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Adoxophyes orana
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The summer fruit tortrix moth is an insect pest native to Europe and
Asia. It primarily feeds on apples, cherries, and pears, though it has
over 50 other plant hosts. While summer fruit tortrix has yet to be
discovered in the United States, its arrival and establishment could be
devastating.

Concern
Apples, cherries, and pears are economically important crops in New
York and the United States. The introduction and establishment of
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summer fruit totrix poses serious risks in economic crop loss, costs of
control measures, and potential trade barriers for export of fruit.

Description
Summer fruit tortrix caterpillars are yellow-green, and they web leaves
together where they later pupate. The first generation of adult moths
emerges in June and July, the second in August and September. With
a wingspan of 0.75-0.87 inches, female moths are larger than males,
whose wingspan is generally 0.60-0.75 inches. Male moths have more
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distinct markings, rusty orange with a dark brown pattern that usually
widens into a triangular shape at the edge of the forewing. Females
tend to have brownish wings with less distinct markings.

Damage
Before a plant even has a crop, summer fruit tortrix caterpillars
begin eating the leaves, eventually webbing them together. Leaf
damage is not as economically troublesome as fruit damage; however
caterpillars will feed on fruit if it is available. They create pin-like
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holes that ruin the crop’s outer appearance and these injuries make
the fruit significantly more susceptible to post-harvest decay and rots.
Damaged fruit cannot be sold for fresh market consumption and is
downgraded for processing.

For More Information
Summer Fruit Tortrix Moth. 2008. Massachusetts Introduced Pest
Outreach Project, Pest Fact Sheets. http://www.massnrc.org/pests/
pestFAQsheets/summer%20fruit%20tortrix%20moth.htm

Summer Fruit Tortrix Adult Female. Photo: Pest and
Diseases Image Library, Bugwood.org

Summer Fruit Tortrix Moth Fact Sheet. 2009. Rhode Island Dept of
Environmental Management/Division of Agriculture, CAPS. http://www.
dem.ri.gov/programs/bnatres/agricult/pdf/summerfruittortrixmoth.pdf

Forewing of a summer fruit tortrix female moth.
Photo: Pest and Diseases Image Library, Bugwood.org

Produced by the New York State Integrated Pest Management Program, which is funded
through Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension, the NYS Department of Agriculture
and Markets, the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, and USDA-NIFA. Special
funding for this project was provided by USDA Farm Bill 10201. Funding administered by
the NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets and USDA-APHIS. Design by Karen English,
New York State IPM Program. Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal program and
employment opportunities. © 2012 Cornell University and the New York State IPM Program.
Updated 3/2018 at hdl.handle.net/1813/42884

www.nysipm.cornell.edu

