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upcoming events

February 26 One World One Medicine    
  International buffet, 5pm in atrium
March 3 Dept. of biomedical Sciences Seminar  
  Series:  Dr. George Gills presents   
  “Overview of the Life Sciences core  
  Laboratories center
March 6 biological and biomedical Sciences   
  Graduate Program annual Interview  
  and recruitment efforts
March 10 Dept. of biomedical Sciences Seminar  
  Series:  Dr. ah-Ng Tony Kong
March 17 Dept. of biomedical Sciences Seminar  
  Series:  Dr. Vytas a. bankaitis   
  presents “Nanoreactors that specify 
  outcomes for phosphoinositide   
  signaling in yeast and mammalian   
  systems”
March 24 Dept. of biomedical Sciences Seminar  
  Series:  Dr. cornelia a. Farnum 
  presents “Primary cilia of Skeletal
  Tissue cells:  analyzing Incidence and  
  Orientation using Multiphoton 
  Mcroscopy” 
March 31 Dept. of biomedical Sciences Seminar  
  Series:  Dr. eric J. brown presents   
  “replication fork stability and the 
  prevention of cancer and aging”
March 31 Dr. Daniel baker from royal canin   
  lectures on “early Management of   
  cardiac Disesase” from 7-8pm in Lh1

aPrIL 4  cornell cVM Open house

aPrIL 17-19 Special Species Symposium

aPrIL 24-25 Large animal Symposium

May 2  2009 Vet School bike-a-Thon

May 18  honor Day

May 23   hooding ceremony

May 24  commencement ceremony

JuNe 4-7 alumni reunion

Fun Facts
source:  Grzimek’s Animal Life Encyclopedia. second edition.

februAry Is 
pet dentAl heAlth month!!

Tusks in walrus, elephants, and narwhals are actually teeth. •	
Walrus tusks are extended canine teeth that both males and •	
females possess.  They can reach 3ft. (90cm.) in length and 
weigh over 10lbs. (4.15kg.).
elephants’ tusks are greatly expanded lateral incisor teeth that •	
are used for digging up food and for fighting (between the 
bulls). Tusks of a large bull can reach 79in. (200cm.) in length 
and weigh 110lbs. (50kg.) each. 
The narwhals have a giant unicorn-like tusk, which can be •	
nearly 10ft. (3m.) long and weigh more than 20lb. (10.5kg.).
rodents’ incisor teeth grow continuously throughout their •	
lives.  how much wood would a woodchuck chuck if a wood-
chuck could chuck wood?
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To the college’s faculty, staff, and students:

The financial outlook for the college continues to evolve, 
but we now have some clarity regarding university 
actions for next year. you may recall that we began this 
fiscal year with a significant structural deficit (about 
$3.5M) and that the in-year SuNy reductions to our base 
budget added approximately $1.5M more to this deficit. I 
am extraordinarily pleased to say that due to steps taken 
by department chairs and administrators of every college 
unit, we will end the current fiscal year with an ongoing 
deficit of approximately $1M. 
In January, every college was asked to assist the university 
in reducing the Ithaca campus budget by contributing 
5% of unrestricted income to the central budget. as gross 
hospital income was included in the calculation, the 
Veterinary college was in danger of needing to contribute 
approximately $700K associated with our teaching 
hospital, which generates no net revenue, but rather 
requires at least $2.5M of SuNy funds for operations. I 
am very pleased to say that this essential disparity was 
recognized by the Provost and was the basis of the $600K 
correction to our bill that was reported in the cornell 
chronicle. The second component of the university’s 
correction was a “sweep” of slightly more than 5% from 
unrestricted reserve accounts. This process resulted in 
the college’s contribution of approximately $3.3M to 
help reduce the university’s deficit, with the bulk of that 
amount coming from baker Institute reserves. across the 
university, units such as the baker Institute and the Lab 
of Ornithology, which have accumulated reserves that 
they use to pay operational costs, contributed particularly 
large components of the reserve transfer. In conversations 
with Provost Fuchs and others, Director antczak and 
I have stressed this point and have been assured that 

future strategies will be structured so as to acknowledge 
this contribution. I am currently working with Doug 
and assistant Dean Gene Wheeler to develop a plan to 
address these actions, as well as the marked downturn in 
endowment payout this year.
The net effect of reductions for the coming year will add 
about $1M to the $1M remaining college operating 
deficit. by early March, the college will present a 
plan to President Skorton and Provost Fuchs as to 
how our college will assist the university in realizing 
its financial goals and also balance its budget. I have 
been working closely with the college’s deans and 
department chairs to assess opportunities for focusing 
our efforts on those activities that are most closely 
aligned with our mission. We are looking at all options, 
including staffing and programmatic changes, but I am 
not anticipating additional large scale programmatic 
cuts. rather, I anticipate continued constraints on staff 
hiring, significant delays in filling open faculty lines, and 
continued pressure on salaries. certainly we can expect 
that the next two or three years will be very difficult, with 
delays in addressing even the most critical needs in the 
college, but we have come a long way in the last year, 
thanks to all of your efforts. I am extraordinarily proud of 
the spirit of problem-solving and cooperation that faculty, 
staff, and students have displayed, and am confident that 
we will continue to address these additional challenges in 
the same way.
Over the next several weeks I will be meeting with 
individual academic departments and will hold separate 
sessions for staff and students. I look forward to a full 
discussion of our challenges and strategies at these 
meetings and to answering your questions and listening 
to your suggestions.

Sincerely, 

Mike Kotlikoff
Michael I. Kotlikoff, VMD, PhD
austin O. hooey Dean of Veterinary Medicine

A messAge 
from the deAn

features
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Dr. Maurine e. Linder has been 
named chair of the Department of 
Molecular Medicine and professor of 
pharmacology at cornell university’s 
college of Veterinary Medicine, 
effective July 1, 2009.
“I am extremely pleased that 
Maurine, a superb scientist with 
an international reputation in cell 
signaling, has decided to join the 
college as chair of the Department of 
Molecular Medicine,” said Michael I. 
Kotlikoff, austin O. hooey Dean of 
Veterinary Medicine. “I look forward 
to continued excellence from this 
great department and expect that 
Professor Linder will significantly 
enhance the teaching and research 
missions of the department. Maurine, 
who grew up on a dairy farm, and her 
husband Glenn, will be wonderful 
additions to the cornell community 
and I thank Provost Fuchs, Professor 
Joe Fetcho and the Neuroscience 
community at cornell, and Professor 
Teukelsky and the Department 
of Physics for making this pivotal 
recruitment possible.”
Linder—whose responsibilities 
will be divided between research, 
teaching, and service—will lead 
the department of approximately 
45 faculty and staff who participate 
in veterinary education primarily 
in the pre-clinical curriculum, and 
pursue cutting edge research in cell 
signaling, cell biology, and cancer 
biology. as the chair, Linder will 

oversee the department’s important 
interdisciplinary programs with 
cornell’s new Weill Institute for cell 
and Molecular biology and Weill 
Medical college, and revitalize the 
graduate field of Pharmacology.
Linder comes to cornell from 
Washington university School of 
Medicine, where she is the director 
of the Molecular cell biology 
Graduate Program and professor 
of cell biology and physiology. her 
research is focused on understanding 
the mechanisms that regulate 
the localization of signaling 
proteins, processes that are key 
to the ability of cells to respond 
appropriately to signals from the 
environment. Linder’s research 
group is currently characterizing 
a family of enzymes that mediate 
palmitoylation, the reversible 
attachment of the lipid palmitate 
to membrane proteins. aberrant 
functions of palmitoyltransferases 
have been implicated in oncogenesis 
and metastasis, as well as several 
disorders of the nervous system. 
“I am delighted to be joining the 
Department of Molecular Medicine 
at cornell,” said Linder. “building 
upon the tradition of excellence 
in teaching and research, this is a 
wonderful opportunity to broaden 
the department’s portfolio in cell 
regulation and its links to animal 
health and disease. cornell’s 
initiatives in the Life Sciences 

make it a particularly exciting time to 
come on board, and I look forward to 
working with my new colleagues in 
the college and down campus.”
Linder will assume the position 
of chair from Dr. Gregory 
Weiland, associate professor of 
pharmacology, who has led the 
department since 1998.
“Greg has served the university 
and the Department extremely 
well in this time of transition, 
and I am extraordinarily grateful 
for his willingness to take on this 
responsibility on behalf of the 
Department,” said Kotlikoff. “The 
Department and college look 
forward to growth and transition in 
this critical Department, inspired by 
Professor Linder’s vision.” 

chAIr of depArtment of moleculAr 
medIcIne nAmed

“We are all inventors, each sailing out on a voyage of 
discovery, guided each by a private chart, of Which there is 

no duplicate. the World is all gates, all opportunities.”
~ralph Waldo emerson
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Dr. cornelia Farnum has been 
named a James Law Professor of 
anatomy, an appointment that 
recognizes the totality of her career, 
including her commitment to 
teaching, to research, and to service. 
It is particularly meaningful to her, 
she says, because two of her most 
influential mentors Drs. alexander 
de Lahunta and John cummings also 
held this professorship.
“Nelly is one of the college’s true 
inspirations,” said Dr. Judith 
appleton, associate dean for 
academic affairs. “She is a role 
model for people who want to 
make a difference, who want to help 
transform their world, and who want 
to help others develop personally 
and professionally.”
Dr. Farnum joined the cornell 
community in 1986 as an assistant 
professor, attracted to the university 
because of its world-renowned 
reputation for the strength of its 
anatomy program and commitment 
to teaching. Now a full professor, 
she teaches the animal body 
course every fall. This is a 12 
credit, multidisciplinary course 
that integrates aspects of gross 
anatomy, microscopical anatomy, 
developmental anatomy, physical 
examination, radiology, and surgical 
anatomy. In the spring, she offers 
a variety of lectures in support of 
medical genetics and biomedical 
engineering courses.
Dr. Farnum has several NIh-
supported research projects 
underway that study various aspects 
of bone elongation, a condition 

associated with dwarfism and limb 
deformities. More specifically, Dr. 
Farnum wants to understand the 
fundamental control mechanisms at 
different levels of skeletal integration 
– from the molecular to the cellular 
to that of the whole animal – that 
are responsible for coordinated long 
bone growth.
She became hooked on basic science 
soon after graduating from Stanford 
university and while working as a 
research technician at the university 
of Wisconsin-Madison under the 
tutelage of a husband and wife, Drs. 
James and elizabeth Miller, who 
made fundamental research exciting.
“They told me once you’re hooked 
on basic science, there’s no going 
back,” said Dr. Farnum. “They 
were right.”
She is currently in the fifth year of 
a collaborative, interdisciplinary 
project that has resulted in the 
development of a multiphoton 

imaging system to study vascular 
access routes to growth areas of 
bones. The interdisciplinary research 
group also hopes to develop a 
fluorescent oxygen sensor to allow 
researchers to probe in real time 
and in vivo oxygen levels in tissues, 
particularly skeletal tissues.
She also is engaged in experimental 
research that, she says, brings her 
research career full-circle. as a 
veterinary student, she studied 
primary cilia, which was at the 
time a little known organelle that 
wasn’t considered particularly 
important. Today, it is known to 
be a major sensory organelle that 
is involved with the organization 
of certain tissues and is linked 
to kidney disease, eye issues, 
skeletal abnormalities, and mental 
deficiencies. Dr. Farnum is 
collaborating with other researchers 
across the country to develop a 
rapid method using pre-embedment 
immunocytochemistry and imaging 
with multiphoton microscopy to 
analyze the presence, incidence, 
and three-dimensional orientation 
of primary cilia on cells of multiple 
kinds of connective tissues.
In addition, Dr. Farnum is a 
co-principal investigator with 
a surgeon from SuNy upstate 
who is studying on an anatomical 
basis effects of radiation on bone 
elongation in children.
She is frequently invited to present at 
national and international teaching 
and research conferences and is 
a member of several professional 
societies, including the Orthopaedic 

features

JAmes lAw professor of AnAtomy AppoInted

(continued on page 5)
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collAborAtIVe reseArch IsolAtes And 
purIfIes mouse heArt stem cells
Stem cells within the heart have 
proven to be an elusive and 
controversial population. Now 
research scientists from cornell’s 
college of Veterinary Medicine and 
collaborators from the university 
of bonn have successfully isolated 
and purified mouse heart precursor 
cells (heart stem cells) from the 
developing heart, a key step in 
determining the specific processes 
that either maintain stemness or 
promote differentiation into vascular 
or cardiac fates. The demonstration 
that cardiovascular precursors 
expand and differentiate to all three 
heart cell types (cardiac, endothelial, 
and smooth muscle cells) follows 
recent advances by several groups 
who demonstrated that cardiac 
differentiation from embryonic stem 
cells occurs through the formation 
of a heart stem cell with the capacity 
to differentiate into the major 
cardiovascular lineages.

a team lead by Michael I. 
Kotlikoff, austin O. hooey dean of 
veterinary medicine, and yvonne 
Tallini, research scientist with 
the Department of biomedical 
Sciences, and their colleagues led 
by bernd Fleischmann, Institute of 
Physiology at the university of bonn, 
demonstrated the ability to isolate, 
purify, and expand cardiac precursor 
cells from developing hearts by 
labeling cardiac progenitors with 
green fluorescent protein.
“The existence of cardiac stem 
cells and the ability of adult stem 
cells to form new heart muscle has 
been the subject of much scientific 
disagreement, as there are so few of 
these cells in the adult heart,” said 
Kotlikoff. “We have established a 
simple method to purify these cells 
from hearts still in a late stage of 
development, and show that they 
have all the attributes of heart stem 
cells, in that they are capable of 

differentiating into all of the cell 
types that make up the adult heart. 
We now have a way to identify these 
cells within the heart and to isolate 
and study the factors that control 
their fate.” 
The research, reported in the 
current issue of the Proceedings of 
the National Academy of Science, 
also reports that following cardiac 
injury, cells that express the marker 
of cardiovascular precursors are 
recruited to form vessels within 
dead heart tissue, but that these 
cells do not form new heart muscle 
cells. however, differentiated heart 
cells surrounding this area of dead 
tissue express the stem cell marker 
at low levels, suggesting that injury 
triggers the re-expression of genes 
that characterize cardiovascular 
precursor cells, but does not lead to 
the generation of new heart cells.

research Society, the american 
association of anatomists, the 
american association of Veterinary 
anatomists, the american Society 
for Matrix biology, and the 
american Society of bone and 
Mineral research. She is a referee 
for journals and grants and also 
volunteers as an external reviewer 
for academic and research teaching 
programs. She has served as a faculty 
marshal since 2001 and has been 
invited to participate on several 
university-wide and college-specific 
committees, including cornell’s 
faculty governance committee and 
the minority education committee 
and the committee that established 

the college’s current curriculum.
“I have enjoyed the extension into 
the wider university context,” said 
Dr. Farnum. “I have tried to take 
advantage of every opportunity I 
could to participate on multiple 
levels and have learned from every 
experience. I look for meaning in 
every aspect of my academic life—
teaching, research, and service—
and seek multiple levels to find 
excitement, energy, and enthusiasm.”
Dr. Farnum also finds inspiration in 
traveling. She has visited more than 
three dozen countries, and explains 
that the best part of travelling is what 
she has learned about herself and 
about various cultures.

(continued from page 4)

February is Pet Dental Health Month.  
Show off those pearly whites!
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meet your neIghbor:  cIndy decloux

Years at CVM: 8 ½
Position: Student computing and 
Media Services, educational Facilities 
Department

What does your job entail?
Integrating technology into the 
classroom and support for student 
computing. For integrating 
technology, my office is equipped to 
digitize VhS tapes, scan photos and 
35mm slides, and create dvds. My 
office has all of the fun toys! 
For the student computing aspect of 
my job, I answer personal computing 
questions and diagnose computer 
issues, assist students in connecting 
laptops and handheld devices to the 
internet, update/maintain computers 
in the Wiswall and bilinski labs, and 
act as yearbook advisor.
What are some of your personal 
interests or hobbies? 
I have six (yes, six) pets that I adore. 
Three dogs (all adopted from rescue 

shelters) and three cats (all former 
barn kitties). I love the outdoors—
swimming, hiking, and kayaking 
in the spring and summer; cross 
country skiing in the winter. 
Would you share an “unforgettable” 
adventure?
My most memorable skiing event 
was when my son (who was four at 
the time) was riding on the chairlift 
with me and didn’t get off when I 
did. I reacted quickly and grabbed 
onto the lift—since I didn’t want 
him going back down the mountain 
alone. There I was, hanging from 
the chairlift, about 10 feet in the 
air! Luckily, the ski patrol was able 
to get my son from the chairlift, 
and then I jumped!

mAn’s best frIend or mAn’s best workout buddy?
That’s what a cornell team aims 
to discover. 
bringing research together from 
weight loss studies focused on 
humans and canines, research 
associate Dr. barbour Warren 
and health educator Mary Maley 
from the breast cancer and 
environmental risk Factors 
Program, and Dr. Joseph J. Wakshlag, 
assistant professor of clinical 
nutrition, will be starting a 12-week 
pilot study, sponsored by a hatch 
grant and Purina, this March. Their 
ultimate goal is to ascertain if dogs 
positively influence their owners’ 
lifestyle in terms of physical activity.
Why is this important? according to 
Dr. Warren, over two-thirds of the 

people in the united States are now 
considered to be overweight (having 
a body mass index of 25-30), and 
an astounding one-third are obese 
(a body mass index of greater than 
30). Dr. Warren also says that this 
increase in obesity has led to a surge 
in obesity-related illnesses, such 
as cancer, diabetes, cardiovascular 
disease, and arthritis. Many doctors 
prescribe weight loss programs as a 
solution, but previous studies have 
shown that the number of people 
who maintained their weight loss 
decreased drastically after six months. 
That’s why dogs may be able to lend a 
helping paw.   
“Dog walking offers two of the key 
elements for regular physical activity, 

purpose and companionship,” 
explains Dr. Warren. “This is 
important—as a viable approach to 
weight loss is regular, daily physical 
activity at the intensity and length of 
a typical dog walk. We are excited to 
evaluate if promoting dog walking 
provides even greater incentive to 
walk on a regular basis.” 
adds Dr. Wakshlag, “We have always 
assumed that increased physical 
activity was advantageous in canine 
weight loss and we have finally put 
some numbers out there as potential 
guidelines. Of greater importance 
is the fact that dog ownership and 
the human-animal bond may be 
strong enough to promote a healthier 
lifestyle not only for dogs, but also for 
their human counterparts.”
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new multImedIA resource protects poultry And 
humAn heAlth
animal disease outbreaks have the 
power to wield devastating economic 
blows to farmers and some diseases, 
like avian Influenza, may even cause 
human illness. a new tool, produced 
by Partners in animal health at 
cornell’s college of Veterinary 
Medicine, aims to minimize disease 
outbreaks by helping veterinarians 
and farmers diagnose poultry 
diseases more quickly. Poultry 
examination and Diagnostics, a 
three-hour instructional video 
series and interactive diagnostic 
tool, was produced by veterinarians 
at the college and funded with 
an educational contract from the 
uSDa. 
“This is a unique, multimedia 
resource that will improve diagnostic 

speed, accuracy, and disease 
response in poultry,” said Dr. Jodi 
Korich, director of Partners in 
animal health. “Veterinarians who 
specialize in poultry medicine, 
pathology, public health, and 
education collaborated with the 
single goal of helping to protect food 
supplies and public health in the 
united States and internationally.”
The resource is available to the 
public free of charge through 
cornell’s Partners in animal health 
website (www.partnersah.vet.cornell.
edu/vet). The information is also 
available on a three-disc dvd set 
that can be installed on a laptop 
computer and used in the field. In 
an effort to help protect global food 
supplies, these training materials are 

being distributed by the uSDa in 
many developing nations throughout 
asia, africa, and the Middle east. 
“In economically-challenged regions 
of the world, poultry flocks of all 
sizes play a vital role in feeding large 
numbers of people,” said Dr. alfonso 
Torres, associate dean for public 
policy. “unfortunately, veterinarians 
in most developing nations typically 
have limited access to educational 
information. With Poultry 
examination and Diagnostics, 
cornell and the uSDa have 
provided educational resources that 
can help ensure better veterinary 
healthcare to flocks of all sizes.”

ZoonotIc dIseAses symposIum recAp

The first annual Zoonotic 
Diseases Symposium was held 
at the College earlier this month. 
The symposium was organized 
by Cornell students and was 
open to students across the nation 
who were enrolled in various 
health professional programs at 

the undergraduate and graduate 
levels. Dr. Lonnie King (pictured 
at left), Director of the National 
Center for Zoonotic, Vector-
Borne, and Enteric Diseases at the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, offered the keynote 
address in conjunction with the 
College’s George C. Poppensiek 
Lecture program, which enhances 
knowledge about global animal 
health issues with the community. 
Several members of the 
Symposium’s planning committee 
are pictured at right.  (From left) 
Leslie Diaz ‘10; Dr. Alfonso 
Torres, associate dean of public 
policy; Andrea Tu ‘10; and Ming 

F. Lui ‘11. The picture was taken 
during the demonstration of 
personal protective equipment that 
is typically used to investigate 
highly contagious diseases. Dr. 
King also participated in this 
exercise, leading a small group 
session that helped to illustrate the 
importance of being prepared for 
an infectious disease outbreak. 
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Organizations experience change all 
the time.  This is particularly true 
in times of fiscal constraint when 
we all realize that change must and 
will occur.  We are fortunate to have 
the strategic plan in place that will 
allow individuals and departments 
to align with the college’s goals 
and objectives.  This provides an 
opportunity to re-think what and 
how we perform our duties and 
challenges us to verify that our daily 
actions add value to the institution.
change can also leave employees 
experiencing stress or anxiety related 
to the uncertain future.  as human 
beings we all have natural responses, 
such as decreased communication, 
depression or lack of motivation, 
feelings that there is never enough 
time, fear of speaking up, or 
physical responses such as muscle 
tension, headaches, poor sleep, or 
exhaustion.   These responses should 
be expected and can be managed.  

We know that people who are 
resilient are able to adapt in the face 
of struggle or uncertainty.  We also 
know that we can build and even 
increase our own resiliency.  
Strategies for Building Resilience
Make connections.  Good 
relationships with close family 
members, friends, or others are 
important.  asking for and accepting 
help and support from those who 
care about you and will listen to you 
strengthens resilience.  assisting 
others in their time of need also can 
benefit the helper.
Accept that change is a part of 
living.  accepting circumstances 
that cannot be changed can help 
you to refocus your energies on 
circumstances that you can impact, 
alter, or change. change can be 
difficult and may force you out of 
your “comfort zones.” Make a list of 
what in your life you can change or 
control and what you cannot.  begin 

changing and controlling those things 
you can, and stop devoting time and 
energies to the others.
Move toward your goals.  Develop 
some realistic personal goals and 
a plan of action.  Do something 
regularly – even if it seems like a 
small accomplishment – that enables 
you to move toward your goals.  ask 
yourself, “What’s the one thing I 
know I can accomplish today that 
will help me move in the direction I 
want to go?”
Be proactive and decisive.  Face 
each situation with open eyes.  Look 
ahead, and devise potential reactions 
and plans to anticipated events or 
stresses; whenever possible have a 
“plan b” in case “plan a” does not 
work.  Take decisive action rather 
than avoiding or detaching from 
problems in hopes that they go away.
Look for opportunities for self-
discovery.  People usually learn 

humAn resources:  
buIldIng resIlIence durIng tImes of chAnge

Need quick access to bacterial 
Physiology: a Molecular 
approach, human antibody 
Therapeutics for Viral Disease, or 
Principles and Technical aspects of 
Pcr amplification?  
The cornell university Library 
recently acquired online access to 
several e-book packages consisting 
of titles published by Springer from 
2005 to 2008.  The full-text of all 
1,174 titles in the biomedical and 
Life Sciences collection and 1,196 
on the Medicine list can now be 
viewed through the Library catalog.  
These two sets also include some 
e-series titles, such as current Topics 
in Microbiology and Immunology.  

additional e-books in computer 
science, physics, chemistry and 
materials science, engineering, and 
earth and environmental science 
were also acquired, making a total of 
nearly 17,000 Springer titles.  
collection development librarians 
from a number of campus libraries, 
including the Flower-Sprecher 
Veterinary Library and the Weill 
cornell Medical college Library, 
coordinated efforts and pooled 
funding for these sets.  This follows 
continuing efforts by the libraries 
to provide seamless access to 
online journals, databases, and 
other networked resources at all 
cornell locations.  

In addition to locating recent 
Springer e-books by author and title, 
it is possible to see a complete listing 
of titles in each subject collection.  
For example, if you would like to 
find all ebooks by Springer that are 
related to medicine:

In the Library catalog, select the 1. 
Guided Keyword Search tab. 
after Search For, enter 2. 
SpringerLink ebooks medicine. 
click on the drop-down box to 3. 
the immediate right and select as 
a phrase. 
Next to Search In, click on the 4. 
drop-down box and select author/
creator. 
click on the Search button. 5. 

flower-sprecher VeterInAry lIbrAry
sprInger electronIc books now AVAIlAble onlIne

college new
s

(continued on page 9)
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tenure And promotIons
Dr. Craig Altier, associate professor, received indefinite 
tenure in the Department of Population Medicine and 
Diagnostic Sciences effective November 1, 2008.
Dr. Scott Coonrod, associate professor, received 
indefinite tenure in the Department of biomedical 
Sciences effective November 1, 2008.
Dr. Gerald Duhamel, professor, received indefinite 
tenure in the Department of biomedical Sciences effective 
November 1, 2008.
Dr. William Horne, professor, received indefinite 
tenure in the Department of clinical Sciences effective 
November 1, 2008.

Dr. David Lin received promotion to associate professor 
with indefinite tenure in the Department of biomedical 
Sciences effective November 1, 2008.
Dr. Alexander Travis received promotion to associate 
professor with indefinite tenure in the Department of 
biomedical Sciences effective November 1, 2008.
Dr. Lorin Warnick received promotion to professor in 
the Department of Population Medicine and Diagnostic 
Sciences effective November 1, 2008.
Dr. Margaret McEntee received promotion to professor 
with indefinite tenure in the Department of clinical 
Sciences effective November 1, 2008.

An updAte from felIne heAlth center (fhc)
Live with Raiser’s Edge
The Fhc went live with its new donor software pro-
gram, raiser’s edge by blackbaud, on January 5, 2009. 
The two databases that the Fhc had used for many years 
were converted to the new software, a process that took 
several months. raiser’s edge should enable the Fhc to 
interact with its donors and friends in a more efficient 
and timely way. 

Animal Cops of Animal Planet
a uK film crew visited the Fhc in October 2008 to film 
segments for an upcoming 2009 special showing of ani-
mal cops which will address the unique abilities of cats to 
survive in difficult situations. The special will focus entire-
ly on cats and the way in which a cat’s physical make-up 
equips and enables it to endure and survive some of the 
hardships it may encounter in life. 

something about themselves and may 
find that they have grown in some 
respect as a result of their struggle 
with loss and change.
Nurture a positive view of yourself.  
be patient and kind with yourself.  
Developing confidence in your ability 
to solve problems and trusting your 
instincts helps to build resilience.
Keep things in perspective.  Try to 
consider the stressful situation in a 
broader context and keep a long-term 
perspective.  avoid blowing the event 
out of proportion or getting ahead of 
yourself.  Focus on doing what needs 
to be done in the here and now.
Take care of yourself.  Pay attention 
to your own needs and feelings.  
engage in activities that you enjoy 
and find relaxing.  exercise regularly.  
Taking care of yourself helps to keep 

your mind and body primed to deal 
with situations that require resilience.
These suggestions can help.  
ultimately, though, individuals 
must find a personal strategy for 
fostering resilience that works for 
that unique person.  The success 
of these strategies will depend on 
what you have already learned from 
your previous experiences as well as 
understanding what works for you.  
even knowing that you are unable to 
cope with stress is valuable because 
that allows an opportunity to access 
resources that can help such as 
the employee assistance Program 
(216.1410) or your human resource 
representative (253.4111). 
The college’s leadership is taking the 
measures needed to preserve and 
enhance the research, service, and 
teaching mission of this college.  
Individuals have a vital role to play 

as well—embracing that change and 
doing what we can to ensure our 
collective success for the future.
Other resources for managing 
change:

Resilience at Work•	  by Salvatore 
r. Maddi and Deborah 
M. Khoshaba, american 
Management association 
(available in the Ohr Library)
Leading Change•	  by John P Kotter, 
harvard business School Press 
(available in the Ohr Library)
Who Moved My Cheese?•	  by 
Spencer Johnson, M.D., G.P. 
Putnam & Sons (available in the 
Ohr Library)
“•	 Perspectives on Organizational 
Change” workshop (available 
through Skillsoft. http://www.cit.
cornell.edu/training/skillsoft.cfm)

(continued from page 8)
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in brief

In the news 
reporters from local, regional, national, and international news outlets frequently look to the 
College of Veterinary Medicine for expert commentary. For example: 

Morris Animal Foundation (MAF) 
has created a web site, http://www.
morrisanimalfoundation.org/
special-campaigns/ccc/, exclusive 
to canine cancer for those who love 
dogs and are interested in learning 
more, complete with facts and 
advice from cornell university and 
colorado State university.
In “Postpartum endometrial 
cytology in beef cows,” published 
in the March 15, 2009 issue of 
Theriogenology, Dr. robert 

Gilbert and his co-workers 
describe postpartum endometrial 
cytology and actuate the impact 
of subclinical endometrial 
inflammation cytology on 
reproduction in beef cows.
cornell university college of 
Veterinary Medicine veterinarians 
were cited in an article “Match your 
cat to Its Food” from The Daily 
Cat explaining:  “The advances in 
cat nutrition must be working, as 
the percentage of cats older than six 

years of age has nearly doubled in 
just over a decade.”
Dr. Jon cheetham and colleagues 
from the Department of clinical 
Sciences were highlighted on 
TheHorse.com (part of Blood-
Horse Publications) for their work 
in managing laryngeal hemiplegia 
(roaring). Dr. cheetham is quoted as 
saying, “The most effective treatment 
currently available for roaring is a 
prosthetic laryngoplasty with vocal 
cordectomy and ventriculectomy.”

on the roAd 
our alumni continue to inspire philanthropy!

Dr. christine Saunders, a research 
assistant professor in the Department 
of Pharmacology at Vanderbilt 
university Medical center, recently 
contacted the alumni affairs, 
Development, and communications 
Office looking for a way to honor 
her father’s incredible career as a 
veterinary pathologist.  
Leon Z. Saunders, PhD ‘51, became 
one of the first Diplomates of the 
american college of Veterinary 
Pathology.  at cornell, he supervised 
and conducted hundreds of post 
mortem examinations, while his 
research focused on inherited 
neuropathologies.  he went on to 
head the Pathology & Toxicology 
Division for Smith, Kline & French 
Laboratories.  he has been honored 
many times and in many parts of the 
world for his scholarly achievements. 
even though his DVM degree was 

from Ontario Veterinary college 
in Guelph, his time at cornell 
university was special to him and 
we have begun discussions with her 
about how to accomplish her goal. 
The Feline Health Center continues 
to inspire donors to think of us 
first when bequests are planned. a 
gentleman with homes in Jordanville, 
Ny, and Lake havasu, aZ, plans to 
contribute one-third of his estate to 
the center at his death. an owner of 
an 18-year old cat with two detached 
retinas and little hearing, he wanted 
to ensure his gift would be used for 
feline health research.
More than 150 donors and guests 
attended the club Suites at 
Madison Square Garden to watch 
the Westminster Kennel club Dog 
Show during its two-day event. 
While being treated to the show and 
personal tours of the bench area, 

guests learned about the college 
of Veterinary Medicine, the baker 
Institute for animal health, and the 
Medical Genetics DNa bank and 
met Dean Kotlikoff and Dr. Carolyn 
McDaniel, Drs. Doug Antzcak, 
Tom Kern, Rodney Page, Rory 
Todhunter, and Joe Wakshlag.
Superior service inspires generous 
giving. a Pennsylvania couple, who 
brought their rottweiler to cornell 
for treatment, was so impressed with 
Drs. Stuart and Susan Bliss they 
have made a contribution directed 
to canine research. “We feel they 
[Drs. bliss] are truly an asset to your 
faculty and you should count your 
blessings that you have them.” They 
went on to say, “It is likely your 
facility will see more referrals from 
dog owners such as us if you continue 
to staff outstanding people like Stuart 
and Susan bliss.”


