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THE EGGS

PC eggs are laid singly in the newly developing fruit. The
white, oval eggs measure about 0.35 by 0.6 mm and hatch
in 2-12 days.

THE LARVAE

Upon hatching, the young larvae bore into the fruit. On
stone fruits, the larvae will feed to but not on the seed. Lar-
vae willfeed onthe seeds of pome fruits. Larvae are killed in
apples by the pressure of the growing fruit cells and can
only complete their development in dropped fruit.

PC larvae are grayish-white, legless grubs with curved
bodies and brown heads (Fig. 5a). The newly hatched lar-
vae are about 1 mm long, while full grown larvae measure
between 6-9 mm in length. The larval developmental time
spent within the fruit is between 2-3 weeks. Upon becoming
full grown, the larvae burrow an inch or two into the soil and
construct a pupal chamber. It is normally 12-16 days
before the larvae pupate after leaving the fruit.

THE PUPAE

The pupae are white and measure 4.5-7 mm long (Fig.

5b). Two to 3 weeks are spent in the pupal stage before PC
become adults. Several additional days pass before the
cuticule of the adults harden and they emerge from the
ground.

PLANT INJURY

PC injury to fruit falls into several categories: surface
feeding and oviposition wounds from overwintered beetles
that can scar (Fig. 6) and/or misshape the fruit by harvest;
internal injury produced by burrowing larvae (Fig. 7);
premature drop of the fruit; and feeding punctures made by
aduits in the late summer and falil (Fig. 8).

CONTROL

In the spring, PC control can be obtained with 1-3 insec-
ticide applications, depending upon the spray timing and
severity of the problem. The first spray should be applied at
about petal fall. Consult your local recommendations for
the best materials to use in your area.

Sprays directed specifically at late summer and fall con-
trol of PC are normally not needed. Materials directed at
other pests at this time normally provide control.

GUIDE TO STAGES

STAGE TIMING WHERE TO LOOK
Adults Spring when temperatures exceed In orchard adjacent to
15.5C (60F) hedgerow. Feeding wounds
are frequently the first
sign of adult presence.
Late July to hibernation (tem- Same as above
peratures below 15.5C (60F)
Eggs Petal fall and 30 days there- On developing fruit within cre-
after scent shaped oviposition wounds.
Larvae Early June through mid-July Within injured, dropped fruit.
Pupae Mid-July through mid-August In soil within 25 mm (1 in.) of

surface.
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