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I want to begin by thanking the Commissioner for this invitation. As a 
professional economist and statistician for 40 years, I have always 
regarded the Bureau of Labor Statistics with the highest esteem as a 
model producer of quality information in an admirably transparent and 
professional manner. Your Handbook of Methods is the international 
standard for organizing the metadata for a statistical agency’s products.

There is no question in my mind that you understand what you are 
doing, and how important that work is for keeping the world informed 
about social and economic conditions in the United States.

I don’t mean to be presumptuous in presenting these challenges, many 
of which you have already recognized and begun to address. Still, we 
have a long way to travel, and I hope that my remarks will be helpful in 
navigating that journey.



The Data Bloggers





Earnings Inequality in the U.S.-Uncorrected



Earnings Inequality in the U.S.-Corrected



Records Removed from the Frame and Why



Let Me Model That for You









What If All Data Were Private?





Where computer 
scientists act like 
MSC = MSB

Where social 
scientists act like 
MSC = MSB







Can We Stop P-hacking?







Bertrand, Kamenica and Pan (QJE 2015), doi: 10.1093/qje/qjv001



Putting the Pieces Together



Suppose we wanted to design a new, continuously updated information system on 
local labor markets.

Use the ideas from “Data bloggers” to properly combine contemporaneous elements 
harvested from the data jungle with designed elements produced by the agency.

Use the ideas from “Let me model that for you” to produce local estimates and 
measures of reliability for all local areas every period, including periods when the 
designed content is not in the field.

Use the ideas from “What if all data were private?” to provably protect the design-
consistent, model-based estimates from all future privacy attacks.

Use the ideas from “Can we stop p-hacking?” to open a portal to the underlying data 
that returns safe estimates of hypotheses (i.e., estimates that have a controlled false 
discovery rate) and incorporates them into future versions of the model.

There are working prototypes of all these pieces running now. That’s where I got the 
graphics in this talk.
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