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When Ezra Cornell and Andrew Dickson White conceived the University’s slogan,
their choice of the word “person” was no accident. Kammen, the Tompkins County
historian, argues that those six simple letters symbolize the founders’ pioneering
belief in an educational system open to all—women, minorities, and members of all
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Historically, the Big Red men’s basketball team has struggled to break out of the
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been an afterthought. But this year, all that changed. A look back at a championship
season that included both Ivy League titles, player-of-the-year awards, and a spot in
office bracket pools across the country.

52 High & Dry
BETH SAULNIER

Two and a half years after Katrina, many communities are still struggling to rebuild.
Cornell’s Department of City and Regional Planning has been part of the recovery
effort from the start, working to save New Orleans’s Lower Ninth Ward from demo-
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From David Skorton

Higher Education: 
One of the U.S.’s Strongest Diplomatic Assets

O n May 8, Cornell will award MD
degrees to the first class of students to
graduate from Weill Cornell Medical
College in Qatar (WCMC-Q). This

class of ten women and six men includes students from
Qatar, Nigeria, India, Syria, and Bosnia. The event
stands as a major milestone in Cornell’s efforts to
expand its long-standing commitment to education,
research, and service that is increasingly global in scope.

With the establishment of WCMC-Q, Cornell
became the first U.S. university to offer its MD degree
overseas. The campus, co-educational from the begin-
ning, was created in partnership with the Qatar Foun-
dation for Education, Science, and Community Devel-
opment and is part of Education City in Doha, along
with programs or colleges from Carnegie Mellon, Vir-
ginia Commonwealth, Texas A&M, Georgetown, and,
soon, Northwestern. WCMC-Q has the same standards
and curriculum as Weill Cornell Medical College in
New York City, and all its students—from first-year pre-
meds to fourth-year medical students—are involved in some sort
of scientific investigation. Currently some 200 students from
more than thirty countries participate in the pre-medical and
medical education programs at the college; about 20 percent are

from Qatar.
Important evidence of the

robustness of this enterprise is
shown by the fact that our first
graduates—true pioneers—did very
well in the competitive “match”
program for residencies at some of
the top institutions in the U.S. As
these students become practition-
ers around the world, they will
bring medical care to underserved
populations and encourage others
to seek medical education. Some
may also continue to advance med-
ical science through involvement in
basic and clinical research.

This is a tangible example of
the role that U.S. colleges and uni-
versities can play in building
human and institutional capacity
throughout the world, and indeed

reflects the scale on which Cornell must act if we want to remain
the land-grant university to the world in the twenty-first century.
Higher education is one of our country’s best policy tools to level
the playing field for millions entering an increasingly globalized
society and to alleviate inequality and poverty. One of the fairest
pathways to this goal is through education.

Many universities in the U.S. and other developed countries
have been endeavoring to build human and societal capacity in
the developing world, and Cornell is high on the list of those par-

ticipating in this effort. Higher education organizations are also
becoming more involved. Recently the National Association of
State Universities and Land Grant Colleges—to which Cornell
belongs as the land-grant university of New York State—
launched an ambitious initiative to strengthen African universi-
ties and increase their educational and research capacity. African
universities will play a key role in defining the goals and
approaches of the initiative. Among its priorities is improving
faculty to provide better university-level training for K-12 teach-
ers, health-care professionals, engineers, technologists, and those
working in agriculture and natural resources.

Another exciting venture with the potential to build human
capacity is the Clinton Global Initiative University (CGI-U), a
new project of the William J. Clinton Foundation, developed, in
part, under the leadership of Robert Harrison ’76, Cornell trustee
and CEO of the Clinton Global Initiative. Along with my wife,
Professor Robin Davisson, and two Cornell students, I had the
honor to attend the first meeting of CGI-U to announce one of
Cornell’s many commitments to action, the Cornell Center for a
Sustainable Future. The center will focus on energy, environment,
and economic development (the last including poverty allevia-
tion, water and food systems, infrastructure, institutions, and
education). Our participation in CGI-U is just one example of
the many ways in which Cornell is mobilizing to serve as land-
grant university to the world while enhancing the education and
research programs on our own campuses. 

I call on alumni around the world to offer guidance on areas
of international opportunity and need, to identify potential col-
laborators and funding sources, and to help move American
higher education in general, and Cornell specifically, into an even
more significant role in addressing issues of great importance to
our own future and that of the world.

— President David Skorton
david.skorton@cornell.edu

‘With the 
establishment
of WCMC-Q,
Cornell became
the first U.S.
university to
offer its MD
degree 
overseas.’

ROBERT BARKER / UP

004-005CAMmj08skorton  4/15/08  2:09 PM  Page 4



004-005CAMmj08skorton  4/15/08  2:09 PM  Page 5



6 Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

Style & Sound

Student-designed clothing inspired by
African cultures was on display in the
Johnson Museum in March during the
Afrik! Fashion Show. The event, part of
the University’s fourth annual Africa
Week celebration, featured the Kusan
Ensemble, a group of musicians and
dancers from Ghana.

The Big Picture

JASON KOSKI / UP
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notably missing book, however, was
Richard Fariña’s Been Down So Long It
Looks Like Up to Me. This was a classic
about the late Fifties “Cornell” and its
antiquated in loco parentis mores.

Lee Bender ’84
Ardmore, Pennsylvania

Ed. Note: Brad Herzog excluded works
with a fictionalized version of Cornell.
The characters mentioned in his article
were fictional, but they all referred to or
were placed at the real Cornell. If you
include fictionalized versions of Cornell—
like English professor emerita Alison
Lurie’s “Corinth University”—the list of
references gets very long.

The Old Boy Network
Dean of the faculty Charles Walcott, PhD
’59, mentions the problem of “trailing
spouses” as part of Cornell’s faculty
recruitment challenge, and this cries out
for critical examination (“It’s All Acade-
mic,” Currents, March/April 2008).

8 Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

Correspondence

Pro and Con
Redesign sparks reader reaction

Thanks to all of you who have written
with reactions to our new design, which
have ranged from “excellent” to “embar-
rassing.” Our goal, as I noted in the last
issue, was to better serve you, our readers,
so we were disappointed to hear that
some of you found the magazine harder
to read, at least in places. We will con-
tinue to refine the design (as you can see
in this issue), and I urge you to keep
telling us what you like and don’t like. Be
specific—if you have problems with cer-
tain pages or sections, please say so. This
will help us to make more adjustments.
Direct your comments to me at jhr22@
cornell.edu. Thanks!

Jim Roberts ’71
Editor & Publisher

True or False
There was at least one notable omission
in the great article about fictional Cornell-
ians written by Brad Herzog ’90
(“Stranger Than Fiction,” March/April
2008). In The Lost Weekend, Ray Mil-
land—who won an Oscar for his work—
played Don Birnam, an alcoholic writer
(what else?) who went to Cornell. It’s
hard to pick up, but in one of the early
scenes, set in a railroad waiting room, the
actors playing Jane Wyman’s parents are
talking about Birnam, and the father
mumbles that he went to Cornell. To
some who remember Cornell in the late
Forties and early Fifties, it’s easy to see
how Milland’s character got that way.

Harvey Turner ’52
Mendham, New Jersey

Brad Herzog’s piece was great—I could
spend years reading all the books and
watching all the movies and TV shows
about Cornell that he referenced. One

Favoring the spouses of
desirable faculty discrim-
inates against job candi-
dates who lack this “cre-
dential.” It is as unjust as
the old policy of barring
married couples. In fact,
it is the spiffy new ver-
sion of the old boy sys-
tem where hiring is based
on connections. What is
particularly ludicrous is
that favoring women
who are married to pow-
erful men has come to be
regarded in certain circles
as an enlightened feminist
thing to do. Fairness re-

quires that marital status be irrelevant to
decisions about whom to hire.

Felicia Nimue Ackerman ’68
Professor of Philosophy, Brown University

Providence, Rhode Island

Passing Grade
I enjoyed your story on grade inflation
(“Gut Check,” Currents, January/Febru-
ary 2008). However, I am writing to cor-
rect a mistake. You wrote that Cornell’s
policy of printing the median grade on
transcripts starting in Fall 2008 “puts
Cornell ahead of its Ivy League peers.” At
Dartmouth, we have been printing the
median grade on transcripts since 1994
(see: www.dartmouth.edu/~reg/courses/
medians/index.html). Cornell is not hold-
ing itself to a higher standard than its
peers; it is joining Dartmouth in making
it easier to see what a grade really means.

Mary Lou Guerinot ’75
Professor of Biological Sciences

Dartmouth College
Hanover, New Hampshire

Website cornellalumnimagazine.com

Digital archive
ecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/3158/browse-title

Speak up! We encourage letters from readers and try to publish as
many as we can.They must be signed and may be edited for length, clarity,
and civility. 

Send to: Jim Roberts, Editor, Cornell Alumni Magazine, 
401 E. State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850 
fax: (607) 272-8532 e-mail: jhr22@cornell.edu

f
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Less than two years ago, I
was a newcomer to Cor-
nell University. I chose to
leave Johns Hopkins, a

university I loved dearly, for a place
that I felt in my heart I would love
even more. I was right. I couldn’t be
happier at Cornell, and in Ithaca.
This community has embraced, chal-
lenged, and inspired me like no other.
I am better for it, and very proud to
call myself a part of it.

On June 1, Cornell will welcome
another newcomer as Chris Marshall
begins his tenure as associate vice
president for alumni affairs. In this
role, he will set the vision and strate-
gic direction for the University’s
global alumni programs. Cornell
alumni are renowned for being deeply
connected to one another and to the
University, and I look forward to see-
ing Chris take these relationships to
even greater heights.

Chris comes to us after more than two decades at his alma
mater, Lehigh University. A
member of the Class of
1988, Chris spent twelve
years as Lehigh’s highly suc-
cessful swimming and diving
coach. Then, for the next
seven years, he was execu-
tive director of the alumni
association. Under his guid-
ance, the alumni association
increased its regional and
international presence; im-
proved its reunion program;
brought a sharper focus to
its affinity group, young
alumni, and career develop-
ment programs; reinvigor-
ated its alumni admissions
outreach program; and ex-
panded its Web services and

communities. Thanks to his leadership, the Lehigh University
Alumni Association received Council for the Advancement and
Support of Education (CASE) Circle of Excellence Awards for
Alumni Relations Programs on four occasions. 

Letter from Ithaca

Welcome, Chris
A new leader for alumni affairs at Cornell

‘Chris told his
Lehigh family that
it would take some-
thing very special
to make him leave
a place where his
roots ran so deep.
He found it in 
Cornell.’

As a recognized leader in the pro-
fession, Chris also served as president
of the Association of Private College
and University Alumni Directors, a
group of forty U.S. colleges and uni-
versities, from 2003 to 2007. During
this time, he led an effort to develop
and implement an innovative online
benchmarking and assessment tool to
measure successful alumni relations
programs.

Chris may not be a Cornell alum-
nus, but it’s easy to recognize the
essential Cornell spirit in him. He
brought to his alma mater a deeply
personal loyalty, a strong conviction
that things could always become
even better, and the contagious
energy and entrepreneurial spirit
needed to make it happen. These are
precisely the traits that I see in the
generations of Cornellians who have
dedicated themselves to the better-
ment of this university. 

It takes a certain type of person to be a leader among lead-
ers. Chris has already expressed how impressed he is by the level
of commitment, devotion, and enthusiasm displayed by Cornell
alumni—an astounding global constituency of more than
250,000. Within these ranks, Chris will find some important
partners. He’ll have the leaders of more than eighty active classes;
the Cornell Alumni Federation, which comprises more than 100
Cornell Clubs and interest groups around the world, including
thirty outside the United States; and numerous other alumni asso-
ciations and special interest programs. All told, he will have
3,800 alumni volunteers on his team, participating in more than
1,200 annual events on campus and in 100-plus cities around
the world. It’s a broad base, and it will expand further as Cor-
nell seeks to engage more alumni in the life of the University.

Chris told his Lehigh family that it would take something
very special to make him leave a place where his roots ran so
deep. He found it in Cornell. It’s fitting that Chris will arrive in
Ithaca just in time for Reunion. I can think of no better way to
introduce him to the warm, vibrant, and diverse fellowship that
is the Cornell alumni community than by participating in his first
Cornell Reunion. Let’s make Chris feel at home and wish him all
the best as he embarks on what is certain to be a fulfilling and
exciting journey.

— Charlie Phlegar
Vice President for Alumni Affairs and Development

UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS

Chris Marshall
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From theHill

Campus News

Going global: President David Skorton shared the stage with former U.S.
President Bill Clinton for a panel discussion at Tulane University. 

ROBERT BARKER / UP

Skorton on
Activism
President Skorton spoke at the
inaugural meeting of the Clin-
ton Global Initiative University,
held in New Orleans in March.
The meeting, hosted by former
U.S. President Bill Clinton,
brought together students, uni-
versity presidents, and activists
to discuss such issues as
energy, climate change, health,
and poverty. In a panel discus-
sion that included Clinton and
cyclist Lance Armstrong, Skor-
ton described a four-step pro-
gram for activism: listening
and learning about a problem,
committing to an action plan,
doing as much as you can on
your own, and seeking out
other organizations and
resources. Said Skorton: “All of
us have an obligation to act in
the public interest.” 

Provost Rips Rankings
In her second Academic State of the University Address, titled “Ques-
tions of Value,” Provost Biddy Martin cast a critical eye on college
rankings and declared that “we can worry about our rankings, or we
can be who we are.” The address—delivered on March 5 to an audi-
ence of trustees, administrators, faculty, and a few students—began
with a look at a 2005 evaluation of “global universities” published in
the Economist. Cornell ranked twelfth on that list. Martin then moved
on to the most recent U.S. News & World Report ranking, where Cornell
also placed twelfth. She pointed out the strong correlation between
wealth, as measured in endowment per student, and the positions of
the top twenty schools on the U.S. News list, and said that rather
than worrying about its position in such polls, Cornell should “define
value in our own terms.”

Those terms, Martin explained, involve doing what the University
thinks is right and in accordance with its founding principles, as
expressed in such decisions as the recently announced improvements
in financial aid for lower-income families. Such positive moves are
being made more difficult by recent government actions, she con-
tended, especially cuts in financial support combined with pressure for
more endowment funds to be channeled into financial aid. Cornell,
Martin said, needs to engage government officials on the negative
implications of such actions for both teaching and research. 

Freshmen Read Lincoln
The book for next year’s New Student Reading Proj-
ect is Lincoln at Gettysburg: The Words That Remade
America, a Pulitzer Prize winner by Garry Wills. The
selection was announced by vice provost for under-
graduate education Michele Moody-Adams, who
said it was chosen for its reflections on American
history and national issues of race, leadership, and
war. The choice also emphasizes the connection
between Lincoln and Cornell, which was founded
as a result of the president’s commitment to the
Morrill Act creating land-grant universities. The
Cornell archive houses one of five known handwrit-
ten copies of the Gettysburg Address.

DIVISION OF RARE AND MANUSCRIPT COLLECTIONS / CARL A. KROCH LIBRARY / CORNELL
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BETH SAULNIER

Smoke & Fire
In March, the New York Times reported that a major study
on early lung cancer detection by a prominent researcher at
Weill Cornell Medical College was partly financed by a
tobacco company—and implied that the funding source was
intentionally concealed. Radiologist Claudia Henschke, MD,
led the study, which found that 80 percent of lung cancer
deaths could be prevented through the widespread use of CT
scans for former smokers and others at high risk. The results
were published in the New England Journal of Medicine in
2006, with a notation that the Foundation for Lung Cancer:
Early Detection, Prevention & Treatment supported the proj-
ect. The Times story reported that the foundation, a little-
known and hastily organized charity, received $3.6 million
from the Vector Group, the parent company of Liggett
Tobacco. Henschke is the foundation’s president; its direc-
tors include Weill Cornell dean Antonio Gotto.

Weill Cornell responded with a statement that it never
concealed the gift, which was disclosed in an earlier press
release—and that Vector had no control over the study or
its results. “The gift was used appropriately and responsi-
bly for the public good,” the Medical college said. How-
ever, the journal’s editor in chief told the Times that if the
funding source had been known, the article would not
have been published. In an editorial, the Daily Sun decried
the University’s willingness to accept tobacco money
regardless of whether Vector’s donation affected the study.
“The fact remains that gifts from Big Tobacco are essen-
tially blood money,” the Sun said. “Any gift from a tobacco
company is money that was made on the lives, addictions,
and subsequent deaths of millions of people worldwide.” 

Great white Weill: Construction continues on Weill Hall, the new life sciences technology building. The
$162 million, 250,000-square-foot structure is scheduled for completion this summer. It will house
labs and classrooms in the biological, physical, engineering, computational, and social sciences.

Junot Díaz, MFA ’95, winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the National
Book Critics Circle Prize for his novel The Brief Wondrous Life of
Oscar Wao. 

Michael Latham, professor emeritus of nutritional sciences, given
the Award of Merit from the United Nations Standing Committee on
Nutrition. Latham was director of Cornell’s Program in International
Nutrition for twenty-five years.

Rafael Pass, assistant professor of computer science, winner of a
five-year, $450,000 Faculty Early Career Development Award from
the National Science Foundation, for research on making Internet
business transactions more secure. 

Assistant professors of electrical and computer engineering Ehsan
Afshari, Sunil Bhave, and Farhan Rana, each given a 2008 Young
Faculty Award and a $150,000 grant from the Defense Advanced
Research Projects Agency (DARPA) to develop “innovative, specula-
tive, and high-risk research ideas.”

First-year pre-medical student Maen Abou Ziki, winner of an Adel-
phic Award from Cornell’s John S. Knight Institute for Writing in
the Disciplines. He is the first student at Weill Cornell Medical Col-
lege–Qatar to win a Cornell campus prize. 

College Television Emmy Award winners Alex Krivicich ’08 (Produc-
ers’ Choice award), Justin Lerner ’02 (Best Director award and sec-
ond prize for drama), and Reed VanDyk ’07 (first prize for comedy). 

Give My Regards To. . .
These Cornellians in the News
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Freeze frame: Top honors in the inaugural Margaret Bourke-White 
Photography Portfolio Prize, including a $7,500 cash award, went to MFA
candidate Lindsay Glover for “Hollowed Out.” The series of photos (including
Number Six, above) will be on display outside President Skorton’s Day Hall
office through May. Bourke-White graduated from Cornell in 1927.

Astronaut
Low Dies
G. David Low ’80, an astronaut
who carried Ezra Cornell’s silk
wedding socks into space dur-
ing his first shuttle mission in
1990, died March 15 from
colon cancer. He was fifty-two.
Low served in the space pro-
gram for twelve years, circling
the Earth more than 540 times
on three missions. In 1991, he
brought another Ezra relic into
space—the letter the founder
wrote to his granddaughter
expressing his wish that the
University be coeducational.
Low, who later became an
executive in the space indus-
try, is survived by his wife and
three children.

Campus Crime 
In April, the Cornell Police
announced that it would
increase security for the rest of
the semester in response to
recent crimes in and around
campus, including a string of
burglaries over spring break and
three armed robberies that took
place the following week in Col-
legetown and at a fraternity
house. Most of the crimes have
resulted in arrest or indictment,
but as of mid-April one suspect
remained at large with a war-
rant issued for his arrest. 

Battling
Wheat Plague
The Gates Foundation has
awarded Cornell a $26.8 mil-
lion grant to launch the
Durable Rust Resistance in
Wheat project, an international
partnership of fifteen institu-
tions working to combat stem
rust, a virulent fungus that
causes wheat to break and
shrivel. Directed by plant
breeding professor Ronnie Coff-
man, PhD ’71, the project will
focus on developing improved
rust-resistant varieties of
wheat, containing outbreaks,
and protecting resource-poor
farmers in developing countries
from losing their crops. Part-
ners include organizations in
Kenya, Ethiopia, and Syria.

Top Jobs Filled
Several administrators shifted positions this spring, as the dean of the
faculty announced his retirement and the Johnson School and library sys-
tem got new leaders, both of whom had been in the posts in an interim
capacity. Current faculty dean Charles Walcott, PhD ’59, a professor of
neurobiology and behavior, will retire from the University when his term
ends June 30. He’ll be succeeded by William Fry, PhD ’70, a professor of
plant pathology who has taught on the Hill since 1971. The Johnson
School announced that Joe Thomas, the Noyes professor of manufacturing,
has been named its new dean. And Anne Kenney, a pioneer in digitizing
library materials, is the new University Librarian, overseeing two dozen
Cornell libraries in Ithaca, Geneva, New York City, and Qatar. 

Double Click>>
Check out Cornell Alumni Magazine’s

new, expanded website. 

• The current magazine, plus past issues
• Web-only extras like the RedAllOver blog 
• Cornell-related links, from Slope Media to MetaEzra
• Breaking news, reader polls, and more 

cornellalumnimagazine.com

LINDSAY GLOVER

UP

William Fry

012-015CAMmj08fth  4/16/08  2:31 PM  Page 14



May | June 2008 15

Biz Major Ranked Fourth
BusinessWeek has ranked Applied Economics and Management, Cornell’s undergraduate
business program, as fourth-best in the nation, rising six spots from last year. The survey
looked at such elements as enrollment, cost, average SAT score, academic quality, and
facilities. The magazine ranked Cornell’s MBA program thirteenth in graduate-level busi-
ness education; the Executive MBA program was also named thirteenth. U.S. News &
World Report also released its grad rankings this spring, naming the Johnson School
twelfth. Other top-ranked programs included computer science (sixth), physics (seventh),
engineering (ninth), law (twelfth), and math (thirteenth).

R&D
More information on campus research is
available at www.news.cornell.edu

Although the two lightest metals in the universe have an inherent antipathy to
each other, they bind at high density and pressure. The work on lithium and
beryllium by Ji Feng, PhD ’07, and colleagues appeared in Nature. 

Horticulture professor Mark Bridgen has developed a new hybrid of the Inca lily.
Called Mauve Majesty, the pinkish-purple perennial can last two weeks in a vase
or bloom all summer in northern states. The plant is available through catalogs
and nurseries. 

Toxic chemicals originating in the home are ending up in farmland, parks,
forests, and yards—via household drains. Microbiology professor Anthony Hay
says sewer sludge often contains low concentrations of chemicals from personal-
care products and medications. 

The pitch of a male loon’s yodel may determine whether he remains with a mate,
suggests a study by Cornell and Chapman University researchers. Loons of either
sex intrude on other mate pairs, displacing the bird of the same sex. The study
revealed that the lower a male loon’s song, the more likely it is to defeat the
intruder.

Children may be more reliable witnesses in court cases than previously thought.
Human development professors Valerie Reyna and Chuck Brainerd found that
while adult memories rely on a part of the brain that records the meaning of
events, children’s depend on a part that records what actually happened. 

A Cornell robot set an unofficial world record in April by walking 5.6 miles around
the Barton Hall track. The goal of the research, says professor Andy Ruina, was to
advance robotics while learning more about the mechanics of walking.

It may not be a small world, after all—at least on the Internet. Computer science
professor Jon Kleinberg ’93 studied two e-mail chain letters, finding that rather
than reaching many recipients quickly, they tended to travel in long, straight
lines. This left hundreds of degrees of separation, rather than the fabled six.

Entomologists have identified a mechanism that could help prevent mosquitos
from biting humans and spreading dengue fever. Professor Laura Harrington and
colleagues found that proteins transferred during mating suppress the female's
appetite for mammalian blood.

Coffee may hold the key to preventing multiple sclerosis. Immunologists found
that mice given the caffeine equivalent of six to eight cups a day were protected
from developing an MS-like disease.
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Order form for Hail, All Hail Cornell
Mail to: Gleedsville Art Publishers, P.O. Box 4213, Leesburg, VA 20175-9998; Call toll-free 1-877-771-8055.

Title Quantity Price Total
Hail, All Hail Cornell $250 ea.
ADD: Shipping/handling/insurance @ $13/print contiguous USA; @ $25/print Canada and overseas.
ADD: Sales Tax: Virginia residents add applicable sales tax.  

TOTAL DUE WITH THIS ORDER

Payment: ___ Visa ___ MasterCard ___ Check 

Account No. Expiration Date Signature

Make check payable to Gleedsville Art Publishers (HAHC)

Ship to: Name

Street 

City/State/Zip Code Daytime phone

Image size 16" x 24" Edition limited to 400
On acid-free fine art watercolor paper Signed and numbered

Hail, All Hail Cornell
A limited edition giclée print of an original oil painting by   

BILL SCHMIDT, CLASS OF 1957
Professional landscape painter and creator of the sold-out lithograph Our Fair Cornell

(www.billschmidt.net)

A giclée is a fine art reproduction with nearly flawless color representation that has been produced from a digitally scanned
electronic file of the original painting. This giclée was created in honor of the Class of 1957’s 45th Reunion. All proceeds
from sales of the giclée are being donated by the artist to the Library Endowment Fund.

Hail, All Hail Cornell is priced at $250 plus shipping costs. It can be purchased at the Cornell Store or ordered online at
www.store.cornell.edu or by mail using the form below. Please allow 3 weeks for delivery.  
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Sports

The Bear Facts
In Touchdown: The Story of the Cornell Bear, 

John Foote ’74 tells tales of the Big Red’s ursine mascots

Cornell’s athletic history the football team
is to have a really truly live vivacious bear
as a mascot. The cub was bought by
Manager [“Booty”] Hunkin [’16] and
Assistant Manager [Walt] Lalley [’17] at
Old Town, Maine.”

The Cornell Daily Sun first reported
this additional member of the football
team on September 30, 1915, stating that
the bear was acclimating to his new envi-
rons prior to his first appearance “in an
official capacity.” This debut would be at
the second game of the season, a home
contest against Oberlin on October 2nd.
The Sun also indicated that the bear had

not yet been named, but that among the
possibilities, “‘Touchdown’ will doubtless
receive consideration.”

Why did the Big Red football team
want a bear, or any other animal for that
matter, as a mascot, given that the team
had experienced success without one for
a number of years? The answer may lie in
the fact that the CUAA depended on
ticket sales for its funding and was under
pressure to promote interest in football
games. Numerous Sun articles from fall
1915 talk about the obligation of students
to support Big Red teams by buying tick-
ets through subscriptions to the CUAA.

CORNELL ATHLETICS ARCHIVESCornell began playing foot-
ball in 1869, but it wasn’t
until 1915 that the Big
Red had its first unde-

feated season. In fact, the 1915 season is
in the record books as one of the greatest
ever. Cornell was declared the number
one team in the East (then the center of
college football) by Walter Camp and
Grantland Rice, the leading football com-
mentators of the time.

Some of the magic of the 1915 season
was conjured up by a newcomer to the
Big Red football program—a black bear
that was acquired by the Cornell Univer-
sity Athletic Association (CUAA) as a
mascot. The Ithaca Journal announced
the arrival of the bear in a brief notice on
September 25, 1915: “For the first time in

John Foote ’74 has been interested in the
Cornell Bear since he was a cheerleader
in the fall of 1973 and shared the
Schoellkopf sidelines with a fellow stu-
dent dressed in a bear suit. “After read-
ing a number of conflicting and
overblown accounts of the real bears, it
became clear that their history was more
fiction than fact,” he says, “so I thought
it was time to set the record straight.”

Foote, who has worked as an invest-
ment banker and the principal of a
transportation engineering company, is a
senior fellow at Harvard’s Kennedy
School and a frequent guest lecturer at
Cornell. He lives in Boston and Ithaca
with his wife, Kristen Rupert ’74. 

Touchdown: The Story of the Cor-
nell Bear has been printed in a limited
edition of 2,000 hardback copies. It’s
available at the Cornell Store or online
at www.touchdownthebear.com and
www.bookch.com. Foote has absorbed
the cost of the printing, and all proceeds
will go to “Far Above…The Campaign
for Cornell.” 
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Sports Shorts

STRONG SHOWING At the
2008 Indoor Heptagonal
Track and Field Champi-
onships at Barton Hall, the
Big Red men’s team racked
up a meet-record 205
points to earn its fourth
indoor Heps title in six
years and second straight
Heps title, following its vic-
tory in the 2007 outdoor
meet. Muhammad Halim
’08 was named the Most
Outstanding Performer for
the second year in a row
after defending his title in
both the long jump and
triple jump. A week later,
Halim earned All-American
honors in the triple jump
with a fourth-place finish
at the NCAA indoor cham-
pionships, where he broke
his own school record with
a jump of 53 feet, 3.75 inches. Other men’s Heps champions included Jordan Lester
’08 in the 60 meters, Adam Seabrook ’08 in the 400 meters, Zach Hine ’09 in the
5,000 meters, and Joshua Kirkpatrick ’10 in the pole vault. The women’s team,
despite winning a meet-best six events, saw its indoor Heps title streak stopped at
six and its overall Heps streak end at 12, as Cornell finished third in a tight contest,
just 14 points behind first-place Princeton and seven behind second-place Brown.
Jeomi Maduka ’09 gave Cornell a sweep of the Most Outstanding Performer awards,
earning the women’s honor after first-place finishes in the 60 meters, long jump,
and triple jump—all with school-record performances. Other winners included Maria
Matos ’09 in the weight throw and Natalie Gengel ’10 in the pole vault.

GRAPPLING HONORS At the NCAA Championship wrestling meet, Jordan Leen ’10
won a national title at 157 pounds, capping a season that saw the Big Red earn its
second straight Eastern title and sixth straight Ivy League crown. Leen entered the
tournament as the eighth
seed—the lowest seed to win
this season. His national title
is the ninth in school history.
Leen was one of four Big Red
wrestlers to earn All-American
honors, as Cornell became the
first EIWA school to have four
or more All-Americans for four
straight seasons. Mack
Lewnes ’11 was the only true
freshman to reach the semi-
finals and eventually finished
fourth at 165 pounds. Mike Grey ’11 finished sixth at 133 pounds while Steve
Anceravage ’09 was sixth at 174 pounds. Cornell placed ninth as a team, its fourth
top-ten finish in the last six years.

TOP FROSH The future looks bright for the Cornell hockey programs, with members
of the men’s and women’s teams being named both the Ivy League and ECAC Rookie
of the Year. Riley Nash ’11 was selected as the top men’s rookie after scoring 32
points on 12 goals and a team-high 20 assists. Nash, who led the team in power-
play goals with seven, was also selected to the College Hockey News All-Rookie

(The Sun asked rhetorically in an op-ed
piece that appeared on October 2, 1915:
“Do you know that Cornell maintains its
athletic teams on less than one-third the
income received by other universities such
as Yale, Harvard, and Princeton?”) Per-
haps someone in the CUAA thought hav-
ing a novelty such as a bear cub at the
games would increase attendance and help
narrow the gap between the Big Red and
the “Big Three.”

The real answer, however, is not so
strategic or premeditated. As related by
“Booty” Hunkin, manager of the 1915
football team, “Back in the summer of
1915, I received a letter from an animal
trainer in Maine asking if we would have
an interest in a black bear cub for a mas-
cot at $25 [nearly $500 today] plus ship-
ping charges.” Booty replied in the affir-
mative, presumably after consulting his
funders, and the cub arrived on campus in
late September.

The Big Red football team beat Ober-
lin handily and the Cornell Alumni News
reported, without elaborating, that a bear
“was tethered on the field” during the
game. In a letter that was reprinted in the
Sun several days later, the writer asked,
“Has the bear been named yet? If not, I
would like to suggest ‘Victory Bruin’
[brewing] or ‘Vic’ for short.”

Perhaps because he lacked a name, the
bear kept a low profile over the next sev-
eral weeks. According to Hunkin, the bear
was lodged in the Bacon Baseball Cage
(on the site of what is now Hoy Field) and
was an “expensive pet and, regardless of
the nursery song, this bear did not like
porridge. He lived on comb honey and
even at wholesale from the College of
Agriculture, he required a wholesome allo-
cation of funds.”

The other reason why the bear was
not the center of attention was that the
brand-new Schoellkopf Field was being
prepared for its dedication on Saturday,
October 9, 1915, prior to the game
against Williams College. (Before the con-
struction of Schoellkopf, the team used
Percy Field, the present site of Ithaca High
School.) After many long dedicatory
speeches that Saturday afternoon, the Big
Red improved its record to 3 and 0 by
making quick work of the Williams Ephs.
The team continued its winning ways the
following week with a lopsided victory in
the “Battle of the ’nells,” beating mascot-
less Bucknell. By this time, the bear had
become a fixture at Schoellkopf.

Excerpted and condensed from the book
Touchdown: The Story of the Cornell
Bear by John H. Foote. © 2008. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.

Muhammad Halim

Jordan Leen

CORNELL ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS

CORNELL ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS
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Team. For the women, Rebecca Johnston
’11 was named the best first-year player
after leading the team with 32 points on
16 goals and 16 assists. She is the first
Cornell woman to earn either ECAC Rookie
of the Year or first-team All-ECAC honors
and also was named to the Canadian
national team that competed at the World
Championships in early April.

MAKING A SPLASH A year after finishing
second, Wes Newman ’09 earned his first
Eastern Intercollegiate Swimming League
title when he won the 200 freestyle at the
league meet in March. Newman also fin-
ished third in the 500 freestyle and 200
butterfly. 

OVER THE NET Seeing Cornell athletes go
on to professional careers is nothing new,
but Alex Dyer ’07 is one of the few to do
so in volleyball. Dyer, who played two
years at Cornell after transferring from
Seton Hall, is a member of Odbojkaski Klub
OTP Banka Pula, a professional team in
Pula, Croatia. The team plays in the top
European professional league with a season
that runs from September until May. Dyer
helped the Big Red to two Ivy titles during
her time on the Hill and ranks third in Cor-
nell history with a career average of 3.0
kills per game.

ACADEMIC HONORS Both the men’s and
women’s cross country squads were named
2007 All-Academic teams by the National
Track and Field and Cross Country Coaches
Association; they qualified by scoring at
the NCAA regional meet and having a com-
bined grade-point average of 3.0 or better.
Stephanie Pancoast ’10 was named to the
national All-Academic cross country team
after placing 19th in the NCAA regional
and posting a GPA above 3.25. Accolades
also went to the field hockey team, which
had six players named to the 2007
ZAG/National Field Hockey Coaches Associ-

ation Collegiate National Academic Squad:
Stephanie Brownstein ’09, Alyssa
DePaola ’09, Katlyn Donoghue ’09, Eliza-
beth Goldblatt ’08, Katelyn Kirnan ’10,
and Mattie Prodanovic ’11.

TEAMMATES AGAIN Mike Iggulden ’05 is
the 20th Cornell player to suit up in the
National Hockey League, but one of only a
few to do so with a former Big Red team-
mate. In February, Iggulden was called up
to the San Jose Sharks, where he joined
Doug Murray ’03 on the roster. Iggulden
earned the promotion by leading the AHL
Worcester Sharks with 24 goals and 35
assists in the team’s first 67 games and
being named to the AHL All-Star game.
Iggulden and Murray are the first former Big
Red players to be on the same NHL team
since goalie Doug Dadswell ’88 and for-
ward Joe Nieuwendyk ’88 were members of
the Calgary Flames in the late Eighties. 

Winter Teams — Final Records
Men’s Basketball 22-6; 

14-0 Ivy (1st)

Women’s Basketball 20-9; 
11-3 Ivy (T-1st)

Fencing 5-4; 2-4 Ivy (T-5th)

Gymnastics 5-0

Men’s Hockey 19-14-3; 
12-9-1 ECAC (T-4th)

Sports Scoreboard

Women’s Hockey 12-17-1; 
9-12-1 ECAC (8th)

Men’s Polo 15-5

Women’s Polo 13-6

Men’s Squash 9-8; 2-4 Ivy (T-4th)

Women’s Squash 10-7; 0-6 Ivy (7th)

Men’s Swimming 5-5; 3-5 EISL (6th)

Women’s Swimming 2-8; 1-6 Ivy (7th)

Wrestling 9-5; 5-0 Ivy (1st)

Stephanie
Pancoast

CORNELL ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS
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linked tales. He is still greedy for new experiences and refuses to
settle into placid middle age. Bouncing between Dublin and New
York, Boyne avoids being killed, tries to thwart a forger, and fakes
his own death. To further complicate matters, Boyne’s daughter
Tory plans to marry his best friend, Hagar. As in the earlier Irish
Wine trilogy, Wimmer writes about eccentric characters with a
comic inventiveness akin to Flann O’Brien and J. P. Donleavy.

Why We’re Liberals by Eric Alterman ’82 (Viking). Though Ameri-
cans tend to shy away from the word “liberal,” opinion polls by
Harris, NPR, the Kaiser Family Foundation, and other groups show
that around 60 percent of the electorate ascribes to liberal
beliefs—they just don’t want to use the label. Alterman, a senior
fellow at the Center for American Progress and a professor at
Brooklyn College and the CUNY Graduate School of Journalism, dis-
poses of false characterizations and examines the development of
modern liberalism.
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Authors

Street Smarts

P rice sets his story of race and class
in the sociological laboratory of
New York City’s trendy Lower
East Side. Three young artists are

out on a bar crawl when two kids from the
projects try to rob them. One artist gets shot,
one has an alcoholic blackout, and the third,
Eric Cash, acts so guilty, the police finger him
for the shooting and try to force him to confess.
When they realize Cash is innocent, he refuses
to help them find the murderer. Price’s razor-
sharp dialogue reveals the moral compromises
and bitterness of the cops, hipsters, grieving
families, and petty thieves.

The Storks’ Nest by Laura Lynne Williams
’91, with photographs by Igor Shpilenok
(Fulcrum). In 1993, Williams set up the
World Wildlife Fund’s first office in Russia to
coordinate biodiversity projects. But she
left that well-paying job in Moscow to work
in a remote nature preserve. Now she and
her husband, naturalist and photographer
Igor Shpilenok, live in a rural village in the
Bryansk Forest in western Russia where they
protect the forest, monitor the rare black
stork, try to reintroduce the European
bison, root out poachers, survive the harsh winters, and learn the
tangled history of the villagers of Chukhrai. 

Pitch Perfect by Mickey Rapkin ’00 (Gotham). There are more than
1,200 college a cappella groups in the United States. Diane
Sawyer, Art Garfunkel, and Anne Hathaway sang in a cappella
groups—and so did Osama bin Laden. “So where does the impulse
to step out in front of a group of identically dressed men and hum
into a microphone before a crowd of thousands come from?” asks
Mickey Rapkin, a senior editor at GQ and a past member of
Cayuga’s Waiters. He follows the Tufts Beelzebubs, the University of
Virginia Hullabahoos, and the University of Oregon’s all-female
Divisi, giving an insider’s look at the subculture.

The Wildly Irish Sextet by Dick Wimmer ’58 (Soft Skull). Seamus
Boyne, ladies’ man and self-proclaimed greatest painter in the
world, returns as the picaresque hero of Wimmer’s new collection of

Lush Life by Richard Price ’71 (Farrar, Straus and Giroux)
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Fiction
The Way, by Joseph Bruchac ’64 (Darby
Creek). When Cody LeBeau enters a new
high school, he becomes the target of bul-
lies. His uncle teaches him martial arts,
and they help each other follow the path
of peace.

Drama
Shared Stages, edited by Sarah Blacher
Cohen and Joanne B. Koch ’61 (SUNY). Ten
contemporary plays, including I’m Not Rap-
paport, Fires in the Mirror, Driving Miss
Daisy, and the co-editors’ play Soul Sisters,
explore the interwoven destinies of blacks
and Jews in American society.

Nonfiction
Riding Toward Everywhere, by William T.
Vollmann ’81 (Ecco). The National Book
Award winner lights out for the territories,
hopping rides on freight trains in search of
a freedom that he finds in short supply in
America. He questions whether he is tap-
ping into a rich vein of myth or engaging
in “privileged railroad follies.”

At the Mercy of the Mountains, by Peter
Bronski ’01 (Lyons). For Bronski, an out-
door writer and former search and rescue
team member, the Adirondacks constitute
the ideal place. The region makes up one-
fifth of New York State, and its 6 million
acres are a magnet for adventure and, all
too often, misadventure. Bronski recounts
historic and recent stories of survival.

It’s a Dog’s Life . . . But It’s Your Carpet,
by Justine A. Lee, DVM ’97 (Three Rivers).
Lee answers those nagging questions about
canine behavior, from what is the smartest
breed to why dogs sniff each other’s back-
sides, and many other topics.

Greening Brazil, by Kathryn Hochstetler
and Margaret E. Keck ’70 (Duke University).
Two political scientists examine how Brazil-
ian environmentalists address both ecologi-
cal destruction and social injustice. 

Brian Friel, Ireland, and the North, by Scott
Boltwood ’83 (Cambridge University). This
study of the playwright’s work delves into
Friel’s problematic relationship with Irish
nationalism and his critical examination of
the Irish psyche. Boltwood, an associate
professor of English at Emory and Henry
College, argues that Friel is doubly disen-
franchised, “alienated from both Irish
states and unable to identify with either.”

Recently Published
Cornell Sheep Program

Blankets
Created from wool of

Cornell Dorset and
Finnsheep, each blanket is 

serially numbered on the Cornell
Sheep Program logo and comes

with a certificate of authenticity.

Red stripes at each end and red binding
accent the 100% virgin wool.

Blanket sales help to support the Cornell
Sheep Program, and $10 from each sale
goes to an undergraduate scholarship
fund.

Lap robe (60 x 48 inches, 1 stripe) $75
Single (60 x 90 inches, 3 stripes) $101
Double (72 x 90 inches, 3 stripes) $112
Queen (78 x 104 inches, 3 stripes) $139

8% tax (within NY)
$8 per blanket shipping.

Cornell Orchards, Cornell Dairy Store, or
the Department of Animal Science,
114 Morrison Hall, Cornell University,

Ithaca, NY 14853-4801

Phone 607-255-7712
Fax 607-255-9829

www.sheep.cornell.edu
(click on blankets)

cspblankets@cornell.edu
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Finger Lakes Listing LIVE, VACATION, WORK OR RETIRE NEAR CORNELL
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Fall in love with the
home of your dreams!

Visit Ithaca’s luxury home 
virtual tours . . .

www.BethGanem.com
Toll Free 1-800-880-5360

LIC. REAL ESTATE
ASSOC. BROKER
CORNELL MS ’82
CORNELL PhD ’85
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Currents

B ehind a set of passcard-protected doors in the
basement of Corson Hall, 1,000 gallons of arti-
ficial seawater flow through four fiberglass tanks
teeming with life. Two dozen species of coral

from around the world thrive in the tanks, home to nine species
of fish and a host of invertebrates—snails, shrimp, crabs, sea
cucumbers, sea stars, and jellyfish. Scuppers dump recirculated
water into the tanks to mimic wave action, while suspended
lights shuttle back and forth to reproduce the sun’s photosyn-
thetic effects. 

Grad student Dave Baker designed and built this artificial
ecosystem that he calls “art imitating life,” and he devotes a few
hours every day to its maintenance. For the dozen members of
ecology and evolutionary biology professor Drew Harvell’s
research team, these tanks provide a critical link to the life forms
they study in such places as East Africa, Micronesia, Australia,
the Philippines, Mexico, and Panama. Upstairs in Harvell’s third-
floor lab, the team uses samples from the tanks to investigate the
genomic foundations of coral immunity, seeking clues to the
resilience of an ancient life form that benefits humans to the tune
of $30 billion annually—providing protein sources for a billion
people, coastal protection from storms and erosion, and a vig-
orous tourism trade. (Australia credits the Great Barrier Reef

alone with generating
annual revenue of more
than $4 billion.)

In December, Harvell
and a group of sixteen fel-
low marine scientists issued
a stark warning: unless
world leaders take prompt
and drastic action to stem
the effects of escalating car-
bon dioxide emissions and
rising ocean temperatures,
coral reefs have less than
fifty years before they join
the passenger pigeon on the
list of creatures driven to ex-
tinction by human activity.
Science published the work,
funded by the World Bank’s

Global Environment Facility, the same week that delegates gath-
ered in Bali to discuss international treaties to fight global warm-
ing. “It’s shocking that this is within our lifetimes,” says Harvell.
“We’re headed for a bad bottleneck. Even if there are policy
changes to immediately reduce emissions, there will still be a long
lag where things won’t be good for coral reefs.” 

Each day, oceans absorb about 22 million tons of carbon

Reefs at Risk 
Is coral on the brink of extinction?

dioxide, making seawater more acidic and reducing the avail-
ability of carbonate ions, essential to the spiny shells and skele-
tons of myriad marine creatures. In coral reefs, the effects of acid-
ification look a lot like human aging—a drastic slowdown in
growth followed by the transformation of solid, calcium-based
structures into porous ghosts (essentially, osteoporosis). Those
coral species that aren’t wiped out completely, says Harvell, will
survive as small polyps, not extensive colonies robust enough to
slow tsunami-force waves or provide habitats for juvenile fish
and a wide array of invertebrates.

To further complicate the matter, coral reefs are increasingly
subject to a wealth of human insults; a combination of over-
fishing, pollution, and physical damage from boat anchors and
souvenir hunters has made them more susceptible to disease. In
the Eighties, Caribbean reefs were transformed by an outbreak
that virtually eradicated several key species. Meanwhile, exten-
sive bleaching—in which heat-stressed coral respond to temper-
ature spikes by expelling the symbiotic microalgae that furnish
them with color and nutrients—has killed up to 90 percent of
some reefs. In 2005, bleaching caused extensive damage in the
Caribbean; in less than a year, centuries-old outcroppings, each
larger than a tractor-trailer, simply melted away. “The level of
mortality was disheartening,” says Harvell. “Even though it’s
exactly what we predicted, it was upsetting to see the disease out-
breaks and the loss of coral cover.”

In the Corson Hall tanks, a half-dozen lavender sea fans sway
gently in the waves, suspended from lengths of dental floss. The
fans, ubiquitous in the Caribbean, are the focus of Harvell’s cur-
rent research on response to diseases caused by the fungus
Aspergillus, which also infects humans; regions currently battling
infection sport dark purple splotches. “It’s a really interesting
evolutionary puzzle,” says Harvell, who also serves as Cornell’s
curator of invertebrates. “Just how does the immune system
work in an invertebrate that ancient?” 

A long-time admirer of the ocean’s soft-bodied creatures,
Harvell fell hard for coral as a grad student in zoology at the
University of Washington. A St. Croix research expedition in the
early Eighties—facilitated by an underwater dive lab that
allowed extended observation—clinched her fascination. “I
spent five days underwater, never going to the surface,” she
recalls. “I was hooked.” As an ecologist, Harvell hesitates to
offer quick fixes for the alarming trends she’s seen over the
course of her career. And yet, her current effort to collect base-
line data on coral health at four locations around the world
can’t seem to stay ahead of the rapid degradation already under
way. “We’ve started having conversations about what would
happen if there were no corals,” she admits, “but we’re not
quite ready to go there yet.”

— Sharon Tregaskis ’95 FO
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GRETA ABEY
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Endangered species: Coral, like these gorgons on
Flinders Reef in Australia, may be at risk of extinction.
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Showering one day in 1997, Mary Tagliaferri ’88
found a lump in her right breast. It was a Stage I
cancer. She had turned thirty just weeks before
and was already planning to add an MD to her

master’s degree in traditional Chinese medicine, but breast can-
cer inspired her to do even more. “I was facing mortality at a
young age,” she says. “I decided to work on things that truly had
meaning for me, because you never know how long you’ll be
here.” Now a doctor, she has co-founded Bionovo, a pharma-
ceutical company with a unique niche: geared toward women, it
derives drugs from medicinal Chinese herbs. 

Bionovo’s first medication, for hot flashes, is scheduled to
undergo a final phase of FDA testing this summer and hit the
market in 2010. Other drugs in development aim to treat vagi-
nal atrophy and advanced metastatic breast cancer. “I wanted to
show that traditional Chinese medicine worked in the same type
of double-blind, placebo-controlled clinical trials that we run in
Western medicine,” Tagliaferri says. “If this medicine works, then

East Meets West

you should be able to prove its efficacy in the
same types of clinical models.” 

Tagliaferri became interested in tradi-
tional Chinese medicine—which combines
acupuncture, massage, and plant-based treat-
ments developed over thousands of years—
when a massage therapist cleared up a mus-
culoskeletal problem with acupressure. She
says its techniques seem to work best on ill-
nesses that Western medicine treats with less
success, like gastrointestinal problems,
migraine, and asthma. Still, she says, Western
medicine has its strengths. “If you have a
broken arm, by all means, go to the emer-
gency room and get a splint,” she says. “If
you have cancer, it’s likely you’ll benefit the
most with surgery, chemotherapy, and radia-
tion. But traditional Chinese medicine can
help to abate the side effects from those types
of rough treatments and provide overall well-
being while you go through them.”

It may also provide an untapped source
of new drugs. Many Western medicines are
also derived from herbs; aspirin comes from
willow tree bark, while digoxin, used to treat
various heart conditions, is an extract of fox-
glove. “That’s been around for centuries, and
it works well,” says Rache Simmons, a breast
cancer surgeon at the Iris Cantor Women’s

World health: Mary Tagliaferri ’88 has both an MD and a master’s degree
in traditional Chinese medicine.

With ancient herbs and 

modern drug trials, 

globally trained MD aims 

to improve women’s health

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

BIONOVO
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Health Center, which is affiliated with
Weill Cornell Medical College. “It’s cer-
tainly not a ridiculous idea that some
herbs have potentially beneficial effects.”
According to Tagliaferri, 72 percent of
infectious disease medicines are based on
natural products, as are 62 percent of
chemotherapy drugs. “Combinatorial
chemistry, where a scientist sits at a com-
puter and develops chemical molecules to
create drugs, hasn’t been very successful.
It makes sense to go back to nature,
which may be far more clever than a sci-
entist in a lab at developing potential
compounds.” Bionovo’s drug for hot
flashes comprises twenty-two herbs,
including astragalus, anemarrhenae, and
licorice, that link to one of the body’s
estrogen receptors.  

Estrogen is key to women’s health: too
much of the hormone may cause cells to
proliferate in the breast, while too little
causes menopause—and problems like hot
flashes, vaginal dryness, osteoporosis, and
insomnia. Breast cancer patients are often
treated with an anti-estrogen drug that
induces a chemical menopause. “There’s
a whole host of menopausal symptoms
that are extremely common and incredi-
bly annoying, if not actually physically
dangerous,” says Simmons. “It’s definitely
a huge issue for our patients.”

Bionovo grew out of a clinical
research program that Tagliaferri, who
majored in agricultural economics on the
Hill, initiated while attending med school
at the University of California, San Fran-
cisco. At UCSF, Tagliaferri developed and
tested a series of herbal formulas with an
unusual team: an acupuncturist who spe-
cialized in oncology and an oncologist
interested in the anti-cancer properties of
Tibetan herbal medicines. Eventually two
drugs, for breast cancer and menopausal
symptoms, showed promise in preliminary
trials. In 2002, Tagliaferri and the
acupuncturist, Isaac Cohen, sold their
houses and founded Bionovo. One of Sil-
icon Valley’s few female entrepreneurs, she
has since helped raise $50 million from
investors. Now Bionovo, a public com-
pany traded on the NASDAQ, is worth
$320 million. 

Although Tagliaferri has been cancer-
free for eleven years, she says she thinks
about her fight with the disease every day.
“I never thought my diagnosis would set
me on a path to develop safer and more
effective drugs for the disease that seemed
to be ruining my life,” she says. “I look
back at that time and see that in many
ways my personal battle with breast can-
cer was a gift.”

— Susan Kelley
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T he search for his next job forced Sung-kwon “Rio” Kim to do something
he dreads but has learned to endure: write in English. Crafting an e-mail to
an alumna of the Johnson Graduate School of Management, where he is a
second-year MBA student, Kim debated word combinations foreign to his

native Korean. Should he use “of” or “for”? “The company” or “your company”? What
was the right verb—and what tense should that verb be?

Kim knows from his work in consulting and investment banking in Seoul that English
has become the international language of business. But its nuances elude him. “If I want to
get a job in the U.S., I need good communication skills,” says the thirty-one-year-old, adding
that he is concerned about his speaking ability but more so about his writing—even after
three semesters at Cornell.

Of Cornell’s 6,000 graduate students, some 2,100 are non-native English speakers;
although they’ve all scored well enough on the Test of English as a Foreign Language
(TOEFL) to be admitted, some still struggle. Part of the problem, administrators say, is that
grad students don’t have the wealth of resources available to foreign-born undergrads.
“There is a need for Cornell to invest more in language support classes,” says Deborah
Campbell, director of the English for Academic Purposes program, which primarily serves
grad students. Joseph Martin, MA ’72, director of the writing workshop at the Knight Insti-
tute for Writing in the Disciplines, concurs, saying his program doesn’t have enough tutors
to help more than a handful of grad students; its walk-in service is available to all, yet can
provide little more than a quick fix. “Grad students even ask to enroll in the first-year writ-
ing seminars,” he says, “but we tell them no, that course is not suitable for them at a cog-
nitive level.”

Some graduate students seek help from other sources: they can go online, hire a tutor,
or try to enroll in an undergraduate writing course. They can take English as a Second Lan-
guage (ESL) courses in Cornell’s Summer College or the Ithaca community. If they are TAs,
they can sign up for the International Teaching Assistant Training Program, which is
required of any TA whose first language is not English—and even then, they must be
screened for a certain level of proficiency.

Just how difficult is English? Campbell responds by setting down an English grammar
text, massive at 1,800 pages, and an American dictionary almost as thick. Lars Kollmann,
a German-born student in the Program in Real Estate, has studied English for twenty years
but still labors over its subtleties. “It takes me twice as long to do assignments as native
speakers,” he says. “I use a dictionary for every sentence, and for some words you can get
eight to ten choices for definition and usage. It’s torture. Mastering a language is a long
and painful process.”

Kim says that living with two American roommates has improved his speaking ability,
but writing is a larger barrier. Luckily, he was able to take a seven-week communication
course at the Johnson School, taught by lecturer Angela Noble-Grange, MBA ’94. “Because
the world is electronic, students write a great deal,” Noble-Grange says. “Everything we
do, we have to speak or write about it.” The Program in Real Estate has started a similar
course for its fifty students, but few departments offer such resources.

J. Ellen Gainor, associate dean of the Graduate School, sees a wide-reaching need that
goes beyond graduate students. Foreign-born postdocs, for example, may be new to 
English-speaking environments. “There is no real structure to assist them,” she says. “We
have a growing international undergraduate population and visiting faculty, and they might
need help. It’s an issue for the entire community.”

— Scott Conroe, MPS ’98

Lost in Translation
For graduate students, English may be 
the hardest subject of all
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Music and memory: One of Sam Shaber’s most popular tunes is an ode to Maribel Garcia ’95.

S he plays it at every gig—the house concert in
Savannah and the coffee shop in San Diego, the
community college in New Jersey and the folk
festival in Delaware. The tune begins with an

acoustic guitar, gently picked, followed by soft, halting lyrics:
Lately I’ve not been too well
How are you Maribel?
So much has changed
So soon since you’ve flown
I find myself so alone
“People see what they want to see in the song,” says its cre-

ator, Sam Shaber ’94. “It speaks to everyone who’s had a loss.”
Sitting on a bench in New York’s Central Park, Shaber does-

Playing by Heart
Sam Shaber ’94 remembers a friend in song

n’t look like the typical singer-songwriter. The native New Yorker
is in the midst of a transition—from raw pop-folk artist to lead
singer of the Happy Problem, a Los Angeles-based punk startup.
And she’s dressing the part: hair colored flaming red, nails inky
black, hot pink top, faux combat boots she spotted in a store
window in San Francisco. “It was like that scene from Purple
Rain,” she says with a laugh, “where Prince sees that guitar, and
he has to have it.” 

Unlike the flamboyant rock star, Shaber has spent the past
decade scratching for a living—no manager, no customized bus,
no record deal. She books her own shows, drives hundreds of
miles, sings, strums, sells her self-funded CDs, often sleeps in a
friend’s guest room or on a cousin’s couch, and then she does it

JOY GUEST
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all over again. The venues change. The set
lists, too. But she always plays “Rain and
Sunshine.” 

I’ve got this story that I tell
About where we went, Maribel
When Shaber was a senior at Cornell,

she met Maribel Garcia ’95 in a creative
writing class. She was immediately capti-
vated by the slim, sharp-featured blonde
whose parents had emigrated from Spain
to Manhattan’s Chelsea neighborhood.
“Everything about Mari-
bel seemed exotic yet
totally down-to-earth.
She was plain yet beauti-
ful, extremely cool yet
totally dorky,” says Sha-
ber. “I wanted to be like
her very badly.” They
became fast friends, par-
ticularly when Shaber
remained in Ithaca after
graduation to pursue
music. She joined a jam
band as a backup singer,
then formed a group
called Sam Shaber and
Belted Kingfisher, snag-
ging a gig every few
weeks. By the end of her
second postgraduate year
in Ithaca, she was testing
her nascent songwriting
skills as a solo act at
places like Oliver’s and the ABC Café. 

When she moved back to New York,
it was Garcia who set up Shaber’s first
big-city show, at a basement club in
Chelsea. A year later, when Shaber under-
took a tour to promote her first album—
sixteen shows in twenty-four days—Gar-
cia joined her. Neither had ever taken a
classic road trip. Garcia was determined
to see the Grand Canyon and excited to
practice her driving (she had only a
learner’s permit). The 1997 Silver Lining
Tour, as they came to call it, took them
through Montana, Wyoming, Colorado,
New Mexico, and Arizona. They were
supposed to conclude with a series of
stops along the West Coast. But about
halfway through the trip, they were speed-
ing north through Arizona’s Sedona Val-
ley when the journey came to a sudden
end. Garcia was driving, and Shaber was
writing in her journal. She started a sen-
tence but never finished it. The car veered
off the road. Garcia overcorrected, they
flipped over, and all went dark.

Shaber woke up in the hospital, hav-
ing suffered a severe concussion. Garcia,
who had been ejected from the car, never
awoke. She was in a coma for four days
before being pronounced dead. Devas-
tated, Shaber nevertheless found herself

back on the road within six weeks, com-
pleting what would have been the last half
of the tour. “Maribel’s death only made
me want it more,” she says. “If life is that
precious, then you’d better fill it with as
much as possible before it’s gone.” But
now she had another song, one she had
written in the weeks after the accident: 

Now I believe in rain and sunshine
and gravity

That’s what took you from me
Shaber put “Rain

and Sunshine” on her
second album, then
recorded it again (backed
by a quartet from the
Atlanta Symphony Orch-
estra) for Eighty Num-
bered Streets, an album
produced by Grammy-
nominated singer Shawn
Mullins. On tour she
played the song con-
stantly, only rarely reveal-
ing the tale behind the
lyrics. “Writing songs
isn’t therapy for me,”
says Shaber, who has
been compared to the
likes of Alannis Moris-
sette and Joni Mitchell.
“But it’s definitely a way
to process things, to
examine them from all

possible angles, and to share pieces of your
life with people.”

Then, last year, she found a way to
share a piece of Maribel with the world.
With the help of another of Garcia’s
friends, graphic artist Amy Melnikoff
Rosenberg ’95, Shaber set up the Maribel
Garcia Community Spirit Award, which
offers a modest check to a Cornellian
who makes “remarkable contributions to
the spirit of humanity.” In April, the inau-
gural winner—Ding Kong ’08, who
works with low-income children in Ithaca
as a tutor and nutritional counselor—was
honored during Shaber’s “Concert for
Maribel” at Anabel Taylor Hall. The
award fits, says Rosenberg, because
“Maribel somehow made more hours in
the day to fit the priority of doing public
service, to make time for the world
beyond Cornell.” 

So now after she plays “Rain and
Sunshine,” Shaber tells her audience
about Maribel and the fund, pointing out
the fliers on a table next to her merchan-
dise. And Shaber’s fans hand her a few
extra dollars and listen, with a whole new
understanding of the song.

And now if roses cast their spell
I sense you there, Maribel . . .

— Brad Herzog ’90

‘Everything
about Maribel
seemed exotic
yet totally
down-to-earth.
She was plain
yet beautiful,
extremely cool
yet totally
dorky.’
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understand, the Clinton White House was
the opposite—they leaked like a sieve.

CAM: Is it a drag to always have to look
good for the camera?
KS: I joke about it with the print reporters.
I was on the road with Anne Kornblut
from the Washington Post, and one day
she wore jeans. I said, “God I wish I could
show up in jeans!” I can’t, because it might
be caught on national television. 

CAM: Any tips for coiffing yourself on the
campaign trail?

KS: Velcro rollers. I’m not kidding. That’s
the secret to my hair. And I travel with
lots of travel-size vials of products
because my hair’s really intransigent. A
lot of times, I’ll show up at the first call
of the day with no make-up on just to
get fifteen minutes extra sleep. I know
that they always pad the time a bit, so
while everybody’s waiting around and
having coffee, I duck into the bath-
room and put on my make-up. 

CAM: What is life like covering
Hillary?

KS: It’s been really fun, really crazy. The woman, if
nothing else, has incredible stamina. I just came off the road
after eleven weeks with two days off. I’ve been coming home
on the weekends to anchor “Good Morning America,” going
straight back out on Sundays, and coming home on Friday
nights. 

CAM: Do your kids ever go out on the road with you?
KS: They’re two and five, so they don’t go on the road, but
sometimes they’ll meet me. My son has been to Crawford,
Texas, where Bush’s ranch is, and to Manchester, New Hamp-
shire, during the primaries. It’s crazy. But any time with them is
good time. 

CAM: What’s Hillary Clinton like?
KS: She’s actually a lovely person. All politics aside, she’s inter-
esting and thoughtful. I think most people who meet her are
surprised at how friendly she is. There’s no air of pretension,
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Cornell Alumni Magazine: Does cover-
ing a presidential campaign for ABC
News have anything in common with
reporting for WVBR? 
Kate Snow: Absolutely. The job skills
are the same: the ability to go out and
talk to people, gather information, lis-
ten well, and put it all together. Those
are essential tools for a journalist, and
they don’t change whether it’s Ithaca
Common Council or Senator Clinton
running for president. 

CAM: When you anchor the week-
end “Good Morning America,” how
early to do you have to get up?
KS: Three a.m. I usually go to bed at
nine, if I can. 

CAM: TV news gets a lot of grief
for being sensational. Are you still
idealistic about the medium?
KS: Yeah, I am. On “Good Morning
America” on the weekends, we try
very hard to break that model. I’m
not saying we don’t do Britney sto-
ries—we have done them, and we
will again. But last weekend we did a
story about the little girl who was in the
Hillary Clinton “three a.m. phone call” ad, who turns out to be
all grown up, and she’s an Obama supporter. And we did a
piece the weekend before, where my co-anchor compared the
health-care plans of Obama and Clinton, in-depth. This week-
end, my co-anchor’s going to be in Iraq, and we’re doing entire
shows about the state of the war. 

CAM: The Bush Administration has a reputation for being
unwelcoming to the press. What was it like to cover the White
House?
KS: I wouldn’t call it hostile, I would call it controlled—very
controlled. They were very careful with information. And from
their point of view, that’s exactly how it should be. From a
reporter’s point of view, is it frustrating? Sure. It was hard to
get people to leak information, which is what a reporter
depends on. And the Bush Administration is famously, on all
levels, tight-lipped. But I don’t really blame them. From what I

Nose for News
ABC’s Kate Snow ’91 on trailing Hillary, covering the 

White House, and wrestling with her ‘intransigent’ hair

ANDY FRIEDMAN

030-041CAMMJ08currents  4/17/08  2:29 PM  Page 38



May / June 2008    39

she’s relaxed, she’s got a sense of humor, she’s engaging. Her campaign is constantly
trying to sell that about her, and I don’t think it’s made up. 

CAM: Some bloggers complain that you’re too soft on her. 
KS: I used to get criticism that I was too friendly to the Bush Administration, so I’ve
taken it from both sides. My job is to present the news in context, in a way that’s not
judgmental, that allows viewers to make up their own minds. 

CAM: How long until the Democratic nomination is decided?
KS: I thought we were going to be done with Ohio and Texas—that if Senator Clin-
ton lost Texas and just barely won Ohio, she’d have a hard time resisting calls from
fellow Democrats to step aside. But that didn’t happen, so now we’re in a whole new
world. It could go through Puerto Rico in June, or all the way to the convention in
August. I wish I knew, because then I could plan my life.

— Beth Saulnier

Then & Now
A picture perfect ending to a Cornellian tale

By the time he was seven, Scott Silverstein ’08 knew the words to the Alma Mater; fifteen
years later, he plays the song twice a week on the Cornell Chimes. When Silverstein gradu-
ates this month with a BS in civil and environmental engineering, he’ll earn his family’s
twelfth Cornell degree, following in the footsteps of his parents (David Silverstein ’68, JD
’73, and Leslie Roth Silverstein ’73) and two grandparents (Sidney Roth ’39 and Selma
Halpert Roth ’36), as well as uncles and cousins. “For a long time, I didn’t know it was
possible to go anywhere else,” says Silverstein, a member of the varsity heavyweight crew
and a devoted hockey fan. “Everyone I ever knew went to Cornell.” 

Although Silverstein considered other schools before applying early decision, there was
an air of inevitability about his college choice—as CAM noted in its Reunion ’93 coverage,
when it ran a photo of him (inset) holding handwritten lyrics to the Alma Mater over the
caption, “Is there any doubt where this boy is headed?” He’d started attending reunions in
1988, at age two; the ’93 photo was snapped while his parents were registering in the lobby
of Donlon Hall. “The photographer thought he was so cute,” Leslie Silverstein says. “He had
the reunion button on, and of course when you’re that young, the button looks giant.”

As head chimesmaster, Silverstein does several concerts a week, playing special tunes
for his parents whenever they visit. (Among their favorites: Vivaldi’s “Four Seasons.”) As a
member of the Class of ’08, he’ll graduate forty years after his father and thirty-five years
after his mother, putting all three on the same reunion cycle. 

— Bekah Grant ’08

© ARMONDO DELLASANTA
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events with Club-Procured Tickets
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around the world while traveling with
friends and family
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6 East 44th Street

New York, NY 10017
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G ligor Tashkovich has spent the past twenty
months trying to convince international firms
to set up shop in the Republic of Macedonia.
But he first has to overcome what he calls “the

education problem.” “You’ll say, ‘Macedonia,’ and they’ll say,
‘Mesopotamia?’” laughs Tashkovich ’87, MBA ’91, the coun-
try’s first-ever minister for foreign investment. “Or they’ll go,
‘Montenegro?’ Or, ‘Isn’t that a section of Greece?’ ”

Actually, as Tashkovich politely points out, Macedonia is on
southeastern Europe’s Balkan peninsula, neighboring Albania,
Bulgaria, Greece, and Serbia. One could forgive the ignorance
of potential investors. The Republic has been around only since
1991, when it gained independence from the former Yugoslavia.
Since then, Macedonia has struggled for an economic footing.
But Tashkovich is modeling his efforts on another micro-nation
that has become an economic powerhouse. “The vision that I
have for Macedonia,” he says, “is to become the Singapore of
Europe.” 

Tashkovich may seem an odd choice for the sixth-highest
position in Macedonia’s government. Born in America, he grew
up in Pound Ridge, New York, and his mother, Stefanie Lipsit
Tashkovich ’59, MEd ’64, is from the Bronx. Although his father,
Vuko Gligor Tashkovich ’62, BArch ’65, was born in Macedo-
nia (the couple met at Cornell), Gligor never learned the lan-
guage. On each of three childhood trips to Macedonia, he got
sick from contaminated water. “I couldn’t relate to anything,”
Tashkovich remembers. “We went because my father is from

there, but it meant nothing to me.”
Home to Alexander the Great in

the fourth century BC, Macedonia
has an ethnically diverse population
of two million, 25 percent of which is
Albanian. The country boasts some of
the world’s best-preserved Byzantine
frescos and medieval monasteries and
one of its oldest lakes. Thanks to a
lush landscape and hot, dry summers,
Macedonia had been the breadbasket
of Yugoslavia, supporting some 22
million people. 

Nonetheless, it was Yugoslavia’s
poorest region, landlocked and small.
And the nation’s breakup cost Mace-
donia its main market and blocked its
trade routes, says government profes-
sor Valerie Bunce. “The economy was
further depressed by the United
Nations’ embargo against Serbia dur-

ing the war in Bosnia-Herzegovina, the costs of the NATO bomb-
ing in 1999, and the association with a part of the world that was
widely viewed as too unstable for investment.” Now 36 percent
of Macedonians are unemployed, and a high trade deficit makes
the economy vulnerable to external forces. Corruption is still a
long-standing problem. And it doesn’t help Tashkovich’s cause

Econ 101
Can a Cornell MBA lead a Macedonian revolution?

Gligor
Tashkovich ’87

‘The vision that
I have for
Macedonia is 
to become the
Singapore of
Europe,’ says
the nation’s
first minister
for foreign
investment.
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that there’s no word for “public relations”
in Macedonian. 

But, Tashkovich says, there’s reason
for optimism. All over the world, he’s
delivered his pitch: Macedonia offers
investors a balanced budget, a rising gross
domestic product, a stable currency, and
low inflation. Most Macedonians under
the age of forty—about 70 percent of the
population—know some English. The
government has created incentives as well:
low taxes, tax-free economic zones, low
wages on par with China, and free trade
agreements with every European country,
a market of 650 million people. And the
regional situation has improved signifi-
cantly, Bunce says, thanks to the demo-
cratic turnaround in Serbia and the inte-
gration of Bulgaria and Romania into the
European Union—which Macedonia
hopes to join by 2012.

Tashkovich’s service to Macedonia is
a family tradition. His grandfather, for
whom he is named, was a senator and
leader of the Democratic Agrarian Party
from 1937 to 1946. His father, a success-
ful architect and builder,  headed a dias-
pora organization called the World Mace-
donian Congress and was asked by
Macedonia’s first president to return to
the country to promote capitalism and
democracy when it declared independ-
ence. “Then,” Tashkovich says, “Mom,
Dad, and I went back in March of 1992
to look around and see what things were
like.” To the newly minted MBA, it
looked like opportunity. The president
appointed him Economic Development
Representative, and over the next several
years he represented Macedonia at
regional peace talks and international
trade conferences. Speaking mostly Eng-
lish—he has only a “bare-bones” under-
standing of Macedonian—he negotiated
the country’s first contract with AT&T,
was the exclusive importer of Time mag-
azine’s international edition, and opened
Macedonia’s first Western Union.

Named minister by a new administra-
tion in August 2006, he’s been working
twelve-hour days, seven days a week, ever
since. By last summer he had met with
600 companies. Of those, thirty had
signed up, including a Slovenian pharma-
ceutical firm that plans to open a regional
distribution center and a Croatian manu-
facturer committed to building a factory
for LCD TVs and computer components.
Calling his country’s business-friendly attrib-
utes “unbeatable,” he compares his job to
a class he took at Cornell. “It was called
Government 313: Urban Affairs Lab, where
we got to run a city,” he says. “Except
now we’re doing it for a whole country.”

— Susan Kelley 

Kimball
Real Estate

Est. 1948

Sales 607-257-0313 Rentals

Cayuga Heights
186 Pleasant Grove Road

Ithaca, NY 14850
Mike Kimball ’67
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‘Any
Person...’ 
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This, of course, did not please everyone. Most disdainful of Cornell were
those who had a stake in the older models: many of the presidents, deans,
faculty, and alumni of the older schools, as well as nearby ministers.

But the creation of Cornell positively thrilled others.
In 1865, when Andrew Dickson White wrote the Cornell charter, rather

than using the word male or even student, he used the word person. White
wanted to link the new university to the New York public school system, to
be a place to which its graduates would aspire, and who would teach in the
state’s public and private schools after graduation. One of Ezra Cornell’s pri-
mary concerns was that the new university be open
to boys of limited economic background—much like
his own had been—who would not have aspired to
a university education, never before having had a
place that would consider them.

The word person suited both of the University’s
founders. And while some scoffed, many people
responded enthusiastically to this broad invitation. Luckily for us, the letters
of advice and those of inquiry that came to Cornell and White are available
in the University’s remarkable archival collection. In them, we can hear the
voices of the applicants as they made their appeals to the University during
its earliest years.

“Could I enter Cornell?” asked one young man. He explained that by
the time the University opened—in a brief two months—he would have
learned both math and spelling. Others wrote asking whether remedial les-
sons would be available; quickly the University added the phrase “academ-
ically qualified” to its admission requirements.

“Could I work my way through?” asked a young man, having no money
to pay the tuition of twenty dollars. Others explained that they would have
to work for their room and board, were they to come study in Ithaca. One
applicant asked about possible admission “for a man minus a right arm (left

ornell began as a stunningly radical
place: a force for the democratiza-
tion of higher education in the
United States. The new university
exiled pedantry and opened its aca-

demic doors to a wide array of students, setting itself
against mid-nineteenth century eastern universities
that served middle-class, elite, white Protestant
males—and few of them, at that. Cornell University
aided in the development of the modern research
institution that we take for granted today.

By Carol
Kammen

Why Ezra and
Andrew’s word
choice was no 
accident

Carol Kammen, the Tompkins County historian, taught Cornell students about the 
history of their university for more than twenty years and is the author of Cornell: 
Glorious to View and First-Person Cornell. This essay was adapted from a talk she
gave at the 2008 Mid-Winter Meeting of the Cornell Association of Class Officers.
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on the battlefield); the other,” he wrote, surely without intend-
ing a pun, was “handy.” And what “facilities might there be for
a married man, a machinist by trade”? Might he come to study?
Willard Fiske warned White that every day some “skilled black-
smith, tanner, or brewer calls on me—desirous of entering the
University.” He described one applicant as a “brawny fellow”—
not the usual description of a scholar—interested in exchanging
the forge for study. Fiske cautioned White that he should be pre-
pared for several “deputations from the trades.”

Might foreign students apply, asked a man in England on
behalf of his son. The charter said there was to be “no bar con-
cerning place of origin,” and in the University’s first twenty years,
125 foreign students received Cornell degrees and many others
came to study for a year or two without graduating. They came
from a wide range of countries: most from Canada, but others
from Brazil, Japan, Russia, Serbia, Turkey, Bulgaria, and Cuba.
In Ezra Cornell’s 1870 diary, he notes that there were students
at the University from Texas, Tennessee, Sweden, Hungary, and
Japan—all far from Ithaca, all evidence that the University’s mis-
sion was attractive to many.

Did person mean “slightly colored,” asked a man from
Bermuda who wrote on behalf of a young man desirous of gain-
ing a professional education. From Ohio a man wrote on behalf
of a “bright colored lad.” Could he attend the University? “Send
him,” wrote Ezra Cornell. There was no racial bar at Cornell,
and the application and registration forms never asked about
race. The only qualification was always academic preparation.
Cornell graduated its first African American students in 1890;
there were others at the University earlier who did not take
degrees—a common pattern for many students at a time when a
college degree was not required for entrance to professional
schools or most careers.

In 1874—the last year of Ezra Cornell’s life—members of the
New York State Senate raised questions about the University’s
policies, calling  Cornell and White to Albany to testify. Over the
course of the week, the senators asked about all aspects of the
new institution. One exchange concerning the plan to invite dif-
ferent preachers to speak at Sage Chapel went like this:

Senator: Let me understand what you mean by various: do
you mean from all denominations?

White: From all denominations, yes.
Senator: From all religious denominations?
White: From all religious denominations.
Senator: Each man to be at liberty to conduct the services

according to his own method?
White: Yes.
Senator: Would you include in that, I suppose Jews, as well

as Christians?
White’s response is important, for there were many colleges that

refused entry to Jews, and others that restricted their numbers. He
said: “That would certainly be in accordance with the spirit of our
charter. We have several Jewish students in our institution and
among them some of our best students, and I would never sanction
anything which would infringe on their privileges, deprive them of
their rights, or tend to degrade them in any manner.”

And what about women? In 1848 Elizabeth Cady Stanton
had written in the “Declaration of Sentiments” that men in the
United States had denied “all faculties of obtaining a thorough
college education, all colleges being closed to her.” While Stan-
ton was right about schools in the East, Oberlin College in Ohio
had admitted women soon after its founding in 1833, although
they received a certificate at the end of their studies rather than
a degree.

Cornell and White believed, for somewhat different reasons,
in equality of opportunity for females. At first White thought

Ezra Cornell

DIVISION OF RARE AND MANUSCRIPT COLLECTIONS / CARL A. KROCH LIBRARY / CORNELL
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that abridgments of classical works would be suffi-
cient for women, but the Rev. Samuel May of Syra-
cuse quickly set him straight. Mr. Cornell thought
that women needed to learn industry in a factory set-
ting, perhaps overseen by Mrs. Cornell. White soon
set him straight.

any people wrote to urge
the founders to admit
women, including Susan
B. Anthony and Matilda
Joslyn Gage, advocates for
reform; Maria Mitchell,

the astronomer; and Lyman Fowler, the phrenolo-
gist. Ezra Cornell hoped to see 1,000 women at the
University—a staggering number of female students to con-
template at the time. White believed that women would have
a civilizing influence on the young men and welcomed them as
students. There were those, however, who opposed women’s
education, especially the education of women alongside men.
Coeducation would make women more masculine, worried
some, rendering them “unsubmissive” and therefore unmar-
riageable. Catherine Beecher warned of the dangers of “spoon-
ing” and immoral contact. 

Dr. Edward Clarke of Harvard Medical School wrote a
book, published in 1872, entitled Sex in Education, in which he
made the argument that study, like all strenuous activities,
required an increased flow of blood to the area on which there
was stress, and were women to engage in intellectual pursuits
their blood would flow to the brain, thereby shrinking the uterus.
“It would stop the population,” Clarke and his supporters pro-
claimed. Other worries concerning coeducation had to do with
the damaging effect on men if women students were to do bet-
ter than they did.

But the women for whom the word person opened long-
closed doors were thrilled. Two female teachers from Sherwood,
New York, wrote that they were “gratified to know your insti-
tution, so noble, and possessing advantages so great, is open to
women.” Boldly, they announced, “We wish to enter.”

In a series of letters directed to President White, one corre-
spondent poured out her feelings. “If you were a woman and
had been disgusted, mortified, and exasperated as I have been,”
she wrote, “by the talk of educated men about our capacity—or
incapacity, rather—I might make you understand the satisfac-
tion, gratitude, and delight with which I read your report on
coeducation.”

And a father from Cambridge, Massachusetts, wrote to Pres-
ident White to thank him for his “kind letter” considering his
daughter’s request to become a student at Cornell. He noted that
White’s response came in contrast to the “insulting coolness with
which [Harvard President Charles William] Elliot treated her
application.” Mary Holman Ladd graduated from Cornell in
1875 with an AB and in 1878 with a master’s degree.

Cornell University welcomed any academically qualified per-
son because it was the right thing to do, at a time when oppor-
tunity was limited to the astounding standard of being white,
male, Protestant, and able to afford college. Women’s colleges
associated with some of our great eastern universities opened
only around the turn of the twentieth century, and equal admis-
sion for women came only in the late Nineteen Sixties and Sev-
enties when male-only colleges bent to massive societal changes,
Civil Rights legislation, and the requirements of Title IX—one
hundred years after Cornell had set its course.

At Cornell from the very start, person has meant Ezra Cor-
nell’s “poor boys,” foreign students, and African Americans. It
has meant state scholars and those from all economic back-
grounds. It has meant students of all races and both genders, and
those of any, and even of no, religious affiliation. Living up to
this ideal has not always been easy, but this is a legacy worth
knowing about. It is what made Cornell University unique from
the very beginning. c

M
From Ohio, a man wrote on behalf of

a ‘bright colored lad.’ Could he attend

the University? ‘Send him,’ wrote

Ezra Cornell. There was no racial bar

at Cornell, and the application and

registration forms never asked about

race. The only qualification was

always academic preparation.

Andrew Dickson White
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Big Red wins both Ivy
basketball titles

t had never happened. Cornell had never cap-
tured both the men’s and women’s Ivy League
basketball championships in the same year. In
fact, the men had won the title only once, twenty
years ago, and the women had never won it.

Yet there was men’s head coach Steve Donahue, cutting down the net
in Newman Arena after the Big Red defeated Harvard 86-53 on March
1 to complete a perfect Ivy season and clinch a spot in the NCAA Tour-
nament. Then, fifteen days later, women’s head coach Dayna
Smith repeated the net-cutting ritual after her team dismantled
Dartmouth 64-47 to earn its own trip to the Big Dance.

For both squads, the road to the championship was far from
easy. After a promising 4-1 start, the men suffered three straight
losses to Colgate, Bucknell, and Syracuse. But, says Donahue,
those defeats became the turning point for his players. “We were
scoring a lot but weren’t guarding,” he explains. “We were kind
of searching for ourselves—but from then on, we realized that we were
going to have to get tough on defense.”

The Big Red won their next three games, and then, on January 6,
faced the Duke Blue Devils in Durham, North Carolina, in a nationally
televised contest. They lost 81-67, but their strong effort against a peren-
nial powerhouse would prove to be the men’s last loss of the regular sea-
son. In an unprecedented feat for a Cornell team, they then ran off six-
teen straight victories, including all of their Ivy games. “To go 14-0 in the
league was never in my wildest dreams,” says Donahue. Noting that his
roster included only one senior—forward/center Jason Hartford—the
coach says that “to think this young group could be so consistent over the
whole season is amazing.”

The women began their campaign with a tough loss to Long Island
University, falling 55-53 on a last-second shot. But they quickly bounced
back, running their record to 3-2 before a challenging contest against the
Bowling Green Falcons on December 1. A rally late in the first half pro-
duced a 33-33 tie at the midway point, but the Falcons went on to win
the game 70-54. For Coach Smith, though, the team’s performance was
encouraging. “Bowling Green went to the Sweet Sixteen last year and just
had a terrific team,” she says. “But the way we clicked
and were able to tie it halfway through the game made
me think, You know, this could grow into something
special.”

And so it did. The Big Red rolled through the start
of the Ivy League season, going 9-1 and earning a
chance to clinch at least a share of the Ivy title with a
win over either Harvard on February 29 or Dartmouth
the next night. Yet they failed to capitalize, losing both

By Nick
Corasaniti

I

To the victors: After the Cornell men 
defeated Harvard to clinch a trip to the
NCAA tournament (above), head coach
Steve Donahue cut down the net in 
Newman Arena. Fifteen days later,
women’s head coach Dayna Smith did 
the honors for her team after a win over
Dartmouth.
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games and dropping into second place with only one weekend to play.
The Cornell women came out strong in their last two regular-season games, down-

ing Penn 73-58 and Princeton 76-59. But they would need some help to win the title—
and Yale obliged, defeating Harvard to produce a three-way tie among Cornell, Dart-
mouth, and Harvard for the Ivy championship. A playoff would determine the league’s
representative in the NCAA Tournament. Cornell drew a bye and watched as Dart-
mouth beat Harvard in the first game. Then, on March 16, the Big Red women downed
their Big Green counterparts to win a spot in the tournament. “This is huge for our
program, for our school,” said Smith after the game. “With everything that the pro-
gram has had to go through and the years when we were struggling just to be compet-
itive, it’s very gratifying.”

For both teams, the bubble burst in the first round of the NCAA Tournament. The
men, a fourteenth seed, drew a difficult first-round opponent in Stanford, with its seven-

Comeback: Junior guard
Adam Gore bounced back
from an injury-shortened
sophomore season to
become one of the Big
Red’s most reliable scorers,
averaging 10.2 points per
game and shooting .929
from the free-throw line to
lead the Ivy League.
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In a season full of great performances by
Cornell basketball players, two were honored
as the finest in their league. Jeomi Maduka
’09 and Louis Dale ’10 each earned the Ivy
League Player of the Year award. Maduka is
the first player in the thirty-six-year history
of Big Red women’s basketball to be so
honored; Dale is the second for the men,
joining Ken Bantum ’85 from the 1984–85
team. The winner is determined by a vote
of the league’s coaches.

Maduka was the 2005–06 Ivy League Rookie of the
Year and a second-team All-Ivy selection for the past two
years. An outstanding forward, she led the Cornell women
in points with 14.1 per game, in rebounds with 7.6 per
game, and in steals, with 2.14 per game. She reached the
1,000-point career mark on March 8, making her the fifth
player in Big Red women’s basketball history to have
1,000 points, 500 rebounds, and 100 steals in her career.

And basketball may not even be Maduka’s best sport.
She is a standout in track and field and was named the
Most Outstanding Performer for the second year in a row
at the 2008 Indoor Heptagonal Championships while set-
ting school records in the long jump and triple jump. She
went on to earn All-American honors with an eighth-place
finish in the long jump at the NCAA Women’s Indoor Track
and Field championships—which took place the day before
the Big Red basketball team defeated Dartmouth to clinch
a spot in the NCAA Tournament.

Maduka takes it all in stride. “I wanted to be able to
play both sports, track and basketball, and commit myself
to both equally. I could do that at Cornell,” she says. “I
have been juggling the two for a while. It does get diffi-
cult when I don’t get to practice one as much as I’d like,
but I’m used to it.”

Dale, coming off an impressive freshman year that
included an All-Ivy honorable mention selection, started
all twenty-eight games at point guard for the Big Red and
led the league in assists, averaging 4.9 per game. He also
led the nation for most of the season in free-throw per-
centage, finishing at .897. (During one stretch, he sank
fifty-two consecutive free throws.) Dale ranked second
among the Big Red in scoring with 13.7 points per game
and in rebounding with 4.4 rebounds per game. 

Capping the honors, Maduka and Dale were both
named to the Associated Press honorable mention All-
American basketball team. Dale is the second Cornell man
ever so honored—Bantum was the first—and Maduka is
the first Cornell woman ever to receive this national
recognition.

Ivy League Players of
the Year

Jeomi Maduka

Louis Dale
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For the past twenty years, the only teams that
mattered in Ivy League men’s basketball were the
two P’s: Penn and Princeton. From 1989 to 2007,
they won all the championships. For the women,
it seemed that any team mattered except for Cor-
nell. So this dual-championship year poses an
interesting question: how did Cornell get great
players like Jeomi Maduka ’09 and Louis Dale
’10—both named Ivy League Player of the Year—
as well as a deadeye shooter like Ryan Wittman
’10, son of the head coach of the NBA’s Minnesota
Timberwolves?

For head coaches Steve Donahue and Dayna Smith, recruiting
their championship teams required a shift in both philosophy and
geography. Donahue says that he had to get out of what he calls
the “Northeast Corridor,” the traditional recruiting grounds for Ivy
athletics that includes anywhere north and east of Pennsylvania.
Instead, he looked to the Midwest—and beyond. “We wanted to
attack the Midwest because we felt kids from there would fit here
culturally and environmentally,” says Donahue. “These kids were
not recruited by the other Ivy League schools, but they were a
perfect fit for Cornell. We wanted to find players who could walk
onto this campus and be excited.”

Where Did Those Great Players Come From?

Dale, a five-foot-eleven guard from Birmingham, Alabama, says
he was won over by the friendliness of the coaches, staff, and
players. “And the campus is beautiful, so it just made my decision
a lot easier,” he adds. “I definitely wanted to go to a good aca-
demic school and get a good job after college.” Forward
Wittman—whose father, Randy, won a national championship play-
ing for Bobby Knight’s Indiana University team in 1981—echoes
Dale, saying, “I loved what Cornell had to offer, and the academics
were a big pull.” 

For the women, Smith says, “we haven’t had the winning tradi-
tion here to get the top Ivy recruits, so we had to think outside
the box. We looked to the Midwest and West, and even the world.
We have Moïna Snyder ’08 from France and Susie Doyle ’11 from
Ireland.”

Guard Lauren Benson ’10 came to Ithaca from Downers Grove,
Illinois. She says that something about Cornell clicked on her first
visit. “I felt really comfortable here,” she says. “And at an Ivy
League school, you can play Division I basketball and have an
awesome academic experience. It’s just a great opportunity.”
Senior Gretchen Gregg, a four-letter winner, says that Coach
Smith’s energy was another big plus. “And the positive reinforce-
ment that the coaches give here, working on individual skills and
bringing the players together as a team—they have done a
tremendous job at that.”

Perhaps the most unusual recruiting story comes from seven-
foot center Jeff Foote ’10, who grew up in nearby Lockwood, New
York. It begins with one of the low points in Big Red basketball
history, when Khaliq Gant ’08 suffered a serious neck injury in

Lauren BensonJeff Foote
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foot Lopez twins. Hounded by the best defense the team had seen all year,
Cornell shot only 30.5 percent and fell 77-53. The women got an even
tougher opponent, UConn—sporting a 32-1 record and seeded Number
One overall. The Cornell players could not keep up with the speedy
Huskies and lost 89-47.

The coaches would have preferred upset victories, but the Ivy League
championships were the real prize—and both squads should be strong
again next year. The women (20-9) will graduate just three players; the
men (22-6) only one. “We’re not even close to the team we can be,” says
Donahue. “I think we have a lot more improvement to make.”

So next year maybe those tents that spring up the night before hockey
tickets go on sale will show up a few days earlier, when the basketball
tickets hit the box office. In any case, the Cornell basketball program
made history this year—and that can only bode well for the future. 

CAM intern Nick Corasaniti is a senior at Ithaca College and an 
aspiring journalist who has interned for Bill Moyers and written 
for a number of publications.

c

practice on January 24, 2006. He was
transported to Arnot Ogden Medical Center
in Elmira, where head nurse Wanda Foote
looked after him in the ICU. The Cornell
players and coaches visited Gant almost
every day, and Wanda Foote was so
impressed by their compassion and unity
that she told her son about it.

At the time, Jeff Foote was at St.
Bonaventure and unhappy about his
prospects—so his mother suggested that
he think about transferring to Cornell. After
talking with assistant coach Zach Spiker, he
decided that Cornell’s basketball program
was a better fit for his abilities. Foote
enrolled last year but had to sit out a sea-
son due to NCAA regulations. “That was
frustrating because I wanted to get out
there and play,” he says, “but it was a good
way for me to get a feel for everything. I
was excited to be part of the program.”

Success tends to breed success, and
both head coaches hope that this year’s
championships will help to bring more
strong players to the Hill. “Seeing us play-
ing at this level should attract recruits who
can take us even further,” says Smith.
“That’s what we’re looking for.”

Ryan Wittman
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This old house: Two
and a half years after
Katrina, many homes
in the Lower Ninth
Ward are still waiting
to be restored.

feel like I’m at a bus stop,” Deanna Misko tells her
dinner companions. “I’m so tired of being in this tran-
sitional state. I don’t want a handout. I just want to get
back home. I just want to get back to my life.”

It’s the Wednesday before Easter, and Misko is sitting in
a Cajun restaurant outside Biloxi, Mississippi, where tables
have been pushed together to accommodate nearly two dozen
people—thirteen Cornell students and their professor, several
other faculty and staff, and Misko and her seven-year-old
daughter, Delony. Plates are heaped with local delicacies like gumbo, po-boys, fried
okra, jalapeño hush puppies, and red beans and rice; the iced tea flows freely, poured
“sweet” or “unsweet” according to taste. While the little girl plays with her mother’s
cellphone and nibbles on deep-fried pickles, Misko describes life on the Gulf Coast
two and a half years after her D’Iberville neighborhood was nearly wiped off the
map by Hurricane Katrina. 

“People have kind of given up,” says Misko, a forty-one-year-old single mother
who worries that the FEMA trailer she and her daughter lived in for two years gave
off formaldehyde fumes that could affect their long-term health. “People from out
of state say they can spot a Katrina survivor, because we’re like zombies. We get to
an intersection with a four-way stop and we don’t know who stopped first, we’re
just so out of it.” Although her roots in the community run deep, she’s thinking of

By Beth
Saulnier

Photographs by Robert Barker / University Photography

“I

Cornell planners have spent
thousands of hours helping to
rebuild New Orleans’s Ninth
Ward—and make the devastated
neighborhood more livable than
it was before Hurricane Katrina

High 
&Dry
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tion has gotten so much press in the years since Katrina. 
So on this Wednesday, he and graduate student Doug Swarts

drove rented minivans east from New Orleans. They stopped in
the hamlet of Pearlington, Mississippi, which Katrina had
slammed with 135-mile-per-hour winds and tidal surges up to
twenty-five feet high; where the Pearlington post office once
stood, they got a tour of a Presbyterian disaster relief village, a
camp of blue-and-white semi-permanent structures where vol-
unteers stay for weeklong stints to help the town rebuild. On the
coastal road to Biloxi, they took pictures of a tent church whose
sign declares, “Katrina was big, but God is bigger.” (Later, Frantz
tells his passengers that some locals watched them and muttered
the word “tourists,” and not in a nice way.) As their van pulled

moving. “All this ugliness is disheartening and depressing,” she
says. “I want to go someplace that’s pretty and clean.”

A former Biloxi police officer, Misko spent two years in a
paid job coordinating the scores of volunteers who offered help
after the hurricane. That’s how she met George Frantz ’80, MRP
’91, a visiting lecturer and practicing city planner who came to
the Gulf Coast in January 2006 as part of a Cornell Catholic
group. He’s been back to the area half a dozen times, the latest
being the spring break trip that’s part of a course he’s teaching
in the Department of City and Regional Planning. The four-credit
field workshop is called Imagining a Sustainable Ninth Ward,
but Frantz wants his students to see a wider picture beyond the
historically poor New Orleans neighborhood whose near destruc-
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into Biloxi, they noticed how shiny and whole the casinos seemed
compared with most everything around them. At dinner with
Misko, the subject of the casinos—specifically, her belief that, as
far as the local government is concerned, Katrina conveniently
cleared poor families off land coveted by the gaming industry—
comes up more than once. “The ones that care are people like
y’all,” she tells the visitors from Ithaca. “The people that run this
state—I don’t see it from them.”

By now, it has become a familiar story—the sad fact that,
two and a half years since a category-five hurricane devastated
the coasts of Louisiana and Mississippi in late August  2005,
many communities have barely begun to recover. Misko talks
about how Gulf Coast residents like herself are “hurt and
insulted” at how the region has been ignored compared to New
Orleans. But even the famed Big Easy, the focus of so much vol-
unteer labor and star wattage, has hardly bounced back. “Big

Disaster area: An aptly named street in the Ninth Ward (above left). Left: Professor George Frantz
leads planning students on a tour of hurricane-damaged neighborhoods. Above: Classmates Justin
Queirolo, Kendra Chatburn, Hannah Engel-Rebitzer, Fernando Montejo, and Sandra Villatoro create 
color-coded maps denoting the condition of homes in the ward.
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Plans Are Slow to Bear Fruit in New Orleans,” announced a
New York Times headline shortly after the Cornellians got back
to campus. Throughout their visit, local officials had referred to
the city’s current population as roughly two-thirds of pre-storm
levels; the Times story noted that the latest census figures, at
239,000, actually put it at just over half. 

While the French Quarter’s Bourbon Street is rife with tipsy
spring breakers, and tourists flock to Café du Monde for café au
lait and beignets, other parts of the city remain ghostlike: shuttered

stores, abandoned houses, fenced-off municipal buildings, vacant
lots. Frantz compares New Orleans immediately post-Katrina to
the cities of Germany after World War II. “After the bombing
stopped, the economy was shot,” he says. “Much of the popula-
tion was displaced. Services were shattered. Businesses were strug-
gling because there were no customers and no workers.” Katrina,
he says, “exposed the incredible weakness of the New Orleans
economy.” At a meeting Wednesday morning, a leader of the non-
profit Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now
(ACORN) gave the students an unvarnished view of the status of
the Ninth Ward, the focus of Cornell’s planning efforts. “It’s a mis-
erable situation,” said Wade Rathke, chief organizer for ACORN,
which is headquartered in New Orleans. “We take the long view.
I think ten years from now, we’ll see a vibrant community there.
But three years? I don’t know. It takes a long time. The recovery
is just glacial. It has been very, very slow.”

ornell has been involved with the Ninth
Ward rebuilding effort practically from
the beginning. Within weeks of the
storm—with some in the city calling for
much of the neighborhood to be leveled
and turned into a park—ACORN con-

tacted the planning department for help. “The
Ninth Ward wasn’t a great place to live—it had
poor schools and poor transportation—but for
many African Americans, it was home,” says
Richard Hayes, PhD ’77, ACORN’s director of
strategic projects. “Multiple generations of fami-
lies lived next door to one another or down the
street. Not to rebuild it was to evict a lot of peo-
ple from the only place they could live.” The Uni-
versity responded by scrambling to offer a two-
credit course in the second half of fall semester
2005, giving three dozen undergrads and grad stu-
dents a basic grounding in the issues facing the
region. Students raised more than $20,000 to fund
weekend trips to gut the sodden contents and inte-
rior walls of flooded houses, vital to staving off
mold and further decay. Cornell helped fund the
region’s first recovery planning conference, held in
Baton Rouge, and in the spring of 2006 the University offered
four courses to address issues identified by neighborhood lead-
ers—from alternative stormwater management techniques and

methods for assessing wind and water damage to priorities for
restoring municipal services after a disaster. That March, what
was supposed to be a small community meeting drew 150 peo-
ple to discuss Cornell’s ideas. “They were enthusiastic about the
work,” recalls planning professor and former department chair
Ken Reardon, PhD ’90, “so the students got totally torqued and
produced some marvelous final projects.” 

ACORN and the Architecture college each contributed
$35,000 to support summer internships to continue the work,

and the students tackled such complex
questions as how to assess the value of
buildings in depressed areas with few
sales to offer comparisons. At ACORN’s
invitation, Cornell submitted a proposal
to the city to become the official plan-
ners for rebuilding New Orleans’s most
imperiled neighborhood. “There were
sixty-eight private firms—leading archi-
tectural, planning, and engineering
firms from around the world,” Reardon

says. “The only nonprofit submission was the ACORN Hous-
ing/University Collaborative plan by our students, and they
were selected.” 

With a huge job on their hands—about six months to con-
duct a comprehensive review of the ward’s physical, economic,
and social conditions; formulate a vision for the future; and
devise ways to implement it—they recruited faculty and students
from Columbia and the University of Illinois, Urbana-Cham-
paign, to join the team. Reardon estimates they devoted some
80,000 hours to the effort; in the weeks leading up to the plan’s
unveiling in January 2007, he says, the editing staff alone worked
eighteen hours a day for two straight weeks. The work paid off:
their vision, which would come to be known as the People’s Plan,
was ultimately incorporated into the city’s master plan and
enacted by the New Orleans government; it is now local law. By
working the phones and hitting the pavement, the students
helped prove that the Ninth Ward was worth saving. “Our plan
contains irrefutable data that challenged previous reports that
described the ward as being too far gone to merit reinvestment,”
Reardon says. “It showed that the physical structures were in
much better shape than had been previously reported. A much
higher percentage of residents had returned, the overwhelming
majority of them were in the process of rehabbing their homes—
not to sell, but to re-occupy—and each returning family was in

touch with relatives who
wanted to do the same but had
concerns about public health,
education, and employment
prospects.”

The plan itself, Reardon
says, stood out because of its
level of detail, the extent to
which residents were consulted
in its formulation, and its
emphasis on making the ward
a better place to live than it had
been pre-Katrina. “The other
consultants mostly focused on
getting the chairs back in the
living room and getting the bus
to run down Main Street the
way it used to,” he says. “In

the Ninth Ward, that wasn’t going to provide the quality of life
that we expect American citizens to have. The ward had been
neglected for decades by the city administration, state and fed-

C

‘I think ten years from now, we’ll 
see a vibrant community there. 
But it takes a long time. The 
recovery is just glacial.’
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Professor George Frantz is driving a rented minivan
through the streets of greater New Orleans, past bill-
boards offering cash for gutted houses and tacked-up
signs touting handyman services, when his passengers
urge him to make a U-turn. The three planning stu-
dents—sophomores Kendra Chatburn and Dina Burkit-
bayeva and graduate student Na Jia—have spotted a lot
selling prefabricated homes to replace houses damaged
by Hurricane Katrina, and they want a closer look. 

Frantz pulls into the parking lot, where a banner
declares that a three-bedroom, two-bath, 1,320-square-
foot model is available for $139,900. A genial salesman
comes jogging out of the Waffle House next door, will-
ing to interrupt his breakfast to give the Cornellians a
tour. “It’s not so bad,” Chatburn says, sounding sur-
prised as she inspects the molding in the living room.
“They do cutesy little touches that make it a bit better.”
The salesman walks the group through each model—he
and Frantz warm to each other as they swap information
about the logistics of hauling a house on an eighteen-
wheeler at highway speeds—declaring that last year,
the lot had $5 million in sales. But when he learns that
Frantz and the young women are bound for the city’s
devastated Lower Ninth Ward, he’s clearly concerned.
“Stay where there’s people and lights,” he tells them,
though it’s barely ten in the morning. “Last week, a guy
got shot down there.”

Back in the van, as the students wait for Frantz to
rejoin them, they peer at the screen of a digital camera.
They scroll through snapshots of Brad Pitt, whom they’d
seen (along with Bill Clinton) at a volunteer cleanup
near the site of the industrial levee break earlier in the
week. In person, the movie star didn’t live up to his on-
screen hunkiness. “He looked skinny and pale,” Chatburn
laments, adding that Clinton didn’t look particularly
good either. Frantz pulls out of the parking lot and they
head toward the Ninth Ward, passing a team of spring
break volunteers, clad in matching T-shirts, dabbing
black paint on a wrought-iron fence. Farther down the
road, they drive past the temporary headquarters of St.
Bernard Parish, a community just over the New Orleans
city line. “Even the local governments are still operating
out of trailers,” Frantz observes.

When they get to the Ninth Ward, the students
unfold photocopied maps; they hope to complete the
project they started two days before, cataloguing roughly
1,500 properties in a sixty-block radius for the nonprofit
group that recruited Cornell to help with the ward’s

A minivan tour through
the Lower Ninth Ward

restoration. “We’re giving them a snapshot of the current
situation,” Frantz says, “and identifying vacant lots they
could build on.” He wonders aloud whether the van will
be stopped by the Louisiana National Guard, which is
still patrolling the neighborhood; it happened a couple
of days earlier, though once he explained what the Cor-
nell team was doing, the soldiers were perfectly friendly.

As the minivan crawls past the houses—most of
them humble, rundown wooden structures on small, nar-
row lots—Frantz and the students debate how each
should be labeled. Occupied? In the process of being
restored? Simply maintained? Abandoned? Nearly all the
homes have been gutted, but they look for other signs.
Is the door ajar, or has it been secured? Is there a new
roof? Is the lawn mowed? “That to us is an indication
that somebody is coming back,” Frantz explains. Most of
the houses still display the spray-painted crosshatch
marks made in the weeks after the hurricane, coded to
indicate when it was inspected and whether any bodies
were found inside. A few alert the SPCA to dead or aban-

doned pets; one has a giant arrow pointing to a second-
story window and the words “1 DOG—YOUNG.” Some
houses bear names—whether of humans or animals, it’s
impossible to know—preceded by the letters “R.I.P.” 

Many of the vacant lots neighbor each other, form-
ing swaths of unruly greenery, and Frantz reminds his
passengers that some of the dilapidation and neglect
preceded Katrina; it can’t all be blamed on the storm.
“Pre-Katrina, it was a poor residential community, but
very cohesive,” he says. “It had its own identity and its
roots ran deep.” Although much of the neighborhood is
desolate, there are signs of life. A few houses are occu-
pied, and construction crews are working on dozens of
others. There’s the noise of hammering and in the dis-
tance what sounds oddly like the music-box tune of an
ice-cream truck. Outside a restored church, a small
crowd is dressed up for Holy Thursday services. A few
blocks away, the van passes a ramshackle white-and-
green house whose broken windows are open to the ele-
ments. But someone must care about the property: the
lawn has been mowed, so recently that the smell of
spring onions wafts down the street. The team marks it
“damaged, but maintained.”

Signs
of Life

Seeing is believing: Na Jia, a graduate student from
China, inspects the  damage in the Ninth Ward.
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and chronicle the state of its homes. (See sidebar.) A dozen Cor-
nellians spent a sweaty, muddy Thursday helping clear land for
a community garden in a heavily Vietnamese neighborhood in
New Orleans East, whose close cultural ties and intense loyalty
to the local Catholic church have led to a 95 percent return rate
and the restoration of many homes. “I’m happy to come here,
because things are happening,” says sophomore Fernando Mon-
tejo, standing outside the offices of the Vietnamese community
development corporation that has been active in the neighbor-
hood’s renaissance. 

n January, Montejo and classmates Kendra Chatburn ’10
and Thu Huong Nguyen ’10 accompanied Reardon to
New Orleans at their own expense, volunteering in the
ACORN offices, gutting houses, and meeting with non-
profit officials. They and other students were the driving
force behind the spring semester course, advocating—in

fact, agitating—for the Ninth Ward’s continued presence in the
curriculum. (Chatburn refers to it as “all the drama that I and my
fellow students started last semester.”) City and Regional Plan-
ning underwrote the spring break trip, which cost the students
$320 each toward their plane tickets; the department covered
their stay in a Garden District hostel, meals, and other expenses.
“We need to focus on public service as a means of education,
because it’s easy to have a disconnection between what you learn
in class and what you actually do,” Chatburn says. “When you
go on a trip like this, you’re able to think about the connection
between the theoretical and what’s happening in real time.” Two
weeks after their return, the students joined Reardon for a pres-
entation at Sage Chapel—“Faith in Action: The Lower Ninth
Ward’s Struggle for Justice in Post-Katrina New Orleans”—
describing the neighborhood’s plight, complete with jazz by Ithaca
musicians. “Planning is much more than design,” Montejo says.
“It provides a voice to people who don’t have one.” c

I

eral agencies, and even the nonprofit sector to a certain extent.
So merely putting it back the way it was on August 27 was going
to result in tens of thousands of people still living in challenging
conditions. Ours was not a restoration plan; it was about trans-
forming the neighborhood.”

But as anyone who visits New Orleans beyond the tourist
route of the French Quarter and the Garden District can attest,
the city’s rebuilding effort is a monumental undertaking. David
Lessinger, MRP ’07, who was among the early Cornell volun-
teers when he gutted houses as a grad student in planning, now
lives in the city’s Bywater area and works for Neighborhood
Housing Services through a fellowship sponsored by the Rocke-
feller Foundation. Although he relishes the city’s lively spirit and
myriad dining spots, he says that living there can be tough. “You
have to desensitize yourself a little bit,” he says. “You have to
get used to the fact that you’re going to be driving by vacant
houses and neighborhoods that are quieter than they should be,
because otherwise it wears you down. It’s too depressing. It’s def-
initely frustrating that we’re two years into the recovery and it’s
exceedingly slow.” And while many blame the federal govern-
ment—there’s a local expression, “FEMA brain,” which roughly
translates as “idiotic”—or cite New Orleans’s history of corrupt
and ineffective city administration, Reardon points out that a
revitalization project on this vast a scale is inherently a long-term
proposition. “In a city like New York, which has not suffered
that kind of horrific natural disaster, a major district develop-
ment takes seven to ten years from the time it’s conceived to
when you cut the ribbon,” he says. “I think everyone appreci-
ates that in a situation like New Orleans it could take a sub-
stantial period of time.”

For the Cornell team, the focus has shifted from big-picture
planning to the nuts-and-bolts of implementation. During their
spring break trip, ACORN asked them to look at the potential
for turning a condemned school property into a public park, and
enlisted Frantz and his students to tour the Lower Ninth Ward
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Cornellians in Business
Fine Art

Investment/Financial Services

Dishwashers

Real Estate

Restaurants for Sale
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Classifieds

SMART IS SEXY
Date fellow graduates and faculty of the Ivies,
Seven Sisters, MIT, Stanford, medical schools and
some others. More than 5,500 members. All ages.

THE RIGHT STUFF
800-988-5288  www.rightstuffdating.com

Inkwater Press seeks fiction, nonfiction, and poetry
for book publication, royalties. (503) 968-6777,
www.inkwaterpress.com

Personals
UpscaleMatch.com: For people who enjoy the finer things
in life.

Rentals
The Caribbean/Mexico/Central America

ST. JOHN—Elegant, 2 bedrooms, beach nearby, pool,
spectacular view. (508) 668-2078. http://rentalo.com/6595/
beautifullarimar.html.

HILLCREST GUEST HOUSE, St. John, US Virgin Islands.
(340)340) 776-6774 .hillcreststjohn.com.

PUERTO VALLARTA— Luxury estate accommodates 
6 to 20; views, privacy, staff, pool, 4 Jacuzzis; 
52-322-221-5018; info@casa-angela.com; www.
casa-angela.com.

Europe

PARIS 6th, LEFT BANK—Sunny, furnished 1 BR apt.
overlooking Seine. Also house in St. Barths—best view.
(212)212) 988-

PARIS, SW FRANCE, PROVENCE—Comfortable apart-
ments, homes, chateaux. www.FrenchHomeRentals.com;
fhr@earthlink.net; (503) 219-9190.

PROVENCE: DELIGHTFUL five bedrooms, facing Roman
theater. Pool, vineyard, Tuesday market. (860) 672-6607;
www.frenchfarmhouse.com.

2/2 FRENCH RIVIERA RENTAL—Antibes. Quiet modern apt.
Walk to beach and old town. www.frenchrivierarental.com.
(210)210) 488-

LONDON/CHELSEA—4-bed, 2.5-bath, beautifully fur-
nished, all amenities and conveniences. Sleeps 8. Close to
transportation, shops, restaurants. www.cozyvictorian.com.
(510)510) 530-8829; cwfoster@comcast

Real Estate
SAN MIGUEL DE ALLENDE, MEXICO—Elegant new
Colonial-style home for sale with 3 Master Bedrooms and
3.5 Baths, luxurious amenities, panoramic views. 15
minutes from center of town. ww.altamiradecanal.com.

OCALA, FL—Beautiful 3 bedroom/2 bath home over-
looking 7th green of gated golf course community.
Amenities galore! (865) 696-7437 or www.realtor.com/
realestate/ocala-fl-34482-1094091045/ or elspalding@
bellsouth.net.

GREAT SACANDAGA LAKE, NY—Historic lakeside five-
bedroom Adirondack lodge. Pool. Visit ouradirondack
home.com. Contact owner, Judy ’60 (514) 488-4852.

CENTRAL ADIRONDACKS: Peninsular property with near-
ly a mile of shoreline, classic timbered lodge,full boathouse
complete with historic guide boats, pristine privacy on 18-
plus acres. $3.9 million. (800) 237-4518. 

ARIZONA: Scottsdale, Paradise Valley & Carefree. Rox
Stewart, Princeton ’63, Russ Lyon Realty. (480) 502-7846;
E-E-mail: rstewart@russlyon.co

Travel/Tours
NEW ZEALAND—Personalized, flexible, guided travel
groups. Explore. Interact. Enjoy. (800) 206-8322.
www.BlackSheepTouring.co.nz.

Professional Services
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Advertise in Classifieds or Cornellians in Business
contact Alanna Downey, Advertising Representative
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Calling All Cornellians
Nominations sought for Vanneman Award

alma
matters

N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  C O R N E L L  A L U M N I  F E D E R A T I O N

www.alumni.cornell.edu

The Cornell Association of Class
Officers (CACO) is seeking
nominations for one of its

most prestigious honors, the William
“Bill” Vanneman ’31 Outstanding
Class Leader Award for 2009.

The award recognizes class officers
who have provided long-term exem-
plary service to the University and to
their individual classes. CACO created
the award in 2005 to honor Bill, who
has served his class tirelessly for more
than seventy-five years and continues
to actively volunteer today. The honor
is presented annually at CACO’s Mid-
Winter Meeting, in February.

One of Cornell’s strengths is the
commitment of its alumni, many of
whom continue to serve the Universi-
ty for decades after graduation. They
include class officers—1,736 men and
women who organize reunions, create
scholarship funds, plan regional ac-
tivities, and otherwise keep class-
mates connected with each other and
with Cornell.

All Cornellians are invited to nom-
inate officers who have worked actively
for a sustained period on behalf of their
graduating classes. Current and past
officers are eligible for the Vanneman
Award after they have celebrated their
40th Reunion. Recipients are selected
solely on the basis of their contributions
as class leaders. For additional infor-
mation and a nomination form, please

Birds of a feather: Edward Shineman Jr. ’37 (right), winner of the 2008 Bill Vanneman
’31 Outstanding Class Leader Award, celebrates with the award’s namesake. Ed was
honored for twenty-five years of service as a class president. At age ninety-three, he
says his priority is keeping in touch with the Class of ’37—and setting the stage for
their 75th Reunion in 2012.

visit www.alumni.cornell.edu/caco/.
Forms can be returned at any time, but
only those received by November 4,
2008, will be considered for the 2009

May / June 2008
61

award. Take this opportunity to recog-
nize one of the many unsung heroes
whose hard work is a tribute to Cornell
and an inspiration to fellow alumni. 
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CC/Washington, May 17—17th Annual Dragon Boat
Festival and Races. Contact Bob Day, dayhaven@
comcast.net.

CC/Washington, May 20—Annual dinner, Tragara Ris-
torante, Bethesda. Contact Steve Piekarec, spiekare@
verizon.net.

CC/Maryland, May 27—Cornell Alumni Federation
Speaker Series: Warren Allmon, adjunct associate pro-
fessor, Paleontological Research Institute, on “Cli-
mate Change: A Geological Perspective.” Contact Roy
Troxel, rtroxel@comcast.net.

Alma Matters
62

Calendar of Events
May 15 – July 15, 2008

For updated information,
call the Office of Alumni Affairs, (607) 255-3517 

or visit us online at
www.alumni.cornell.edu

New York/Ontario
CAA/Central New York, May 15—Annual dinner, with
speaker MacLaren Cummings, CEO and co-founder
of Terakeet, a voice-recognition software company.
Contact Laurie Kelly, lkelly77@twcny.rr.com.

CWC/Cortland County, May 20—Cornell Alumni Fed-
eration Speaker Series: speaker TBA, YWCA, Cortland.
Contact Amy Simrell, 607/347-6621.

CC/Rochester, May 21—Book club, Barnes & Noble,
Pittsford.Contact Kristen Hallagan, kgh23@cornell.edu.

CAA/Ithaca, June 6—Informal Reunion happy hour,
Collegetown Bagels, College Avenue. Contact Nadine
LeMoine, nlm2152@yahoo.com.

CAA/Mid-Hudson, June 8—Freshman send-off, Juli-
et Café Pizzeria and Billiards, Poughkeepsie. Contact
Natalia Armoza, allnatalia@gmail.com.

CWC/Syracuse, June 9—Annual meeting, Cornell rec-
ipe chicken BBQ, and plant sale to benefit the Mar-
garet Crouch Nottingham Scholarship Fund, Tully.
Contact Tricia Bana, tillyrosesc@yahoo.com.

CAA/Central New York, June 16—Cornell Refuse Analy-
sis Project: volunteer litter pickup campaign on I-81;
meet at Firekeeper’s Diner, Nedrow. Contact Bruce
Simmons, simmonsb@upstate.edu, 315/682-7603.

CWC/Cortland County, June 17—“Celebrating the
200th Anniversary of Cortland County,” with speaker
Mary Anne Kane,director of Cortland County Historical
Society, Groton. Contact Terry Ofner, 607/898-5739.

CAA/Central New York, July 2—Young alumni beach
volleyball, Trappers Pizza Pub, East Syracuse. Contact
Christa Glazier, cjc31@cornell.edu.

Metro New York
CC/Fairfield County, May 28—Knitting group, fourth
Wednesday of every month. Contact Carrie Makover,
cwm23@cornell.edu, 203/259-5482.

CEN/New York, June 11—“The Future of Newspapers
and Quality Journalism in the Internet Age,” with
Richard Levine, president of Dow Jones Newspaper
Fund. Contact Jennifer Cunningham, JBL29@cornell.
edu, 607/229-8887.

CC/Fairfield County, June 25—Knitting group, fourth
Wednesday of every month. Contact Carrie Makover,
cwm23@cornell.edu, 203/259-5482.

Northeast 
CC/Boston, May 15—Ivy-Plus pub night, Harvard Club,
One Federal Street, 38th floor, Boston. Contact Melis-
sa Gaynor,mgaynor@harvardclub.com,617/450-8463.

CC/Boston, May 16—Cornell Alumni Federation
Speaker Series: Rita Calvo, senior lecturer, Department
of Molecular Biology and Genetics, on “Stem Cells
and Human Cloning: Hype and Hope.” Contact Jens
Kullmann, jkullmann@cornellclub.org,781/330-9131.

CC/Coastal Connecticut, May 17—Annual member-
ship meeting. Contact Myron Stacks, mstacks@aol.
com, 860/510-0702.

CC/Rhode Island and Bristol County, May 17—Cor-
nell Alumni Federation Speaker Series: Rita Calvo, De-
partment of Molecular Biology and Genetics, on “Stem
Cells and Human Cloning: Hype and Hope.” Rue de
L’Espoir bistro, Providence. Contact Dianne Newman,
dznewman@hotmail.com, 401/861-3474.

CC/Greater Hartford, May 17—“Mystic Aquarium
Family Splash,” Mystic. Contact Amy Fairchild, amym
fairchild@gmail.com, 860/693-1317.

CC/New Hampshire, May 18—Cornell Alumni Feder-
ation Speaker Series: Rita Calvo, senior lecturer, De-
partment of Molecular Biology and Genetics, on “Stem
Cells and Human Cloning: Hype and Hope.” Contact
Nancy Tierney, nstierney4@aol.com, 603/643-9518.

CC/Boston, May 18—Annual meeting. Contact Bob
Wolcott, 617/557-4168.

CC/New Hampshire, June 8—Fourth annual lobster
bake. Contact Jill Jarvis, jilljarvis@usa.net, 603/
436-9655.

Northeast Regional Office, June 12—Young alumni
gathering, Lir, Back Bay, Boston. Contact Sarah
Perkins, sbp29@cornell.edu, 617/557-4168.

Northeast Regional Office, June 17—Women’s din-
ner connection, Jae’s Pan Asian, Brookline. Contact
Alexis Riedl, ar48@cornell.edu, 617/557-4168.

CC/Cape Cod, June 18—All-Ivy clambake. Contact
Art or Georgia Gast, a.f.gast@adelphia.net.

CC/Boston, June 19—Ivy-Plus pub night, Harvard
Club, One Federal Street, 38th floor, Boston. Contact
Melissa Gaynor, mgaynor@harvardclub.com,
617/450-8463.

CC/Coastal Connecticut, June 28—Essex Jazz Fes-
tival, Essex. Contact Justin Camarata, jfcam1@msn.
com, 860/536-3087

Northeast Regional Office, July 10—Young alum-
ni gathering, Kingston Station, Chinatown, Boston.
Contact Sarah Perkins, sbp29@cornell.edu, 617/
557-4168.

Mid-Atlantic 

CC/Lancaster, May 28—Cornell Alumni Federation
Speaker Series: Warren Allmon, adjunct associate
professor, Paleontological Research Institute, on “Cli-
mate Change: A Geological Perspective.” Contact
Richard Faulkner, rfaulkner@barrickdesign.com.

CC/Greater Philadelphia, May 29—Cornell Alumni
Federation Speaker Series: Warren Allmon, adjunct
associate professor, Paleontological Research Insti-
tute, on “Climate Change: A Geological Perspective.”
Contact Abra Benson, abrabenson@yahoo.com.

CC/Washington, June 1—“Cornell-on-the-Anacostia,”
family-friendly outing at the Anacostia Community
Boathouse. Contact Bob Day, dayhaven@comcast.net.

CC/Washington, June 10—Monthly board meeting,
1341 22nd Street NW, Washington. Contact Kim
Jones, knj2@cornell.edu.

CC/Central Virginia, June 10—Club lunch, Byram’s
Lobster House, 3215 West Broad Street, Richmond.
Contact Bob Warwick, raw29@cornell.edu.

CC/Lancaster, June 11—Crab Fest: annual crab pic-
nic and BBQ, at the home of Rick and Margrethe
Faulkner, Pequea. Contact Rick Faulkner, rfaulkner@
barrickdesign.com.

CC/Washington, June 15—Father’s Day picnic. Con-
tact Steve Piekarec, spiekare@verizon.net.

Southeast 
CC/Greater Jacksonville, May 18—Annual meeting
and election of officers. Contact Gerry Grady, grady
gerry@comcast.net, 904/285-9810.

Midwest 
CAA/Central Ohio, May 17—All-Ivy book discussion
club: Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut, with Ohio
University professor emeritus Gifford Doxsee, who
was a POW with Vonnegut during the firebombing of
Dresden, the focus of the book. Home of Jeff Gerken,
Columbus. Contact Eric Johnson, etj4@cornell.edu.

CC/Minnesota, May 18—Cornell Alumni Federa-
tion Speaker Series: David Lipsky, dispute resolu-
tion professor and Scheinman Institute director.
Contact Michael Boull, michael.boull@genmills.com,
651/894-3516.

CC/Chicago, May 19—Cornell Alumni Federation
Speaker Series: David Lipsky, dispute resolution pro-
fessor and Scheinman Institute director. Contact Ruth
Potes, rpotes@yahoo.com.

CC/Minnesota, May 20—Reading group: Suite Fran-
caise by Irene Nemirovsky, Caffe con Amore, St. Paul.
Contact Kate Foley, Kate_Foley@hotmail.com.

CC/St. Louis, June 14—Summer brunch for new Cor-
nellians. Contact Wendy Sponaugle, wfs4@cornell.
edu, 314/952-9624.

CC/Minnesota, June 24—Reading group: Infidel by
Ayaan Hirsi Ali, Caffe con Amore, St. Paul. Contact
Kate Foley, Kate_Foley@hotmail.com.

CC/Minnesota, July 8—Summer send-off for matric-
ulating freshmen. Contact Aditya Dada, aditya_dada@
yahoo.com, 408/507-1502.

CC/Minnesota, July 15—Reading group: The Hum-
mingbird’s Daughter by Luis Alberto Urrea, Caffe con
Amore, St. Paul. Contact Kate Foley, Kate_Foley@
hotmail.com.

Southwest Mountain
CC/Austin, May 16—May dinner, Tan My. Contact Pat
Ko, pk53@cornell.edu, 512/350-3426.

CC/Austin, May 17—Tour of the Long Center for the
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Robert Metcalf, MBA ’61,
completed twenty-five years
of leadership in alumni af-

fairs in 2007, stepping down as a
Cornell Alumni Federation (CAF)
vice president. “Cornell’s success
rests on its mission to serve people,
and this should be foremost in your
thoughts,” Bob said at his last CAF
board meeting, noting that the or-
ganization assists a remarkable va-
riety of constituents, from alumni
to current and prospective students
to faculty, staff, and communities
touched by University outreach. 

Bob began his alumni volun-
teer career with the Cornell Club
of Rochester. He proudly recalls
when the group won the 1981
Outstanding Large Club Award, pre-
sented by then-President Frank H. T.
Rhodes on the fifty-yard line of
Schoellkopf Stadium during half time
at Homecoming. 

He joined the board of the Federa-
tion of Cornell Clubs several years lat-
er. As a vice president, he served on a
task force that recommended the for-
mation of the CAF in 1990 as an um-
brella organization for all alumni
activities. In fact, it was Bob who
coined the name “Cornell Alumni Fed-
eration.” His many CAF roles include
serving as a Johnson School represen-
tative, advisor to the grants committee,
and member of the ways and means
committee. He reminisced about over-
lapping with seven Cornell presidents

Performing Arts. Contact Jenny Corman, holajenny@
yahoo.com, 512/415-3210.

CC/Austin, June 7—Die Fledermaus, performed by
Austin Lyric Opera and Esther’s Follies, Long Center
for the Performing Arts. Contact Paulette Rudolph,
pnr1@cornell.edu, 512/658-0126.

CC/Austin, June 20—All-Ivy dinner, Cafe Mundi. Con-
tact Pat Ko, pk53@cornell.edu, 512/350-3426.

Western 
CAA/Northern California, May 15—Cornell Alumni
Federation Speaker Series: Kathryn Boor, chair, De-
partment of Food Science. Contact Bill Vederman,
president@cornellnorcal.com.

CC/San Diego, May 15—Cornell Alumni Federa-
tion Speaker Series: Frank DiSalvo, physical sci-
ence professor and interim head of the Center for

and his good fortune to work with
alumni communities in New York and
Connecticut. He also expressed grati-
tude to outstanding administrators
such as Frank Clifford ’50, Dick Ramin
’51, Jim Hazzard ’50, Mary Berens ’74,
Inge Reichenbach, and Charlie Phlegar.

In closing, Bob reminded the CAF
board members of their responsibility
to reach out to all alumni and encour-
age them to become active. “They will
be receptive to your request to give of
their time, talent, and treasure to en-
sure that Cornell will continue to be
one of the world’s outstanding uni-
versities,” Bob said. “If you do these
things, it will be one of your most re-
warding experiences—and it will do
wonders for our beloved Cornell.”

Federation Speaker Series: Kathryn Boor, chair,
Department of Food Science. Contact Amy Faber,
anf5@cornell.edu.

CAA/Northern California, May 25—Boston Red Sox
vs. Oakland Athletics, McAfee Coliseum, Oakland.
Contact Alex Barna, ab478@cornell.edu.

CC/Arizona, June 1—CAAAN celebration picnic.
Contact Leslie Tax Dos Santos, leslie.tax@starwood
hotels.com.

CC/Arizona, June 10—Board of directors meeting,
Merrill Lynch offices, Scottsdale. Contact David Calvi-
no, corvicio@aol.com.

CC/Oregon and Southwest Washington, June 19—
Dinner, Simpatica Dining Hall, Portland. Contact
Helen Haertl, heh2@cornell.edu.

CC/Western Washington, July 15—Annual picnic,
Woodland Park. Contact Amy Faber, anf5@cornell.edu.

A Leader Looks Back

a Sustainable Future. Contact Sean Sanders,
ssanders24@hotmail.com.

CAA/Orange County, May 16—Cornell Alumni Feder-
ation Speaker Series: Frank DiSalvo, physical science
professor and interim head of the Center for a Sus-
tainable Future. Contact Joseph Shmurak, shmurak@
cornell.edu.

CC/Oregon and Southwest Washington, May 17—
Cornell Alumni Federation Speaker Series: Kathryn
Boor, chair, Department of Food Science. Contact
Heather Kientz, hck3@cornell.edu.

CC/Los Angeles, May 17—Cornell Alumni Federation
Speaker Series: Frank DiSalvo, physical science pro-
fessor and interim head of the Center for a Sustain-
able Future. Contact John Melissinos, cjmelissinos@
sbcglobal.net.

CC/Western Washington, May 18—Cornell Alumni

May / June 2008
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At its February 9, 2008, meeting,
the board of the Cornell Alumni
Federation (CAF) unanimously

endorsed the nominations committee’s
slate of candidates for fifteen director
positions. The directors will serve for
two years, beginning in May. 

Betty Eng ’92 and Lawrence Taylor
’73 will start new terms as directors-at-
large, replacing Dean Burrell ’77, BS
’79, and Ross Lanzafame ’77, MPS ’79,
whose terms end in May. Beginning
their second terms as directors-at-large
are Angela Clark ’88, Jerrold Day ’71,
MBA ’78, and Linda Vecchiotti Saal ’71.

New directors-from-the-regions are
Jill Fields ’88 (Mid-Atlantic), Thomas
Cummings ’75 (New York/Ontario),
Rachelle Montano ’94 (Southeast), and
Catherine Chang Cocco ’85 (South-
west/Mountain). Beginning second
terms are Bernard MacCabe ’75, MBA
’79 (International), Scott Pesner ’87
(Metro New York), Aaron Gadouas ’86
(Midwest), Shana Mueller ’95 (North-
east), and Bradford Wellstead ’83, MS
’96 (Western). Margaret Tallman ’92
(Mid-Atlantic) will serve a new one-year
term. They will replace retiring directors
Charles Schilke, JD ’88 (Mid-Atlantic),
David Tetor ’65 (New York/Ontario),
Debra Alzner ’93 (Southeast), and David
Harap ’89 (Southwest/Mountain). In all,
eighteen directors represent Cornell
Clubs and Alumni Associations from
nine regions around the world.

The CAF thanks retiring and cur-
rent directors for their dedicated service.

New Directors
Join CAF Board
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Class Notes

100-year-old man do on his birthday in upper New
York when there is snow in the air? The answer: He
goes out with his snow shovel to clear his drive-
way.” Regretfully, we can’t include the picture he
sent with his news—of Bill (with shovel) stand-
ing next to a sign his neighbor erected during
the early morning of December 18, 2007: “HAPPY
100th BIRTHDAY, BILL.” He adds, “These and other
neighbors had a wonderful luncheon to honor the
occasion and to join in on the ‘Song of the Aged’:
The theme song when I was 94: / ‘Don’t get around
much any more.’ / Now, at 100, all is fine. / Six
years more; the same old score: / ‘Don’t get around
much anymore.’” Congratulations, Bill! We look for-
ward to hearing from you and other ’34 classmates
again soon. Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401 East
State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850. Class Notes
Editor e-mail, adr4@cornell.edu.

c

Plant to make plutonium and tritium for nuclear
weapons. We built a fine house there, but Bobby
died of leukemia in 1986.

We had attended several Cornell reunions and
had agreed that we would continue until we could
no longer climb Libe Tower. I did go back in 2006
and perhaps reneged on our promise—although I
did try. If you were there, you know the weather
was lousy! It was fun, however. We were housed
in the Statler Hotel, right on campus, and I saw
several classmates who had been friends of Bob-
by’s or mine. I have no influence on the weath-
er, but at previous reunions it had been fine!

If you haven’t been back for a long time, the
campus remains the finest that I have ever seen,
and new buildings have been beautifully melded
in. Only Willard Straight will probably surprise
you. I hope we’ll meet there.

I look forward to hearing from you soon, and
hope you will share your thoughts, opinions, and
goings-on with your classmates through this
space. Bill Bebbington, c/o Colleen Adland,
2503 Clinton St., Marshalltown, IA 50158; e-
mail, billbebbcor36@comcast.net. Cornell Alum-
ni Magazine, 401 East State St., Suite 301,
Ithaca, NY 14850; Class Notes Editor e-mail,
adr4@cornell.edu.

c

31 HEAR YE! HEAR YE! ALL YOU
YOUNGER CLASSES—ESPECIALLY THE
VERY YOUNG! Your Class of 1931

correspondent has recently returned from his
“umpty-umpth” Mid-Winter Meeting of the Cornell
Association of Class Officers (CACO), which he was
able to attend thanks to the kind attentions of
his son Dr. Bill Jr. ’65, who steadied my shaky
progress with my trusty wheeled walker from Cape
Cod to Philadelphia and back.

There was a time when one of our class’s
proud boasts was that we turned out more class
officers at these annual meetings than any other
class. Now we have passed that baton on to all the
other classes that yearly turn out as many officers
as we ever did! The huge Marriott Downtown ball-
room was jammed full with cheering Cornellians!

MY MESSAGE: If your class was NOT one of
those to send a big delegation to this year’s meet-
ing, be sure to send one NEXT YEAR! The CACO
Board, the Alumni Office staff, and representatives
of all the functions in alumni work do a superb job
in helping us be the best informed and most ef-
fective alumni body in the land. And besides, it’s
all great FUN! CORNELL! I YELL YELL YELL CORNELL!

I’m not the only one with helpful kids. Here’s
an update from Rosemary Hunt Todd, sent from
her daughter Sally’s e-mail: “My 2007 summer was
a roller coaster. While visiting Ma-ca-ta-wa on
Lake Michigan, my son’s summer spot, I caught
double pneumonia followed by thrush from the
antibiotics. My vacation turned into eight trau-
matic weeks in a Holland, MI, hospital, followed
by four weeks of rehab. Finally, I was well enough
to fly back to my home in Manchester, NH. At 98,
I am feeling well and like my old self again. I am
blessed with three children, 12 grandchildren, and
16 great-grandchildren.”

Thank you, Rosemary! Any and all other news
updates are welcome. Write to me or directly to
Cornell Alumni Magazine. Bill Vanneman, 237
N. Main St., Apt. 250, South Yarmouth, MA 02664-
2088; tel., (508) 760-4250; e-mail, ggrampi@
yahoo.com. Class Notes Editor e-mail, adr4@
cornell.edu.

c

33 Alice Freedman Rosenstock lives
in Palm Beach, FL, in the winter
months. Summers are spent in

Loudonville, NY, a suburb of Albany—where her late
husband Simon served as a judge. Alice has a son
and a daughter, both lawyers in New York City, and
is proud of her two Cornellian brothers, who are
medical doctors: Alfred Freedman ’37 and Aaron
Freedman ’42. Both are in the latest edition of
Who’s Who in the World. Alfred was president of
the American Psychiatric Association in 1974, and
Aaron teaches at a medical school in NYC. Thank
you for writing, Alice. Other classmate news wel-
come at: Class of ’33, c/o Cornell Alumni Maga-
zine, 401 East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY
14850. Class Notes Editor e-mail, adr4@cornell.edu.

c

36 Dear classmates: It has been
some time since we had news
in the Class Notes, and with

your help, I would like to reinstate our class col-
umn. It’s a great way to keep in touch with each
other, and also a good way to find out what’s
going on at Cornell and what the university is
doing on our behalf—including plans for our
75th Reunion in 2011.

Some of you are reading this magazine (and
the class column) for the first time. Some of you
received the magazine regularly in the past, and
others have been longtime readers. My first order
of business as your class correspondent is to let
you know that from this point on, you will all be
receiving Cornell Alumni Magazine free of charge.
As a class, we voted to set aside a percentage of
the class treasury to subsidize subscriptions for
all classmates for years to come, and this is your
first issue. The magazine is published every other
month, six times a year. Those of you who already
have a paid subscription will receive a refund on
any issues remaining on your other subscription.

How can we all help keep this column afloat?
It’s easy. Write me at the address at the end of
this column—or send in the News Form that will
be arriving in the mail in the next couple of
weeks. I’ll write a class column whenever possi-
ble and share your news with our classmates. Let
me know how you spend your time. What are your
children and grandchildren up to? Is there some
activity that brings you a great deal of satisfac-
tion? What do you remember most fondly from
your years at Cornell? What do you think is the
biggest problem in the world today? What have
you been doing since our days on the Hill?

I live in a retirement community in Evans,
GA, near Augusta, where I have been since 1990,
not long after my wife and our classmate Barbara
“Bobby” Wilson Bebbington died. We were mar-
ried in Sage Chapel in 1940 just after I finished
graduate school. My first job was with DuPont at
Belle, WV, near Charleston. We adopted two baby
boys there, John in 1944 and Pete in 1945. As
with most DuPonters, I made some moves. We
lived for some years in Kennett Square, PA, where
we adopted Ann, and finally moved to Aiken, SC,
in 1952. DuPont was building the Savannah River

37 Congratulations again to class
president Ed Shineman (New
York, NY) on receiving the Bill

Vanneman Outstanding Class Leader Award at the
Saturday gala luncheon that closed the annual
Mid-Winter Meeting of the Cornell Association of
Class Officers (CACO) in February. As the program
read, “Ed is a Cornell zealot who has served both
his class and his university with unflagging
enthusiasm. He has attended 14 reunions since
his graduation, and has inspired dozens of young
people to pursue a Cornell education. A former
University Council member, Ed has been active in
fundraising, and together with his late wife Doris
(Thompson), was named a Foremost Benefactor
in 1997.” Ed is now busy setting the wheels in
motion for Reunion 2012, which he promises will
be “the best 75th Reunion ever.”

Bob Rosevear (DeLand, FL), former men’s
correspondent, is serving his eighth term on the
Board of Advisors of the School of Music at Stet-
son U. in DeLand, the oldest private university in
Florida. “I guess they were happy to have a retired
professor from the U. of Toronto retire to DeLand,”
he writes. Bob served as an adjunct professor of
French horn in 1980 and has been a guest con-
ductor of the Stetson Concert Band a number of
times. “Stetson is a great asset to DeLand and
presents a rich program of music concerts.” On a
personal note Bob adds, “I’m trying to stay active
and am avoiding heavy decision-making!”

Mary Schuster Jaffe writes that she plays
recorder with a local group in Ithaca and serves
on the Program Committee of a local “sheltered
workshop.” Her most recent vacation was a river-
boat trip from Birmingham, AL, to Chattanooga,
TN. Mary also mentions that her 12-year-old
grandson plays baseball and studies the violin.
Elnor Sisson Furnival (Winston Salem, NC) has34 Bill Kaskela, MEd ’39, sent news

just about a year ago. This
winter he asked, “What does a

064-111CAMMJ08notes  4/15/08  2:43 PM  Page 64



May | June 2008 65

been adjusting to life in the South, where she
stays active with indoor gardening, walking, and
solving puzzles. She recently celebrated her 93rd
birthday and writes that she occasionally visits
friends in Charlotte and family in Asheville. El-
nor’s granddaughters attend college in Texas.

Irving Friedman (New York, NY) enjoyed time
in the sun when he vacationed in Florida last win-
ter. Retired now, his hobbies include walking, lis-
tening to classical music, and playing the violin.
Louise McLean Dunn (Albuquerque, NM) is home
again after first breaking her hip and then suffer-
ing a stroke last summer. She is getting around
with a walker and writes that she enjoyed attend-
ing Reunion 2007 last June. Vieno Pertula Pope
(St. Petersburg, FL) is “aging,” she says, “but do-
ing well, both body and brain.” John Mott dropped
a note from Hartwick, NY, where he spends his time
doing fine woodwork, carving, and photography.
Adele Rethorn Anderson says that she’s too old
to travel, but enjoys walking and family gather-
ings, where she gets to see her four children:
James, Judy, Jane, and Julie. Adele was a house-
wife and part-time schoolteacher in her earlier
years, and writes, “It’s good to be alive at 92.”

Alden Jones, MS ’39, sent a note in January
from Norwich, NY: “For the most part, my life has
been rather quiet. I do my own housework, except
for the lawn mowing and snow removal, when I
depend on others. I continue to drive locally. I at-
tended our 70th Reunion in 2007, even though my
legs are ‘wobbly’ and I wear a lifeline. In consid-
ering attending, I was concerned about the one-
and-a-half-hour drive to Ithaca, the amount of
walking that might be required, and the many
steps to be encountered. I found the drive to be
no problem, I made two laps of the Drill Hall ex-
hibits, and I navigated the steps carefully. Church
and Lions Club meetings are my frequent events.
Most of my effort the past two years has been
tending to my retired son’s disability, disposing of
his property, and arranging for his financial affairs.”

More news in the next issue. Keep writing!
Class of ’37, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401

East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850; Class
Notes Editor e-mail, adr4@cornell.edu.

c

me a 30-year first mortgage at a rate that I think
our partnership is beating all along.” From Cor-
nell, he fondly remembers the stimulation of in-
tellect and fellowship. “Many of my courses gave
me ways of study and thought that were extremely
valuable to me during WWII active service, as well
as socially and in business affairs.”

Ralph Vreeland writes from Las Vegas that
he spends most of the day in his La-Z-Boy and
visiting his wife Eileen in the hospital or in nurs-
ing care. He has fond memories of fraternity fun
from his Cornell days, and still hears from two of
his good friends. Speaking of fraternities, Richard
Goodwin (Silver Spring, MD) would love to hear
from Alpha Chi Rho brothers, as well as Cos-
mopolitan Club members, ’38 Civil Engineering
classmates, and 150-lb. crewmembers.

From George Schempp (Melbourne, FL):
“Libby and I have been enjoying the good life at
Crane Creek Seniors.” Last November, the two
were recognized for their national service by their
church and at Crane Creek during Veterans’ Week.
At the Melbourne Municipal Band Concert, he
writes, “the band played
the song of each branch of
the service and asked
[honorees] to sing along
with the band. We had nev-
er been so honored before.
We came to the conclusion
that a large number of vet-
erans have passed away
since WWII, and there are
not very many left to be
so honored.” George has
sent a more recent letter
about life at Crane Creek
without an automobile,
and we will share stories
from it in future columns.
Also coming in the July/
Aug issue, an update from
class co-presidents Bill and
Elsie Harrington Doolittle
(Glastonbury, CT).

Muriel Cook Thomas (Island Park, ID) has
recently spent her days hanging out with friends
and family. “I also listen to the radio, listen to
music—sometimes live violin—and talk on the
phone.” Her fondest memory of Cornell? Meeting
her late husband Jack.

Old friends and classmates want to know
what you are all up to. Send us your news at: 
Class of ’38, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401
East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850. Class
Notes Editor e-mail, adr4@cornell.edu.

c

From Edward Holcomb, MD ’43 (Mr. Pleasant,
SC): “Nancy (Eggleston), MS ’41, and I now en-
joyably reside at the Franke Active Lifestyle Com-
munity near Charleston. I play bridge, assist with
teaching fencing, help build and play guide to
our tall ship, Spirit of South Carolina, and enjoy
the many social and cultural opportunities in the
Charleston area. We heard the Cornell Glee Club
last spring with our neighbor June Maughan
Maclure ’45. We spend summers in Mayfield, NY,
playing bridge, sailing, and socializing with old
friends—60th wedding anniversary party in July.”

Bernard Livingston (New Rochelle, NY) has
kept his Cornell ties. He and wife Constance, to
whom he has been married for 65 years, are ac-
tive with the Johnson Museum on campus, where
their names are on a plaque and also engraved
on the wall around the Library Tower. “We are now
proud great-grandparents of Ava and Grace. I still
go to my office five days a week—real estate
management.” Byron Bookhout, MS ’40, writes

38 Alvin Meyrowitz (Palm Desert,
CA) and his wife Ruth donated 15
acres on the east shore of Cayuga

Lake, including a marina, to Cornell, and the uni-
versity built their Lake Source Cooling and heat
exchange facility on the property. The Meyrowitzes
made a trip to the Hill for the dedication. “Lake
Source Cooling has saved Cornell a lot of money,
and we were pleased we could do this.” They have
been traveling extensively in recent years—mostly
cruising. Although Alvin lost his sight to retinitis
pigmentosa (a deterioration of the retina), they
enjoy attending concerts, visiting with great-
grandchildren, and listening to books on tape. He
admits he’d like to be playing golf and bridge and
using a computer! Alvin remembers the days of
playing lacrosse at Cornell. He and Ruth celebrated
their 66th anniversary in February.

Marshall P. Hoke (New London, NH) and his
wife Frances have moved again—”next door in our
hilltop condo, obtaining one extra room with a
view for my office.” In addition to twice-weekly
card games, he swims for half an hour three times
a week. “I’m keeping an eye on a long-term fam-
ily partnership that is helping put five more
grandchildren through college. I’m just pleased to
be around a while longer. The local bank just gave

39 Your correspondent, Ruth Gold
Goodman, has never been fond
of cats—and perhaps for good

reason. On Valentine’s Day last winter, Ruth
tripped over her daughter Judith Goodman Meck-
lenburger ’71’s two cats as they entangled them-
selves in her legs waiting to be fed. She went
down hard, breaking her femur where it meets the
hip, and damaging an already arthritic knee. This
put Ruth in the hospital for a month, not only
bringing her and Bernie ’41’s unpacking and
resettling in Princeton Junction, NJ, to a stand-
still, but causing her to miss the column deadline
for this issue. She hopes to send in a column for
July/August, but makes no promises! The letters
she received in response to her Nov/Dec column
are still in a box somewhere, and much depends

on how smoothly her recovery goes. Send good
wishes to Ruth (c/o “Mecklenburger”) at: 9 Colo-
nial Ave., Princeton Junction, NJ 08550.

Here’s news from three ’39 classmates. Elvi-
ra Falco Bass, MS ’40 (Penobscot, ME) writes,
“Only travel this year was a two-week trip down
to Belize for snorkeling around the reefs. I’m hop-
ing to come to reunion in 2009, but then again,
I don’t buy green bananas. Getting to Ithaca from
here is more difficult than getting to Europe.
Plane to New York City, then plane or drive to
Ithaca—450 miles. If some other class reuner
would go, we could journey in my little red Toy-
ota sports car. Is there anyone in the area? I’m
still running the book sales for the library and
selling books on eBay.” Pearl Slocum Thompson
(Newark, NY) is in a wheelchair, but feels lucky
to live with her daughter, a retired RN, who cares
for her. Her daughter says that Pearl shares sto-
ries from her Cornell days frequently.

Helen Stephenson DeLuca sent a nice, long
note from Clearwater, FL: “This year I will com-
plete my seventh year at Regency Oaks Retire-

ment Home. It has been a
great place to live, with
excellent food and many
great activities to keep us
busy. I still drive, work at
a church thrift shop, and
help make about 500 re-
cycled cards each month.
We use the money we
make to buy flowers for
those who are ill or for
new residents. Six nights
a week I play bridge,
pinochle, Rummikub, or
Scrabble. A recent high
point was a visit from
Priscilla Buchholz Fris-
bee. I am blessed to still
have three children, eight
grandchildren, and five
great-grandchildren, who
visit me as often as pos-

sible. My daughter, Carol DeLuca Hunter ’70, is
a history professor at Earlham College in Rich-
mond, IN. Best wishes to all of my friends in the
Cornell Class of ’39.” More to come in the next
issue! Class of 1939, c/o Cornell Alumni
Magazine, 401 East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca,
NY 14850. Class Notes Editor e-mail, adr4@
cornell.edu.

c

‘What does a
100-year-old
man do on
his birthday
when there
is snow in
the air?’Bill Kaskela ’34
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from Dover, DE: “For 11 years, Evelyn and I have
lived in Westminster Village, a continuing care re-
tirement complex. Still in the ‘independent living’
class, although we have slowed considerably. Our
car blew a motor two winters ago and we did not
replace it, partly because eyesight was making
safety a concern. Bought a used golf cart to get
around the village campus.” Byron writes that al-
though the close associations are gone after 68
years, he still thinks about Cornell.

Jack Tallman (Wilmington, DE) writes, “Like
all of our classmates, I am getting old and liv-
ing in a rest home. Still able to live independ-
ently, but no longer drive a car. Still have four
children and eight grandchildren, and have added
six great-grandchildren so far.” William Chandler
(Annapolis, MD) shares this good news: “At 91,
an age I never thought I would reach, I am still
active and able. My wife Jeanne and I have been
married for over 62 years, with five kids—all sen-
ior citizens now—17 grandchildren, and four
great-grandchildren. I retired long ago after 28
years with Gulf Oil, now Chevron, and fortunate-
ly for us continued our pension and benefits. We
stick pretty close to home these days. We used
to go to Marbella, Spain, to visit out daughter,
but now her four children are here, so she comes
here. We hope and pray that all other ’39ers are
well and happy. Good luck to all.”

We received a nearly blank News Form from
Peter Kendzior in the United Kingdom, and would
like to hear more from him and from all of you.

Class of ’39, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401
East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850. Class
Notes Editor e-mail, adr4@cornell.edu.

c

also reported that their three hopes for 2007 all
materialized: 1) a WWII reunion in Nashville; 2)
their middle son’s wedding on July 4 in Pennsyl-
vania; and 3) Ruth’s extended family reunion in
San Diego. A busy year!

On a sad note, we’ve lost two class leaders.
One of Bette Limpert Mayhew’s daughters called
me to report her mother’s death in January. As
you’ll recall, she was our class correspondent for
many years. Also, I recently received notice of
the death of our Class of ’40 trustee, Charles
Stewart. He and wife Pat (Carry) ’50 (also a
trustee) owned a castle in Scotland where they
enjoyed spending summers.

That’s all for now. Keep the news coming!
As you can tell, it doesn’t have to be world-
shaking—just tidbits of your life, family, and
activities. Have a lovely spring! Ellen Ford,
300 Westminster Canterbury Dr., #416, Winches-
ter, VA 22603.

c

after six weeks of misery. Shirley Richards
Sargent Darmer, 20 Haddington Lane, Delmar,
NY 12054; e-mail, kid12054@aol.com.

c

40 Welcome to May and its usually
lovely weather, although this is
being written on a cold Febru-

ary day. By the time this arrives in your mailboxes
I hope we’ll all be enjoying “sweet springtime.”

I still have some yellow News Forms, but they
won’t last long—so please send your news on any
piece of paper you find! Dayle Faris Durkin re-
ported from Kansas that she’s a “retired volunteer”
who enjoys reading, Scrabble, and crossword puz-
zles. Carl Fribolin started a winery in 2003 and
opened a retail wine shop in late 2006. He lives
in Geneva, NY, and is so active in community af-
fairs it’s a wonder he has time to run his winery.

The son of Louis Greenblott, JD ’42, report-
ed that Louis died in August 2007 after an active
life as a lawyer and a judge, ending up, before re-
tirement in 1979, as a judge of the Appellate Di-
vision of the New York Supreme Court. He then
moved to Palm Springs, playing golf well into his
80s. Dr. Matthew “Mort” Locks, MD ’43, reported
with enthusiasm that he has retired twice! The
first time was in 1988 as a hospital-based clini-
cian on the UCLA and USC faculties. The second
time was in 2000 after 12 years as a medical con-
sultant for a tuberculosis program with the city of
Long Beach, CA, where he continues to live.

Peggy Boardman Young has had a lot of
heart problems and is pleased to still be inde-
pendent. She loved to travel and attended most
of ’40’s reunions. She can no longer do that, but
still enjoys embroidery—and teaching it. Carl and
Ruth Buffum Schoenacker state that they are
“museum pieces.” I’m not sure whether that re-
ferred to their great ages (which we all share!)
or to their activities—or both. They are active
volunteers in several museums in the area, act-
ing as docents and helping set up exhibits. They

41 I was delighted to hear from our
president, Jean Way Schoonover,
NYC, who shared the events of the

“Big Red in the Big Apple,” which she attended.
The details of the meetings have probably been
covered in the Alumni News, but the main focus
was on globalization and Cornell’s involvement.
This affair was a partnership of “Far Above....”
(the campaign for Cornell) and “Discoveries that
Make a Difference” (the campaign for Weill Cornell
Medical College). Jean was impressed with the
attendance of 900 and thoroughly enjoyed the
food and drinks and President Skorton’s remarks
at Cipriani, across 42nd Street, later that evening.

Barbara Benson Mansell, San Antonio, TX,
sent a Christmas letter that filled in the period of
2005-07 when I had regretted not hearing from
her. Sadly, she reported that her daughter Pat, a
fellow lawyer, died of recurring breast cancer in
August 2007, and that she had been diagnosed
with macular degeneration in 2005—which rules
out driving and reading, but not TV and her en-
joyment of the Cowboys and San Antonio Spurs.
She lives at home with good helpers and enjoys
the successes of grandchildren: Jason is a full
partner in an Orlando law firm, and his wife is
retiring from the same firm to be a full-time
mom for great-grandchildren Katy and Aiden;
and Gregory is now in the second year of vet
school at the U. of Florida, Gainesville, follow-
ing in his father’s footsteps. A good report was
given on her Himalayan cats, all four of them
devoted companions. (Are they still on a roast
turkey diet?) Our deepest sympathy goes to
you, Barbara, on the loss of Pat, but our admi-
ration also is sent for your ability to enjoy what
life still holds. You are a beloved and great
example for your fellow classmates. 

May I urge you all to consider getting the
shingles vaccination? I am slowly recovering

42 Important news from our class
president Liz Schlamm Eddy
(NYC), who wants everyone to

know about our Class of 1942 Memorial Scholar-
ship. Liz is always promoting us and says this is a
nice way to remember a classmate who has passed
away or to aid the university. The scholarship gives
preference to anyone who is a direct descendant
of a class member—usually a child or grandchild.

Katie O’Regan ’08, the recipient of our 2007 schol-
arship, met those who attended the Thursday night
dinner at Reunion ’07 last June. When applying for
aid, the student must say he/she is related to one
of us. So if you are looking for a scholarship for a
prospective student or want to contribute to this
worthy cause, let Liz know (tel., (212) 762-2032).

Misc. news: Cornell is giving an Executive
MBA course in Seattle—now you can go to Cor-
nell right here! That is something really new. I
also keep reading about Kurt Vonnegut ’44,
whom I did not know, but who is now a very fa-
mous graduate. A piece about him on TV recent-
ly reported on the 14 novels he had written
(including Slaughterhouse-Five and Cat’s Cradle)
and how he survived the bombing of Dresden in
WWII. If anyone in the class knew him, I’d love
to hear from you. I also saw a great picture of
Brandon Routh, the new Superman, in People
magazine. He sure looks like my high school
boyfriend Carlos Routh, twin brother of our class-
mate Jack Routh. Sadly, both of them are de-
ceased. Hope someone has heard of Brandon and
can find out if Carlos is his grandpa.

Christmas 2007 brought good cheer and,
best of all, news from old friends like Betsy Fa-
gan Moore (Essex, CT), who, like me, has decid-
ed to forego traveling around the world and is
looking forward to being a great-grandma again.
Bill Webster (Hot Springs, AR) called my grand-
son on Mercer Island, forgetting I had moved five
years ago. It was nice to talk to him.

From Bellevue, WA, Art Foster (1dogpaws@
comcast.net) writes that his favorite memory of
Cornell is “all the lovely girls on the first warm
spring day.” Art is dealing with Parkinson’s and
would much rather be playing hockey than making
doctors’ appointments and taking naps. Thomas B.
Wilson (Mequon, WI; TBWilson@WiRR.com) plays
golf now that he has moved into a retirement
community, but he’d rather be playing tennis
against Serena Williams. He says, “Cornell is a part
of my family. My grandfather was John L. Stone
1874—it started from there with my relatives.”
He’d like very much to hear from Bill Webster.

Robert Underwood, MME ’49 (Lenoir City, TN)
enjoys the Lions Club and moved to River Oaks
Place Retirement with his wife Nancy (Jessup)

‘I plan to spend most of the reunion 
at the Lost and Found, considering 
my memory.’ Barbara Wahl Cate ’43
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’43, MEd ’43. Jane Norton Cleary (Stratham, NH)
socializes with neighbors and friends and moni-
tors political news and sports. She enjoyed a
luncheon and afternoon with Thelma DeLoid
(Manchester, NH). She fondly remembers sitting in
the sun behind Balch and listening to the radio.
In Albany, NY, Virginia Stockamore Henry’s pres-
ent day jobs are overwhelming. She volunteers
with the Albany Symphony, Museum of History and
Art, Red Cross, Medical Center Auxiliary, AARP, and
Albany County Historical Assoc. How busy can she
be? Virginia (gingerhenry@mailstation.com) also
belongs to the local health club and the country
club and enjoys the Capital Rep and other local
theatrical productions. Joining friends on day and
weekend trips is fun, but she’d like to find a va-
cation property near swimming and skiing facil-
ities, as her family enjoys both. She misses most
the Cornell football weekends. Whatta gal!

Richard Shotwell, MS ’54 (Glen Cove, NY;
RAShotwell@aol.com) is also busy with the Shrine,
High 12, the Masons, VFW, dancing, church, and
gardening. He attended the high school reunion
of classes he advised during the ’50s and visited
friends and family in Auburn and Florida. He re-
members meeting his first wife at freshman reg-
istration at Cornell. “She was the only one who
knew where Aurora, NY, was.” He’d love to hear
from Charles Stansbury ’44, BS Ag ’47. Ed Mark-
ham (Bainbridge, WA; cramark@man.com) contin-
ues his gardening activities—maintenance, writing,
etc. He also enjoys attending the Seattle Sympho-
ny and the Pacific Northwest Ballet, hiking, and
biking, and misses hunting. He fondly remembers
the gorgeous falls in Ithaca and the Sage Choir.

Louise Nordenholt Schatz writes that her
husband Robert, PhD ’42 (Physical Chemistry)
passed away last year. He retired from Monsanto
Chemical Co. in 1980, where he was director of
research, product division. A member of Sigma
Xi, Robert was active in church and was an adult
Bible study leader for 55 years. Louise has moved
to Chesterfield, MO, and would love to hear from
folks at Lschatz1243no@hotmail.com. We also
report the passing of Fred Jaqua of Ft. Lauder-
dale, FL, last July. 

Thanks to all who are staying with us. I’ll get
to all your news ASAP. Keep writing. Carolyn
Evans Finneran, carolynfinn@comcast.net.

c

Bill Hoff (Longboat Key, FL), a compet for
football manager in 1940, answered, “Will you
ever forget the famous fifth down?” He plans to
get to reunion in his Toyota van. Also driving—
as are most of us—Doris Fenton Klockner,
chauffeured by husband Joe ’45 or daughter
Karen ’74. Doris fondly remembers Tri Delt life at
626 Thurston, skating on Beebe Lake, and danc-
ing to Glenn Miller in the Drill Hall. She writes:
“Moved to retirement home in New Jersey, where
we swim and travel [probably overland] to plays
in Manhattan. I volunteer for Hospice and for the
Goodspeed Theater in East Haddam, CT.” Our
hearts go out to Edy Newman Weinberger on
the death of her and our beloved Joe ’42, whose
war wounds plagued him for years until they fi-
nally took his life—on Longboat Key.

Shig Kondo e-mailed a photo, which you
won’t find here, “taken at our surprise golden wed-
ding anniversary. They had enlarged our wedding
photo album and posted it on the front window.
The two oldest boys, whose parents graduated
from Rhode Island School of Design, are studying
Hebrew in preparation for their Bar Mitzvah. The
older one is the MIT type and the younger is in-
terested in culinary arts and music. The third and
youngest has Cornell parents and loves sports, es-
pecially hockey. He intends to be the Cornell
goalie. Or possibly Harvard (what a comedown).
All three are brilliant, handsome, and athletic (vot
else!). We are within walking distance of their
homes, but to escape the bitter cold this winter,
we flew to Kona, HI, for six weeks.”

Sadly we turn down an empty glass for for-
mer Big Red oarsman Hope Ritter, who died in
December 2007. Hope served as an assistant pro-
fessor at Lehigh (1948-55), Harvard (1957-61),
and SUNY Buffalo (1961-66). In 1966, he was in-
vited to the U. of Georgia to develop introduc-
tory biology courses, and in 1974, he created the
human anatomy course for art, nursing, and
pharmacy classes. During his tenure he taught
more than 25,000 students.

Do you recall the compelling entry by Henry
Hood, MD ’51, in the Compendium, telling how
Jim Barrett, PhD ’51, redirected his life? Well,
last August, Henry redirected it again: he mar-
ried Dr. Nancy Alcock, a biochemist and native
of Tasmania.

From Barbara Wahl Cate (Maplewood, NJ) in
anticipation of this June: “When, at our 60th Re-
union, there was much talk about our 65th, I
thought it was heady optimism, and put the
whole thing on the back burner, besides, the
dates conflict with our annual motorcycle ride in
Europe, but I am having nostalgia attacks, be-
sides, I did make a just-in-case reservation at the
Statler, and besides, there will be no other women
on the trip to Corsica, and, in addition, we have
done Corsica-on-wheels two or three times, and
I have only been to one Cornell reunion, more-
over it will be a chance to see Mary Louise
(Snellenburg) ’45 and you. I plan to spend most
of the reunion at the Lost and Found, consider-
ing my memory, and sitting in the first row, con-
sidering my hearing, not to mention my eyesight.
All in all, it should be a total loss.”

This from Bill Bourke’s close friend Marilee
Foster: “Bill died in Sagaponack, NY, in the be-
ginning of December. He had long been ill, but
his mind was sharp until his final days. Here is
the closest thing to an obit, my own reverie. Bill
had been dying for years. We had several cele-
brations, including his birthday party held one
month early—just in case—and then when his real

birthday came we had another. I like to think of
him as my biggest fan. He was happy to encour-
age me, as I seemed to take care of the details of
the world we shared: Gibson Beach, the Bridge, the
blank-paper-dawns and boiling-point-sunsets,
fresh-picked tomatoes. ‘Baby,’ he’d say, ‘we are
blessed.’ Our friendship was forged over this, what
he liked to call ‘the great mystery,’ which I have
no idea what that is, only that happiness could
be derived from finding your humble place in the
observation line. ‘Look! At the fish jumping, the
moon rising, drums beating.’ So midday that De-
cember Saturday when I went out for a walk and
met neighbors who’d heard from the guy who
mows the lawn that Bill had died that morning, I
was not inclined to believe it, ready as I was. I
had irrationally expected, when he’d gone, that I’d
have some uncanny intuition as my attachment
fled the living world, but his death had been as
regular as the snow that had fallen that morning.
Snow that didn’t last, as it rarely does in early win-
ter, but snow all the same that drew me outside
to proclaim, ‘Good God, who could not be glad for
this.’” S. Miller Harris, P.O. Box 164, Spinners-
town, PA, 18968; e-mail, olchap@comcast.net.
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43 The ’43 vote is in. Hillary 10.
Anybody But 6. Obama 2. GOP
9. Looks like some other class

will decide this one. In that same News & Dues
form we asked: “Other than rocking on the porch
and waiting in doctors’ offices, what have you
been doing lately?” “Well,” wrote Katherine Pet-
zold Victor (Tucson, AZ), “this morning I trimmed
two mesquite trees outside my patio wall, later
lunched with friends, then SIESTA! In the evening
I attended our neighborhood association meet-
ing, followed by computer time, reading, and bed
after midnight.”

And then we asked you, “What do remember
most fondly from your time at Cornell?” Curt
Strand (Snowmass, CO) answered: “After a child-
hood in Europe and a teenage spent in a meat-
packing plant in Minnesota, Cornell opened a new
world to me: Dean Meek; the meaning and value
of mentoring; Hotel school; WWII correspon-
dence.” Many of you, like William Wise (Hilton
Head, SC) and Pat Rider Huber (Cromwell, CT),
loved the chimes while walking to class and the
snowscapes at night.

44 Super Tuesday is history. Just
nine more months of speeches—
only six when you read this.

Classmates don’t mention politics. Health, grand-
children, and travel are their topics.

Club ’44’s ten-day September cruise to New
England and Canada was enjoyed by 27 people.
It was the Kestens’ 18th cruise, with the usual
fun and games such as shuffleboard, golf put-
ting, bridge, etc.—contests with prizes hauled
aboard by Dotty and Art. Andy Capi, MD ’46’s
wife Sherrill won Top Dog (Best in Most).

Victor and Anne Bishop McKusick spent two
weeks in Nova Scotia in September. “Victor is re-
sponding to chemotherapy.” Ann Bode Jennings,
MEd ’47’s family of 16 met in Vancouver in July.
The reunion was so great, they plan an annual
event—but not so far west next time. Lena Hunt
Burdin of Ithaca attended granddaughter wed-
dings in Baltimore and London. She wrote about
her daughter Judith Burdin Asuri ’69, executive
director of Academic Associates Peaceworks of
Nigeria, being arrested on September 26 by the
States Secret Security of Nigeria, held without
bail, and accused of being an alien spy. The “se-
cret information” she had was maps available in
stores. She was interrogated daily for hours, but
never physically abused. Married to a Nigerian
psychiatrist and mother of three children, she
had lived in Nigeria for 36 years, a legalized res-
ident. Her husband was a close friend of former
president Obasanjo. She was released by the new
president on November 6 after the US State Dept.
and the UN intervened. Her office in Abuja closed
and belongings confiscated, she went with a
daughter to London, on to D.C. and the UN, and
then back to London to visit her first grandchild
(Lena’s first great-grand). As an intermediary be-
tween the government and the militants, she had
not yet been invited to return.

Some classmates are still studying. Cornell’s
Adult University (CAU) sends a list of recent stu-
dents. Joel and Henrietta Pantel Hillman ’47
learned about Treasures of the Black Sea, and Lu-
cius Donkle, BME ’48, studied Great Trials of the
Twentieth Century in Ithaca, then traveled to the
Shaw Festival at Niagara-on-the-Lake in Canada.
There he tried to get a sing-along going by

064-111CAMMJ08notes  4/15/08  2:43 PM  Page 67



68 Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

passing out Club ’44 songs sheets, “but it was a
flop—no gusto.” Renee Wolf Steinberg of Rye
Brook, NY, says, “I went to Cornell to learn how
to learn—still learning.” Lifelong Learning at
Florida Atlantic University and Purchase College
offers ways to provide music and art to young
people. She mentions 23 immediate family mem-
bers at gatherings. “I’m amazed every time I
think I’m 85!” Here at the Falcons Landing CCRC,
the Rundells (your correspondent, NTR) have
been studying Chinese weekly, taught by a Ma-
rine officer who was raised in China (father was
a doctor) and later served there in the Marine
Corps. Current class: American Religious History
taught by Patrick Allitt, professor of history at
Emory U. (taped lessons).

And now we announce future Cornell grads.
Dubois, DVM ’43, and Doris Holmes Jenkins
claim three: Amanda Jenkins ’09 and Steven
Jenkins ’11, children of David Jenkins ’73, DVM
’77, are fourth-generation. Stephanie Jenkins ’10
is third-generation: her father is a Dartmouth
man. Art and Dotty Kay Kesten’s granddaughter
Shannon Coakley ’07, daughter of Lynn Kesten
Coakley ’74, graduated last May.

The Kestens, very loyal Cornellians, hosted the
Yale/Cornell football game tailgate and post-game
parties September 22. No victory celebration, but
attendees Howie, BCE ’47, and Marian Graham
Blose, Mary Jo and Bill Zieman, Shannon and
Lauren Coakley, Bob Dillon, Peg Pearce Addicks,
Dan Morris, and Hugh Aronson and guest enjoyed
the camaraderie. Dotty reported Homecoming
weekend parties in the ’44 Driscoll Memorial Room
and Ithaca Country Club hosted by Alice Garmezy
(Bob’s widow). Those present were Lorena
Garmezy ’86, Ted and Jean Thoren, Janet Buh-
sen Daukas, Bob Miller, PhD ’51, Dorey and Jenks
Jenkins, Renata and Bob Ballard, Lou Farchione,
MD ’46, Dan Morris, Pearne Billings, and the
Kestens. Cornell 17, Colgate 14! Happy Day!

The Kestens joined Mary Jo and Bill Zieman
for the Cornell/Boston University hockey game and
reception at Madison Square Garden. It was a
great event, but the score (CU 3, BU 6) was not.
Hugh Aronson also attended.

Note: Alumni deaths are reported in the mag-
azine on the obituary pages, not in the class col-
umn. Nancy Torlinski Rundell, 20540 Falcons
Landing Circle, #4404, Sterling, VA 20165; tel.,
(703) 404-9494.
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lacrosse games to cheer on their grandson, a team
captain. Jean and John reside in Hilton Head Is-
land, SC. Phyllis Avery Olin of Charlottesville, VA,
is a retired school psychologist who keeps her
skills sharp by volunteering at a child development
center. She also plays the piano and attends con-
certs. A fond Cornell memory: “Hearing the chimes
as I crossed the Quad.” Thank you, Phyllis.

Petrina Moore Williams (Davis, CA) remem-
bers dancing down Libe Slope with her future hus-
band, Bill, BS ’47, PhD ’51, to the music of the
bells. She conducts a weekly singalong at her res-
idential community and would like to hear from
Jack Rogers, BCE ’49, MBA ’50. Jean Adolphi Sny-
der, MS ’55 (Spencer, NY) has traveled widely in a
short time to Virginia Beach, VA, Italy, Sicily, Ari-
zona, and the Catskills. She enjoys warm memo-
ries of classmates and the Home Ec faculty.

Our heartfelt sympathy to George Rautenberg,
BA ’47, a stalwart of Cornell and the Class of ’45,
on the passing of his wife Ruth. A note from Bob
Olmsted laments the passing of Cush, with whom
he had a running argument concerning NYC’s Sec-
ond Avenue subway—first planned when we were
five years old. Last April, 78 years later, ground
was broken for Phase One, and Bob was cited as
one who kept the project alive. He promises that
for our 70th Reunion we can all ride a Second Av-
enue subway to 96th Street (to which Cush thun-
ders, “Dream on!”). Bob’s youngest grandson has
been accepted to the Cornell Class of 2012, break-
ing a nasty habit of other grandchildren going to
Yale. He cites a New York Times article stating that
Fred Bondi and wife Sara are moving from Paris
to Vienna because of the dollar’s decline.

Co-president Maxine Katz Morse sends the
following tribute: “On February 15, the Class of
’45 lost one of its most devoted and tireless
workers. Jane Knauss Stevens, MBA ’48, was a
friend to many of us, and her role as co-Cornell
Fund Chair (with George Rautenberg) spanned
more than 20 years. The time, effort, and ener-
gy that she and George expended on our behalf
for Cornell set the bar high for our class. The re-
sults of their persistence and diligence earned us
recognition and awards.

“Jane and her brother Bill Knauss, MBA ’48,
came from Poughkeepsie, NY, to Cornell in Sep-
tember 1941, and from the very beginning, Jane
and Bill personified the Cornell spirit. Jane be-
came a Delta Gamma, was elected president of
Comstock B3 (her dorm), served on the CURW
women’s cabinet, the WSGA Council, and the
Willard Straight board of managers, and helped to
organize (and worked on) Cornell for Victory. In
1948 Jane was the first woman graduate of the
Johnson Graduate School of Management. Her tal-
ents and spirit infused many community organi-
zations throughout her life, and at her alma mater
she served on the Cornell Council and was se-
lected to receive the Frank H. T. Rhodes Exem-
plary Alumni Service Award in 2006.

“The Class of ’45 extends its sympathy to
Jane’s husband Bob, her brother Bill, and all of
her children and grandchildren. She was an in-
spiration to all of us.” Send news to: Robert
Frankenfeld, 6291 E. Bixby Hill Rd., Long Beach,
CA 90815; e-mail, betbobf@aol.com; Julie Kamer-
er Snell, 3154 Gracefield Rd., Apt. 111, Silver
Spring, MD 20904; e-mail, julie.snell@verizon.net.
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news from you. I learned that 80-plus-year-olds
are alive, well, and volunteering.

Sal and Pat Kinne Paolella wrote that their
youngest daughter and family from Florida visit-
ed before Christmas and that the twins would be
together in Mexico for the holidays. They have
two grandchildren in Florida and one in Mexico.
Janet Bassette Summerville wrote that two of
her six grandchildren are already through col-
lege. Sadly, she wrote of the death of her son,
Preston, age 56, in August 2007 of congestive
heart failure. We were sorry to hear that news.
Jack and Charlotte Cooper Gill wrote that their
family was fine, but they have slowed down a
bit because of age.

I heard from Jerry Finch via his wife Anne,
who is a distant cousin of my husband Phil.
“Jerry is in good health, walks two miles a day,
and is president of his coin club. He is also my
caregiver. I now have lung cancer, a side effect
of my drug for treating rheumatoid arthritis.
Jerry has learned to cook. I’m still busy looking
up genealogy for prospective members of DAR.”
[I think all men can become cooks out of
necessity. Hope you caught the cancer early
enough.] I also heard from Sam and Pat Miller,
who just moved to the Springhouse Estates in
Lower Gwynedd, PA. Pat is in an apartment, but
Sam is in skilled care. “He broke his hip on
Labor Day, so he is not moving very well. It is
hard being separated. We’re going to Marco
Island for three months in January.”

Naturally, I heard from AOPis and their hus-
bands. John Eckerson, husband of the late
Joanne (Skinner), wrote to tell us how they met
at a chorus rehearsal. An Ag student with a de-
gree in Floriculture and Ornamental Horticulture,
he lived at Engine 9 Firehouse in Collegetown. “I
drove a 1917 Ford touring car and was probably
considered a ‘character.’ How well I remember
those good old days ‘far above Cayuga’s waters.’”
Ann McGloin Stevens misses Orrie, LLB ’48, but
does lots of volunteer work to keep busy. She
praised her children and “exceptional” grand-
children. Bill and Nancy Aungier Beveridge
wrote a long letter about their family. They have
five grandsons and two granddaughters; the
youngest two are 11 and 13. They are into
swimming, band, and church volunteering. Most
are college grads—Brian graduated in December
with his grandparents in attendance. “Nancy and
Bill are in good health and supporting eight
doctors.” I also heard from Bill ’48 and Lucille
Holden Smith ’47, plus Luciana Silvani, Bonnie
Kauffman DeLaMater, and Jane Mange Morrison,
all ’47. I am fortunate to have such caring “sis-
ters” who call often to inquire about our health.
Continue sending news to: Elinor Baier
Kennedy, 9 Reading Dr., Apt. 302, Wernersville,
PA 19565; tel., (610) 927-8777.
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45 Julie Kamerer Snell and I, Bob
Frankenfeld, BA ’44, MD ’47,
have agreed to be class corre-

spondents and pledge to carry on the fine work
of the beloved Cush. I attended my first reunion
in 2005 and decided to become more involved, so
here I am. Most of you do not remember me, but
you couldn’t help hearing my exertions—I was
chimesmaster. Like so many in our class, I spent
only two and a quarter years on the Hill. Then I
went to quickened medical school at Cornell Med-
ical College, married, served in the Navy during
the Korean War, and set up an internal medicine
practice in Long Beach, CA, which I’m still doing
half-time. We have four sons and seven grandkids.
I became a runner at age 40 and am proud to say
I have been lost in many of the towns and cities
of the world while running.

Jean Herr Gehrett and husband John spent
Christmas with daughter Gretchen, MBA ’77, and
her husband birding in the mountains of Panama.
This spring they will be attending Syracuse U. 46 What wonderful people you are!

Once again, Christmas and dues-
time brought lots of cards and

As of mid-February, Harvey Simpson (Old
Westbury, NY; harveysimpson@optonline.net) had
just returned from 45 days of skiing Vail. After
completing his tax return and other assorted busi-
ness, he’s returning to challenge the slopes. Har-
vey continues as a Long Island U. trustee, in which
capacity he was chosen as a delegate to President
David Skorton’s inauguration at Cornell. Earlier,
Harvey had the most exciting and luxurious trip
of his life. He recommends TCS Expeditions’ char-
tered Boeing 757, 70-person, 26-day jaunt to
London, the Middle East, India, China, the former
Indochina, Tibet, and Uzbekistan. The group was
led by outstanding scholars and guides. Harvey
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will happily send details to classmates interested.
He also vows that he will make our 65th Reunion
a top priority. William Dilger, PhD ’55 (Freeville,
NY) is steward of Five Wells Nature Preserve. There
he conducts a botanical survey and grows veg-
etables and other plants. In addition, he spends
many hours at painting, photography, cooking,
baking, and winemaking. He would love to hear
from Cornellians Shirley Windnagle Weinberg ’49,
MS ’50, and Harrison Tordof ’44, BS Ag ’46.

Donald Ironside, BEE ’45 (Haverford, PA) and
wife Beatriz celebrated their 50th wedding an-
niversary in New York City in March 2007 and
made perhaps their last trip to Tucson. So it’s back
to Haverford near their three offspring, whom they
see frequently. Don still volunteers at the Acade-
my of Natural Sciences. The academy’s collections
on evolution and ecology are extensive and rein-
force Don’s concerns that our nation doesn’t treat
world ecology with sufficient urgency. He enjoys
reading our class notes as well as those of oth-
er classes with whom we shared the Hill. In the
January/February 2008 issue, Jerry Haddad ’45
did a poignant remembrance of Prentice “Bud”
Cushing ’45. Don remembered Bud’s visits to his
housemates, varsity linebacker Ken Davis ’44
and Davis’s JV buddy at the freshman digs he
shared with them. Davis introduced him to much
very colorful language and conduct, which Don
says are best regarded in retrospect.

Arthur Whinston, BCE ’45 (Portland, OR;
artmeli@comcast.net) continues as senior coun-
sel at a noted patent and trademark law firm. He
and Melicent are seriously active in competitive
weightlifting. Each has been an age group world
champion and age group world record holder.
Arthur fondly remembers playing the chimes as
an undergraduate at Cornell.

TO PUBLISH YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS, e-mail
me. Include your name, city, and state of resi-
dence. Send news to: Paul Levine, 31 Chicory
Lane, San Carlos, CA 94070; tel., (650) 592-5273;
e-mail, PBL22@cornell.edu. Class website, http://
classof46.alumni.cornell.edu.
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to the above. Last year I attended another proj-
ect they sponsored, a “blind tastings” event. It
was a gathering to try and distinguish national
brand products from store brands, and included
potato chips, cola, cereal, crackers, and other
items. It was conducted by Prof. Debra Wood
Perosio ‘79, PhD ‘95, from the College of Human
Ecology. Needless to say, it was informative and
fulfilling (pun intended). I was happy to meet
Cynthia Pines Jacobson at this meeting.

Herb Brinberg is slowly winding down his
consulting business and teaching almost full-
time as adjunct professor of management at
Baruch College in New York. He also teaches a
course on business policy in their Honors College
and developed a graduate course in the Baruch
Executive MBA program. In his spare time (my
comment) he teaches a course in information
management online for the School of Information
Studies at Syracuse U., where he also serves as
chair of its board of advisors. I would like to add
that he is president emeritus of our class.

Yetta Haber Farber and husband Hy cele-
brated their 60th wedding anniversary with fam-
ily in Florida. They also reside in Ridgewood, NJ.
Incidentally, I was a bridesmaid at their wed-
ding and have known Yetta many decades—we
grew up together in Niagara Falls, NY. Marjorie
Manders Smith is still doing social work and
sees Shirley Choper Zelner often, as they both
reside in White Plains, NY. This is all the news
that I have for now, but I expect to hear from
you for inclusion in our next column. Let’s go
‘47! Sylvia Kianoff Shain, 653 Primrose Lane,
River Vale, NJ 07675; tel., (201) 391-1263; e-
mail, iralandsyl@optonline.net; Arlie William-
son Anderson, 238 Dorchester Rd., Rochester, NY
14610; e-mail, arlie47@aol.com.

c

young.” Bart Holm, West Grove, PA: “Volunteer-
ing and staying healthy. Nap, read, watch PBS tel-
evision. I remember fraternity activities and barely
passing Electrical Engineering for Civil Engineers!
Toured Scotland and England in July; Hawaiian
Islands in January. Granddaughter Shannon Holm
’11 is a freshman at Cornell. Our government at
all levels is dysfunctional. They operate at the
level of ‘good for their few’ and not for the good
of the entire country. World’s problem is inability
of countries to co-exist. Wish I knew the solution.
Have discovered that the older I get, the less I
know. Replaced a knee in March—my running days
are over. It was good while it lasted. Maryanna fell
and fractured her arm while we were in England.
We were evacuated home. Therapy improves her
steadily. Always take travel insurance—it is a bar-
gain if you have problems.”

Dorothy Hirschhorn McGrath Hertz, Ft. Laud-
erdale, FL: “I’m married to Robert Carlyle Hertz.
Spend time being lazy during the day and after
hours. Fondest memory was graduation day.

Would rather be getting younger, not older.” Rev.
Jim “Hoople” Howell, BS ’50, Post Falls, ID: “I’m
on Presbyterian committees of new church de-
velopment and I commission lay pastors. Trav-
eled to Maui and Sanibel, FL, and will travel more
to Puerto Rico and back to Maui. I’m engaged to
marry a lovely Japanese lady!” Burnet “Bud”
Haylor, Syracuse, NY: “I garden and read and am
involved in community and church work. Fond-
est memory is CAU (Cornell’s Adult University):
no pressure; great programs.”

Joanne Norton Mayer, Marblehead, MA: “I do
whatever I want to do whenever I want to do it.
I sail, ski, nosh with the League of Women Voters
[Ed.: So do we!] and do ‘mentoring.’ Fondest mem-
ory is sailing on Cayuga Lake. Recently visited
Prague and Vienna. Plan to sail, ski this winter,
and travel while I hold up.” Tom Clements, An-
napolis, MD: “Wife Elizabeth died Jan. 12, 2006. I
watch TV and play duplicate bridge. Fondest mem-
ory is graduation. I’ve been to Montana—would
like to be relaxing in St. Thomas. Had a family pic-
nic in July. Pressing problem is keeping organized,
concentrating, and unloading George W. Bush.”

John Sterling, Utica, NY: “Married 54 years to
Carol; three children, six grandchildren, and two
great-grandchildren. Am president of the Mohawk
Valley Nursing Home board of directors and presi-
dent of the Mohawk Valley Nursing Home Founda-
tion, vice chairman of the Schuyler Planning Board,
and a member of the Herkimer County Planning
Board. I’m still active as a financial planner with
Ameriprise Financial and just completed 52 years
of active service. Spend winters in Indian Harbour
Beach, FL.” Madeleine Miller Bennett, NYC: “Do-
cent, Whitney Museum. Opera, ballet, movies, din-
ner, TV, museums, etc. Fondest memory is the view
from the top floor of the Johnson Museum on the
Hill.” Have been to the South Pacific, New Zealand,
Australia, Japan, China, Vietnam, Cambodia, and

47 At our last reunion, when I vol-
unteered to help Arlie William-
son Anderson with this column,

I did not realize how little news is forthcoming
from most of our class, particularly at certain
times of the year. Now I know we are all up there
in age, but I also know that the Cornell spirit is
still there in all of us. I also know that all of you
like to hear about the comings and goings of your
classmates and friends. Well, they want to hear
about you also, so as soon as you finish reading
this, write, e-mail, phone, or messenger a note to
me . . . or find that News Form from our recent
class mailing. Tell me what you are doing, have
done, or expect to do . . . your family, experi-
ences, memories of your time at Cornell, etc. This
is your column and it will be very short if we
don’t hear from you. ’Nuff said!

I recently attended a Cornell Cares project
in Millburn, NJ, sponsored by the Cornell Club of
Northern New Jersey. It consisted of making get-
well cards, stuffed dolls, and cut-outs to be dis-
tributed to children who are patients in hospitals.
All materials were furnished by the club. It was a
gratifying and fun experience. Cornell Cares also
took place in 26 US cities and in China, Brazil,
Australia, and Italy. This club is very active,
sponsoring bowling parties, gatherings at mem-
bers’ homes, regular meetings, etc., in addition

‘Cornell Cares took place in 26 
US cities and in China, Brazil, 
Australia, and Italy.’Sylvia Kianoff Shain ’47

48 Constance Avery Mix, Virginia
Beach, VA: “Home and joy
maker. I remember many won-

derful friends—and where I met my best friend,
Lew Mix ’44, BS ’46!—plus the wonderful walks
to classes (over gorges and hills) and the pretty
campus. The Lord has blessed us with a family of
30 children, spouses, and grandchildren. We had
a reunion in August in Ohio. Think of the poten-
tial when the great-grandchildren start coming!”
Harriet Morel Oxman, Sarasota, FL: “Am still
traveling! Having purchased the book 1,000
Places to See Before You Die, there are many
places that are on my ‘must visit list.’ I’ve visited
Santiago and the Atacama Desert in Chile, and
Easter Island in spring 2007. Flying to Ithaca
from Sarasota for reunion this June is almost like
a foreign journey, but I shall be there and look
forward to greeting fellow classmates.”

John Mitchell, St. Petersburg, FL: “Unfortu-
nately, I’m president of our condo association. I’m
too old for this—or am I? Maybe it’s keeping me
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Singapore. Last remember paying bills—and would
rather be gardening and swimming. Plan to trav-
el more. Most pressing problem is money. Solution:
spend less. The Middle East war is the greatest
problem. Solution: do not go off half-cocked . . .
and get rid of Bush. Have learned that I know
much less than I thought I did. Wish I knew the
meaning of life!”

Margaret Smith Brown, Lincoln, NE: “Home-
maker. Keeping up with my reading. Fondest
memory was living next to the Triphammer sus-
pension bridge in my freshman year. Hope to get
to the 60th Reunion.” Marion Cousins Chambers,
Greenburg, PA: “Housewife. Weaver, spinner, quil-
ter, swimming and walking. I remember the good
times with my friends. Visited Florida and Cana-
da, plus family in Mississippi, New Hampshire,
Minnesota, and the Finger Lakes area. Would like
to hear from my sorority sisters. We have kept a
Round Robin letter going for 50 years. World’s
problem is WAR. Wish I knew the solution. Enjoy-
ing life and looking forward to reunion.”

Robert M. Levy, Boca Raton, FL: “Retired but
active in R.E. mortgage investments. After hours

I draw, collect stamps, and build model boats. I
took 11 family members to the Sagamore Hotel
in Lake George to celebrate our 75th and 80th
birthdays. Became a great-grandfather in April—
Ella Rachel Mensch. World’s problem is the deficit,
the Iraq war, sick leaders in Iran and parts of
South America and North Korea. Solution is try to
negotiate, get the rest of the world to force them
to listen. For the deficit we should raise Social
Security taxes, especially for the billionaires.” 
Bob Persons, 102 Reid Ave., Port Washington, NY
11050; phone and fax, (516) 767-1776.
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food! They went on an interesting and strenuous
cruise to the Scandinavian capitals last year.

It’s impossible to write about all our class-
mates when they die, but sometimes they war-
rant special mention. David H. Williams died
from colon cancer August 7, 2007. He had
worked for the NSA from 1953 to 1985. He was
posted in Ethiopia during the final years of
Emperor Haile Selassie’s reign. For his work
there, he received the Meritorious Civilian
Service Award in 1975.

Silvio “Sy” Volpe is still singing in various
groups, belongs to the Weymouth Athletic Club,
and travels. Norm Baker has been doing a lot of
flying: to the week-long air show in Oshkosh,
WI; to visit godson and family in Minnesota; to
Vermont to complete son’s addition to solar pan-
els; and home to Massachusetts to grandchildren
for white-water rafting and horseback riding. He
is still friends with the ’49 Henley Championship
lightweight crew after all these years!

Jean Strobel Young, a retired teacher, reads,
watches TV, and visits children, grandchildren,
and a great-grandchild. She also enjoys going to

art galleries and sings in the Old Steeple Choir
with two other Cornellians, among others. She
adds that they have great parties! She has had
physical therapy for torn tendons and muscles,
which hopefully are fine now. Her granddaugh-
ter is living with her and works in hopes of con-
tinuing her college education.

Remember yours? I remember Prof. Max
Black’s class in Logic. We were studying ambigu-
ity, and the homework assignment sounded per-
fectly clear until we tried to do it—ambiguous!

Mary Heisler Allison, 1812 Puerto Bello Dr.,
The Villages, FL 32159; tel., (352) 259-0203.
c

Severinghaus Warner (Bryn Mawr, PA), and Alex
Richardson (Livingston, NJ); former class presi-
dent Walt Bruska (Shelburne, VT), plus Lee Maio-
rana and wife Germaine (Wyomissing, PA), Earle
and Betty Barber (Philadelphia), and Bernie Her-
man (Cherry Hill, NJ) and guest. After the sump-
tuous dinner, the happy, satiated group enjoyed
singing favorite Cornell songs of yesteryear
accompanied by class pianist Dave Dingle.

We sadly report the deaths of Glenn Ferguson,
MBA ’51, and Houston Flournoy, two of the best
known and publicly accomplished of our class-
mates. Glenn served our nation and academia with
distinction: Air Force Lieutenant, university scholar,
ambassador to Kenya, presidents of four universi-
ties (Clark, Connecticut, Long Island, American U.
of Paris), director of Radio Free Europe, president
of Lincoln Center, director of Vista (the domestic
Peace Corps), Council on Foreign Relations, Cornell
Board of Trustees, and author of Unconventional
Wisdom, Tilting at Religion, Traveling the Exotic, and
Sports in America. Glenn died of prostate cancer
on December 20, 2007. He leaves Patricia, his wife
of 57 years, three children, and four grandchildren.

This poignant e-mail report on Houston
Flournoy came from his Cornell roommate and life-
long friend Rodger Gibson: “Betty Lou and I were
overnighting in San Diego after a Mexican Riviera
cruise and I phoned Houston in Bodega Bay. In
spite of being seriously ill with emphysema and
wheelchair-bound, he insisted on hiring a limo to
San Francisco, chartering a jet to San Diego, and
hiring another limo to take us from the hotel to
a nice restaurant for lunch. There we spent a
memorable, fun-filled afternoon of emotional
reminiscing about life after Cornell. Shortly after
departing, and still in San Diego airspace, not
unexpectedly, he died. His last words to his help-
mate Nelson were, ‘Tell my kids I love them very
much. And tell Rodg that the trip was well worth
the cost and one of the happiest times of my life.’
From Cornell, Houston went to Princeton for a PhD
in political science, then to a professorship at
Pomona College in California. There, he became
interested in what he called practical politics and
became a California legislator, where he was
known as a moderate, progressive Republican. He
later served as California comptroller and is best
known for his very narrow loss to Jerry Brown in
the 1974 gubernatorial race. As a member of sev-
eral corporate boards, he was responsible for sub-
stantial corporate gifts to Cornell. He leaves a
son, two daughters, and two grandchildren.”

Patricia Haller Harbach, Melbourne, FL, plays
bass flute in the Space Coast Flute Orchestra and
does publicity for the Space Coast Ballet Co. John
Keeffe (Somers, NJ; fkeeffe@comcast.com) has
six grandchildren, two of them college freshmen,
one each at Oberlin and Kent State. John served
in the Korean War. At present he “cannot conceive
of our country continuing on its present war pol-
icy.” Dorothy Patterson Dodds, Willsboro, NY, was
an elementary school teacher. She is now a travel
junky, active as a hospital volunteer, and serves
on the town beautification committee.

Margery Hrouda Zaccheo, Ulster Park, NY, is
a retired professional nurse. She now keeps busy
quilting, scrapbooking, and rebuilding stone
walls. Ralph Smalley, MS ’51, Cobleskill, NY,
established the plant science department at
Cobleskill College. In retirement he continues his
interests in horticulture by tending a large garden
to provide vegetables for his neighbors and the
local church food pantry. John Hollis, Merrick, NY,
is a retired dental surgeon. With wife Roseanne,

49 Almost time for those true blue
(red?) Cornell “characters” to
return to the Hill for the Con-

tinuous Reunion Club. One hundred four came
back last year, among them Jack and Inger Mol-
men Gilbert, Bob Nafis, Don Roberson, and Don
Sutherland. The following signed up for the
Trustee/Council Weekend last fall: Bob Dean, Jack
Rupert, JD ’51, Jim Spencer ’48, MCE ’51, Tony
Tappin, and Art Wolcott. Thanks for your inter-
est and time from the rest of us! The CACO meet-
ing was held in Philadelphia in February—more
on this later. You do realize that this article is
being written in early Feb. for the May/June
issue—lots of preparation time needed before our
magazine hits the streets! Have you also noticed
that our class notes keep getting closer to the
beginning? Now, how can that be?

Walt ’45, BCE ’48, and Jean Gehring Mac-
Farland are fine and traveled to Naples, FL, in
January for a couple of weeks and then to Africa
on safari in March. Jerry ’51 and Helen Osborne
Jenkins are also doing well in their retirement
community—busy and eating too much good

‘Margery Hrouda Zaccheo keeps
busy quilting, scrapbooking, and 
rebuilding stone walls.’ Paul Joslin ’50

50 On Friday evening, February 8,
50 of us—classmates, spouses,
and guests of the Class of 1950,

plus some members of the classes of ’52 and
’53—gathered for a gala dinner in the elegant,
wood-paneled Lincoln Memorial Room of the
Union League of Philadelphia. This class dinner
is an annual event held in conjunction with the
annual Mid-Winter Meeting of the Cornell Associ-
ation of Class Officers (CACO). 

In attendance for a splendid evening were
class president Dick Pogue (Cleveland); VPs Stan
Rodwin (Rochester, NY), who arranged the affair,
and Jo Kessel Buyske (Princeton) with daughter
Jo Buyske Jr.; secretary Ruth Downey Crone and
husband Walt (Longmont, CO); Alumni Fund rep-
resentative Jim Brandt and wife Nancy (Hub-
bard) (Chicago); co-class correspondent Marion
Steinmann and husband Charles Joiner (Phila-
delphia); Class Council members Dave Dingle
and wife Susan (New Suffolk, Long Island), Bob
Fite (Cape May, NJ), Sally Wallace Murray
and husband Ken ’49 (North River, NY), Libby
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he helped classmate Charles Mackey celebrate his
80th birthday. John Lamb Jr., Fenton, MI, stays
active with the Gideons Int’l. His six kids threw
him an 80th birthday party.

Donald Worn (Los Gatos, CA; donworn@hot
mail.com) had a career as an aerospace engineer,
but found time to manage a bicycle challenge (38
years), serve on the governing board of the Inst.
for Computer Technology (25 years), and sing in
his church choir (44 years). He also prepares
income tax returns for seniors and delivers lunch
bags for the local food bank. He recalls a fine
engineering education and wonderful campus ath-
letic and fraternity activities that produced last-
ing friendships. Hazel Hallock Herr (Lafayette, CA;
hollyphil3@aol.com) recently retired as finance
officer for a nonprofit music school in San Fran-
cisco with a $3 million endowment. She has plans
to be more active in community affairs and with
her five children and ten grandchildren. Hazel
recalls the beautiful campus and singing in a
large chorus under the superb direction of Dr.
Grout. She would like to hear from classmates
“who have had life struggles and any who may
have ideas on how to heal the unacceptable state
of our country.” Paul Joslin, 6080 Terrace Dr.,
Johnston, IA 50131; tel., (515) 278-0960; e-mail,
phj4@cornell.edu; Marion Steinmann, 237 West
Highland Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19118-3819; e-
mail, cjoiner@ix.netcom.com.
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Joanne Gully De Wolf is enjoying Napa Val-
ley and retirement living. She reports that grand-
son Jeffrey and family are moving to Singapore,
where Jeff is establishing a new plant for the
Swedish company that makes Tetonpak. Classmate
Bill Reynolds died in November. The last message
we had from him was that he shared the same
floor of the Riderwood Retirement Community,
Silver Spring, MD, with three other Cornellians:
Arlene Getz Solomon and Bob ’44, PhD ’52, and
Janet Stemerman Rochlin ’50.

When I get news from classmates that I don’t
recognize, I often look them up in the 1951 Cor-
nellian, our yearbook. I looked up Arthur Kalish,
Old Westbury, NY, and found that he was SDA vice
president, on the NAACP board, and had an NROTC
scholarship. But most memorably he was varsity
captain of the intercollegiate billiard team. So I
e-mailed him and asked whether he still played
billiards. He answered, “I think I may have played
billiards once since I graduated. The problem was
finding players who knew the difference between
billiards and pool. After a while, it got to the
point where, if I tried to play, I would only embar-
rass myself. Pity.” Harold “Mike” and Rose Gould
report that grandson Michael Gould was accepted
for Cornell this fall. “Always work to be done,” he
says, on his Pavilion, NY, farm. Robert ’49, BArch
’50, MRP ’54, and Elizabeth Robinson Von
Dohlen took a CAU course on Namibia in 2006.

Sabra “Piper” Baker Staley, Arlington, VA,
writes, “At Cornell I was in the pilots’ club. Now I
sometimes hang out at the College Park (MD) Air-
port Museum—at the same field on which Broth-
ers Orville and Wilbur gave flight lessons to Army
pilots. I give occasional flying lessons to half-pint
visitors. I use a 1939 Taylorcraft, sans some of its
necessary pieces and well grounded on the mu-
seum floor. The pilots kick the rudder pedals vio-
lently, if they can reach them, and bang the con-
trol wheel. Rudder, ailerons, and imagination all
work well.” The latest Staley Standard has a letter
to the editor from Phyllis Harvey Larrabee about
the new columnist, a black snake named Henry. “I
think you’ve found your columnist! Hire him before
he slithers away. Besides, he already owns a snug
little house that could easily convert to a suitable
office.” Piper time-shares Henry’s log cabin.

Bill, MBA ’53, and Marilyn Field, Coronado,
CA, spent ten days on the Amalfi Coast last Sep-
tember. They stayed at the Hotel Santa Caterina
in Amalfi, which has spectacular views of the Bay
of Salerno and, eight floors down the cliff, a
swimming pool and access to the bay if one
prefers to swim there. “We spent most of our
time, however, at Pompeii, Herculaneum, and
Paestum, and climbing what seemed like every
step in Amalfi, Positano, and other lovely hillside
towns, of which Montepertuso and the restaurant
Il Ritrovo was our favorite. Bill has a new blog
(on tax reform with a review of each of the pres-
idential candidates’ positions on the subject and
his own view) at http://wsf-fieldvision.blogspot.
com. The earlier posting is entitled “A Better Way
To Promote Democracy.” Please send your news
to: Brad Bond, 101 Hillside Way, Marietta, OH
45750; tel., (740) 374-6715; e-mail, bbond101@
suddenlink.net.
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or unique contributions. Thank you, and congrat-
ulations, Mibs and Don. Thanks, too, to Paul and
Polly Prine Herman, who have updated the Class
of ’52 Web page. Check it out at http://classof
52.alumni.cornell.edu.

I’m back from the CACO Mid-Winter Meeting,
held February 8-9 in Philadelphia. A small group
had lunch with Jean Brown Craig, who was unable
to attend the meetings. Among those at Friday’s
dinner at the Union League Club with other classes
of the ‘50s were Jack Carpenter, Dean and Lynn
Heidelberger MacEwen, Elden and Bibi Antrim
Hartshorn, Trudy Serby Gildea, Joy Rees Hoffman,
Jan Hofman McCulloch, Judy Calhoun Schurman,
Catherine McDonald Hegeman, and Terry, JD ’56,
and Dori Crozier Warren. At Saturday’s meetings
I learned of a completely revamped Cornell Alumni
Magazine website (with access to Class Notes
restricted to subscribers) and a bit about a Dues
Payer Rewards Program. Joy ran a good class
meeting in the afternoon. A highlight was Terry
and Dori’s preliminary report on our 60th Reunion.
The class dinner and meetings are open to all, so
if you are near Philadelphia on February 6-7, 2009,
join us. It’s a great way to reconnect.

An e-mail from Pierre Tonachel (ptonachel@
earthlink.net) was a rapid response to Suressa
Holtzman Forbes’s suggestion that she’d like to
hear from him. I forwarded it. Briefly, Pierre and
wife Julia are still in Greenwich Village. He is
painting less, writing more, and working with
investment clients. Pierre attended Wartermargin’s
60th anniversary in Ithaca in September. He had
good things to say about it, as well as the campus
and fellow anniversary attendees Al Galson, Jim
Gibbs, and Dick Reichart. A letter from Bob
Pfeifer ’50, MBA ’51, provided information about
the late Stu Merz, LLB ’57’s career at Jones Day in
Cleveland and his support of Fairmont Presbyterian
Church. It also contained a reminiscence of Stu’s
athletic achievements as an undergraduate and his
coaching of the 150-lb. football team while in law
school. It is good to be remembered.

The fall News Forms brought word from people
not heard from recently. Fraeda Aronovitz Parish,
Margate, FL, is still working. She lists her day job
as “Post Closer: Capital Abstract and Title Insur-
ance Policies.” She spends her off-hours on the
computer, reading, listening to sports events, and
visiting her “five kids and ten grandkids.” Fraeda,
a widow, wishes someone from the family lived
in or near Margate. Harrison Efferth, BArch ’53,
Westlake, OH, is a Christian Science practitioner
and teacher. His after-hours work relates to his
branch church in Rocky River, OH. His wife Evie
died in 2007. Harry moved from a house they’d
long occupied to a condo in July 2007. He sold
the house in two days, which must be some kind
of record. Gordon Brooks, Nokomis, FL, is retired
and enjoying life. He was 90 years old on April 7,
2008. He bikes and reads. He and wife Janet spend
summers in Canada on the shores of Lake Huron.

I have a note from Eleanor Tynan Bent’s
daughter saying that Eleanor, who was widowed in
February, is in the severe stage of Alzheimer’s, but
does like hearing from former classmates, as that
period is what she remembers most. Her daughter
would be happy to relay any messages. She can be
reached at: Sharon Bent-LaBarbera, 1013 Montrose
Blvd., Lafayette, LA 70503. Walter Cox (wicox@
econophone.ch) writes from Rüschlikon, Switzer-
land, that his day job is “cleaning up ‘paper
work’—it never ends.” He belongs to a fitness club
and gets out walking. He and Ingeborg commute
to Berlin, where they have an apartment. L. James

51 Don ’52 and Mibs Martin Follett,
Bethlehem, PA, have been selected
as Frank H. T. Rhodes Exemplary

Alumni Service Award winners for 2008. The cer-
emony will be held September 26 during Home-
coming. The Folletts were named Foremost Bene-
factors of Cornell by Hunter Rawlings in 1999.
Congratulations again! Jack Howell sent me a Buf-
falo News obituary for John Kirschner, LLB ’53, a
2002 and 1998 honoree for both awards, who
died January 13. John, a lawyer active in commu-
nity affairs, was named a lifetime member of the
University Council in 1996 and served on the Arts
and Real Estate councils. He helped create the
first real estate course at Cornell, which now offers
an advanced degree in that specialty. He was also
on the Cornell Law School Dean’s Advisory Coun-
cil and a leader in Buffalo’s Cornell Club.

Aaron and Shelley Epstein Akabas celebrated
their birthdays last year with a Memorial Day
family weekend—three children, their spouses,
and nine grandchildren—in Iceland. Their oldest
grandson, Samuel ’07, graduated last May from
the Arts college, Shai is in the Class of ’09, and
Tal is in Civil Engineering’s Class of ’11. Shelley
directs a research center at Columbia’s School of
Social Work called the Workplace Center and
chairs both the Social Enterprise Administration
As a Method of Practice and the World of Work As
a Field of Practice.

Tomas Blohm writes from Caracas, Venezuela,
that he has just turned 80 and is still raising
crocodiles. He speculates that managing to avoid
them may be why he has had that many birth-
days. Robert, MBA ’53, and Sandy Chachkes
Temkin ’55 feel honored by a Presidential Citation
signed by George W. Bush for Bob’s pro bono hos-
pital work as a Medicare advisor and counselor in
Rochester, NY (even though Bob is a Democrat).
George Bantuvanis, Ithaca, NY, still has fond
memories of our 55th Reunion, and thanks all who
helped or came. “It was a great ‘once in a lifetime’
experience.” Thank you, George, for taking it on.

52 Don and Mibs Martin Follett ’51
have been awarded the 2008
Frank H. T. Rhodes Exemplary

Alumni Service Award. This prize is given for
extraordinary alumni service in terms of leadership
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McKnight writes from East Longmeadow, MA. He
is partially retired, having founded Lomac Inc. in
1963. The John Deere Equipment dealer is now
mostly run by the second generation. Jim is in-
volved in multiple community projects including a
small cemetery, Norcross House Foundation, Lions
Club, and church activities. Jim’s wife Janet died
ten years ago. “Life hasn’t been the same.”

Arnold and Betty Ann Brundage Huntress
’54 live in Midland, MI (arnhunt@concentric.net).
Arnie is a retired chemical engineer, having worked
44 years at Dow Corning Corp. in silicon chemistry.
He did research and quality control, among other
things, and worked on NASA Apollo and Gemini
space flights, “materials plus much else,” both in
Michigan and Florida. He plays trombone in orches-
tras and bands and with a group called Just Trom-
bones. They played at the opening of the Midland,
MI, stadium and also play at malls and churches.
He played in Florida in January. Arnold and Betty
Ann belong to the Sarasota-Manatee Cornell Alum-
ni Club and love their activity schedule. Their old-
est grandchild, Jeffrey Gilmour ’11, a freshman
at Cornell, is a third-generation Cornellian and a
member of the Big Red Band.

Looking at recent lists, I’m struck by how
many of you live in Florida. I wonder, do you ever
miss the sight of leafless trees climbing brown or
white hills? Joan Boffa Gaul, 7 Colonial Place,
Pittsburgh, PA 15232; e-mail, joangaul@mac.com.
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fishing to the Monroe County Fair (been there,
recommend it hugely) to the arts to Cedar Point
(proclaimed the roller coaster capital of the
world) to the Toledo Mud Hens.

Jerry Adler (Davis, CA), one of the few class-
mates to list Mitchell Air and the Cricket Club
among his undergraduate pursuits in the ’53 Cor-
nellian yearbook, reports: “Having previously
retired from the Air Force and from local politics,
I have now retired from private law practice and
am catching up on everything.” Bob Neff, JD
’56, when last heard from, was moving (gradu-
ally) from Princeton, NJ, to Pinehurst, NC. His
youngest son, Will, finished high school near
home and has moved on to college in the middle
south (also near home). Jack Otter (Savannah,
GA) proudly passes along news of his grandchild
John M. Otter V. Jack says his best day at Cornell
was the day he pledged Deke. Look for him at
Reunion LV (that’s a classical 55, right?).

From Jack Golodner (Washington, DC): “I’ve
been retired since ’01 and have been overwhelmed
since then by all the things I don’t have to do.
So I don’t do them. So I have nothing new to
report.” All-time favorite Cornellian? “Patrick, the
golden retriever. No ego. No bravado. Easy going.
Just good company for four years.” Best day at
Cornell? “Sunday. No classes; sleep late.” Two
landmarks are in view for reunion co-chairperson
Mort Bunis, JD ’55, and wife Anita (Brown),
Grad: a significant wedding anniversary and a
grandson heading Far Above (Class of ’12). He was
accepted early and aims for the stars, maybe, as
a designer of flying machines.

Our class secretary Caroline Mulford Owens
(back in Bridgeton, NJ, her old home town) has
been deeply into environmental activities: “pre-
serving the area watershed and its rural quality
of life, trying to check developmental sprawl
creeping into the garden of the Garden State,”
and “supporting educational programs of Jersey’s
tall ship, the A. J. Meerwald, a restored oyster
schooner.” Retired after years of teaching applied
linguistics at the U. of Iowa, Roberta Grannis
Abraham and husband William ’51 are settling
into a retirement community. Their five children
and families are scattered around the East and
Midwest. Louise Stone Spring (Harrison, NY) puts
polish on these golden years as a “professional
volunteer.” Barbara Querze Weinreich, MEd ’54
(Orlando, FL), grandmother of ten and winner of
the Community Leadership Award of Orlando’s
Jewish Family Services, names her all-time fa-
vorite Cornellian—Ezra himself, whose “great
vision made it happen.” Writer Deborah Cornell
Henderson (Ponte Vedra Beach, FL) agrees. Ezra
is numero uno all-time with her, too, and not just
because she’s his great-great-granddaughter.

Infrequently seen or heard from these 50-
something years, Jean Van Kleek Pettigrew
(Tryon, NC) showed Jim ’51 and Pat Gunderson
Stocker the Blue Ridge Mountains last spring. In
return, they tried to lure her back for the 55th
(it would be her first).

It’s not too unusual for former ’53 prez and
recurrent reunion chairperson Claire Moran Ford
to have the last word. So, favorite reunion rem-
iniscence: “Attending the reunion of the class
before mine and having a woman run up and hug
me. And I couldn’t remember her name. It came
to me a moment later, and we had a lovely visit
going over old memories.” There will be a lot of
that going around next month. Jim Hanchett,
300 1st Ave., Apt. 8B, NYC 10009; e-mail,
jch46@cornell.edu.

c

53 A magazine said Cornell was the
hottest in the Ivy League, but,
golly, we’ll have air-conditioning

this June, and elevators, too, in the like-new fresh-
man Mews Dorm into which we are booked. We
don’t know whether the temperatures will be in the
90s or 60s on June 5-8. It could be both. But our
Fab 55th looked like a hot ticket back on Ground-
hog Day when about 100 classmates had said they
would definitely be with us, and many more
thought they’d probably be there. It’s not too late
to sign up for the revels. It’s never too late—right
up to ‘round midnight of Reunion Saturday.

A caucus of classmates previewed June in
February, dining with a few score others our age
at Philadelphia’s Union League during the Mid-
Winter Meeting of the Cornell Association of Class
Officers (CACO)—smoothly, as always, orchestrated
by Jane Little Hardy. A cadre of some we have
come to consider the usual suspects welcomed the
less-frequent appearances of Elaine Cohen Levitt,
Bill Heinsohn, and Nancy Ralph Balbus at the
Union League. Joyce Wisbaum Underberg, to whom
the idea of graciously dining there is especially
dear, was missed. Medical stuff kept her home in
Rochester, but she promises to be with us in June.
The dining was five-star quality. The after-dinner
singalong, with Dave Dingle ’50 at the keyboard,
was of vintage caliber. Class officers met during the
weekend to consider ways to build a better reunion.

His best day at Cornell? Jerry Jakes (Toledo,
OH) remembers it well: “When Russ MacLeod and
I crashed a freshman dance and I met my wife to
be (the former Emilyn Larkin ’55).” Now, says he,
she loves her job so much she has stayed with it.
So Jerry, who’s a retired management consultant,
and “a number of us have banded together to
create a new identity and global address for our
region (Northwest Ohio and Southeast Michigan)
called Lake Erie West.” It’s a merging of private
and public interests to promote the region in a
number of ways, putting forth the word on a
wide range of local attractions, from Great Lakes

54 I’m leavin’ on a jet plane, my
bags are packed, and I’m rarin’
to go. I’m headed for the

Serengeti’s migration show. Your correspondent
is off once more to check out the wild critters in
the African Bush. The roars, the trumpeting, the
rattle and chatter, the night sounds are all music
to my ears. Africa has its own special mystique
that encompasses and holds you in its ancient
embrace. I love it.

Bus Ryan writes that the “Fun Bunch”
planned to gather in March for a bit of golf, good
cheer, and reminiscing. The Hostages, Plamondons,
Andersons, Delacaves, Tulls, Fauntleroys, Marianis,
Fischers, and Ryans have been gathering for years.
Those friendships cover a period of 50-plus years.
It catches the breath to realize how long we have
had wonderful friendships, how many are Cornell-
ians, and how much we have been through to-
gether. Good friends truly are the best antiques.
Living close to water in St. Mary’s City, MD, and
retired since 1994, John Williamson’s activities
involve working on boats, sailing, and rowing his
single scull. If landlocked, he builds furniture and
works on cars. Jerry Ackerman is retired but still
working as an investment and financial consultant
with a tad of politics and golf thrown in the mix.
He was looking for Tony Trimis. A few keystrokes
and voilà—an address in Greece appeared. The
online Alumni Directory (https://directory.alumni.
cornell.edu) truly is a marvelous source book.

John Wolff sent a splendid note that de-
manded a bit of research on my part. John stated
that his “after-hours” time is spent reconstructing
proto-Austronesian phonology. Right. A couple of
hours later and much wiser, I understood what he
was doing and was totally intrigued. Great job,
this. One of his fond memories of those halcyon
years at Cornell was playing poker with the guys.
I do believe Howard Adlin spent too many winters
in the Chicago area. To say he is enjoying his move
to Tampa is an understatement. The Chamber of
Commerce would do well to publish his endorse-
ment of Florida weather. We received a note from
another Floridian (there are lots of you), more
specifically, Phyl Hubbard Jore, who has “moved
house” to a new apartment in Winter Park. Our
past Prez Bob Levitan is retired but still working
on class business. Good to hear from you, Bob.

Those traveling Wilsons, Jane (Gregory)
and Lynn, have been at sea once more. This time
they floated about for 64 days traveling from
Siberia to Hawaii, obviously taking the long way
around via the southern route, soaking up all the
sun they could find. If you need advice on life at
sea, consult the Wilsons, if you can catch them.
I received a great note from Rhoda Brenner
Marks of New York City. She and husband Bill are
wellness consultants and indoor air specialists
with Shaklee Corp. Rhoda appears to have a very
full dance card; i.e., going to Lincoln Center and
Juilliard, both across the street, committee work
at her synagogue, bridge, working out, enter-
taining four grandsons, and recently taking the
family on a cruise for her 75th. Rhoda thanks
Cornell for the outstanding training she received
in the Early Childhood Education department.

June Greene Wood is successfully recovering
from major back surgery and will slowly resume the
Ski Meisters’ hiking program, Elderhostel adven-
tures, visiting grandkidlets in California, and hik-
ing gentle slopes in the Rockies. Good friends are
among those things June remembers fondly. June,
recover and return to the Hill in 2009. Nancy
“Lisa” Rink Kelly and husband Dick are settling
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into two new homes: one in Henniker, NH, and
the other in Tucson, AZ. Summers are spent totally
immersed in grandchildren activities: 4-H horse
shows, Little League, theatre productions, etc. They
spent their 50th anniversary in Steamboat Springs
with three generations all participating in snow
sports. This was all accomplished while Lisa was
recovering from knee replacement surgery. Arling-
ton Harman is speaker for Storm Eye Inst., School
of Ophthalmology, Medical U. of South Carolina,
Charleston research projects that keep him travel-
ing all over the state. James Martin, Alamo, CA,
finds he now has the time to relax and enjoy hunt-
ing and cruising. In recalling what he liked best
about Cornell he said it was all great, but perhaps
he did not fully appreciate it at the time.

And a closing reminder of our 55th Reunion
in 2009. Save the dates, June 4-7. You have but
a year to recall great memories and friends you’d
love to see again. Leslie Papenfus Reed, 500
Wolfe St., Alexandria, VA 22314; e-mail, ljreed@
speakeasy.net.

c

Elly Rohrlich Koeppel, who lives in my old
hometown of Mamaroneck, finds herself “happily
occupied doing small-job interior decorating and
enjoying three grandchildren.” Philip Alkon, PhD
’74, and wife Sally are back from a trip to Eng-
land. Phil gave a paper at an international bio-
acoustics conference, and they took in Stratford,
the Cotswolds, and Bath. They also enjoyed “a
great cruise” to Alaska and sightseeing at Denali
and the Kenai Peninsula. Martha Bliss Safford’s
son John is now president of the investment com-
pany his father, Nick, founded 30 years ago. Keep-
ing it all in the family, Nick is chairman and treas-
urer, while John’s wife and Martie assist in the
office. The Saffords have visited many foreign
countries, but tried something new last fall: they
wanted to see the scenery that inspired the work
of the Hudson River painters. So based at the
West Point Hotel, they watched “constant river
traffic”—yachts, tugs, barges, cruise ships, kayaks,
and the West Point crew—go by. Last spring they
visited Assisi with Elderhostel, and learned that
St. Francis, the Etruscans, and the Greeks started
the Renaissance in that area, just south of Flo-
rence. You’re never too old to learn new things (or
to catch up on what you may have forgotten).

Irene Adler Hirsch describes the “tremendous
positive feelings” associated with “enlisting” in
the Israeli Army. The organization Sar-El welcomes
members from all countries ages 19-80s to become
international volunteers. Renie is encouraged by
the “very cool peace with the Arabs, instead of a
hot war.” She’s studying Russian and art, plus
directing and acting in a group production of
Barefoot in the Park, and continues to develop the
Israel Cornell Club (“We have our own website—
look us up!”). One busy lady! Joe and Vera Steiner
Simon have entertained a few Cornellians recently.
Paul Kalinich, LLB ’57, stopped by on Super Bowl
Sunday, and the Simons also had lunch with Dave
Biddle ’57 and his wife.
Renee Miller Mayer says
she and Joe are still enjoy-
ing their work as a doctor
and lawyer, but trying to
reduce their hours to
spend more time with
their children (two in the
NYC area, one in San
Diego, and one in Swarth-
more, PA). “I like it in
Port Washington,” says
Renee. “It’s on Manhasset
Bay and yet just 30 or 40
minutes from NYC.”

Ken Sanderson says,
“There’s no surf in Sara-
sota (where we live) and I
need to be picky (I can’t swim!).” So in response
to the query of where he’d rather be, Ken’s
response was, “Body surfing at Horseshoe Beach
in Bermuda, Margate Beach, NJ, Padre Island, TX,
or beginner’s beach in Hawaii.” Ken nominated one
of his former students for the presidency of Cornell,
figuring that Cornell was due for “a posey picker
president. It’s time we received some respect!”
Although that student was not chosen to head up
Cornell, he was named president of Auburn U.
Like many other ’55 classmates, the Sandersons
have traveled widely: London, Paris, Buenos
Aires, Athens, Moscow, Berlin, and St. Petersburg.
Says Ken, “I’ll go back—you won’t have to twist
my arm!” Ken and Barbara volunteer usher at
seven Sarasota theaters, and he was chosen to
be an audience “plant” or shill in Menopause, the

Musical. “It’s really difficult having a beautiful
actress sit on your lap and smooth your hair—
and I had to do it three times.” A tough assign-
ment, but somebody’s got to do it, I guess!

A final reminder to all: You don’t have to
wait for the News and Dues mailing to send in
your news. When you’re next on the computer,
just e-mail me and let me know what’s going on
in your life. I’d love to hear from you—and so
would your classmates. Nancy Savage Petrie,
nancypetrie@optonline.net. Class website, http://
classof55.alumni.cornell.edu.

c

55 About a year ago, an interesting
letter crossed my desk. It was
from Barbara Spencer Lehigh,

whom we knew as Bobbie. She writes, “I was at
Cornell scarcely a minute, and I was not loving
any second of that minute!” She managed to
“escape as early as possible,” at the end of our
first semester, December ’51. She goes on, “The
guy who sat next to me in Freshman English was
Roger Grigson from Downingtown, PA. I saw his
picture in the Maine Sunday Telegram about six
years ago. He was mentioned as being in charge
of the Historical Society activism there. I wrote
him a letter, and now we talk often.” Roger for-
warded Bobbie’s address to Cornell, but she still
protests. “It makes no sense to me to be consid-
ered a member of the class. I just didn’t want to
go to college, and still don’t!” Other friends she
remembers from her brief stay in Ithaca were
Dwight “Foxy” Harrington, Steve Sandler, Ann
Blodgett Brown, and Stephanie Wilson Douglass.

From Virginia, Pete Bowell reports, “James-
town 2007 (America’s 400th anniversary) com-
memoration is now history, and it’s on to the
Democracy Conference, to be held at various ven-
ues in Williamsburg in mid-September.” Pete and
wife Margie have enjoyed getting together with
Bob Steele ’57 and his wife. He also met some-
one who did aviation legal work with classmate
and fraternity brother Carroll “Duke” Dubuc. Pete
says he aims to get Duke down to Williamsburg for
a get-together, and he also looks forward to vis-
iting with “any classmates venturing to Williams-
burg.” Give him a little advance notice, since
they’re frequently out of the area.

Speaking of Duke, he was one of a very small
group of class officers who attended the annual
CACO Mid-Winter Meeting in Philadelphia this year.
Illness and prior family commitments reduced our
numbers, but the stalwarts who did show up were
class co-president Barbara Loreto Peltz, Mike
Avery, Nancy Livingston Hopkins, Phil Harvey,
Duke, and myself. It’s always a great opportunity
to find out what’s new on campus, meet up with
classmates and other friends, and attend a selec-
tion of workshops tailored to many different inter-
ests. Phil says that partial retirement is leaving
him with way too much time on his hands, so he’s
taking five classes at a local college and thinking
about putting out a Class of 1955 Coed Playmates
calendar. Any applicants?

56 Our Class of 1956 website is up
and running at http://classof
56.alumni.cornell.edu. Cornell

reports that they have approximately 600 e-mail
addresses for classmates. If yours has changed
recently or if you think Cornell doesn’t have it,
please forward the information to them at
alumni-updates@cornell.edu.

Wedding news from Carole Biller Goldfarb,
Old Westbury, Long Island: “The BIG news is that,
after living together for 37 years, Ted Goldstein
and I decided to get married last summer. We had
a lovely wedding at the Riviera in Massapequa on
Long Island Sound with 70 people, including
three sons, daughters-in-law, four grandchildren,
and other family members and friends sharing in
the celebration. We planned the wedding in two
months, including designing, handpainting, and
printing invitations and making the chuppah and
the bouquets. We had a blast. We’re planning a
‘honeymoon’ in India for a month, part of it with
a small group, the rest independently.” Congrat-
ulations and best wishes, Carole and Ted.

From Ronnie Hartman, Lakewood, CA: “This
summer, Sylvia and I were married 50 years! We
took all 19 in our family to the Galapagos, where

we renewed our vows. It
was more emotional than I
thought it could be. With
all 19 we then went on to
Machu Picchu. The entire
trip was marvelous.” Ron-
nie and Sylvia will be hon-
ored this month at the
synagogue. Ronnie is still
practicing ophthalmology
at the U. of California,
Irvine Medical School,
where he teaches resi-
dents and students. Con-
gratulations, Ronnie, on
all your honors.

Ed Berkowitz, Wash-
ington, DC, our class offi-

cer of long standing, announced his retirement
from the legal profession earlier this year. Ed and
Lois (Ullman) ’59 plan to travel, hike, and bike,
and continue their involvements in their commu-
nity activities. In response to the question posed
in my last column, Ed searched the Widow archives
and found the answer to the question, “What is a
‘yeagerburger’? Per the Widow of October 1954, the
yeagerburger formula is ‘a hamburger garnished
with bacon, lettuce, and tomato.’ “ Ed adds that
the recipe has since gained fame in McDonald’s as
a ‘baconburger’ and they’ve made millions on it.
The tragedy of all this, adds Ed, is that neither Bob
Yeager ’55, BArch ‘57 (his fellow Widow journal-
ist) nor the Widow ever filed for a patent on the
recipe in 1954. “What did we know? We were kids,”
says Ed. “But if we had, I’d be retired to my villa

‘I’ve been
overwhelmed
by all the
things I don’t
have to do.’Jack Golodner ’53
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in the south of France.” Thanks, Ed, for being our
class historian on this one.

Paul (Dartmouth ’57) and Margot Lurie Zim-
merman have packed their bags again and are off
to Ghana in the western part of Africa to visit
their son Jon and his family. Jon, on leave from
New York U., has a one-term teaching position in
Accra, and his wife Susan is a practicing physician.
Jon and Susan have followed in Margot and Paul’s
tradition of helping those in developing countries.

And, finally, here’s the honor roll of classmates
who have attended those wonderful CAU classes
this past year. (And again it is important to note
that Curt Reis and Ernie Stern were the two who

originally spearheaded this wonderful Cornell tra-
dition.) Attending Holy War: Crusade and Jihad in
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam taught by Prof.
Ross Brann were myself, Ed Berkowitz, and Robert
Meyer of Wilmington, DE. Attending a sculpture
studio was Bruce Bloom, Southhold, NY, while his
family also attended that class plus Perfect Plants
for the Perfect Garden: A Cornell Plantations Work-
shop. Marcia and Joseph Bograd (Pompton Lakes,
NJ) and Ron ’55 and Joyce Kemins Ganeles
attended Great American Trials of the Twentieth
Century with professors Glenn Altschuler, PhD
’76, and Faust Rossi, JD ’60. Percy Edwards
Browning, our reunion chair, and Ellie Goldman
Frommer (super real estate broker in New York
City) and husband Herb improved their excellent
golf games at the CAU clinic. And at the WWII
class entitled The Good War with the Silbey team
(Prof. Joel and his son David ’90) were Clarence
and Margaret Muirhead Tyler of Stuart, FL.

Keep your news coming to Stephen Kitten-
plan and me if you want to see your lives
revealed and reported on in this column. 
Phyllis Bosworth, 8 East 83rd St., New York, NY
10028; e-mail, phylboz@aol.com.

c

A class meeting followed at which Judy Richter
Levy, LLB ’59, was awarded a model of a SEPTA
bus with a plaque inscribed: “Presented to Judith
R. Levy by fellow Class of ’57 officers for dra-
matically commandeering a bus for our rescue
from a Phrigid Philadelphia street corner on 19
January 2007.” The episode happened after last
year’s class dinner, held in the Cat House of the
Philadelphia Zoo. Arrangements had been made
for cabs to pick us up at 10 p.m. but they never
showed. So Judy took charge, stopped a city bus,
and talked the driver into taking us part of the
way to the hotel. As we started to get out some
change for the fare we were informed that all we

had to do was show our Medicare cards. The pas-
sengers on the bus in southeast Philly couldn’t
believe what was happening, especially the
woman who boarded at the next stop with her
birthday balloons and was serenaded by the Class
of ’57 singers. It really was a hoot . . . but I
guess you had to be there.

Karen Anderson Mahshi, a semi-retired land-
scape architect, has her plate full of extracurric-
ular activities. She is on the board of directors of
California Garden Clubs Inc., volunteers at the local
arboretum near her Concord, CA, home, works with
Concord/Diablo Rotary (especially with their quilt-
ing project), and is a member of the Herb Society
of North America. If Nancy McIlroy Neupert, MS
’60, is reading this, Karen would like to hear from
you. And in the good news department, Susan
Breslow Dillon writes that her daughter received
a kidney transplant last September from an altru-
istic stranger. Judith Reusswig, 19 Seburn Dr.,
Bluffton, SC 29909; e-mail, JCReuss@aol.com.

c

visiting international farmers. He also acts as the
pro bono administrator of his church.

Marty Wolfe, MD ’61, claims to be “semi-
semi-retired,” teaching at Georgetown Medical
School in Washington three days a week. His son
and two sons-in-law, doctors all, have produced
six grandchildren, who enjoy Marty and Lotte’s
winter condo on Captiva Island and summer home
on Block Island. Henry Kammerer is also in the
“semi” mode, still consulting in the area of satel-
lite control rockets. He recently reached the Mt.
Everest base camp at 18,700 feet, which he
reports as challenging but rewarding. Roy Opitz
is retired from the real world, but has downsized
residentially from Devon, PA, to Raleigh, NC,
with all the time-consuming travail of a major
move and several volunteer projects.

Bennett Brown is hitting it full-time as
president and part owner of a sheet metal com-
pany in Southern California. He’ll probably be at
it for some time, having recently bought out his
chief competitor. He is also president of his 48-
unit condo association and “social” dances three
or four nights a week, and spent time last sum-
mer hiking in Turkey and sailing around the
Mediterranean. Dwight Emanuelson is still active
in the securities business in Hilton Head, and has
been involved in a number of collections of
paintings relevant to the east end of Long Island.

John Seiler, suitcase2@aol.com.c

57 I was unable to attend the an-
nual CACO Mid-Winter Meeting in
Philadelphia in February, but

some intrepid correspondents who were there filled
me in on the activities. Enjoying the Friday night
dinner organized by Bert Grunert DeVries and Phil
McIndoo at the Caribou Café were Dori Goudsmit
Albert, Stu MacKay, Betty Starr King, Connie
Santagato Hosterman, Bob and Linda Watts, and
Charlie and Gil Parker. Joining in the conversa-
tions were Bill and Jan Charles Lutz, Walt, PhD
’62, and Dixie Davis Curtice ’56, Dan and Debbie
Moore, and Alan and Nancy Kressler Lawley.

The next day was devoted to morning work-
shops, discussion panels, and luncheon. Betty King
tells me that the speaker was terrific. Senior lec-
turer in History, Carol Kammen, delighted the audi-
ence with excerpts from letters written by prospec-
tive students to A. D. White and Ezra Cornell. She
pointed out how Cornell, in accepting women, was
so different in those days from other Ivy League
schools, thereby forcing some to establish women’s
colleges, e.g., Harvard/Radcliffe, Brown/Pembroke.

Phil McIndoo sent word of a fascinating trip
on which he has embarked. Having spent Christ-
mas in Quebec City (Europe 1-1/2 hours from
NYC), he spent a month in New Zealand, then on
to Thailand to board a “true” four-masted sailing
ship for a 38-day cruise across the Indian Ocean
to the Red Sea, through the Suez Canal to the
Mediterranean Sea, spending time unwinding in
Greece. Let’s hope the natives can tolerate the
kilts (and legs) he displayed with Stu MacKay
and Tony Cashen, MBA ’58, at our 50th. All this
after last summer in Europe and on the Canadian
shore of Lake Erie. While in England, he attended
a conference in Oxford concerning the Brits’ views
on ancient wars, including the Roman escapades
of bygone days. Details of his current wanderings
will be available in later columns.

On the agrarian front, Paul Garrett sells barn
equipment to dairy farmers, and creates and places
all the print advertising in conjunction with that
endeavor. He saves time to spoil his grandchildren,
missing few or none of their games, plays, con-
certs, etc. He and Sandy have built a home on
the St. Lawrence River. They traveled to Alaska
last summer and recently returned from a week in
China. Sam Leadley, PhD ’67, is in the cattle busi-
ness, specializing in management of heifers and
touring farms both in the US and Canada with

‘Bill and Gwen Glenn moved into 
their new adobe home in Taos, NM.’Jenny Tesar ’59

58 Here’s the final reunion update
from Jim Harper: “We’re getting
close. Our four-day, 2008 50th

Reunion Weekend is upon us. We are psyched at
the prospect of seeing all of you back on the Hill
in about a month. And, moreover, there’s great
news for the executive who’s been too busy to
register, for the diva who will always delay and
then make the grand entrance, or for the trader
who has been holding out for a better deal—like
two weeks in Ithaca. Yes, you can still register
by going this minute to http://classof58.alumni.
cornell.edu to sign up. It’s quick and easy. You’ll
see your information go in just the way you
enter it. And it’s instantaneous.

“Bill and Toni Tuck (wmtuck@earthlink.net)
quite likely will be with us. Bill will be sporting a
new hip, but feels confident that his motor func-
tions will have been restored and he’ll have the
mobility to navigate the campus. He may skip the
chimes concert atop the Libe Tower. Son Ned has
recently accepted a faculty position at Mohawk
Valley Community College, which brings him back
to the neighborhood. Larry and Linda Pearson
have seven children and 17 grandchildren (three
girls and 14 boys) between them. Larry has retired
after 30 years with IBM. Linda writes and lectures
on ornithology. They are enthusiastic participants
at Cornell’s Adult University summer sessions and
also look forward to returning to Ithaca for
reunion if their schedule stays clear.

“Mike and Sally Horner (mhorner4@earth-
link.net) own and operate the Tom Sawyer camps
in Pasadena and Arcadia and the Catalina Island
camps at the islands’ west end. In this business,
June is a heavy month, but daughter Sarah
directs operations at Tom Sawyer while son Tom
and his wife Maria are in charge on the island,
so the Horners conceivably could get away. In
addition, Sally has her 50th at Connecticut Col-
lege the week before ours (they’re going to that
one). Mike confessed to attending a celebration
marking the 75th anniversary of his Pittsburgh
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grade school coupled with a reunion of his 8th
grade classmates, so we would be very surprised,
even shocked, not to see the Horners in our tent
on opening day. Don Frisch, MS ’63 (frischdr@
comcast.net) wrote during the winter that he had
just returned from a Utah ski trip. With nine feet
of snow in seven days, we’re lucky to get him
back at all. Next stop will be Ithaca, with Herb
Hess expected to be riding sidecar. Don and Jan
have three grandchildren, two girls in Milwaukee
and a boy in Los Angeles.

“Any last minute concerns can be addressed
by reunion co-chairs Gerry Linsner (glinsner@
verizon.net), Betty Anne Steer Merritt (at cell
(973) 214-5671 and esm33@cornell.edu), or Alan
Goldman (alangoldman@comcast.net); or by co-
presidents Carol Boeckle Welch (carolwelch@att.
net) or Chuck Hunt (echunt@aol.com).” Thank
you, Jim!

Many of us are coming up to our 50th wed-
ding anniversary this year, but a few have cele-
brated already. Mick and Joan Bleckwell McHugh
renewed their vows with their family present in
Hawaii. Both are still working: Joan is a clinical
social worker working with adolescents, and Mick
is a dentist. They both play tennis and enjoy
entertaining. She would love to hear from Paul
Tregurtha ’57. Dick Haines and wife Liz cele-
brated their 50th anniversary with their children
and grandchildren at the Hotel Del Coronado in
San Diego. Robert Rasmussen sadly lost his wife
Lynn (West) ’60 last year right before their 49th
anniversary. Bob (boblynn@global2000.net) is a
consultant in philanthropy and would love to be
traveling and renewing old friendships, but unfor-
tunately has been handling estate matters and
trying to adjust and cope with a new life.

Philip Coombe Jr. retired in 1996 as com-
missioner of the New York State Corrections Dept.
and is now helping to build a new addition to the
library in Grahamsville. He is still involved in run-
ning his farm—raising Angus beef cattle. He is
also involved in a project called “The Renais-
sance,” beautifying the town. His town has won
awards for the past seven years. One of his fond-
est memories of Cornell was working at the beef
barns. Greta Hanff Scanlan (wgscanlon@comcast.
net) is retired and busy with many volunteer obli-
gations. She taught continuing education through
Chesapeake College for 20-plus years. She also
loves to travel and has an avid interest in knitting
and quilting. One of her fondest Cornell memories
is “the crowd I worked with as a head waitress in
Balch III and IV. It was a great way to earn my
way in a place I could not afford.”

Audrey Van Gorden Gehan (audreygehan@
hotmail.com) lives in Wolfeboro, NH. She volun-
teers a lot in the community and loves gardening
and bridge. She remembers her friends at Cornell
most fondly, but unfortunately didn’t stay con-
nected. Judith Bondy Marbach (jbmarbach@
yahoo.com) is a high school librarian in NYC. “After
hours” she is busy with the theater, opera, book
study club, travel, or gardening. Last year she
toured with a teachers group to Greece, Turkey,
and Israel. She loves visiting her children and ten
grandchildren. Her fondest Cornell memories are
being active at the Cornell Daily Sun, sorority liv-
ing, and ice skating on Beebe Lake. Marcia Fogel
Yeager (marbob@verizon.net) hosted the Cornell
Club of Maryland for lunch prior to their two-hour
sail aboard the tall ship Sultana, built in Chester-
town. She is busy with community organizations,
gardening, and bridge. She would love to hear
from Joe Lanza.

On a sad note, I have learned of the deaths
of two of our classmates, Bill Stevens and Jim
Harrison, BCE ’60. Both passed away last year.

Jan Arps Jarvie, jjarvie@sbcglobal.net; Dick
Haggard, dhaggard@voicenet.com. Class web-
site, for other news and events of the class,
http://classof58.alumni.cornell.edu.
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and during this past winter worked as a ski
patroller at Howelsen Hill.

Thanks to Ron Demer for sending along sev-
eral Christmas letters. Art Geoffrion, MS ORIE ’61,
who lives in Santa Monica, writes that he and his
wife “rendezvoused frequently” with their daugh-
ters’ families during the year and asks readers to
imagine a beautiful scene: “500 goats of all col-
ors grazing on unwanted Canada thistle weed in
a lakeshore meadow, mountains, and fluffy white
clouds in the background, with several herding
border collies keeping the goats on task. This is
what we saw for several days from our condo win-
dows in Frisco, CO (near Breckenridge) during our
usual summer month there. Organic weed control
at its pastoral best!” Art “plods dutifully” through
serious daily workouts, but his main passions con-
tinue to run in non-physical directions, chiefly
genealogy, service to certain professional organ-
izations and schools, and reading. A 2007 high-
light for him was his first trip to the National
Archives and the Library of Congress in Washing-
ton to research family history—”the results were
even more abundant than expected!”

Last summer Rochester residents Bert ’49 and
Gail Freeman Warner enjoyed a 14-day riverboat
cruise from Amsterdam to Vienna. The MS River
Discovery, launched in early 2007, was “so supe-
rior to our previous riverboat experience in accom-
modations and layout,” writes Gail. “Excellent
food, crew, and scenery!” Jim and Gwen Glenn
finally moved into their new adobe home in Taos,
NM, designed by Gwen’s brother and built by Taos
Indians on land the Glenns bought in 1971. They
christened the house in March 2007 with a family
reunion during which their four older grandkids
skied for the first time—with help from their more
proficient adult relatives. Kent Hewitt and his wife
Myra Maloney Hart ’62 have moved to Belmont,
MA—a condominium within walking distance of
daughter Holly Hart Muson ’86 and her family.
They welcomed their fifth grandchild, Sean Ryan
Russo, into the world on March 20, 2007. Jenny
Tesar, 97A Chestnut Hill Village, Bethel, CT 06801;
tel., (203) 792-8237; e-mail, jet24@cornell.edu.
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59 Five classmates attended the
103rd annual Mid-Winter Meeting
of the Cornell Association of Class

Officers (CACO) in Philadelphia on February 8-9:
Dave Dunlop, Barbara Hirsch Kaplan, Bill Day,
and George and Bobbie Greig Schneider. Writes
George: “All but Bill joined Barb and her husband
Les at a favorite Italian restaurant, where we
enjoyed a great meal and held a mini-class meet-
ing.” A major topic of conversation at CACO was
our 50th Reunion on June 4-7, 2009. Mark your
calendars! Class officers are starting a list of folks
who are planning to attend, or at least think they
may come. Let us know; you can contact me at the
address/e-mail at the end of this column.

Jerry Schultz, whose eye clinics have offices
in Indio and Yucca Valley, CA, is also associate
professor of ophthalmology at Loma Linda U. He
continues to focus his studies on a hereditary
anomaly called autosomal dominant cornea plana,
or microcornea, a condition in which corneal size
is substantially smaller in diameter than normal.
Jerry and colleagues at the UCLA corneal genetics
lab have so far been unsuccessful in efforts to iso-
late the gene causing this condition. Their recent
work has been published in the June 2007 issue
of Ophthalmic Genetics and has been presented at
meetings of the Association for Research in Vision
and Ophthalmology and the Int’l Congress of
Ophthalmology. Jerry also included the subject in
courses he chaired on ophthalmic genetics held
in Hyderabad, India, and at a medical school in
Bangkok, Thailand. Jerry’s work in India has
included participation in cataract camps for the
poor and demonstration surgery at meetings via
closed circuit television.

Radiologist Eddie Wind, who lives in a se-
cluded woody area in West Hills, NY, writes, “I
would enjoy hearing from those I knew in the
past.” (Come to reunion, Eddie!) He continues to
work full-time at Long Island Jewish Medical Cen-
ter, where he has practiced for more than 40 years.
He welcomed his fourth grandchild on New Year’s
Day. Proud mom, a former legal aid attorney, re-
sides in Manhattan and devotes her non-parenting
time to animal welfare and healthy school lunches.
Eddie’s son and daughter-in-law, parents of three,
are physicians and live in Evanston, IL. Barbara
Specht Drewry of West Harrison, NY, teaches at the
Audubon Center in Greenwich, CT, and works at her
community’s historical center, where she creates
displays that focus on local history.

Martha “Chris” Drake Young writes that her
husband Chan has been commuting to Italy,
where he is completing mounting his rock-break-
ing invention on special machines that work in
the Frejus railroad tunnel between Italy and
France. His invention is called CFI, controlled
foam injection. It breaks rock without explosions,
gases, or fly rock. He has received requests for
information and demonstrations from South
Africa, New Hampshire, and, closer to home, the
Henderson Mine in Colorado. “So much for retire-
ment!” says Chris. She continues to see clients
in her private practice of psychology. She also
volunteers on the Hayden Ambulance as an EMT,

60 Raoul Sudre reports from Pom-
pano Beach, FL, that he is “still
very active. I sold my company,

Aspen Spa Management, and took over the presi-
dency of Aspen Resorts Int’l, a company that
designs and manages wellness-oriented residential
communities and resorts that have an ecological
or ‘green’ approach.” The company is currently
working on projects in France, Greece, Morocco,
Nicaragua, Panama, Brazil, and the US. Raoul
spent Christmas 2007 in Paris with his daughter
Samantha ’97 and his grandson Benjamin, who
is 2-1/2. He says, “After two replacement hip sur-
geries, I am back golfing and look forward to ski-
ing again this coming winter. I am also enjoying
a new toy—a brand new Harley Davidson. Life is
great. I am having a ball!”

Ron Mallis, a senior planner with the Boston
architectural firm of Goody Clancy, has begun a
new project that, coincidentally, now takes him
to Ithaca on a regular basis. As Ron describes it,
“The City of Ithaca and Cornell are collaboratively
underwriting (meaning they’ve each pitched in 50
percent of the cost) the development of an urban
plan, with accompanying design guidelines and
new zoning, for Collegetown.” Ron is the project
manager and says, “It was a kick heading back to
Ithaca after, well, after quite a while. What was
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most striking, perhaps, was Ho Plaza; I’m hoping
we’ll be able to figure out a way to make College
Avenue (without detracting from Collegetown’s
own character) pick up some of the ‘gateway’
energy that the Plaza and the walk represent.”
Ron is also working on the New Orleans Plan for
Recovery and Rebuilding, and in 2007 he won a
Georgia APA Outstanding Implementation Award
for the West Savannah Revitalization Plan.

Also now found in Ithaca from time to time
is Dave Dresser, MEd ’66, who is serving as chair-
man of Sphinx Head’s Honorary Membership Com-
mittee. Dave, who spent much of his career as an
administrator at colleges in New York State, says,
“It’s great to be back on campus often and to be
associated with an impressive group of Cornell’s
undergraduate leaders.”

Congratulations to Michael Abedon, who, as
he says, “got married twice in November 2006—
on November 4 in Las Vegas (our first and only
visit there—great time, though!) and then again
on November 25 in a traditional ceremony with
immediate family near home. This blends well our
two families. Mine includes Stephen, who has two
children, Bruce, who has two children, Genevieve,
and Ari. Carol’s family includes three adult children,
Rob, Stefan, and Laura.” Michael, a semi-retired
orthodontist, sold his house in Newton, MA, and
reports that he and Carol “designed, by ourselves,
a modular-built house—built in Pennsylvania, with
finish work done at the site.” In August 2007, the
Abedons moved into their new house, which is in
Needham, MA. “All is well at this time.”

Sue Wood Brewer reports from Chapel Hill
that she and Don ’59 “continue to enjoy living in
one college town (home to the U. of North Car-
olina) and very close to another (Durham, home of
Duke U.). We try to take advantage of some of the
special opportunities here, but sometimes the tasks
of daily living seem to get in the way.” The Brew-
ers also travel regularly to visit their two married
sons: one a lawyer in New York City with two chil-
dren, the other an English professor at Ohio State,
also with two children. “A special aspect of this,”
says Sue, “is that we have three granddaughters,
after having no daughters and no sisters (either
Don or myself), so we are learning a new way of
looking at things.” Margaret McPhee Miano
sends word from New Providence, NJ, that she and
Ralph, PhD ’62, frequently see Tom ’58 and Betsy
Poit Cernosia. “They have homes in Morristown,
NJ, and Naples, FL, where we also spend the win-
ter.” Judy Singer Bercuvitz reports from Montreal
that her oldest child, Rick, welcomed a second
child in March 2007, a girl named Eve Bluma after
Rick’s godmother. “His family lives in Montreal,
which is very nice for us,” says Judy.

Walt Deitrich retired from Argonne National
Laboratory in 2003, after working there for 34
years in a variety of positions, including director
of the Reactor Engineering Division, director of
Engineering Research, and senior technical advi-
sor. In 1999, Walt won the U. of Chicago Distin-
guished Performance Award for lifetime contri-
butions to improved safety for nuclear reactors.
After leaving Argonne, says Walt, “Pat and I
moved to Vienna, where I served three years at
the Int’l Atomic Energy Agency. We returned to
the US in 2006 and moved to a new over-55
community in Naperville, IL. I have a part-time
appointment at Argonne, and I still have work for
the IAEA. I remain very busy.”

Since graduating from Albany Medical College
and completing his internship and residency in
San Francisco, David Chittenden has been an

orthopedic surgeon in the Bay Area, having estab-
lished his practice in 1971. He has also done vol-
unteer medical service in Tunisia and elsewhere.
When not busy with his surgical practice, David
does, as he says, “lots of hiking in the Sierras
and in Europe,” and has been a member of a ski
patrol for 20 years. He has three children and
one grandchild. Keep the news coming! Judy
Bryant Wittenberg, 146 Allerton Rd., Newton, MA
02461, e-mail, jw275@cornell.edu.
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Robert Stamper writes from San Francisco,
where he is director and professor of glaucoma
services at the UCSF School of Medicine. He also
is serving as president of the Northern California
Society for the Prevention of Blindness and has
recently lectured in Zurich, Singapore, and Cara-
cas. Brenda Young Crawford and husband Tony,
DVM ’62, are pursuing an interesting hobby and
sport—high-speed aviation. Brenda crewed at
the 2007 Reno National Championship Air Races
while Tony flew his plane Chicks Delight to third
place in the Sport Class Silver Division—at 279
mph! In addition to aviation, Brenda is involved
in travel and jewelry design.

We recently received a news release that Sam
Greenblatt, MD ’66, has been recognized with the
Lifetime Contribution Award by the Int’l Society of
the History of Neurosciences at their annual meet-
ing in Los Angeles. Congratulations to Sam. Judy
Rensin Mandell is currently spending her time
as a freelance writer and traveling with husband
Jerry ’58, MD ’62. They have celebrated 47 years
of marriage and entertain nine grandchildren (a
class record?). Judy asked if anyone has news
from Margo Zimmerman Fuld. Ellen Brock Narins
writes that she is still involved in public account-
ing with husband Dick, although semi-retired. She
is a docent at the Millard Fillmore House and a
trustee of the Aurora Historical Society.

Lynn Rothenberg Kay writes that she and
husband Richard ’58 continue to pursue their
leisure and professional lives. Lynn is a medical
assistant specializing in Crohn’s disease and coli-
tis. She is also enjoying her role as grandmother
to her grandsons from Andrew ’91, BA ’94, and
Steven ’94. Also in the mailbag was a note from
Joseph Santamaria, BArch ’62. He is maintaining
a 20-hour-per-week schedule with WHR Architects,
which leaves him time to indulge in golf, tennis,
scuba diving, and boating. Joseph has logged more
than 100 dives, particularly in the Cozumel area.
He and wife Nancy recently celebrated their 40th
anniversary and continue their travel adventures.

As always, your class correspondents need a
steady flow of news for our column. Drop us a
note, an e-mail, or whatever. Your input can be
sent to: Doug Fuss, 5 Pineside Lane, Savannah,
GA 31411; e-mail, dougout@attglobal.net; or
Joanna McCully, 1607 Hilton Head Blvd., Lady
Lake, FL 32159; e-mail, joannacelticlady@aol.com.
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61 We spent much of January and Feb-
ruary at our pied-à-terre in Paris.
The weather was surprisingly sunny

and near 50 degrees much of the time—most
unusual. And the winter activity level was quite
high, with numerous concerts and expositions.
Following our arrival we were able to enjoy the
final Christmas lights still winking on the Champs
Élysées and the sights and sounds of the city.

I received a note recently from old friend
and fraternity brother Terry Reuland, MS ’63. He
has retired from his medical practice in Cincin-
nati, OH, and writes as follows: “Unfortunately,
we missed the 45th Reunion, as family functions
conflicted. We had recently returned from Kansas
City for my 50th high school reunion and it was
satisfying to ‘connect some dots’ of life. We’re
hoping to make our 50th at Ithaca. We haven’t
maintained contact with many Cornell classmates,
except a few via e-mail, and enjoy seeing Scan
and Jean Travis Boccuti while visiting our grand-
children and son, who is the administrator at
Johns Hopkins. Retirement is filled with travel
and migration between our home near Cincinnati
and our summer home on Lake Geneva, WI, where
we enjoy sailing and racing our Catalina 25, at
which Debbie and I have become fairly proficient.
And then there is golfing, which is another story.
Maintaining two homes poses challenges of
budget versus our backs. Our combined family of
six children and five grandchildren keeps us both
busy and happy. Hope to see some Phi Psi’s and
fellow Chem E’s at the 50th.”

A few days later, Terry forwarded an old com-
posite photo of Spring Weekend ’58. Talk about
ghosts from the past! Long busted-out members
of our freshman class, fifth-year engineers we
hardly knew—and the dress of the young ladies
in long skirts and bobby socks. Déjà vu!

Ed Carrette checked in from Lago Vista, TX,
with an update accompanying his class dues. He
writes that he recently obtained his Texas real
estate license and has joined the firm of Hankamer
Commercial Brokers LLC in Houston. Ed is involved
in hotel real estate brokerage in Texas, Mexico, and
Central America. In addition, he is active in the
Cedar Park Rotary Club and does some recreational
flying. Maureen and Michael Hirsch wrote from
their yacht while cruising the Pacific. They had
moored in Puerto Vallarta for an undisclosed period.
Michael recently retired from orthopedic surgery.
It appears they have their life on the right course.

George and Marcia Mugglin Seeley ’62 sent
news from Pennsylvania. George is currently serv-
ing on the board of the Mendelssohn Choir of Pitts-
burgh, along with David Houggy. The choir is now
in its 100th year and performs regularly with the
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra. Another Pitts-
burgh connection comes from Charlie McChesney,
living in Mars, PA. Charlie is the director of the
Pittsburgh Concert Chorale and chairman of Con-
cert Production. His leisure pursuits include ski-
ing, sailing, and an investment club.

62 Chandlee Lloyd Stevens Gill
(ChandleeG@aol.com) retired De-
cember 31 from a position with

Albany Presbytery, Presbyterian Church (USA).
Chandlee has been a faculty wife at Iowa State U.,
SUNY Buffalo, and Rensselaer Polytechnic Inst.
“There are lots of part-time jobs in my resume as
well as full-time volunteer work. In retirement, I’m
looking forward to social justice action, traveling,
and fine dining. How’s that for a mixed bag?” Re-
cently reuning were Mickey Langsfeld (mickey4@
comcast.net), Joe Meyer ’63, and Dick Stern, who
went from Philly last fall to a Pi Lambda Phi fra-
ternity luncheon in New York, where they saw Lee
Michaels and Bob Blank.

A welcome update from Judy Shulman Weis
(jweis@andromeda.rutgers.edu) tells us that she
is still at Rutgers (Newark), where she has spent
her career as a marine biologist, with time off
over the years for sabbaticals at various places
and for working in Washington at the NSF, the
EPA, and the US Senate. After 35 years of living
in suburban New Jersey, Pete ’60 and Judy moved
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to NYC a few years ago. They’re on the Upper West
Side, “very close to Lincoln Center and near River-
side Park, Central Park, the Museum of Natural
History, Carnegie Hall, Broadway theatres, and
other favorite places. Pete retired a few years ago
from the faculty of New Jersey Medical School. He
keeps his lab going, but no teaching, no admin-
istrative work, no paycheck. That’s what I plan to
do in a couple of years, when the last of the cur-
rent three graduate students finish up their PhDs.”

The Weises have a summer place on eastern
Long Island, although they are no longer doing
research out there. They have been traveling twice
a year and have recently been to Indonesia,
Bhutan, Thailand, India, Vietnam and Cambodia,
Egypt, the Amazon, and the Galapagos Islands.
This winter they were in Madagascar, doing re-
search on mangroves. “We’ll make sure not to
schedule a trip during the 50th Reunion, though!”
Judy continues to enjoy singing in choruses and
performing operettas, as she did in the Cornell Cho-
rus and Savoyards. Their daughter, son-in-law, and
two granddaughters (6 and 8) are in Los Angeles,
where she writes travel articles for Internet sites.
Their son and daughter-in-law are in Providence,
RI. She’s an artist, and he works for the East Coast
Greenway Alliance, whose goal is getting a trail for
hiking and biking connecting cities along the East
Coast from Maine to Key West. “I’ve stayed in
touch through all the years with Frances Li, PhD
’71 (who was a friend from high school), and in
the past few years (after accidentally meeting in
a subway station) have re-established friendship
with former roommate Pat Preller Trester. Barbara
Byrd Wecker (whom I knew in elementary school!)
is another classmate we see regularly and have re-
established a friendship with.”

Mike (jmd29@cornell.edu) and Joan Duesing
have five grandchildren. Three of them include 3-
year-old twin girls and their 7-year-old brother
who live in Albuquerque. The other two, a 3-year-
old girl and 1-year-old boy, are children of Amy
Duesing Esposito ’95 and live in Newburgh, NY.
Mike adds, “Joan’s semi-precious stone jewelry
business, providing necklaces for discerning and
well-dressed women, is doing very well. Several
ladies in the Class of 1962 proudly wear the prod-
ucts of ‘The Bead Nest.’ There is no website, only
in-client home sales several times a year.”

Further news from Mike includes tales of his
“forced” attendance at a one-day Dave Peltz golf
school. Mike’s putting improved immediately. Now
his short game is getting better. Fred Hart, Neil
Schilke, Frank Quirk, MBA ’64, Byron McCalmon,
MEd ’70, and George Slocum, MBA ’67, are all
disappointed because Mike used to be so much
fun on the course, losing randomly. Now he is “a
pure winning killer.” He gives more strokes with
impunity and shows no mercy in Hi-Lo Nassau.
Rumors are that the first two “true loser hackers”
mentioned above are scheming to team with Mike
at the big March 2008 tourney and social bash
being hosted again this year by the Quirks at
Sailfish Point Club. Last year, Frank and Mike thor-
oughly demolished Neil and Fred on several 18-
hole outings. Odds clearly favor a repeat again this
coming year. Fred also claims attitude improvement
from a recent series of lessons at Chevy Chase Club
by a female motivational pro, but handicap touts
are doubtful. When not golfing, Mike is managing
partner at Stewart Howe Alumni Service in Ithaca.

Also golfing is Arnold Schuster (aschuster@
sonnenschein.com), a real estate/corporate part-
ner in the San Francisco office of the Sonnen-
schein law firm. He’s been practicing law since

graduation from Columbia Law School in 1965.
Arnold has been doing triathlons, including Escape
from Alcatraz, and mountain biking, mostly in
Marin County, where the mountain bike was born.
He is learning golf “to prepare for when I am
older. My wife, Madeline (Lerner) ’63, is an excel-
lent golfer and I have to be good enough not to
embarrass her on the golf course.”

After a 14-year battle with multiple myeloma,
Sam Harkness succumbed last December 13. Sam,
who received his PhD in metallurgy from Florida
and MBA from Pitt, is recognized as a pioneer in
the field of materials science for nuclear energy

applications. He held several science and leader-
ship roles at Argonne National Laboratory, Bettis
Atomic Power Laboratory, and Westinghouse Elec-
tric Corp., and was an avid and ardent supporter
and enabler of nuclear power and its potential to
relieve some of the world’s energy crises. He lived
his life with enthusiasm and gusto for the many
things that were important to him: his profession,
the outdoors, tennis, community voluntarism, and
his family. Sam leaves his wife of 44 years, Susie,
three children, and eight grandchildren. He will be
missed by all who knew him. Jan McClayton
Crites, 9420 NE 17th St., Clyde Hill, WA 98004;
e-mail, jmc50@cornell.edu.
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years and part-time poet Wendy Drexler. Herb
threw Wendy a 60th birthday party last summer.
As emcee, Herb “had the last word,” so he, defi-
nitely not a poet but an attorney, wrote a poem
to conclude the celebrations. The last two lines
of the poem asked her to marry him, “and after
two minutes of stunned silence, she accepted.”
They celebrated in France and Spain last summer
and will be making it official in May. Herb prac-
tices adoption law (website is www.massadopt.
com), but is also starting to consider what to do
when he retires. He is also a member of the Amer-
ican Academy of Adoption Attorneys.

Madeleine Leston Meehan will be at reunion
(I don’t think she has ever missed one). Mostly-
MusicArt is her thrust, and her drawings capture
the energetic output of symphony orchestras,
Caribbean dance companies, and jazz islanders
on paper. Her work has appeared in the New York
Times, with “her signature style reflecting the
creative energy of musicians, dancers, and per-
formers in concert.” She is currently “playing”
with the Puerto Rico Symphony Orchestra, which
will have its 50th anniversary this year.

James and Sheila Mack live in Arlington, VA,
and are enjoying their grandchildren and garden-
ing. Jim still works for the Organization of Ameri-
can States running the OAS’s Drug Control and Pre-
vention Agency. Nick and Barbara Norfleet Scott
write from Erie, PA, that their five children have
given them 14 grandchildren. They enjoy yachting
in the Caribbean in the winter and on the Great
Lakes in the summer on their boat Scott Free. Nick
is CEO of Scott Enterprises, a hospitality company
headquartered in Erie with 1,500 employees.

Richard Miller is retired and lives with wife
Corrine in Rockville Center, NY. Their daughter Risa
(Ithaca College ’91) was married in 2005, and
their son Lee ’95 married in 2006. Lee and his
wife have the only grandchild. Bob Filner, PhD
’73, is in his eighth term as Member of Congress
from San Diego. He was elected as chairman of
the House Committee on Veterans Affairs. He splits
his time between San Diego and Washington, DC.
Henry and Betina Heiman are in Wilmington, DE.
One daughter, Natalie, is an attorney, and the
other, Aileen, is a rabbinical student.

John Kennedy, MBA ’65, has had a difficult
year with the loss of his wife Marylou from lung
cancer. They had nine children, all of whom con-
tinue to thrive. The second youngest, Katie, grad-
uated from the U. of Michigan, and the youngest,
Kelly, is a senior at UNC, Chapel Hill. John retired
from his COO role at Internet 2 at the end of
2006, though he still works for Internet 2 one day
a week and stays active by serving on boards and
advisory groups. He divides his time between Ann
Arbor, MI, and Cary, NC. Harold Nathan is in law
practice in NYC working mostly with clients from
Japan and China. Linda Bowman writes from Hyde
Park, MA, that she is retired and now enjoys native
plant conservation, studying the Civil War, and
researching the ecology of her travel destinations.
Some of those include Peru, Russia, Kazakhstan,

63 Our 45th Reunion is only a
month or so away from the time
you read this article. Registra-

tion materials were mailed in late March and it’s
never too late to respond. May 2 is the Early Bird
Registration deadline, but if that is passed when
you read this, then make your plans anyway. You
can register online at http://classof63.alumni.
cornell.edu or mail in the form you received with
your registration packet. Marijane Beattie Wat-
son and her committee have spent a lot of time
trying to plan a myriad of activities to keep us
busy. The committee has tried to listen to the
feedback from our 40th Reunion and leave more
time for individual activities and just “hanging
out” with classmates.

Some of the highlights are a welcome dinner
at the Country Club of Ithaca, a campus archi-
tectural tour by Roberta Moudry ’81, PhD ’95,
Cornell’s architectural historian; a picnic lunch
under a tent at Beebe Lake, and a cocktail recep-
tion and gala sit-down dinner in the Statler Ball-
room. Friday night, there will be the Class of ’63
reception and presentation of the Class Gift at
the Tatkon Center. Vice President of Student and
Academic Services Susan Murphy ’73, PhD ’94,
will be our guest speaker. Our class gift is both
a seminar room, which will bear our name, and
funds for programming. For those of you who
have contributed to the class gift, wouldn’t it be
great to be there when the presentation is made?
So sign up for reunion now!

Now to news of classmates. I had a nice e-
mail from Herb Friedman, who related the story
of his proposal of marriage to his partner of seven

‘It was a kick heading back to Ithaca
after, well, after quite a while.’Ran Mallis ’60
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Uzbekistan, Georgia, the United Kingdom, New
Zealand, Armenia, and Japan. This year she is
going to China and South Africa. See you at
reunion! Nancy Bierds Icke, 12350 E. Roger
Rd., Tucson, AZ 85749; e-mail, icke63@gmail.com.
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taught in Paris, and cruises to the Bahamas and
eastern Caribbean. In addition to travel, Don
enjoys tennis, dancing, jazz, and bridge.

Equestrian John Franzreb continues to pro-
duce and officiate at major horse shows, supply
movie studios with horses and advice on filming
locations, and testify in court cases as an equine
expert. John and wife Judith, who live on Staten
Island and would like to see classmates who are
going to be in the area, have three grown sons
and five grandchildren who provide them much
joy. They like to travel to, in John’s words, “warm
places,” including recently the Caribbean, Cay-
man Islands, and Central America. John is on the
board of the Boy Scouts of America (“near and
dear to me”) and plays some tennis, but mostly
can be found “horsing around.”

George Ecker, MA ’70, continues his organi-
zational development consultancy and executive
coaching in the public and private sectors. He
and wife Ruth live with their teenage daughter in
Wellesley, MA. In March ’07, George sang Maurice
Duruffle’s Requiem with the combined Cornell-
Smith College glee clubs in Northampton, MA. Don
and Donna Zuckerman were in the audience that
evening (as was Toby Kleban Levine), noting that
the concert hall was just down the street from
their condo. George is otherwise active in ski
patrolling, sailing, and hiking. Don also floated an
idea for an activity during our 45th Reunion: a
pocket billiards tournament at the Straight.

James Stevens, MA ’67, continues to be an
active writer from his home in Thunder Bay, On-
tario. He belongs to the Writers Union of Canada
and is the author of 14 books, most recently the
non-fiction Searching for the Hudson Bombers:
Lads, Love and Death in WWII. He attended Cornell
Summer School in 2006, and keeps busy following
his son’s ice hockey activities. Charles Zambito
also keeps working as a broker-distributor of fresh
fruits and vegetables. Chuck, a past president of
the Philadelphia Chapter of the Fresh Fruit and
Vegetable Assn. and now on its business develop-
ment board, was recently elected to the board of
trustees of the New Jersey Agricultural Society. He
also keeps active as a district director of the Ag
college. Chuck and wife Barbara have three grown
children and a 1-year-old grandchild and still live
in Thorofare, NJ. They enjoyed a 2006 New Year’s
cruise in the Caribbean and recent trips to St.
Thomas and Grand Cayman, and back home enjoy
Phillies baseball and Villanova basketball games.

Outdoorsman Mike Smith, PhD ’73, who lives
in Anchorage, AK, led a 16-person, 14-day raft-
cum-kayak trip 225 miles down the Colorado River
through the Grand Canyon in Oct. ’06. The trip was
the culmination of a dream, for Mike had spent
14 years on the waiting list for a private boating
permit for such a venture. 

That’s it for now. Please remember to send
your news either on this year’s News Form with
your dues, or directly to me at home or at my
new e-mail, blamont64@comcast.net. For other
info about class activities, be sure to visit our
class website, http://classof64.alumni.cornell.edu,
where you can also send news and pay dues. And
save June 4-7, 2009 for our 45th Reunion! 
Bev Johns Lamont, 720 Chestnut St., Deerfield,
IL 60015; e-mail, blamont64@comcast.net.

c64 Spring is here! Finally! So let’s
begin with a springtime remind-
er: please send your e-mail ad-

dress to Linda Cohen Meltzer at lcm12@cornell.
edu. Linda needs this data for more expeditious
class communications.

Now to some news. In the January column,
we reported that Lynn Friedhoff Feigenbaum had
retired as a reporter and editor for the Norfolk
(VA) Virginian-Pilot. Since then her “pipe dream,”

as she termed it, has taken shape: she’s been re-
admitted to Cornell, at the School of Continuing
Education, to finally get her undergraduate degree.
Lynn doesn’t have to return to Ithaca for all of her
credits. She says she can get a goodly number of
them from a local university near her home in Vir-
ginia Beach. She also reports that she didn’t retire
after all, but continued full-time at the newspaper
until the end of this past March. Her only prob-
lem, she says, was “squeezing my expanding 60-
something body into fourth-grader-sized desks.”

Now having completed news from our Janu-
ary column, here’s a (promised) continuation from
the March column: a rundown on our classmates
who participated in CAU Study Tours in 2006-07.
The on-campus prereunion seminar Personality,
Politics, and the People: Crucial Moments in Pres-
idential Leadership: Ed ’63, MEE ’64, and Nancy
Taylor Butler, Stephen and Nancy Lore Einhorn,
James Hirsch, and Walter ’63, LLB/MBA ’66, and
Susan Lamme Laessig, MAT ’66. The Upper Ama-
zon: A Riverboat and Rain Forest Lodge Expedi-
tion: Janet Christensen, DVM ’64, and John
Ohlweiler. Experiencing the Fall Migrations at Old
Cape May, NJ: Lois Weyman Dow. Namibia: Water,
Life, and Landscape of Southern Africa: Nadine
Felton and Barton Smith, MD ’64. The 2006
Midterm Elections: A Weekend Seminar at the
Mohonk Mountain House: David Garnham and
James Hirsch. Springtime in the Rockies: A Nature
and Ornithology Walkabout: John Looney. Cross-
ing Gibraltar: Bridging the Worlds of Morocco and
Spain: Carol Britton MacCorkle.

If you’re looking for a new vacation experi-
ence, consider Don Whitehead’s latest acquisi-
tion: the Wicker Guesthouse in Key West, FL,
which is also Don’s current home address. Don’s
offering a special discount to classmates there,
and also at his Baron’s Cove Inn in Sag Harbor
on Long Island. He is still president of Hospital-
ity Enterprises, which includes Dennis Sweeney as
a partner. Don’s recent activities include having

‘Lynn Friedhoff Feigenbaum’s only
problem, she says, was “squeezing
my expanding 60-something body
into fourth-grader-sized desks.”’Bev Johns Lamont ’64

65 This class column will be differ-
ent than our normal bi-monthly
columns in the alumni magazine.

Rather than passing on news from members of the
class, it will focus on the meeting of the Class of
1965 Council at this year’s CACO Mid-Winter Meet-
ing in Philadelphia, held last February.

Our class was well represented. Thanks to our
co-class president Sharon Hegarty Williams and
Susan Doney of Class and Reunion Programs at
Alumni House, we were able to get a private room
with a conference phone. This allowed several
class members to call into the meeting. In addi-
tion to Sharon, present in Philadelphia were co-
president Barry Cutler, class secretary Liz Gordon,
Duke Grkovic, Myron Jacobson and wife Michelle,
reunion co-chairs George Arangio, MD ’69, and
Grace Hershberg Morgenstein and husband Stan
’64, co-class correspondent Joan Elstein Rogow
and husband Steve ’63, Ken Schneider and wife
Diane, Roberta Kupfrian Tarbell, and Jim Venetos.
Participating by phone were Glenn Billington,
treasurer Beth Fowler, Frank McCreary, and me,
Ron Harris. Other classmates in Philadelphia at
CACO were Penny Skitol Haitkin and husband Jef-
frey ’66 and Joan Hens Johnson. At the meeting,
George Arangio advised us that on May 9 he will
be inducted into the National Football Foundation
and College Hall of Fame, Pennsylvania Chapter.
Congratulations to George.

A number of items were discussed at the
class meeting that have a common thread. For
the class to have successful reunions (our 45th is
scheduled for June 10-13, 2010) and class proj-
ects, it is essential that the class make greater
use of the Internet and the Class of 1965 website.
Thanks to the leadership of Ken Schneider, the
class website is up and running again (http://
classof65.alumni.cornell.edu). Please add the site
to your “Favorites” list. As reunion co-chairs,
George Arangio and Grace Morgenstein plan to use
the website extensively to communicate to class
members as reunion approaches.

For this plan to be successful it is essential
that we have accurate e-mail addresses. Currently,
Cornell has e-mail addresses for slightly more than
half the members of the class, but unfortunately,
many of them are not correct. Over the next few
months we will be asking you for your e-mail
address—please respond to these requests. This
will help the reunion committee ensure that we
have a successful 45th Reunion. With your e-mail
addresses and a functioning class website, com-
munication to and between members of the Class
of ’65 will be improved significantly. When you
check out the website, consider joining the “Up
Close and Personal” section to pass along news.
Finally, we will be using the website to help locate
the approximately 200 “missing” classmates.

At the meeting there was also considerable
discussion about the class’s 45th Reunion project.
For years, in addition to its treasury, the class has
had two funds: the Class of 1965 Scholarship and
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the Class of 1965 Library Resource Endowment. The
university has made increasing support of scholar-
ship funds a major element of its new fundraising
initiative. Related to this initiative was the an-
nouncement in January 2008 that Cornell will be
eliminating need-based loans to students coming
from families earning under $75,000. This initia-
tive will be phased in over two years and will take
full effect in the 2009-10 academic year. In addi-
tion, beginning that academic year, Cornell will
cap loans for students from families with income
between $75,000 and $120,000 at $3,000 a year.
For more information on this announcement, check
out the report on Cornell’s website, http://www.
news.cornell.edu/stories/Jan08/finAid.html.

Given the university’s increased commitment
to scholarship, it was agreed that the Class of ’65
will, as part of its reunion project, include efforts
to increase the size of our scholarship fund so that
we will be in position to increase our support of
Cornell students. This academic year, we provided
an $8,500 scholarship to a student graduating this
month. In the coming months you will be hearing
more from the class on these initiatives.

We need to hear from you! The annual News
and Dues mailing went out recently, so use the
News Form to send us your news as well as your e-
mail address. You can also e-mail any of us directly
or send news via the class website. Ronald Har-
ris, rsh28@cornell.edu; Terry Kohleriter Schwartz,
TerryKS7@aol.com; and Joan Elstein Rogow,
psurutsc@aol.com.

c

Lochie Emerson Musso (Monsey, NY) was
selected Retired Teacher of the Year by the New
York Association of Family and Consumer Science
Educators in 2006. She visited her son Jason in
Rumania last March and traveled with him to
Istanbul, Turkey. A second son, Kenneth, and wife
Katrina graduated from Stirling U. in Scotland in
2000. He and his wife own an educational enter-
tainment company called Tepooka in Edinburgh.
Elmer Phillippi writes that he is a consultant to
the Tactical Electronic Warfare Branch at the Naval
Research Laboratory. He says it is the most reward-
ing job he has had, “after many years of college
teaching, IT project management, enterprise archi-
tecture, and engineering consulting.” For leisure
he has an Extra Class License KA8G ham radio. He
enjoys hiking with his wife Susan and their dog
Roscoe, a Basenji. He also volunteers on the Wash-
ington Cornell Fund team. Elmer writes, “I enjoyed
seeing the Class of ’66 participation in supporting
Becker House.” He stayed in Becker Tower as a
student, and says it was a very nice building, “but
devoid of rich social interaction such as the cur-
rent Becker House residents enjoy.”

Len Coburn, who lives in Washington, DC,
with wife Evelyn, says, “Retirement is the best.”
Len retired in ’04 and Evelyn retired in ’07. They
spent most of the summer traveling first to
Indonesia and then to Santa Fe, NM, where they
rented a house for a month. Len does energy con-
sulting part-time. He is also a docent at the Hill-
wood Museum in D.C. and a docent-in-training at
the National Gallery of Art. Arnold Berger, PhD ’71
(Snohomish, WA) spent two weeks cycling in
Provence, France, with his wife. Of the trip he says,
“I converted my tandem bicycle to a travel bike so
it could be packed in two suitcases. The Mistral,
a strong wind (really strong), was blowing like
crazy, so going north was tough. Also the dollar-
Euro ratio was at its worst! However, the trip was
great!” Craig Havemeyer, MS ’67 (Punta Gorda, FL)
has launched his fifth career: selling real estate in
beautiful southwest Florida. He invites ’66ers to
visit his website, www.floridacraig.com.

Several members of our class enjoyed CAU
classes last summer: Donna Amariglio, Alice Katz
Berglas, John, MCE ’76, and Linda Blair Coulter,
MA ’67, Perry Convery Krakora, Kay Stroker Staid,
William Wilson, and Douglas and Marian Wise.

Mary Gilbert Andrews, MS ’68, writes that five
years ago she decided to make a career change from
engineering to teaching. She returned to school
and earned an MA in math at California State U.
in January ’06. She then relocated to San Francisco
and has been teaching at San Francisco State since
the fall of 2006. “I really enjoy my new life in the
heart of my favorite city!” Jeanne Brown Sander
(Burke, VA) returned last fall from the Philippines,
where Tom ’71 and Annabel Santos Wisniewski
’65 hosted the Asia Pacific meeting of the Cornell
Hotel Society at their new resort, Discovery Shores,
in Boracay Island. Three classmates were in atten-
dance: Jeanne, Michael Chiu, and Leif Evensen.

Please do e-mail or write any of us with an
update on your activities. Deanne Gebell Git-
ner, dgg26@cornell.edu; Pete Salinger, pas44@
cornell.edu; Susan Rockford Bittker, ladyscienc@
aol.com.

c

his firm AEU Ltd. of Wallisellen. The project was
“Sustainable Solar Housing” and was sponsored
by the Swiss Federal Office of Energy. He notes
that the presentation was at the Sheraton Park
Lane Hotel, “which boasts the only remaining art-
deco ballroom in London.” D. Ross White, MBA
’67 (Coronado, CA; drwhitecpa@sbcglobal.net) is
a consultant CFO, and controller of Rent a CFO. He
says he’s “reading more and taking a few general
interest classes such as Excel and Where Would I
Like to Go With the Rest of my Life.” He remem-
bers from Cornell “the cultures of the Northeast-
ern US (Italian, Jewish, German, etc.) because in
California the cultures all meld. We are one—you
hardly see the differences.”

Colleen Livingston, Ogdensburg, NY, is in
private practice of adult psychiatry and is staff
psychiatrist at the Massena Mental Health Clinic.
She enjoys her piano, windsurfing, and gluten-
free cooking with husband Clarence Gratto.
William Fitzsimmons (Potomac, MD; WF6Q@nih.
gov) is a part-time management consultant at
the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda,
MD, who recently retired after 37 years with NIH.
He enjoys fly-fishing and “took a trip to Italy
with the whole family.” Dick Weldgen (Roch-
ester, NY; rhw8@cornell.edu), managing partner
of Weed Man and president of Woodlawn Land-
scapes Unlimited Inc., has been inducted into
the New York State Nursery and Landscape Assn.
as a life member. He’s been a certified nursery
and landscape professional for 30 years and has
a granddaughter, Zazie, 5.

Candy Baldwin Richards, Avalon, NJ, and
Scottsdale, AZ (“From sea to the towns of AZ . . .
a bit of rhyme, sort of”) (candy@johnandcandy.
com) writes, “We love our East Coast/Southwest
living. Still a novice in both places, but I love
my pottery and flute classes and volunteering at
church and at a brand new hospital where I lit-
erally was among the first ten people to use their
lab facilities! I’d love to put the closest high
school and college friends nearer to me.” Candy
would like to hear from “Jamie Dugan Inman ’69,
Judy Burke Stephenson ’66, the other three of the
Fab Four of Marcia Latimore Vose, Judy Brown
Lillis, and Carol Borelli Fricke, my ‘little sister’ Tina
Forrester Cleland ’68, and Fred Devlin.”

Ivan Blum, MS ’68, MBA ’69 (iblum@us.ibm.
com) asks that we mention his fellow Phi Sigma
Delta pledges who met in New York last Septem-
ber for the first time in 40 years: Barry Batinkoff,
Les Charmatz, MS ’69, Lew Halpern, Dick Lang,
Jay Moses, DVM ’80, Larry Noble, Hank Prensky,
Kevin Pranikoff, Ed Tanenhaus, Bruce Turiansky,
and Les Wiesenfelder.

Jonathan Cohen (Prior Lake, MN; cohen004@
umn.edu) is a research associate in the Dept. of
Neuroscience at the U. of Minnesota. He “drove
out West last summer to see daughter Ilana
Cohen ’06 and son-in-law Craig Bierle ’06 in
Seattle and visited various national parks and
monuments en route.” He recalls “tray sliding,
which my daughter says is forbidden now” from
Cornell days and would like to hear from Phil
White. We’ve been advised that Ken Seaman
passed away in October 2000.

As I write, Cornell celebrates winning the
first Ivy basketball title in 20 years last week-
end—clinched it undefeated before the Palestra
finale. Conjures up memories of those great
nights in Barton Hall—back when the five played
there—in pursuit of that elusive title. Richard
B. Hoffman, 2925 28th St. NW, Washington, DC
20008; e-mail, rhoffman@erols.com.
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66 Bill and Betsy Bierds Schenkel
wrote to announce the birth of
their second grandchild in Jan-

uary—a grandson, Daniel William—to complement
their 3-year-old granddaughter Sophie Grace. John-
son & Johnson transferred son Brad and his fam-
ily back to the States (to Pennsylvania) last year
from Antwerp, Belgium, where they had lived for
two years, making it a lot easier for the grand-
parents to visit. Bill and Betsy will celebrate their
36th wedding anniversary this September. Betsy is
events manager for the Business Council of Fairfield
County, CT, and serves on the board of the Stamford
Symphony Orchestra. Bill has recently retired from
investment banking and is keeping busy escorting
independent travel tours throughout the world.
Bill’s recent travels have taken him to Alaska, East-
ern Europe, Rio, Egypt, Belize, and Iceland. Betsy
has enjoyed some fabulous Cornell Adult Univer-
sity (CAU) trips, including such exotic locations as
Antarctica and India, and will be going on the CAU-
sponsored trip this summer to Greece and Turkey.
The trip will also include fellow travelers Ralph
Janis and former Cornell president Frank Rhodes.

Cesar Carrero lives in San Juan, PR, with wife
Mayra. He says he deals mostly in real estate and
has been married for 15 years. “Marriage has been
great.” He has plans to retire in about five years.
Cesar went on a great three-week cruise along the
rivers of Western Europe, which included Spain,
France, Belgium, Germany, and England. Bruce ’65
and Janice Ostroff Bernstein live in Deerfield, IL.
Daughter Jill Bernstein ’95 was married in August
’06 and lives in Brooklyn with husband Michael.
Janice says, “Life has come full circle.” Her sister
Joyce Ostroff Black and husband Dennis ’65 also
live in Deerfield, IL, where they are enjoying their
second grandson, born to son Adam Black ’91
and his wife Stephanie (Goldstein) ’91. Joyce
continues to teach French and enjoyed a trip to
Turkey and Greece in the fall of ’06.

67 Prof. S. Robert Hastings, BArch
’68, MArch ’72 (Wallisellen, Switz-
erland; robert.hastings@aeu.ch)

reports that he accepted a UK Energy Inst. Award
for 2007, the Environment Award, in London, for
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68 I hope you’re planning on at-
tending our 4OTH REUNION ON
JUNE 5-8, 2008. Join your Cor-

nell friends, both old and new, for a relaxed and
memorable weekend in Ithaca and the beautiful
Finger Lakes Region. Our hardworking reunion
committee, chaired by Henry Siegel, has planned
some wonderful events, including welcome din-
ners on Thursday and Friday nights, class forums,
Saturday night dinner at beautiful Duffield Hall,
and Sunday farewell breakfast at Alice Cook House
with the Sherwoods. Visit our class website for
more detailed reunion information: http://class
of68.alumni.cornell.edu.

Turning to the regular class news, Naomi
Weinstein Berman reports she and husband Emory
have recently relocated to Ocala, FL. They retired
in 2002 and made the move down South last Octo-
ber. Naomi welcomes hearing from Cornellians in
the area. Jeffrey Bloom is professor and director
of pediatric ophthalmology at Rainbow Babies and
Children’s Hospital at Case Western Reserve U. He
divides his time between Cleveland and Boston,
where he is medical director of a biotech startup.
Jeff and his wife Irene have a daughter who is an
entertainment lawyer in L.A. and a son who is a
white-collar criminal defense lawyer in NYC.

Alice Brooks Singleton lives in Hoover, AL,
and is librarian at the Hoover Public Library. She
loves her job, with no plans to retire. Alice has
three daughters, one an architect and twins who
are both teachers. Alice has stayed in touch with
Donna Magill Pomsouvan, Marion Wahler Wieg-
ner Pallesen, and Carol Nordberg Reynolds. Rob
Kaplow is a partner in the Southfield, MI, law
firm of Maddin, Hauser, Wartell, Roth & Heller,
where he specializes in estate planning and per-
sonal and corporate income tax planning. Rob
has recently become a community partner of
Leave a Legacy, a state program to support the
community by encouraging people to leave a
charitable bequest in their estate plan.

Ed Tuleja continues to enjoy life in Tasmania,
Australia. He teaches music and guitar and recently
built a house there. Art Kaminsky and wife Andrea
live in Manhasset, NY, and Art is president of Ath-
letes and Artists Inc. Art still enjoys doing the
color commentary for televised college and high
school sports events. Last year he was involved in
the broadcast of the Cornell-Notre Dame men’s var-
sity lacrosse game and arranged for the game to be
videostreamed on the Internet to Cornell alumni.
In 2006 Art’s daughter Alexis and husband Michael
had a daughter, the first Kaminsky grandchild.

Laura Sevush Langworthy lives in Newbury,
MA, and continues in the interior design busi-
ness. She has enjoyed an annual ski trip with
classmate Nadine Walley, and is also experienc-
ing the joys of grandparenting to the two chil-
dren of her daughter Kimberly Langworthy Blair
’94. Doug Bellis is deputy legislative counsel at
the US House of Representatives. Doug has lived
and worked on Capitol Hill since graduation. He
has two daughters who are both lawyers, one in
Atlanta and another in NYC.

Sharon Lawner Weinberg, PhD ’71, is profes-
sor of quantitative methods and psychology at NYU.
Sharon and her colleague Sarah Knapp Abramowitz
’89 are the authors of a cutting-edge textbook pub-
lished in 2008 by Cambridge U. Press entitled Sta-
tistics Using SPSS: An Integrative Approach. It has
gotten excellent reviews in the trade press. Sharon
and husband Steve, MBA ’70, JD ’71, live in Scars-
dale, NY. Steve is a partner in the NYC office of
the national law firm Cooley, Godward, Kronish.

I look forward to hearing from you and see-
ing you at our reunion in June. Gordon Silver,
gordon_silver@comcast.net.

c 70 Another summer is almost here
and that means warm weather
and fun with family and friends.

May you all have a wonderful season. Dr. Doug
Wyler (dkw8@cornell.edu) and wife Irma (BS/MBA
Adelphi U.) continue to live in Rockville Centre, NY.
They are proud to report that their son Daniel ’07
graduated from CALS (“Ag” to us) in May 2007. He
is now on the road to med school via Georgetown
U.’s special master’s program. Their daughter Ilana
’09 is majoring in Communications, also in CALS.
Their youngest, Greg, is a senior in high school
and is as yet undecided, but they are hoping for a
hat trick! Doug and Irma have opened another vet-
erinary practice in Whitestone, NY. They are work-
ing more than ever and enjoying every minute!

Scott Brush (Palmetto Bay, FL; BrushCo@aol.
com) sends me a wonderful Christmas card each
year with updates about his life in Florida and the
milestones in the lives of his four children. He
reports that the hurricane season in 2007 was rel-
atively calm, but a tropical storm in October did
flood his garage. Last May, he added a new mem-
ber to the family, a cute little puppy named Bailey,
who is now in the 100-pound range! His daughter
Sara, 24, continues her studies at Miami-Dade Col-
lege. She has been joined temporarily by son JB,
as well as youngest daughter Alex, who graduated
from Coral Reef High School in May 2007 and plans
to be an elementary school teacher or a speech
therapist. In August 2007, Scott’s oldest daughter
Rachel graduated from the U. of Central Florida and
is now working on a doctorate in physical therapy.

In 2007, Joel Savishinsky (Ithaca, NY; Sav
ishin@ithaca.edu) retired from Ithaca College,
where he was the Charles A. Dana Professor in the
Social Sciences. He taught anthropology and geron-
tology at IC for 34 years and also held positions at
Adelphi U., the American Museum of Natural His-
tory, the Polytechnic of North London, Semester at
Sea, and Appasamy College in Coimbatore, India as
well! His most recent book is Breaking the Watch:
The Meanings of Retirement in America (Cornell U.
Press, 2002), which won the Gerontological Soci-
ety of America’s book of the year prize. Paul and
Sheri Fish of Merrick, NY, proudly announce the
graduation of daughter Samantha Fish from Upstate
Medical U. in Syracuse in May 2007. The ceremony
was proudly attended by her grandmother, aunts,
and uncles, including Stanley Fish ’72, DVM ’75.

On May 27, 2007, Steve Messinger (Pleasant-
ville, NY; jsmessin@aol.com) accepted the role of
SVP, human resources at the Leukemia and Lym-
phoma Society (LLS.org). As a cancer survivor, he
is delighted to be working with this not-for-
profit. The LLS mission is to support research
that seeks cures for blood cancers, as well as to
provide patient services and educational forums.
LLS has almost 1,400 employees and one million
volunteers. Steve and Gail Fuller of San Diego,
CA (Fullers@san.RR.com) have a son Dan and a
daughter Joanna. Dan is an engineer with the
NYS Dept. of Conservation, based in Binghamton.
His focus is on hazardous waste cleanup. Joanna
is in her second year at the U. of San Diego Law
School. Peter and Virginia Ambrose live in Hud-
son, NY (pa@valstar.net).

Beth Galston (bgalston@aol.com) lives in
Carlisle, MA, a rural town about a half-hour north-
west of Boston. Beth, who has a studio in Boston,
has been a sculptor for more than 25 years and
this spring was to have a one-person exhibit at
Reeves Contemporary gallery in Chelsea in NYC.
She creates large-scale environments using light
and a variety of materials and is working on a

69 It is never too late to return the
News and Dues form with a per-
sonal note. Or just e-mail me di-

rectly any time you have something that you’d like
to share. We want to hear from you! Ernie Slocum,
a VP with Worley Parsons, a global engineering con-
struction company with over 24,000 employees,
writes enthusiastically about the cruise that he and
wife Amelia took to Alaska last year. Meanwhile,
Doug Yoder and his wife Margaret enjoyed cruising
the Rhine River. Doug tells us that he retired after
35 years of community service, but returned to
work the next month as deputy director of the
Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Dept., the fifth largest
utility in the country. He is also part of a task
force to identify how the community can adapt to
climate change in the future. And Doug is planning
a small-scale sustainable cottage community at his
boyhood home on Puget Sound west of Seattle.

Sandra Schroeder Bricker writes that she is
the semi-retired owner and president of Hearth-
stone Manor Independent and Assisted Living
Communities. “I love what I’m doing right now,”
she says, and that includes an assortment of
activities. Sandra is the secretary of the board of
trustees of the Lancaster Museum of Art, is in her
third year of piano study, plays golf, and collects
studio art glass. She and her husband Jeff also
enter their two golden retrievers in canine agility
competitions and stay connected to the university
through Cornell Friends of Astronomy. Looking
back, Sandra writes fondly about walks on campus
and hearing the chimes. Ingrid Vatsvog Wachtler
wistfully remembers being a freshman on the Arts
Quad with her friends, playing in the leaves on a
sunny fall day. She and husband Bill are owner-
managers of Woodbrook Nursery in Washington
State, where they specialize in growing plants
that are native to the Pacific Northwest. During
off hours, Ingrid takes dancing lessons and helped
her kids settle into their first home/condo.

Recently William Scheld, MD ’73, a professor
of medicine from West Virginia, visited Dr. Sandor
Kovacs at Washington U. in St. Louis, where San-
dor is a professor of medicine, cell biology, and
physiology and adjunct professor of physics and
biomedical engineering according to his business
card. Outside of work, Sandor is mastering swim-
ming, scuba diving, and underwater photography,
recently photographing sea horses in the waters
off the Cayman Islands. He says that right now he
is doing just what he wants to be doing. Con-
versely, Kenneth Eike is looking forward to retire-
ment. He is the customer service director and
information technology person at Munson Health-
care and volunteers on the District Advisory Coun-
cil and with the athletic boosters at Suttons Bay
High School. Ken most fondly remembers helping
the basketball and lacrosse teams as manager.

Carl Patrick retired a few years ago, but is cur-
rently working at Manhattanville College in a tutor-
ing program for students with learning disabilities.
He also chairs a nonprofit, Peers Influence Peers
Partnership, that helps high school and college
students produce videos addressing tobacco, drug,
and alcohol abuse. Author Monique de Varennes
writes that Random House has published her sec-
ond children’s book, The Jewel Box Ballerinas. 
Arda Coyle Boucher, 21 Hemlock Hill Rd., Amherst,
NH 03031; e-mail, aboucher@airmar.com.

c
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public art project for the City of Boston. At home,
Beth is married to Jerry Lerman, and they have a
cat named Samson. Paula Noonan (Littleton, CO;
penoonan@comcast.net), a Democrat, reports that
she ran for the Colorado State Senate in South Jef-
ferson County, a very Republican area. She lost by
just a little bit! She has started a website, Col-
orado Capital Watch, to track legislative votes,
legislators, and money, and says it is a lot of fun.
Paula has also created a training program for edu-
cators, Take CARE! Schools, to help teacher-parent
relations. She says it is great to be able to start
new businesses at 59. She has three grandchildren
(who are the best, of course). Paula sees Murem
Sakas Sharpe and Beth Heydinger Treadway and
says they still have lots of fun together.

Recently David Myers (Camp Hill, PA; myers@
bucknell.edu) left his position as deputy chief of
staff for Pennsylvania’s Governor Ed Rendell to
become the chief of staff and secretary of the
university at Bucknell U. Alison Kent Bermant
(AKB18@aol.com) happily reports the birth in May
2007 of her granddaughter Eliana and says that
being a grandmother is as wonderful as everyone
says it is! The proud great-grandparents include
Donald ’42, MD ’45, and Madelaine Ring Kent ’45,
BA ’44. Alison continues with Best of Israel Travel
LLC, planning private tours to Israel, and loves it.
She and husband Edward live in East Norwich, NY.

Connie Ferris Meyer, cfm7@cornell.edu.c

it comes up for a vote. You can contact him at
www.climatehealth.net.

“My wife Jill and I just closed on the purchase
of some scenic property in the beautiful Berk-
shires, where we might build a house someday and
live for a portion of the year,” writes Jacob Good-
win (jgoodwin@gsnmagazine.com). “And my small
publishing company, World Business Media LLC,
continues to grow with its monthly trade publica-
tion covering homeland security called GSN: Gov-
ernment Security News, a weekly e-newsletter, and
daily updates of our website, www.gsnmagazine.
com. All that keeps me perpetually exhausted,
but quite satisfied.” Duncan Russell, MBA ’73
(cornop99@aol.com) wrote that he recently retired
from a career as a market maker at the Chicago
Board of Trade. “For fun, I am currently teaching
a course at a local college and serving as chair-
man for the 35th Reunion of the Johnson School
Class of 1973. Duncan married Gail (DeVincenzi)
senior year at Cornell. They have two boys.

Bert Distelburger (bdistel21@aol.com) lives
in New City, NY, with wife Cathy. The Distelburg-
ers have three children and two grandchildren.
Son Brian is Class of 2001. Bert owns a realty
investment and brokerage firm, Georgetown
Investing. Recently he attended the marriage of
Dan Bernstein ’70’s son Peter ’03 in Miami, FL,
and had time to catch up with classmates Michael
Kubin, Bob Beleson, Ted Grossman, JD ’74, and
Marty Irwin.

Home base for Henry Pullman, MBA ’73
(hpullman@optonline.net) has been Rye, NY, for
the past 30 years. He’s been married to Gail for
35 years and the couple has a married son and a

daughter at Harvard Law. Henry is a semi-retired
banker teaching finance and banking classes at
New York Inst. of Finance and doing consulting
for major commercial and investment banking
firms. Jim Mason (jmason900@yahoo.com)
wrote in from North Attleboro, MA, where he and
wife Rebecca have been busy minding their 2-
year-old twin granddaughters. “I work at Fidelity
Investments as director of software engineering,
and Rebecca is a cost manager.”

Daniel Hunt (danhunt@jwhcorp.com) has
been a computer consultant in Buffalo, NY, for
the last 20 years. “My wife is a manager with
OneBeacon Insurance. We have two daughters and
our first grandchild. We enjoy sailing in the sum-
mer on Lake Erie.” Judith Richland (j.richland@
comcast.net) writes, “I continue to work at my
graphic design firm, Richland Design Associates,
which primarily creates websites and online videos,
and teach at Simmons College and the Boston
Museum School.” Frank Amthor (amthorfr@uab.
edu) is professor of medicine at U. of Alabama.
“I’m in the process of starting a company called
Intellectrode, concerned with the interface
between brain and computer.” Frank is married to
Becky (Pinkel) ’72, an attorney with Blue Cross
of Alabama.

Finally, here are some short-takes. Bob Crys-
tal (crys24634@aol.com) graduated from the clin-
ical pastoral education program at U. of Rochester
and is working at Strong Memorial Hospital. Diane
Clarke Streett, JD ’73 (clarstr@aol.com) reports,
“I am in my third term as [elected] New Castle
County (DE) Register of Wills. Energy conserva-
tionist Neale Thompson (janevtribe@milwpc.com)71 Love that e-mail. Thanks to all who

responded to my electronic request
for news back in late January. The

response was terrific and much more
than I can fit in this column. If you
don’t see your news here, it will be
in the next. Many of you who
responded had not been heard from
before. So enjoy the news and stay
tuned for the next issue.

From his home in Fayetteville,
NC, Lynn Gilfus (lynn.gilfus@us.
army.mil) reports that he has been
a civilian employee for the Dept. of
the Army for almost 30 years and is
currently stationed at Fort Bragg. “I
continue to rekindle my memories
and watch the numerous Cornell
changes via the cams located at
school. Zeta Psi alumni news also
keeps me updated as to campus
activities. Recently I met a Cornell
grad who has been promoted to
lieutenant colonel. Big Red is every-
where!” Sylvester Johnson, PhD ’92
(sylvesterjohnson@mac.com) pub-
licizes the advantages of a federal
carbon tax and promotes “an ini-
tiative for local governments’ reso-
lutions.” He says the first success of
the new initiative occurred when
the resolution passed the Planning
Committee of the City of Ithaca,
NY, in January 2008—which Syl-
vester calls the political equiva-
lent of turning lead into gold. He
is looking for advocates from
across the nation to volunteer for
this initiative, which does not
require money or much time, only
an average of an hour a week to
contact elected officials and get
the resolution on the agenda until

Lost & Found
Andrea Strongwater ’70

A ndrea Strongwater had wanted to be a professional artist since she was three years
old. After graduating with a fine arts degree from the College of Architecture, Art,
and Planning, she tried to sell her paintings for a living, but wound up channeling

her talent into clothing. She started her own textile business—but after a decade of steady
work, her life was derailed by a car accident in which she suffered brain damage. “There were

a whole bunch of things I couldn’t do,”
says the Manhattan resident. “I couldn’t
visualize. I would make mistakes and
have no awareness of them. It was very
difficult. I had to give up the business
and my passion all at once.”

But one day in 2000, after a six-
year separation from her paintbrush,
Strongwater decided on a whim to try
to paint again. “I sat down and did a
little watercolor. It was only four inch-
es by six inches, but it came out real-
ly well.” After a few months, she says,
“I put some of my images on the Web,
and suddenly I began getting offers
right and left.” One of her most recent
commissions: three paintings for a

new synagogue in Atlanta. “It’s that thing where you work forty years,” she says, “to be
an overnight success.”

— Rebecca Brunner ’09

064-111CAMMJ08notes  4/15/08  2:43 PM  Page 81



82 Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

keeps busy with solar energy assessments and eval-
uating housing rehabilitation loans in southern
Wisconsin. Eric Freedman (freedma5@msu.edu) is
co-editor of the newly published African Americans
in Congress: A Documentary History (Congressional
Quarterly Press). Reed College English professor
Lisa Malinowski Steinman, PhD ’76, writes, “My
news is a new book, Invitation to Poetry (Blackwell,
2008), just out.” Gerald Ostrov (geraldmostrov@
yahoo.com) retired from J&J as group president
and this past January was appointed chairman and
CEO of Bausch & Lomb.

If you are trying to reach someone, let us
know and we will make an effort to connect you.
E-mail Linda or me with your news. Matt Silver-
man, mes62@cornell.edu; Linda Germaine-Miller,
lg95@cornell.edu.

c

lawyer in New York who has been involved in a
number of notorious and notable cases.

My former roommate Ellen Rosenstock More-
house heads up Student Assistance Services, a
nonprofit organization located in Tarrytown, NY,
focused on teen substance abuse matters. Ellen
lives in Ardsley, in Westchester County, with hus-
band John, who is in the financial services busi-
ness and very active in the Cornell Football Alumni
organization. Their daughter Leigh ’11 is a fresh-
man at Cornell and son Jeff lives and works in Man-
hattan. Susan Rosenberg Thau lives in Washing-
ton, DC, and is a public policy consultant for the
Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America. The
Morehouses and Thaus traveled to Ithaca last fall
for the induction into the Cornell Hall of Fame of
Bill Ellis, former co-captain of the Cornell lacrosse
and football teams. Other classmates attending the
celebration included Bob Shaw, who flew in from
California, Tom Albright, an attorney in Manhat-
tan, Jules Sieburgh, MBA ’74, and Bob Rule ’71.

Jane Barasch Hankin, BA ’71, lives in Pur-
chase, NY, and has a private practice in West-
chester as a couples therapist. Jane and her hus-
band Lowen, a real estate lawyer, are very proud
of daughter Alexandra ’05, who is graduating from
Brooklyn Law School in June, and son Matthew
’03, who works at a private equity firm in Manhat-
tan. Jane reports that she and her family recently
returned from a trip to Israel and Petra, Jordan,
and in November 2007, she attended a wonderful
gallery event in New York featuring the artwork of
Leslie Kirpich Brill ’71. I was thrilled to learn that
another former roommate, Bonnie Martin Schmalz,
would be heading to the Northeast for a while this
year. Bonnie, who holds both a PhD and JD, is cur-
rently on a fellowship at Yale in the Dept. of His-
tory, continuing her important research on slavery
in colonial America, particularly focusing on the
appalling practice of mortgaging slaves and how
this human collateral impacted the economy of the
Southern states in the 18th and early 19th cen-
turies. Bonnie’s husband Karl is a lawyer for Exxon,
commuting between Dallas, TX, and Washington,

DC. Their two children are in Austin: son Geoff is
in graduate school to be an archivist, and daugh-
ter Kristi is a small animal vet and the mother of
a darling toddler. I’m sure Bonnie and I had the
same reaction last December opening the holiday
card from Howard ’70 and Joan Pavarini Gross
(of Massachusetts) and seeing their smiling 20-
something children Lauren and Peter looking like
mirror images of Mom and Dad at Cornell.

Finally, I had the pleasure of attending the
“Big Red in the Big Apple” celebration in January
in the heart of Manhattan, along with about 1,000
Cornell alumni, friends, and students, all inspired
by President David Skorton and a number of out-
standing faculty members who were there honor-
ing Cornell’s commitment to solving some of the
world’s great problems through research, teaching,
and outreach. In addition to the speeches and

warm spirit, the venue boasted a stage-set replica
of the Hot Truck, a miniature Cornell Dairy Bar,
and the Big Red Marching Band—just about
everything but the gorges! A number of women
from the classes of ’71 and ’72 have gotten
together for dinner in NYC several times in the
past few years. If any readers are interested in
joining us at the next dinner, please contact Karen
Blumenthal (blutho@verizon.net) or me for more
details. Next time you are sipping a latte with a
few minutes to spare, please jot down some news
and send it in. Enjoy the spring! Carol Fein
Ross, hilltop80@aol.com; Gary Rubin, glrubin@
aol.com; and Alex Barna, ab478@cornell.edu.

c

72 Rob Blye reports from Pottstown,
PA, where he is principal scientist
and group manager for Norman-

deau Associates and currently serves on the board
of the Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology. Rob
was formerly with the National Audubon Society,
where he held a position coordinating a Pennsyl-
vania statewide bird conservation program. Rob
is the proud grandfather of two young girls from
daughter Amy Blye Cohen ’97 and her husband
Jason ’97, a grandson from his daughter Kate, and
one more on the way from daughter Rebecca. Rob
recently met up with his former roommate Jack
Barclay when Jack made a presentation about
burrowing owls in California and again when Jack
attended the Raptor Research Foundation meeting
in Hawk Mountain, PA. James Kozuch is a partner
in the Philadelphia law firm of Caesar, Rivise,
Bernstein, Cohen & Pokotilow and recently served
as a panelist at an engineering symposium spon-
sored by the American Inst. of Aeronautics and
Astronautics and the American Society of Mechan-
ical Engineers, where he advised the audience of
engineers, managers, and professors on legal and
business strategies for identifying their organiza-
tions’ intellectual property assets (patents, trade-
marks, copyrights, and trade secrets). Jim previ-
ously worked as a licensed professional engineer
before obtaining an MBA from Lehigh U. and a
law degree from Temple U.

Karen Maisel Blumenthal was honored sev-
eral months ago for her important policy work
with Student Advocacy, a nonprofit organization
assisting students in Westchester County, NY. Her
husband Dave ’71, MD ’75, has a busy practice as
a cardiologist in NYC, and Karen spends Fridays in
Manhattan babysitting her 3-year-old grandson.
She would love to be contacted (blutho@verizon.
net) by other Cornell women in the vicinity who
have grandchildren and might want to meet for
play dates. Karen and Dave’s daughter Jill Blu-
menthal ’01 will graduate from Weill Cornell Med-
ical College in May 2008. Karen provided a full
report of some of her former roommates’ activities.
No slouches here: Iris Wexler Estabrook, a Demo-
cratic State Senator from New Hampshire, enjoyed
a front seat in the state’s primary, while husband
John ’71 practices emergency medicine; Cindy
Mann is the executive director of the Center for
Children and Families at Georgetown U.’s Health
Policy Inst. in Washington DC.; and Laurie Eisen-
stein Gottlieb practices geriatric care in Brooklyn
and Manhattan and recently moved from suburbia
to the fashionably hip NYC area called DUMBO
(Down Under the Manhattan Bridge Overpass) with
her husband and classmate Bob. Bob is a criminal

73 Our 35th Reunion will be here
soon! I’ve enjoyed contacting
classmates to encourage them to

attend. Of course, I also picked up a bit of news
here and there. Better yet, everyone I’ve talked
with is coming to reunion! So, make your reser-
vations and plan to attend as we make this the
most accessible and exciting reunion yet.

Mark Steckloff has enjoyed being the proud
father of not only a Purdue grad, but also a multi-
ple beauty pageant winner. Samantha, daughter of
Mark and wife Vicki Barnett, is presently competing
for Miss Michigan. Jordan, her brother, is at the U.
of Michigan, where Sam also works now, for Hillel.
Mark is a lawyer for Sachs Waldman and Vicki is the
mayor of Farmington Hills, MI. Simeon Moss, BA
’82, Cornell’s director of the press relations office,
and wife Moira have a daughter working in NYC
as a Teach For America teaching fellow. Caitlin is
working on her master’s at Brooklyn College.

Bruce Cochrane is the associate provost for
research and scholarship and dean of the gradu-
ate school at Miami U. in Ohio. He moved there
last August from Tampa, FL. Bruce is also the
proud father of a fourth-generation Cornellian, his
son John. Glad to hear that Bruce will be com-
ing to reunion, too. Jim Kaye is also relocating,
from Westchester to Boynton Beach, FL. Jim left

the Writers Guild of America, East, in October
2006 after 28 years. Unfortunately, Jim also has
learned that a spouse who thinks getting a Cor-
nell degree “doesn’t amount to much,” doesn’t
stay a spouse in the long run.

Nancy Miller, executive director of VISIONS/
Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired in
NYC, was selected to receive the George E. Keane
Award. This award is presented to an individual
who has worked with blind and visually impaired
people for at least 20 years and whose work has
been of benefit to New York residents and who
has influenced national issues. Nancy has received
numerous awards over the years in gerontology,
vision rehabilitation, and community service. She
clearly represents the heart of everything we
learned at Cornell about service to society and
responsive citizenship.

‘Caleb Rossiter remains committed to
“replacing the hegemonic discourse
with a cooperative one.”’Phyllis Haight Grummon ’73
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Some of us just long for grandchildren and
some of us have them! William Britz, MCE ’74,
now lives in Palm Coast, FL, but commutes to
NYC, where he works for Raytheon. He’s manag-
ing a perimeter intrusion detection system (for
me it’s a large dog) for the four airports in NYC.
His wife Maureen commutes between Chicago and
Florida. They now have a grandchild in Maine
(daughter and son-in-law, too) and children in
Maine, Delaware, and Florida. William and Mau-
reen enjoy skiing of all types, scuba diving, and
home remodeling. He’d love to hear from Bob
Mjos, MEE ’74, and Todd Weber.

Cynthia Kovacs Perry has returned to Cal
State, Northridge to earn a music therapist certifi-
cation. She and husband Douglas ’72 live in West-
lake Village, CA. Cynthia also sings in her church
choir, does jail ministry, and still manages to run
10-15 miles a week. She and Doug wish they could
do more traveling with their children. Like many
of us, I’d wager, Cynthia has fond memories of
walking among all of the natural beauty at Cornell,
including the gorges, the Plantations, and Beebe
Lake. Of course, if she’d like to walk Libe Slope
again, she’ll have to come to reunion. Cynthia
would like to hear from Helene Jacobowitz ’74.

Joan Oremland Richter, MD ’77, and husband
Barry ’72, MD ’76, live in Guilford, CT, where Joan
has retired as a physician. She now has time to
enjoy piano, exercising, cooking, tutoring, hiking,
and biking. Meeting Barry is her best Cornell mem-
ory (have to agree with her—that would be a fond
one). Joan wonders what Abby Ershow, Mary Jo
McNamara, and Rosey Batt are up to. Thomas
Martin has moved from Antigua to Bangor, ME,
with his wife Judith. He and Judith worked at the
Crossroads Centre in Antigua, where Thomas was
the coordinator of education and research and a
consulting pediatrician for the governments of
Antigua and Barbados. He is now a pediatric car-
diologist at the Eastern Maine Medical Center.
Judith and Thomas’s daughters are both at An-
drews U., where one is in her third year of a doc-
toral program in physical therapy and the other is
starting a pre-medicine program. Thomas would
most like to hear from James Lalumiere.

Caleb Rossiter, PhD ’83, lives in Washington,
DC, with wife Maya Latynski. He is the counselor
to the chairman (Rep. Bill Delahunt, MA) of the
House Subcommittee on Int’l Organizations,
Human Rights, and Oversight Committee on For-
eign Affairs. Caleb remains committed to “replac-
ing the hegemonic discourse with a cooperative
one.” As the first man in the Human Ecology
nursery-kindergarten teacher-training program,
we’re certain that Caleb has considerable experi-
ence in encouraging cooperation. He’d like to
thank those professors who supported him,
including Miriam Taietz and Sue McCord.

Bob Platt, JD ’76, recently finished his 20th
Marine Corps Marathon. He was also elected chair
of the Ratemaking Committee of the Administrative
Law section of the American Bar Association. Neil
Roland is a journalist with Bloomberg News. Steve
Allison lives in Forks, WA, where he is the habitat
biologist and co-director of the Hoh Indian Tribe
Natural Resources Dept. Steve’s off-hour activities
will come as no surprise. He’s the secretary of the
Pacific Coast Salmon Coalition and spends time elk
and deer hunting, salmon and steelhead fishing,
hiking, and taking photographs. When replying
to what he’d been doing recently, Steve reported
attending a BB King/Etta James concert the day
before BB’s 82nd birthday—now that’s livin’. At Cor-
nell, Steve enjoyed the Cornell Big Red Band and

hiking and fishing in Fall Creek gorge. Steve would
like to hear from John Tedesco and Mary Foster.

Well, I didn’t make it to the bottom of the
mail, so stay tuned to this space, and come to
reunion to see everyone you’ve missed for the last
35 years! If you can’t make it, please send news to:

Phyllis Haight Grummon, phg3@cornell.edu.c

quite a lot to Costa Rica, the Dominican Repub-
lic, France, Vietnam, and Thailand.

Brian Beglin dropped a short note to say that
his daughter Courtney will join her brother Brian
’10, a sophomore, at Cornell this fall. Kathy Wein-
berg, JD ’77, is “of counsel” with the law firm of
Jenner & Block LLP, still practicing in the area of
government contracts. “We closed our Dallas offices
early this year, so I am now part of the D.C. office,
but still living in Dallas and mostly working from
my new home office. And our family bought some
cliff-top land in beautiful Norwood, CO, last year,
overlooking Naturita Canyon, with amazing views
of the La Sal Mountains in Utah to the west, the
Uncompahgre Plateau to the north, and the San
Juan Mountains (where nearby Telluride is located)
to the south and east.” Michael Milano is in wealth
management and is on the board of directors of
the Jewish National Fund of Las Vegas, as well as
being an investment advisor to the Girl Scouts.

David Cox has recently started a new busi-
ness, called HomeServices. “Having been in con-
struction and technology sales for most of my
career I have decided to take control of my own
destiny. As a one-person company there are no
glamorous projects, but business is steady and
highly varied. Being self-employed, the freedom
is there to pursue other interests such as website
development and skiing. My two daughters are
now grown and one is married in Vermont. Dar-
lene and I still live in Connecticut and have been
married for 33 years. Living near Quinnipiac and
Yale, we try to get to as many of the games as
possible that are played in the area.” Ann Buck-
ler Addis is a speech language pathologist in pri-
vate practice in Pennsylvania working with chil-
dren who have a variety of communication and
learning problems. She and husband Reid just
became empty nesters, with the last of the brood
matriculating at Syracuse this year.

Bonni Schulman Dutcher is enjoying her new
job with Pfizer. “I have been working on new can-
cer drugs for years and Pfizer has a great pipeline
portfolio, so I am very busy. I am still in touch
with roomies Marianne Stein, who is married to
Jeff Coe, and Devon Osbahr Bingham ’75, MPS ’81.
I have enjoyed living in the D.C./Maryland area for
over eight years, and see lots of Cornell friends,
including Tom Dolan, BA ’77, Roger Boner, and
Steve Piekarec. Last year, I went on two great
vacations. One was a barge trip (wine tasting and
Impressionists and castles) on the Seine and Oise,
and then a cruise to Greece and Croatia from
Venice. I took up a new hobby about three years
ago, ballroom and swing dancing—mostly swing
and lindy hop. I dance at least three to four days
a week and have been having a blast! I get the
biggest kick when high school kids ask me to
dance. It’s great music and exercise and a lot of
fun. I’m looking forward to reunion and would
love to hear from old friends.”

On the personal front, both children are finally
off the payroll (OK, we’re still paying for the cell
phone and auto insurance), and Sue continues as
a highly regarded science teacher at our local mid-
dle school. The Brand Action Team, my business
of consulting with international wine and spirit
brands, continues to grow. The seminar we held in
London last October was a great success so we’re
going to repeat it this year. I’m just back from a
fascinating trip to Vienna and we are working
toward bringing in an absinthe to the US. Please
send in your news to: Steve Raye, spr23@
cornell.edu; Bill Howard, billhoward@comcast.
net; or Betsy Moore, emoore@cazenovia.edu.

c

74 I asked for comments on retire-
ment—whether any of you are
thinking or planning on it—and

got some interesting observations back . . . like
this one from Pete Saracino: “Retirement?! Are
you crazy?! I’m just getting started! Began a doc-
toral program in science education this past sum-
mer at the U. of Rochester in Rochester, NY. By
the time I earn it, I probably won’t remember who
I am! I was on campus last week, and the Arts
Quad, McGraw tower, the Straight, Barnes Hall, and
Sage Chapel are as beautiful as ever. Would love
to hear from Tom Birch, Pete Byrne ’75, or Joe
Kowalik.” So c’mon guys, send in some news!

Cathy Glaser commented, “At a time when
others may be looking toward retirement, my life
has gone into overdrive. While continuing as
director of the Writing Program at New York Law
School, my husband Steve Semlitz ’75, MBA ’76,
and I recently launched the Migraine Research
Foundation. We are looking to find a cure for
migraine in our spare time. Check us out at
www.migraineresearchfoundation.org. Chances are
you or someone you know suffers from the debil-
itating effects of migraine.”

My wife Sue (St. Clair)’s old (meaning from
the old days, not, like, “old”-old) suitemate Irene
Ovitt Werner answered my e-mail appeal for news.
“When my freshman roommate and I talk/e-mail/
write, we talk about our kids mostly and some
other family members (that would be Ann Maples
Yonker, who has four sons (two married) and one
granddaughter, works as a librarian, and is married
to Steve ’73, MCE ’74). I think and talk about
retirement all the time. Doctoring in an emergency
department is fun, challenging, and stimulating,
but I just don’t want to do it so much. After resign-
ing from the partnership in 2005, I’ve worked per
diem . . . and because we’re always short-handed,
I work more than when my sons were young. But
at least I have the flexibility to take off when I
want to. My ‘retirement goals’ are to volunteer in
my field in places where I’m really needed, and
I’ve had opportunities to do so in El Salvador and
South Africa, plus do what I’ve been doing—
sailing, exercising, gardening, and quilting—as
well as keep my husband Fred ’72, MME ’75, going
so I can retire and travel with him to many sites
of his research meetings (included Australia and
Taiwan in 2007).” Irene also reported that Barry
Wold, JD ’80, retired from the IRS a couple of
years ago and lives in Boston, walks everywhere,
and travels all over. Jim Dillon practically runs
Raquette Lake, NY, and on the side partners with
his brothers in a civil engineering firm.

From Benicia, CA, comes news from Rodger
Engebrethson, M Chem E ’75, who retired from
Shell after 32 years. He started working for Tesoro
as the engineering manager. He has one child at
Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo and a younger daughter
still in high school. He sounded the oft-heard
refrain of a busy schedule with schools, coaching
and playing soccer, and keeping track of kids. On
a more prosaic note (read: not retiring), Nancy
Lee Silverberg is a dermatologist in Laguna Hills,
CA, with husband Larry. They have been traveling
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75 Lots of news from lots of people.
Right to it. Fernando Lugo,
lugo@fernandolugo.com, is an

architect in Puerto Rico, enjoying rock-climbing
and golf after moving his practice from Caracas,
Venezuela, in 2003. Fran Melton-Levine, fmelton@
firstmanhattan.com, lives in Short Hills, NJ, and is
a tax manager at an investment advisory firm. She’s
visited daughter Emily ’10 at Cornell. Fran remem-
bers most fondly “great classes and chocolate chip
cookies at the Straight, and all my friends.” Win-
sor Jenkins, wjenkins@nwpipe.com, is VP, human
resources at Northwest Pipe Co. in Portland, and
lives in Lake Oswego, OR. He’s also a writer, hav-
ing recently published The Collaborator: Discover
Soccer as a Metaphor for Global Business Leadership.
Winsor would rather be vacationing in Hawaii,
although he most fondly remembers the snow and
the cold. He’d like to hear from Wally Del Valle.

Martha Simon, masimon@rcn.com, teaches
special ed at Lexington High School in Massachu-
setts and lives in Burlington, MA. She enjoys spend-
ing time with husband Monte Pearson and two
daughters, trying to keep up with their activities,
and doing committee work at her temple. Martha
wishes she had more time for reading, and more
time and energy to make a difference promoting
multi-cultural understanding and saving the forest
in her town. Linda Abercrombie (Exton, PA; laber
crombie@comcast.net) has taken a leave from her
career as a research scientist to raise her three girls.
She enjoys art classes, piano lessons, gourmet cook-
ing, and baking, and starting up and maintaining
a science fair for the elementary school students.
Linda is now seeking a “new” job as a scientific/
medical writer, college or high school teacher, or
consultant. Michelle Beadle, michelleb@cjfm.org,
is a minister with CJF Ministries in New Orleans.
She remembers the Cornell Choir in Boston con-
ducted by Michael Tilson Thomas.

Peter Saltonstall and wife Tacie live in King
Ferry, NY, and are co-owners of King Ferry Win-
ery on the east side of Cayuga Lake (producing
10,000 cases per year). Peter had a “Triple Crown”
win at the Int’l Eastern Wine Competition with his
2005 Dry Riesling, including winning “Best White
Wine.” He is heavily involved with Cornell, includ-
ing the Dean’s Advisory Council and the CALS
annual Vinification and Brewing Lab Gala dinner
and auction. David Wright, a landscape architect
in Branchville, NJ, has won top honors from the
Brick Industry Association—the most prestigious
competition showcasing work in clay paving and
face brick from residential builders and architects
throughout North America. David does residential,
commercial, and municipal design.

Charlie Wallace, cwallace@vipstructures.com,
in Skaneateles, NY, is president of VIP Develop-
ment Associates, doing commercial real estate
development. Charlie enjoys camping, hunting,
volunteering, spending time with wife Susan (“No
kids left at home!”), and recently completed a
half-ironman triathlon. He most remembers
“friends made at my fraternity, Phi Delta Theta.”
Lennard Roberts, BArch ’76, LnnrdRbrts@rch.
com, is a registered architect in Framingham,
MA. He married Christine Lyons in October ’07 at
Garden in the Woods in Framingham, founded by
Cornell alum Will Curtis. Stephen Semlitz, MBA
’76, SSemlitz@netco.com, is in Manhattan. He is
managing director for Hess Energy Trading Co., as
well as chairman of the Migraine Research Foun-
dation, and married to Cathy Glaser ’74. Stephen
enjoys golf, biking, and skiing, and would also
enjoy “a little less work and a little more golf.”

Ann Schleppi, acschlepp@embarqmail.com,
is in Las Vegas with husband Craig and has found
her calling as a Hospice social worker/team leader.
Ann enjoys jewelry making, buying “tacky yard art
and wind chimes,” and listening to her backyard
waterfall (“If I squint my eyes I can see Ithaca
Falls. Right . . .”). If she wins the lottery she
would start her animal sanctuary. Ann would like
to hear from Janet Rosen Zarowitz (“We exchange
holiday cards, but we have to do better than
that!”). Michael Rosepiler, ME ’76 (Houston, TX;
rosepimj@bp.com) is finance manager for British
Petroleum’s Gulf of Mexico offshore oil develop-
ments. He’s beginning to train for his third 150-
mile bike ride (Houston to Austin), a two-day
event with 13,000 riders. As for what Michael
would rather be doing: “Nothing different—
everything’s perfect!” And his fond Cornell mem-
ory: “Relaxing on the Arts Quad with friends.”
He’d like to hear from Brian Glover, ME ’76. Karen
Lafky Stoufer, DVM ’78 (Seattle, WA; kstoufer@
cvmusa.org) is director of training for the Chris-
tian Veterinary Mission, and along with husband
Ron fosters three orphan refugee teenage girls
from Bhutan/Nepal. He would like to hear from
Joanne Werntz and George Merrill ’74, DVM ’78.

Margerie “Tiggie” O’Boyle Gerli, jgerli@snet.
net, does Masters swimming and follows the career
of son Bennett ‘09 (Hotel) as defensive end on
the Cornell football team. Geoffrey Gyrisco,
GyriscoLLC@tds.net, is a realtor with Keller
Williams in Madison, WI. He has taken up hockey
after not skating more than a couple of times
since sophomore year—and is the second oldest
player in the Madison Gay Hockey Association
(“Never liked sports before”). His fondest memory:
“The incredible beauty of the campus and setting.”
Geoffrey would like to hear from John Whittaker.
David Levy, dlevy@sidley.com, is a partner at the
law firm of Sidley Austin in D.C., where he’s prac-
ticed postal, telecom, and transportation law since
1979. Barbara Kagan, JD ’78, bkagan@steptoe.
com, is public service counsel at Steptoe & John-
son in D.C., and married to Curt Mueller.

Karen Pearl, kpearl@glwd.org, is president
and CEO of God’s Love We Deliver in Manhattan.
Eric Rosenblum, eric@EPRresourcesLLC.com, lives
in Princeton, NJ, and is managing director for
EPR Resources. He is on the boards of Hun School
of Princeton and Capital Health Foundation, and
enjoys skiing and keeping up with friends and fam-
ily. Two of his three boys are working in the New
York area, and the third, Colin, is a freshman in the
Leeds School of Business at U. of Colorado, Boul-
der. Eric recently has started up his own real estate
development and consulting business. His fondest
memory: “The long but invigorating walks up Libe
Slope.” He would like to hear from Jim Freedman.

Finally, Gwenn Tannenbaum Canfield and
Joanne Meder report a huge Pi Beta Phi reunion
in NYC in April ’07 that included: Jane Jablons,
Elaine Johnson Ayres, Peggy Cangilos-Ruiz ’74
and daughter Rebecca Ruiz ’08, Diane Muka
Duthie, MBA ’88, Ann Goodrich Edgerton, Debbie
Rumble Flanagan ’74, MBA ’76, Betsy Grover,
Dolly Hearne Hintsa ’74, Diane Wright Hirsch
’74, Leslie Hudson, Nancy Hargrave Meislahn,
Laurie Clemente Milnor, Marcia Langwell Morris
’74, Leslie Canfield Perlman, Ellen Roche, Cheryl
Crandall Tangen, and Helga Valdmanis Toriello
’74 and daughter Allison. They enjoyed a Viet-
namese dinner from Saigon Grill at Jane’s apart-
ment on Friday night, Saturday brunch at the Cor-
nell Club-NYC, a visit to the Smithsonian’s Cooper
Hewitt Design Museum, a leisurely stroll down

Fifth Avenue (shopping was omitted from the
report; I am confident this was an oversight), Sat-
urday dinner at the District restaurant in the The-
atre District, an evening performance of The Pirate
Queen, and ended it all with Sunday breakfast at
the Cornell Club. I’m exhausted and exhilarated
just writing this. Wow! And, so, I close with one
question to Gwenn and Joanne: Can you please
plan our next reunion? Please? Mitch Frank,
mjfgator@gmail.com; Joan Pease, japease1032@
aol.com; Deb Gellman, dsgellman@hotmail.com;
and Karen DeMarco Boroff, boroffka@shu.edu.

c

76 Onward and upward: Jeryl Dansky
Kershner, a child psychiatrist, has
joined Alpert Jewish Family and

Children’s Services in Palm Beach Gardens, FL.
Jeryl went to medical school at the U. of Vermont,
did her postgraduate work at the U. of Arizona,
did a fellowship in developmental and behavioral
pediatrics at Children’s Hospital in Boston, and did
a fellowship in child and adolescent psychiatry at
Harvard Medical School. She practiced pediatrics
in Arizona for 20 years and says she enjoys deal-
ing with whole families. Jeryl says, “I’m also a
sleep specialist, and when I was in Boston I had
the opportunity to train for three years with Dr.
Richard Ferber,” known for his methods for teach-
ing young infants to learn how to fall asleep on
their own. Wish we’d been in touch with Jeryl
back in those sleepless baby days. Jeryl and hus-
band Robert have two daughters, 19 and 23. Jeryl
says she enjoys traveling, reading, and gourmet
cooking, and she’s just taken up golf.

Ilene Sherwyn Cooper is literally making law
these days. She is a partner at Farrell Fritz PC in
Uniondale, NY, and works with trusts and estates.
Recently, with the NYS Bar Association, Ilene
drafted an amendment to New York’s Estates Pow-
ers and Trusts Law that would allow non-marital
children to inherit in the same way as after-born
children. In 2006, Ilene drafted legislation, which
has now been signed into law, providing that abu-
sive parents whose rights have been legally ter-
minated are disqualified from inheriting from the
abused child’s estate. Ilene went to law school at
Hofstra and lives in Dix Hills, NY. She is an adjunct
professor at Touro Law School and serves on the
boards of the Hills Foundation, the Suffolk County
Child Care Council, Child Abuse Prevention Ser-
vices, Half Hollow Hills Business Advisory Council,
Children’s Medical Fund Corporate Alliance, Touro
Law School, and the Long Island Women’s Agenda.

At this slow time of year, I sometimes resort to
e-mailed pleas for news for this column. Happily, a
few kind souls usually come through with the good
stuff. From Virginia, Linda Busch Disselkamp writes,
“My twin sons graduated from high school and
headed for college in 2006. Brian is now a sopho-
more at Virginia Tech, and Craig is a second year at
UVA. We are very proud and they continue to thrive
at their respective schools despite the rivalry.

“In September, we rescued a cocker spaniel as
a pet for our daughter Sarah, who is now 10 years
old, to teach her responsibility and give her com-
panionship when the boys are away. During the
summer, the boys work at a day camp at our tem-
ple and that allows her to be a camper, so they
are together all week long. In 2005, we moved her
to a gifted and talented magnet school, which is
wonderful. In 4th grade, she learned to play the
violin and this year she is trying the flute and is
also in the 5th grade chorus, which performed at
the Pageant of Peace at the national Christmas
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tree in December. She continues to enjoy Girl
Scouts, so I co-lead the troop she belongs to.

“In 2006, I had a knee replacement which
developed complications, so I had three surgeries
and was out of work for eight months. I have
returned to my job as a legal editor for BNA, and
this past September the company moved from D.C.
to Crystal City, VA. Since we live in Vienna, I am
enjoying my new commute and discovering the
wonderful neighborhood. I also discovered yoga
while working out at a new gym in town that I
joined to rehabilitate my knee, and that has been
life-changing. My husband is still a cameraman for
ABC News, which has allowed him to travel all
over the world. He has also been covering the
White House, so we went to the Christmas party
for the press and were able to bring Brian. He
wore a VT lapel pin, which engaged the President
in a conversation about the tragedy last spring.
Tech reminds me so much of Cornell, which must
be why I love it so much. Go Hokies!”

Margurette Mattucci Straley, DVM ’80, who
lives in North Carolina, also responded to my
note. She writes, “Now divorced for the second
(and final!) time, I have two children, Martin, 5,
and Madelyn, 9. Yes, I did wait a while for moth-
erhood, but it’s all good. Martin is adopted and a
real joy to have in my life (as is my bio daughter,
of course!). I own a small animal veterinary prac-
tice in Charlotte, NC, and for a small price could
employ your children or grandchildren in their
quest to be a veterinarian. I’ve been running my
daughter’s chess club at school for the last four
years, and we play some tournaments also. Both
my kids play hockey; that’s pretty funny down
here in the South. I’m also a community coun-
selor for an au pair agency called Euraupair. Hav-
ing a live-in ‘nanny’ has been a real godsend for
me, so I supervise the group in the area and try
to promote some international goodwill! Feel free
to contact me at thegrete@bellsouth.net.”

“I could write volumes,” said Frank McElroy
in response to my e-mail. In a short first volume
(we’ll watch for more), Frank writes, “Just had a
card from fellow ‘76er Barbara Bockbrader, my
first love and great friend, who lives in Alford,
MA. I’ve practiced law in Massachusetts since
1981 (graduate of Washington U., University City,
MO). Now married to Heather, my second cousin,
living on the Sunshine Coast in British Columbia
(mainland-accessible only by ferry or float plane;
i.e., no roads in or out) and Marblehead, MA. Had
a bear in the yard last week and panther sleeping
on the roof recently. I’m trying to immigrate, and
my wife/partner is trying to get to San Francisco
to start an internship at Sierra Magazine. We are
starting a business here focused on carbon off-
sets, and I am looking toward being called to the
Bar, the Law Society of British Columbia, within
a year. Trying to raise funds for reconstruction of
the ski jump at Harris Hill in Brattleboro, VT, one
of the premier ski jumps in the world. Only $200K
left to raise.” Thinking back to the West Coast, I
wish I had space for the fantastic photo Frank
sent, taken from the snow-capped Dakota Ridge
looking out toward the Strait of Georgia just a
few miles from his cottage. Wow!

Finally, an update on our classmate Sandy
Widener’s daughter Katy (Sandy, her husband
John Parr, and their older daughter Chase died in
a tragic car accident just before Christmas). As of
this writing, Katy is doing remarkably well, recu-
perating at the Boise home of Sandy’s sister Carol
and my brother Bo (they’re married). Katy may be
able to return to Denver to finish her senior year

of high school, at least part-time. Thank you to
those who so kindly expressed their sympathies.
It’s all a reminder of how much old friends mean
to each other. Let’s all keep in touch. Pat Relf
Hanavan, relf@tds.net; Karen Krinsky Sussman,
Krinsk54@optonline.net; and Lisa Diamant,
Ljdiamant@verizon.net.

c

a legal compliance officer at JP Morgan Chase.
Thank you for all the news, Ruth.

Chuck Samul is married to Pamela Shipley and
is director of client outreach for DASNY, which
finances and builds for colleges, hospitals, health-
care facilities, libraries, and other not-for-profit
entities. When not doing this, he enjoys reading,
working out, good wine, food, friends, and visiting
daughter Sophie at Skidmore. Chuck also enjoys
kayaking on Lake Champlain and hiking in the
Adirondacks. He has been working with Cornell on
creative financing and helping finance green facil-
ities across New York State. What he misses most
about Cornell is the snowball fights and PBF. He
sees Mike Nolan regularly and reconnected with
Craig Pine and Doug Minard this year. He would
like to hear from Steve Riessen.

Bruce Schafer, MBA ’79, is working long hours
(12 per day) at Morgan Stanley, where he is a vice
president. He would rather be fishing in Florida or

traveling through Germany, neither of which he has
done in many years. Bruce misses the diversity of
backgrounds, cultures, and interests of the Cornell
student body, as well as contra-dancing. He would
like to hear from Cindy Morris Lennon. Rita Red-
berg (my classmate from the U. of Pennsylvania
School of Medicine) is a cardiologist and professor
of medicine at the U. of California, San Francisco,
where she conducts research in health policy and
technology assessment. She is married to David
Larson and recently took a family kayaking trip to
the Galapagos. After hours, Rita enjoys travel,
reading, hiking, and bicycling. What Rita misses
most about Cornell is the 9 p.m. Straight breaks.

Anne Mayer was just promoted to director
of nutritional services at Jersey Shore U. Medical
Center. She is married to Daniel Tagatac. In her
spare time, Anne is an independent consultant
and branch leader for the Longaberger Co. Recently
Anne traveled to Cornell to see daughter Laura ’08
play rugby and daughter Elise ’10 run track. Rox-
anne Nersesian Paul coordinates the Community
Wildlife Habitat Program at the National Wildlife
Federation, where she works with fellow Cornellian
Craig Tufts ’69, MS ’76, the chief naturalist. She
enjoys bike riding and rides to work once a week
(15 miles round trip). Roxanne fondly remembers
her trips with the Cornell Outing Club, where she
served as president senior year. She would like to
hear from anyone in the 1973-77 Outing Club.

Many of our classmates sent their children to
the Cornell Summer College program for talented
high school students last summer so that they
could see Cornell firsthand (and not when it’s
snowing). The attendees included Robert, MBA
’78, and Jennifer Laity’s son Robbie; Dennis, BFA
’78, and Lilian Tang Soohoo ’78’s daughter
Hilary; Harris and Jodi Burack Leopold’s daugh-
ters Brynn and Beth; Frederick and Carolyn Mroz
Sellars ’78’s daughter Alyson; and Lewis, MS ’80,
and Marian Ruderman Weinstock ’79’s daughter
Rachel. Hopefully, this is the beginning of long
and beautiful relationships with Cornell.

That’s the news for spring 2008. Please for-
ward news and views (and encourage friends

77 We begin the news of spring
2008 with word from one of our
class poets. Sharon Dolin, PhD

’90, won the 2007 Donald Hall Prize in Poetry for
her book Burn and Dodge, which will be published
by the U. of Pittsburgh Press in the fall of 2008.
The sponsoring organization for the prize is the
Association of Writers and Writing Programs
(AWP). She is the author of three previous books
of poems: Realm of the Possible, Serious Pink, and
Heart Work. Sharon is poet-in-residence at Eugene

Lang College, the New School for Liberal Arts. She
also teaches poetry workshops at the Unterberg
Poetry Center of the 92nd Street Y and directs the
Center for Book Arts Annual Letterpress Poetry
Chapbook Competition in New York City, where
she lives with her 9-year-old son Sam. Congratu-
lations on your success, Sharon.

Doug Kallen is a partner in a law firm in
Burlington, VT, specializing in criminal defense
and family law. He is also president of the Ver-
mont Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers.
Not surprising for someone living in Vermont,
Doug’s extracurricular activities include cross-
country skiing, snowshoeing, and downhill skiing
as well a road biking, tennis, and hiking. Michael
Steiner, MD ’81, has an active oculoplastic prac-
tice and is president of Community Doctors, which
is about to open its “beta” site for medical edu-
cation and networking. When not practicing med-
icine, he is climbing and traveling to third world
countries. Most recently, he traveled to Dharm-
sala, India, the location of the Dalai Lama’s head-
quarters, where Mike worked at the Tibetan Chil-
dren’s Village and hiked the local “hills” (or what
others would call mountains).

Kathy Murphy is a urologic surgeon in New
Jersey whose son Sean Bruno is a member of the
Class of 2011. Kathy works as a chauffeur after
hours, transporting her children to football, squash,
field hockey, and lacrosse games. She otherwise
has a busy urologic practice, is involved in CAAAN
activities and the Cornell New York Phonathon,
and is a class officer. She would like to travel
more. She misses the people and faculty at Cor-
nell and the Ithaca fall. Ruth Raisfeld is cele-
brating the fifth anniversary of her dispute reso-
lution legal practice, where she serves as a
mediator, arbitrator, neutral investigator, and
trainer. She is in touch with Dana Eisenman
Sherwin, who is at Deloitte; Laura Elterman, an
architect; Mike Brizel, JD ’80, general counsel at
Saks Fifth Avenue; Elise Epner, a college coun-
selor; Judy Gross, who specializes in hedge fund
compliance; Lisa Hunter, BS ’79, a compensa-
tion specialist; and Sylvia Hashagen Dempsey,

‘If I squint my eyes I can see 
Ithaca Falls. Right . . . ’ Ann Schleppi ’75
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to contribute) to: Howie Eisen, heisen@
drexelmed.edu; Mark Petracca, mppetrac@
orion.oac.uci.edu; or Annette Mulee, annette@
mulee.com.

c the 30th ever since our 25th Reunion drew to a
close. Let’s plan on making this reunion the best
attended ever for the Class of ’79.

Recently I caught up with my old friend and
roommate Denise Gilbert. She has been living in
California for almost 25 years and currently resides
in Portola Valley near Palo Alto. After many years
working as a CFO in the genetic engineering field,
Denise now serves on the board of directors of sev-
eral corporations. She fills her free time with hik-
ing and taking care of her Portuguese water dog.
She also plans on spending more time in the wine
country now that she owns property there. Living
near Denise in Los Altos, Jane Kornfield Bessin
(jbessin@stanford.edu) is the director of develop-
ment at Stanford U. Jane also maintains a full vol-
unteer schedule at the Community Services Agency
and the National Charity League, and as parent
liaison at the Woodside Priory School. She recently
completed a term as the chairperson for the Cornell
Council Committee of Admissions and Financial Aid.
Jane and husband Bob recently took a three-week
trip to Turkey, Ukraine, Bulgaria, and Romania that
was amazing. Despite all of this adventure, Jane
would love to be a student again like her daugh-
ter who attends UCLA. She would like to hear from
Carol Carberry, DVM ’82, and Alice Freyer Bonner.

The Rev. George Schultze SJ (GeorgeE
Schultze@aol.com) is also living in Los Altos, at
the Jesuit Retreat House. George is a professor of
social ethics and the field education director and
spiritual director at St. Patrick’s Seminary and U.
in Menlo Park, CA. He spends his spare time being
chaplain to the Mi Familia en Cristo radio pro-
gram, acting as an advisor to Catholics for a Com-
mon Good, and caring for his elderly mother.
George would like to hear from Michael Little-
john and Masaru Kakutani ’78. John Wilkinson
(John@bintobottle.com) writes that he is the
owner of a custom crush winery and a corporate
team building company. His winery business, Bin
to Bottle, is located in Napa, CA, and is currently
in expansion mode. John and wife Peggy enjoy
golf, guitar, travel, and skiing. John would love
to hear from Don Uyeno ’78.

Patty Enggaard Betz has been busy taking
care of sons Bryan, 11, and Parker, 7. Now that
her youngest child has started school full-time,
she is planning on working outside the home
again. After living in Houston for nine years, the
Betz family moved to Mill Creek, WA, a suburb of
Seattle, in 2006. Patty would love to have old
Cornell friends visit them in Washington and can
be reached at golfer610@aol.com. Recently Patty
has been in touch with Amy Warner Charlton and
would love to hear from Mary Schillinger. Trav-
eling extensively throughout the US, Robert Feld-
man (Feldmanrobert@sbcglobal.net) is enjoying
the challenges of his new job as VP, experiential
development for Madison Park Management. This
newly developed minority-based company is in-
volved in acquiring under-performing hotels and
developing enhanced service and revenue streams.
When Robert is not traveling for work he is busy
supporting the activities of his two sons. Older
son Daniel ’09 is a Hotelie, and Marc is a “super-
champ” tennis player in high school. Robert and
his wife Gracia reside in San Antonio, TX.

Much further north, in Skokie, IL, Felice Fisch-
er (fbf5657@yahoo.com) is a social work con-
sultant to group homes for adults with mental
retardation. In her spare time she volunteers at
her children’s school and the synagogue. She
would love to hear form Nancy Kaplan Tancer,
Debbie Klein Goldberger, and Judy Sturtz Karp.

78 Greetings from Washington State!
By the time you read this, we’ll
be less than a month away from

our 30th Reunion. Don’t procrastinate any more.
Make plans to come if you haven’t already. You
never know whom you’ll meet at reunion. At our
25th, I met Steven Gelb, who lives in my neigh-
borhood in Seattle. If you were at the 25th
Reunion, you’ll remember the band we had for
Saturday night’s dance, The Destination. They will
be playing at one of the Arts Quad tents this year,
so come with your dancing shoes. By the time
this column is published, we should also know if
reunion co-chair Mary Bowler Jones won election
to the Board of Trustees. Mary’s older son Matt
’10 is finishing his sophomore year at Cornell.
Matt was born three days before our 10th
Reunion, which Mary also chaired.

Several classmates have children who attended
the Cornell Summer College Program in 2007, in-
cluding Brian Kushner, PhD ’84’s daughter Aman-
da; Lilian Tang Soohoo’s daughter Hilary; Lewis
Wirshba’s son Aaron; Henry Blauvelt’s daughter
Christine; and Carolyn Mroz Sellars’s daughter
Alyson. Nothing like starting them off early . . . 

Last December we visited family, friends, and
classmates on the East Coast. Our timing was
impeccable. It snowed in Seattle the day we left
and we experienced the first “lake effect” snow-
storm of the season in Upstate New York. We
stopped in Ithaca on our way to my mother’s
house and visited with Janet O’Connor Car-
ruthers and husband Peter ’77, MS ’80. They live
with a teenaged son, two cats, a couple of ducks,
and the ubiquitous Cayuga Heights deer. (The cats
live indoors; the other critters live outside.) Janet
and Peter’s son is about to graduate from Ithaca
High School and plans to go into art.

Roger Cohen lives in Nyack, NY, and does
business consulting and grantwriting for startup
companies. In addition, I think he knows every
sushi joint in the Tri-State area. I had lunch with
Nina Silfen in midtown Manhattan one day. Her
daughter (my honorary niece) started kinder-
garten this year. On the last leg of the trip, I vis-
ited with Vic Janas in New Jersey. His wife,
Bernadette (Garchinsky), PhD ’93, is one of my
best friends from graduate school. Vic is a patent
agent with Johnson & Johnson and recently made

the switch from medical devices to consumer
products. This has taken some getting used to for
him. These days his products hit the market soon
after approval by the US Patent Office rather than
getting tested for years prior to marketing.

Peter Schacknow is a senior producer at CNBC
and has been appointed as a member of the WVBR
Board of Directors. The station’s board of direc-
tors advises current station management, works
on long-term planning, and approves a variety of
financial and other decisions affecting WVBR. Peter
writes, “I’m proud to be serving the station that
helped launch my career! Pat Lyons ’79 and Larry
Epstein ’76, MBA ’78, are among fellow board
members who were at the station when I was. It’s
the ’70s all over again!” Jeanne-Marie Phillips
Jervey resides in Stamford, CT, with her husband
and 12-year-old son Brett. She is owner of Health-
Flash Marketing, a marketing communications firm
specializing in medical devices and information
technology, as well as general healthcare promo-
tion. She would welcome contact from fellow Cor-
nellians at jphillips@healthflashmarketing.com.

Christopher Ward lives with wife Julia and
children in Philadelphia. By day he’s a pharma-
ceutical representative for Procter & Gamble, but
he’s branched out into bronze sculpture, specifi-
cally portrait busts of children. His work is on dis-
play at the National Arts Club and the David Find-
lay Gallery in New York City. The one old Cornell
friend he’d like to hear from is the Admissions
Office for his son Dylan. Lori Wasserman Karbel’s
daughters are both at the U. of Maryland. Lori
works at Bausch & Lomb in Rochester, NY, and
managed a major software upgrade last year.

Some classmates’ nests are emptier than oth-
ers these days. Anne Sierk has both children set-
tled in college, and her husband is on sabbatical
at the U. of Cambridge. She went to visit him in
November and took a side trip to Stratford-on-
Avon and saw Henry V performed by the Royal
Shakespeare Company. That’s all the news for now.
See you at reunion! Cindy Fuller, cjfuller@
mindspring.com; Pepi F. Leids, PLeids@aol.com.

c

79 It’s hard to believe that it has
been almost 30 years since our
graduation. It is, of course, a

significant accomplishment to have gone through
many of the trials and tribulations of life. What
better way to celebrate than catching up with old
classmates at the 30th Reunion next year? The
reunion committee, co-chaired by Larry Stone
and Steve Magacs, has been working on plans for
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Amy Soudan (amysoudan@aol.com) writes from
Chicago that she is busy with her position as the
project coordinator for the renovation of Rock of
Our Salvation Evangelical Free Church. In her spare
time she enjoys gardening and has built a large
container garden full of flowers in her back yard.
The windy city is also home to Elizabeth Perl and
her husband Wayne Miller. Elizabeth is a clinical
psychologist in private practice and an assistant
professor at Northwestern U. Her book Psycho-
therapy with Adolescent Girls and Young Women:
Fostering Autonomy Through Attachment was pub-
lished in February by Guilford Press.

In a related career, Beth Linderman (rkimbal
4@twcny.rr.com) writes that she works part-time
as the executive director of Family Counseling Ser-
vice of Northern New York and as a clinical social
worker in private practice. She and her husband
Robert Kimball live in Watertown, NY, where they
enjoy babysitting for their granddaughter Lillian
every chance they get. They are also kept busy
traveling to visit Beth’s elderly parents and to see
their daughter’s collegiate swim meets. Beth still
finds time to enjoy bicycling in addition to her
other activities. She would love to hear form her
old friend Beth Richie Bush. Chuck Lill and wife
Ann (Warner) ’78, DVM ’82, live in Honeoye Falls,
NY, with their four children, who range in age from
5 to 20 years old. Oldest son Luke ’10 is a sopho-
more at Cornell. Chuck is president and CEO of
Frank Lill and Son Inc., a firm that provides power
plant contractors and engineers. In his spare time
Chuck coaches youth hockey and baseball.

From Elmhurst, NY, Joanne Simon (JMS1143@
aol.com) writes that she is the director of compen-
sation for Sony BMG Music Entertainment. She also
keeps busy teaching Confirmation classes to 8th
graders at St. Adalbert’s Church. Joanne would love
to hear from Martha Obler Kohn ’81 and Eileen
Chambers. Peg Caldwell-Ott and husband Derek
have been busy maintaining their new website,
pegndereksnorkeling.com. They had the pleasure
of taking two cruises this summer on the Norwe-
gian Spirit and look forward to taking voyages in
the future. When Peg isn’t in the water she’s the
science department chair and lower school science
teacher at St. Bernard’s School in NYC. She is also
the editor of the school yearbook and learned
how to do this task digitally this year. Peg can be
reached at caldwellott@pipeline.com and would
love to hear from anyone from the ILC. Another
water enthusiast, Jesse Cohen (jcohen555@com
cast.net) writes that he enjoys scuba diving in his
free time as well as golfing and spinning. He and
wife Felicia Freed live in Summit, NJ, where Jesse
is involved in commercial real estate acquisitions.
Jesse would like to hear from Gregg Popkin.

Many classmates have been busy getting chil-
dren prepared for college and several have had the
opportunity to participate in the Cornell University
Summer College Program. In 2007, Stephen Wald’s
daughter Amy, Marian Ruderman Weinstock’s
daughter Rachel, and Robert, MBA ’80, and Cathy
Sue Dick Weiss’s daughter Michele were among the
many talented high school students who were able
to take a summer course at Cornell. If you would
like more information about this program, visit the
website, http://www.sce.cornell.edu/sc/.

Your class correspondents would love to hear
from you. Send us an e-mail and let us know
what’s going on in your life. You can write us at
classof79@cornell.edu, or directly at: Kathy
Zappia Gould, rdgould@comcast.net; Cynthia
Ahlgren Shea, cynthiashea@hotmail.com; and
Cindy Williams, cew32@cornell.edu.

c

80 We are enjoying the lovely
spring weather and looking for-
ward to a fun-filled summer of

surf, sand, and sun. Many of us have experienced
special occasions this spring with graduations and
celebrations, and we would love to hear news
about you and your family as we reach the mid-
point of our 50th birthday year. Steve Radin and
I are still located on the Upper West Side of Man-
hattan, and Jason, 14, and Jeffrey, 11, just fin-
ished busy basketball and baseball seasons. We
have not yet made the transition to the big 50 and
are enjoying our 40s for as long as possible.

I enjoyed starting the 50th birthday year
with a Cornell birthday party organized by Jeff
Estabrook, JD ’83, in connection with the CACO
Mid-Winter Meeting in February. The party at the
Philadelphia Racquet Club was attended by Jeff
and wife Lisa, Mark Brozina and wife Elizabeth
Gardner, Peter Hawley, Victoria Conn Halliday and
her husband, Nancy MacIntyre Hollinshead, Jill
Abrams Klein, Jeff Lindy, Flann Lippincott, Eric
Meren, Tom and Sharon Hulkower Murphy, Jodi
Diehl Nestle, William Niedrach and wife Sue,
Karen Vecchio Simons, and Matthew Sola, BA ’83.
Nancy told us that her son Robert starred as Au-
drey 2, the voice of the plant, in his high school’s
spring production of Little Shop of Horrors and made
the New York All-State for voice, and her daughter
Jen recently started a job as the graphics editor
for the Chicago Tribune. Reunion planning has
started for 2010 and Nancy welcomes your help.

Steve and I will be attending the bas mitzvah
of Rachael Rubin, daughter of Alan and Janet
Goldin Rubin ’79 on May 24 at the Congregation
B’Nai Israel in Millburn, NJ. The service will be
followed by a fun party in Short Hills and we
hope to see classmates Margery Salshutz Brauner,
Linda Ripps Feder, Esther Elkin Mildner, and
Beth Anderson.

The best part about writing this column is
hearing from your Cornell friends—and two bud-
dies from U-Hall 2 sent me e-mails. My roommate
freshman year and a fellow ILR student, Janet
Behrman DelGreco writes that she and husband
Rob celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary last
year and were honored by the Valhalla Schools
Foundation at the Annual Comedy Night in March
for their contributions to the Valhalla community.
Janet has been very involved with the PTA for the
past 20 years and also served on the NYS PTA
Board of Managers for five years. Janet is the
proud mom of Robert, 24, who is completing grad-
uate school and will be teaching elementary edu-
cation, Michael, 21, who is attending Boston U.
and studying elementary education, and Matthew,
17, a senior in high school and a musician.

Tracy Thomson, who was the only Fine Arts
major on the girls’ floor of U-Hall 2, writes that
she has lived in the French Quarter of New Orleans
for the past 20 years. She moved in 2007 to a
nearby neighborhood, the Bywater in the Upper
Ninth Ward, a haven for artists and musicians, lo-
cated only two blocks from the Mississippi River.
Tracy makes and sells her own hats and costumes
at her website, www.kabukihats.com, and also at
dutchalleyonline.com and www.b-native.com.

On a sad note, we extend our condolences to
the family of Joseph Rich, MS ’86, who passed
away at the end of 2007, his wife Beth Florin, MS
’85, and their children. Joe was the chairman of
Pearl Meyer & Partners in Boston and specialized
in executive and board compensation issues. Joe
was an active volunteer for Cornell and served as
a member of the ILR Alumni Association board of

directors with Beth and the ILR Dean’s Advisory
Council. Contributions may be made to a fund es-
tablished at ILR in Joe’s memory, the Joseph R.
Rich Memorial Fund, and may be sent to the at-
tention of Chris Crooker at the ILR School, Cornell
University, 309 Ives Hall, Ithaca, NY 14853.

Enjoy the many exciting developments that
this summer and fall will bring, and please write us
so your Cornell friends can share your news and be-
come reacquainted. Happy 50th birthday! Leona
Barsky, Leonabarsky @aol.com; Dik Saalfeld, rfs25
@cornell.edu; Dana Jerrard, dej24 @cornell.edu;
Tim O’Connor, tvoc0744 @optonline.net; and
Cynthia Addonizio-Bianco, caa28 @cornell.edu.
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81 Adil Ahmad, MBA ’83, writes, “It’s
hard to believe that all these years
have gone by since we completed

undergrad at Cornell, and nearly as many years
since I completed my MBA.” On the professional
side, he left the ANZ Bank after nearly 20 years
(and various postings over three continents) to
join the Kuwait Int’l Bank (KIB) as CEO in Octo-
ber 2006. Since then, they have converted KIB
from a real estate bank to a full commercial bank,
and just recently closed a successful first year as
a commercial bank. On the personal side, Adil, his
wife, and daughter have settled into life in
Kuwait very well. His son is completing his last
year in high school in boarding school in Thailand
and is currently applying to universities for fall
2008. Of course Cornell is at the top of his list.
Also from halfway around the world, Anil Bawa is
working in New Delhi, India, as a business head
at Jubilant Organosys in their Advance Interme-
diates and Vitamins division. He has been in New
Delhi since 1990 and travels extensively within
India, Southeast Asia, and China.

In the Baltimore region, Kristi Bleyer ’82 had
her annual post-holiday Cornell lunch in D.C. to
share photo cards and letters. Jill Flack, Naomi
Gelzer Kettler, BArch ’82, and Martha Garcia
Cairnie all met and compared extended networks.
Since I was recently in Baltimore for an American
Field Service conference (I was an exchange stu-
dent to Brazil in high school), I was able to see
my longtime friend Nancy Haas. We figured out
that we hadn’t seen each other in 20 years (how
could that be?). Nancy is doing well as a com-
mercial real estate lawyer and is enjoying her kids
Justin and Maddie. She has a wonderful husband,
Jim, who is in the DA’s office.

I have started a new position as marketing
manager for the Gift of Life Foundation (giftoflife.
org). They do amazing work as they match up
Jewish donors with those that need bone marrow
transplants. It’s quite different for me, and I love
the six-minute commute to the office in Boca
Raton. When I was in Chicago a few months ago,
I got wind of the fact that my pal Karen Osofsky
Michelson (now living in Seattle) was also in
town. While many of you are sending your kids off
to college, Karen and I are just beginning. Karen’s
little one, Matan, was born in the spring of ’07,
while my little one, Ella, was born in August ’06.
Ella is growing by leaps and bounds and even did
a TV commercial for Publix (the main supermar-
ket chain in Florida). Someone has to earn the
dollars for the Ivy League education!

Paul Flugel has been living in Glen Ellyn, IL
(suburban Chicago), and works for the Nielsen Co.,
consulting with consumer package goods compa-
nies on how to improve the ROI of their market-
ing spending. This is a career that he never could
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have anticipated, given that he was a Physics
major back at Cornell! He’s run into quite a few
Cornell alumni, including Celia Rodee and her
husband Peter Cooper ’80. Kevin Flynn, MPS ’85,
is one-third owner and partner in the marketing
communications firm Martino Flynn LLC, one of
the fastest-growing firms in Rochester. Kevin has
climbed the “Seven Summits”—the highest peak
on each continent (eight if you count Carstensz).
He has climbed Mt. Everest (Asia), Mt. McKinley
(North America), Kilimanjaro (Africa), Aconcagua
(South America), Mt. Kosciuszko (Australia), Elbrus
(Europe), Carstensz Pyramid (Indonesia), and Mt.
Vinson (Antarctica). Wow—kudos to you!

From the Boston area, Chris Crehan has be-
come involved in refereeing soccer games. He plays
in an over-40 league on Sunday mornings, but has
been refereeing high school games in fall and club
games in spring. He is sure that he was much more
polite to refs when he was younger! Paul Evans,
park and recreation manager of NYC Parks District
14, tells us that in August 2007 he was assigned
to Riverside Park to manage horticulture, special
events, and staff development and to collaborate
on volunteer projects. (Riverside Park is 430 acres
of parkland along the Hudson River.)

Jim and Rary Dowling Gibson (Point Lookout,
NY) celebrated their 26th wedding anniversary this
past summer. Rary is a nurse, accountant, and most
recently co-owner of a new business that stages
homes for rental and/or sale. Jim is busy practic-
ing law at Powley & Gibson PC. They have five
great kids. As hard as Rary and Jim tried, none of
the kids has had any interest in Cornell. Jim is in
touch with Howie Borkan and Tim Strawman, as
they work in the area. And Rary’s roommate Mary
Cusano Amsterdam keeps in touch with them, too.
Jim tries to make it back to the annual golf out-
ing for the hockey team each summer. This past
summer he was glad to see Doug Berk, Steve
Shandley, and Will Connell there.

Steve Ritchey tells us about the CACO Mid-
Winter Meeting in February in Philadelphia; Lisa
Kremer Ullmann and Monique Van Perlstein also
attended. They have begun the initial planning
for a series of 50th birthday parties around the
country. They expect to begin them in February
’09 in Philadelphia and move from city to city
over the course of the year. They are looking for
volunteers to help with the events, which they
are trying to put together in at least eight to ten
places around the country. We would like to do
this in areas where YOU have the interest. Go to
the website for regular updates and to volunteer
or sign up to attend. Look for more info as plans
develop and the time grows closer.

As always . . . help keep the class website
(http://classof81.alumni.cornell.edu) interesting
and meaningful. Send in news, pictures, etc., to
our ever-faithful webmaster and to your corre-
spondents. We really enjoy hearing from you! 
Betsy Silverfine, bsilverfine@comcast.net; Kathy
Philbin LaShoto, lashoto@rcn.com; and Jennifer
Read Campbell, ronjencam@aol.com.

c

reporting that they are parents of current or future
Cornellians. Brian ’78, PhD ’84, and Wendi Blum
Kushner’s daughter Amanda will be attending Cor-
nell’s College of Engineering this fall. Amanda is a
third-generation legacy with two Cornell grandpar-
ents, in addition to her two Cornell parents. Wendy
also reports that she and Brian will be celebrating
their 25th wedding anniversary this summer. To
celebrate, the whole family will be traveling to
Paris and Moscow. Janet Barsky reports that her
son Andrew will be a freshman in CALS this fall.
Janet and husband Robert live on Long Island with
Andrew and Diana, who is 14. Janet maintains con-
tact with Lisa Milcos Livanos ’83, Cathy Dobkins
Gabel, and Maria Sekas-Krum ’84. She serves on
the board of the Elija School, a school for children
with autism, and on her local public library board.

Many of our classmates have also been send-
ing their children to Cornell’s Summer College.
Information regarding the program can be found
at www.summercollege.cornell.edu. Last summer,
attendees included Benjamin, son of Regina
Robinson and Gary Blackburn ’81; Kristi, daugh-
ter of William and Julie De Simone Conner;
Brian, son of Amy Brown Giles; Amanda, daugh-
ter of Brian and Wendi Blum Kushner; Alexis,
daughter of John, MME ’83, MBA ’84, and Rhonda
Alexis Dirvin ’84; and Scott, son of Jonathan
and Barbara Flax Berger.

Christine Hoeflich reports that she has pub-
lished a book entitled What Everyone Believed: A
Memoir of Intuition and Awakening. She is hope-
ful that she will soon secure an arrangement with
a publisher for worldwide distribution. A synopsis
(edited for space): When a series of puzzling, dev-
astating life events drive an Ivy League-trained
engineer into despair, she searches within for her
own truth and wisdom and discovers that when you
connect to your intuition, you access a level of
purpose, synchronicity, and universal cooperation
that isn’t possible coming from your own person-
al goals or agenda. New information in this book
helps us develop trust in our intuition, get in touch
with our life purpose, and lead more satisfying
lives. It is also a practical guide for navigating this
complicated and challenging time that some peo-
ple have been referring to as the “Great Shift.”

Some of our classmates participated in a
mini-skiing reunion this past winter. Hanan Kolko,
John Abrams, Rick Beyman, and Marc Jacoby all
enjoyed fresh snow and time together in Brecken-
ridge, CO. They report that while enjoying the ski
conditions and the outdoor hot tubs, they remi-
nisced about their time together at Sperry Hall.

Eric Alterman was recently appointed profes-
sor of English and journalism at Brooklyn College
and a professor of journalism at the new CUNY
Graduate School of Journalism. Eric continues to
remain a media columnist for the Nation, the
“Altercation Weblogger,” and as a senior fellow at
Media Manage for America, a senior fellow at the
Center for American Progress, and a historical
consultant for HBO Films. He has also published
his seventh book, entitled Why We Are Liberals: A
Political Handbook for Post-Bush America and
resides on the Upper West Side of Manhattan.

Lee Drake is the CEO of OS-Cube Inc. in Roch-
ester, NY. He has recently celebrated his 25th wed-
ding anniversary with Valerie (Phillips). They have
one son, Calvin, 15. Lee serves on numerous boards
in the Rochester area, including the Rochester
Small Business Council, the Genesee Valley Chap-
ter of the Society for Human Resource Manage-
ment, the Rochester Neighborhood of the Arts
Business Association, and the Rochester Jobs

Service Employer Committee. We have several ac-
tive attorneys and investors in our class with news
to report. Thomas Gagne is the owner/president
of the attorney offices of Thomas Gagne LLC,
with offices in Greenville and Spartanburg, SC.
Tom adds that he will be graduating with an exec-
utive business degree from Harvard Business
School this spring and has three active children,
Katy, 13, Jeff, 12, and Collin, 5, with wife Judy.

Stuart Bressman, JD ’85, joined Proskauer
Rose LLP last summer as a partner in the corporate
department of their New York office. Stuart had
previously been a partner at Thelen Reid Brown
Raysman & Steiner LLP, where he served as a co-
head of their corporate and securities department.
David Weis reports that as a senior partner with
Wainwright Investment Counsel LLC, he is busy
with his company’s health club chain, the Beacon
Hill Athletic Club, which now has eight locations in
the Boston area. David resides in Boca Raton, FL,
with his wife Claire and their daughter Talia, 2-1/2.

Tom Flickinger is the proud owner of a new
online fine and rare wine retailing business, Flick-
inger Wines. Tom reports that his business has
access to great wine producers and vintages from
all over the world. In addition to his new ven-
ture, Tom finds time to spend with his large and
active family which includes triplets Mariel, Smith,
and Geoff, 2, Tommy, 4, Grace, 14, and Anna, 16.
Susan Griffin writes that she worked on the rede-
velopment of the Ellis Hotel in downtown Atlanta.
The development has been well received and the
Ellis Hotel was recently named the best new hotel
in Atlanta. When not developing or working
hotels, Susan resides in Connecticut and spends
as much time as possible playing golf and tennis.

Our classmates are doing what they can to
try and stay in touch with each other. Rose
Aurigemma shares that she had two dinners with
classmates and alumni over the last few months.
She had dinner in Washington with Bill Rebeck
’83, BA ’82, a professor of neuroscience at George-
town U., and Linda Park ’83, a salmon geneticist
with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration in Seattle, WA. Rose is still at the National
Cancer Inst., managing a cancer drug development
project. In addition to her dinner in Washington,
Rose traveled to Austin, TX, for a business con-
ference and had time to get together with Tracy
Stone Cornelius and her family. Rose reports that
Tracy treated her to some real Texas barbeque.

Thanks again for all of your news. I certainly
appreciate hearing from all of you and learning
of your many adventures. Douglas Skalka,
dskalka@npmlaw.com; Steven Crump, spc25@
cornell.edu; and Mark Fernau, mef29@cornell.edu.

c

82 I greatly appreciate the terrific
response I received to my e-mail
request for news. We all lead

busy and hectic lives, yet many of you were able
to respond to my request within minutes. You
certainly made my job a lot easier.

Many of our classmates have children facing
the challenging college application process. I am
pleased to share that some of our classmates are

83 Before we know it, it will be
time for our 25th Reunion—
June 5-8. Your reunion chairs

Susan Wasserman Guerin and Andy Sosa are plan-
ning some great activities, including sumptuous
meals, music, dancing, and of course reminiscing
with old friends and making new ones at tent par-
ties on the Arts Quad. Enjoy the Spirit of Zinck’s,
grab a PMP, listen to the chimes, and swim in the
gorge. There will be plenty of activities for the kids
and teens, even “fun in the sun!”

Here is what we need you to do! First, it’s
not too late to register online at http://classof83.
alumni.cornell.edu. Next, contact your old dorm-
mates, fraternity and sorority brothers and sisters,
and friends from clubs and activities to encourage
all to attend. There are more than 500 of our
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classmates on LinkedIn.com, which is a great way
to contact your old classmates and get your
reunion plans organized. Plan to bring your col-
lege-era scrapbooks and old photos or slides to
reunion, as we will have a scanner available to
help us compile everyone’s best photos into a
keepsake DVD to be sent to reunion attendees. We
also need volunteers to host events and welcome
classmates. If you are interested, contact Andy
at jas247@cornell.edu or Susan at sguerin62@
comcast.net. Finally, if you would like to give
back to the place that gave you so much, click
on http://classof83.alumni.cornell.edu/Giving.
htm to make a contribution to Cornell. Your re-
union chairs look forward to seeing you in June!

Class officer Jean Parker Hill is putting to-
gether the slate of nominees for class officers for
the next five years. Positions include president and
VP, secretary, treasurer, class historian, webmaster,
class correspondent, and reunion chairs for our
30th! If you are interested in serving in any of
these positions or want to recommend someone
who’d be a great addition to the team, please con-
tact Jean at Jean.Hill@morganstanley.com.

Harlow Russell wonders whether he is the
only classmate living in Singapore or even in all of
Southeast Asia. He’s been living in Singapore since
2000, and along with wife Jeanette and daughters
Karina, 6, and Nicole, 4, they welcome any ’83
folks passing through Singapore to give them a
call and stop in. Jeanette and Harlow got into the
land banking business a few years ago as a per-
sonal investment, eventually joining the Walton
Int’l Group, which buys land and develops it to sell
to builders in the US and Canada for medium-term
city growth. Harlow’s part-time hobby is acting,
and he’s made TV commercials for Electrolux, the
Singapore Tourism Board, and Singapore Airlines.
His daughters are also budding actresses with
some magazine modeling to their credit.

I was happy to get back in touch with friend
and former Lyon Hall dormmate Mary Ellen Har-
rod, who lives in Sydney, Australia, with sons
Ivan, 22, and Milo, 10. Mary Ellen finished her
PhD last year and is now working for a health
research consultancy group at the U. of Sydney.
From Portugal, Susan Corte Lomega writes that
she is the commercial/sales representative for
Arvore-Cooperativa de Actividades Artisticas, a
local artists’ cooperative (www.arvorecoop.pt).
Susan also organizes short excursions for small
groups in northern Portugal and the Spanish bor-
der area. By day, Tracey Weisler Duffles-Andrade
is senior advisor for the Western Europe Int’l
Bureau of the FCC. After hours she takes French
classes, participates in PTA activities, and volun-
teers at a soup kitchen. The family lives in Wash-
ington, DC, and last year built a beach house in
Brazil, husband Marcio’s native country. Tracey
fondly recalls being an RA on North Campus and
would love to hear from classmate Gil Kofman.

Greg Munster is CIO at Avid Technology, an
industry leader in providing technology for the
media and entertainment industry. Greg, wife Laura,
and their family spent last July in California’s Bay
Area, house-sitting while their oldest child attended
Nike tennis camp at Stanford. Greg also enjoys
running and training for half-marathons. Terry Sky
Glendening, a clinical psychologist in Milford, OH,
envisions living in the Rocky Mountains in a “self-
built, environmentally supporting cabin.” Terry
enjoys athletics, landscaping, and camping and
reminisces about Ithaca’s gorges. From Missoula,
MT, Michele Masiowski Puiggari sends brief news
that she’s an attorney and partakes in skiing and

rafting during her spare time. Barbara Frank’s name
may be familiar to anyone who’s enjoyed the fruits
of the vine from the Finger Lakes region. Barbara
is regional sales manager and consulting winemaker
for Dr. Konstantin Frank and Chateau Frank, wine
and champagne makers in Hammondsport, NY.

Robert Nelson sends news of his recent pro-
motion to chair of the U. of Delaware’s Dept. of
Hotel, Restaurant, and Institutional Management.
He recently completed a follow-up to his first
book, Current Issues in Convention and Exhibition
Facility Development, published in 2004. The new
book, Developing a Successful Infrastructure for
Conventions and Event Tourism, was scheduled to
be released at the end of February 2008. Robert
is married to Genevieve (Murphy) ’85. Richard
Haberek founded his own business, Dick’s Office
Cleaning, in Herkimer, NY. He travels in his spare
time, most recently to Nova Scotia and Spain,
though he’s hoping to make it to the Scandina-
vian countries and to Poland soon. He’s also been
a Navy Reservist for the past 16 years.

David Chabon lives in Chestnut Hill, MA,
where he is self-employed as a contract CFO/
controller for approximately 20 small businesses.
Extracurricular activities include softball, exercise,
watching college hockey, and just hanging out
with family. He enjoyed his friendships at Cornell
and would love to hear from U-Hall 2 dormmates
Mike Rosen and Noel Epstein. Jeffery Clark, an
archaeologist with the Center for Desert Archae-
ology in Tucson, AZ, has been busy researching
and writing, but also enjoys reading, walking,
doing the New York Times crossword puzzle, watch-
ing bad TV, and playing with the family rabbit. He
fondly recalls his first year in the transfer center
dorm and would enjoy hearing from David Bialer
and Pat Moskwa ’82. Susan Drechsler Rosenzweig
is an optometrist with Golden Vision Associates in
Poughkeepsie and Yorktown Heights, NY. She loves
tennis, jogging, reading, and watching her sons’
baseball games and other activities, and recently
cruised to the Caribbean and Europe. Favorite Cor-
nell memories include sunbathing and playing Fris-
bee on the Arts Quad on the first nice spring day.
Susan would love to hear from classmates Jayne
Trachman and Jana Winograd Cayne.

Due to the several-month lag in our pub-
lishing schedule, your news sometimes becomes
outdated before it even appears in our column!
Elizabeth DiRusso, BEE ’85, sent an update that
she’s now working as associate general counsel-
litigation for the Greenwich, CT, and NYC offices
of Omnicom Group Inc., where she reports to
classmate and general counsel Michael O’Brien.
Elizabeth, husband Mark Grenauer, and daughter
Madison, 4, recently moved to New Canaan, CT.
See you on the Hill in June! Dinah Lawrence
Godwin, Dinah.godwin@earthlink.net; and David
Pattison, dpattison@earthlink.net.

c

Stiller’s daughter Cristina. Here’s hoping the stu-
dents enjoyed their time in Ithaca!

Tammy Bieber has rejoined Shearman & Ster-
ling as a litigation partner in the New York office,
after serving as senior advisor to the chief ac-
countant of the US Securities and Exchange Com-
mission in Washington, DC. Prior to that, her prac-
tice at Shearman & Sterling focused on securities
litigation and accountants and liability. Dave
Kaptein (www.davidkaptein.com) was a ChemE in
our class, but spent 17 years in the modeling
world. For the past six years, he has been “having
a blast” working as a photographer with his wife
Lena. They have photographed many models,
actors, and celebrities such as Hayden Panettiere,
Kristin Bell, and Sean Hannity. The Kapteins live
in Verona, NJ, with their teenage daughter and
son. Tom Kennedy has joined the law firm of
Bond, Schoeneck & King in Syracuse. He will assist
creditors, business debtors, landlords, trustees, and
committees in bankruptcy proceedings, financial
reorganizations, workouts, and commercial litiga-
tion, and will also represent lenders and borrow-
ers in financing transactions. Tom is a former judi-
cial law clerk to the Hon. Stephen D. Gerling, US
Bankruptcy Court, Northern District of New York.

Call us “hockey moms”: Beth Budin Raff and
I often see each other at Mennen Arena in Mor-
ristown, NJ, as we both have boys in hockey. Beth
has been teaching at the high school level for a
while, and her husband recently left the corporate
world to teach as well. So while I’m trying to stay
warm at the rink, Beth is usually grading papers.
Ted Kalinka and I also saw each other at the
local hockey rink. His son was on one sheet of
ice and mine on another. Ted recently enjoyed a

84 Karla and I are low on news, so
if you haven’t done so yet, find
the News Form from the annual

class mailing and send us your latest news. Also,
if anyone is interested in helping to gather news,
please let us know. Our e-mail addresses are at
the end of the column.

We have classmates whose children attended
the 2007 Cornell Summer College Program: Rhonda
Alexis Dirvin’s daughter Alexis; Nelly Maseda’s
daughter Sarah; Lisa Steinberg Friedman-Clark’s
sons Daniel and Michael; Robert Little, MArch
’86’s son Robert; and Duane and Dalia Pabon
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snowboarding trip to Whistler Mountain in British
Columbia. He writes, “Besides setting up my
gang with incredible hospitality at the amazing
Four Seasons Hotel & Resort that Phi Psi brother
Scott Taber ’85 manages there, he provided fresh
snowfall every day!” Art Keith is a Hotelie who
thrives at big properties. He is in Nashville with
the Gaylord Opryland and tells us that business is
good. “We are doing a $400 million expansion,
adding both rooms and public space. I am having
a ton of fun designing and building a new 14,000-
sq.-ft. Vegas-style ultra-lounge.” Art recruited at
the Hotel school in March and was looking forward
to spending time on campus. Art’s 18-year-old
daughter is headed to college in the fall. He said
it broke his heart, but only some of the smaller
Ivies made her potential list.

In December 2007 Dan Kammen was one of
a group of scientists worldwide who shared in the
2007 Nobel Peace Prize, awarded to the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), for
which Dan has served as a lead author. Dan is the
founding director of the Renewable and Appropri-
ate Energy Laboratory at the U. of California,
Berkeley. In addition, he was a principal author
and serves on the executive committee of the
Energy Biosciences Inst., which was launched
with a $500 million grant from BP. Dan serves as
the co-chair of the Energy Efficiency team and is
a member of the Renewable Energy Policy team
for Barack Obama’s presidential campaign. His
work is online at http://rael.berkeley.edu.

Mike Kanellos (michael.kanellos@cnet.com)
is editor-at-large at News.com, the news channel
at CNET, a multinational tech publisher. The job
basically involves chatting with people and writ-
ing about it later. He says it doesn’t pay Wall Street
salaries, but it’s a hoot. When he wrote, Mike was
off to Ireland to speak at a conference and tell
software companies what they need to do to break
into the US market. After that, he was scheduled
to meet with the sultan who runs Abu Dhabi’s solar
initiatives. Mike writes, “The funniest part is that
I do run into people I knew at college. Recently,
I talked to Rick Bullotta, who sold his company
to SAP and now has a new job. I also saw Adam
Slutsky ’85, the CEO of Mimeo, a fast-growing
company, and Joe Gottlieb ’87, a VP at McAffee.
I’m also proud to say that our daughter enjoys
first grade. My wife and I were late bloomers in the
parent department. We still live in San Francisco.”

I recently attended the annual Cornell Asso-
ciation of Class Officers (CACO) Mid-Winter Meet-
ing in Philadelphia, PA. Carol Leister, Terri Port
McClellan, Christine Miller Whaley, MBA ’89, and
others attended to learn about reunion planning
for ’09 and about the new class Dues Payer Reward
Program. You can read more about it in our class
mailing; it should increase the number of class-
mates participating as duespayers and should also
give duespayers discounts with both Ithaca and
nationally based businesses. Lindsay Liottac

Forness, fornesszone@aol.com; Karla Sievers
McManus, Klorax@comcast.net. Class website,
http://classof84.alumni.cornell.edu.

Valgora, Aileen Sards Skolds, Jeff Dean ’84, Rob
Moon, and Scott Carhart ’84.

My former housemates from 216 Delaware
Street have news to share. Cindy Cowen Bowman
and her certified therapy dog Doodlebug have been
working with autistic children to improve their
reading skills. That’s when she takes time away
from her two sons, her eBay business, and manag-
ing the books for husband Eric ’84’s general con-
tracting company. Sharon Tolpin is now a senior
VP with Articulate Communications and is moving
to Jersey City. Other exciting news with Sharon to
follow soon! Our friend Debbie Eisenstat DeRoche
and family are doing well after losing their home
and belongings in a fire. Luckily Debbie, husband
Jim, and their two girls are safe and sound and
starting to rebuild outside Cleveland, OH.

I spoke briefly with Manda Aiken, who lives
in Key Largo, FL (lucky girl) and is the assistant
food and beverage director for the Ocean Reef Club
there. I’ve been to the Keys 30 times in the past
couple of years. It is my family’s favorite vacation
and weekend getaway spot and every trip there,
we pass by Manda’s work. Unfortunately, we have
not ONCE gotten to see each other—and now it
will be even harder to make that connection.

My husband Mike, son Daniel, 6, and I moved
to Cumming, GA, in January. We’d grown tired of
the hurricanes and crummy real estate market in
Florida and decided to head north to the South.
We weren’t here a week when it snowed, “harder
than it has snowed in seven years in Georgia,”
according to the residents. Of course, Daniel loved
seeing snow for the first time and it was magical
just to see that wonder in his face. He built a fam-
ily of four snow people, had a massive snowball
fight, made snow angels, and went sledding dur-
ing his first official snow day from school. Here in
Georgia, they closed the schools even before the
snow started sticking to the ground. I remember
slipping and sliding up Libe Slope with a rope set
up along the walkway with two FEET of snow.
Classes were never cancelled it seemed, no matter
how bad the weather. Send news and stories to:

Joyce Zelkowitz Cornett, jcornett@actslife.org;
or Leslie Nydick, Lnydick@aol.com.
c

85 After receiving the Jan/Feb issue
of Cornell Alumni Magazine, I was
really overwhelmed by the articles

about Ken Kunken ’72, MA ’77, the 150-lb. foot-
ball player who became a quadriplegic while play-
ing his first game at Cornell, and Chuck Feeney ’56,
the man who has donated over $600 million dollars
to Cornell during his lifetime. It is really amazing
to me, learning things about people. I’ve always
loved a good biography, learning about the person
you work with every day, or the person who teaches
your child. Every one of us has a story to tell, and

each of our stories is magnificent in its own way.
I say this because there are thousands of us in the
Class of 1985 and each of us has something to tell,
so please, send in your news so we can share it
with each other. Your annual News and Dues mail-
ing should have arrived recently, so find that News
Form and send it in, or write to either Leslie or me
at the e-mail addresses at the end of this column.

Amazingly, there are several of us who have
high school and college-aged children! Congrats
to you all, as I am working hard with a first grader
to get the handwriting to pass muster with his
teacher! Paul and Rita Caporicci Hoop’s daughter
Karen, and Dominic and Elaine Lui Kung’s son
Christopher both attended the Cornell University
Summer College Program. This program is for high
school students who have completed their sopho-
more, junior, or senior year of high school and
have the “academic ability, maturity, and intel-
lectual curiosity to undertake college-level work.”
Apparently the apple does not fall far from the
tree for these kids.

David Biederman, director, value chain and
lean manufacturing at Carrier Corp. in Farming-
ton, CT, wrote that he stays busy “after hours”
sailing out of Mystic, CT, coaching his sons’ soc-
cer teams, and watching their basketball and
lacrosse games. He and wife Susan have three
boys. This past Thanksgiving he got together
with fellow alums Song Tan and Bob Ooyama.
Linda Kao Woo wrote that she’s been married for
17 years to David Woo. They live in Cranford, NJ,
and have sons Brian and Christian. Linda works
in the financial field for a small company where
her flexible schedule allows her to stay involved
with her boys’ activities. She has also recon-
nected with Cornell pals Dan Cummings ’87 and
Fred Alvarez ’86. She had a ladies lunch at the
Short Hills Mall with Wendy Zeh Whiting and
Lindsay Liotta Forness ’84, and spent this past
summer in Cayuga Heights with former apart-
ment-mates Erin O’Connor, Susan Herlands Hol-
land, Melissa Reitkopp Schwartz, Chris ’83 and
Liz Myer Stamp, and Gail Fink. Plus she’s in e-
mail contact with Sandy Ng Cassidy, Kathy Chan

‘Can the ’80s already be so far 
in the past as to qualify as 
a retro theme night?’Susan Seligsohn Howell ’86

86 Last night my husband Steve
Howell ’84 and I took our kids
Olivia, 15, and Jake, 12, to the

Cornell-Harvard basketball game at Harvard. It was
a close and exciting game, with Cornell beating
Harvard by one point in the final 30 seconds, main-
taining their undefeated status in the Ivy League.
The stands were filled with more cheering Cornell
fans than Harvard fans, and it was great to share
this school spirit with our children. Afterwards,
we grabbed dinner at a pub in Cambridge. As we
were leaving, the waitress stopped us to ask if we
were going to stay for their “retro ’80’s night.”
Wow! We went from feeling the youthful connec-
tion to our alma mater to feeling old in a matter
of seconds! Can the ’80s already be so far in the
past as to qualify as a retro theme night? I guess
that means it’s time to start passing the Cornell
baton to our kids.

Some of our classmates have done this by
enrolling their children in the Cornell Summer
College, which offers high school students who
have completed their sophomore, junior, or sen-
ior year an opportunity to undertake college-level
work. Details of the program can be found at www.
summercollege.cornell.edu. Annie Wang’s son
Justin attended last summer, as did Sue Carter
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Davis’s oldest son John, 15. Other news from Sue:
She writes that after 17 years in the Air Force, she
is now in residential real estate in Charleston, SC.
This career provides a schedule that enables her
to support her 13-year-old son’s budding acting
career in theatre, commercials, and film. In her
spare time Sue enjoys martial arts and bicycling.
She got a master’s in urban affairs several years
ago and eventually hopes to get into architecture.

Another classmate recently retired from the
military is Daniel Hooker, who retired last June
from the US Marine Corps Reserve with a ceremony
in Washington, DC. He was awarded the Merito-
rious Service Medal for his efforts on behalf of
wounded Marines. His active duty service with the
Marine Corps precluded him from running for a
third term to the New York State Assembly, so he
is now in the private sector as a project director,
public safety and homeland security for American
Defense Systems Inc. He and wife Tara and chil-
dren Danny and Erin reside in Pearl River, NY.

Thanks to everyone who responded to my e-
mail requesting news. It was great to hear from
classmates who have been out of touch for a
while. Several classmates wrote about starting
new ventures, including Chris Hemmeter, who
recently founded a venture capital fund focused
on technology companies that sell to the global
hospitality space. Chris has started five compa-
nies since graduating from Cornell—some suc-
cesses, some failures—including a mail order cat-
alog company, a restaurant company, an Internet
company, a financial services company, and a
marketing services company. All of the businesses
have been in or related to the hospitality space.
Chris lives in Piedmont, CA, in the San Francisco
Bay Area, with wife Debi and three kids ages 8,
10, and 12. For fun, Chris has taken up triathlons
and has completed several half-ironman races and
two full ironman races. He stays connected to
Cornell as a member of the board of advisors to
the Pillsbury Inst. of Hospitality Entrepreneurship
at the Hotel school, which requires him to travel
to Ithaca from time to time.

Other classmates starting new ventures include
David Hyland, who after 13 years left his job as a
senior director at MTA/NYC Transit’s Office of Labor
Relations to start a private practice as a labor and
employment arbitrator. David looks forward to vis-
iting Ithaca more frequently to support the Schein-
man Inst. at the ILR school. Lynne McFarland
McKinnon is director of the newly opened Integral
Yoga Inst. in Princeton, NJ. The IYI Princeton is
unique in that it is a not-for-profit corporation.
Lynne reports that Dina Lewisohn Shaw came to
the grand opening of the institute, and Jill Bar-
nett Kaufman ’87 is planning on stopping by for
a class. Toby Goldsmith is creating polymer clay
jewelry and Judaica. She enjoys blogging about
Jewish art, including her own. She hopes to start
selling on Etsy.com, a website for buying and sell-
ing handmade items, someday soon. Toby would
love it if Class of ’86ers would post their blogs as
a way to see what others are up to.

Several classmates sent in career updates,
including Suzanne Ringold Harman, who has been
in private practice for the past 15 years doing psy-
chotherapy with adolescents and adults. Suzanne
and husband Scott have been living in Minneapo-
lis since 1992 and love it. They have two girls, ages
12 and 9. Lenore DiLeo-Berner was appointed
principal of William Alexander Middle School 51 in
Park Slope, Brooklyn, NY, last year. It is a gifted
and talented school and very popular among aca-
demically competitive students who love arts such

as drama, music, and drawing studio. She and hus-
band Danny have lived in Park Slope for 15 years
raising their children Hannah, 16, and Daniel, 14.

Ted Inoue is doing home energy audits and
green building consulting, as well as training
builders about energy efficient building tech-
niques. Jeff Doughty is CEO of Spectrum Coffee &
Water, a 19-year-old online coffee company sup-
plying companies large and small with cost-effec-
tive environmentally friendly office coffee solu-
tions. Jeff lives in Glenelg, MD, with wife Kathy
Cuthill ’88 and their four children ages 11, 9, 7,
and 5. Charles Horowitz is partner at a medium-
sized Minneapolis law firm where he specializes in
consumer class actions, plaintiff’s-side employment
law, and business litigation. He is married with
two daughters, ages 7 and 4. Charles recently vis-
ited David McCurdy and his family in D.C. Chris-
topher Georgaroudakis, BFA ’88 (cgeorge010@
yahoo.com) lives in Ithaca and operates the
George Design Corp. after a variety of jobs in
architecture and mechanical engineering, includ-
ing Greek excavations, heavy construction, rolling
aluminum, and building and product design.

Enjoy the nice weather and continue to send
us your news! Susan Seligsohn Howell, susan
cornell86@comcast.net; Laura Nieboer Hine,
lauracornell86@sbcglobal.net.

c

Heidi Russell is living in New York City and lov-
ing it. She relates that she had her first two solo
exhibitions in NYC: in May 2007 at the New York
Studio Gallery in Chelsea, titled “Self Portraits,”
and the second in December 2007 at Manhattan
Theatre Source, titled “Outside Looking In.” Heidi
has also joined the board of the Hungarian Multi-
cultural Center, an organization that sponsors
artist residencies in Hungary. 

Gary Markin, our new class VP of member-
ship, writes that he has been living in Fairfax, VA,
for the past 12 years with wife Laurie (Teller) ’89
and children Jennifer, 15, and Jacob, 11. Gary left
corporate America two years ago to start his own
consulting company, which he is happy to report
“is going extremely well.” Laurie, a medical doc-
tor, has a thriving family practice in Centreville,
VA. Gary would love to hear from any and all class-
mates in the D.C. area. In November 2007, John
Gee starred in an off-Broadway production of
Stephen Sondheim’s musical Company, playing the
role of Bobby. Rumor has it that he was fabulous!

Several classmates attended Red Hot Hockey,
i.e., the CU vs. BU game at Madison Square Garden
over Thanksgiving Weekend. Lynah Faithful in-
cluded: Scott Pesner, Stacey Neuhoefer Silber-
zweig, Carina Lagua, Stu Pergament, Rich and
Leslie Kaufman Friedman, and Jeff Cohen and
Shari Brasner.

Nancy Trepanier Lang dropped us a line. “Hi!
I teach math at my high school alma mater,
Phillips Academy. I’ve been here for 15 years and
have responsibilities in the dormitories and also
serve as the head coach for the girls cross-coun-
try team. It’s a really rewarding life, working with
young people as a teacher, coach, and counselor.
My husband Corbin is also a math teacher here,
and we have three children of our own, Brady, 7,
Connor, 5, and Maggie, 2. I see Mike Doheny ’88,
whose wife is a teacher here. They have two boys,
who are good friends with my boys.” Nancy ends,
“I miss being in touch with my college roommate
Karen Erickson, and would love to hear from
her!” Mary-Lynn Cummings, assistant dean for
facilities and operational services in the Ag col-
lege, has been named to the newly created post
of Director of Space Planning for Cornell. She will
be responsible for the university’s strategic space-
planning initiatives and analyses and utilization
studies, as well as space assignment, modifica-
tion, and evaluation of academic and administra-
tive facilities usage. Congratulations, Mary-Lynn.

Hilary Curtis-Osmer makes a first-time appear-
ance in our column, catching us up with her life
since graduation. After surviving a near-fatal car
accident in 1988, she graduated from Harvard with
a master’s in counseling and consulting psychology
in 1989 and then married Donald Osmer in 1994.
The wedding was attended by many an ’87 class-
mate, including co-”maids” of honor Pamela Walsh
Graber and Ben Weiner ’88, bridesmaids Gillian
Kahn, Jane Schwartz Harrison, and groomsman
Rob Harrison ’88. Also in attendance were Dana
Sade, Marcia Maack, Caryn Kaplan, and many oth-
ers. Hilary received her PhD in counseling psychol-
ogy from Boston College in 2002 and gave birth to
Donald III in 2003 (future Cornellian, no doubt).
Currently, she is in her 13th year working for a large
human service agency outside of Boston coordi-
nating outpatient mental health treatment for three
community health centers. Hilary’s recent news
includes spending a fabulous weekend with her col-
lege roommate Pamela Walsh Graber. “We remi-
nisced about the U-halls, beers at the pub in Noyes
(charged to the parents), my nights waitressing at

87 Hello, classmates. We are just
back from the annual CACO Mid-
Winter Meeting, held February 8-9

in Philadelphia. Twelve members of the Class of
’87 were able to make the meeting. Believe it or
not, we are already in the planning stages for our
25th Reunion. Given that we shattered all atten-
dance records for our 20th, the expectation is
that we will do the same for the 25th. Reunion
chairs Melissa Hodes, Scott Pesner, and Debra
Howard Stern are already predicting they will be
needing additional help in both the planning and
execution of the reunion—so if you are interested
in helping, it’s not too soon to drop them a line!
New faces especially are welcome!

Claudia Jiménez e-mailed, “Greetings from
Vero Beach, FL. I last wrote after my family returned
from Brazil in 1996. We’ve been in the US since. I
currently direct all the education programs at the
local Unitarian Universalist Fellowship in town. My
passion is advocating for teens, especially in the
area of reproductive health. I have started an organ-
ization called the Health-E Teens Coalition (www.
healtheteenscoalition.com) to advocate for factual
health education for youth. I am also a trained sex-
uality educator and offer comprehensive sexuality
education programs for youth and adults through
my church. I have two teenage daughters who are
growing up too quickly and will be planning for
college soon. Both of them are cross-country run-
ners and would love to be Cornellians like their par-
ents. We’ll see. P.S. I would love to hear from Vic-
toria Rand, MD ’91, last seen in California.”

Andrea Blythe Dickerson (awpakd@earthlink.
net) reports that she attended medical school at
the U. of North Carolina, Chapel Hill and has an
ob/gyn practice in Fayetteville, NC. Her husband
is a facial plastic surgeon and owns a medical day
spa called Cape Fear Aesthetics. They have been a
military family for 14 years at Fort Bragg and her
husband is now out. Andrea is the mother of three
children ages 8, 11, and 13. “They are exception-
ally musical children who are the charms of my
day,” she writes. She is in the process of writing
two books and is enjoying where she is in her life.
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the Royal Palms where our gang went on a daily
basis (family-run at that time by my uncle Andy
Curtis ’67), breakfasts at the Cosmo diner, and the
joys of living on Williams Street in the winter,
where we often slid down the hill on the ice and
grabbed the street sign near our driveway to swing
in so we didn’t slide all the way to the bottom.”

David Kalman writes that he is a gastroenter-
ologist in Springfield, MA. He is married to Pamela
(Lyons) (Ithaca College ’88) and has two boys,
Zachary, 12, and Noah, 9. “We enjoy living in
western Massachusetts, but often wish we were
closer to good old Ithaca.” He keeps in touch
with Rich and Leslie Kaufman Friedman, and loved
seeing their new house in Wayland, MA. He also
notes that David Weissgold ’86 loves the Ver-
mont life, having started his own retina practice
in Burlington. “I missed the 20th Reunion, but
look forward to our 25th!”

In closing, consider signing up for Cornell’s
NetID service if you haven’t already. The univer-
sity will provide you with a free e-mail address
that will remain with you throughout your life. It
gives us the benefit of being able to stay in touch
electronically in a much more efficient way, sav-
ing in postage and time from all those bounced-
back old e-mail addresses! Many of you have
received our e-mails asking for news—we would
like to be able to contact more of you. Stay in

touch! Heidi Heasley Ford, hhf6@cornell.edu;
and Brenna Frazer McGowan, bfm26@cornell.edu.

c class website, http://classof88.alumni.cornell.edu,
or the university reunion website, www.alumni.
cornell.edu/reunion/, for all the details—and come
one, come all for a healthy dose of Big Red cheer!

Speaking of reunion, our hard-working reunion
chairs Lisa Pasquale Semmes and Kelly Smith
Brown, MBA ’92, headline our news for this col-
umn. Lisa, husband Ben, and family moved to
Albany, NY, about a year and a half ago for Ben to
take a job as SVP, global services for Pitney Bowes
MapInfo. Lisa and Ben have five children, and the
whole family loves the Albany area. Lisa keeps
busy serving on the school board and shuttling
their very active kids to swimming, scouting, gym-
nastics, and “whatever else they can get Mom to
drive them to.” She is enjoying planning our 20th
Reunion and hopes to see everyone in Ithaca.
Kelly is also busy being a mom and volunteer. Her
oldest child, Sarah Grace, turned 4 in February,
and twins Caroline and Henry are a little over 15
months. Kelly is still in Cincinnati, where she serves
on the board of trustees of the Cincinnati Ballet.
She keeps in touch with Kelly Starr, an attorney
living in Chicago with her husband Patrick and two
sons, as well as Beth Mansfield Griswold, who
lives in Pennsylvania, where husband Ken works
for the Pennsylvania Cooperative Extension.

Class president Rob Rosenberg lives in West-
chester County with wife Pat Cook ‘89, son Reed,

9, and daughter Grayson, 6. Rob is
SVP counsel, digital media, sales,
and marketing at Showtime Net-
works. Rob recently ran into Faith
Skolnick Ackerman, who lives nearby
and has two children with husband
Marc. He also caught up with Brad
Mehl, who lives in West Orange, NJ,
with his wife Yifat and three lovely
daughters. Rob would love to hear
from any and all classmates and can
be reached at rar24@cornell.edu.

Alan Riffkin has three daugh-
ters and lives in Manhattan. He
recently saw Aaron Pollock, who is
a high school teacher in San Fran-
cisco and was visiting NYC with his
class. Alan also had dinner with
Dean Asofsky, Mark Wood, Peter
Locke, and Michael Najjar to catch
up and rally for reunion. Alan is in
regular touch with Daniel Gerson,
who “has worn through four pairs
of sneakers while drinking his lattes
on the writers’ strike picket line in
Los Angeles,” and reports that
Matthew Bromberg just moved to a
new house in Westport, CT. Thanks
for all the news, Alan!

Did you know that there are
quite a few ‘88ers who work for the
Big Red? One is Meg Hardie Keil-
bach, acting director of Alumni
Affairs for the Hotel school. Two
years ago Meg remarried and now
has four children: a 15-year-old step-
daughter, two girls from her previous
marriage (ages 9 and 6), and a 16-
month-old son. Meg is very busy
both at home and fundraising for
the Hotel school. Out my way on
the West Coast, Nell Oliver Thomas,
MBA ‘93, lives with husband Christo-
pher, MBA ‘93, in Pacific Palisades,
CA, with their girls Pippa, Katie,
and Georgina. Though they live in

Labor of Love
Delaney Ruston ’88

D elaney Ruston’s relationship with her schizophrenic father had never been easy, but
by the time she was twenty-two it had degenerated to the point where she took
her name out of the phone book to avoid having any contact with him. In Unlisted,

a documentary film she directed, Ruston explores
their problematic relationship—from childhood
memories of his delusions of being chased by the
CIA to her ultimate decision to seek him out after
a ten-year estrangement. “Somehow, the filming
process let me step back so that he wasn’t so
much my father who had disappointed me, but an
important person in my life who had an awful ill-
ness,” she says. “In making this film, my heart
finally opened up to him.”

A physician based in Seattle who specializes
in medical ethics, Ruston was doing her residency
when she made her first film, If She Knew, a
short-subject documentary that deals with the
issue of withholding medical results from a patient
at the family’s request. Unlisted, her second effort,
aired on PBS in a shorter version in 2004; the
Seattle Times called it proof that Ruston is “burst-
ing with talent.” She hopes that the full-length
documentary, which may be released in theaters
as soon as this summer, will draw attention to the
state of the U.S. mental health-care system. “Film
is an incredibly powerful way to get people inter-
ested in ignored subjects,” says Ruston, whose
father died during production of Unlisted, after he stopped taking his medication. “And I’ve
found that true stories can focus America’s fleeting attention.”

— Meghan Ownbey ’08

88 Greetings, fellow ’88ers! Just a
few days ago, I participated in
a conference call with my fellow

class officers to discuss a very important event
that, by the time you read this, will be nearly
upon us—our 20th Reunion! Shocking though it
may be that it has been this long since our com-
mencement, it is now time to journey back to the
Hill to see how much older, grayer, and, certainly,
wiser we all are now. We are expecting at least
500-600 to attend, but we hope we may even
surpass the incredible number that the class of
1987 had at their 20th last year—more than 800!
So, even if you are reading this without having
made plans to get to Ithaca for June 5-8, if there
is any way—by car, train, or plane—that you can
get to Cornell, do come and join in the festivities.

Our class headquarters for reunion will be
Hans Bethe House on West Campus. The U-Halls
are now only a memory, but Hans Bethe was one
of the first new buildings in the West Campus
house system to replace them and should be a
fine home for us during Reunion Weekend. There
will be much for everyone to do and see, with
plenty of facetime opportunities. Check out our
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California, they have spent several weeks on
Cayuga Lake during the summers and highly rec-
ommend Ithaca as a vacation spot for families.
In 2006 she attended the wedding of her Cornell-
in-Washington classmate Robert Kimmeth to
Gretchen Wood, who make their home in Chicago.

Also in Southern California is Robert Walikis,
who has joined Fox Interactive Media in Beverly
Hills as a senior product manager for Social Net-
working Applications. Another classmate in the
social networking realm is my AEPi brother Howard
Greenstein. Last year, Howard opened his own
consulting business at the intersection of the
technology and business worlds. The Harbrooke
Group helps companies large and small under-
stand and adopt the latest social media and net-
working technologies for their business. Howard’s
wife and co-owner Pamela (Goldberg) works on
business management for the venture and also as
a marketing assistant to several women entrepre-
neurs. Howard and Pam have two children, daugh-
ter Brooke, 10, and son Harris, 7. Howard invites
those who would like to catch up to visit his blog
at www.howardgreenstein.com/blog.

Paul Kitamura writes from Tokyo that he and
his family are now enjoying their fifth year in the
Big Mikan (Japanese for tangerine). Paul serves as
the Japan chair for the Cornell Alumni Admissions
Ambassadors Network (CAAAN). He keeps in touch
with Brett Braude, Chris Heerin ‘87, Curtis
Degenfelder, and Jude Leblanc and is really look-
ing forward to reconnecting with others at reunion
this year. Jason McGill has been working in phi-
lanthropy for more than eight years, currently at
a membership association for foundations. Jason
and his partner Paul Howard live in Brooklyn and
have had several fantastic trips in the past year
including a summer visit to Barcelona with class-
mate Eric Way and his partner. Eric now holds dual
citizenship in France and has taken on a newly
created position at Volvo as “vision coordinator”
for the company’s global truck division. Edgar
Aguilar is the senior VP, engineering group head
at MasterCard Worldwide. Last year, Edgar was
selected as one of the country’s most powerful
Hispanic executives in technology and business by
the technology magazine Hispanic Engineering &
Information Technology. Edgar was selected from
hundreds of candidates in government, academia,
and corporate America.

Ellen Levin is an associate with Cope Linder
Architects, designing hospitality and gaming
projects. She lives in downtown Philadelphia with
her fiancé in a new home they designed. And
finally, fellow class correspondent Suzanne Bors
Andrews sends word that she and husband John
have finally finished their new home in Mend-
ham, NJ, after working on it for four years, three
months, and eight days! Suzanne says that John
now has so much construction and design expe-
rience that he is starting his own business, Hon-
est John’s Home Improvements.

Suzanne and I both hope to see and speak
with many of you on the Hill during Reunion
Weekend in June! Keep an eye out for us as we’ll
be looking to gather as much news as possible for
our reunion column. Until that time, I wish you
peace. Steve Tomaselli, st89@cornell.edu;
and Suzanne Bors Andrews, smb68@cornell.edu.

c

get-togethers! Great to hear what you’re up to!
Randi Rimerman Serota wrote back promptly: “I
am living in the suburbs of Philadelphia with my
husband Howie and my sons Max, 7, and Adam,
5. I work as an in-house attorney at SunGard
Data Systems, a large software company. Adam
was diagnosed with epilepsy this past year and
we are planning to participate in the second
annual Walk for Epilepsy in Washington, DC, in
March (you can support our team, Adam’s Ami-
gos, by going to www.walkforepilepsy.org). I live
around the corner from Ellen Toporoff Noteware,
whom I see frequently. I also just had dinner
with Ilissa Rubinstein Sternlicht down in Florida
last month.”

Randi passed along my note to Ellen and
Ilissa, who then e-mailed me themselves. Ellen
reports, “Last summer, in celebration of passing
the dreaded 4-0 birthday milestone, a gaggle of
former Cornell roommates trekked to Ithaca from
the wilds of Texas, California, New York, Pennsyl-
vania, Washington, and Massachusetts. We ate
Pinesburgers, danced on tables at the Palms, ate
bagels in C-Town, threw Frisbees on the Arts
Quad, frolicked in the gorges, and enjoyed the
hospitality of the Statler with our (continuously
growing) broods. From California we had ob/gyn
and San Francisco Giants fan Naomi Hyman Torg-
ersen, MD ’94 (with husband David and kids Eli
and Maya) and Kari Worth (with husband Dave
and kids Emmy and Calem); Kari is a triumphant
and miraculous melanoma survivor. Marlowe
Scheyer Bechmann (and kids Lila and Delia) made
the trip from the great state of Texas. Marlowe is
an awesome children’s music composer and per-
former—buy her Swingset Mamas DVD and earlier
CDs at www.swingsetmamas.com.

“Susan Bergesen Bannon (and husband Pat-
rick and kids Margaret, Nora, and Emily) came from
Boston; ER doc extraordinaire Heather Long (with
husband John and son Luke) came from New Paltz,
NY; Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms attor-
ney Shelley Vanneman Yoder (with husband Chad
and daughter Sarah) made it from D.C.; and Food
Network star and cookbook author Ellie Krieger
’88 was there with husband Thom and daughter
Bella. We sorely missed former roommates Laura
Landauer Fritz (and husband Ron and kids Jacob
and Colin), who unfortunately encountered travel
problems on the way from their home in Bend, OR,
and New York and Cape Cod art collector-historian
Jude Ahern, who had a family commitment. It
was a blast—everyone looked fabulous, just like
they did on senior Slope Day, and the kids were
all Cornell-indoctrinated, as the weather was clear
and perfect all weekend.”

Ilissa writes, “I am living on the Upper West
Side of Manhattan with my husband David and our
daughters Rachael, 9, and Natalie, 6, who both
attend PS 166. I work as the director of property
management for Time Inc. in midtown. My husband
and I were in San Francisco for the MacWorld show
last week and drove down to Monterey for a week-
end with Steffen Koehler and his wife Cathy. In
October, I organized a 40th birthday girls’ reunion
weekend in East Hampton with my ten high school
friends. Stacy Jentis Levinson and Andrea Perl-
mutter Ferrari were both there and we had such a
blast wine tasting, beach-walking, and reminiscing.
In December, we had dinner in Hollywood, FL, with
Joe Englander ’87 and his wife and daughter. I
also frequently see Howie Miller, who lives in
Roslyn with wife Karen (Saul) ’90 and three sons.”

Some more classmate updates: Mary Ellen
Bavaro is busy running her own academic tutoring,

SAT preparation, and applications assistance busi-
ness, College Connections, in Massachusetts, and
is hoping to expand it nationally. Kim Gage Car-
penter lives with her husband John and children
Payson, 8, Nolan, 6, and Paige, 2, in Omaha, NE.
Amy Hanauer lives in Cleveland with her husband
Mark Cassell and her children Max, 10, and Katrina,
6. She is executive director of the think tank Pol-
icy Matters Ohio. Gwen Lytle Millard recently gave
birth to her ninth child and fifth son, Teddy, and
lives with husband Charlie and their children in
Rye, NY. Carolyn Kaplan was appointed chief sus-
tainability officer at Nixon Peabody LLP, an inter-
national law firm in San Francisco.

Debbi Waters and Heidi Febert spent a long
weekend with Lisa Maldari-Lynch and family at
her vacation home in Vermont. Lisa, an elemen-
tary school teacher in Northport, NY, has children
Erica, 7, and Ava, 3. Heidi is teaching history
and working on her PhD in Medieval history at
Fordham and planning dissertation research in
Germany. Debbi was recently named principal of
Holzman Moss Architecture in Manhattan, where
she works on arts, civic, and academic projects
across the country. They keep in touch with Gina
Marrero Garra, a Mohs surgeon at Atlantic Der-
matology Associates on Long Island, and mother
of Gabrielle, 4; and Jen Murray ’90, a design
manager at Fusebox, a Manhattan graphic and
Web design firm, and mother of Nora, 1.

One more big celebration to report, courtesy
of Cynthia Charatz Deculus: “Juliana Kelly May,
Beth Pearlmutter Rifkin, Chris Hollands Tokish,
Michelle Langas Woodley, Stephanie Gebel Sil-
verstein, and I had a girls’ reunion in Chicago
last October to celebrate our 40th birthdays. We

For more information
visit our class website

http://classof88.alumni.cornell.edu
or contact

Lisa Pasquale Semmes
lap32@cornell.edu

or Kelly Smith Brown
kjs35@cornell.edu89 My e-mailed plea for news trig-

gered some wonderful updates
from classmates, including re-

ports of several festive-sounding 40th birthday
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left six husbands and 14 kids at home.” Anne
Czaplinski Treadwell, ac98@cornell.edu; Lauren
Hoeflich, laurenhoeflich@yahoo.com; Stephanie
Bloom Avidon, savidon1@hotmail.com; Mike
McGarry, mmcgarry@dma-us.com.

c in the Dechert LLP law firm. Lee works in the
New York office, concentrating on domestic and
international estate planning, charitable giving,
and estate administration.

M is for Meeta Kharbanda Arcuri, a writer
who has traveled to Egypt, India, and Hong Kong.
She and husband Tim live in San Francisco, where
she has been involved with Oasis for Girls and
United Religions Initiative. She fondly remembers
lying on the rocks at the Plantations. M is also for
Micheline Mittak DeFranco, director of advance-
ment communications at Hobart and William
Smith Colleges. Off-campus, she is a freelance
writer, rides dressage, plays in a concert band,
and is involved in rescue and rehabilitation work
for abused animals. She married Gary in 2006 and
they welcomed their first child, Christian Aubert,
on Sept. 15, 2007. The family lives in Mendon, NY.
Micheline wonders: “King Ou—where is he?!”

P is for Paul Albanese, who owns a golf
course architecture company and thus has the
pleasure of working around the world and teach-
ing golf design in Scotland. He and his wife Nicol
have a daughter named Aizlin Mellissa, who can
expect to hear stories about Slope Day, Paul’s
favorite Big Red memory. P is also for P. Charles
Garell, associate professor of neurosurgery at New
York Medical College. He returned home to New
York after ten years in the Midwest and one year
in France. He spends free time with wife Elizabeth
and playing bass guitar with Christopher Wisdo.
His favorite memory of Cornell? “Summer of ’88.”
He’d like to hear from John Lucia.

The updates above account for only seven of
the 26 letters in the alphabet. We’d love to hear
from the other 19! Amy Wang Manning,
aw233@cornell.edu; Tamiko Toland, stmoluag@
yahoo.com; Kelly Roberson, kelly-roberson@
sbcglobal.net.

c

with the 2007 Global Impact Award at the Build-
ing with Books Global Gala. He recently joined
BwB’s regional board, formally bringing his leader-
ship, insight, and expertise to the organization’s
strategic planning process. Way to go, Russell!

Also making an impact in the nonprofit arena
is Wesley Sand, who was named to the Ford Fam-
ily Foundation Board for a four-year term starting
January 1, 2008. He is following in the footsteps
of his great-uncle Kenneth Ford and great-aunt
Hallie Ford, the late philanthropists and pioneers
of Roseburg Forest Products Co. who started the
foundation more than 50 years ago. The Ford Fam-
ily Foundation is one of the largest philanthropies
in Oregon and provides funding to five college
scholarship programs, the Ford Inst. for Commu-
nity Building, and numerous public charities whose
programs and facilities benefit the residents of
small, rural communities across Oregon and North-
ern California. Professionally, Wes serves as SVP of
Movie Gallery Inc. providing executive leadership,
strategy, and coordination for all retail and rental
video games across 5,385 stores in the Game
Crazy, Hollywood Video, and Movie Gallery chains.
(If you are looking for a new release, he might be
able to help you!) Following Cornell, Wes attended
Oxford U. on a Rhodes Scholarship, where he
received a master’s and a BA in politics, philos-
ophy, and economics. After stops in numerous
states, he has settled in his native Oregon with
wife Hilary and children Madeline and William.

Kim Clark Borden, MBA ’95, has enjoyed liv-
ing in Cranbury, NJ, with husband Bruce for almost
ten years. Even with a full schedule of school and
activities for Jake, 8, and Emma, 5, Kim manages
to find time to volunteer in her local community
as a trustee for the Cranbury Public Library. The
Borden family is lucky enough to have a reason to
travel to Ithaca regularly to visit Kim’s parents, Al,
PhD ’67, and Donna Fogg Clark, MEd ’65. Doug
Pascale, ME ’92, was back on the Hill, too, recruit-
ing for Northrop Grumman, where he is a systems
engineering manager and planner for the TASC
Intelligence Group. Says Doug, “My ‘day job’ nicely
supports my interests: playing bass in a modern
rock band, off-roading in my Hummer, exploring Vir-
ginia’s wineries, working tech in community theatre
productions, and competing at long-distance high-
power rifle target-shooting.” He is in touch with
area Phi Kappa Tau brothers Ted Steinbrenner, Jim
Casey ’88, JD ’94, and Jason Rylander ’93 and is
building a small ORIE empire at work with numer-
ous recruits, summer interns, and Big Red hires.
In his “spare” time, Doug works at Doukenie Win-
ery, serves on his HOA board, and volunteers for
Habitat for Humanity. No shortage of things to do!

Jon Tuma writes from Virginia that he enjoys
spending time with his wife and two daughters.
He is ramping up in a new job—portfolio opera-
tions for a private equity firm—after a long
career in management consulting. Occasionally he
connects with Gordon Klepper and Sunish Shah.

A large contingent of classmates braved the
winter storms in Chicago to attend the wedding
of Jennifer Berger and Brad Schatz on February
2, 2008. Cornellians in attendance included Jen’s
brother Alec Berger ’92, Karen Armenio Bogdan,
John Clarke, Lisa Munter Clarke, Liv Gussing,
Nicole Halpern Murphy, Susan Sarich, Jackie
Jordan Scott, Sarah Siedman Shelby, Michelle
Michalik Shield, Debra Schwartz Stamm ’89,
Kimberly Victoria-Strauch, and Jerry Wasser-
man. Jackie’s daughters Jordan and Taylor Scott
had the special honor of being flower girls. You
can find the newlyweds in San Francisco.

90 Welcome to the Class of 1990
alphabet! A is for Angela Pelle-
grini Degis, a senior financial

analyst with Blue Mountain Capital Management
LLP in New York. She is married to Dr. Eric Degis.
A is also for Antoinette Romanelli Buckley, wife
to Francis Buckley and a stay-at-home mom in
Princeton, NJ. In between kid duties, she’s a
restaurant reviewer. Anjali Chaturvedi is a partner
at Nixon Peabody LLP in the government investi-
gations and white-collar defense practice group.

B is for Bipasha Shom, a California mom to
two small children who has started a business
called Popadum that imports baby clothes from
India. E is for Ellen Alence Matheson, part-time
veterinarian and full-time mom in Lithia, FL.
Baby number two for Ellen and husband John,
named Keenan Jacob, arrived July 18, 2007.
Ellen reports that big sister Gillian was thrilled.
E is also for Elizabeth Lalik, an attorney in Vir-
ginia married to Thomas Flaherty.

I is for Ian Kline, who was appointed chief
executive officer of the Cadmus Group in July 2007.
He had been president of the Massachusetts com-
pany and has also held a position at Cornell’s John-
son Graduate School of Management. J is for Jen-
nifer Dilworth, program coordinator at Life Manor
Assisted Living in Tacoma, WA, and a single parent.
A hiking enthusiast, she recalls caving at Cornell.
She’d like to hear from Carolyn DeWilde Casswell.
J is also for Jon Rudick, a nephrologist in private
practice in suburban Washington, DC. He and
wife Shayna have a toddler son Alex. Jon says he
enjoyed rock-climbing and hiking at Cornell. He’d
like to hear from Dave Cynn ’91. Julia Smith, DVM
’94, PhD ’02, is an Extension assistant professor in
the Dept. of Animal Science at the U. of Vermont.
She participates in Toastmasters of Greater Burling-
ton and helped host the National Dairy Calf and
Heifer Conference in Burlington. Julia is married
to Murray Thompson. She fondly remembers the
chimes and would like to hear from Sharin Skolnik.

To the J’s above and others seeking old
friends, you can always try searching Cornell’s
online Alumni Directory: https://directory.alumni.
cornell.edu.

Also in the J category: John Lin wrote in
from Singapore, where he is chief of a derivatives
trading company named Grasshopper. John stays
active with Ultimate Frisbee, surfing, windsurfing,
and Tae Kwon Do. He’s eager to hear from Cornell
friends, especially those who shared his experi-
ences in Phi Delta Theta and at Rulloff’s and the
Straight. Jennifer Hasenyager Smith attended a
Cornell Adult University class on campus last sum-
mer, Architecture From the Ground Up, taught by
Prof. Christian Otto and Roberta Moudry ’81, PhD
’95, an architectural and urban historian.

L is for Lisa Baylor David, an otolaryngolo-
gist in private practice in Lafayette, LA. She reg-
ularly joins her husband Bob ’89 in “chasing chil-
dren from sporting event to event.” She reported
a trip to Las Vegas to reunite with Margaret King
Coleman, MS ’96, Adrienne Perfilio Sullivan, Kim
Klimczak Lisboa, Sandy Lithgow Ramirez, Joan
Anderson ’89, and Rina Shamash Fern ’89. Lisa
would like to hear from Liz Chiao, MD ’98. Lee
Caney was elected in December 2007 as a partner

91 Thanks for continuing to share your
updates. The experiences and ac-
complishments of our classmates are

always amazing. This time is no exception, with
news about weddings, kids, vacations, awards,
jobs, hobbies, and publications. Keep it coming!
Steven Davi was promoted to counsel in the com-
mercial litigation department at Farrell Fritz PC in
Uniondale, NY, where he concentrates in labor and
employment law. Cornell’s ILR classes prepared him
well for this line of work, as did his JD from St.
John’s U. Law School where he was a member of
the St. John’s Journal of Legal Commentary.

Russell Diamond is certainly keeping busy as
managing director of West Side Advisors and gen-
eral partner of R&D Capital Partners, a clean energy
investment fund. In addition, he has been active-
ly involved with Building with Books (BwB), a
national and international nonprofit that engages
primarily urban youth through in-class and after-
school programs in 108 high schools. Students vol-
unteer in their local communities and help build
schools in developing countries. Russell was instru-
mental in helping BwB secure a $1M grant from the
100 Women in Hedge Funds association and devel-
oping a partnership with the Millennium Promise
organization, whose mission is to end extreme pov-
erty, hunger, and disease in our lifetime. Through
this partnership, BwB built 12 schools in Mali in
2007, and will build 32 schools in Mali and Sene-
gal in 2008. Russell, wife Mica, and two kids have
traveled from Westport, CT, to Mali twice to help
build schools with their own hands. As a result of
his significant contributions, Russell was presented
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Azur and April Horowitz Moulaert welcomed
their second child, Athena Luna, in April 2007.
Big sister Aurora Sol, 3, is thrilled with her new
playmate. The Moulaert family joined the family
of Kim McDade Byelick ’90 for a wonderful vaca-
tion in Idaho last summer. They all headed to the
Yucatan Peninsula in Mexico for another family
vacation this spring. Writes April, “On the profes-
sional level, I have been running an ecological
restoration program for the State of Vermont.
This program is part of a larger initiative to
improve the water quality of Lake Champlain. I
would love to hear from other alums in this
emerging field.” More information about the Wet-
land Protection and Restoration Program is avail-
able at www.vtfpr.org/wprp/index.cfm.

Laura Williams is making an impact on the
other side of the globe. She met award-winning
photographer and naturalist Igor Shpilenok when
she moved to Moscow in 1993 and began to work
with him at the Bryansk Forest Nature Reserve.
Now a husband and wife photographer-writer
team, Igor and Laura are contributing editors to
Wild Russia who work to promote Russia’s pro-
tected areas. In addition, Laura is senior advisor
for the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) in Rus-
sia, and a columnist for Russian Life magazine, and
has contributed articles to National Wildlife, BBC
Wildlife, and Geo as a freelance nature writer. Her
book The Storks’ Nest was published by Fulcrum
Books in March 2008. Writes Laura, “It is about
my life-changing move to a remote village in the
Russian countryside where I worked in a nature
reserve and lived in a village of 18 people.” If
you are interested in a copy, the book is avail-
able at amazon.com.

Please continue to share news with us via e-
mail, through the link on our class website (http://
classof91.alumni.cornell.edu), or on the News
Form in our most recent class mailing. We love to
hear from you! Kathryn Kraus Bolks, klk22@
cornell.edu; Sharlyn Carter Heslam, sheslam@
berkshirepartners.com; Ariane Schreiber Horn,
ams14@cornell.edu.

c

our allotted space—so I’m dividing things up geo-
graphically. This issue you’ll get the news from the
American West and Midwest. Next issue will con-
tain news from the East Coast and points beyond.

Starting in Southern California, Eui-Sung Yi
became the director of the Master of Architecture
programs at USC last year. He sends a “big hello to
any Architecture or Sigma Phi alumni in the south-
land.” Dylan Willoughby, MFA ’95, has three new
poems in the prestigious English literary journal
Agenda, including his poem to Cornell professor
Calum Carmichael. Littoral Press has just printed a
limited-edition broadside of one of his poems; a
copy of it is now in Cornell’s Rare Books collection.

Bronwyn Dylla Bailey moved to San Francisco
in 2006 to begin working as the research director
at SVB Capital, the private equity arm of Silicon Val-
ley Bank. The Bay Area has been treating her very

well: she met husband Joe Bailey there (they mar-
ried in December 2007) and bought her first home.
Adam Kleinberg is also in San Francisco, where he’s
the CEO of a successful creative agency called Trac-
tion (www.tractionco.com). Traction designs inter-
active brand experiences that span across digital
(online and mobile), traditional (TV and print), and
emerging (social networks) media. Their client list
includes Virgin Mobile, Bank of America, Livescribe,
Wal-Mart, CamelBak, Clos du Bois, and Adobe.

Joy Yi Boatwright hosted the San Francisco
Cornell Junior/Senior and Alumnae Brunch in early
January at her house. Eva “Alli” Frank, Elizabeth
Kuo Spokes ’91, and Erin Faughnan Conner ’93
attended the brunch. Joy recently met up with
Kimberly Lightcap Freeman at Jade, a San Fran-
cisco bar owned by Greg Medow ’95. Joy’s job as
a financial advisor on a wealth management team
at Merrill Lynch enables her to keep tabs on the
NYC-area alumni as well, including Wendi Herbst-
man, Kari Ginsberg Nesbit ’91, Lesley Pinckney
’93, Lauren Nadler Lambert ’93, Julia Resnick
’90, and a few others who all got together at Bar
Blanc in the West Village. Meanwhile, back in San
Francisco, Joy’s husband, Wayne, JD ’90, was
hanging out with Nicole Avril, Alli Frank, Ben
Black ’91, JD ’97, Ruth Ann Keene ’91, JD ’98,
and Meg Morrissey Heinicke ’93. Nicole’s baby,
Miel Avril Lappin, was born in the summer of 2007.

John Venegas has recently gotten involved in
the Cornell alumni network in the Bay Area. He’s
working as a new student mentor to Hotelies, so
he gets regular updates from Ithaca. John says,
“If anyone has a few hours a month to give, con-
tact the Alumni Mentor program; it is really
rewarding to see these folks mature before your
eyes.” John is heading to the Finger Lakes in June
to go fly-fishing with best buddy Nelson Wong.

One more hop northward along the Pacific
coast brings us to Hermanto Hidajat and Angela
Ichwan in Beaverton, OR. Hermanto and Angela
co-founded Arico Natural Foods (www.aricofoods.
com), named by natural foods market research firm
SPINS as the fastest-growing gluten-free snacks
company in the country in 2006. Gluten-free
snacks are suitable for people with celiac disease,

ADHD, autism, and special diets, and anyone look-
ing for healthier munchables. Last year, Arico be-
came the world’s first carbon-neutral gluten-free
snacks company. Arico has received their second-
round angel investment funding from mostly Cor-
nellian friends and from Asian Cornellian alums.
You can buy Arico products at Whole Foods
stores—I’m a big fan of the cassava chips!

Also in Oregon, Brian and Karen Pearse Apgar
live in Eugene with their daughters Sophie, 9, and
Emma, 7. Karen is a school psychologist, working
with developmentally disabled teens and young
adults. She’s still searching for an a cappella expe-
rience as great as Nothing But Treble; she had a
group for a few years, Mulberry Street, and they
managed to cut a CD and record some local radio
commercials. Brian’s the technical director at Buzz
Monkey Software—writing computer games all

day! He puts his Big Red Band and Jazz Band skills
to use playing saxophone for the local Blue Skies
Big Band. Karen has been in touch with John
and Janine Blanchard Huber, who have children
James, 11, Brian, 10, and Jack, 1. John is the
headmaster at a boarding school in Maryland.
Karen’s also keeping in touch with Aaron Kaplan
in Grenoble, France, and with Paula Hintz Debes,
who lives in northern Virginia with her husband
and children Elizabeth, Andrew, and Jessica. Paula
teaches sign language at local high schools and
the community college. Mary Vallett Mariska lives
in Ohio with her airline-pilot husband and children
Jarod, Elanor, and Jocelyn. Tonya Whitcomb Lis-
ter lives in Downingtown, PA, with her husband
and daughters Alexandra and Francesca. Tonya and
her husband are both environmental scientists.

Next stop, the American Midwest. Kathleen
Facey Caudill is in Des Moines, IA, with her hus-
band George and their beautiful daughter Catherine
Gray Caudill, who will be a year old by the time you
read this. Kathleen works for SAIC, a defense con-
tractor, as an HR manager, and has a flexible sched-
ule so she can spend lots of time with Catherine.
Allison Bergstrom works in commercial real estate
in the Chicago area. She is also the Class of ’92
Membership Chair—if your class dues are not up to
date, you’ll probably hear from her! Allison met up
with class officers Todd Kantorczyk, Jean Kintisch,
Karen McCalley, and Brian Sagrestano at the CACO
(Cornell Association of Class Officers) Mid-Winter
Meeting in Philadelphia in early February.

I’m still living and working just outside of Ann
Arbor, MI. I’ve moved my e-learning development
business out of my home and into “real office
space.” Our little company is up to five employees
now, myself included. My husband John Torrance
’90 did all the office build-out and network set-up
we needed. At one point, it looked like Ikea, Dell,
and Home Depot had all exploded inside the office.
Thank goodness those days are over.

Keep sending news! By time you read this,
all the East Coast news will have been sent to
the magazine and we’ll be ready for more. Have
we heard from you yet? Megan Fee Torrance,
megan@torranceinc.com; Lois Duffy Castellano,

c

‘Doug Pascale is building a small
ORIE empire at work.’Kathryn Kraus Bolks ’91

92 Here’s your visual: I’m sitting
here at my laptop, channeling
my Cornell muse with my Seth

Kaufman ’94 “Cascadilla” CD on the headphones
and a bowl of all-natural cassava chips from Her-
manto Hidajat, ME ’97, and Angela Ichwan, MS
’95, at my side (see below for more news on Her-
manto and Angela). It’s February and it’s snowing
outside, but I’m thinking of spring in Ithaca
when you’ll be reading this. Ahhh.

Anyway, on to the news! Thank you to all
who replied to my e-mail plea for news. At the
risk of becoming another bothersome addition to
everyone’s flood of e-mail, it was a great chance
for me to hear from you. I even got notes from
old friends I haven’t been in touch with in a long
time, including my old roommate Linda LaMagra
Holmes. Linda works in finance for Honeywell and
lives with husband Jim and children Justin, 5,
and Jamie, 1, in East Brunswick, NJ. I also heard
from Raymond Sciarrino, JD ’95, who is now a
criminal defense lawyer near Rochester, NY. He
and wife Barbara (Taylor) ’94 have bought Barb’s
old elementary school building in Perry, NY, with
plans to develop it for both commercial and res-
idential use. Plans include office space, a huge
soft indoor play space, and luxury apartments.

My e-mail request for your news was so suc-
cessful that I got more news than I can fit into
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lkd2@cornell.edu; Jean Kintisch, jmk226@cornell.
edu; and Wilma Ann Anderson, info@WilPower
Enterprises.com.

Goldstein is working as a general, laparoscopic,
and bariatric surgeon, and is the director of min-
imally invasive surgery for Virtua Health System,
Voorhees Division. For anyone out there who has
a PhD in science, Jane Chin, president of the
Medical Science Liaison Inst., may have some ad-
vice for you. She is authoring a career guide for
PhD scientists interested in alternative careers,
5 Lessons in PhD Career Transitions. Check out
www.takepart.com. Elise Rosenberg is planning
on attending reunion in June. If you see her, you
can congratulate her for being promoted to a sen-
ior managing director of structured equity prod-
ucts at Bear, Stearns & Co. Inc. Mark Henning, MS
’00, will have a long flight if he is able to attend;
he is an agricultural program manager in northern
Afghanistan, conducting applied research to help
Afghan farmers become more productive and prof-
itable through testing and extension of appropri-
ate agricultural technology.

A few people wrote in with news and a
request to get back in touch with old friends.
Heather Ritchie Richardson writes that she is
married and living in Moscow, Russia, and now has
two sons, Pasha, 4, and Jon, 2. “Pasha has started
attending Russian preschool and I volunteer there
twice a week teaching English to 4- and 5-year-
olds. I’m also researching food allergies, as I
recently learned that our younger son has multi-
ple allergies.” She’d like to hear from old friends
Lulu Kurman and Pam Jaffe. Patty Lin is a writer-
producer and is writing for the ABC show “Break-
ing Bad.” In her free time she enjoys yoga, fiction
writing, reading, gardening, cooking, and photog-
raphy. She’d like to hear from Eben Klemm ’92.
Gretchen Schuler-Dandridge is a self-employed
graphic designer/special event planner. Some of
you may have seen her on TV, as she recently
appeared in a Travel Channel documentary that
aired on August 2 entitled “XXL Travel.” She’d like
to hear from Steve Zambrzycki, aka “Zam.”

Svetlana Kogan is a self-employed internal
medicine physician who has also been busy
learning French and traveling in Europe. She’d
like to hear from Rimma Perelmuter. Stacie
Heck Fitzgerald is a social worker who does ther-
apy with children, adolescents, and families. She
also does psychiatric evaluations in emergency
rooms. In her spare time, she can be found hik-
ing, camping, or playing with her three children.
She’d like to hear from Jen Butler Kleiner.

There may be some new little ones at re-
union, as a number of classmates wrote in to tell
us about new babies. Adrian Sexton is the exec-
utive VP, digital at Participant Productions. He
welcomed baby Sophie Skye on February 9, 2007.
Elisa Lippmann Winokur wrote in with this news
about her new fourth-generation Cornellian: “My
husband Derek ’91 and I welcomed our first
child, Charlie, on March 30, 2007 in NYC. He is
part of a big Cornell family, and is also welcomed
by grandmother Julie Cohn Lippmann ’67, grand-
parents Bart ’61 and Susan Sternblitz Winokur
’61, and aunt Deborah Winokur ’88 and uncle
Brett Applebaum ’88.”

Brendan O’Neill welcomed a baby boy, Grif-
fin Thomas, on Aug. 14, 2007. Brendan is the
president and COO of Shanes Gourmet Catering.
Larry Kass and his wife welcomed twins Natalia
and Elan on December 1, 2007. When Larry is not
busy changing diapers and rocking babies, he is
working in resource recovery consulting and
singing in the La Pena Community Chorus. Finally,
Andrea Sarkany Riskin and husband Greg ’90,
DVM ’94, welcomed daughter Eden Brooke on

January 17, 2008. She joins sister Deborah, 8,
and brother Michael, 4. Congratulations! Yael
Berkowitz Rosenberg, ygb1@cornell.edu; Erica
Fishlin Fox, ericazzz@aol.com.
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93 By the time this column comes
out, we should be getting ready
to head to Ithaca for our 15th

Reunion! I have not been back to the Hill since our
10th, so I’m excited to spend time with friends and
to see what changes have been made to the cam-
pus. I look forward to seeing many of you there!

Speaking of reunions, I recently attended a
mini-reunion of sorts. In November I went to the
Cornell vs. BU hockey game in Madison Square Gar-
den. I am proud to say that the game sold out and
that probably 75 percent of the attendees were
wearing Cornell red. Although we lost the game,
it felt like being back in Lynah Rink with all the
familiar cheers and faces. I attended with a group
that included Lauren Bailyn Sapira, MBA ’94,
Russell ’88 and Marni Runyon Kriegel ’90, and
Tammi Miller Fox ’94. Just walking in the lobby,
I also ran into Rob Fromberg, Jeff Cohen, ME
’94, and Mike Rapolas ’94. It was lots of fun and
I hope that they will make it an annual tradition.

Since my last column, so many people have
been filling out their News Forms that I now
have way more news than I can fit in our allot-
ted space. So if you recently wrote in with news,
please bear with us. We’ll get it into the column
as soon as we can!

We’ll start off with some professional updates.
Daniel Lipson is an assistant professor of politi-
cal science at Kalamazoo College. He is also a
board member of the ACLU and PeaceJam. Adam

94 The news is light this issue.
Please continue to send updates
via e-mail to Dika, Dineen, or

me at the addresses at the end of this column.
In the business world, we received two press
releases both relating to the legal field. Jeffrey
Feldman was recently elected to the partnership
of the Philadelphia-based law firm Montgomery,
McCracken, Walker & Rhoads LLP, where Jeffrey is
a member of the firm’s litigation department. Also
in the Philadelphia area, Jeanne Ramage Renteze-
las has joined the Cherry Hill office of Stradley
Ronon Stevens & Young LLP, where she focuses her
practice on mortgage and banking transactional
and regulatory compliance issues.

A couple of News Forms had no news but did
have business cards, so I will report that Wade
Pitts is VP, institutional sales for TD Ameritrade
in San Francisco, and Sean Alexander, MBA ’01,
is division director, Asian equity sales for Mac-
quarie Securities in Hong Kong. Business cards
with a little more detail came in from Fred Pen-
sotti, who serves as CFO of Sabre Holdings’ travel
industry group division in Texas. Fred lives with
wife Sheila and his children. When asked what are
some things he remembers most fondly about Cor-
nell, Fred replied, “Hangin’ out at the Nines with
friends, Treman Park, the waterfalls, and digging
my Jeep out from five feet of snow.” Elizabeth
Golluscio writes in from New York City, where she
is VP, product marketing, for the NewsMarket, an
online video site for media and marketing profes-
sionals. Elizabeth lives with husband Aurelio Nar-
ciso and son Matteo, born April 27, 2007.

We got a newsy update from Michael Her-
aghty: “After spending six years in various engi-
neering and scientific roles with Bristol-Myers
Squibb, I decided in 2005 to return to business
school. This past May I completed my MBA at
Rutgers Business School and am now working as
a product director for Johnson & Johnson’s Ethicon
division. I am also happy to report that my wife,
Kathy, and I recently had a baby girl named Niamm
Theresa.” Congratulations! In other baby news, Amy
Unckless and Marc Gallagher welcomed their first
child, son Ryan James, on August 26. The family
lives outside Boston, but Ryan says he is “not a Red
Sox fan.” Liza Brown Somilleda gave birth in May
2007 to her second child, Simone, who joins their
“very athletic son, Noah.” Liza lives in Redondo
Beach, CA, with husband Abel, and teaches spe-
cial education at a middle school. She also recently
completed her credential to be a school adminis-
trator. Liza fondly remembers “spending hours at
Trillium and all the sorority and fraternity formals.”

Also writing in is Robin Warren, who lives in
Seattle with husband Jason Gruber. The couple
had a baby girl in February 2007. Robin recently
began a tax LLM program at the U. of Washington
School of Law. Via e-mail we received word that
Corey and Brynn Sigal Wolff are the parents of
daughter Ciera Grace-Helen, born in January 2006.
Brynn is a surgical resident at Penn State-Hershey
Medical Center in Hershey, PA, and Corey is CEO
of AMS Genetics, an international marketing firm.
Finally, Louis Ramos announces the birth of his
second son, Henry Theodore, born September 8.
Lou and wife Michelle also have a 2-year-old son
Matthew, and the family lives in Vienna, VA.
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One wedding to report: Jennifer Salm mar-
ried Eric Radler in September 2007. There were
lots of Cornellians in attendance: Erika Ozer,
Jeremy Sperling, Carrine Burns, Nick and Elena
Jeffries Nadgauda, Neysa Reiss Etienne, Anoop
Singh, Lisa Keswick, Katie Mack Walsh ’92, and
Tracey Chabot Flammer. Jennifer works as a
pediatrician in Newport, RI.

Hope everyone is healthy and happy. Write us!
Jennifer Rabin Marchant, jennifer.marchant@

kraft.com, Dineen Pashoukos Wasylik, dineen@
wasylik.net; and Dika Lam, dikaweb@yahoo.com.

c

reception on Lake Ontario on June 23, 2007.
Along with Jim and Chris, attendees included
Jeff Maranhas, Kevin Robillard, Greg Weber,
Steve Cremin ’94, Mike Croker ’94, Chris Larsen
’94, Shawn Shannon ’94, Sandip Tarafdar ’94
and Carly Powell ’94, Elaine Mero McKee ’98,
and Steve Zawadzkas ’97. Alan and Erin live in
Geneva, NY, where Alan runs his own financial
services business.

To round out the Donlon Report (Jim, Chris,
and Alan all lived on the third floor as freshmen,
Jeff on the fourth, Greg on the second), Jim
shared that Greg and his wife Tracy live near
Denver, CO, where Greg “masquerades as a Dis-
tinguished Member of Technical Staff” for Avaya,
while Jeff is at Apple’s headquarters in California
doing project management that deals with the
integration of iPods into cars. Jim himself lives in
Atlanta and is director of national recruiting for
ADEX Corp., where he works with Christine Van
Der Heide ’96 (the company’s director of business
development based in Richardson, TX). And,
finally, “thanks to Jeff,” Jim writes that the Don-
lon classmates “started a race to 500 miles using
our iPod Nanos . . . to get our post-graduation 30
down closer to our college weights.” Now how’s
that for staying young and healthy!

In other wedding news (yes, we were talking
about weddings, weren’t we?!), Kristen Stucchio,
a promotion director at Better Homes & Gardens
magazine, married Carlos Suarez ’98 at a vineyard
in Mattituck, NY, on July 28, 2007. A long list of
Cornell attendees included classmates Natalia
Martorell Goldsmith, Jennie Tsai Ebbitt, Joyce
Jones, Lisa Mullan, Alissa Pellizzari Cooper,
Robin Cooley, Annie Tamis, Nancy Rosen, Elena
Elkin, and Lenny Hirsh, and a dozen other Cor-
nellians including brother Andrew Stucchio ’02
and father-in-law J. J. Suarez, PhD ’77.

Last but not least, helping us stay both
healthy and laughing is physician Frederick Alcan-
tara (alcfre@gmail.com), who fondly remembers
his days with the Whistling Shrimp and would
love to hear from classmates Diana Ensenat,
Maria Ho, Paul James Kirner, Michael Greger,
and Jenny Tu. Alison Torrillo French, amt7@
cornell.edu; Abra Benson, amb8@cornell.edu.
Class website, http://classof95.alumni.cornell.edu.

c

2007), Emily and her family just finished gutting
and rebuilding their Brookline, MA, home. Also
doing their part to support the Boston-area con-
struction industry are Jennifer Lo and Mike
Keblin, who are putting an addition on the New-
ton home they share with their two children. Jen-
nifer is a tax and estates attorney and Mike works
as an engineering technology teacher. Just down
the road, Minna Kim Sams plies her trade at West
Newton Dental Associates. When not torturing
innocent victims (no offense, Minna . . . I just
really hate going to the dentist), Minna enjoys ski-
ing and mountain biking with her husband Peter
and two sons. Tackling parenthood with gusto
(new daughter Maeve joined siblings Connor and
Lilia in September 2007), Matthew Stanton, MCE
’97, works in emerging business for the Cleveland
Clinic. He took his family to Ithaca last June, and
Matthew is pretty sure their milkshake-riddled visit
to the Cornell Dairy (“a cow, a moon, a campus”)
served to ensure a steady stream of Stanton col-
lege applications a decade or so down the road.

Plenty of people take time off from their jobs
for kids, but Stephanie Cockerl went freelance in
order to have the time to care for her grandmother.
Stephanie’s company (next STEPH) offers services
including blog design and development, search
engine optimization, and website design, devel-
opment, and maintenance. Stephanie was featured
at BlogHer ’07 in Chicago, where she spoke about
blogging and self-promotion. Along with husband
Scott and new son Jack (born December 2007),
Erin Dougherty Sweitzer calls Somerville, NJ, home.
Erin is the director of internal control compliance
for the Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co., the folks
responsible for the A&P chain of grocery stores.

Child and adolescent psychiatrist Hope Levin
was recently married in Lake Tahoe; Hope and hus-
band Dave live in Brentwood, CA. Across town, Lau-
ren Gasparo Anton is pursuing a master’s degree
in nutritional sciences at Cal State, Los Angeles,
taking classes to become a registered dietician and
teaching nutritional educational at USC. Lauren’s
passion for healthy living extends beyond the class-
room—in October 2007, she finished the Long
Beach half-marathon in under two hours. Rohan
Mehra, MCE ’97, checked in from New York City,
where he is a co-founder and principal of the Prusik
Group, a retail-focused real estate development
firm. Rohan completed his MBA at New York U., and
was formerly a VP at Forest City Ratner Companies
(the folks responsible for Manhattan’s first Target!).

Finally, a HUGE thanks to the Class of 1936
for their donation to our class treasury. Among
other things, this contribution will help our class
provide an annual scholarship (which this year
went to David Mahler ’08, a senior Economics
major and stalwart member of the Dean’s List). We
promise to return the favor to the Class of 2056.
That’s all the news for now. Please check out our
new (and much improved!) class website, http://
classof96.alumni.cornell.edu. Ron Johnstone,
raj6@cornell.edu; Carin Lustig Silverman, CDL2@
cornell.edu; Courtney Rubin, cbr1@cornell.edu.
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95 As I write this column I’ve just
returned from the Cornell Asso-
ciation of Class Officers (CACO)

annual Mid-Winter Meeting. It’s always amazing
to see alums from the ’30s still going strong and
making the trip, just like they do each year at
reunion. I hope that when we get to that stage
of life, we’ll all still be as vibrant and school spir-
ited . . . not to mention healthy!

Of course, many of us now keep young vicari-
ously through our kids—and all the running around
after them is a great cardio workout! Christopher
Goodsen, Montclair, NJ (goodsonc@yahoo.com),
and wife Jessica are keeping up with new daughter
MacKenzie Grace, along with 1-1/2-year-old sister
Madison Lee. Chris is an attorney and owner of a
mortgage company, as well as the president of
the New Jersey Real Estate Investment Club. An-
other attorney, Thelma Romano-Kraynak (Thelma@
romanokraynak.com) works for herself outside Pitts-
burgh, PA, where she lives with husband Joe, prac-
ticing immigration law while performing full-time
mom duties for identical twin boys Samuel Martin
and Nicholas John (born August 3, 2007) and big
brother Joseph, 4. In Wisconsin, Benjamin Frank
(bsfrank@gmail.com) is a stay-at-home dad who
has been “spending every minute with my 5, 3, and
2-year-old kids.” When asked what he would rather
be doing, Benjamin replied, “Spending almost
every minute with my 5, 3, and 2-year-old kids.”

On January 4, Sarah (Margolin) and Chris
Jacobson welcomed son Maxwell Benjamin. Writes
Sarah, “Big brother Sam, 2, has been having lots
of fun ‘helping’ with the new baby. Chris contin-
ues to work at Caxton in NYC while I am busy as
a full-time mom attending lots of Gymboree and
Music Together classes. We are also involved in the
insanity that is coordinating the construction of
our dream house in Westchester County.” In Palm
Beach, FL, Rob Friedman (friedman29@hotmail.
com) and wife Ruth have expanded their clan,
welcoming Max Isaac on November 10, 2007, who
joins big brother Sammy Rey and big sister Rose
in “an increasingly crowded house.” Despite the
full house, the family would love to have any
Cornellians in the area stop by—”even if you are
just down for a visit.”

From our nation’s capital, Kathy Kiang Pas-
cover and husband Alex sent in the happy news of
the birth of daughter Zoe Moon on September 17.
Kathy has recently returned to work part-time while
Alex is taking a couple of months off from his work
as a contract attorney. And Jim Miskell ’97 reports
that Chris Ziegler and wife Aimee welcomed baby
girl Riley Celeste a week later, on September 24.

Potentially moving themselves closer to run-
ning around after rugrats (or not), some of our
classmates have recently abandoned their single-
hood. Our “man on the street” Jim Miskell also
sent in a wedding report—from Alan Deuel, who
married Erin Tomeny at a lakeside ceremony and

96 It doesn’t take much to get
Rockville, MD, resident Eugene
Freedman started. Deputy gen-

eral counsel for the National Air Traffic Controllers
Association, Eugene is doing his best “to prevent
the Bush Administration’s FAA from totally destroy-
ing the safety net in the skies and on the runways.”
A dyed-in-the-wool union man, Eugene is putting
his ILR degree to productive use negotiating labor
agreements, handling unfair labor practices, writing
labor legislation, and lobbying on behalf of employ-
ees. Eugene’s motivation? “Even the most hardened
management-side guy doesn’t want 20 percent of
the controller workforce to disappear without suf-
ficiently trained replacements, unless he only drives
and takes the train. That’s what’s happened in the
past two years and it’s not getting any better.” On
a much, much lighter note, Eugene and his wife
Rachel (Kanzer) ’98 welcomed new daughter
Camille Isadora in January 2008, and he writes in
his spare time for www.baseballthinkfactory.org
(bottom line: the steroid issue is complicated and
Tim Raines belongs in Cooperstown).

Emily Hart Reith is really busy. A mother of
three (Isabella joined the Reiths in November

97 Congratulations to two female
classmates working in finance.
Having completed an 18-month

expat assignment in Amgen’s Research and Devel-
opment Europe Finance department in Cambridge,
England, Christine Hewitt, MBA ’02, was pro-
moted to director of finance for Amgen’s two man-
ufacturing plants in Boulder, CO. Since moving to
Colorado, Christine has enjoyed catching up with
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Peter Quinn, the president of the Cornell Club
here, and Betsy Hause. She also was the maid of
honor at Jennifer Chow’s marriage to John Papan-
drea and notes it was great to see Matt Parobeck
and Michael Tamburro, who was an usher, at the
wedding. Last year, Melissa Pinto Heller shared
news of her promotion to deputy chief financial
officer of Broward County, FL.

Ian Ng sent in an update last winter from
Los Angeles, where he was working as a systems
analyst and spending his time on a lot of things,
including screenwriting, reading for a full-length
film, leading personal growth seminars, starting
a new relationship, hanging out with friends,
salsa and swing dancing, and cruising in the
Caribbean. Elsewhere in California, Heather
Markovitz Hofflich works as an endocrinologist
at Newport Beach Medical Group. Spending time
with her son and husband David is Heather’s
main extracurricular activity; she keeps busy hik-
ing, running, and biking.

Kathleen Buckley Kalafus joined the Wash-
ington, DC-based intellectual property firm Sterne,
Kessler, Goldstein & Fox LLC as a technical spe-
cialist in the biotechnology/chemical group. Kath-
leen earned a PhD in molecular and human genet-
ics at the Baylor College of Medicine in 2005.
Alison Terry is living in Farmington, ME, and is
an assistant professor. She received her doctorate
in psychology last year. Seth Guikema shared
news of a job change: he planned to start as
assistant professor in the Dept. of Geography and
Environmental Engineering at Johns Hopkins U. in
January 2008. Previously, Seth was an assistant
professor at Texas A&M U.

Here are a few updates on Boston-area class-
mates. Danya Denysyk Dinwoodey is living in
Boston and plans to complete her cardiology fel-
lowship in June 2008. Danya and husband Jon
welcomed son Blake Denysyk Dinwoodey on Sep-
tember 19, 2007. Katie Ball Sullivan manages
marketing campaigns and events for InterSystems,
a technology company based in Kendall Square.
Emily Berman Welch is a recruiter for Bank of
America in Boston; she married Colgate grad Evan
Welch on July 29, 2006. Last year was an event-
ful one: Emily completed a four-year evening law
school program and passed the Massachusetts Bar
exam, and daughter Charlotte Poppy arrived on
December 6, 2007 (three weeks early).

Amy Gronquist Baker lives in Hillsboro, OR,
where she works with children and families as a
licensed clinical social worker. Amy spends her
time off with friends and family, enjoying the out-
doors, and working on projects around the house
with husband Patrick. Keith Branche is general
manager at the Tuxedo Club in Tuxedo Park, NY.
Keith is also a volunteer fireman for the Secaucus,
NJ, and Highland Mills, NY, Fire Department and
a contributing editor for Santé, a magazine for
restaurant and hospitality professionals. Alex
Alday shared news of son Tyler James’s birth on
December 9, 2007; Alex and family live outside
Philadelphia in Malvern, PA. Loretta Buckley’s
daughter Lucie-Blanche (“Lulu”) was born in March
2007. Loretta is an attorney admitted in New York.
Currently, she is working freelance translating doc-
uments from French, Spanish, and Italian into
English, and is studying translation at NYU.

Melissa Lazar McDonald is also a new mom:
daughter Alexandra Rae was born on July 18,
2007. Melissa married Kevin, a lieutenant in the
Coast Guard, in August 2005. The couple spent a
year in Florida, where Melissa worked as media
supervisor of an online advertising agency, then

relocated to Annapolis, MD, in 2006. Melissa
worked from home for an online agency based in
New York City, but took time off to enjoy being
home with her daughter. Classmate Robyn Meyer
came back to Ithaca this summer to attend a sail-
ing course through Cornell’s Adult University. Betsy
Leis went back to Cornell last fall for Homecom-
ing and found the campus “every bit as beautiful
as I remember it.” Betsy, who lives in Chicago and
works for Orbitz.com as a manager on their trans-
portation strategy team, met up with Matty Reit-
emeyer and Mary Doheny at Nina Farouk’s Boston
wedding. Betsy spends her free time playing trum-
pet with two community groups and serving on
the Cornell Alumni Federation board.

Classmates want to know where you are, what
you’re doing, and which Cornellians you see. Send
in an update today! Erica Broennle Nelson,
ejb4@cornell.edu; Sarah Deardorff Carter, sjd5@
cornell.edu. Class website, http://classof97.alumni.
cornell.edu.
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and Aileen Mary, 1. Christopher Malvica is a
doctor of physical therapy. Kriston Anderson is
a psychotherapist and spends her spare time cus-
tomizing Japanese import cars, doing entomo-
logical taxonomy, writing, and playing poker. She
would like to hear from Joe Nolan.

With accidents come . . . lawsuits? Again, don’t
worry, as many of our classmates can probably help
you out. Melissa Pucciarelli is VP and assistant
general counsel of CWCapital LLC. When she has
free time she spends it playing with her wild puppy
Cosmo and working on a 100-year-old house. She
would like to hear from Teso Gamboa. Teresa
Reeves Bernstein is VP of legal affairs at Perseus
LLC, a private equity firm with $2 billion under
management. When she’s not working, she likes
biking, running, cooking, and photography. She
misses the spring days on the Arts Quad near Mor-
rill Hall and looking at the amazing view. She hopes
to travel more in 2008 and to hear from Natasha
Szarkowski Brown. At the time of writing she was
thinking about going to reunion. She definitely has
to go now, as we’ll be looking out for her.

Nancy Becker Margolin is an attorney practic-
ing insurance coverage litigation in NYC. She just
joined the committee for young lawyers division of
the United Jewish Appeal. She and husband Scott
were wed on November 10, 2007 and honeymooned
in Bali and Tokyo. Lenor Marquis is an associate in
the litigation department of the New York office
of Steptoe and Johnson LLP. She was the 2007 win-
ner of the New York Law Journal’s prestigious fic-
tion contest. Her story, “Sue Generous,” about an
immigration attorney who is having a horrible day,
was published in the Dec. ’07 issue of New York Law
magazine. She received her JD in 2002 cum laude
from NYU School of Law. She also is on the board
of directors of Project FAIR, a collaborative NYC-
based project working toward greater economic
justice for low-income and homeless New Yorkers.

A healthy appetite for all the food events!
Here’s news from classmates in the food and hos-
pitality industry. Yasuko Nakaue is general man-
ager at the newly opened Nobu San Diego after
nine years at Nobu in New York City. She loves the
job as GM, but writes that it is very challenging
professionally and personally and she would rather
be having dinner at Blue Ribbon. Not far away,
Denise Chu Lee franchises Sonic Drive-in. She
and her husband Paul recently opened their sev-
enth restaurant in Central Valley, CA. She spends
her time chasing after her 2-year-old daughter
Danica. They moved to Los Angeles to build more
Sonic Drive-ins in Southern California.

And of course, your enthusiasm and good
spirits! On that note, Rev. Christopher Weldon is
a Catholic priest and is heading up his Hispanic
apostolate. He would like to hear from Danny
Hest ’97. Happy packing, everyone. See you at
reunion! Erica Chan, hc31@cornell.edu; and
Gregg Herman, gdh5@cornell.edu.
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98 By the time this article reaches
your hands, you should be pack-
ing and getting ready for our

10th Reunion. Think ten years is a long time? Try
14—which was when we packed for our first arrival
in Ithaca. Remember the pre-Orientation checklist
that reminded you to pack extra-long twin sheets?
Well, there’s no need to bring our own sheets this
time around, but here is our attempt at preparing
you for your arrival on campus again.

Diapers! We bet there will be lots of babies
at reunion. On September 25, 2007, Jamie Kohen
and husband Jason Koenig welcomed daughter
Amelia Rose. Amy Hargrave Wehrspann, MILR ’02,
had a son in March 2007. Amy is VP, organizational
development at PNC Financial Services. Other proud
new parents include: Emilia Cantarero Huntley, an
attorney trying to build her legal practice while
trying to enjoy her family; Aileen Stark Matticoli,
a stay-at-home mom; and Laura Sienko Haas,
whose daughter Julia Madison was born on May
15, 2007. Laura is a project manager for financial
systems development for Prudential Financial in
Newark, NJ. She would love to hear from her room-
mate of four years, Luisana Echeverria.

Joanna Kipnes, chief resident of internal
medicine, is mother of twins Ella and Leila. Elyssa
Cohen Gaffin’s son Zavier Julius was born on July
8, 2006. Elyssa is program manager at the Foun-
dation for Jewish Camping. She received her MPA
in nonprofit administration in May 2007 and
attended the wedding of Angela Han ’99 to her
brother Brent Cohen on September 2, 2007. Adar
Kaplan Novak is a mom and freelance writer who
misses those sunny days on the Arts Quad. Kara
Savid Schissler, an attorney by day and a mother
at night, had her first child, Adan, on November
20, 2006. She wrote that she would like to be
hanging out at Rulloff’s right now. And Kather-
ine Henzler-Wildman had her first child, Martha
Edith, on August 2, 2007.

First-aid kits! For those who continue to live
fast and dangerous lives. Or maybe there is no
such need, as many of our classmates are in the
medical profession. Betsy Patterson is a fourth-
year resident in ob/gyn. She enjoys horseback
riding and playing with her puppy, and is a mem-
ber of the Cleveland Suburban Symphony. Alyse
DiBenedetto is a psychologist with her own
practice. John Farrelly, DVM ’98, is head of radi-
ation oncology at the Animal Medical Center in
NYC. He has children Ellen, 10, Clare, 7, Sean, 4,

99 According to Motto Magazine’s
first annual look at the top mot-
tos among American colleges

and universities, Cornell has the best motto. That’s
right. Ezra Cornell’s grand statement, “I would
found an institution where any person can find
instruction in any study” comes in as number 1.
Inspired by Ezra’s words, here’s a look at what our
classmates are doing with all that instruction.

We’ll appropriately begin with some instruc-
tors: New Yorker Julie Sontag Sonenberg describes
her day job as “business owner/dog trainer.” She
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founded One Smart Puppy Inc., which, according
to her website, offers “positive reinforcement
training for you and your dog.” Julie took a break
from dog training in November ’07 for her wedding
and honeymoon in Tahiti. Anne Kent-Kwasniewski
teaches reading in the Utica City School District
and has completed two master’s degrees and two
advanced certificates in education. A psychologist
by day, Talibah Thompson Buchanan is also an
adjunct professor at Gallaudet U. for first-year doc-
toral students in the clinical psychology program.

After completing her MBA from Babson Col-
lege in May ’06, Meagan Ballard Hall returned to
the school as manager of the One Year MBA Pro-
gram, where she works with faculty to develop cur-
riculum and advise the students. In other happy
news, Meg and Douglas
were married in October ’07
at Sage Chapel in Ithaca.
Classmates in attendance
included Andrew Addotta,
Laura Kauderer Batten,
Mike Charles, Steve Elson,
Jeni Lassell, Nalin Mittal,
Laura Little Morris ’00,
and Joel and Jessica Shaw
Raha. A similar group of
Cornellians assembled ear-
lier in the year to celebrate
the April ’07 nuptials of
Laura Kauderer to Christo-
pher Batten. Jessica Shaw
Raha, Meagan Ballard Hall,
and friend Taran Jefferies
served as bridesmaids.
Laura, a recent West Coast
transplant from Boston, works for a Web startup
company in Berkeley, CA.

In other startup news, after 7-1/2 years as an
audio research engineer, Jay LeBoeuf took the
startup plunge and is now the chief technology
officer of Imagine Research in San Francisco. The
company is an applied research consulting com-
pany, specializing in audio and music technology.
When he’s not working, Jay is a freelance record-
ing and mixing engineer. Music is still a regular
part of trumpeter Lowell Frank, MD ’03’s life. This
former Big Red Marching Band drum major even
had fellow bandies Chris Orelup ’98, Rich Hovorka
’96, Ilyse Gerson Cody ’02, and Peggy Imboden
Salsbury ’01, MCE ’05, provide brass music for his
wedding ceremony when he married Samantha
Klein ’96 last year in Great River on Long Island.
The wedding party included best man Joe Salsbury
’99, MBA ’05, groomsmen Brian Cody ’00, ME ’01,
and Carl Regelmann ’02, and bridesmaids Rachel
Berman Colchamiro ’96, Deb Kulick ’96, and
Aviva Halpern Anenberg ’97. Lowell is a pediatric
cardiology fellow at Children’s National Medical
Center in Washington, DC, and somehow still found
time to run the 2007 NYC Marathon.

We’ll wrap up by introducing the New Kids on
the Block (is anyone else out there hoping for
that rumored NKOTB reunion tour?): Matt and
Julie Heim Jackson welcomed Annabel Rita last
August. Timing is everything, and Annabel was
born the same month that Julie, ahem, Dr. Jack-
son, graduated with her PhD in counseling psy-
chology from Boston College. Mark and Alexan-
dra Smith Ozerkis are happy to announce the
birth of their son Davison Smith Ozerkis in April
’07. Alexandra says Davis is already filling out his
application for the Class of 2029.

Justin Nudell and his wife Michelle Zetoony
announce the birth of their daughter Samantha

Eve in December ’07. Justin is a gastroenterology
fellow at Botsford Hospital in Farmington Hills,
MI, and will be finished with training in summer
2009. Christopher and Susie Crego Bernholdt
welcomed their second child, Sarah Jane, in Sep-
tember ’07. Susie, along with Cornell roommates
Rebecca Peterson McCloskey and Stephanie
Uram Ochs, celebrated her 30th birthday year in
style with a girls’ weekend in Las Vegas. Rebecca
and her husband Brian are both attorneys and
live in New Rochelle, NY.

James Fox and his wife Kimber welcomed
daughter Victoria Grace. The family lives in New
Jersey, and James works for a management con-
sulting firm based in NYC. Alexandria, VA, is home
to Margaret Miller Martsching, who works as man-

ager in analyst relations at
BearingPoint. Although her
husband is deployed with
the National Guard in Iraq,
happily he made it home
for their son Zachary’s
birth last August. Zachary
joins big brother Hayden,
and Margaret reports that
there’s never a dull mo-
ment at home!

Wanted: A few good
volunteers to serve as
class reunion chairs. The
year 2009 is coming faster
than most of us would like
to admit, which means
we’ll have been out of col-
lege for ten years! Please
contact class president

Sheyna Horowitz, sqhorowitz@gmail.com, if
you’d like to get involved.

Where have your Cornell instructions taken
you? Write and let us know! Jennifer Sheldon,
jls33@cornell.edu; Melanie Grayce West, mga6@
cornell.edu; and Brady Russell, bradydale@this
toowillpass.com.
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summer. The couple recently spent time with Pat
Lilja, Dena Zigun, and Florence Natter Grossman.
Marisa is currently the director of business devel-
opment at HistoRx Inc. Evan Berk and Heather
Ginter also brought a beautiful baby into the world
this past year. Right after Thanksgiving, Gabriella
Morgan Berk was born, on November 28, 2007.
Evan and Heather are elated! They are still in NYC,
where Heather works as a child psychologist and
Evan is a researcher and professor at Columbia U.

The Class of 2000 has had quite a few of its
members pursue teaching since graduation. Max
Dionisio recently earned his PhD in East Asian lan-
guages and civilizations from the U. of Pennsyl-
vania. He worked as an adjunct professor at Temple
U. and Drexel U. while he was in Philadelphia. Max
is now pursuing a master’s in information studies
at the U. of Toronto. David Hollander left his pre-
vious job, went back to school to earn an MA in
education, and became a high school social stud-
ies teacher right here in NYC. We also have teach-
ers in other parts of the world, such as Jennifer
Wolter, who moved to South Africa to teach at an
international school. Jennifer instructs students in
math and science, and is raising both money and
resources for small community schools in the area.
In her spare time, she coaches soccer and tells us
that she is traveling as much as she can!

I’ve recently been in contact with quite a
few alums these days—through e-mail, attending
Cornell events, or just being out in the city. For
instance, I attended a CCAAB (Cornell Club Alum-
ni Association Board) meeting not so long ago,
where I saw co-board member Anthony Chang.
Anthony is an asset manager at Broadway Part-
ners, where he adds value to office buildings
through leasing, redevelopment, and prudent
management. He is also a member of the Urban
Land Inst., Cornell Asian Alumni Association, and
the New York Repertory Orchestra.

Lara Gelbwasser got me in touch with Jen
Smith not so long ago, who filled me in on her
fabulous wedding to Meg Cavanaugh’s brother
Kevin. Jen and Kevin got married on June 30,
2007 in Hunter, NY, with “a bunch” of classmates
in attendance, including (besides Meg and Lara)
Kat Barr, Maura Driscoll, Ryen Dy Borden, Kate
MacKenzie, Stephanie Gutleber, Tracey Lubin
and husband Terence Flynn, Erica Allgyer Davi-
la, and Mike Liou (and wife Pamela Eager ’01).
Jen and Kevin now take up residence in Clinton
Corners, NY. Last but certainly not least, I “ran
into” Chad Nadler online, who, I am happy to
report, is doing very well and is on Baby Cloud
9! Chad’s son Aidan was born on November 13,
2006, and is the most adorable little redhead I’ve
ever seen! He looks just like his dad, who has
one year left in general surgery residency at Drex-
el and is now applying for a plastic surgery fel-
lowship. Congrats, Chad!

For the rest of you out there, don’t wait un-
til you run into me in the city to give me your
news! Feel free to contact me or Christine via e-
mail anytime or fill out that News Form you get
in the mail every so often—because we love
hearing from you, and we love writing for you.
Ciao! Andrea Chan, amc32@cornell.edu;
Christine Jensen Weld, CKJ1@cornell.edu.
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‘There’s no
need to
bring our
own sheets
this time
around.’Erica Chan ’98

00 Spring is in full bloom and love
is in the air. So what better
way to start this edition’s col-

umn than by announcing the wedding of Kristin
Bovalino and James Nicoll ’98? On December 15,
2007, the pair was married at Greystone Castle in
Canastota, NY. Classmates in the the wedding party
included: Jill Chesler, Samantha Cohn, Lauren
Kohn-Dayton, Tina Meyer Mayer, Linda Nicoll,
Gwenn Krasner Pollack, and Stacey McIntyre
Snyder. Best man was Jamie Weber ’98. It was
a memorable event and in true Cornell style!
Other classmate attendees included: Jeff Dayton,
Christina Shwereb Finamore (and husband Mike
’99), Natasha Friedrichs, Rory Halperin, and
Derek Snyder. After celebrating with their
friends and family, James and Kristin continued
on to honeymoon on the relaxing island of
Aruba. The couple currently resides in New York
City. Congratulations, you two!

Some of our classmates have already enjoyed
their honeymoon stage and are now rejoicing in
the new additions to their family! On February 28,
2008, Elisabeth Frankel Reed and husband Colin
joyfully welcomed baby boy Brandon Etan. Elisa-
beth had been working in the financial services
industry right up until the week she gave birth,
and the new mom is now composing a novel.
Marisa Dolled-Filhart and husband Shoham Fil-
hart ’97 had their second child, a boy, this past

01 Thank goodness winter is over.
Fortunately, it never felt as cold
in Manhattan as our winters in

Ithaca. So happy spring, Class of 2001! We hope
that all is well with you.
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03 Hello, Class of 2003! The weath-
er in Seattle has finally toned
down and spring is on its way.

This second year of law school is keeping me
plenty busy! Despite the workload, I plan to travel
to Beijing this summer and hope to work in an
international law firm. Then I will return to Seat-
tle for my third and final year of school.

Across the country, Melissa Lacey Woods
wrote in from Savannah, GA, to let us know that
she got married in April ’07 to George Woods. And
Katharine Carlino married Hotelie Richard Reilly
’02 on June 16, 2007 in Newport, RI. Jennifer
Weston shared that she is now a clinical dietitian
at Tufts New England Medical Center, where she
specializes in cardiology, CT surgery, heart failure,
and heart transplants. Megan Groh is also in the
medical world and is completing her internship in
internal medicine at the U. of Connecticut. Alexan-
dra Wright finished her master’s in agriculture
from Iowa State U. and is now a sales represen-
tative for Mycogen Seeds in Jonesville, MI.

On January 26, Cornellians gathered in New
York for the Third Annual 21 Dinner, to honor the
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Congratulations to Eric Biderman and Steph-
anie Alperin, who wed on November 10, 2007 at
the Pierre in New York City. The bridal party
included classmates Andy GraBois, Mike Glasser,
Seth Bender, Mike Giusto, and Robin Biderman
’97. Other Cornellians who joined to party the
night away included Jen Cole, Michelle Freis,
Steve Driver, Mike McCallen, Mike Wacht ’02, and
several others. The happy couple honeymooned in
Australia and resides in NYC, where Eric works as
an associate at the law firm Herrick Feinstein LLP.

Also recently married were Teddie Martis and
Pasquale Buffolino on September 29, 2007 at the
Glen Cove Mansion in New York. Teddie’s maid of
honor was Karen Li ’98, and two of her brides-
maids included Mehreen Yousaf and Margaux
Neiderbach ’99. Other Cornellians in attendance
included Erika Veley ’03, John DiMarco, R.D.,
JD ’03, and Nicole Rubinstein Kohut, and Jenny
Hwang ’99. Teddie lives in Massapequa, NY, and is
a manager for Deloitte Consulting, Human Capital.
She’s had a great past year, as she was recently
named one of the “Top 30 Consultants Under 30”
in the Jan/Feb 2008 edition of Consulting mag-
azine! Check it out at http://www.consultingmag.
com/articles/641/5/30-under-Thirty/page-5.html.
In her spare time Teddie had been cheering on the
New York Giants to win the Super Bowl, learning
how to golf, and taking lots of spinning classes.

Congratulations to Iorav Marz, MPS ’02, who
married Carissa Glazer on August 12, 2007 in
Westport, CT. Class of 2001 alums in attendance
included Christine Harlow, JD ’04, Janelle Luk,
David Portner, Matthew Semmer, David Solarz,
and Stu Weiss. The happy couple honeymooned
in Hawaii on the Big Island and Kauai and
recently purchased a house in Ridgefield, CT. Iorav
works for IBM as a mergers and acquisitions inte-
gration specialist in Westchester, NY. Amit Bha-
tia checks in from London, where he is living with
wife Vanisha. He is a partner at Swordfish Invest-
ments (a hedge fund). In his spare time he’s been
golfing, enjoying fine wines, dining with friends,
and playing English football and cricket.

Many of our classmates have gone on to pur-
sue legal careers. Toby Merchant lives in Cincin-
nati, OH, with wife Jennifer. He’s working as a
corporate associate for Squire, Sanders & Dempsey
LLP. Dianne LaRocca is married to Nicholas Rum-
mell and lives in Washington, DC. She works as a
labor and employment attorney at DLA Piper US
LLP. Mahogany Paulino Jenkins is married to
David ’00 and working as an attorney at Horten
& Roberts LLP while living in Emeryville, CA. Also
practicing law is Danny Sikka, who lives in Ar-
lington, VA. Congratulations to Rachel Reingold
Mandel and husband Ernest, who had a baby boy,
Joseph Haim, on October 21, 2006. The couple
lives in New Haven, CT. Rachel is an associate in
litigation for the law firm Tyler Cooper & Alcorn.

A few of our classmates are finishing up
their medical degrees. Lauren Dolan checks in
from Aventura, FL, where she is a student at
Barry U. School of Graduate Medical Sciences.
Angie Hunter Sparks is keeping busy in Ventura,
CA. She is a third-year family medicine resident
at Ventura County Medical Center and graduating
on July 1, 2008. In her spare time, she plays co-
ed soccer. Rick Cober is in Columbus, OH, and a
resident in cardiology at the Ohio State U. Vet-
erinary Teaching Hospital.

Ben Ransford is in graduate school at UMass,
Amherst. He lives in Northampton with wife
Megan Sielken. Joanna Eleftheriou tells us that
she’ll be completing an MFA in creative writing

at Old Dominion U. this May. Malcolm An is in
Seattle, WA, working as a procurement agent for
Boeing Co. Jeff Curtis is a race engineer for a
NASCAR Nextel Cup race team (Richard Childress
Racing). In his spare time, he’s been golfing, run-
ning, and weightlifting. He’s also working hard to
compete for a Nextel Cup Championship.

So . . . what’s new in your lives? Any exciting
trips? New job? Grad school? Weddings? Babies
born? Let us know. E-mail us at classof2001@
cornell.edu. We hope that all is well with each of
you—and let us know about it! Lauren Wal-
lach Hammer, LEW15@cornell.edu; Trina Lee,
TKL6@cornell.edu.
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wedding, we spent two weeks in Hawaii for our
honeymoon and are now enjoying life as newly-
weds in the Boston area,” Judy added.

Shayna Lustig Doyle was married to Jonathan
on August 11, 2007 in Baiting Hollow, NY. Many
Cornellians were in attendance, including brides-
maids Lauren Baumann, Tracey Sawyer, Tricia
Gasser See, Norah Kaplan Selig, and Tina Shih, and
maid of honor Kendra Kollar. Julia Durgee illus-
trated the gorgeous Save the Date cards; check out
www.juliadurgee.com to see her work! The Doyles
honeymooned in Costa Rica. Shayna works as a
systems trainer for Tiffany & Co. On that same day,
about 80 miles west, Lindsay Paulvin married Jason
Brand at Glen Island Harbour Club in New Rochelle,
NY. Cornellians in attendance included bridesmaids
Lindsey Sichel, Sara Katz, Hillary Ross Posternak,
Jamie Yonks, and Kirsten Walpert. Lindsay lives
in NYC and is a merchandiser for Ann Taylor.

On October 6, 2007, Courtney Bolger and
Alan Noah ’01 were married on the Hill. The two
are a triple Cornellian couple, having met, gotten
engaged, and been married on campus (Alan pro-
posed in the clock tower at last year’s reunion,
for those who may have been there). There were
plenty of Cornellians in attendance, including
bridesmaid Tanya Johns, groomsmen Clinton Festa
’01 and Daron Schreier, classmate Melissa Gorton
Davidson, and many more. Courtney and Alan were
married at Sage Chapel and had their reception in
Willard Straight’s Memorial Room, a venue so spe-
cial the pair actually had to camp out on the floor
of the Straight for 30-plus hours to get the spot!
Cornell Catering provided pumpkin ravioli, hot
apple cider, and a make-your-own ice cream sun-
dae bar for the wedding guests. Courtney and Alan
honeymooned on the beautiful Hawaiian islands
of Kauai and Maui. Post-honeymoon, Courtney has
started work at her first job since receiving her
PhD, a CDC/APHL Emerging Infectious Diseases
Research fellowship with the NYC Dept. of Health,
while Alan continues his work as a segment pro-
ducer at VH1. The newlyweds (and their beagle
Sherlock) live in Queens, NY.

Please send us news of your latest discovery,
book recommendation, travel spot, or dinner recipe.
No news is too small, honestly. Send news to: 
Carolyn Deckinger, cmd35@cornell.edu; or Jeff
Barker, jrb41@cornell.edu.
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02 Upon return from a recent trip
to Germany, I found myself
standing next to David Schwim-

mer (Ross Geller from “Friends”) at JFK baggage
claim. Either he’s much taller in person, or I des-
perately need to work on my posture. To my own
amusement I managed to keep my cool the entire
time, pretending I didn’t know who he was and
everything. As an ex-”Friends” maniac, the girls
of 218 Delaware Ave, Apt. 4 from our senior year
would have been impressed!

Marianne Drowne, in Ithaca during our 5th
Reunion, inadvertently missed out on the festiv-
ities. “Oddly enough I was in Stella’s Saturday
night during that weekend, but had forgotten it
was Reunion Weekend at all and was simply vis-
iting a friend,” she wrote. Last May, Marianne
was promoted to media and membership services
coordinator for Wildlife Alliance in Washington,
DC. Having now spent three years in the D.C.
area, and with friend Laoura Maratou, MS ’05,
nearby, Marianne hardly misses Ithaca winters,
but does return to the Northeast to ski and visit
college friends and family.

Mike ’00, MEE ’01, and Susan McAvoy Owens
bought a townhouse in Boyds, MD, in August.
“We are very excited to move beyond apartment
life!” she says. Beth Bodmann Warner wrote in
from her new home in Potomac Falls, VA. While
she works as a marketing rep for Attune, her
biggest joy and challenge is caring for her three
children. Storm Nolan now lives in Fort Smith,
AR, as a partner for CSK Hotels. In his spare time
Storm enjoys flying and scuba diving. Working to
develop hotels for CSK, he hopes to one day move
on to resort development. Drinks at the Statler
Hotel Bar are what he misses most, and he hopes
to hear soon from old friend Treys Ladrido ’04.

Nicole Warwick is enjoying life as a sales
executive while she spends her spare time train-
ing in the gym. “I’d rather be taking a nap!” she
joked. Her biggest memory from Cornell is Wines
class senior year. Good one! Tanvi Chheda (for-
merly Tanvi Tanvi Chheda) wrote in to share her
news as an assistant editor at Travel & Leisure
magazine. In her spare time she enjoys taking
French classes at the Alliance Francaise, and try-
ing her hand at making vegetarian sushi from
scratch. “I’d rather be shopping for espadrilles in
Barcelona,” she quipped. Her strongest memory
from Cornell is “walking around the Arts Quad
with friends, professors, and classmates.”

Jack Troidl and Judy Chan were married on
June 23, 2007 at the Country Club at New
Seabury on Cape Cod. Several Cornellians were in
attendance including matron of honor Tara Buo-
nanno, bridesmaid and Judy’s sister Laura Chan
’97, Josh Debottis, John DeVerna, DVM ’77,
Melissa Coleman, and Lisa Shaul ’00. “After the
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life and legacy of fellow Cornellian George Boiardi
’04. Cornellians from many different classes, along
with family and friends, had the opportunity to
pay tribute to George while raising money for
Teach for America, an organization George was
committed to. Class of ’03 members Jesse Roth-
stein, Frank Sands, Chris Viola, and Chris Morea
(among other former lacrosse team members, ATO
brothers, and friends) put together a great night
where many ’03 classmates had a chance to catch
up. Among them: Erica Holveck, Greg Drakos,
Shane and Jess Allen Palahicky, Brian Brady,
Laura and Ryan McClay, Katie Lavin, Jeff Porter,
Kelly O’Donnell, Jillian Waldman, and Adam
Buttermore. It was truly a wonderful event.

The Mario St. George Boiardi Foundation was
established in 2007 to honor, celebrate, and me-
morialize the life, legacy, and dreams of George
Boiardi. The Foundation honors George’s legacy
by raising and donating funds to worthwhile char-
itable organizations that empower the next gen-
eration through academics and athletics, two of
George’s lifelong passions. More information about
this foundation may be found at: http://www.
boiardifoundation.org/.

Back on the West Coast, Pamela Diaz is com-
pleting a joint PhD in French and Medieval stud-
ies at UC Berkeley. It’s her fourth year and she is
teaching French at the university and preparing for
qualifying exams. Pamela has been back and forth
from Paris, too! She writes, “I spent a year at the
Paris IV-La Sorbonne before grad school, and I
spent last semester at L’Ecole Nationale des Chartes
studying manuscripts. But I miss having Greek Peak
20 minutes away. I’ve actually seen a good num-
ber of people from Cornell here in the Bay Area,
including Vin Todaro ’04 and Mike Dellis.”

I hope you are planning on joining us on the
Hill, June 5-8. To get ready for Reunion, be sure to:
1) check out the Class of 2003 website, http://class
of03.alumni.cornell.edu, and see many of the great
events planned for Reunion Weekend. Registration
information was to be posted by the end of March;
2) take the time to pay your class dues, if you
haven’t already. Not only do you help build our class
treasury for the future, you’ll receive Cornell Alumni
Magazine so you can catch up with all of our class-
mates; 3) update your address to make sure we
have the correct information for you, so you can
continue to receive information about reunion; and
4) update your e-mail address if it has changed.

Have a great spring, and please send your
information our way! Samantha Buckingham
Noonan, noonans@seattleu.edu; and Sudha
Nandagopal, sn58@cornell.edu.
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Isaac Klein also lives on the Upper East Side
while continuing his Cornell life as a second-year
MD/PhD student in the Cornell/Rockefeller/Sloan-
Kettering Program. Kevin Nadolny is living in
NYC and designing buildings around the world.
He is a structural engineer at Leslie E. Robertson
Assoc. Kevin is also taking a Japanese class in
furtherance of his desire to live and travel in East
Asia. He misses living in Donlon his freshman
year. When all of his green house roommates
read this, send Kevin an e-mail. He would love
to hear from you at kjn8@cornell.edu. Timothy
Beach is also a structural engineer, designing
buildings in the US and the rest of world. He is
at Weidlinger Associates Inc. When not at work
he is out rock-climbing or running.

Brett Murphy just moved to Tucson, AZ, and
is sprucing up his new house. He is working as a
senior quality engineer. When he thinks of Cornell,
he most misses the sound of the bells in the crisp
winter air. Amy Bravo (scarydiva@aol.com) is a
stitcher and wardrobe supervisor for Theatreworks
USA, and freelances as a costume designer. You
may remember her from her performance in Baby:
The Musical our senior year. She performed for the
first time in almost four years this past December
at a cabaret benefit. As much as she loves life and
her new apartment, she wishes she were still
active in the ballroom dance world. Matt Bosch
’02, when you see this, e-mail Amy. Her answer to
the question, “What is the one thing you remem-
ber most fondly from your time at Cornell?” is the
answer that most resonates with me: “Impossible.
Ithaca in the fall and all of my friends.”

Sarah Bellos has started her own business,
ASK Apparel, with her sisters. The sisters create
organic naturally dyed clothing in Nashville, TN.
They are selling online at askapparel.com, at Whole
Foods, and at local/regional boutiques, galleries,
and craft shows. As if this is not keeping Sarah
busy enough, she is also a co-founder of a not-for-
profit focused on promoting sustainable agriculture
and increasing food security in middle Tennessee
called Nashville Urban Harvest. The not-for-profit
runs an urban organic farm and producer-only
farmers market. This past winter she traveled with
Sara McDonald to Chile and Argentina for a month
and during the summer found distant relatives in
Italy. Finally, she accepted the Environmental Lead-
ership Program’s Regional Fellowship this year.

Fellow ILRie Ronya Foy is another active
woman. Not only is she the founder and CEO of
her own event planning company, Diamond Spirit
Enterprise, she is the executive assistant to the
Hon. Leroy G. Comrie Jr., the Deputy Majority
Leader of the NYC Council and Councilmember of
the 27th District of Queens. Ronya also works on
the Int’l Awareness and Scholarship Committee of
the Queens Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority Inc. In addition, she is an administrator
of the Crisis Intervention Center, Movies and Art.
In her own words, “I’m considering going back to
school for a PhD. Since graduating, I was a flight
attendant and traveled to Ecuador, Brazil, Ghana,
Greece, Italy, China, and Japan.” In response to
the question, “What I’d rather be doing,” she
writes, “I’m doing exactly what I’d like to be
doing right now (thank God!).” One thing she
remembers fondly about Cornell is “spending time
with a group of intelligent and fun individuals. I
enjoyed late-night conversations about life over
bubble tea from the teahouse.”

As always, let me know how you’re spending
your time. Also, if you would like to be involved
in planning next year’s reunion, e-mail me with

04 Marianne Moody Robinson is
a credit analyst for agricultural
lender First Pioneer Farm Credit.

Her hobbies include showing cows, riding her
motorcycle and snowmobile, reading, skiing, and
working on the farm. When she’s not busy doing
all this, she works at her new husband’s business.
The two were married last October and have been
renovating their new home, room by room. Katie
Schie, Kristen Merle, and Luke Huysman, when
you read this, call or e-mail Marianne at marianne.
moody@gmail.com. Fellow ILRie and TriDelt Beth
Fischer writes that she recently bought her own
place on the Upper East Side of New York City.
She is busy renovating and decorating the new
place while working in international operations at
Lehman Brothers. What does she miss most about
Cornell? All the days that she got to sleep in!

05 Every morning on my bus ride
to work, I pass the Pentagon,
White House, and World Bank,

and if I have not fallen asleep I am usually over-
taken by the thought that monumental decisions
affecting the entire world are being made within a
three-mile radius of me. I see nearly everyone else
very much consumed by their day-to-day lives as
Washington, DC, and its landmarks have become
a backdrop against which we construct our lives.
Many times it takes an outsider or tourist to be
able to recognize and appreciate what we often
take for granted in our own backyard. Three years
removed from Cornell, many of our classmates
write nostalgically about trekking up Libe Slope
and across the Beebe Lake footbridge in the snow;
others recall being bombarded by campus organi-
zations tabling on Ho Plaza and in Willard Straight
on their way to class; a few recall throwing Fris-
bees on the Arts Quad on the rare warm days,
cramming for exams in Uris Library, and cheering
on the hockey team at Lynah Rink.

You may remember Meghan Miller from the
Cornell gymnastics team turning flips during her
high-bar routine in Teagle Hall. Now Meghan per-
forms as an aerial acrobat with Cirque du Soleil’s
touring show, Quidam, and has recently traveled
to Dubai, Seoul, Shanghai, and Mexico. Meghan is
also a certified yoga and Pilates instructor based
in San Francisco. In December, Michael Philpott
returned from a 15-month deployment in Bayji,
Iraq, where he worked as an artillery officer in the
82nd Airborne Division in an infantry company
managing the intelligence and information required
to secure his assigned area. After such a long de-
ployment, Michael is happy to be back home in
Spring Lake, NC, enjoying the wonderful life of the
typical American. He writes that he especially
misses having a cup of coffee and amazing bagel
from Collegetown Bagels on his way to the Arts
Quad. Glad to have you home safe, Michael!

Stephanie Friede lives in Brooklyn and works
as a freelance associate producer of documentary
programs. Her most recent project is a piece for the
Paley Center for Media, an organization that fo-
cuses on the critical intersections between media
and society. Stephanie recently went to the Int’l
Documentary Festival in Amsterdam with a film she
produced entitled When Clouds Clear, a gripping
portrait of a northern Ecuadorian mining town.
Stephanie misses her friends from Cornell and fond-
ly recalls staying up until 4 a.m. editing her films
in the lab at the Schwartz Center for Performing
Arts. Congratulations to Lindsey Quick Depew, who
married Nick in September 2007. Lindsey is work-
ing as a development operations coordinator at
Green Mountain College in Poultney, VT, and is also
working toward completing her MBA by May ’09.

Duden Yegenoglu is the Washington, DC, rep-
resentative of the Union of Chambers and Com-
modity Exchanges of Turkey, a bridge for business
opportunities between Turkey and the United
States. In her free time she attends Cornell-in-
Washington events, goes to the theatre, watches
international films, and attends dance perform-
ances from around the world. Recently Duden has
been exploring the city, attending conferences, and
reconnecting with friends during her free time.

Rising hip-hop sensations Kevin Edwards, Ke-
nan Goggins, and Chukuma Ogude, co-founders
of 211 Entertainment and their group True 2 Life,

“Reunion” in the subject line. Please send your up-
dates to: Vanessa Matsis, vgm3@cornell.edu.c
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currently living in New York City working as a sales
and administrative manager for SCORE! Educational
Centers. Sam is also in New York City and is a busi-
ness manager for Beyond Race, a music, art, and
culture magazine. Eli is volunteering for the DREAM
project in the Dominican Republic and will head to
New York to begin law school at NYU in the fall.

Other classmates have continued to stay con-
nected. Benjamin Crovella, a Cornell NROTC grad,
and John Mahony recently became second lieu-
tenants in the US Marine Corps after training at
the Basic School in Quantico, VA. Following grad-
uation and before “beginning his real career,” Ben
worked for Fidelity Investments in a counterparty
research and analysis group, and John worked for
Hanover High School. Interestingly, the pair also
graduated from Boston College High School the
same year, where John was the class president.

One year ago, following graduation, Andrea
Quach and John Friedman moved together to
Singapore. Andrea is a research analyst for Inter-
Continental Hotels Group in their corporate office,
while fiancé John is a global markets analyst for
Deutsche Bank. Philip Yam visited China the sum-
mer after graduation and has just finished his first
year of medical school at the New York Medical
College—he’s having a great time there. Adrian
Joaquin Prieto has been teaching English at a
university and affiliate secondary school in Beijing.
When he is on school breaks, he enjoys traveling
to countries nearby such as Vietnam and Thailand.
Lauren Trakimas is at Columbia U. College of
Physicians and Surgeons in New York City study-
ing for her master’s degree in molecular nutrition.

After working for five months as a designer
for the runway brand Jill Stuart, Hayley Paige
Gutman has landed her dream job as a bridal
designer for Priscilla of Boston under the Melissa
Sweet label. She works out of their New York
office and has plans to travel to Hong Kong this
year. Jonah Waissman spent last summer visiting
family in Brazil and adventuring with friends and
family in Israel before he started a PhD program
in applied physics at Harvard U. Jonah says, “I
am learning more per day than I ever knew was
physically possible, and loving every minute.”

Shane Dunn worked in Bath, England, for
about two months after graduation last year. He
is now living in Boston and working at the Rad-
cliffe Inst. for Advanced Study at Harvard in
alumni relations and development. Shane is also
Northeast regional chair for our class (D.C. to
Maine) and looks forward to your input on future
ways to maintain class and Cornell engagement.
Abena Sackey loves Cornell so much that she
couldn’t leave after graduation. She is an aca-
demic and program advisor in the College of
Engineering’s Diversity Programs office while also
working on her master’s in Engineering Manage-
ment. For her, it’s still a “dynamic and wonderful
place to grow.”

After a year away, it’s important to find ways
to stay connected to Cornell and your class. Visit
the Class of 2007 website, http://classof2007.
cornell.edu/, with links to events and activities,
alumni services, and more. Click on “Stay Con-
nected” to update your address and sign up for e-
mail forwarding. You can also find Cornell events
in your area and locate your regional office and
local Cornell Club at www.alumni.cornell.edu. And
of course, thank you for sending in your updates
for our column. Please keep ’em coming. Just shoot
an e-mail to your class correspondents: Mari-
anna Gomez, marionnagomez@yahoo.com; and
Dana Sckolnick at dana.sckolnick@gmail.com.
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heated up the Northeast last winter on their self-
titled tour. The talented young artists have a hand
in all sides of the production, management, and
marketing of their start-up musical empire and
stay true to their Ivy League roots, performing at
Cornell and Yale in addition to venues through-
out Connecticut. You can hear some of True 2
Life’s latest tracks at: www.myspace.com/true2
lifemusic; and look for them in the upcoming fea-
ture film, Notorious, based on the life of the late
rapper Biggie Smalls.

After graduation Sean Mendy returned to his
hometown in Northern California, where he has
been directing an enrichment program at the Cen-
ter for a New Generation in East Palo Alto, CA. The
program consists of academic and extracurricular
activities for 180 K-8th graders from economical-
ly disadvantaged communities. A main focus of
the program is to prepare 7th and 8th graders for
the transition to high school, as the current high
school graduation rate in the school district is 38
percent. Sean has also teamed up with several
other Ivy League graduates to develop GetCon-
nects, a professional networking service that con-
nects talented minority college students with
employers. Check out Sean and his business part-
ners’ site at: www.getconnects.com.

Congratulations to many of our classmates
who are coming down the final stretch of law
school and will be graduating this spring. Jon-
athan Grossberg will add a second Cornell degree
to his collection, Lauren Edgerton is wrapping up
her law studies at Brooklyn College, Sarah Fisch-
er graduates from UC-Davis, and John Musacchio
completes his Esquire credential from Albany Law
School. We wish you all lots of luck in your last
semesters and in preparation for the Bar exams.

The long hours in Olin Hall’s Chemical Engi-
neering lab have paid off for Brian Ranade of
Cincinnati, OH. He now works as a product devel-
opment engineer in Procter & Gamble’s Beauty
Care-Shampoo Division. The next time you find
yourself scanning the shampoo aisle searching for
the miracle product to give you the hair you’ve al-
ways dreamed of, try one of Procter & Gamble’s!
When Brian isn’t creating great hair products he
enjoys cycling, volleyball, and traveling. Keep the
news coming to: Jennifer Miel, miel.jennifer@
gmail.com; and Michelle Wong, michelle.r.wong@
gmail.com.

c

06 Jordan Terner, BA ’05, is fin-
ishing up year two as a med
student in NYC at Mt. Sinai.

Also attending medical school in NYC is Comron
Saifi at Columbia, who expects to graduate in
2010. Marisa Mendel spent an intense year after
graduation getting her master’s in physiology and
biophysics. Though she loved D.C., she is happy
to be back in Central New York and is finishing her
first year as a medical student at SUNY Upstate
Medical U., Class of 2011. Jeff Gnerre is in Phila-
delphia, PA, currently enrolled in the Interde-
partmental Medical Science Graduate program at
Drexel U. Jeff will be retaking the MCATs this
summer and applying to medical school.

Upon graduation, Ellen Davies moved to Chi-
chicastenango, Guatemala, for a year. She worked
with missionaries there translating and teaching
English. During that time, she was also accepted
into the master’s program in TESOL at Boston U.,
which she is just finishing up. Another busy per-
son in our class is L’Oreal’s project engineer Elie
Track, who maintains the processing equipment

and makes sure they perform at their highest
level. Elie has also finished seven out of ten
courses toward his master’s at Rutgers and is also
involved in an independent study surveying the
quality of service of the Rutgers library.

Although Greg Meyer’s life since graduation
has been “full of triumphs, trials, losses, and
glories . . . some sad, some happy,” he headed
back up to Cornell last winter semester to con-
tinue on to his master’s in ILR. Another class-
mate, Judy Salnave, is also finishing up her mas-
ter’s in ILR at Cornell and did a semester abroad
at Parisian business school ESCP-EAP. As of June,
Judy will be starting a new job with Honeywell
in Morristown, NJ.

In Cambridge, MA, Julie Ruderman, BS ’05,
is a 1L at Harvard Law School and has taken a job
with Sidley Austin in Chicago for the summer and
also has hopes of traveling to South America in
August. Ariel Rabkin, ME ’07, is currently pursu-
ing a PhD in computer science at UC Berkeley.
Also at UC Berkeley’s School of Law, Class of
2009, Adinna Augur, BA ’05, is the executive edi-
tor of the Berkeley Business Law Journal. Adinna
will be spending her summer at the Boston, MA,
law firm of Ropes & Gray working on corporate
and intellectual property law issues.

At Temple U., Teressa Chen is continuing with
her master’s degree in counseling psychology. Erica
Hartwell is living in Keene, NH, and getting her
master’s in marriage and family therapy at Antioch
New England Graduate School. Finishing up his sec-
ond year of teaching with Teach for America in Los
Angeles, Andrew McEachin will be attending USC
next fall for his PhD in urban education policy. Jes-
sica Schnell is a PhD candidate in ecology and evo-
lution at Rutgers U., Newark, with a dissertation
thesis on analyzing tropical forest bird ranges using
satellite imagery to evaluate the threatened status
of endemic bird species. Zachary Burns is pursuing
a PhD in managerial and organizational behavior
at the U. of Chicago Graduate School of Business.

Ashleigh Andrews and fiancé James Rich
’05 (who met at a Cornell hockey game in 2004)
currently reside in Sarasota, FL, and are involved
with the local Cornell Club. And Sarah Colby
would like to give a quick “hi!” to her fellow Ris-
ley dorm and Comm major alumni, “and to all the
Animal Science undergrads I knew that are now
applying to vet school—good luck!” Feel free to
write your class correspondents and update the
class on what you’ve been consumed with! 
Nicole DeGrace, ngd4@cornell.edu; Katie Di-
Cicco, kad46@cornell.edu.

c

07 One year ago, we members of
the Class of 2007 left Cornell’s
campus as undergraduates and

began to open up new chapters in our lives. For
those of us who feel a little nostalgic this time of
year, I recommend taking a listen to a class
favorite: “Da Alma Mada” by Pants Velour (see the
lyrics and download the song via Cornell Chronicle
Online at http://www.news.cornell.edu/stories/
May07/da.alma.mada.spr.html). The band dissolved
during senior year, but bandmates Josh Raff, Nel-
lie Thompson, Sam Coe, and Eli Northrup have
continued to stay in touch since graduation and
still get together for the occasional jam session.
Josh lives in New York City and works at Ruben-
stein Associates, a public relations firm, and is an
assistant on the Tribeca Film Festival account. Last
fall, Nellie was in Buenos Aires working for a non-
profit that supports women’s legal rights. She is
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Ministry. She plans to get a full-time job for a few
years while she figures out her next big life move.
She loves that “at Cornell you can see such
extremes as bustling Collegetown and pig barns
in one 45-minute jog. There is something for lit-
erally everyone!”

VPs of Participation: Nessia Sloane (A&S) is a
double major in History and American Studies from
New York, NY. At Cornell, she founded the Cornell
Urban Mentorship Initiative and is the marketing
manager of the Cornell Daily Sun and a co-director
of the Roosevelt Institution. She also serves as a
student representative of the Arts and Sciences
Educational Policy Committee and is a member of
the Arts and Sciences Ambassador Executive Board.
Nessia hopes to attend law school next year. She
believes that Cornell “is its own ideal city. When
will one ever again be in a contained environ-
ment filled with more than 20,000 18- to 28-
year-old, energetic, determined, and intellectual
individuals?” We couldn’t agree more! Andrea
Vidler, BS ILR ’07, is from New City, NY. In addi-
tion to being an international representative for
the anti-tobacco TRUTH Campaign, on campus she
is president of the Delta Sigma Pi professional busi-
ness fraternity and co-director of the Cornell Con-
sulting Group, and has been involved in the Trans-
lator Interpreter Program, Rotaract, and Alpha Phi
Omega service fraternity. After graduation she plans
to work in management consulting and then apply

to business school after a few years. With her MBA,
Andrea would like to be an MBA Corps volunteer
and hopes to have an opportunity to work abroad,
with the long-term goal of becoming an entrepre-
neur or running a nonprofit. She states that her
favorite aspect of Cornell “has been the opportu-
nity to live and learn in a flexible environment.”

VPs of Publicity: Jason Beekman (A&S) is a
double major in Government and History hailing
from North Potomac, MD. His on-campus involve-
ments include musical director of Anything Goes
Musical Theatre Troupe, president of Mortar Board
Senior Honor Society, Class Council Senior Week
Co-Chair, VP and facilitator of the CU Gay-Straight
Alliance, research assistant for Government Prof.
Mary Katzenstein, and student vocal instructor in
the Cornell Music department. Following gradua-
tion, he plans on attending law school and pur-
suing a career in international human rights law.
Looking back on his time at Cornell, he has real-
ized that “every student has the power to make
the most of Cornell.” Lisa Zhang (Hotel), from
Williamsville, NY, stays busy on campus as chair
and student advisor of Welcome Weekend and a
co-chair of Senior-Junior Women Alumnae Net-
working Dinners. Upon graduating, she is seeking
a career that incorporates her “love for hospital-
ity, exceptional service, writing, and philanthropy,”
perhaps in publishing or beauty marketing.

Send us your news! We look forward to hear-
ing from you! Libby Boymel, lkb24@cornell.
edu; and Elana Beale, erb26@cornell.edu.

c

08 This column introduces the sec-
ond half of the newest Alumni
Class Council, who will work to-

gether on the Senior Class Campaign, as well as
on our 5th Reunion in 2013. We met the rest of
the fabulous officers in the March/April issue.
Congratulations again to all the class officers on
your new positions! As your class correspondents,
we encourage you to stay in touch by passing
along your experiences and future news to us.
Keep your classmates informed about your lives!

Treasurer: Asena Haznedar (A&S) of Houston,
TX, will graduate with a major in Economics and
a concentration in Modern European Politics. Her
extracurriculars at Cornell include the executive
board of the Arts & Sciences Ambassadors, Empa-
thy Assistance and Referral Services (EARS), and
racquetball. After graduating, she plans to work
in Manhattan for a few years before returning to
business school. Secretary: Shirley Cueva (A&S)
of Jamaica, NY, majors in Psychology. She is
heavily involved on campus in various organiza-
tions like the Cornell Ambassadors, CU IMAGE, Psi
Chi Honor Society, Order of Omega, and Latinas
Promoviendo Comunidad/Lambda Pi Chi Sorority
Inc., and is also a research assistant in the social
psychology lab. She hopes to get into a psychol-
ogy master’s program and then go to medical
school in the future. Shirley’s favorite thing about
Cornell is the chimes concerts.

Webmaster: Justin Anderson (A&S) is a native
of Toms River, NJ, and is majoring in Computer Sci-
ence. His Cornell extracurricular activities include
the Akwe:kon computer lab and serving as sec-
tionals chair of the Alpha Phi Omega service fra-
ternity, head house manager of Cornell Cinema,
and webmaster of the Senior Class Council. He will
be pursuing a Master of Engineering in Computer
Science next year; afterwards, he hopes to join
Teach for America before entering the work force
in the field of computer technology. Justin has
enjoyed taking advantage of “the opportunity to
meet and interact with people from all different
walks of life” during his time at Cornell, and says
he has gained “new and different perspectives for
thinking and living.”

VPs of Events: Ebony Scott (HE) is a Design
and Environmental Analysis major from sunny Fort
Lauderdale, FL. At Cornell, Ebony is involved in
Cornell Conference Services, Class Councils, and
Rotaract. After graduation, she foresees a future
in event planning. Ebony’s favorite thing about
the Class of 2008 is “how close we are and the
good friendships we have all made.” Margaret
Sheehe (CALS), of Bloomsburg, PA, is an Inter-
disciplinary Studies major with concentrations in
Nutrition and AEM. She stays busy on campus as
a marketing student coordinator for the Cornell
Fitness Centers, president of Anything Goes Musi-
cal Theatre Troupe, and productions manager of
Big Red Relief. She is also involved in the Senior
Week Committee and the Cornell Catholic Music

‘At Cornell you can see such extremes
as bustling Collegetown and 
pig barns in one 45-minute jog.’Margaret Sheehe ’08
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’28 BCE—Clifton H. Ewing of Boulder, CO, Sep-
tember 15, 2007; associate dean, School of Engi-
neering, Western New England College; engineer,
Westinghouse and Turner Construction; high
school math teacher.

’32 BA, MS ’33—Harold B. MacPhillamy of
Bradenton, FL, formerly of New York City, Octo-
ber 18, 2007; retired director of research ad-
ministration, Ciba-Geigy Corp.; veteran; active
in community and professional affairs. Alpha
Tau Omega.

’32 BA—Mildred Currier Skinner of Sea Cliff, NY,
March 23, 2006; librarian; active in community
and religious affairs.

’33 BA—Leona Elwell Califano of Schenectady,
NY, formerly of Amsterdam, NY, June 17, 2006;
elementary school teacher; active in professional
and religious affairs.

’33—Constantine Eberhard of Largo, FL, Novem-
ber 19, 2006; retired engineer, Abbot Labs;
active in religious affairs.

’33 MA—Erna L. Gramse of Cummaquid, MA,
May 24, 2007; taught at Wheaton College; active
in professional affairs.

’33 BA—Rev. Henry E. Horn of Cambridge, MA,
January 29, 2007; Lutheran pastor; former pres-
ident, Marion College; theologian; taught at
Philadephia Seminary, Luther Northwestern
Seminary, and Bryn Mawr College; active in
civic, community, professional, religious, and
alumni affairs. Pi Kappa Alpha. Wife, Catherine
(Stainken) ’36.

’33 MA—Elsie Phillips Myers Stainton (Mrs. Wal-
ter H. ’19, PhD ’27) of Kensington, MD, August
31, 2007; retired managing editor, Cornell U.
Press; author of The Fine Art of Copyediting and
other books; active in professional affairs.

’34 BS Ag—Robert A. Boehlecke of St. Louis,
MO, formerly of Horseheads, NY, October 19,
2007; associate director of university develop-
ment, Cornell U.; retired agricultural extension
agent; veteran; active in alumni affairs.

’34, BCE ’35—Eddie K. G. Borjesson of College
Park, MD, August 29, 2007; civil engineer; vet-
eran; active in alumni affairs. Kappa Delta Rho.

’34 BA—Maurice M. Fleischl of Ashland, OR,
August 7, 2007; scholar; poet; veteran. Phi
Sigma Delta.

’34 BA—Alice Goulding Herrmann of West Hart-
ford, CT, September 24, 2007.

’34 BEE—Edward J. McCabe Jr. of Delray Beach,
FL, September 30, 2007; CEO, Grolier Inc.; active
in community, religious, and alumni affairs.

’34 DVM—Willis F. Witter of Richmond, VA,
October 5, 2007; veterinarian.

’35 BA—Irving S. Behr of New York City, Sep-
tember 11, 2007; retired surgeon; active in
alumni affairs.

’35 MD—A. Gerard De Voe of Gladwyne, PA,
September 19, 2007; ophthalmologist; chairman,
Harkness Eye Inst. and Dept. of Ophthalmology,
Columbia U.; corneal and cataract surgeon; active
in professional affairs.

’35 BEE—Frederick G. Miller of North Chatham,
MA, October 13, 2007; retired, Honeywell Corp.;
active in alumni affairs. Phi Delta Theta.

’35 BCE—Frank Wolfsheimer of Washington, DC,
June 30, 2007; civil engineer; veteran; active in
alumni affairs.

’36 BS HE—Carolyn Drucker Goodman of New
York City, August 17, 2007; assistant clinical pro-
fessor emeritus of psychiatry, Albert Einstein Col-
lege of Medicine; civil rights activist; mother of
slain civil rights worker Andrew Goodman; author;
active in civic, community, and professional
affairs. Alpha Epsilon Phi.

’36 BS HE, MS HE ’39—Catherine Stainken Horn
(Mrs. Henry E. ’33) of Cambridge, MA, May 13,
2007; active in religious and alumni affairs.

’36 BS Ag—James B. McArdle Sr. of Greenwich,
CT, July 25, 2007; former owner and retired chair-
man, McArdle Corp.; horticulturist; active in civic,
community, professional, and alumni affairs. Phi
Kappa Tau.

’36 BA—Josephine Biddle McMeen of Hunting-
don, PA, September 15, 2007; president, Joseph
F. Biddle Publishing Co. and Huntingdon Broad-
casters; radio interviewer; journalist; active in
civic, community, professional, religious, and
alumni affairs. Kappa Alpha Theta.

’36 BA—Robert A. Saunders of Springfield, IL,
formerly of Jacksonville, IL, August 20, 2007;
fundraiser and development officer, Maine Med-
ical Center, American Cancer Society, MacMurray
College, and Cornell U.; active in civic, commu-
nity, religious, and alumni affairs.

’37—Charles R. Beltz of Grosse Pointe, MI, Jan-
uary 1, 2007.

’37 BA—Irene Miller Bernstein of Harrisburg,
PA, March 17, 2005.

’37 BME—Edward H. R. Blitzer of New York City,
September 4, 2007; retired chairman, Lightolier;
active in alumni affairs. Pi Lambda Phi.

’37 BA—Melville Shavelson of Studio City, CA,
August 8, 2007; movie and television writer, direc-
tor, and producer; wrote 35 screenplays; directed
18 films; president, Writers Guild of America West;
author; taught at U. of Southern California; active
in community, professional, and alumni affairs.

’37 BA—Beatrice Moore Stump of Newtown, PA,

September 6, 2007; operated an antique business;
active in civic, community, and alumni affairs.
Delta Gamma.

’38 BS Ag—Ray E. Deuel Jr. of Geneva, NY, Sep-
tember 16, 2007; pediatrician; volunteer physi-
cian for Geneva City School District. Alpha Zeta.

’38, BA ’39—Harry C. House of Cincinnati, OH,
September 13, 2007; mechanical design engineer;
owner, Woodcraft Manufacturing Co.; veteran;
active in community affairs. Beta Theta Pi.

’38—Helen Harris Kronman of Palm Beach, FL,
July 30, 2007; retired art dealer; active in reli-
gious affairs. Sigma Delta Tau.

’38 BS Ag—Rodney L. Maxwell of Boerne, TX,
formerly of Ithaca, NY, January 20, 2007; retired
agricultural engineer.

’38 BS HE—Julie Robb Newman (Mrs. Paul E., PhD
’37) of Indianapolis, IN, August 11, 2007; active in
community and alumni affairs. Kappa Alpha Theta.

’38, BS HE ’40—Elizabeth Scofield Nielsen of
Salem, OR, May 26, 2006.

’38 BS Ag—Russell S. Oaks of Ithaca, NY, Octo-
ber 30, 2007; retired credit manager, petroleum
division, Agway; active in community affairs.

’38 BME—F. Perry Reynolds of Newtown Square,
PA, August 30, 2007; sales representative; active
in alumni affairs. Delta Phi.

’38 BME—Hobart V. Roberts Jr. of Elma, NY,
March 11, 2007; retired design engineer; active
in civic and community affairs. Delta Phi.

’38-39 SP Ag—Allison J. Stafford of Norfolk,
VA, August 8, 2007; field director, American Red
Cross; veteran; active in civic, community, and
religious affairs.

’39 MS, PhD ’47—MacLean J. Babcock of New
Brunswick, NJ, August 16, 2007; professor of
biochemistry, Rutgers U.; former instructor,
Northwestern U.; originator, Raritan River Festi-
val; veteran.

’39 BA—Robert G. Brown of Mayfield, NY,
November 26, 2005; retired president, Spray Nine
Corp.; asst. technical director, Mohawk Carpet
Mills; helped develop synthetic rubber in World
War II; active in community, professional, reli-
gious, and alumni affairs.

’39—Francis P. Carozza of Jupiter, FL, April 19,
2007. Wife, Evelyn (Petzold) ’35.

’39 BEE—Nelson W. Edgerton of Boca Raton, FL,
May 2, 2007; electrical engineer. Seal & Serpent.

’39 BA—C. Rex Morgan of Bonita Springs, FL,
January 28, 2007.

’39—Robert T. Reid of Green Valley, AZ, October
21, 2006; architect for Washington, DC, and
Atlanta subway systems, Fermi Accelerator Lab,
and Oak Ridge Tennessee projects; active in pro-
fessional affairs. Acacia.

’39—Jacqueline Hecht White of Pittsburgh, PA,
August 25, 2006. Sigma Delta Tau.

Alumni Deaths
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’40 BME—Charles S. Bowen of Binghamton, NY,
October 7, 2007; retired owner, Concrete Block
Co. Psi Upsilon.

’40 BA—Ruth Howell Davis of Ithaca, NY, Octo-
ber 31, 2007; archeologist; Peace Corps volunteer;
active in civic, community, religious, and alumni
affairs. Kappa Kappa Gamma.

’40 BS Ag—John C. Dwyer of Manlius, NY, June
16, 2007.

’40—Charles C. Maynard of Beverly Hills, MI,
April 13, 2007; worked for Detroit Diesel. Kappa
Delta Rho.

’40 BS Ag—Sylvania Furey Miller of Freeville,
NY, October 7, 2007; nurse and night supervisor,
Tompkins County Hospital; also worked for Aram-
co; active in professional and religious affairs.

’40, BS Ag ’42—Harold B. Spofford of Amesbury,
MA, July 16, 2007; traveling salesman. Acacia.

’40 BS HE—Amelia O’Brien Swanwick of Roa-
noke, VA, August 26, 2007; secular Franciscan;
active in civic, community, and religious affairs.
Chi Omega.

’41 PhD—Louis J. Edgerton of Ithaca, NY, July
26, 2007; professor emeritus and chairman,
Dept. of Pomology, Cornell U.; author; active in
community, professional, religious, and alumni
affairs.

’41 PhD—Stewart M. Johnson of Storrs, CT,
October 18, 2007; professor of agricultural eco-
nomics, U. of Connecticut; also taught at U. of
Wisconsin, U. of Vermont, and Cornell U.; active
in professional affairs.

’41—Marcia Doris Kartzman of Scottsdale, AZ,
October 19, 2007.

’41 MA—Senatro D. LaBella of Utica, NY, March
5, 2007; director, secondary education, Utica
school district; English teacher; asst. principal;
helped to develop Italian-American studies at
Utica College; active in civic, community, profes-
sional, and religious affairs.

’41 LLB—Robert D. W. Landon of Naples, FL,
formerly of Vestal, NY, October 26, 2007; chief
legal counsel, IBM; active in civic, community,
and professional affairs.

’41 MA—Henry S. Leff of San Francisco, CA,
August 12, 2007; professor of broadcasting, City
College of San Francisco; actor in TV, films, and
radio; veteran; active in professional affairs.

’41 BME—Jean P. Leinroth Jr. of Wilton, CT,
July 19, 2007; engineer;  former professor, Cor-
nell U.; visiting professor, MIT; consultant; vet-
eran; active in professional and religious affairs.
Chi Psi.

’41-42 SP Ag—Edward Mason of Rock Hill, NY,
January 1, 2006; pioneer in manufactured hous-
ing industry.

’41 BS Ag—Ann Wallace McKendry of Lacey, WA,
September 25, 2007; active in alumni affairs.

’41 BA—Josephine E. Powell of Istanbul,

Turkey, January 19, 2007; expert on Turkish kil-
ims; helped to establish the DOBAG Project, Turk-
ish women’s carpet-making cooperative; ethnog-
rapher of nomadic life; photographer; social
worker, Int’l Refugee Organization; worked with
displaced peoples; active in professional affairs.

’41 BS HE—Jeanne Perkins Quinn of Talla-
hassee, FL, July 12, 2007; teacher; painter;
photographer.

’42 BA—John J. Barnhardt Jr. of Charlotte, NC,
July 19, 2007; retired marketing manager and
research chemist, DuPont; veteran; active in com-
munity and religious affairs. Kappa Sigma.

’42 BA—Charles C. Dugan of West Palm Beach,
FL, July 22, 2007; retired dermatologist and aller-
gist; veteran. Sigma Alpha Epsilon.

’42, B Chem E ’43—Robert T. Edmunds of Nor-
wich, CT, April 21, 2007; active in alumni affairs.
Beta Theta Pi.

’42 BA, PhD ’48—Robert L. Ehrenfeld of New
York City, October 6, 2007; president, Halocarbon
Products Corp.; chemist, Manhattan Project;
active in alumni affairs.

’42 BA—Morris J. Feil of Boynton Beach, FL,
formerly of Westbury, NY, October 6, 2007; VP for
a paper converter; veteran; active in community
affairs. Phi Sigma Delta.

’42 BS Ag—Robert C. Forsythe of Vernon Cen-
ter, NY, July 27, 2007; retired manager, Metro-
politan Milk Producers Bargaining Agency; town
and village justice; extension agent; high school
teacher; salesman, Triad Tractor and Equipment;
active in civic, community, professional, and reli-
gious affairs.

’42 BME—Richard A. Graham of Royal Oak, MD,
September 24, 2007; equal rights leader; helped
to found the Nat’l Organization for Women; direc-
tor, Center for Moral Development, Harvard U.;
asst. secretary, Council for Research in Values and
Philosophy; president, Goddard College; original
member, Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission; first director, Nat’l Teacher Corps; deputy
asst. to Sargent Shiver, Peace Corps; veteran;
active in civic, community, and professional
affairs. Psi Upsilon.

’42 BA—Frederick W. Jaqua of Ft. Lauderdale,
FL, July 19, 2007; retired attorney. Sigma Al-
pha Epsilon.

’42 PhD—Robert R. Luckey of Houghton, NY,
October 25, 2007; college administrator, Houghton
College; active in community affairs.

’42 MD—Thomas E. Mosher of Ithaca, NY, July
26, 2007; pediatrician; emergency room physi-
cian, Tompkins County Hospital; medical director,
Oak Hill Manor and Ithacare; veteran; active in
community, professional, and religious affairs.

’42, DVM ’43—Andre Moul Ross (Mrs. Donald G.
’41) of Stone Ridge, NY, July 12, 2006; veterinar-
ian; playwright; poet; columnist; active in com-
munity affairs.

’42 BA, PhD ’57—Edward C. Sampson of East-
hampton, MA, August 4, 2007; professor of

American and English literature, SUNY Oneonta;
also taught at Clarkson College of Technology and
U. of Punjab; veteran; author; active in civic and
community affairs.

’42 PhD—Patricia Cain Smith of Bowling Green,
OH, October 28, 2007; consultant in industrial
psychology, Smith McCreery; taught at Cornell U.

’43 DVM—Milford E. Becker of Altamont, NY,
August 4, 2007; veterinarian; veteran; active in
civic, community, and religious affairs. Alpha Zeta.

’43, BArch ’46, MRP ’48—Richard L. Brown of
Denver, CO, July 5, 2007; urban planner; princi-
pal planner, Colorado State Division of Planning;
veteran.

’43 DVM—Erwin A. Conklin of Gouverneur, NY,
August 6, 2007; USDA animal and plant health
inspector; veterinarian; veteran; active in com-
munity and professional affairs. Alpha Psi.

’43—Edward H. Cumpston of Naples, FL, August
29, 2007; inventor, paper pulp refining industry;
veteran. Delta Upsilon.

’43—Karl M. Droge of Rutland, VT, August 20,
2007; owner, Karl Droge Ice Cream; veteran;
active in community and religious affairs.

’43 BA—Harold L. Herman of Philadelphia, PA,
September 5, 2007. Alpha Epsilon Pi.

’43 BA—Sallie Atlas Hewett (Mrs. Robert W. ’42)
of White Plains, NY, September 2, 2007; fifth grade
teacher; author. Alpha Epsilon Phi.

’43 DVM—John J. Huckle of Earlysville, VA, April
18, 2006; veterinarian. Wife, Jacquelyn (Norris) ’44.

’43, BS Hotel ’46—Donald E. Kastner of Dorset,
VT, September 14, 2007; restaurateur; owner,
Christopher Ryder House; theatrical producer;
veteran; active in professional and alumni affairs.
Chi Psi.

’43—Morris Kross of Ellenville, NY, June 29,
2006; owner, Kross Farms; active in civic and
community affairs. 

’43, BS Ag ’45—Mitchell Kurman of Seattle, WA,
formerly of Westport, CT, October 1, 2007; lobby-
ist for summer camp safety; furniture salesman;
veteran; active in civic and community affairs.
Wife, Betty (Reiner) ’45.

’43 DVM—Lionel W. Lindsey of Ft. Myers
Beach, FL, September 13, 2007. Wife, Helen
(Patterson) ’43.

’43—Thomas S. McEwan Jr. of Potomac, MD,
August 14, 2007; engineer; active in alumni
affairs. Delta Chi.

’43 BME—William H. Morewood of Langhorne,
PA, August 6, 2007. Pi Kappa Alpha.

’43—Richard S. Ober of Palo Alto, CA, Decem-
ber 25, 2005. Phi Sigma Kappa.

’43 BS Ag—Robert M. Osmun of La Plume, PA,
February 4, 2007.

’43, BME ’48—Waldemar Pabo of Hilton, NY,
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July 13, 2007; retired supervisor, Kodak. Wife,
Shirley (Ogren) ’48.

’43 BS Ag—Helen Cookingham Turner of Circle
Pines, MN, April 30, 2007; retired librarian.

’43 BS HE—Eloise Clor Turrel of Overland Park,
KS, August 4, 2007; operated Turrel’s Tree Farm;
worked in home economics extension; active in
civic, community, religious, and alumni affairs.
Husband, John D. Turrel Jr. ’43.

’44 DVM—Edwin P. Clement of Newark Valley,
NY, September 26, 2007; retired veterinarian;
veteran; active in civic, community, and religious
affairs. Alpha Psi.

’44—Robert J. Clines of Ithaca, NY, September
1, 2007; retired salesman; veteran; active in
community, religious, and alumni affairs.

’44, BS Ag ’54—Gerald Estelle of Cortland, NY,
September 9, 2007; retired research station man-
ager, Cornell U.; veteran; active in civic, commu-
nity, and religious affairs.

’44, BA ’47, MA ’50—William E. Felver Jr. of
Isle of Bute, Scotland, February 3, 2007; organ-
ist; choirmaster; active in alumni affairs.

’44—Jeanne Minier George of Baton Rouge, LA,
October 11, 2007; active in community and reli-
gious affairs. Alpha Omicron Pi.

’44—Richard C. Grabow of Roslyn, NY, October
2, 2007; retired attorney; active in community
and alumni affairs. Wife, Nancy (Eisenberg) ’55.

’44, DVM ’45—William J. Haifleigh of Valley
Falls, NY, September 6, 2007; veterinarian; vet-
eran; active in community affairs.

’44, BA ’46—Joseph Hofheimer of Scarsdale,
NY, September 10, 2007; president and owner,
Richard Bauer and Co.; veteran; active in civic,
community, professional, religious, and alumni
affairs. Beta Sigma Rho.

’44 BA, MD ’47—Marvin L. Huyck of Walton,
NY, August 18, 2007; cardiologist and primary
care physician; veteran; medical advisor, Delaware
County Visiting Nurses; public health officer;
active in civic, community, professional, religious,
and alumni affairs.

’44, BA ’47—Richard E. Lindemann of Chicago,
IL, September 4, 2006. Sigma Alpha Epsilon.

’44 MS—Frederic C. Merriam of Peabody, MA,
November 11, 2006; senior organic chemistry
researcher, United Shoe Machinery; active in civic
and community affairs.

’44—Wilfred L. Raynor Jr. of Warwick, NY, May
29, 2007; owner, Raynor Market; part-owner,
Raynor Realty; veteran; musician; active in com-
munity affairs. Kappa Sigma.

’44 BME—Frederic P. Schwieg Jr. of Ormond
Beach, FL, May 29, 2007; retired mechanical
engineer.

’44—Mildred Austin Silliman of Sidney, NY,
April 6, 2007; sales representative; active in
community affairs.

’44 BA—Jesse G. Silverman Jr. of Roslyn
Heights, NY, August 31, 2007; attorney; active in
alumni affairs. Phi Sigma Delta.

’45, BA ’47—Robert N. Adair Jr. of Calgary,
Alberta, Canada, July 14, 2007; president, Zorayda
Oil Co. Ltd.; active in alumni affairs. Beta Theta Pi.

’45, BEE ’44—Prentice Cushing Jr. of Virginia
Beach, VA, September 29, 2007; president, G. K.
Heller Corp.; consultant, electrical eng’g forensics;
worked with the Fire Dept. of NYC; former class
correspondent; veteran; active in civic, community,
professional, and alumni affairs. Beta Theta Pi.

’45 LLB—Harry Hazelwood Jr. of Newark, NJ,
September 20, 2007; retired Superior Court
judge; attorney; assistant prosecutor, Essex Coun-
ty, NJ; former president, Newark NAACP; active
in civic, community, professional, religious, and
alumni affairs.

’45 B Chem E—Dixon B. Hoyle of Gainesville, VA,
October 18, 2007; nuclear energy specialist, Atomic
Energy Commission; director, Office of Nuclear
Export and Import Control, US State Dept.; direc-
tor, int’l nuclear energy affairs, Westinghouse; vet-
eran; active in professional and religious affairs.

’45, BS Ag ’46—George G. Judd of Waterville,
OH, September 2, 2007; chemist, Martin Marietta,
Woodville Lime and Chemical, and Ohio Lime Co.;
veteran. Seal & Serpent.

’45 BA—Joan L. Kainen (Mrs. Seymour A. ’42)
of New York City, October 24, 2007. 

’45—Jacob Lawrence of Lincoln, MA, May 16,
2007; veterinarian; active in civic and commu-
nity affairs.

’45 PhD—William F. Mai of Ithaca, NY, August
15, 2007; professor of plant pathology, Cornell U.;
author; active in community, professional, and
alumni affairs.

’45 MEE, PhD ’56—Raj P. Misra of West Caldwell,
NJ, August 4, 2007; professor emeritus, New Jer-
sey Inst. of Technology; author; active in civic,
community, professional, and religious affairs.

’45, BA ’47—Egon Neuberger of New York City,
October 13, 2007; professor emeritus of eco-
nomics, SUNY Stony Brook; economist, RAND
Corp.; veteran.

’45 BA—Norma Hajek Nichols of Prairie Village,
KS, February 27, 2007; director, Special Education
Gifted program, Emporia State U.; former profes-
sor, U. of Iowa and the Medical College of Virginia;
active in community and professional affairs.

’45, BS Ag ’50—Michael Phillips Jr. of Skaneate-
les, NY, July 6, 2007; worked for Marsellus Cas-
ket Co.

’45, BA ’44—Jean Van Graafeiland Schading of
Boone, NC, July 20, 2007. Alpha Omicron Pi.

’45, BA ’47—Albert Siegel of Troy, MI, August
3, 2007; professor emeritus, Wayne State U.; rasp-
berry farmer; accountant. Wife, Betty (Knack) ’46.

’45—Grace Smith St. Onge of Enfield, CT, June
5, 2006; school teacher; artist; environmentalist;

active in community affairs.

’46 BS HE—Mildred Marks Barr of Ft. Myers, FL,
September 27, 2007; Head Start teacher. Alpha
Epsilon Phi.

’46 BA—Mary McCullough Brayer of Rochester,
NY, August 29, 2007. Delta Gamma.

’46 JD—Rae A. Clark of Rochester, NY, July 29,
2007; attorney; active in community affairs.

’46 BME—Warren B. Dean of Lusby, MD, Septem-
ber 9, 2007; stockbroker; electrical engineer, Gen-
eral Electric; veteran; active in religious affairs.

’46, BS HE ’45—Emily Briggs Hendrickson (Mrs.
John C. ’45) of Valley Stream, NY, February 26,
2007; active in community and alumni affairs.
Delta Delta Delta.

’46-47 GR—Eli Jamgochian of Windsor, NY, May
14, 2007; insurance salesman; veteran; active in
community affairs.

’46, BS HE ’45—Dorothy Kent Kern of Deerfield,
IL, August 20, 2007; chemist, Lever Brothers;
Gold Life Master in duplicate bridge. Kappa Delta.

’46 BA—Betty Knack Siegel (Mrs. Albert ’45) of
Troy, MI, October 23, 2007; school psychologist;
active in community affairs.

’46—Donald F. Sullivan of Fairfax, VA, August
29, 2007; executive director, Washington office
of the Nat’l Conference of Christians and Jews;
created Urban Partnerships; veteran; worked for
the CIA and the US Information Agency; active
in civic, community, and professional affairs.

’47 BA—John E. Bratten of Ft. Worth, TX, June
14, 2007; general manager, Cummins Lighting
Center; veteran; active in civic, community, reli-
gious, and alumni affairs. Phi Gamma Delta.

’47 MCE—Jackson L. Durkee of Bethlehem, PA,
June 14, 2007; chief bridge engineer, Bethlehem
Steel; international consultant; taught at Cornell
U.; test engineer, Douglas Aircraft; veteran;
author; active in community, professional, and
religious affairs.

’47 BS Nurs—Ruth L. Keats of Indianapolis, IN,
August 1, 2007.

’47 BME—Seymour B. Rock of Sunnyvale, CA,
December 7, 2006; retired nuclear engineer, Gen-
eral Electric; veteran. 

’47 BS HE—Barbara Hume Steele of Albany, NY,
March 11, 2007; former kindergarten teacher.
Delta Delta Delta.

’47—Richard H. Turrell of Tequesta, FL, August
22, 2007; retired senior VP, Fiduciary Trust Co. Int’l;
veteran; active in civic, community, professional,
religious, and alumni affairs. Phi Delta Theta.

’47 BA—Freda Katz Wein of New York City, Sep-
tember 29, 2007; advertising executive; former
senior VP, Calvillo, Shevack and Partners; active
in community affairs. Alpha Epsilon Phi.

’48 BS ILR—John C. Agathon of Charlotte, NC,
July 10, 2007; retired executive consultant;
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veteran; active in community affairs. Phi Kap-
pa Tau.

’48 BA—Frederick E. Balderston of Berkeley, CA,
October 18, 2007; professor emeritus, UC Berke-
ley, Haas School of Business; California state sav-
ings and loan commissioner; ambulance driver,
American Field Service; author; active in civic,
community, and professional affairs.

’48, BArch ’49—Alberta Cassell-Butler of Wash-
ington, DC, October 24, 2007; retired Naval archi-
tect; active in professional affairs.

’48 BA, LLB ’52—Donald E. Claudy of Greenwich,
CT, September 20, 2007; attorney; senior counsel,
Standard Oil of New Jersey; veteran; active in
civic, community, professional, and alumni affairs. 

’48 JD—Russell E. Denbow of Fayetteville, NY,
September 7, 2007; retired attorney, USF&G; vet-
eran; active in community affairs.

’48 JD—Richard P. Donovan of Essex, CT, October
7, 2007; attorney; senior partner, Sullivan Dono-
van; former asst. US attorney, Southern District of
NY; former staff attorney, SEC; veteran; active in
community, professional, and alumni affairs.

’48 BS Ag—Selma Kaplan Gitterman of Cranford,
NJ, August 9, 2006; career counselor, Keene U.;
biology teacher, Upsala College; counselor, Thomas
Edison College; active in religious affairs.

’48 PhD—Edgar A. Hyer of Salt Lake City, UT,
September 10, 2007; agricultural economist;
professor, Cal Poly U., San Luis Obispo; active
in civic, community, professional, and religious
affairs.

’48 PhD—Hugh C. Kirkpatrick of Mukilteo, WA,
September 20, 2007; superintendent, USDA Fruit
and Nut Experiment Station; pioneer in the iso-
lation of plant viruses; veteran.

’48 BA—Caroline Kramer Neu of Stamford, CT,
August 5, 2007; homemaker; active in community
and alumni affairs. Alpha Omicron Pi.

’48—Arthur F. Rice of Exeter, NH, October 23,
2007; president, Plywood Technology; former VP,
Shepard & Morse Lumber Co.; veteran; active in
religious affairs. Sigma Phi Epsilon.

’48 BS ILR, LLB ’50—Frank E. Rosenfelt of Los
Angeles, CA, August 2, 2007; president and CEO,
MGM; acquired rights to Doctor Zhivago; produced
Network and 2001: A Space Odyssey; helped the
studio expand into hotels and casinos; also
worked at RKO Radio Pictures; veteran; active in
professional affairs.

’48 BME—Porter G. Stevens of Mount Pleasant,
SC, February 26, 2007; engineer.

’48 PhD—Earl L. Stone Jr. of Gainesville, FL,
July 23, 2007; professor of forest soils, Cornell
U.; adjunct professor of forest soils, U. of Florida;
veteran; editor, Forest Science; author; active in
professional and alumni affairs.

’49 BS Ag—Andrew Baran of Palmyra, NY, Octo-
ber 4, 2007; retired from Abram Cleason Co.; vet-
eran; active in civic affairs. Alpha Gamma Rho.
Wife, Evelyn (Cleason) ’48.

’49 MS—Arthur R. Collier of Auburn, NY, Sep-
tember 10, 2007; biology professor, Cayuga Com-
munity College; chemist, NY State Agricultural
Experiment Station; active in community affairs.

’49 BA—George J. Gilkey of Mobile, AL, May
10, 2007.

’49 LLB—John S. Gilman of Rochester, NY, Au-
gust 20, 2007; attorney; veteran; active in pro-
fessional, religious, and alumni affairs.

’49 BA, JD ’51—Joseph B. Goldman of Boynton
Beach, FL, April 12, 2007; former NY State Acting
Commissioner of Housing; retired civil judge; asst.
corporation counsel, City of New York; active in
civic and professional affairs. Phi Sigma Delta.

’49 BA—Richard E. Gryska of Elmira, NY, Novem-
ber 4, 2007; worked for Chemung County Waste
Water; veteran; active in community affairs.

’49 BA—Marilyn Marple Ludeker of Snellville,
GA, May 12, 2007. Kappa Delta.

’49—Sarah Nichols Perkins (Mrs. John M. ’50)
of Rancho Palos Verdes, CA, December 2, 2006.

’49 BA—Philip F. Searle of Naples, FL, June 13,
2007; chairman, SunBanks; former chair and
CEO, Flagship Banks; member, advisory council,
board of governors, Federal Reserve System; vet-
eran; active in community and professional
affairs. Phi Kappa Tau.

’49 BS HE—Elizabeth Weaver Werner of Rantoul,
IL, March 28, 2007; kindergarten teacher; active
in community and religious affairs. Kappa Delta.
Husband, Rodger B. Werner, GR ’45-46.

’49 BA, MA ’50—David H. Williams of Silver
Spring, MD, August 7, 2007; senior analyst, Nat’l
Security Agency; veteran. Pi Kappa Alpha.

’50 BS ILR—Robert J. Ames Jr. of Sebring, FL,
August 29, 2007; retired owner, Ames Chevrolet;
veteran; active in religious affairs.

’50 MS Aero, PhD ’52—Hsien Kei Cheng of Los
Angeles, CA, July 11, 2007; professor emeritus,
U. of Southern California.

’50 BS Ag—William H. Hannell of Albany, NY,
October 13, 2007; florist; veteran; active in reli-
gious affairs.

’50 BA—James R. Kennedy of Richmond, IN,
October 19, 2007; reference librarian, Earlham
College; tennis coach; active in community and
religious affairs. Alpha Delta Phi.

’50 PhD—Duncan MacIntyre of Ithaca, NY, July
24, 2007; professor of labor economics, Cornell
U.; veteran; author; former director, Cornell Daily
Sun; active in civic, community, professional, and
religious affairs.

’50 PhD—Thomas B. Marshall of Chadds Ford,
PA, September 16, 2007; retired research chemist,
DuPont Co.; veteran; active in civic and commu-
nity affairs.

’50 BS Ag—Wallace W. McDougall of Celina,
WI, September 5, 2007; manager of product safe-
ty, AVCO New Idea; consultant; active in civic,

community, professional, and alumni affairs.
Alpha Gamma Rho.

’50 BS Ag—Joseph R. O’Brien Jr. of Tulsa, OK,
October 11, 2007; product mgr., Firestops; veteran.

’50 BS Ag—Albert C. Raymond of Albion, NY,
July 24, 2007; president, Hill-Raymond Insurance
Agency; veteran; active in community affairs.
Alpha Zeta.

’50 BS Ag—Frederick W. Rice of Grand Island,
NY, July 11, 2007; retired district manager, Cen-
tral Petroleum.

’50 BS Ag—Edward L. Terbush of Green Valley,
AZ, September 12, 2007; family physician. 

’50 BArch—Walter B. Van Gelder of San Rafael,
CA, May 12, 2006; architect.

’51 PhD—Arthur E. Adams of Columbus, OH,
August 6, 2007; professor emeritus of history,
associate provost, and dean of humanities, Ohio
State U.; associate director, Radio Free Europe;
professor of history, Michigan State U.; veteran;
author; active in professional affairs.

’51 BS Ag, MS Ag ’53—Walter Barth of San
Antonio, TX, November 2, 2007; developed the
San Antonio Rose; expert on bees; restaurateur;
general manager, A. I. Root Candle Co. and AIRCO
Wine Co.; veteran; author; editor; active in com-
munity and professional affairs.

’51 PhD—Harold R. Cushman of Ithaca, NY,
July 28, 2007; professor emeritus of agricultural
education, Cornell U.; veteran; former professor,
U. of Vermont; founder, agricultural education
dept., U. of the South Pacific; active in profes-
sional affairs.

’51 BS Ag, MS Ag ’55—Frank M. Grasberger of
Annandale, VA, May 22, 2007; attorney; veteran;
active in community affairs.

’51 MEd—Erma Turner Halbert of Sidney, NY,
April 21, 2007; chairperson, science dept., Sid-
ney High School; active in community and reli-
gious affairs.

’51 MS, PhD ’53—Steven C. King of Bainbridge,
GA, October 26, 2007; author; veteran; pilot.
Delta Kappa Epsilon.

’51 BS Ag—Robert H. Moll of Raleigh, NC, Sep-
tember 19, 2007; professor emeritus of genetics
and horticultural science, North Carolina State U.;
veteran.

’51 BA, MBA ’56—Robert J. Moore of Needham,
MA, November 2, 2007; financial executive, IBM
and Xerox; veteran; active in civic, community,
religious, and alumni affairs.

’51 PhD—Roderick A. Mundy of Charlottesville, VA,
August 30, 2007; chemist, Sterling Drug; veteran.

’51 BA, LLB ’54—Dolores Chernow Orey (Mrs.
Steven ’49, PhD ’53) of St. Paul, MN, March 12,
2007; retired judge, Hennepin County; attorney,
Minneapolis Legal Aid; active in civic and com-
munity affairs.

’51 PhD—Everett D. Palmatier of Burlington,
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NC, September 14, 2007; chair and professor,
Dept. of Physics and Astronomy, U. of North Car-
olina, Chapel Hill; vice chancellor, advanced stud-
ies and research; NASA researcher; veteran; active
in professional affairs.

’51 BS Ag—James E. Rice of Fairport, NY,
October 13, 2007; professor emeritus, Rochester
Inst. of Technology; former executive, Eastman
Kodak; veteran; active in alumni affairs. Delta
Upsilon.

’51 BS Hotel—Kenneth Sexton of Leesburg, FL,
November 11, 2006; food service manager, Sam-
bos Restaurant; veteran; active in community and
religious affairs.

’51 BEE—William J. Thayer of Ithaca, NY, July
14, 2007; engineer; active in community and
alumni affairs. Tau Kappa Epsilon. Wife, Marjory
(Lyones) ’51.

’51 BA—Rev. Arthur M. Tingue of Waldoboro,
ME, July 22, 2007; retired marriage counselor;
farmer; active in religious affairs. Watermargin.

’51 MS—Madelon Grimm Wehner of Mahwah,
NJ, formerly of Franklin Lakes, NJ, May 18, 2007;
worked for Ciba-Geigy; active in community, reli-
gious, and alumni affairs.

’52 BS Nurs—Ilene Wohlberg Baumgardner of
Cleveland Heights, OH, July 25, 2006; nurse.

’52 DVM—Peter J. DePuy of Fairport, NY, July
27, 2007; veterinarian; veteran; active in com-
munity affairs. Alpha Psi.

’52 LLB—Herbert M. Diamond of Binghamton,
NY, March 3, 2007; consultant, Salomon Smith
Barney. Wife, Elinor (Behrman) ’50.

’52—William J. Frankfort of Fleetwood, PA, Jan-
uary 26, 2005; electrical engineer, AT&T, Western
Electric, and Bell Labs.

’52 BA—Beatrice Degara Glanz of Riverside, CA,
January 17, 2006.

’52—Charles W. Johnson of Granada Hills, CA,
May 28, 2006; worked for Lockheed; veteran.

’52 BS Ag—Gerald E. Lull of Oneonta, NY, March
30, 2006; dairy farmer; active in civic, commu-
nity, and professional affairs.

’52 MA—Frances Anthony Ramin (Mrs. Richard
M. ’51) of Ithaca, NY, August 17, 2007; board
member, Family & Children’s Services of Ithaca;
former president, Friends of the Library; active in
civic, community, and alumni affairs.

’52, BA ’55—Samuel K. Wait of Chesterfield, MO,
September 6, 2007; president and COO, Vestal
Laboratories; veteran; active in professional and
religious affairs. Alpha Sigma Phi. Wife, Beverly
(MacNamara) ’55.

’53, BEE ’54—George H. Ashley of Weston, MA,
September 9, 2007; electrical engineer; worked
for Mei Technology, Raytheon, and MIT Lincoln
Lab; active in community and religious affairs.
Tau Beta Phi.

’53 LLB—Gordon B. Baldwin of Madison, WI,

October 15, 2006; emeritus professor of law, U.
of Wisconsin, Madison.

’53 BS Ag—Grayson R. Bowers of Taneytown,
MD, October 13, 2007; supervisor, NASDA. Phi
Gamma Delta.

’53 BA—Robert C. Busser of Stuart, FL, July 16,
2007; aeronautical engineer. Pi Kappa Alpha.

’53 BS Ag—Barbara Stewart Chislow of Sanborn,
NY, October 22, 2005.

’53 BA—Harold Fishman of Los Angeles, CA, Au-
gust 7, 2007; broadcast journalist; longtime news
anchor, KTLA-TV; former asst. professor of political
science, Cal State U., Los Angeles; pilot; author;
active in civic, community, and professional affairs.

’53—Edwin R. D. Fox II of Winthrop, ME, May
12, 2006; partner, Dean Witter & Co.; veteran.
Kappa Alpha.

’53—Louis Ingrassia of Middletown, NY, Octo-
ber 6, 2007; co-owner, Ingrassia and LaScala Pro-
duce Farms; active in civic, community, and reli-
gious affairs.

’53, BME ’54—Thomas J. Little Jr. of Lyme, NH,
June 16, 2007; active in alumni affairs. Theta
Delta Chi.

’53 LLB—Harold S. Lynch of Middlebury, CT, Sep-
tember 6, 2007; state management arbitrator,
Labor Relations Div., Connecticut Dept. of Labor;
also worked for Uniroyal Chemical; veteran; active
in civic, community, professional, and religious
affairs. Wife, Barbara (Harrington), MEd ’54.

’53 JD—C. Donald O’Connor of Grand Island, NY,
September 28, 2007; asst. US attorney, Western
District of NY; active in civic, community, and
professional affairs.

’53, BS Ag ’54—Glen B. Ostrander of Myrtle
Beach, SC, October 6, 2007; co-owner, Taylor-
Ostrander Manufacturers’ Representatives; vet-
eran. Phi Sigma Kappa. Wife, Marily (Gall) ’53.

’53—George A. Rolleston of Blue Hill, ME, Feb-
ruary 20, 2007. Kappa Delta Rho.

’53, BArch ’54—James P. Rourke of Chambers-
burg, PA, August 7, 2006; commercial printer. Pi
Kappa Alpha.

’53 DVM—George W. Sumner Jr. of Enosburg
Falls, VT, October 31, 2006; veterinarian; veteran;
active in religious affairs.

’53 BFA—Bailey Walbridge of Branford, CT,
October 3, 2007; manager, life insurance sales
communications, Phoenix Mutual; race car driver;
helped develop the Phoenix sports car; veteran;
active in community affairs. Phi Kappa Psi.

’53 BS Ag, PhD ’57—John W. Wysong of College
Park, MD, April 1, 2006; professor, school of agri-
cultural and resource economics, U. of Maryland;
active in alumni affairs.

’54 PhD—Hamilton Barhydt of Henderson, NV,
August 12, 2007.

’54 MS—Walter A. Bundy of North Greenbush,
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NY, August 30, 2007; civil engineer, NYS Dept.
of Health and NYS Environmental Conservation;
veteran.

’54, BEE ’58, MEE ’60—Robert J. Butwell of Dal-
las, TX, formerly of Palo Alto, CA, March 24, 2007;
founder, Altair; also worked for Varian Assocs.;
veteran; mathematics teacher; real estate devel-
oper; active in community, professional, and reli-
gious affairs.

’54 BA—Michael J. D’Errico of Frankfort, IL,
August 6, 2005.

’54 BS Ag—Herbert H. Hatfield of Newfield, NY,
April 8, 2005; research assistant, Vegetable Crops,
Cornell U.

’54 LLB—Donald K. Iwai of Honolulu, HI, Octo-
ber 21, 2005.

’54 PhD—Marjorie M. Knoll of State College, PA,
September 6, 2007; professor emeritus, Health
and Human Development, Penn State U.; instruc-
tor, Michigan State U.; elementary school teacher;
author; active in professional affairs.

’54—Patricia Wible Kraft of Moorestown, NJ,
August 25, 2007. Chi Omega.

’54 BS ILR—Henry C. La Paro of Jersey City, NJ,
July 20, 2007; consultant.

’54—David H. Olson of Portland, OR, May 21,
2007; investment banker; veteran; active in civic,
community, and professional affairs.

’54 MS Ag—William W. Stopper of Sun City West,
AZ, formerly of Alfred, NY, October 3, 2007; dean,
college of agriculture, Alfred State College; vet-
eran; active in civic and community affairs.

’54—Joyce Guthrie Von Schmid of New Cumber-
land, PA, formerly of Kent, CT, August 17, 2007;
ballet dancer; owner, Kent Ballet School; director
of consumer services, ARC; active in civic and
community affairs. Pi Beta Phi.

’55 MS—G. David Blanpied of Chestertown, MD,
November 4, 2007; professor.

’55 BS Ag—John A. Blaser III of Sarasota, CA,
September 22, 2007; owner, Blaser’s Nurseries;
horticulturist; landscape architect; active in civic,
community, and professional affairs.

’55 LLB—Samuel J. Castellino of Elmira, NY,
October 30, 2005; judge, New York State Supreme
Court; attorney; public defender; veteran; active
in civic, community, and professional affairs.
Wife, Katherine (Lagonegro) ’54.

’55, BME ’57—John H. Culver of Punta Gorda,
FL, September 30, 2007; mechanical engineer;
owner, family metal-finishing business; veteran;
active in community affairs. Delta Tau Delta.

’55 MD—Kemp B. Doersch of Carmichael, CA,
August 24, 2007; surgeon; clinical professor of
general surgery, UC Davis Medical School; chief
of surgery, Sutter Community Hospitals; veteran;
active in civic, community, professional, and reli-
gious affairs.

’55 BS Hotel—Carl E. Fuchs of Trenton, NJ, August

7, 2007; hotelier and restaurant owner; interior
designer; landscaper; veteran; active in community,
professional, and religious affairs. Seal & Serpent.

’55—Lawrence M. Holland of Cary, NC, July 21,
2007; computer programmer; systems analyst;
teacher; veteran; active in community affairs.

’55, BEE ’56—Ronald E. Jorasch of Los Altos
Hills, CA, April 26, 2007; satellite engineer, Ford
Aerospace; founder, Kemco and CrystaComm; vet-
eran; active in community affairs. Phi Kappa Psi.

’55 BA—Marjorie Dretel Loory of Washington, DC,
November 4, 2007; reading specialist; tutor; former
elementary school teacher; active in alumni affairs.

’55 BA—Mary Monforte Myers of Mechanicsburg,
PA, formerly of Sheperdstown and Camp Hill, PA,
October 3, 2007; equal rights activist; active in
civic, community, and religious affairs. Husband,
Robert D. Myers ’54.

’55 BS Ag, MEd ’57—Robert H. Simkin of Poplar
Ridge, NY, October 31, 2007; retired geology
teacher, Cayuga Community College; also taught
high school science; farmer; active in civic, com-
munity, professional, and religious affairs.

’55 PhD—Harold J. Steffen of Venice, FL, for-
merly of East Aurora, NY, October 7, 2007; pro-
fessor and director, communications dept., Buf-
falo State U.; veteran.

’56 BFA—Barbara M. Erdman of Santa Fe, NM,
September 1, 2007; painter; photographer; author;
active in civic and professional affairs.

’56 BA—David R. Holmes of Alexandria, VA,
October 9, 2007; retired lieutenant colonel, US
Army; active in community affairs. Wife, Marian
(Chazeau) ’59.

’56 BS Hotel—Marilyn Thomas Kennedy of Mil-
waukee, WI, August 13, 2007; operated Lyn Ken-
nedy’s Gourmet Shop; active in community and
alumni affairs. Husband, Donald S. Kennedy ’55.

’56 BS ILR—Oscar M. Mackour of Scottsdale,
AZ, formerly of Washington, DC, July 23, 2007;
international economist, US Treasury Dept.; vet-
eran; active in professional affairs. Watermargin.
Wife, Fern (Wurman) ’56.

’56 BS Hotel—William McKinley of Port Ludlow,
WA, July 5, 2007; founder and professor, sales
program, U. of Washington Business School; co-
founder, WMI; also worked at Xerox; active in
civic, community, and professional affairs. Chi Phi.

’56 BS ILR—Richard H. Meltzer of Pawling,
NY, August 24, 2005; former senior VP, Revlon
Cosmetics.

’56 BS HE—Barbara Gross Thomas of Visalia, CA,
July 28, 2007; retired counselor, Bakersfield College.

’56-58 SP Ag—Christian F. Thomsen of Bloom-
ville, NY, July 10, 2007; retired from Electron
Coil; foreman, Norwich Shoe; active in commu-
nity and religious affairs.

’57 BS HE—Louise Meliere Brummer of Van
Nuys, CA, August 11, 2007; artist; photographer;
author; active in artistic affairs.

’57, B Chem E ’58—William D. Forgeng Jr. of
Vancouver, WA, formerly of San Luis Obispo, CA,
July 30, 2007; retired professor, California Poly-
technic State U. Wife, Maureen (Crough) ’57.

’57 PhD—James H. Gibson of Loveland, CO, for-
merly of Fort Collins, CO, October 10, 2007; retired,
Colorado State U.

’57, BArch ’58—Richard A. Gryziec of Mill
Valley, CA, November 29, 2006; architect. Tau
Beta Phi.

’57, BCE ’58—William F. Hardt of Palm Desert,
CA, October 4, 2007; civil engineer; active in
community, religious, and alumni affairs. Alpha
Chi Rho.

’57 DVM—Wesley E. Linquist of Charlestown,
NH, July 9, 2007; veterinarian; veteran; active in
community and religious affairs.

’57—Williams S. Martin III of Washington, DC,
August 23, 2007; retired Army lieutenant colonel;
combat officer; worked on the ballistic missile
defense program; owner, Automation Manage-
ment; active in civic, community, professional,
and religious affairs. Delta Phi.

’57 BA—David A. Newburge of New York City,
August 14, 2007.

’57 BA—Elaine Ryan Phillips of Sarasota, FL,
formerly of Somerset, NJ, August 15, 2007; prac-
tice manager, New Brunswick Cardiology; active
in community affairs. Delta Delta Delta. Husband,
Albert J. Phillips ’57.

’57 MD—E. Thomas Steadman of New York City,
August 1, 2007; retired gynecologist; clinical pro-
fessor of obstetrics and gynecology, New York
Hospital; veteran; active in professional and
alumni affairs.

’57, B Chem E ’58—Douglas C. Yearley of Oster-
ville, MA, October 7, 2007; former chairman and
CEO, Phelps Dodge; active in community, profes-
sional, and alumni affairs. Alpha Delta Phi. Wife,
Anne (Dunbar) ’60.

’58 BS Ag—Donald C. Crosier of Geneva, NY,
March 29, 2007; worked for New York State Agri-
cultural Experiment Station; veteran; worked for
D’Amico Chrysler Plymouth Dodge; active in com-
munity, professional, and religious affairs.

’58, BCE ’60—James J. Harrison Jr. of Baltimore,
MD, September 18, 2007; VP and CFO, McCormick
& Co.; attorney; active in professional and alumni
affairs. Delta Upsilon.

’58 MBA—Kenneth W. Reddin of Williamsburg,
VA, formerly of River Vale, NJ, September 8,
2007; professor emeritus, St. Thomas Aquinas
College; veteran.

’58-59 GR—Peter P. Severson of Belvedere, CA,
January 3, 2006; attorney.

’58 BA—L. William Stevens Jr. of Springboro,
OH, formerly of Battle Creek, MI, April 4, 2007;
retired sales manager; active in community
affairs. Sigma Chi.

’58 MBA—Robert W. Warren of Rochester, NY,
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July 29, 2007; retired US Naval officer; active in
civic and community affairs. Alpha Delta Phi.

’59 BS HE—Janet Voegele Bezila of Rochester, NY,
July 24, 2007; peace and anti-abortion activist;
active in civic, community, and religious affairs.

’59, BA ’61, MBA ’67—Morton B. Hutchins of
Midlothian, VA, August 6, 2007; banker, Chase
Manhattan Bank; veteran; active in community
affairs. Kappa Alpha.

’59 MPA, JD ’60—Allen E. McAllester of Can-
ton, NY, July 4, 2007; attorney; served in the
Antitrust Div., Dept. of Justice; active in com-
munity and professional affairs.

’59, BArch ’60, MArch ’62—Charles F. Rogers
III of Gloucester, MA, August 13, 2007; architect;
partner, Perry Dean Rogers; designer, Wellesley
Science Center; active in community and profes-
sional affairs. Delta Tau Delta.

’60 LLB—Ronald G. Benkert of Anchorage, AK,
June 1, 2005; attorney; represented Alaska
Natives and Alyeska Pipeline Co.; veteran; active
in civic, community, and professional affairs.

’60 MNS, PhD ’63—Ronald A. Butow of Dallas, TX,
August 8, 2007; professor and chair of molecular
biology, UT Southwestern Medical Center; expert on
mitochondrial DNA; active in professional affairs.

’60 BA, MA ’61—Dorothy Eckert Grannis of
South Portland, ME, July 6, 2006; small business
owner; computer programmer, METLAND research
project; high school English teacher; active in
community affairs. Kappa Alpha Theta.

’60, BA ’61—Jay S. Harris of New York City, Sep-
tember 24, 2007; entertainment attorney; Tony
Award-winning producer; host of “One Great Song”
radio show; founder, Weissberger Theater Group;
active in professional affairs. Zeta Beta Tau.

’60 MRP—Kenneth R. Millard of North Salt Lake,
UT, February 20, 2007; architect and city plan-
ner; veteran; active in civic, community, profes-
sional, and religious affairs.

’60—Charles T. Reilly of Barrington, RI, August
14, 2005; president, Charles T. Reilly & Assocs.;
director of risk management, Cookson America;
former chair, Rhode Island Democratic State Com-
mittee; active in civic, community, professional,
and religious affairs. Delta Upsilon.

’61 BA—Lawrence H. Fink of Sarasota, FL,
August 17, 2007; neurosurgeon; medical director,
Doctors Hospital; veteran; asst. chief of neuro-
surgery and director of neurological research and
education, Bethesda Naval Hospital; author;
active in professional affairs.

’61 BS HE—Nancy Wickner Kogan of Bethesda,
MD, April 25, 2007. Alpha Epsilon Phi.

’61-62 GR—Geraldine Clarke Ryan of Drexel
Hill, PA, formerly of Ithaca, NY, July 22, 2007;
English Dept. chair, Ithaca High School; active in
religious affairs.

’62 PhD—John P. Delvaille of Montague, MA,
October 29, 2005; retired physicist, MIT Lincoln
Laboratory.

’62—Miriam Lockspeiser Felton of Edgewater,
FL, September 1, 2006. Alpha Epsilon Phi.

’62 BA—Susan J. Kaufman of Houston, TX, for-
merly of Vienna, VA, October 7, 2007; software
engineer; mathematics teacher.

’62 MD—Gary Korenman of New York City,
September 14, 2007; neurologist; active in reli-
gious affairs.

’62 PhD—Gordon R. Nielsen of Hinesburg, VT,
August 25, 2007; entomologist, U. of Vermont;
active in community and professional affairs.

’62 MST—Lloyd D. Remington of Manhattan, KS,
formerly of Asheville, NC, July 28, 2007; chemistry
professor, U. of North Carolina at Asheville and St.
Petersburg College; active in religious affairs.

’62—Michael D. Shagan of New York City, July
22, 2007; a founder of New York City Off-Track
Betting; worked in horseracing. 

’62—H. Clement Steyer Jr. of Cumming, GA,
May 18, 2007.

’62 MD—Dale L. Taylor of Winter Haven, FL, Sep-
tember 17, 2007; ob/gyn, Watson Clinic; active
in community and professional affairs.

’63 BS HE—Patricia Podolec Fontecchio of Mid-
dletown, NJ, July 19, 2007; high school teacher;
active in civic, community, professional, religious,
and alumni affairs. Chi Omega. Husband, Dominick
V. Fontecchio ’59.

’63 PhD—John M. Hickman of Cedar Rapids, IA,
October 7, 2007; anthropologist; missionary;
worked in social services, State of Wisconsin;
human rights advocate; veteran; active in civic,
community, and religious affairs.

’63 BA—Edith Osborne Kochenour of Salt Lake
City, UT, July 25, 2007; director of learning
enhancement programs and coordinator of con-
sultation and outreach services, U. of Utah;
author; active in community, professional, and
alumni affairs. Kappa Kappa Gamma. Husband,
Neil K. Kochenour ’63, MD ’69.

’63 BA—Robert I. Pack of Bethesda, MD, June
20, 2007; author. Tau Delta Phi.

’63 BS HE—Elizabeth Bach Peters of Wilming-
ton, DE, April 17, 2007. Kappa Delta. Husband,
John T. Peters, DVM ’62.

’63 LLB—Donald P. Sharkey of Mountainside, CA,
April 7, 2007; attorney; active in alumni affairs.

’64-65 GR—Bonnie Katlan Lustigman of Hills-
dale, NJ, September 2, 2007; professor and chair
of microbiology, Montclair State U; researcher.
Husband, Sheldon Lustigman, JD ’65.

’64 MA—Gail Guthrie Valaskakis of Ottawa, On-
tario, formerly of Montreal, Quebec, July 19, 2007;
director of research, Aboriginal Healing Founda-
tion; dean of arts and sciences, Concordia U.; co-
founder, Montreal Native Friendship Centre and
Manitou College; author; active in civic, commu-
nity, and professional affairs.

’65 MCE, PhD ’73—William E. Falby of Ann

Arbor, MI, August 4, 2007; consultant; active in
civic, community, and religious affairs.

’65 JD—Hugh J. Leitch of Babylon, NY, July
19, 2006; attorney; active in civic and commu-
nity affairs.

’66 PhD—Frederick W. Bornhauser of New York
City, July 30, 2007; professor of American and
British literature, Hunter College; active in com-
munity and professional affairs.

’66, BArch ’68—Harry L. Foster Jr. of Sherborn,
MA, July 13, 2007; senior editor and senior acqui-
sitions editor for science and nature, Houghton
Mifflin; edited Jane Goodall, Dian Fossey, Rick
Bass, and others; active in professional affairs.

’66, BCE ’67—Albert I. Jablowsky of New Ro-
chelle, NY, February 20, 2007; director of trans-
portation, Baker Engineering. Tau Epsilon Phi.

’66 BS ORIE, MBA ’67—Charles J. Ohl of Mid-
dleton, WI, October 5, 2007; managing director,
Alliant Energy Corp. Theta Chi.

’66 DVM—Ernie K. Smith of Tequesta, FL, Au-
gust 22, 2007; veterinarian; taught at Cornell U.
Hospital for Animals; active in civic, community,
professional, and alumni affairs.

’67 GR—Akef R. Abadir of Bayside, NY, July 29,
2007; author and scholar of Middle Eastern liter-
ature; translated Nobel laureate Naguib Mahfouz’s
God’s World; active in professional affairs.

’67, BA ’68—Carl D. Anderson of Westminster
Station, VT, October 8, 2007; social worker; rock
collector. Phi Sigma Kappa.

’67 MS EE, PhD ’73—Robert J. Dick of Sanford,
ME, August 30, 2007; software engineer; designed
communication systems for the military.

’67 PhD—Lew D. Dwinell of Bogart, GA, May 2,
2007; research plant pathologist, USDA Forest
Service; photographer; active in civic, commu-
nity, and professional affairs.

’67 BEE—Edward C. Kramer of Huntington, NY,
August 8, 2007; research assistant, Cold Spring
Harbor Laboratory.

’67 B Chem E, M Chem E ’68—Joseph E. Stout
of Rockaway, NJ, August 25, 2007; chemical engi-
neer in the tea industry.

’68 BS Ag—Thomas H. Black of Plainwell, MI,
October 22, 2006; worked in the paper industry;
veteran; taught economics at Henry Ford and
Kalamazoo Valley community colleges; active in
community affairs. Phi Gamma Delta.

’68 MArch—Donald D. Duncan of Sedona, AZ, for-
merly of Baltimore, MD, July 3, 2007; city planner,
Baltimore Dept. of Planning; veteran; artist; active
in civic, community, and professional affairs.

’68 JD—John F. Murphy of Ithaca, NY, October
31, 2007; senior trust officer, Office of Trusts and
Estates, Cornell U.; attorney; active in profes-
sional and alumni affairs.

’68 BA, JD ’76—Robert L. Oakley of German-
town, MD, September 29, 2007; director, law
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library, and professor of law, Georgetown U.;
expert on copyright and intellectual property law;
assoc. law librarian, Cornell U.; assoc. professor,
Boston U.; former Cornell chimesmaster; active
in civic and professional affairs.

’69 BEE, PhD ’77—John J. Berenz of San Pedro,
CA, April 2, 2006; worked for TRW Space Park.
Beta Pi.

’69 BS HE, MA ’73—Barbara J. Schwinn of West-
field, NJ, September 1, 2007; artist; active in
community, professional, and religious affairs.

’69 MFA—Philip D. Wilson of Ithaca, NY, August
27, 2007; artist; graphic designer; active in com-
munity affairs.

’70—Fred L. Melnick of North Hollywood, CA,
September 24, 2007.

’70 BS Hotel—Didier A. Peyron of Walnut Creek,
CA, October 1, 2007; hotel executive; restaura-
teur. Wife, Phyllis (Sim) ’72.

’70 PhD—Lionel R. Simard of North Syracuse, NY,
September 11, 2007; intelligence specialist, Int’l
Center of Syracuse; retired colonel, Army Intelli-
gence; taught languages at Syracuse U.; active in
civic, community, professional, and religious affairs.

’70—Nancy I. Tikkanen of Providence, RI, Octo-
ber 10, 2007; policy analyst, Dept. of Mental
Health Human Svcs., State of Rhode Island; active
in community affairs.

’71, BS Ag ’73—Christopher H. Bond of Tru-
mansburg, NY, September 5, 2007; science and
physics teacher, Trumansburg Central School; soc-
cer coach; active in civic and community affairs.

’71 MA HE—Harriet L. Budke of Ithaca, NY, Octo-
ber 18, 2007; writer/editor, Cornell research proj-
ects; administrative asst. to the mayor of Lansing;
librarian, ILR School, Wharton School, Bryn Mawr,
and US Occupation Forces in Germany; active in
civic, community, and religious affairs.

’71 PhD—Gesina Lizana Longenecker of Mobile,
AL, September 14, 2007; associate professor of
pharmacology and former chair, Dept. of Bio-
medical Sciences, U. of South Alabama; key inves-
tigator, Sickle Cell Center Grant; author; editor;
active in professional affairs.

’71 BA—Joseph H. Richardson III of Greens-
burg, PA, September 27, 2007; COO, Allegheny
Energy; active in alumni affairs. Phi Kappa Psi.
Wife, Karen (Dexter) ’71.

’71 MD—Russell J. Vergess of Los Angeles, CA,
March 22, 2006; orthopedic surgeon, St. Joseph’s
Hospital (Burbank, CA).

’71 MS—Robert C. Zeller of Cumming, GA, Au-
gust 15, 2007; active in religious affairs.

’72—James C. Pilkey of Cooper City, FL, March
16, 2007; attorney; adjunct professor, Nova South-
eastern Law School; guitarist; active in commu-
nity affairs. Psi Upsilon.

’72 BA—David M. Reed of Allison Park, PA, Octo-
ber 15, 2007; internist; gerontologist; active in com-
munity and professional affairs. Phi Kappa Sigma.

’72 MPA—Robert S. Tracy of Albany, CA, June
12, 2007; retired planner; also worked for the Vet-
erans Administration; active in community affairs.

’73 MFS—Andrew J. Bruns of Pittsfield, MA, Au-
gust 16, 2007; food science engineer; pilot; tutor.

’74, BS HE ’75—Geraldine Jackson Fisher of
Romulus, NY, September 7, 2007; owner, Mother
Goose Day Care; worked for George Junior Repub-
lic, Louis Gossett Jr. Residential Center, Kendal at
Ithaca, and Willard Drug Treatment Center; active
in community and religious affairs.

’74 BS Ag—Patrick T. Karli of Hershey, PA, May
23, 2007; manager of information systems, Her-
shey Pasta Group; active in community and reli-
gious affairs. Delta Upsilon.

’74 BS Ag—Peter C. Mueller of Conewango Val-
ley, NY, March 25, 2007; president, Muellers Val-
ley View Cheese; asst. plant manager, Fieldbrook
Farms; active in religious affairs.

’74 BA—Ellen Bauman Robbins of Glenford, NY,
July 28, 2006; chair, English and Philosophy
Dept., Ulster County Community College; active
in community and professional affairs. Husband,
Chester L. Robbins ’73.

’74 BS HE—Marco S. Smythe of New York City,
October 18, 2007; architect. Lambda Chi Alpha.

’74 BA—Tatnall W. Warner of Webster Groves,
MO, September 17, 2007; journalist, St. Louis
Post-Dispatch; taught journalism at Washington
U.; active in professional affairs.

’75 MPS—Constance Coburn Adams of West
Yarmouth, MA, October 13, 2007; lecturer.

’75 MBA—James A. DeYoung of Hersey, MI,
April 25, 2005; CFO, Eagle Village; active in reli-
gious affairs.

’76 JD—John J. O’Connor Jr. of Boston, MA,
March 31, 2006; attorney.

’77 BA—John J. Stephens of Albuquerque, NM,
March 22, 2007; principal scientist, Sandia Nat’l
Laboratories; author; active in professional and
religious affairs.

’78 BME—Wendy Haynes Hauptfleisch of Bel-
laire, TX, September 14, 2007; executive, Exxon-
Mobil; active in community, religious, and alumni
affairs. Delta Delta Delta. Husband, Richard A.
Hauptfleisch ’75, MS Eng ’76.

’78 BS HE—Linda D. Putland of Virginia Beach,
VA, August 18, 2007; social work administrator;
administrator, Appalachian Service Project; active
in community and religious affairs.

’79, BEE ’80—Charles E. Duerig of Castro Valley,
CA, August 26, 2007; network engineer; high school
math and science teacher; outdoorsman. Beta Pi.

’79 BME—Barbara I. Kulik of Allentown, PA,
July 22, 2007; engineer; worked for Andesa Ser-
vices and AT&T; active in community and reli-
gious affairs. Delta Gamma.

’79 BA—Karl S. “Steve” LaForge of New York
City, July 14, 2007.

’79—Cheryl Lafian Smith of Ithaca, NY, Sep-
tember 9, 2007.

’80 JD—David M. Bidwell-Beachler of Colum-
bus, OH, October 25, 2007; labor and civil rights
attorney; active in civic and professional affairs.

’80, BA ’81—Robert E. Reed of Washington, DC,
October 10, 2007; owner, DC-area Ben & Jerry’s
Ice Cream shops; developed Let’s Make A Daiquiri;
active in community and alumni affairs. Alpha
Delta Phi.

’80—Karen V. Strand of New York City, Decem-
ber 3, 2006; horticultural therapist.

’80 BA—Debra Schweitzer Wasser of Laramie, WY,
September 15, 2007; active in community affairs.

’81 BS ILR—Matthew L. Wager of North Bruns-
wick, NJ, June 24, 2007; business consultant;
active in religious affairs. Phi Sigma Epsilon.

’82 BS Hotel—Linda S. Guzylak of Scottsdale,
AZ, July 21, 2007; national director of sales,
Phoenician Resort; active in community affairs.
Pi Beta Phi.

’83 PhD—Reginald A. Gougis of Savannah, GA,
July 24, 2007; associate professor of behavior
analysis, Savannah State U. and Phoenix U.

’84 PhD—Elizabeth Colerick Clipp of Chapel Hill,
NC, August 5, 2007; associate dean for research
and Bessie Baker Chair in Nursing, Duke U. School
of Nursing; professor of medicine and assoc. direc-
tor for research, Geriatric Research Education and
Clinical Center, Durham VA Medical Center; active
in professional affairs.

’86 BME—Judah R. Gubbay of South Orange, NJ,
March 13, 2007; worked for Cisco Systems.

’86 MBA—Vivek P. Khosla of East Meadow, NY,
July 24, 2007.

’86—Robert A. Pfister of Laguna Hills, CA, for-
merly of Colorado Springs, CO, September 25,
2007; worked for USTRI and MCI; active in com-
munity affairs. Acacia.

’88 MA, PhD ’91—Ben B. Halm of Fairfield, CT,
July 31, 2007; playwright; English professor, Fair-
field U.; active in professional affairs.

’94 JD—Kimberly A. Troisi-Paton of Cohoes, NY,
August 10, 2007; attorney, asst. deputy counsel,
Unified Court System’s city, town, and village
resource centers; author; adjunct professor of
legal studies, Schenectady Community College;
active in civic, community, and professional
affairs. Husband, Scott C. Paton, JD ’94.

’97 BS Ag—Lee J. Oplinger of Groton, NY, June
18, 2007; forestry technician, City of Ithaca;
active in civic and community affairs.

’97 BA—David M. Shachnow of East Elmhurst,
NY, October 22, 2007; contractor; former
Deutsche Bank employee.

’02 PhD—Lisa M. Moynihan of London, England,
October 7, 2007; assistant professor of organiza-
tional behavior, London Business School; active
in professional affairs.
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National Treasures
Pre-Columbian collection finds a home on the Hill

112 Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

While stationed
in Latin Amer-
ica with the
UN’s Food and

Agriculture Organization in the
Fifties, Tom Carroll, PhD ’51,
perused markets and street ven-
dors for artifacts. Fertility fig-
urines, mythological creatures, and
vessels shaped like snarling jaguars
lined the walls of his Washington,
D.C., home for more than forty
years. “I became quite fascinated
with this art because it was an
expression of the artistic achieve-
ments and technological sophisti-
cation of these early people,” Car-
roll says. “I started buying these
pieces because I liked them. I was
collecting for pleasure.” What
began as a hobby grew to about
500 objects—primarily from Ecua-
dor, Peru, Colombia, and Costa
Rica—which Carroll gave to the
Johnson Museum in 2006. In
March, the museum launched an
exhibition of Carroll’s collection,
running until June 15. “It’s going
to be a new major offering,” says
assistant curator Andrew Weislo-
gel, PhD ’00. “We are now up
there as having a prominent pre-
Columbian collection.”

Spanning from 3000 BC to
1500 AD, the collection includes
ceramic bowls, musical instru-
ments, tools, pots, and metal
breastplates. Carroll, who will
turn eighty-nine in June, says his recent
retirement from a career with the World
Bank inspired him to make his art avail-
able to a wider audience. “You reach a
point where you are thinking of your own
mortality,” he says. “While my collection
may not be as valuable from a monetary
point of view as some others, it has a cer-
tain interest and I wanted it to go into the
public domain.” 

During his stint with the UN, Carroll
spent extensive time in Ecuador. That

nation’s artifacts make up the bulk of his
collection and represent its greatest
strength, says curator Laura Johnson-
Kelly ’85, who notes that pre-Columbian
objects from the region are of particular
interest because they are not well studied.
“In general, people are much more famil-
iar with the culture of Peru than of
Ecuador,” she says. “There hasn’t been
the same attention devoted to it by for-
eign archaeologists.  Ecuador is a smaller
country, and it does not have monumen-

tal sites to attract people.” 
As a result, many of the objects in the

collection have an unknown date, cultural
origin, or function. The curators hope the
exhibit and its comprehensive catalogue
will encourage academic debate and dis-
covery. “The collection will make us a
destination for researchers and scholars,”
Weislogel says.  “It will put Cornell on the
map for people who want to study this
material.” 

— Bekah Grant ’08

Cat people: The Johnson Museum is exhibiting this gold-copper medal-
lion with a feline design, made in Ecuador between 300 BC and 500 AD.

HERBERT F. JOHNSON MUSEUM OF ART
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Cornell Celebrates Wine
Library Exhibit Spotlights Wine and Grape Archive

T
en years ago, with
America’s wine industry
experiencing explosive
growth, Cornell

University Library realized that the
history of this industry—the
papers and records of grape grow-
ers, winemakers, and others—was
not being well-represented and
preserved in research archives.
That’s when Cornell decided to
establish the Eastern Wine and
Grape Archive.

A group of dedicated wine enthusiasts,
historians, industry figures, and archivists
began building the collection by talking to
growers and wineries about the importance
of preserving their history. News about the
project spread, and collections began to
arrive: vineyard and harvest records, wine-
making notebooks, correspondence,
account books, photographs, diaries, mar-
keting materials, and more. A cooperative
venture between Cornell University
Library’s Division of Rare and Manuscript
Collections and the Frank A. Lee Library at
the New York State Agricultural Experiment
Station (NYSAES) in Geneva, Cornell’s
Eastern Wine and Grape Archive now con-
tains several hundred cubic feet of wine and
grape industry records.

The results of this effort will be on display
at Cornell from June to December 2008,
opening with a lecture and reception on Reunion Weekend.
The exhibition Song of the Vine: A History of Wine will feature
documents, rare books, photographs, and other artifacts
from the Library’s extensive book and manuscript collec-
tions. The exhibition will explore the origins of viticulture in
Europe and the development of winemaking in America, as
well as the cultural movements and legislative acts that have

shaped the nation’s complex relationship with alcohol, such
as the temperance movement and Prohibition. Documents
recently acquired for the Wine and Grape Archive will tell
the story of the growth of the New York State wine industry,
from America’s oldest wineries to today’s “Uncork New
York” advertising campaign. Other archival materials will
highlight Cornell’s extensive contributions to the develop-
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4 WINES OF NEW YORK STATE

Hand-crafted dry wines from 
Finger Lakes-grown vinifera grapes

TASTING & SALES:
Wednesday–Monday
11 AM to 5 PM or by appt.

East side of Seneca Lake
5435 Route 414
Hector, NY 14841 
{607} 546-5557

damianiwinecellars.com

ment of new grape varieties through
the work of the New York State
Agricultural Experiment Station.

Hudson Cattell, the editor of Wine
East magazine, was instrumental in
the establishment of Cornell’s wine
archive. Other key support has come
from the American Society for
Enology and Viticulture–Eastern
Section, the New York Wine and
Grape Foundation, the Vinifera Wine
Growers Association, the estate of
Philip Wagner, and winemaker Ronni
Lacroute ’66. The collection received
a major boost in 2004 when it was
awarded the first of three successive
grants from the New York State
Archives Documentary Heritage
Program. This grant enabled Cornell
archivists to begin surveying the
records of New York State wineries
and growers, and educating industry
participants about the importance of
preserving their records.

Song of the Vine: A History of Wine
will feature a lecture on June 5 by
Thomas Pinney, noted wine expert
and author of the two-volume History
of Wine in America, a definitive
account of winemaking in the United
States, from its origins through its
development and expansion to all fifty
states after the repeal of Prohibition.
A viewing of the exhibition along with
a reception featuring wine tasting will
follow the lecture. Related exhibitions
will also take place at Mann Library,
the Entomology Library, and the
Hotel and Geneva libraries during
Reunion Weekend.  

Visitors may view the exhibition in
the Hirshland Gallery, Carl A. Kroch
Library, Monday through Friday 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday 1 to 5
p.m. from June 5 through December
2008. For more information, please
visit rmc.library.cornell.edu/ewga or
call the Division of Rare and
Manuscript Collections at 
607-255-3530.

— Katherine Reagan 

KATHERINE REAGAN is the assistant
director for collections in the Division of
Rare and Manuscript Collections,
Cornell University Library.
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Cornell to Open
Teaching Winery

I
n April, CALS dean Susan
Henry announced that the
University plans to open a
teaching winery at the

Cornell Orchards. The State
University of New York will pro-
vide funding for the 2,400-
square-foot facility, which is
scheduled to open this fall. It will
be used to teach winemaking
procedures as part of Cornell’s
recently established enology and
viticulture program. For more
information on this program, go
to: www.grapesandwine.cals.
cornell.edu/undergraduate/.

New Summer
Program 
for Wine
Enthusiasts

I
t may not include stomping
grapes, but a new Cornell
program offers just about
everything else that wine

lovers, restaurateurs, grape grow-
ers, store owners, and aspiring
winemakers could want. The
Cornell University Viticulture
and Enology Experience
(CUVEE), July 20–25, will feature
Cornell faculty and Finger Lakes
wine professionals teaching a
comprehensive course intended
to unlock the mysteries of grape
growing and winemaking as well
as enhance overall wine knowl-
edge and appreciation. And it
will, of course, include wine tast-
ings. Enrollment is limited, so
prospective participants are
encouraged to register early. For
more information, call 607-255-
7259, e-mail cusp@cornell.edu,
or go to
www.sce.cornell.edu/cuvee.
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Dr. Frank’s
Winery Donates
Historic Book
Collection to
Cornell

S
everal Cornell libraries—the
Frank A. Lee Library at the
New York State Agricultural
Experiment Station at Geneva

in particular—are richer today thanks
to a collection of books donated by the
Dr. Konstantin Frank Vinifera Wine
Cellars and the Frank family. “We are
thrilled about, and very grateful for,
this generous gift to the library and
pleased with how it complements our
enology and viticulture collection,”
said Marty Schlabach, Lee Library
director.

The collection comprises nine-
teenth- and twentieth-century titles on
a wide variety of topics including hor-
ticulture, plant science, viticulture,
enology, chemistry, nature, history,
and literature. When Dr. Frank emi-
grated from Europe to the United
States in 1951, he sacrificed many
possessions to bring along his collec-
tion of books. The majority of the 132
titles will remain in Geneva; those
that don’t fit into the Lee Library col-
lection will be offered to libraries on
the Ithaca campus.  

Of particular interest are a number
of wine-appreciation titles inscribed
by the authors to Dr. Frank. Also of
note are French and Russian ampelo-
graphies that identify and classify
grape vines and a multi-volume histo-
ry of Russian horticulture. 

The grape-growing and winemak-
ing titles will contribute greatly to the
Lee Library’s already impressive hold-
ings in those areas. The library’s viti-
culture and enology collection, reput-
ed to be the finest east of the Rocky
Mountains, consists of more than
2,700 books and more than forty cur-
rent subscriptions to periodicals from
around the world. Together with the
larger Cornell Library system, the
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University’s holdings in enology and
viticulture exceed 7,000 titles.

The origin of the gift can be traced
to May 2007 when Mike Fordon, a
public services assistant at the Lee
Library, along with Katherine Reagan
and Evan Earle ’02 from Cornell
Library’s Rare and Manuscript
Collections, met with Kitty Oliver and
Fred Frank ’79 at Dr. Konstantin
Frank Vinifera Wine Cellars in
Hammondsport to discuss the possi-

bility of a large book donation and
conduct a survey of their winery
records for the Eastern Wine and
Grape Archive. Oliver does graphic
arts and public relations at the win-
ery; Fred Frank is Konstantin Frank’s
grandson and president of the winery. 

“Once I had the collection at the
library, I sorted them according to
titles we already had and ones we did-
n’t,” Fordon said. “The titles we don’t
need will be donated to another library.
The winery then approved the list of
what we wanted, and we will begin cat-
aloging them later this spring.”

Fordon points out that while the col-
lection contains many interesting and
rare titles, perhaps its most significant
aspect is what it tells us about Frank.
“He was quite fond of underlining cer-
tain passages in his books—mostly those

Marty Schlabach (left) and Mike Fordon
of the Frank A. Lee Library in Geneva
review books donated to Cornell by the
Konstantin Frank family.

PROVIDED
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that pointed out the number of hybrid
grape varieties that were forbidden in
Europe,” Fordon says. “He also seems
to have used just about anything as a
bookmark—money, letters, postcards,
photos, hunting licenses, and so on.
While processing the books, I removed
a large quantity of this ephemera,
which will be used in a display.”

Located on Keuka Lake a few miles
north of Hammondsport, Dr. Frank’s
has long been associated with the
New York wine revolution. Dr. Frank
helped to pioneer the successful intro-
duction of the European vitis vinifera
grapevines in the eastern United
States, and for his contribution to the
American wine industry he was
inducted into the Wine Spectator Hall
of Fame in 2001. 

— Joe Ogrodnick

Adapted from an article published in the
Station News of the New York State
Agricultural Experiment Station in
Geneva, New York, where JOE OGROD-

NICK is supervisor of photographic services.
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Where in the
World Are New
York Wines?

M
any New Yorkers know
about the fine wines
produced in their home
state, but just how far

does their popularity reach? Industry
professionals agree that global
demand for New York State wines is
increasing, but simply not enough is
being produced to maintain a strong
export market. Even locally, many
popular wines sell out each year.
Thanks to vineyard expansion and a
string of good growing seasons, how-
ever, the state’s wineries should be
able to increase production 20 to 50
percent over the next few years. But
will that be enough to satisfy the
thirst of the local, national, and inter-
national markets?

The New York Wine and Grape
Foundation is leading the way in pro-
moting the international market for
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Express motorcoach service
between Cornell’s NYC and
Ithaca campuses featuring wide,
reclining seats, wireless internet,
power outlets, and snacks, soft
drinks, coffee, and tea.

To book your trip call Cornell
Transportation Services at 
607-255-4628, or visit the web
at www.c2cbus.com.

New York State wines. The founda-
tion provides import/export contacts
and has established relationships
with importers from the United
Kingdom, France, Japan, Canada, and
other countries. Vice President Susan
Spence, who heads the export pro-
gram, says that a strong overseas
market is crucial to continued
growth. “Our program provides
knowledge and understanding of
activities in the global wine trade,”
she says, noting that this is an invest-
ment in the future even though some
wineries are not yet exporting their
products. “It’s better to have the
knowledge and understanding, even
if you don’t currently utilize it,” she
says, “than wait till you need it and
not have it.”

Bob Wojnar, national sales manag-
er at Dr. Konstantin Frank Vinifera
Wine Cellars, confirms the potential
of the export market. Located in
Hammondsport on the west side of
Keuka Lake, the winery is named
after its founder, known as the
“father of vinifera” in the eastern
United States. It produces high-
quality, mostly estate-grown wines
from varieties of European grapes
and also offers a “value line” named
Salmon Run. Wojnar says that Dr.
Frank’s currently distributes its wines
to more than thirty states, but has
just begun shipping Dry Riesling to
Canada, Chardonnay to Sweden, and
a mixed offering to Japanese hotels
and resorts. “Currently we export only
1 percent of our total production,” he
says, “but recent commitments
should push it up to 2 percent.”

At Hazlitt 1852 Vineyards in
Hector, on the east side of Seneca
Lake, Sales Manager J. B. Baldwin
agrees that meeting demand is an
ongoing problem. “It’s a constant bal-
ancing act,” says Baldwin, noting that
Hazlitt must supply enough wine to
satisfy its local accounts before trying
to extend distribution nationally and
internationally. Hazlitt has found a
boom market for Red Cat, its self-pro-
claimed “Hot-Tub Wine,” a semi-
sweet, fruity beverage made from the
native Red Catawba grape. Annual
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sales have risen in the past few years
to more than 130,000 cases, making
it the best-selling New York wine. But
Hazlitt can please serious oenophiles,
too: its 2006 Homestead Reserve
Riesling won a gold medal in the
Grand Cru category at the Riesling du
Monde International Riesling
Competition in Strasbourg, France.
“International acclaim is crucial to
opening export avenues,” says
Baldwin. “The more New York wines
are judged and accepted as world
class, the better it is for the entire
New York wine industry.”

Not everybody, though, thinks that
New York’s wineries should aspire to
conquering the international market.
Dick Reno, owner of Chateau
Lafayette Reneau in Hector, offers a
cautionary note, saying the state’s pro-
ducers should focus first on their own
backyard. “Through extended market-
ing and promotion, sales within New
York would stabilize the local wine
industry with a steady, consistent
sales avenue,” he says. “New York
City alone, with its hospitality indus-
try, could make a tremendous
impact”—and, perhaps, show the way
to global expansion. As Frank Sinatra
reminded us, if you can make it there,
you can make it anywhere.

— Karl Kernan

KARL KERNAN is the operations manager
at Triphammer Wines & Spirits in
Ithaca. He has nearly twenty years of
experience working with wines, starting
in the hospitality industry and continu-
ing in retail management.

Wine Pioneer

T
hey said it couldn’t be
done—but Paul Deninno
proved them wrong.
Sullivan County, in the

Catskill Mountains, was thought to be
too cold for growing wine grapes. But
thanks to a well-placed marsh and
some Cornell-developed hybrid
grapes, Deninno has become Sullivan
County’s first commercial winemaker.

Deninno, an information technolo-
gy manager by day, got interested in

W01-16CAMMJ08wines  4/22/08  3:57 PM  Page 11



12 WINES OF NEW YORK STATE12 WINES OF NEW YORK STATE

the wine business five years ago dur-
ing a trip to Napa Valley. Upon his
return, he started attending Cornell
seminars and learning the basics of
viticulture and enology. And it turned
out that his location—ten acres over-
looking the Bashakill wetlands—had a
microclimate suitable for growing
wine grapes. But they needed to be
the right grapes. He found those in
Cayuga White and Noiret, two hardy
varieties created by Cornell scientists.

Paying homage to the body of
water that makes his winemaking pos-
sible, Deninno dubbed his operation
Bashakill Vineyards. All of the grapes
are grown organically, and Bashakill’s
current offering includes three red
wines and two whites, including one
made from Cayuga White grapes.

Being the sole employee keeps
Deninno busy seven days a week, but
it has its rewards. “The best part of
the business,” he says, “is getting to
drink the product that you put your
heart into.” For more information, go
to www.bashakillvineyards.com.

— Chelsea Theis
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