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Plan envisions the
campus of the future 

c1-c4CAMJA08  6/13/08  2:50 PM  Page c1



c1-c4CAMJA08  6/13/08  2:50 PM  Page c2



Corne

July | August 2008 1

In This Issue A
lu

m
n

i M
agazin

e

2 From David Skorton
Humanitarian effort

4 The Big Picture
Raise your gloves!

6 Correspondence
Degree debate (Part One)

8 Letter from Ithaca
Degree debate (Part Two)

10 From the Hill
Docs in Doha

14 Sports
Take a dive

18 Authors
Mexican standoff

20 Wines of the 
Finger Lakes
2007 Ventosa Vineyards 
Tocai Friulano

59 Classifieds & 
Cornellians in Business

61 Alma Matters

64 Class Notes

100 Legacies

104 Alumni Deaths

112 Cornelliana
Get smart

38 Radical Thinker
BRAD HERZOG ’90
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From David Skorton

Why the Arts and Humanities Remain the
Heart of Our Research University

Cornell is known as a powerhouse in sci-
ence and technology. Last year, our
research expenditures were almost $660
million, and these funds largely sup-

ported important work in the life, physical, mathemat-
ical, engineering, and social sciences. Continuation and
enhancement of our leadership in these fields is a high
priority for the University.

The arts and humanities make contributions to our
campus far beyond what their research expenditures
might imply. They nurture our creative instincts. They
maintain and convey our cultural heritage and expose us
to other cultures. They help us explore what it means to
be human, including both ethical and aesthetic dimen-
sions. If science and technology help us answer questions
of “what” and “how,” the arts and humanities give us
ways to confront the intangible, to contemplate the
“why,” to imagine, to create. Cornell is and must con-
tinue to be a model for the critical role of the arts and
humanities in education, research, and outreach.

Virtually all Cornell students—not just those in the
College of Arts and Sciences—take courses in writing,
English, philosophy, history, foreign languages. Each
year, more than 1,000 students from all schools and col-
leges participate in choral and instrumental ensembles
and student-organized musical groups, far surpassing the num-
ber who become music majors. And our students learn from
some of the most creative and distinguished faculty anywhere. I
will mention just a few examples.

M. H. (Mike) Abrams, the Class of 1916 Professor of English
Emeritus, remains a revered figure in literary criticism. Continu-
ing his legacy are newer members of our faculty such as Masha
Raskolnikov, associate professor of English, who investigates top-
ics in medieval literary culture and contemporary theory, and Lau-
rent Dubreuil, associate professor in the Department of Romance
Studies, who studies literature as an expression of thought that
defies the boundaries of rationality. Both were honored this year
with Robert and Helen Appel Fellowships in recognition of their
excellence in teaching and scholarly promise.

Spencer Topel, a doctoral candidate in music, composed
“Automata,” which served as the processional for my inaugura-
tion ceremony two years ago. The winner of the 2006 ASCAP
Morton Gould Award, Topel works closely with such distin-
guished members of our music faculty as Kevin Ernste, Roberto
Sierra, and Steven Stucky. Junot Diaz, MFA ’95, won a Pulitzer
Prize in fiction this year for his novel The Brief Wondrous Life
of Oscar Wao. He will visit campus next spring as the Eissner
Alumni Artist of the Year. Melissa Bank, MFA ’88, author of the
best-selling short-story collection The Girls’ Guide to Hunting
and Fishing, will also be a visiting writer next spring.

No curricular or research aspiration is more important to me
than maintaining and enhancing Cornell’s strength in the artis-

tic and humanistic disciplines. We will accomplish this by con-
tinuing Provost Biddy Martin’s strategic and forward-looking
support for recruitment and retention in these fields, as well as
for developing better facilities for the humanities. We are engaged
in serious fundraising for the arts and humanities, and—thanks
to your support—we are succeeding.

Last fall, the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation pledged $2.5
million to help Cornell endow three new senior humanities pro-
fessorships. To meet the Mellon challenge, we need to raise $9.6
million over the next five years. In support of the $20 million
expansion of the Johnson Art Museum, we have raised more
than $18.5 million so far, including generous grants from the
Kresge Foundation, the National Endowment for the Humani-
ties, and other foundations, and especially from alumni, families,
and friends of the University. Paul Milstein Hall will provide a
much-needed home for our top-ranked undergraduate architec-
ture program in a facility that will be a campus landmark. And
a proposed new humanities building on the Arts Quad—the his-
toric heart of the campus—will signal the priority we give to
humanistic study.

Through our commitment to the arts and humanities, Cor-
nell will remain a place where culture is created, conveyed, safe-
guarded, and preserved—and where we encourage the aesthetic
and ethical development of all of our students. I invite you to be
part of the re-birth of the arts and humanities at Cornell.

— President David Skorton
david.skorton@cornell.edu

ROBERT BARKER / UP
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The Big Picture
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Fits Like A Glove

The 6,000 graduates who received
degrees at Cornell’s 140th com-
mencement on Memorial Day
Weekend included a joyous bunch
of newly minted veterinarians, who
celebrated in traditional style: by
waving inflated latex exam gloves
used in large-animal medicine.
LINDSAY FRANCE / UP
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Trustees to re-affirm the 1886 resolution
in opposition to the granting of honorary
degrees, thus ensuring that this will con-
tinue to be a principle of our beloved Cor-
nell. Ezra Cornell and A. D. White would
certainly approve.

Eddie Cruet ’85
Ponce, Puerto Rico

Not Impressed
Re: “High & Dry” (May/June 2008). I
just can’t believe that Cornell is support-
ing the utterly stupid effort to rebuild in
New Orleans’s Lower Ninth Ward. Any-
body who chooses to live below the water-
line like that is beyond all rational help!

Tom Nisbet ’60
Alexandria, Virginia

Soft News?
“Nose for News” (Currents, May/June
2008) is a perfect example of a problem
in American journalism today. Beth
Saulnier and her interview subject, [ABC
News reporter] Kate Snow ’91, both fol-
low the “adoring journalism” model and
apparently care little about a critical view
of their subjects. This makes it easier for
them to get access, which of course
enhances their careers—but it does little
to help the public. A good example can be
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Correspondence

Standing on Principle
Alumni applaud Faculty Senate vote on honorary degrees

The recent vote by the Faculty Senate to
reject the request that Cornell scrap a
long-standing tradition and grant hon-
orary degrees deserves our heartfelt con-
gratulations. That it was resoundingly
voted down reflects, I think, the feeling of
most alumni that the value of their earned
degrees should not be diluted by any not
earned but conferred for other reasons.
Well done, Faculty Senate, and thank you.

Jim Hazzard ’50
Ithaca, New York

Ed. Note: Jim Hazzard is a former direc-
tor of alumni affairs at Cornell. For more
on the Faculty Senate vote, see page 8.

Congratulations to the Faculty Senate for
voting against granting honorary degrees.
There are many things about Cornell that
make me proud, and the tradition of
granting degrees only to those who have
worked for the honor is one of them. At
commencement time, the subject of hon-
orary degrees often comes up among
friends and colleagues. Not many non-
Cornellians are aware of the University’s
policy. When I explain it, they are always
impressed.

Last year I went to a grandson’s grad-
uation at a prestigious New England lib-
eral arts college. As I yawned through the
second honorary degree recipient’s
address, I slowly dehydrated in the hot
sun and remembered with great pleasure
the Cornell commencements I have
attended. No long speeches! Another rea-
son to avoid honoraries.

Claire Desaix Simpson ’55
Moorestown, New Jersey

Achievement is measured at Cornell by
earning your degree the old-fashioned
way: for academic work performed. Sim-
ply said, it would not be fair to issue a
degree to someone who has not earned it.
Perhaps it is time for the Board of

seen in Snow’s reply about being
too soft on Hillary Clinton, in
which she says she was also
accused of being “too friendly to
the Bush Administration” and had
“taken it from both sides.” I inter-
pret that as meaning she’ll cozy up
to anyone for a good interview.

Scott Peer ’80
Glendale, California

Infringement
Carol Kammen praises Andrew
Dickson White for supposedly

having said that he would never sanction
anything that would infringe on the priv-
ileges of Jewish students (“Any Person...,”
May/June 2008). However, in 1949 (and
probably before) geographic means were
used to discover which applicants to Cor-
nell were Jewish. If you were from, say,
Rochester or Buffalo—no problem. But
several brilliant young women who were
top of their high school classes in New
York City were turned down. Yet they
were so bright, they won the Cornell
Scholarship and had to be accepted.

Joan Kanel Slomanson ’53
New York, New York

Correction—May/June 2008
“Top Jobs Filled,”
From the Hill, page
14: In a news item
about the appoint-
ments of Joe Thomas
as dean of the Johnson
School and William
Fry as dean of the fac-
ulty, we ran a photo of
Joe Thomas—but the
caption said “William
Fry.” We regret the
error. Here are the
two deans, correctly
identified.

Website cornellalumnimagazine.com

Digital archive
ecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/3157

Speak up! We encourage letters from readers and try to publish as
many as we can.They must be signed and may be edited for length, clarity,
and civility. 

Send to: Jim Roberts, Editor, Cornell Alumni Magazine, 
401 E. State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850 
fax: (607) 272-8532 e-mail: jhr22@cornell.edu

f

Joe Thomas

William Fry
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O n May 14, the Faculty
Senate met to consider a
motion from Weill Cor-
nell Medical College that

would allow the college to award hon-
orary degrees. The senate, which hasn’t
always managed to reach a quorum this
year, had no trouble doing so at this meet-
ing—because the motion proposed a break
with one of the University’s oldest tradi-
tions, namely that Cornell does not award
honorary degrees.

Representing the Medical college were Professors Ralph
Nachman, Jack Barchas, and David Hajjar, Weill Cornell’s exec-
utive vice provost. The main reason they gave in favor of the
motion was that they “wished to recognize outstanding intellec-
tual achievements, creative accomplishments, and leadership in
education, public service, medical ethics, or other appropriate
sectors of society, both nationally and internationally.” Noting
that many peer institutions award honorary degrees, they
requested an exception from Cornell’s long-standing policy, say-
ing that recognizing outstanding contributions is “consonant
with the fundamental mission of the University.” They argued
that biomedicine “provides a particularly fertile field of signifi-
cant and notable achievements, worthy of special recognition.” 

In the discussion of the motion, many Ithaca faculty begged
to differ. Some speakers argued that it was presumptuous of the
Medical college to claim this privilege for itself alone, saying that
other fields were equally meritorious. Others suspected that
degrees might be awarded simply as rewards for financial help,
because the wording of the proposal was vague enough to allow
it. Ultimately, the Faculty Senate voted overwhelmingly against
the proposal: forty-seven opposed and four in favor, with six
abstentions.

Some of the arguments made at the meeting harked back to
those of 1886, when Charles Kendall Adams, Cornell’s second
president, reversed the no-honorary-degrees policy of his prede-
cessor, Andrew Dickson White. Shortly after taking office,
Adams awarded doctorates of law to White and David Starr Jor-
dan, MS 1872, who was at the time the president of Indiana
University and later became the first president of Stanford. (Iron-

Letter from Ithaca

Degrees of Separation

ically, the recipients themselves had gone on record in favor of
the ban.) As the Cornell Alumni News noted in a 1901 editorial:
“When President Adams came to Cornell from Michigan, where
honorary degrees were granted—as at every other American insti-
tution except Cornell—he was ignorant of Cornell’s peculiar
pride in its own stand.”

When the alumni discovered what had happened, they were
incensed and submitted a petition to the faculty and trustees with
arguments so powerful that the trustees reversed the policy and
renounced honorary degrees “with no prejudice to those already
awarded.” The alumni—arguing that they were the most likely
recipients of such degrees and thus deserved to have their voices
heard—rejected such degrees on the grounds that they would
devalue their own, earned by hard academic work. “The petition
was printed and widely circulated,” the Alumni News said in
1901, “and applauded by the whole world of American schol-
arship.” The conflict, in large part, cost Adams his job; he was
forced to resign in 1892.

My position at the recent Faculty Senate meeting was that
these arguments were as relevant today as they were a century
ago. While honorary degrees are not as common as they were
back then—when many schools granted them as a way to raise
their profiles and curry favor with politicians—nonetheless, a
large majority in the Faculty Senate believes that they still pres-
ent a danger. And looking at the results of a poll on the Cornell
Alumni Magazine website, which ran more than six to one
against granting honorary degrees, the alumni of today agree.

— Howard Howland, PhD ’68
Professor of neurobiology and behavior

More than a century after a Cornell president 

lost his job over granting honorary doctorates, the issue

remains controversial with faculty and alumni

MARC ROSENTHAL
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From theHill

Campus News

MAHER ATTAR

Brand new bag:
Sheikha Mozah,
first lady of
Qatar, received a
doctor’s bag and
white coat from
the WCMC-Q
Class of 2008.
Dignitaries at the
commencement
in Doha included
Board of Over-
seers chairman
Sanford Weill ’55
(left) and Weill
Cornell Dean 
Antonio Gotto
(right).

Exotic Medicine
In a gesture that brought the audience to its feet for a round of
applause, Sheikha Mozah Bint Nasser Al-Missned donned a white
physician’s coat and clutched a sleek black-leather doctor’s bag
during the first-ever commencement for Weill Cornell Medical Col-
lege in Qatar (WCMC-Q). The elements of the physician’s traditional
garb were gifts to the Sheikha from the inaugural class of fifteen
MDs, who received their degrees in a ceremony in a ballroom at
the Ritz Carlton hotel in the capital city of Doha. The event
marked a milestone in American higher education, as Weill Cornell
became the first U.S. medical school to grant its MD on foreign
soil. “At a time of ongoing and even escalating world tensions,
Weill Cornell Medical College in Qatar is a most positive achieve-
ment far beyond the world of medical education,” President David
Skorton, himself a cardiologist, said in his address. Sheikha Mozah,
wife of the Emir, was a driving force in the establishment of
WCMC-Q through her work with the Qatar Foundation.

The nine women and six men in the inaugural class come from
seven countries—Bosnia to Nigeria, India to Syria. Three of the
graduates are from the U.S., while four are natives of Qatar, an oil-
rich nation the size of Connecticut with a population of some 1 mil-
lion, about a third of whom are citizens and the rest expatriate
workers. “In today’s world, education is considered a privilege,” said
class speaker Jehan Al Rayahi, a Qatari who will do her radiology

residency at Hamad Medical Corporation in Doha. “It requires both a
strong ambition and the means to pursue it. My class had both.”

Although the ceremony was held more than 7,000 miles from
New York, it retained the traditional trappings of a Weill Cornell
graduation. The new MDs wore carnelian gowns with green trim and
entered the ballroom to the strains of “Pomp and Circumstance,”
followed by a parade of faculty in academic regalia. The event was
attended by more than 600 guests, including Weill Cornell Dean
Antonio Gotto and Board of Overseers Chairman Sanford Weill ’55.

During the ceremony, Skorton hailed the project as a bridge
between the people of the U.S. and the Gulf region. He lauded the
graduates—who have done as well on standardized tests and in
the annual residency “match” as their New York peers—for their
“extraordinary commitment.” The new MDs will train in a variety of
fields, including family medicine, internal medicine, surgery,
obstetrics and gynecology, emergency medicine, neurosurgery, and
anesthesiology; several will stay in Qatar for residency, while oth-
ers are bound for such institutions as Johns Hopkins and NewYork-
Presbyterian. Skorton concluded his speech with a charge to the
new MDs: “Accept your responsibility as physicians to be a true
partner with your patients: to prevent, diagnose, treat, and often
cure disease, but always to comfort, always to empathize with the
patient and the family, always to remain humble and grateful.”
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Bidding Biddy Farewell
Provost Carolyn “Biddy” Martin has
accepted the top job of chancellor
at the University of Wisconsin,
Madison. The move ends Martin’s
twenty-four-year career at Cornell,
where she held her first academic
post. A professor of German studies
and women’s studies, Martin has
been Cornell’s provost—its chief
officer of academics and opera-
tions—since 2000. Martin knows
Madison well, having earned her
doctorate in German literature there in 1985. As chancellor of the
41,000-student university, Martin’s responsibilities will include
ensuring its re-accreditation in 2009. 
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UP

Stephen Weiss, 72
Stephen Weiss ’57, one of the Uni-
versity’s foremost benefactors, died
April 16 of heart failure. During his
twenty-four years on the Board of
Trustees, including eight as chair-
man, Weiss helped select four Cor-
nell presidents and create the Weill
Cornell Medical College Board of
Overseers, of which he served as
inaugural chairman. “Steve was a
most engaging person who had a
knack for seeing the opportunity in
every situation,” President Skorton said shortly after Weiss’s death.
“A consummate Cornellian, Steve leaves a long and broad trail that
reveals his deep attachment to all things Cornell.” More than
1,000 people packed a May 20 memorial service in New York City,
where speakers praised his spirit and humor. His brother, Roger
Weiss ’61, JD ’64, noted that Weiss once told Cornell benefactor
Sanford Weill ’55 that if he replaced the L’s in his name with S’s,
“it would have a better sound to it.”

Hat trick: On a picture-perfect day in Schoellkopf
Stadium, one grad spiced up his mortarboard with
a tiny wrestling match. 

Poetic Finish
The cadence of verse marked Cornell’s 140th commencement under
cool, sunny skies. The University’s 6,000 newest graduates listened
as President Skorton opened and closed his speech with a poem
musing on the meaning of “university,” from “a place of wonder”
to “a call to action.”  He expanded on that theme, encouraging
the Class of 2008 to join the University in serving the public
good. “I believe we have a responsibility to give back by bringing
the fruits of our research to the public, side by side with pursuing
knowledge for its own sake,” he said, “and by cultivating in our
students the social responsibility that will enable them to con-
tinue their efforts after they earn their degrees.” 

Poet Maya Angelou spoke at Senior Convocation the day
before, telling the class that courage is the most important virtue,
because no other virtues can be practiced without it. She closed
by reciting lyrics to a song she had written after witnessing a
stranger spit on two young people on a London street corner.
Challenging her audience to try for a week to refrain from using
“racial pejoratives” and “sexual bashing” terms, she said, “It is up
to you. So much is up to you.”

Jessie Comba ’09, Katherine McEachern ’09, and Ryan Walter ’09,
winners of Udall Scholarships, given to students interested in
public policy and health care. 

Parbir Grewal ’10 and Anna Owczarczyk ’09, winners of 
Goldwater Scholarships for excellence in math, science, and
engineering.

Professor of American Institutions Ted Lowi, winner of the
American Political Science Association’s 2008 James Madison
Award, recognizing a career of scholarly excellence.

Professors Barbara Baird, PhD ’79 (chemistry and chemical biol-
ogy), John Guckenheimer (math), Carol Krumhansl (psychology),
and Peter Lepage (physics), elected to the American Academy of
Arts and Sciences.

Black Students United, winner of Cornell’s 2008 Perkins Prize for
Interracial Understanding and Harmony, for its sponsorship of
an event that brought together nine student organizations to
discuss diversity. 

Sherman Cochran, professor of Chinese history, awarded the 
Levenson Prize from the Association for Asian Studies for his
2006 book Chinese Medicine Men.

Martin Fisher ’79, recipient of the Lemelson-MIT Award for 
Sustainability for helping improve farming techniques in Africa
by inventing a pump that lets farmers produce and harvest
crops year-round. 

Give My Regards To. . .
These Cornellians in the News

UP

UP
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R&D
More information on campus research is available at www.news.cornell.edu

Female firefighters are still struggling for equality, says ILR
professor Francine Moccio and colleagues. They interviewed
175 women before issuing the first-ever report on the subject
in April. 

Studying how the brains of autistic children behave when
viewing faces, Weill Cornell psychologist Nim Tottenham has
found that they are more likely to recognize people and dis-
tinguish emotion when they focus on the eyes. The work
could offer hope for early intervention.

The enzyme NADPH-oxidase may be the key to preventing
Alzheimer’s disease.  Weill Cornell neurologist Costantino
Iadecola tested the enzyme in mice and found that the 
disease might be controlled—or even reversed—through 
antioxidant therapy.

Providing lower-income families with Internet access could
boost the economy, says management professor Jeff Prince. A
study of 18,439 Americans revealed a persistent “digital
divide,” with the rich more connected to the Internet than
the poor.

A 69-million-year-old crab with an oversized right claw is
prompting researchers to rethink how the crustaceans evolved
and adapted to their environments. Paleontologist Greg Dietl
hopes that his discovery of the fossil in a Mexican museum will

Big Win on 
‘Big Give’
Stephen Paletta ’86, BS Eng ’87, a real
estate developer from Bedford, New York,
won $1 million in April on the prime-time
reality TV show “Oprah’s Big Give.” The
former All-American lacrosse player spent
eight weeks competing against nine
other contestants to change the lives of
strangers in creative ways. Paletta did
everything from asking a crossing guard
to give $100 bills to passersby to organ-
izing a $100,000 fundraiser for the
Chicago Hope Academy. The show lets
Paletta keep $500,000 for himself and
requires that he donate the rest. 

lead to studies on current habitat loss and climate change.

Bacteria in the gut of Australia’s surgeonfish can produce tens
of thousands of copies of their genome—which is why they
have become roughly one million times bigger than other bac-
teria such as E. coli, says microbiologist Esther Angert. The
work on Epulopiscium sp. was published in Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences.

A horse virus from 1973 stored in the freezer of Cornell’s
Baker Institute is being studied to learn more about human
viruses. Associate professor of virology Gary Whittaker believes
that understanding the structure of Influenza H7 could help
prevent the next pandemic in humans.

Nanoscale images of soil from several continents reveal strik-
ing differences that are helping researchers better understand
its composition. An article in April’s Nature Geoscience by soil
and crop sciences professor Johannes Lehmann says that fur-
ther research may help scientists predict the reaction of soil
to climate change.

Weill Cornell professor of microbiology and immunology Luis
Quadri is developing anti-infectives that may help treat bacte-
rial illnesses such as tuberculosis and leprosy. The work is
vital due to the emergence of strains resistant to traditional
antibiotics. 

Strategic
Thinking
Cornell has published a new
strategic plan, its first since
1994. Thirty-three pages long,
the document spells out tactics
for reaching five overarching
goals in the twenty-first cen-
tury. Among them are: recruit-
ing exceptional faculty and
staff by boosting Cornell’s rank-
ings in some thirty fields to
the top ten in National
Research Council surveys by
2015; attracting the best stu-
dents regardless of their ability
to pay by increasing scholar-
ships; and extending Cornell’s
public service by focusing on
research that translates from
basic science to real-world
applications. The plan can be
viewed online at
www.cornell.edu/
president/strategic-plan.cfm.

‘Girls’ Guide’ Author to Teach
Fiction writer Melissa Bank, MFA ’88, will be a visiting writer on campus in spring 2009. Her 1999
short-story collection, The Girls’ Guide to Hunting and Fishing, was a New York Times best-seller. She
will teach undergraduate and graduate seminars and give a public reading as part of her appointment. 

Doing well by doing good: Paletta with ‘Big
Give’ host Oprah Winfrey, who put a philan-
thropic twist on the reality TV craze.

ABC.COM
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Tall tales: Johnson Museum director Frank Robinson celebrated the May groundbreaking for the 
museum’s new underground wing with (among other guests) a stilt-walking clown. President Skorton,
an aficionado of haiku, wrote a poem for the occasion: “yellow hat on gray / new building rising today /
new era for art.” The 16,000-square-foot, $20 million expansion is scheduled to open in fall 2010; 
it will include a lecture room, workshop, and additional gallery and storage space.

ROBERT BARKER / UP

Back At It
Peter Lepage and Stewart Schwab have been reappointed as deans
of the College of Arts and Sciences and the Law School, respec-
tively. The Board of Trustees reappointed them for five-year terms
following recommendations by President Skorton and outgoing
Provost Biddy Martin. Lepage’s term began July 1; Schwab’s will
begin January 1, 2009. 

Bill Ward, 90
William Ward, professor emeri-
tus of communication, died
April 27. He was a faculty
member for sixty-three years,
including twenty-six as depart-
ment chair. In this role, he
was instrumental in shaping
what is now the Department of
Communication, creating divi-
sions for producing publica-
tions, visual aids, and radio,
television, and film programs.
He joined the faculty in 1945
as a full professor at the age
of twenty-eight. His family has established a CALS scholarship in
his name.

The Votes Are In
Five new members were elected to Cornell’s Board of Trustees
in March. Faculty tapped Rosemary Avery, professor and chair
of policy analysis and management; staff chose Beth McKinney
’82, director of the Wellness Program; students picked Michael
Walsh, a doctoral student in biological and environmental
engineering; and alumni elected Elizabeth Altman ’88 and
Ronni Chernoff ’67. Their terms began July 1. Cornell is the
only Ivy League school—and one of the few universities in the
country—to include student, faculty, and staff as voting mem-
bers on its board. 

Tiny Tech
Cornell is teaming up with Saudi Arabia’s King Abdullah Uni-
versity of Science and Technology (KAUST) to create a research
center for nanomaterials science and technology on the Hill.
Funded by $5 million a year over five years through KAUST’s
Global Research Partnership program, the effort will be led by
Cornell engineering professors Emmanuel Giannelis and Lyden
Archer. The center will be one of four KAUST partner sites for
science research; the others are located at Oxford, Stanford,
and Texas A&M. It will focus on nanoparticle ionic materials
(NIMs), a new class of hybrid nanomaterials discovered at 
Cornell, which have potential applications for emerging tech-
nologies in such fields as water desalination and solar energy.

CORNELL NEWS SERVICE
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Sports

Making a Splash
National champ is first new diving coach in four decades

new coach last fall, it bid farewell to a Big
Red diving legend. From 1968 to 2007,
Rick Gilbert steered his divers to 13 East-
ern Intercollegiate Swimming League titles
and four All-American honors, and he
was named Eastern meet diving coach of
the year four times. In the early Nineties
Cornell could usually be found near the
top of the Ivy League, but recently the
program has struggled to break out of the
pack. “Coach Veronica brings a new per-
spective,” says Donohoe. “She’s focused
on the mental aspect of diving, using her
personal experiences to explain where
your thoughts need to be when you’re
competing.” 

For Ribot-Canales, the diving season
doesn’t end with the final meet. She has
introduced a rigorous, year-round “dry-

land” training regimen, from core strength-
ening to weight-lifting, and held optional
practices three times a week. “The diving
season ends before spring break,” she says.
“If we don’t meet for the next six months,
it would be like starting all over again. It
would be a waste of all the hard work if
we didn’t train in the off-season.” 

Ribot-Canales came to Cornell fol-
lowing a 17-year diving career; she is a
three-time U.S. champion and a four-time
Olympian. But as her competitive days
came to a close, she wanted to stay
involved in the sport. So she transitioned
to coaching by founding Team Olympia,
a squad in Kendall, Florida, for divers
below collegiate age. 

On the Hill, Ribot-Canales has chal-
lenged her athletes to push their limits and

Veronica Ribot-Canales
mimics a diver’s walk
and approach along the
slippery tiles of Teagle

Pool, taking small, calculated steps and
pantomiming the dive’s flips with her
arms. One meter above her, Chris Dono-
hoe ’09 follows the coach’s routine and
bounces off the board, flipping twice in
the air before opening up and piercing the
water with little more than a ripple. Cor-
nell diving’s new head coach smiles and
claps, energetically motioning to the next
diver. Known for her hands-on coaching
style, Ribot-Canales is rarely seen sitting
down during a practice or meet. “It’s as if
I’m exercising the entire time I’m coach-
ing,” she says.

As Teagle Pool welcomed its animated

Dive right in: Veronica Ribot-Canales is a former Olympian with a dynamic coaching style.

LISA BANLAKI FRANK
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Sports Shorts

try more difficult dives. Donohoe learned
five new dives this year, including a three-
and-a-half somersault; Kathryn Aden ’10
mastered a one-and-a-half back flip,
which was especially tough considering
that she’d just started the sport. Compet-
ing as a gymnast, Aden had suffered a
partially torn ACL her freshman year.
Realizing that her body was “done with
gymnastics,” she approached Ribot-
Canales. “I got on the board and she
started teaching me, and it just clicked,”
Aden says. Ribot-Canales helped her
unlearn the most basic gymnastic instinct:
landing on her feet. “Coach Veronica

ALMOST! Two Cornell teams
were one step away from win-
ning national titles this
spring. The gymnastics squad
finished second at the USA
Gymnastics Collegiate Champi-
onship, its best showing ever
at the meet. The Big Red fin-
ished one point behind Texas
Women’s College after setting
school records for team scores
in the vault, floor exercise,
and all-around. Megan Gilbert
’08 led the way with a sec-
ond-place finish in the bar. In
addition, Cornell head coach
Paul Beckwith was named the USAG National Coach of the Year. The other near-miss was
recorded by the men’s polo team, which lost the national championship match to Texas
A&M 20-10. In the semifinals, the Big Red beat second-ranked Virginia 16-15 after trail-
ing 11-6 at halftime. Robert Harvey ’09 led Cornell with 11 goals.

WINNING STREAKS They took different routes, but both the men’s and women’s track and
field teams ended up in a familiar spot at the 2008 Outdoor Heptagonal Championships:
first place. The men rolled to their sixth straight outdoor Heps title in dominating style,
finishing with a meet-record 199 points. Adam Seabrook ’08 was named the Most Out-
standing Performer after winning the 400 meters and 400-meter hurdles and also running
on the first-place 1,600-meter relay and second-place 400-meter relay teams. The other
individual champions included Muhammad Halim ’08 in the long jump and triple jump,
Sage Canaday ’08 in the 10,000 meters, Saidu Ezike ’08 in the 100-meter hurdles, and
Garrett Huyler ’09 in the high jump. The women’s team, meanwhile, had to rally from a
51-point deficit to edge Princeton and win their seventh straight outdoor Heps title.
Jeomi Maduka ’09 shared Most Outstanding Performer honors with Penn’s Stacy Kim after
winning the long jump (with a meet-record leap of 21 feet 3.25 inches), the triple jump,
and the 200 meters, while also running on the first-place 400-meter relay team and fin-
ishing second in the 100 meters in a school-record 11.71 seconds. It was the fourth time
that Maduka won a Heps Most Outstanding Performer award. Other individual champions
for the Big Red were Joan Casey ’08 in the 100-meter hurdles, Maria Matos ’09 in the
discus, and Jessica Weyman ’10 in the 400-meter hurdles.

CHAMPS AGAIN In May, the men’s lightweight rowing varsity-eight won their second Ivy
League championship in three years at the Eastern Sprints, held on Lake Quinsigamond in
Massachusetts. They finished more than three seconds ahead of second-place Princeton.
The lightweight team placed all five of its boats in their respective grand finals and cap-
tured the Jope Cup, given to the top overall team, for the first time since 1992.

spotted me on the trampoline repeatedly
to try to get me to land on my head, and
that helped a lot,” says Aden, who ended
the season as the highest female scorer on
the team.

Although Ribot-Canales has only one
collegiate diving season under her belt,
she hopes her methods will help the Big
Red compete better with the top diving
schools in the Ivy League, such as Har-
vard and Dartmouth. But her athletes are
just excited to be working with such a
renowned diver. Says Aden: “It kind of
gives us bragging rights.”

— Nick Corasaniti

Megan Gilbert

Cornell Sheep Program
Blankets

Created from wool of
Cornell Dorset and

Finnsheep, each blanket is 
serially numbered on the Cornell

Sheep Program logo and comes
with a certificate of authenticity.

Red stripes at each end and red binding
accent the 100% virgin wool.

Blanket sales help to support the Cornell
Sheep Program, and $10 from each sale
goes to an undergraduate scholarship
fund.

Lap robe (60 x 48 inches, 1 stripe) $80
Single (60 x 90 inches, 3 stripes) $111
Double (72 x 90 inches, 3 stripes) $122
Queen (78 x 104 inches, 3 stripes) $149

8% tax (within NY)
$8 per blanket shipping.

Cornell Orchards, Cornell Dairy Store, or
the Department of Animal Science,
114 Morrison Hall, Cornell University,

Ithaca, NY 14853-4801

Phone 607-255-7712
Fax 607-255-9829

www.sheep.cornell.edu
(click on blankets)

cspblankets@cornell.edu

CORNELL ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS/PATRICK SHANAHAN
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Canada. Miller was diagnosed with cancer
in 2003, and his recovery exceeded the
expectations of doctors who said he’d
never play lacrosse again. He went on to
play for two years at Cornell and was a
member of the Canadian team that won
the World Championship in 2006.

COACHING ACE Women’s tennis coach Rob
Weiss was inducted into the NCAA College
Tennis Hall of Fame during the NCAA Division
Championships in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Weiss
was a two-time All-American at Pepperdine
and won the 1988 singles title. After leaving
school, he was ranked as high as 85th in the
world as a professional and defeated former
number-one players Boris Becker, Ivan Lendl,
and Patrick Rafter. Weiss joined the Big Red
coaching staff in 2007 and led the team to a
9-7 record last season.

SERVE & VOLLEY Jeremy Feldman ’11
became the first Cornell men’s tennis
player to earn Ivy League Rookie of the
Year honors, after posting a perfect 7-0
record in league matches this season. Feld-
man, who played at fifth and sixth singles,
was 12-2 overall. Teammate Josh Gold-
stein ’09 received All-Ivy honorable men-
tion for his singles play and teamed with
Weston Nichols ’08 to earn honorable
mention in doubles.

IN MEMORIAM The Cornell crew team has a
new boat. The four-seat scull was chris-
tened the Michael J. Lacasse ’98 during a
special ceremony on Cayuga Inlet after Cor-
nell’s regatta with Georgetown in April.
Lacasse died of cancer in 2000, and the
scull was purchased in his memory by a
group of former teammates.

STEPPING UP Three Cornell hockey players
got a jump start on their professional
careers, signing contracts shortly after the
end of the college season. Topher Scott
’08 inked a deal with the Elmira Jackals of
the East Coast Hockey League, where he
had a goal and four assists in 11 games.
Ray Sawada ’08 signed a two-year entry-
level contract with the NHL’s Dallas Stars;
he was assigned to the Iowa Stars of the
American Hockey League and had two
goals and seven assists in 10 games. And
Doug Krantz ’08 agreed to terms with the
Texas Brahmas of the Central Hockey
League, where he had two assists in 11
playoff games.

RACING PIONEER One of the founders of
road racing in Watkins Glen, Cameron
Argetsinger, JD ’54, died at his Burdett,
New York, home in April. Argetsinger laid
out the original 6.6-mile course that
wound through the streets of the town and
circled the state park. In 1956, a purpose-
built road course was opened outside of
town and became the home of the United
States Grand Prix, which was held there
from 1961 to 1981. The track has hosted
NASCAR Nextel Cup events since 1986 and
is also the site of IndyCar and NASCAR
Nationwide Series events.

Spring Teams — Final Records
Baseball 12-27; 6-14 Ivy (4th, Gehrig Div.)

Men’s Lacrosse 11-4; 5-1 Ivy (T-1st)

Women’s Lacrosse 10-6; 5-2 Ivy (2nd)

Varsity Hvywt. Rowing 3-3

J.V. Hvywt. Rowing 5-0

Fr. Hvywt. Rowing 2-3

Varsity Ltwt. Rowing 5-2

J.V. Ltwt. Rowing 5-1

Fr. Ltwt. Rowing 3-4

Women’s Varsity Rowing 2-7

Women’s J.V. Rowing 3-6

Women’s Novice Rowing 6-2

Softball 38-10; 16-4 Ivy (2nd, South Div.)

Men’s Tennis 8-12; 3-4 Ivy (T-4th)

Women’s Tennis 9-7; 2-5 Ivy (6th)

Sports Scoreboard

TORCH BEARER Former Big Red lacrosse
goalie Kyle Miller ’06 carried the Olympic
Torch on its way to Beijing for the 2008
Summer Games. His stint covered a half-
mile near Shanghai. He was selected after
his brother wrote an essay nominating him
for the honor as part of a contest in

Topher Scott

CORNELL ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS / DARL ZEHR
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finance, won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2006, the movement to
address poverty through a businesslike strategy gained interna-
tional attention. In Third World countries, most poor people have
a stark choice between self-employment and starvation. Yunus
found that providing small loans to poor entrepreneurs could break
this vicious cycle, as they became driven businesspeople and lifted
themselves out of poverty.

Why You’re Wrong About the Right by S. E. Cupp ’00 and Brett
Joshpe ’02 (Simon & Schuster). Tired of seeing misperceptions
about their political beliefs in the media, two young conservatives
set out to correct the record. Cupp, a reference writer for the New York
Times, and Joshpe, an attorney who practices in New York City,
interviewed a who’s who of American conservatives including
Tucker Carlson, Newt Gingrich, David Horowitz, George Will, Shelby
Steele, and Ted Nugent. They go behind the stereotypes to show a
more nuanced picture of the conservative viewpoint.
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North of the Border

Images of Mexicans in American popular
culture often resemble “ugly marionettes in
the service of mercenary puppeteers,” says
Nericcio, professor and chair of English and

comparative literature at San Diego State Uni-
versity. In this fusion of cultural critique, decon-
struction, and autobiography, he dissects Orson
Welles’s film Touch of Evil, the transformation
of Rita Hayworth’s appearance, the alienation
and self-loathing of author Richard Rodriguez,
the death of actress Lupe Vélez, and the iconog-
raphy of cartoon characters Ren & Stimpy and
Speedy Gonzales. In doing so, he reveals some
of the “seductive hallucinations,” the hidden
and not-so-hidden stereotypes of Mexicans in
movies, advertising, and photography.

Queen of the Road by Doreen Orion ’81
(Broadway). It’s a scenario reminiscent of
“Green Acres.” Orion is a confirmed indoors-
woman; her record for staying inside is 118
hours. Her husband loves the great out-
doors. They are both successful psychia-
trists. When he wants to take a year off to
travel around the country in a converted
bus, she must learn how to cram her shoe
collection, two cats, a standard poodle, her
husband, and herself into 340 square feet.
Over the course of 22,000 miles, Orion dis-
covers that the decision to live in a “glorified tin can” turns out
all right. “When our living space was downsized, everything was
magnified precisely because our horizons were endless.”

America Between the Wars by Derek Chollet ’93 and James
Goldgeier (PublicAffairs). With the destruction of the Berlin Wall
and the dismantling of the Soviet Union, the United States
declared victory and assumed the role of the world’s lone super-
power. Chollet, an analyst of American foreign policy at the Center
for a New American Security, and Goldgeier, a professor of political
science at George Washington University and senior fellow at the
Council on Foreign Relations, examine the struggles over how to
respond to opportunities and threats in the decade between the
end of the Cold War and the beginning of the war on terrorism.

Small Loans, Big Dreams by Alex Counts ’88 (Wiley). When Muham-
mad Yunus, founder of the Grameen Bank and pioneer of micro-

Tex[t]-Mex by William Anthony Nericcio, PhD ’89 (Texas)
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Nonfiction

Ships Without a Shore by Anne R. Pierce
’78 (Transaction). Childhood in America has
changed as drastically and rapidly as tech-
nology. An independent scholar examines
the effects of daycare, endless activities,
increased homework, and the emphasis on
early mastery of competitive skills. She
asks whether this fast pace of change is for
the good.

The Anabasis of Cyrus translated by Wayne
Ambler ’69 (Cornell University). An associ-
ate professor and director of the Herbst
Program of Humanities at the University of
Colorado, Boulder, presents a new transla-
tion of Xenophon’s epic of the Ten Thou-
sand, Greek mercenaries stranded deep
inside the enemy territory of the Persian
Empire, who made a harrowing journey
home.

The Polemics of Possession in Spanish
American Narrative by Rolena Adorno, PhD
’74 (Yale University). The early history of
Latin America is often the story of a para-
dise lost. The chair of Spanish and Por-
tuguese at Yale analyzes the persistence in
literary works of debates over the ethics of
Spanish conquest and treatment of native
populations.

Life in the Balance by Thomas B. Graboys
’66 with Peter Zheutlin (Sterling). Dr.
Graboys was a successful cardiologist and a
professor at Harvard Medical School when
he was diagnosed with Parkinson’s and pro-
gressive dementia. In this memoir he nei-
ther sugarcoats his disease nor gives in to
despair, but tells the story as an “act of
defiance.”

Increase Your Financial IQ by Robert T.
Kiyosaki with Jake Johnson ’04 (Business
Plus). A financial education is essential for
survival in today’s world, says Kiyosaki, an
entrepreneur whose investment advice
often flies in the face of conventional wis-
dom. He argues that the rules of money
have changed. 

Cross-Country Skiing in the Sierra Nevada
by Tim Hauserman, MRP ’84 (The Country-
man). The resorts of the Sierra Nevada lie
within a few hours’ drive of 30 million peo-
ple. Hauserman, an instructor in Lake
Tahoe, gives information on thirteen
resorts, including the best trails, safety
tips, and how to enjoy the sport.

Recently Published

Visit 
Cornell 
Alumni 
Magazine—
online 
cornellalumnimagazine.com

and our
archive at 
ecommons
ecommons.library.cornell.edu/
handle/1813/3157
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Featured Selection

I t seems fitting that a family of
Italian descent should choose a
northern Italian grape variety,
Tocai Friulano, for their vine-

yard in the Finger Lakes region. So
it comes as no surprise that, in
the spring of 2001, Lenny and
Meg Cecere decided to plant
twenty-three acres of these
vinifera vines in a spot just
south of Geneva on the eastern
shore of Seneca Lake. Their
winery, Ventosa Vineyards—
which features Tuscan-style
architecture and a stunning
lakeside vista—now produces
3,000 to 3,500 cases of wine
annually. (Ventosa is Italian
for “windy,” an apt descrip-
tion of this site.)

Eric Shatt, who holds a
BS in agriculture biology spe-
cializing in viticulture from
New Mexico State University,
has been working as Ventosa’s
vineyard manager and winemaker
for more than four years. He says the
two main problems facing growers of

Tocai Friulano grapes are birds
(“they love to eat them”) and sus-
ceptibility to late-season botrytis
bunch rot. 

After fending off both the birds
and the fungus, Shatt produced

344 cases of the 2007 Ventosa
Vineyards Tocai Friulano
(about $16 per bottle), a
beautifully rendered, off-dry
(0.9 percent residual sugar),
medium-bodied white wine
of moderate acidity. Its initial
impression in the mouth
recalls lime citrus, while the
mid-palate kicks in with
bananas and melons and the
clean finish offers up a subtle
note of nectarine. Shatt likes
it with fresh fruit and brie,
while the Ventosa tasting-
room crew recommends it
with Thai food or sushi with
wasabi. To this list, one might

also add prosciutto.
— Dana Malley

Dana Malley is a wine buyer and the manager
of Northside Wine & Spirits in Ithaca.

2007 VENTOSA VINEYARDS TOCAI FRIULANO

Wines
of the
Finger
Lakes
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Currents

The Victorian house at 412 North Aurora Street
looks like many others in Ithaca’s Fall Creek
neighborhood. It’s got a porch swing, a well-
tended patch of lawn, and a funky paint job—

maroon with yellow trim. It’s the activities inside that set it apart:
classes, meditation sessions, and workshops on Tibetan Bud-
dhism, all open to the public. The modest house is Namgyal
Monastery, home to five monks—and the Dalai Lama’s official
headquarters in North America. But not for long. Namgyal is
building a new monastic complex on South Hill, providing a
venue more fitting for Tibet’s spiritual and political leader, and
giving the monks a more serene retreat. “Here, there’s always
something happening,” says the Venerable Tenzin Gephel, Cor-
nell’s Buddhist chaplain, who has lived on Aurora Street since
1997. “Maybe it will be quieter over there, better for personal
practices and meditation.”

The project, jump-started by a $1 million donation from an
anonymous Cornellian, will complete a circle begun in 1989,
when the late Namgyal monk Pema Losang Chogyen came to
Cornell to work with computer programmers on creating a three-
dimensional virtual model of a mandala. Used as an aid to med-
itation, a mandala depicts an imaginary palace where Buddhist

deities live. (The Sanskrit word
actually means “house” or
“palace.”) Almost a decade
later, Namgyal is now con-
structing a 13,000-square-foot
bricks-and-mortar mandala,
with four buildings surround-
ing a shrine hall in the middle
of a central courtyard. The hall
itself will also resemble a man-
dala. “With a lot of input from
the monks, we explored the
proportions and oriented the
structure as if the mandala was
extrapolated into three dimen-
sions,” says Lane Chambliss
’68, an Ithaca architect who
designed the monastery and is
a Namgyal board member. 

The new complex is called
Dü Khor Choe Ling, or the
Land of the Kalachakra Study
and Practice. Kalachakra,
which means “wheel of time”
in Sanskrit, refers to a set of
meditations where one works
to gain control over recurring

A Room of His Own
The Dalai Lama’s new home away from home

external and internal cycles, from the motion of the planets
through the sky to the body’s rhythm of breath. The Dalai Lama
named the site and blessed it during his last visit, in 2007. 

Designs for the $3 million project, located on twenty-eight
wooded acres about a mile south of Ithaca College, call for a res-
idence reserved for the Dalai Lama and quarters for eight monks.
“The Aurora Street building can easily handle four resident
monks. With a squeeze, you can get six in there,” says David
Holmberg ’70, PhD ’80, former chair of Namgyal’s program-
ming committee and current chair of Cornell’s anthropology
department. “But it’s where they live. It really limits the amount
of programming that the monastery can do.” 

So plans for community buildings include a shrine hall with
seating for up to 120 people, a library with Buddhist texts in
English and Tibetan, kitchen and dining areas, and rooms for
classes and conferences. Those facilities, along with student hous-
ing—from four private rooms with kitchen and bath to five sea-
sonal cabins each housing twenty people—will enable the
monastery’s Institute for Buddhist Studies to expand its pro-
gramming. Plans are on the drawing board for larger and more
frequent weekend intensives, and, for the first time, private
retreats, in which individuals study on-site for a year.

It was another meditation center, in Hector, that first drew
the Dalai Lama to Upstate New York in 1979, on a visit
arranged by Sidney Piburn, MFA ’69. In 1991, the spiritual
leader came to campus for three days as a Bartels World Fellow;
it was about that time that Pema Losang Chogyen and some
American friends proposed a Namgyal branch in Ithaca. The
Dalai Lama approved. “He’s very interested in increasing dia-
logue between science and Buddhism,” says Holmberg. “Because
of the educational community here, this seemed like an appro-
priate place to pursue those kinds of connections.” The
monastery’s board has included Cornell faculty, such as Jane
Marie Law, associate professor of Japanese religions, and film
professor Don Fredericksen. Cornell students take monastery
courses on the Tibetan language, which the University does not
offer, as well as Buddhist philosophy; anthropology professor
Kathryn March, PhD ’79, regularly visits Aurora Street with her
Peoples and Cultures of the Himalayas class. 

If Namgyal is a unique presence in Ithaca, it’s also unique
among Buddhist monasteries. The order serves as the Dalai
Lama’s personal monastery, charged with assisting with his reli-
gious activities and performing ritual prayers and ceremonies.
The original Namgyal Monastery was the famed Potala Palace
in Tibet’s capital, Lhasa. China took control of Tibet in 1951,
and by 1959, the Dalai Lama fled Lhasa and re-established Nam-
gyal in Dharamsala, India. Now Namgyal has three other out-
posts in India; the Ithaca branch is the only one in the West. 

Construction for Dü Khor Choe Ling began in 2006, with

22 Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

022-037CAMja08currents  6/13/08  3:31 PM  Page 22



PHOTOS COURTESY OF NAMGYAL MONASTERY

infrastructure such as drainage and roads. Namgyal has enough
resources only to enclose what will be the commons building and
the shrine hall, Holmberg says, “and then we’re out of money.”
But Namgyal’s board has an incentive to raise the $2 million it
needs to get the job done. “When the Dalai Lama was here, he
said he would come back when it was finished,” Holmberg says.
“That gives us some motivation.”

— Susan Kelley
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Spiritual practice: Decorating the new
monastery (above) in anticipation of the
Dalai Lama’s recent visit. Left: The Vener-
able Tenzin Gephel, Cornell’s Buddhist
chaplain.
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Tim Georoff’s job comes with housing—an apart-
ment with a 265-acre backyard populated by
more than 5,000 animals. As the Vet college’s first
clinical resident in zoo medicine, Georoff lives in

the health center at the Bronx Zoo, where hundreds of species
share an oasis of greenery within the urban jungle. “You can hear
the peacocks at night,” he says. “And if you have your window
open, you might hear some animals in quarantine, like tigers and
parrots. You can also hear the sirens and things that go on in the
Bronx, so it’s an interesting mix.”

Georoff, who earned his DVM from the University of Penn-
sylvania in 2004, started at the zoo last July after a year on the
Ithaca campus, which included work at the Rosamond Gifford
Zoo in Syracuse. He spends his days helping to care for the
20,000 animals in the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) sys-
tem—not only the flagship Bronx Zoo but menageries in Cen-
tral Park, Prospect Park, and Queens, as well as the New York

Call of the Wild

Aquarium on Coney Island. “It’s a terrific clinical experience,”
he says. “We see so many cases and do so many things. Any day,
I could be doing a C-section on a Maxwell’s duiker—that’s a type
of antelope—or treating a fifteen-gram bird or a colony of tiny,
endangered frogs. I could be working on a sick animal or mov-
ing healthy animals around the zoo. It’s just so variable.”

The residency is a three-year program. Georoff, who came
to Cornell after previous residencies in small animal medicine
and exotics, will stay at the Bronx Zoo until 2009, and another
clinical resident will join him there this summer. (A related
pathology residency keeps students in Ithaca for two years, then
in the Bronx for one.) “The Bronx and affiliated zoos have a
huge animal collection,” says George Kollias, the Hyman Pro-
fessor of Wildlife Health, who oversees the program. “The diver-
sity of species is large, so they get exposed to things they might
not see in Ithaca.” The program got its initial funding from the
Vet college, but Kollias notes that Cornell and WCS will ulti-

Residency brings CU vet to the Bronx  Zoo

JULIE LARSEN MAHER / WCS

Talk to the animals: Veterinarian Tim Georoff examines a baby flamingo at the Bronx Zoo. Georoff is
the first clinical resident in a joint program between Cornell and the Wildlife Conservation Society.
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mately have to seek outside support if it
is to continue. WCS senior veterinarian
Paul Calle calls the residency a boon for
both institutions, which had been collab-
orating for years before formalizing the
program. “Cornell is a world-class vet
school with tremendous resources, and
we’ve got this tremendous caseload,” he
says. “The question isn’t why we’re doing
it, it’s why we didn’t do it until now.”

On a balmy day last fall, Georoff and
Calle are on their morning rounds, travel-
ing around the zoo by motorized cart to
see patients. The staff is still buzzing about
the aquarium’s new walrus calf, who had
been introduced to the public just days
earlier, prompting a minor media frenzy.
Calle had helped rescue the baby’s parents
in the waters off Alaska in 1994. Georoff,
clad in dark green pants and a khaki uni-
form shirt bearing the WCS logo, totes a
hefty box containing supplies like antibi-
otics, fluids, and bandages; the kit, made
of bright orange plastic and decorated
with a drawing of an okapi (sort of a
striped, short-legged giraffe), weighs nearly
thirty pounds. “It’s everything you’d com-
monly use as a mobile vet,” Georoff notes.
“I probably could carry less, but I’m never
sure what I’ll need.”

The first stop is the bird house, where
they examine a variety of species, starting
with a tiny speckled mousebird with a
splint on its leg. “He’s still not really grip-
ping,” a technician tells them. “For the
longest time, the leg’s just been dangling.”
They check on the growth of a few
Chilean flamingos, fuzzy gray babies less
than fifty days old; each has a feather
duster hanging on the side of its cage for
company. They observe a guira cuckoo,
whom the keepers have hand-raised but
are now trying to transition to independ-
ence. “He’s not keeping up with his
brothers and sisters,” Georoff explains.

Then it’s on to the reptile house,
where they ask the technicians whether a
Bornean pond turtle has laid all her eggs.
Georoff then inquires, “Did you guys ever
submit a fecal on the radiated tortoise?”
In an enclosure, an Australian water
dragon is nibbling on some salad greens.
“She’s really old, and she’s starting to
have health issues,” Georoff says. “We’ve
been giving her topical medication for
skin lesions.” The staff tells them that a
type of turtle called a red-eared slider has
been swimming abnormally, and they
arrange to have it sent to the health cen-
ter for imaging and blood work. “We
care for all vertebrate life, and we still
make house calls,” Calle says with a
laugh. “We’re the ultimate GPs, because
we care for all species.”

— Beth Saulnier

022-037CAMja08currents  6/13/08  3:31 PM  Page 25



26 Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

C
u

rre
n

ts

It’s not easy to do business in Rwanda. A married woman
can sign a business contract—but only if her husband lets
her. And parties can’t simply terminate a contract whenever
they agree to; they have to get a judge’s OK first. These and

many other cumbersome laws are on their way out, as Cornell
Law School faculty and students overhaul the country’s key busi-
ness regulations. 

Rwanda’s government has asked Robert Summers, the
McRoberts Professor of Research in the Administration of the
Law, to co-author new contract laws to strengthen the nation’s
fragile economy. Meanwhile, Rwanda’s neighbors are eyeing the
judicial gambit. “Other African countries are hovering in the
background watching this,” says Sum-
mers. “They are apparently eager to
consider it for their own jurisdictions.
This embryonic project could have a
substantial impact beyond Rwanda.”  

The country’s economy is still
recovering from the 1994 genocide,
which left hundreds of thousands
dead, survivors impoverished, and
foreign investors scarce. To make it
easier to do business in Rwanda, the
Ministry of Justice is revamping the
country’s entire body of commercial
regulations, from bankruptcy to cor-
porate and consumer law. Con-
tracts—the area Cornell has tack-
led—represent a huge swath of this
legal territory. “The contract code
deals with everything from credit
cards to buying and selling groceries
to exporting coffee beans,” says law
professor Winnie Taylor, a project
adviser. “This is particularly broad.” 

For now, Rwanda is limping
along with a European-style civil law
system that Belgium imposed in the
1900s as a colonial power. The Bel-
gian laws are based in turn on
France’s Napoleonic Code, so some
Rwandan laws date back to the
1800s. Many are no longer useful—
or even clear. That has hampered both
domestic and international trade, says
law professor Muna Ndulo, director
of Cornell’s Institute for African
Development and an adviser on the
project. “You can’t have economic
development without the legal infra-
structure to support it.”

Legal Matter
Rwanda gets a business-law make-over. 
Will its neighbors follow?

The code should help, Summers says. European-style civil law
starts with general, abstract rules that judges then apply to the
cases before them. Anglo-American common law does the
reverse, basing legal rulings on precedents from thousands of
cases, so it offers judges more concrete guidance, Summers says.
“It emerged from controversy, so it’s also a highly tested body of
law.” The code should facilitate international trade as well, by
putting Rwanda in legal sync with its East African neighbors,
most of which use common law, Ndulo says. 

Although Summers had never attempted such a project
before, he is well known for his expertise in contract law. He co-
wrote the four-volume Uniform Commercial Code, a treatise on

LISA BANLAKI FRANK
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the code that has been cited in more than
2,000 U.S. court cases; he also advised
Russia and Egypt on updating their civil
laws. On the Rwanda project, he and co-
author Don Wallace, a professor at
Georgetown University Law Center, based
their draft on the American Law Insti-
tute’s Restatement (Second) of Contracts,
a summary of best practices in U.S. con-
tract law. They spent much of 2007
rewriting 300 Restatement provisions,
removing jargon, adding sample cases,
and cross-referencing the laws. 

The next step? Educating the judges
on how the code works. “These are very
different systems, and there will be many
concepts that are unfamiliar to them,”
Summers says. Taylor and Ndulo traveled

to Rwanda in January to present an
overview of the code to the country’s
commercial judges. They had only two
days to cover the entire code—all while
speaking through an interpreter. “Ardu-
ous task? Yes indeed,” Taylor says.
“Worthwhile? Yes indeed. I left with the
impression that the judges very much
appreciated the contribution that we had
made to their training.” Summers and
several law students are now synthesizing
the code into some two dozen lectures
and a handbook, which Taylor and
Ndulo will use as teaching materials when
they return to Rwanda this summer. 

Rwanda’s parliament is scheduled to
adopt the new code sometime in 2008.
Until then, Summers and his team continue
to log hundreds of hours—all pro bono. “I
knew it would be an enormous job,” he
says. “I also knew they were on the ropes,
and we ought to try to help them.”

— Susan Kelley

‘The contract code
deals with every-
thing from credit
cards to buying and
selling groceries to
exporting coffee
beans,’ says law 
professor Winnie
Taylor, a project
adviser. ‘This is 
particularly broad.’
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CAM: Is interviewing murderers at
the “more evil” end of the scale like
talking to any patient, or is it more
disturbing?

MS: The first couple were disturbing.
I wasn’t used to it, and these were

pretty vicious guys. Interviewing a death
row inmate by telephone with three

inches of Plexiglas between you
was a new experience. I knew I
was protected, so I wasn’t
afraid—it’s just what it’s like
to interview one of these
spooky characters. However,
it became quite routine, and I
was comfortable and could be
myself.

CAM: Why are people so fas-
cinated by these kinds of shows? Why are TV crime dramas
and murder mysteries so popular?
MS: I look at it from an evolutionary standpoint. When we
crawled out of the savanna 50,000 years ago, we had evolved
from an area where we constantly had to be on the lookout
for things that could hurt us, like saber-toothed tigers and
mammoths. So our brains are wired to notice crocodiles and
snakes more than guns and cigarettes, which take a much
higher toll on our species. We also have a vocabulary that is
much more ample with respect to negative things than positive
things. I once did an exercise of finding all the negative adjec-
tives I could—deceitful, dishonest, back-stabbing—and all the
positives, like courageous and honest. I ended up with 500
negative words and 100 positive words, showing how attuned
we are to what is hurtful.

CAM: What made you interested in studying criminals in the
first place?
MS: When I was a kid I kept skipping grades—I was only ten in
the seventh grade—so I was bullied a lot. I had a taste of being
hurt. Once, a very big, strange boy invited me to his home and
tried to strangle me. To this day I don’t know how I fought him
off. That probably triggered my interest in the bad things that
people do to others—because I was one of the others.

Cornell Alumni Magazine: Your show is
based on your “gradations of evil” scale. How
did you come up with it?
Michael Stone: In 1987, I was a witness in a
case involving Jeffrey MacDonald, who was in
prison for killing his pregnant wife and
two daughters; he was suing Joe
McGinniss, who had written the
book Fatal Vision, for defama-
tion of character. I was called
in on behalf of McGinniss,
and I wanted to show the
jury where the crime fit in
the grand scheme of inhu-
mane acts. At the far end,
on the not-so-bad side, was
Jean Harris, who killed her
lover, the “Scarsdale Diet” doctor,
when she discovered her rival’s panties in
his drawer. At the other end, I put Ian Brady, who tortured
children that he and Myra Hindley had captured on the moors
in England and recorded their screams to use as an aphro-
disiac. I began filling in the spaces, trying to order the murder-
ers that I was reading about in true crime books. I ended up
with twenty-two categories, where Number One was justifiable
homicide, Number Two was Jean Harris’s crime of passion,
and twenty-two was the awfulest of the awful. 

CAM: How come Charles Manson—who seems like the 
epitome of a crazed killer—only got a fifteen? 
MS: I interviewed some of the women in the Manson case, and
when I look at it now, I might assign him a higher number
even though he didn’t kill anyone with his bare hands—
because, like Hitler, he empowered and persuaded others to do
horrible things. 

CAM: Does Hitler get a twenty-two?
MS: Hitler is political, and I don’t get into that. The use of the
word “evil” in political situations is much different because
you have one side calling the other evil, and it’s left to the
judgment of history where evil really lay. In the case of Hitler,
there isn’t much question. But Osama Bin Laden thinks the
West is evil and we consider him evil. It’s a separate universe
of discourse. 

Unspeakable Acts
As the host of the Discovery Channel’s “Most Evil,” Columbia 

University psychiatry professor Michael Stone ’54, MD ’58, rates

some of the world’s most notorious killers on a scale of bad to worst

(continued on page 30)

ANDY FRIEDMAN
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CAM: You’re an opera patron; you’ve
studied Sanskrit, Hebrew, Latin, Greek,
German, and French; you collect anti-
quarian books about psychiatry. So why
is a pop-culture medium like TV inter-
esting for you?
MS: Ordinarily, it’s not. But because it
gets noticed and it gets my viewpoint
across to a larger audience, I think it has
a use. I’m not interested in the sensa-
tional, which is the focus of some of the
crime shows that I don’t watch. I’m
interested in the string of factors—hered-
ity, bad environment, head injury—that
leads somebody to do violent crimes that
we pin the label “evil” to.

CAM: So how do you define evil?
MS: Evil is an emotion. When you talk
about certain things, people will gasp,
and that response is almost inevitably
accompanied by, “That’s evil.” That’s my
definition, actually: that which causes a
breath-taking experience of awfulness on
the part of an ordinary person. For
instance, when I was in Australia, there
was a patient where I was consulting
whose mother was a religious fanatic
who would “purify” her by locking her
in the closet overnight so she couldn’t eat
or have any waste product in her, and
then would scrub her private parts with
Brillo before church on Sunday. 

CAM: [Interviewer gasps.]
MS: See—there’s your response.

CAM: You got me. So what’s it like to
have such awful things living in your head?
MS: Well, in a way it’s just curiosity. It
doesn’t trouble me. I’m not involved in
the front lines of capturing serial killers.
I interview these people after they’re
captured; I don’t see the bodies on the
ground as the FBI does. 

CAM: You’ve said that evil is a purely
human phenomenon. 
MS: If a cat eats a mouse, it’s just having
dinner. We are the only ones that know
about death and the suffering we inflict
on others. I’ve done a lot of work on what
religious leaders and philosophers have
called “evil” over the millennia and find
it totally useless. They talk about whether
God, being omnipotent, can allow evil
and if so how does it come about? This
doesn’t get you anywhere. Philosophers
and theologians never get down to cases.
Dante comes a little closer, and indeed
my work is like Dante revisited in many
ways. Dante has nine circles; I have
twenty-two compartments. 

— Beth Saulnier

(continued from page 28)

Express motorcoach service
between Cornell’s NYC and
Ithaca campuses featuring wide,
reclining seats, wireless internet,
power outlets, and snacks, soft
drinks, coffee, and tea.

To book your trip call Cornell
Transportation Services at 
607-255-4628, or visit the web
at www.c2cbus.com.
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In late March, vet professor John Hermanson hiked into an
abandoned iron mine in the Adirondacks. Nearly a half-cen-
tury has passed since the last miners hauled ore from deep
within this mountain in northern New York, and during that

time, a new ecosystem has emerged. Every autumn, as many as
50,000 Pipistrelle, little brown, big brown, Northern, and Indi-
ana bats converge on the site. They mate and then hibernate,
hanging shoulder to shoulder, often wrapped companionably in
one another’s paper-thin wings as they slumber through the win-
ter. Beneath them, raccoons and insects scavenge in the guano. 

But this winter, insectivorous bats in New York, Vermont,
Connecticut, and Massachusetts started dying by the thousands,
in a mysterious parallel to the seemingly unrelated colony col-
lapse disorder that has afflicted honeybees in recent years.
Named for the dusty fungus visible on the muzzles and wings of
many of the affected animals, white nose syndrome (WNS)
causes severe emaciation; many bats never rouse from hiberna-
tion and few survive. Since it was first documented at four
upstate caves in the winter of 2006–07, WNS has killed more
than a half-million of the small flying mammals native to the
northeastern U.S. 

With an entourage from Boston University and the New

Winged Mystery
Epidemic of bat deaths baffles scientists

York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC),
Hermanson had hiked deep into the mountain’s interior in search
of clues. “We went in believing this would be a clean cave,” says
the associate professor of anatomy, “and instead we found a cou-
ple of bats with white nose syndrome.” If the numbers play out
as they have at other sites where bats are afflicted with the mys-
terious condition, less than 10 percent of those who have win-
tered there in previous years could survive to return; those who
do will likely be sickly and weak. 

While the team Hermanson accompanied took a census,
measured temperature and humidity, and documented geological
features of the cave, John Whitaker Jr. ’57, PhD ’62, director of
the Center for North American Bat Research and Conservation
at Indiana State University, was combing through data he’s col-
lected over the last twenty years for clues to the condition of bats
entering and exiting hibernation, hoping to establish a baseline
for healthy autumn weight-gain. “What we don’t know is what
happened last fall,” says Whitaker, co-author of Mammals of the
Eastern United States. “Did they go in with their full amount of
fat, or did they go in with very little fat? At any rate, mid-winter
they don’t have the fat to take them on through. That’s the biggest
question. The second is what is causing this.”

Night flight: A healthy big
brown bat. Inset: Little
brown bats suffering from
white nose syndrome.

FOTOSEARCH

ALAN HICKS / DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION
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Fists of Fury
Engineer flexes her muscles on TV’s 

‘American Gladiators’

Jamie Reed Kovac ’01, MEng ’02, never thought having her purse stolen would be her
big break. Riding New Jersey Transit to her home in South Amboy from a club hockey
practice, Kovac left the handbag—which contained both her video camera and her
audition tape for the reality TV show “American Gladiators”—on the seat next to her.
As the train came to a halt, a man walked by, snatched the purse, and took off. 

Kovac chased him, flying down two flights of stairs and hurtling through traffic for
a block and a half, she says, “screaming at him like a maniac” until he dropped the
purse and fled. “Then I took the camera and taped the response of the conductor and
everyone on the train who saw it happen,” Kovac says. “I’m sure that helped guaran-
tee me a spot on the show.”

On “American Gladiators,” contestants battle a team of muscle-bound “gladiators”
in events like the Earthquake—in which competitors wrestle on an unstable ring hang-
ing above a mat—and Hit and Run, where the contestants scramble across a bridge
while the gladiators hurl 100-pound balls at them. Originally airing in the early
Nineties, the show was revived last season by NBC. Kovac—who was, in fact, voted
“most likely to be on ‘American Gladiators’ ” in her high school yearbook—was one of
the show’s twelve gladiators, adopting the moniker “Fury.” A former softball player and
pole vaulter for Cornell, she has competed in bodybuilding and is active in mountain
biking, windsurfing, rock climbing, snowboarding, and more. 

Kovac has a day job as a structural engineer, and her future with “American Gladia-
tors” is uncertain due to a knee injury she suffered during a first-season match. She
started physical therapy two days after surgery but didn’t return for the show’s second
season, which premiered in May. “It’s something that I need in my life,” says Kovac. “I
don’t just do things—I compete.”

— Nick Corasaniti

NBC UNIVERSAL

Back in Ithaca, veterinary pathologist
Beth Buckles ’92 was tackling that issue,
completing more than 100 post-mortem
exams at the behest of DEC scientists who
contacted Cornell’s Vet college in January,
when they confirmed that the epidemic
had spread beyond the Capital Region to
all but one of New York State’s known
hibernacula. “There’s a lot of specula-
tion,” says Buckles, an assistant professor
of biomedical sciences. In late April, as
healthy bats began emerging from hiber-
nation and heading for their maternity
colonies and summer roosts—a migration
of up to 250 miles—Buckles was no closer
to a smoking gun; neither were her col-
leagues at more than fifteen government,
university, and private labs. “A sick ani-
mal often loses weight,” says Buckles, not-
ing that the bats she’s examined showed
no signs of internal lesions or heightened
inflammatory response and no sign of pes-
ticide, heavy metal, or toxin residue. “We
don’t have a pathogen in hand to explain
why these bats are dying, so we can’t even
say that this is an infectious disease.” 

In the absence of answers, scientists
and policy makers have generated a trove
of research questions to explore during the
summer, strategizing about what data to
collect through the fall, as the bats return
to their hibernacula. “There could be a lot
of interpretations,” says Buckles. “Were
they too late going in so they couldn’t
make it through the winter? Did some-
thing happen in the cave that caused them
to use up their body fat stores more rap-
idly? Was a disease increasing their metab-
olism?” Other researchers have focused
on the role of relative humidity inside
affected caves, the synergy of decreased fat
stores and immunosuppression, and the
cumulative effects of increased pesticide
use, either on the bats themselves or on
their food supply.

The shortage of hard data has a lot of
people deeply frustrated, admits Herman-
son, who fields regular calls and e-mails
from friends and colleagues searching for
answers. Bat Conservation International
founder and president Merlin Tuttle, who
has raised money to fund the ongoing
studies as well as a June meeting of scien-
tists nationwide investigating WNS,
expects the search for a solution will be a
race against time. “Let’s say it turns out to
be a disease; it may be that the bats
wouldn’t have been susceptible if they
hadn’t been short of food or impacted by
pesticides that reduced their resistance or
their ability to hibernate effectively,” he
says. “I suspect that we’re going to find
multiple cumulative impacts that are
bringing this about.” 

— Sharon Tregaskis

Jamie Kovac ’01
as ‘Fury’
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The Deadly Arts
How a nice guy from New Jersey spawned a contract killer

John Rain is a connoisseur of good jazz and single malt whisky. He trav-
els the world—from the beaches of Bali and the boulevards of Paris to the
high-rent districts of Tokyo and high-class casinos of Macau. He stays in
fancy hotels, beds beautiful women, and gets paid handsomely for his

expertise. Ah, but that expertise is killing—specifically, making death appear due to
“natural causes.” So he often finds himself targeted by assassins, whether he is going
up against the CIA, Israel’s Mossad, or the Japanese mafia. And he is constantly run-
ning counter-surveillance, moving from place to place, maintaining a life of carefully
cultivated anonymity. 

Rain is the creation of author Barry Eisler ’86, JD ’89, who has a few surface sim-
ilarities to the protagonist he has maneuvered through six books since 2002—the love
of jazz and whisky, for instance, and the black belt from the Kodokan International
Judo Center in Tokyo. Both are former CIA, albeit in quite different capacities, and
both had some military training. (Rain was in the U.S. Special Forces in Vietnam; Eisler
got seven weeks of paramilitary instruction during his agency stint.) But Rain is a half-
Japanese, half-Caucasian assassin with trust issues, while Eisler is a nice Jewish guy
from suburban New Jersey, a husband and father. “He’s more damaged,” Eisler
explains. “I haven’t faced a lot of danger in my life.” Still, he has long been intrigued
by the possibilities. 

Dangerous game: Barry Eisler ’86, JD ’89, created assassin John Rain,
star of a series of best-selling novels. Actor Gary Oldman has been
signed to play Rain’s CIA nemesis in the movie version of Rain Fall.

COURTESY OF BARRY EISLER
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It started with Harry Houdini. At age
ten, Eisler read a biography of the escape
artist in which a police officer was quoted
as saying, “It’s fortunate that Houdini
never turned to a life of crime because if
he had he would have been difficult to
catch and impossible to hold.” Eisler real-
ized that Houdini had skills the govern-
ment doesn’t want people to have—and
that could make him dangerous. “I was
fascinated by the notion that if you
worked hard at it, you could actually
acquire that forbidden knowledge,” he
says. 

That led to a lifelong study of martial
arts—from karate to ju-jitsu to boxing,
which he practiced while earning his BA
in psychology on the Hill. Eisler remained
in Ithaca for law school, during which he
began amassing a collection of books with
titles like Twenty-one Techniques of Silent
Killing, How to Disappear Completely
and Never Be Found, and Contingency
Cannibalism. “My wife [literary agent
Laura Rennert ’86] used to make me keep
them in a box,” says Eisler, “but when I
got published she agreed I could put them
on a shelf, figuring she could tell people
it’s just research.” 

Eisler’s involvement with martial arts

evolved into an interest in Japanese cul-
ture (he wrote a foreign policy column for
the Daily Sun during law school). After
graduating, he took a job with the CIA’s
Directorate of Operations, became fluent
in Japanese, and set himself on a course
toward an agency position in Japan. But
after three years, still stateside, he left the
CIA for an international law firm, fol-
lowed by a stint as in-house counsel at a
Japanese electronics company. Even the
law, Eisler says, would later provide fod-
der for his death-defying assassin’s frame
of mind. “You do a lot of negotiating,” he
explains, “and you have to understand
what the other side wants and what
they’re going to do to get it.” While Eisler
lived in Tokyo, his interests and expertise
coalesced into the beginnings of a novel,
Rain Fall. Eight years later, the book was
published in Japan, which generated a
bidding war in the U.S., allowing him to
devote himself to writing full-time. 

Rain’s tools and techniques offered a
hook for that first novel, but his inner
conflicts—he struggles with the fact that
killing comes so easily to him, and he is
constantly trying to reconcile his desire for
companionship with his inherent distrust
of everyone—make him a complex char-

acter. He is an assassin battling his
instincts, yearning to get out of the busi-
ness, struggling with his mixed heritage.
The recipe seems to be working. In a
review of Rain Storm, his second book,
Entertainment Weekly said, “If Quentin
Tarantino ever got to take a crack at the
James Bond franchise, chances are the
resulting film would resemble one of
Eisler’s novels about John Rain.” Rain is,
in fact, bound for the big screen: Sony Pic-
tures Entertainment Japan has acquired
the film rights to Rain Fall, and is in pre-
production with actor Gary Oldman
signed to play William Holtzer, Rain’s CIA
nemesis. Eisler’s sixth Rain novel, Re-
quiem for an Assassin, published last year,
debuted at nineteen on the New York
Times best-seller list.

His seventh book, due out in 2009, is
a stand-alone thriller set primarily in the
San Francisco Bay Area, where Eisler and
his family now live. He doesn’t rule out a
future Rain prequel or perhaps a spinoff
involving one of the three still-breathing
companions whom Rain has allowed into
his inner circle. For now, however, Eisler
has retired his assassin. But as John Rain
has discovered, killers never really retire. 

— Brad Herzog ’90
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Broadcasting for Beasts

Radio vet treats Chihuahuas and toads and 
cockatiels, oh my!

When Elizabette Heilberg Cohen was three years old, her cocker spaniel was hit by a car.
“I’ll never forget it,” she says. “The upstairs window was open, and we heard a horrible
screech. I looked out the window, and my grandmother quickly went to cover up my
eyes—but not before I saw our dog lying in the street in front of a car.” Fortunately, the
spaniel, Bawbee, suffered just a broken leg. With that, a veterinarian was born.

A vet for two decades, Cohen, DVM ’88, has expanded her clinical practices in New
York City and Long Island with a self-published book, Most of My Patients Wear Fur,
and a regular sixty-second radio report, “Healthy and Happy Pet” on WCBS 880 AM.
The news station broadcasts the spot (and streams it on the Internet) four to six
times on weekends. Heard in New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, and Pennsylvania,
Cohen’s show offers advice for pet owners. “My point is to help animals,” she says.
“When you educate the owners, you help the animals.” 

Topics range from how to prevent liver, heart, and kidney disease by brushing a
dog’s teeth daily to keeping pets cool during hot weather. “It’s OK to give your dog or
cat vanilla ice cream,” Cohen says, or an ice cube of beef or chicken broth. To prevent
sunburn and skin cancer, owners can color their dog’s pink nose with indelible black
marker, she says, though she notes, “It takes time to wear off.” 

Cohen has two dogs: Allie, a seventeen-year-old black Labrador retriever, and
Roxie, a three-year-old rottweiler. But she cares for all kinds of small animals. She has
extracted a rock from a toad’s stomach (“Some idiot in a pet shop told the owner that
he could put rocks in the tank—which was a big mistake”) and removed a tumor from
the wing of a nineteen-year-old cockatiel. 

Perhaps her most unusual case involved a brown Chihuahua. A woman came to her
clinic with the dog, which had deep gashes in its back—from an attack by a red-
tailed hawk. The owner had been walking the dog in the park when the bird swooped
down and grabbed it. “The dog was airborne,” Cohen says. “These are birds of prey,
and the Chihuahua was pretty much the size and color of a rabbit. Had she not had
the dog on the leash—which she was holding on to for dear life—that dog would
have been lunch.”

— Susan Kelley

COURTESY OF ELIZABETTE HEILBERG COHEN
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arry Edwards still turns heads. When you’re
NBA-tall, cultivating a jutting white beard against
dark skin, and clad in black from head to toe,
you tend to attract attention. So eyes follow him
as he squeezes his six-foot-eight frame alongside 

a tiny table at Panera Bread in his hometown of Fremont,
California.

Edwards, PhD ’73, is no longer the beads-and-beret-wearing militant once
described as “Nat Turner, Malcolm X, and Paul Robeson all rolled into one,” a
mountain of a man who made international headlines forty years ago when he was
briefly a member of the Black Panther party and his movements and statements were
monitored by J. Edgar Hoover himself. Indeed, these days he is part of the main-
stream—a retired professor often sought by the media for commentary and analy-
sis. But even at sixty-five, he remains imposing. And the
way he tells it, he remains the same Harry Edwards. 

It is the cusp of spring, and the upcoming Summer
Olympics are awash in controversy. Newspapers have
been brimming with stories of activists using the Games in Beijing as a backdrop
for expressing human rights concerns. After three representatives of Reporters With-
out Borders were arrested during the Olympic flame-lighting ceremony in Athens
when they unfurled a banner showing the Olympic rings as handcuffs, the torch
relay itself—the so-called “Journey of Harmony”—has become a magnet for demon-
strators decrying China’s use of force against Tibetan protesters. Darfur activists are
calling the Games “the genocide Olympics” and calling on athletes to boycott them
in an attempt to shame China, Sudan’s largest oil consumer, into helping stop the
killing there. Meanwhile, fifteen members of the U.S. House of Representatives have
sent a letter to President Bush urging him not to attend the Olympics. In response,
the Global Times newspaper, affiliated with the Communist Party mouthpiece Peo-
ple’s Daily, has stated that “the West wants to bind sports and politics.” For
Edwards, the echoes of 1968 are growing louder.

According to the Olympic charter, “no kind of demonstration or political, reli-
gious, or racial propaganda is permitted at Olympic sites.” However, that hasn’t
necessarily meant a separation between politics and the Games. In 1936, several
groups called for boycotts of the Berlin Games after Adolph Hitler rose to power,
and an alternative People’s Olympics was staged in Spain. Twenty years later, even
Switzerland was part of a boycott of the 1956 Melbourne Games to protest the
Soviet Union’s invasion of Hungary.

But Edwards’s attempt in 1968 to engineer an Olympic boycott by African
American athletes was different. It was a rift from within, a proposal that a super-
power be shamed by its own athletes. While black athletes had been winning medals
over the previous thirty-six years, “they were being hailed before the world as sym-

By Brad Herzog

H

As controversy over China promises another
politically charged Olympics, sociologist
Harry Edwards, PhD ’73, recalls how he tried
to turn the 1968 Games into a referendum
on racism—and inspired one of the most
famous moments in sports history
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ostracized from nearly every social and academic activity except
athletics. So, reluctantly, Edwards participated in football, bas-
ketball, and track and field. By his senior year, he was one of the
best discus throwers in Illinois. After a brief stint at a junior col-
lege in Fresno, California, Edwards earned a track scholarship
at San Jose State, where he set a school discus record as a fresh-
man but was kicked off the team as a sophomore after a dis-
agreement with the coach devolved into a shouting match. He
never picked up a discus again, but he kept his scholarship by
playing basketball, fouling out of eighty-two of the eighty-six
games in which he competed. “Edwards is an angry man,” Maya
Angelou wrote in the foreword to his 1980 autobiography, The
Struggle That Must Be, “and his anger reveals his humanity.”

He chafed at the racism he experienced in San Jose—both
from the student body and the administration. But he also
excelled, graduating with distinction as a sociology major in 1964
and earning a Woodrow Wilson Fellowship. Edwards opted to
continue his studies at Cornell, largely because he viewed the late
Robin Williams Jr. (a sociology professor from 1946 to 2003) as
“one of the best people in the country in race relations and social
stratification.” Edwards spent several weekends traveling by bus
from Ithaca to New York City to hear Malcolm X lecture, an
experience that led him to write his master’s thesis on Black Mus-
lim families. He recalls entering a TV lounge at Cascadilla Hall
in February 1965, just in time to hear white students cheering a
news bulletin. Malcolm X had been assassinated. 

Edwards came to realize that the racial tensions that had
erupted in the mid-Sixties had, as he writes in his autobiography,
“failed to penetrate the pastoral, ivory-tower milieu of Cornell.”
Some of his professors, he writes, “were hostile to the very idea
of any attempt on my part to synthesize my political and social
concerns with my scholarly interests. But theory and life had
become fused into a single reality for me and neither made any
sense without the other.” He completed his MA in 1966 and
returned to teach sociology at San Jose State, where there were
twenty times as many foreign students as black students (most
of whom were scholarship athletes). It was there that the dis-
parate elements of his life—theory and reality, anger and educa-
tion, sports and society—merged and crystallized into action.

With Ken Noel, a master’s candidate in sociology, Edwards
documented racist practices on campus—in housing, athletics,
academics, admissions—and realized that the sporting arena was
the only place where blacks had any political leverage. When their

Black Power: Edwards inspired the 
famous salutes by his former
students Tommie Smith and John 
Carlos (top right) after they won
medals in the 200-meter run at the
1968 Olympics in Mexico City.
Bottom right: Edwards in his office at
San Jose State in the late Sixties.

bols of American equality—an equality
that has never existed,” Edwards said at
the time. So here was all the strife of that
defining year—the Tet Offensive, the
Prague Spring, the assassinations of Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. and Robert Kennedy,
the urban riots, and the rise of a new black militancy—brought
to the world of balance beams and basketballs.

In the end, the many months of agitation and vilification
were distilled into a single enduring image. Edwards, then a soci-
ology instructor at San Jose State, watched on television as two
of his students dominated the 200-meter dash at the Summer
Games in Mexico City. Tommie Smith won, setting a new world
record; John Carlos finished third. Just before the medal cere-
mony, Smith pulled a pair of black gloves from his bag and
handed the left one to Carlos. Each wore long black socks and
no shoes. Smith later explained that this represented black
poverty in America. Smith tied a black scarf around his neck—
representing black pride. During the playing of the U.S. national
anthem, both raised their black-gloved fists straight above their
bowed heads—a symbol of black power. “The totality of our
effort,” said Smith, “was the regaining of black dignity.” It
remains one of the most poignant moments in sports history. “I
was elated. I understood what it meant,” says Edwards in a con-
fident baritone that is part professor, part preacher. “If these ath-
letes, who have made it to the apex of their sport, stand on a
podium and say there are things in sport and in America that are
terribly wrong, everybody has to pay attention, whether they
agree with them or not.”

o understand how Edwards became a figure
whom New York Times columnist Robert
Lipsyte called “the most important sports
activist of our lifetime,” one has to return to
a time and place far from the global spot-
light—the “colored” Southend section of

East St. Louis, Illinois, just after World War II. Edwards describes
his upbringing there as something below the black underclass—
the “underfooting,” he calls it. His mother essentially abandoned
the family when he was eight, simply walking off one day in
1951. His father, a former gang leader with a third-grade edu-
cation who spent eight years in prison for burglary, tried to raise
eight children on his own, but left them largely unsupervised.
They survived in a house with no plumbing, where broken win-
dows and holes in the roof allowed pigeons and rats free reign.
They called it “the Fort.” Says Edwards: “I didn’t think I was
going to get out of East St. Louis alive.” When he was twelve,
his mother returned to take her children away from the squalor.
But her oldest son chose to remain with his father, earning a
scathing tirade. “I wish I’d never birthed you,” was the last thing
his mother told him. “I wish you had died.” He saw her only
once more in his life.

The father-son relationship was predicated primarily on the
boy’s interest in sports, tenuous though it was. In fact, much of
Edwards’s effort during his school years focused on convincing
everyone—his father, classmates, and teachers—that beneath the
brawn there was a brain. When he attended the newly integrated
East St. Louis High School, he found that black students were

T

‘Theory and life had become
fused into a single reality for me,’
Edwards writes in his autobiogra-
phy, ‘and neither made any sense
without the other.’ 
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attempts to meet with administrators proved fruitless, they
decided to take their concerns public. At a rally attended by some
700 people in the late summer of 1967, Edwards declared that if
various issues were not addressed, he would “mount a movement
on campus to prevent the opening football game of the season
from being played—by any means necessary.” California Gover-
nor Ronald Reagan threatened to ring the field with National
Guardsmen and labeled Edwards a lawbreaker who was unfit to
teach. Edwards’s response was that Reagan was “a petrified pig,
unfit to govern.” In the end, the game was canceled, a first in
major collegiate history, and the administration met most of the
students’ demands. “So we had carried the confrontation,”
Edwards wrote two years later in his book The Revolt of the
Black Athlete. “But more than this, we had learned the use of
power—the power to be gained by exploiting the white man’s
economic and almost religious involvement in athletics.”

In 1968, Edwards formed the Olympic Project for Human
Rights (OPHR) and advocated a boycott of the Mexico City
Games. “Why should we run in Mexico,” he asked, “only to
crawl home?” The OPHR presented a list of demands, including
the removal of International Olympic Committee chairman Avery
Brundage (whom they considered racist), the curtailment of par-
ticipation by teams from apartheid South Africa and Rhodesia
from all U.S. and Olympic athletic events, and the restoration of

Muhammad Ali’s boxing titles, which had been stripped after he
refused military service. 

As the movement grew, Edwards delivered speeches at dozens
of colleges. In the process, he became a target. He received hun-
dreds of death threats. “KKK” was scratched into the trunk of
his car. His two dogs were hacked to death. “Was I fearful? No,
because fear immobilizes you,” Edwards says four decades later.
“But I was supremely cautious and prepared.” Newspapers such
as the Los Angeles Sentinel printed headlines like NEGRO HOT-
HEAD THREATENS GAMES BOYCOTT. J. Edgar Hoover included
him in the “Agitator Index,” sending a memo to his subordinates
calling Edwards “a fanatic revolutionary.” 

Edwards’s rhetoric did little to dispel that notion. In a state-
ment published in the Saturday Evening Post, he declared that
any black athlete who did not support the boycott was “a cop-
out and a traitor to his race.” When South Africa was admitted
to the Olympic Games (a decision soon reversed), Edwards
announced plans for a second set of games to be held in Africa.
“Let whitey run his own Olympics,” he said. Edwards calls his
rhetoric the “necessary stridency of the era,” and it got results.
After the OPHR called for desegregation of the New York Ath-
letic Club and a boycott of a prestigious track meet it had held
for nearly a generation, thousands protested outside Madison
Square Garden during the meet and only a handful of black ath-

n 2007, Yang Chunlin, a former factory worker in northeastern
China, collected 10,000 signatures after posting an online
petition entitled “We Want Human Rights, Not the Olympics.”
He was sentenced to five years in prison, one of dozens of

journalists and bloggers who have suffered similar fates. In the
wake of the Chinese government’s crackdown on critics as the Sum-
mer Olympics approach, commentators have wondered about the
silence of the International Olympic Committee (IOC). “There were
explicit expectations. The Chinese said they were going to improve
human rights. But nobody’s held them to that, and in fact they’re
rounding up dissidents,” says Adam Segal ’90, PhD ’00, senior fellow
for China studies at the Council on Foreign Relations. “The problem
is nobody wants to get backed into a corner by calling for a boy-
cott. From the U.S.’s point of view, we have to work with China on
so many other issues—nuclear North Korea, Iran, and Sudan.
Nobody wants to threaten this leverage.”

Indeed, while IOC president Jacques Rogge has said that he has
asked Chinese leaders to live up to their “moral pledges,” he insists
that getting involved in a host country’s political affairs is “the line
we do not have to cross.” Olympic committees in Belgium, New
Zealand, and the Netherlands—and, until worldwide criticism
sparked a reversal, Great Britain—have forbidden their athletes from
opining on politics during the Olympics. With the Games once again
emerging as a test of free speech on the world stage, will athletes
follow the example of Tommie Smith and John Carlos and use them
as a platform for politics? Harry Edwards, for one, believes it is a
moral imperative. “If it were me, I would boycott the Games over

I
China’s Syndrome

Still political: This year’s Games have become
a lightning rod for activists decrying China’s
policy in Tibet, among other causes.

the Darfur issue, but if they’re going to go to China to participate,
then I think the athletes have some responsibility to indicate that
they are dissatisfied with conditions there,” says Edwards. “To go to
a place where human rights are being denied and to say nothing, at
some level that makes you virtually complicit.”

KIMBERLY WHITE / CORBIS
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letes showed up. Edwards declared that “the black athlete has
left the facade of locker room equality and justice to take his
long vacant place as a primary participant in the black revolu-
tion.” In a five-part Sports Illustrated series about the issue, Jack
Olsen stated, “Like it or not, face up to it or not, condemn it or
not, Harry Edwards is right.”

Not all African American athletes agreed with Edwards.
Some figured it was their obligation to participate in a boycott;
others wondered how much pride one can lose by emerging an
Olympic champion. In the end, most of the OPHR’s demands
were ignored and the boycott never happened, although
Edwards’s primary goal—to dramatize the racial inequities and
barriers confronting blacks in sport and society—was successful.
It was decided that each athlete would choose a personal form
of protest at the Olympics.

Edwards returned to Cornell to complete his PhD, moving
into an apartment in Dryden. (FBI investigators followed.) He
made plans to travel to Mexico City for the Olympics, until he
was talked out of it for his own safety. When Smith and Carlos
made their protest, Edwards was 2,300 miles away in Montreal.
But another Cornellian did attend the Games—Bob Kane ’34,
who was then secretary of the U.S. Olympic Committee. In an
account written for the Cornell Alumni News a day after he
returned home, Kane commented on what he called “the Smith-
Carlos incident”: “We felt they had been embarrassing exhibi-
tionists and had used one of the genuine peaceful forums of the
world to demonstrate against an internal problem, but we were
not inclined to be harsh. We felt they were taking orders. We
planned to warn them and the rest of the team and state that a
second incident would connote a conspiracy, and extremely
tough measures would be taken.”

Pressured by Avery Brundage, the USOC suspended the men
from the Olympic team and sent them home, where they were
largely vilified. The Los Angeles Times described their protest as
a “Nazi-like salute.” Time magazine showed the five-ring
Olympic logo but replaced the motto “Faster, Higher, Stronger”
with “Angrier, Nastier, Uglier.” But Smith and Carlos were
heroes to many black Americans—and to many athletes around
the world. Edwards was, too. In fact, he received a telegram
from Cuba’s 400-meter relay team saying that they were dedi-
cating their silver medals to him.

n the years that followed, the Olympics would become
even more politicized. In Munich in 1972, Palestinian ter-
rorists would cause the deaths of eleven Israeli athletes.
In 1976, African nations would boycott the Games to
protest apartheid. After President Jimmy Carter
announced a U.S. boycott of the Moscow Games in 1980,

Edwards said, “I find it ironic that twelve years after I was
denounced for calling for a boycott of the Olympics, the presi-
dent of the United States has called for a boycott—proving
unequivocally that sports are indeed political.” 

When Edwards returned to Cornell to pursue his PhD, he
aimed to undertake a serious study of sport’s relationship to soci-
ety without, as he puts it, “the fiery but shallow and ephemeral
rhetoric of activist politics.” He wanted to be an educator, first
and foremost—“inciting people to think.” Ironically, he arrived
in Ithaca just in time to witness the April 1969 Straight Takeover
in which African American students seized Willard Straight Hall
and rumors swirled about an imminent armed counterattack.
Edwards wasn’t involved in the planning, but after being asked
for advice by some students in the Straight, he told them, “I
would arm myself. If there’s going to be shooting, I would be
doing some of it.” Thus came the spectacle of armed black stu-

dents draped with ammo belts—and once again Edwards found
himself in the midst of controversy. 

Meanwhile, he was busy doing some wrangling of his own—
with the sociology faculty, who compelled him to do three total
revisions of his dissertation. The end product was a book, The
Sociology of Sport, which launched an entire field of study and
became his life’s work. Soon after, he received a job offer from
the University of California, Berkeley, where he would have a
long and tempestuous stay—including a seven-year struggle over
tenure that earned national headlines. Eventually, the university
reversed its decision to deny him tenure, and Edwards served as
one of Berkeley’s most popular lecturers for thirty-one years. 

He also became part of the very establishment he used to
despise. Case in point: he has traveled to Virginia several times
to serve as a diversity awareness consultant—for the FBI. But he
insists that society has merely moved toward his way of think-
ing. Just visit the campus of San Jose State, he says, where there
stands a statue of Smith and Carlos, fists upraised. “I’m saying
essentially the same things now that I was saying then, only now
they don’t call me a revolutionary and a radical,” he says. “They
call me a consultant.”

Indeed, in 1986, he was hired by the NFL’s San Francisco
49ers (and later the NBA’s Golden State Warriors) as a consultant-
mentor, advising professional athletes on everything from per-
sonal finances to race relations. His programs for handling player
personnel issues were eventually adopted by the entire NFL, and
Edwards continues to consult for both the 49ers and the league.
In 1987, in the wake of former L.A. Dodgers executive Al Cam-
panis’s firing for saying on “Nightline” that blacks “may not
have the necessities” for management positions, Edwards began
a five-year stint as special assistant to Major League Baseball
commissioner Peter Ueberroth, who charged him with assem-
bling a pool of minority applicants for managerial positions.
Edwards’s first order of business? Hiring Al Campanis as an
adviser. “If I’m going to teach a class on safecracking,” he
explained at the time, “I’m not going to bring in someone who
had their safe cracked. I’m gonna bring in the safecracker.” In
2000, Edwards even became a bit of a bureaucrat, taking a three-
year position as director of the Oakland Department of Parks
and Recreation. 

Mainstream or not, Edwards remains visible. Whenever a
story jumps from the sports pages to the front pages—when
Michael Vick pleads guilty to running dogfights or Don Imus
makes racist and sexist comments about the Rutgers women’s
basketball team—he is the media’s man of choice for a comment.
Edwards consistently trumpets his contention that sports success
is overemphasized to black youths, while sports participation can
be vital. “Sports may be the last handle we have on a lot of these
kids,” he says, “and even that is starting to slip away.” Edwards
points to numbers, such as the fact that a quarter of all black
males between fifteen and twenty-nine are under the control of
the judicial system and the frightening homicide rate of that same
demographic. Citing the dramatic reduction in the number of
African American baseball players, he offers this provocative the-
sis: the “golden age” of the black athlete, which lasted roughly
from Jackie Robinson’s debut in 1947 to Michael Jordan’s retire-
ment from the Chicago Bulls in 1999, is over. “We are simply
disqualifying, jailing, burying, and leaving behind our black ath-
letes, right along with our potential black doctors, black lawyers,
and so forth,” he says. “And that tells us that something is crit-
ically wrong.” 

Brad Herzog ’90 is a CAM contributing editor. In his book
The Sports 100, he ranks Harry Edwards as the 93rd most
important person in American sports history.
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ornell’s history has been one
of expansion, renewal,
removal, and adaptive reuse
ever since the first building
was put on Ezra Cornell’s

farm. In the close to fifty years since I gradu-
ated, I have seen a good part of this myself and
experienced more through the eyes of a grand-
father who graduated from Cornell as a mining
engineer (Philip Will 1900) and a father who
graduated from the College of Architecture
(Philip Will Jr. ’28, BArch ’30). My father and
his fraternity roommate and fellow architecture
student, Larry Perkins ’30, BArch ’31, founded
Perkins & Will Architects; their professional
work includes the Engineering campus.

In the period from my grandfather’s graduation to my father’s,
Cornell grew rapidly from its original 300-acre footprint to a
much larger campus that extended past Alumni Fields to the clus-
ter of Agriculture and Veterinary buildings to the east in what is
now the Vet Quad. In a scrapbook my father put together about

Looking  
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By Philip S. Will

C

The Cornell Master Plan
outlines the campus 
of the future

Philip S. Will ’62, BArch ’64, holds a Master of City Planning
degree from MIT and spent nine years with David Crane and
Partners, an urban design and planning firm in Philadelphia.
In 1978 he moved to Hartford, where he and two partners
formed Intown Development Corporation, which manages one
of the largest historic housing rehabilitation projects in New
England.
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Tower Road, 2050: The Cornell
Master Plan envisions major
expansion on East Campus, 
the central site that now 
comprises Alumni  Fields and 
adjacent areas. This rendering
looks west toward the Library
Tower; gray buildings are existing
structures and white ones 
represent potential new 
construction.
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his Cornell experience, a map shows an electric streetcar line run-
ning through the center of the campus. He wrote: “Ithaca offered
little entertainment other than restaurants, speakeasies, and two
movie houses, one of which offered vaudeville acts to spell the
piano player between silent movie showings. Until the Willard
Straight Student Union, completed in 1925, offered theater facil-
ities, musical comedy (played in rented downtown auditoriums)
was the popular form of production.” At the time, enrollment
averaged 7,500, of which 5,200 were undergraduates.

During World War II, there was high demand for temporary
space at the periphery of campus and an increased focus on re-
developing portions of the original campus. The postwar period
brought increased funding for science and technical programs,
leading to the Engineering college’s move to a new quad. While
I was a student in the early Sixties, Olin Library replaced Board-
man Hall; the lower end of Tower Avenue was turned into a
walk; Central Avenue was redirected to the west of Uris Library
along the brow of Library slope; and the suspension bridge was
replaced by a new, not-so-springy one designed by professors S.
C. Hollister and William McGuire, MS ’47. Since my gradua-
tion, academic uses between the gorges have intensified and other
uses have pushed out into the surrounding areas. Recently, North
and West Campus housing has been expanded and improved. 

From 1963 to 1973, my father served on the Board of
Trustees and confronted campus change directly as chairman of
the building and properties committee. In that role, he took on
the task of developing a comprehensive policy covering the phys-
ical planning and design of the Ithaca campus. This policy was
adopted by the Board of Trustees in November 1972. Among
other things, it stated: “The University is not a walled enclave.
Mutually dependent, the town, county, and University share the
same general environment. It is, therefore, the policy of Cornell
to encourage and support, in any way reasonably open to it, a
high standard of design and environmental quality outside as
well as within its own borders.”

As this statement shows, the themes of environmental con-
cern and stewardship we hear today are not new. In a letter writ-
ten in July 1971 to Thomas Mackesey, vice president of plan-
ning, my father stated: “As I conceive it, the ecological approach
to planning requires sensitivity to the delicate and harmonious
interrelationship and maintained balance between the conditions
of nature and the physical changes imposed by man.” 

‘A Constitutional Moment’
he future is in East Campus—so says the final
draft of the Cornell Master Plan (CMP),
which was approved by the Board of Trustees
in March. Over the past three years, the Uni-
versity has spent more than $2 million to
develop the CMP, creating a framework for
growth and change over several decades.

The creation of the CMP, with related economic and trans-
portation studies, and the community support for the plan that
has been achieved through a broadly inclusive process represent
“a constitutional moment,” says John Siliciano ’75, vice provost
for initiatives. “I used that expression as I presented the plan to
the Board of Trustees,” he explains. “I wanted to emphasize that
this would be a living document that could evolve over time to
meet the needs of the future, and that it would be something
solemn and significant.”

University Planner Mina Amundsen stresses that one of the
immediate challenges is governance: adjusting Cornell’s admin-

T

Above: Alumni Quad will occupy the current site of
Alumni Fields; this view looks east, over the new
quad, from above Weill Hall (the new life sciences
technology building).

Below: Wing Drive will be replaced by East Center
Green, a pedestrian plaza intended as a focal
point for East Campus.
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The Five Principles

The Cornell Master Plan’s executive summary lists five interrelated princi-
ples that express its main objectives:

1. Support the academic mission: The Cornell campus will support and 
cultivate academic success and growth, providing high-quality, open,
collaborative, and adaptable environments for teaching, research, 
service, and outreach; the exchange of ideas; and the nurturing of 
innovation.

2. Promote stewardship: Cornell will respect and manage the physical 
environment of the campus and its broader land base for the health 
of the University, its constituencies, its neighbors, and the larger
regional ecosystem.

3. Enhance the campus experience: Cornell’s campus will contain a range 
of inviting, accessible, and safe places for social and cultural inter-
action, recreation, athletics, and passive enjoyment by faculty, staff,
students, and visitors. It will maintain and enrich its legacy of memo-
rable landscapes and become a more pedestrian-oriented campus.

4. Reinforce community: Cornell will enhance the community-building
aspects of the campus. It will broaden housing options, expand the 
campus’s social and cultural infrastructure, and promote a healthy, 
vital Greater Ithaca.

5. Ensure integrative planning and design: In the planning and design 
of the campus, Cornell will integrate disciplines, engage communities, 
and coordinate academic, development, landscape, and infrastructure 
initiatives.

To view the Cornell Master Plan online, go to: masterplan.cornell.edu/

LINDSAY FRANCE / UP

‘When I arrived at
Cornell in 2002,
there was a need
for a holistic view
of development
that met changing
academic needs,
rather than a 
project-based, 
incremental 
approach,’ says
Mina Amundsen.

University Planner Mina Amundsen
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The Planning Process

In anticipation of developing the Cornell Master Plan, a committee of university administrators
reviewed the master plans from six other universities to identify factors that contribute to a plan’s
success and viability. They also looked at sustainability initiatives at Harvard, Brown, and the Uni-
versity of California, Santa Cruz. Among other things, the review concluded that the links between

master plans and sustainability initiatives at other institutions are rudimentary.
That being the case, the committee saw this as an opportunity for Cornell to break
new ground by incorporating sustainability efforts into its master plan.

In early 2005, Cornell conducted a national search and selected a team of pro-
fessional consulting firms to develop the plan. Urban Strategies Inc., a planning
and urban design firm based in Toronto, headed the effort. Also on board was Pol-
shek Partnership Architects, based in New York City, which had completed projects
for Yale, Harvard, and the University of Michigan. Vollmer Associates LLP, New Eng-
land Engineers, and GEI Niagara Engineering were added to the team to address
transportation and utility issues.

The CMP was developed in three phases. The first culminated in two open
houses in April 2006 where the consultant team presented the results of initial
research and analysis, along with the principles that would form the basis of the
plan. One open house was held on campus at Willard Straight Hall with about 200

participants; the second was in downtown Ithaca, with attendance of about 150. The second
phase involved exploring options for the future growth of the campus. The third and final phase
was the development of the plan itself, which is being done in two parts. Part I, summarized in
these pages, is complete. Part II includes detailed precinct plans and smaller-scale zone plans—
these have information for specific building sites, including identification of projects necessary to
enable development of each site.

istrative structures and processes in a way that will make the
plan a guiding light for fifty or sixty years. “When I arrived at
Cornell in 2002, there was a need for a holistic view of devel-
opment that met changing academic needs, rather than a proj-
ect-based, incremental approach,” she says. “Increasing densi-
ties on the central campus often resulted in the loss of long views
and awkward solutions to circulation and building service.”
Since then, Amundsen notes, the University has begun to take a
more long-term perspective—the Campus Planning Committee
has been revitalized and the Campus Planning Office has been
preparing site-development guidelines for most new projects. “In
addition, design review by an advisory committee of distin-
guished architecture alumni has been in place for three years,”
she says. “These efforts toward a good planning process are
being further refined to ensure better integration, and other
aspects related to implementation are the subject of an intense
internal conversation.”

Space and Time
ornell is in a constant state of change.
Some of this is the result of student, fac-
ulty, and employee population growth—
but increasingly it is also a product of the
amount and type of space required by
new cross-disciplinary areas of study and
new technologies. 

According to a 2007 study titled Cornell University Eco-
nomic Impact on New York State, the 2005 student population
included 13,619 undergraduates and 6,703 professional and
graduate students, of whom 823 were in New York City. Over
the past ten years, enrollment in undergraduate programs has
generally been stable, growing by only 3.4 percent between 1994

and 2004; the graduate student population has grown slightly
faster—by 5.4 percent.

In contrast to many other large employers in New York
State, Cornell’s workforce has grown in recent years. Between
2000 and 2005, total University employment worldwide
increased by 16 percent to 17,999, an average of 3 percent annu-
ally; 12,142 worked on the Ithaca campus. An additional 8,039
students were employed.

The CMP assumes that Cornell’s population will not grow
significantly over the next twenty-five years. The number of
undergraduates is expected to hold steady, while the faculty will
increase slowly and the graduate student population will increase
proportionately with the faculty. The staff is also likely to grow
slightly, from 8,400 to about 9,100.

One constant over the years has been the ever-growing need
for space. According to the plan, this averaged 986,000 square
feet per decade from the founding to 2006. Over the past fifty
years, however, the rate accelerated to an average of 1.9 million
square feet per decade. The University now has about 14 million
square feet. A portion of Cornell’s growth is due to technology,
driven by the need for specialized space related to the increasing
number of fields and the amount of interdisciplinary collabora-
tion. One example of this is Weill Hall, the new life sciences tech-
nology building—a 271,000-square-foot facility that will sup-
port research in genomics, neuroscience, biomedical engineering,
and related areas. A smaller one is the expansion of the College
of Architecture, Art, and Planning, which in part is a response
to the need for more computer lab space.

Evolving technology and the need for energy conservation
also engender obsolescence and underutilization of space. In
what can be called a “hard and soft” analysis, the CMP identi-
fies 2.9 million square feet of space that could be “strategically
renewed” (demolished) and 3.4 million square feet that could be
subject to adaptive reuse, to accommodate changing needs in the
central campus.

C
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The plan suggests that growth in the decades ahead might
be more conservative due to local and global imperatives to
reduce consumption, adding 2.5 to 3 million square feet of space
over the next twenty-five years.

The Eight Precincts
he CMP encompasses a number of broad
regional and community issues, but its
main focus is the Ithaca campus, dividing
it into eight precincts: Core Campus, North
Campus, Northeast Campus, West Cam-
pus, South Campus, Southeast Campus,
Countryside Campus, and Collegetown.

North Campus includes the primary residential areas north
of Fall Creek and west of the Cornell golf course. Northeast
Campus encompasses the golf course and the rural teaching and
research areas north of Fall Creek. Much of West Campus and
North Campus includes buildings that were formerly large sin-
gle-family homes, often occupying sites that might support addi-
tional development beside and behind the existing buildings.

T

While maintaining their historic character is important, these sites
provide an opportunity for more intensive development close to
the Core Campus. Southeast Campus is located south of Ellis
Hollow Road, east of Pine Tree Road, and generally north of
Snyder Hill Road.

Historically, the central campus has been shaped by the Arts
Quad and the north-south avenues situated on ridge lines. The
newly defined Core Campus extends eastward along Tower
Road. The consultants found that academic expansion in the his-
toric central campus—even with strategic redevelopment, more
intensified building in interstitial spaces, and increased heights—
would not generate sufficient space to satisfy all future growth.
While there are redevelopment possibilities such as Hoy Field
within the central campus, the consultants concluded that the
capacity to accommodate future growth there was limited with-
out fundamentally changing Cornell’s character.

Growth to the east will provide the teaching and research
space essential to Cornell’s academic mission. Redevelopment of
a newly defined East Campus will consume what remains of
Alumni Fields. Features of this expansion will include:

• East Campus Center, developed around Wing Road and a
newly defined East Center Green, dominated by academic
buildings but also containing a mix of uses including social

Overview: The CMP divides the campus into eight precincts for planning purposes. The Core Campus
includes the historic central campus (Arts, Engineering, and Ag quads) as well as East Campus.
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and cultural amenities as well as potential housing for grad-
uate students and postdocs.

• A new Alumni Quad, on the site of the current Alumni
Fields, intended to be a great open space comparable to the
Arts Quad. 

• A new Vet Quad, providing a “front door” and focal point
for the College of Veterinary Medicine.

• A mid-campus walkway, paralleling Tower and Campus
roads. The plan says this will “provide a quiet route across
campus, linking green spaces, social spaces, and other
amenities on the ground floors of buildings.” It can also
serve as an underground utility corridor.

• A meandering north-south greenway, east of Judd Falls
Road, that will link the Cornell Plantations to the Cascadilla
Creek valley, creating a “lush setting for development.” 

The plan also calls for the University to continue growth in
areas to the south to accommodate administrative support, hous-
ing, community, research, and athletic facilities. The CMP intro-
duces the South Campus designation; it includes the areas south
of the Humphreys-Maple Avenue Complex, Maplewood Park,
the East Hill Plaza area, existing research and farm services fields,
and the athletic fields on Game Farm Road. Featured in South
Campus are:

• East Hill Village, an intensely redeveloped, expanded, and
renamed East Hill Plaza. The existing plaza would be
replaced by a new development that has community ameni-
ties and retail, restaurants, and services at ground level with
apartments above, all on a new street network and featur-
ing a central open space. 

• A new residential neighborhood next to the plaza. 
• Athletic fields and the Pine Tree Road Athletic Complex.
• Cornell Park, a greenway and expansive multi-purpose

common space for university and community use.
• Recreation space and other open space for “community

enjoyment and ecological restoration.”
• Improved transit and new trails that will link the area to

the Core Campus.

Transportation and Parking
t has been said that Cornell’s street network accommodates
everyone but satisfies no one. Cars are stymied by stop
signs and dead-end streets. Steep and winding roads, vehic-
ular conflicts, and pathway interruptions pose challenges
to bicyclists. Buses are limited after 7 p.m., and the large
number of routes and their complexity limit the quality of
service.

A Transportation Focused Generic Environmental
Impact Statement (t-GEIS) is studying the transportation-related
impacts of Cornell’s population growth on the surrounding com-
munity over the next decade. This is a joint effort of the Town
of Ithaca and Cornell, focused on transportation systems beyond
the campus. It has a different timeline but has informed the rec-
ommendations of the CMP’s Movement Plan.

Cornell has approximately 13,000 parking spaces in more
than 250 lots. These are managed with a complex permit and
regulatory system that challenges even the most sophisticated fac-
ulty member or administrator. The planners point out that the
number of spaces is adequate, but that there is a perception of
not enough well-situated parking on campus. In looking at
options, three models were suggested: the current dispersed
model accompanied by small parking increases at each new

I

East Hill Village: As the campus expands, 
East Hill Plaza will be replaced by a new 
development that includes stores and 
restaurants as well as athletic fields, 
a residential neighborhood, and a park.

Hoy Quad: The baseball field and its parking
lot could become the site for new academic
buildings adjacent to the Engineering Quad.
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term decision-making with regard to historic assets.
• Strengthening of planning processes. Discussion continues

on to how to embed the CMP into Cornell’s planning and devel-
opment processes, including how best to structure and maintain
the necessary buy-in and involvement of the administrative units,
faculty, staff, students, the larger community, and other stake-
holders.

• Updated business and funding models. There is a need to
examine the models with regard to processes, timing, and levels
of funding related to state versus endowed projects and infra-
structure versus building-based funding.

The framework provided by the CMP calls for the kind of
intelligent land use needed to achieve the University’s academic
mission for years to come while at the same time being a model
of the environmental stewardship that my father advocated more
than thirty-five years ago. Integrating the two is not an easy task.
“Sad to say, not all change is progress,” my father wrote in his
scrapbook. “Now, only we oldsters can remember Ezra Cornell’s
towering American Elms, which even a great research university
could not rescue from disease. . . . For the future, there is ample
cause for doubt that the open lands known as Hoy Field and
Upper Alumni Field can survive the demand for building sites.
As long as Cornell exists, the battle between conservation and
growth will continue.” c
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Central loop: To facilitate
movement and reduce
traffic congestion, the
CMP calls for a transit
circulator (shown here in
red) that will be easily
accessible from many
places on campus. It
could use buses, light
rail, or something else—
maybe a monorail?

What Do You Think?
Tell us your impressions of the Cornell Master
Plan. Go to cornellalumnimagazine.com and
enter your thoughts and questions in the Com-
ments section following this article, or e-mail a
letter to the editor: jhr22@cornell.edu.

development site; multiple large lots or garages constructed
around the edges of the central campus, requiring investment in
transit; or consolidation in a few large structures or lots at the
edge of campus and connected by a transit circulator.

The Movement Plan calls for extending the network of side-
walks and pathways, upgraded support for bicyclists and pedes-
trians, an improved road network, maintenance or possible
reduction of commuter parking, consolidation and redistribution
of parking at the periphery of the Core Campus, better visitor
support, and creation of a central receiving facility. Its key ele-
ment is the transit circulator, easily accessible at multiple points,
that will facilitate transportation around the campus. Whether
this will take the form of buses, light rail, or something else is
yet to be determined.

New parking structures are already under way next to Sib-
ley Hall and under Martha Van Rensselaer. A third next to the
Law School is proposed. Future underground parking could be
placed beneath Hoy Field, Kite Hill, the new Alumni Quad, East
Campus Center next to Campus Road, the lab/greenhouse com-
plex on Tower Road, and portions of a redeveloped B Lot.

To enhance the visitor experience, the plan recommends a
program of streetscape and signage improvements along the pri-
mary approach roads. It also suggests a future welcome center
located close to the Arts Quad, visitor parking, and the proposed
transit circulator.

Implementation
he Cornell Master Plan is intended to pro-
vide a holistic and integrated policy frame-
work for making decisions about future
development. Some elements include:

• University projects. The plan identi-
fies a series of essential projects for which
the central administration must assume

responsibility. Among them are landscape initiatives, elements of
the campus social infrastructure, the transit circulator, structured
parking, relocation of athletic facilities, and various enabling
projects such as the relocation of farm services, greenhouses, and
barns.

• Respect for history. The plan calls for an institutional pol-
icy and process that will provide clear direction and sound long-

T
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With commissions from the New Yorker, an exhibit at the
New York Public Library, and a coveted spot in a hot 
summer show in France, photographer Ethan Levitas ’93
is about to see his career get ‘launched out of a cannon’

20 20 Vision
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By Beth Saulnier

Tennessee does not fall in a direct line from New
York to Washington State. But in the summer of
1996, planning a cross-country trip to attend a
friend’s wedding, Ethan Levitas ’93 felt drawn there.

After nearly three years as a freelance assistant to some fifty com-
mercial photographers, he needed to make his own work. So Lev-
itas built a portable studio from fabric and a metal frame, “some-
thing that I could put up and break down like a circus tent.” He’d
seen news reports of a spate of church burnings in Tennessee, and
he headed south with no clear picture of what would come next.
“I was uncredentialed,” he says. “I wasn’t with a paper. I was just
an artist trying to understand what happened.”

He pitched his studio in a field next to a newly rebuilt Bap-
tist church; somehow, he got people to sit for him. Then he drove
to Arkansas to photograph policemen. “Who knows what the
heck I was thinking back then?” he wonders with a laugh.
“These things came up in my mind as I was driving. I would
imagine, Who could I juxtapose with this?” He went on to pho-
tograph shoppers at a flea market in rural Oklahoma; bikers in

Subway series:  In a project called Untitled/This is just to say, Ethan Levitas ’93 photographs elevated
train cars, capturing mini-portraits of riders in the windows. Twenty-one of the images are on display at
the main branch of the New York Public Library through late August. 

South Dakota; Native Americans in Montana. “It was really spe-
cial to me, meeting people through the lens, working almost in
silence making portraits,” he recalls. “That’s when I realized that
portraiture was going to be the thing. It wasn’t going to be about
documentation, facts, or proof. It wasn’t going to be about a nar-
rative per se. It was going to be me interacting with people,
somewhere between prose and poetry, between
description and metaphor.”

The result was Relatively Free, his first major
project, which was shown in 1998 at the Uni-
versity of Connecticut and the Tempe Center for
the Arts in Arizona. Levitas’s career has been on
the rise ever since, but now he’s poised to break
into the upper echelons of his art. The New York
Public Library is currently exhibiting twenty-one
of his photographs; his work is being purchased
for collections both public and private; his com-
missioned portraits have been showing up in the
New Yorker with increasing frequency; and in Ethan Levitas
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July, he’s off to France as a nominee for the Discovery Prize at Les
Rencontres D’Arles, one of the world’s most prestigious photogra-
phy exhibitions. “It’s an exciting moment,” Levitas says, under-
statedly—before allowing that the Arles show could amount to hav-
ing his career “launched out of a cannon.”

Now thirty-seven, Levitas lives and works in a 1,000-square-
foot apartment in a former garment factory in Williamsburg,
Brooklyn. The high-ceilinged space is essentially one room plus a
bathroom, but Levitas has put his stamp on the place so it feels
as if there are multiple zones: he has an office and a bedroom in
a loft over the kitchen, and a raised platform in the middle of the
main room provides storage underneath and a living room group-
ing above. Various tools of his trade cover a counter along one
wall, and at the far end of the apartment—beneath a huge win-
dow whose heavy curtain conceals the elevated JMZ train run-

ning just outside—is a studio space dominated by two photos of
subway cars, each roughly three feet by six. Lately, the trains (the
project is called Untitled/This is just to say) have become Levitas’s
most visible work; in addition to being exhibited at the library as
part of its Eminent Domain show, they’ve been featured in the
New Yorker and the New York Times, as well as in a documen-
tary on public television’s “SundayArts” program. 

Shooting at various locations, at different times of day, and in
all kinds of weather, Levitas has crafted a series of portraits within
portraits. Each photograph depicts one elevated train car whose
windows form mini-portraits of riders that reflect the tapestry of
the city, from Hassidic Jews to transit workers to canoodling teens.
The trains themselves emerge as characters—covered in snow,
etched with graffiti, emblazoned with American flags. “Ethan’s
project has altered my awareness of the subway,” says Stephen
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On track: Three train images, entitled (opposite, from top) #64, #49, and #32, capture the contrasts of
shooting at different times of day and in various seasons. Above: Performance artist Colin Gee, 
photographed in Levitas’s studio. Gee, a former principal clown with Cirque du Soleil, is portraying a
character from his one-man piece, Dakota.
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Pinson, the library’s curator of photography. “By sub-
verting our expectations of perspective and scale, the
trains become microcosms of the city, collapsing the
distinction between our public and private selves.”

Although the project began in 2004, it had its
inspiration a decade earlier, when Levitas was on his
way home after a year of teaching English in Japan.
He flew into JFK and craved a slow route back to the
city, so he took the subway. “The train was so telling,
strikingly different from in Japan,” he says. “It
seemed to offer a metaphor, an explanation, an inter-
esting comparison to what I had just experienced. In
Tokyo the trains were immaculate and fast, but this
was so rundown and dangerous and decrepit. The
train was a sign of the health and wealth of the place.
It embodied a lot of what we were about at that
time. It was an example of the public square.”

Levitas is sitting on his couch, drinking strong cof-
fee and eating bits of a cheese-and-guava pastry he
picked up in the neighborhood to welcome a guest; he
keeps coughing, though he’s not sick. (“It’s like I’m
allergic to talking about my work,” he says, sounding
as if he’s only half kidding.) With his spiky hair, pierc-
ing eyes, scruffy goatee, and an air that’s as casual as
it is intense, Levitas looks every inch the artist; you’d
never guess what he used to be, which is an Ivy League
football star. 

The son of a nurse and a sales executive,
Levitas was born in Upper Manhattan and
raised in suburban Middletown, New
York. He majored in government on the

Hill and played varsity football, starting at cornerback
his junior and senior years and being named All Ivy.
“Athletics were a big part of my life,” says Levitas,
who was a competitive swimmer as a child. “Not the
culture of them, the movement of them. People don’t
know how to put their head around that—to be an
athlete and an artist, it doesn’t make sense.” But for
Levitas, there’s a connection; he can’t elucidate it com-
pletely, but he knows that the intensity of sports train-
ing relates to the extreme focus he now gives his work.
“A lot of my process is about seeing how things could
be, how it should be visually,” he says. “I work in my
head a lot, imagining the photographs that would
someday be. And that part of my imagination, through
some weird way, was exercised in all the training.”

Levitas graduated without any clear direction; an
abortive attempt to take the LSATs had made it abun-
dantly clear he wasn’t going into law. (“I had a bit of
a freakout,” he says. “I couldn’t finish. I just put my
pencil down and stopped.”) He entered the Japan
Exchange and Teaching program, which placed him
as an English teacher in a middle school in Nagano,
a mid-sized city in the mountains that would host the

Lizard brain: A study (above left) for a
New Yorker piece on the band Animal 
Collective. Below left: Levitas created
this image of a dancer for a series on
“mood and movement” called Past 
Perfect; the New Yorker ran it to 
illustrate a short story.
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It’s personal: As part of an exploration of identity in Japan, Levitas held sittings with hundreds of
students; the image at top was exhibited with some thirty others to create a vast horizontal
portrait. During a cross-country trip in 1996, Levitas made portraits of a variety of people, from
a police officer in Arkansas to a boy at a flea market in rural Oklahoma.
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1998 Winter Olympics. He became fluent in the
language, and took up photography out of a
desire to show people back home what he was
seeing. “It was so beautiful,” he says, “like if you
took Colorado and put it two hours from New
York.” The experience of being in an unfamiliar
culture, trying to make sense of it and translate
it for others, he says, “was the start of being an
artist.”

Back in New York, he started freelancing as a
photographer’s assistant. After three years of
seven-day weeks, he went on the cross-country
trip that spawned Relatively Free, then took a full-
time job as an assistant to famed photographer
Ruven Afanador. He eventually returned to Japan
to do an educational project for high school stu-
dents, using his portraits of Americans of varying
ethnic groups to spur discussions about identity—
a word for which, he notes, there is no equivalent
in Japanese. Called Conversation Continued, the
materials were published as an English-language
textbook that’s still used in schools.

Since 2006, Levitas has been a regular con-
tributor to the New Yorker, photographing such
subjects as the band Animal Collective (he
perched them in a hedge alongside a man in a
lizard suit) and the avant-garde chef Grant
Achatz (captured immolating a slab of cinnamon
with a blowtorch). “The pictures are wonderful
to look at, but of course that’s not enough,” says
Elisabeth Biondi, the magazine’s visuals editor,
who nominated Levitas for the Arles prize. “He’s
very intelligent, and the New Yorker looks for
intelligent photographs in its editorial pictures.
They’re content-oriented, and so is Ethan. He
spends a lot of time getting background infor-
mation and puts it all together, and out come
these quite stunning photographs. They serve the
function of saying something about the piece,
and they sort of lift off the page.”

Levitas uses a variety of equipment and tech-
niques, deciding what each project merits—from
the latest digital system to an old-fashioned bar-
rel lens that looks like something out of the Old
West. When he talks about his work—a conver-
sation punctuated with concern that the listener
must be bored silly—he never uses the phrase
“take photographs”; it’s always “make photo-
graphs.” “It goes back to a very elemental thing,
about the crazy, wide-open nature of photogra-
phy itself,” he says. “Most people consider the
camera as just an instrument. It’s a recording
device you turn on or off. But other people like
myself consider it a process of creation and dis-
semination. It’s more like painting or sculpture.
It’s a work. There’s an inspiration, a concep-
tion—a process you go through that births an
unexpected moment.” c

Vietnam views: During a 2005 trip,
Levitas photographed a girl in Ho Chi
Minh City during Tet, the lunar new
year festival (above), and a young
buffalo shepherd in Nha Trang.
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Seven Sisters, MIT, Stanford, medical schools and
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Real Estate
CENTRAL ADIRONDACKS: Peninsular property with near-
ly a mile of shoreline, classic timbered lodge,full boathouse
complete with historic guide boats, pristine privacy on 18-
plus acres. $3.9 million. (800) 237-4518. 

ARIZONA: Scottsdale, Paradise Valley & Carefree. Rox
Stewart, Princeton ’63, Russ Lyon Realty. (480) 502-7846;
E-mail: rstewart@russlyon.com. 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA—The sun never sets in the sum-
mer in Alaska. 4,600-sq.-ft. beautiful mountainside vaca-
tion home, 5 BR, 3-1/2 baths, granite kitchen countertops,
master bedroom with double showerheads and Jacuzzi-
style bath, spacious atrium, deck overlooking Pacific
Ocean’s Cook Inlet and Sleeping Beauty mountain range.
15 minutes from downtown Anchorage, 35 minutes from
Alyeska Princess Ski Resort. $950,000. Call Jack ’94, (907)
868-2562.

Travel/Tours
NEW ZEALAND—Personalized, flexible, guided travel
groups. Explore. Interact. Enjoy. (800) 206-8322.
www.BlackSheepTouring.co.nz.

LONDON—Covent Garden, spacious 1 bedroom, 1.5
baths, 2 adults. (415) 933-9903.

Rentals
The Caribbean/Mexico/Central America

ST. JOHN—Elegant, 2 bedrooms, beach nearby, pool,
spectacular view. (508) 668-2078. http://rentalo.com/6595/
beautifullarimar.html.

HILLCREST GUEST HOUSE, St. John, US Virgin Islands.
(340) 776-6774. www.hillcreststjohn.com.

Europe

PARIS 6th, LEFT BANK—Sunny, furnished 1 BR apt.
overlooking Seine. Also house in St. Barths—best view.
(212) 988-0838.

PARIS, SW FRANCE, PROVENCE—Comfortable apart-
ments, homes, chateaux. www.FrenchHomeRentals.com;
fhr@earthlink.net; (503) 219-9190.

PROVENCE: DELIGHTFUL five bedrooms, facing Roman
theater. Pool, vineyard, Tuesday market. (860) 672-6607;
www.frenchfarmhouse.com.

LONDON/CHELSEA—4-bed, 2.5-bath, beautifully fur-
nished, all amenities and conveniences. Sleeps 8. Close to
transportation, shops, restaurants. www.cozyvictorian.com.
(510) 530-8829; cwfoster@comcast.net. 
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Frank’s Followers
Alumni honored with Rhodes Awards

By Sheyna Horowitz ’99

alma
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warm reception for more than 100
alumni, students, and applicants. This
tradition is just one example of the
many events Stephen and Ellen have
planned for the Cornell Club of Okla-
homa. As charter members, they initi-
ated much enthusiasm among local
alumni; people often travel for up to five
hours to attend an activity they have
sponsored. For the Adelsons, giving back
makes life richer and helps close the dis-
tance between Ithaca and their home. 

Henry Bartels ’48 and Nancy Hor-
ton Bartels ’48 have made long-term
commitments to some of Cornell’s
premier alumni organizations, includ-
ing the University Council and the
Class of ’48 Major Gifts Committee.
Perhaps most unique is their involve-
ment in the Shoals Marine Laboratory,
and the Bartels routinely visit Maine to
secure undergraduate research and pro-
gramming opportunities. Henry and
Nancy have an exceptional interest—
and talent—in engaging Cornellians
both locally and globally through their
sponsorship of the World Affairs Fel-
lowship, which enables prominent in-
ternational figures to speak on campus. 

Don Follett ’52 and Mibs Martin
Follett ’51 have a special affection for
Cornell—it’s where they began more
than fifty-five years of marriage. Each
has a particular volunteer focus, with
Don concentrating his efforts on the

We spend only a few years as
Cornell students but a life-
time as Cornell alumni. No

matter how far from Ithaca we may
stray and no matter how long ago we
received our diplomas, we discover ways
to stay connected with our alma mater.
Attending reunions, submitting news
for class columns, and wearing red and
white to sporting events are some of the
more common traditions. But a hand-
ful of truly dedicated individuals go
above and beyond in demonstrating
their Big Red spirit. 

Each year the Cornell Alumni Fed-
eration selects up to six alumni who
have exhibited extraordinary devotion
to the University and to their fellow
Cornellians. These honorees receive
the Frank H. T. Rhodes Exemplary
Alumni Service Award as recognition
for their long-term service. 

This award is named for the pres-
ident who made a significant mark
on campus during his eighteen-year
tenure; he is well-known for inspiring
Cornellians to give back long after
they leave the Hill. The award winners
demonstrate that spirit of volunteerism,
and we thank them sincerely for their
dedication and commitment. Here are
the 2008 honorees. 

The greatest thrill for Stephen
Adelson ’55 and Ellen Gussman
Adelson ’58 is recruiting prospective
students. Every January they host a (continued on page 63) Don ’52 and Mibs Martin Follett ’51 
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Stephen ’55 and Ellen Gussman Adelson ’58

Henry ’48 and Nancy Horton Bartels ’48
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CC/Washington, August 25—Potomac Paddle and
lunch on Roosevelt Island. Contact Clint Brass,
ctb14@cornell.edu.

CC/Central Virginia, September 7—Ivy Singles So-
cial Club, Tragara, Bethesda. Contact Steve Piekarec,
spiekare@verizon.net.

CC/Washington, September 8—Restaurant Series:

Alma Matters
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Calendar of Events
July 15 – September 15, 2008

For updated information,
call the Office of Alumni Affairs, (607) 255-3517 

or visit us online at
www.alumni.cornell.edu

New York/Ontario 
CAA/Central New York, July 16—Young alumni
beach volleyball, Trapper’s Pizza Pub, 5950 Butter-
nut Drive, East Syracuse (www.trapperspub.com/
volleyball.html). Contact Christa Glazier, cjc31@
cornell.edu.

CC/Genesee-Orleans, July 19—Garden tour. Con-
tact Hans Kunze, Hans.Kunze@steubentrust.com.

CAA/Central New York, July 23—Young alumni
beach volleyball, Trapper’s Pizza Pub, 5950 Butter-
nut Drive, East Syracuse (www.trapperspub.com/
volleyball.html). Contact Christa Glazier, cjc31@
cornell.edu.

CALS, July 27—Cornell Day at Saratoga Raceway.
Contact Lynn Hickey, KevLynnH@aol.com, 518/
373-8262.

CAA/Central New York, July 30—Young alumni
beach volleyball, Trapper’s Pizza Pub, 5950 Butter-
nut Drive, East Syracuse (www.trapperspub.com/
volleyball.html). Contact Christa Glazier, cjc31@
cornell.edu.

CALS, August 3—CALS student send-off, Albany. Con-
tact Diane Irwin, dmi7@msn.com, 518/884-0322.

CAA/Central New York, August 4—Fourth annual
freshman send-off picnic, Clark Reservation State
Park, Jamesville. Contact Kristen Smith, ked1@
cornell.edu, 315/422-0795.

CAA/Central New York, August 6—Young alumni
beach volleyball, Trapper’s Pizza Pub, 5950 Butter-
nut Drive, East Syracuse (www.trapperspub.com/
volleyball.html). Contact Christa Glazier, cjc31@
cornell.edu.

CC/Genesee-Orleans, August 10—New student
send-off chicken barbeque. Contact Hans Kunze,
Hans.Kunze@steubentrust.com.

CAA/Central New York, August 13—Young alumni
beach volleyball, Trapper’s Pizza Pub, 5950 Butter-
nut Drive, East Syracuse (www.trapperspub.com/
volleyball.html). Contact Christa Glazier, cjc31@
cornell.edu.

CAA/Central New York, August 20—Young alumni
beach volleyball, Trapper’s Pizza Pub, 5950 Butter-
nut Drive, East Syracuse (www.trapperspub.com/
volleyball.html). Contact Christa Glazier, cjc31@
cornell.edu.

CAA/Central New York, August 27—Young alumni
beach volleyball, Trapper’s Pizza Pub, 5950 Butter-
nut Drive, East Syracuse (www.trapperspub.com/
volleyball.html). Contact Christa Glazier, cjc31@
cornell.edu.

Northeast 
CC/Boston, July 17—Ivy-Plus pub night, Harvard
Club, 1 Federal St., 38th Floor, Boston. Contact
Melissa Gaynor, mgaynor@harvardclub.com.

CC/Greater Hartford, July 18—Happy hour series,
Hartford. Contact Fareen Ahmed, fareen.ahmed@
lenoxsaw.com.

CC/Boston, July 26—Trip to Isles of Shoals, Maine.
Explore tide pools, tour labs, learn about the is-
lands’ history, and enjoy the spectacular view. Con-
tact Jens Kullmann, jkullmann@cornellclub.org,
781/330-9131.

CC/Cape Cod, August 5—2nd Annual Summer
Gathering. Contact Art and Georgia Gast, a.f.gast@
comcast.net, 508/888-1836.

Northeast Regional Office, August 12—Women’s
dinner connection, the Chateau, Route 9, West-
boro, MA. Contact Adrienne Linnell, ALinnell@
charter.net.

Northeast Regional Office, August 14—Young alum-
ni gathering, Revolution, 200 High St., Financial Dis-
trict, Boston. Contact the office at 617/557-4168.

CC/Greater Hartford, August 18—New student
send-off. Contact Sue Day, spd6@cornell.edu,
860/673-5958.

CC/Boston, August 21—Ivy-Plus pub night, Harvard
Club, 1 Federal St., 38th Floor, Boston. Contact
Melissa Gaynor, mgaynor@harvardclub.com.

CC/Boston, August 31—Boston Red Sox vs. Chica-
go White Sox, Fenway Park. Contact Jens Kullmann,
jkullmann@cornellclub.org, 781/330-9131.

Northeast Regional Office, September 9—Women’s
dinner connection, Petrillo’s, 6 Foster St., Peabody.
Contact Heather Sievers, heather.sievers@gmail.
com, 781/334-4390.

Northeast Regional Office, September 11—Young
alumni gathering, the Asgard, 350 Massachusetts
Ave., Central Square, Cambridge. Contact the office
at 617/557-4168.

Mid-Atlantic 

Rumberos, 3345 14th Street NW, Washington.
www.rumberos-dc.com. Contact Katherine Rogers,
kkrogers@gmail.com.

CC/Washington, September 9—Board meeting,
open to all, Cornell Center, 1339 22nd St. NW,
Washington. Contact Kim Jones, knj2@cornell.edu.

Southeast 
CC/Greater Miami and the Florida Keys, August
5—New student send-off, location to be an-
nounced. Contact Alex Miranda, alex@thecreative-
complex.com, 786/295-9560.

Midwest 
CC/Minnesota, July 15—Reading group: The Hum-
mingbird’s Daughter by Luis Alberto Urrea, Cafe con
Amore, St. Paul. Contact Kate Foley, Kate_Foley@
hotmail.com.

Southwest Mountain 
CC/New Mexico, August 9 —The Marriage of
Figaro, Santa Fe Opera. Contact Helen Pynn, 505/
986-1830.

Western 
CC/Western Washington, July 15—Annual picnic,
Woodland Park, Yakima. Contact Amy Faber,
anf5@cornell.edu.

CC/San Diego, July 18—The Pleasure of His Com-
pany, Old Globe Theater. Contact Bill, power_video@
yahoo.com.

CC/Oregon and Southwest Washington, July 20—
Horsetail Falls hike. Meet at the trailhead, Historic
Columbia River Highway, 1.5 miles west of I-84 exit
35. Contact Chris Kruell, cpk12@cornell.edu.

CAA/Orange County and CC/Los Angeles, July 26—
“Pageant of the Masters,” Festival of Arts, 650 La-
guna Canyon Road, Laguna Beach. CAAOC contact:
Aariel Mann, amann@jhnetwork.com; CCLA contact:
Heather Knauss, heatherknauss@yahoo.com.

CC/Los Angeles, August 3—Los Angeles Dodgers
vs. Arizona Diamondbacks, Dodger Stadium. Con-
tact Bart Mills, bam38@cornell.edu.

CC/Oregon and Southwest Washington, August 3—
2008 summer picnic, annual meeting, and new stu-
dent send-off, Laurelhurst Park, Picnic Area F, Portland.
Contact Heather Kientz, hckientz@hotmail.com.

CC/Arizona, August 12—Board of directors meet-
ing, offices of Merrill Lynch, 6730 North Scottsdale
Rd., Suite 150, Scottsdale. Contact David Calvino,
corvicio@aol.com.

CAA/Orange County, August 16—Club 33 break-
fast buffet, Disneyland. Contact Michelle Choy,
michelle.choy@sbcglobal.net.

CC/Oregon and Southwest Washington, August
21—AAA baseball: Portland Beavers vs. Tacoma
Rainiers, PGE Park, Portland. Contact Andrew Og-
nall, ognaa@fosterpdx.com.

CC/Oregon and Southwest Washington, Septem-
ber 5—Museum tour of glass art exhibit, preceded
by happy hour, Portland Art Museum, 1219 SW Park
Avenue, Portland. Contact Andrew Ognall, ognaa@
fosterpdx.com.
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(continued from page 61)
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initiatives, Bob also contributes to the
Cornell Club of Greater Hartford and
the Cornell Club of Greater Rochester.
In fact, under his leadership the
Rochester organization won the Out-
standing Large Club Award in 1981.
For Bob, instilling enthusiasm in oth-
ers is the biggest challenge a Cornell
leader faces—and he has a natural tal-
ent for doing just that. 

Martha Ohaus ’47 excels at plan-
ning large events. That’s why she was
tapped to run the College of Human
Ecology’s vol-
unteer confer-
ence, gathering
more than 800
attendees. Her
past leadership
roles also in-
clude chair of
the Cornell
Plantations’
Twenty-First
Century Com- Martha Ohaus ’47

mittee and of
the Advancement of Human Ecology
Commission. Frequently moving
around the country, Martha has main-
tained her volunteer habit as the best
way to meet new friends and grow
roots in unfamiliar locations. Plus, she
finds it more intellectually stimulating
than other hobbies. Martha’s affection

Cornell Society of Engineers, serving
multiple terms as chair. Mibs has
dedicated her time to the College of
Human Ecology’s Advancement Com-
mittee and to the Mann Library reno-
vation project. Together the Folletts are
exceptionally active with reunion plan-
ning and their classes’ major gifts
committees. They also enjoy Cornell
Adult University activities and Friends
of Astronomy events. Both feel strong-
ly that giving back to Cornell is es-
sential for ensuring the success of the
University and for enabling future gen-
erations of students to experience a
top-notch education.

Robert Metcalf, MBA ’61, played
a prominent role in developing the
Cornell Alumni
Federation into
the organization
it is today. As
vice president
of this um-
brella group, he
gave it a more
clearly defined
purpose and
structure for ef-
fectively sup-
porting Cornell
leaders across
the world. An active volunteer for
multiple Johnson School fundraising

for Cornell is contagious; her late hus-
band, three children, and (to date) one
grandchild are also graduates.

The late Stephen Weiss ’57, who
died on April 16, had many notable
achievements, including twenty-four
years of service
on the Board of
Trustees. Dur-
ing his tenure,
he gave consid-
erable thought
to the financial
health of the
University and
established a
structure for
campus main- Stephen Weiss ’57
tenance and
upkeep—something many of us take
for granted. Under his guidance, the
Weill Cornell Medical College gained
recognition and status in the medical
community. Perhaps most impressive
was Stephen’s involvement in nomi-
nating four Cornell presidents. He
said volunteering was the least he
could do to demonstrate his grati-
tude for an experience that opened
many doors and introduced him to
lifelong friends. 

Sheyna Horowitz is president of
the Class of ’99 and a Cornell Alumni
Federation director at large. 

International

Night
Thursday, October 16, 2008

Join other Cornellians around the world celebrating the 2008 International Spirit of
Zinck’s Night. You may be thousands of miles from Cornell, but you can feel just steps
away from the Hill on Thursday, October 16, by attending the Spirit of Zinck’s event

nearest you. For more information, please visit www.alumni.cornell.edu/zincks.

Spirit ofZinck’s

Robert Metcalf,
MBA ’61
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37 Richard ’38 and Barbara Keeney
Mandigo captured their travels
to more than 50 countries in

articles they wrote for local papers, which were
later published in a book. With 12 grandchildren
and two great-granddaughters, it’s no surprise
that Barbara and Richard look forward to family
reunions—and their progeny have attended nearly
a dozen different institutions of higher learning.
Besides weaving, Barb also likes to volunteer and
lists president of their Lakeview Terrace retirement
community in Altoona, FL, chapel chairman, and
storekeeper among the positions she has held—
not to mention the 400 bears she has sewn for
terminally ill children. Elizabeth Nichols Sheldon
reports that she and her husband are more than
pleased with retirement community living: “We
take part in the activities here and are grateful
for the entertainment, classes, and exercise pro-
grams—as well as the support available when
family is not available.”

Ed Speiser moved to a retirement facility in
Pennsylvania last July and is getting along very
well there. “The people are congenial, and all meals
and household services are provided. However, I
must say that nothing takes the place of a wife
with whom you had spent 55 years together.” Ed’s
wife Lenore passed away in February 2007. Ted
Acton had a cataract operation in June 2007 that
resulted in his not being able to attend reunion.
The operation unfortunately caused blindness in
his right eye, and he also underwent monthly
treatments for macular degeneration in the left.
However, in November, a cornea operation restored
his sight in two days! By January, Ted was back
to playing tennis and hopes to return to skiing as
well. Other activities he’s been up to include a
three-week trip to Disney World in 2006 and a vis-
it to Mammoth Cave in Kentucky. He has seven
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.

Grace Jones Henley, LLB ’39, lives in a re-
tirement home in the State of Washington, where
she enjoys not having to cook. “The residents
sometimes go to a casino for recreation, but I
don’t!” She adds, “I’m 92 years old, but look like
a kid!” Grace misses her late husband Bill, LLB
’40, who died in October 2006, and says, “I lean
on the Lord and hope to join Bill soon.” Grace
Gale Paris sent word that her husband Wynne
died in Melbourne, FL, in December 2007. Mary
Keane Brady (Harwich Port, MA) sent dues but
no news. We hope all is well.

Harvey Slatin still runs a consulting busi-
ness. In addition to his involvements with the
local Friends of Music board and the Delaware
County Cancer Coalition (through the Cornell Co-
operative Extension), he helped with the class’s
Cornell Annual Fund reunion gift, and enjoyed
contacting a dozen or so classmates to request
contributions and see if special assistance was
needed so they could attend the 70th Reunion
in 2007. Almost all the people he contacted con-
tributed to the class gift, and one of them was
able to attend reunion (she lives in Ithaca). The
others declined for health or physical reasons or
because of distance (California). “With a little bit
o’ luck, we’ll be there for the 75th.” Harvey’s wife
Anne is mayor of Stamford, NY. Send news to: c

Class of ’37, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401
East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850; Class
Notes Editor e-mail, adr4@cornell.edu.

of our new way of life without an automobile. Eliz-
abeth and I agreed to stop driving after we turned
90. We gave our car to our grandson . . . and our
life changed drastically. Without a car to go where
and when we wanted, our transportation had to
be planned in advance—at least a week or more
in order to get to our appointments.

“The Melbourne city buses are free to city
residents, and the buses pass right in front of our
complex, so that has been helpful. They also
transport people, door-to-door, who are disabled
or very old to the hospital and doctors’ offices for
$2.50 a round trip. And our church has many vol-
unteers for transportation to church on Sundays.
Our Crane Creek Senior Apartments provide trans-
portation to the grocery story and to concerts by
bus, which is very much appreciated. They will
also reimburse bus and taxi costs up to twice a
week. And when nothing else is available, there
is a group of volunteers (called the ‘Help Line’) in
Brevard County who help disabled or elderly cit-
izens obtain transportation. We provide the date,
time, and place, and they find a volunteer to take
care of getting us there. It is working very well,
and all residents are pleased with the way it is
done. The Help Line asks for donations so they can
pay their expenses, but it is strictly voluntary.

“It took us most of 2007 to find ways to
solve our transportation problem, but so far we
are pleased with the result. We continue to like
our living facilities and the area where we have
lived for 30 years.” Class of 1938, c/o Cor-
nell Alumni Magazine, 401 East State St., Suite
301, Ithaca, NY 14850; Class Notes Editor e-mail,
adr4@cornell.edu.

c

38 Due to the long lead times in the
world of Class Notes, this column
was written about a month be-

fore Reunion 2008. Your class co-presidents Bill
and Elsie Harrington Doolittle (EDooWDoo2@aol.
com) hope that many of you were able to get to
Ithaca for the 70th Reunion, and we are expect-
ing to have a write-up of the events in the next
issue’s class column. Also happening in June, the
Doolittles were looking forward to visiting their
son’s family in California to attend a granddaugh-
ter’s graduation from UC Irvine. In October, Ann
Arbor, MI, will be their destination on a trip to see
their third great-grandchild. Bill goes to retiree
luncheons, participates in the Exchange Club, and
enjoys a variety of hobbies. Elsie is still volun-
teering as a docent at the Wadsworth Atheneum
Museum of Art in Hartford, CT.

John Stewart, JD ’40, writes from Ithaca that
he’s still counseling senior citizens at the Senior
Center. He’s retired but would rather be working,
and fondly remembers sports at Cornell. Richard
Mandigo adds this news to his wife’s contribution
in the Class of ’37 column: “We emptied our house
in Pulaski, NY, in summer 2007 and are living per-
manently in a retirement community in Altoona,
FL. A grandson moved into the old house, making
five generations since 1876. There are many ac-
tivities here, but the one I like best is being with
my wife Barbara (Keeney) ’37 and sharing the
many travels we have had and hearing from our
friends from around the world. The weather is great
in Florida and our sons and families come often to
visit. We attend Cornell get-togethers in the spring
and fall. The thing I remember best about Cornell
is the history of the university and what it has
meant to our families and to the world.”

Also enjoying retirement living is Anthony
Gioia (BravoJoy@yahoo.com), who moved to the
Cloverwood community in Pittsford, NY, last fall.
Dr. Ira Flamberg and wife Betty live in a retire-
ment home in Hermitage, PA. He writes, “I still
play bridge and eat too much.”

James McKay (jmckay@cov.com) continues
to practice law at Covington & Burling in Wash-
ington, DC. “All my work is pro bono, and now in-
volves mostly representing veterans.” James says
he works at his office five days a week and that
it’s exactly what he’d like to be doing. His fond
memories of Cornell include “the collegiality of the
Kappa Sigma fraternity, among many other good
times at Cornell.” Frederick Smith (Dottis8@att.
net) is a community volunteer in Dayton, OH. He
writes that he is in the office or at meetings four
to six hours per day. “After hours, I attend meet-
ings and dinners with community-based organiza-
tions or close friends. I’ve been raising laying hens
and getting my garden ready for spring and en-
joying weekends with my five sons and grand-
children as they fly in and out of Dayton to visit.”

Here’s a story from George Schempp (Mel-
bourne, FL) on life without an automobile after 75
years of driving: “The year 2007 was the beginning

39 This column highlights stories
from the Men of ’39. More news
from both the Men and the

Women in the next issue. Russell Hopping (Ros-
well, GA) asks the question we all marvel at:
“Can it be? The big Nine-O has come and gone!”
Son Bill ’69 and family visited from Denver. With
daughter Linda, they took him for a long week-
end in the north Georgia mountains. “Then a big
wingding at my club with longtime friends and
some family from Florida. I’m still trying to
recover! With cooler weather I hope to see if the
old body can still swing a golf club!”

Richard Netter, JD ’41 (New York City), sends
the following: “Richard and his late friend Victor
Borge founded Thanks to Scandinavia in 1963 to
thank the people, the governments, and the
churches of Denmark, Finland, Norway, and Sweden
for the rescue of persons of the Jewish faith from
the Holocaust.” This fund provides scholarships,
fellowships, and grants of more than $300,000 per
year to the people of these countries; many stu-
dents have been provided scholarships for Cornell.
The fund now exceeds $10 million.

Bob Brown writes from Lehigh Acres, FL, to
recount days when his father, Leigh Brown 1912,
watched football games that Bob was in when he
played for the U. of Buffalo (and where he was
called “Slivers Brown,” due to an unfortunate in-
cident on the bench) before transferring to Cor-
nell. Bob played opposite All-American Jerome
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“Brud” Holland, MS ’41, on the Big Red team. Af-
ter WWII, he became assistant to the comptrol-
ler at Cornell. Bob’s grandson Dustin Brown plays
for the L.A. Kings hockey team.

Glenn Robinson writes from Brockport, NY.
He shares this interesting story: “My Vo-Ag teacher
in high school (a Cornellian) was my inspiration
to attend Cornell, and after taking a year to work
on the family farm to put away some additional
dollars, I entered the university in 1935 as a two-
year Special Ag student. The summer of ’36 and
’37 I worked in the Ithaca office of the US Dept.
of Agriculture’s Soil Building Service. I attended
the first semester of ’38, wishing to focus on farm
management. In 1939 I had an opportunity to
go with the FHA in Norwich, NY, and two years
later I was transferred to an office that had been
opened in Whitney Point. About that time I mar-
ried Helen Terry, an Ithaca resident who was sec-
retary to Chemical Engineering professor Fred
“Dusty” Rhodes, PhD ’14. In 1942 I began work-
ing with Farm Credit in Syracuse, and ten years
later went with GLF (now Agway) in Ithaca be-
fore being transferred to one of the three district
offices of GLF in Canandaigua.

“GLF was interested in getting the food
processing industry on firmer footing. Two NYS
processing companies were combined, and Curtice-
Burns became the farmers outlet for delivering
fruits and vegetables. Pro-Fac Cooperative became
the farmers organization that grew and delivered
the fruits and vegetables. I was asked to move to
the position of director of grower relations. This
was 1961, and I spent the next 17 years with them
and then retired. I am extremely thankful for those
retirement years, as I got to spend them with my
Helen. She died in January 2007, a victim of can-
cer. We had sold our home in Clifton Springs, and
the 20 years were spent in Florida, coming north
for four months every year. I now reside with my
daughter Sharon and my son-in-law.”

We received the following e-mail from Conni
Elkins, daughter of classmate Col. Mark T. Muller,
reporting the death of her father, from a fall, on
August 19, 2007, three days short of his 92nd
birthday. “My father loved Cornell and attended
the 50th Reunion with my mother. He was retired
from the US Army and also from the U. of Texas
faculty, where he was a pioneer in the use of the
computer as a teaching tool. While at UT he do-
nated more than 800 working rare and antique
cameras (dating from the late 19th century to the
present) to the Humanities Research Center. He
accumulated the cameras over a 20-year period,
and, according to the HRC, the cameras in what is
now called the Muller Collection are useful in doc-
umenting the development of photographic appa-
ratus from its primitive beginnings in 1650 to the
sophisticated devices of today. My father’s website
is http://www.mem.com/Story.aspx?ID=2007385
and includes information about his life, as well as
a video of pictures. At Cornell he was a member of
Tau Epsilon Phi. If anyone would like to contact
me, I can be reached via e-mail at amarillotwirler@
yahoo.com. Class of 1939, c/o Cornell Alum-
ni Magazine, 401 East State St., Suite 301, Itha-
ca, NY 14850; Class Notes Editor e-mail, adr4@
cornell.edu.

c

you haven’t contributed for a while, let us hear
from you! Jasmine Tuttle Bryant sent her form
from Baldwinsville, NY, but gave no news. We hope
all is well with her. Elizabeth Gates Whitchurch
says she keeps house for a daughter and two cats,
but she and the daughter also take a trip each fall
in their motorhome—last year to the Adirondacks,
where they rented a canoe and cooked their meals
over a campfire! Elizabeth and her sister Ruth
Gates Fisher ’35 spend a lot of the summer at
their cottage on Lake Ontario. They enjoy bird-
watching, reading, and eating out.

Robert Robbins likes to travel and enjoys
music and world affairs. He recently had two trips
“Down Under.” Willard “Ossie” Ossont still does
all the maintenance work around the house, and
he and his wife both still drive and are in good
health. Ed Leonard, DVM ’40, our new treasurer
who lives in Tully, NY, is a member of the Cortland
Antique Auto Club and the Cornell Rebounders
Club. Both sound interesting. Last year he went
to a wedding in Poland! That’s traveling!

Gay Sichel Rosenbaum still enjoys playing du-
plicate bridge at her retirement home in Pennsyl-
vania, as well as water exercising and working
on several committees.
Bob Knowlton keeps mov-
ing up and down the East
Coast. He’s now back in
New England in Rhode
Island. Bob enjoys art,
reading, and golf. Dick
Meister wrote an interest-
ing bit about how much
longevity there is in the
fruit-growing world. He
had attended the 100th
anniversary celebration of
a nursery near Gettysburg whose present owners
are the fifth generation. His own family company
is now in its third generation.

That’s all for now. Keep the news coming! 
Ellen Ford, 300 Westminster Canterbury Dr., #416,
Winchester, VA 22603.

c

put together a group of 22 to enjoy nine Christ-
mas shows at Branson—much fun for all. The ten
grandchildren are now neatly divided: three in the
work world, three in high school, and four in col-
lege. To end, congratulations to Don on his 90th
birthday party. We’re looking forward to a similar
celebration on Galveston Beach in June.

Have a great summer! Shirley Richards
Sargent Darmer, 20 Haddington Lane, Delmar, NY
12054; e-mail, kid12054@aol.com.

c

40 Happy 4th of July to all (as I
write this column on a gor-
geous May day). There’s still

some news left from last year’s News and Dues
mailing, but it won’t last long. So, particularly if

41 Hurray! The News and Dues letter
arrived today, March 5. I will
therefore hope to be flooded with

news in the coming weeks and to begin report-
ing it in the Sep/Oct issue.

Our thanks to class president Jean Way
Schoonover for the report on the CACO Mid-Winter
Meeting in Philadelphia in February. I received
another letter from Jean that highlighted the
luncheon keynote speaker, Carol Kammen. Her sub-
ject was “The Meaning of the Word ‘Person’ in the
Cornell Charter.” The Cornell Charter was unique
and revolutionary by using the word “person”: not
“male,” not “student.” The word “person” opened
up a new idea of who a person could be: equali-
ty for females; no bar in terms of color; foreign
students welcome. Another revolutionary idea was
that people from all religions—or no religion—
could preach at Sage Chapel. We can indeed be
proud of our heritage.

One classmate deserves a medal for her let-
ters: Marjorie Lee Treadwell! Her Christmas let-
ter told about their Florida life at the Glenview,
the cooperative that residents own and manage.
Two years ago they discovered the Teaching Com-
pany, which has over 250 college-level lectures
on DVD. They have sampled ones on mathemat-
ics, biology, the Bible, and “The Great Books That
Have Changed Our Lives.” In early November they

42 Louise Nordenholt Schatz (Ches-
terfield, MO; lschatz1243no@
hotmail.com) writes: “My hus-

band Robert, PhD ’42, passed away in January
2007. He received his doctorate in Physical Chem-
istry and retired from Monsanto Chemical Co. in
1980, where he was director of research of the
Resin Products Division. He was active in the
church and an adult Bible study leader for 55
years and a member of the honorary Sigma Xi
Society.” Our condolences, Louise.

Stan Brodhead, Venice, FL, e-mailed a most
interesting letter. He states, “I was pleasantly

surprised to read in the
April column that Hank
Smithers (Stuart, FL) want-
ed to hear from me.” [I,
your correspondent, sent
him Hank’s address and
hope they had a fine re-
union.] Stan goes on, “I
looked for him for years,
but he just disappeared.
The last picture of my
years at Cornell was taken
on the steps of the Drill

Hall in May 1942 with two other fine engineers,
Hank and Harry St. John. I believe Harry died af-
ter years with Aeroproducts. As for me, the years
of my son’s being dean of Yale College and now
four years as president of Duke have diluted my
attachment to Cornell a bit, but I have many hap-
py memories of our years in Ithaca. Marilyn and
I will be celebrating our 65th anniversary in
June. Seems like only yesterday she was a Tri-
Delt at Miami of Ohio. We have three children,
but can only boast one grandson and no greats.
We sold our home and moved to a grand retire-
ment community in Venice, a suburb of Sarasota,
the cultural center of the Gulf Coast. Beautiful
sparkling water and white sandy beaches make this
a very attractive community. I am active in the
Cornell Club and an Ivy League Club. Our years of
traveling are mostly over, but we still play golf and
bridge and have an exciting, wonderful life. We
are truly blessed.”

Donald Parmelee (Padukah, KY; dlpdobe@
bellsouth.net) is busy reading important magazines
like this one, National Geographic, and Air & Space.
He likes watching golf matches and listening to
Celtic music. A music lover, his best memory of
Cornell is hearing the chimes ring. He’d love to
hear from anyone from Seal & Serpent. Bill Paty
(Honolulu, HI; Bill@martroffice.com) is still a
trustee for M. A. Robinson Trusts, aide to the sec-
retary of the Army Pacific Region, VP of the Aloha
Council of the Boy Scouts of America, and active
in other nonprofit organizations. So he’s staying
active and, as he says, “hopefully healthy.” A nice
card came from Jean Pardee Cole (Chesterfield
MO), but sadly no info on what she’s doing.

Joe and Roma Hoffman (Scottsdale, AZ; joe
hoff592@MSN.com) are still enjoying Arizona

‘I still play
bridge and eat
too much.’Ira Flamberg ’38
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weather, people, and golf courses. “It’s a great
place to grow older.” Joe volunteers at the Mayo
Hospital one day a week and finds it interesting.
Barbara Gerlach Frey (Covington, LA; FFreypops@
aol.com) broke both hips, so is living in a nurs-
ing home for rehab. She wishes she were at home.
She fondly remembers the Cornell football games.
John ’41 and Lucille Heise Borst (Leesburg, FL)
are happy being retired. She enjoys local profes-
sional shows and concerts at the mall. She keeps
busy sewing for friends, doing water aerobics, and
line-dancing. She and John live in a “lifecare com-
munity” where all the meals, except on Sunday,
are served in a fine dining room. So Lucille cooks
on Sundays only. She remembers all her friends at
the Alpha Phi house, where she was president her
senior year. Also, of course, meeting and marry-
ing John. She enjoyed talks with Prof. Fred
“Dusty” Rhodes, PhD ’14, and would love to hear
from Jean Fenton Potter (New Milford CT).

Paula Collins Preller has a new address in
Vancouver, WA. She and Arno lived in Denver, CO,
for more than 30 years. They are in a gated com-
munity on the Columbia River and love it. They
also loved the 65th Reunion. Don Kent, MD ’45
(Palm Beach, FL), reunion chairman, and wife
Madelaine (Ring) ’45 enjoyed an eye-opening
trip to Southeast Asia, mainly Vietnam and Thai-
land. They cruised the China Seas from Hong Kong
down, visiting Hanoi and other historic cities in-
cluding Saigon, ending up in Bangkok for a few
days. Don states, “The world is changing and rap-
idly so.” William Webster (Cammack Village, AR)
is still investment officer for the Methodist Foun-
dation of Arkansas. He says he takes care of his
wife and is surviving.

I’ve used up all my words for now, but lots
of news to come. Keep in touch. Carolyn
Evans Finneran, 8815 46th St. NW, Gig Harbor, WA
98335; tel., (253) 265-6618; e-mail, carolynfinn@
comcast.net.

c

Inst., I’ve been active in the Albany Artists Group
and have had several watercolors accepted for
exhibits this year. I’m also active in the Cornell
Club of Albany.” Alberta Schulman Mendelsohn
(Nanuet, NY) writes: “Still playing violin in local
orchestra; still fondly remember playing the
chimes atop McGraw Tower.”

“Busy with legal writing for the California
Commission on Health and Safety and for Workers
Comp,” reports Lawrence Swezey (aka Mr. Betty
Ann Bischoff). Eloise Thro Stimson writes from
Laguna Woods, CA: “Enjoying a late-life marriage
to a wonderful man. We are 86 and 88. We read,
take walks, dine out at least twice a week, love
our two dogs—a schnauzer and a Chihuahua—
and enjoy a truly happy life together.”

Not long ago, I endured a short but most dif-
ficult phone call with Knox Burger. I’m deaf and
getting deafer; he—after years of jaw surgery—
is no longer nimble of tongue, but still has the

patience of a starving wildcat. “Suffer fools kind-
ly” never found a place in his vocabulary. Not
even in the days when his diction rivaled Demos-
thenes. Pre-marbles Demosthenes. He said some-
thing to the effect that Ma Bell was no longer a
viable medium. “Agreed,” said I. “We’ll try it in
person when next I’m in New York. Be well.” “I’ll
try the best I can,” said he. There was resigna-
tion in his voice. More recently I phoned again
to tell him I’d just spent $3,400 on new hearing
aids and that I expected him to spend a like
amount on ventriloquists. Turned out he was just
home from three weeks of hospital (pneumonia)
and his laugh was less booming than I would
have liked. I had to settle for my own.

This from Louise Schall Faryna Van Ardsdale
[two more names like that and there goes the
column for this issue]: “I’ve started a new phase
of my life at the Bonell Community in Greeley,
CO, and enjoy it thoroughly. I came here to re-
cuperate from a bad fall, and then moved into
Rosewood, a lovely assisted living unit. I have a
nice studio apartment, three good meals a day,
and supervision with baths and medication. They
do all laundry, cleaning, etc. What a life! And it’s
wonderful being near my youngest son Bill Fary-
na, his lovely wife Connie, and their three young
children.” From Westfield, NJ, Bill MacRitchie
writes: “Selling vintage fishing tackle and stan-
dard gauge Lionel trains at antique shows. I have
also cruised on the Danube, the Baltic, the
Caribbean, and to Hawaii and Alaska, but now
after a six-year fight, Parkinson’s is winning.
Wish I could make reunion, but the odds are
against.” Other globe-trotters: Gordon Jones
(South America, Eastern Europe, Scandinavia);
Dave Belt, MBA ’50 (Costa Rica, river cruise from
Chattanooga to Cincinnati via the Tennessee and
Ohio waterways).

Back story. One Mr. Ming bought the remain-
dered copies of Charles Harris MD’s blockbuster,
One Man’s Medicine (Harper & Row 1970). We
sought to purchase one copy for each duespay-
ing member of the Class of ’43:

SMH: We would like to buy 200 copies @
$1.75.

Ming: $3.00.
SMH: 225 copies @ $2.25.
Ming: I can do $2.80.
SMH: Exceeds 2007 budget. Maybe next year.
Ming: Price will go up next year because of

inflation.
I copied Charlie on the above. His response:

“Hi Miller. This reminds me of the patient just
short of terminal from heart failure, in the days
when doctors made house calls. The doctor was
there and said he would be back the following
day. Patient’s family wanted to know the prospec-
tive charge. Doctor said $25. Family said it could
find $15. The patient raised his hand and in a
raspy voice said, ‘I’ll give $10.’ “ S. Miller Har-
ris, P.O. Box 164, Spinnerstown, PA 18968; e-mail,
olchap@comcast.net.

c

‘Enjoying a late-life marriage to a
wonderful man. We are 86 and 88.’Eloise Thro Stimson ’43

43 As this column creeps inexorably
toward the front of the book,
necrology, alas, inches toward

the top. Cream rises, passes on. We mourn the
loss of Peggy Dilts Lakis, who danced the night
through at every reunion. Only four years ago she
flew from Boston to Seattle for the funeral of one-
time track star Charlie Shaw. Of Bernice Henry
Fitchett, professional dietician, author of cook-
books and the “Bernie Fitchett Suggests” food col-
umn for the Poughkeepsie Digest. Ed ’44, husband
of 60 years, survives. Turn down an empty glass
for Lou Mihalyi, who wrote well and often of his
memories of Ithaca and Cornell, and whose courier
laundry box (soiled out; spotless back) is part of
the permanent collection at Kroch Library. For
Jerrold Leiberman, MD ’46, cardiologist, surgeon,
professor at Weill Cornell Medical Center, prolific
photographer, and all-round good guy.

From Shirley D. Sobell (Albany, NY): “Since
my retirement from Sterling Winthrop Research

44 April showers have brought
May flowers here. The D.C. area
is a fairyland of Bradford pear,

redbud, dogwood, and magnolia as I write and am
involved in CCRC activities. Ruth Caplan Brunton
describes hers in Friendship Village, Tempe, AZ.
She enjoys “people of all walks and talks of life,
lectures, music, discussions of current events,
great books, bridge, exercise classes, etc.” She still
volunteers weekly at the local elementary school.
Her family is all over the map. She welcomes calls
and visits at 2645 E. Southern Ave., #254; zip
85282. These continuing care retirement commu-
nities nationwide provide a very comfortable and
interesting lifestyle. 

Frank Reynolds is active at church and in
the community, particularly on the Citizens Advi-
sory Board for Probation and Parole for Southwest
Missouri. “What a title!” Four friends volunteer
every Wednesday in the Greene County jail, which
houses 500 inmates. These “four wise men” make
personal visits and court appearances and help
with correspondence. His autobiography, Is There
a God, was described in the Jan/Feb 2008 issue
of the alumni magazine. Yale Solomon, writing
from Naples, FL, is still playing golf and tennis in
Florida and for three months, June to September,
at his summer home in Inlet, NY.

We received word that Jim McTague, also of
Naples, FL, died in late February. Earlier, however,
we got a nice note from him with the following:
“Noting Kurt Vonnegut’s passing brought to mind
my discovery that returning from WWII, I had been
in absentia associate editor of the Sun along with
Kurt—never met the man.” Leaving for the Army
mid-term, Jim received his best-ever college grades.
He decided the professor thought he’d never return.
Fred Hannahs of Tiburon, CA, named Kurt Vonnegut
as the last classmate he remembers. Fred reports
a 55-year marriage, three children, four grands, and
resignation from the Marin County Treasurer’s Over-
sight Committee. However, he sought reelection to
the boards of the Tiburon Fire Protection District
and Sanitary District No. 5 (he thinks he is the last
WWII veteran holding office there).

According to a New York Times article, Mor-
ton Savada died Feb. 11, 2008. He was described
as president of his family’s apparel manufacturing
company from 1950 to the mid-1970s. In a part
of the building he then started collecting records,
first ten-inch disks then 45s and 33-1/3 RPM
records. His archive store, Records Revisited, in
midtown Manhattan included jazz, Big Band,
Latin, country, Broadway, vocals, instrumental,
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spoken word, and rarities. Shelves were 12 feet
high, aisles were narrow, and records were in pa-
per sleeves, all listed on three-by-five-inch
cards—no computer; no credit card device. He
wouldn’t sell the last copy of a recording, but
would lend copies to CD producers or movie com-
panies. His son said he assumed his Dad made
some money, but he did it for fun. Mort closed
the store two years ago because of ill health. The
60 tons of 78s are to be donated to a university.
Lila (Perless), Mort’s wife of 61 years, two sons,
a daughter, and three grandchildren survive.

Short takes: Philip Lewin, PhD ’69, of Den-
ver, CO, says they enjoy the weather and family
and are great-grandparents for the first time.
Robert Reidy writes from Somers, NY: “First
grandson born March 22, 2007; lives in Califor-
nia. Other legacy, Alana Jean, born Dec. 10,
1998.” Betty Timmerman Thompson is “still in
Sun City, AZ, where summers are much too hot.”
She is active in the Delta Gamma alumni group,
which meets monthly. Philip Williams sent dou-
ble dues from Poland, OH. He was in the V-12
program and was allowed four years at Cornell
instead of only one. He regrets not being able to
participate in alumni activities. Nancy Torlin-
ski Rundell, 20540 Falcons Landing Circle, #4404,
Sterling, VA 20165; tel., (703) 404-9494.

c

Sigma house parties. She keeps in touch with Cor-
nell friends on birthdays and Christmas. Ruth Bus-
sell McLay moved from Holmdel, NJ, to Slidell, LA,
on May 2. She had been a volunteer for 40 years
at the Monmouth Museum in Lincroft, NJ. Last July
she and husband John went to Atlanta, GA, to see
their granddaughter married and had a great time.
They also celebrated their 62nd anniversary.

Roger Milnes, Vienna, VA, is retired and man-
ages his house and gardens. He and wife Ann
(Shore) ’49, BS Nurs ’49, are enjoying their fam-
ily and grandchildren, especially one girl who is a
plebe at the US Naval Academy. Roger remembers
the really fine professorial staff at Cornell and says
he’d like to be cruising—not a surprising state-
ment coming from a man who was a rear admiral.
Bill Glaeser, BME ’49, is a senior research scien-
tist with Battelle in Columbus, OH. He enjoys oil
painting at the Cultural Arts Center and recently
gave a talk on “Color, the Rainbow Connection.”
He’d like to be canoeing in the Adirondacks. His
fondest memories of his Cornell years are hanging
out at Willard Straight Hall and walking the cam-
pus in the spring. He’d like to hear from classmate
Jim Conboy, LLB ’52.

Bill Berley, BS ’48, is retired and recovering
from a hip replacement done last December. He
does all the cultural activities available in New
York City—or as many as possible, i.e., museums,
opera, ballet, theatre, and Cornell Club programs
and lectures. He likes to travel: he went to Africa
last October, attended CAU theater in London and
CAU campus courses, and visits his two Cornell
children and their Cornell children. His fond mem-
ories of Cornell include making lifetime friends
with whom he keeps in touch, the beauty of the
campus in any season, and some memorable cours-
es. Maralyn Winsor Fleming, Ithaca, NY, enjoys
occasional golf, traveling with her family, having
grandchildren come to visit, and camping in a cab-
in that classmate-husband Wayne ’48 has in Cana-
da. She supports all kinds of valuable charities,
such as Planned Parenthood, United Way of Tomp-
kins County, the Salvation Army, opera, food for
the poor, etc. She remembers fondly good times
with friends at Kappa Alpha Theta and managing
events at Willard Straight Hall. Julie Kamerer
Snell, 3154 Gracefield Rd., Apt. 111, Silver Spring,
MD 20904; e-mail, julie.snell@verizon.net; Robert
Frankenfeld, 6291 E. Bixby Hill Rd., Long Beach,
CA 90815; e-mail, betbobf@aol.com.

c

most like to hear from classmate Bill Morrison.
Former class correspondent William Papsco
(Windsor, CA; capwilly@aol.com) and wife Carol
are thankful for their complete recuperation from
Bill’s October 2006 open-heart surgery and Car-
ol’s subsequent back and hip operation. For a
while, Bill limited his extracurricular activities to
watching the evening news. Now he’s happy and
doing fine. His plans for a precious metal refin-
ery in the Reno area look very solid this time,
with a PhD chemist as a partner. He and Carol
have been on many great cruises. Their favorite
has been Lindblad’s Antarctica 108-passenger trip
aboard the Endeavor. They marveled at the soar-
ing albatross, the majestic icebergs, and the
peaceful penguins. Bill would be pleased to sup-
ply the details to interested classmates.

Stuart Snyder (Schenectady, NY) calls him-
self the Double Whammy Guy. He’s outlived two
brides. “Number one was Debra, who died in Jan-
uary 2006 after 61 years of a beautiful marriage.
Number two was Edith Campman, who died in Oc-
tober 2007.” Now, at 86, he’s been retired since
1998. Stu continues, “I’ve been doing underwa-
ter basket weaving and other retirement home ac-
tivities. I have macular degeneration and can only
read large print books. Growing old is acceptable,
but going blind really stinks!” He says he’d rather
be enjoying Cape Cod as he did from 1979-89.
Stu remembers fondly the beauty of the campus,
his civil engineering professors, and study. The
Cornell friends he’d most like to hear from are
Bart Snow and Doris Coffey Karpuk ‘44.

TO PUBLISH YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS, e-mail
me. Include your name, city, and state of resi-
dence. Send news to: Paul Levine, 31 Chicory
Lane, San Carlos, CA 94070; tel., (650) 592-5273;
e-mail, pblevine@juno.com. Class website, http://
classof46.alumni.cornell.edu.

c

45 I am Julie Kamerer Snell, part-
nering with Bob Frankenfeld,
BA ’44, MD ’47, as class corre-

spondent. By way of introduction, some of my
readers may remember the self-designed T-shirt
with the legend, “Troublemaker with Good Reason,”
that I wore at the 1995 reunion. It was a popular
fundraiser for the Legal Advocacy Fund, a national
program of the American Association of University
Women. As an AAUW Maryland member, I have
served in several posts at the state and local lev-
els. My husband, a National Park Service historian,
and I lived in Saratoga, Hyde Park, Harpers Ferry,
San Francisco, and finally, the D.C. area.

We have a daughter, two sons (one of whom
has a PhD from Cornell), three granddaughters,
and two grandsons. Two years ago, we moved to
a retirement community in Silver Spring, MD. My
husband died soon afterward and was inurned in
an impressive ceremony at the Arlington Nation-
al Cemetery’s Columbarium. I spend as much time
as possible with my family, and chair the com-
munity’s Science and Technology Lecture Series.

On to the news. Gerry Dunn Jennings was
among about 30 who lunched at the Willard Ho-
tel’s Café du Park in Washington, DC, on Feb. 29.
The Leap-Year-Day event was arranged by Bob
Day ’56 and the Cornell Club of Washington “Ur-
banauts” and featured a tour of the famous ho-
tel, where Abraham Lincoln and his family stayed
just before his inauguration on March 4, 1861.
Ezra Day is said to have gone to the Willard that
day and witnessed the Inaugural Address on the
Capitol lawn. One of Lincoln’s legacies is the Mor-
rill Act, passed the following year, which was im-
portant in the founding of Cornell. Diners heard
about national and campus plans for celebrating
the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial leading up to
February 12, 2009 and beyond.

C. Jean Hendrickson Cummings, Bingham-
ton, NY, reports that she and husband John ’44,
BArch ’49, are enjoying life in their retirement
home, Good Shepherd Fairview Home. She has
many fond memories of her Cornell years—too
many to mention—but if pressed, she lists Kappa

46 Russell and Anne Scott (russell
cscott@aol.com) have pros-
pered in their Richmond, VA,

continuing care community. When last we heard
from Russell in early 2006, he chose and we pub-
lished Rod Stieff as the old Cornell friend he’d
most like to hear from. Anne and Russell have
had several phone conversations with Rod and
Dottie Stieff since and had a tentative date for a
visit from them in April. In addition to serving on
the boards of other conservation and hereditary
groups, Russell is an honorary trustee of the Chesa-
peake Bay Foundation and honorary governor gen-
eral of the General Society of Colonial Wars.

Pat, the wife of our former class president
Samuel Miller (Lower Gwynedd, PA; trimil1@aol.
com), reports that he had two falls recently. The
most recent, in February, fractured his left hip,
confining him mostly to a wheelchair. They spend
three winter months in Marco Island, FL, and the
balance of the year in Pennsylvania. Sam most
fondly remembers the view at Cornell and would

I really like News and Dues time as I enjoy
hearing from you—and I am sure our treasurer
likes to receive your dues to keep our class fi-
nancially stable. Here are some of the news items
received so far this year.

Priscilla Axtell Van Valkenburg (Sydney, NY)
would like to have news on Joan Logan Wild. If
any of you know her present whereabouts, contact
Priscilla through me. Ruth Magid Woolfe (Boca
Raton, FL) writes that she is a volunteer with the
Green Cay Wildlife Refuge. She just had a com-
plete shoulder replacement, so she can swim the
crawl again. She’d like to hear from May Atherton.
Joyce Jacobowitz Concors (Walden, NY) reported
the death of her husband, Arthur ’43, in Nov.
2006. She is secretary/treasurer of the Thruway
Food Market and Shopping Center in town and has
seven grandchildren to keep her busy. June Cronig
Kapell (Teaneck, NJ) is still involved in the August
Cornell get-together on Martha’s Vineyard. She in-
vites all Cornellians in the vicinity to attend.
Louise Greene Richards, PhD ’65 (Ithaca) keeps
busy with singing, classes at the senior center,
bookbinding, and fiber art. She fondly remembers
bull sessions in the dorm and sorority, walking on
campus, and swimming in the gorge.

Margaret Chauvin Rinehart (Costa Mesa, CA)
also volunteers at the local senior center and en-
joys Tai Chi. She’d like Ruth Sergenian De Angelis
to contact her. Mary Lou Rutan Snowden (Madi-
son, WI) has been traveling with her two daugh-
ters to England and on a Mediterranean cruise. She
regularly hears from five of her old college friends.
She would like to hear from Virginia Dahm Myles
’45, BS HE ’44. Chris Kidwell Burger (NYC) is
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managing a real estate office, writing a novel, and
watching her granddaughter perform as Juliet in
her school play. This spring she is planning to drive
around southeast Utah. She’d like to hear from
more of her former classmates (I’m sorry, but with
these old eyes I couldn’t decipher the names).
Ruth Critchlow Blackman (Newtown, PA) is a driv-
er for Meals-on-Wheels and plays bridge. She is
also helping on her 65th high school reunion. She
wonders what happened to Dr. Bobby MacGuffie
and what she is doing these days. Jean Gallagher
Welch (Ithaca) writes that her fondest memories
are of the sorority and the Hotel school.

Remember, you don’t have to wait until the
next News and Dues mailing. Just send me news
anytime, or call (I really love that). Thanks for
all your news over the years. Elinor Baier
Kennedy, 9 Reading Dr., Apt. 302, Wernersville,
PA 19565; tel., (610) 927-8777.

c

appropriate help. Dr. Corson-Rikert began making
mental health a community-wide responsibility.
Cornell president David Skorton used speeches
and articles to encourage everyone on campus to
watch out for each other’s mental health. The
Journal article is lengthy, relating cases in which
the help was successful in dealing with excessive
drinking, depression, and possible suicide. Seems
a fine program.

The Development office has sent me reports
on the recipients of our class’s Tradition Fellow-
ships. They are: Christina Piemonte ’11 (ILR) from
Wheaton, IL; Christina St. John ’10 (Architecture)
from Hummelstown, PA; Cheng Zhang ’08 (Hotel)
from Williamsville, NY; Misato Fukuda ’09 (Arts)
from Mahwah, NJ; Peter Fritch ’09 (Arts) from
Mill Valley, CA, and Asheville, NC; and Bethany
Ojalehto ’08 (Human Ecology) from Washington
State. They are all not only outstanding scholars
but employed, active in extracurricular activities—
sports, music, etc.—and engaged in do-good vol-
unteer activities on campus and in the community.
They express great gratitude and appreciation for
our financial support.

As you read this, Reunion 2008 has come and
gone. Bob and Nancy Lain Cox ’48 were planning
to attend. I hope it was fun and almost as great
as ours. My son Roger Anderson ’78 was going
to his 30th! How can our kids be that old? Rog
has been president of his class for quite a while,
so his mother is pleased and proud.

Howard Donnelly (hcdonnelly@comcast.net)
wrote that he now lives in Bloomington, MN, af-
ter living in Hawaii and traveling in Europe and
Asia and North America as a hotel executive and
consultant for 42 years. William Brenner, MEd ’48
(wmabren@yahoo.com) is a classmate who orig-
inally started Cornell in 1938 with the Class of ’42,
was interrupted by the war, finished with us in ’47,
and got his MEd in ’48. At 87 he has written and
published his first novel, entitled Concerned. Will
sent a copy of the cover and there are compli-
mentary reviews calling it engrossing, intelligent,
well-written, and interspersed with humor. It’s
available at Amazon, Barnes and Noble, etc. Good
luck and congratulations. I have ordered one.

Many classmates know my daughter Beth An-
derson ’80 from reunions. I’ve mentioned before
about her being a member of the Cornell Library
Advisory Council (and head of it for the last two
years). In addition, she is now a member of the
Cornell Alumni Magazine Advisory Committee. Her
mother is pleased and proud of her also. I wish
you all a happy, healthy summer. Arlie Wil-
liamson Anderson, 238 Dorchester Rd., Rochester,
NY 14610; e-mail, arlie47@aol.com; Sylvia
Kianoff Shain, 653 Primrose Lane, River Vale, NJ
07675; tel., (201) 391-1263; e-mail, iralandsyl@
optonline.net.

c

of 12! Would like to hear from all ’48 classmates.
[You should have my job—but I won’t give it
up.—Ed.] We need more time between wars.
There’s not enough time between generations to
learn and do all the things we’re supposed to be
doing—especially creative writing!”

Warren “Scotty” McPherson, Fredonia, NY:
“Part-time insurance consulting, not yet fully re-
tired. I sail, canoe, hike, and ski cross-country.
Fondest memory is the bells from Libe Tower and
good friends. Have been to Cape Cod—nothing
real exotic. Can’t print what I’d rather be doing
now. Four children; ten grandchildren; second
great-grand on the way. I don’t have any prob-
lems of my own, but politicians and unions are
both greedy, and this hurts our economy. Have
recently discovered that I’m now 80!”

Tom Trafzer, Carmichael, CA: “Maintaining
household peace and quiet. Trying to become pro-
ficient in home computer operation. Best memo-
ry is big danceband weekends in Barton Hall and
fraternity parties associated therewith. [Joe Dou-
glass was the best dancer I remember.—Ed.] Took
a river cruise, Vienna to Amsterdam. Tomorrow I’m
going to look for the Fountain of Youth to regain
stamina for more world traveling. One of our 11
grandchildren is a junior in the Hotel school. My
most pressing problem is keeping my investment
gains ahead of the maintenance fee gains at our
senior retirement institution. Solution is to have
saved more 40 years ago!”

Mary Ann Grammer Byers, Orchard Park, NY:
“Retired. On the board of the NYSHC. Play bridge,
computer, TV. I remember the beautiful Cornell
scenery and picnics. Saw (and heard) the opera
in Venice, Italy. I plan to keep busy. Would love
to be riding a horse in the woods. Grandson grad-
uated from Annapolis, and we had a family re-
union. Would like to hear from my Alpha Phi
classmates. My problem is getting desk work done
while away from my desk. Solution is persistence.
World’s problem is WAR. Solution: positive action
by us!” Charles “Chuck” Leslie, St. Pete Beach,
FL: “Managing portfolio so I can eat. Play bridge
and shuffleboard and go to theatre. Fondest mem-
ory is Senior Week and graduation, with my moth-
er and Cornell ’13 father in Ithaca, together with
a bunch of his classmates. Spent a lot of time in
the Class of ’13 reunion tent on Libe Slope. Lat-
er, 12 of us went to Krebs for dinner. Have been
to bridge tournaments in Phoenix, New Orleans
(pre-Katrina), and Gatlinburg, TN (Great Smoky
Mountain area). I live and (try to) vote in Flori-
da and in Michigan. Every six months I commute.
However, I’m spending more and more time late-
ly in Florida. When the commute becomes too
much of a chore, I’ll choose Florida.”

Ruth Werman Weiss, Rochester, NY: “Do di-
alysis social work. Also read, quilt, and visit
friends. Son Joseph is an MD/PhD cardiologist.
Daughter Susan is an MA school administrator.”
Bernard “Bud” Yablin, MD ’53, Rochester, NY: “I
live in the Jewish Home of Rochester, where I am
president of the Residents Council. After hours, I
write my ‘memoirs’ for the Residents Journal. I
have been provided with a Certificate of Appreci-
ation by the home. Fondest memory is the Big
Red Band trip to Philadelphia for the Penn game
on Thanksgiving Day in 1946, plus my interview
for medical school second semester 1947. I have
four daughters (54, 45, 17, and 14) and a step-
son (26). The 17-year-old is applying to the AAP
college. My oldest daughter is head of the divi-
sion of Jewish studies at U. of Virginia and has
just published her fourth book, Inventing Jewish

47 Spring has come to Rochester
after a long winter with more
than 100 inches of snow—more

than Buffalo! The sun is shining, birds are singing,
trees are leafing, and daffodils are flowering.
Isn’t it great that we are here and able to enjoy
it all! I do realize you all have experienced it for
a couple of months, since I am writing in April.
I am back for my turn at being your class corre-
spondent for the next three columns. Sylvia did
a great job, and it was fun for me to read her
columns—but I’m glad to be back in touch. Pres-
ident Pete Schwarz has sent you the annual class
News and Dues mailing. If you haven’t done so
yet, please return the News Form so that we can
hear from as many of you as possible.

First, some news from the university. As I
mentioned in the report on reunion, our host at
our Library event was then-interim university li-
brarian Anne Kenney. No longer interim, Anne is
now the official Carl A. Kroch University Librarian.
I’m sure it is a good decision. We wish her well and
offer our congratulations. We have known that Don
and Margi Schiavone Berens’s daughter Mary
Berens ’74 was Director of Alumni Affairs for many
years. She relinquished that job and was named
senior campaign officer for our ambitious $4 bil-
lion capital campaign. Her appointment, a new-
ly created position, became effective September
2007 and she likes the work.

Following Mary’s change, the university an-
nounced the appointment of Chris Marshall as as-
sociate vice president for alumni affairs. Cornell
declares him a “dynamic and accomplished leader
in the alumni affairs profession.” For the past
seven years he directed the Lehigh U. Alumni As-
sociation, leading a program that won four
awards for excellence. Recognized for his ex-
pertise, he served for four years as president of
a group of alumni directors of 40 peer colleges
and universities in our country. I imagine we will
hear from him and we wish him well also.

In January 2008 the Wall Street Journal had a
lengthy article about Cornell’s efforts to train staff
to recognize students in distress, thereby helping
with eating disorders, mental health problems, and
reducing suicide events. Timothy Marchell ’82, an
associate director of health services, was given the
unusual additional title of Director of Mental Health
Initiatives. In 2002 Dr. Janet Corson-Rikert, exec-
utive director of Cornell’s Health Center, and Dr.
Marchell created an advisory council composed of
Cornell staff, faculty, and student leaders trained
to notice problems and to refer students to the

48 Stay tuned to this space. Our
Report on Reunion 2008 will ap-
pear in the Sep/Oct issue, along

with the magazine’s regular coverage of the event.
John and Merilyn Baron Woods, Philadel-

phia, PA: “Grandson Michael Woods Lis ’08 will
graduate from Cornell Engineering in May. Grand-
daughter Rebecca Woods Lis ’09 is in A&S. They
have both been very happy at Cornell.” Ed De-
Gasper, Williamsville, NY: “Retired. Stay healthy.
I remember great lunches with friends at Willard
Strait. Have been around the world. We fly our
own plane to Florida. The days are shorter, and
years seem only six or seven months long instead

064-099CAMJA08Notes   6/13/08  3:59 PM  Page 68



C
la

s
s

 N
o

te
s

July | August 2008 69

Ritual. Would like to hear from Jay Milner ’47
and Sandy Reiss ’47, MD ’51. My most pressing
problem is health. Solution is helping to ‘moni-
tor’ and make suggestions for proper medical
care. World’s problem is Iraq. Solution is 2008. I
find the medical research results published in the
New England Journal of Medicine very enlighten-
ing. Life means to enjoy each day as it comes.”

Richard Brown, Rockville Centre, NY: “Retired.
Travel, theatre, reading. Spent two weeks in Turkey
in October—an interesting country. Good food
also. Going to Shanghai, then Thanksgiving in
California (Nov. ’07). Last July I went to Italy, the
Adriatic, Dubrovnik, and Greece, including a few
days in Ravenna and Ferrara, home of the Este
family (famous for inclusion in crossword puz-
zles), whose unfortunate family problem inspired
Browning’s ‘My Last Duchess.’ My problem is get-
ting rid of excess paper, books, and magazines.
Solution is a match. The world’s problem is over-
population. Solution is more discretion among the
younger generation (too late for us). There might
be no meaning of life; anyway, I don’t know it.”

Bob Persons, 102 Reid Ave., Port Washington,
NY 11050; phone and fax, (516) 767-1776.
c

is vice president of the board of directors of Co-
operative Extension in Schuyler County. Jim was
a professor of rural sociology at Cornell.

Don Read, MBA ’53 (vcread@cs.com) has
moved to Marco Island, FL, but spends summers
in Milwaukee, WI. Tom Nickou taught biology at
Liberty High School and Sullivan County Commu-
nity College, was principal of the Liberty summer
school, and won an award as an outstanding bi-
ology teacher in NYS. Tom now paints watercol-
ors: his business card carries a lovely winter
snowscape with a red covered bridge. Bob Pease
(Gowanda, NY) owned and operated a large fruit-
and-vegetable farm for 40 years. He has been a
director of the Cattaraugus County Bank in Little
Valley for 25 years. Electrical engineer David
Inkeles (DJI5@cornell.edu) had a career in data-
processing systems with American Express and
Shearson, Lehman Brothers in New York City. He
and his wife now live in Palm Desert, CA, where

he is active with the Model Railroaders of the
Desert and the Sun City Palm Desert Yacht Club.
Yes, a yacht club in the desert: the members op-
erate radio-controlled sailboats. Four members of
the next two generations of Inkeleses are also
Cornellians: daughter Sharon Inkeles ’79, MD
’83; son-in-law Mark Gudesblatt, MD ’80; son
Andrew Inkeles ’85; and granddaughter Melanie
Gudesblatt ’09, who is a current student.

Ken Dehm (Batavia, NY) was manager of
transportation for Jones Chemicals Inc. of Sara-
sota, FL. Ken graduated from high school in 1936,
volunteered for the Navy the day after Pearl Har-
bor, and served four years on a seaplane tender in
the Atlantic and in an air-ferry service squadron.
“The service in the Navy allowed me to attend
college at Cornell,” he explains. Our freshman year
(1946-47)—according to A History of Cornell—saw
the greatest influx of returning WWII veterans:
6,227 out of a total student population of 10,560;
77 percent of the men and some of the women.
“Many of my friends at Cornell had also served in
the war,” Ken continues. “We are about eight to
ten years older than many of our classmates.”
Marion Steinmann, 237 West Highland Ave.,
Philadelphia, PA 19118-3819; tel. (215) 242-8443;
e-mail, cjoiner@ix.netcom.com; Paul H. Joslin,
6080 Terrace Dr., Johnston, IA 50151-1560; tel.,
(515) 278-0960; e-mail, phj4@cornell.edu.

c

49 The very nerve of a 25-year-old
gunman from Hector robbing
Louie’s Lunch wagon! He was fol-

lowed and later apprehended. We co-eds remember
Louie’s fondly. A bite to eat was a great excuse to
stop studying. Hard to believe the food wagon is
still at Thurston and Wait avenues after 60 years!

Russ and Jane Kimberly Meyer ’50 flew their
Cornell flag at their home in The Villages in hon-
or of our wonderful basketball team. They get to-
gether yearly in Kissimmee, FL, with Edward and
Bev Haude Pearson, Bob ’50 and Phyl Purple, and
Paul ’52 and Jean Widener. I had a nice chat
with Frances Grammer Stevenson. She has lived
in Augusta, GA, since 1951. She downsized and
now lives in a house across from Augusta State
U.—never a dull moment in that location! Au-
gusta State also has a good basketball team.

Ted Levine, MA ’50, is chairman of Develop-
ment Counsellors Int’l, a firm he founded in 1960
that represents places around the world for the
purpose of attracting investors and tourists. He
teaches adults movie history and other popular cul-
ture topics at Iona College and Palm Beach Com-
munity College. He’s also helping his son Andy plan
a sizable expansion of his company. Frances Lown
Crandall is still going strong as an interior design-
er. She has participated in seven designer show-
houses in the past ten years and travels and paints
watercolors. “Frankie” is a signature member of the
Philadelphia Watercolor Society. She’s always hap-
py to see her “leaning tower” used on class mail-
ings, originally designed for our ’49 yearbook cover.

The CACO Mid-Winter Meeting in Philadelphia
was attended by our class president, Jack Gilbert;
Jack’s wife and our VP, Inger (Molmen); and re-
union co-chair Ken Murray. At the last minute, re-
union co-chair Doris Kershaw Guba had to cancel
due to sickness. Our three stalwart representatives
attended reunion lectures and other classes. They
will return next year . . . and then in the follow-
ing June—guess what? Our 60th Reunion! Oh my!

Next edition we will have a special article
written by Vincent R. “Vin” Rogers that all you
musicians and lovers of jazz will especially en-
joy! Stay tuned. Mary Heisler Allison, 1812
Puerto Bello Dr., The Villages, FL 32159; tel.,
(352) 259-0203.

c

50 Jay Johnson, MS ’56 (johnson@
maine.edu) made not one but
two trips to Europe last year.

First, in March, he took his granddaughters to Swe-
den to watch their mother, his daughter-in-law,
compete in the 90km Vasaloppet cross-country
ski race. Then, in August, Jay himself was the
athletic one. With a group of friends, he bicycled
220 miles, mostly through Switzerland. Jay was
director of computing and data processing serv-
ices and professor of mechanical engineering at
the U. of Maine, Orono. Mari Lund Wright (Oslo,
Norway; mawright@frisurf.no) celebrated her 80th
birthday with two weeks at Puerto de la Cruz on
Tenerife in the Canary Islands with friends and
with her daughters Siri and Astri Wright ’78, PhD
’91, and granddaughters. Mari taught English and
history at a European-style “gymnasium.”

A goodly number of our group is still gain-
fully employed. Alan Towbin, who earned an MA

and PhD from Yale, is a psychologist in Bethany,
CT. Architect Bill Morris, BArch ’53 (Shaker
Heights, OH) reports, “I spend 20 hours a week
doing design of buildings. I farm out all the oth-
er drawings. I also tutor first-grade reading at a
charter school in Cleveland one morning a week.”
Over the years, Bill has won 12 design awards
from the Ohio chapter of the American Inst. of
Architects. Joe Dwyer, JD ’52 (Olean; joedwyer@
roadrunner.com) writes that he is “still doing trial
law at my law firm, Dwyer, Black and Lyle.”

Art Snyder, MBA ’52 (Bernardsville, NJ;
ambest.com) is president and chairman of the
board of A. M. Best Co., which rates the financial
strength of insurance companies. The Best Co.
publishes BestWeek newsletter, Best’s Review
magazine, and BestWire on-line service. Dietitian
Dorothy Bauer Deering, MS ’70 (Garden Grove, CA)
consults in assisted-living facilities. Arlene LeBeau
Branch (Saranac Lake), another dietitian, works for
the NYS Dept. of Correctional Services, visiting 20
correctional institutions a month as a liaison be-
tween nutrition services, health services, and the
administration. Ed Kinne, MS ’55 (Pittsburgh, PA;
e.kinne@comcast.net) does consulting work for
the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE). Ed was
a marketing representative for US Steel Corp. and
then was exposition manager for SAE.

Marilyn Manley Smith (Sarasota, FL) has vol-
unteered as a guardian ad litem for the 12th Ju-
dicial Circuit Court in Sarasota, Manatee, and De
Soto counties ever since she retired as a home eco-
nomics teacher 13 years ago. This means, she ex-
plains, that she represents the interests of children
who are victims of abuse or neglect. Marilyn talks
with their parents or guardians, makes home vis-
its, and submits written recommendations to the
court. Marilyn herself raised four sons and a daugh-
ter. Trude Kanaley Yaxis (Scottsville; dyaxis@
rochester.rr.com) volunteers on the Consumer Hot
Line for Cornell Cooperative Extension. Trude raised
two sons and a daughter and taught intermediate
grades in the Rochester School District for 20 years.
Jim Preston, EdD ’68 (Hector; jcp24@cornell.edu)

‘Humans alone are capable of being
guardians for global sustainability.’E-An Zen ’51

51 When a correspondent runs out of
news items, what to do? An option
to letter-writing and phone calls is

to see what Google knows. All but three of the
items in this month’s column came from an
Internet search.

Margaret “Pepper” Dutcher Fluke, Durham,
NC, writes: “Don and I are still living in the home
we designed and built in 1961. My studio (two
wheels and three kilns) fills the basement, an
outside attached studio, and a cover for the kilns.
I’m still taking pottery classes, attending work-
shops, and selling at local shows. My big push is
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to photo and catalogue my vast pottery collec-
tion and equally huge art, art history, pottery,
pre-Columbian African, etc., library. 2007 began
a concentration working with porcelain clay.”

The Cornell freshman men and women crews
go to Princeton every fall to participate against
numerous other Northeastern crews. For most, it
is their first intercollegiate experience. Before the
Cornell bus starts its return to Ithaca, Steve
Rounds, Princeton Jct., climbs aboard and dis-
tributes the words to the Cornell Alma Mater and

the Cornell Crew Song. They read through the
words together, then sing slowly together, fol-
lowed by a stirring recording of both songs by
the Cornell Glee Club at top volume. It has be-
come an annual tradition.

One lead was a page from Cleveland Ohio’s
Sun News with a photo of Donald K. Vander-
brook, florist in Cleveland Heights, who decorat-
ed the Cleveland Playhouse’s 24-foot Christmas
tree last Thanksgiving with 650 gingerbread
cookies, more than 500 lights, and a string of
popcorn kernels. Dan said he did the math and
there are more than 11,000 kernels. “I love go-
ing back to when we did this sort of thing,” he
said. In 2004 it was a benefit for St. Vincent
Charity Hospital’s Emergency Department titled
Come With Us to Another Place. The Place was
not to be identified until the opening. All the
benefit coordinator would say was, “D. K. Van-
derbrook is helping us to create a wonderful,
magical theme this year.”

E-An Zen was born in Beijing, China, and
came to the US in 1946. He received his PhD from
Harvard in 1955, and became a citizen in 1963.
He worked at Woods Hole Oceanographic Institu-
tion and was a visiting assistant professor at the
U. of North Carolina, and was also with the US
Geological Survey. Since 1990 he has been adjunct
professor at the U. of Maryland. E-An has served
as president of the Geological Society of America,
the Mineralogical Society of America, and the Geo-
logical Society of Washington. He has received the
Arthur L. Day Medal (Geological Society of Amer-
ica), the Roebling Medal (Mineralogical Society of
America), the John Coke Medal (Geological Soci-
ety of London), the Distinguished Service Medal
(US Dept. of the Interior), and the Thomas Jeffer-
son Medal (Virginia Museum of Natural History).

E-An recently wrote: “In the end, whether we
can attain equitable sustainability depends on the
aggregate effects of individual choices. Institutions
can provide incentives and even role models, but
every one of us must make his/her own decisions.
Certain choices may require us to give up things,
or even some of our dreams, for the good of ‘oth-
ers’ which include those without voices and those
yet unborn. A suggestive metaphor is the choice
that would face you in an overcrowded lifeboat
(the Titanic; the ecosystem). If taking on one more
passenger would swamp the boat, do those already
aboard have a right to fend off newcomers? Awful
though such choices appear, we in fact face them
daily. How we live and how we act affect species

extinction, environmental quality, and local and
national attitudes toward immigrants and refugees.
The scale and complexity of real societies may help
to buffer our individual impact, yet among all the
living species, humans alone are capable of being
guardians for global sustainability buttressed by
justice. We must act because we alone can choose
to make a difference.”

In 2003, Elton Bailey granted a conservation
easement on his 401-acre Silver Ledge Farm lo-
cated at the intersection of the Taconic Parkway

and I-84 to Dutchess County and the Dutchess
Land Conservancy. He said, “All my life I have
watched the encroaching suburban sprawl with
dread. I wondered if I could do anything to pre-
serve my beautiful property permanently as open
farmland. At the current rate, all the open space
in East Fishkill will soon be lost to development.
I hope conservation easements will be the answer
to the problem.” Betty Fujii Hirozawa, an ILR
graduate, is on the Honor Roll of ILR donors, a
lifetime member of the Japanese-American Soci-
ety of Hawaii, and a member of the Alexis de
Tocqueville Society of the Aloha United Way. She
contributes to a variety of other Hawaiian char-
ities. Gerald and Lucy Kinne have moved from
Setauket, NY, to Westminster-Canterbury of the
Blue Ridge, overlooking Charlottesville, VA. Please
send your news to: Brad Bond, 101 Hillside
Way, Marietta, OH 45750; tel. (740) 374-6715;
e-mail, bbond101@suddenlink.net.

c

The March item on Luis Montero-Pinellas
brought a letter from Richard Smith of Moore, SC.
Dick retired from Mesta Machine in Pittsburgh
when the company went bust. Since then he has
led a busy life. Now, he reports, illness and replace-
ment parts “have slowed me down, but not stopped
me,” as witness his and Bette’s attendance at
reunions, homecomings, cruises, and vacations.

Miguel and Barbi Brothers Abizaid ’53
(miguelabizaid@usa.net) are in Broomfield, CO.
Miguel’s day job is to “follow up family’s affairs”;
after hours, it is “foreign exchange.” Recently?
“Barbi and I take care of each other.” Richard ’51
and Nancy Harrington Booth write from Brooklyn,
CT. Nancy is retired, “mostly home trying to keep
up with the animals (care and feeding of 21 cats)
and also hobbies—photos and making model
planes.” A Red Sox fan, she keeps up with news
and movies on TV. A recent exciting event was
the marriage of her younger daughter in Maine.
Lee Wilson Schmoll (eeschmoll@verizon.net)
stays busy in Tampa, FL, where she volunteers at
church, is “membership chairman of the Tampa
Women’s Club, and is pretty active in garden club
and the homeowners association.” She was on
her way to a cruise to the Bahamas and St.
Thomas with a group called “Friends.” She is a
member of the Centre Club and, most intriguingly,
Krewe of Venus.

Cynthia Baldwin Dutton, York Beach, ME, has
been retired since 1994 from the Dept. of Medicine
at Albany Medical College, but she hasn’t slowed
down. “I’m rowing my boat, playing bridge, writing
essays (some published) and memoirs, volunteer
fundraising for the town library, spending time with
friends, and reading,” and says she would just as
soon be doing that. Chad and Alison Bliss Graham
(abcgraham@comcast.net) are still in Wynnewood,
PA. Alison writes, “Chad is still helping with lab
courses at Penn’s College of Materials Science and
Engineering, where he is an emeritus professor. We
are both very involved with local civic activities and
redevelopment of our town of Ardmore.” The Gra-
hams have had lots of travel out West to see fam-
ily, as well as cruises to South America and plans
for one to South Africa in January. Alison closed
with, “We thoroughly enjoyed our 55th Reunion.”

Nora Walden Engel is a retired attorney. She
has recently moved from Rockville, MD, to Ded-
ham, MA. Judith Rosenberg Bernstein, MD ’54,
Albuquerque, NM, has been on the road and pre-
sumably in the air with travels to Madagascar,
Peru, Guatemala, Honduras, Paris, and Berne.
Steve Michelman, NYC (stephenmichelman@mac.
com) is a retired lawyer and actor who just com-
pleted a five-year stint coordinating “Stories with
Soul,” a highly successful short story reading and
discussion group at All Souls Unitarian Church.
Steve sang with the Dessoff Choirs for many years.
As its president for six, he raised its endowment.
His current proposal to raise it to $45 million is
awaiting board approval. He and wife Margaret
are in the process of selling their Chelsea town-
house, but hope to stay in the neighborhood.
They enjoyed reunion; Steve especially enjoyed
singing with the Glee Club again.

A note to magazine readers: An alumni policy
has come down in favor of privacy, which means
that online access to the Class Notes at the Cornell
Alumni Magazine website will be restricted to sub-
scribers only, who will need to register at the site.
To sign up for a user ID and password, just follow
the instructions at cornellalumnimagazine.com. All
other features of the newly expanded magazine
website, including links to university publications

‘We continue to keep our fluids up
with our own home brew.’Jim Hudson ’53

52 Happily, it still happens. An
issue or so ago, we announced
a first grandchild for Jim and

Jewelle Gibbs. On April 1, Al and Rosalyn Roth
Treger ’54, Pittsburgh, PA, welcomed Elissa Rose,
their first grandchild.

Sadly, the April 6 New York Times announced
the death of Robert Anderson. Although Bob
had been unwell for some time, his death was a
loss to his widow Lois, his immediate family, and
his brother- and sister-in-law Peter ’53, JD ’57,
and Jean Thompson Cooper. A clip from the
Ithaca Journal told of Joyce White Cima’s death
February 29, 2008, at her home in Lansing, NY.
Joyce, who worked for the university, was a
tremendous help to our class through various
reunions and class functions.

Just after my February 15 deadline, and just
before I shattered my right wrist, Jim Ling sent
me a copy of Memories and Beyond, a book by
the Class of ’52 ChemE’s who received their
degrees in 1953. Tom Weber, PhD ’63, was the
prime mover, Jim was responsible for printing
and distribution, and classmates were respon-
dents. It is a wonderful book full of pictures,
memories, up-to-date information, and then-and-
now photos. I don’t know that any other class or
group has attempted such a project. Jim and
Tom funded the book. If you would like more
information or to contribute to the effort, Jim
can be reached at lingkal@msn.com.
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and services, as well as independent blogs and
websites, are available to all. Check it out!

Finally, a big thank you to my editors. My
wrist is healing, but I’m still known as “Lefty” at
home. If this column is in shape, it is thanks to
them. Joan Boffa Gaul, 7 Colonial Place, Pitts-
burgh, PA 15232; e-mail, joangaul@mac.com.

c

to speak his mind.” Jay Ostrow (Tiburon, CA)
names Prof. Fred Kahn (“my economics advisor”),
latterly known as inflation czar and airline dereg-
ulator. For Herb Neuman, it’s Harold Tanner ’52,
“for his many accomplishments, his philanthropy,
and his loyalty to Cornell.” For great days, Neu-
man cites “my daughter’s graduation.” For Os-
trow: Cornell 20, Michigan 7, 1951.

Joan Osborne Lautenberger (Lafayette, CA),
a member of the women’s varsity hockey team in
our day, has been “hiking the gorgeous parks here
with the Berkeley Hiking Club and mostly with
Paul Popenoe, who has built an addition to my
house to be companionable.” She still has plen-
ty of time for the county health plan commission,
Planned Parenthood, the League of Women Vot-
ers, and the local Peace and Justice Center. “My
close and extended family and friends have been
great support since my mortality became more
apparent,” she adds. Anne “Nan” Reed Ruiz (Fort
Collins, CO) has no doubt about her best day Far
Above: “My first day. It began when my parents
brought me kicking and screaming as a junior-
year transfer from Connecticut College for Women.
I hadn’t wanted to transfer, but my dad (Cornell
DVM ’26) was adamant. However, at the end of
that day, I realized I was in the right place—and
I’ve never changed my mind.”

That Fab 55th will be reported at length in
the September column. The deadline for this one
is (was) before Reunion. Jim Hanchett, 300
1st Ave., Apt. 8B, NYC 10009; e-mail, jch46@
cornell.edu.

c

we have in the class, as there would appear to be
a number of us who enjoy it.

Ruth Carpenter Bailey has taken up a new
hobby: basketry. Her dad taught her a bit during
WWII, and then years later, in his 80s, he made Ad-
irondack pack baskets for his great-grandchildren.
Ruth is preparing now for her 80s. Fondest Cornell
memories . . . that iconic Cornell pulse quickener,
the Chimes, and lifelong friends. Rotary, church
work, Hilton Writers Guild, work with the Boy
Scouts, and the ecological restoration of his prop-
erty keep Robert Hellmann, MS ’57, active. No
reports on the critters he is viewing from his win-
dows. Remembering those old Kline Road barracks
brings a smile to Bob’s face. Jim Ritchey appears
to have made it through the ’07 hurricane season
intact. He has thus had the time to do regular
maintenance work on several properties, sing in
the church choir, see Greece from the land and
sea, track several grands scattered across the
country, and sit a spell. Jim, like so many of us,
enjoys the friendships forged and the knowledge
gained during his years on the Hill.

Arnold ’52 and Betty Brundage Huntress
divide their year between Michigan and Venice,
FL, finding time to be involved in community
activities in both locations. In Florida they enjoy
the very active Sarasota-Manatee Cornell Club,
which has many classmates as members, includ-
ing past co-president Lou Schaefer Dailey and
our present co-prez Rosemary Seelbinder Jung.
Both Huntresses enjoy music and the theatre as
doers and viewers. Betty Wagler Striso, our stone
wall builder, is still remodeling in Vermont, but
at a slower pace. Leaving their eastern abode for
a bit they have been sampling the powder of
Beaver Creek, CO. The privilege of being at Cor-
nell and the thrill in realizing she loved to learn
has been a lifetime gift.

Allen Hale continues to enjoy sailing and
mentioned a talk by Frank Lloyd Wright at Bailey
Hall as one of his favorite Cornell memories. I, too,
was there, sitting way down front, and that talk
started a lifelong fascination with and study of the
flamboyant architect and his oeuvre. Norman Lynn
writes of his work with ReServe in New York City.
The organization matches seniors with part-time
work and pays them a stipend. Their website will
lead you to a New York Times article and a picture
of Norm. His work involves visiting construction
sites and reporting progress to Common Ground,
a group that builds low-cost housing.

Many of you fill in the last line of your News
Forms with the names of people you would love
to contact. I then locate them, if possible, and
e-mail you. However, you too can look up Cornell
graduates via the online Alumni Directory at
https://directory.alumni.cornell.edu. A great way
to make contact before reunion. Given that our
55th is now eleven months away, you might also
wish to check in with our class website, http://
classof54.alumn.cornell.edu. Leslie Papenfus
Reed, 500 Wolfe St., Alexandria, VA 22314; e-mail,
ljreed@speakeasy.net.
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53 How do you follow a Fab 55th
Reunion? How about a Home-
coming visit from Yale on Sep-

tember 27? We’ll be celebrating it in the
traditional style, including block seating and din-
ing with friends from other classes. Stay tuned.

Global circumnavigator Bob Ashton (New
York, NY) is “recovering” from his epic ten-year
voyage around the world (there were stops along
the way). He’s been training to be a guide at the
American Museum of Natural History. There is still
travel and “sailing when invited,” says he. Old
Daily Sun hand Bob Cooper reports “several med-
ical adventures” in the past year. “But I’m fine
now.” Bob and wife Alice, like many others, are
downsizing and moving. Not many others, like Bob
and Alice, are settling down in Brooklyn after half
a lifetime in Jerusalem. After spending the aca-
demic year 1968-69 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, they
found themselves in Jerusalem, where Bob was be-
ginning a two-year research program. They hadn’t
seen that as a permanent move, but as that two-
year stay lengthened, they gradually realized that
Jerusalem was in fact their home. In recent years,
they’ve shuttled between Israel and the US, but
the time came to choose one, so a painful deci-
sion was made. “If we have to live in one coun-
try, it must be America, since this is where our
children and their families live,” says Bob.

Arnold Goldman (Rochester, NY), co-author
of Business Law: Principles & Practices, when last
reported had seen his text into seven editions.
It’s still flourishing. He taught a course on the
Supreme Court at the Osher Inst. of Florida Int’l
U. a while back. Dick Thaler, LLB ’56 (Lansing,
NY) submits that daughter Katrina Thaler
Medeiros is a third-generation partner in the
Thaler and Thaler law firm of Ithaca.

Onetime lacrosse goalkeeper Jim Hudson,
DVM ’60 (Newcastle, ME) allows as how “we’re get-
ting older, but continue to keep our fluids up with
our own home brew.” He maintains that the old
buddies he sees around the Quad these days “look
MUCH older than we do.” His favorite Cornellian?
“John Black, DVM ’60, a brother at Sigma Chi,
who hooked me up with his sister Pat, who has
been my wife for 45 years. John and I went
through Vet school together.” Joe Huth (Delmar,
NY) stays green with a community garden plot, a
Garden Club Memorial garden, and yet another at
church when the upstate New York climate permits.
He and spouse Barbara Reed Meffert-Huth ’54,
flee south from the cold weather. But sometimes
it’s awaiting them when they return home.

Anita Sargent Leonard (Old Town, ME) tapered
on to Reunion ’08 with the 55th of West Point ’52
last year with husband Ralph. She says her best
day at Cornell was graduation. She has warm re-
gards for our reunions, particularly “singing around
the piano at the dorm with many wonderful
’53ers.” Anne “Nikki” Schwartz Kirsch concurs. She
calls such singing the best part of reunions and
casts resounding votes for government professors
Clinton Rossiter ’39 and Mario Einaudi as Cornell’s
finest. “Hans Bethe,” says Sheldon Sorokoff
(Hastings on Hudson, NY). “He was never afraid

54 I had dinner with Clay and
Karen Miller at the new Book-
binders awhile back as they

were passing through Old Town, which they used to
call home, living just around the corner from me. I
told Clay that Bill Ebel would love to hear from
him, so trust the connection was made. Clay and
Karen are ensconced in Kansas City amid a couple
of generations of offspring, but do miss the bustle
of our nation’s capital. Stanley Sigel is a perma-
nent substitute teacher at Braintree (MA) High
School. When not at his day job he is working on
weight reduction via hypnosis, and enjoys boating,
sailing, and fishing in the warmer months, replac-
ing those with squash and skiing in the winter. He
is also running a CERT (Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team) program whereby adults learn how
to protect themselves, family, and community in
the event of a major disaster or emergency. He sees
no reason to change a thing in his life. Our peri-
patetic class treasurer Bert Rosen took five weeks
off from his schedule of opera, theatre, films, and
scientific meetings to discover Alaska once more
and, if memory serves, to feast on salmon.

Linda Stagg Long is truly enjoying life. She
lives in picturesque Carmel, CA, and has three great
offspring who have given her three grands; a great-
grand arrived last December. Willard Schrag, our
only nonagenarian, to the best of my knowledge,
leads a restful life in Moundridge, KS, doing “prac-
tically nothing,” according to his note. He has,
however, penned over 150 poems titled “Reflec-
tions on the Psalms.” Joanne Wilson Wietgrefe
says she is having a wonderful, productive retire-
ment. Church work, faithful attendance at Lynah
Rink, volunteering at Cornell Plantations, and the
YMCA fill in hours when she is not quilting or writ-
ing articles for American Quilter. Joanne looks back
fondly on the many hours spent rehearsing in Sage
Chapel. I would love to know how many quilters

55 A recent note from Marcus Rei-
denberg informs us that he’s still
working full-time on the faculty

of Weill Cornell Medical College. Marcus was
elected chairman of the World Health Organization
Expert Committee on the selection and use of
essential medicines, and chaired a special meet-
ing on the topic of essential medicines for infants
and children at WHO headquarters in Geneva,
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Switzerland, last October. He also chaired a work-
shop there to discuss research needs for improv-
ing the availability of medicines for these young
patients, and suggesting a priority ranking for
their research needs. Mike Avery, an ex-realtor,
says his wife won’t let him retire, so he’s seriously
considering opening a wine store north of Char-
lottesville, VA, where their daughter lives. After
living in Columbia, MD, for 12 years, the Averys
will be moving to a 55-plus development in Ruck-
ersville, VA. Their present town home was to have
been auctioned in May. Mike says they “looked at
all the options, and felt this was the most expe-
ditious and economic way, rather than the tradi-
tional real estate listing.” Hope all went well!

One evening last January, Joan Fellerman
Hartz went to the Cornell Club-New York to hear a
fascinating talk by Barbara Gavin Fauntleroy. Bar-
bara spoke about her recent book, The General and
His Daughter, published by Fordham U. Press. Bar-
bara’s father was General James M. Gavin, who com-
manded US troops during WWII and wrote Barbara
more than 200 letters during the course of the war.
She compiled the general’s letters and fleshed them
out with explanatory notes and photographs of him
and of herself during her young years. Barbara’s
husband Clancy ’54 handled the accompanying
slide show, “and they coordinated beautifully,”
Joan says. Afterwards, the group had dinner at the
club “and continued to learn about a very special
man and his most fortunate daughter.”

Remember last year when you received a
copy of The Pick-Up, which had been selected for
the New Student Reading Project? This year’s
choice is Lincoln at Gettysburg: The Words That
Remade a Nation by Garry Wills, particularly ap-
propriate since next year is the 200th anniver-
sary of Lincoln’s birth. The class will be sending
out your copy this summer.

Phil Harvey attended the “Easterns” with
1955 wrestling captain Rex Boda and watched
the Cornell wrestlers edge Penn 135.5 to 135 for
the team title, then traveled to St. Louis to join
about 150 Big Red fans for the NCAA tournament,
where Cornell’s Jordan Leen ’09 won the nation-
al title. Three other Cornellians were named All-
Americans. By the way, Phil and Janet Scanlan
Lawrence find themselves classmates once again,
studying WWI history at the U. of Delaware’s
Academy of Lifelong Learning.

Fred Antil sent along further news on win-
ter sports: “Both the men’s and women’s basket-
ball teams had outstanding seasons, each
winning the Ivy League and setting many firsts.
The men’s and women’s Ivy League Players of the
Year were Cornellians, and since both have more
years to play, Cornell should have a bright bas-
ketball future. As undergraduates, we were there
when Cornell men won the championship in 1954,
and later, as a university employee, I saw them
win the championship in 1988. We can all be
happy that the time between championships has
shrunk a little. Those earlier wins came in Barton
Hall, but now Newman Arena is the venue, where
student fans (dubbed the Newman Nation) rival
the student hockey fans in their raucous support
and their verbal abuse of the visiting teams. In
April, both teams were honored by Ithaca’s may-
or and fans at the Ithaca’s Farmers Market. It’s a
nice time to be a Cornell basketball fan.”

Dave Schmidt caught us up with news of his
recent trip to mainland China. In Beijing they
didn’t see the sun for four days, he says, because
of the smog. They climbed the Great Wall, saw the
Olympic venues being built, and attended the

Peking Opera. “Next stop was Xian to see the ter-
ra cotta warriors, then on to Guilin and the
Haystack Mountains, Shanghai, and finally Zhuji-
ajiao, China’s small ‘Venice’—complete with gon-
dolas.” In June, Dave and the rest of the Cayuga’s
Waiters of the ’50s were on campus for reunion.

Speaking of which, our 55th will be rolling
around pretty soon: June 10-13, 2010. Reunion co-
chairs Joan Weisberg Belden and Mike Avery hope
you’ll work around these dates as you plan future
trips, cruises, and family get-togethers. Bill Doer-
ler and Elizabeth “Hilly” McCann Dearden have
been named Affinity Co-Chairs, in charge of lining
up volunteers who’ll contact friends to remind them
to come to reunion. No fundraising is involved, just
calling old Cornell pals from your club, sports team,
fraternity, sorority, honorary, or activity. The per-
sonal touch is what gets people to come! If you
can lend a hand, e-mail Bill at psdwkd@aol.com.
Joan and Bob were thrilled to learn that Ken Ma-
son, JD ’60, and his wife are moving north to Fear-
rington, NC, where the Beldens relocated several
years ago. Joan says she’s planning to round up
Ken for the reunion team. The Beldens enjoyed a
visit from Bob ’54 and Mary Ann Meyer Adams re-
cently. Mary Ann has also agreed to help with con-
tacting and encouraging classmates to return for
our big bash in 2010. You can e-mail Joan at jw
belden886@earthlink.net or Mike at avery5109@
comcast.net if you’d like to get involved with re-
union planning. Thanks! Nancy Savage Petrie,
nancypetrie@optonline.net. Class website, http://
classof55.alumni.cornell.edu.
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nice husband Steve, who is not a Cornellian, but
is donating his collection of letters and historical
documents to the university. She recently went to
a luncheon for her sorority, Alpha Epsilon Phi, at
the Cornell Club-New York and was on a Cornell
trip to Canada this past summer. She was happy
to have her whole family together for Thanksgiv-
ing in Manhasset, NY.

We just returned from a wonderful trip to China
in March. Gail and I could not believe the con-
struction and activity in that country. Believe it or
not, we had mostly blue skies, unlimited visibility,
and spring temperatures. Climbing the Great Wall
and being able to see for as far as the eye would
take you was phenomenal luck. It is a cultural
experience that I would recommend to anyone. By
the way, our daughter Susan ’85 was married last
April 26 to Scott Fulmer. Susan is the executive edi-
tor of Allure magazine and lives in New York City.

Greetings came from Kathleen Blair, widow of
Ed, from Springfield, VT. Susanne Kalter DeWitt
of Berkeley, CA, is chairman of the Israel Action
Committee of the East Bay, as well as on the
board of the Hadassah Berkeley Chapter. Her
most recent trip was to Alaska, and her favorite
thing is folk dancing. Vera Johnson Winter Lee
lives in San Francisco and has been retired since
1994. She sings with the San Francisco Choral
Society and her church choir. She also ushers for
the San Francisco Ballet and Opera.

Bob and Diana Motycka Day write that Bob
and his Cornell Club teammates won Washington’s
Annual Dragon Boat Festival last May. He was also
the symposium coordinator on Capitol Hill for
China and Chinese area studies at Cornell. They
have traveled a lot to see their family members
and vicariously enjoyed their granddaughter Lea’s
three-week trip to China with her college class.

Stephen Kittenplan, 1165 Park Ave., New
York, NY 10128; e-mail, catplan@aol.com.
c

56 I’m writing this column a day
after the passing of one of our
most important Cornellians, Ste-

phen Weiss ’57. He was the brother of Barbara
Lang Stern and the brother-in-law of her husband
and our class president Ernie Stern. Steve’s accom-
plishments and his contributions to Cornell are well
known and documented. What many did not know
were the kindnesses that he had for his friends.

Many years ago when I suffered my heart
attack in Ithaca, it was Steve who kept calling
me every day to make sure that I did the right
things, of which he knew very well. When I
entered Wall Street, there he was again, giving
me tips he had learned over the years and which
led him to great success. Steve was a wonderful
person with an unbelievable personality and style.
We send our condolences to Ernie and Barbara
and to the whole Weiss family.

Tunisia is a great vacation destination for
fascinating history, archeology, art, beaches, and
warm people, reports Naomi Spatz and her play-
wright, ex-doc husband Steven Somkin. They spent
two weeks in March traveling around Tunisia with
an archeologist, visiting Roman sites, famous
towns like Carthage and Utica, and other places.
Steven is writing about the trip so that those who
are interested can contact him. Naomi and Steven
now summer in the Berkshires and are members
of an active Cornell group, all of whom will be
invited to a One Act Play Festival that they are
producing in Pittsfield, MA, in July. For informa-
tion on Tunisia and the Play Festival, contact
Naomi at nspatz1@nyc.rr.com.

James Yates (Lemoyne, PA) is still practicing
plastic and cosmetic surgery in Camp Hill, as he
has been for 40 years. He is president of the local
Boro Council, as well as the police and fire com-
missioner. He loves Cornell and makes many trips
to Ithaca. Gail Gifford Rudin is very proud of her

57 In talking with Stu MacKay at
reunion last year, he mentioned
that he would be in Louisville in

March ’08 to attend the largest truck show in the
US, and asked if I would like to walk the show with
him and his associates. Absolutely. We established
contact and agreed that we would meet on the
appointed date. Unfortunately, I was coming off
some surgery (I had so much fun that they let me
stay in the hospital an extra week) and not in
shape to walk the show. After graduating from Tuck
School of Business in Hanover, NH, Stu worked for
Cummins Engine until 1968, when he founded
MacKay & Co., a consulting and marketing firm that
focuses on assisting clients in the trucking indus-
try with evaluating opportunities and building
strategies. Tangentially, he has amassed an exten-
sive collection consisting of thousands of scaled
trucks and other vehicles, all of which are on dis-
play in the lobby and hallways of his company in
Lombard, IL. He sends his customers and friends
a scale model of a vintage truck each year, and I’m
told I will be in the latter category this year—
and have a rain check for next year’s truck show.

Also involved with a business school (Regents
professor at the J. Mack Robinson College of Busi-
ness in Atlanta, GA) is Eph McLean, who chairs the
Information Systems department. After earning his
MBA and doctorate from MIT, Eph has authored a
number of books, serves on several national com-
mittees concerning the management of informa-
tion systems, has been a visiting professor at
universities in Australia, the Netherlands, Spain,
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and Egypt, and was the 2007 recipient of the Leo
Award, for “having made exceptional global con-
tributions in the field of Information Systems.”
His other accomplishments and honors are
numerous and impressive.

Michael Daly, MEd ’59, has recorded two more
albums in his wonderful tenor voice, one of spiri-
tual hymns and the other of his favorite Christmas
songs. He recorded “The Rose of Tralee” with the
men’s Glee Club in 1957, and that is the basis of
his album of 17 songs (62 minutes) of “Irish Joy”
(www.MichaelDalytenor.com). Walter Curtice, PhD
’62, who runs his own company on Cape Cod and
Martha’s Vineyard, also is involved in teaching and
research—in the doctoral program at Lehigh. He
is heavily involved in sailing, too, having recently
competed in the World Sunfish Regatta.

As I write this, I have just received a call
from Tony Cashen, MBA ’58, informing me of the
passing of Steve Weiss. He was a friend to all of
us and represented our class with great distinc-
tion. Steve and I met in our freshman year, were
both Political Science majors, sat next to each
other for four years, and maintained our friend-
ship over the next 51 years. I will remember
many things about him, with one of the foremost
being that whenever he spoke to a Cornell group
(having served for 24 years on the Board of
Trustees and eight years as its chairman), he
always mentioned to the audience that he was
proud to be a member of the Class of ’57. 
John Seiler, suitcase2@aol.com.
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also finds time to sing with the U. of Kentucky
Donovan Chorus, as well as enjoy visits with her
granddaughter. After our reunion in June, Jan Nel-
son Cole took off for China and Mongolia, where
she had a chance to see the Naadam Festival in
Ulaanbaatar and sleep in a yurt on the Gobi Desert.

Charlie ’56 and Connie Kelly Fletcher cele-
brated their 50th wedding anniversary in 2007
with a two-week self-drive tour of Portugal. Con-
nie continues teaching piano and volunteering for
Home First, an organization that helps the home-
less in Union County, NJ. Also celebrating 50
years of marriage last year were Dick ’56 and
Barbara “Bobbie” Redden Leamer, with a sur-
prise buffet put on by their kids and grandkids at
their summer home in Saranac Lake. Bob ’56 and

Marilyn Hester Ridgley celebrated their anniver-
sary in Santa Fe, NM, with most of the attendants
from their 1957 wedding joining in the festivities.

This move to Sun City near Hilton Head, SC,
has given me a chance to see friends and class-
mates as they pass through on their way to other
destinations or stay a while in their winter “digs”
in the area. I played golf with Betty Ann Rice
Keane (whose oldest grandson is now at Cornell)
and Betty Starr King, lunched with Marcia
Wishengrad Metzger, JD ’60, spent a leisurely
afternoon by a hotel pool with Gil ’55 and Bar-
bara Haglund Schlerf, and saw Joe ’56, MBA ’58,
and Sue DeRosay Henninger at their timeshare
in the spring. Bob, MBA ’59, and Sandy Shepard
Armstrong ’55 rented a house in Sun City for the
winter and attended some of the Cornell monthly
luncheons in Hilton Head. Also living half of the
year in Sun City are Clayton and Kerstin Chap-
man. Clayton was host to a crew reunion in
April, and class president “emeritus” Bob Watts
and wife Linda joined them. Before heading off
to Florida the Wattses stopped by for an after-
noon visit. Judith Reusswig, 19 Seburn Dr.,
Bluffton, SC 29909; e-mail, JCReuss@aol.com.
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Al survived the extreme dryness of the Sahara, the
heat and high humidity of the western countries,
and the loss of his wallet. He avoided the rebels
in Chad, suffered continuing breakdowns of his
four-wheel drive vehicles, and at last report (#8),
he continues on his way with another of his
major life experiences.

Mary Moragne Cooke and husband Samuel
’59 write from Hawaii, where Mary is VP of Manoa
Heritage Center, the foundation that she and Sam
established 12 years ago “to preserve and share
our historic property in Manoa Valley.” Their
home, Kuali’i, built by Sam’s predecessors in 1911,
has long been a valley landmark and is now on
the National Historic Register (manoaheritage
center.org.) From her time at Cornell, Mary most

remembers autumn leaves and throwing snowballs
for the first time. She hopes to hear from her DG
sorority sisters and will see some of them when
she and Sam come to Reunion.

Another Hawaiian is Kenneth B.C. Chun
(kbcchun@hawaiiantel.net) who, although retired,
says he continues to “study” (what, he didn’t say)
and “surf, swim, do home repair, and travel.” Yet
another islander has popped up: Jean Kelley
Rolles, VP of community relations with Outrigger
Enterprises Inc., living in Honolulu. Jean writes of
her fabulous time at the summer CAU program in
past years and heartily recommends it for her class-
mates to enjoy. Hopefully we’ll have seen these
distant ‘mates by the time you read this column.

Bob Mayer continues financial consulting with
Wachovia Securities, but finds time for “lots of golf,
gardening, bridge, and community work.” He’d like
to hear from old friends. Cynthia Rau Sears says
she most fondly remembers “the social life and
some of the architects of the class.” We trust that
she and husband Raymond will be at reunion to
pick up on those fond remembrances. Brad Corbitt
should be there, with his wife Nancy (Horgen) ’74,
taking a break, although retired, from sailing his
charter sailboat on Cayuga Lake. The Corbitts still
enjoy their life in the Florida Keys during winter
months. Don Alpaugh lives on Pawleys Island, SC,
and has retired from his commission for importing
metals for resale to US companies. He represented
Cornell in full carnelian and white regalia at the
inauguration of the new president of Coastal Car-
olina U., with his colors “standing out among 60
other schools present.” Don and his wife Joan travel
a good bit in the US and around the world when
not enjoying local activities on Pawleys Island.

Frank Russell, MBA ’60, presents programs to
libraries and service clubs on John Philip Sousa’s
band when he’s not working 50-hour weeks as a
volunteer ambulance medic, now that he’s retired
as an administrative law judge in upstate New York.
Frank’s timing was off for reunion, unfortunately, in
that he and Cynthia were to be traveling to Alaska
then. Word from Howard Abel is that he’s retired
from the practice of hematology and medical
oncology after 37 years in Fort Lauderdale, FL. He’s

Do you remember how many of our class-
mates left us in September 1955 to attend Cor-
nell’s New York Hospital School of Nursing? Char-
ity Howland McCormick, BS Nurs ’58, sent along
the information that there were 14 of them, and
ten graduated with their BS in Nursing in 1958.
Although the group is officially designated Class
of ’58, many of them still maintain ties to ’57.
Among those who celebrated their 50th Reunion
in NYC at the Weill Cornell Medical Center in April
were Hester Young Kenneth, Carmen Lovre Ryan,
Janice Littell, Nora Daldy Schumacher, Johanne
Hahn Hagar, Carolyn Taksen Friedlander, Judy
Noyce Jones, and Charity—all BS Nurs ’58.

There was celebration in Carol Gehrke Town-
send’s household last February when the Oscars
were handed out. No, Carol didn’t win one for her
beautiful garden. It was her son Scott who earned
his for Special Effects in the movie Golden Com-
pass. Scott has been in the business for quite a
while and his credits include the films Babe,
Shazam, A Night at the Museum, and others. Carol
enjoyed a trip to Scotland in May for a garden tour.

John ’56 and Bert Grunert DeVries traveled
to Sicily last fall, and in November Bert made her
third trip to India to participate in tiger sightings.
As principal travel planner for the Philadelphia
Zoo’s trips and travel program, she gets to enjoy
a number of locations around the world. Scott and
Phillis Ferguson Watterworth participate in home
exchanges, and last fall they spent a month in
Wales and hiked in Yorkshire. This past winter they
left their Mill Valley, CA, home for three months of
skiing at Whitefish, MT, and with great snow this
year they were on the slopes almost every day.
Linda Wellman Stansfield’s pursuits include gar-
dening, walking, and watercolor painting. She is
presently chairing the AAUW Artists’ Studio, as
well as traveling to London for theater week.

For 31 years Barbara Kaufman Smith has been
narrating talking books for the blind and physically
handicapped at the Kentucky State Library. She

‘Stu MacKay sends his customers
and friends a scale model of a 
vintage truck each year.’ John Seiler ’57

58 This column cannot cover reun-
ion because it’s written in April,
but the next issue will have a

review of our 50th. We have plenty of individual
news items, however, thanks to your mailings, so
we’ll cover some of them and then look for
updates from many one-on-one contacts in June.
On to the news.

First, because it’s happening as we write,
we’ve been getting e-mail reports from Al Podell
covering his adventurous and, at times, danger-
ous journey completing visits to all the countries
of northern and western Africa. He’s seeing much
that is depressing, he writes, of countries that had
been developing in the recent past but now are
returning to their former Third World conditions—
with much turmoil and strife, much waste of inter-
national funding, he thinks, and not showing the
improvements that he might have hoped to see.
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now playing tennis regularly and, with wife Grace,
golfs and spends more time at their second home
on Hilton Head Island. Robin Bielski Kadar, writ-
ing from Jupiter, FL, would like to hear from Martha
Pennell and Judy Saari McCrone ’57. Robin says
she enjoys her local zoos, but would rather be look-
ing at the animals in Africa (no doubt under con-
ditions better than those of classmate Al, above).

We have some ‘mates whose names haven’t
been here in a long time. Our first is Taina Allo-
nen Kaarla, who writes from Espoo, Finland. Now
that she is retired, most of her time is spent as
companion and helpmate for her ill spouse, Juha,
and walking in fields and forests around her home.
Taina also studies wildflowers and enjoys summers
in her native land, most fondly remembering her
friends and cohorts from Cornell. She would most
like to hear from Madeleine Sugimoto. Sculptor
Michael Newman (mnewmanstudio@aol.com)
hails from Winston-Salem, NC, when he’s not at
his other home/studio in Charleston, SC. Michael
is a retired architect, but still puts in time at the
College of Charleston’s School of the Arts Council
and on the Tri-State Sculptors Board. He’d like to
hear from anyone in his architecture class.

Still a practicing neurologist in the Rockies,
Gerald Moress (dgmoress@cox.net) pilots and
cross-country skiis when he can; he fondly recalls
ice skating on Beebe Lake years ago. Marjorie
“Janie’ Schneider Carasik and husband Gary
Davidson are both retired and living at Kendal at
Ithaca, where they moved in early 2007. Having
sold their home in the Berkshires, Janie reports
how much they enjoy their associations with
Kendal residents. Ruth Lipson Brown and hus-
band Bennett ’57 live in Los Angeles, where Ruth
retired from clinical social work. Last fall, she was
recovering from cervical spine fusion surgery and
in rehab of upper back and right arm. The Browns
spent some of last summer sailing and hiking,
seeing historical sites in Istanbul and southwest
Turkey. Ruth’s recovery allows her to rejoin her
husband in social dancing, driving, and looking
forward to more travel—we hope to Ithaca this
past June. Last of our rarer ‘mates is Albert Ives
up in Bainbridge, NY, where he partners with his
son Alex and nephew Terry, both of the sixth gen-
eration running the family dairy farm, Greenview.
They have a good-sized herd and raise corn, oats,
hay, and soybeans. Albert vacationed in Arizona
for a while, “but then,” he writes, “right back to
the farm!” Hopefully, Albert and Judy were able
to get free for a couple days in Ithaca in June.

We end with an update from Esther Puram
Jansing, BS Nurs ’59, who, with husband William,
MD ’62, still lives in Owensboro, KY. Esther and
Bill visited Maui for the basketball invitational
tournament last December and rooted for the Ivy
rep, Princeton. Esther said they had a fun time.
Although retired from her work in education,
Esther recently completed a term on the Kentucky
Council on Postsecondary Education and the Board

of Prichard Comm. on Academic Excellence. She
now serves as a member of the River Park Per-
forming Arts Center Board and sings with the
Owensboro Symphony Chorus. She’d like to get
back into watercolor painting, “to see what I can
do,” she says (like, in her spare time?).

Cheers to all for now, hoping to have seen
many of you in June. Dick Haggard, dhaggard@
voicenet.com; Jan Arps Jarvie, jjarvie@sbcglobal.
net. Class website, http://classof58.alumni.cornell.
edu, for other news and events of the Class of ‘58.

c

Abrams, now 96 and a loyal Big Red basketball
fan. After seeing perhaps the best Cornell basket-
ball team in 40-plus years, I resolved to attend the
NCAA tournament. Cornell drew a 14th seed and
played Stanford in Anaheim. Family bragging rights
went to my son Jonah (Stanford ’93), but as a born
and bred Brooklynite I say, ‘Wait until next year!’”

While in Ithaca, Harry, Ron, Dave Dunlop, and
George Schneider had a 50th Reunion organiza-
tion meeting. Notes Harry: “The stupendous Class
of ’59 still holds the attendance record for 25th
reunions. We are DETERMINED to be the first class
to hold 25th and 50th reunion attendance records
at the same time.” Everyone should have received
a reunion magnet with the annual dues letter from
our co-presidents. Keep it visible and mark those
dates—June 4-7, 2009—in your calendar.

There was a mini-reunion of former editors of
the Cornell Daily Sun in March when Carl Leubs-
dorf presided over the annual Gridiron Club dinner
as the 119th president of Washington’s oldest jour-
nalistic organization. Besides Carl, who was asso-
ciate editor of the Sun in 1958-59, those present
for the white-tie affair included Dave Engel, that
year’s editor-in-chief, and his wife Alma, who
came all the way from Florence, Italy, and David
Simpson ’60, associate editor 1959-60, and wife
Nancy. The dinner features skits in which the jour-
nalists poke fun at themselves and political fig-
ures. The featured speakers were House Majority
Leader Steny Hoyer for the Democrats and Sen.
Kay Bailey Hutchison for the Republicans. Presi-
dent Bush, attending the last Gridiron Dinner of
his presidency, surprised the 600 guests by singing
in a slightly off-key baritone a song about his
impending return to Texas that made fun on some
of his administration’s mishaps. Carl, who has been
Washington Bureau chief of the Dallas Morning
News for the past 27 years, was joined by his wife,
Susan Page, Washington Bureau chief of USA
Today, his sons Ben (a senior at Brown), Will (a
sophomore at Hamilton), and Carl Jr., four step-
children, his brother, and assorted spouses.

Last summer Paula Millenthal Cantor had the
pleasure of taking her granddaughter Madeleine
to visit Cornell. “Whether or not she attends, the
experience of seeing the university with her and
showing her the campus—and reliving my four
years there—was priceless! We stayed at the
Statler, where I had stayed with my parents when
they took me to see Cornell 53 years earlier. I
remember hearing the Cornell chimes . . . and I
was hooked. As Madeleine and I trudged the hills,
visited all my old haunts, sat in on the informa-
tion session, saw all that Cornell still has to offer,
and heard those chimes again, I was hooked all
over again! I am now looking forward to attend-
ing our 50th Reunion.” Jenny Tesar, 97A
Chestnut Hill Village, Bethel, CT 06801; tel., (203)
792-8237; e-mail, jet24@cornell.edu.

c

59 Peter and Carol Horowitz Schul-
hof, MEd ’61, spent last October
in China. A major objective of

their trip was to visit scenes from Peter’s childhood.
Peter and his parents arrived in Shanghai from
Prague in 1940. Nine months after their arrival they
moved to Tientsin (now Tienjin) when his father
took a job with a Swiss firm that was able to work
throughout the war. The Japanese occupied all of
Tientsin in 1941, after Pearl Harbor, but Peter and
his family were not interned, as were the Amer-
icans, Dutch, and British. “We stayed in a hotel

called the Astor House, which Peter remembered,”
writes Carol. “It dates from the British occupation
and has been lovingly restored as a British Victo-
rian relic. The hotel is opposite the park where Peter
played as a little boy. Most of the park was redone,
but he remembers some parts, such as a pavilion
that is still there. We found the Tientsin Syna-
gogue, which is now owned by the Catholic Church
and is unused. We also went to the British coun-
try club. It is in great disrepair, but had been an
elegant place with swimming and tennis.” In addi-
tion to Tienjin, Peter and Carol traveled to Beidahe,
east of Tienjin on the Yellow River. Peter spent his
summers at this beach resort. “Later it became a
hangout for Communist Party big shots, and Mao
loved swimming here,” says Carol. “The beach is
still lovely, but I understand the water is polluted.”
(Peter and his family left China in 1948, moving
to NYC. Seven years later, Peter was at Cornell.)

Congratulations to Harry Petchesky, who
won a trophy at this year’s National Crossword
Puzzle Tournament, held March 1-2 at the Brook-
lyn Bridge Marriott in NYC. Harry was third of 55
entrants over age 70, and 164th of 699 overall.
“It was a great weekend!” he reports. “Jill and I
had dinner with Nelson and Susanne Joyner on
Friday night, Cornell’s men’s basketball clinched
the Ivy League Championship, and I walked over
the Brooklyn Bridge for the first time.”

The previous weekend, Harry—who was the
basketball manager while we were at Cornell—spent
the weekend in Ithaca as a guest of Ron Demer.
“The most pleasing aspect of the weekend was
experiencing the packed and enthusiastic crowds at
Newman Arena. I saw friends Rip Haley ’51, Bob
Abrams ’53, and Don Greenberg ’55, BCE ’58, PhD
’68, as well as one of my favorite professors, Meyer

60 Your class officers met in Phila-
delphia in early February to
begin planning for our 50th (!)

Reunion in 2010. Check out our class website
(http://classof60.alumni.cornell.edu) for up-to-
the-minute news about reunion plans and other
class activities. There’s also a link to our class
blog, so that you can register your insights and
opinions about reunion and relevant matters.
Many thanks to Carrie Warnow Makover, our web-
master, for her able oversight of this initiative.

Mike Marks sent word of a major change in
his life and locale. “After 38 years of living in
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‘Harry Petchesky won a trophy 
at this year’s National Crossword
Puzzle Tournament.’ Jenny Tesar ’59
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Honolulu, 23 of those years spent as senior VP, gen-
eral counsel, and corporate secretary of Alexander
& Baldwin Inc., I have sold my home on Diamond
Head and moved to Cherry Hills Village, CO. And
after 30 years on the board of directors of Hawaii
Opera Theatre, I am now also on the board of Opera
Colorado, and I remain on the board of the Waikiki
Aquarium in Honolulu.” Welcome back to the main-
land, Mike. We’ll hope to see you in Ithaca in ’10.

A recent article in the Chronicle of Higher Edu-
cation brought news of another classmate’s deci-
sion to make a major professional change. Henry
Bienen, president of Northwestern U. since 1995,
will step down in August 2009. The article noted
that among the accomplishments of his tenure are
a quadrupling of the university’s endowment, now
at $7 billion, and a growth of outside-financed
research to an annual rate of $416 million. In his
letter to the Northwestern community, Henry said,
“I continue to enjoy my job immensely, but I
truly believe that it is important for institutions
to be refreshed regularly with new leadership.” He
also paid tribute to his wife Leigh (Buchanan),
who “has made her own terrific contributions to
the university and to Chicago through her involve-
ment in a variety of activities.” Many of Leigh’s
activities related to her position as a faculty
member at the law school were described in a
previous class column.

Dick, MBA ’62, and Sue Jobes Thatcher
report from Gwynedd Valley, PA, that all is going
very well these days. Dick is active full-time as
managing director at Fairmount Partners, an
investment bank focused on technology and
healthcare firms. He adds, “Susan and I are
blessed with a great family—Kate Thatcher Barn-
well ’84, Jill Thatcher Sautkulis ’87, Andy, their
fine spouses, and six grandkids!” The Thatchers
also note a recent sighting of Carole Knoop Buf-
fett, who lives in New Canaan, CT.

A note from Francis “Sandy” White of Annap-
olis, MD, says, “I am well, happy, and loving life.
I volunteer, serve on the board of my condo-
minium, and sail often.” Sandy and Joanna have
four granddaughters, who range in age from 1 to
13. Richard “Rick” Yellen and his wife Lori
(Krieger) ’62 traveled from Amherst, NY, to attend
the wedding of Peter Marcus to Diana Langer in
November 2007 at the Metropolitan Club in New
York City. Other classmates on hand for the happy
occasion were Alan Lippert, who came from Mer-
cer Island, WA, and Jeff Bleustein of Milwaukee.

Caryl Koerper McAllister was kind enough to
send along a copy of her Christmas letter, which is
rich with news of travels and activities at home in
Delafield, WI. She and Stratton ’55, PhD ’61, spent
three weeks in Japan in May ’07, visiting Tokyo
and Kyoto and then joining a National Geographic
cruise around the inland sea of Japan, all of which,
she says, was “fascinating.” Last year also included
two driving trips east, which took the McAllisters
through Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina,
Ohio, and Pennsylvania, with many stops to see
sights along the way, and several days in Canada,
where Stratton attended a software conference,
and Caryl explored museums and stores in Toronto.
At home they continue to play their instruments
with local orchestras and chamber groups and to
host musical gatherings in their home.

“After living on Hilton Head for the last 12
years,” says Aubrey Vaughan, MBA ’63, “I have
moved onto a 49-ft. sailboat and will be spend-
ing summers in New England and winters in the
islands. When my wife Valerie (River) passed
away from cancer last June, selling the house and

moving onto a boat seemed to be a good way to
move on to a new chapter in my life.” Fittingly,
Aubrey’s new e-mail provider is “sailserenity.net.”
Bill Duff is also coping with the loss of his wife
of 44 years, Carolyn, who died of cancer in July
2007. Bill continues to run a graduate program in
industrial engineering at Colorado State U., Fort
Collins, where he oversees about 50 students. The
oldest of his three children, Duffer ’91, BArch
’92, owns an architectural firm in San Francisco
and had one of his home designs featured in the
San Francisco Chronicle Magazine in the fall of ’07.

I am very sorry to report the deaths of two
classmates. J. Peter Harrington, a stockbroker
and competitive bicyclist of St. Petersburg, FL,
passed away on December 19, 2007, leaving three
teenaged children. Daniel Jeffers Jr. of Shreve,
OH, died November 8, 2007. Daniel’s widow Bar-
bara (Ricciardi) ’61 told me that “he lost a long,
courageous battle with prostate cancer,” and that
even at the end, “a piece of Cornell remained in
his heart.” A research agronomist for the Ohio
Agricultural Research and Development Center, he
leaves four children and six grandchildren.

Keep me up to date with your news. Judy
Bryant Wittenberg, 146 Allerton Rd., Newton, MA
02461; e-mail, jw275@cornell.edu.

c

memory of Cornell was doing homework in the
Straight’s music room. A Cornell friend Ed would
like to hear from is Steve Tritt ’60. Ed was respon-
sible for the 25th Reunion yearbook—it was a
brilliant book. I refer to it when I write my class
column, and it helps to match a face with the
news forms you send to Doug and me.

Ingram Chodorow (Rancho Santa Fe, CA) says
he is still working half days (only 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.,
that is) with sons Devin and Brett building world-
wide distribution for his company, Plackers Dental
Flossers. He is serving on the board of a mutual
fund and several charities in San Diego, as well as
being the captain of the Del Mar Country Club Sil-
ver Seniors Golf Team. The Chodorows celebrated
the birth of their first grandchild, Benjamin, to son
Brett (Harvard ’00) and wife Lisa (Yale ’01). Ingram
sums his life so very well. He says, “The grass
couldn’t be greener!” Bless you and yours, Ingram!

Ian Wetherly, DVM ’62 (Congers, NY) has al-
ways been a favorite friend of mine, probably
because as a veterinarian, he helps and loves ani-
mals and I have always been an animal lover and
a vet wannabe. Ian and his wife Janet attended our
45th Reunion and Ian presented a slide show of
previous class events. Princess Cruises chose him to
give a series of lectures on a subject dear to his
heart: clocks and timepieces. The ship sailed around
England stopping at major ports. Ian has a passion
for timepieces and is into the antique clocks of the
16th, 17th and 18th centuries. His Haverstraw Ani-
mal Hospital sees a cavalcade of pets eager for his
care, and he also provides advice on the care and
maintenance of mice in a research institute. Ian
would like to hear from Mark Kritz ’59.

Sandra Perrott has moved to Wells, ME, and
is very happy about the fact! In winter she enjoys
cross-country skiing and snowshoeing, and in the
summer there is biking, kayaking, and hiking in
the woods and along the beaches. Sandra is
retired, but keeps very busy as a volunteer at a
weekly soup kitchen. She sings with the church
choir and volunteers at the visitors center. She
has fond memories of singing with the University
Chorus and the Sage choir, and singing the Verdi
Requiem with the Rochester Philharmonic under
the direction of Thomas Sokol. 

Send us your news—we can’t do the column
without your participation. Also, be sure to check
out our website, http://www.cornell61.org. Larry
Wheeler does such a wonderful job with it. Send
news to me or Doug. We really look forward to
hearing from you. Joanna McCully, joanna
celticlady@aol.com; Doug Fuss, dougout@att
global.net.

c

61 Have I told you about my visit to
Morocco? It’s a wonderful country
populated by warm and caring peo-

ple. A landscape of constant surprises, and a Mus-
lim country in which you feel safe and secure.
Have I mentioned that I had a wonderful trip?
Imagine spending three days and nights tenting
on the Sahara Desert, followed by a camel caravan
to a distant Berber camp. Air Maroc lost my lug-
gage, and for five days I lived out of a small carry-
on bag. Our tour director loaned me one of his
jelabbas (a man’s long robe). I celebrated New
Year’s Eve wearing men’s attire topped off with my
Florida straw hat decorated with a small Moroccan
flag. My luggage was finally found intact. Susan
Sontag came up with a clever travel line. She said,
“I haven’t been everywhere, but it’s on my list.”

Walt Cottrell, MBA ’63, and wife Jeannie
(Springer) ’63 made a trip to Bay St. Louis, MS, as
part of an Ithaca Rotary Team to work on rebuild-
ing houses destroyed by Katrina. “We stayed at a
Presbyterian mission/work camp that provided
meals, shelter, tools, and an abundant supply of
work. We worked on two homes doing painting,
siding, wiring, and plumbing. When we met the
owners they were extremely appreciative of our
efforts. Our favorite quote from Ms. Gilliam, the
homeowner, was ‘This house was built with love.’”
Bobbie Horowitz of New York City is one busy lady.
She is an image consultant with Isagenix Int’l, a
certified Reiki master, a theatrical producer, and
a songwriter and performer. Bobbie attended the
hot-air balloon festival in New Mexico and the
Isagenix training events in Phoenix and is currently
developing an exciting new theatrical project. Way
to go, Bobbie! She remembers the late rock ‘n’ roll
parties at Tau Delt and Sigma Nu featuring Bobby
Comstock and the Counts. She would most like to
hear from Billy Kretschmer, MS ’65.

Ed Goldman (NYC) is still running Publisher’s
Book Binding in Long Island City and takes pro-
fessional tennis photos for five to six weeks dur-
ing the year. That includes the US Open, of course.
Ed and spouse Judith Riven went to South Africa,
Botswana, and Namibia and enjoyed the many
game reserves and tourist sites. His fondest

62 Bob Crites ’59 and I dined last
week with Jonie and Bob Adam-
owski (R13232@comcast.net)

in their beautiful Bellevue, WA, home. What a
yummy evening! The Adamowskis enjoy having
granddaughter Sadie, 2, nearby, together with her
parents. Their son Rob and his wife live in Van-
couver, WA. Jonie and Bob had just returned from
a visit with Leslie and Bill Troutman at their
Osprey, FL, home.

Ken ’61, PhD ’67, and Margie McKee Blan-
chard, MA ’65’s home was in the path of last fall’s
San Diego fires, which claimed about 1,500 homes.
Margie writes, “We are blessed that no one close to
us was hurt in such a fast-moving fire, which
burned our house about 6 a.m. on Oct. 29. Ken and
I were in Florida at the time. I would have loved
to have just a few moments to save my computer,
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which had thousands of photos, and some other
precious and old photos. We are gradually adjust-
ing to the reality of the magnitude of the fire, find-
ing a new place to live (as we plan to rebuild), and
working with the insurance folks. We have been
overwhelmed by the support we have felt through
all of this chaos and so encouraged by the way the
whole community has rallied to support so many
people who have far less support than we have.”
Margie and Ken (margieblanchard@mac.com) love
being close to their grown children (who are now
running the Ken Blanchard Companies) and five
grandchildren. “There is nothing like spending a day
with a 2-year-old to bring you back to the bless-
ings of the present and the hope for the future!”

After retiring from teaching family and con-
sumer science, Anna Boese Dawson (annadawson@
berk.com) spent ten years researching freezing and
vacuum packaging the local harvest in Kinderhook.
She will be working at ComLinks in Malone as a
nutrition and kitchen resource manager. “I will
train prisoners to process part of the 280,000 lbs.
of fresh produce that is currently grown and dis-
tributed to low income residents in northern New
York. I hope to involve SUNY Plattsburgh nutri-
tionists and food service management students
and Paul Smith’s College Culinary Arts students to
design community group-sized kits for use by
cooks at low income consumer feeding sites. I also
hope to start ‘Smart Consumers’ clubs to reac-
quaint low income consumers with the regional
fresh and frozen foods that will be designed.”

Jeff Blumenthal left his employer of the past
23 years last April. “I don’t want to use the word
‘retire’ since very few truly retire these days. I
bought myself a Kawasaki Vulcan Drifter and joined
a Jewish motorcycle gang so that I wouldn’t forget
my socialization skills. To keep me intellectually
involved I have been immersed in several educa-
tion projects ranging from a turnaround for Medill
School in Chicago, Real Men Read for fifth graders,
an after-school economics club for ten high
schools, and as a board member of the Chicago
Engineers’ Foundation, which awards scholarships
to engineering students. When I’m not doing my
work with schools or terrorizing small towns in Illi-
nois and Wisconsin, I have several grandchildren
to keep me busy. My wife Joan has me involved
with her company as webmaster, accountant, and
‘gofer.’ My life is exposed on my blog, http://jeff.
blumenthalfamily.net, for all to see and comment.”

Clark Halstead (cphalstead@aol.com) has
served “nearly a life sentence” in Manhattan, where
he remains as chairman, founder, and consultant to
his residential real estate brokerage company, Hal-
stead Property, which he sold in 2001. Clark lost his
wife Carol in 2002 after a 35-year romance. Their
two grown daughters live in NYC: Heather, 33, is
founder of reachtheworld.org, and triathlete Hilary,
25, is an advertising sales star at National Geo-
graphic. If you’re looking for a luxe spot on Sanibel
Island, FL, Clark rents his snowbird retreat when
he’s not there. Check it out at sanibelbayfront
house.com. “I’m still practicing law in Manchester,
NH,” advises Aline Holstein Lotter (allotter@mac.
com), “but not as energetically as I once did.
Instead, my energy, what’s left of it, goes into art—
painting, drawing, etc.—mostly landscapes in oil.”
Her website for the art is: paintingsbyaline.com.

Toni Rogers Black (toniblack@comcast.net)
had a good excuse for missing reunion last year:
daughter Chris Black Zable ’86 gave birth to
twin daughters on May 31 in Palo Alto, CA. Chris
and her husband Harold, MS ’92, needed help.
“What a pleasure! While I was out there I was

able to get together with Bob ’61 and Mary Ann
Huber Franson. It was a long way from Ithaca,
but was a mini-reunion for us. These are our first
(and only) grandchildren and we are becoming
bi-coastal, visiting several times a year,” from
their King of Prussia, PA, home.

A beautiful photo of a psycopsis orchid taken
by Margo Hebald, BArch ’63, adorned a greeting
from Margo and her husband Leon Embry. They’ve
recently moved to NYC. Do send in your news with
your class dues, if you haven’t done so already. The
more duespayers, the longer this column can be!

Jan McClayton Crites, 9420 NE 17th St., Clyde
Hill, WA 98004; e-mail, jmc50@cornell.edu.
c

Supportive Service Program, voluntary manage-
ment of retiree and weekender older development
on the Chesapeake Bay near Washington, DC,
with federal demonstration grants. He is also
president of his Homeowners Association.

Jeffrey and Joan Travers Barist spent two-
and-a-half weeks in the spring of 2007 renting an
apartment in the Piazza San Croce in Florence,
Italy. Joan took cooking classes and Jeffrey stud-
ied Italian. Also in 2007, Joan participated in the
Tribal Show at the Armory in New York City,
exhibiting African, Pre-Columbian and Oceanic
Art. The Traverses live in Washington Depot, CT.
Daughter Jessica Barist Cohen ’92 has two young
children, Gabriel and Theodore, and daughter
Alexis Barist Berman received a Cornell MBA in
2002. Brad ’62 and Lila Fox Olson wrote that
they would be missing this year’s reunion because
they would be rafting down the Colorado River of
the Grand Canyon with Cornell friends. Brad will
be retiring from teaching at Cornell this year. Their
children keep them busy. The Olsons were grand-
parents for the first and second time in 2007.
Daughter Laura Olson Bamford (UCLA ’89) was
nominated for a “BRAVO” award for excellence in
the teaching of dance. Son Eric ’92 and wife Scar-
let bought a home in South Pasadena, CA.

Morris Beja is a PhD ’63, so not officially part
of our class. He did send in some information about
his family, so I decided there was room and am
including it. Morris and his wife live in Columbus,
OH, and have two children and two grandchildren.
He retired from Ohio State in 2001, was a Carole
and Gordon Segal Visiting Professor of Irish Liter-
ature at Northwestern U. in 2007, and was a visit-
ing professor at Beijing Foreign Studies U. in 2007.
Morris and Ellen travel extensively. They also lived
in Greece and Ireland while Morris was teaching.

Please make sure you pay your class dues
and send in news on the News Form or by e-mail.
That’s all for this month. Nancy Bierds Icke,
12350 E. Roger Rd., Tucson, AZ 85749; e-mail,
icke63@gmail.com.
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63 I know that some of you are
expecting to see news of our
45th Reunion in this column,

but due to lead times, you won’t see our Reunion
Report until the next issue. Summer is here and
some of you may have signed up for Cornell Adult
University’s On-Campus Programs. Last summer
saw Anne Skeels Kupersmith, Stephen and Mar-
sha Ras, Donald and Carol Smelser, Joe, MBA
’66, and Nancy Cooke McAfee, and Glenn, MArch
’69, and Alexandra Shapiro Garrison, PhD ’71,
involved in some of the programs.

A press release from Brinks Hofer Gilson &
Lione, one of the largest intellectual property law
firms in the US, announced that 21 of its attorneys
have been named “Illinois Super Lawyers” for 2008
in a survey conducted by Law and Politics magazine.
One of the attorneys is classmate Jack Berenzweig.
Alex Sommers writes from Guilford, CT, that for two
years he has been busy teaching graduate courses
in forensic engineering for the Dept. of Forensic
Science at the U. of New Haven. He started this
after involvement in failure analyses as part of lit-
igation. Alex was awarded a sabbatical last fall to
study forensic engineering laboratories. He is active
in the Connecticut Association of Purchasing Man-
agement, the Distribution Business Management
Association, and the American Academy of Foren-
sic Sciences. He and wife Pamela are frequent vis-
itors to Harbor Island and in the Bahamas.

The news from Tom Stirling, JD ’69, in Hon-
olulu is that his daughter Laura ’11 just finished
her freshman year at Cornell. Seth and Louise
Berman Wolitz share their time between New York
City and Austin, TX. Robert and Jane Toll live in
Horsham, PA. Warren Walker, PhD ’68, just retired
after a 37-year career with the Rand Corp. He is
continuing his half-time job as a professor of pol-
icy analysis at the Delft U. of Technology in the
Netherlands. He has three children and one grand-
son. One daughter is in Los Angeles, another is in
Boston, and his son lives in Philadelphia. Warren
is grateful for Skype, the Internet communication
device. Marion Travalini Rodd lives in Valencia,
CA. Daughter Allison Rodd Ceppi ’92 is a Warner
Brothers special interest marketing director and
has two sons. Daughter Amy (Colgate ’94) is in
her second year of a medical residency at Temple
U. Medical Center in Philadelphia. She and her
husband have a 3-year-old daughter.

I had dinner a month ago with Jim, MD ’69,
and Christine Newton Dauber. They spend a few
weeks in Tucson every spring. The visit is high-
lighted by the Tucson Chamber Music Festival,
which they enjoy. Jim and Chris will be spending
more time in Tucson in the next year, which is
great for those of us that are already here. Bruce
Craig, MEd ’65, thinks he will be working for-
ever! He is project officer for the Aging in Place

64 It’s mid-summer of our 44th an-
niversary of graduation, which
means it’s time to remind you

to begin planning to attend our 45th Reunion
next June. And, yes, I know the really big reunion
is six years hence, but that doesn’t mean we can’t
have a grand time at every reunion. And we have.
So if it helps encourage you, look at next June’s
get-together as a dress rehearsal.

We begin with some sad news: Nancy Aldred
Persily, our former class president, passed away
in March. Nancy had been diagnosed with breast
cancer some years ago, yet despite extensive,
ongoing treatment, she lived a full and reward-
ing life, including moving just over a year ago
from Albany to NYC to be closer to her children
and grandchildren, and to enjoy the city and the
company of her many friends in the area. Nancy’s
death notice cited her role as a pioneer in the
field of public health education.

On a brighter note, Tom Kahn, who lives in
NYC, writes that his daughter Victoria ’09 recently
followed in her father’s footsteps by being elected
business manager of the Cornell Sun, the same
position Tom held during our senior year. Jim
Reyelt sends word that since he retired from the
country club management business six years ago,
he spends the verdant half of the year in Ireland,
and the winter half in also-verdant Palm Beach,
FL. Jim says he uses his Irish abode as a base for
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wandering continental Europe, and spends his time
painting and drawing. His news was written on
note cards featuring his artistry. P. Alan Loss, a
CFP/CSA, on the other hand, doesn’t seem ready
for retirement. Alan still works full-time as what he
terms a “wealth coach,” helping business owners
with exit planning: leaving their business in style
and with value-based estate planning. Alan and
wife Linda live in Lancaster, PA, and have seven
children and five grandchildren between them. He
enjoys visiting his family, golf, and travel, which
recently included Costa Rica, a cruise of the Baltic
Sea countries, and a tour of China. Alan notes that
he and Linda take various family members on each
trip, rotating between the children.

Stephen Gottesman sends good news: he’s
“fully recovered” from the renewed outbreak of
renal cancer he had last year. Steve otherwise is
retired from his law career. Interestingly, he takes
classes as an extramural student in the Cornell Law
School, where he recently endowed a professorship
in family law. Steve enjoys golf, reading, Ameri-
can history, and the Cornell Glee Club. He and wife
Helen live in East Aurora, NY, and have three grown
children. David Keranen, MAT ’64, is a retired
community college math teacher who enjoys read-
ing, golf, and travel—so far this century to Italy,
France, Spain, Morocco, and New Zealand. He and
wife Elizabeth live in Bakersfield, CA, and have
three grown children. The Keranens celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary last September.

Leslie Seiden is definitely not retired. She’s
been a practicing psychiatrist in Manhattan for the
last 35 years, all from the same brownstone she
bought in 1972. She and her second husband have
a country home in northeast Pennsylvania, where
they retreat for tennis and golf. She writes that she
began a small second practice there two years ago
to accommodate a few psychologists, and that the
venture has since turned into a “major happening.”
She notes: “I have become an addiction specialist
and work Thursday through Saturday there. I am
working harder than ever, helping people that have
never been helped before. It is the most rewarding
work of my career.” Leslie has two grown sons.

Yet another retirement resister is Jerome Ru-
bin. He writes that he’s still in a busy hematology/
oncology practice, although he’s now aided by his
physician daughter. And Jerry’s wife, Suellen
(Safir) ’65, still provides psychological counseling
support for their patients. The Rubins two years
ago celebrated their 40th anniversary together
with a trip to the Canadian Rockies. Jerry and
Suellen, who still live in Carmel, CA, have a sec-
ond grown daughter. Real estate agent Margaret
Badger Magno, who lives in Lockport, NY, is also
still working. Micki has two grown daughters.

Toby Kleban Levine spent three days in Itha-
ca last March attending the annual meeting of the
President’s Council of Cornell Women. Lynda Gould,
Nancy Dunhoff Mills, and Carolyn Chauncey Neu-
man were also present. The meeting’s theme was
“Healthy Aging,” about which Toby noted, “a sub-
ject we all need guidance on at this time in our
lives.” She and husband Andy are otherwise very
much enjoying their own retirement. They live in
Stockbridge, MA, where she’s on the board of their
local public TV station in Springfield, and they
are both very active with their local temple. The
Levines recently traveled to Costa Rica, the Grand
Canyon, and Israel.

Lastly, I got a couple of quick updates to
news in recent columns. From last September’s:
Jack and Marce McNeill, 30 years after starting
and operating their Mexican restaurant, recently

sold it to a son of best friends. From the May col-
umn: Michael “Tree” Smith, PhD ’73’s daughter
Jessica Smith McArt, DVM ’07, is now working for
the Vet college’s large animal ambulatory clinic.
Also from a mention in the May column: Dennis
Sweeney says he formally retired in mid-April from
44 years in restaurant operations and consulting.
Last September, he helped organize the Hotel
school’s 85th anniversary dinner in NYC.

That’s it for now. Please remember to send
your news either on this year’s News Form with
your dues or directly to me at home or at my new
e-mail, blamont64@comcast.net. For other info

about class activities, be sure to visit our class
website, http://classof64.alumni.cornell.edu, where
you can also send news and pay dues. Bev
Johns Lamont, 720 Chestnut St., Deerfield, IL
60015; e-mail, blamont64@comcast.net.

c

would like to hear from classmate Bryan West-
field. A press release from the OMI Int’l Arts Cen-
ter states that a new program called “OMI: Explor-
ing the Intersection Between Art and Architecture”
will be headed by sculptor and writer Peter Bar-
ton, who will assume the role of director and first
chair. This program will probe the line between
new art and architecture in their many emerging
forms. Both artists and architects will be invited
to design and construct pavilions on Art OMI’s
grounds that explore this relationship.

A note from Larry Golden in Utica, NY, says
that he is currently practicing law and is this year’s

president of the Oneida County Bar Association. His
wife JoAnn is a CPA and former president of the
New York State CPA Society (NYSSCPA). They have
two children. Rebecca is a special ed teacher and
mother of Larry and JoAnn’s two grandchildren.
Son Joshua ’97, an ILR grad, is an HR consultant
with Hewitt Consultants in Atlanta. On the side,
Josh is a singer-songwriter whose group, Golden,
is one of the top bands in Atlanta. Andrea Schul-
man Williams writes, “Over the years, many of you
have asked how my daughter Laura Williams ’91
ended up in Russia.” The answer is now available.
Her book, The Stork ’s Nest: Life and Love in the
Russian Countryside, is finally in print. As she char-
acterizes it, it’s the true story of a young Ameri-
can conservationist who moves to a remote Rus-
sian nature reserve and falls in love with its
director. As they explore the wilderness and build
a life together, nature often sets the agenda.

There’s no such thing as too much news, so
please write or e-mail and let us know what’s go-
ing on in your life. Terry Kohleriter Schwartz,
Terryks7@aol.com; Joan Elstein Rogow, psurutsc@
aol.com; and Ronald Harris, rsh28@cornell.edu.

c

‘I bought myself a Kawasaki 
Vulcan Drifter and joined a 
Jewish motorcycle gang.’Jeff Blumenthal ’62

65 Ken Schneider, PhD ’70, reports
from Long Island that the class
website is up and running. You

can access it at http://classof65.alumni.cornell.
edu. However, Ken cautions that it will be in a
continuous state of repair, improvement, and per-
fection. The “jewel” of the site is a page called “Of
Human Interest,” where he has been ably assisted
by Steve Appell, Carol Greenwald Bender, and
Steve Itoga. Ken says, “If there are 6 million sto-
ries in the Naked City, there have to be 1,000 in
the Class of ’65, and I would like them all told.” If
you would like Ken and his team to tell your story,
he says to contact him at kschneider@telebyteusa.
com. Kudos to Ken, who was recently granted
another patent and was awarded the Harold
Wheeler Award for outstanding technical manage-
ment from the Inst. of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers Inc., Long Island Section.

News arrived from William Hill (Fairfax, CA;
aropoika@earthlink.net). He is president of the
California Lichen Society and VP of the San Fran-
cisco Microscopical Society. He is also an avid col-
lector of periodicals for gay archives. Sandralee
Zien Davis (Newfield, NY; birdhavenbb@localnet.
com) writes that she is the co-owner and propri-
etor of a B&B, and emergency substitute teacher
at Ithaca Community Childcare Center. She keeps
busy baking, preparing rooms, checking e-mails,
and playing with her two dogs.

Nicole Librandi, MA ’72 (New Haven, VT;
NTL3@cornell.edu) is an Italian teacher and world
language program consultant and curriculum devel-
oper. She also leads travel tours to Italy. Nicole
would like to hear from classmates Laurel Hoye
Renish ’66 and Rosie Gross Hayden. News from
Richard Rosen (Jericho, NY; RLR@rosenlawpllc.
com): Richard is senior member of the Richard L.
Rosen Law Firm PLLC, specializing in franchise law.
In his spare time he is the coach of the Jericho
Jets, a youth track team, and competes in Masters
track, running the 100- and 200-meter sprints. He

66 Ah, what a wonderful time to
be in Ithaca: warm sun, gentle
breezes, and perhaps a little

slower pace than during the school year. Ted
Sprinkle, DVM ’69, writes: “I’m living in Fairfield,
CT, with wife Cindy and children Caitlin, 10, and
Cole, 7. Second family keeps the mind sharp, the
body conditioned, and hope eternal. I keep up
with football alumni as well as colleagues from
the Vet college.” Ted is a senior partner of Pet
Partners LLC, a consolidation of companion ani-
mal veterinary hospitals from Denver east, and
from Maine to Florida.

I received a long note from Darry Sragow,
who returned to Ithaca a couple of times last sum-
mer, once for WVBR’s 40th Reunion. Darry is a part-
ner in the L.A. office of Sonnenschein Nath &
Rosenthal LLP. He has managed political campaigns
for years, mostly in California. He also taught an
undergraduate political science course at Berkeley
for four years, and is now in his third year doing
the same at USC. His wife, Susan (Pressman) ’67,
consults to nursing homes and teaches social work
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at Cal State, Long Beach. Daughter Lara ’95 lives
in NYC and has a nutrition/exercise consulting
practice. Your correspondent Pete Salinger, MBA
’68, and spouse Ruth (Dritch) ’67 visited with
the Sragows in February.

Bob Feldman, PhD ’75, along with wife Sue
(Goodman) ’67, wrote that their daughter Elana
was married September 8, 2007 to Roger Park.
They met at Brown U. Bob and Sue won a Bank
of American Sweepstakes trip to Santa Fe, NM,
in May of 2007. Jean Duchow Solomon wrote
last October: “I’m a family medicine physician in
Palm Springs, CA. I just moved here and I love
the beautiful winter weather. I’d love to hear
from other Cornellians at JeanKSolomonMD@aol.
com.” Lee Lindquist wrote that he and his wife
Joan (Buchsbaum) ’68 have three grandsons,
“products of our daughter Kirsten Lindquist Wal-
lace ’92.” In addition, their son Kevin, MBA ’99,
and Annette Harville Lindquist, MBA ’98, have
a son Jack. The senior Lindquists are constantly
on a plane to see them and share adventures like
skiing, hiking, and biking. They spent six days
cycling the hills of Tuscany, Italy, where they
rode 240 miles and climbed 28,000 feet! (Hope
the downhill runs were fun!)

Marion “Marnie” King Lonsdale and husband
David ’67 have moved to the Northwest for re-
tirement, although David is still doing some con-
sulting with natural history museums and parks,
and teaching marine biology at a community col-
lege. They wrote that the hardest part of moving
was downsizing. They are now enjoying the

Willamette Valley wine, local fruits, vegetables,
and cheeses—and their grandchildren. Winfield
Coleman writes: “My wife Solin and I live in the
Haight-Ashbury district of San Francisco. Since re-
tiring from the Stanford Art Museum (Cantor Art
Center: Arts of Africa, Oceania, and the Americas
Dept.), I have kept busy painting murals, illus-
trating books, and researching, writing, and lec-
turing about American Indian art and culture. I
recently completed an extensive mural painting
project for a private home in Hillsborough, CA. A
book to which I contributed illustrations and text
won the 2007 Wittenborn Memorial Book Award
of the Art Libraries Society of North America. Solin
and I enjoy attending the opera and symphony,
going to museums, participating in a Shakespeare
reading group, supporting our favorite causes, and
visiting friends and relatives.”

Hugh and Erin Fleming Starr wrote that their
grandchildren have had their first birthdays, and
they see them often. They added, “They are charm-
ing and bright.” Martin “Marty” Schwartz and
wife Roberta Bernstein ’68 recently traveled to
Peru and Ecuador. They hiked Inca trails and saw
lots of wildlife, including blue-footed boobies, gi-
ant tortoises, and lizards. Marty is now retired, but
is active in SCORE (Service Corps of Retired Exec-
utives), where he counsels and teaches/mentors
small business owners and technology start-ups.
Roberta is also retired and is active in volunteer
activities. They have two Cornell “children”:

Bryan ’94 is an attorney specializing in civil
rights and employment, and Kevin ’97 is a PhD
candidate at UC Davis.

Keep those cards, letters, and e-mails com-
ing. We so enjoy reading them, and passing them
on to the rest of the class. Whether you’re work-
ing or retired, we hope that this summer is a
pleasant one for you and your family. Pete
Salinger, pas44@cornell.edu; Susan Rockford
Bittker, ladyscienc@aol.com; and Deanne Gebell
Gitner, dgg26@cornell.edu.

c

and Golden Gate U. Law School, and lectured at
MIT on international high-tech ventures.

As I’m sure many of you do, I get plenty of
notices from all sorts of Cornell alumni outfits
announcing events—we used to have lots of crab
feasts down in this area, which seem scarcer
these days, along with the crabs—but I felt a
twinge when I saw mention of a major celebra-
tion of Slope Day in various cities. Even though
we didn’t have Slope Day, I haven’t had any prob-
lem figuring out what it’s about: music, beer, sun
for graduating seniors on Libe Slope. Sounded like
a big yes to me until I saw that it was all for . . .
the Class of 2007. Worse yet, it registered with
me that that’s my daughter’s class. Pretty soon,
we may be regarded as beyond the age even for
Zinck’s Night in October—even if we’re about the
last class to recall the last real Zinck’s! Richard
B. Hoffman, 2925 28th St. NW, Washington, DC,
20008; e-mail, rhoffman@erols.com.

c

67 Upon graduation from the Hotel
school, Bob Wood began his ca-
reer with Wood Dining Services

as a sous chef at DeSales U. and, after working in
both operations and corporate management posi-
tions, became chairman in 1997. In 2001 Wood
Dining Services merged with Sodexo, and Bob
was named executive VP for client development
and oversees the implementation of the Clients
For Life philosophy for all divisions. Today, Bob
says he’s trying to give back to the community,
as well as fulfill the Sodexo corporate mission to
“Stop Hunger.” In recognition of his commitment,
he was awarded an LHD (Hon.) (Doctor of Humane
Letters) degree by DeSales U., Center Valley, PA.
Bob has won all kinds of community service awards
and is a member or chair of many public and pri-
vate boards, including Muhlenberg College in Allen-
town and the Northampton Community College and
Lehigh Valley Community foundations.

Cornell’s Adult University advises us that
among those attending some of CAU’s off-campus
programs last year were classmates Arlene Blut-
reich Savitsky, who went on the trip to Big Bend
National Park in Texas, and Beverly Pinkham
Smith, with husband James, who enjoyed the
Wine and Cuisine of Bordeaux course before ship-
ping off to the Lost Worlds of Libya and Tunisia.

Donald Weadon, a Washington, DC, lawyer
who specialized in the international marketing of
high-technology products and services and who
served on the University Council, died March 23 in
Chincoteague, VA. Don sang in the Glee Club and
managed the club’s yearlong world tour, and was
president of DKE on the Hill. After graduating, he
served in the Navy, on destroyer duty with the Sev-
enth Fleet off the coast of Vietnam, and in opera-
tions involving the Navy SEALs. He received a law
degree from the U. of California, Hastings College
of the Law in San Francisco in 1975 and a master’s
from the Harvard Business School Adjunct Program
at the Iran Centre for Management Studies in
Tehran in 1976. In 1984, Don opened Weadon and
Associates in Washington, and was a consultant
to international technology companies and the US
Depts. of Commerce and Defense. He also opened
law offices in Riyadh, Beijing, and Hanoi, and was
the first attorney granted clearance by the US Trea-
sury Dept. to practice law in Vietnam. He also set
up a foundation to support Vietnamese orphans.
Don was an adjunct professor at George Mason U.

68 This column is being written
before our reunion in June, and
a Reunion Report will come in

the Sept/Oct issue. I know our reunion chair
Henry Siegel, registration chair Nancy Nystrom
Frantz, and the rest of their committee worked
hard to assure an amazing weekend.

Turning to some regular class news, G. Tracy
Atwood and wife Mary live in Falls Village, CT.
Tracy retired from USAID, where his last post was
Afghanistan. His present activities include the
board of finance in the town of Canaan, deacon in
the Falls Village Congregational Church, the long-
range planning committee for the local school sys-
tem, and barbershop singing. Tracy has great mem-
ories of time with his Cornell roommates Ray
Kreig, MS ’70, and Harvey Leibin ’69, and reports
that Ray has been in Alaska since graduation. Joel
Negrin practices law in Larchmont, NY, and his
wife Linda (Schwartz) ’69 is a furniture dealer and
interior designer. The Negrins have two daughters
and a son. Son Noah ’06 lives in NYC and works in
hedge fund administration, and daughters Saman-
tha and Meredith ’98 work in the education field.
Joel reports that classmate Jerry Fox is doing some
interesting work for Frontier Airlines, Jack Eisen-
berg is practicing law in Rochester, NY, and Jeff
Gorwit is a cardiologist in Escondido, CA. Joel has
seen Paul Joskow, who now lives in NYC due to
his leadership position with the Sloan Foundation.

Cornell Alumni Magazine has a new website,
which you can check out at http://www.cornell
alumnimagazine.com.

William Huling, MBA ’74, lives in Ithaca and
is a senior development officer with Cornell. His
outside activities include being a board officer of
the Chi Psi Educational Trust and also of Sphinx
Head Society. He has great memories of friendships
formed on the varsity football and baseball teams
and with brothers of Chi Phi. Three classmates
that he would like to hear from are George Lor-
anger, Jeff French, and Sam Haigh. Sam Roberts
is urban affairs correspondent for the New York
Times. Before joining the Times in 1983, he was
with the New York Daily News as a reporter, city
editor, and then political editor. Sam has received
a number of highly respected professional awards
and is also author of several books, including The
Brother, the untold story of the Rosenberg atom
spy case, and Who We are: A Portrait of America.
Sam lives in NYC with his wife Marie Salerno, pres-
ident of the National Parks of New York Harbor
Conservancy, and has two sons.

‘Elliott Meisel has endowed a rare
book preservation fund at the library.’Gordon Silver ’68
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Elliott Meisel continues to be active with the
law firm of Brill & Meisel, which he founded 29
years ago. His practice involves land use and real
estate law, and he’s also involved in real estate
investment and development, including a profes-
sional office in the Hamptons and a state-of-the-
art building using the latest energy, water, clean
air, and related technologies. Elliott continues to
be active with Cornell and has endowed an intern-
ship at the Johnson Art Museum and a rare book
preservation fund at the library. Steve Steinhardt
enjoys helping with his two grandchildren and
also works as special counsel to the Albany law
firm Nolan & Heller, where he specializes in
healthcare law. Steve still plays basketball as well
tournament tennis, where he is ranked ninth in
the USTA Eastern Section for his age group. Our
classmate Henry Korn is another ranked player.

During the past year several of our class-
mates have attended one of the excellent Cornell
alumni travel programs. These include William
Ahearn, Frances Milberg, Scott Reines, Ernie
Steiner, and Charlie Tracy, MCE ’75.

Doug Bellis lives and works on Capitol Hill in
Washington, DC, and has been there since gradu-
ation from Duke Law School in ’71. He enjoys liv-
ing in a historical row house and the convenience
of walking to work and coming home for lunch.
Doug reports, “I even keep up a bit with physics,
an interest I first seriously acquired at Cornell. I
did not realize how unique Cornell was in physics
at that time. Its intellectual life was pretty amaz-
ing in many other fields as well. Our class was very
lucky to be there at that time, though perhaps few
realized it then and some probably still don’t.”

By the time this column appears, it’s likely
a new class correspondent will have been elected
at reunion, as I’ve suggested it’s time to give
someone else the chance. It has certainly been
a pleasure for me to write this column and keep
up with our truly wonderful class over the years.

Gordon H. Silver, 2 Avery St., #26C, Boston,
MA 02111; e-mail, gordon_silver@comcast.net.
c

to play golf when he can and fondly remembers the
fellowship of his Hotel classmates and his great
professors. Richard Erali recalls working hard aca-
demically while on the Hill and still remains con-
nected. He retired from the CAAAN representative
position in Memphis to focus more on Glee Club
alumni affairs and his move to Trumansburg, NY.

Edward Wilson moved from Mannheim, Ger-
many, to Vicenza, Italy, where he is the industrial
hygienist with the US Army garrison. Industrial
hygienists are scientists and engineers commit-
ted to protecting the health and safety of peo-
ple in the workplace and the community. In Ger-
many he worked with Col. Joseph Brendler ’84,
who commands the 2nd Signal Brigade, on the
annual Mannheim High School College Night.
Brendler’s unit sponsored the event while Edward
represented Cornell. He also talks about his
leisure activities: the broken ankle he got snow-
boarding in Austria, the 60th birthday celebra-
tion at Octoberfest in Munich, biking along the
Rhine River, and 10K walks in the Black Forest.
Now that he is in Italy, Edward writes, “I’m look-
ing forward to comparing Italian wines with Fin-
ger Lakes products.” A self-employed dealer in
historic costumes and textiles, particularly haute
couture, Beverley Birks writes from NYC that she
was recently curator of an exhibition and wrote
the catalogue for “Women and Sportswear: An
Alternative History of the 20th Century.”

Parenting specialist Sally Weisberg Goldberg,
MS ’71, has been busy speaking all over the coun-
try about the early childhood years from birth to
3. She has written many books and articles on the
subject and is founder and director of Dr. Sally Par-
enting Inc. In conjunction with Cornell, Sally is a
board member of the Cornell Alumni Association
in Arizona. The National Speakers Association, the
Arizona Book Publishing Association, and the
National Association for the Education of Young
Children all claim her volunteer time. Sally stays
in contact with Joan Wolfers Belkin, Martha Ger-
manow Green, and Phyllis Kestenbaum Snyder.
Benita Fair Langsdorf is counsel for Independence
Blue Cross of Philadelphia and would love to hear
from Lynn Goldstein Silverstein ’71. Architect and
president of DuBose Assoc. Inc., Harvey Leibin
has been in contact with Ray Kreig ’67, who was
recently married in Alaska, and his brother Andy
Kreig ’70, who is president of the Wireless Com-
munications Assoc. Int’l in Washington, DC. Har-
vey also tells us about his children: Kate married
Andrew Matas in June, Brad graduated from the U.
of Pennsylvania in 2007, and Kara graduated from
the U. of Wisconsin in 2006.

We have heard from two Cornell wrestlers.
Tom Havens writes from Ephrata, PA, that golf is
his game now and database development is his
“day job.” Tom Sharpe tells us that he and his
wife Murem (Sakas) ’70 are very active in Cornell
affairs. “We started an active Cornell group here
in Hilton Head and Savannah, do CAAAN inter-
views, and started a scholarship fund while in
Detroit,” he writes. Murem is a founding member
of the President’s Council of Cornell Women, has
been on the University Council several times, and
chaired the Entrepreneurship Program for several
years. Currently she is meeting with reunion staff
about a project to record the memories of older
alumni. Their daughter Emily ’05 is working in
Kuwait after finishing her Fulbright Scholarship.
Remember the Northeast blackout of 1965? Tom
recalls being at wrestling practice and says, “I
remember (coach) Jimmy Miller saying, ‘Keep prac-
ticing. Its good practice to wrestle in the dark!’

Then going down to shower by candlelight.” If you
remember the blackout and would like to share
your story, please send an e-mail. Arda Coyle
Boucher, 21 Hemlock Hill Rd., Amherst, NH 03031;
e-mail, aboucher@airmar.com.

c

69 Our 40th Reunion is approach-
ing. Save the date, June 4-7,
2009, and join your classmates.

Preparations are already under way to make this
the best reunion yet. Contact your friends and
start making plans now!

Charlotte Bruska Gardner e-mails, “Dan Fogel
is a shining star in Vermont and has an incredi-
bly positive influence on our economy.” The press
release from the U. of Vermont states that presi-
dent Daniel Fogel was named Vermonter of the Year.
He is described as “an engine of environmentally
themed economic development” by promoting sus-
tainable research with the goal of building green
businesses within the state. Dan is married to class-
mate Rachel (Kahn). James Tompsett, DVM ’69,
divides his efforts between a part-time veterinary
clinical practice and work as director for the New
York State Veterinary Medical Society-Veterinary
Facility Accreditation Program. He is active in the
Avon Rotary Club, and recently traveled to Brazil for
the wedding of the daughter of a Rotary-sponsored
exchange student. James adds that he nostalgically
remembers the evening bells on campus.

In Honolulu, Ronald Watanabe volunteers
with his local Rotary Club, as well as the Cornell
Hotel Society and the Sound of Aloha Chorus, a
chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. He also
chaired the annual conference of the Int’l Society
of Hospitality Consultants in Hong Kong. Ron likes

70 We are in the midst of yet
another summer, which means
our 40th Reunion is now less

than two years away! Mark your calendars for that
important weekend: Thursday to Sunday, June
10-13, 2010. This would be a great time to start
contacting classmates to make plans for meeting
back on campus for a great party in 2010.

Steve Meyerson (smeyerson@gmail.com)
practiced internal medicine and geriatrics until
2003. Since then he has been medical director of
utilization management at Baptist Hospital of
Miami. He lives in Miami, FL, with his wife Linda,
who has a tutoring business. Son Eric lives in San
Francisco and has a 20-month-old daughter.
Steve’s daughter Anna also lives in San Francisco
and has done her residency in radiology at UCSF.
Dan and Jill Jayson Ladd ’73 (Bethesda, MD;
danladd347@aol.com) proudly announce the
graduation of their son Michael ’07 from the Arts
college. He is the third of their children to grad-
uate from Cornell. Dan continues his support at
EDS of a government travel system. Jill is still
seeing patients in her ob/gyn practice. Although
Dan is in the travel business, Jill is the family
travel agent and planned a great trip to New
Zealand’s South Island in February 2007.

Seishi “Yon-Chan” Yoda (Yokohama, Japan;
yoda@fccj.or.jp) worked as general manager for
over 31 years for the international membership
clubs in Yokohama and Tokyo. He retired from the
Foreign Correspondent’s Club of Japan in March
2008. He says that it was not his choice, but rather
the club’s decision. He continues to work, as he
and wife Mitsue have a daughter who will soon be
2 years old! John Phillips and his wife Karen live
in Berkeley Heights, NJ (jcp12@comcast.net). He
is an attorney and of counsel with Sills Cummis &
Gross PC, in Newark, NJ. In December 2007, John
was co-editor of New Jersey Land Use by Juris
Publishing and principal author of chapters 2 and
3. He took his grandson to the “Red Hot Hockey”
Cornell-BU game last November and it brought
back fond memories of sleeping outside Teagle in
1966 for tickets, cutting a piece of the net in
Syracuse after the national championship, and the
years of phenomenal hockey under Ned Harkness!

Patrick Kelly and wife Angela (Ottawa, On-
tario; pkelly42@sympatico.ca) have now been “re-
directed” from high school teaching for five years.
On September 6, 2008, they will celebrate their
fifth anniversary aboard the Tall Ship Caledonia,
while sailing along the rugged west coast of New-
foundland. Patrick is a counselor in Ottawa and
his motto, so to speak, is, “Life is a journey . . .
Let me help you unpack.” They are both heavily
involved in community service with Rotary Int’l,
as well as Watercan, a fresh-water-for-all project.
To relax, they sing in two choirs, which includes
singing Handel’s Messiah every Christmas along
with 800 other Ottawa voices. Patrick would like to
hear from Hotelie Udo Schlentrich, who was mar-
ried at the Big Red Barn on August 4, 2007.

Neil Murray (Niskayuna, NY; nvm@cs.albany.
edu) continues as a professor of computer science
at the U. at Albany. His work is funded on an NSF
grant linked to Prof. Erik Rosenthal of the U. of
New Haven. In May, their joint paper was presented
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at the Int’l Symposium on Methodologies for Intel-
ligent Systems (ISMIS 2008) in Toronto. There are
other papers under review and in working status.
Neil’s wife Janet continues as nursing super-
visor at Living Resources, a nonprofit in Albany/
Schenectady serving the developmentally disabled.

Phil Sperry writes that in December 2006, his
wife of 27 years, Bonnie, died. He continues to
live in Bloomington, IN, but the house with four
garages and a 1,200-sq.-ft. woodshop is a lot to
maintain. He enjoys weekly golfing and a golf trip
now and then, but with eight dogs it is difficult
to get away! His son Kris and wife Evelyn have
been very supportive. They own and operate a
winery, Myadding, in Ohio, and Kris is an architect
who designs wineries as well. Phil’s daughter Tracy
is a high school biology teacher and diving coach
in Virginia. She lives with Phil’s grandson Cody.
Phil says he has recently started dating, which he
finds tough as we are approaching 60!

Three classmates traveled with CAU recently.
Fred Solowey experienced Florida Baseball with
Prof. Glenn Altschuler, PhD ’76, in March 2007.
In October 2007, Bradley Tabach-Bank, JD ’70,
went to France for the Wine and Cuisine of Bor-
deaux with Prof. Abby Nash ’75. I traveled to
Japan, China, and Vietnam with president emer-
itus Frank H. T. Rhodes and Prof. Chen Jian in
August and September 2007. We met classmate
Martin Tang and his wife Anne and many other
Cornellians at a reception in Hong Kong. Con-
nie Ferris Meyer, cfm7@cornell.edu.

c

’07, graduated from the College of Engineering last
year and is now working on his PhD in materials
science at Georgia Tech. (After four Ithaca winters,
he wanted a warmer climate!) Dan’s job requires a
lot of traveling, and Barbara has been lucky to go
with him on a number of trips.

Vars Smith (aka Phillips A.V. Smith) (nsmith@
twcny.rr.com) also contacted us with news about
his family and work. Vars and wife Nancy’s daugh-
ter Carla is living in NYC attending Teachers College
at Columbia U. for her doctorate in instructional
technology and media, after receiving her master’s
in media studies from the New School U. in 2003.
She is currently a freelance producer for Sesame
Workshop and a freelance writer, having published
works including Dr. Dalrymple’s Patented Fairy Catch-
ing Systems, Lucky Leprechaun’s How to Grow a Four-
Leaf Clover, and several Charlie Brown adaptations.
Son Steven Engelbrecht ’01 is studying for a joint
MBA/Master of Int’l Business at the Wharton School
of Business and the Lauder Inst. of Int’l Studies in
Philadelphia. Vars and Nancy are still traveling over-
seas on the annual award trips through his firm,
Janney Montgomery Scott LLC. In addition, they are
members of the Healey Drivers Club of Cornwall, Eng-
land, and make annual trips to the club’s int’l meet
in the west of England. The vintage car collection
has expanded to include a 1960 Triumph TR-3, a vin-
tage racing 1956 Healey 100M, a 1964 T-Bird coupe,
and a 1990 Jaguar XJ-S, all stemming from the good
times at Cornell when the cars were in their prime.

Rick Leland (richard.leland@friedfrank.com)
wrote a note from New York. “I’ve recently moved
my law practice to the New York office of Fried,
Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson, where I am con-
tinuing to represent developers and institutions in
connection with environmental and land use ap-
provals for New York City projects. More impor-
tantly, I am enjoying spending time with my six
grandchildren (five boys and a girl), at least one of
whom will hopefully be a Cornellian.” Harry Burritt
(Harry_S_Burritt@whirlpool.com) lives with his wife
JoAnn in beautiful southwestern Michigan. They are
the parents of “three great daughters.” Harry is the
CFO for a real estate development company called
Harbor Shores, sponsored by his employer of 19
years, Whirlpool Corp. Harbor Shores is a resort
community development near Lake Michigan. If you
drop by, Harry promises to give you a tour. He gave
up rowing—he was commodore of the lightweight
crew in 1971—but is now an avid golfer. He par-
ticularly enjoys a Jack Nicklaus Signature golf
course in the middle of his community and has run
into another golfer, classmate Dennis Lubozynski,
MBA ’75. Harry enjoyed seeing Bill, MBA ’72, and
Jan Barthelson Brown ’72 at the 35th Reunion and
recalls that the meatball sub with cheese from the
Hot Truck tasted as great as it did in 1971!

Send us your news updates via e-mail and we
will write about you! Linda Germaine-Miller,
lg95@cornell.edu; and Matt Silverman, mes62@
cornell.edu.

c

management responsibilities for marketing the $2.8
billion AFL-CIO Building Investment Trust, a real
estate equity fund open to private and public sec-
tor pension plans benefiting unionized employees.
Before joining the AFL-CIO Investment Trust Corp.,
Robert spent 25 years serving in senior staff posi-
tions at the 185,000-member Amalgamated Tran-
sit Union. He is also an adjunct professor at the
ILR school, teaching congressional procedure and
public policy for ILR interns in Washington, DC.
Robert resides in the District of Columbia with his
wife Anne, a nutrition consultant, and their sons
David, 21, a junior at Vassar College, and Henry,
17, who will be attending Wesleyan U. in the fall.

Not to be outdone by her friend Robert Molof-
sky, Carolyn Jacobson is also accumulating awards
from her labor perch in the District of Columbia.
One of her pet projects, Cervical Cancer Prevention
Works (CCPW), received a 2007 Presidential Lead-
ership Award from Women in Government, a non-
profit, bipartisan organization representing women
state legislators in the US. Carolyn created CCPW
in 2005, under the auspices of the Coalition of
Labor Union Women, to provide union women with
information on how to prevent HPV and cervical
cancer. In 2007 Carolyn was also the alumni
recipient of the Alice Paul Award, given by Amer-
ican U.’s Women & Politics Inst., for demonstrat-
ing “a commitment to continuing Alice Paul’s
vision for women’s full equality” and “a dedica-
tion to improving the lives of women and initi-
ating action to creative social change.” 

Steven Seifert, Albuquerque, NM, writes: “At
least four Cornellians rode in the 25th El Tour de
Tucson, an annual bicycle ride always held on the
Saturday before Thanksgiving: Steve Seifert, Harry
Brull ’70, Myra Barrett, PhD ’71, and Bob Joy,
BArch ’73, with Steve, Harry, and Myra wearing
their Cornell cycling jerseys. The weather was
fabulous and there were 9,156 riders. Harry and
Bob did the 109-mile ride, Steve the 66-mile ride,
and Myra the 35-mile ride. The starts were stag-
gered, so Harry rode from the 109-mile start to
meet Steve at the start of the 66. They then met
up with Myra and rode the rest of the way in, cross-
ing the finish line together in a blaze of (big) red.” 

Neil Comins, Bangor, ME, is a professor of
astronomy at the U. of Maine and is the author of
11 books (so far) on astronomy. Recently he has
been developing shows based on some of his
books, as reported at http://gouldon.com/ardsley
69/Neil/NeilExpo/index.htm. He says one of his
distinct memories of Cornell is “trying hard to fail,
and failing at it.” Eugene Weber is managing
partner at Weber Capital Management LLC in San
Francisco. Lorna Rosenkrantz Pascal, Teaneck, NJ,
is a dietitian who has had a spate of new grand-
children. Her first grandchild was born in May
2007, followed quickly by two others, leaving
Lorna with the task of knitting sweaters and
blankets to greet the babies. Gary L. Rubin,
glrubin@aol.com; Alex Barna, ab478@cornell.
edu; Carol Fein Ross, hilltop80@aol.com.

c

71 Greetings, classmates! We want to
thank you for responding to our re-
quests to send us news via e-mail

about your lives. The first note we received came
from Maria Yurasek (DoctorY7@aol.com) of Spo-
kane, WA. “I’ve been working as a hospitalist the
last two years—which means you don’t see pa-
tients in an office, you only take care of those who
get hospitalized. It’s where the action is, anyway.
My husband, Rob Benedetti (Stanford ’73) is med-
ical director of 189 provider clinics and still does
nephrology two days a week. Our oldest, Christine,
25 (U. of Washington ’04) has just been promot-
ed to arts and entertainment editor of the Aspen
Daily News, where she gets to dine with chefs such
as Emeril Lagasse and interviews writers like Ann
Patchett. Francesca, 21, is finishing up her senior
year at UC Santa Cruz, where she has been busy
protesting racism and unfair immigration practices.
She majored in environmental studies and plans a
year off before either law or grad school, with a
future job protecting our environment. We have a
home in Baja, Mexico, and a timeshare in Aspen,
so get to enjoy both of those great spots. Karen
Rohlf and Karen Snider joined me at the hacien-
da for a gal-pal trip in 2007. Have also been to
Mauritius, Palau, Tanzania, Chile, Argentina, Brazil,
Peru, and Ecuador in the last few years.”

Alice Lichtenstein (Alice.Lichtenstein@tufts.
edu) is in Boston, where she is the Gershoff pro-
fessor of nutrition science and policy at Tufts U. In
April she was awarded the American Heart Associ-
ation’s Atherosclerosis, Thrombosis, and Vascular
Biology 2008 Women’s Mentor Award. Barbara
Kantrowitz (barbara.kantrowitz@gmail.com) writes
to us from London, where her husband, Daniel
Hertzberg, is deputy managing editor, interna-
tional, of the Wall Street Journal. Barbara works at
Newsweek as a contributing editor in the London
bureau. Oldest son Michael works in D.C. for the
Defense Dept., and their youngest, Ben Hertzberg

72 Robert Molofsky has received
one of two 2008 Groat Awards,
given annually by the ILR school

to alumni who have demonstrated exceptional
professional accomplishment in the field of indus-
trial and labor relations and outstanding service to
the school. Robert is an accomplished labor union
attorney, a highly regarded legislative and political
strategist, and a nationally recognized transit and
labor policy expert. He is currently VP/special coun-
sel of the AFL-CIO Investment Trust Corp., with

73 Greetings from the Pacific North-
west. It falls to me to hail the
success of our 35th Reunion be-

fore having attended it—given that the copy dead-
line was April. But thanks to my senior seminar in
creative writing, I know that by carefully mining
the Class of ’73 News Form, I can help the reader
to imagine—unencumbered by plot—a chatty
gathering of Class of ’73 alums sharing mutual
fascination near a table of heavy hors d’oeuvres: 
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Norm Solomon has his dream job as dean of
the Charles F. Dolan School of Business at Fair-
field U., and has also run three full and eight
half-marathons (which would be seven FMEs or
Full Marathon Equivalents). His fondest Cornell
memory is the chime concerts, and he’d enjoy
hearing from Bill Lewek. Edna McCulloch Oak-
ley lives in Clear Lake, IA, with husband Fred and
volunteers as a produce educator at the local
farmers market. (Has it come to the point that
vegetables mystify even Iowans?) Edna also owns
a Morgan horse and serves as secretary of the
Carriage Driving Club. With both children safely
in grad school, there was time for an Alaska
cruise last summer. The friend she’d most like to
see—Consuelo Reyes Barra.

Jill Simandl Regan lives with husband Mark
in Westfield, MA, and has been a full-time oncol-
ogy nurse for 33-plus years. She has fond memo-
ries of Manhattan, wishes that the Nursing school
had never closed, and can’t imagine a better
career. She’d like to hear from Robin Story Pow-
ers and Wendy Silberstein Simmons. Michael
Nozzolio, MS ’77, is an attorney serving his
eighth term as senator from New York’s 54th Dis-
trict (the Fightin’ 54th), which includes Cornell.
He serves on the Crime Victims, Crime, and Cor-
rection Committee, which explains why Ithaca is
among the safest places in New York. He’s also
been named to the Cornell Council and received
honorary doctorates from Hobart and William
Smith Colleges.

Ralph Budd, MD ’77, is a professor of medi-
cine at the U. of Vermont and lives in Hinesburg,
VT, with wife Lenore (Fritz) ’75, MS ’83. Not
much spare time for  his music hobby (he misses
his undergrad days at the keyboard of the mighty
Sage Chapel organ), but he does manage to com-
pose a little music while editing the eighth edi-
tion of the Textbook of Rheumatology. Denise
Meridith is the retired Arizona director of the
Bureau of Land Management and author of
Thoughts While Chillin’ (www.thoughtswhilechillin.
com)—but did she actually retire? No! She serves
as executive director of the Epilepsy Foundation
of Arizona, runs a consulting firm, and accepts
the unconditional love of her two Cairn terriers,
Mulder and Xander. Tim Flanagan, a survivor of
the Collegetown tear gas attack of ’72, is now a
partner in the litigation department of Cullen &
Dykman, NYC’s oldest law firm. So whoever gave
the order to disperse is lucky the statute of limi-
tations is up. He lives in Connecticut with wife
Nancy and three daughters, and plays bass with
the group Bob’s Your Uncle, which is—as I think
everyone knows by now—Fairfield County’s num-
ber three party band.

William Britz is a program manager for Ray-
theon Technical Services Co., and spends as much
time playing with granddaughter Amelia and plan-
ning his Florida retirement home as his skiing and
surfing commitments allow. He’s looking for Bob
Mjos, Wayne Grandner, and Todd Weber. Marcia
Clark Arem lives in Merion, PA, with husband
Lawrence, and practices pediatrics part-time.
Youngest child Jake ’11 is a freshman at Cornell.
Daughter Hannah graduated in ’06 with a degree
in Anthropology and is studying public health at
Johns Hopkins. The entrepreneur of the family is
oldest son Nat, who parlayed his poker player
database into a successful business.

Ann Prezyna lives here in Seattle in a house-
boat with husband Gordon Lewis, and works as
deputy regional counsel for the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, where she crusades against waste,

fraud, and abuse. She escapes the relentless drizzle
at Rancho Gulag, her Arizona ranch, wrangling rat-
tlers and raising native grasses. She remembers the
Vietnam protests and would like to make contact
with Barbara Benson. Donald Orlovsky is a trial
lawyer in West Palm Beach, FL, and writes screen-
plays after hours. He’s raising three kids and await-
ing the return of his oldest son from Iraq. His big
project is a new home in Costa Rica along the cen-
tral Pacific coast, but his wish is to be sailing in the
Virgin Islands and blissfully in love. It’ll happen.

Douglas Van Auken lives in Schodack Land-
ing, NY, operating a small family farm and working
with special needs adults. He promotes festivals of
traditional music and dance, and wants to hear
from Bertha Hernandez. Greg Kishel is a US Bank-
ruptcy Judge, Minnesota District, and just com-
pleted a seven-year term as chief judge. He and
wife Karin live in St. Paul, and when he isn’t sort-
ing out debts, he researches Minnesota’s Polish-
American immigrant communities. He’s consulted
on court improvement projects in Kosovo and
Bosnia and helped take Mesaba Airlines through
Chapter 11. He’d like to hear from James Cornell.
Rex James lives with wife Kim in Sarasota, FL, and
is on the cutting edge of the energy revolution as
VP of market development at SolarDirect.com. He
loves the idea of making money saving the
world—to think we once thought the two incom-
patible—and would like to find freshman room-
mate Dimitrije Milovich.

Marjorie Klein lives with husband David Doar
and is a data quality manager for British Telecom.
She’s active at the local homeless shelter, takes
full advantage of the Kennedy Center and the
Smithsonian, and with one child in Israel and
another at Tufts, is well on her way to empty nest-
hood. John Urbach lives in Richmond, VA, with
wife Cheryl Krueger and is in charge of residency
education in the VCU Health System psychiatry
department. He proofreads his wife’s books,
spends summers traveling, and is tempted to live
in New Zealand. He has happy memories of walk-
ing up Libe Slope on a snowy morning, and won-
ders where Leonard Slater might be.

The Most Exotic Return Address award goes
to Ashok Khanna, who is married to Neelam and
runs Ananda in the Himalayas on the outskirts of
New Delhi, which was voted the World’s Number
One Destination Spa—for three consecutive
years—by Condé Nast Traveller UK. It offers noth-
ing less than “sanctuary of the mind and body in
the mystical embrace of the Himalayas.” Like
climbing Libe Slope in winter! But life isn’t all
meditation and golf—he’s busy opening a chain
of business hotels in various Indian cities.

Finally, the rarely awarded Subterranean Pur-
chase Award goes to Fermo Jaeckle, who bid on
a large cave located underneath a million-dollar
suburban Nashville vacation home seized by the
Drug Enforcement Task Force. The cave came con-
veniently equipped with a high tech climate con-
trol system that once nurtured 1,000 robust
cannabis specimens until someone noticed the

power bill. As the co-founder of Wisconsin cheese
marketer Roth Kase, Fermo is committed to put-
ting the cave to some legal use, perhaps involv-
ing wine or mushrooms.

As for our 35th Reunion—I can confidently
report that as many of you as attended rekindled
acquaintances, tried to remember what the U-Halls
used to look like, marveled at the changes in insti-
tutional cuisine . . . and wondered for a moment
how different life might have been but for the
whim of an unknown admissions officer. Stay

tuned to the Sept/Oct issue for a full Reunion
Report. Dave Ross, dave@daveross.com;
Phyllis Haight Grummon, phg3@cornell.edu.

c

‘At least four Cornellians rode 
in the 25th El Tour de Tucson.’Steven Seifert ’72

74 Tick, tick, tick. One year and
counting to the next reunion—our
35th. Remember how the Class of

1944 looked at our 5th Reunion in 1979? They
seemed positively ancient. Now, it’s 1974’s turn to
play the role of old-but-not-yet-hopelessly-infirm
returnees for the Class of ’04 when we gather in
June 2009. Mark your calendar: Thursday to Sun-
day, June 4-7, 2009. In Ithaca, rain or shine.

Please try to commit and sign up early.
Here’s why: Cornell doesn’t know what to do with
the Class of ’74. We tend to give more, which
Cornell likes, and show up for reunions in far
greater numbers than the classes preceding us,
which Cornell also likes but after a third of a
century still doesn’t fully fathom. That is why our
class sometimes winds up housed in multiple
dormitories. So if Cornell has an early indication
that this will again be a big Class of ’74 turnout,
it’s a help to everyone.

Some two dozen classmates took part in the
annual Cornell Association of Class Officers (CACO)
weekend in Philadelphia last February (a three-year
run that has been extended another two years
now). We shared reception space Friday at the
Atwater Kent Museum with the classes of 1970-75,
then gathered Saturday to begin planning in
earnest for reunion. Among those attending the
CACO weekend were Dick Doyle, Joan Saltsman
Oelschlager, Betsy Beach, Jack Wind, Bill and
Gwen Howard, Kris Rupert, Ellen Perlmutter,
Richard, MBA ’76, and Nancy Miller Clifford ’73,
MA ’76, Mike Murphy, Marleen Kay Davis, BArch
’76, Dale Lazar, JD ’77, Jaclyn Spear, John Foote,
Helga Waldmanis Toriello, Mike Sansbury, Bill
Quain, Lois Fish Niland, MBA ’78, Sandy Smith,
MS ’80, and Lynne Moscowitz Glasser, MAT ’75.

Joe Dos Santos, MEng ’75, of Marietta, GA,
checks in: “Upon graduation in 1975 I took an
engineering position at Dravo Corp. with other
ME ’75 Civil Engineers Steve Sawle and Andy
Siminerio. I have lost touch with them. Infre-
quently I have kept in touch with my closest Cor-
nell friend Larry Dannenberg, MS ’76.” Joe
married Maria in 1972, and they have children Amy
Christine (Alabama ’04), Marcus Joseph (MIT ’02),
and Andrew Manuel (Alabama ’08). Joe now runs
Dos Santos Int’l in Atlanta, “selling and installing
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our proprietary sandwich-belt high-angle [mate-
rials] conveying systems throughout the world.”

Kathryn Kolbert was named president of Peo-
ple for the American Way, “the national advocacy
organization dedicated to preserving constitu-
tional liberties and promoting American values.”
She has been senior research administrator at
Penn’s Annenberg Public Policy Center and exec-
utive producer of “Justice Talking” on NPR. Deb-
orah Rumble Flanagan, MBA ’76, writes, “I work
part-time managing a friend’s law office while to-
tally rebuilding from the ground up a house my
husband and I bought as a fixer-upper that end-
ed up being a tearer-downer. We officially end
paying higher education tuitions this June when
my oldest son graduates from medical school and
my youngest finishes her master’s in early child-
hood education. My middle son works for Sun Life
Financial in Boston as a wholesaler for annuities.
Sadly, no Cornell grads among them.”

Michael Dunne writes, “I have not been to
campus in about 20 years, but my high school
daughter, currently ranked eighth in California,
is being recruited to Cornell for distance running.
So a trip to Ithaca could be in my near future.
You can imagine how excited I am. After gradu-
ating, I went to UCLA and completed my mas-
ter’s in exercise physiology and biomechanics. I

now coach girl’s running full-time at San
Clemente High School and for a USATF team,
South Coast XC Elite.” Jody Kraatz Paduch is an
occupational therapist at a long-term psych unit
at the Massachusetts Dept. of Mental Health.
Husband Dave ’75 continues at Hamilton Sun-
strand in Windsor Locks, CT. “Our kids are all
grown up,” she writes. “Jeff lives in London, Amy
is an events manager at the Gramercy Park Hotel
in NYC, and Chrissy works in consulting in D.C.
No weddings. No grandchildren. We are healthy,
for which I am most grateful.”

Martin Lesser of East Rockaway, NY, direc-
tor of the biostatistics unit at Feinstein Inst. for
Medical Research, North Shore-LIH Health Sys-
tem, was recently promoted to clinical professor
of biostatistics in the Dept. of Public Health at
Weill Cornell Medical College. James Connor of
Annandale, VA, is a tax partner at Pricewater-
houseCoopers and enjoys long-distance running.
Jacqueline Dolat of Anchorage, AK, flies a Piper
Super Cub, just completed building a retirement
home on the Kenai River (in Alaska), and works
as an engineer for Nana-Colt, “leading the efforts
of upgrading and replacing critical safety systems
at the North Slope oil production facilities.”

From her days at Cornell, Helen Bendix of
Pacific Palisades, CA, recalls (and we quote the

boyfriend part verbatim) “the beauty of campus;
my boyfriends, including my husband; building a
huge snow dragon on the Arts Quad that was
photographed in the Sun; and playing the
Brahms Requiem with Karel Husa.” Helen is a
judge in L.A. Superior Court. She enjoys running
and swimming, and is first violin in the Palisades
Symphony. She’s doing a lot of trials, most re-
cently an asbestos case, and chairs the country’s
largest court-annexed ADR (alternative dispute
resolution) program. “I love my job and my fam-
ily and I wish I had more free time,” she says.
Helen, you are not alone.

Barbara Gales works “delivering and enhanc-
ing the healthcare of our veterans in need” in
Montgomery, AL, as a staff physician for the Dept.
of Veterans Affairs. In her spare time, Barbara en-
joys spa clubs, traveling, and reading. From Cor-
nell days, she remembers “the peaceful serenity of
viewing the city from the top of the university,
and waddling around in the snow.”

Jodi Sielschott Stechschulte writes that
husband John is one of the team doctors for the
NHL’s Columbus (OH) Blue Jackets. “I see class-
mate Walt Guenther, MBA ’75, and his wife
Lynda (Roth) ’76 almost every day—they live
across the street. Lynda is the tech director of
the school where I’m now working.” Jodi and

John’s daughter Lynn ’09 com-
pleted her junior year at Cornell
and has discovered “the joys of liv-
ing in Collegetown and walking up
Buffalo Street daily. She is an offi-
cer of A Xi D, a relatively new so-
rority on the Hill, where Greek life
is thriving.”

Anne Fletcher’s book, Weight
Loss Confidential: How Teens Lose
Weight and Keep It Off—And What
They Wish Parents Knew, was re-
leased in paperback by Houghton
Mifflin along with the new Weight
Loss Confidential Journal. Beth
Saltzman Aaronson of Lynnfield,
MA, completed a three-year volun-
teer term as northern New England
regional president of Hadassah and
continues on Hadassah’s national
board. She looks forward to pursu-
ing gardening, painting, and music.
Beth and husband Michael ’73
have already made plans for re-
union, even though it comes three
days after son Ben’s planned wed-
ding. “We are not retiring any time
in the near future,” she says. “We’ll
need another dozen years to pay
back the accumulated expenses of
putting three through college and
graduate schools!”

No good deed goes unpun-
ished: Marleen Kay Davis will take
over the class website. If you have
digital photos from your days at
Cornell—er, photos you’ve scanned
to make digital—we’d love to have
them for the site. If possible,
change the filename to describe
what the photo shows, and the
people in it. E-mail us for infor-
mation on this . . . and, please,
send news. Bill Howard, wkh2@
cornell.edu; Betsy Moore, emoore@
cazenovia.edu; or Steve Raye,
spr23@cornell.edu.

c

Feather in His Cap
Philip Terzian ’74

T wenty-six poems fill the pages of Philip Terzian’s first children’s book, Alphabet Birds.
Under the letter “Q” (for quail):

All of my feathers
Lie in their place
Except for the one
That hangs in my face

Self-published by Terzian, a
California-based engineering con-
sultant and longtime amateur bird
photographer, the glossy, hard-
cover book features his color pho-
tos along with the verses. All but
a few of the species—from avocet
to cormorant, egret to flamingo—
are native to the San Francisco
Bay Area, where Terzian got most
of his shots. Terzian, who credits
bird watchers’ Internet postings
for helping him find his subjects, uses a 500-millimeter lens on a tripod. “I’ve got a couple
of friends who are into this as well,” he says, “and sometimes it’s fun to slip a bottle of wine
into the backpack and go out with them.”

Getting enough photos wasn’t a problem; he had more than 200 images by the time he
decided to write the book. The most challenging aspect, he says, was finding photos for “X”
and “Z.” “I really had to scratch my head over those two,” Terzian admits. Some imagina-
tive thinking helped him design the “X-Ray Bird,” a skeleton, and the “Zebra Bird,” a clumsy
blackbird that has walked into a freshly painted white fence. Although he created the images
on a computer, Terzian says with a laugh, “A lot of people have asked, ‘Did you really paint
white stripes on that poor bird?’”

— Meghan Ownbey ’08
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75 As I write our column for sum-
mer publication, spring has ar-
rived early in the Washington,

DC, area, making me wonder how I ever survived
those cold winters on the Hill. Two years ago, DGs
from ’75, ’74, and ’73 enjoyed a fantastic journey
through historic Charleston, SC—home of Susan
Corner Rosen. In March 2008, our group met
again in San Diego for another amazing mini-
reunion. Coordinated by Diane Kopelman Ver
Schure ’74, attendees this year included MaryAnn
Lattin-Smith, Elyse Byron, Mary Alice Curry
Bankert, Mary Berens ’74 (who visited with me
in D.C. in April), Chris Shiber ’74, Betsy Beach
’74, Ellen Isaacs ’74, Carol Monro Selig ’74,
Chris DePaolo Baumbach ’74, Wendy Weingarten
Miller ’73, MBA ’74, Karen Broten Sieburgh ’73,
Margaret Weaver Jordan ’73, and Stephanie
Sokol Beck ’73, who all spent three glorious days
walking through Balboa Park and Torrey Pines,
visiting the San Diego Zoo, shopping, wining and
dining, and catching up on the past two years.

Our class was well represented at the CACO
Mid-Winter Meeting in Philadelphia in February.
Elizabeth Moore moderated the kick-off event,
entitled “Varied Voices: Study Abroad: Interna-
tional Outreach,” and two other classmates took
the mic to pose questions. Vickie Thaler Vaclavik
(vickie.vaclavik@utsouthwestern.edu), our class
secretary, traveled from Dallas to attend the CACO
meetings. While teaching nutrition students at
the U. of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at
Dallas, she has been working hard on the third
edition of Essentials of Food Science, published
in December 2007 by Springer in NYC. This book
will be used with the sixth edition of her lab
manual, Dimensions of Food, co-written by two
retired Cornell professors. Vickie reports that her
family is doing well, with one son almost ready
to graduate from college.

Fellow Virginian Jerald Pinto is director, cur-
riculum products for CFA Inst. in Charlottesville,
where he develops and maintains the education-
al materials for the organization. He’s recently
taken up the study of the violin. Jerry would love
to hear from David Levner, so send him an e-
mail today at jerry.pinto@cfainstitute.org. Also
in Virginia are Jonathan ’71, JD ’74, and Ruth
Zafren Ruskin, who live in Falls Church. For the
past 21 years Ruth has been in group private
practice in psychotherapy, specializing in anxi-
ety disorders and depression, and is also presi-
dent of a small family foundation focusing on
renewable energy. Now that her children are
grown, Ruth spends more time on her interests:
taking courses from the Teaching Co. that she
didn’t have time to take at Cornell, gardening,
reading, and staying fit. Jonathan is an attorney
for the Navy, and unlike many, has no plans to
retire anytime soon.

A substitute teacher in Falmouth, ME, Jane
Rabbino Miller also works part-time at the Fal-
mouth Town Hall. She has enjoyed golf, volun-
teering at the Portland Ronald McDonald House,
and her recent travels to St. Maarten, Hawaii,
Palm Desert, and Las Vegas. Jane (jbn9@cornell.
edu) asked to hear from Laurie Clemente Milnor
(Laurie.Milnor@shoptalk2000), who also checked
in with news this month. Laurie and business
partner Nancy Kiesendahl Bloch ’71 are princi-
pals with Shop Talk 2000 in Alton, IL. The firm
provides sales evaluation and training services to
the hospitality industry. Mother of a 7-year-old,
Laurie says she needs more sleep, but manages to
spend what little spare time she has with travel

and the St. Louis Symphony. She also serves on
the board of the Library Foundation and the Par-
ent Association at the Montessori School.

Saving the planet one bird at a time as VP,
Gulf Coast with the National Audubon Society, G.
Paul Kemp (pkemp@audubon.org) has been busy
restoring the Mississippi River and Delta. Paul and
wife Linda Fowler reside in Baton Rouge, where he
works after-hours to help rebuild New Orleans and
also refinishes furniture. Deep in the humid South,
Paul’s memories wander to the glories of spring on
the Cornell campus and cross-country skiing on
moonlit nights. Saving newborns is the mission of
Marjorie Curtis-Cohen, a neonatologist at a large
community hospital. When not practicing medicine,
she enjoys cooking, travel, community affairs,
reading, and exercise in Abingdon, PA. Marjorie is
married to classmate Marc Cohen. Their son Daniel
will be following the family’s Cornell tradition this
fall, with a slight twist—he’ll be in the Engineer-
ing college rather than Arts & Sciences.

We’ve heard from a few of our “legal eagles”
in the class as well. Stephen Maish, MBA ’77, prac-
tices construction law in Chicago and northwest
Indiana with the firm of Maish & Mysliwy. He’s
come a long way from pot-washer, student man-
ager, and business manager at the Sage Hall din-
ing facility as a student! While Stephen’s practice
keeps him busy six days a week with few “after-
hours” activities, he does enjoy the companion-
ship of his first grandchild. I was glad to hear from
Joel Helmrich, MBA ’76, who had spent many an
hour with my roommate Corinne Nicholson and
me sophomore year. Joel’s a partner with Meyer,
Unkovic & Scott, specializing in bankruptcy and
creditor’s rights in Pittsburgh. He enjoys spending
time with wife Barbara and traveling to Yale to vis-
it their son during football season. Recollections
of his trips to the Straight, parties at Sigma Chi,
and visits to the infamous Hot Truck all bring a
smile to his face! Folks can contact Joel at jmh@
muslaw.com, including Paul D’Onofrio, JD ’78,
whom Joel is hoping to hear from.

Cheryl Kuttenkuler Beece is an associate in
the small law firm of Parisi & Patti in White Plains,
NY, where legal research and writing skills are put
to work “getting those favorable decisions for the
client.” Her life outside the firm is hectic, driving
her teenage daughter to social events and driving
her sons back and forth to Cornell and RPI. She
has managed to find time to take the family to
Florida for a vacation with her brother and friends.
Cheryl recalls fond Cornell memories of football
games, good company, and good times in the
stands! Neal and Suzanne Heller Haber write from
their new home in Croton-on-Hudson, NY, after an
electrical fire in July 2005 devastated their origi-
nal home. Fortunately, no humans were there at
the time, although two cats were lost. Thankful for
the love and support they received from family,
friends, and community, they are now settled into
a new house that is slowly becoming “home,”
complete with two new kittens. Meanwhile, they
are proud of their older son Alex ’08, a College
Scholar majoring in Comparative Literature. He’ll
spend a year or two in the nonprofit sector before
heading to graduate school. Younger son Gregory
is a high school senior planning to study environ-
mental sciences—and hoping that it will be in
the Ag college at Cornell! Suzanne and Neal have
really enjoyed being back on campus during the
past four years, visiting their old haunts and get-
ting to know some new ones, and they would love
to hear from you, too. Write to them at ndhaber@
optonline.net and shab2@optonline.net.

We’d love to hear about what you’ve been
doing since you were last in touch. Send your
news to: Joan Pease japease1032@aol.com;
Deb Gellman, dsgellman@hotmail.com; Karen
DeMarco Boroff, boroffka@shu.edu; and Mitch
Frank, mjfgator@aol.com.

c

76 We are a little light on news for
this deadline because of the tim-
ing of the News Forms mailing. I

sent out a plea to some of you, and I appreciate
your responses. Feel free to e-mail any of us—Lisa,
Pat, or Karen—during the year if you have news.

In response to my e-mail, Allen Wolf, MBA
’77 (allenwolf@yahoo.com) wrote that he had not
submitted anything in 20 years, but he does have
news. Allen has just repatriated to the US from
Thailand, where he completed 2-1/2 years as re-
gional HR director for Ford Motor Co. in Asia Pacif-
ic and Africa. He retired on January 1 and traveled
to China, Vietnam, the Maldives, the Philippines,
and Japan before coming home to Michigan. Lucia
Bliss has just returned from the AFP Int’l Confer-
ence in San Diego. She is the major and planned
gifts manager for WPBS-TV in Watertown, NY, and
had geared up for the All Star Auction, a nine-day
event at the station that began on Saturday, April
19. Lucia is serving on the board of the Cornell
Alumni Association of Central New York, and enjoys
living in Sackets Harbor, NY, on the shores of Lake
Ontario in the beautiful Thousand Islands region.

News from last September, and more recent
news as well, comes from Dan Dwyer. Members of
the Class of ’76 from the undefeated freshman
football team of 1972 held their 35th Reunion at
Schoellkopf Field this past September 15. This was
prior to the opening night 38-14 win against Buck-
nell. Coached by head baseball coach Ted Thoren
(Ithaca College ’49), the 6-0 frosh reunion was
hosted by Steve Garcia, Dan Dwyer, and Coach T-
squared at Schoellkopf Hall and Kite Hill. Classmates
in attendance were Don Fanelli, Bob Grasso, Dick
Holtzman and wife Sheila (Kennedy) ’73, MBA
’74, Scott Millhouse, Mark and Helene Vacca Kap-
sky, Mike Liepke, Mike Sandul, Tom Hatzis, Bob
Hall, Al Ciambrone, and Paul Bzdak. Walter Scott
’74, MPS ’83, the team manager, and the assistant
coaches were also there, along with nearly a dozen
fellow Cornellians and their spouses from the ’50s
through the ’90s. George Dentes, JD ’79, the for-
mer district attorney of Ithaca who died in October
2006, was a member and co-captain of the team.
Festivities included a luncheon on Tanner Terrace,
a visit to the remodeled locker rooms, and a Sun-
day morning brunch at the State Diner! A wonder-
ful time was had by all, including Steve and Rindy
Fox Garcia ’77, who also attended the first round
NCAA women’s basketball game against UConn at
the Arena at Harbor Yard, in Bridgeport, CT.

Kate Bronfenbrenner, PhD ’93, is the proud
parent of a working actor, son Daniel Bonthius.
He has been performing at the B Street Theater in
Sacramento, CA, since he graduated from Emerson
College with a BFA in musical theater in 2007.
Gail Geller has been promoted to full professor at
the Johns Hopkins U. School of Medicine. This is
relatively rare for a female social scientist. The
only reason this is newsworthy, she wrote, is that
there are very few full professors who don’t have
MDs (she has a PhD), and even fewer are women.
Most are male basic scientists, and she is a social
scientist. So this is a bit of a coup.

Amy Camardo Andersen is heading to Cam-
bridge, MA, in June to watch daughter Carrie
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graduate from Harvard with a concentration in
government, a certificate in health policy, and a
citation in Spanish. She will be heading to Hon-
olulu, HI, in August to teach for a year at the
Punahou School, which is the alma mater of Barack
Obama, Steve Case (founder of AOL), and other no-
tables. Her son Eric graduated from Duke in ’07 and
is a student at the U. of Illinois, Chicago School
of Dentistry. He will finish in 2011. Now that their
children are out of the house most of the time, she
and husband Charlie are singing in a 140-voice en-
semble called the Chicago Master Singers. They sing
sacred music, mostly larger works, and are prepar-
ing a repertoire to take on a ten-day concert tour
to the Provence area of France in July 2008.

Recently deciding to go back to graduate
school part-time at midlife, Rich Gallagher is
nearly halfway toward his degree in family thera-
py. His forthcoming book, How to Tell Anyone Any-
thing: The Power of Strength-Based Feedback, is
coming out from Amazon in 2009. It looks at us-
ing modern family therapy concepts in the work-
place. Rich and his wife Colleen are celebrating 30
years of marriage—and 35 years of being madly
in love—this spring, as well as his tenth year of
self-employment as a writer and seminar leader.

Lisa Diamant, Ljdiamant@verizon.net; Karen
Krinsky Sussman, Krinsk54@optonline.net; and
Pat Relf Hanavan, Relf@tds.net.

c

Mindy Schwartz (mschwart@medicine.bsd.
uchicago.edu) has a 17-year-old son who is look-
ing at colleges. Andrew Paul (apaul@enhanced
cap.com) lives in NYC. He is in the private equity
and venture capital business with a focus on
healthcare and information services. He has four
children, all still in high school. Andrew gets to
travel—he sent his e-mail to us from Aspen and
had been in Anaheim earlier in the week to watch
Cornell play Stanford in the NCAA tournament.
He has been on the Cornell board for eight years,
the length of the term, and is vice chairman of
the endowment committee, which has had a lot
of success over the last few years generating top
returns so the payout to the university could be
substantial. Andrew is sure that he will continue
to be active in Cornell activities in the future.

Steve Friedberg (stevefriedberg@yahoo.com)
works from his home in Lititz, PA, writing courses
for Oracle software. He had been traveling four
years non-stop teaching those courses. Steve is
enjoying staying at home and spending time with
his wife Kathy, and is looking forward to a couple
of family celebrations this summer and fall with
son Ben and daughter Elaine. Joyce Chiu (chiujc@
charter.net) is in the clinical research organization
area as a senior project manager for interactive
IT systems supporting global clinical trials. She
misses the world of science, engineering, and tech-
nology! Joyce’s son Ryan, 12, is trilingual (English,
Mandarin Chinese, and Spanish). Ryan’s interests
include computer games, piano, soccer, basketball,
and, like his mom, downhill skiing. Joyce teaches
at a weekend Chinese school and was previously
responsible for the school’s academic affairs and
curriculum design. She was invited to a delegation
to China in 2006 as a guest of the Chinese gov-
ernment, to exchange and learn about China’s
language teaching and culture and also do some
sightseeing. Joyce is currently translating a major
Chinese school textbook into English. Eugenie
Shen (eshen128@hotmail.com) lives in Hong Kong
and keeps in touch with the Asian/Asian Ameri-
can alumni in our class through an e-mail list.
Eugenie is currently the general counsel for AIG
Investments in Asia, except for Japan, and trav-
els extensively throughout the region.

Jonathan Honig (Jhonig@fkiwsb.com) cele-
brated his fourth child’s bat mitzvah in Curaçao
with family and close friends, enjoying the
Caribbean weather. Further travels took him to
Istanbul and a safari in Africa (Kenya and Tanza-
nia). Jonathan celebrated a major victory in the
Albany appellate court and will lead a section of
the NYS Bar Association that has been formed to
deal with mediation and arbitration. His oldest
son graduated from Cornell in 2006 and roamed
through Asia before settling in Kenya to work.
Don Lewis (info@wilddonlewis.com) is a profes-
sional photographer based out of Los Angeles. His
work can be seen at his website, wilddonlewis.
com. Ilana Levenson Schmitt (schmittcle@aol.
com) is a pediatrician and completed an MPH in
2007. She and her family moved from Ohio to
Amherst, MA, where Ilana works in Student Health
Services at UMass. She is joined by her husband,
three sons, and a dog.

Janet Simons (jlsimons@verizon.net) reports
that “life is good.” She remains optimistic about
the future and attributes that to the reinforcement
she gets from her family and friends. Michael and
Kim Friedman Landau are almost empty-nesters.
They have two sons: AJ, who attends Syracuse U.,
and Justin, still in high school. Mike practices
endodontics in Albany and works on cars, rides

motorcycles, and skis in his spare time. Kim
retired from social work practice in 1987 and
spent many years being a stay-at-home mom. She
also did volunteer work with the synagogue and
the school; this culminated in the presidency of
the Hebrew Academy of the Capital District. Kim
has also recovered from chronic pain syndrome
and then breast cancer, so she is looking forward
to the next stage of her life and whatever cause
may find her. Kim and Mike will celebrate their
27th anniversary in December.

Bija (formerly Barbara) Gutoff (bija@gutoff.
com) is a senior writer/editor at Mercy Corps, an
international relief and development agency
based in Portland, OR. She finds the work chal-
lenging, fun, and rewarding, and says it is great
to be contributing her skills to help people who
face daunting challenges in troubled regions of
Africa, Central and South Asia, and South Amer-
ica make better lives for themselves and their
families. Before taking on her current position,
Bija ran a successful freelance writing business,
serving mostly corporate clients. Angela DeSilva
(zamad1956@yahoo.com) attended the President’s
Council of Cornell Women meeting in Ithaca this
past March. Lorraine Heffernan was also there.
The following week, Angela went on a spring
break trip on the East Coast to visit colleges with
her son Andrew. She also went to Phoenix, where
she attended a seminar on employee benefits law.

Richard, JD ’80, and Anne Marie “Annie”
Knudsen Samuels (amk45@cornell.edu) live in
Concord, NH, and report that “life is good.” Anne
Marie is a member of the board of the Concord
Public Library Foundation, which is in the process
of long-range planning for a new library. She also
enjoys photography, scrapbooking, spending time
outdoors with her two Labrador retrievers, and trav-
eling abroad. She recently went to Provence, and
Anne Marie and Dick are planning a three-month
sabbatical abroad in the fall of 2009. Son Drew
graduated from Trinity College and is a teacher at
a charter school in Washington, DC; and Pete is at
Carleton College in Minnesota and has spent time
studying abroad in Egypt, Turkey, and Morocco.

I hope everyone had a great time at reunion!
Pepi F. Leids, PLeids@aol.com; and Cindy

Fuller, cjfuller@mindspring.com.
c

77 Send news to: Mark Petracca,
mppetrac@orion.oac.uci.edu;
Annette Mulee, annette@mulee.

com; or Howie Eisen, heisen@drexelmed.edu.
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78 By the time you read this col-
umn, our 30th Reunion will have
come and gone. Since this col-

umn was actually written before reunion took
place, please look for the full Reunion Report in
the upcoming Sept/Oct issue.

Stephen and Lenore Diamond Robins (info@
lenorediamondrobins.com) live in Boca Raton, FL.
Lenore is a painter and professional artist and has
had exhibits in the Wit Gallery (Lenox, MA), Art
Fusion Galleries (Miami), Gallery of Modern Mas-
ters (Arizona), and Golan-Lieberman Contemporary
(Illinois). She is also the president of the Artist’s
Guild of the Boca Raton Museum of Art. The
friends that Lenore made at Cornell are her fond-
est memory and she still keeps in touch with many
of them. C. William Tanzi (wtanzi@pepehazard.
com) has joined the wealth preservation practice
of Pepe & Hazard LLP as a partner, concentrating
on estate, tax, and asset protection. Donald
“Woody” Salkin (wsalkin@cliffscommunities.com)
lives in Traveler’s Rest, SC, with wife Stephanie
and sons Wilem, 2, and Benjamin, 5 months.
Donald also has a son that graduated from Tulane
with a master’s in architecture.

Lori Rothman (lrothman@Kraft.com) is a food
scientist at Kraft Foods. She helps in the develop-
ment of new products and in improving existing
ones. Lori and her husband Mark have two sons in
high school. Lori wrote a chapter in the book Con-
sumer-led Food Product Development by Woodhead
Publishing and is also a frequent industry speaker.
James Henry (jhenry@ephenry.com) moved to
Santa Barbara from Philadelphia last fall. James and
wife Susan have daughters Mary Kate, 6, and Quinn,
3. They love the outdoor recreation and overall
quality of life in their newfound hometown. James
also has a home on the Big Island of Hawaii and
has caught up with classmate Dave Monahan there.

79 Greetings and happy summer!
Let me start off by saying that
we need your news, and hope to

hear from you soon. John and Alison Colby Cur-
rie operate Oakridge Engineering and keep busy
providing engineering services to the natural gas
drilling and production industry in New York State.
Alison also is a breast cancer survivor and had the
exhilarating experience of climbing to the 19,340-
ft. summit of Mount Kilimanjaro, the highest peak
in Africa, as part of a fundraiser for the American
Cancer Society (ACS). Their group, “Journeys of In-
spiration,” consisted of cancer survivors and oth-
ers impacted by the disease, and their goal was to
climb the mountain and demonstrate that working
together allows people to achieve much more than
they can alone. They had three groups taking dif-
ferent seven- or eight-day routes up Mt. Kiliman-
jaro. They all reached the summit and ended up
raising more than $180,000 for the ACS.

Alison writes, “The Kili climb was a ‘life after
cancer’ celebration enabling me to prove that,
with luck and good medical care, survivors can lead
active lives.” In addition to raising money for the
ACS, the group assisted in providing supplies to a
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80 Some folks read
Class Notes col-
umns using the

“name scan” technique, whereby one
only reads sections containing names
known to the reader. This deprives
one of sharing in the riveting lives
being lived by most of one’s class-
mates. One should sit down and
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local African school, supported an orphanage, and
sponsored one of their trip’s porters by covering
his university tuition. Back in the US, Alison and
John enjoy getting together with Dave and Jane
Nadeau. Alison and John have two daughters, An-
drea, a member of the Williams College Class of
2010, and Maria, who will be a high school fresh-
man this fall. The Nadeaus have four children: An-
drew, a member of the Clarkson U. Class of 2010,
Patrick ’11, and Sarah and Peter, still at home.

Rodion Iwanczuk is a senior planner in the
Loudoun County (VA) Planning Dept. He moved
to Virginia from Florida, which had been home for
ten years. Rodion reports that he is happy to be
in Virginia, which is closer to friends and family
and even Cornell. The one thing he remembers
most fondly from his time at Cornell: “Late nights
at the Cornell Daily Sun.” Hannah Hanford has
joined the Virginia Center for the Creative Arts
(VCCA) as director of advancement. The VCCA is
one of the world’s foremost international retreats
for writers, visual artists, and composers, provid-
ing residential fellowships to more than 300
artists each year. Previously Hannah had been in
the healthcare field for 25 years, including 11
years as head of the Foundation of CVPH Medical
Center in Plattsburgh, NY.

Harris Lewin is a professor in the Dept. of
Animal Sciences at the U. of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign, and he is also the director of the uni-
versity’s Inst. for Genomic Biology. Harris, an
animal geneticist, is widely known for his research
in immunogenetics and comparative mammalian
genomics. Specifically, his laboratory has made
important discoveries on the organization of the
cattle genome and the nature of
chromosome evolution in mammals.
Recently, Harris was elected to the
Agricultural Section of the Royal
Swedish Academy of Agriculture
and Forestry, an organization made
up of no more than 210 Swedes
and no more than 75 foreign mem-
bers. Harris was the only American
in a group of seven new foreign
members elected at the Academy’s
December 2007 annual meeting. 

It’s not too soon to mark your
calendar and make plans to be in
Ithaca next year on June 4-7, 2009
for our 30th Reunion. Class officers
are already brainstorming about
various activities and venues for the
weekend’s events. You are welcome
to join in the planning process!
Have a great summer and don’t for-
get to send us your news at class
of79@cornell.edu so that we can
all keep in touch. Also, you can
write to any of us directly. Cyn-
thia Ahlgren Shea, cynthiashea@
hotmail.com; Cindy Williams,
cew32@cornell.edu; Kathy Zappia
Gould, rdgould@suscom.net.

c

read Class Notes beginning to end, instead of
simply looking for Ruth Bader Ginsburg ’54 or
Christopher Reeve ’74. One could grab a brewski
or a cup of herbal tea and while away the hours
with fascinating folks like Evelyn Wilkens, Leslie
MacKenzie Vasbinder, or Cao K. O, instead of
looking for Jimmy Smits, MFA ’82, or Roger
Clemens. Roger wasn’t even a Cornellian, for cry-
ing out loud! And neither was Brad Pitt . . . or
Vladimir Putin! So cut it out!

Kathy Hartley Tse is still working on fiber
optics systems at AT&T in New Jersey. She invites
her old friends to contact her at sktse @comcast.
net. Kathy corresponds with Holly Jander Williams
and Grace Sharples Cooke. She stays busy with
work and family. Evelyn Wilkens writes: “Follow-
ing 20 years as an editor and writer in nonprofit
and at the United Nations, I spent the last few
years as a full-time mom. This year I began work
as a consultant for the UN Development Fund for
Women. I also started an online bookstore, Cat-
birdbooks, through Amazon.com, which I hope to
grow and develop over the years. My main con-
nection with Cornell is through attending the
meetings of the Cornell Entrepreneur Network,
based in New York City.”

Rita Teutonico is working as an advisor for
Integrative Activities at the National Science
Foundation in Arlington, VA. She continues to
enjoy rowing and running. Recently, she attend-
ed the Shamrock Marathon in Virginia Beach, VA,
and caught up with Dick Barber and his wife
Jane. Rita ran the D.C. Half Marathon in March
2008 and set her own personal best time of
1:48:00. She has more runs planned this year and

hopes to run into other alumni, although pre-
sumably not at full speed.

Leslie MacKenzie Vasbinder writes that she
and her family “had a great time at the Florida Col-
lege Classic hockey tournament in late December
when the Cornell men’s hockey team played UMass
and Clarkson down in sunny Fort Myers, FL.” (Sun-
ny? Hockey? Florida? Oy!) The Vasbinder girls, Kel-
ly, 14, and Kimberly, 10, got to see the college
teams play and noticed a big difference between
Cornell hockey and NHL hockey, as represented by
the Tampa Bay Lightning games that they are used
to watching, “namely, good hits but no fists!”
Leslie’s friends brought their son, a Florida-born
high school hockey player, who was excited to meet
the team members during the Alumni Association
party. “The players were encouraging and we may
have a new hockey recruit for the Class of 2015!”

Cao K. O came to the US as a refugee from
Vietnam in 1975. He learned English, and a year
later he was at Cornell. Shaped by his turbulent
past, he dedicated himself to helping others. He
has been the executive director of the philan-
thropic Asian American Federation of New York
since its inception in 1990. His work earned the
2007 Leadership in Action Award from the W.K.
Kellogg Foundation. Last year the Jewish Commu-
nity Relations Council of New York invited him to
be part of a delegation to Israel. They met with
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, US ambassador
to Israel Richard Jones, and many Israeli officials.
The delegation visited Sderot and Safed, cities re-
cently attacked by rockets, and learned about se-
curity problems in the area. They had a moving
visit to Yad Vashem’s Hall of Remembrance, where

Juris Rocker
Lawrence Savell ’79

T he guitar came first—an acoustic six-string, circa 1976, that Lawrence Savell bought
with a scholarship check that was supposed to go toward his Cornell tuition. The
law career that inspired his music came a few years later. Now, Savell is a lawyer by

day and a musician by night. He’s often up late, writing and recording original songs that
satirize his job as a litigator for Chadbourne & Parke in New York City. Most of his songs are

inspired by everyday tasks—sifting through piles to
find the one document necessary to win a case, order-
ing take-out at his desk, reading legal citation manu-
als. “If I stopped coming to work,” he says, “I’d run
out of material.”

Savell is still using the guitar he bought in Ithaca;
his only formal training was a couple of group lessons
in Willard Straight Hall. So far, he’s sold more than
1,000 copies of his albums, which feature tunes that he
describes as “simple” and “hummable.” (They include a
love song entitled “She’s an Electronic Discovery” and
an ode to Perry Mason’s secretary, Della Street.) He
makes most of his sales online, through his website
(lawrencesavell.com) or amazon.com, or at his per-
formances at law firm parties and legal conferences.
But for Savell, selling albums isn’t the point. He says
lawyers often get a bad rap, and he wants to dispel
the myth that people in his field are consumed by

their careers. Says Savell: “We’re not as stuffy and as distant as we might be perceived.”
— Kara Cusolito

July | August 2008 85
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an eternal flame memorializes the victims of the
Holocaust. He writes: “The visit to Israel is one
of the most meaningful and memorable trips that
I have ever taken. I am very appreciative of the
very warm Israeli hospitality.” Please check out
the Asian American Federation at http://www.
aafny.org/.

Karen Ode Bennett left her life in Seattle,
where she worked as an engineer at Boeing for 23
years, to enjoy life in Maui with her husband Jeff.
Her favorite 50th birthday present was another
windsurfing sail, designed for winds approaching
30 miles an hour (most sails are designed for slow-
er winds). She and Jeff windsurf 180 days a year,
and Karen teaches the sport. One of her students
is also a skier whose dedication to fast, challeng-
ing sports is an inspiration to Karen, given the
fact that the student is an 80-year-old lady. If this
career change isn’t intriguing enough, Karen also
works at mind mapping using software called No-
vaMind. If you’re not familiar with mind mapping,
I can’t do it justice here, but Karen can at http://
www.pictureitsolved.com/resources/mindmaps.cfm.
Karen tells us, “I am interested in all kinds of vi-
sual tools, methods, and models that can help im-
prove communication and problem-solving. The
business world is starting to recognize how these

tools can help in all aspects of business.” I visit-
ed Karen’s website. Mind mapping is a useful con-
cept, and I encourage you to check it out.

Victor Todisco practices pediatric radiology
in Orange County, NY. He has five children rang-
ing in age from 2 years to 21 years. In his note
to me he pointed out that he has turned 50, and
that “also turning 50 this year are Prince, Madon-
na, and Michael Jackson, none of whom went to
Cornell. I bet some of our classmates can top
them.” By a long shot, Doc.

As a jaded curmudgeon it goes against my
grain to be uplifted, but that’s what writing these
columns does for me. I contacted the folks above
randomly, using a mailing list provided by Cornell
Alumni Magazine, and every one of them is living
a large life. They balance personal interests with
service to their communities, and they’re entering
their sixth decades devoid of moss, secure in the
knowledge that although you only have one shot
at life, if you do it right, once is enough.

At the time of this writing, Pope Benedict XVI
is in Washington, DC, where I live. People follow-
ing news of his visit are divided into two camps:
Roman Catholics and those concerned with how
he will affect traffic. The Popemobile maxes out at
about 10 miles per hour, and the police block the
intersections so he can run the red lights. That de-
livery of wine you were expecting for the evening’s
soiree in honor of the ambassador? Forget about
it—the catering truck can’t even get inside the
Beltway. Thinking of picking the kids up from St.
Albans? Ixnay! They’ve got hundred-dollar sneak-
ers, let them walk. Some folks are upset that the
Pope is saying Mass in the new taxpayer-funded

baseball stadium, but I say that the way the Nats
are playing, it can’t hurt. Washington: First in War,
First in Peace, Last in the National League East.
The “Blessing of the Bats” could be just what the
doctor ordered. Dik Saalfeld, rfs25 @cornell.
edu; Dana Jerrard, dej24 @cornell.edu; Tim
O’Connor, tvoc0744 @optonline.net; Cynthia Ad-
donizio-Bianco, caa28 @cornell.edu; and Leona
Barsky, Leonabarsky @aol.com.

c

and salmon come to feed on the massive schools
of bait fish on the Lake Michigan shoreline.”
Check out Ed’s website at fishwithcaptained.com.

Jane Sanders Markson resides in Allentown,
PA, and writes that her son will be attending
Connecticut College in the fall and playing on the
varsity squash team. Her middle daughter will
soon be a high school senior, and so, Jane says,
“we will be doing the college visit thing all over
again . . . praying that Cornell makes her list.”
Her youngest will be a freshman in high school.
Jane works as an in-house lawyer for a hospital
and health network, and she loves keeping in
touch with her sorority sisters/housemates Cathy
Cosentini Bonczek, Karen Prescott Dalby, and
Barb Amoscato Sabaitis. Jane also hears from
Sue Zloth, MPS ’83, who is happy in Colorado and
would like to hear from Jennifer Clark Rasmussen
and Karen Smith. In Philadelphia, Steve McGov-
ern, PhD ’93, is the chair of the political science
department at Haverford College, where he teach-
es classes on urban politics and mobilization pol-
itics. His wife Lisa is chair of the political science
department at St. Joseph’s U. Steve writes,
“How’s that for marital compatibility?” Their kids
Jack, 9, and Maria, 7, are happily engaged in Lit-
tle League, drawing, and riding their bikes.

Chris Mossey and wife Linda moved to Nor-
folk, VA, in June 2007 after a short year in
Hawaii. Chris is a rear admiral on active duty in
the Navy. Son Steve ’04 is a Cornell graduate, and
their daughter Rachael is a Tar Heel at U. of North
Carolina. Also in North Carolina, Lorraine DeBona
Marshall is busy with daughters Caty and Liz. Caty
is in high school and the family is touring col-
leges this summer. Liz will be a high school fresh-
man at the Early College at Guilford. Both girls are
award-winning nature photographers. Lorraine and
husband Steve have been antique dealers since
1996, and Lorraine also designs jewelry under the
name Bon-Bons Jewelry. Bob Parker and Warren
Schanback went skiing together in March to
Breckenridge, Keystone, and Arapahoe Basin. Bob
says, “We may have improved our skills since
those college afternoons at Greek Peak, but the
falls are now a lot more painful!” Warren and Bob
both work as independent investment analysts,
Warren in Northport, Long Island, and Bob in Fair-
fax, VA. They’re looking forward to a tropical 2009
party being planned with other classmates to cel-
ebrate everyone’s 50th birthdays!

Michael McCully writes that he has been liv-
ing in New York City for 27 years. His son Cameron
’10 just finished his sophomore year at Cornell, ma-
joring in Economics. Cameron has been a campus
tour guide for two years and is a member of Delta
Chi on the Knoll. The fraternity just completed a
gut renovation of their house, and it looks spec-
tacular. Mike’s second son is a senior in high school
at Friends Seminary in NYC. He is a four-sport var-
sity athlete: soccer, squash, tennis, and track. Mike
stays in close touch with Jonathan Levine, Jon
Pettee, Allan Murphy ’80, and Jim Evans ’82.

Renee Miller-Mizia is proud of her daughter
Alyse Mizia ’09, a member of the Cornell eques-
trian team that made it into the post-season,
competing for Cornell in the intermediate division
through regional and zone competitions. Alyse is
a student in the new Enology and Viticulture ma-
jor and also recently returned from a 10-day trip
visiting a dozen wineries in Chile as part of a
university-sponsored spring break trip. Renee
asks, “Where was this major when we were at
Cornell?” That’s all for now. Have a great summer
and keep in touch via e-mail. Kathy Philbinc

81 Greetings from Boston, where it is
finally sunny and warm! Can you
believe that Jenny and I have been

your class correspondents for 17 years, and Betsy
for 12? Back in 1991, we had to wait for your
news to be mailed to us from Cornell. Then we
had to type the column and mail it back to Cor-
nell. Early on, we couldn’t even fax. Now, we can
send out a quick e-mail to plea for news and get
the column back to Cornell in less than a day.
We’ve come a long way, baby!

For this column, I sent a plea to those with
last names from M to P. As always, thanks for your
quick response. Let’s start in California and move
east. Andy Malcolm continues to run his packag-
ing engineering consultancy in the San Francisco

Bay Area. No surprise, given the location, that his
clients are in the bio-pharm and wine industries.
Andy’s son heads off to college in the fall, plan-
ning a career in architecture. Daughter Kaitlyn is
a high school freshman and hopes to go to vet
school. Andy’s wife Lynn is an intensive care nurse.
He stays in touch with Phil and Mihie Kim Jones
and Dwight Dietrich. Mihie put together Andy’s
website, www.malcolmconsulting.com. John Mil-
liken lives in Irvine, CA, and works for Toshiba
America Information Systems as a VP of adminis-
tration. Jack’s daughter Hannah will attend Cornell
in the fall, joining the ILR Class of 2012. Last Au-
gust, Mike Preiss took a new job as a director of
corporate development at Cisco in San Jose, where
he helps the company with mergers and acquisi-
tions. In Long Beach, Brad Pollak is a managing
director at Executives Unlimited, a nationally rec-
ognized executive search firm. Brad writes that he
and his wife are busy with two young sons and an
“untrained beagle.” Brad recently saw his longtime
friend and Cornell classmate John Whitwell, a VP
at Marriott who lives in D.C.

In Chicago, Peer Munck is married to Jennifer
(Shachner) ’82. Their oldest, Erik ’11, is a fresh-
man at Cornell studying Architecture. Peer runs his
own management consulting company and started
MunckMusic, a company that produces and markets
live concert recordings for music festivals and bands
like the Allman Brothers, Bob Weir & RatDog, Bruce
Hornsby, and Little Feat. Ed Patnode writes that
he is preparing for the summer fishing season,
when he will be chartering boats. He writes, “The
steelhead are just starting to run up the Michigan
rivers, and it won’t be long until the brown trout

‘We may have improved our 
skills since college, but the falls 
are now a lot more painful!’Bob Parker ’81
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LaShoto, lashoto@rcn.com; Jennifer Read
Campbell, ronjencam@aol.com; Betsy Silverfine,
bsilverfine@comcast.net.

Writing from Hong Kong, Debbie Sopher Mat-
son, MBA ’87, is managing director of Links Re-
cruitment; husband Tim ’81, MBA ’87, is head of
fixed income for ING. They have three daughters
in three different schools with three different va-
cation schedules. Very complicated! Over the win-
ter holiday, the Matsons received a visit from Lori
Schreiber Kirschner and her family, after which the
whole gang took a trip to Bangkok. Debbie would
love to re-establish contact with Michael Bern-
stein, David Takacs, PhD ’94, and Alice Canning.

Soon after receiving Debbie’s interesting up-
date, I got an e-mail from Lori Schreiber Kirsch-
ner in which she confirmed the great time their
two families had in Hong Kong and Thailand. She
added that she is living in Atlanta with her hus-
band Ron and sons Josh and Brad, 17 and 15.
Lori juggles two positions, one as an adjunct pro-
fessor at Kennesaw State U., and the other as a
part-time HR director/special projects manager
for a local manufacturing facility. She mentioned
that she is looking forward to an upcoming Cor-
nell visit with her older son, which will be her
first visit back in 16 years.

Jeffrey Raff puts food on the table working as
an institutional salesman in the financial industry,
but his passion appears to be film and theater. He
and Jim Jermanok have produced a play called Two
Men Talking, which is playing in NYC at the Barrow
Street Theater. This is their second production to-
gether, as they have also produced an independ-
ent film called EM, which he expects will be out
sometime toward the end of 2008. Both classmates
are doing their best to keep the future Cornell
pipeline full: Joel has three daughters and Jeffrey
has two daughters and a son. Jeff also mentions
enjoying a recent opportunity to see Joel Simon,
JD ’85, who was in NYC from Paris on business.

Mike and Cathy Caliguire Marrero ’84 live
in beautiful Manchester-by-the-Sea, MA, with
their boys Tyler, 17, Trevor, 14, and Troy, 7. Mike
is the medical director of diagnostic imaging at
Exeter Hospital and president of Advanced Diag-
nostic Imaging. In addition, he also owns a med-
ical billing service and does freelance work for the
U. of Massachusetts Medical Center. Mike men-
tions that both high school age boys are at
Phillips Exeter, and Tyler is already eyeing Cornell.
Lastly, if you’re visiting the Boston area, Mike
generously, and apparently without reservation,
offers an open invitation. Plenty of room and five
minutes from pristine Singing Beach. Greg Par-
adiso regrets having missed reunion and offers to
make up for it by buying a beer for any ILRies or
Pikes who stop by his place in Parkton, MD. Greg
is married with four kids and works in York, PA,
for a global paper manufacturing company in cor-
porate compensation and benefits.

Rick Eno, who lives in the Boston area (Win-
chester) with wife Courtney and daughter Mar-
guerite, 2, met up with Andy Bjork and me over
the Easter holiday. Rick had recently begun a new
position as CEO of Metabolix, a company provid-
ing sustainable, clean solutions to the world’s
needs for plastics, fuels, and chemicals. If that
sounds like I got if off their website, I did. Rick
had just come from several days of analyst meet-
ings and was stuck in corporate speak, but using
well-honed techniques, Andy and I were able to
loosen him up and had a great time catching up.
John Pisacane, who is practicing dentistry in San
Jose, CA, was an early adopter of an advanced
dental technique called CEREC. This procedure uses
digital imaging and CAD/CAM technology to allow
completion of crown procedures in only one office

visit, a clear advantage for patients. Recently, he
had the pleasure of welcoming a contingent of
visiting Russian dentists who were interested in
learning about the most recent dental advances
in the US. As John notes, the cultures and poli-
tics may be different, but teeth are teeth. They
had a great time exchanging views, discussing
procedures, and getting to know each other.

In closing, I must remark that while our
class now seems to be full of CEOs, medical di-
rectors, professors, and other accomplished peo-
ple, I think that we will always remain, to each
other, a bunch of kids enjoying Cornell, not
wanting it to end, but looking forward to the op-
portunities that it has opened up. Thanks again
for the e-mails. They’re always a pleasure to read.

Steven Crump, spc25@cornell.edu; Douglas
Skalka, dskalka@npmlaw.com; and Mark Fernau,
mef29@cornell.edu.
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82 Thanks again to classmates who
took the time to pass on their
news. It’s been a bit like attend-

ing reunion via e-mail. Just in time to beat the
deadline, Bill Rowe sent in a quick update from
Hershey, PA. His son James just made the big de-
cision to follow in dad’s footsteps and will be
starting in the College of Arts & Sciences in the
fall. Ned and Anne Shuter Pride were thrilled to
share that their son William was accepted early de-
cision to Arts & Sciences. Unaware of the legal im-
plications, they told me that they intend to sell
William’s younger sister to pay the tuition. Speak-
ing from experience, I informed them that this is
often not possible, as the second child frequently
also selects Cornell, making him or her unsellable
and further compounding the finance problem.

Peer ’81 and Jennifer Shachner Munck are
busy raising three children (Erik ’11, Colby, 16,
and Jacklyn, 12) and are happy to report that Erik
loves the Cornell experience. As the Muncks wrote,
“What’s not to love?” Well, as I recall, there was
quite a bit of work and an exam or two, but our
children are all workaholic over-achievers who
enjoy a vigorous challenge, right? The Muncks are
still living in the Chicago area (Glencoe), where
Peer runs MunckMusic.com, a music production
company specializing in live recordings of bands
and festivals—like the Allman Brothers, Little
Feat, Bruce Hornsby, and the New Orleans Jazz
Festival. Working with children, Jennifer stays
busy teaching kindergarten enrichment programs.

From Silver Spring, MD, Denise DeConcini and
Bob Ramin, MBA ’85, report that daughter Peggy
will become a third-generation Cornellian when she
enrolls in August. This leaves son Danny in full
command of the household as he begins his soph-
omore year of high school. Denise is a pediatrician,
while Bob, in addition to being our class VP, is
both executive director of the National Aquarium
in Washington, DC, and director of federal relations
for the National Aquarium in Baltimore. Glenn and
Jill Ryer Powder are soaking up the Southern Cal-
ifornia life with their 13- and 14-year-old (hope-
fully future Cornellian) daughters Erin and Alicia.
Glenn and classmate Don Miller recently enjoyed
a double date, taking Alicia and Don’s daughter
Sarah to the high school daddy-daughter dance.

Lloyd Roberts, in his fourteenth year of mar-
riage to wife Elise, offers that they met through
a personal ad in the local paper, pointing out that
this approach actually works sometimes. They
have three girls and two boys, ages 11 down to
3, and live in Bellevue, WA, near Seattle, where
Lloyd is a nocturnal hospitalist at the Fred
Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, caring for the
stem cell transplant patients. By the time you
read this, however, Lloyd and his family will have
moved to Long Island, where he will be working
as an academic hospitalist at SUNY Stony Brook.
He says that they know few people in the Stony
Brook area and would greatly appreciate any con-
tact from Cornellians (especially those with chil-
dren that either babysit or enjoy playmates). He
comments that while they don’t have much time
to socialize, they have been able to keep in touch
with Cornellians Gwen Swarcz Hanson, Wally, MBA
’93, and Judy Chiang Hlawitschka, David Weiss,
Anthony Barone, Deborah Geis, Kathy Moore,
Jed Aber, and Alan Berman, BArch ’83.

83 After five years of bringing you
news of classmates’ comings and
goings, accomplishments and

promotions, announcements of sons and daugh-
ters going off to college, trips taken, and old
friends caught up with, I will be hanging up my
hat and retiring my pen as your class correspon-
dent. It has given me no small satisfaction to
reconnect with our alma mater and contribute,
even if only modestly, to Cornell’s growth and suc-
cess. And through serving in this role, I was able
to reacquaint myself with some old friends and
even make some new ones. Because of the lag in
our publishing schedule, I am writing this in April
before our big 25th Reunion held in June. Hope-
fully you had a chance to make it back to the Hill.
My fellow class officers worked hard these past
five years to make it a big success. Stay tuned to
the Sept/Oct issue for a full Reunion Report.

I thought I would take this opportunity to
share some words from other class officers on
their experience and insight into what it has been
like serving in their respective roles. Our class
president, Lisa Esposito Kok, says, “Being a class
officer was more fun, and not nearly as much hard
work, as one might think!” For Lisa, it was re-
freshing at times to take a break from everyday
life and reconnect to a source of fond and joyful
memories. An unforeseen benefit was that she of-
ten shared her efforts on behalf of Cornell with
her teenage son. As Lisa puts it, “Bit by bit, he
caught the Cornell bug, too! Now he has a clear-
er reason to study hard in high school—so he can
get into Cornell, hang out at the Straight, eat
PMPs, and joust in the Dragon Day competition.”

Mark Rhodes writes to say that being class
treasurer has allowed him to keep the ties of
friendship fresh over the years and was a “good
excuse” to reach out to old Cornell friends as well.
He said that he and his wife Kim (Osborn) always
have Cornell on their minds and were looking for-
ward to the 25th Reunion as the perfect time to
catch up with even more old friends and to share
experiences as we collectively all “try to handle
mid-life stresses and teenagers—which go to-
gether!” Mark is the senior lawyer for the M&A ad-
visory business at Citi Global Markets. While daily
life continues to be hectic, he still finds time to
play tennis and participate in white-water rafting
adventures, rock-climbing, and backpacking trips.
He serves as a leader of a high-adventure HS ven-
turing group. Kim now teaches sewing classes,
plays tennis, and is active in local politics and
community service after retiring from Wall Street
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life. Their son Chris, a senior in high school, is
thinking about college, finishing up his Eagle Pro-
ject, and playing lacrosse. Daughter Amanda is a
junior and travels the country playing in soccer
tournaments when she isn’t busy attending to her
busy social life. At some point, says Mark, they
will “stop and smell the roses—just not now.”

For Andy Sosa (our reunion co-chairman along
with Susan Wasserman Guerin), serving as a class
officer was so rewarding he has decided to re-en-
list for another five-year term. Andy says being
a class officer has allowed him to keep in touch
with the changes happening on campus and with
our fellow classmates. Says Andy, “I enjoy finding
out about all the amazing things ’83ers do. We
have folks running businesses in Jakarta, opening
markets in China, teaching agricultural techniques
in Africa, and raising a family in the D.C. suburbs.”
(That would be Andy.) He and his wife Dee
Longfellow have been married 20 years and have
two teenage daughters. Andy’s family was looking
forward to attending reunion and getting back to
visit Ithaca, which he says is “as beautiful as
ever.” They particularly fondly remember the beau-
tiful sunsets and walks in the gorges.

My co-correspondent Dinah Lawrence Godwin
admits she was a little nonplussed when she first
realized she had committed to a five-year posi-
tion, but it turned out to be a relatively easy
job—particularly because we could share the load.
Dinah has been living in Houston, where relative-
ly few of our classmates reside. So with the ex-
ception of reunions, having so much contact with
other classmates has really enhanced her sense of
having a connection to the university. Dinah re-
flects, “It’s been fun to hear from some of our
classmates regularly and keep up with the changes
in their lives over the last five years, but it’s par-
ticularly satisfying to hear from classmates who’ve
never before sent in news. I feel the column has
enhanced their connection to Cornell as well.”

Dinah reports that the next year in her life
will be very interesting as she prepares to send
her firstborn, Anna, off to college—although
probably not Cornell, as her daughter is drawn to
small liberal arts schools. Fortunately she still has
her younger daughter Sarah, 13, at home and will
be able to “continue the joys of carpooling and
weekends crammed with activities for a few
more years.” Dinah is settling into her new
management responsibilities as a social work su-
pervisor for maternal-child health services at a
local public hospital, while still maintaining her
focus on working with families of children with
special needs. Husband Griff is CFO for a resi-
dential substance abuse treatment program. The
couple recently celebrated their 20th anniversary
with a long-awaited dream trip to Italy.

If you have been thinking of becoming a class
officer, there may still be some positions open by
the time of this publication. Please contact Lisa
Kok at LisaEKok@aol.com. And I hope everyone
reading this will help the new class correspon-
dents, whoever they are, to start their term with
a bulging mailbag. Send in some news! After our
big 25th Reunion, there should be lots of stories
to tell. David Pattison, dpattison@earthlink.
net; and Dinah Lawrence Godwin, dinah.godwin@
earthlink.net.
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search process. Candie has been married for 22
years to Ed ’85, and they have sons Sean, 17,
and Brian, 13. Candie is a clinical social worker
and has a private psychotherapy practice in
Bolton, MA. Eileen Beattie Krieg is a radiologist
at Jersey Shore U. Medical Center in Neptune, NJ.
When she is not working, she travels with her
husband Joseph and their 11-year-old son.

Bob Frady is the VP for marketing for Live
Nation, the world’s largest concert promoter, Hol-
lywood, CA. He has two boys, ages 9 and 4, who
are “rock stars waiting to happen.” Bob keeps in
touch with Jeff Rollings ’85, a lawyer, and Tim
Galante, a consultant in Michigan. He also keeps
in touch with Steve Sutton and has heard from
Hank Tillman, who was recently deployed back
to Iraq. Bob was a member of the band My Three
Sons when we were at Cornell.

Alison Clark Levy writes, “When I was at Cor-
nell, I never dreamed that I would end up teach-
ing middle school, but I have, and I feel as if I
have the best job in the world. I teach social stud-
ies to 7th and 8th graders at Essex Middle School
in Essex Junction, VT, and am having a blast help-
ing students find and explore connections between
the past and their lives today. My 7th graders re-
cently conducted a mock primary election for our
school, complete with official voting booths. They
loved it and can’t wait to run the election in the
fall. What a great time to teach social studies! My
husband Max and I have four children who are
growing up and moving out of the house now. Son
Max is graduating from the New England Art Inst.
in Boston this May and currently drums in two dif-
ferent bands around Boston. Son Julian recently
returned from a NOLS semester in the Amazon and
is heading off to Temple U. in the fall. Our two
daughters Anne and Meg are sophomores in high
school and are excited to have found the inde-
pendence that comes with driver’s licenses and
brothers moving out of the house!”

Amy Brunger Lago joined the Washington
Post Writers Group as the comics and promotions
editor in August 2004. The writers group is the
syndication arm of the Washington Post. Before
the move to D.C., Amy and her husband spent sev-
eral months cruising the Florida Keys and Bahamas
in their 43-foot sailboat. They’ve since sold that
boat, which they had lived aboard for two years
(including the cold and snowy winter of 2002-03
in New York Harbor) and downsized to a 30-foot-
er. Amy currently edits comic strips like “Pickles”
and “Opus,” as well as their editorial cartoonists
and their humor columnist. She writes, “Editing
humorists is, I imagine, rather like herding cats.
Still, I get paid to sit in my office and read
comics all day.” Amy was also Charles Schulz’s last
editor, and she appeared in the American Masters
documentary that aired back in October. She was
also interviewed for the recent biography Schulz
and Peanuts by David Michaelis.

Richard Logan and his wife Danika live in
Southbridge, MA. They’ve been there for about six
years now and are in the process of restoring an
old farmhouse. They “foolishly” thought they’d
have the restoration completed in five years, but
then their son Ulysses was born a year after they
bought their dream house. “If you’ve ever seen
The Money Pit you’ll understand our ongoing ad-
venture.” Richard adds that their house sits on 27
acres of “the finest swampland Southbridge has to
offer.” The property is a remnant of a 200-acre
farm deeded to the Morse family by the king in
the early 1700s. “The place has a real sense of his-
tory and is surrounded by thousands of acres of

watershed. We couldn’t ask for a better place to
bring up a little boy. Danika is a full-time farmer
growing vegetables and pumpkins. If you’re ever
in Southbridge, be sure to stop by Mapleshade
Farm.” Meanwhile, Rich is running for a seat on
the town council this year. “Southbridge is an old
mill town that’s seen better days, but I think it
has a bright future. My goal is to convince a com-
pany like Raytheon to move to Southbridge. We
have an abundance of land, low taxes, and low
housing costs. If your company is looking for a
new home, come to Southbridge and vote for me!”

Mario Larach and Frank Infelise, MS ’86,
have teamed up and cofounded Kai BioEnergy Inc.
(KAI), a San Diego-based alternative biofuel com-
pany competitively positioned to become a lead-
ing large-scale commercial producer of economical
biodiesel crude oil from micro-algae biomass.
“The key for micro-algae biodiesel to become a
realistic alternative biofuel is the ability to eco-
nomically produce high yields of micro-algae bio-
mass, and KAI holds the commercially proven,
patented technology to do so. KAI’s proprietary
cost-efficient open reactor and continuous pro-
duction system provides 40 times the operating
and 10 times the capital cost advantages over
existing technologies. At scale, KAI will produce
biomass crude for $69 per bbl.” Karla Sievers
McManus, Klorax@comcast.net; Lindsay Liotta
Forness, fornesszone@aol.com. Class website,
http://classof84.alumni.cornell.edu.
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84 Candie Johnson Killackey re-
cently had the pleasure of vis-
iting the Cornell campus with

her son Sean, who is immersed in the college

85 Spring is beginning to bloom in
New York City as I write this col-
umn, and by the time you read

it, it will be hot and steamy here. This column will
be short because our long lead time means that
we haven’t started receiving your most recent
news. If you haven’t done so yet, go find the
News Form that came with the class’s annual
springtime News and Dues mailing and let us know
where you live, who you’ve seen recently (and who
you’d like to see), what you’ve been up to this
summer, and anything else you’re willing to share.
Also, you can e-mail Joyce or me any time of year
at the addresses at the end of this column.

Rob Tchack lives in Cumming, GA, with wife
Leonora and their 1-year-old Yorkie, Aphrodite.
Cumming is a picturesque suburb of Atlanta. After
a 17-year career with a large New Jersey law firm,
Rob now manages his own commercial litigation
law practice. My fellow class correspondent Joyce
Zelkowitz Cornett recently relocated from Florida
to Cumming. Joyce and Rob were neighbors in Liv-
ingston, NJ, where they both went to high school,
and now they are neighbors again. Rob and Leono-
ra recently welcomed Joyce, her husband Michael,
and their son Daniel to Cumming by having them
over for dinner. They all had a great time.

In late June, several of us will be meeting
in Hudson, OH, for the annual reunion of the 216
Delaware housemates (and of Ravenwood Apart-
ments and many of U-Hall 1). The group is small-
er this year because of various event conflicts, but
the reunion is as important as ever because we are
gathering near Debra Eisenstat Deroche’s home,
which recently burned to the ground. They have
been receiving tremendous support from the com-
munity to help them recover from this setback. As
of now, those who will be joining Debbie in Ohio
for the reunion are: Cindy Cowan Bowman, who
will fly in from North Carolina; Karen Magri, also
flying in from North Carolina; Margaret Vanasse,
coming from California; and me, from New York City.
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We have quite a few who are still trying to juggle
their plans, so by the time June comes around, we
expect that the group could double in size.

I have exchanged a few e-mails with Hank
Tillman ’84, BS ILR ’85, who was writing from
Afghanistan. He was recalled to active duty and
expects to be spending most of 2008 there. He
is the officer in charge of a Navy garrison in
Khowst province. While he is in that landlocked
country, they are training and mentoring Afghan
Army officers and staff, and also managing the
base where they all reside. Hank is on a leave of
absence from his work with the North America Re-
gional Headquarters for Int’l Paint in Houston, TX.
The company is a subsidiary of Akzo-Nobel, in the
Marine and Protective Coatings Division. They
manufacture and distrib-
ute specialized coatings
and paint systems for
ships, barges, tugs, air-
craft carriers, cruise ships,
rail cars, oil and gas plat-
forms, plants and piping
systems, bridges, wind
towers, and more. He had
moved to Houston from
San Diego in early 2006
because of a real estate
deal that he couldn’t re-
fuse. Hank is in touch with
some frat brothers and
some NROTC and ILR
alums. He doesn’t expect
anyone to visit him in
Afghanistan, but does hope to hear from you.
Write to Hank at henry.c.tillman@afghan.swa.
army.mil or hctillman@aol.com. By the time you
read this column, Hank will have been in
Afghanistan for more than three months, so I’m
sure he would appreciate an e-mail from you!

I recently got together in NYC with Bonnie
Reuben Nissenbaum and her children Ari, Giselle,
and Eli. Our gathering was a farewell dinner be-
cause the Nissenbaums just moved to Beverly
Hills. We had a great time, and I was treated to
a delicious home cooked meal, compliments of
Bonnie. Bonnie’s husband Offer couldn’t join us
because he was already in Beverly Hills manag-
ing the Peninsula Beverly Hills Hotel. Bonnie will
continue to manage her successful marketing and
communications business from their new home
on the West Coast.

In May, I’m going on a vacation in Ireland, and
I look forward to checking out all your news upon
my return. Send in your News Forms or write to
us directly! Leslie Nydick, LNydick @aol.com;
Joyce Zelkowitz Cornett, jcornett @actslife.org.

c

looked at houses in Park Slope, Brooklyn. Their
children Harrison and Sophie will be attending
Packer Collegiate, so if any fellow Cornellians are
in the area, welcome them to the neighborhood.

Not only at the wedding but in the wedding
was Phil McCarthy, who read “On Marriage” from
The Prophet. And of course, the Class of ’85 was
well represented. At the reception, Susan’s father,
Stephen Kittenplan ’56, gave a wonderful pro-
Cornell toast defending Cornell’s tower after one
of the guests from Berkeley (the groom’s alma
mater) had questioned its magnificence. In spite
of Scott’s nonattendance at Cornell, all predict
much love and happiness in this union.

We have other big news. We have received the
first note from a classmate who has a child at-

tending Cornell. Nancy
Abrams Dreier’s daughter
Katie will be in the Class
of 2012. Way to go, Nancy
and Katie! Now that she’s
done sweating the college
admissions process, Nancy
can focus on her first pas-
sion—golf—and her ca-
reer. Nancy is president of
Sunrise Cinemas. Catching
up with some Phi Delts,
Pete Rogers lives in Madi-
son, NJ, with wife Joan
and is managing director,
interest rate options for
BGC Partners. They have
three children, and like a

good dad, he’s involved in their activities, includ-
ing serving as president of the Madison Soccer
Club. Keith Olson lives in my area. He’s in Win-
netka, IL, and although I keep thinking I’ll see
him at Caribou Coffee, I ended up e-mailing him
for an update. Keith and wife Wendy have chil-
dren Tim and Sarah. Keith has worked in mergers
and acquisitions for the last 18 years and stays in
touch with lots of Cornell friends.

Also in the Midwest, Mark Brandt is based in
Cleveland, OH. He is senior VP at an alternative
investment firm, CapitalWorks. He’s been chairman
of Cornell’s Tech Transfer Committee and has con-
ducted alumni interviews for the past 20 years. He
has a 13-year-old daughter and a 9-year-old son.
Jeffery Weaver, MBA ’90, lives in Shaker Heights,
OH, with his wife Tracey (Forde) ’90. He writes,
“You would think that this is Cornell Midwest with
all the Cornellians that I see. Lots of chatter with
Rita Johnson ’87, Lisa Gaines ’87, Jennifer Cole-
man Fluker, BArch ’87, Anthony Paul, Martin
Schultz, and Terence Thomas ’84.” Jeffery just
finished chairing the Alumni Trustees Nomination
Committee and was recently appointed to the
Johnson School Advisory Council. 

Moving to the West Coast, Wendy Wong
wrote to say that she works with fellow Cornell-
ians Ken ’61, PhD ’67, and Margie McKee Blan-
chard ’62, MA ’65, and their son Scott Blanchard
’88. She’s VP of marketing at the Ken Blanchard
Companies in San Diego, CA. In Seattle, Julie
Bick Weed is freelancing for the New York Times
with articles in Business, Styles, and Escapes.
She writes, “My niece now attends Cornell and is
even taking Psych 101 with Prof. James Maas,
PhD ’66, one of her auntie’s favorite courses and
professors from 25 (gulp!) years ago.”

And finally, back to the East Coast. Lisa Klass
Davin is in Lancaster, NY, where she lives with hus-
band James and their children Connor and Cassie.
Along with all the mom fun, like volunteering at

her children’s school, Lisa works as a regional
sales manager for a beauty care company, Mark-
wins, which is based in Los Angeles. Sarah Colon
is in the Washington, DC, area. She’d love to hear
from any of her former track or sailing team
members living in the D.C. area. She works for
the Japan Science and Technology Organization
in the international program office.

Please stay in touch and send us your news,
even if it’s nothing new—just an update on how
you’re doing and where you are. Any other children
about to attend Cornell? Send in your news and let
us share the accomplishments! Laura Nieboer
Hine, lauracornell86@sbcglobal.net or Susan
Seligsohn Howell, susancornell86@comcast.net.
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86 There’s nothing like a Cornell
wedding to see classmates and
fellow alums. On April 26, Susan

Kittenplan ’85 married Scott Fulmer in New York
City and invited friends and family. At the rehearsal
dinner on Friday night, one of the first people I
saw was Lisa Bjornson Wolf and her husband. After
living in Europe, they have settled down in Santa
Barbara with their two children. They still see many
Cornell friends and plan an annual ski trip that in
the past has included Roman Schwartsman and
his family. Also attending from our class was Syd-
ney Solomon Neuhaus with husband Harry. The
Neuhaus family has happily been in the Miami
area for 12 years, but they’re about to move back
to New York. In between wedding festivities, they

‘I get paid to
sit in my
office and
read comics
all day.’Amy Brunger Lago ’84

87 Well, even as summer days are in
full swing, thoughts start turning
to back-to-school. I don’t think

I’m alone in the feeling that every September
seems to start a “new year.” My guess is that the
back-to-school experience most of us went through
for at least 16 years left an early and strong im-
print. I spent several glorious summers in Ithaca
and remember those laid-back days without the
pressure of studying for exams! As many of you
come back from your summer vacations or are
readying your children for the start of their own
school year, I hope you will take some time to
send in any news you might have or memories of
Cornell that this time of year might stir up.

Many of you may have already seen some
“big” news about Stephen Paletta. This spring,
he was chosen to be a contestant on “Oprah’s BIG
GIVE,” a televised competition where ten contest-
ants spent eight weeks “competing to change the
lives of complete strangers in the most creative
and dramatic ways possible. Stephen outlasted
nine other contestants as they traveled across the
country, scrambling to find ways to impact the
fates and fortunes of unsuspecting people.” In ad-
dition to a successful career in the construction
business specializing in technology and under-
ground infrastructure, Stephen has pursued phil-
anthropic endeavors for the last few years. He
established “Stephen’s Journey” to share informa-
tion about several of his ongoing philanthropic
projects and to provide opportunities for others to
help. He and his wife Christine (Kaiser) ’90 have
three daughters. To learn more about Stephen’s
projects, go to www.stephenpaletta.org. 

Tom Frederick shared information on both
his career in acoustic engineering and his outside
interest in fine art photography. As chief engineer
at Performance Acoustics Labs, his firm works with
consumers of high-end audiophile sound systems
who find that “the colorations of the listening
room ruin the sound.” Tom’s firm provides “analog
acoustic correction for those rooms”—apparently
with excellent results. When not busy enhancing
the sound experience, Tom finds time to express
his talent in the visual art of photography. He in-
vites classmates to view some of his work at
www.ThomasRobertFrederick.com. Bob and Lind-
say Liotta Forness ’84 send in news from their
home base of New Jersey. Bob hopes to be spend-
ing more time at home from now on; for the past
three years, he has been commuting weekly to
London or Bermuda. Now he spends weekends with
Lindsay “chasing Keri to track and choral events
and Brian to hockey and soccer games.” The For-
ness family did manage to find time for some fam-
ily travel. They were greeted with a “Go Big Red!”
cheer while on a bike trip in Italy last summer
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(Lindsay was wearing her Cornell bike jersey!).
They also enjoyed a wonderful ski trip to Sun-
dance, UT, this past winter and recommended it
as a “great small resort with eco-friendly aspects.”

Katherine Long writes from Vermont that
she is a caseworker in the Burlington office of
US Sen. Patrick Leahy. She writes, “I assist con-
stituents with matters involving the military, the
Dept. of Veterans Affairs, and housing.” She and
husband Bill Myregaard, a musician, teacher, and
psychotherapist, live in Richmond, VT, with their
children Ella, 6, and Ronan, 4. Bruce Tribush, a
partner at Goodwin Procter LLP in Boston, was
named co-chair of the Boston Bar Association’s
Real Estate Law Section. Michael Pezzone wrote
in about his recent promotion to associate pro-
fessor of medicine and pharmacology in the Di-
vision of Gastroenterology at the U. of Pittsburgh
Medical Center. Michael has been funded by the
National Institutes of Health for the last ten
years to study visceral pain and inflammation.
He and wife Kim have four children, Michael, 16,
Dominic, 14, Anthony, 12, and Gino, 10, and he
“hopes to see them attend Cornell someday.”
Michael has enjoyed reminiscing with Steve
Hamamoto, Steve Bogusz, and Grant DePorter
on some of his work-related travels. 

Victoria Lazar regretted missing last year’s
20th Reunion, but had a great reason for doing
so. Daughter Abigail Eliana was born less than 2
months before. Abigail and older brother Elliott
are doing well. Victoria and family live in Hous-
ton, where she continues her career as an in-
house lawyer at EDS. She reports that she recently
visited with Stephanie Greene Bosworth, her
husband Eric, and their two children as they made
their way to Galveston, TX, where they were em-
barking on a vacation cruise.

Phil Lam decided to take a detour from his
career in technology management and spent the
last few years being executive producer on an in-
dependent film, UNDOING. Phil says, “After spend-
ing a year on the film festival circuit, we finally
did a limited theatrical run this past Nov/Dec in
San Francisco, New York, Boston, and Los Ange-
les.” The DVD of UNDOING was scheduled to be
available at most major video retailers in mid-
March. Now that production and promotion of the
film has completed, Phil is adding his talents to
a social networking startup, MixrMedia.com which
focuses on topic-specific social communities such
as fashion, gadgets, and cars.

Speaking of social networking, it was recent-
ly brought to my attention that the Class of ’87
has its own Facebook group. Whether you are to-
tally immersed in the social networking milieu or
you just want to keep up with what your children
are doing, you might be interested in joining this
open group. Just look for “Cornell Class of 1987.”
That’s the news to date! Keep the e-mails coming
to:  Brenna Frazer McGowan, bfm26@cornell.
edu; or Heidi Heasley Ford, hhf6@cornell.edu.
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journalism. Our class’s full Reunion Report will
appear in the Sept/Oct issue, along with the mag-
azine’s regular coverage of the event.

As I reflect on the past five years, the things
that stand out and have made a lasting impression
are the aftermath of the World Trade Center tragedy,
the ongoing war in Iraq (which directly impacted
our own class treasurer, Chad Snee), the prepon-
derance of technological advancements (how many
checks do you write per month, compared to five
years ago?), and . . . babies. Babies? Yes, babies.
Giving us hope that life goes on despite tragedies
and disappointments. Every column, you wrote to
me about the new babies in your lives. I know
many of you have a secret
wish that your children
will go to Cornell when
they are grown. Perhaps
one of them will be their
own class’s correspondent
in the year 2030. Thank
you so much for reading
the column—it has truly
been my privilege to write
about and share your im-
portant news.

Leslie E. Robertson
Associates (LERA) an-
nounces the appointment
of Elias Matar, MBA ’90, as
partner. Elias joined the
firm in 1990 and is cur-
rently in charge of the de-
sign of a new tower in
Paris, France, and a new
convention center and hotel in Albany, NY. Elias
is also responsible for several projects in the New
York City area including two residential buildings
and a courthouse on Staten Island. He is also an
adjunct assistant professor of architecture at Co-
lumbia U., and, in 1993, was awarded the World
Trade Center medal for Individual Acts of Valor in
recognition of his efforts in the aftermath of the
first World Trade Center bombing. Congratulations
to Elias on his many achievements!

Alison Minton, former class correspondent,
always has the most interesting things happening
in her life! The most recent adventure is regarding
her “baby” cockatoo, Chris. It all began in 2002,
when Cornell’s Vet college was having a fundrais-
er in Manhattan. Someone told them Alison was
a local event planner (www.MapleMintenterprises.
com), and she was subsequently contacted to ask
if she would volunteer her time and expertise for
the event. Alison writes, “I helped them a bit, and
one of their needs was finding famous alumni or
even just famous animal lovers to pose for a pho-
to spread insert in Town & Country magazine. I
got David Neeleman to agree to pose. He was the
founder of Jet Blue Airways, the hottest new air-
line on the planet in 2002, and was CEO at that
time—it was sort of a big deal that he agreed to
do it. First Lady Laura Bush also posed with her
dog. David Neeleman didn’t have a pet, so I of-
fered my parrot for his photo. I figured it was a
good tie-in to the flying theme.

“They hit it off, and the parrot (Chris, the
cockatoo) was a natural. He was posing and sit-
ting on model airplanes and really hamming it up
for the photos. So I got a few of the photos from
the photographer, sent them to an agent, and
now, every once in a while, Chris gets a little job,
which he loves because he gets to meet new peo-
ple and flirt with all the women. Since then, Chris
has appeared on television and in black-tie attire

at New York City’s Waldorf Astoria Hotel. At his
last job, last spring, he modeled for the Stussy
clothing company with a young Brazilian woman
and was saying ‘Hello’ and whistling at her dur-
ing the shoot—she didn’t speak English very well,
so he resorted to the language of love (somewhat
embarrassing for me, but he is what he is).” Fast
forward to 2008, when his continued model-
ing/acting career got him included in Women’s
World magazine that was on the newsstand in
March of this year. Did anyone catch it? Alison, I
hope you brought the edition to Reunion!

Erron Silverstein, a native Ithacan, lives in
Los Angeles now, but manages to get back to Itha-

ca a few times a year. In
November he wrote, “For
the last two years I have
been running an Internet
local search website startup
called www.yellowbot.com.
It is a combination of an
Internet yellow pages and
social networking guide to
local businesses. We’ve been
‘live’ for seven months, and
already have over 1 million
users. It’s difficult work,
but we’re gradually getting
some traction.” Continued
good luck, Erron! We re-
ceived a nice e-mail from
Chris Pearce: “I’ve never
written in before, but I
thought the birth of my
daughter, our first child,

was a good ‘hook.’ My wife Molly and I welcomed
Anna Blair on Oct. 18, 2007. I’m coming into par-
enthood later than most classmates, I’m sure, but
better late than never! By the way, Anna’s already
equipped with two Cornell bibs and a hat. You can’t
start too early! We look forward to introducing her
to Ithaca and the Cornell campus. I’m currently
working as government relations manager in Wash-
ington, DC, for S. C. Johnson & Son Inc., a family-
owned and managed company with a long history
at Cornell (e.g., Johnson Art Museum, Johnson biz
school). I also recently reconnected with a former
roommate, Doug Moore, MBA ’91, who’s now in
East Greenwich, RI, with wife Amy and daughters
Sadie and Julia. With two girls of his own, Doug
gave me some great advice about parenting . . .
and how to survive being outnumbered!”

Thank you again for an interesting and re-
warding experience as your class correspondent—
all the best to you in your personal and
professional lives. I’ll see you on the Hill, if not
before, at our 25th! Suzanne Bors Andrews,
smb68@cornell.edu; and Steve Tomaselli, st89@
cornell.edu.

c

‘I hope to
treadmill
through the
election 
without
injury.’Kelly Roberson ’90

88 Greetings, Class of ’88! A heavy
weight rests upon me, which is
that this is my last column as

one of your two class correspondents. I have
thoroughly enjoyed the experience and am grate-
ful to have “met” so many of you through your
letters and e-mails to me over the years, sharing
your triumphs, joys, and tribulations. By the time
you read this column, our 20th Reunion will have
come and gone, and some other person will have
chosen to accept the mantle of a half-decade of

89 Happy summertime, everyone!
In a little less than a year,
many of us will hopefully be

enjoying the beautiful Ithaca sunshine at our
20th Reunion. Between that and celebrating my
40th this past March, I am waxing a little nos-
talgic. I have lost touch with many classmates,
so I enjoy being a correspondent—I can find out
what’s going on in your lives. On that note,
please remember that you can always e-mail us
your news and updates. You don’t have to wait
until you get the News and Dues forms!

On to what’s going on in the lives of ’89ers.
After 13 years in science and scientific research
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at Cornell, Michigan State U. (MS, PhD), and
INRA, Paris, France, Scott Kramer has recently
completed his MBA and has been promoted to
CFO of Eric Charles Designs in Birmingham, MI,
where he has been employed for the past eight
years. As a former competitive bodybuilder and
personal trainer, Scott is also working on launch-
ing an online diet and training site in his spare
time. He is also devoted to TEAR (The Emergency
Animal Relief fund), a nonprofit organization that
assists pet owners and animals in need of finan-
cial assistance with veterinary care.

John Funkhouser is a former member of the
Cornell U. Glee Club and Cornell Jazz Ensemble
and majored in music at Cornell. Now he teaches
at Berklee College of Music and leads a jazz band.
For more info, you can check out his websites,
http://www.myspace.com/funkhousejazz and
http://www.youtube.com/user/jbfunkhouser.

Kim Levine Graham lives in Silver Spring, MD,
just outside Washington, DC, with her husband,
who is still at IBM. They greeted a new addition
to the family on April 9. Mazel Tov. Baby Yoseph
joins the other Graham children, Shira Leah, Naph-
tali Tzvi, and Avraham. Kim was looking forward
to going to Wimbledon in June (finally), and al-
though she used to dream of playing, this time she
was happy to watch! Adam Goodman completed
his sixth season as public address announcer for
the Bridgeport Sound Tigers of the American Hock-
ey League, as well as back-up PA announcer for the
New York Islanders of the NHL. Adam’s first PA ex-
perience came as announcer for the Cornell women’s
ice hockey team in 1987. During games, he now
gets to follow former Big Red Hockey players in
the AHL such as Hartford’s David LeNeveu ’05.

Stephanie Holtz Adams was recently named
VP of contact center operations for IQ Solutions
Inc., a health communications and health infor-
mation technology company. Stephanie oversees
contact center, Web, and communications opera-
tions for the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration’s Health Information Net-
work. She previously managed contact center pro-
grams for Covance Market Access Services and also
served as the director of strategic alliances for
iVillage’s health channel. Alan Hirzel, MBA ’97,
is still in London after nine years. He just bought
a house with his fiancée near Hampstead Heath,
and they are in the middle of a fabulous dustpile
as the builders restructure their home around
them. On a whim, he recently went on a 2,000-
mile, five-day flying trip across the Wild West
with his dad in an antique biplane that they re-
stored together. He says the fly-by of Mount
Rushmore was exhilarating.

Gretchen Schueckler Hodgdon graduated
from SUNY at Buffalo School of Medicine in 2000.
She completed her residency in internal medicine
at Brown U. and is now a hospitalist physician in
Cooperstown, NY. She teaches medical students
and residents with an affiliation with Columbia
Medical School. She and husband Travis, a D.O.,
whom she married in 2007, have a 1-1/2-year-
old son and are happy to be back in Central New
York. They are close by to Michael ’86, MBA ’89,
and Laurie Kitt Hopsicker, who live in Lenox,
MA. Gretchen is really looking forward to our 20th
Reunion next summer and can be reached at
gschueck@yahoo.com.

Todd Harris and his fiancée Lauren Walker
split their time between Denver and Vail, CO (where
Lauren was born and raised). Todd is the SVP of
Exclusive Resorts, a luxury destination club, and
Lauren works for the newly opened Ritz-Carlton,

Denver. Steve Haas (formerly Steve Juhasz) and
his firm, SH! Acoustics, was part of the design
team for the Newseum in Washington, DC, which
opened on April 11 and is now called “the world’s
most interactive museum.” Steve was responsible
for every aspect of acoustics and audio in the new
585,000-sq.-ft. building that includes 15 theaters,
14 exhibit galleries, a 90-foot atrium, a confer-
ence center, and a full broadcast suite. With hun-
dreds of sound sources all having the potential to
compete against each other, Steve needed to use
the most sophisticated audio technologies and
acoustic treatments to provide the best quality and
control of sound throughout the facility. For more
information, please visit www.shacoustics.com.

I’m sorry to say that I couldn’t report on some
of the news that was sent to me. Please remem-
ber that we can’t publish news of engagements or
pregnancies, but feel free to send us updates af-
ter the blessed events take place! Please send us
your news and updates all year round. We love to
report it, and your classmates love to hear it. 
Lauren Hoeflich, laurenhoeflich@yahoo.com;
Stephanie Bloom Avidon, savidon1@hotmail.com;
Mike McGarry, mmcgarry@dma-us.com; Anne
Czaplinski Treadwell, ac98@cornell.edu.
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ESL instructor, and at the Johnson Museum. I’m
looking forward to participating in class events
in the Ithaca area!”

“I guess a lot of us are turning 40 this year,”
writes Holly Jean Nachbar Heidelberger. “My
birthday fell on graduation day in 1990. What a
present—a Cornell diploma! My husband and I
have been overwhelmingly busy this past year as
we adopted another newborn boy. In 2006, we
adopted Nathan, born June 19. Luke was born July
27, 2007 and the adoption was complete shortly
thereafter. It was truly a miracle to have two bio-
logical brothers, so our family is now complete! I
will return to work part-time for my brother Scott
Nachbar ’87, DVM ’91, in May and look forward to
the business and pet world again. I recently re-
connected with fellow Cornell Chorus member Deb-
bie Skolnik ’89, who works for Parenting magazine.
I saw her name in an issue, and we share pics and
memories of singing in Sage Chapel.”

Laurie Israel was looking forward to Cornell’s
appearance in the NCAA tournament. In Novem-
ber, she and husband Daniel Pitchenik welcomed
baby Eliot, little brother to Oliver, now 21 months,
and Margot, almost 3-1/2. The family returned to
Connecticut, where both parents grew up. Now
they live near all the grandparents and her sister’s
family—“free babysitting!” Happily the new res-
idence more than tripled the living space. Before,
everyone was shoehorned into a converted one-
bedroom NYC apartment. Simultaneously, Laurie
transitioned from running a bureau of 30 lawyers
statewide (chief of NYS Attorney General’s Office
Criminal Prosecutions Bureau) to managing three
kids under 4. “The latter has proved much more
exhausting, but also more rewarding. Big changes,
but good changes.”

Mimi Stump took time to write and tell us
that her husband and our classmate Paul Stump
sadly passed away on Dec. 28, 2007. Mimi and
Paul have two children, Logan, 3 months, and
Luke, 17 months. I am sure I speak for our whole
class in offering her our condolences and healing
thoughts. Kelly Roberson, kelly-roberson@
sbcglobal.net; Tamiko Toland, stmoluag@yahoo.
com; Amy Wang Manning, aw233@cornell.edu.
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90 Hi, all! Amy Wang Manning’s
last column has inspired a
numerical equivalent. I’ll start

at 1 and work my way to . . . 40. Yep, I bet I’m
not the only Class of ’90 alum who has arrived at
40 this year. My secret: give away your TV and
join a gym with a screen at each cardio machine.
I try not to lose my balance while giggling dur-
ing “The Daily Show” repeats. I hope to treadmill
through the election without injury.

Eddy Luh was appointed chief of surgery at
Valley Hospital in Las Vegas, NV, where he enjoys
a thriving vascular surgery practice. In November,
John Erthein and family moved to Erie, PA, to
serve as pastor of the Westminster Presbyterian
Church. John volunteers with CAAAN, recruiting
promising high school students to Cornell. He
and wife Lela have one son, Matthew, born in
December 2005. Stephanie Rowe Simmons and
husband Scott welcomed son Hunter Scott on
Dec. 13, 2007. He was a big healthy baby and
continues to thrive. “We are adjusting to par-
enthood. Apparently you can teach an old dog
new tricks, as we’ve slid into it pretty comfort-
ably! I can be reached at Rowey@comcast.net if
anyone wants to get in touch.”

Last summer Karen Black Joyce, her husband,
and their three kids returned to Newport Beach,
CA, after two-year assignments in Rome, Italy, and
Palo Alto, CA. Karen worked as a Foreign Service
officer and now manages contracts part-time for
the Dept. of Defense. Clearly, Karen expertly man-
ages both contracts and moving arrangements in
many languages. Mark Eskenazi lives in Boca Ra-
ton, FL, with his wife and two kids, ages 11 and
7. He practices spinal surgery, so if the treadmill
throws me, I’ll know who to call.

Katherine Lee writes, “I guess turning 40 is
a big milestone for all of us! I’ve just spent the
past year nesting in Taipei and Kyoto, and now
it’s back to Taipei again. I had my second baby,
Luca, last July in Taipei, who joins big sister
Clara, 3-1/2. This summer we’ll finally be head-
ing back to Ithaca, where my husband Eric has
worked as a professor in the history department
for almost eight years. Before coming to Asia this
past year, I worked at TST-BOCES in Ithaca as an

91 Thank you to everyone for contin-
uing to send in news. We hope you
are all enjoying the summer and

that the following updates about your classmates
will provide a little poolside or beach reading.

In baby news, Robert Weiner and wife Ines-
sa have a new addition, Jacob Lev, born in Feb-
ruary 2008. Big sister Sonia Idelle and big brother
Joseph Isaac are thrilled to have a new member
of their play group. Robert and his family reside
in Teaneck, NJ. Anthony and Mary Ciotoli Di-
Rubbo welcomed the arrival of their third child,
Tobi Alexis, on October 7, 2008. Tobi has two old-
er brothers, Tony, 5, and Tyson, 2. She took her
first trip to Ithaca for the Heptagonal Games at
Barton Hall and is looking forward to going to a
Cornell lacrosse game in the spring.

Making an impact in the medical field, Kris-
ten Lawrence Billiar informs us that he has been
promoted to associate professor of biomedical en-
gineering and awarded tenure at Worcester Poly-
technic Inst. in Worcester, MA. After receiving a
PhD in bioengineering at the U. of Pennsylvania
in 1998, Kristen worked as a staff engineer at
Organogenesis Inc. before joining the WPI faculty
in 2002. His research in mechanobiology, tissue
engineering, and bioengineered skin substitutes

064-099CAMJA08Notes   6/13/08  3:59 PM  Page 91



92 Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

has been supported by the Whittaker Foundation
and the American Heart Association and has re-
sulted in seven journal articles. He received WPI’s
2005 Romeo Moruzzi Young Faculty Award for In-
novation in Undergraduate Education.

In addition to his services as our class pres-
ident, Bob Baca is also keeping busy working for
the USDA, making sure that our crops are free of
invasive pests. He has recently hired two new
members to his team—light at the end of the tun-
nel after being the only member in his work group
for over a year. “It’s a great relief to finally start
splitting up the workload.” His work has recon-
nected him with Cornell in an odd way: a plant
pest of rice was discovered in a Cornell greenhouse
(among other research institutions), and Bob and
his team are trying to see how widespread this is-
sue might be and how they might deal with the
pest. (For more information, check out the Cornell
Daily Sun’s related article of October 10, 2007.)

Bob would like to thank everyone for remain-
ing so connected with Cornell. He says, “We have
an extremely active alumni class, with one of the
highest number of duespayers (thanks!) and high-
est number signed up for auto-renewal of their
dues (thanks again!). This high participation al-
lows us to have more space to bring you all the
great updates on our classmates in the class col-
umn.” You are very welcome, Bob! In family news,
Bob writes that his daughter just turned 3 and they
“celebrated with a piñata at preschool, home-made
and kid-made pizza (can you say ‘flour through-
out the kitchen’?), the all-important chocolate
cake, and unwrapping (aka tearing open) presents.
Now to see how many times the family gets to
watch the movie Enchanted on DVD over the next
month.” Bob admits he loves those Disney movies.

Seth and Shelly Hood Briskin had an ex-
ceptional Easter weekend that brought many Cor-
nellians together for Rebecca Shilling’s wedding
to Joe Holper in Chicago. Margaret Showel ’92,
Christine Anderson Perkins, Laura Fricke Main,
Alissa Moore Sims, MBA ’98, Melissa Pattison
MacQueen, MBA ’98, Karen Roberts Sessions,
Kimberly Scott Baxter, Donna Bosshardt Abreu
’90, Cheryl Lundeberg Lonergan, Cynthia John-
son Mollen, MD ’95, Lisa Strope Canter, and Jen
Lee Klein all attended. Shelly said they had their
dancing shoes on (some more comfortable than
others) and were tearing up the floor.

Sandy Davidson is applying his hospitality
knowledge on the Georgia Coast. He and wife Gena
are developing golf condominiums in the coastal
community of Shellman Bluff, just south of Sa-
vannah. He says all Cornellians are encouraged to
visit. Local highlights include year-round boating
and golfing, as well as great restaurants in nearby
Saint Simons and Jekyll islands. Check out Sandy’s
work at www.sapelohammocks.com. Amy Kurzman
Buckman has been very busy over the past year
with various volunteer commitments at her chil-
dren’s schools and building a new home in West-
port, CT, where the Buckman family has lived for
the past nine years. They have three children, a
son, 7, a daughter, 3, and another son, 18 months.
The Buckmans recently returned from London,
where they visited Robin Weiner Gusick ’90 and
her family. Robin also has a 7-year-old son and a
3-year-old daughter. Robin’s 4-year-old daughter
is in her last year of pre-school and loves to play
with Jon Goodman’s son Jack, Beth Epstein
Schweitzer ’89’s daughter Kyla, and Margi Green-
field Kaplowitz ’88’s daughter Carly, all classmates
of Robin’s daughter this year. Maybe they will be
together again as part of the Cornell Class of 2025!

David Einhorn has written a book, Fooling
Some of the People All of the Time (released in May
and available at Amazon.com). According to the
editorial review, “David is one of the investment
community’s fastest rising stars.” He is president
of the hedge fund Greenlight Capital, which he co-
founded in 1996 at the age of 27, and now has
more than $5 billion under management. Accord-
ing to the inside flap, David’s book “is the grip-
ping chronicle of the ongoing saga [involving
David and Allied Capital]. Page by page, it delves
deep inside Wall Street, showing how Greenlight
Capital conducts its investment research and de-
tailing the maneuvers of [Allied Capital] . . . But
the story is much bigger than one little-known
company. Fooling Some of the People All of the
Time is an important call for effective law en-
forcement, free speech, and fair play.”

Saskia Monteiro Thomson is the director of
marketing for Marcum & Kliegman LLP, the largest
accounting firm on Long Island. Newsday on Long
Island published an article spotlighting Saskia’s
award-winning advertising and marketing cam-
paigns. Saskia writes that after learning her par-
ents “were terrified” when they found out they
were going to be audited, she decided to devel-
op an advertising campaign depicting heroic (and
muscular) accountants saving the day. To recruit
young professionals, she’s been posting on YouTube
and her firm’s own Facebook page, and said that
she is experimenting with texting. She could wind
up texting business clients with reminders of their
March 15 deadlines, for instance, or informing
them when their tax returns are filed electroni-
cally. At the end of February, Saskia and Marcum
& Kliegman’s managing partner, Jeffery M. Wein-
er, spoke in Las Vegas at a conference sponsored
by the Leading Edge Alliance, an international as-
sociation of accounting firms. Their subject: “The
Evolution of Marketing: Then. Now. Next.”

Richard Field writes that 2007 was a great
year. He married Christine Cummins, a Stanford
alum and an April MD graduate of Boston U.
Richard and Christine moved from Boston to New-
port Beach, CA, in June. Dave Campbell was in
the wedding party, and Chris Murphy made the
pre-parties a great success. Richard is still active
with his Int’l Subsidiary Development Inc. con-
sulting business and with direct business develop-
ment engagements. He invites all classmates to
join him and Christine sailing on their J80 sailboat
or surfing on the beautiful coast of Newport Beach.

Please continue to share news with us via e-
mail, through the link on our class website,
http://classof91.alumni.cornell.edu, or on the
News Form in our most recent class mailing. We
love to hear from you!  Sharlyn Carter Heslam,
sheslam@berkshirepartners.com; Ariane Schreiber
Horn, ams14@cornell.edu; Kathryn Kraus Bolks,
klk22@cornell.edu.
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Todd’s concentrations include air, climate change,
and energy matters. Gregg has recently received
a partnership with Nixon Peabody LLP. Gregg is
an attorney in the business litigation department,
and some of his areas of focus include trade se-
cret matters and complex commercial and fran-
chise and distribution litigation.

The marketing and consulting firm of Ideas To
Go Inc. is fortunate enough to have Elizabeth
Yancey Storz of Emerson, NJ, and Michelle Capoz-
za Johnston of Ocoee, FL, on its staff. When not
busy in her role as a facilitator/consultant for the
firm, Elizabeth enjoys spending time with husband
Shawn and their boys Cameron, 6, and Nathan, 3.
In her spare time, Elizabeth is also planning a
mini-Touchtones reunion. Michelle, a new home-
owner and mom of three, celebrated her 12-year
anniversary with Ideas To Go as an innovation
process consultant. She designs and facilitates
creative problem-solving sessions for Fortune 500
companies in areas such as consumer packaged
goods and the pharmaceutical and healthcare in-
dustries. In the past year, she has enjoyed catch-
ing up with Helen Chen Johnson ’93 and Nora
Bensahel ’93 for a few girls weekends. She would
love to hear from old friends.

Roel Zylstra writes that he is currently “liv-
ing his dream” in Hermosa Beach, CA, as an In-
ternet mogul. Roel reports that he has returned
from his trip through Europe, and welcomes all
interested parties to check out the details on
www.EuropeanParty.com. He sends his best to
Chris LaPointe and would like to reconnect with
him! Scott and Eve Machol Edwards are current-
ly living in McLean, VA, with their children Ari-
ana, 7, Jessica, 5, and Jared, 1. Scott is chief of
hand surgery (orthopaedics) at Georgetown U.
Hospital, while Eve is busy with volunteering and
carpooling! Eve writes that Jared has frequent
playdates with Emma Stifel, daughter of Andrew
Stifel ’91 and his wife Amanda. Eve also attend-
ed the double bris of Teddy and Miles (born Feb-
ruary 28, 2008), sons of Mariela Markelis Dybner
and husband Ariel. Teddy and Miles join big sis-
ters Lucy, 8, Phoebe, 6, and Sara, 1. Eve writes
that Mariela is somehow managing to keep every-
thing in order between all of her children and her
current house renovation.

Congrats go out to Julie Graffam Kaplan,
MBA ’94, and husband Jonathan, who welcomed
twin boys Nate and Ryan into the world in Oc-
tober 2007. She was fortunate enough to have a
visit from Anastasia Enos ’93 at her baby show-
er. Julie lives in Windham, NH, and works in the
Boston suburbs as Nortel’s director of compen-
sation and benefits, where she has the opportu-
nity to travel to the company headquarters in
Toronto. Julie is looking forward to her first trip
to Cornell with her new arrivals!

Marshall Gilinsky and wife Lisa welcomed
their second child, Micah Guthrie Gilinsky, into
the world in January. With the promise of bagels
and nova, classmates Doug Cohen, Amy Richter,
MS ’07, and son Jonah, Marc Rosner, wife Maria,
and sons Spencer and Mateo all stopped by to
celebrate Micah’s bris and congratulate big sis-
ter Dahlia. Dan and Kristen Prosser Borchert ’93
are living in Apex, NC, with their children Libby,
4, and Tyler, 1. Dan writes that he received his
PhD in entomology from North Carolina State U.
in 2003 and is currently working as an entomol-
ogist/risk analyst for the USDA Center for Plant
Health Science and Technology in Raleigh, NC.

Christian Brady reports that he is now the
dean of the Schreyer Honors College, Penn State.

92 As I write this column, green
grass, longer days, and the start
of the baseball season can

mean only one thing—spring is here! As always,
with the start of a new season comes a new batch
of news from our classmates. Sit back, relax, read,
and enjoy!

Career congrats go out to classmates Todd
Kantorczyk and Gregg Rubenstein. Todd has been
named partner at Manko, Gold, Katcher & Fox LLP.
He has focused his practice on litigation and reg-
ulatory compliance counseling, covering envi-
ronmental matters on state and national levels.
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He welcomes visits to his website, shc.psu.edu/
about/staff/index.html, which details his academic
journey since his time on the Hill. Rey Hollings-
worth Falu will be joining the board of directors
for the Mount Vernon (NY) Chamber of Commerce.
He was appointed as a board member to the
Westchester Hispanic Chamber of Commerce in
2007 and was a founding member of the Associ-
ation of Young Latino Entrepreneurs (Westchester).
Rey will be promoting economic development op-
portunities in the lower Westchester area.

Carrie Carnright has recently moved back to
her hometown of Plattsburgh, NY, to be closer
to family. She tells us that she has moved her
business with her, and can still be reached at
carnrightc@aol.com. She is looking forward to
visiting Cornell more often. Tim Szwec is happy
to report that he and wife Jennifer are entering
their tenth year of marriage and are busy keep-
ing up with their two energetic boys, Caleb, 2,
and Benjamin, 5. Tim also writes that he has be-
come more skilled in protecting his key lime tree
with each passing winter in northern Florida!

Jennifer Johnson Millones’s son Grady John-
son Millones celebrated his first birthday this past
November; big sis Mary Grace turned 4 in June.
Cecile Murphy and partner Fawn McGee cele-
brated their daughter Thea McGee’s first birthday
this February. Cedriane De Boucaud, MPA ’95, of
London is a venture capitalist with Environmen-
tal Technologies. She unwinds by skiing, water-
skiing, hiking, and windsurfing. Ondrea Levitt
Schiciano writes that she and husband Jason are
living in Golden’s Bridge, NY. Ondrea is enjoying
her position at Sotheby’s Int’l Realty as a licensed
salesperson, and in her downtime enjoys playing
with her children, biking, and running. Marc and
Stefanie Leifer Koch of Scarsdale, NY, spend their
downtime entertaining their three energetic tod-
dlers Benjamin, Aaron, and Emily.

Carl Oronsky and his wife welcomed Ben-
jamin Jacob into the world this past November,
and so far he and big brother Isaac are getting
along well. Carl adds that he recently started a
new position as an HR manager for a PR firm in
San Francisco. He was able to catch up a few
months back with classmate Christopher Zinn,
who was on business in San Francisco. Carl also
kicked back with classmates Glenn Haber, Joe
Iglesias, and Joe Gatto at a bachelor party in
Las Vegas. Hope you all had a great time, and as
the saying goes, “What happens in Vegas, stays
in Vegas!” Thanks to everyone for their news! 
Lois Duffy Castellano, LKD2@cornell.edu; Jean
Kinitsch, jmk226@cornell.edu; Wilma Ann An-
derson, info@WilPowerEnterprises.com; Megan
Fee Torrance, megan@torranceinc.com.
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CA. Stephanie Ginsburg Mehleck is a psychologist
living in Aurora, CO. Grace Naing works part-time
as a physician and spends the rest of her time with
her two boys. Grace, husband Tim, and the kids live
in Sinking Spring, PA. Finally, Helena Pachon, PhD
’06, is a nutritionist on an international crop bio-
fortification project to improve human nutrition in
Latin America and the Caribbean. She got married
in October to Jorge Gomez. Helena and Jorge live
in Cali, Colombia.

Speaking of far-flung locations, Jill Nunes
wrote, “I recently took an adventure trip of New
Zealand’s South Island over the December holi-
days. Mountain-biking, sea-kayaking, and swim-
ming with the seals in the ocean was a great way
to relax after a busy 2007.” In her working hours,
Jill is the regional director of revenue manage-
ment, central region for Starwood Hotels and Re-
sorts. She resides in Chicago. Stella Ling has
done more than travel to a far-flung place. She is
actually living and working as a lawyer in Hong
Kong. David Levitt is also a lawyer. He works in
the nonprofit sector and lives in San Francisco.
Michelle Kimball is an attorney at Zurich Insur-
ance Co. and lives in Verona, NJ. Michelle reports,
“I started up an employee softball team by ob-
taining funding from various departments and I
am now manager and a player on the team.”

Greg Coladonato dropped us a line recently.
He’s been busy creating international products for
Google as a product manager, though he says he’d
rather be “riding my road bike up Old La Honda,
a popular ride out here.” In his spare time, Greg’s
been “enjoying the Peninsula lifestyle with sons
Gavin, 4, and Connor, 1.” Greg and wife Maia (Al-
bano) live in Palo Alto, CA. Jessica Graus Woo
wrote to tell us some exciting news. “Dan and I
are happy to announce the birth of our daughter
Sydney Claire on April 14, 2008. She has been a
joy to us and her big sister Kaia, almost 3. I am
still working as an assistant professor at the
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center,
where I do epidemiologic and genetic research on
pediatric obesity—including research on breast-
feeding and human milk. I feel as though I’m liv-
ing my research right now!”

David Schiff is also thrilled to announce the
birth of a new baby girl. “Best wishes from the
Schiff family in New York. The last several months
have been a whirlwind for us. We have more than
our fair share of good news to report, starting with
the birth of our daughter Sofia Rowan on April 18,
2008. Big brother Theodore, 1-1/2, and Mom are
doing great. Also, I have joined Perella Weinberg
as a partner in their asset management business.
I am a portfolio manager responsible for the As-
set Based Value Fund. Finally, we have moved back
to NYC from Florida and can now be found in
Tribeca.” That’s all the news for now. Please drop
us a line and let us know what’s going on in your
life! Erica Fishlin Fox, ericazzz@aol.com; Yael
Berkowitz Rosenberg, ygb1@cornell.edu.
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94 The countdown begins! Our 15th
Reunion is only a year away,
and the planning has begun in

earnest. Don’t forget to mark your calendars! I was
lucky enough to meet up with reunion co-chair
Mary Sue Page Youn and husband Joe ’91, MEE
’93, this spring, as the Youn family joined our
family for dinner at our home en route to a Dis-
neyworld vacation. Their daughters Cassandra, 4,
and Samantha, 8 months, are a delight, and had
a blast playing with my sons Alex, 5, and Nate, 2.
The Youns also stopped off in Atlanta on their
vacation to meet up with Allison Hertel Bignault.
The Bignault girls, Ellen, 5, and Claire, almost 4,
also enjoyed the visit. Mary Sue asked me to pass
on her e-mail address—msp4@cornell.edu—so
you can contact her with ideas for reunion. If you
have suggestions, let Mary Sue know!

Diane Scheu Lentini lives in Alexandria, VA,
and has two children. Joseph was born October
30, 2005, and Emma was born March 2, 2007.
Richard Orloski got married on May 26, 2007, in
Blacksburg, VA, bringing wife Alicia into a very
Cornell family. Cornellians in attendance includ-
ed classmate Neil Shouba and family members
Kevin Orloski ’99, Joseph Orloski ’03, Richard,
JD ’71, and Kathleen Law Orloski ’70, and
Katherine M. Orloski ’10.

On Nov. 17, 2007, Jeffrey Anbinder rode El
Tour de Tucson XXV, a 109-mile bike ride in and
around Tucson, AZ, and raised nearly $16,000 for
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. In January,
he switched legal gears by moving to Meyer,
Suozzi, English & Klein PC, where he practices la-
bor and employment law in their Manhattan office.
Stephanie Davis Long lives in the Seattle area with
husband Rob and kids Jack, 4, and Erin, 1-1/2. She
works for Callison Architecture as a designer. Marc
Milgrom left Goldman Sachs in February after eight
years, and after six weeks home with his then-8-
month-old daughter, he started a new job in prod-
uct development at Bloomberg. Also in February,
Kevinn Matthews was featured in the PowerBar
Newsletter as a world class PowerBar athlete for his
competition as a match sprint cyclist. When not
training for cycling sprints, Kevinn’s day job is as
an attorney for Legal Aid Services of Oklahoma.

Matt Martinez is an operations manager for
M.C. Dean Inc. and is overseeing the installation
of the electrical, telecom, and security systems
in the controlled access areas of the new US Em-
bassy in Berlin. He remarks that he is “looking
forward to the end, as the commute from Virginia
is a bear!” Greetings from Kerry Kuehn and wife
Cindy, who welcomed daughter Annalise on March
30, 2008. Big sister Eva is 2. Cindy is a nurse at
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin, and Kerry is a
physics professor at Wisconsin Lutheran College.
Uri Lopatin has a new position as clinical scien-
tist at Roche Palo Alto. Chanda Lindsay recent-
ly accepted a job with the USDA Natural Resource
Conservation Service as an RC&D coordinator. She

93 Happy summer! I hope many of
you made it up to Ithaca last
month for our 15th Reunion. If

you missed the festivities, the full Class of ’93
Reunion Report will appear in the Sept/Oct issue
of the magazine along with its regular coverage
of the event. In the meantime, we have lots of
other news to share.

We’ve recently heard from several classmates
who are enjoying careers related to keeping us all
healthy. Zoe Marchal Phillips finished her Master
of Public Health in May at the U. of Southern
California. Zoe enjoys spending time with her
family—husband Justin, daughter Emma, 6, and
son Zach, 2—as well as reading and making jew-
elry. The Phillips family lives in South Pasadena,

‘I started up an employee softball
team and am now manager and 
a player on the team.’ Michelle Kimball ’93
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works with seven counties in the north and west
Adirondack region and moved to a wonderful
small town just south of Watertown, NY, where
the abundance of snow kept her busy skiing and
snowshoeing all winter long.

I end this column as I began it: with a re-
port from a classmate I was lucky enough to vis-
it with in person this spring. J. Allison Archbold

is practicing law in Sarasota, FL, after earning an
LLM at U. of Miami upon leaving the Marine
Corps. Her husband Hugh Bettendorf just retired
from the Marine Corps, but not before they got in
a visit to Busch Gardens here in Tampa—lucky for
me because it meant we could meet up!

Got news? If you can’t deliver it in person, an
e-mail would be just fine! Dineen Pashoukos
Wasylik, dmp5@cornell.edu; Dika Lam, dikaweb@
yahoo.com; Jennifer Rabin Marchant, Jennifer.
Marchant@kraft.com.
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very busy at work—me as a veterinarian at a mid-
sized small and exotic animal practice and Cory
as an HR compensation manager for Honeywell
Int’l. Thanks to little Luke (our 9-month-old son),
however, we still see our hours on the job as rest-
ful! The learning curve of parenthood has been
steep, but lots of joy and laughter have been part
of the package! I am currently teaching Luke the

cowbell cheer on a little wooden drum so he will
be ready for his first game at Lynah! We’ve seen
many Cornellians recently—a bunch of light-
weight rowing alums, including Rob Kohrs, Chris
Goodson, Roy Christensen ’67, Ken Christensen,
MBA ’02, and Scott Christensen ’97, MBA ’04,
gathered at Madison Square Garden to see the Big
Red renew their rivalry with BU in November. It
wasn’t quite the neutering we had hoped for, but
the event was enjoyed anyway!” In other mass
alumni events, Eric recently returned from a na-
tional veterinary conference where more than 250
Cornell vets were in attendance!

In jobland, Andrew Broad is a commercial
real estate broker and VP at HREC in New York
City. In Peoria, AZ, Matthew Hansen is an ortho-
pedic surgeon. You can find Oren Fix at the U. of
Washington as an assistant professor of medicine.
Antoine Bryant is super busy with two jobs. He
is a principal at the Bryant Design Group as well
as a development consultant at Night Light, an
after-hours pediatric clinic.

Tom Hughes and his wife Kelly Gonzalez
’96 live in North Syracuse, NY, where Tom works
as a project staff associate in educational out-
reach at SUNY College of Environmental Science
and Forestry. In addition to his day job, Tom co-
ordinates the ESF Science Summer Camp and is
very active in the conservation/sporting club
community. In answer to the question “What I’d
rather be doing now,” Tom gave the best answer
of all: “I like where I’m at.”

Echoing Tom’s answer above, I hope you all
like where you’re at, and if you don’t, I sincerely
hope you get to a good place sooner than later.
Life is too short. Send us more news! Abra Ben-
son, amb8@cornell.edu; Alison Torrillo French,
amt7@cornell.edu. Class website, http://classof
95.alumni.cornell.edu.
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Corp.’s Art Collection at Bellevue Hospital Center.
Check out her website at www.artchiz.com to see
a list of upcoming exhibitions and features. By
the time you read this, Gina DeMartini Hander
will have traveled with 19 current Cornellians from
the School of Engineering on a Civil Engineering
tour of China. The group will be visiting the Three
Gorges Dam, the new Olympic Stadium, and the
Water Cube, as well as visiting several other new
developments and civil engineering projects. Hus-
band Bill will be holding down the fort at home
in Boulder, CO, where he works as the chief ar-
chitect for Wall Street On Demand.

Daniel Spiegel and wife Tali are living on
Long Island with their boys Ari, 10 months, and
Eytan, 4. Dan is working as director of operations
at a financial services company called Yellow-
Jacket in Chelsea. Dan Rech is just finishing up
his second stint in Ithaca, as wife Tiffany just
completed her MBA at the Johnson School. Dan
and Tiffany are moving to Boston, and I recent-
ly spent the afternoon taking Dan on a house-
searching tour of the area. To anyone else moving
to Boston, I’m happy to take you on a driving
tour with my two rambunctious kids (and dog) as
well! Subsequent to college, Dan has become an
avid marathon runner and Ironman triathlete, and
now travels to various races around the country.
He really enjoyed Cornell athletics the second
time around, as he had the opportunity to attend
many hockey games (does “Good Goalie; Bad
Goalie” ring a bell?) and watch the men’s bas-
ketball team win the Ivy League title.

Julie Chiang Lam and husband Jeremy have
also taken on running, and they each ran the Dis-
neyland Half Marathon in September. That’s quite
an accomplishment, especially considering it was
in the 90s by 7 a.m.! Julie and Jeremy live out-
side Los Angeles and have two boys, Aidan, 5, who
plays soccer and basketball, and Spencer, 2, who
is a big fan of the sand lot, the playground, and
running around outside. Josh Romalis and Elin
Westrick will soon be returning to Philadelphia
after two and a half years in Guinea, West Africa.
Josh went to Mali with the Peace Corps after grad-
uation in 1996, and now has an appointment as a
staff member, supporting Peace Corps volunteers in
the small enterprise development sector and work-
ing on program expansion and new partnerships.

Joseph Cook has relocated to Seattle from
North Carolina and is an assistant professor of pub-
lic affairs at the U. of Washington. He raves about
the friendly people, the amazing farmers’ markets,
the lakes and streams everywhere, the salmon run-
ning, and “the blackberries next to my house that
I have been picking to make dessert every night.”
N.B., this was written before he spent the win-
ter in Seattle! Please check out our class website,
http://classof96.alumni.cornell.edu, and write in
with your news. Carin Lustig-Silverman, CDL2@
cornell.edu; Courtney Rubin, cbr1@cornell.edu;
Ron Johnstone, raj6@cornell.edu.
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95 Hello, Class of 1995! I hope your
summer has been warm, leisure-
ly, and filled with barbeque out-

ings with Cornellians. Who doesn’t love catching
up over a good burger? Of course, most of us can’t
do exactly that, but thanks to Class Notes we can
at least catch up together . . . perhaps without
the benefit of a good burger. On to the news of
updates, promotions, weddings, and babies.

Kristin LaBounty and Michael Phillips ’93
were married in January at the Inn at the Round
Barn Farm in Waitsfield, VT. Cornellians aplenty
were in attendance, including classmates Susan
Fulginiti, Amy Mulderry Reine, Stephanie Tariche
Kueffner, JD ’99, and husband Ernie ’97, Kira Sil-
verman Geller and husband Ian ’97, Lara Pitaro
Wisch, Amy Mekler, MD ’00, and husband Greg
Ahnert ’96, Greg Loeber and wife Stephanie
(Schonmetzler) ’94, and Rebecca Dow.

Anne Catlin Johnson almost had a New
Year’s baby. Ryan Nicholas greeted us one day lat-
er, arriving on January 2, 2008, and joining big
sister Natalie. Last August, Anne and her family
moved to Tucson, AZ, where she started a new
job at Raytheon Missile Systems. Anne adds, “I’m
putting my PhD to work!” On February 7, 2008,
Brian Smith and wife Rachael welcomed the
birth of their first child, Shayna Bennett Smith.
Preparing for the future, Brian writes, “Shayna
already has clothing and toys purchased from the
campus store and I plan on helping her move to
the Hill in August 2026 for her freshman year.”
Brian’s sister, Robin Smith ’96, and his mother,
Margie Greenberg Smith ’67, were both on hand
for the birth. Rick Greenberg and wife Jessica
are happy to announce the arrival of their sec-
ond child, Nathaniel Stephen, on March 4, 2008.
Nat joins big sister Emma, 2, who has been busy
making sure Nat knows he is an important part
of the family.

Eric Christiensen, DVM ’99, sent in a sub-
stantial update. He writes, “Greetings from north-
western New Jersey! Cory and I are still staying

‘I am currently teaching son Luke the 
cowbell cheer on a little wooden drum.’Eric Christiensen ’95

96 Greetings, ’96ers. I hope the
summer is bringing you warm
weather, lazy nights, and lots of

good baseball. I have had the personal pleasure
of meeting two very handsome members of the
Cornell Class of 2029. Albert Joseph Pizzica III,
son of Albert Pizzica and wife Meghan, was born
on November 14, 2007. He is looking forward to
traying down the slope with Daniel Max Sinoway.
Eric Sinoway and wife Jennifer welcomed Daniel
into the world on December 26, 2007, a month
early, but just in time to get a tax deduction.

Stephanie Chisholm was recently featured in
an art exhibition in celebration of Black History
Month at the New York City Health & Hospital

97 Most of us probably feel like
we’re juggling too much at
times, between professional de-

mands, family obligations, advanced degrees, and
extracurricular activities. Judging by the news
you send in, however, it is clear that we prefer
the challenge of trying to find time for it all than
surrendering pursuit of our passions. Read on
about our busy lives and take comfort in know-
ing you’re not alone in struggling to strike a bal-
ance between work and life.
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In December, Rebecca Cantor Amster said
she’s been “working waaay toooo hard,” a comment
that her weekly schedule supports: On Mondays
and Wednesdays, she’s a therapist finishing up her
internship for her master’s degree. Thursdays and
Fridays, she’s a guardian ad litem or a mediator.
Tuesdays she’s Mom to Jake, 2-1/2, and Miriam, 4
months. She’s also involved in Miami Young Adult
Forum (a spin-off of YPO) and a South Florida
Mommy group. Valerie Weiss Shukovsky, MBA ’03,
is another busy mom: by day, she’s a product man-
ager at Nestlé Nutrition, and in her “off” hours,
she and husband Sam, MBA ’96, have two toddlers
to chase after—twin daughters Alexis Bianca and
Madeline Nicole. The girls celebrated their first
birthday on December 6, 2007; partygoers includ-
ed Elisa Leimsider, Lisa Schwartz, MBA ’98, David
’93 and Shoshana Sperber Baskind ’96, and
Heather Abbott ’98, MBA ’03.

Tamarra Strawn, JD ’01, says she doesn’t have
much time for after-hours activities after taking a
second job teaching LSAT prep courses for Kaplan,
in addition to her work as a family court staff at-
torney at the Legal Aid Society of Mid-New York
in Binghamton. I’m happy to report, however, that
Tamarra did spend some time harvesting grapes
and making apple cider at Brad Marshall and
Heather Sandford ’98’s farm in October. Steven
Smith is an area sales manager in central and
eastern New York for Vigortone Ag Products and
also works as a freelance writer for Lee Publica-
tions’ Country Folks and Hard Hat News. He com-
pleted his MS in education at Oswego State and
is a member of the American Registry of Profes-
sional Animal Scientists (ARPAS). Steven grows
some vegetable crops on his small farm and would
like to add some dairy cattle. Children Emily, Con-
ner, and Riley Jean keep him busy, too.

Mary Anna Denman and husband Alex Ching
welcomed son John William to the world on Oc-
tober 23, 2007. Mary Anna is a fellow in uro-
gynecology at Oregon Health and Science U. in
Portland. Another mom in the Northwest is Karen
Clum Gallie, who is living in Clallam Bay, WA, and
tending to children Ava, born January 17, 2006,
and Vienna, born September 16, 2007. Karen ob-
tained an MA in rural geography from Northern
Arizona U. in December 2004. Colleen Zampier
Casey has been a nutrition support dietician at
the R. Adams Cowley Shock Trauma Center of the
U. of Maryland Medical Center for five years. She
is also immediate past president of the Maryland
chapter of ASPEN, the American Society of Par-
enteral and Enteral Nutrition. Colleen and hus-
band Michael are renovating an 82-year-old home
in Baltimore. Colleen shared news of the October
24, 2007 arrival of Lukas Oliver, son of classmate
Heather Rauf Schreiber. She fondly remembers
“making too much noise” in Boldt Hall with
Heather and good friends Mindy Shaw-Lund,
Julie Platt Farlow, and Sara Corsaro.

Lisa Schwartz worked in Internet and tech-
nology marketing for five years, then headed back
to school and collected a law degree from Stan-
ford in 2006. She relocated to New York and is
now a corporate and intellectual property attorney
at Debevoise & Plimpton LLP. Also in New York,
Alison Schajer is business development director
for Ladies’ Home Journal. Patricia Sexton works
for CBS Evening News and as a currency trader at
JB Drax, and fills her spare time with “lotsa trav-
el.” Erin Murphy Austin keeps busy golfing in fair
weather and snowboarding during the colder
months in Maine. Erin’s passion for the latter
sport took the director of engineering for Verizon

Communications to Chile to “drink wine and
snowboard” (not at the same time, of course).

Classmates want to know where you are,
what you’re doing, and which Cornellians you
see. Send in an update today! Erica Broennle
Nelson, ejb4@cornell.edu; Sarah Deardorff Carter,
sjd5@cornell.edu. Class website, http://classof
97.alumni.cornell.edu.

c

Half-Marathon and, on October 6, 2007, had a
baby daughter, Maggie. She remembers her time
with roommates Gwen Whiting and Annemarie
Fogerty. She would like to hear from Liam Brody
and Aimee Degolyer.

Jonathan Lehrer completed his PhD in plant
science at U. of Connecticut in August 2007 and
is an assistant professor of ornamental horticulture
at Farmingdale State College on Long Island. Eric
Krawczyk is an elementary school counselor and
spends his free time doing Christian counseling,
sustainable homebuilding, mountain biking, white-
water kayaking, Telemark skiing, skijoring, and
studying Spanish. Most recently he has been en-
joying “newlywedness,” making plans to build a
sustainable off-grid home, and playing in the moun-
tains. He fondly remembers singing “Cornell Vic-
torious” in the varsity football locker room. Joye
Thaller teaches math in a public high school with
a focus on engineering. She spends her free time
volunteering with CAAAN and acting in several
local theatre groups. She has been encouraging
students to pursue degrees in engineering by in-
troducing them to fun math and science activities.
She remembers the pumpkin on top of the bell
tower, and would like to hear from Travis Kluegel.
Karen Frey joined Clark U. as an assistant profes-
sor of geography. Prior to that, she served as a
post-doctoral research associate in the Dept. of
Physical Sciences at the Virginia Inst. of Marine Sci-
ences and as a visiting assistant professor in the
Dept. of Geology at the College of William and Mary.

That’s it for now. The report on reunion will ap-
pear in the next issue. Gregg Herman, gdh5@
cornell.edu; and Erica Chan, hc31@cornell.edu.
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98 This is Erica’s and my second-to-
last column, and the last one
before the Reunion Recap (com-

ing in the Sept/Oct issue). We will try not to get
all weepy on you. News keeps on pouring in.
Daniel Estabrook is employed by the Texas Dept.
of Family and Protective Services as an investiga-
tions supervisor, overseeing child abuse investi-
gation. His first child, Emily Iris, was born in
August 2007, and he celebrated his tenth wedding
anniversary with his wife the same month. Coryell
McIlvain Urban works part-time as an investment
analyst for the Glenmede Trust Co. She has a 2-
year-old daughter who keeps her very busy. She
spends free time with her family and also enjoys
playing squash and doing yoga.

Ryan Bakelaar is enjoying life with wife Hali
and daughter Katie, as well as birding and
preparing bird specimens for the North Carolina
Museum of Natural Sciences. After graduating
from New Jersey Medical School in 2003 and
completing an ob/gyn residency at Duke U. Med-
ical Center, he is now doing locum tenens work
throughout the country. His daughter Katherine
June was born on May 25, 2007. He would like
to hear from Simon Bernstein ’99 and Robert
Swierupski. Kathryn Tsibulsky is a high yield
analyst focusing on the energy sector. She miss-
es Cornell’s Outdoor Ed program. Greg Korn works
for VTBJ Architects in Santa Monica, CA.

Melissa Goodrum is a graduate student and
writing teacher. Not surprisingly, she enjoys writ-
ing, reading poetry, going to poetry readings and
the theater—and drinking coffee. She recently has
been trying to sell her latest poetry book, A Harpy
Flies Down, from otherroomspress.blogspot.com.
Agnes Galvez is the College of Southern Nevada
health programs advisor. She enjoys figure skating,
swimming, and hip-hop dance classes. She would
like to hear from Troy Gras ’96. Jessica Nolan will
be graduating this May with a PhD in experimental
psychology from the U. of Arkansas. Mark Van Horn
is a principal software engineer at EMC. He miss-
es Cornell’s crisp fall air and the clock tower bells.
Natalie Sierra is a process engineer and biosolids
coordinator for the San Francisco Public Utilities
Commission. She enjoys dancing, hiking, wine tast-
ing, and travel. Nathan Green writes that he is the
GM and president of Talent Assessment, a division
of Harcourt Assessment. He has moved from D.C.
to San Antonio, the home of the Alamo, and has
officially left consulting, after ten years, to lead a
growing business unit that provides recruiting and
employee development solutions for companies.
He asks that people look him up if plans take you
to San Antonio. He is a little lonely without the
Cornell connection he experienced in NYC and D.C.

Although for most of us the days of taking
notes and exams are long gone, some of our
classmates are still very much involved in school-
ing. Lindsay Hamilton Kruse is director of oper-
ations at Uncommon Schools, a nonprofit for
charter school management that builds college
prep charter schools in low income areas. Outside
of her job, Lindsay has trained for the Brooklyn

99 The ubiquity of cell phones, text
messaging, and Blackberries to-
day makes our college years feel

like the dark ages of technology. Remember run-
ning into a library to check “traveler’s mail”? Read-
ing a hard copy of the Cornell Daily Sun? Sharing
a single telephone line with a roommate? The
nightmare that was course exchange in Barton
Hall? In our college days, “facebook” meant the
hardcover book of portraits of the freshman class,
not an online social network. Is it possible that in
less than a decade, our college days have become
olden when it comes to communication?

Daniel Cassell probably knows a thing or two
about staying in touch . . . at least technically
speaking. He’s an applications engineer at Corning
Cable Systems in North Carolina and recently worked
on a “fiber-to-the-home” project in Los Cabos,
Mexico. Hopefully he made time for a few beach-
side piña coladas while he was there. Speaking of
drinks, Anne Law writes that although she’d rather
be “sitting on a beach drinking a margarita,” she
works at Rapoza Associates in Washington, DC, as
“policy counsel,” which in layman’s terms means
“lobbyist.” Outside of work, Anne enjoys running
and is training for a marathon. Another runner,
Taber Sweet, works in commercial real estate de-
velopment in Colorado and Wyoming. He’s been
doing a lot of running, swimming, and biking as
he trains for his first half-ironman competition.

An admitted school junkie, Jessica Strauss
attends Yale’s School of Management, where she’s
pursuing her MBA. Jessica, an architect, kept her
day job as a consultant in sustainable design and
also serves as co-chair for the AIA Committee on
the Environment. Another classmate involved in
environmentally conscious work is Lynn Viola
Rog, who is a program manager for UTC Power
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promoting “green” energy and power reliability in
Connecticut. Lynn and husband Dan, MS ’97, re-
cently vacationed in Italy and enjoy hosting “rag-
ing” pool parties. Lynn’s “tamer” hobbies include
scrapbooking, bicycling, and watching football. In
other football news, flag football quarterback
Doug Hill works for Infineum USA LP as a global
supply planning leader. Bedminster, NJ, is home
to this outdoorsman, who also plays tennis and
skis on the West Coast as often as he can. Doug
fondly remembers the legendary pumpkin on the
clock tower prank from our Cornell days.

Surprisingly, we have only one new pumpkin
to introduce this column: Brad ’98 and Caryn
Chase Rakov announce the arrival of son Brayden
last August. After six years in Okinawa, Japan, the
family returned to the US this spring and lives in
Quantico, VA. Another couple reporting a big move
is Jeffrey Bluestein and wife Margit Conopask,
who moved from Birmingham, MI, to NYC, where
Jeffrey opened a new office for R.H. Bluestein &
Co. Jeffrey is a managing director of the firm,
where he works in private wealth management.

Anna de Vera Walker and husband Russell,
PhD ’99, live in Richmond, VA. Anna is a senior
finance analyst at Genworth, and Russell is the
founder and president of Walker Bernardo Con-
sulting. When she’s not busy with work, Anna gar-
dens, travels, cooks, and admits to a bit of an
eBay habit. Jessica Robinson Bastedo is an ac-
countant for a small firm in North Carolina. She’s
studying for the CPA exam and finishing her mas-
ter’s degree in accounting. Isabelle Schluep Cam-
po and husband Marino live in Switzerland, where
Isabelle is a scientific collaborator for the Swiss
State Secretariat of Economic Affairs in Berne. On
the medical front, Sara Kaprove Penn is a rheuma-
tology fellow at the U. of Pittsburgh Medical Cen-
ter, and Dante Cerza is a pediatric anesthesiology
fellow at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.

Kelley Rianna Prebil lives in San Francisco
and works as a database specialist at Gensler.
She’s completing Boston U.’s online graduate de-
gree program for a master’s in computer informa-
tion systems. Clearly an adventurer, Kelley’s
extracurriculars include caving, scuba diving, and
motorcycle riding. Mother and author Kristy Pow-
er Shreve writes from Maryland that she’s been
“raising a toddler, cleaning the house, [and] writ-
ing during the dark early-morning hours.” Kristy
looks back affectionately to her Cornell days of
rushing to eat dinner with her track teammates
between 7:50 and 8 p.m. at Sage Hall.

Although the prospect of being ten years out
of college is daunting, we do have a reunion to
look forward to next year. And don’t underestimate
the power of a reunion to bring people together.
Just ask New York City lawyers Amanda Reed and
Charles Michael, who were married in July 2007
after meeting at the 5th Reunion!

Traveler’s mail may be obsolete, but our good
old Cornell e-mail addresses are still going strong.
Fortunately, some things don’t change even with
technological advances! Please write to us with
your latest and greatest life updates, be they big
or small. Jennifer Sheldon, jls33@cornell.edu;
Melanie Grayce West, mga6@cornell.edu; and
Brady Russell, bradydale@thistoowillpass.com.

c

The first big move in the game concerns
choosing whether to attend college and then
picking a career. Our classmates are making some
cool and interesting choices! Recent newlywed
Mike Simms is opening his first restaurant this
fall. He and wife Sonia Milewski live in Manhat-
tan Beach, CA, near Jeff Jacobsen. Also in Cal-
ifornia, Angela Penn is in the middle of her
general surgery residency in Los Angeles and is
planning a wedding in between shifts. Mason
Bennett is a trauma sales representative for
Stryker Orthopedics and is living in San Francis-
co with his wife Leslie (MacDowell) ’99.

Louis Chugranis recently finished building a
skin-on-frame canoe and designed and prototyped
a chair for mass production. He’s looking forward
to sailing the Hudson and singing some songs
this summer. Jamie Bessich is a resident in in-
ternal medicine at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical
Center and eventually plans to pursue a fellow-
ship in pulmonary/critical care medicine. At the
moment, she would rather be traveling and says
she’s hoping to bike Italy with her sister in the
spring! Christina D’Arpino Nelson lives in Flori-
da with husband Tom and is an academic advisor
at the U. of South Florida.

There are authors among us. Sarah Cupp and
Brett Joshpe ’02 wrote Why You’re Wrong About
the Right, which delves into the stereotyping of
conservatives—perfectly timed for an election
year! The book features dozens of interviews with
influential people, including Tucker Carlson, Newt
Gingrich, Ted Nugent, and Curt Schilling, as well
as former Cornell professor Jeremy Rabkin ’74.
Brett is a lawyer and Sarah writes for the New
York Times and is pursuing a master’s degree at
NYU in religious studies.

Andrea Scarpa Wilderman celebrated two big
milestones recently. First, she completed the re-
search for her master’s and successfully defended
her thesis. Soon after, she married husband Paul
in Ames, IA. The couple is figuring out their next
steps professionally. Paul is looking for a post-
doctoral position in biochemistry/biophysics, and
Andrea hopes to teach biology or work as a lab
manager for a USDA/agronomy lab. Lots of peo-
ple are adding little pink and blue pegs to their
cars. Vinay and Lukshmi Kamat Puttanniah, MD
’04, became parents on February 21 to Arun Ra-
jan. Both Vinay and Lukshmi are physicians in
NYC. In March, Jaclyn Kaplan Glatzer and her hus-
band welcomed their first child, Samuel Payton.
Everyone is healthy and happy at home.

Buying a home is usually a good move in the
Game of Life. Tiffany Winslow and Carter Wild-
ing-White ’01 are hard at work renovating an
1840s farmhouse in the Berkshires of Massachu-
setts, and held a timber-frame barn-raising in
June. They recently skied in Colorado and Whistler,
British Columbia, with Garreth Biegun ’01, Mike
Ivan, and Brian Donohue ’01, who are all med-
ical doctors. In celebration of their 30th birthdays,
Tiffany and Carter are hosting a dinner-dance.
Tiffany runs her own sport psychology consulting
firm, Mind Over Motion. Carter is regional project
director for Solar Works Inc., New England’s lead-
ing renewable energy provider.

Though not close to retirement and finishing
the game, many classmates are well on their way
to establishing their careers. Ron Davidson, BS
’99, MPA ’00, is assistant US Attorney in Miami,
FL. While Ron is enjoying sunny South Florida,
Derek Zakov left the area when he finished up
graduate school and headed to Charlotte, NC,
where he works for Ross Retail Stores, focusing on

transportation logistics and supply chain finance.
Derek says he’s enjoying the single life in Charlotte
and spends his free time working out. Fond mem-
ories of Cornell include freshman year in the Class
of ’18 and parties at Alpha Delt. Jon Peck moved
to Seattle, WA, and continues to telecommute for
Mass General Hospital. He also teaches computer
science at Cascadia Community College. Follow-
ing a performance in Santiago, Chile, last year, his
creative focus has moved from modern dance to
writing. Visit him online at http://jonpeck.com.

Hope your life is everything you imagined
when you were a kid! Let us know the details. 
Christine Jensen Weld, ckj1@cornell.edu; and
Andrea Chan, amc32@cornell.edu.
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00 Did you ever play the Game of
Life when you were a kid? I
loved it, especially how neat

and orderly adulthood seemed. Let’s spin the
wheel and see what life has in store for us!

01 How has your summer been? Have
you attended any Cornell weddings
or experienced your own life tran-

sitions? If so, we would love to hear from you.
Congratulations to Anne Agonis, MBA ’06, on

her marriage to J. Sean Space on November 17,
2007 in Branford, CT. The wedding party consist-
ed of maid of honor Nicole D’Amato and brides-
maids Jocelyn Heyman and Megan Weber, MBA
’06. Other Cornellians in attendance were Nate
Dyer and several of Anne’s MBA ’06 classmates:
Katie Law, Andrea Leifer, Jeremy Hausman,
Brian Phillips ‘97, Kenyattah Robinson, Lisa
Regelman, and Larry Wasser. Anne reports that
she and Sean spent their honeymoon in Curaçao.
Since her graduation from the Johnson School,
Anne has been working at Hartford Investment
Management Co. as an assistant VP of private real
estate investments, specializing in commercial
mortgage production. Sean is a senior associate
scientist at Pfizer Global Research & Development,
where he analyzes pharmaceuticals in various
stages of development. They recently bought a
house and reside in Colchester, CT.

Christine Cocquyt is living in Delmar, NY, and
fixing up her new house when not working as an
equine veterinarian. Jim Alves is helping to plan
the annual Alumni Picnic and Wine Tasting for the
CALS Alumni Association and the Cornell Hotel So-
ciety on September 7, 2008 in Napa, CA. Mark
your calendars to join us for an afternoon of wine-
tasting, networking with fellow Cornellians, lunch,
and engaging speakers. For more information
about this event, contact Jim at jalves@chhs.ca.
gov. Send news to: Trina Lee, TKL6@cornell.
edu; or Lauren Wallach, LEW15@cornell.edu.

c

02 We all know that Cornell alumni
are good at being doctors, law-
yers, and associates. They like

getting married, and from what I can tell they’re
relatively fertile, too. But if you’re like me, you
had no clue that they were so fit. I got an e-mail
from Ruthie Levy the other day telling me how
she cheered on nearly a dozen of our classmates
running in the Cherry Blossom 10-mile race in
D.C. this April. In competition from ’02 were
Chris Maher, Joel and Kelly Criddle Haenlein
’04, MHA ’05, Steve Enochson, Colin Murchie,
Chris Foster, Matt Braverman, Jon Meer, MPA
’03, Jolie Bell, and Laura Chipkin.

But our class doesn’t just run when the cher-
ry trees are in bloom. There’s also when grass
grows and apples fall from trees, just to name a
couple more. Angela Hemauer, an account exec-
utive for Food Insight in Norfolk, VA, spends her
free time teaching fitness classes at the YMCA, as
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well as competing in both marathons and triath-
lons. And she’s not the only one. When Ryan Frei
isn’t practicing law with McGuireWoods, he too is
running triathlons, both on and off-road.

Megan Schneck, DVM ’06, a veterinarian in
Dallas, is another fitness buff who includes run-
ning and hiking among her extracurricular activi-
ties—that and a taste for microbrews. I’m with you
there, Megan: barley, hops, smallness, and brew-
ing. Michael Popowich is secretary for his local
chapter of the Green Party. He spends his time pro-
moting social activism within the community, as
well as non-violence and compassion—and that’s
just a hobby. During the day he is a counselor
working with mentally ill adults, helping them de-
velop skills for independent living in the Bronx. In
a similar “I’m going to use my Ivy League brain for
the good of mankind” vein, Vanessa Ulmer is a
policy and advocacy coordinator for the Prevention
Research Center at Tulane U. Tamara Stover for-
warded an inspiring article featuring not only
Vanessa’s attractive picture, but also hundreds of
words describing her committee’s accomplishments.
I learned from the article that since Hurricane Ka-
trina the supply of fresh and healthy food to New
Orleans has been extremely limited. It’s a relief
that there are intelligent people like Vanessa out
there providing solutions to these shortages.

I’m a fan of themes, and I think I noticed a
mild childhood regression theme in some of that
class news. People are frolicking and sharing,
and worry about healthy food. I mean, it’s been
a really long time since running fast and playing
nice was cool. But there those strengths have been
the whole time. Well, that and headstands. There-
fore, it should come as no surprise that Jeremy
Miller has rediscovered kickball. It really is an ab-
surdly fun sport, and yet no one between the ages
of 11 and 26 ever plays. What’s with that? And
Jeremy isn’t some freak either. He’s a senior radar
systems engineer with Northrop Grumman Elec-
tronic Systems in Baltimore, MD. And then there’s
Sarah Dickinson. She runs the New York Puzzle
Co., where they design—get this—puzzles. I
checked them out at www.newyorkpuzzlecompany.
com and they really are awesome—but Sarah, I
didn’t see any puzzles of the gorges. Do you think
we could do something about this? When the Class
of 2002 isn’t running, swimming, biking, playing
kickball, saving the world, or making puzzles,
they’re strategically planning the births of their
children. How else can you explain the fact that
Joel Schuessler’s son William Jonathan (“Jack”)
was born on Christmas Day 2007 . . . or that Alex
and Abigail Ross Ruane’s son Aidan was born on
7/7/07? But you’re not fooling anyone, Joel. You’re
just going to have to buy twice as many presents
every December 25 anyway. And Alex and Abigail,
I hope you realize that when you go on vacation,
it’s going to be really hard to tell your luggage
apart because you’re all going to have the same
initials. Also, for all you pregnant people, the next
coolest date to have a child is probably 8/8/08.

As always, send your news to me or Carolyn
at the addresses below. If you’re completely with-
out news, I personally like hearing about
Craigslist success stories. A couple of months ago
I started the Kate Winslet Movie Club here in
Portland, OR. It’s a big hit. So far we’ve only had
one weirdo drop out. He said I was a good host,
but there weren’t any single ladies, so he’s out.
Let that be a lesson to us all: the love of Kate
Winslet is not about meeting single women. It’s
about talent. Jeffrey Barker, jrb41@cornell.
edu; Carolyn Deckinger, cmd35@cornell.edu.
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03 Hello, classmates! By the time
you read this column we will
have gathered in Ithaca for our

5th Reunion and will hopefully have caught up
on much that has happened in our lives. A full
Reunion Report will appear in the Sept/Oct issue.
In the meantime, let me update you on the lives
of some of our classmates who shared their news
just prior to reunion.

Angelica Patterson writes that she is now a
biological research assistant in the environmen-
tal sciences department at Barnard College. Out-
side of work she continues to keep busy through
her volunteer teaching of science for young
women. She’d like to get into work related to
sustainable business and greening initiatives.
Lindsay Kurz is working on some of those things
in her job in Manhattan as associate art director
at a green living magazine.

Wendy Watson is a law student at the U. of
Michigan and just returned from studying abroad
in Hamburg, Germany. Despite her world travels,
she still misses the community and beautiful sur-
roundings at Cornell. Wendy, I hope you were
able to make it back for reunion to enjoy those
things! Sara Parr Syswerda is also in Michigan;
she’s doing her PhD in crops and soil sciences at
Michigan State U., where she’s looking at the en-
vironmental pollution from agricultural systems.
She’s taken up distance running and will be rac-
ing her fourth marathon this spring. (I hope that
went well!) She also shared that she married hus-
band Tim last July—congratulations! Francis
Kim also got married, in December 2007, to Ste-
fani Palka on Maui.

Ken Greer has moved to London and is en-
joying rooting for the Chelsea football team as
his local team. He’s an associate in the European
Syndicate and Debt Capital Markets Group at Wa-
chovia. Milagros Michell Garcia has been spend-
ing time in Europe—but traveling for pleasure
instead of business. When not traveling around
the East Coast or foreign countries, Michell is the
assistant general manager for the Great Ameri-
can Restaurant in Fairfax, VA.

Scott Conroe, MPS ’98, has just published
a book that involves many of our classmates. It’s
called, I Take Just Pride: How a Fraternity Rein-
vented Itself, Why a Professor Joined. As Scott
wrote, “Phi Kappa Tau fraternity re-founded dur-
ing your freshman year with 15 members of the
Class of 2003—with Jason Hudes as president,
Rob Komorowski as VP, and members Alan
Suzuki, Joe Rosato, Paul Martorano, Jeff Bank,
JD ’06, and Nieraj Jain. By the time they grad-
uated, it was 22 members, including later addi-
tions Jake LeClair and Saumil Patel. I was their
faculty advisor—a writing lecturer in CALS. They
actually initiated me. They established the new
fraternity on ambitious principles: no hazing,
lots of community service, higher standards. Af-
ter they graduated, the chapter was named most

outstanding in its national, and remains strong—
without hazing.” Congrats to those members of
the Class of 2003 for their great work and for be-
coming the subject matter for a book!

That’s all for now. We’ll pack the next col-
umn with lots of post-reunion news. Keep it
coming! And you can always find me on Face-
book whenever you have an update to share. 
Sudha Nandagopal, sn58@cornell.edu; Sam
Buckingham, swb9@cornell.edu.
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04 Just think, next year around
this time, you will have just re-
turned from Ithaca and our 5th

Reunion (June 4-7, 2009)! As always, let me know
how you’re spending your time, and if you’d like
to help plan reunion, please email me at vgm3@
cornell.edu with “Reunion” in the Subject line.

Benjamin Shaw Frahm is a screenwriter and
producer at his own production company, Picture
Frahm Productions, in Beverly Hills. He recently sold
a screenplay, Dr. Sensitive, to Universal Studios, so
be sure to keep your eyes open for it. Although he
is in sunny Los Angeles right now, he misses the
gorgeous Cornell campus, the people, and the class-
es. Iain Kennedy ’05, when you read this, give
Benjamin a call. He would love to hear from you.

Two ‘04 alums have tied the knot: Laura
Gonzales and Robert Meyers were married re-
cently and are now active in the Cornell Club of
Arizona. Laura is a doctoral candidate in cogni-
tive psychology at Arizona State U. Congrats!

Miranda Pugh lives in Tulsa, OK, and works
for the U. of Tulsa as the director of development
for the College of Engineering and Natural Sci-
ences. She is fully responsible for the fundraising
of the engineering college—about a $40 million
task. She writes, “It’s a fun job and keeps me
busy traveling and talking—two things that I’m
very good at. I recently had a mini-reunion in
NYC with Alexia Cazort and Mercedes Matias
(who is now Mercedes Mejia-Matias). She is mar-
ried and has a beautiful little girl named Idalia!”
The trio celebrated New Year’s together in a Times
Square restaurant with their loved ones. Miranda
is now in the house-buying process and expects
to close on her dream home soon. In her spare
time, she is the president of the Cornell Club of
Oklahoma, so she is staying true to her Cornell
roots! Miranda sends a shout to COSEP ’00.

Jennifer Berger has spent her post-Cornell
years living in D.C. and New York working for
AIPAC and Congressional Representatives Carolyn
Maloney and Anthony Weiner. After establishing
herself as one of the best and brightest in the
business, she started her own fundraising com-
pany. In April she joined the political consulting
and lobbying shop firm Hudson TG as an associ-
ate. She is working with local and national cam-
paigns and candidates. Vanessa Matsis,
vgm3@cornell.edu.

c

‘Amanda Reed and Charles Michael
were married in July 2007 after
meeting at the 5th Reunion.’Jennifer Sheldon ’99
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05 As I read through the latest
batch of class updates, I noticed
an international trend among our

classmates. Whether it’s for personal travel or work,
it seems that our classmates are all over the place!
Talk about the next generation of professionals!

Shiri Sandler continues her dedication to
genocide education as the manager of the
Auschwitz Jewish Center, which is under the aus-
pices of the Museum of Jewish Heritage: A Living
Memorial to the Holocaust in New York City. Says
Shiri, “I manage a museum, study center, and syn-
agogue in Oswiecim (Auschwitz), Poland, called
the Auschwitz Jewish Center. I also run workshops
on the genocide in Darfur for student and adult
groups that visit the museum. It is amazing to me
that I get to do this. I never would have thought
I’d find a way to do both. You can read about the
Center at www.ajcf.org, and about the museum at
www.mjhnyc.org. I travel to Poland a lot, mostly
in the summer. All the travel is amazing, as is
working with my Polish colleagues and getting to
deal with students in a hands-on way.” This past
June, Shiri went to Poland for three weeks with a
group of cadets and midshipmen from the service

academies (Navy, Air Force, West Point, and Coast
Guard) as part of a Holocaust history and military
ethics program. This July, she’ll be back in Poland
with a group of graduate students from a number
of fields on an advanced study and travel program.

Briana Rogers will attend business school at
Stanford U. in the fall. In the meantime, she will
finish training for a half-marathon that she’ll run
in Napa and Sonoma in late July. “In connection
with the race, I am fundraising for the Crohn’s and
Colitis Foundation of America, and am already
making great progress toward my goal of raising
$5,000! After the race, I plan on traveling through
Southeast Asia with several other Stanford stu-
dents for the month of August, visiting Thailand,
Cambodia, Vietnam, and Laos.” Andrew Schatz re-
cently graduated from Georgetown U. Law Center.
He will be practicing environmental law for DLA
Piper in Baltimore, MD, but before then, he’s off
to Africa for two months to climb Mt. Kilimanjaro
and trek mountain gorillas. (Sounds to me like he’s
training for the new job . . .) He’d love to hear
what you’re up to, so feel free to contact him at
andrew.schatz@gmail.com.

After graduation, Annie Chen joined Trav-
elCLICK as its corporate HR project manager. Re-
ports Annie, “TravelCLICK is based in Schaumburg,
IL, so I moved from gorgeous Ithaca to the windy
city of Chicago. After about a year, I transferred
internally to New York for a sales manager position.
It was a wonderful learning and working experience,
as fellow Hotelies Alexis Welner and Jessica Feld-
stein also work for TravelCLICK.” About a year ago,
Annie took the position of business development
manager for the Private Label Company (“The PLC”),
a joint venture between the Leading Hotels of the
World (based in New York City) and Trust Int’l

(based in Frankfurt, Germany). The PLC provides
global sales support, reservations and distribution
technology, and voice reservation and management
consultation to hotel companies. Since joining The
PLC, Annie has been able to travel all around the
world—Singapore, Thailand, Dublin, London,
Frankfurt, Mallorca, and Portugal included. Sounds
like she will be joining many of our classmates in
their increasingly international endeavors!

On to some updates stateside. I received this
message from Scott Toussaint: “I’m living in
Washington, DC, and working as press secretary
for Congressman Gary Miller. In a few months, I’ll
be packing my things and starting grad school at
the London School of Economics, where I’ll be do-
ing a master’s degree in international relations and
catching up with my good friends Peter Krasnov
’06 and Alex Morris ’06.” Sreedar Raja will be
starting his last year of medical school and is cur-
rently applying for residencies in emergency med-
icine. Liz Donald and Sarah Fischer just graduated
from law school in May. After taking the Bar exam,
Liz will start at Cooley Godward Kronish LLP in
Palo Alto, and Sarah will serve as a clerk to Hon.
Garland E. Burrell Jr., the chief district judge of

the US District Court for the Eastern District of Cal-
ifornia in Sacramento. A fixture in the Cornell
dance and theater scene, Danielle Thorpe will be
heading out to Los Angeles this fall to earn her
Master of Fine Arts in acting at USC. 

Meghan Cunningham is one year out of
Penn’s master’s program in city planning. She cur-
rently works for Gensler, a company founded by
Art Gensler ’57, BArch ’58. More than 80 Cor-
nellians work in Gensler’s 29 offices around the
world! While working on projects here in the US
and abroad—including Malaysia, the Middle East,
and Africa—Meghan looks forward to getting
started as the Class of 2005 reunion chair! If
you’re interested in getting more involved with
our very first reunion, please contact Meghan at
cornell2005reunion@gmail.com. There is a lot to
do before June 2010, so we would love your help!

Michelle Wong, michelle.r.wong@gmail.com;
Jennifer Miel, miel.jennifer@gmail.com.
c

Lauren Uhlig and a partner have started a com-
pany called Planet Earth Greetings (www.planet
earthgreetings.com), handcrafted products made
by international humanitarian groups and indi-
vidual artisan groups that support local sustain-
ability, self-sufficiency, and social services. Their
mission is to provide these artisans with a way they
can sell their crafts to the rest of the world. Lau-
ren’s full-time job is as the pro bono coordinator
for Skadden, Arps in NYC, while also working on a
master’s in human rights part-time at Columbia U.

Kevin Huang is at MIT for a PhD in materials
science and engineering and an SM in technolo-
gy and policy. “I started an international organ-
ization last semester called the Collegiate Energy
Association (www.collegeenergy.org), essentially a
global network of university energy clubs designed
to connect these organizations to each other so
they can form lasting partnerships and collabora-
tions in the energy space. Dan Bonner also works
in my research group.” Amanda Freund worked
on her family’s dairy farm as part of a federal grant
to research and develop their up-and-coming
product, CowPots (www.cowpots.com). “It is a
biodegradable planting pot made from composted
cow manure—farmer ingenuity!” She now works
for Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro as a congres-
sional aide in New Haven, CT, covering agriculture,
environment, housing, utilities, and grants issues.

Bart VanStekelenburg lives in Costa Rica
and has started a company that focuses on im-
porting electronics and water treatment—Com-
prehensive Property Solutions SA. Completing one
year with Jones Lang LaSalle Hotels in Dubai, Ir-
faan Lalani is a hospitality analyst who recent-
ly co-founded the Young Real Estate Professionals
of Dubai. Fellow Hotelie Debra Erber works in the
meetings and special events department of the
Ritz-Carlton, South Beach. This past December,
she transferred to the Ritz-Carlton, Westchester,
handling anything from corporate functions to
weddings to fundraiser dinners.

On the political end of the spectrum, William
Mensch Evans, after a brief stint as communica-
tions director on a congressional campaign in
Dayton, now works as a research associate in the
Washington, DC, office of the Council on Foreign
Relations. William starts law school at NYU next
year and is currently applying to master’s pro-
grams in public policy, with the intention to pur-
sue a joint JD/MPA. After traveling around China,
Mongolia, Japan, and India last winter, Alexan-
dra Berke is now the director of operations at the
Democratic Party of Oregon, helping Democrats
get elected and preparing to send the Oregon Del-
egation to the National Convention in Denver.

In pursuit of further academic achievements,
Lindsay Danas is a 2L at Brooklyn Law School.
Jennifer Robinson lives in Copenhagen, Denmark,
and is getting her master’s in economics from the
U. of Copenhagen and working for IBM Denmark.
Jacob Bitterman is working toward his master’s
in chemistry at CalTech and will be moving to Weill
Cornell for a PhD in pharmacology this summer.
After graduation, Marisa Mendel spent an intense
year in D.C. getting her master’s in physiology and
biophysics and is now a first-year medical student
in the SUNY Upstate Medical U. Class of ’11.

Julia Schlenker is in her second year teach-
ing middle school science in the South Bronx
through Teach for America. She will receive her
master’s in education in May from Pace U. and
continue teaching. In Okinawa, Japan, Meaghan
Pimsler teaches English. Dana Shapiro is in Is-
rael on a Fulbright scholarship, where she starts

‘CowPots sells biodegradable 
planting pots made from composted
cow manure—farmer ingenuity!’Amanda Freund ’06

06 This year, I attended the En-
trepreneurship@Cornell cele-
bration—the milestone annual

entrepreneurship event that brings together stu-
dents, alumni, faculty, and staff. This incredible
two-day networking event was extremely inspiring
and educational. Unfortunately, I didn’t see any
of you there. However, several of us have taken
on entrepreneurial ventures.

Alan Chan, Kristin Ming, and Manoj Dadlani
’04 are in New York launching their new clothing
line, Arbitrage (www.arbitrage.com), which has hit
the New York fashion scene and is now available in
some of the best American retailers in NYC—Fred
Segal, Saks Fifth Avenue, Nordstrom, and Rothmans.
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her master’s degree at the Albert Katz Int’l School
for Desert Studies in Man in the drylands depart-
ment. Her research involves looking at how pri-
vatization of kibbutzim is affecting environmental
management in rural Israel. “My boyfriend, Ethan
Rainwater, is here with me. He works with a lo-
cal landscaper and is considering studying land-
scape architecture in the future.” Robyn
Finkelstein graduated in May from the Pratt Inst.
with an MS in interior design. Shavonne Sargent
graduated with a Master of Forestry from the U.
of Maine in May, and will begin her career in
forestry in Bangor, ME, in September. Harris May-
er-Selinger graduated from the Culinary Inst. of
America in October and won a national recipe and
wine-pairing competition sponsored by the Office
of Champagne USA. The prize was a five-day all-
expenses-paid trip to Champagne, France, “which
was of course awesome!”

Many of our peers have tied the knot! Con-
gratulations to all of you! Here’s the skinny on the
newlyweds. Ben ’05 and Emily Dixon Danforth
have started their first year of graduate school at
the U. of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. Emily is in
the sociology PhD program. They are both FLAS
summer fellows and will be traveling to Sweden
this summer for a six-week language program. Out
in the Pacific Northwest, Cameron Cooper Psiaki
and husband Tim ’07 wed on July 21, ’07 in Sage
Chapel, attended by maid of honor Haven Eich-
leay ’07, best man Mike Psiaki ’09, Krista Fan-
tin, and Dorsy Yoffie. “Literally the next day we
moved to Seattle, where we honeymooned in the
San Juan Islands, and then Tim started work as a
software design engineer in test for Microsoft.”
Now living in Bellevue, Cameron started work on
a novel that’s now in its first revision stage: “Pre-
viously I had been working as an assistant at the
Cornell Press during Tim’s senior year, after I’d
graduated.” Emily is also in the middle of a six-
month editorial internship with Seattle Magazine
part-time for the arts and culture sections.

Carolin Lewis and Jeremy Ferwerda ’07 got
married in June ’07 in Evergreen, CO. The follow-
ing month, Eric Vanstrom and Sam Schreiber
wed, and they are now living on his family farm
in Kennedy, NY. Eric milks 38 cows on his own and
Sam works with Chautauqua County high school
kids as the county Reality Check coordinator, a
nonprofit that works to show how the tobacco in-
dustry is still targeting minors. Eric has worked for
a couple of small farmers in the last two years,
and Sam has worked in central Massachusetts for
Heifer Int’l, in Buffalo, NY, for a state senator, and
in LeRoy, NY, for their historical society. “Our cur-
rent projects include renovating a 150-year-old
farmhouse and working with our church youth
group and with the Western New York Farm Bu-
reau Young Farmers and Ranchers group. Not to
put any pressure on you newlyweds, but some of
us are already reproducing future Cornellians. Ben
and Melisa Sologuren Stiglitz had their first
daughter, Lyra Amelia, in November. Congratula-
tions on the new addition to your family!

Thank you all so much for sending us your
updates! More of you will be heard from in the
next issue! Katie DiCicco, kad46@cornell.
edu); Nicole DeGrace, ngd4@cornell.edu.

c

07 Summer is here, and the lives of
our former classmates are chang-
ing with the seasons. Here are

some of our most recent updates. After graduat-
ing early in January 2007, Daniel van den Bergh

trust me, it’s as scary as it sounds! Christina
Irene Lee stayed in Ithaca after graduation to
continue her research in the Biological Engi-
neering department for Prof. John March on ge-
netically engineering mammalian cells to increase
their stress resistance, but she opted to leave
campus before the semester ended to begin a
full-time job with Johnson & Johnson in New
Jersey in mid-April. Jeremy Rosenweig drove
across the country from New York to Los Angeles
after graduation with fellow grad Alex Baxter.
After Jeremy’s cross-country adventure, he start-
ed a job in engineering at Northrop Grumman
Space Technology in Redondo Beach, CA.

Kaitlin Rienzo-Stack stuck around for a week
after graduation to complete research, and then
she began an internship in Washington, DC, at an
international agricultural and business development
nonprofit called CNFA Inc. once the new year start-
ed. She writes that “it’s been an amazing experi-
ence” so far, and that since she’s been in D.C.,
she’s been busy “enjoying the warmer weather, try-
ing to submit my honors thesis for publication in
an academic journal, applying to full-time positions
within the US Dept. of Agriculture and the EPA, and
volunteering.” Wow, and I thought I didn’t get any
sleep! Somehow, Kaitlin still finds time to stay true
to her Cornell roots by being an active member of
the Cornell Club of Washington as well!

Julia Hastings-Black decided that she “loved
Ithaca so much” that she would stick around for
a few years. In February, she began a full-time
position at Cornell Cooperative Extension of
Tompkins County as the coordinator of Operation
Frontline, a nutrition and cooking education pro-
gram for low-income audiences. She writes, “Best
wishes to all grads!” Rachel Habermehl stayed
on campus to work for Alumni Affairs & Develop-
ment, Class and Reunion Programs. On the week-
ends, she assists in managing her family’s dairy
farm, and her free time is spent designing wed-
ding flowers, landscaping, and sewing quilts. She
has plans to visit Europe this summer, which is
where fellow ’08er Ga-Young So has been work-
ing since January. More specifically, Ga-Young has
been a research officer at the Int’l Labor Organi-
zation in Geneva, Switzerland, where she also in-
terned junior year. In the fall, she’ll be returning
to the States to enter a master’s program in in-
ternational relations at Yale concentrating on in-
ternational management strategy.

Umi Miyahara also went abroad after grad-
uating. She is in a one-semester program at the
Grenoble Graduate School of Business in France,
where she is obtaining a certificate in interna-
tional business. She has been busy traveling all
over Europe, perfecting her French, and skiing
and snowboarding in the Alps. I must admit, I’m
a bit jealous since it sounds like she’s having so
much fun! Umi tells us that she’s “met so many
people from all different parts of the world and
[this experience] has given me a completely dif-
ferent view of everything since I graduated.”
Once she completes her certificate program, she
plans on traveling in Scandinavia for a month,
and then will go to Tokyo where she will be
working full-time.

And on that note, congratulations to all of the
December grads on their accomplishments so far.
They’ve only been out of school for a few months
and are already taking the world by storm (or are
planning to in the near future)! Please continue
to send us updates. We look forward to hearing
from you! Libby Boymel, lkb24@cornell.edu;
Elana Beale, erb26@cornell.edu.

c

08 Although most of us had yet to
graduate when I was compos-
ing this column, there are a

few (hundred!) Class of ’08ers who already took
the big leap in December. Some who graduated
chose to stay on campus and enjoy the rest of
senior year. Marielle Macher worked as the devel-
opment associate for Cornell Hillel and will be
attending Harvard Law School in the fall. Spencer
Pepper also stuck around and worked for the Pris-
oners’ Legal Services of New York. He plans on
attending law school in the fall as well. It seems
like law school is actually a really popular choice
among our classmates. In addition to Marielle and
Spencer, Joseph Yun tells us that he is off to
Columbia Law School come fall.

Jacquelyn Cafasso writes that she was real-
ly busy after graduation going on numerous grad-
uate school interviews, and that she “flew out of
the Ithaca airport three times, which was an ex-
perience in itself.” I’m sure this is something
that quite a few of us can relate to! In the fall,
she plans on attending Columbia U. Medical Cen-
ter to begin a PhD in the biomedical sciences.
Also entering a PhD program in the fall, Andrei
Dorobantu informs us that he was indeed bum-
ming around Ithaca this spring but will be start-
ing his PhD in mechanical engineering at the U.
of Minnesota soon.

Of course, not everyone is planning on pur-
suing graduate studies—at least not yet. Some
early ’08 graduates are off to the real world, and

(ENG) had seven months off until his job at Citi-
group Investment Banking started in London, so
he decided to travel. He traveled with, and visited,
many fellow Cornell alums in places such as
Switzerland, Brazil, Hawaii, New Zealand, China,
and Southeast Asia before heading back to Ithaca
to receive his diploma in May 2007. Daniel has
now been working in London for almost a year and
highly enjoys it. Although there are quite a few
Cornellians in London, Daniel misses Ithaca and
looks forward to going back for a visit.

Alice Shen (CALS) goes to SUNY Upstate Med-
ical U. in Syracuse now. She says that although
she found the workload to be overwhelming at
first, she enjoys her time in school and has real-
ized that she has learned a lot in just one year.
Accepted into the Health Profession Scholarship
program from the Navy, the Navy pays for Alice’s
medical schooling. After finishing school and her
residency, she will serve in the Navy for four years.
This past summer, Alice spent five weeks at the
Officer Development School in Rhode Island.

Christine Cheng (CALS) has been working at
a boutique PE/hedge fund in New York City since
graduating. As part of her job, she focuses on the
financials sector of the business. She says that
her coworkers are fantastic and the learning
curve is steep. She adds that NYC is great and
she loves every minute of her time there. After
graduating, Erick Diaz (ENG) went back to his
home country of Peru to work for the company
Doe Run Peru, an American mining company.
When he and fiancée Sandy Czelusniak are in
New York making wedding arrangements, he can
stop by Ithaca to visit Cornell.

Thanks to everyone for your updates! We look
forward to hearing from more of you with any
other news you want to share with your class-
mates! Please e-mail us at: Dana Sckolnick,
dana.sckolnick@gmail.com; or Marianna Gomez,
MariannaAGomez@gmail.com.

c
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Legacies

ONE CORNELLIAN PARENT
219 new students note one Cornellian parent. Those
who also have at least one Cornellian grandparent or
great-grandparent are listed elsewhere.

Child
Dax
Laura
Jacob
Alexandra Bair
Jessica
Suzanne
Thomas
Megan

Jordan
Juliana Berk-Krauss
Nathalie
Christopher
Oleksander
Laura
Clarence
Keri
Miranda
Rachel

Jordan
Marisa Breall
Sean Bruno
Connor

Parent
Luis C. Acosta ’81
Paul Adams ’82
Marcia Clark Arem ’73
Maureen A. Whitefield ’73
Edward S. Ballis ’73
Joseph Baumgarten ’80
Martin N. Bemis ’86
Steven L. Benjamin ’80,

MCE ’81, MBA ’82
Douglas S. Berk ’81
Marlene R. Krauss ’65
Barry A. Berman ’73
Margaret Garrett Beutel ’78
Christine Halibey Bilyk ’79
Ellen Wurman Birnbaum ’77
C. Morton Bishop III ’74
Cynthia Thomas Blakinger ’75
Jody S. Blanco ’77
Robert R. Bland ’74, MS ’80,

MBA ’96
Jay R. Bloom ’77, MBA ’78
Elise Goldstein LaPaix ’76
Kathleen Murphy  ’77
Kevin T. Bruns ’79
Wisner H. Buckbee Jr. ’79 Brigitte

Scott
Amy
Colin
Christopher Butler
Christina

Stephen I. Budow ’69
Daniel Burkhoff ’80
Donald A. Buss ’71, BA ’76
Lorraine A. Christian MD ’75
Joseph P. Caiozzo ’72
Richard W. Canfield, PhD ’90 David
Robert G. Carman ’69, MBA ’70 Thomas

Pyrs
Serena
Austin
Noah Chhibber
Raina
Gregory
Jennifer Coico
Laura
Nina
Jeremy
Stuart Craig
Samuel

Richard D. Carvolth, MBA ’78
Pane-Chane Chao, PhD ’83
Philip Y. Cheng ’73
Kalyani K. Madhu ’84
Peng K. Chong ’64
Ira R. Cohn, MPS ’83
Lisa Staiano-Coico, PhD ’81
Joanne Geffen Cooper ’80
Karen Salsgiver Coveney ’76
Sally Lim Coyukiat, MEd ’84
Betty L. Litsinger, GR ’76-78
Benjamin Cross ’76
Suzanne Hancock Culver ’82 Jonathan

Mark
Caitlin
Leigh

David G. Cunningham, PhD ’84
Gwen B. Curtis, MPS ’05
Regina Sarkis Cushing ’79
Lawrence R. Faulkner ’65 Berit DeCosimo-

Nelsen
Patrick
Edward
Monica
William 
DiBernardo

Richard H. Demarle ’73
Bruce A Dehm ’77
Hemen A. Desai, MBA ’80
Mala Roenick Ciancia ’76

Renee Laffer ’68 Emlyn Diakow

David A. Dilzell ’81 Kristen
Fiona
Alison
Sarah
Adam
Kathryn
Carol
Katelin

David A. Dooley ’75
Kevin T. Draiss ’83
Roderick O. Dressel Jr. ’82
Mark T. Drooks ’78
David G. Duerr ’77
Craig T. Dunham ’78, MBA ’79
Keith R. Dutill ’83
Lawrence K. Eckhardt ’80 Matthew
Marcus P. Efthimiou ’83, MBA ’91, Rachael

JD ’92
Karel Ehrlich ’70, MA ’74, PhD ’77 Laurent
Carolyn Green Eichberg ’80
Tracy A. Miller ’76
Walter F. Evans, MBA ’68
Peter B. Fallon ’75
Mark A. Ferretti ’80
Robert Finkle ’81
Alan D. Fleischman ’65
Frederick R. Frank ’79
Dena Seifer Friedman ’78
David K. Funt ’75

Daniel
Ryan Engler
Courtney
Barbara
Michael
Justin
Morgan
Meaghan
Jennifer
Daniel

Robert C. Garber, MS ’79, PhD ’84 Laurel
Carolyn Day Geilich ’75 Alexander

Jennifer
Nicholas

Robert J. Gemmell ’79
Anthony J. Gilbert ’83
Gordon R. Plowe ’52 Benjamin 

Girtain-Plowe
SamanthaGary R. Goff ’74

Richard C. Goldberg ’74 Eric
Mary Ann McDonald Kelley ’84 Dylan Graham

Abby
Nolan
Brian
Ian
Bridget
Carmen Hassan
Margaret
Stephen
Rebecca
Lawrence
Seth
Christina

Daniel M. Grauman, MBA ’80
William R. Green ’72
Janet Borkowski Grundy ’78
Michael J. Harkins ’77
Robert D. Hass Jr., MBA ’88
Mahasin A. Osman, PhD ’96
Theresa Kay Hay, MS ’81
Andrew T. Heller ’77
Steven D. Herman ’66
Lynn Edelstein Heymont ’73
Stephen L. Hoffman, MD ’75
Glennis A. Huntley ’81
Cynthia Cuffie-Jackson ’74 Ariana 

Jackson
Barbara Moldawsky Jacobowitz ’79 Rebecca

Amy
Jonathan
Lauren
Michael
Jeffrey
Julie Katske
Jenna
Sarah
Leslie

Robert K. Jacobson ’75
Thomas F. Jaklitsch ’73
Desmond A. Jordan ’75
John M. Jureller ’81, MBA ’82
Sherri Kapel Kaplan ’79
Maria T. Zagorzycki ’75
Nathan J. Kerner ’76
Mitchell G. Kirsch ’77
Monte A. Klein ’75
Harlan B. Korenvaes ’73 Max
Liong Phing Kwee ’79, BArch ’80 Natalie

DavidKuok W. George Lau ’78
Kristina Gerry Lazzari ’82 Victoria
Victor B. Lebovici ’70, MEE ’71 Jeffrey

Matthew
Samara Levy
Julian
Stephanie
Kathryn
Jessica
Angelica
Manuel
Ryen
Claire
Martha Grace

Jeffrey R. Lefkowitz ’78
Dana P. Neitlich ’81
Sheryl Eisenstein Lewis ’81
Mark R. Liff ’73
Dennis Ling ’75
Jenny Lee Lo ’80
Frank Lopez ’83
Benny Lorenzo ’74
Kevin R. Lung ’79
Alfred F. Lyons Jr. ’79
Mary H. MacRae ’78
Adrienne Johnson, JD ’81 Ainslie MacLeod
Nicholas T. Makes ’75, MCE ’76 Nicholas
Steve Mastbaum, JD  ’77 Jacob
Martin J. Mauro, MA ’80, PhD ’81 Gregory
Mark D. McAllister ’78 Emily
Kevin J. McEnery ’70, MBA ’71 Ashley

AnnDiane Cotellessa McGarry ’81
George V. McKenna Jr. ’82 Kerri

The 3,557 undergraduate students who entered the University in fall 2007 included 521 who are known to be
the children, grandchildren, or great-grandchildren of alumni. The information for the following lists was com-
piled from data provided by the descendants of alumni during the admissions process. Additions and correc-
tions to the lists are welcome. Please send revisions to: Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401 East State St., Suite 301,
Ithaca, NY 14850; fax, (607) 272-8532; or e-mail, adr4@cornell.edu.

Descendants of Cornellians in the upcoming freshman class (entering in fall 2008) will be listed in
July/August 2009.

According to the information supplied, one student who entered the University in 2007 is a fifth-genera-
tion Cornellian: Lauren Rosenblum is the daughter of Carl D. Rosenblum ’77 and Kathryn (Knauss) ’78, grand-
daughter of William D. Knauss ’45, MBA ’48, great-granddaughter of Edwin S. Knauss ’20 and Dorothy (Pond)
’18, BA ’22, and great-great-granddaughter of Freeman C. Pond 1890.

Twelve students who entered in 2007 are the great-grandchildren of Cornellians: Sean Connolly [Daniel
Sayre Beam ’21]; Travis Dale [Annette Eshner Dalsimer ’26]; Johnathan Fingado [Gustav A. Fingado ’21]; Christo-
pher Keady [John J. Kennedy ’13, PhD ’16]; Anna Kepley [John E. Albright ’23]; Danielle Landis [Sidney H. Ross
’17 and Inez D. Ross ’20]; Matthew Matthaey [Austin M. Van Riper ’16]; John Matthews [Emil A. Matthews ’36];
Kimberly O’Donnell [Emma B. Leary ’20]; Daniel Sachs-Gibbs [Solomon Pomeranz ’18]; Corinne Thomas [Robert
W. Thomas ’19]; Hollynn Wilcox [Roy F. Wilcox, SP Ag 1906]. Two students are the great-great-grandchildren of
Cornellians: Kean Hartling [Mario G. Menocal 1888]; Tyler Morgan [Charles J. Clark 1888].

Eleven students who entered in 2007 are both grandchildren and great-grandchildren of Cornellians: Car-
leton Cady [James M. Clark ’44; W. Van Alan Clark 1909]; Erica Call [David L. Call ’54, MS ’58, PhD ’60, and
Mary (Gentry) ’54; Robert V. Call ’17]; Katherine Coin [James W. Spencer ’48, MCE ’51, and Dorothy (Dye) ’48,
MEd ’64; Joseph A. Dye, PhD ’25]; Anya Graetch [Donn E. Emmons ’33; Frederick E. Emmons 1902 and Molly
(Fogarty) 1900]; Jonathan Leape [Lucian L. Leape ’52 and Martha (Palmer) ’51; James B. Palmer ’21, PhD ’30,
and Martha (Kinne) ’24]; Rachel Neifeld [Martin J. Neifeld ’48, MBA ’49; Morris R. Neifeld ’13]; Scott Pendle-
ton [John P. Pendleton ’49 and Marilyn (Davies) ’48; Claude M. Pendleton ’18]; Cecily Pulver [John S. Pulver
’57; J. Stanley Pulver ’26]; Myles Rowland [Curtis S. Reis ’56; L. Sanford Reis ’29 and Josephine (Mills) ’29];
Jeffrey Stewart [Jane R. DeMott ’48; Lowell F. Randolph, PhD ’21, and Fannie (Rane), MA ’23]; Nathan Wolski
[Rodney A. Forsyth ’45; Anson J. Forsyth ’15]. Khemi Cooper is the grandchild of Richard T. Holmes ’53, DVM
’59, and Jean (MacDaniels) ’54; the great-grandchild of Clarence J. MacDaniels ’26 and Gertrude (Scott) ’25;
and the great-great-grandchild of Claude Scott 1888.

Eight students who entered in 2007 are both children and great-grandchildren of Cornellians: Rachel Abis
[Diane B. Rosenberg-Abis ’76; Jacob Rosenberg ’16]; William Clark [Stephen H. Clark ’75, MAT ’76, and Kim
(Nourse) ’76; W. Van Alan Clark 1909]; Amy LeRoux [Philip J. LeRoux ’74; Frank B. Howe, LLB ’16]; Lysandra
Lincoln [Brian C. Lincoln ’79; Howard A. Lincoln 1911]; Rachel Lubeck [Joseph G. Lubeck ’78; Morris J. Escoll
’16]; Bennett Myer [John R. Myer ’76 and Mary Jo (Delpopolo) ’76; George W. Myer 1909]; Daniel Riggi [Susan
Fisher Riggi, MA ’85; Lloyd B. Root ’22]; Frederick Robertson [Frederick S. Robinson III ’72; Elihu W. Fowler
1907].

In the legacy listings that follow, deceased alumni are designated by an asterisk (*). A dagger (†) indi-
cates a stepparent.
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Elizabeth
Matthew Menzenski
Dianne
Michael
Shana
Jennifer
Jason
Abram

Barton Mendez ’78, MEE ’79
Pamela Jean Hanna ’75
Leslie Lewit Milner ’79
Howard P. Milstein ’73
Lisa Memis Mintz ’84
John E. Molinda ’77
Rex H. Molisani, MEE ’82
Christopher A. Moll ’87
Emily Goodman Glicksman, Zachary

MBA ’81 Morgenstern
Natalie Blagowidow ’77, MD ’81 Nicholas Murray
Karlis Musa ME ’94 Ryan
David C. Nadeau ’79 Patrick
Henry L. Nalven ’75 Alison
Mhora Newsom-Stewart, PhD ’93 Elizabeth

Christopher
Blair
Shane

Jeri W. Nieves, MS ’84
Randall K. Nixon ’78
John P. O’Neill ’77
Barbara Lang ’78, MPS ’04 Rachel Ostlund
Michelle J. Bamberger, DVM ’85 Benjamin Oswald

Van
Meredith
Shibani 
Pandey
Liana Passantino
Amanda
Denise
Rachel
Catherine
Lazar
Justin
Margaret
Megan
Brittany

Miriam Garcia Otero GR
Vera Bauer Palmer, MA ’01
Sridhar P. Sharma, MS ’86

Ines V. Garin ’73
Stephen M. Pawlak ’79
Roberto M. Pereira, MS ’87
James C. Philipson ’78
Michael Pilarz ’74
Richard S. Polevoy ’75
Steven B. Potter ’78
David W. Prendergast ’71
Toini Maki Pulver ’81
Richard Quigg ’80
Timothy M. Ray ’83 Samantha
Girish V. Reddy, MS ’78, MBA ’80 Jaidev

Sarah
Paul
Ethan Richenberg
Max
Alexandra
Jacqueline
Mario
Noah
Joshua
Robinson
Tyler
Alex
Justin
Barbara
Ryan
Kurt
Donald
Warren
Wytse
Sara Schwartz
Kristin
Meredith
Aaron
Amanda
Hannah
Sarah
Sherri
Katherine
Jeffrey
Emily

Hannah Stillings
Bridgette
Langston Sun
William
Louisa
Colleen
John
Allison
Danielle
Matthew
Jacob

Larry Reich ’67
Chonghoon Rhee, PhD ’90
Nancy I. Glazier ’83
Mark W. Richman, PhD ’84
Timothy M. Ring ’79
George Rios ’80
Mario Rivera ’82
Peter G. Robbins ’74
Catheryn Cree Obern, MS ’81,

PhD ’87
Geoff G. Roeszler ’81
Lee L. Rubin ’71
Eve Klein Samson ’82, JD ’85
Benjamin F. Sands III ’79
Daniel A. Saunders ’75
Thomas D. Scavelli, DVM ’82
Donald J. Schiavetta Jr. ’84
Andrew F. Schor ’71
Ynte H. Schukken, MS ’87
Wendy D. Gardner ’80
Gregory J. Sellers ’68
Michael D. Shepard ’78
Christopher E. Shortell ’81
Richard E. Smith ’72
James R. Sollecito ’76
Thomas M. Sprague ’79
Mark St. Marie ’79
Michael A. Stamatakos ’80
Stephen E. Steinberg ’70
Edward A.C. Steinglass ’65,

MCE ’69
Larry D. Brown, PhD ’76
Brent G. Summers ’78
Gay G. Eng ’76
Duane A. Tananbaum ’71
Joseph Thanhauser III ’71
Karen Jahn Thurman ’80
Richard E. Tosi, MD ’73
Richard S. Truhlar ’79
Edwin M. Tsuzuki ’80
Frank Tworecke ’68
John F. Van Almelo Jr. ’77
Neil E. Vosburgh ’68 Beatrice

Karen Barr Walker ’70 Matthew
Phillip W. Wallace ’78, MEE ’79 Margeaux
Pei-Jen Wang, PhD ’91 Jonathan
Margie M. Wang ’79 Marlene

Rebecca
Jason Wasser

John K. Wang ’80
Sara L. Weiss ’73
Kim P. Wegener ’74, MBA ’76 Melanie
Frank B. Wilkinson ’84, BArch ’85 Blisse
Paul A. Hanley Jr. ’82 Bennett Wineholt
David E. Wolf, MS ’76, PhD ’79 Andrew

William
Justin
Fuat

Vanessa Duenas Wolfson ’77
Peter I. Yi, MD ’84
Ayda A. Yurekli, PhD ’99
Beth Berman Zipper ’82 Harrison
Daniella J. Schutzengel, DVM ’84 Joseph Zwicker

TWO CORNELLIAN PARENTS
101 new students note both Cornellian mothers and
fathers. Those who also have Cornellian grandparents
or great-grandparents are listed elsewhere.

Parent Child
Paul AdlerMatthew H. Adler ’80

Loretta (Deintinis) ’80
David W. Ambrosia ’78, Daniel Ambrosia

MBA/JD ’82 
Lynn (Vacca) ’79, MBA ’81

Daniel Anastasio

Andrew Barnell

Christopher Beck

Austin Beierle

Michael Boor

Jacquelyn Booth

Curtis V. Anastasio ’78 
Lorraine (Nicholas) ’78

Michael J. Barnell, MBA ’81,
JD ’82 
Vicki (Mendelson), JD ’84

Thomas A. Beck, JD ’81 
Barbara (Maczynski), JD ’82

Craig J. Beierle ’78 
Brenda S. Smith ’78
David J. Boor ’79 

Ellen M. McHugh ’79 
Steven H. Booth ’74 

Frances (DeBardelaben) ’75
Rajendra K. Bordia, MS ’81, Samarth Bordia

PhD ’86 
Katharine B. Davis ’80, MA ’85, PhD ’91
Bradford L. Botkin ’88 Alexander Botkin

Carolyn Braza

Austin Brooks

Patrick Burns

Angelica (Watson) ’88
James E. Braza, JD ’81 

Mary (Mullenhoff) ’78, JD ’81
*Steven H. Brooks, MBA ’74

Elmerina (Baldini), MBA ’79
Joseph A. Burns, PhD ’66 

Judith (Klein), MFA ’67
Ernest D. Cade ’85 Erin Cade

Rebecca (Sanders) ’85
Jin-Yi Cai MS ’85, PhD ’86 Elisabeth Cai

Gabriele E. Meyer, MS ’87, PhD ’88
Benjamin 
Chamberlain
Margit Chamberlain

Aidan Chambliss

Nicolette Choi

Kenneth Chu

Elizabeth Cook

Alison Coplan

Greg M. Chamberlain ’86 
Jodi (Hooper) ’87

Darol Chamberlain, MS ’92 
Jane Mt. Pleasant ’80, MS ’82

Allan M. Chambliss Jr. ’68 
Toby L. McFarren ’67
Sung M. Choi ’84 

Jacqueline Mihyun (Lee) ’85
Richard Y. Chu, MEE ’86 

Linda (Yee), MS ’88
Andrew G. Cook ’73 

Christine (Rehfuss) ’74
Neil L. Coplan ’76, BA ’75 

Carolyn (Levine) ’76
Richard A. Curreri ’73 Richard Curreri

M. Pamela Otis ’74
A. Kristian Dekom ’77 Anton Dekom

Marie DiDominica

Adam Drenkard

Joann (Petruzella) ’77
Steven J. DiDominica ’84 

Susan (Snyder) ’84
Hans Drenkard ’81 

Diane (Henke) ’80, MS ’84
James L. Ehrlich ’75, DVM ’79 James Ehrlich

Juliane Zdrojewski ’75, MST ’76, DVM ’81

Douglas A. Femec, MS ’82, PhD ’87 Gregory Femec 

Michael Fillit

Katherine Finerty

Julie (Shakespear) ’82, MA ’84
Howard M. Fillit ’70 

Janet M. Werkmeister, MD ’80
Neil V. Getnick ’75, JD ’78 

Margaret J. Finerty, JD ’78
Richard C. Fipphen, JD ’84 Daniel Fipphen

Janet (Rosenblum), JD ’84
Robert Fish ’68, MBA ’70, JD ’71 Gregg Fish

Megan Fitzpatrick

Jaclyn Foster

Jacob Frank

Daniel Fullerton

Zachary Gould

Allison Graf

Kira Gridley

Li Guo

Marian (Cohen) ’69
Kevin P. Fitzpatrick ’76 

Mary (McEwen), MPS ’79
Michael J. Foster ’75, JD ’78

Elizabeth (Carter) ’76
Thomas M. Frank ’81 

Wendy (Kibrick) ’81
Gary L. Fullerton ’72 

Ellen (Chimerane) ’73, MS ’77
Bruce E. Gould ’76 

Lisa (Hershkowitz) ’76, DVM ’79
James J. Graf ’80 

Margaret (Lee) ’80
Edward G. Gridley ’76 

Kay S. Lin ’76, DVM ’79
John F. Guo MS ’89, PhD ’91

Shiying Zhang, PhD ’94
Jeffrey R. Hare ’82 Daniel Hare

Alisa (Kishinsky) ’82
*Dean B. Harwood ’81 Cullen Harwood

Laura Heslop

Pamela Hidajat

Arianna Holmes

Erica Horowitz

Melissa Horwitz

Emily Isaacs

Michael Jaffe

Kathleen (Cullen) ’81
Edward H. Heslop ’81, MS ’90

Janet C. Heslop ’91
Sapto U. Hidajat ’75, MS ’76

Ka Yee Madeleine Ip ’78
Carlton Holmes Jr. ’72 

Thelma Dye-Holmes ’74
Michael A. Horowitz ’79 

Eileen M. Mullarkey ’78
Scott D. Horwitz ’82 

Amy (Shapiro) ’84
Dov Isaacs, MBA ’73 

Madelyn (Cheron) ’75
Scott B. Jaffe ’78 

Leah (Zelmanowitz) ’80
David L. Jensen, MS ’81, PhD ’85 Alfred Jensen

Josephine Lamont Brill, GR ’80-81
Laurie JosephsonWarren Josephson, JD ’79 

Jill Sheinberg Josephson, JD ’80
Jonathon S. Keller ’78 Alex Keller

Robin (Feiner) ’78
Joo H. Kim, PhD ’96 Lynn Kim

Joo-Young Son, MS ’94, PhD ’97
John S. Klinger, MS ’74, PhD ’78 Jane Klinger

Mary Elizabeth (Bauer) ’77
Scott H. Koehler ’78 Allison Koehler

Paula (Nolan) ’80
Dexter C. Kozen II, MS ’76, PhD ’77 Timothy Kozen 

Frances (Holmes) ’72, MS ’77
Vidyadhar G. Kulkarni, MS ’79, Arvind Kulkarni

PhD ’80
Radhika (Devarajan), MS ’80, PhD ’81

Jacqueline KusnierzTheodore T. Kusnierz ’84 
Mary Ellen (O’Neill) ’88

Gerald A. Lazar ’81 Alexander Lazar
Risa M. Rosenberg ’80

Byoung-Hoon Lee, MS ’94, PhD ’97 Homin Lee

Sarah Lefsky
Hye-Young Kang, MS ’95

Brian Lefsky ’80 
Amy B. Klein ’80

Bowman K. Atkins, MA  ’79 Jordan Leon-Atkins
Judith C. Leon, MA  ’79

William O. L. Lim ’80, BArch ’81, Vincent Lim
MArch ’82 

Lavina (Mui) ’78, BS HE ’80
Robert F. Mancuso, JD ’73 Paul Mancuso

*Harriet (Stein), JD ’73
Creighton T. Marcott ’77 

Marianne (Basarab) ’78
Jacquelene Marcott

(continued on page 103)
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THREE CORNELL GENERATIONS
Of the students entering in 2007, 76 are listed as third-generation Cornellians.

STUDENT
Kathleen Ayers

PARENT
David M. Ayers ’80

GRANDPARENT
Ira M. Ayers Jr. ’51, BME ’52

Samuel Boochever
Laura (Day) ’78, MBA ’86

Stephen S. Boochever ’78

William Brumsted

Joseph Boochever, JD ’49

Harlan B. Brumsted MS ’49,
PhD ’54
Evelyn (Call) ’46, BS ’45

Matthew Carrier

Peter Chatigny

Patricia (Levine) ’78
David E. Brumsted ’71

Mark G. Carrier ’80
Cheryl (Hines) ’80

Stacey Savin ’76

*Robert J. Hines ’55,
JD ’58, MA ’68, PhD ’70

*Peter S. Savin ’52
Elaine (Sneirson) ’53

Keith Cochran Christopher M. Cochran ’79 Bernard L. Schapiro ’52

Ethan Cohen
Erica Crump

Amy (Schapiro) ’81
Peter F. Cohen ’74
Steven P. Crump ’82

Lisa (Mummery) ’82
Elizabeth Dalrymple David C. Dalrymple,

Cecilia 
MBA ’85

Sarah Pedraza 
DeLencquesaing DeLencquesaing ’80

Deanna Dickerman
Sarah Dimiduk

Allan W. Dickerman ’84
Kathryn Conway 

Dimiduk ’79

William Douglas
James Farrell

John Felice

Floyd C. Douglas ’71
James J. Farrell ’77,

ME ’80
Catherine (Gobel) ’79

Jon B. Felice ’83
Samuel Fessenden John S. Fessenden ’85

Helen Ortenberg Abrams ’46
Robert E. Crump ’59

Charles E. Dalrymple ’50

Francisco Pedraza ’55,
MBA ’57
Sarah (Dyer) ’56

Robert W. Dickerman ’51
Richard Conway ’53, PhD ’58

Edythe (Davies) ’54,
MEd ’56, PhD ’79

Augustus W. Dymes ’60
*James R. Farrell ’50

Vera (Johnston) ’49

Alfred J. Felice ’55, MD ’59
Edwin D. Fessenden ’54

Christopher Frink *Charles R. Frink ’53, PhD ’60

Sarah Furnish
Roberta (Manchester) ’53

Marybelle Pilette Gray ’50,
BS ’47

Curt Ganeles Ronald Ganeles ’55

Mariann (Roese) ’84
Richard O. Frink ’82

Jeanette (Ryan) ’82
Michael Furnish, PhD ’86

Eric Ganeles ’81
Marla I. Platt ’81 Joyce (Kemins) ’56

Gabriel Gershenfeld Joel E. Cutcher- Gladys Waltcher 
Gershenfeld ’78 Gershenfeld, MS ’51

Matthew Green Stephanie Weill Green ’85 Penny Freedman Weill ’64
Hannah Guthrie Janice Meeker Guthrie ’76 *L. Grant Meeker ’39
Liv Harder *Vivian Nicander Tillman,

Adam Hardie

Karen Tillman Harder ’81

Holly Norris Hardie ’80

Andrew Hart
Matti Hart

MA ’48
David Hardie ’49

Joan (Dickey) ’49
James A. Norris ’51
Joseph C. Buck,s LLB ’50
John V. Faist ’55

Katherine Hayes

Kayoko Hirata

Louise E. Buck, PhD ’00
Nancy Faist Hart ’78
Bruce D. Hayes ’83

Sharon (Lees) ’85
Tetsuo Hirata, MArch ’83

*Donald J. Hayes ’52
Eleanor (Winzler), MA ’53

*Shigeo Hirata ’31
Shannon Holm Craig E. Holm ’76, MBA ’78 Bart E. Holm ’48
Kevin Holtzman Richard A. Holtzman ’76 *Richard E. Holtzman ’41

Sheila (Kennedy) ’73, MBA ’74
Connor Huyler

Helen Ingerman

Bradshaw Irish

Norah Kennedy

Daniel Klein

Rachel Klion

Peter A. Huyler, DVM ’56
*Margaret (Rogers) ’54

*Percy Ingerman ’33, LLB ’35

Ronald B. Furry ’53, MS ’55

Charles L. Koester Jr. ’55

Harold Oaklander ’52

Sanford Klion ’46
Stephen Koltz *Daniel J. Kean Jr. ’42

*Elayne (May) ’41
Scott Legel

Kimberly Levine

Duncan D. Huyler ’83
Erica (Nichols) ’82

Peter K. Ingerman ’76
Carmen Knoepffler ’76

Lloyd P. Irish ’75
Suzanne Furry-Irish ’76

James L. Kennedy ’78
Susan (Koester) ’79

Anne Louise Oaklander 
Klein ’80

Seth L. Klion ’78
†Francis R. Czerwinski,

MA ’65, PhD ’72
Jill Dolliver Legel 

Christiansen ’85
Michael J. Levine ’84

James S. Dolliver ’53, PhD ’60
Mary Ann (Whitaker) ’56

Ronald R. Levine ’61, JD ’63

STUDENT
Alana Levy

GRANDPARENT
Irving E. Sisman, MD ’37

Kerrie Lopez

PARENT
Janet Sisman Levy ’74
Stephen H. Lopez ’72

Kelly Mannix John C. Mannix Jr. ’80

*Robert A. Lopez, DVM ’45
Marjorie (Beha) ’45,BS ’44

*John C. Mannix ’53, JD ’58
M. Kathleen (Kennedy) Robert L. Kennedy, DVM ’55

’80, MBA ’82
Matthew Martin

Grace Masters

Sarah McClung

James R. Martin ’81

Peter B. Masters ’76
Susan (Corbett) ’78

James A. McClung ’78

Robert F. Martin ’54, LLB ’60
Barbara Leyson Martin ’57,

BS Ag ’59
William J. Corbett ’42
John D. Masters ’45, BA ’48
A. Colin McClung, MS ’49,
PhD ’50

Dylan McCurrach Duncan C. McCurrach ’81 John C. McCurrach ’56
Marjorie (Dade) ’56

Hannah McDermott John M. McDermott ’82 Philip C. Griffen ’57

Christopher 
Laura (Griffen) ’82

Laurie A. Gordon, Robert S. Gordon ’43
McKennan
Madison Meyer

MD ’80
Abbie Bookbinder 

Joelle Milton
Nathan Mitchell

Meyer ’83
Terri Ann Lowenthal ’80
Erik K. Mitchell ’72

Leigh Morehouse E. John Morehouse ’72

*Samuel C. Bookbinder Jr.
’57

Mort A. Lowenthal ’53
*Phillip M. Mitchell ’38
Natalie Mann Rosenstock ’47

Ellen (Rosenstock) ’72
Michael Morton *Lee E. Morton II ’79

Patricia (Decker) ’78,
MME ’79

Julia Nissi

Theresa O’Connell

Tristan Owens

Richard G. Nissi ’79
Priscilla (Lanigan)’79

Mary T. O’Hara ’80,
BS HE ’82

Thomas Owens, PhD ’85
Caroline Paganussi Julie P. Henry ’81
Francisco Pedraza Ricardo T. Pedraza,

Lee E. Morton ’54
Mary (Fitzgerald) ’56

*Edward F. Lanigan ’48

Brendan P. O’Hara ’46

*Emmet M. Owens Sr. ’43
John B. Henry ’51
Francisco Pedraza ’55,

MBA ’57

Walter Peek
Velthur Pendell

Sarah (Dyer) ’56
Walter A. Peek ’49
Maribelle Pendell ’56

Stephen Perry
Alison Philbrook

*Robert Saltzer ’52
*Joseph B. Bugliari, JD ’59

Benjamin Ranard

Paul Ricciuti

BArch ’80

Walter D. Peek ’80
Kenneth J. Pendell ’78

Stacy (Jackson) ’79
Neil S. Perry ’76
Linda Bugliari 

Philbrook ’79
Richard C. Ranard ’78

Ellen (Scheinberg) ’80
James R. Ricciuti ’76

Cameron Salzberger Mark T. Salzberger ’85
Ann (Staley) ’85

Connor Schmidt

Elliot D. Ranard ’48

Geoffrey G. Gilbert, GR ’57
Robert W. Staley ’57, MBA ’59

Elizabeth (Chapman) ’60
Sabina Ball Schmidt ’51

Mathew Sevin
Alexander Silver

R. Eric Schmidt Jr. ’78
Irik P. Sevin ’69
Richard B. Silver ’80

*Malvin P. Sevin ’39
*Jerome M. Silver ’47

Janice (Caro) ’80

Julie Spalding Lynda Hershey

Barbara (Bayer) ’47
Ulrich F. Caro ’47

Gloria (Green) ’49
*Donald C. Hershey ’27,

Spalding ’80 BArch ’31 
Benjamin Stamp Christopher L. Stamp ’83 Eric J. Myer, DVM ’60

Martha (Welch) ’61
Laura Stirling

Elizabeth (Myer) ’85
Thomas L. Stirling Jr. *Thomas L. Stirling ’25

Steven Turell Sheldon B. Oshin ’50

Gregory Weisbrod

’63, JD ’69
Jonathan B. Turell ’81 *
Emily Oshin Turell ’82
David A. Weisbrod ’68 *Carol T. Simon ’39

Margaret (Simon) ’66
Jordan Whitlock William T. Whitlock ’86, *Richard G. Whitlock ’53

BArch ’87

Kevin Wickham
Lecia (Cushing) ’86

William S. Wickham ’86
Debbie (Spampinato) ’85

Cassandra Wolcott Bruce Wolcott, MBA ’78

Mary Lu (Depuy) ’55

Donald I. Wickham ’55

Arthur S. Wolcott ’49
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Great-Grandfather
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(continued from page 101)

James E. Meister, MA  ’77, PhD ’79 Laura Meister
Kathleen (O’Neill) ’76, MS ’79

Mikel L. Moore, JD ’83 Sean Moore
Eileen Dennis GilBride, JD ’83
Lee R. Morisy ’76 Kathryn Morisy

Michele (Landis) ’76
Roberto Morson ’80, MBA ’83 Nicole Morson

Claire (Maulucci) ’80, MBA ’83
Jeffrey H. Moskow ’79 Jacob Moskow

Laurie (Hanselman) ’80, BA ’82
Donald E. Motschwiller ’80 Melanie

Amy (Jupiter) ’80 Motschwiller
Vincent J. Mulcahy ’71 Peter Mulcahy

Cynthia (Livermore) ’72
Peer H. Munck ’81 Erik Munck

Jennifer (Shachner) ’82
Neil J. Negrin ’72 Samantha Negrin

Bonnie (Sussman) ’72
Anthony G. Nekut Jr. ’72, PhD ’79 Graham Nekut

Susan (Schatz), PhD ’83
Kendall J. Newman ’80 Elise Newman

Patti (Lafrate) ’81
Alan C. Ong, BArch ’79, MBA ’86 Kristen Ong

William Peterson

Ross Peyser

Jaclyn Popkin

Luke Pryor

Chase Rakowski

Marina (Lim), MBA ’87
Andrew A. Peterson ’77 

Ann (Reuter) ’77
*Howard J. Peyser ’71
Joanne Newman Peyser ’75
Gregg A. Popkin ’79

Joan (Discepolo) ’79
Keith T. Pryor, MBA ’80 

Mary B. Geisz, PhD ’98
Thomas J. Rakowski ’72 

Carol (Carnes) ’75

Richard P. Reitman, MS ’76, Laura Reitman
PhD ’78 
Martha (Eigg) ’78

Juan C. Rodriguez ’83 Daniel Rodriguez
Maria Weiss-Rodriguez ’84

William J. F. Roll III, JD ’79 Jessica Roll
Terry I. Barchenko ’81
Ira D. Rosen ’76 Max Rosen

Iris M. Schneider ’76
Steve D. Sidrane, MRP ’79 Lindsey Sidrane

Karen (Schwartz) ’78
John A. Siliciano ’75 Andrew Siliciano

Rosanne Mayer ’75
Timothy W. Stanton ’85 Samuel Stanton

Colleen (Bulich) ’85
David S. Stonehill ’85 Katherine Stonehill

Elisabeth (Borsy) ’83, ME ’84
Andrew R. Atwell, MS ’01, PhD ’02 Ashley Strasheim

Tina M. Strasheim ’98, M ILR ’00
Alexandria Strauss

Brett Sumpio

Rosalea Taam

Janelle Teng

Bennett Wechsler

Elizabeth Wolfsthal

Jennifer Wong

Renni Xie

Michael H. Strauss ’81 
Debra (Wilson) ’83

Bauer E. Sumpio, MD/PhD ’81 
Catherine (Zappolo) ’76

Milton L. Taam ’73 
Barbara (Shafer) ’74

Theodore Teng ’79 
Jane Wong-Teng ’77

Ron J. Wechsler ’77 
Debra M. Biegelson ’77

Ted D.Wolfsthal ’80, MCE ’82
Georgina (Bravo), MCE ’82

Roger K. Wong ’77 
Linda Chin ’77

Yong Xie, PhD ’89 
Heather (Smith), JD ’89

David W. Zalaznick ’76 Amy Zalaznick
Barbara (Milstein) ’76

Peter S.Glassman ’79 Morgan 
Ellen D. Zimmerman ’81 Zimmerglass

GRANDPARENT(S) ONLY
73 new students note at least one Cornellian grand-
parent. Other multi-generational connections are listed
in the introductory paragraphs and elsewhere.

Child
Tal Akabas

Nora Allen

Grandparent(s)
Mort A. Lowenthal ’53 
Shelley Epstein Akabas ’51
Raymond L. Hunicke ’46 
*Eric G. Archer, DVM ’58 Davis Archer
*Albert E. Arent ’32, LLB ’35 Madison Arent
Frank E. Hano ’55 Melanie Baevsky

Wilson Baldwin

Joelle Bazaz
Anders Benson

Thomas S. Croskey ’53 
Elizabeth (Weiss) ’54

Robert J. Bazaz, MME ’52 
Wayne Hill, GR ’41-42 
William L. Boll ’58 Sarah Boll

Constance (Clibbon) ’56
*Edward G. Bradley, MD ’48 Alexandra Bradley

Zachary Bucheister
Brooke Cagwin
Ryan Caira
Lauren Candee

William Ruberman ’45 
Samuel C. Sanford, JD ’57 
*Franklin F. Offner ’33
Irving G. Candee ’51 
Arthur Kalish ’51 Stephen Chader
*Dorothea Stevens Reed, Robert Chudy

SP Ag ’52-53 
John K. Clement ’38 Sarah Clement
M. Carr Ferguson ’52, LLB ’54 Graham Corrigan

Gretchen Craig
Michaela Culver

Marion (Nelson), MA ’54
Jean Brown Craig ’52 
Marne Obernauer ’41 
Richard R. Allison ’54 Richard Culver

Lyn (Murray) ’54

John Behm FatherBrian S. Behm ’76
Elizabeth E. Johnson ’76 Mother
*Frederick S. Johnson ’43, BS Ag ’46 Grandfather

Great-Grandfather

Brice Cooke

*Frederick M. Johnson 1901

Judith L. Brown ’74 Mother
Grandfather
Grandmother

*H. Gassaway Brown III ’51
*Barbara (Twist) ’50

*Henry G. Brown ’22 Great-Grandfather

Jessica Croll David D. Croll ’70 Father
Grandfather*Robert S. Croll ’24

*Andrew G. Croll 1895 Great-Grandfather

Megan Daetsch William H. Daetsch ’73 Father
Grandfather*William J. Daetsch Jr. ’37, LLB ’39

*William J. Daetsch Sr., JD 1908 Great-Grandfather

Matthew Dalrymple David J. Dalrymple, MBA ’77 Father
Grandmother*Mary Wood Dalrymple ’45

*Edward J. Wood ’15 Great-Grandfather

Cory Felder Father
Grandfather
Great-Grandfather

Jamison Hahn Mother
Grandfather
Grandmother
Great-Grandmother

Thomas Hayford Father
Mother
Grandmother

Robert R. Felder, MD ’82
Charles A. Rodin ’52
*Louis Rodin ’27

Linda A. Ford ’77
*Winfred N. Ford ’49

Jean (Edsall) ’46
Gertrude Roselle Edsall ’17

David P. Hayford ’78
June (Drake) ’78

Peggy Jack Drake ’49
*Andrew Jack ’19 Great-Grandfather

FOUR GENERATIONS
Of the students entering in 2007, 17 are listed as fourth-generation
Cornellians.

Steven Jenkins Father
Grandfather
Grandmother
Great-Grandfather

Brandon Levitan Father
Grandfather
Great-Grandfather

Catherine Lyman

David H. Jenkins ’73, DVM ’77
DuBois L. Jenkins, DVM ’43

Doris (Holmes) ’44
*David M. Jenkins ’17

David E. Levitan ’83
Robert E. Levitan ’54
*Benjamin Levitan ’25

Gail Boehm Lyman ’75 Mother
Grandfather*Curtis L. Lyman, JD ’51

*William Lyman 1912 Great-Grandfather

Gavin MacKellar Father
Grandfather
Great-Grandfather

William Minnock Father
Mother
Grandfather
Grandmother
Grandfather
Great-Grandfather

David Opatrny

Ian J. MacKellar ’78, DVM ’81
James M. MacKellar ’52
*Gordon MacKellar ’20

William F. Minnock III ’79, MBA ’83
Debra (Kearl) ’81

*C. Delmar Kearl, PhD ’49
Marjorie (Lail) ’82, BS HE ’87

William F. Minnock Jr. ’44
*William F. Minnock Sr. 1910

David J. Opatrny ’79 Father
Grandfather*Donald C. Opatrny ’50

*Harold S. Booth, PhD ’19 Great-Grandfather

Emma Tall George W. Tall IV, MBA ’82 Father
Grandfather*George W. Tall III ’52

*George W. Tall Jr. 1913 Great-Grandfather

Harry Weiss Jeffrey P. Weiss ’79 Father
Grandfather*Donald A. Weiss ’49

*B. Bertrand Weiss 1909 Great-Grandfather

Charles Whittaker Mother
Grandfather

Elizabeth Vaughan Whittaker ’84
John C. Vaughan III ’56
*John C. Vaughan ’29

(continued on page 104)
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Alumni Deaths

’27—Katherine Barton Brauner (Mrs. Erling B.
’29, MFA ’33) of East Lansing, MI, September 17,
2007; elementary school teacher; active in com-
munity affairs. Alpha Phi.

’27 BA—Raenette Purdy Meyer (Mrs. Jerold S.
’23) of Grand Rapids, MI, November 5, 2007.

’29 BA—Virginia Gary Cornwall of Chittenango,
NY, January 2, 2008; retired elementary school
teacher; VP, Star Molding Corp.; artist; author;
active in community affairs.

’29 BA, MA ’32—Philip H. Freund of New York
City, December 20, 2007; professor emeritus,
Fordham U.; author; wrote Stage by Stage; ac-
tive in professional and alumni affairs. Zeta
Beta Tau.

’30 BA—Herbert Barrett of New York City,
November 5, 2007; former chairman and presi-
dent, Herbert Barrett Management; represented
classical and jazz musicians; active in community
and professional affairs.

’30 BS Ag, PhD ’36—William A. Rawlins of
Black Mountain, NC, formerly of Ithaca, NY,
December 31, 2007; professor emeritus of ento-
mology, Cornell U.; active in community, profes-
sional, and alumni affairs. Alpha Zeta.

’31 BEE—William H. Vogel Jr. of West Chester,
PA, formerly of Warren, CT, November 6, 2007;
retired engineer, General Electric; pioneer in tel-
evision electronics; veteran; active in community,
religious, and alumni affairs.

’32 BS Hotel—Harry S. Jackson Jr. of Lake-
wood, NJ, January 31, 2008; owner, Asbury Carl-
ton Hotel; active in community, professional, and
religious affairs.

’32 BS Ag—Michael J. Sullivan of Peru, NY, July
24, 2005; lumberman; veteran; active in civic,
community, professional, and religious affairs.
Wife, Barbara (Tupper) ’38, MA ’43.

’33—Emil R. Blaukopf of Delray Beach, FL, for-
merly of South River, NJ, October 21, 2007; den-
tist; active in professional affairs.

’33-34 Law—Richard G. Cotter of Buffalo, NY,
January 1, 1992; attorney.

’33 BS Hotel—Lynn P. Himmelman of Seattle,
WA, December 17, 2007; former CEO, Westin
Hotels; member, ownership group, Seattle Sea-
hawks; veteran; active in civic, community, pro-
fessional, and alumni affairs. Delta Tau Delta.

’33, BCE ’34—Frederick F. Wood of Sarasota, FL,
January 27, 2008; civil engineer; active in alumni
affairs. Phi Kappa Psi.

’34 BA—Byron A. Hero of New York City, Decem-
ber 31, 2007; surgeon; professor of clinical sur-
gery, New York U. Medical School; veteran; active
in community and professional affairs.

’34 BME—Fulton Holtby of Minneapolis, MN,
November 19, 2007; professor, U. of Minnesota;
forensic engineer. Lambda Chi Alpha. 

’34 PhD—Kenneth Hood of Arlington Heights,
IL, December 15, 2007; economist and market-
ing specialist, American Farm Bureau Federation;
taught at Cornell U. and Penn State U.; veteran;
author; active in civic, community, and profes-
sional affairs. Alpha Zeta.

’34 BME—Charles D. MacLean of Oshkosh, WI,
January 27, 2008; supervisor, Oshkosh B’Gosh.
Phi Kappa Sigma.

’34 MD—E. Allan McLean of Falmouth, ME,
December 23, 2005; physician; veteran; active in
community, professional, and religious affairs.

’35 BA, LLB ’37—Edward W. Harker of Media,
PA, formerly of Bayonne, NJ, December 29, 2007;
attorney; veteran; musician; Pi Kappa Phi.

’35 BA, MD ’38—John D. Hunter of Manhasset,
NY, January 11, 2008; physician.

’35—Albert J. Rost of White Plains, NY, April 10,
2005; retired school principal and guidance coun-
selor; veteran; active in community affairs.

’35 BS HE—Pearl Margolin Zimmerman (Mrs.
Irving, DVM ’35) of New York City, January 5,
2008; active in community, religious, and alum-
ni affairs.

’36 BA—Harold R. Berger of Elizabeth, NJ, Feb-
ruary 17, 2008; pediatrician; veteran.

’36-39 SP Ag—Charles P. Ingram of Penn Yan,
NY, September 5, 2005.

’36 BS HE—Elena Reyna Mathews of Dayton,
OH, August 29, 2007.

’37 BA—Bernard E. Diamond of Yonkers, NY,
November 28, 2007; owner, Wings Luggage Co.;
veteran; active in religious affairs. Beta Sigma
Rho. Wife, Adele (Massell) ’38.

’37—Basil S. DuMond of Walton, NY, November
8, 2006; farmer; active in professional and reli-
gious affairs.

’37 PhD—Paul J. Findlen of Caribou, ME, April
18, 1999.

’37 BS Ag—Claire Kelly Gilbert (Mrs. Perry W.,
PhD ’40) of Ithaca, NY, January 1, 2008; author;
editor; translator; active in community, profes-
sional, and alumni affairs. Kappa Alpha Theta.

’37—Sylvia Gustafson of Ithaca, NY, February
9, 2008; retired from the First Nat’l Bank of
Ithaca.

’37 BS HE—Eleanor Slack Hunsdorfer of Apollo
Beach, FL, January 14, 2008; retired teacher.
Alpha Xi Delta.

Colin Dabrowski
Elana Dahlager

G. Peter Smith ’50
Phyllis Melnick ’55
Peter F. Jackson ’63 Mark Detwiler
*Chester H. Edmunds, MS ’52 Sarah Edmunds
Robert R. Elliott ’47, MEd ’55 Candice Elliott

Therese (Driscoll) ’47
Julian T. Euell, PhD ’80 Justin Euell-Malcolm
*Joseph B. Gilbert ’40, LLB ’47 Ethan Gilbert
George A. Gilmour ’55, PhD ’63 Jeffrey Gilmour
Arnold R. Huntress ’52

Betty Ann (Brundage) ’54
Harold C. Gould ’51 Michael Gould

Emily Humphrey

Stephen Huysman
Max Jacobson

David Kalkstein
Stephanie Kauffman
Kristen Knodel
Leigh Korey
Maureen Lee
Jared Levy
Marley Lubin
Joseph Manganelli
Nicolas Martin

*Charles E. Ostrander ’41
Gracia (Byrne) ’43

Ellen E. Humphrey ’47
Henry D. Barrows Jr. ’36
Arnold M. Smith ’39
Ruth Marcus Jacobson ’48,

BA ’47
Marvin I. Kalkstein ’47
George M. Lewis ’53
*James Conley 1910
*Louis F. Warrick, MS ’24
*Thomas K. Coyne ’55
**Manuel Gottlieb ’4
Joan Flynn Rogers ’47
John A. Manganelli ’43
Helen Icken Safa ’52
Peter H. Plamondon Sr. ’54 Brendan McNamara

Lorraine (Pietryka) ’55
Albert R. Mead, PhD ’42 Aimee Mead

Eleanor (Morrow) ’43
*Vaugn F. Flyger ’45, Tristan Morris

Timothy Murphy
Lauren Neuendorf

BS Ag ’48
*Kevin L. Murphy ’56
Arthur R. Seaton Jr. ’48
Thomas R. Keene ’42, Casey O’Brien

Lindsay O’Hara
BArch ’47

John T. Yunker ’69
Charles W. West Jr. ’53, Katherine Paxson

MBA ’56 
Christopher Pelligra
Mara Perman

*George E. Williams ’45
*Albert W. Miller, DVM ’49

*Margaret (Gibson) ’48
Jessica PowersHarold T. Brew Jr., MD ’54 

William H. Rowland II, Alice Rowland
GR ’70-71 

Daniel Rowoth
Amy Ryan
Rose Sacktor
Kirsten Sauer
Erica Schmidt
Margaret Schnog

*Winthrop W. Grice ’53
Thomas O. Nuttle ’51
*Bert Sacktor ’43
**Manson Benedict ’2
Doris Tingley Schmidt ’40
Alfred Schnog ’53
Ann Greenberg Schnog ’54
John A. Bistline Jr., Brandon Seaman

Renee Sears

Carolyn Sedgwick

Owen Skinner
Sarah Stokoe

MS ’48
Raymond W. Sears Jr. ’57 

Audrey (Wildner) ’58
Arthur H. Nilson, MS ’56 
Lee Mitchell Nilson ’48
Fred W. McLafferty PhD ’50 
Larry W. Stokoe ’57 
*William L. Strub ’50 Sherilena Strub
*Zygmunt M. Tomkiewicz ’53, Alex Tomkiewicz

Jed Torrey
MD ’57 

*John W. Gillard ’49 
Roy E. Gold ’53, MBA ’55 Gavrielle Untracht
Winifred Skiff Kutchukian ’70 Evan Walsh

Mary Abigail Warren
Meredith White

*Ralph J. Barrett ’35
*James McGinnis, PhD ’44
*John M.Wrightson, PhD ’44 Cole Wrightson

(continued from page 103)
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’37 BME—Peter B. Rutan of Port Clinton, OH,
December 18, 2007; retired from Owens-Corning
Fiberglass; developed fiberglass manufacturing
plants; veteran; active in community affairs.
Alpha Sigma Phi.

’38—Davis E. Adler of Honolulu, HI, December
4, 2007.

’38 BA, DVM ’42—Leon I. Blostein of Rochester,
NY, August 16, 2002; veterinarian.

’38 BME—Edward R. Brewer of Ithaca, formerly
of Cortland, NY, February 3, 2008; mechanical
engineer. Sigma Phi Epsilon.

’38 MS—Robert L. Crowell of Ponte Vedra
Beach, FL, June 29, 2001.

’38 BEE—Horatio W. Dickerson of Huntington,
NY, December 27, 2007; retired electrical engi-
neer; active in alumni affairs.

’38 BS Ag—Owen L. French of Contoocook, NH,
December 18, 2007; business administrator, New
Hampshire state welfare division; mgr., FMC
Corp.; treasurer, Merrimack County Telephone Co.;
active in civic, community, and alumni affairs.
Acacia.

’38, BA ’39—Virginia Dominis Koch (Mrs. Fred-
erick W. ’40) of Honolulu, HI, October 23, 2007;
active in alumni affairs.

’38 BS HE—Marguerite E. Legge of Ithaca, NY,
February 9, 2008; retired science and history
teacher. 

’38 MS—Thomas H. Lipscomb of Moorestown,
NJ, November 14, 2007; retired Army major gen-
eral; former director, Southeast Michigan Transit
Authority and Delaware River Port Authority; vet-
eran; active in professional affairs.

’38 BS Ag—Anthony C. Maier of Tifton, GA, May
27, 2007; owner, Bent Mountain Greenhouses;
carnation grower; veteran; active in professional
affairs.

’38 BEE—Harry L. Martien Jr. of Pepper Pike,
OH, December 31, 2007; active in alumni affairs.
Phi Gamma Delta.

’38—George Nicholls of San Fernando, CA, Octo-
ber 22, 2007; retired electronics technician,
Wurlitzer Organ Co.; active in civic affairs.

’38—Keith D. Seiffert of Webster, NY, August
17, 1999. Kappa Delta Rho.

’38 BME—James A. Vaughn of Sea Island, GA,
formerly of Akron, OH, October 20, 2007; retired
president, Vaughn Machinery Co.; active in com-
munity, professional, and alumni affairs. Psi
Upsilon.

’38 BA—Richard L. Williamson of Diamond
Springs, CA, September 27, 2007.

’39 PhD—Paul L. Barrick of Boulder, CO, Febru-
ary 16, 2008; professor of chemical engineering,
U. of Colorado, Boulder; consultant; also worked
at DuPont; active in professional affairs.

’39 BA—Mary Gilliams Fitzpatrick (Mrs. Hugh F.

’36) of Marquette, MI, June 3, 2007; school
librarian; active in community and religious
affairs.

’39 BA, MA ’70—Barbara Babcock Payne of
Ithaca, NY, January 19, 2008; fundraiser, St.
Paul’s College; assistant dean of academic
advising, Cornell U.; horticulturist; active in
civic, community, religious, and alumni affairs.
Alpha Phi.

’39—Grant N. Stemmermann of Cincinnati, OH,
formerly of Honolulu, HI, November 17, 2007;
professor of pathology, U. of Cincinnati; director
of laboratories, Kuakini Hospital; principal inves-
tigator, Honolulu Heart Program; veteran; active
in community and professional affairs. Sigma Nu.

’39—Gordon C. Trolley of New York City, Octo-
ber 21, 2007; executive, Waldorf-Astoria Hotel;
resort manager; veteran. Alpha Sigma Phi.

’39, BS Ag ’65—Richard E. Turrell of Chitte-
nango, NY, December 6, 2007; middle school spe-
cial education teacher, Otsego-Northern Catskill
BOCES; active in civic, community, professional,
and religious affairs. 

’39 BS Hotel—Richard K. Whitehill of Fort
Pierce, FL, December 13, 2007; active in alumni
affairs. Wife, Carol (Young) ’38.

’40 BS Ag—Earle K. Billington of Pittsford, NY,
April 21, 2007; sales representative, Oakite Prod-
ucts; veteran; teacher; carriage horse trainer;
active in community and religious affairs.

’40 MS—Richard O. Bohm of Hampton Falls, NH,
November 22, 2007.

’40 BA—Shirley Benjamin Feltman (Mrs. Lee
’39, JD ’41) of New York City, February 4, 2008;
psychoanalyst.

’40 BME—Alden W. Gallup of Grosse Pointe, MI,
April 4, 2005; district sales manager, Hanna Fur-
nace division of Nat’l Steel Corp.; veteran. Sig-
ma Phi.

’40, BA ’41—Robert T. Gilchrist of Burr Ridge,
IL, February 14, 2008; chairman and president,
Federal Signal; veteran; active in civic, commu-
nity, and professional affairs. Delta Upsilon.

’40 BS HE—Frances Raynor Halsey of West-
hampton, NY, October 26, 2007; homemaker.
Chi Omega.

’40 BA—Marjorie Dale Hemingway (Mrs. John C.
’39) of Lyons, NY, December 3, 2007; active in
alumni affairs. Alpha Phi.

’40 BS Ag—Claire D. Mather of Chesterfield, MO,
November 11, 2007; high school teacher.

’40 BS HE—Bette Limpert Mayhew of Sun City,
AZ, January 10, 2008; active in alumni affairs.
Kappa Kappa Gamma.

’40 BS Ag—Charles H. Monroe of McCall Creek,
MS, September 22, 2007; retired bacteriologist
and biochemist, FDA; veteran; active in commu-
nity and religious affairs.

’40 BA, MA ’41—Natalie Silverston Nixon of

Greenbrae, CA, January 25, 2008; retired social
worker. Husband, Charles R. Nixon, PhD ’47.

’40 BS Ag, PhD ’47—Daniel J. O’Kane of Win-
chester, VA, December 21, 2007; professor of
microbiology, U. of Pennsylvania; veteran; active
in alumni affairs. Alpha Zeta. Wife, Doreen
(Jeffs), GR ’46-47.

’40 BA—Charles T. Stewart of Gulf Stream, FL,
January 19, 2008; attorney; senior VP and gen-
eral counsel, J.C. Penney Co.; veteran; active in
civic, community, professional, and alumni
affairs. Theta Delta Chi. Wife, Patricia (Carry) ’50.

’40 PhD—Udell B. Stone of Rochester, NY, April
26, 2007. Wife, Barbara (Fitzpatrick) ’42.

’40 BS Ag—Rev. Jesse M. Young of North Rose,
NY, August 19, 2005; pastor; missionary; former
agriculture teacher; active in religious affairs.
Cayuga Lodge.

’41 BA—Ruth Christie Barnes of Greenland, NH,
November 15, 2007; active in alumni affairs.

’41 BA—Joseph E. Bernstein of Boynton Beach,
FL, November 30, 2006; CEO, Central Glass Dis-
tributors; veteran. Sigma Alpha Mu.

’41—Philip T. Brodie of Austin, TX, formerly of
Farmington, CT, January 27, 2008; retired engi-
neer, Edwards Co.

’41 DVM—Joseph Ferris of Bloomfield, NY, Jan-
uary 29, 2008; veterinarian; veteran; active in
alumni affairs.

’41 BCE—Edmund B. King of Rochester, NY,
December 12, 2007; retired from Taylor Instru-
ment; retired Army colonel; veteran; active in
community and alumni affairs. Tau Beta Phi.

’41, BA ’42—John Leto Jr. of Oswego, NY, Sep-
tember 24, 2005; owner, John Leto Assocs. Alpha
Chi Rho.

’41, BEE ’46, MEE ’49—Benjamin Nichols of
Trumansburg, NY, November 24, 2007; professor
emeritus, Cornell U.; former mayor of Ithaca; vet-
eran; active in civic, community, professional,
and alumni affairs.

’41 JD—Harold F. Porter Jr. of Wuerzburg, Ger-
many, April 9, 2007; attorney.

’41 BS Ag—Herman A. Schwartz of Mill Valley,
CA, January 12, 2008; retired oncologist, Kaiser
Medical Center; founder, Marin-Bolinas Botanical
Gardens; taught botany and biology at UC Berke-
ley; founder, Strawberry Press; active in commu-
nity and professional affairs.

’41 BA—Richard H. Weiss of Bay Harbor Is-
lands, FL, November 14, 2007; attorney. Beta
Sigma Rho.

’42 BA—Beverly Ham Allen of Arcade, NY,
December 26, 2007; retired schoolteacher; active
in community, professional, religious, and alumni
affairs.

’42, BA ’46—David B. Arentzen of Brooklyn,
NY, February 19, 2007; social worker; veteran.
Sigma Chi.
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’42, BA ’43—Roger D. Bennett of Hope, AR,
March 7, 2008; retired poultry farmer; active in
professional and religious affairs.

’42 BA—William J. Bischof of Hayden Lake, ID,
July 23, 2007; retired IBM executive; veteran;
active in community affairs. Theta Chi.

’42 BS Ag, PhD ’51—Lloyd H. Davis of Las
Cruces, NM, November 6, 2007; executive direc-
tor, American Assn. of Adult and Continuing Edu-
cation; branch chief of science and education
staff, USDA; administrator, Federal Extension
Svc.; veteran; active in civic, community, profes-
sional, and alumni affairs. Alpha Zeta.

’42 LLB—Richard H. Finefrock of Bellefontaine,
OH, April 26, 2005; attorney; judge.

’42 BA—Louis Fishman of Hightstown, NJ, Jan-
uary 22, 2008; physician.

’42 BME—James M. Goodwillie of York, PA, Feb-
ruary 6, 2008; retired sales manager, Armstrong
World Industries; veteran; active in community,
religious, and alumni affairs. Delta Phi.

’42 MD—Carlton C. Hunt of Highlands, NC, Feb-
ruary 8, 2008; professor emeritus of physiology,
U. of North Carolina, Chapel Hill; chair, physiol-
ogy depts., Washington U., Yale School of Medi-
cine, and U. of Utah; also taught at Albert Ein-
stein School of Medicine and the Rockefeller
Inst.; veteran; expert on spinal cord physiology;
author; active in professional affairs.

’42 MEd, PhD ’59—M. Boyd Jones of Virginia
Beach, VA, January 19, 2008; professor emeritus
of mathematics, Norfolk State U.; also taught at
Alabama State, Maryland State, and St. Paul’s col-
leges; civil rights leader; veteran; active in civic,
community, and professional affairs.

’42 BS Ag—Edward Miller of Freehold, NJ,
November 12, 2007; retired medical director,
Organon Pharmaceuticals; former director of clin-
ical oncology, Hoffman LaRoche; veteran; active
in civic, professional, and religious affairs.

’42—Richard H. Rothstein of Coconut Creek, FL,
August 27, 2007. Sigma Alpha Mu.

’42 BS Ag, DVM ’42—Benjamin Sann of New
York City, January 19, 2008; retired veterinarian.

’42 BS Hotel—Douglass B. Shivers of Talla-
hassee, FL, November 11, 2007; chief judge,
First District Court of Appeals; attorney; active
in civic, community, professional, and religious
affairs.

’42—Frances Wharton Strodel of Syracuse, NY,
November 9, 2007.

’42 MS, PhD ’44—James D. Stroupe of New-
town, PA, May 21, 2005; worked for Rohm &
Haas Co.; worked on the Manhattan Project;
active in community affairs.

’42 BS Ag—Raymond D. Thomas of Naples, FL,
January 25, 2008; executive VP, Fidelity Bank;
worked in int’l marketing; veteran; active in civic
and community affairs.

’42 BS Ag—Beverly Phifer Walters of Warren,

PA, December 12, 2007; homemaker; active in
community and religious affairs. Alpha Xi Delta.

’42 BA—Joseph A. Weinberger of Longboat Key,
FL, December 22, 2007; real estate attorney; vet-
eran; active in alumni affairs. Pi Lambda Phi.
Wife, Edith (Newman) ’43.

’42 BME—Eugene B. Witte of Chapel Hill, NC,
October 21, 2007; owner, Witte Engineering Co.;
veteran. Zeta Psi.

’42 BA—Richard S. Young of Louisville, KY,
December 22, 2007; VP, sales; active in alumni
affairs. Phi Sigma Kappa.

’43, BS Hotel ’79—Donald W. Black of Char-
lotte, NC, January 8, 2008; hotelier; veteran;
Alpha Sigma Phi.

’43—Kirk E. Browning of New York City, Febru-
ary 10, 2008; director of “Live From Lincoln Cen-
ter”; active in professional affairs.

’43 BA—Marjorie H. Cruthers of Whiting, NJ,
February 3, 2008; chief financial analyst to the
senior VP, Irving Trust; seaplane pilot; active in
civic, community, and professional affairs.

’43, BME ’47—Joaquin De la Roza Jr. of San
Francisco, CA, October 1, 2007. Delta Tau Delta.

’43 BEE—Frank K. Faulkner of Georgetown, TX,
January 25, 2008; electrical transmission engi-
neer; veteran; active in professional and religious
affairs. Triangle. Wife, Ruth (Russell) ’43.

’43 BME—Horace F. Ferry of San Rafael, CA,
January 29, 2007; retired businessman. Theta
Delta Chi.

’43-44 GR—Barbara N. Gallo of Binghamton,
NY, January 5, 2008; retired from First Nat’l Bank;
active in community and religious affairs.

’43—Thomas L. Hoyt of Pensacola, FL, Novem-
ber 18, 2005; physician; veteran; active in pro-
fessional affairs.

’43 BS HE—Margaret Dilts Lakis of Peabody, MA,
November 9, 2007; active in alumni affairs.
Alpha Omicron Pi.

’43 BS Ag, DVM ’47—Edwin D. MacKey of
Locke, NY, January 14, 2008; veterinarian; active
in community affairs. Alpha Psi.

’43 BS Ag—Elaine Stone Millner of Fort Lee, NJ,
January 13, 2008; psychologist; epidemiologist;
active in professional and alumni affairs.

’43, BS Ag ’46—James F. Morgan Jr. of Hon-
olulu, HI, December 29, 2007; sugar industry
executive; artist; veteran; active in civic, com-
munity, and alumni affairs. Delta Phi.

’43, BS Ag ’47—Clifford L. Orbaker of Bonita
Springs, FL, December 31, 2007; real estate
appraiser; active in community, professional, and
religious affairs. Alpha Zeta.

’43 BME—John T. Richards of South Yarmouth,
MA, August 15, 2006; mechanical engineer; vet-
eran; author; active in community affairs. Phi
Sigma Kappa.

’43 BA—Hope T. M. Ritter Jr. of Athens, GA,
December 7, 2007; professor emeritus, Dept. of
Cell Biology, U. of Georgia; veteran; active in
civic, religious, and alumni affairs. Beta Theta Pi.

’43 BS Ag—Esther Clark Stewart of Skaneateles,
NY, March 14, 2007.

’43—Lenore Zipser Zeldow (Mrs. Walter ’40, LLB
’42) of Hilton Head Island, SC, January 18, 2008;
retired high school English and French teacher.
Sigma Delta Tau.

’44 BA—Winifred Wright Edwards (Mrs. Irving
H. ’44) of Wynantskill, NY, August 31, 2005.

’44, BCE ’43—Alexander P. Hutchinson of Pitts-
burgh, PA, January 24, 2008; owner, civil engi-
neering company; municipal engineer; active in
community affairs. Phi Sigma Kappa.

’44 BS HE—Greta Wilcox Leighton of Scottsdale,
AZ, December 14, 2007; retired bookstore man-
ager; active in community and religious affairs.
Kappa Alpha Theta.

’44, BS ORIE ’47—W. Addison Lincoln of Braden-
ton, FL, December 8, 2007; retired president,
YMCA; veteran; active in civic and community
affairs. Sigma Chi.

’44, B Chem E ’48—Calvin L. Martin of Rich-
mond, VA, October 16, 2007; senior project engi-
neer, Honeywell; veteran.

’44, BArch ’46—Edwin J. Mullens III of Lyon,
MS, December 12, 2007; architect; farmer; vet-
eran. Sigma Chi.

’44 BEE—Morton J. Savada of Harrison, NY, Feb-
ruary 11, 2008; owner, Records Revisited, NYC’s
largest store of 78 rpm records; president, Savada
Bros. apparel firm; veteran; active in civic, com-
munity, professional, and alumni affairs. Pi Lamb-
da Phi. Wife, Lila (Perless) ’44.

’44, BA ’43—Louis B. Webster of Gilbertsville,
NY, July 17, 2005; research chemist; veteran;
active in community and religious affairs.

’45 DVM—A. Stanton Colvin of Durham, NC,
November 26, 2007; veterinarian; veteran; ac-
tive in community, professional, and religious
affairs.

’45, BA ’48—John K. Cousens of Sarasota, FL,
January 12, 2008; insurance broker. Sigma Al-
pha Epsilon.

’45—Robert E. Heilman Sr. of Clearwater, FL,
November 26, 2007; restaurateur; veteran; active
in community, professional, and alumni affairs.
Phi Kappa Psi.

’45 BA—Marjehne Andrae Hoefer of Atlantic
Beach, FL, November 21, 2007; retired assistant
dean, School of Humanities and Sciences, Ithaca
College; secretary; also worked for the US Geo-
logical Survey; active in professional and alumni
affairs. Kappa Kappa Gamma.

’45—Arthur S. Miller of Virginia Beach, VA, Oc-
tober 14, 2007. Beta Theta Pi.

’45 BS Chem E—John J. Potter Jr. of The Villages,
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FL, November 21, 2007; director of physical facil-
ities, West Virginia State College; director of
engineering, Union Carbide Corp.; veteran.

’45 MS HE—Marjorie E. Rankin of Newtown
Square, PA, January 20, 2008; retired dean of
Nesbitt College, Drexel U.; author; active in pro-
fessional and religious affairs.

’45, BME ’44—Alvin Rogal of Pittsburgh, PA,
November 6, 2007; insurance executive; chair-
man, Hilb Rogal and Hobbs; veteran; active in
civic, community, professional, religious, and
alumni affairs. Zeta Beta Tau. Wife, Ann (Law-
rence) ’47.

’45—David H. Shepard of Coronado, CA, Novem-
ber 24, 2007; inventor, optical character recog-
nition machine; started Intelligent Machines and
Cognitronics; president, Sky Windpower Corp.;
veteran; codebreaker; active in professional
affairs. Delta Chi.

’45 BA, MBA ’48—Jane Knauss Stevens of Pitts-
ford, NY, February 15, 2008; first woman MBA
graduate; first chair, NYS Regents Advisory Coun-
cil on Educational Telecommunications; active in
civic, community, professional, religious, and
alumni affairs. Delta Gamma.

’45 BCE—Miguel Torregrosa of Santurce, PR,
October 13, 2007; partner, J.E. Amaral Architect
& Assocs.

’46 BS HE—Katherine Pearsall Berg of Newark,
DE, May 16, 2007; Husband, Edward H. Berg ’47.

’46, BS Hotel ’49—Richard N. Boland of Boca
Raton, FL, March 14, 2005. Alpha Sigma Phi.

’46 BME—Carl E. Glasgow of Maryville, TN, Jan-
uary 31, 2007; retired minister, United Methodist
Church; veteran; active in religious affairs.

’46 BS Ag, MS Ag ’52—John B. Keller of Perry,
NY, July 28, 2007; retired teacher. Alpha Zeta.

’46 BA—Cynthia Martin McBride of Bethesda,
MD, January 22, 2007; Christian Science practi-
tioner. Kappa Alpha Theta.

’46—Sidney B. Mead of Red Hook, NY, January
9, 2008; owner, Mead Orchards; active in civic,
community, and professional affairs.

’46, BA ’45—Dorothy Sells Miller of Floral
Park, NY, December 11, 2007; mental health
counselor.

’46, BME ’47—Stuart K. Sherman of Ft. Lee, NJ,
January 24, 2008. Pi Lambda Phi.

’46, MD ’48—James W. Wilkes Jr. of Columbia,
TN, October 6, 2007; retired physician. Phi Sigma
Kappa.

’46, BME ’48—Richard Zechlin of Beloit, WI,
January 6, 2008; mechanical engineer.

’47 BS ILR—Hannah Jackson Ellis (Mrs. Eldon
E. ’49) of Naples, FL, December 30, 2007; clerk,
First Church of Christ, Scientist; active in com-
munity affairs.

’47 MEd—William F. Griffith of Penney Farms,

FL, formerly of Hamilton, NY, November 19, 2007;
retired dean of students, Colgate U.; public school
teacher; active in civic, community, professional,
and religious affairs.

’47 DVM—Alvin H. Safanie of Champaign, IL,
January 10, 2008; veterinarian; professor emeri-
tus, Veterinary College, U. of Illinois. Alpha Psi.

’47 PhD—David W. Thompson of St. Paul, MN,
October 16, 2007; professor and chairman, The-
atre Dept., U. of Minnesota; veteran; author; Ful-
bright Scholar; active in community and profes-
sional affairs.

’47 BS Hotel—Harold E. Tower of Sedona, AZ,
January 4, 2007; hotelier.

’47 MS, PhD ’49—Emery L. Will of Oneonta, NY,
May 22, 2007. Wife, Lois (Clise) ’42.

’47 BME—Kenneth R. Wisner of Riverhead, NY,
September 26, 2007; mechanical engineer;
invented the flying head, which makes computer
disc drives possible; won an Oscar for Technical
Achievement for a printer that transfers digital
video to film; active in professional, religious,
and alumni affairs. Wife, Jeanne (Hart) ’63.

’47 BCE—John P. Woodford of Okemos, MI,
October 28, 2007; civil engineer; director, Michi-
gan Dept. of Transportation; taught at Michigan
State U. and Oakland U.; active in civic, commu-
nity, and professional affairs. Acacia.

’48 MS HE—Loretta Anderson Bardewyck (Mrs.
Arthur H. ’24) of Phoenix, AZ, December 10,
2007; founding dean and professor, College of
Nursing, Arizona State U.; public health and
mental health nurse; active in community and
professional affairs.

’48 BS ORIE—Richard S. Barrett of Hastings-on-
Hudson, NY, February 25, 2008; psychologist;
expert in testing and fair employment; consult-
ant, US Dept. of Justice, NAACP, EEOC; taught at
New York U. and Stevens Inst. of Technology;
author; veteran; active in civic and professional
affairs. Alpha Chi Rho.

’48 BS Ag—Loyd V. Bell Jr. of Brodnax, VA, April
29, 2007.

’48 LLB—Stanley Berman of New York City, Feb-
ruary 20, 2008; attorney; active in civic, com-
munity, professional, and religious affairs.

’48 BS ILR—Evelyn A. Brion of Tallahassee, FL,
December 29, 2007; director of employee rela-
tions, City of Tallahassee; active in professional
and alumni affairs.

’48 BS Hotel—Edgar E. DeGasper of Williams-
ville, NY, January 17, 2008; former director of
food services, Buffalo Board of Education; res-
taurant manager; veteran; pilot; active in civic,
community, and professional affairs. Alpha Sig-
ma Phi.

’48 BS ILR—Calvin R. Depew of Staunton, VA,
December 25, 2007; operated Staunton Bowling
Lanes; worked for Westinghouse, American Safety
Razor, and General Electric; veteran; active in
civic and community affairs. Wife, Marilyn (Vital-
ius) ’47.
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’48, BS Hotel ’49—Richard E. Dunn of Sarasota,
FL, formerly of Providence, RI, January 17, 2008;
president, Coquina on the Beach; managed Gas-
parilla Inn; active in community, professional,
and alumni affairs. Phi Kappa Sigma.

’48 BS HE—Florence Dombrowski Engh of
Dekalb, IL, May 15, 2004; active in community
and religious affairs. Kappa Delta. Husband,
Harold V. Engh Jr. ’48.

’48—Frederick E. Jenks of St. George, UT,
December 7, 2007; carpentry teacher, BOCES; vet-
eran; active in civic, community, and religious
affairs. Wife, Marilla (Oaks) ’45.

’48 BS ILR—John C. Lorini of Grass Valley, CA,
February 5, 2008; head of western regions oper-
ations, Booz Allen and Hamilton; veteran; active
in civic, community, and professional affairs.
Kappa Delta Rho.

’48, BME ’49—Daniel C. McCarthy of Essex Falls,
NJ, November 13, 2007; retired executive; active
in alumni affairs. Psi Upsilon.

’48 BME—Francis P. McCrossen of Blue Bell, PA,
July 17, 2007.

’48 BA, PhD ’51—Bob J. Rubin of Washington,
DC, January 18, 2008; mathematician and physi-
cist, Nat’l Bureau of Standards; active in com-
munity and professional affairs. Wife, Vera
(Cooper), MA ’51. 

’48 BA—Harold P. Staley Jr. of Sarasota, FL,
December 16, 2007; treasurer, Coats and Clark;
veteran; active in community affairs. Sigma Phi
Epsilon.

’48 BA—Joan Norwood Staley (Mrs. Harold P.
’48) of Sarasota, FL, December 30, 2005; home-
maker; active in community affairs.

’49 JD—Franklin C. Anderson of Manchester, CT,
February 17, 2008; attorney, Equitable Life Assur-
ance; veteran; active in community affairs.

’49 BEE—Harry H. Beahm of Raleigh, NC, March
12, 2008; retired from IBM; veteran.

’49 MEd—Earl V. Boyd of Queensbury, NY, Jan-
uary 17, 2008; teacher; guidance counselor; vet-
eran; active in community and religious affairs.

’49 BS Hotel—Gordon F. Craighead Jr. of Hil-
ton Head Island, SC, November 7, 2007. Beta
Theta Pi.

’49 MS ILR, PhD ’52—Jack F. Culley of Fort
Collins, CO, July 7, 2007; professor emeritus
and director of special programs, Colorado State
U.; labor arbitrator; dean, college of liberal and
fine arts, U. of Liberia; director, bureau of labor
and management, U. of Iowa; veteran; author;
active in community, professional, and religious
affairs.

’49 BS Ag, PhD ’53—Clement E. Dasch of New
Concord, OH, November 29, 2007; retired biology
professor, Muskingum College; veteran; author;
active in professional and religious affairs.

’49 MBA—Frederick R. Goodridge of Pittsford,
NY, August 7, 2007.

’49 BS Hotel—V. Richard Hawkins of Tucker,
GA, December 13, 2007; retired Episcopal priest;
active in religious affairs.

’49 BA, BS Ag ’52—Jane Sickels Jorgensen of
Brooktondale, NY, February 17, 2008; free-
lance illustrator; active in civic and community
affairs.

’49 BEE—Joseph A. Magnus of Cincinnati, OH,
December 11, 2006.

’49 BS Ag—Robert F. Small of Albuquerque, NM,
formerly of Princeton, NJ, January 3, 2008; vet-
eran. Phi Delta Theta.

’49 BEE—Eugene A. Snelling of The Villages, FL,
September 22, 2007.

’49 MBA—David T. Stebbins of West Grove, PA,
January 18, 2008.

’49 BS Ag—Mitchell Van Yahres of Char-
lottesville, VA, February 8, 2008; former mayor of
Charlottesville; represented Albemarle County in
Virginia House of Delegates; tree surgeon; active
in civic, community, and professional affairs.
Wife, Elizabeth (Franklin), MS ’49.

’49 BEE—Roland J. White of Chestertown, MD,
formerly of Jennings, LA, December 27, 2007;
retired electrical engineer; veteran; rice farmer;
active in civic, community, professional, and reli-
gious affairs.

’49 BS Ag, MFS ’50—Theodore Wishnetsky of
East Lansing, MI, December 6, 2007; retired
associate professor. Sigma Alpha Mu.

’49 B Chem E—Edwin C. Younghouse of Florham
Park, NJ, November 9, 2007; chemical engineer,
research division of Exxon; veteran; active in
community, religious, and alumni affairs.

’50 BEE—John E. Barnes Jr. of Ballston Spa, NY,
March 6, 2008; electrical engineer; veteran; ac-
tive in community, professional, and religious
affairs. 

’50 PhD—John W. Bicknell of Little Deer Isle,
ME, January 14, 2006.

’50 BS Ag, PhD ’57—Martin A. Blum of Poto-
mac, MD, November 28, 2007.

’50 BA, MPS ’80—Howard S. Cogan of Ithaca,
NY, February 16, 2008; advertising executive; cre-
ator of “Ithaca Is Gorges” slogan; professor of
advertising and public relations, Ithaca College;
active in civic, community, and professional
affairs. Zeta Beta Tau.

’50 BS HE—Elsie Myer Costello of Plaistow, NH,
December 25, 2007; nursing instructor; active in
community affairs.

’50—Franklin S. Coyle of Hendersonville, NC,
October 29, 2007; retired history professor, Oral
Roberts U.

’50 BS Ag—William D. Edson of Kitty Hawk, NC,
September 16, 2007. Delta Tau Delta.

’50 BA, MBA ’51—Glenn W. Ferguson of Santa Fe,
NM, December 20, 2007; former US Ambassador

to Kenya; president, U. of Connecticut, Clark U.,
and American U. of Paris; president, Radio Free
Europe; president, Lincoln Center for the Per-
forming Arts; founder, Equity for Africa; first
director, VISTA; assoc. director, Peace Corps;
author; active in civic, community, professional,
and alumni affairs.

’50 BA—Houston I. Flournoy of Bodega Bay, CA,
January 7, 2008; former state controller of Cali-
fornia; gubernatorial candidate, California; state
legislator; political science professor, Pomona Col-
lege; public admin. professor, U. of Southern Cal-
ifornia; active in civic, community, professional,
and alumni affairs. Lambda Chi Alpha.

’50 BA—J. Claude Forter of Novato, CA, for-
merly of Wallkill, NY, August 26, 2007; manager
of int’l sales, Fair-Rite; int’l marketing represen-
tative, Helena Rubinstein Co.; veteran; active in
community affairs. Delta Chi.

’50 BS Ag—Allyn W. Hoffman of Elmira, NY,
January 2, 2008; horticulture instructor; land-
scaper; veteran; active in community, profes-
sional, and religious affairs. Sigma Pi.

’50 BS Ag, MEd ’51—Edward K. Knapp of Col-
orado Springs, CO, August 17, 2007; retired pro-
fessor, U. of Massachusetts; veteran; active in com-
munity affairs. Acacia. Wife, Monica (Marx) ’53.

’50 BA—Clarence C. Larkin of Ithaca, NY, Jan-
uary 28, 2008; founder, Larkin Insurance Agency;
veteran; active in civic, community, professional,
and religious affairs. Delta Upsilon. Wife, Mary
(Ketchem) ’58, MA ’71.

’50 BS Ag—Cobert D. Le Munyan of Troutman,
NC, April 18, 2007; retired physician.

’50 BS Hotel — George J. Pandl of Bayside,
WI, October 20, 2007; owner, Pandl’s in Bay-
side; active in professional affairs. Tau Kap-
pa Epsilon.

’50 BEE—David W. Plumer of Sun City Center,
FL, December 10, 2007. Wife, Marilen (Tarle-
ton) ’50.

’50 DVM—John W. Rich of Myrtle Beach, SC,
October 10, 2007; veterinarian.

’50 MD—Albert L. Rubin of Englewood, NJ,
February 23, 2008; nephrologist; founder and
director, The Rogosin Inst.; professor of sur-
gery, medicine, and biochemistry, Weill Cornell
Medical College; active in professional and
alumni affairs.

’51 BS Ag, MS Ag ’54—Eunice Chambers Beam
of Naples, FL, February 5, 2008; research scien-
tist, Abbott Laboratories; asst. dean, Rush Med-
ical College; active in civic, community, profes-
sional, and alumni affairs. Sigma Kappa.

’51 BA—David A. Botwinik of Port Washington,
NY, November 11, 2007; attorney; active in com-
munity and alumni affairs. Zeta Beta Tau.

’51-59 GR—Albert M. Chammah of Austin, TX,
January 24, 2008; professor of psychology and
management, U. of Texas, Austin; veteran; co-
author of Prisoner’s Dilemma; active in commu-
nity, professional, and religious affairs.
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’51 BS Hotel—David W. Deacon of Latham, NY,
December 17, 2007; retired comptroller, Union
College; veteran.

’51 BS Ag—Helen Wilson Ely of Tunkhannock,
PA, June 12, 2007. Kappa Kappa Gamma. Hus-
band, Frank C. Ely, MEd ’67.

’51 MD—Frederick M. Evans of Tiverton, RI,
November 12, 2007; physician.

’51 MS HE—Nannie R. Evans of San Antonio, TX,
November 24, 2007; retired Lt. Col., US Army;
dietitian; nursing home inspector, Texas Dept. of
Health; veteran; active in community, profes-
sional, and religious affairs.

’51 BA, MBA ’54—David H. Gruen of Buffalo,
NY, February 12, 2008; certified public account-
ant; bank officer, Marine Midland Bank; veteran;
active in civic, community, professional, and reli-
gious affairs. Kappa Sigma.

’51 BA—James R. Hillas of Long Valley, NJ,
October 25, 2007; attorney; municipal judge; vet-
eran; active in civic, community, religious, and
alumni affairs. Beta Theta Pi.

’51 BA, LLB ’53—John L. Kirschner of Longboat
Key, FL, and Buffalo, NY, January 13, 2008; attor-
ney; veteran; active in civic, community, profes-
sional, religious, and alumni affairs.

’51 BA—William C. McNeal of New Orleans, LA,
January 5, 2008; VP, Oil Transport; marine con-
sultant; veteran; active in civic, community, pro-
fessional, and religious affairs. Delta Phi. Wife,
Carolyn (Lovejoy) ’52.

’51 BA, MBA ’55—William T. Reynolds of Silver
Spring, MD, November 18, 2007; stock broker and
VP, Merrill Lynch; veteran; active in community
and alumni affairs. Phi Gamma Delta.

’51 MA—Willard D. Sheeler of Batavia, IL,
August 16, 1998; librarian, CIA and Holy Child
School; active in religious affairs. 

’51 JD—Andrew F. Siedlecki of Waverly, NY,
January 26, 2008; county court judge; district
attorney, Tioga County (NY); veteran; active in
civic affairs.

’51 BA—Col. Lawrence R. Smith of Colorado
Springs, CO, December 27, 2007; physician; com-
mander, Air Force Medical Center, Wright-Patter-
son Air Force Base; active in civic, community,
professional, religious, and alumni affairs. Phi
Sigma Kappa.

’51 LLB—Walter C. Wallace of New York City,
November 27, 2007; former chairman, Nat’l Medi-
ation Board; general counsel, Presidential Rail-
road Commission; asst. secretary of labor under
President Eisenhower; veteran; active in civic and
professional affairs.

’51, BME ’52—Erich C. Weber of Walnut Creek,
CA, November 10, 2007; retired engineer, Bech-
tel Corp.; veteran; active in professional and reli-
gious affairs. Delta Upsilon.

’52 BS Nurs—Eleanor Tynan Bent of Lafayette,
LA, February 20, 2008; nurse, Lourdes Hospital;
active in community and religious affairs.

’52 BA—James N. Diefenderfer of Emmaus, PA,
November 14, 2007; retired judge; veteran; active
in civic and religious affairs. Sigma Chi.

’52 BS Ag—Lawrence N. Korn of Green Valley,
AZ, December 2, 2007.

’52 MS ILR—Richard G. Lesser of Johnstown,
NY, July 31, 2007; personnel executive; veteran;
active in civic, community, professional, and reli-
gious affairs.

’52—Phillip N. Morrison of Corning, NY, Novem-
ber 22, 2007; builder/contractor; veteran; active
in community and religious affairs.

’52 BS HE—Barbara Kane Patchen of Glendale,
AZ, December 2, 2007.

’52 BA—Suzanne Kreisman Siegel (Mrs. Robert
I. ’48) of Weston, CT, December 27, 2007; jour-
nalist; fashion stylist, McCall’s and Photoplay.

’52 BS HE—Betty Woodard Smith (Mrs. James
A. Jr. ’53, MBA ’55) of Bellevue, WA, December
1, 2007.

’52 BS HE—Barbara Medland Struck of Mesa,
AZ, November 2, 2007; dietician; proofreader;
active in community and religious affairs. Hus-
band, Robert W. Struck, ’48-50 SP Ag.

’52 BS Ag—Howard H. Voelker of Hope, NJ,
December 4, 2007; retired Methodist minister;
active in community, religious, and alumni
affairs. Kappa Delta Rho.

’52 LLB—Bernhard A. Von Falkenhausen of Bad
Homburg, Germany, May 29, 2005; executive;
attorney; active in alumni affairs.

’52—James T. Whitehead of Detroit, MI, No-
vember 6, 2007. Kappa Alpha.

’53 BA—Vincent I. Maddi of Binghamton, NY,
November 14, 2007; former chief of medicine,
UHS; active in professional affairs. Pi Kappa Alpha.

’53 MS ILR—Nim Chee Siew of Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, February 3, 2008; founder, Persatuan
Ekonomi Malaysia; treasurer, Esso Malaysia; head
of economic research, Bank Negara; head of the
Dept. of Economics, Universiti Malaya; active in
civic, community, professional, and alumni affairs.

’53 JD—Stanley Watsky of Stonington, CT,
January 6, 2006; owner, Coveside Marina; attor-
ney; veteran; active in civic, community, and
religious affairs.

’53 MS Ag—William H. Wolfrum of Fort Collins,
CO, November 23, 2007; Episcopal bishop; chair
of religious studies, St. Stephen’s Episcopal
School; fisheries biologist; veteran; active in
community and religious affairs.

’53 BA, MBA ’54—Richard M. Wright of Elliots-
burg, PA, July 31, 2007; budget analyst, Pennsyl-
vania Game Commission; active in alumni affairs.

’54—William R. Conde of Canandaigua, NY,
November 5, 2007; retired mechanical engineer,
Pfaudler Co.; active in community affairs.

’54—Donald F. Fuller of Cortland, NY, January

5, 2008; dairy farmer; director, Farm Credit.

’54, BEP ’55—Alan M. Jacobs of Gainesville, FL,
August 3, 2007; professor emeritus, nuclear and
radiological engineering, U. of Florida; also
taught at Pennsylvania State U.

’54 MS, PhD ’61—Laurence C. Judd of White-
water, WI, January 28, 2008; professor emeritus
of sociology, Illinois College; Presbyterian minis-
ter; missionary; author; active in community,
professional, and religious affairs.

’54 BS Hotel—Richard E. King of Boca Raton,
FL, September 27, 2007; active in alumni affairs.
Beta Sigma Rho.

’54—Linda Burrus Morrisey of Mercer Island,
WA, September 8, 2007; active in alumni affairs.
Alpha Phi. Husband, Donald C. Morrisey ’54.

’54 MEd—William R. Pulhamus of Spencerport,
NY, April 7, 2001.

’54, BArch ’55—Jerrold R. Voss of Worthington,
OH, November 20, 2007; professor and director,
Knowlton School of Architecture, Ohio State U.;
United Nations advisor; veteran; author; active
in civic, community, and professional affairs.
Sigma Chi.

’54 BS HE—Kathryn M. Wright of Asheboro, NC,
December 30, 2007; retired elementary special
education teacher; active in civic, community,
and religious affairs.

’55, BME ’56—John D. Bartley Jr. of St. Louis,
MO, February 1, 2008; mechanical engineer; vet-
eran. Delta Tau Delta.

’55, BME ’56—Leonard D. Brown of Spring-
field, NJ, September 18, 2007. Wife, Barbara
(Balsam) ’55.

’55 BA—James H. Kleckner of San Diego, CA,
November 5, 2007; clinical psychologist; direc-
tor, San Diego Drug Assistance, Rehabilitation,
and Education; asst. academic coordinator, Chap-
man U.; veteran; active in community and pro-
fessional affairs. Alpha Epsilon Pi.

’55 BS Ag—Peter G. Neilson of Kenockee, MI,
December 17, 2007; fire chief; product safety
consultant; veteran; active in community and
professional affairs. Wife, Doris (Wunsch) ’55.

’55 BS HE—Charlotte Reit Seager of Smyrna, NY,
November 10, 2007; retired teacher; active in
alumni affairs. Husband, Barton D. Seager ’55.

’55-56 GR—Margaret Jones Siefert of Colum-
bus Township, MI, February 4, 2008; social work-
er, State of Michigan. Husband, Wayne B. Siefert,
MS ’54.

’55 MS Ag, PhD ’57—Dale R. Waldo of Fayette-
ville, PA, December 4, 2007; dairy cattle nutri-
tion research scientist, USDA.

’56 PhD—Harry I. Ashkenas of Altadena, CA,
April 26, 2007; senior scientist, Jet Propulsion
Laboratory. Wife, Dorothy (Klitzke), PhD ’52.

’56 BA—Peter A. Burckmyer of Somers, NY, Jan-
uary 25, 2008; retired contract administrator,
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Readers Digest; active in civic and community
affairs.

’56 PhD—Anthony F. Caputi of Ithaca, NY, Feb-
ruary 6, 2008; professor of comparative literature
and English, Cornell U.; veteran; novelist; play-
wright; active in professional affairs. Wife, Adri-
enne McNair ’57, MEd ’61.

’56 BS Ag, PhD ’61—Geir V. Gudnason of
Atlanta, GA, August 7, 2007; manager of food
technology, Coca-Cola Co.; active in professional
and alumni affairs. Watermargin.

’56 JD—William J. Hickey of Palm Springs, CA,
January 4, 2008; attorney; veteran.

’56, BS Ag ’57—Norman R. Ingalls of Pulaski,
NY, November 11, 2007; retired from Bristol-Myers
Squibb; former instrumentation technician, Spec-
trum Technologies; amateur radio enthusiast. 

’56 BA—Joyce L. Kerr of Columbia, MD, De-
cember 1, 2007; retired software engineer. Kap-
pa Delta.

’56 BS ILR—Richard H. Metzler of Pawling, NY,
August 24, 2007; former senior VP, Revlon Cos-
metics. Chi Phi. 

’56—Clare Butler Weisman of Seattle, WA, Octo-
ber 28, 2006; librarian; active in community
affairs. Husband, Paul C. Weisman ’54, BEE ’55.

’57—William G. Gibson of Tampa, FL, November
26, 2007; head pathologist, Tampa General and
Brandon Regional hospitals; county medical
examiner; veteran; active in professional affairs.
Phi Delta Theta.

’57 PhD—Vernon W. Larsen of Orem, UT, No-
vember 7, 2003; retired professor, Brigham
Young U.

’57 BA—Naomi E. Lohr of Ann Arbor, MI,
November 21, 2007; assistant professor of psy-
chology and psychiatry, U. of Michigan; psy-
chotherapist; active in community and profes-
sional affairs.

’58 PhD—Robert A. Danley of Santa Monica, CA,
November 29, 2007; sociologist, Massachusetts
Dept. of Public Health and Harvard School of
Public Health.

’58 MBA—Lewis E. Darby of Whitefield, NH,
February 10, 2008; retired executive recruiter for
int’l consulting firms; veteran; active in civic,
community, professional, and religious affairs.

’58 BS Hotel—Robert J. Flynn of Bloomfield
Hills, MI, November 18, 2007; president, Fund-
ing Enterprises; active in alumni affairs. Theta Xi.

’58 BS Hotel—Richard M. McCarthy of Katy, TX,
February 4, 2007; worked for Procter & Gamble;
veteran; active in community and professional
affairs. Sigma Phi Epsilon.

’58 MS—Stevan N. Vojnovic of Alpharetta, GA,
January 22, 2008; research engineer, US Steel
Research Laboratory; also worked for Corning
Glass Works; active in alumni affairs.

’58—Gordon J. White of Pottsville Beach, New

South Wales, Australia, formerly of Syracuse, NY,
December 22, 2007; veteran.

’59, BS Ag ’64, MBA ’66—Eugene G. Arnold of
Ithaca, NY, December 17, 2007; principal con-
sultant, Gibson Assocs.; active in alumni affairs.
Pi Kappa Phi.

’59 BA—H. A. Carter of Eastchester, NY, Febru-
ary 2, 2008; senior VP, Wood Asset Mgmt. Tau
Epsilon Phi.

’59 BA—Diane Hoffberg Eisen of Philadelphia,
PA, November 9, 2006; active in alumni affairs.
Sigma Delta Tau. Husband, William B. Eisen ’56.

’59—Mary Knappen Johnson of Charlotte, NC,
February 22, 2008; homemaker; active in civic
and religious affairs.

’59 PhD—Edward J. Mizma of Rochester, VA,
July 17, 2007; retired from Kodak; music direc-
tor; active in community affairs.

’59 BA—Linda J. Nessel of New York City, Jan-
uary 20, 2008; senior extension associate, Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension.

’59 PhD—Elizabeth M. Ray of Polson, MT, Jan-
uary 3, 2007; professor emerita, Pennsylvania
State U.

’59, BS Hotel ’60—David E. Van Buren of Del-
tona, FL, December 18, 2007; executive. Pi Kap-
pa Alpha.

’60 BA—J. Peter Harrington of St. Petersburg,
FL, December 19, 2007; senior trader. Sigma Chi.

’60 PhD—Donald H. White of Monmouth, OR,
January 25, 2008; physicist; professor emeritus,
Western Oregon U.; also taught at UC Berkeley;
researcher, Lawrence Livermore Nat’l Laboratory;
author; musician; active in community, profes-
sional, and religious affairs.

’61 BS Ag, MS Ag ’63—Edward A. Capra Jr. of
Greeley, CO, November 6, 2007; president and
CEO, Weld County Bank; financial advisor; ac-
tive in civic, community, professional, and alum-
ni affairs. Alpha Sigma Phi. Wife, Mary (Diet-
rich) ’64.

’61—Stanton H. Cramer of Ponte Vedra Beach,
FL, June 18, 2007. Alpha Delta Phi.

’61 MRP—John R. Richards of Lakemont, GA,
August 20, 2007; retired director of business
planning and development.

’62 MS—James A. Beck of Gurnee, IL, February
17, 2008; sales development manager; active in
community affairs.

’62 DVM—Robert H. Cane of Baton Rouge, LA,
February 12, 2008; veterinarian; veteran. Al-
pha Psi.

’62 BS Nurs—Mary Gingrich Caswell of Murrells
Inlet, SC, January 20, 2008; nurse.

’62 BS Ag, DVM ’66—John H. Nelson of
Jamestown, NY, October 15, 2007; veterinarian;
active in civic, community, and professional
affairs.

’62 BA—Cheryl Chadbourn Schell of Wash-
ington, DC, January 9, 2008; physician. Al-
pha Phi.

’63 MILR—Walter S. Hauck Jr. of Stonington, CT,
January 14, 2008; dean, Gibbs College; director
of New Jersey’s GED program; special education
director; author of Skippy’s Brave Adventures;
veteran; active in community and professional
affairs.

’63 MA—Usha Mehta Helweg of Kalamazoo, MI,
May 28, 1998.

’63 BS Hotel—Caesar A. Perotti of Palm Springs,
CA, February 23, 2007. Tau Kappa Epsilon.

’64 LLB—Francis X. Kennedy of Rochester, NY,
November 18, 2007; attorney; active in commu-
nity and religious affairs.

’64 BS Ag—Terrance F. Williams of Middleport,
NY, December 8, 2007; horse breeder; operated
Williamsburg Farm and Chestnut Ridge Equestrian
Center. Sigma Chi. Wife, Sue (Burkhardt) ’64,
MAT ’70.

’65 PhD—Francis R. Allaire Jr. of Columbus, OH,
November 27, 2007; professor emeritus of dairy
science, Ohio State U.; researcher, United Nations
Food and Agricultural Organization; active in
community and professional affairs.

’65 MA, PhD ’72—Francis R. Czerwinski of Cort-
land, NY, November 25, 2007; professor of his-
tory, SUNY Cortland.

’65 BA—Kathryn Schuette Dietz of Ithaca, NY,
January 17, 2008.

’65 BS HE—Susan Nye Woehr of Rochester, NY,
October 28, 2007; active in religious and alum-
ni affairs. Delta Gamma. Husband, David T.
Woehr ’63.

’66 MS Ag, PhD ’69—George L. Good of Dryden,
NY, December 24, 2007; professor emeritus, Dept.
of Horticulture, Cornell U.; director, Cornell Pes-
ticide Mgmt. Education Program; active in pro-
fessional and alumni affairs.

’66 BA—James W. Pyle of Granville, OH, Decem-
ber 26, 2007; attorney; active in civic, commu-
nity, and professional affairs. Phi Kappa Psi.

’66 BS Nurs—Karin Thorsen Thompson of West-
field, NJ, October 25, 2007; nurse.

’66 BS Eng—Paul C. Westenheffer Jr. of West-
erville, OH, January 8, 2008; worked for Ameri-
can Electric Power; active in religious affairs.

’67 JD—Walter R. Bailey of New York City,
March 23, 2008; trusts and estates attorney;
also worked for the FBI; active in community
affairs.

’67, BS ’68—Stephen Pincus of Albany, CA, Sep-
tember 25, 2007; mental health counselor; active
in civic, community, and religious affairs.

’67—Kenneth E. Seaman of Baltimore, MD,
October 6, 2000; active in religious affairs.

’68 BS—Daniel J. Fink of Norwood, NJ, November
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29, 2007; associate professor of clinical pathol-
ogy, Columbia U.; founding director, Center for
Advanced Laboratory Medicine; studied effects of
the Chernobyl accident on thyroid diseases;
active in public affairs.

’68 BS Ag—John L. Morgan of Cortland, NY,
December 24, 2007; proprietor, Morgan’s Sunoco;
veteran.

’69 BA—James L. Bariski of Boiling Springs,
PA, December 20, 2007; financial planner;
active in community and religious affairs. Phi
Delta Theta.

’69 JD—Howard M. Bergtraum of Old West-
bury, NY, November 13, 2007; attorney; former
advisor, US Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion; active in civic, professional, and alumni
affairs.

’69 PhD—John G. Streeter of Wooster, OH, June
26, 2007; professor of agronomy, Ohio State U.;
expert on soybeans; veteran; active in commu-
nity, professional, and religious affairs.

’70 DVM—Paul J. Gordon of Millington, NJ, Feb-
ruary 11, 2008; veterinarian; active in profes-
sional and religious affairs. Wife, Deborah (Good-
enough) ’67.

’70, BS Ag ’71—Thomas P. Quinn of Montville,
NJ, February 18, 2008; senior VP for marketing,
Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co.; active in com-
munity affairs.

’70 BEE, MEE ’71—Michael P. Scanlon of Pitts-
field, MA, January 14, 2008; electrical engineer,
General Electric; active in community affairs.
Sigma Nu.

’70 B Chem E, ME ’71—Thomas Sherman of
Manahawkin, NJ, December 6, 2007; chemical
engineer, NJ Dept. of Environmental Protec-
tion; active in civic and alumni affairs. Alpha
Phi Delta.

’71 BS Hotel—Thomas J. Masie of Lindenhurst,
NY, June 3, 2007; worked in real estate and
mortgages.

’72 BS Ag—Alan J. Saulpaugh of Germantown,
NY, February 3, 2008; fruit farmer; president,
George W. Saulpaugh & Son Fruit Corp.; active in
religious affairs. Alpha Zeta.

’72-76 GR—Ralph E. Williams of New Windsor,
MD, September 17, 2006; supervisory auditor,
Nat’l Institutes of Health.

’73 BS Ag—William A. Abbott of Gurnee, IL,
May 27, 1996; research investigator.

’73 BS Ag—David M. Buckingham of Taberg, NY,
November 9, 2007; designer, Oneida Ltd.; active
in religious affairs.

’73 BS HE—Lynn A. Classen of Watsonville, CA,
December 6, 2007; physician assistant; active in
civic and community affairs. Husband, Howard M.
Classen, MPS ’73.

’73 BEP—James A. Singer of Greenwich, CT,
October 21, 2007; partner, C. E. Unterberg, Tow-
bin; active in alumni affairs. Beta Pi.

’73 BEP—John A. Wert of Roskilde, Denmark,
July 23, 2007; worked for materials research
dept., Risoe National Laboratory.

’73 BS Ag, PhD ’79—Steven C. Wiest of Manhat-
tan, KS, January 8, 2007; retired professor, Kansas
State U.; active in community and professional
affairs.

’75 BS Hotel—Carl A. Emilius Jr. of Warminster,
PA, June 27, 2007.

’75, BS ’77—Andrew M. Schultz of Denver, CO,
December 15, 2007; petroleum engineer; VP of
production, Teton Energy; active in alumni
affairs.

’76 BS Hotel—Alfred A. Bentley III of Orlando,
FL, May 11, 2006; mosquito specialist, Orange
County (FL); active in religious affairs.

’76 DVM—John A. Clark of Providence, RI, Jan-
uary 20, 2008; veterinarian; active in community
affairs.

’76 BS Nurs—Eileen DeCastro Emmel of Avon,
CT, January 18, 2008; head nurse, Home Care
Dept., New York Hospital.

’76 JD—Phillip S. Figa of Denver, CO, January
5, 2008; US district judge; founding partner of
Burns, Figa & Will; active in civic, community,
professional, religious, and alumni affairs.

’76 BS Ag—Jean Stephans Kavanagh of Lub-
bock, TX, January 25, 2008; assoc. professor of
landscape architecture, Texas Tech U.; active in
community and professional affairs.

’76 BEE—Bruce S. Laskin of Purchase, NY,
December 28, 2007; president, Matrix General;
active in alumni affairs. Kappa Alpha.

’76 BS Engr—Martin G. Meder of Neenah, WI,
December 18, 2006; patent attorney, Georgia
Pacific; active in alumni affairs. 

’76 BA—Sandra J. Widener of Denver, CO,
December 22, 2007; co-founder of Westword;
author; librarian; active in civic, community, and
professional affairs. Kappa Kappa Gamma.

’77 BCE—Christopher S. Haynes of Lexington,
KY, November 12, 2007; national construction
manager, Bechtel Corp.; veteran; active in pro-
fessional and alumni affairs. Sigma Phi.

’77 DVM—Christine M. Makowski of Landen-
berg, PA, October 13, 2007; veterinarian.

’78 BS ORIE—Scott M. Casassa of Hopkinton,
MA, August 19, 2007; program manager, Ray-
theon Corp.

’78 BA, MD ’81—Alan L. Hillman of Bala Cyn-
wyd, PA, May 24, 2007; professor of medicine, U.
of Pennsylvania. Sigma Alpha Epsilon.

’80 BS Ag—Stanley Antosh of Spartanburg, SC,
February 21, 2008; anesthesiologist; active in
professional and alumni affairs. Wife, Rosemary
(Tammaro) ’81.

’80 MS, PhD ’83—Ralph Byers of Lawrence, KS,
December 15, 2007; mathematics professor,

Kansas U. Wife, Margaret (Bayer), PhD ’83.

’80 DVM—Priscilla Smith Irwin of Geneva, NY,
December 10, 2007; veterinarian.

’80 BS ILR, MS ILR ’86—Joseph R. Rich of
Southborough, MA, December 28, 2007; chair-
man, Pearl Meyer & Partners; author; active in
professional and alumni affairs. Wife, Beth
(Florin) ’85.

’82 BS Ag—Thomas E. Isphording Jr. of Huron,
OH, November 17, 2007; pediatrician. Wife, Mur-
rie (Lambers) ’82.

’82 BME—Daryl P. Killip of Hudson, NH, Decem-
ber 9, 2007; worked for AT&T and Vectron; active
in community affairs.

’82 BS ILR—Bruce A. Levy of Towaco, NJ, Jan-
uary 14, 2008; senior VP and senior corporate
counsel, Affiliated Computer Svcs. Kappa Sigma.

’82 PhD—Ralph D. Waniska of College Station,
TX, June 25, 2007.

’82—Helen B. Wilkins of Ithaca, NY, November
9, 2007; librarian; active in community and reli-
gious affairs. 

’85 DVM—Joyce L. Colbert of Oakland, MD, for-
merly of Wilmington, DE, November 7, 2007; vet-
erinarian; active in community and professional
affairs.

’85, BArch ’86—Peter C. Noble of Oakland, CA,
November 11, 2007; architect; artist; co-founder,
Revolver Design; outdoorsman.

’88 JD—David A. Brown of Hingham, MA, Jan-
uary 19, 2008; attorney; active in civic, commu-
nity, professional, and alumni affairs. Wife, Mary
(Brinson), JD ’88.

’88—Paul A. Conway of Richford, NY, December
11, 2007; worked at Cornell U.

’88 , BS Ag ’93—Daniel E. McNulty of Port Jef-
ferson, NY, September 3, 2007.

’91 PhD—Geoffrey D. Wheelock of Ithaca, NY,
February 7, 2008; senior scientist and director of
research, Vybion Inc.; created the Ah Immuno-
assay; author; active in community and profes-
sional affairs.

’97 BS Hotel—David P. Gogolak of Whitefish,
MT, January 20, 2008; restaurateur; active in
alumni affairs. Phi Delta Theta.

’98 BS Ag—Neil H. Murphy of Brewster, NY,
August 15, 2007.

’04 BS HE—Page V. Turner of New Hope, PA,
October 19, 2007; worked for Regatta USA Pacific
Alliance; active in community and religious affairs.

’05 BA—Khiem D. Nguyen of Kensington, MD,
September 3, 2007; worked at SmithGroup,
Netvitz, and IBM.

’07 BS Ag—Collin E. Haight of Delhi, NY, De-
cember 26, 2007; worked for Donnan Farms; ac-
tive in civic, community, and religious affairs.
Alpha Gamma Rho.
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Education Vacation
Cornell’s Adult University turns forty

112 Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

A year after the Summer of
Love, the campus was rife
with social unrest as stu-
dents protested the racial

and sexual discrimination they perceived
at Cornell. The tumult prompted two
young graduates to approach President
James Perkins and demand that the Uni-
versity begin leading its alumni by the
mind, offering them the opportunity to
maintain intellectual connections to Cor-
nell. Forty years later, the organization
that resulted—Cornell’s Adult Univer-
sity—is the largest program of its type in
the country, having educated more than
50,000 people since its inception.  

Each year, CAU offers about sixty pro-
grams—weeklong educational courses on
campus in the summer and trips through-
out the year ranging from a long weekend
to a month. Participants in the summer
programs generally live in the dorms and
eat in the dining halls, and for many the
collegiate atmosphere is a major attrac-
tion. “It reminds you why you came to
Cornell,” says Penny Skitol Haitkin ’65,
who has taken about a dozen on-campus
classes and gone on several trips, includ-
ing a music history tour of Memphis. “It
reconnects you with the incredible faculty
that Cornell is lucky enough to have.”

The on-campus offerings range from
politics to sculpture to local ecology; the
trips have included a journey to New
Zealand (to study the “Ecology of Mid-
dle Earth”) and a cruise around Asia led
by a geologist and a historian. “For a
teacher, CAU is a unique and wonderful
experience,” says Glenn Altschuler, PhD
’76, the Litwin Professor of American
Studies, one of CAU’s most active faculty.
“It probably ties alumni back to Cornell
more effectively and substantively than
anything else the University does, because
people are coming together around ideas
and shared intellectual interests.” The
atmosphere at CAU, he says, is distinct
from undergrad classes because students
come fueled only by a desire to learn,
rather than to earn a degree. “Adults are
in no sense intimidated by the professor
and therefore perfectly willing to dis-
agree,” he says. “That enriches the envi-
ronment in incalculable ways. I have to be
on my toes.”   

Another benefit of traveling with
CAU, supporters say, is privileged access;
many faculty use their contacts to
enhance the trips, such as arranging for

backstage tours during a London theater
jaunt or a talk by a casino owner in Las
Vegas. Another educational perk is team
teaching, where professors from different
fields complement each other—as in this
summer’s trip to the Aegean with Presi-
dent Emeritus Frank Rhodes, a geologist,
and Scott MacDonald, a professor of
Christian studies and chair of the philos-
ophy department.

CAU programs are pricey: the on-
campus courses cost about $1,400 a
week, and the trips to Europe or privately
chartered cruises can run anywhere from

Learning curve: Parka-
clad voyagers on a CAU
expedition (above).
Right: Campus summer
programs for kids 
include outdoor adven-
tures like rapelling, as
well as sailing and
horseback riding.

$4,500 to $13,000. But according to
Director Emeritus Ralph Janis ’66, the
high return rate is proof that participants
feel it was money well spent. “The pro-
grams are expensive in part because they
are unbelievably complete—everything is
covered,” he says. “You get everything
you expect and a little bit more.” 

— Bekah Grant ’08

COURTESY OF CAU
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