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upcoming events

March 20 4th annual resident research Seminar
March 23 Dr. Melinda Merck, Senior Director  
  of Veterinary Forensics anti-cruelty  
  Initiatives for the aSPca, presents  
  “Veterinary Forensics: Exam of the   
  Victim” at 6pm in Lh1
March 24 Dept. of Biomedical Sciences Seminar  
  Series:  Dr. cornelia a. Farnum 
  presents “Primary Cilia of Skeletal
  Tissue Cells:  Analyzing Incidence and  
  Orientation using Multiphoton 
  Mcroscopy” 
March 31 Dept. of Biomedical Sciences Seminar  
  Series:  Dr. Eric J. Brown presents   
  “Replication fork stability and the 
  prevention of cancer and aging”
March 31 Dr. Daniel Baker from royal canin   
  lectures on “Early Management of   
  Cardiac Disesase” from 7-8pm in Lh1
aPrIL 1  Pain Olympics, lecture about   
  differences between NSaIDS starting  
  at 5:45pm in Lh1

aPrIL 4  cornell cVM Open house

aPrIL 17-19 Special Species Symposium

aPrIL 24-25 Large animal Symposium

MaY 2  2009 Pedal for Pets Bike-a-Thon

MaY 18  honor Day

MaY 23   hooding ceremony

MaY 24  commencement ceremony

MaY 30  Basic canine Physical rehabilitation  
  Workshop

JuNE 4-7 alumni reunion

mArch Is rAbIes AwAreness month!!
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To the college community:

We have now completed the final phases of the college-wide strategic 
planning. The process engaged the entire community, and the finished 
plan is the result of an enormous amount of work by faculty, staff, students, 
alumni, and external stakeholders. Their work has provided us with a 
set of measurable goals and specific enabling strategies that will serve as 
an important template in our efforts to continue to build on the historic 
strength and leadership of cornell.

how do we plan to implement this ambitious plan in the face of current 
economic challenges facing the college, cornell university, and New York 
State? While some of the action items in our plan will undoubtedly need 
to be put temporarily on hold pending an improved budget situation, this 
report presents a valuable decision-making framework for identifying 
those priorities that are critical to ensuring our continued excellence 
and informing difficult decisions as we move forward. additionally, 
the document outlines plans to expand our funding base and generate 
significant revenue for the college, which will help us expand our clinical, 
teaching, and research programs.

I encourage you to take some time to review this document. You can find it 
online at http://web.vet.cornell.edu/college/strategic/. This is currently on 
the internal-only site and is available only to faculty, staff, and students. The 
executive summaries can be accessed here and will be on the Office of the 
Deans web page soon. as always, I welcome your feedback and suggestions.

Sincerely, 

Mike Kotlikoff
Michael I. Kotlikoff, VMD, PhD
austin O. hooey Dean of Veterinary Medicine

A messAge 
from the deAn

features

http://web-prep.vet.cornell.edu/News/documents/stratplan.pdf
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Dr. Leela Noronha grew up in rural West 
Virginia and spent a lot of time on her 
grandparents’ farm, and her parents were in the 
human medical field. Veterinary medicine, it 
seems, was a natural bridge between the worlds 
she knew and loved. 
But exactly what path in the wide-open field of 
veterinary medicine was not readily clear. as an 
undergraduate biochemistry major, Dr. Noronha 
had the opportunity to do research, and she 
worked for a period with Pfizer, as a technician 
conducting cancer research. 
“research has always been appealing,” said Dr. 
Noronha. “I enjoy basic research because it 
answers questions on so many levels—from the 

genetic level to the systemic level. I struggled, 
though, with whether I should continue my 
research career or pursue my veterinary degree.” 
ultimately, Dr. Noronha decided that to be the 
most effective veterinary researcher, she needed 
to first solidify her skills and gain a perspective 
for various animal health and welfare issues and 
challenges that face pet owners. She graduated 
from the Virginia-Maryland regional college 
of Veterinary Medicine in 2001 and spent four 
years in mixed animal private practice outside of 
Washington, Dc.
“Being responsible for clinical cases 
complemented my formal veterinary education 
and expanded my understanding of medicine 

brIdgIng pAssIons & stAges, 
purposes & phAses: 
 behInd the scenes wIth dr. leelA noronhA

Dr. Leela Noronha’s love of horses encouraged her to combine her passion with veterinary medicine. 

(continued on page 4)
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in ways that laboratory experience 
could not,” said Dr. Noronha. “I 
am a better scientist today because 
of my enhanced appreciation of 
health and disease. Patient care 
also furthered my education in 
the ‘bench-to-bedside’ process 
of medical science. clinical 
experience provided me with a 
critical knowledge base from which 
to pursue my ultimate career goal 
of being a biomedical scientist 
participating in translational 
research programs.”
ready to immerse herself in the 
challenge and discovery of research, 
Dr. Noronha came to cornell in 
2005 and enrolled in the graduate 
program in Immunology. Funded 
by a training grant for comparative 
medicine, the program is designed 
to bridge the valley that often forms 
between practical medicine and 
research. Through this program, she 
completed three rotations, all with 
equine experts at the college: 

With Dr. Doug antczak, •	
Dorothy havemeyer 
Mcconville professor of 
equine medicine, she studied 
mechanisms of maternal-
fetal tolerance, performing 
ectcopic trophoblast transplant 
surgeries in horses; 
With Dr. Klaus Osterrieder, •	
former cornell professor of 
virology, she studied immune 
evasion by Equine herpes 
Virus-1, evaluating expression 
of major histocompatibility 
complex (Mhc) molecules in 
virus-infected cells; 

With Dr. Bettina Wagner, •	
assistant professor of 
immunology, she generated 
a panel of monoclonal 
antibodies, performing mouse 
immunization, hybridoma 
fusion, and clone evaluation, 
as well as flow cytometry and 
cell sorting. 

Today, Dr. Noronha works with 
Dr. antczak, combining her 
passion for horses with her desire 
to conduct research, and explains 
that she has a particular interest in 
equine immunology. 
“Dr. antczak’s lab offers tremendous 
resources,” said Dr. Noronha, 
explaining the Dr. antczak has been 
an inspiring mentor. “The horse 
whose DNa was used to sequence 
the equine genome is here; Dr. 
antczak maintains a unique herd 
of horses that have been specially 
bred to be homozygous at the major 
histocompatibility complex (Mhc) 
region of their genome, which 
enables interesting immunology 
studies; Don Miller has developed an 
equine microarray, a very powerful 
tool to study gene expression; and 
I have access to reagents that help 
probe cell activity.” 
Dr. Noronha is using these tools to 
study the immunological tolerance 
of a mother to her fetus. During 
pregnancy, the mother tolerates – 
and even nurtures – an organism 
comprised of her own and foreign 
genetic material. Dr. antczak’s lab 
has raised this question: why does 
the mother not reject this foreign 
tissue as bodies frequently do with 
organ transplants?

“With transplants, doctors wait for 
the perfect genetic match,” said Dr. 
Noronha, adding, “and, still rejection 
is an issue and the recipient must 
take immunosuppressant drugs 
forever. The goal of our research is 
to gain a detailed understanding 
of the immunological mechanisms 
of maternal-fetal tolerance. Such 
information can lead to applications 
in fields as diverse as infertility, 
contraception, transplantation, 
cancer, and auto-immune diseases.”
More specifically, Dr. Noronha’s 
research with Dr. antczak will 
help researchers understand how 
to nurture some foreign materials 
(like organ transplants) and how to 
eliminate other foreign bodies (like 
cancer tumors). 
Dr. Noronha’s work is funded with 
a National research Service award, 
granted by the National Institutes for 
health. She is one of three women 
equine researchers at the college of 
Veterinary Medicine to hold such a 
prestigious award that is designed to 
bridge a researcher from mentorship 
to independence.
“ultimately, I want to be an academic 
researcher at a vet school where I 
can do basic research in partnership 
with clinicians and the veterinary 
community,” said Dr. Noronha. 
“Basic research—my research—has 
the power to help humans and 
animals. While the application 
might not be readily apparent at the 
molecular or experimental level, it 
is at the root of delivering the life-
saving drugs that clinicians need to 
serve their patients.” 

(continued from page 3)

“To climb sTeep hills requires a slow pace aT firsT.”
~shakespeare
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meet your neIghbor:  
lIndA mIttel

Years at CVM: 0 years, 3 months!
Position: Veterinary Support Services

What does your job entail?
I work with veterinarians who are 
clients of the ahDc by assisting 
them with testing protocols, results 
interpretation, and their cases 
overall. I also work in the New York 
State Department of agriculture 
& Markets (NYSaGM) division, 
assisting in regulatory work. 
I enjoy being able to learn more 
about veterinary medical cases and 
having access to some of the best 
minds in veterinary medicine here 
in the lab and at the vet college. 
It’s almost like being back in vet 
school, but I now have the clinical 
experience—after having practiced 
equine medicine for over 25 years—
to really appreciate what I learn now. 

What are some of your personal 
interests or hobbies? 
I have a 16-year-old son who 
attends Millbrook Prep School 
in Millbrook, NY, and have a 
menagerie of animals including: a 
Thoroughbred, a Quarter horse, 
two driving Dartmoor ponies, two 
Jack russell terriers, a yellow Lab, 
and two cats.  
I enjoy raising orchids and plants. 
In fact, I’ve become a foster parent 
for some of the plants around the 
office that needed a little extra 
TLc! 
as a newcomer to the area, I am 
still learning about cornell and 
Ithaca. I am a former connecticut 
resident, a graduate of auburn 
university School of Veterinary 
Medicine, and was born and raised 
in Kentucky. 

husbAnd And wIfe teAm lInk experIments And 
sImulAtIons
In a novel approach to a review 
of scientific exploration, Dr. 
Flavio Fenton and Dr. Elizabeth 
cherry documented our current 
understanding of the propagation 
of electrical spiral waves through 
the heart to cause tachycardia (rapid 
heart rate) and fibrillation using 
simulation and experimentation. 
The work was published in the 
December 2008 Visualization in 
Physics focus issue of the New 
Journal of Physics, a peer-reviewed 
and open-access publication. This 
review, which features the results of 
more than 15 years of research by 
the husband and wife team, is part of 
their current research to study and 
model the dynamics of fibrillation: 
how it begins, is maintained, and 
eventually terminates.

research associates in biomedical 
sciences, Fenton and cherry 
are affiliated with one of the 
few teams in the world to link 
experiments and simulations. The 
simulations, they say, identify 
specific points to focus on, 
which helps to select the most 
strategic experiments to do. 
Likewise, the data collected from 
the experiments informs future 
simulations to conduct.
“Fibrillation can cause sudden 
death,” said Fenton. “By combining 
simulation and experimentation, 
we can compare the spiral waves 
to determine what stabilizes them 
and use the information to design 
better treatment methods. This 
approach is a conceptual leap in 

detailed spatial information and 
can alter our understanding of 
cardiac arrhythmia.”

Above shows ventricular fibrillation 
from an optical mapping experiment.
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2009 fAculty/stAff Vs student 
college hockey gAme pIctures
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Departments have several options 
for meeting photography needs. 
The Office of communications is 
available to assist in a variety of ways.
Existing photography
The college has a collection of digital 
photographs taken over many years. 
These photographs are available 
for your use. Staff from the Flower-
Sprecher Library is working with 
the university Library to create a 
digital archive that will be available 
on the college’s web site. until 

then, staff in the college’s Office 
of communications can assist you 
in locating digital files from the 
collection and providing the images 
in a format that suits your needs.
New photography
The Office of communications 
has two photographers (Megan 
Mullin at mem368@cornell.edu 
and Stephanie Specchio at sas6@
cornell.edu) who are at your disposal 
to take communications-related 
photographs. Your department 

account will not be charged for 
this service. The college owns 
the copyright for all photographs 
taken by those in the Office of 
communications and no discussion 
regarding expected use is necessary. 
Your department may also outsource 
photography services. Please contact 
the Office of communications if 
you choose to use the services of a 
photographer not affiliated with the 
college (3-3369).

offIce of communIcAtIons  
becAuse A pIcture tells 1000 words…

as you may have read in the 
February 27, 2009 issue of 
Cornell Chronicle, the cornell 
university Library is joining with 
Amazon.com to make thousands 
of older and rare books available 
via printing-on-demand. What 
does this mean for many long 
out-of-print, pre-1923 veterinary 
medicine books? about 4,000 
of the Veterinary Library’s older 
volumes were included in a recent 
cuL digitization project. 

These will be added gradually to 
the growing subject assortment 
of print-on-demand titles in 
coming months. In other words, 
if you always wanted your own 
copy of James Law’s Farmers 
Veterinary Advisor (1884), W.L. 
Williams’s Surgical and Obstetrical 
Operations (1903), Frank S. 
Billings’s The Relation of Animal 
Diseases to the Public Health, and 
Their Prevention (1884), Oluf 
Bang’s Johne’s Disease (Enteritis 

chronica paratuberculosa bovis) 
(1914) and many others, it 
will soon be possible to order 
a reprint via http://bookstore.
library.cornell.edu or via http://
www.amazon.com. The full-text 
of these veterinary books will 
also be accessible online via the 
Library catalog and appear in 
digital archives for long-term 
preservation and access.

flower-sprecher VeterInAry lIbrAry
on-demAnd prIntIng of older VeterInAry books

cOllege new
s

VeterInAry medIcIne InformAtIon technology
new lower dAtA storAge rAtes!
as promised when the charge back model was 
introduced one year ago, the charge back model and 
rates are re-evaluated annually. We have taken cost-
savings measures and have changed the model to a 
tiered structure, while reducing our data storage rates in 
anticipation of higher volume. The FY09/10 rate changes 
will go into effect on april 1, 2009.
If your data is critical to your career or critical to the 
organization, treat it accordingly:  as a valuable asset to 
be protected and store it on centrally managed servers.
Storing data on external hard drives is not something 

we recommend or support. External hard drives are a 
security risk—they get compromised, may or may not be 
backed up, are often physically insecure and unreliable, 
and are usually stored onsite. 
centrally managed data storage provides secure data 
storage, accessible by others in the college as you specify. 
The servers are backed up by a reliable central back-up 
services, and the back-up is stored offsite. The servers 
and data storage are managed by IT professionals who 
apply regular patches, provide tight server security, and 
maintain and monitor the server hardware.
If you have any questions, please email slk9@cornell.edu.

(continued on page 9)

http://bookstore.library.cornell.edu
http://bookstore.library.cornell.edu
http://www.amazon.com
http://www.amazon.com
mailto:slk9@cornell.edu
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VmIt chArgebAck model for fy09/10 current 
reVIsIon 01/09 (lAst reVIsed 01/08)
1. UVIS Maintenance 

In addition to pass through costs (ross Group costs,  
server costs, workstation costs, printer costs, and 
interface costs), a VMIT annual fixed fee is assessed. 
(There is no increase for FY09/10.)

2. VMIT Development Costs: (web, application, 
report, interfaces, enhancements to currently supported 
applications, custom queries, including uVIS-related 
development projects that must be done by VMIT) VMIT 
per hour rate is $47. (No increase for FY09/10.)
3. VMIT Application Hosting: (VMIT developed, 
preferred vendor outsourced, or Education Technology 
Group developed web, 3rd party or other applications) 
Development tools used must be supported by VMIT, and 
development must meet VMIT coding and data security 
requirements. 
VMIT application hosting costs (covers installation, 
application support [not including enhancements], server 
maintenance, OS or software upgrade costs) VMIT Fixed 
Fee hosting of $75 per month plus variable data storage 
cost. (No increase for FY09/10.)
4. VMIT Data Storage 

a. Service charge for data storage. cost includes backup 
and administration of data storage space. 

=Data storage charge rates are listed below. (reduced 
cost starting april 2009 for FY09/10.)
=cost is based on actual data storage by department
=Service is billed monthly 

Gigabyte Cost/Gig/Month
<=100 2.00
>100 and <=500 1.75
>500 and <=1000 1.50
>1000 1.25

5. IT Support
a. IT Support for non-cVM units housed in cVM 
buildings (eg. aramark, cIMc)- VMIT per hour rate of 
$47, plus any other pass-through or data storage costs. 
(No increase for FY09/10.)
b. IT support for cVM units is not charged.

offIce 2007 rollout
We are rolling out Office 2007 throughout the 
organization. If you have not been upgraded, please send 
an email to your IT support email. Office 2007 has a new 
look and feel. If you upgrade, and one of your colleagues 
that you share documents with does not, you will have to 
save the document in a lower version. It is best if upgrades 

are coordinated among work areas. VMIT coordinates 
setting up training sessions on Office 2007 here at 
cVM, training provided by cIT (cornell Information 
Technologies). If you or your area is interested in training, 
please email drl2@cornell.edu.

how to request It desktop support:
Submit your IT support via the web: http://www.vet.
cornell.edu/college/VMIT/request.htm. 
Email your department’s mailbox (below) for IT support 
requests. 
If a web request cannot be submitted or an email can’t be 
sent or in the case of an emergency, call 3-3606, the VMIT 
direct number for IT support. 
•	 AHDC-IT New York State animal health 

Diagnostic center, QMPS and clinical Pathology
•	 BIOMED-IT Biomedical Sciences and anatomical 

Pathology
•	 MOLECMED-IT Molecular Medicine
•	 POPMED-IT Population Medicine and Diagnostic 

Sciences
•	 DCS-IT Department of clinical Sciences
•	 CUHA-IT cornell university hospital for animals
•	 CVMADMIN-IT administration
•	 CVM-CARE-IT center for animal research and 

Lab animal Services
•	 FSLIB-IT Flower-Sprecher Library

how to request web, ApplIcAtIon, or report 
deVelopment:
Submit the request form via the web: 
http://www-prep.vet.cornell.edu/college/VMIT/docs/
requestForm.doc.
You will be contacted for a consultation so that a scope 
and estimate for the project can be developed. Once this 
is completed, upon customer approval, the project is 
prioritized and scheduled. 

mailto:drl2@cornell.edu
http://www.vet.cornell.edu/college/VMIT/request.htm
http://www.vet.cornell.edu/college/VMIT/request.htm
mailto:AHDC-IT@cornell.edu
mailto:BIOMED-IT@cornell.edu
mailto:MOLECMED-IT@cornell.edu
mailto:POPMED-IT@cornell.edu
mailto:DCS-IT@cornell.edu
mailto:CUHA-IT@cornell.edu
mailto:CVMADMIN-IT@cornell.edu
mailto:CVM-CARE-IT@cornell.edu
mailto:FSLIB-IT@cornell.edu
http://www-prep.vet.cornell.edu/college/VMIT/docs/RequestForm.doc
http://www-prep.vet.cornell.edu/college/VMIT/docs/RequestForm.doc
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Dean Kotlikoff continues to be 
on the road, sharing news of the 
college and asking for support of 
our extraordinary programs. Since 
January, he has spoken to alumni 
groups gathered at NaVc and WVc. 
In addition to trips to Orlando and 
Las Vegas, he traveled to Naples, 
FL, and New York city to meet with 
friends of the college.
alumni association Executive 
Board member Alan Coren DVM 
’80 and his wife Karen offered their 
home as a place for young alumni 
(graduates from the last 15 years) 
to gather and learn more about the 
college from Dr. Kathy Earnest-
Koons. a reception was held March 
18 in their home. alumni affairs 
and Development staff member Lyn 
LaBar attended to greet alumni and 
learn more about this group’s interest 

in becoming involved. Dr. coren’s 
son Jared ’12 who traveled home 
for spring break, was able to offer a 
current student perspective.
carroll Manning, widow of Robert 
Manning DVM ’55, is hosting a 
women’s luncheon at The Woodcliff 
hotel in Fairport in april. Wanting 
to create a way for “veterinary 
widows and long timers” to connect, 
carroll was inspired to pull this 
event together after experiencing 
such generosity from friends when 
establishing the robert V. Manning 
’55 Prize Fund at the college. amy 
robinson from alumni affairs and 
Development will join the group to 
give an update on the college and to 
involve them as much as their alumni 
spouses and partners were. Let amy 
(alr74@cornell.edu) know if there’s 
someone you think we should invite!

alumnus Forrest Davis DVM 
’57 provided the ultimate gift 
after passing away last august. 
he honored one of his good 
friends, Francis Fox DVM ’45, by 
earmarking a significant portion 
of his estate for the Francis h. 
Fox Scholarship. The scholarship 
recognizes Dr. Fox’s outstanding 
contributions to veterinary medicine 
as a teacher, clinician, and counselor 
for students and alumni throughout 
their professional careers. This year, 
the Fox scholars are Kelli Gaughan 
’09 and Kelly Reed ’09. Qualified 
students must demonstrate an 
interest in large animal medicine and 
surgery and an aptitude for physical 
diagnosis. Many thanks to Dr. Davis 
for increasing opportunities for 
students to study veterinary medicine 
at cornell.

on the roAd

oldest kInkAJou lIVIng In cAptIVIty 
   
WHO:    huggy Bear 

WHAT:   27 years 6 months  

WHERE:   holiday, Florida, uSa 

WHEN:   January, 2004 
  
The oldest living kinkajou (Potos flavus) in captivity 
is huggy Bear, who turned 27 years 6 months old in 
January 2004 and belongs to Sonja Pedersen (uSa) of 
holiday, Florida, uSa. 
 
Source:  Guiness Book of World records (www.
guinessworldrecords.com) as accessed on 
March 18, 2009.
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