
Migrant Farm Labor in the Census of Agriculture 

 
Summary: Specific questions about migrant farm works were asked in the three most recent 
Agricultural Censuses. In the 2012 Census of Agriculture, the number of migrant farm workers is 
asked. In 2007 and 2002, respondents are asked if any migrant farm workers were hired, but not 
the number of such workers. In 2002, this question was only asked of a sample of respondents ( 
approximately 25% of all operations on the mailing list). None of these questions asks the about 
the citizenship status of migrant workers. 

 

2012: included in all 3 million forms mailed 

 

 

 

2007: included in all 3.2 million forms mailed 

 

 

 

 



2002: Only included on A2 (long) form (733,000 of 2.8 million forms):   

 

 

Hired labor, in general: 

1997: Only included on A2 (long) form (850,000 of 3.2 million forms): 

 

 

1992: Only included on A2 (long) and A3 (must) form (1million of 3.5 million forms): 

 

  



1987: Number of workers not asked, only labor expenses on forms A2 and A3 (sample): 

 

 

  



1982: Number of workers hired included in production expenses section of form A2 (sample): 

 

 

  



Farm labor outside the Census of Agriculture 

NASS also conducts the Farm Labor Survey (FLS) in partnership with the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. Details can be found here:  

http://www.nass.usda.gov/Surveys/Guide_to_NASS_Surveys/Farm_Labor/ 

This survey collects information from employers about the number of workers and wages paid 
by class, but migrant is not a defined worker class. You can play with report totals from this data 
using the USDA quick stats website (http://quickstats.nass.usda.gov/). To do so, set (double-
click) in order: 

Program: Survey; Sector: Economics; Group: Expenses; Commodity: Labor 

The Current Population Survey (CPS) conducted by the Census Bureau asks about type of 
employment and US citizenship, but does not ask whether non-citizens are working without legal 
authorization.  

The Department of Labor also collects information on farm laborers through the National 
Agricultural Workers Survey (NAWS), which interviews workers at their place of 
employment (in contrast to FLS, which interviews employers): 
https://www.doleta.gov/agworker/naws.cfm 

NAWS only considers workers involved in crop production (not livestock production, which 
accounts for 44% of agricultural labor in the United States) and workers in agricultural support 
services for crop production. This survey asks workers about place of birth, length of time in US, 
movement across international borders in the past year, and family members located in other 
countries. It also ascertains citizenship and whether non-citizens are working with legal 
authorization. 

 


