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From David Skorton

Developing a Strategic Plan

T

David Skorton: What is the composition of your
faculty group, and how is the work divided?
Ed Lawler: At the center of the effort is the
Strategic Planning Advisory Council, consisting
of eight faculty members who were chosen
because of their academic distinction, broad perspective on the institution, and known capacity
Professor Ed Lawler and
to work well in a group. In addition, there are
President Skorton
four working groups, each focused on one of
these topics: education, research, public engageand discussion about the University. I believe we’re all learning
ment, and organizational stewardship. A total of sixty-three facmuch from each other.
ulty, students, and staff serve on these groups.
DS: Since the faculty group was appointed last fall, where have
you focused your collective efforts?
EL: On developing key goals and objectives for education,
research, public engagement, and organizational stewardship,
and then on specifying actions for achieving them. We first
defined the questions and issues the plan should address, and
then we sought input and advice from the working groups. Based
on this input and our own analyses, we recently released a draft
outline of the plan, which is available on the Reimagining Cornell website.
DS: Cornell’s 150th anniversary is coming up in 2015. Is there a
relationship between the strategic plan and the sesquicentennial?
EL: The plan is directed at the 2010–15 period and, thus, we aim
to envision Cornell at that moment in its history. In fact, the tentative title of the plan is “Cornell University at Its Sesquicentennial: A Strategic Plan for Excellence.”
DS: What happens next?
EL: Provost Fuchs and I will consult and seek feedback on the
draft from the Cornell community, while the faculty advisory
group develops a small number of strategic priorities and initiatives as well as metrics for assessing progress. We expect to present a revised outline of the strategic plan with these additional
elements in March. The full text of the draft version should be
available in April or May.
DS: The members of the faculty group are known for being
strategic in their thinking and actions, but they are also diverse
in background and academic discipline. How has that played out
in your ability to develop a shared vision for Cornell’s future?
EL: All issues are examined from multiple perspectives. Not only
does this provide important balance in our discussions, but it’s a
springboard for more inclusive, practical, and creative thinking
2
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DS: Has your own background as a former academic dean, as
well as a distinguished professor in your own right, been important to the process?
EL: Aside from the broad knowledge and deep appreciation of
the University that my deanship provided, I learned that for
major tasks it’s important to have a clear idea of what you want
to accomplish in each and every meeting, to have an agenda that
is realistic, and to have a sequence of interconnected subtasks
across meetings. Maintaining focus on the larger task is essential
to keep moving steadily and inexorably forward. I am a sociologist, and group interaction is my area of study.
DS: In thinking about Cornell’s future, what assumptions have
you made about financial resources? Has the prospect of reduced
revenue constrained you in thinking about the ideal future for
our university?
EL: We’re working hard to identify actions that do not require
financial resources, but are not reluctant to include some that do,
to be realistic without compromising the long-term ambitions or
aspirations. We assume Cornell will emerge from its current
financial challenges stronger than ever and be ready to reach new
heights. Some actions that require financial resources may have
to be deferred in the short term, while the institution acts on
those that don’t.
DS: What’s the most important thing for Cornellians to keep in
mind as they review the strategic plan?
EL: That it is a draft and that we need feedback, which can be
provided directly at the website: www.cornell.edu/reimagin
ing/plan.cfm. We hope the plan is a stimulus for the Cornell community to move forward together to achieve our common goals
and aspirations.
— President David Skorton
david.skorton@cornell.edu

ROBERT BARKER / UP

he interview with Provost Kent Fuchs
in CAM’s January/February 2010
issue prompted considerable interest
in the faculty group, chaired by Ed Lawler, that
is leading the development of a strategic plan in
parallel with our budget reduction and reorganizational initiatives—so I recently sat down with
Professor Lawler, former dean of the ILR school,
to get an update on their work.
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Seasonally Appropriate
In Ithaca, early spring isn’t so much
about budding plants as the sloppy
collision of rain and snow.
PHOTO BY JASON KOSKI / UP
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Correspondence

Plain Speaking
Is academia anti-business?

I was excited when I saw the title of
President Skorton’s column in the
January/February 2010 issue: “Building an Innovation Ecosystem.” But
how disappointed I was after I read
it again and again—at least four
times. I think I can comprehend the
“ultimate” conclusion of the task
force, as stated at the outset, but
when I got to the higher education
part, I got lost among the buzzwords
and the references to “strategic” this
and “strategic” that, and the lack of
any real explanation as to how anything is going to get done. It raised a
most basic question: what does
“innovation ecosystem” really mean?
Most important, to my plainspeaking way of thinking, is the
absence of any finding about the
undisputed and undeniable fact of a hostile anti-business, anti-capitalist attitude
throughout much of academia today.
This absence I simply cannot comprehend, and I believe the failure to confront
it is shocking. It exists everywhere and is
reflected in the teaching of students from
grade school to graduate school. Academic leadership’s silence on the topic is
deafening—and, sadly, Cornell is no
exception.
Even more shocking is the business
community’s tolerance of this bias, as it
continues to give millions of dollars to
institutions that turn right around and
sponsor activities, support candidates and
legislation, develop policies, and scribe
doctrine replete with anti-business purpose and anti-business sentiment. Perhaps
at some point the economy will become
bad enough that business will wake up
and stop supporting the institutions that
continue this course.
How refreshing it would be to see just
one major academic institution acknowl-

STEPHEN VOSS

edge the truth, make a finding, take a
stand, and, in turn, develop a plan to do
something about it. Maybe others would
follow, and a real “innovation ecosystem”
could begin to germinate. Without confronting this major hurdle openly and
forcefully, nothing will happen—no matter what the rhetoric. In the meantime,
academia’s silence on the subject remains
deafening. The work of President Skorton’s task force substantiates it. How
unfortunate!
David Morthland ’62
Lake Oswego, Oregon
President Skorton replies: You are
undoubtedly the first person ever to
read an article of mine four times! I
thank you for that care and attention. I
hope that you’ll take a look at the task
force report so you’ll see how much I
and the committee agree that a significant cultural change is in order in our
interactions with business. I suggest the
section “University Practices,” which

outlines recommendations for changes
in academia to improve industry interaction. See www.ny.gov/governor/
reports/ pdf/IHETF_Report_FINAL.pdf
(pp. 27–35). Also, I am seriously concerned by your conviction that academia in general, and Cornell in particular, is anti-business. In fact, Cornell
actively supports business in dozens of
ways. Several of our schools and colleges offer business-related education.
In addition, the Entrepreneurship@Cornell program promotes entrepreneurship
education, events, and commercialization. And through Cooperative Extension and the Geneva Experiment Station, Cornell offers resources to many
businesses. Cornell research, both in
Ithaca and at Weill Cornell Medical
College, has resulted in inventions and
products of all kinds, and our new life
sciences building, Weill Hall, includes a
business incubator. More than 120 companies have ties to Cornell; many of
them were founded by faculty, staff, or
alumni. Last and far from least, many
businesses benefit indirectly from the
high-quality education that Cornell
imparts to so many of their future
employees and the many professionals
with whom they work.

Thrilled
What a thrill to see that NPR is run by
one of us (“On the Air,” January/February 2010). I have said on several occasions that I couldn’t live in a place that
didn’t have NPR and could live in almost
any place that did. To me, NPR is oxygen.
It’s a link to sanity and intelligent information. What a further surprise to learn
that Vivian Schiller ’83 grew up just a few
towns from where I did (Mt. Vernon,
New York) and that she lives in the same

Speak up! We encourage letters from readers and publish as many
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as we can.They must be signed and may be edited for length, clarity,
and civility.

Digital archive
ecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/3157

Send to: Jim Roberts, Editor, Cornell Alumni Magazine,
401 E. State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850
fax: (607) 272-8532 e-mail: jhr22@cornell.edu
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Correspondance

town as my significant other.
Stephen Goldberger ’69
Farmville, Virginia

PRIVATE ESTATE

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Very secluded 11.5 acres
Four miles from the Ithaca Commons and Cornell University
Contemporary with two-story living room
Four bedrooms, office, three full baths
Passive solar with large wraparound decks
Loft library ready for your books
Two stocked ponds, an apple orchard, and garden space
Adjacent to the Finger Lakes Land Trust
Two guest cottages for friends, relatives or rental

$783,000

Linda A. Hirvonen
CRS, GRI, Green, CIPS
Candidate, Notary Public
NYS Licensed Real Estate
Associate Broker

Warren Real Estate of Ithaca, Inc.
Direct Line: 607-330-5235
Mobile: 607-592-3665
Email: lahirvonen@warrenhomes.com

I was thrilled to see “Hidden Gem” (Cornelliana, January/February 2010). My
grandmother, Jeannette Brown Bostwick
’30, had the same Cornell class ring, and
it was passed on to me. Unlike the
Linowitz ring, my grandmother’s was
tiny—too small to be worn by anyone
with a ring size larger than 1—so I wore
it on a charm bracelet. (In fact, it wasn’t
until recently that advances in laser technology allowed for my ring to be sized a
bit larger—and now I wear it happily.) I
hope the Mozersky family is able to find
some answers about their ring’s history,
but in the meantime I hope they continue
to enjoy it as a true sentimental treasure.
Jinny Van Deusen ’89
Saratoga Springs, New York

Not Thrilled
Cornell has stopped giving instruction in
Dutch and Swedish. The libraries have let
go a distinguished conservator. (My guess is
that the people who made that decision do
not know what a library conservator does
and hence cannot understand why such a
person is vital to the functioning of a major
library.) Cornell employs nearly one hundred athletic coaches. Click on a link that is
supposed to lead to a site for Cornell intercollegiate athletics—you are taken to a page
on the CBS website. Cornell has attained
some sort of national ranking in basketball.
These scattered facts represent the current
state of affairs at our university. They lead
to an inevitable conclusion: the unnamed
but nevertheless very real Cornell Sports
and Exhibitions Authority is more important to the administration and trustees than
Cornell University.
There is substantial literature on the
corrupting and disruptive influence of
intercollegiate athletics on higher education. This influence has become absolutely
undeniable. Start, if you will, with the
Library of Congress subject heading “College sports—moral and ethical aspects.” A
search of the Cornell libraries yields thirteen hits. They are for books alone; periodical articles, reviews, and so on are not
included. Anybody for “College sports—
Corrupt practices”? (This heading exists;
I am not making it up.)
Donald Mintz ’49, PhD ’60
Trumansburg, New York
I was disappointed to see a common
semantic error repeated in the article “Language Lessons” (Currents, September/October 2009). Interpretation is referred to as
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“verbal” communication, in contrast to
translation (written communication). In
fact, “verbal” means communication in
words by any medium. Hence, communication by pictures or body language/facial
expressions is referred to as “nonverbal”
communication. The correct definition of
interpretation is oral communication.
David Gorelick ’68
Baltimore, Maryland
Ed. Note: We stand corrected, verbally.

Great Ideas
I was pleased to read in “Athens,
Jerusalem, and Ithaca” (Currents, January/February 2010) that former students
of Werner Dannhauser had paid tribute to
him by publishing a collection of essays in
his honor. More than thirty-five years
after taking Professor Dannhauser’s political theory course in my freshman year, I
vividly recall his remarks on the first day
of class. “In this class,” he intoned, “we
will read great books.” He then cautioned
us that the disparate ideas presented in
those books might induce a state of “mental tension.” He assured us, though, that
there were worse mental states to endure:
“Consider, for example, stupor.”
Michael Hilf ’76
Forest Hills, New York

Authors’ Queries
I’m a college student writing a thesis on
Vladimir Nabokov, looking for anecdotes
and memories from anyone who took
Nabokov’s Masterpieces of European Fiction course at Cornell between 1948 and
1959. What was he like in person? What
do you remember about his lectures, his
teaching style, his posture, his accent?
Would you describe him as brilliant . . . or
boring (or both)? All recollections are welcome: 516-220-0885/sgomory@wesleyan.
edu/45 Wyllys Avenue, Box 90999, Middletown, CT 06459.
Stephanie Gomory
Middletown, Connecticut
I’m working on a book proposal for an
anthology of airport love stories, titled
Love at First Flight: Airplane Love Stories,
and I’m looking for men and women—
couples—who met in an airport or on an
airplane who will write (or dictate to me)
their stories. Contributors should have
high-profile positions in business or industry and/or be well-known celebrities
(authors, musicians, actors, etc.). Photos
and bios will be included with each story.
Please e-mail me at judy804@aol.com.
Judy Mandell ’61
North Garden, Virginia
March | April 2010
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Letter from Ithaca

Lift the Chorus...
Reflections on the first Cornell Alumni Leadership Conference

Susan Murphy ’73, PhD ’94, vice president for student and academic services, kicked off Saturday’s program with a concise overview of the many functions of
her office and its interaction with today’s multi-tasking
students. The lunchtime speaker was Provost Kent
Fuchs, who explained the “Reimagining Cornell”
process and even tried to make Cornell’s budget model
comprehensible—brave man. Before and after these big
events, attendees circulated among some two dozen
smaller sessions that covered everything from social
media to volunteer opportunities and the mysteries of
college rankings. Everything wrapped up on Sunday
morning, with a breakfast, more workshops, and a
young alumni “ideas exchange.” Somewhere in there, a
SATHI SOMA ’92, MENG ’94
big snowstorm tied up traffic and made Washington
look more like Ithaca for a while.
ne hundred and four years ago, the Cornell
As much as I enjoyed the scheduled events—and I’ll tip my
Association of Class Officers (CACO) estabhat here to Corey Earle ’07, associate director for student prolished an annual get-together of class leaders
grams in the Office of Alumni Affairs, for his terrific presentaknown as Mid-Winter Meeting. This event,
tion on the University’s history—the best part of the weekend,
held for many years in New York City, became a Cornell instifor me, was the opportunity to meet and talk with so many Cortution, one that increased the knowledge and boosted the enthunellians, from current undergraduates to Bill Vanneman ’31.
siasm of generations of volunteers. This year, under the leaderSome of these discussions were in formal settings, such as the
ship of Chris Marshall, associate vice president for alumni affairs,
CAA and CACO board meetings on Friday, but many took place
CACO’s meeting was expanded into the Cornell Alumni Leadover meals, in the lounge, and even in hallways. I also enjoyed a
ership Conference (CALC). The alumni invited to attend came
quick side trip to the National Zoo, where I visited the panda
not only from the class leadership but virtually every other organhouse and saw Tai Shan shortly before he departed for China.
ization in the alphabet soup of Cornell alumni organizations:
All in all, it was an exhilarating (and sometimes exhausting)
from clubs to CAAAN to affinity groups large and small. Held
experience, one that served as a great reminder of the remarkat the Washington Marriott Wardman Park in January, CALC
able commitment of many Cornell alumni—a commitment we
drew more than 800 alumni, along with forty-some current stutry to reflect and encourage in every issue of CAM. As the origdents plus spouses, friends, and hangers-on.
inal mission statement of the Cornell Alumni News reminds us,
The three-day event included board meetings, presentations,
it’s our job to “increase the enthusiasm and loyalty of every Corand a smorgasbord of workshops and panel discussions. On Frinellian for the college on the hill.”
day, the lunch gathering featured an energetic talk on leadership
—Jim Roberts ’71
by ILR professor Samuel Bachrach, who debunked many myths
and offered straight-ahead advice on how to get people on your
Watch for more about CALC in our next issue.
side and keep them there. Later in the day, Glenn Altschuler, PhD
’76—professor, dean, and vice president for university relations—
offered some thoughts on Cornell’s place in the world and moderated a lively “town hall” with Chris Marshall and Charlie Phlegar, vice president for alumni affairs and development. Not
content with that, the indefatigable Altschuler returned an hour
later to engage with CBS newsman Jim Axelrod ’85, a former
White House correspondent, in an assessment of the Obama
Administration.

O

On stage: Chris Marshall (left), associate VP for
alumni affairs, looks on as CBS News correspondent Jim Axelrod ’85 and Professor Glenn
Altschuler, PhD ’76, assess the first year of the
Obama Administration for an alumni audience.
CORNELL ALUMNI AFFAIRS AND DEVELOPMENT
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Campus News

From theHill

Gas and electric: The new campus power plant on Dryden
Road includes giant turbines (inset) whose waste heat is
captured and reused, saving money and cutting emissions.
ROBERT BARKER / UP
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Super-Efficient Power Plant
Gets Revved Up

Theater Department Told to
Cut Budget

In January, the University hosted a celebration to mark the opening of its highly efficient Combined Heat and Power Plant. Part of
Cornell’s plan to have net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050,
the $80 million, 15,000-square-foot facility is located adjacent to
the existing coal-fired heating plant on Dryden Road. Its two giant
turbines are fired by natural gas to generate electricity; waste heat
from that process is used to make steam—which in turn is piped
through campus for heating. The system is expected to cut Cornell’s carbon dioxide emissions by some 75,000 tons a year and
eliminate its use of coal, also saving the 100,000 gallons of diesel
fuel needed to deliver the coal from West Virginia. Said President
David Skorton at the grand opening: “Through example and the
bully pulpit, we will educate the state, the nation, and the world.”

The financial picture has taken a dramatic turn for the Department
of Theatre, Film, and Dance. The administration of the College of
Arts and Sciences has directed the department to cut its nonprofessorial budget by $1 million to $2 million a year within two
years. Department leaders, faculty, and staff are working to formulate cost-cutting proposals, though specifics have not yet been
announced; their plan will then be submitted to Arts and Sciences
Dean Peter Lepage for approval. “I have encouraged the department to be creative, especially as they think of the student experience in theater, dance, and film,” says Lepage. “It is possible that
in the future, students will gain even more direct experience on
stage and in other aspects of production.” No changes will be
made to the current season’s performance schedule.
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Five Students Die Since
December
The University is mourning the loss of five students who passed
away since the end of fall semester. In late December Adam Frey, a
varsity wrestler from Shaler Township, Pennsylvania, died at a
Pittsburgh hospital, two years after being diagnosed with cancer.
He was twenty-three; originally a member of the Class of 2009, he
had taken time off due to his illness. On New Year’s Day, twentyyear-old Clayton DeFisher ’11—a biology major in CALS, a Cornell
Presidential Research Scholar, and an instructor for Cornell Outdoor
Education—suffered cardiac arrest in his hometown of Williamson,
New York. In mid-January, environmental science major Oliver
Schaufelberger ’11, twenty, died of undisclosed causes at home in
Lebanon, New Jersey. Two weeks later, twenty-year-old Mark von
Bucher ’12, an animal science major from Rochester, New York,
died from head injuries sustained in a skiing accident in Utah over
winter break. And in mid-February, eighteen-year-old Bradley Ginsburg ’13 of Boca Raton, Florida, was found dead in Fall Creek
Gorge after being reported missing by his roommate. Ginsburg was
an economics major in Arts and Sciences.

Lab work:
A rendering of
the planned
research building
on Manhattan’s
Upper East Side

WWW.GPOACCESS.GOV/PICTORIAL/INDEX.HTML

Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the U.S. House
of Representatives, will give the address
at Senior Convocation during Commencement Weekend. The event, which is open
to the public, will be held in Schoellkopf
Stadium. (In case of inclement weather,
tickets will be required for an indoor
ceremony.) A Democratic member of
Congress since 1987, Pelosi is the first
woman to serve as Speaker.

REDSQUARE, INC. FOR POLSHEK PARTNERSHIP ARCHITECTS

Speaker Pelosi Tapped for
Senior Convocation

New Students To Read Blade
Runner Book
The acclaimed 1968 science fiction
novel that inspired the film Blade
Runner will be the focus of this
year’s New Student Reading Project. Philip K. Dick’s Do Androids
Dream of Electric Sheep? takes
place in a dystopian future where
a lonely private eye hunts down
bioengineered robots who seek to
outlive their programmed lifespans. It will be read by freshmen
and transfer students, with faculty
leading discussions in August.
Communication professor Jeff Hancock, who will speak at one of five
campus forums, notes that although
Dick’s vision of humanlike androids has not yet come to pass,
it has been realized to some extent in the form of online avatars
in virtual worlds like Second Life. “The future in a way is here,
and we need to be thinking about our behaviors in digital
spaces,” he says. “It has a lot of implications for ethics and
for student behavior—and the idea that whatever you do online
leaves traces.”
To participate in the project, go to http://reading.cornell.edu.

Medical Research Building
Moves Forward
The Board of Trustees has voted to approve construction of Weill
Cornell’s new $650 million Medical Research Building. To be
located on East 69th Street between First and York avenues, the
476,000-square-foot facility will be the “epicenter of experimental
research” at the Medical College, says associate provost and executive vice dean Stephen Cohen. It will have thirteen floors of laboratories as well as teaching space and conference facilities.
Excavation and foundation work began last July, with a target
completion date of July 2013.

Tuition Approaches $40K in
Endowed Colleges
Undergraduate tuition in the endowed colleges will rise 4.5 percent for 2010–11, to $39,450. With room, board, and mandatory
fees, the cost will total $52,316. In-state tuition in the statutory
colleges will rise the same dollar amount—$1,700—which constitutes a 7.9 percent hike, to $23,310. For out-of-staters, statutory
tuition will be the same as endowed. Graduate school tuition will
not increase, though tuition in the professional schools (law, business, and veterinary medicine) will go up 4.5 percent.
March | April 2010
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Multimedia Tribute
to Mike Abrams
In 1945, M. H.
“Mike” Abrams
came to Cornell to
teach English—and
he’s been here ever
since. Over the
course of his
remarkable career,
the Class of 1916
Professor of English
JASON KOSKI / UP
Emeritus has taught
students including Harold Bloom ’51 and
Thomas Pynchon ’59, written acclaimed
critical studies, lectured on the importance
of reading poetry aloud, served as the general editor for seven editions of the Norton
Anthology of English Literature—and gone
to every home football game. Those accomplishments, and many more, are chronicled
in the latest offering from the InternetFirst University Press, M. H. Abrams at Cornell. This multimedia work collects articles
written by and about Abrams, as well as
lectures, a bibliography, a photo gallery,
and other resources. Taken together, they
offer a rich portrait of a great scholar and
teacher who has been hailed as “an iconic
name in literary studies” by Professor Jeffrey Williams of Carnegie Mellon University.
M. H. Abrams at Cornell is available online
at http://ecommons.library.cornell.edu/
handle/1813/14294 and can be purchased as a
book and two-disc DVD from the Cornell Store
at http://site.booksite.com/3635/nl/?list=CNL5.

Trial size: Law students
participate in the 2009 Cuccia
Cup Moot Court Competition.
ROBERT BARKER / UP

As Economy Flounders, Law School
Applications Surge
The Law School has seen a dramatic jump in applications: 52.5 percent over the previous
year. More than 6,000 aspiring lawyers sought admission for 2010–11, a school record.
According to school officials, some increase was expected—since applications are up 5
percent nationwide and the number of LSAT test-takers has risen 20 percent, as people
seek alternatives in a difficult job market—but the huge hike was unexpected. Possible
reasons include Cornell’s small-town location, which makes it more affordable than urban
schools. “I’d like to think a big part of the explanation is that the word’s getting out,”
says Dean Stewart Schwab. “Cornell is a great place to study law.”

Give My Regards To...
These Cornellians in the News
Agricultural economics professor Andrew
Novakovic, named by U.S. Agriculture
Secretary Tom Vilsack to the new federal
Dairy Industry Advisory Committee.
Daniel Huttenlocher, dean of the Faculty
of Computing and Information Science,
named to the board of the MacArthur
Foundation.
Cornell computer science professor Fred
Schneider ’75, named to the federal
Defense Science Board.
Hotel school marketing professor Chekitan Dev, honored by the Hospitality Sales

14

and Marketing Association International
as one of the field’s “top twenty-five
most extraordinary minds.”
Applied and engineering physics professor
Watt Webb, winner of the Alexander Hollaender Award in Biophysics from the
National Academy of Sciences.
Javaid Sheikh, interim dean of Weill Cornell Medical College in Qatar, named to
the position on a permanent basis.
Nutrition professor David Levitsky, winner
of the Excellence in College and University Teaching Award from the USDA.
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Seventy-six-year-old Isao Fujimoto, who
was granted a PhD in development sociology in February—nearly fifty years
after he began his doctoral studies.
Engineering professor Jack Muckstadt,
named a Weiss Presidential Fellow by the
Cornell Board of Trustees.
Chemical engineering professor Matthew
DeLisa, given a Young Investigator award
from the American Chemical Society.
Computer engineering professor Salman
Avestimehr, winner of a $442,000 NSF
Early Career Development Award to support his work on wireless networks.
André Bensadoun, emeritus professor of
nutritional sciences, awarded an honorary
professorship at France’s Institut Polytechnique de Toulouse, his alma mater.
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R&D
More information on campus research
is available at www.news.cornell.edu

From the Hill

Deep dish:
Puerto
Rico’s Arecibo
Observatory

Medical College researchers have designed a screening tool
for adult diabetes. The survey assesses risk factors such as
age, gender, and exercise levels, and advises high scorers
to follow up with their doctors for diagnosis.
BARKER

A Starry Outlook for Arecibo?
As Cornell’s Arecibo Observatory continues to struggle for survival,
a final report to Congress has offered some good news: the facility’s radar system was found to play a unique role in identifying
near-Earth objects (NEOs). The National Research Council’s report,
which examined NASA’s progress in meeting Congressional mandates to search for NEOs that might threaten the planet, said that
immediate action is necessary to keep Arecibo operating. The
observatory’s fate has been uncertain since 2006, when an NSF
advisory panel recommended its budget be slashed, which could
force its closure. Says astronomy professor Don Campbell, PhD ’71:
“We hope that NASA and the NSF take seriously the committee’s
strong recommendation that the Arecibo program be supported.”

Glee Club Sells Out
Kennedy Center
The Glee Club’s January tour of the Northeast featured sold-out
concerts at such venerable venues as the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C., and Lincoln Center’s Alice Tully Hall. The tour also
included a public concert at the Newseum in Washington, a performance for the Supreme Court (at the invitation of Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg ’54), and a show at Boston’s historic Old South
Church, as well as school workshops and alumni receptions. When
the group returned to campus, it held a benefit concert in Sage
Chapel to raise funds for a Cornell-affiliated medical clinic that has
been aiding thousands of injured and displaced victims of the
Haiti earthquake.

Admissions’
Davis to Depart
Cornell’s chief admissions officer is
leaving. Associate provost for
admissions and enrollment Doris
Davis will open her own educational consulting business—
though not until the Class of 2014
has been finalized. During Davis’s
tenure, the student body became
more ethnically diverse, applicaBARKER
tions rose, Cornell increased financial aid for less affluent families, and the acceptance rate fell to
an all-time low of 19.1 percent. The University received more than
36,000 applications for the Class of 2014—a 5 percent increase
over the previous year—including nearly 3,600 seeking early
admission.

As New York debates legalizing supermarket wine sales,
applied economics and management professor Bradley
Rickard has conducted simulations of its economic impact.
He found that while grocery stores and wineries would
benefit, liquor stores could see sales drop by as much as
32 percent.
The U.S. Department of Energy has awarded chemistry professor emeritus Harold Scheraga and colleagues 6 million
supercomputer processing hours. They’ll study the mechanisms behind protein folding, which could lead to insights
into such diseases as Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, and cancer.
Chemical engineer Paul Steen wants to help humans walk
on walls. Inspired by a beetle that can stick to a leaf with
a force 100 times its weight, his team has invented a
palm-sized device that uses surface tension for rapid
adhesion.
Tiny invertebrates known as bdelloid rotifers have evolved
a novel method of escaping parasites and pathogens: when
they sense danger, they dry up and blow away. Neurobiology and behavior professor Paul Sherman found that when
the rotifers are exposed to water, they come back to life.
Fig trees retaliate when fig wasps fail to hold up their end
of the bargain, neurobiology and behavior grad student
Charlotte Jander says. Normally, figs house the wasps’
eggs, and in return the insects pollinate the fruit. But if
the wasps fail to do so, the tree drops the eggs, killing
the larvae.
Aquatic animal medicine professor Paul Bowser ’70 has
found a deadly fish virus in Lake Superior—meaning it has
now been documented in all of the Great Lakes. Viral hemorrhagic septicemia causes fatal anemia in fish, but poses
no threat to humans.
To be happy, people need to be around others of similar
beliefs, finds sociologist Matthew Brashears. He argues
that collective norms—not just individual religious or
philosophical beliefs—are key to helping humans make
sense of a complex world and overcome adversity.
The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act has awarded
human ecology professor Gary Evans and colleagues $1.4
million over two years to study the effects of child
poverty. The researchers plan to examine how factors such
as chronic stress alter brain structure and function.
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‘We Got a Winner’

PATRICK SHANAHAN

Kent Austin takes over as head football coach

F

our weeks and four days after
Jim Knowles ’87 announced
his resignation as Cornell’s
head football coach, athletic director Andy
Noel stood at a podium in Schoellkopf
House to introduce his successor. “We
wanted a winner and we got a winner,”
said Noel, going on to say that Kent Austin
had been appointed as the University’s
twenty-sixth head coach after an “intense,
thorough search” that had reviewed more
than 100 candidates.
The forty-six-year-old Austin comes to
the Big Red from the University of Mississippi, where he was the offensive coor-

dinator for the past two years. Under his
direction, the Ole Miss offense averaged
30.8 points and 405 yards per game,
using an effective mix of running and
passing to keep opponents off balance. As
a quarterback at Mississippi from 1982 to
1985, Austin had been a prolific passer
(6,184 yards) and four-time member of
the Academic All-SEC team. After college,
he spent one season with the NFL’s St.
Louis Cardinals before migrating north to
the Canadian Football League. He played
for ten years in the CFL, known for its
wide-open offenses, winning the Grey
Cup (league championship) twice. After

his playing career ended, he coached in
the league, winning the Grey Cup as an
assistant coach with Toronto and again as
head coach of Saskatchewan.
After being introduced, Austin proclaimed, “We’re not in this to be competitive. We’re in this to be champions.” He
expressed confidence that the Cornell
football program could be elevated to a
higher level, one that would produce not
only Ivy League titles but would “help
young men to be great leaders.”
Although he played football in the
Deep South and the True North, Austin
was born in Massachusetts and grew up

Meet the press: The Big Red’s new head football coach is interviewed in Schoellkopf House in February.
16
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in Connecticut. “I’m familiar with the Ivy
League,” he says, “and this is an area
where both my wife and I have roots, so
it’s not unfamiliar territory.” He found
Cornell appealing, he says, because it is a
university that has high standards, with
people who “understand the value of
excelling in everything you do.” And he
frankly admits that he enjoys the challenge of “accomplishing something that
hasn’t been done in the past, and that a
whole lot of naysayers say can’t be done.”
Austin acknowledges the difficulties of
recruiting in a conference where there are
no athletic scholarships—and Cornell often
has a hard time competing for prospects
against the richer schools. He says he will
recruit realistically, pursuing players who
are well-suited to what Cornell has to offer.
“We have to accurately identify what our
strengths are as a university and find the
student-athletes that fit—academically, athletically, socially—as best we can. And then
we’ll quantify the results of that. If it’s not
paying off properly, we’ll tweak it, so we
can home in on the players who give us the
best chance to win.”
At the press conference, Noel said that
he felt strongly about Austin’s suitability
after spending only a few minutes with
him, and that his initial impression was
reinforced as the process moved forward.
Susan Murphy ’73, PhD ’94, vice president for student and academic services,
echoed that praise; she said she believed
that Austin “knows the challenges we’re
facing” and is well-equipped to address
them. The players who attended the press
conference also seemed pleased with the
choice. Safety Anthony Ambrosi ’11 told
the Daily Sun that Austin “runs an exciting offense, and I think he’s exactly what
the team needs right now.”
— Jim Roberts ’71

Sports Shorts
HONORING ADAM On January 31, the wrestling team took on Iowa State, ranked No.
2, in a match that showcased two of the best squads in the country, but—more
important—honored the memory of Adam Frey ’09, a former teammate who died of
cancer in December. While Cornell lost the match 24-13, it was a gratifying evening
for the crowd of more than 4,000 that packed Newman Arena, as $8,000 was raised
for the Adam Frey Fund (to donate, go to http://adamfrey.us).
COACHING KUDOS As the men’s lacrosse team prepared to
take the field to begin practices, news of another honor for
last year’s outstanding season arrived. In January, Jeff Tambroni was named the FieldTurf Division I Coach of the Year.
Tambroni led the Big Red to a 13-4 record and into the
2009 national championship game, its second Final Four
appearance in the last three seasons. He won the same
award in 2007.
STEPPING DOWN After 27 years as a collegiate athletic
director, Laing Kennedy ’63 will end his career in athletic
administration. He has announced that he will retire as athletic director at Kent State University, a position he has
held since 1994. Previously, Kennedy spent 11 years as Cornell’s athletic director, during which time the Big Red won
Jeff Tambroni
nine national championships and 36 Ivy League titles. As
an undergraduate, he was an outstanding goalie on the men’s hockey team.
Bill Lazor

BACK TO SCHOOL Former Cornell quarterback Bill Lazor ’94
will return to the college game for the first time in seven
seasons, as he has been named the offensive coordinator at
the University of Virginia. Lazor spent the last two years as
quarterback coach with the NFL’s Seattle Seahawks. He also
served as an assistant coach with the Washington Redskins
and the Atlanta Falcons, and he was an assistant coach at
Cornell before becoming offensive coordinator and quarterbacks coach at the University at Buffalo under Jim Hofher
’79, his head coach during his Big Red playing career.

TOP KICK Already a member of the Cornell Athletic Hall of Fame, Bruce Arena ’73
has been selected to the National Soccer Hall of Fame Class of 2010. Named on 78
percent of the ballots in the “Builders” category, Arena has enjoyed great coaching
success, winning five national championships at the University of Virginia and two
Major League Soccer Cups as head coach of D.C. United. Arena also led the U.S.
National team to its best World Cup finish since 1930, as the 2002 team reached the
quarterfinals. He is currently the general manager and head coach of the Los Angeles
Galaxy, who were the 2009 MLS runners-up.
SHOOTING STAR In January,
Evan Barlow ’09 was named
the MVP of the ECHL all-star
game. Barlow, who is playing for the Idaho Steelheads
in his first season as a professional hockey player, collected a game-high four
points, scoring two goals
and assisting on two others.
He was joined on the
National Conference team
by former teammate Sasha
Evan Barlow
Pokulok ’08, who spent
the first half of the season
with the ECHL’s Bakersfield
Condors before joining the Springfield Falcons of the AHL.
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Jeff Foote

Big Game
January 30, 2010
After completing the non-conference portion of its season
with a 14-3 record—with two of the losses coming to powerhouse squads from Kansas and Syracuse—the men’s basketball team began its Ivy League schedule with two wins
over Columbia and a 71-37 thrashing of Dartmouth. Next up
was Harvard, seen by many as the team most likely to challenge the Big Red for the league title. A tight game was
anticipated, but Cornell jumped out to a 38-24 halftime
lead and kept pouring it on before an ecstatic Newman
Arena crowd to post an 86-50 victory. Seven-foot center
Jeff Foote ’09 led the onslaught with 16 points and nine
rebounds. Jeremy Lin, Harvard’s highly touted point guard,
led all scorers with 19 points, but was hounded all night by
the Cornell defense, recording only one assist while committing eight turnovers. In the week following the game, Cornell was ranked 25th in the ESPN/USA Today Coaches Poll—
the first time since 1951 that Cornell has had a nationally
ranked basketball team and the first time in more than a
decade that any Ivy League team has been ranked.

SHANAHAN
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An American in Paris
Lunch in Paris by Elizabeth Bard ’96 (Little, Brown)

W

hen the author meets a handsome Frenchman it’s not only
love at first sight, it’s love at
first bite of pavé au poivre. Elizabeth Bard’s
memoir is subtitled “A Love Story with
Recipes” for good reason. As she discovers the
unfamiliar customs of a new culture—shopping,
picking out the best boulangerie, buying an
apartment, the bureaucracy of getting married
in a foreign country—she shares the joys of
eating and cooking in France. She also modifies
her hard-charging New York ways and learns
to slow down and pay attention to life’s daily
pleasures.

Mary Putnam Jacobi & the Politics of Medicine in Nineteenth-Century America by
Carla Bittel, PhD ’03 (North Carolina). Mary
Putnam Jacobi, a physician in late nineteenth-century New York, refuted claims
that young women were fragile and could
not withstand the rigors of higher education. Her work demonstrated that women
were most healthy when they were educated and physically active. She insisted
that social limitations, not biology, held
women back and threatened their health. Jacobi “used the tools
of scientific medicine to prove that women were biologically capable of being equal players in the public sphere,” argues Bittel,
assistant professor of history at Loyola
Marymount.
Property Outlaws by Eduardo M. Peñalver
and Sonia K. Katyal (Yale). Property laws
provide stability, yet productive civil disobedience is sometimes necessary to keep
the system of private ownership from
becoming outdated. Peñalver, a professor
at Cornell’s Law School, and his co-author
focus on the role of people “who have
sought to challenge the prerogatives of ownership in search of a
more just social order.” They show how the actions of protesters,
squatters, pirates, and file-sharers have paradoxically brought
about improvements in private property and intellectual property
laws. The authors’ goal is “not to undermine the institution of
property but to better understand its complexity and dynamism.”
20

Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

Cheap Meat by Deborah Gewertz and
Frederick Errington, PhD ’70 (California).
Flap meat, a fatty cut of lamb and mutton from New Zealand and Australia, is
inexpensive and widely available in
Papua New Guinea and Pacific Island
nations. “Nutritionally dense and often
hard to come by, it not only tastes good,
but also has the allure of modernity,”
write two anthropologists who have
researched the cultural and health effects of the trade in flaps.
They found that while the meat was a beneficial protein source
in Papua New Guinea, it might be contributing to obesity, diabetes, and hypertension among Pacific Islanders.
Phlogs by George Stranahan
and Nicole Beinstein Strait ’93
(People’s Press). Words and
pictures come together in this
book about the life and photography of George Stranahan,
physicist, professor, rancher,
founder of Flying Dog brewery,
philanthropist, former head of
the Aspen Community School,
and friend of Hunter S.
Thompson and Ralph Steadman. Starting out by imitating the
work and subject matter of Ansel Adams and Edward Weston,
Stranahan grew into his own idiosyncratic style. “As I look at
my photos now,” he says, “I think that perhaps they are the
serious work of my life.”
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Fiction
The Cloak and the Parchments by Frank
Spinella ’76, JD ’79 (Resource). In
Spinella’s first novel, the evangelist Mark
journeys to Rome as the debate between
Peter and Paul about the future of Christianity unfolds.

Non-Fiction
The Rise and Fall of the American Medical
Empire by Robert A. Linden ’71, MD ’75
(Sunrise River). An internist and geriatrician examines four problems that affect
U.S. health care—the disappearance of
primary care medicine, the insurance system, the influence of the pharmaceutical
industry, and malpractice litigation—and
offers pragmatic solutions.
William Blake on Self and Soul by Laura
Quinney, PhD ’87 (Harvard). A professor of
English at Brandeis analyzes the poet
Blake’s objection to empiricism as a “science of despair” and how he sought to
repair the loneliness of the modern soul.
The Ups & Downs of a Rural Line by David
Marcham ’53 (The History Center). The
Elmira, Cortland & Northern Railroad operated from 1867 to 1967, enjoyed its best
years in the 1920s and during World War
II, and then fell into decline. Marcham
gives a thorough picture of the investors
who built the railroad and the men who
performed the dangerous work.
Hyperconflict by James H. Mittelman, PhD
’71 (Stanford). A professor of international
relations at American University examines
the effects of globalization on world security and outlines a roadmap for peace and
stability.
Great Public Squares by Robert F. Gatje,
BArch ’51 (Norton). Gatje, an architect and
former partner of Marcel Breuer and Richard
Meier ’56, BArch ’57, demonstrates how
famous squares in Europe and the United
States provide stimulating public spaces.
• Fat Hat • Maggie London • Spanner •

Rhetorica in Motion edited by Eileen E.
Schell and K. J. Rawson ’03 (Pittsburgh). A
doctoral candidate in cultural rhetoric and
her colleague at Syracuse University gather
essays on feminist rhetorical research
methods and methodologies.

January–March • Thursday–Saturday • 10 am–6 pm
April 1: Monday–Saturday 10 am–6 pm, Sunday 12–4 pm
378 Main St., Aurora, NY 13026 • (315) 364-7715

• 600 West • Planet • Elliott Lauren • Cartise •

Diversity’s Promise for Higher Education by
Daryl G. Smith ’65 (Johns Hopkins). Colleges and universities must make diversity
as central to their mission as teaching and
research to become more relevant, counsels
a professor of education and psychology at
Claremont Graduate University.

• Alex Evening • Ursula • Brighton •

• Vera Bradley • Andria Lieu • Pleats •
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Summer
Programs
&
Sports
Camps
Exciting
academic and
athletic
summer
programs for
children
and young
adults
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C

lad in a Tyvek cle

CAMP REGIS-APPLEJACK
Co-ed 6-16
Where the fun never stops! Over 50 activities,
including sailing, waterskiing, tennis, athletics, drama, art, wilderness trips, mountain
biking, and more! Friendly, multicultural
atmosphere. Spectacular location on a pristine
Adirondack lake. Cabins with rustic living
room, fireplace, and bathrooms. Familyowned since 1946. 4- and 8-week sessions
with intro 2-week program available.
For video and brochure, write or call:
Michael Humes
60 Lafayette Road West, Princeton, NJ 08540
(609) 688-0368
www.campregis-applejack.com
ACA Accredited
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Shaken Up
Cornellians report from the front lines
of the Haitian disaster

S

ince a massive earthquake struck Haiti on the
afternoon of January 12, images of the devastation have been beamed around the globe. But
Elizabeth Fox ’09 and nutrition grad student Rebecca Heidkamp
witnessed it firsthand. The two were working for a nutrition program at a Cornell-affiliated clinic in Port-au-Prince; Heidkamp
was training Fox, who’d been in the country all of five days. “All
of a sudden there was this rumbling and the floor started moving and things started falling,” recalls Heidkamp, who has lived
in Haiti off and on since 2006. “We were all paralyzed, waiting

for it to end, but it kept going. We just stood where we were
instead of running out, which was foolish. But we were lucky—
the building didn’t collapse.”
Before night fell, the two made their way to the townhouse
complex where they lived, a walk of more than an hour. “There
were buildings collapsed all around us,” Heidkamp says. “The
streets were full of people, everyone moving. Overall, it was
shockingly calm, in that everyone was on a mission to find their
loved ones—though of course there were terrible things happening all around.”

Structural failure: During his visit to Haiti, civil engineering professor Ken Hover took thousands of
photographs, including this image of a woman walking past the ruins of a home in Port-au-Prince.
24
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Heidkamp and Fox were among the fortunate ones. Their
homes were relatively intact—though they and their neighbors
spent the night outdoors—and they had access to food and water.
Thanks to her long tenure in Haiti and fluency in Creole, Heidkamp was able to get them on a bus to the neighboring Dominican Republic, where Fox has family; from there, Heidkamp flew
back to New York City, where she spent the next several weeks
helping faculty at Weill Cornell Medical College coordinate the
relief effort. In mid-February she returned to Haiti for a week to
help run a nutrition program for refugees, aimed at children
under five and pregnant and lactating women. “It was completely devastating and tragic,” she says, “to know that a place
and people I love so dearly have lost so much.”
The clinic Heidkamp and Fox work for, known by the
French acronym GHESKIO, is an infectious disease facility
geared toward the treatment of HIV and tuberculosis. Founded
in the Seventies by medicine professor and Haiti native Jean

Pape, MD ’75, and his former faculty mentor, tropical medicine
professor Warren Johnson, it has been affiliated with the Medical College ever since. The clinic has two sites: the original in
the heart of Port-au-Prince and a newer facility north of the city,
near the airport and the American embassy.
The earthquake left both sites damaged but functional; Pape
himself suffered a minor knee injury when debris fell from the
ceiling during a meeting with international health officials. In the
wake of the catastrophe, GHESKIO found itself called upon not
only to provide medical treatment but to tend to the thousands
of refugees who took up residence on and around the clinic
grounds. “Dr. Pape feels like the camp is his responsibility,” says
civil engineering professor Ken Hover, PhD ’84, one of the many
Cornell faculty who have contributed expertise to the relief
effort. That has included advising Pape on such issues as how to
provide sanitary facilities for thousands of refugees—in a city
where the water table is too high to dig conventional latrines.

Help wanted: The grounds of the Cornell-affilliated GHESKIO clinic have become a refugee camp housing several thousand people needing food, clean water, medical care, and sanitary facilities.
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Necessities of life: Two children carry water at GHESKIO.

Starting a week after the quake,
Hover—an authority on cement, concrete,
and masonry—spent five days in Port-auPrince, assessing the damage to the
GHESKIO buildings. “Getting over there
was a lesson in itself,” he says. “We went
in a U.S. government convoy on an
absolutely traffic-choked road for twelve

another; I saw buildings in which the distance between floors was six inches or
less, crushing every single thing. And every
place you see a flat spot, like a city park,
you see refugee tents.”
The downtown GHESKIO buildings
are a maze of connected structures, some
adapted from other purposes and dating
from 1915; the newer campus includes a state-of-the art
research center, named in
honor of Johnson and dedicated just last year. All in all,
Hover says, the structures
held up relatively well. “In
general what we observed fit
the classical patterns for
earthquake damage,” he says.
“The good news is that in
every case for the GHESKIO
buildings, whether the old
ones or the new ones, there
were no collapses or partial collapses.
There remain serious questions about how
much money should be spent in rehabilitating or repairing versus building new
structures, but there was no loss of life.”
Hover is full of praise for Pape, marveling
that within days the clinic was back up

‘I saw entire hillsides,
entire residential
communities
obliterated—nothing
left but rubble,
entire city blocks gone.’
hours. Without the major port and the
airport, you’re left with a lane-and-a-half
road from Santo Domingo.” Hover
stayed in Pape’s neighborhood, in a
mountainous area about an hour’s drive
from GHESKIO; the daily commute
offered a view of the wider devastation.
“Even though I had been watching CNN,
I just could not comprehend it,” he says.
“I saw entire hillsides, entire residential
communities obliterated—nothing left but
rubble, entire city blocks gone. There are
so many buildings in which the vertical
support system failed utterly and the
floors came down stacked on one
26

and running, treating patients both
indoors and out, eventually in cooperation with a U.S. government field hospital that took up residence on its grounds.
“Post-op is in a courtyard,” Hover says.
“If you’re lucky you’re under a tin roof,
and if you’re not you’re under a tarp
that’s strung between the palm trees.”
Among the other Cornell faculty who
went to Haiti in the wake of the disaster
was Jay Lemery, an emergency medicine
professor who traveled on behalf of a
Harvard-based program to assess child
welfare issues. “Children were vulnerable
before this,” he notes, “and now they’re
even more vulnerable.” In addition to
providing a limited amount of medical
treatment, such as basic first aid and
wound care, Lemery and his colleagues
visited dozens of sites in Haiti and the
Dominican Republic, meeting with NGOs
and the military and touring camps,
orphanages, and hospitals. “This society,
which had no reserve whatsoever, got
completely sucker-punched,” he says.
“Haiti was one of the most destitute
places in the world, certainly in the Western Hemisphere. It was a rough place
before the earthquake, and whatever
organizations kept it at basic levels of
functioning got hit hardest, because they
were the ones with the tallest buildings—
which were paradoxically the weakest.”
Visiting GHESKIO, Lemery says he
told Pape that Weill Cornell has “a whole
army of people that want to come help
you.” But he was suprised to learn that
the major impediment to hosting volunteer health-care workers is not money or
supplies but security. A prison next to the
downtown clinic emptied out during the
quake, and Pape has had to negotiate
with gang members who have seized
power in the refugee camp, in the hope of
ensuring the equitable distribution of supplies. Such issues, Lemery says, are stymying the recovery effort and making an
already tragic situation that much worse.
“We saw huge amounts of people idle,
with no economic opportunity, displaced
from their homes and their families, some
of them gravely injured, living in tents,”
Lemery says. “There’s no end in sight;
there’s not even enough tents. And everyone’s talking about the rainy season.”
— Beth Saulnier

To contribute to GHESKIO’s relief efforts, go to
weill.cornell.edu/globalhealth or send checks, made out to
“WCMC-GHESKIO,” to Weill Cornell Medical College Center for
Global Health, 440 East 69th Street, New York, NY 10021.
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Liar’s Club
The Informant! takes a wacky look at an alum
who spied for the FBI

JACOB WILLIS

M

ark Whitacre is a hero
for blowing the whistle
on an outlaw conglomerate. He’s a compulsive liar who got his hand caught in
the corporate cookie jar. He suffers from
bipolar disorder. He was screwed over by
the FBI. He got the second chance he
deserves. He’s a con man extraordinaire.
Any and all of those things may be
true. And nowadays, Whitacre, PhD ’83,
is also chief operating officer of a small
biotechnology firm, Cypress Systems Inc.,
in Fresno, California—a job he walked
into after nine years in federal prison. The
nutritional biochemistry grad is the main
character in a darkly comic film called
The Informant!, based on the book by
28

IMDB

Kurt Eichenwald; it came out on DVD in
February.
The movie chronicles Whitacre’s midNineties tenure as an FBI mole at Archer
Daniels Midland (ADM), the agribusiness
giant that once proclaimed itself “supermarket to the world.” It explores the dissonant, complex, and manic mind of a man
who managed two major divisions of his
company while spying for the government.
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To tell the truth:
Mark Whitacre, PhD
’83 (above), now
runs a California
biotech firm. Left:
Matt Damon plays
him onscreen.

With an overstuffed (and Golden
Globe-nominated) Matt Damon in the
lead role, the movie is full of comic
touches. But the reality was far from
funny, says Whitacre, and the racing
thoughts and interior monologues—on
topics from indoor swimming pools to
Japanese panty-vending machines—are the
inventions of a Hollywood screenwriter.
Still, Whitacre says he’s not insulted by
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were sentenced to federal prison, each
serving three years. In 1997, the company
was fined some $500 million, then the
largest antitrust penalty in U.S. history.
Whitacre himself served nine years for
fraud and embezzlement. In one of the
final scenes in The Informant!, he leaves
prison—wearing a Cornell sweatshirt
under his jacket. As Whitacre recalls it, he
did indeed meet his long-suffering wife at
the gate, but he was actually wearing a
dress shirt. “They added the sweatshirt in
the movie,” Whitacre says. “I thought it
was a nice touch.”
— Franklin Crawford
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any of it. He sees director Steven Soderbergh’s movie as a fine portrayal of a man
under incredible pressure while suffering
from an undiagnosed mental illness.
In all, Whitacre gave the FBI 239 surveillance tapes detailing international
price-fixing deals for lysine, citric acid,
and high fructose corn syrup that cost
consumers billions of dollars. But his is no
simple David and Goliath story. Whitacre
embezzled $9 million from ADM while
undercover, a fact that nearly ruined the
FBI’s case when it came to light—though
some of the agents involved in his case are
now seeking a presidential pardon for
him. “He really screwed up by stealing,”
agent Dean Paisley told CNN. “Be that as
it may, how many hundreds of millions
would have been stolen if [ADM] wasn’t
stopped by Mark Whitacre? He is a
national hero, in my eyes.”
Today, Whitacre blames his misdeeds
on a combination of undiagnosed bipolar
disorder and stress. “I was undercover for
three years without any psychological
help,” he says. “They treated me like a
robot. I had a recorder in my briefcase,
another in my jacket, and one in my notebook.” He’s quick to point out that “poor
decision-making around financial matters” is a classic symptom of severe bipolar disorder and says that in his distorted
thinking at the time, he felt entitled to the
money. “I don’t believe that anymore,” he
says. “It was wrong, I was wrong, and all
that money was paid back.”
He also says that youthful ambition
and greed played big roles in his behavior;
industry insiders once considered him a
shoo-in for president of the company. “I
remember him as a superb student, one of
the best I ever had in my twenty-eight
years of teaching at Cornell,” says his former thesis adviser, nutritional science professor emeritus Gerald Combs Jr., PhD
’74. “He was extremely enthusiastic, very
smart with a lot of energy. The technicians
at the lab would joke at morning meetings
about not giving any coffee to Mark
because ‘he’s already too revved up.’ ”
ADM headhunters had lured Whitacre
away from a German competitor after he
built a successful lysine production plant in
New Jersey, landing him a plum job at the
Fortune 100 company at the age of thirtytwo. He rose quickly, but began informing
for the FBI after ADM called in the agency
to investigate problems with its lysine production line. As the film depicts, an agent
was dispatched to interview Whitacre at
home. The executive went into a sweaty
panic and told his wife about price-fixing
at ADM; she insisted he come clean or she
would tell the agent herself.
Eventually, three top ADM executives
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What a Racquet
Dan Farrugia may have had the sweetest
internship in Cornell history

Visit
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LISA BANLAKI FRANK

Right-hand man: Dan Farrugia ’10—a.k.a. “Dan the Intern”—spent three months on
the pro tennis circuit working for his childhood friend, player Sam Querrey (inset).

I

magine you’re finishing up your junior year on the Hill and pondering
how to spend your summer. You
aspire to a career in sports law, but
don’t want to be office-bound in July and
August. Then you come across a helpwanted ad that reads something like this:
Participate in the creation of a unique
position. Earn national media coverage.
Learn new skills. Travel the world. Meet
well-connected people. Pays five figures.
How’s that for an internship?
Dan Farrugia ’10 didn’t have to apply
for the job; he invented it. In the spring of
2009, the ILR major sent his good friend
30

Sam Querrey—who happens to be one of
the best professional tennis players in the
world—a proposition via e-mail. Querrey
loved the idea, calling it “a no-brainer,”
and an internship was born.
From July through September, Farrugia accompanied Querrey to various stops
on the Association of Tennis Professionals
(ATP) World Tour—from California to
Connecticut to Bangkok. That was not
particularly remarkable; top players have
been known to travel with support staff.
But Farrugia’s role was unique in that he
was a jack-of-all-trades in the world of
aces, a sort of one-man entourage com-
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bining roles typically handled by coaches,
agents, or the athletes themselves. He
strung and gripped racquets, handled
ticket requests, made lodging and flight
reservations, and served as a sort of press
secretary for his pal. “Since Dan wants to
become involved in sports management,
this was a great opportunity for him to
get some perspective of what that is like,”
says the twenty-two-year-old Querrey,
who currently ranks fourth among American tennis players on the ATP Tour. “He
was constantly around athletes, their
agents, and their lawyers.”
The media soon took notice of Quer-
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people have taken exception to us, but we
try to stay respectful,” says Farrugia.
“We’re tennis fans first, even though we’re
rooting for Sam.”
Last spring, when the two decided to
craft a more professional relationship,
Farrugia said he didn’t need compensation. But Querrey insisted on giving him
3 percent of his winnings, on top of travel
expenses. “Professional tennis players are
on the road over half the year, so it can
get lonely,” says Querrey. “The biggest
benefit of having Dan around was his
company. We went to sporting events,
concerts, and dinners, and sometimes he
even joined in during my workouts.”
The arrangement also paid off professionally—on both sides. Farrugia
developed relationships with agents,
ATP tour executives, and representatives
of sponsoring companies such as Olympus America. Meanwhile, Querrey
thrived on the court, perhaps because he
didn’t have to sweat the small stuff. “As
a player, I want to spend as much of my
energy as possible worrying about tennis, working out, studying opponents,
and preparing for matches,” he says. “I
could focus on tennis, while Dan took

care of everything else.”
After Farrugia joined him, Querrey
promptly won a tournament in Los Angeles. Then he reached the finals in Indianapolis and Newport, Rhode Island,
defeated former U.S. Open champ Andy
Roddick in Cincinnati, and earned enough
points to win the summer Olympus U.S.
Open Series, meaning his prize money at
the U.S. Open (where he lost in the third
round) was doubled. By late September at
the Thailand Open (Farrugia took the fall
semester off), Querrey was ranked number twenty-five in the world, and Farrugia
had earned nearly $10,000.
Alas, the lucrative Sam-and-Dan Tour
ended with a freak injury in Bangkok.
Querrey fell through a glass table while sitting to tie his shoes, cutting his right forearm severely, and missed the rest of the season. He returned for the Australian Open
in January—but by the time he was Down
Under, Farrugia was back on the Hill, completing law school applications, though perhaps having made his mark on the world of
tennis. “There is definitely a chance of me
hiring another intern,” says Querrey. “But
Dan has set the bar pretty high.”
— Brad Herzog ’90
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rey’s full-service tennis concierge (there
were mentions on ESPN and in Sports
Illustrated), and his fellow American pros
were so struck by Farrugia’s ubiquity that
they playfully began to refer to him as
“Dan the Intern.” Call it a backhanded
compliment. “I was with him all the
time—at home and on the road,” says
Farrugia. “It’s sort of like I was always on
the clock, but half the time I was there as
a buddy.”
The two have been close since the
sixth grade, having grown up together in
Thousand Oaks, California. While Farrugia enrolled at Cornell, Querrey turned
down a scholarship offer from the University of Southern California, opting to
turn pro. Over the past few years, Farrugia watched his friend earn more than $1
million in prize money and work his way
up the rankings. Often, he watched him
in person; Farrugia was among a group of
high school pals who founded the “Samurai Club,” a headband-wearing, chestpainting, drum-banging cheer squad that
has earned a measure of fame (or infamy)
by introducing a Happy Gilmore flavor to
the traditionally staid world of tennis fandom. “There have been instances when
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Keisha Marie DePass ’96, MD ’00
With sadness we mourn the passing of one of our most
accomplished and dearest alumni, fellow class council
member Keisha Marie DePass, M.D., Cornell University
Class of 1996, Weill Cornell Medical College Class of 2000.
Much loved by her family, friends, classmates, and
patients, Keisha will be missed always. A memorial
scholarship fund has been established at Cornell so that
her legacy may continue to inspire future students the way
she inspired all those who knew her.
Whether you knew Keisha personally or are simply a member of her larger Cornell
family who would like to aid the next Dr. DePass in succeeding at Cornell University,
please consider joining us. To contribute, please send a check to: The Keisha Marie
DePass, M.D. Scholarship Fund, c/o Chantal Champagne, Director of Cornell Donor
Relations, 130 East Seneca Street, Suite 400, Ithaca, NY 14850. Gifts can also be made
online at https://www.giving.cornell.edu/give/. Please be sure to note the fund name,
‘Keisha Marie DePass, M.D. Scholarship Fund,’ in the special instructions box on the
online giving page.
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Arm in Arm
Working for the Defense Advanced
Research Projects Agency (DARPA),
neurologist and Army Colonel
Geoffrey Ling, PhD ’83, is
spearheading the effort to
create a robotic human
limb—and fast
CAM: Although advances have been made in artificial legs, you
noted in a story on “60 Minutes” that upper-extremity limb
replacement hasn’t much improved over what Captain Hook
wore in Peter Pan. Why is that?
Geoffrey Ling: When you think about it, all you ask your legs
and feet to do are to stand you upright and move you forward
and backward, pretty much. But you ask your hands to do
remarkable things—type, open your car door, go bowling. The
number of individual muscles in your hand far exceeds the number of muscles in your entire lower extremity.
CAM: Due to the use of body armor, soldiers who would have
died in previous conflicts are returning from Iraq and
Afghanistan alive but missing limbs. Was that the major motivation for the project?
GL: We were not going to leave these young men and women
without an appropriate limb replacement—and if one didn’t
exist, then someone had to invent it. So my leadership allowed
me to create a program using DARPA’s typical mission statement,
which is not to let technology stand in the way. We put together
a challenge to develop a replacement upper extremity—a fivefingered hand, a wrist that rotates, an elbow that bends, a shoulder that moves 360 degrees. We wanted it to be controlled as
naturally as possible, so the wearer doesn’t have to think about
crazy things like twitching their back muscles, but rather think,
“I want to grab a ball,” and their arm reaches out and grabs it.
That required tremendous advancements, both in engineering
and in our understanding of human physiology and neuroscience.
CAM: What kind of feedback are you getting from amputees
who’ve been testing the arm?
GL: It’s uniformly fantastic—beyond expectations. The arm is
really a miraculous thing. This is a Porsche. It has independently
moving fingers, a rotating thumb. It’s a tremendous piece of
equipment.
CAM: Will patients need surgery to control it?
GL: What I like about this is that it’s a program of choice. A
patient may say, “I want something I can just put on and get a
good level of function.” Well, they’ll have it. Another patient may
32
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say, “I’m a concert pianist” or “Working a keyboard is critical
to me,” so they’re willing to get surgery for a neural interface.
All of these arms are modular; if you’ve lost your hand, your arm
above the elbow, or your whole arm, we’ve got a replacement
for you.
CAM: What’s the timeline for the project?
GL: This is not an open-ended effort. We said, “You have to create the mechanical arm within two years”—twenty-four months.
And the neuro-controlled arm had to be ready for clinical trials
within four years. So this is not a project for the faint of heart.
CAM: Why did you join the military in the first place?
GL: After I earned my PhD, I did a postdoc at Sloan-Kettering
and joined the Cornell faculty in the Department of Pharmacology. Then I decided to go to Georgetown medical school, but I
didn’t have the money. I joined the Army because they gave me
a scholarship. That’s the honest truth.
CAM: After you fulfilled your scholarship obligation, why did
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mild concussion because of the war effort.
CAM: What other projects are you working on?
GL: Something called PHD, Predicting
Health and Disease. We wanted to figure
out who would get sick before they got
sick. The hypothesis was that your body
changes subtly in response to diseases—so
if I can find out what those changes are,
then I can intercede at a much earlier point.
CAM: How did you test that hypothesis?
GL: We took a group of healthy volun-

teers and exposed them to viruses. And
get this: within a few hours of exposure,
we can tell who will get sick and who will
not—and who will ultimately become
contagious. Imagine what it means for
something like H1N1. If I knew you
would be sick, I could treat you with
Tamiflu right away—and I’d need a lot
less to cure you because your viral load is
so low. You’d never lose a day of work.
Even though you were destined to be sick,
I could change that by treating you early.
It changes the definition of illness.
— Beth Saulnier
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you remain in uniform?
GL: Around 2001 I was thinking about
getting out. Then 9/11 happened, and it
changed everything. So I stayed in, and it
was a smart decision. I was able to
respond meaningfully—to go to war and
be a doctor for these kids, as well as do
research that I think is going to help them
and the world at large. The research that
DARPA is enabling is not just for the military. This is the American taxpayer providing the resources, and American scientists and engineers providing the
intellectual horsepower, to advance medicine in the whole wide world.
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CAM: How would you describe your job
at DARPA?
GL: I invent new research efforts. I get
graded by how many new ideas I come up
with and how many new research projects
I execute. I’ve got a lot of projects, some
of them pretty wacky.
CAM: Could you talk about the head
injury research you’ve also been overseeing?
GL: I helped run the ICU at a combat
support hospital in Afghanistan in 2003,
and in 2005 I was in Baghdad. One of the
things that struck me were these terrible
blast brain injuries. I thought about the
lessons I learned under my Cornell professors; they would always challenge me
to ask, What’s the mechanism? What’s the
underlying process? So I took a look at
this blast brain problem and said, “Where
is the first principle?” Nobody knew.
DARPA allowed me to start an effort to
elucidate the basic mechanism. The
researchers did over 240 separate blast
experiments and defined what’s a limited
traumatic brain injury, what is moderate,
what is severe. And they did this on the
cellular, biochemical, macro-anatomical,
and critical outcome levels—in twelve
months. What DARPA does, DARPA
does fast.
CAM: In a nutshell, what did the
researchers learn about these types of
injuries?
GL: They know when the brain starts to
react negatively to a blast explosion. The
first response is inflammatory, not unlike
any other trauma, like spraining your
ankle. Now they’re developing therapeutic approaches. If your son or daughter
has a mild brain injury from a sporting
event, your local emergency department
has nothing to offer. But at the end of
next year, I bet the drug that we give to
our soldiers will be available to kids who
get soccer injuries. It might be something
simple like Motrin. Can you imagine that?
We’re going to change the management of
March | April 2010
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Going strong: Nutrition professorJere Haas
(right) is working to prevent an early form
of anemia. Above: Red blood cells.

UP

Heavy Metal
A scientist tackles ‘hidden hunger’

A

nemia affects more than
1.6 billion people—nearly
25 percent of the world’s
population, most of them
women and children. Caused by insufficient dietary iron, the condition manifests
as a shortage of healthy red blood cells,
the workhorses of the body’s oxygentransport system. Cognitive deficits and
behavioral problems plague anemic children, while adults—most commonly,
pregnant and lactating women—exhibit
fatigue, depression, heart palpitations, and
suppressed immune function as their
organs suffer the cumulative insults of
oxygen deprivation.
Jere Haas, the Nancy Schlegel Meinig
Professor of Maternal and Child Nutrition and director of the Human Biology
Program in the College of Agriculture and
Life Sciences, has devoted more than two
decades to describing how anemia—and
the subclinical iron deficiency that precedes it—affects the human body, and
assessing strategies for public health interventions. An anthropologist by training,

34

he began his career nearly forty years ago
with a broad interest in how micronutrient malnutrition—known by aid organizations as “hidden hunger”—affects
everyday life in Latin America. In the
Eighties, he began homing in on the relationship among iron, altitude, and hemoglobin in highland people of Mexico,
Peru, and Bolivia.
Our bodies can’t produce iron, making
a balanced diet vital for staving off iron
deficiency. Omnivores get what they need
from meat; vegetarians who consume a
wide variety of fresh fruits and vegetables
can also maintain adequate stores. But
among college-aged vegetarians subsisting
on French fries and frozen yogurt, the precursor to anemia is almost as common as
it is in rural, impoverished areas of the
developing world. Haas recalls that when
he sought subjects for his first laboratorybased investigation of iron deficiency’s
physiological effects, launched in 1994,
recruiting enough participants on campus
seemed like a long shot. “I thought I’d find
maybe 10 percent if I was lucky,” he says.
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Instead, he found that as many as 30 percent of the Cornell undergrads who joined
the study were iron deficient. “It was a
phenomenal number.”
Haas had a hunch that the reduced
productivity and depressed mood that
plague those with full-blown anemia also
afflict the nearly 2 billion people worldwide
with the subclinical iron deficiency that
often goes undiagnosed and untreated. To
test the theory, he has combined meticulously controlled experiments in his Savage
Hall laboratory with field studies throughout the world. “I wanted to show that iron
deficiency caused a functional outcome,”
he says. “The best way is to have an intervention where half of the subjects get iron
and half get a placebo.” To enhance the
social value of his research, he partnered
with the nonprofit HarvestPlus to analyze
their large-scale, international programs to
combat hidden hunger. “It made sense to
link my work with the applied question of
delivery.”
In parts of the world where grocery
stores are ubiquitous, iodine in table salt
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boosts thyroid function, folic acid in
breakfast cereal helps prevent fetal neural
tube defects, and vitamin D-enhanced
milk staves off rickets. Such micronutrientenhanced processed foods have been a
staple in the U.S. since the Twenties,
transforming public health by making up
for diets lacking the micronutrients that
could also be supplied by the consumption of a rich array of whole foods. In
developing countries, where subsistence
diets include only a few staples, deficiencyrelated diseases run rampant. To fight
back, HarvestPlus—with funding from
the World Bank, the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation, and the U.S. Agency
for International Development, among
others—has launched plant breeding programs to boost the naturally occurring
levels of iron, vitamin A, and zinc in rice,
wheat, beans, maize, sweet potatoes, cassava, and millet.
In a nine-month, double-blind study in
the Philippines, where up to 60 percent of
women are iron deficient or anemic, Haas
and the late John Beard, PhD ’80, tested
the effect of enhanced rice on blood iron
levels in ten Roman Catholic convents.
Despite their data revealing a clear positive effect of the fortified rice in boosting
blood iron to healthy levels, Haas says
much work remains for such selectively
bred crops to improve public health.
Although the nuns were more than willing
to eat the rice, he worries that for the average woman struggling to feed her family,
biofortified staples may be a tough sell—
especially if selection for increased micronutrients diminishes the crop’s appeal to
local palates. As a co-principal investigator evaluating the efficacy of HarvestPlus’s
iron-fortified beans in Rwandan boarding
schools, Haas will continue grappling with
such questions for some time.
While Haas is fluent in Spanish and
spends about 20 percent of his time overseas, little of it is in the field. Instead, he’s
made it a priority to partner with local
scientists and government officials, including PhDs trained in his division who
return to their home countries. “There’s a
phenomenal network of our graduates
doing scientific research in the developing
world,” says Haas, whose former students
include university and government scientists in Australia, England, Mexico, Peru,
New Zealand, Nepal, Indonesia, Colombia, and Jamaica, as well as the U.S. “All
of us who work in development recognize
that we have to have partners who understand the politics and needs of the people.
Local collaborators are the best—they
know the answers on the ground.”
— Sharon Tregaskis ’95
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Dancing in the Straight
New CD collects vintage Peabody Band tunes
In the mid-to late Seventies, the Ithaca music scene featured two high-spirited, freewheeling original music ensembles: the Zobo Funn Band and the Peabody Band. The
groups had dedicated—and overlapping—followings who attended their gigs at Cornell
and in local clubs like the Haunt and the Rongovian Embassy, where “Zobo dancing”
and other hippie hijinks prevailed.
In 2004, Zobo Funn keyboardist David Arnay revisited some of the group’s recordings from that era and released a CD called Live at the Haunt. This year, Arnay did the
same for the Peabody Band, culling fourteen songs from 1975 and 1977 tapes to release
a CD called Archives on his N Studio Records label. Arnay, who is married to Peabody
Band vocalist Jill Ganon, says both collections are reminders of the “wacky, crazy, fun”
music that was heard on and around campus during that era, noting that many of the
Peabody Band’s most memorable gigs were in the Straight’s Memorial Room.
The Peabody Band had eight members, most of whom still live in the Ithaca area,
including principal songwriters Danny Speer and Chris Broadwell (now the proprietor of
Ithaca Guitar Works), drummer Mark Sammo (who operates Matrix Studio), and the
three Aceto brothers: Harry, Eric, and Robby, all of whom have numerous musical projects. Their Peabody Band music is quirky, fluid folk-rock with often ingenious arrangements, many of them featuring multi-part vocals and melodic violin solos by Eric Aceto.
If some of the songs go on for too long or have too many solos, they still constitute “a
rousing late hurrah for the counterculture,” as Arnay writes in the liner notes.
To celebrate the release of Archives, six members of the Peabody Band got together
to play at the Rongo in December. It was, says Arnay, a “rousing success,” and future
reunions are possible—as are more CD releases of material from the Zobo Funn Band
and Peabody Band tapes. Both CDs are available from CD Baby (www.cdbaby.com); all
proceeds are being donated to diabetes research in memory of Zobo Funn Band
guitarist-vocalist Jeremy Werbin, who died from complications of the disease.
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Bugging Out
Cornell bids farewell to its
premier insect sleuth

B
UPSTATE NEW YORK
HEART OF THE FINGER LAKES

66 ACRES: Farm Land and Woodlands.
40 tillable acres, soil maps available.
Good slope towards lake.
Crop land, possibly good for grapes.
Excellent hunting and recreation.
Features: Gorge, creek, waterfalls.
$225,000
Sue Ellen Balluff, Lic. Assoc. R.E. Broker
(315) 246-9405

Mel Russo, Lic. Real Estate Broker/Owner
(315) 246-3997 or (315) 568-9404
senecayuga@aol.com

www.senecayuga.com
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eetles that gnaw out of
hidey-holes in wooden
cuckoo clocks after lying
dormant for more than a
dozen years; bits of skin from phobic
folks who think bugs are crawling all over
them; mouse poop, fur balls, and sweater
lint misidentified as insect eggs or body
parts; tick heads, cockroach bits, and bed
bugs squashed to bloody smithereens.
Those are just a few of the oddities
that went under Carolyn Klass’s dissecting microscope during her four-decadeslong stint as the Miss Marple of Cornell
Cooperative Extension’s Insect Diagnostic Laboratory. But those days are over, as
Klass ’71 retired in January. Her departure creates a major void for the homeowners, master gardeners, and Ag and
Market reps who have relied on Klass’s
pest-identification expertise since the lab
opened in 1971. It was Klass who handled the first specimen of the dreaded
Asian longhorned beetle sent from Brooklyn in 1996. Last year, she identified the
leek moth, scourge of American and
Canadian leek crops.
Klass, who still stops by her office
once a week, long shared the cramped
Comstock Hall lab with other researchers.
She moves with ease in the tight space,
holding up a jar of European crane flies
(bane of golf courses in their larval stage)
for the inquiring photographer, or pulling
out a display rack of carefully identified
species—cockroaches, bed bugs, and beetles, pinned in place. Here and there stand
vials and jars that contain the luckless
husks of many an insect past. Piles of fact
sheets spill onto an examination table
next to the major tools of her trade: two
fiber-optic light-dissecting microscopes.
Klass grew up in Rockland County,
where her parents were avid gardeners;
over time, she learned that the jewel-like
Japanese beetle was a rose blossom’s
assassin, and that carpenter ants didn’t
build houses, they ate them. Still, she
found insects pretty cool—living reminders
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that even in a cozy suburb, it’s a jungle
out there. “Children are naturally fascinated by insects,” she says. “I guess I was
no different, really—with the exception
that my passion became my vocation.”
Klass was recently featured in the
New Yorker’s Talk of the Town section,
in a story that focused on her work identifying bed bugs. “Bed bugs weren’t a big
deal when I started here,” she says. “But
that’s changed quite a bit over the years.”
While charmed by the New Yorker piece,
Klass points out that profiling bed bugs
was just one small part of her job. In
addition to her insect-identification duties,
she delivered hundreds of talks to 4-H
groups as well as to master gardeners and
state and private pest control agencies.
Entomology department chair Jeff Scott
said he recently fielded two requests for
Klass to speak. “I had to tell them she’s
not available any longer,” he laments.
“They were pretty sad to hear the news.
I’m sad she’s leaving, too.”
It’s unclear if anyone will replace
Klass or if the Insect Diagnostic Laboratory will endure. This is no small matter:
with the Cornell imprimatur behind her,
Klass was the state’s leading authority on
insect pest queries and management. She
performed the vital sleuthing needed to
identify an apple maggot or a rhubarb
curculio or the fiendish oak skeletonizer
and published fact sheets on dozens of
pests. Samples continue to arrive at the
lab representing every household and outdoor bug imaginable, from stinging
insects to termites to the pests that bedevil
gardeners.
While other land-grant schools offer
similar services, Klass was in a class by
herself, says senior Extension associate
Rick Hoebeke. “She is a phenomenal
expert in the field; there’s no one like her,”
he says. “I just got a call from a Cooperative Extension agent in Ontario County
who was distraught over her departure.
He asked, ‘Who’s gonna help us now?’”
— Franklin Crawford
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Bye-bye, bed bugs: Now retired, Carolyn Klass ’71
still stops by her old lab. Above: The dreaded Asian
longhorned beetle. Right: Bed bugs on display.
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In the crease: An
origami alligator. Right:
Richard Alexander ’75
(left) wows the
crowd at a downtown
Ithaca bookstore.

FRANKLIN CRAWFORD

Paper Work
An origami career unfolds

Cornell Sheep Program
Blankets
Created from wool of
Cornell Dorset and
Finnsheep, each blanket is
serially numbered on the Cornell
Sheep Program logo and comes
with a certificate of authenticity.
Red stripes at each end and red binding
accent the 100% virgin wool.
Blanket sales help to support the Cornell
Sheep Program, and $10 from each sale
goes to an undergraduate scholarship
fund.
Lap robe (60 x 48 inches, 1 stripe) $80
Single (60 x 90 inches, 3 stripes) $111
Double (72 x 90 inches, 3 stripes) $122
Queen (78 x 104 inches, 3 stripes) $149
8% tax (within NY)
$8 per blanket shipping.
Cornell Orchards, Cornell Dairy Store, or
the Department of Animal Science,
114 Morrison Hall, Cornell University,
Ithaca, NY 14853-4801
Phone 607-255-7712
Fax 607-255-9829
www.sheep.cornell.edu
(click on blankets)
cspblankets@cornell.edu
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To a master paper folder, this magazine is far more than the sum of its pages. It could be
a herd of cattle, a pack of wolves, a flock of butterflies—the latter, in the words of
Richard Alexander ’75, symbolizing the “dissemination of ideas and beauty.” Alexander is
co-founder of Origamido Studio, a teaching and resource center, gallery, and production
facility for fine and decorative arts. Founded in 1996, the studio is largely known for the
high-quality paper it makes for master folders around the world, and for its installations
and exhibitions.
The studio is on the cutting edge—pardon the pun—of a centuries-old craft suddenly
in vogue. In addition to its popularity among hobbyists, origami offers insights into other
fields—for example, showing biologists and engineers novel ways to map how proteins
fold from random coils into three-dimensional structures.
Alexander serves as front man for the business, which recently moved to Hawaii from
Massachusetts; his business and life partner, Michael LaFosse, is its creative mind. But
Alexander is no slouch when it comes to paper-folding. At two presentations in Ithaca in
November, he displayed a seventeen-inch-long alligator fashioned from a single six-footby-six-foot sheet of paper. He says he started the piece and “was somewhere around 500
folds into the design when Michael jumped in.”
Alexander’s visit was sponsored by Guerrilla Griots, an Ithaca-based human rights and
media arts center. In addition to the alligator, Alexander brought a trunkload of materials
published by his company—mostly instructional books and DVDs—and a pile of do-ityourself paper dogs he uses to engage audiences in participatory paper-folding. He gave
demonstrations at a downtown bookstore and, at a local community center, presented a
PBS documentary on origami called “Between the Folds.”
A native of Dryden, Alexander comes back to the area regularly to visit family. He
credits his sixth-grade teacher with inspiring an early interest in paper-folding. “She used
quite a bit of origami in her teaching,” he says. “It was empowering to make a bird or a
box or a cup out of a plain piece of paper.” At Cornell, Alexander majored in systems biology (he studied enzyme activation in little brown bats) and went on to a career as a certified hazardous materials manager. Until 1988—when he met LaFosse, then working as a
chef in a Boston restaurant—he hadn’t so much as folded a paper airplane. “I was curious
about some items I saw lying around his apartment—paper insects, kangaroos,” Alexander
recalls. “Then he pulled a bunch of shoeboxes from a closet and showed me pieces
designed with a depth of realism I’d never seen in my life. I said, ‘Why are these in a
box? They belong in a museum.’”
— Franklin Crawford
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Tiny Trotters
Gordon Harris ’71 is a leading breeder of miniature horses

Horse sense: Time to frolic at Iona
Farm. Right: Gordon Harris ’71 and
a four-legged friend.

AMY HERZOG

T

here is cute. There is
adorable. And then there
is this: a miniature horse
stampede.
On a cloudless summer Saturday in
Clayton, Ohio, a barn gate opens, and out
gallop a couple dozen animals—bays and
red roans, palominos and chestnut pintos.
They’re all gorgeous, and none of them is
more than three feet tall. It’s a giggleinducing moment. Watching the tiny mares
and foals race into a paddock to graze is a
bit like watching a class of preschoolers
rush toward a plate of cookies.
But Gordon Harris ’71, owner of Iona
Miniature Horse Farm, raises minis for
more than just the fun of it. He has sold
horses for as much as $10,000 to buyers
as far away as England and Australia.
And he has selectively bred more than
250 foals, including world and national
champion show horses, collecting so
many ribbons and trophies that only a
40

fraction of them fill the annex to his 193year-old farmhouse. It is a vocation he
never envisioned while growing up in suburban Great Neck, New York. “When I
told people I got accepted into Cornell’s
agriculture school, I always added, ‘But
I’m not going to be a farmer,’ ” says Harris. “I was a science education major. I
had never seen horses. Farming was the
last thing on my mind.”
In 1986, Harris—along with his wife,
Bonnie, and their three children—were
attending the Ohio State Fair on a day
when mini horses happened to be on display. As they strolled through a barn, a
woman handed two-year-old Ashley a
lead rope and asked, “Would you like to
take my horse for a walk?” Off they
went, a toddler leading a mini, and the
family was hooked. “Before you knew it,
we had two mini horses in the backyard,”
says Harris, who also works as a psychologist in private practice. “One of
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them cost $5,000, and I was thinking,
What am I doing?”
Nearly a quarter-century later, Ashley
is a professional miniature horse trainer,
and on this day there are a total of
seventy-nine minis at six-acre Iona Farm.
All of them stand under thirty-four inches
at the withers, as measured from the last
hairs of the mane, which is the height
limit to be registered with the American
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Miniature Horse Association. (Most of a
mini’s growth takes place in the first year,
and many of the farm’s babies stand less
than two feet tall.) Some will be sold as
family pets, while others serve as breeding stock. In fact, Harris’s first purchase,
a horse named Anisette, is still having
foals, which have sold for more than
$80,000 over the years. Those earnings
pay for the family’s true passion—showing the minis in competition, which Harris says is much the same as showing
regular-sized horses “except we run with
them with a lead line instead of riding
them.” In that respect, he explains, it is
more like a dog show.
Indeed, the canine analogy comes up
often, whether Harris is describing the
minis’ amiable disposition, the fact that
they like to be petted and tend to follow
people around, or the price of doing business. “I can keep five minis for the cost of
one big horse; it costs me less to feed a
mini than my cocker spaniel,” says Harris,
who also owns five Chihuahuas and a toy
Australian shepherd. “But they’re lovable
animals. That’s the bottom line.” Indeed,
the Harrises have become quite attached to
the horses—whether it’s a black mare
named Sweet Charity who nursed an
orphaned foal, a twenty-eight-year-old
farm fixture named Scarlet who has earned
more than 250 first-place ribbons, or a
three-time world champion jumper named
Excalibur who can clear forty-four inches,
roughly equivalent to eight and a half feet
for a regular-sized horse.
Miniature horses are also relatively
safe and easy to handle, making them kidfriendly. So the Harrises are often asked
to give tours of the farm and to participate in local events, such as Independence
Day parades or visits to hospitals and
schools. “Part of the fun is showing them
off,” says Harris. “It’s incredibly rewarding. For instance, there are a lot of elderly
people around here who grew up on
farms, and now they’re confined to a
nursing home. But they just light up when
they see these little horses. Even if they’re
wheelchair-bound, we can bring the horse
right up to them so they can pet it.”
Most memorable was the time when
Harris brought a couple of horses to a
retirement home called Friendship Village,
where Harris met one woman who had
not walked on her own for several
years—until he brought a mini to her. “A
few minutes later, she got out of her
wheelchair, walked into the building, and
went to the cafeteria to get sugar cubes
for the horses,” says Harris. “They have
that kind of effect.”
— Brad Herzog ’90
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The lifestyle of your dreams is in this breathtaking
contemporary home. Custom designed and classically elegant, it encompasses 3+ acres in a private
setting, and is bordered by a natural preserve with
incomparable water vistas, sunsets, gorgeous lawns,
and gardens. Exquisitely appointed with 3 bedrooms, including a master suite on the first floor, the
expansive living space features a sensational custom-designed European kitchen and dining/living
room with fireplace. The expansive glass captures
the splendor of the changing seasons. The
office/library has a private bath, and the second
floor has an additional 2 bedrooms and bath.
Hardwood floors, built-in bookcases, and imported
tile are just a few amenities. The two-story, one
bedroom carriage house, designed with a Tuscan
flair, with fenced-in stone patio and gardens, is not
to be missed. Your guests will think that they are
vacationing in Italy. Price upon request.
For more information: http://www.teeterroad.com

Call Ann for a private showing
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Featured Selection
GLENORA 2007 VINTNER’S SELECT SYRAH

N

Wines
of the
Finger
Lakes

ew York’s Farm Winery
Act, passed in 1976,
provided incentives for
grape growers to start
their own wineries. The first winery to
be licensed under the act was Glenora
Wine Cellars, located on the west
side of Seneca Lake. Its winemaker,
John Williams ’74, would later
move on to Napa Valley as owner
of the renowned Frog’s Leap
Winery. His first crush at Glenora
in 1977 produced 5,000 cases of
mostly white wine made primarily from Chardonnay, Riesling,
and assorted French-American
hybrid grapes.
It’s unlikely that Glenora’s cofounder, Gene Pierce ’67, was
thinking at the time that thirty-three
years later he would be president of an
operation that produces 45,000 cases a year
of more than thirty different wines—but
that’s what happened. These days, an increasing percentage of Glenora’s production is red
wine made from vinifera grapes, and current
winemaker Steve DiFrancesco is particularly
proud of his 2007 Vintner’s Select Syrah.

Syrah is usually associated with the
warmer climates of southern France, California, and Australia (where it’s known
as Shiraz). Perhaps surprisingly, the grape
now seems to be catching on in the Finger Lakes, despite the cooler weather. In
recent years, several wineries have
offered small amounts of Syrah, some
of it remarkably good.
Glenora produced 293 cases of
its 2007 Vintner’s Select from grapes
grown by Norbud Farms on the east
side of Seneca Lake. It’s ruby red in
color, with a lovely aroma containing
hints of plum, cherry, and a smoky
quality found in many French Syrahs.
The flavor mirrors the aromatics, with
a pleasant peppery note sneaking into
the finish. This wine would make a
nice accompaniment to game, stews,
wild mushroom dishes, or firm cheeses
like Gruyere. Reasonably priced at about
$17 per bottle, it’s a pleasant surprise from
a stalwart Finger Lakes winery.
— Dave Pohl
Dave Pohl, MA ’79, is a wine buyer at
Northside Wine & Spirits in Ithaca.
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Obesity expert Louis Aronne says
excess weight isn’t a question of
willpower—it’s a medical problem.
His message to those struggling to
be slim: ‘It’s not your fault.’

Dr. Diet
By Beth Saulnier

W
Visit
CAM Online
for more

cornellalumni
magazine.
com
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Measure for measure: Dr. Louis Aronne with a
tape measure that marks the “danger zone” for
women’s waist size: 35 inches and up. For men,
it’s 40.

JOHN ABBOTT

henever Dr. Louis Aronne lectures to a
new crop of students at Weill Cornell
Medical College, he offers a variation
on the same lesson. To explain the limits
of willpower in weight loss, he asks a
student to hold his breath for a few
seconds, then for longer and longer intervals. “Do this every day,
and every week hold your breath for five more seconds,” Aronne
tells them. “In a year you should be able to hold your breath for an
hour, right?” At that point, everybody laughs; it’s a ridiculous
notion. “And I say, ‘Why can’t you? What happens is that something
tells you to breathe, because you’re suffocating. And the same thing
happens with weight. Something tells you to eat, because you’re
starving. It’s not as immediate; instead of happening over a minute,
it happens over days or weeks. But it’s the exact same mechanism.’”
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The longtime director of the Comprehensive
Weight Control Program at NewYork-Presbyterian
Hospital/Weill Cornell Medical Center, Aronne
is a nationally recognized authority on obesity
and its attendant health issues. He can be found
blogging on the Huffington Post about why
actress Kirstie Alley regained the eighty-three
pounds she lost on Jenny Craig, or on CNN
being interviewed about the questionable value
of the Cookie Diet. He’s even made multiple
appearances on “The Late Show”; Aronne is
David Letterman’s longtime internist, and he
diagnosed the TV host’s heart ailment a decade
ago. As Letterman says in a blurb on the back of
Aronne’s recent book: “Before we met, I was eating pork chops and candy for breakfast, lunch,
and dinner. No joke . . . Dr. Lou saved my life.”
That book is entitled The Skinny: On Losing
Weight Without Being Hungry, and its central
thesis is spelled out on the cover: “Can’t shed
those pounds? It’s not your fault. Dieting is not
about willpower.” Written with best-selling diet
book author Alisa Bowman, The Skinny outlines
Aronne’s philosophy that overweight and obe-

much fat causes so many different health problems,” Aronne says. “But it’s now completely
obvious that fat cells are little endocrine organs
that produce dozens of hormones that are critical for the body’s normal functioning. If these
hormones are produced in excess, they cause
many of the chronic diseases that we treat in
internal medicine, pediatrics, gynecology, and
other specialties.”
According to figures from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, since the early Sixties the percentage of American adults who are
overweight has stayed roughly the same—about
a third. But the number who are obese has more
than doubled, now comprising another third of
the population. And as Aronne notes, the percentage increase is even more dramatic among the
severely obese. Figures from 1960–62 show that
0.9 percent of the population had a body mass
index of 40 and above (the standard for being
simply overweight is a BMI of 25 to 29.9); by
2005–06, the number had increased nearly sevenfold, to 6.2 percent. “Why is that?” Aronne
muses. “What we’re beginning to understand is
that it’s not purely bad habits.
The system is far more complicated than that. The availability
of inexpensive, tasty, high-calorie,
high-fat, high-carb food clearly
plays a role, as does not getting
enough exercise. But what happens next is a subject of great
research interest, because it seems
to be that in people who are susceptible, what I’ve called a ‘feedforward’ mechanism develops.
And that is characterized by a
resistance of signaling pathways
to the normal physiologic signals
that come from the fat cells to
the brain.” In short, eating junk
food sparks a vicious cycle: “Not
only does it taste good. Not only
does it have too many calories. But when you eat
it, it interrupts the signal between the fat cell and
the brain.”
In particular, Aronne focuses on a fullness
hormone known as leptin, which is produced by
fat cells. In people of normal weight, leptin tells
the brain that it’s time to stop eating, that the
internal fuel tank is full. But as he describes it, an
excess of fat cells means an overload of leptin—
which disrupts that signaling process and foils
our sense of satiety. “Whereas you may once
have felt full within just ten minutes of eating a
big meal, these signals may now take as long as
twenty minutes to induce fullness,” he writes.
“The sensation of fullness you do feel is milder
than usual, too, so it doesn’t always persuade
you to stop eating. Eventually, you may still feel
hungry even when you’ve just eaten large quantities of food, or you may never feel hungry, but
you also never feel full, either, so you continually
graze on and on, with no signals to suppress your
food intake.”

‘People think of weight problems as purely
cosmetic, and nothing can be further
from the truth. My colleagues have catalogued more than sixty illnesses that are
the direct result of carrying too much
excess weight. If it were any other
problem, we’d be declaring a national
health emergency.’
sity are medical issues—and they should be
treated as such. “A lot of people think of weight
problems as purely cosmetic, and nothing can be
further from the truth,” says Aronne, a professor of medicine at Weill Cornell. “My colleagues
have catalogued more than sixty illnesses that are
the direct result of carrying too much excess
body weight. If it were any other problem, we’d
be declaring a national health emergency.”

B

reast cancer. Infertility. Liver
disease. Arthritis. Pancreatitis.
Asthma. Clotting disorders.
Depression. Sexual dysfunction. According to Aronne,
those are just a few of the conditions that can be
caused or exacerbated by overweight. And that’s
on top of the ones that are commonly recognized
as being connected to obesity, like diabetes, heart
disease, hypertension, and stroke. “Fifteen years
ago we couldn’t understand how storing too
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Skinny Genes
A weight loss expert explains why
some people are naturally thin
By Dr. Louis Aronne
Researchers at Laval University in Quebec City, Canada, first uncovered a strong genetic predisposition for weight gain many years ago when they studied twelve sets of identical twins.
These twins were all naturally skinny guys in their twenties. Their parents had been skinny,
and so had their grandparents. They were as naturally skinny as naturally skinny people can
get, but the researchers wanted to see if they could fatten them up.
To do so, the researchers confined these guys inside a college dorm. They forbade them
from exercising, and they fed them 1,000 extra calories a day, six days a week for 120 days.
That’s 84,000 extra calories in 120 days. Given that it takes roughly 3,500 extra calories to
gain one pound, one would expect that these guys would have gained twenty-three pounds
each. They didn’t. Some sets of twins gained three times more than
others, with some gaining as much as twenty-nine pounds and others as little as 9.5 pounds. Yet they all ate the same number of
calories. They all lived in the same dorm. They were all equally
sedentary.
Why did some of these guys gain so much and others so little?
Genes. Each genetically similar twin gained the same amount of
weight as his sibling. As it turned out, some of these twins were
even more naturally skinny than others. Their bodies resisted
weight gain more strongly, turning up their metabolic furnaces and
burning an exorbitant amount of calories to produce body heat.
But these guys were naturally skinny. Roughly six months after
the end of the experiment, they’d all lost the weight they’d
gained—naturally.
These researchers have not repeated this experiment by comparing a set of naturally skinny people with a set of natural gainers
(it would probably be considered unethical because of the health
ramifications), but they have done similar experiments in rats and
mice. Rodents genetically engineered with various obesity genes
gain more weight than non–genetically altered mice. If a similar
experiment were done on people, the natural gainers would gain
much more weight than the naturally skinny folks, even if they all
consumed the same number of calories.
Thousands of genes are involved in appetite, metabolism, and
body weight, and researchers at several institutions have determined that ten times as many of these genes are designed to
increase body weight as are designed to decrease it. Known as
“thrifty” or “obesity” genes, each of these fat-promoting genes is probably responsible for a
small percentage of your propensity to gain weight. You may not have inherited every single
obesity gene, but you probably inherited enough of them to raise your risk for gaining weight
since before the day you were born.
Depending on which and how many of these genes you inherited from your parents, you
may gain weight easily because:
You have a slow metabolism. Even if a physician or exercise physiologist has tested your
metabolic rate and declared it normal, it may still be slower than it should be. It’s difficult to
detect differences in metabolic rate because even the smallest of differences—say ten fewer
burned calories a day—can add up to a pound of weight gain in a year. It takes a very small

Excerpt taken from The
Skinny by Louis J. Aronne,
MD, with Alisa Bowman.
Copyright © 2009 by Louis
J. Aronne, MD. Reprinted
with permission from
Broadway Books.
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Skinny Genes, continued

ARTVILLE

48

metabolic abnormality to trigger excessive weight gain, and we don’t yet have equipment to
easily measure the differences that are important.
You have a heartier appetite. Could you have fewer “fullness receptors” or inboxes in
your brain’s fullness center? Fullness hormones can turn off appetite only if they can reach a
fullness receptor. If they can’t find one, they just circulate throughout the cyberspace of your
body, otherwise known as the bloodstream. The result: it takes more calories to shut off your
appetite than it does for naturally skinny people.
Your body stores fat rather than burns it. Fat cells, like the fullness center of your brain,
also have fullness receptors, and when fullness e-mails enter these cells, fat cells release their
contents into the bloodstream so muscle cells can burn this
fuel for energy. Some people’s bodies tend to burn fat rather
than store it, whereas other people’s bodies tend to store it
rather than burn it.
There are many other possible explanations, too. Scientists believe, for example, that the human brain and weightregulating systems are quite plastic, or changeable, until
roughly age one and possibly well beyond. Specific experiences during pregnancy and early life may prime the brain
for weight gain. If your mother had gestational diabetes,
type 1 diabetes, or type 2 diabetes; smoked; drank alcohol;
or was overweight or undernourished while she was pregnant
with you, you may have been born with a propensity to gain
weight. These early life experiences may alter the brain’s
fullness center, closing off the receptors on important cells
and setting you up for fullness resistance. They may have
caused your body to maintain a higher number of fat cells,
or to have a greater propensity for storing fat rather than
burning it.
Such genetics and physiology, by the way, would have
come in quite handy a few hundred years ago, when we
humans regularly starved for months at a time because of
drought and cold winters. Genes that prevent starvation promote obesity. Populations such as the South Seas islanders
and southwest U.S. Indians that have gone through the
“sieve” of starvation are more likely to be obese. Those with
a tendency toward leanness died of starvation, while those
with a tendency toward weight gain survived starvation and
could pass their genes on to subsequent generations, and
these are now the genes that predispose people to obesity.
You are prone to gaining weight just as some people are
prone to developing heart disease, breast cancer, and other health problems. It’s not your
fault. The problem isn’t psychological. It’s biological.
Once you gain weight, the battle becomes even more difficult. Your body responds to your
increasing level of body fat just as it should, by sending fullness messages to your brain in
increasing amounts. As these fullness messages flood your brain, however, your brain cells
treat them like e-mail spam, putting them on a blocked-senders list. Systems that stimulate
hunger, cravings, and the storage of body fat get activated, too. Your brain responds as if you
are starving, even though you are overnourished.
As a result, you gain even more weight, which causes the body to produce even more fullness spam and the brain to upgrade its spam filter. Even fewer fullness e-mails reach their
intended inboxes, causing a vicious cycle that leads to stronger fullness resistance and more
weight gain. It’s a one-way trip up the scale.
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High leptin levels also lead to
inflammation, Aronne says, triggering
a host of health problems. Take
asthma, which is far more likely to
strike obese children than those of
normal weight. “Why, when they’re
both exposed to the same allergens
and irritants in the air?” Aronne asks.
“Well, obese children live in a chronic
inflammatory environment. As weight
is gained, white blood cells are
attracted and activated, especially in
abdominal fat, and this leads to
inflammation in other parts of the
body. So an allergen or an irritant hits
the lung, and instead of having an
inflammatory response that’s selflimited, the inflammation becomes
chronic in the obese child, whereas in
the thin child, that doesn’t happen.
We’re finding that’s true with many
different illnesses.”
In The Skinny, Aronne outlines
strategies to reduce weight by breaking the feed-forward loop, emphasizing lean protein, high-fiber whole
grains, fresh fruits, and non-starchy
vegetables over sugars, fatty meats,
and simple carbs. He encourages
readers to eat protein for breakfast
(he’s especially fond of egg-white
omelets loaded with veggies), to equip
themselves with healthy snacks like
protein shakes or small servings of
nuts when hunger strikes, to opt for
filling foods like soups, and to make
informed choices when eating out or
buying prepared meals. He recommends a realistic exercise regimen that
fits a person’s lifestyle and abilities,
especially for the purposes of maintaining weight loss and breaking
through a plateau.

S

uch advice has helped
Kenny Brown lose
nearly a quarter of his
body weight. A professional magician,
Brown met the doctor when he performed at a high school graduation
party for Aronne’s son. At the time,
he was carrying about 290 pounds on
his five-foot-seven frame—for a BMI
of 45. “He approached me when I was at the
buffet, where I shouldn’t have been,” Brown
recalls, “and he said, ‘Are you diabetic?’ I said,
‘Yeah.’ ” Brown had had a weight problem since
the age of twelve—he credits his proficiency with
magic for keeping him from being bullied as “the
chubby kid”—and his eating habits were not
what you’d call healthy. “I’d go to Nathan’s and
say, ‘Let me have a hotdog with cheese and
chili—give me three—and a soda with fries, and

JOHN ABBOTT

Worth the weight: Following Aronne’s medical advice and
diet plan, professional magician Kenny Brown has dropped
more than seventy pounds. He’d like to lose another thirty.
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Tipping the SCALE
Program uses ‘mindful eating’ to help inner-city
residents drop pounds

I

n low-income black and Latino neighborhoods of New York City, as many as 40 percent of adults are overweight
or obese. “It’s a very significant problem,” says integrative medicine professor Mary Charlson—but Cornell faculty aim to tackle it using tiny steps. With a five-year, $6 million grant from the National Heart, Lung, and
Blood Institute, professors at the Medical College and the Ithaca campus recently launched a program called
Small Changes and Lasting Effects (SCALE). They’re working with residents of Harlem and the South Bronx at
three levels: individuals, families, and religious congregations. “Because weight loss is so difficult for so many people, we need to create an environment in which it’s easier to make healthy choices,” says nutritional science professor Carol Devine, PhD ’90. “That’s a classic public health approach. You don’t say, ‘You just have to screw up your
willpower,’ because that’s not a solution.”
SCALE is using techniques designed by another of its faculty collaborators, applied economics and management
professor Brian Wansink. Author of the general-audience book Mindless Eating, Wansink has garnered widespread
media attention for his simple, common-sense approaches to weight control. SCALE organizers are currently conducting focus groups to see which of Wansink’s methods might work best. They include using smaller plates (which
encourages people to eat smaller portions), leaving serving dishes in the kitchen rather than on the table, turning
off the television during meals, and not eating snacks directly from the bag. “It’s easier to change how you eat
than what you eat,” says Charlson. “Keeping food lists and counting calories are hard for busy people—and those
strategies haven’t overcome the problem of obesity. So rather than saying, ‘You can’t eat rice,’ if you’re visually led
to a small portion because your plate is smaller and looks full, those are the kinds of things that Dr. Wansink’s work
suggests will be sustained over time.”
When it’s fully rolled out, the project will comprise several hundred participants. The goal is to achieve a 7 percent weight loss, which has been shown to prevent the development of diabetes. In addition to the mindful eating
strategies, SCALE will encourage small changes to increase physical activity, like getting off the elevator one floor
early and taking the stairs the rest of the way; while joining a gym may not be realistic, says Charlson, dancing to a
CD in the living room might be. “The big problem is that when people tackle weight, they go on a diet and want to
lose forty pounds in the next week with drastic changes,” she says. “As time goes on and they encounter the
stresses of daily life, the diet’s gone and the weight’s regained. The question is, what can people adopt and hold
over the long term that will lead to gradual, sustained weight loss?”
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‘After I lost thirty pounds, I decided to treat
myself. So I went to the hamburger place in
my neighborhood and ordered the tripledecker burger with bacon and everything
on it, and after I ate half of it I said, “This
does not even feel good.” My body was
rejecting it. I didn’t want the rest.’

cheese on that too,’ and I’d pull over and kill it
and maybe want to go back for more,” he says.
“Or I’d go to Wendy’s and get a triple-decker
something. Or go to the Chinese restaurant and
get General Tso’s chicken with fried rice.”
That was two and a half years ago; by taking a prescription appetite-control medication
and following Aronne’s plan, Brown is down
below 220. He’s getting moderate exercise on a
treadmill; eating healthy foods like salads,
oranges, chicken, and tuna, as well as two daily
protein shakes; and having reasonable indulgences, like the occasional slice of pizza with
sugarless tea instead of a whole pie and a large
soda. “It’s not some miracle type of starvation
diet; this is realistic,” he says. “If I’d never met
Dr. Aronne, I probably would be sick right now,
and maybe over 300 pounds, because I didn’t
know how to go about eating properly—or I
knew, but the willpower wasn’t there. He was
sent to me at the right time.”

B

rown once bought size 44 pants
at big-and-tall stores; now he
can fit into a 34. (He admits
with a rueful laugh that Aronne
told him not to get too happy
about it, since he’s wearing his pants below his
stomach. Still, he says, “That’s pretty good.
Before, I couldn’t get half a leg inside a 34.”) He
reports that his blood pressure is under control,
he has more energy, and his headaches have disappeared; his goal is to get down to 175 or 180
and stay there. “After I lost thirty pounds, I
decided to treat myself,” Brown recalls. “So I
went to the hamburger place in my neighborhood

and ordered the triple-decker burger with bacon
and everything on it, and after I ate half of it I
said, ‘This does not even feel good.’ My body was
rejecting it. I didn’t want the rest, and I felt bad
about it and I didn’t eat it again. I thought, Why
come all this way just to do this?”
Helping people adopt such long-term
improvements in habits, tastes, and lifestyle is
one of Aronne’s missions. It’s the antithesis of the
sort of fast, dramatic weight loss chronicled in
the reality TV show “The Biggest Loser,” which
Aronne holds up as a negative example. On the
show, severely overweight contestants have been
known to drop upwards of twenty pounds a
week using methods he decries, like not drinking
water for days before weigh-ins or doing inappropriate levels of exercise. “It sets up an expectation in the minds of our patients that they’re
going to lose that kind of weight,” he says. “I
can’t tell you how many people come in and say,
‘I did OK, but I only lost four pounds this
week—it’s not like “The Biggest Loser.”’” He’s
also an outspoken opponent
of fad diets, calling them
ultimately destructive. “People come to us and say, ‘I’ve
tried everything,’ but they’ve
been trying things that have
no scientific basis,” he says.
“And let’s be clear that this
is a health problem. This is
like diabetes, hypertension,
or high cholesterol, because
this is the leading cause of
those problems, and it
should be managed with the
same seriousness.” c

ARTVILLE
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Hot Shot
By Beth Saulnier

A

photography career that began at the Cornellian has taken José Azel ’76 around the world
more times than he can count. A longtime
contributor to major magazines like National
Geographic, Life, and Smithsonian, Azel has
shot a dizzying array of subjects and locales:
Olympic athletes in Barcelona, cops in Miami, parading Communists
in Cuba, icebergs in Antarctica, orangutans in Borneo, ceremonial
stilt dancers in Mali, druggies in the Bronx, sled dogs in the Canadian
Arctic, marathoners in Manhattan, parrots in New Zealand, dragon
puppets in China, mountain bikers in the Utah Desert, samurai soap
opera actors in Japan. “I’ve always seen myself as a storyteller, telling
stories with pictures,” says Azel. “I came to that realization more and
more when I would go to places like the rainforest and the Congo; I
would bring a National Geographic and I’d turn the pages and even
pygmies could follow the storyline. They didn’t have to read the text
or the captions to get it. It was pretty cool to understand that, when
presented correctly, this is a universal language.”

Azel got his first camera from his mother as a high
school graduation present; on the Hill, he parlayed his
work for the yearbook into a summer job taking photos
for university brochures and other publications. After
graduating with a degree in English (and lettering in
sprint football and track), he got a master’s in journalism from the University of Missouri, where a stroke of
luck landed him an internship at the Miami Herald. “I
just happened to have a couple of pictures in the newspaper the day the recruiters were on campus,” he says,
“and when they saw the byline was ‘José’ they thought,
This guy must know Spanish.” He went on to spend
three years as a Herald staffer, but left when the paper
wouldn’t allow him to write as well as take photos,
which had long been his ambition. “What I found was
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Veteran photojournalist José Azel ’76 has
traveled the world telling stories through his lens

Up on the roof: Vivian Schiller ’83
atop NPR headquarters in
Washington, D.C.

Signs of life: In Mali, a diviner in a Dogon village performs a ritual, drawing questions to be answered
by the fox, a sacred animal. Left: A self-portrait by José Azel.
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To the horizon: The snow-covered mountains of the Antarctic Peninsula, sandwiched between clouds
and sea. Below left: A pygmy smokes marijuana from a clay bowl through a stem of a palm. Below right:
Runners in the New York City Marathon cross the Verrazano Narrows Bridge.

that the industry sees you as one or the other—you can do both, but
it’s not the norm,” he says. “So I said, ‘There’s no place for me here,
because I don’t want to be a sixty-year-old newspaper photographer.’
I looked to the magazine world and ended up going to New York and
showing my portfolio, and people liked it.”
Before long, he started getting major-league assignments—though
he ran into the same resistance to his dual ambitions. “But at that
point I felt that I had reached a different level of how the pictures
were being used, so I wasn’t as concerned,” he says. “In a newspaper, you support the article with the photographs. But some of the
higher-level magazines—especially the one I ended up working the
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Dress up: A girl in
traditional costume
for a festival in
Kyoto, Japan
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most for, which was Geographic—the pictures advance the story
as much as the article does. So at that point I didn’t feel as compelled to be the one who wrote.”
After more than a decade of spending between six and eleven
months a year on the road, Azel started a family and relocated
to Maine. He’s since shifted his attention away from globetrotting photojournalism, running both an agency (Aurora Photos)
that counts dozens of accomplished photographers among its
contributors and a full-service production company (Aurora
Novus) that creates multimedia marketing packages for clients
including Apple, L.L. Bean, Volkswagen, and American Express.

Azel has long been passionate about using interactive media to
immerse people in the worlds he’s seen through his lens; it just
took technology a decade or so to catch up. “I had this idea,”
he says, “that someday I would go to a native village in Africa
and shoot pictures, and be able to take you down the road—
you’d come into some environment and decide as the user which
way to go in the multiple-path story that I’d create.”
Although Azel’s company did some early multimedia projects,
including a “Central Park experience” for Apple and a piece on
the 1996 Olympics for MSNBC, technological limitations and
market realities prompted him to focus on the photography end
of the business. “Then a year and a half ago we decided the marketplace had moved on, and we saw some opportunities commercially to tell stories with video and stills,” he says, “so now
we’re circling back around to some of those early ideas.” Just as
digital photography has led to what he calls a “night and day”
shift from the era of f-stops and film, he envisions technology
opening up myriad opportunities to change how stories are told
and how photojournalists work. “Ideally, I’d like to do the same
thing we do for National Geographic in print—but do it for this
new way of telling a story,” he says. “It’s done the reverse way
right now: you’re assigned something for a magazine and you go
out and shoot it, and then you’re asked, ‘Oh, by the way, can we
use some of the pictures and can you capture some sound and we’ll
do a multimedia thing for the Web?’ It’s like the byproduct is the
Web, but that’s going to shift. Eventually we’ll be doing it for digital media—‘And oh, by the way, here’s a magazine article.’” c
Dairy treat: A farmer and his cow (top) in
Burgundy, France. Left: A bull elk trots in Yellowstone National Park.
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Cuba libre: A boy in the room where he lives with five other family members. Bottom: A worker stacks a
sack of sugar at a mill in Matanzas formerly owned by Hershey.
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Action!
Filmmaker Tia Lessin’s efforts to
change the world earned her an
Oscar nomination—and a lifetime
ban from Disney World
By Brad Herzog

F

ebruary 2009. Oscar night.
The red carpet. A parade of
stars and filmmakers weaves
through a gauntlet of flashbulbs, microphones, and giant replicas of gold
statuettes. Television hosts, breathlessly
informing viewers that Kate Winslet is wearing
“a steel gray Yves St. Laurent asymmetrical
gown with a black silk overlay,” are buttonholing celebrities as they make their way into
L.A.’s Kodak Theatre. Sophia Loren gushes
about the “absolutely wonderful” night. Miley
Cyrus plugs her new movie. It is the climax of
Hollywood’s self-congratulatory season—the
epicenter of style, if not substance.

But here comes Tia Lessin ’86, BA ’88. Her ninety-six-minute
film, Trouble the Water—the story of two residents of New
Orleans’s Lower Ninth Ward and their travails following the devastation of Hurricane Katrina—has been nominated for Best
Documentary. The interviewers ask a few cursory questions and
seem eager to move on. After all, Anthony Hopkins is on his
way, as is the cast of Slumdog Millionaire. However, Lessin has
something on her mind. “People are still struggling all along the
Gulf Coast,” she says, practically grabbing the microphone.
“We’re here to represent them and to make it clear that the
region and so many regions around the country still need help.”
Now that’s focus.
When Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf Coast in August

Truth be told: Documentarian Tia Lessin ’86, BA
’88, and her filmmaking and life partner, Carl Deal

Visit
CAM Online
for more

cornellalumni
magazine.
com
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Up on the roof: Vivian Schiller ’83
atop NPR headquarters in
Washington, D.C.

ZEITGEIST FILMS
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2005, Lessin was as stunned and outraged by the images on television as the rest of the nation. At first, she figured the media
was all over the story. What could she possibly add to the conversation? But then she and Carl Deal—her longtime producing,
directing, and life partner—noticed that the press coverage began
to turn. “They started to sensationalize all the looting and that
was sort of adding insult to injury,” she says. “I felt they were
characterizing the people left behind as criminals. So that’s when
Carl and I thought, OK, we can do something here.”
Usually, the process would have been gradual and organized:
think of an idea, write a treatment, do some preliminary scouting and interviews, perhaps cobble together grants or get a commission from a broadcaster. But there wasn’t time. “We didn’t
have a treatment,” says Lessin. “We just had an impulse.”
Deal had spent years working in international news gathering, so he was used to the spontaneous pursuit of a story. And
Lessin’s apprenticeship under documentarian Michael Moore had
honed her ability to find a compelling hook. As an Emmynominated producer for both of his short-lived television shows,
“TV Nation” and “The Awful Truth,” she often found profundity in the absurd. Lessin staged a mock funeral outside health
insurer Humana’s corporate headquarters after a policyholder
was denied funds for a potentially life-saving pancreas transplant.
She conceived the idea of the “Sodomobile,” a pink van loaded
with gay men and women trying to break every sodomy law in
the country. With a character named Crackers the Corporate
Crime Fighting Chicken, she traveled to Disney World to expose
allegedly unfair labor practices. She was eventually arrested for
filming without a permit—and banned for life from the Happiest Place on Earth.
So Lessin was accustomed to following the whiff of a story,
and she found a unique angle in the tale of thousands of
Louisiana National Guard soldiers returning home from Iraq,
decommissioned so they could help their displaced families. She
was intrigued by the fact that the men and women charged with
protecting American citizens had been half a world away when
their communities needed them most. Lessin and Deal didn’t
know if there was a movie in there, but it was a starting point.
The pair assembled a crew, borrowed some equipment,
cashed in their frequent flyer miles, headed from their Brooklyn
home to the Joint Readiness Training Center in Louisiana, and
started asking questions. Why were most of the state’s high-water
vehicles left in Baghdad? What use would a high-water vehicle
be in the desert anyway? It was about that time that a National
Guard PR representative cut off access to the troops, explaining
bluntly, “Fahrenheit 9/11 screwed it up for all you guys.”
Of course, the rep had no idea that Lessin and Deal had
worked on that Michael Moore film, which won the Palm d’Or
as the best film at the Cannes Film Festival and became the highest grossing documentary in history. The year they spent
producing the film, says Lessin, was “one of the most amazing
experiences. We were trying to stop a war. We were trying to
unseat a president. We had high ambitions, not only to make a
beautiful film, but to make change.”
But rule number one in documentary filmmaking is this:
respond to what you encounter in the here and now. You can
research, strategize, make phone calls, prepare as much as possible, but you have to be in the moment and react accordingly.
“The audience isn’t going to respond to anything unless you as
a filmmaker and your camera are responding to it,” says the
forty-five-year-old Lessin. “So we go by instinct.”
Those instincts led them to a Red Cross shelter next to the
National Guard armory, where they were approached by a
young African American couple who had made their way out of
New Orleans a week earlier. Scott and Kimberly Rivers Roberts,
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self-described street hustlers, had been barely scratching out an
existence in the Lower Ninth Ward, primarily by dealing drugs.
Kim, an aspiring rapper whose mother had died of HIV, had
bought a $20 camcorder just before the storm. “What I got, I’ve
been saving it, ’cause I don’t want to give it to nobody local,”
she told the filmmakers. “This needs to be worldwide. ’Cause all
the footage I’ve seen on TV, nobody got what I got. I got right
there in the hurricane.”
It was certainly amateur footage: jumpy, raw . . . and riveting. It began with the daily grind of impoverished New Orleans
and the community’s collective shrug at the realization that most
of its residents, with no means of evacuating, would have to face
the coming onslaught. Then it showed the winds whipping, the
streets flooding, Kim and Scott rescuing neighbors and taking
refuge in an attic as the waters rose. It was the hurricane seen
from the inside, looking out. “The more time we spent with
them, we realized, wow, they have a story to tell,” says Lessin,
“and the story didn’t seem to start with Katrina.”
Still, the filmmakers had a more sweeping movie in mind.
They shot 160 hours of material, planning to dovetail various
stories and paint an epic picture of a hurricane’s devastation. But
then came the news that Spike Lee was making a four-part series
on Katrina, backed by millions of dollars from HBO. “We realized we couldn’t make that film,” Lessin recalls, “and that ours
was going to have to be more focused and intimate.”
The story of Kim and Scott Roberts resonated because it
touched on so many issues that Katrina uncovered, including the
abandonment not only of the city’s poorest, but also the incarcerated (Kim’s brother) and the hospitalized (Kim’s grandmother,
who was among hundreds who died). Lessin and Deal filmed
them on and off for two years—as they made their way out of
the city, to her uncle’s trailer in central Louisiana, then to the
home of relatives in Memphis, and finally back to their community with a newfound sense of purpose.
The filmmakers spent some nine months in the editing room,
distilling Kim’s raw footage to about fifteen minutes, sifting
through archival material, trying to determine if their story could
sustain an audience for an hour and a half. The final product
unfolds in raw vignettes. It portrays the residents of the Lower
Ninth Ward—inevitably pigeonholed by the news media as either
helpless victims or criminals—as multi-dimensional and resourceful. “They were complicated people who were also pretty
resilient in taking charge of their lives,” says Lessin, “and they
became their own first responders because there was no one there
to help.” As a reviewer for Salon.com put it, the film tells a story
“in which Hurricane Katrina is both tragedy and opportunity.”

L

essin does not like the taste of compromise. It’s
why she values the title independent filmmaker:
she needn’t tone down her rhetoric to preserve
access to people in power nor make stories more
palatable to maintain her press credentials. “Storytelling is about
conflict,” she says, not concession.
While editing the garment industry exposé Behind the Labels
several years ago, Lessin had intercut commercials from retailers
like Gap and Tommy Hilfiger against hidden camera footage of
the offshore indentured labor that the companies were using.
Executives at the television network that commissioned the film
insisted that Lessin remove the ads; she replaced them with
generic footage of models on a catwalk. “It was censorship, plain
and simple,” she says. “Since then, I have fought for every frame
in my work and my free speech, and I haven’t lost yet.”
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After the storm: In a
scene from Trouble
the Water, Scott
Roberts (above)
confronts soldiers in
New Orleans. Right:
Kimberly Rivers
Roberts and her
husband with their
dogs outside their
flood-damaged
home.

ZEITGEIST FILMS

‘The audience isn’t going to respond
to anything unless you as a
filmmaker and your camera are
responding to it. So we go by instinct.’
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Wasteland:
A decaying house
in the Lower Ninth
Ward, photographed
three years after
Katrina

ROBERT BARKER / UP

But such resilience—the very motif of Trouble the Water,
which takes its name from the lyrics of an African American spiritual—was vital amid the search for funding and distribution.
Potential distributors claimed the country was suffering “Katrina
fatigue.” One network executive asked, “This isn’t going to be
political, is it?,” while others considered their audience’s demographic and bluntly told the filmmakers they would rather see a
story with white characters. Such repeated door-slamming, says
Lessin, “just kind of made us want to do it more.”
Lessin and Deal had managed to pool grants from several
sources like the Sundance Institute, the Open Society Institute, and
Creative Capital—enough to continue filming and begin editing.
But when they were about to run out of money, Lessin screened
the nearly finished film for her old friend (and fellow anti-apartheid
activist) Josyln Barnes ’85, co-founder of Louverture Films. “The
story gets inside the experience of people living on the margins—
who, through a terrible crisis, actually came to understand their
own self-worth and were able to step outside their immediate circumstances and see themselves in a different way,” says Barnes,
who raved about the film to her producing partner, actor Danny
Glover. The duo came on board as executive producers, raising
funds so Lessin and Deal could complete the movie and premiere
it at the Sundance Film Festival in January 2008, one of sixteen
documentaries selected for the competition.

T

he first screening got a standing ovation. The
next morning—Martin Luther King Jr. Day—
Kim Roberts gave birth to the couple’s first child.
The following Saturday, the Sundance awards were announced.
As the winners for directing, screenwriting, and cinematography
were revealed, Lessin and Deal figured they’d been shut out,
because all that remained was the Grand Jury Prize for nonfiction. But for their first film ever shown at Sundance, they won
the top prize. “Incredibly validating,” says Lessin, and in the next
breath, “We certainly hoped it would get us a distributor.”
Zeitgeist Films signed on, and the film had its national pre-
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miere the following August. Since then, it has been screened in
some 300 cities (it aired on HBO in April 2009 and was released
on DVD in August), and the filmmakers have traveled constantly
to promote it. If it was Tuesday, it was Roger Ebert’s Film Festival in Illinois or the Full Frame Film Festival in North Carolina.
Lessin and Deal have brought the story of New Orleans to Paris
and Rome, Toronto and Calgary, Mexico City and Berlin. They
screened the film at the King Center in Atlanta, even the 2008
Democratic National Convention in Denver—where New
Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin and Louisiana Senator Mary Landrieu, two oft-criticized figures in the aftermath of Katrina, were
in the audience. (Landrieu tearfully embraced Kim Roberts after
the film; Nagin watched the first few minutes, then walked out.)
Meanwhile, the accolades continued rolling in, including
nominations for an NAACP Image Award and a Producers Guild
of America Award, as well as the Academy Award nod (though
the Oscar went to Man on Wire). Yes, Lessin was a bit starstruck when Robert Downey Jr. congratulated her at a pre-Oscar
luncheon, and she did seek out Brad Pitt during a break in the
ceremony (she thanked him for his efforts toward rebuilding
New Orleans). “I enjoyed being transported out of my world for
a period of time,” she says.
But ultimately, Lessin saw the nomination as an opportunity.
Having learned, while working with Moore, how cinema can
impact the national conversation, she and Deal launched an outreach effort with Blue State Digital, the Internet strategy firm that
developed Barack Obama’s online presidential campaign. They
created a “Take Action” link on the movie’s website (troublethe
waterfilm.com), which leads to an online form for sending messages to lawmakers, urging them to support legislation to rebuild
the region. Last August, on the fourth anniversary of Katrina,
the Gulf Coast Civic Works Campaign presented 20,000 of the
messages to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. “I want to make films
that tell stories and move people,” says Lessin. “But we also
wanted to make sure that it was serving some greater good.” c
Longtime CAM contributor Brad Herzog ’90 has witnessed
more than two dozen Academy Award ceremonies—from his
living room.
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Cornellians in Business
Ithaca Business Opportunities

Dishwashers

Health Insurance

Alaska At Your Doorstep

Real Estate

Career Services

Entertainment

Travel

Advertising in Classifieds
or Cornellians in Business
Contact Alanna Downey
(800) 724-8458, ext. 23
or (607) 272-8530, ext. 23
E-mail: ad41@cornell.edu
The May/June 2010 space
reservation deadline is Mar. 15, 2010.
The copy deadline is Mar. 22, 2010.
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Classifieds
Rentals
The Caribbean/Mexico/Central America
ST. JOHN, USVI—2.2-acre luxury estate. 3BR, 12' x 40'
pool, spectacular views. Convenient to beaches, town.
(340) 776-6805; www.estaterose.com.
Europe
PARIS 6th, LEFT BANK—Sunny, furnished 1 BR apt.
overlooking Seine. Also house in St. Barths—best view.
(212) 988-0838.
PARIS, SW FRANCE, PROVENCE—Comfortable apartments, homes, chateaux. www.FrenchHomeRentals.com;
fhr@earthlink.net; (503) 219-9190.
PROVENCE. Delightful five-bedroom stone farmhouse
facing Roman theater. Pool, vineyard. 860-672-6607;
www.frenchfarmhouse.com.
ITALIAN VILLAS & FARMHOUSES—Over 130 affordable properties in the best locations. 5% of your reservation goes to Cornell as donation in your name. Mention this
ad. http://italianvillarentals.com. rick@italianvillarentals.com.
(203) 984-3499.

Travel/Tours
NEW ZEALAND—Personalized, flexible, guided travel
groups. Explore. Interact. Enjoy. (800) 206-8322.
www.BlackSheepTouring.co.nz.

Professional Services
Inkwater Press seeks fiction, nonfiction, and poetry
for book publication, royalties. (503) 968-6777,
www.inkwaterpress.com.

Publishing
EDITORIAL SERVICES—Print and online. Reasonable
rates. richardkrajewski.com.

Cornell Authors
NEW BOOK—Four Hundred Years of Agriculture in the
Empire State by Robert Bitz ’52. At store.cornell.edu or
amazon.com.

Securities Licensing Prep Exam
SERIES 7, 6, 63, 65, 66 & 79 TRAINING—Solomon Exam
Prep has helped thousands get their securities licenses.
High pass rates, low cost, and innovative delivery including live online classes, downloadable audio books, and
#1-selling iPhone apps. Wharton, Harvard, and University
of Chicago educated. Corporate discounts available.
SolomonExamPrep.Com or 503-968-6777.

Visit
Cornell Alumni Magazine online
cornellalumnimagazine.com

and our archive at ecommons
ecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/3157

Cornell Collectables
VINTAGE CORNELL COLLECTABLES and memorabilia at
www.collectableivy.com. Great gift ideas.

Family History
TELL YOUR FAMILY STORY. Give the gift of a lifetime.
We create PBS-style documentaries using your family
photos, home movies, music, and interviews. Professional
filmmakers. (212) 929-5634. www.familyvoicesmedia.com.

Personals

SMART IS SEXY
Date fellow graduates and faculty of the Ivies,
Seven Sisters, MIT, Stanford, medical schools and
some others. More than 5,500 members. All ages.

THE RIGHT STUFF
800-988-5288 www.rightstuffdating.com
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alma
matters
Four Selected for
Alumni Trustee Ballot
By Thomas Mulligan ’73, MBA ’77

F

or the past year, I have had the
privilege of chairing the Committee on Alumni Trustee
Nominations, a hard-working and
dedicated group that represents a
cross-section of Cornell’s diverse
alumni body. I am pleased to announce that the committee has endorsed and nominated four candidates
to run for two seats as alumni
trustees in 2010. They are: Thomas

Marino ’78, New York, New York;
Gene Resnick ’70, MD ’74, White
Plains, New York; Sheryl Hilliard
Tucker ’78, North Caldwell, New Jersey; Enrique José Vila-Biaggi ’94,
MEng ’95, Guaynabo, Puerto Rico.
In support of the University’s plan
for sustainability and efforts to reduce
overall costs, the decision was made
to discontinue the paper option for the
annual alumni trustee election. Alumni will vote online (at www.alumni.
cornell.edu/trustees) using their NetID.

www.alumni.cornell.edu

All alumni should have received an
e-mail regarding the election.
Please note that campaigning on
behalf of candidates is strictly prohibited. If any constituency group,
e.g., college, class, club, affinity organization, etc., wishes to announce
candidacies in any newsletter or other publication, or in a public forum,
it must announce the names of all
candidates. If photographs are used,
photographs of all candidates must be
published. Descriptive texts on candidates’ qualifications or their participation in any Cornell activities are
not to be used. The alumni election
website includes candidates’ photos,
statements, and biographies. If you
have any questions, please contact
Beth Hamilton at beth.hamilton@
cornell.edu.
And don’t forget to vote!

Hotel School Honors Timothy Dick
By Mollie Pulver ’80

T

imothy Dick, MPS ’88, was
presented with the Outstanding Alumnus of the Year
Award by the Master of Management
in Hospitality Program in Cornell’s
School of Hotel Administration. The
eighth annual reception was held in
November at the W New York Hotel
in New York City. The award recognizes an MMH or MPS alumnus who
demonstrates exceptional career progression and continued service to the
School of Hotel Administration and
its students.
Dick is a frequent guest lecturer
and past president of the Cornell Hotel Society. He is also a member of the
Counselors of Real Estate, the Hotel

Asset Managers Association, and the
International Society of Hospitality
Consultants. His career spans twentytwo years in the fields of real estate
consulting, valuation, asset management, and investment analysis. Currently he is a senior vice president
with TriMont Real Estate Advisors,
based in Atlanta. His responsibilities
include management of a portfolio of
hospitality properties located across
the United States, Canada, Mexico,
and the Caribbean including more
than 140 assets valued at $3 billion.
The portfolio comprises equity investments, performing loans, and real estate owned assets in primary and
secondary markets.
Alma Matters
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JESSE WINTER

Alumni award: Hotel Dean Michael Johnson
(left) congratulates Timothy Dick, MPS ’88.

Prior to 2003, Dick was director of
asset management at Hardin Capital
LLC and was a manager with the Global Hospitality and Leisure Consulting
Group and the Real Estate Advisory Services Group of PricewaterhouseCoopers
LLP in their Atlanta office.
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REPORTS OF OUTGOING ALUMNI-ELECTED TRUSTEES

A Trustee’s Perspective
By Kelly Brown ’88, MBA ’92
ornell is a wonderfully complex
institution. Over the past four
years, the Board of Trustees
has worked closely with President Skorton and the senior staff to navigate
Cornell through some challenging
times. Guiding our decisions has been
a strong commitment to build from and
protect the core principles of Cornell—
specifically, its land-grant mission and
need-blind admissions policy.
Cornell is well-positioned to be
the “land-grant university to the
world.” This is not driven by arrogance. Rather, it is rooted in a deep belief that we must create the resources
and environment for faculty and students to achieve excellence in the pursuit and sharing of knowledge for the
betterment of themselves, their fields
of study, and society.
Two years ago, the board reaffirmed Cornell’s need-blind admissions
policy and created a broader financial
aid program. This program enables

C

the best students from around the
world to attend Cornell, regardless of
their financial status. Importantly, it
also allows students to graduate with
less debt, so their career choices are not
driven strictly by salary concerns.
Today’s challenging financial environment has created a healthy tension. The “Reimagining Cornell”
initiative will help the University be
more cost effective in non-academic
areas. Additionally, the work of faculty task forces will help Cornell think
about how it can even better leverage
its unique breadth and depth. In the
future, some aspects may feel new and
different—but at the core, Cornell will
still be the institution that alumni
know and love.
My first meetings as a trustee were
during the inauguration of President
Skorton. Four years later, I have a deep
respect and appreciation for his visionary leadership and pragmatic management abilities. He is supported by a

strong senior management team and
an extremely dedicated, knowledgeable,
and selfless Board of Trustees.
It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as an alumni-elected
trustee. Thank you for entrusting me
with this responsibility.

Glorious to View
By Philip Reilly ’69
ecoming a trustee is like becoming a college freshman. It
takes a year to get the hang of
things, so one observes carefully and
acts cautiously. Great mentors (in my
case, Sam Fleming ’62), help you get
up to speed—but you are, alas, a freshman. For the next two years, you diligently participate on the committees to
which you are appointed, get to know
the University’s talented staff, and become part of the dynamic board meetings. Suddenly, you are a senior and it
is almost over. Or so I thought.
During my last year, I was appointed to a small task force to evaluate a proposal by the leaders of Weill
Cornell Medical College to build a research facility on some of the most expensive real estate in the world. The
goal was clear and defensible: replace

B

aging research space with a cathedral
of science that will help Cornell remain highly competitive in the battle
for NIH funding. But in addition to
the arrhythmia-inducing $650 million
cost of the building, the Medical College estimated that it would need
many millions more to recruit and retain top scientists.
The largest proposed building project in Cornell’s history emerged with
the economy in free-fall and our portfolio battered. While there was widespread desire to support the Medical
College’s reach for research greatness,
there was understandable concern
about the financial risks. Despite the
extraordinary fundraising success of
Dean Antonio Gotto and the Board
of Overseers, the trustees still faced
the decision of whether to authorize a
March / April 2010
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significant amount of new debt. The
task force labored mightily to assess
the risks and benefits and to reach a
well-reasoned conclusion to present to
the board, which voted in January to
approve the project.
I can say that being a Cornell
trustee is not for the faint-hearted! I can
also say that Cornell is led by an extraordinary president and a great board.
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From Middletown, RI, Helen
Reichert Chadwick reports, “I
love exploring Rhode Island!
Even after five years (!) here, there’s so much to
see.” Also in New England, Ruth Barclay Wright
has relocated to an assisted living facility in Kennebunk, ME, close to her son and his family.
Among the activities she enjoys are spending time
with family and “golf—a joy throughout my life.”
In October, Richard Goodwin (Silver Spring,
MD) wrote to detail his participation in an experimental treatment for the aggressive form of
prostate cancer with which he was diagnosed in
2008. The study is supervised by the chief Army
officer who heads the Walter Reed Cancer Research Group. “I have received extensive radiation and hormonal deprivation treatment,” he
writes. “To improve general overall health I have
now begun a trial of boosting my testosterone
blood level to normal good levels for men around
30 years of age . . . The methods used will generally follow those recommended in Testosterone
for Life by Dr. Abraham Morgentaler, an associate
professor of clinical surgery at Harvard Medical
School.” Richard notes that his eligibility for care
at Walter Reed owes to “almost 30 years of service in the Naval Reserve, with more than five
years of active service duty time in WWII, plus
various two-week training periods.” He retired in
1974 at the rank of Commander.
Henrietta Miller Brannin (E. Williston, NY)
credits her English classes on the Hill with a persistent interest in the English Middle Ages, “especially the 14th century.” Jean Burr Joy
(Skaneateles, NY) keeps busy “going to doctor’s
appointments, shopping for food and medicine,
writing letters to family and friends, keeping track
of the growing family (including grandchildren and
great-grandchildren), listening to the news of the
world, church work, and paying bills.” She still
drives her car to the village, though she speculates about the prospect for relocation. “My children will probably want me to enter a retirement
home. Not ready yet; time will tell.” A granddaughter—and fellow Cornell alumna—now living
in Boston keeps Jean apprised of goings-on on
campus. “I am just a little amazed that they
couldn’t find a woman to be [dean] of Human
Ecology instead of a man. He is no doubt very
qualified—but I prefer a woman for that position.” Elizabeth Meek Burgess Benedict (Manlius,
NY) writes, “I do very little at 93 years old. I enjoy friends and family, read, and watch TV news.”
Richard Mandigo (Altoona, FL) resides at
Lakeview Terrace, a nonprofit life-care retirement
center. He volunteers as a visitor to residents in
the community’s healthcare center and gives travel talks and slide shows. He also reports a family history project. “This summer we sent
documents to the Cornell Library’s Division of Rare
and Manuscript Collections.” Irving Lanzner (Redmond, WA) writes, “Still walking my dog every day
along the path next to the river near our house.”
Bernard Gartlir (Palm Beach Gardens, FL, and
Roslyn Heights, NY) still practices law in both
New York and Florida. “Enjoying both places,” he
writes, “worrying with young and old clients.” He
and wife Shirley (Richmond) ’40 celebrated their
68

68th wedding anniversary in 2009. Marshall Hoke
(New London, NH) reports that he remains busy
as a “tree farmer.” Since 1974, he has been involved with the Society for the Protection of New
Hampshire Forests. “A Vermont friend recommended me to one of its trustees to give me a
try on their land committee,” he writes. “It took.
I’ve been wrapped up in it since. But lately I’ve
needed to mothball my axes, peaveys, chainsaws,
come-alongs, old-line Jeep, etc. Youngest son
Howard has taken over the tree farm and much of
its equipment.” The family’s land abuts a private
holding, as well as the 6,000-acre Gile Forest,
which abuts a 22,000-acre private hunting and
fishing club called Corbin Park. “So we’re steeped
in tree farms, open space, and the fresh air that
trees nurture so well.” Marshall and his son also
manage the 100-acre Knights Hill Nature Park. “It’s
a natural jewel of 100 acres of open space (fields,
forest, and pond) in the middle of town here. We
manage its forest to nurture it, but our rules also
protect it from adverse and excess traffic. Our visitors are generally cooperative. Come visit!” When
not managing the forests, Marshall says, “I just
keep on doing the same three meals a day and
hope to stay out of the hospital, which all you
other ’38ers doubtless have in mind. Stay well!”
c Class of 1938, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine,
401 East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850.
Class Notes Editor e-mail, adr4@cornell.edu.
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William Mogk Jr. and his wife
have moved to an assisted living facility in Oxford, OH,
home to Miami U. Their daughter and many
grandchildren live nearby. He writes, “This past
year, Vivian and I celebrated our 71st wedding
anniversary. We now have a great-great-grandchild, Ethan. He is a handsome guy already.” The
Mogks stay in touch with Peg Fegley Droz ’41 in
Tallahassee, FL, widow of classmate Armand, who
died in March 2009. Elizabeth Gates Whitchurch
(Clarence Center, NY) reads, eats out, visits her
sister Ruth Gates Fisher ’35 (Williamsville, NY),
and goes camping with her daughter in their
motor home. “I’m still grocery shopping, cooking,
and enjoying the birds and animals that frequent
our yard.” She had to stop her volunteer work
with Meals on Wheels due to her age, but still
drives. “If there are any classmates in my area, it
would be nice to hear from them.”
James Cowden (Brecksville, OH; jcowden1@
attglobal.net), an environmental and resource consultant, forwarded a letter typed in October 2009
with details of his life with wife Jeanne (Robinson), as well as his thoughts on the proper role
for today’s research university. The Cowdens have
three children, five grands, and three great-grands,
and with two marriages in 2009, they anticipate
the family population will increase. “I was named
‘Champion of the River,’ “ he writes. “That is, the
Cuyahoga River, which achieved lasting fame as the
river that burned and is credited as the trigger that
led to passage of our federal environmental laws
in the early 1970s.” The citation honors his service with the nonprofit organizations Great Lakes
Tomorrow, the Ohio Coastal Resource Management
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Project, and the Cuyahoga River Remedial Action
Plan, as well as his career as an educator and consultant with Kent State U. and Hiram College. “I
have devoted most of my time over the past few
years to research, writing, and speaking on the
hazards of toxic pollutants to every member of our
society . . . I have had a hope that possibly the
university research community might acknowledge
that problems exist and begin to think about how
to control them. The diseases identified as epidemic would be a good place to start: breast cancer, diabetes, obesity, etc.” For 17 years, James
also volunteered as a driver taking senior citizens
to medical appointments, to the hospital, and on
errands. In 2003, the City of Brecksville named
him its Citizen of the Year. He remains an active
volunteer in his church.
William “Bumper” Baird (Rochester, NY) writes,
“Challenges? Ha! Pills, short-term memory . . .
surviving.” He continues, “Same old house (thank
heaven). We built this home 41 years ago, having
built our previous home next door 20 years before
that. I planted the 150-foot oak outside our
kitchen window as an acorn.” He is a longtime
volunteer on the boards of the Rochester General
Hospital and Red Cross. “I had the temerity to apply for a vacancy on my town architectural review
board—at age 91!—and would you believe, they
took me on. Very educational and exciting.”
Donald Foley (Delmar, NY) continues to
manage his property, the “same old (and lovely)
old place” he shares with wife Betty. He always
enjoyed hunting and fishing, but now spends a
lot of time mowing the lawn. He worked with the
Conservation Dept. after graduation for about 20
years. “It was all about forests, game animals,
and others connected,” he recalls. “I owned a
spot in the Adirondacks, where I took down pine
timber, deer, and a few fur bearers. The fishing
in the Adirondacks was mostly for trout, but we
did take some nice bass and pike in the Saranacs.
We used to climb mountains, too, when we were
young and full of energy.” In the Army, he visited England, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales. “Later
hit the edge of France on D-Day. That took us
through to Germany, then Italy, and finally
Africa. The Sahara and other spots (wildlife) were
great. When home it was easy to work and do
good until I got into my sixties and seventies.
Still kicking!”
Doris Van Alstyne Peller (Valparaiso, IN)
lives in the home she had built for her retirement
years. “A quadruple bypass has slowed me up considerably, but I’m still active in Philanthropic Educational Organization Int’l (PEO) and Kappa
Kappa Kappa Indiana sorority. Both do much to
help people with their education and also underprivileged people.” When her children headed off
to college, Doris returned to teaching home economics for a decade at Valparaiso U., an opportunity she credits to her own training at Cornell.
She still hears from Ellen “Toni” Saxe Stewart,
who lives in Kendal at Ithaca, a few miles from
the Cornell campus. “We exchange Christmas
newsletters and when I’ve driven from Valparaiso
to Kinderhook, NY, I’ve stopped in Ithaca for a
visit.” Like Doris, Claire Herrick Yetter (Englewood, CO) is involved with PEO to help young
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It is strangely comforting to sit in
the family room and gaze out the
sliding glass door on the backyard,
which no longer needs cutting, and write this
column for you to read in March 2010. After
enjoying a 67-degree day earlier in the week, we
are now getting our first snowstorm, and our
lovely fall weather is over. My winter activities
will now revolve around mandatory exercises
supervised by a charming physical therapist
under the home care Medicare program. Following this I am to do lots of walking prescribed by
my neurosurgeon, who performed a lumbar
laminectomy on me November 18. The leg pains
that almost made me a wheelchair patient are
gone and life ahead seems much brighter. In
fact, I can hardly wait for spring 2010.
Enough about me . . . I still have two news
notes to report. Ruth Marshall Kibbey (Tuscaloosa, AL) still volunteers at the hospital and her
church, but has stopped driving or traveling, for
the most part. She does admit she is well and
content—my records show that this was her
lifestyle as reported in past news notes and is a
good way to enjoy life indefinitely. Congratulations, Ruth. Edith Lewis Perman-Allen (S. Hadley,
MA) is “still going strong” in her retirement community surrounded by five colleges and all kinds
of cultural activities. Her husband died last April
at 97 years of age and Edith thanks him for the 12
wonderful years they had together. (Ken and I call
our years together since 1995 the “bonus years.”)
Edith still keeps in touch with Doris Tripler Kiely
and Sylvia Weintrob Kessler. She also reports with
sadness that her roommate, Grace O’Dare Kimball,
died in April 2009. I am sorry not to have made
note of this before—Grace was a notable member
of our class. Thank you, Edith.
Hope springs eternal that Christmas letters
and more news notes about your lives as they
change with the rapid changes all around us will
be coming. We need to pass down some of our
accumulated “wisdom,” not the least of which
may be, “How to live through and learn from a
‘Great Depression.’” Peace be with you. c Shirley
Richards Sargent Darmer, 20 Haddington Ln.,
Delmar, NY 12054; e-mail, kid12054@aol.com.
Your correspondent is a retired structural engineer and I still read several trade journals. I was
perusing Modern Steel Construction recently. Imagine my surprise when I ran across an article titled
“National Award—Reconstructed Thurston Avenue
Bridge Over Fall Creek, Ithaca, NY.” It’s enough for
us to say that the judges raved about it. Anyway,
this brought back memories of Ed King and me
walking over that bridge every morning on our
way to Lincoln Hall, at that time the home of the
Civil Engineering school. On one side, we had the
view of Beebe Lake, the Johnny Parsons Club, and
the CE Hydraulics Lab, built into the side of the
gorge—to think we even had a few classes in that
cold, dark place—and on the other, the beautiful
gorge with its swimming off the rocks.

But back to the present . . . Jack Weikart
(Hockessin, DE) lives in Cokesbury Village, another CCRC, and enjoys it very much. He has been
in contact with fellow Chemical Engineering grads
Bill Nicoll, John Powers, and Bob Herrman. He
suggests that it would be good to hear from other ’41 ChemE’s and circulate the letters. Good idea,
and here’s one to get the ball rolling: Julian
Smith, on whom we’ve reported previously, writes
in part that he and fellow author Prof. Pete Harriott ’48 received the American Inst. of Chemical
Engineers 2008 Lewis Award for contributions to
chemical engineering education. Julian says it
was primarily for their textbook, Unit Operations
of Chemical Engineering, now in its 7th edition
and more than half a million copies in print. Very
impressive!
David Altman, BA ’40 (Menlo Park, CA) reports
that he and wife Beverley vacationed again during 2009 in Maui, HI. He still plays tennis and
golf with friends in his age bracket, and attended
the annual Cornell presidential event, this year on
sustainable energy systems. In his words, “It
brought me back to my original interest in energy back in 1973 when we had the Mideast oil crisis. My interest then was in the hybrid car, using
stretched rubber bands instead of batteries for
energy.” David, you should let Obama know.
Lastly, John Matthews (Albany, TX) writes
succinctly, in true Texas style, “Still ranching; ride
a ‘four-wheeler’ instead of a horse. Can still tilt
a glass and dance a bit.” I think that’s a good
note on which to close. Keep those News Forms
coming! c Warner Lansing, 6065 Verde Trl. S.,
#G310, Boca Raton, FL 33433; tel., (561) 4872008; e-mail, wlansing@bellsouth.net.
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Barbara Crohurst Howell has
successfully moved to outside
Rhode Island to be near her
three children. She’s in a retirement home near
the ocean. Joe Kandiko (Chanhassen, MN) is
happy in his assisted-living apartment. Call it a
new adventure, as it has aerobic facilities, a theater, church services, and, “of course, Connie’s
piano. Leaving Willow Creek after 19 years was
difficult, especially Connie’s yellow rose. Now 40
feet tall, it gave shade and I enjoyed swinging
on it daily.” He hopes to have a garden at the
new home. I’m sure you will, Joe.
I read about Penn beating Cornell 34-0 in
the annual fall football game, but was pleased to
find that Sports Illustrated placed our basketball
team as number 52 on the list of 65 teams that
will compete in the NCAA field on Selection Sunday. How well I recall the Penn games all through
my life: my Dad went to Penn, but I was always
for Cornell.
Bill Webster (Commack Village, AR; b.web
ster@umfa.org) writes of possibly his most active year ever. He went to Auckland, NZ, for two
weeks in March, visiting granddaughters who sang
and danced in Hello Dolly performances. Then to
his son’s marriage in Michigan, and in August attended the final reunion of his 3rd Attack Group
in Anchorage, AK. His daily routine is lonely now,
as he misses Betty, who passed away on New
Year’s Eve in 2008, but looks forward to hearing
about great bicycle rides by his “Kiwi” grandchildren in New Zealand—from 147 to 1,225 miles.
Bill also teaches geography in primary school. VIP
stands for Volunteers in Public Schools. He says,
“Today’s 7- to 12-year-olds are so smart it is a
challenge to stay even with them.” Bill kindly

sent me two Cornell sweatshirts, which my grandsons will enjoy—especially Frank, 3, who plays
on a Seattle hockey team that has adopted the
Cornell Red shirts and named themselves the Red
Raiders. Now that’s a coincidence.
Lynn Timmerman (Boynton Beach, FL) wants
to remind everyone who has a computer to go to
our class website, http://classof42.alumni.cornell.
edu. He says it is very interesting, and the latest
entry is from Jim Kraker. Prez Liz Schlamm Eddy
keeps it up to date.
Marjory Schminck Dalenius (Providence, RI)
has been sculpting and participated in a show with
her daughter May at the Providence Art Club. Dick
and Barbara Johnson Earl celebrated Barbara’s
89th birthday. She still enjoys the pool and her
condo on the Plantation Golf Course in Venice, FL.
Joan Bottstein Greenberg (Seattle, WA; J3942@
aol.com) lives in an independent retirement home
and enjoys the many activities. She attends Cornell events when she can. Ruth Simes Morgan
(Ashburn, VA) moved to a retirement community,
where she is chairman of the Foods/Dining Services committee. She congratulates Liz Eddy on her
Rhodes Award recognition and remembers meeting her on her first day at Cornell. Their dorm was
at 15 East—where the Hotel school now stands.
Bertram and Beatrice King (Aventura, FL)
may also move to a retirement home. Bert is busy
taking courses at Florida Int’l U. and legal courses on DVD from the Teaching Co. in Chantilly, VA.
Donald, BArch ’47, and Renee Brozan Goldsmith
’47 (Delray Beach, FL; donbgoldsmith@gmail.
com) play tennis and golf three times weekly. Renee also plays duplicate bridge three times a
week at a local bridge club. She writes, “We plan
to remain at out home at the Hamlet Country
Club ‘till death do us part.’ ” They are contemplating taking up volunteering.
Frank Caplan (Roseburg, OR; frankcaplan@
gmail.com) now lives in an assisted living facility and hears from the Triangle fraternity. Richard,
MS ’54, and Edna Shotwell (Glen Cove, NY;
RAShotwell@aol.com) attended their son-in-law’s
retirement party after 38 years teaching in the
same school in Union Springs, NY, where Richard
spent 38 years. Richard went back to Auburn in
late August to celebrate his 90th birthday with
his family. Paula Collins Preller (Vancouver, WA)
and husband Arno, with their two sons and a
daughter-in-law, flew to Anchorage, AK, to visit
their daughter and then cruised back. They had
stops along the way. A great trip. They love their
new home on the Columbia River in Vancouver,
where they had lived years ago.
Thanks to all for sending me such interesting
accounts of your past and present. Keep it going,
and do contact friends also. If you’re not included
here, there’s more news to come next issue. c Carolyn Evans Finneran, 8815 46th St. NW, Gig Harbor, WA 98335; e-mail, carolynfinn@comcast.net.

Class Notes

women further their education. She has also been
gardening and doing church work. “I belong to
several groups that meet regularly. They include
young people who keep me young.”
More to come in the next issue. Thanks to
everyone who sent in their news! c Class of
1940, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401 East State
St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14950. Class Notes Editor e-mail, adr4@cornell.edu.
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Henry Hood, MD ’51 (Exeter,
NH), former CEO of Geisinger
Clinic, Danville, PA, writes: “Before my wife Jane died in 2004, she insisted that
I should and would have another partner. That happened four years later when Nancy and I repeated
our vows in the little Anglican church in Tasmania
where her family worshipped. We visited her native
homestead and stood in the room where she had
been born 85 years earlier! A high school chemistry teacher, she left for the U. of London, a PhD,
and a career as a research scientist at Rockefeller
March | April 2010
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Inst., Sloan-Kettering, and finally the U. of Texas
Medical College at Galveston. I have truly enjoyed
a fabulous life.” Here’s an excerpt from a long,
long letter from classmate Alan Gould (Jekyll
Island, GA): “It’s a good thing your Dad was a
shirtmaker and not a swimmer—you could have
been S. Miller Weismuller and built like Tarzan.
[Al, baby, you think I’m not!] Well, enough Tom
Foolery, you’ve been a joy to read month after
month. The only way the class could’ve done better is if Bud Finneran’s wife had been ’43.” He
also pointed out, as did Larry Lowenstein, that I
erred in placing sportswriter Stanley Woodward
with the New York Times instead of the Herald Tribune. Al’s war story involves aforementioned Mr.
Woodward, a family friend [naturally enough since
Al’s father, A. J. Gould Sr. ’21, was president of
the Associated Press, a gig in those days even more
lucrative than editor of the Sun], who stopped to
see him in 1944 at his base in England and “probably saved my life without knowing it.” Maybe Al
will soon tell us how. Watch this space.
This from Annette Jackson Young (Washington, VA) on how the recession has affected her:
“Pocket-wise, deeply, but still in my historic home
on almost two acres and in 3,500 square feet of
house. And as for the economic future, I haven’t
the vaguest. I’m not great with numbers or clearly
I would have gotten rid of this place.” Hedy
Neutze Alles (Haddonfield, NJ) solved the situation
thus: “I live in Wal-Mart.” And this from Beatrice
Swick Ornitz (up the pike in Princeton, NJ): “I’m
a realtor and am so sad for all those affected.”
Among those for whom sadly we turn down
an empty glass, count Bob Ladd (Poolesville,
MD), husband of Carol (Bowman). Bob founded
a number of technology companies, was an executive secretary to Vice President Richard Nixon,
and served three terms on the Cornell Council and
twice as president of the Washington Cornell Club.
He was a founder of the Development Committee
of the Cornell College of Agriculture and Life Sciences and was responsible for the largest gift to
CALS at that time, the $1.3 million Madrey Farm.
And another for innovator, philanthropist, longtime golfer, one-time Big Red track star Bob Larson (Freeville, NY). After his war (major, artillery,
Po Valley), he became captain and coach of the
US Army Touring Int’l Track Team, for which he also
competed in javelin, high jump, and 1,600-meter
relay. He later founded a track and field meet that
encouraged the entrance of underprivileged athletes of all backgrounds and spurred their achievements on the track and in the classroom. In 1958
he founded Larson Mortgage Co., which grew to
650 people in six states before becoming a wholly employee-owned bank involved in the building
of modest-income housing across New Jersey.
During the race riots of the 1960s, he founded a
construction company that employed local African
Americans as managers and a mortgage company
with black female executives. Bob spearheaded
(bad choice of words, Ithaca Journal—let’s make
it pioneered) fair housing by expanding access to
mortgage loans to minorities. Later he developed
trade arrangements between Poland and the US,
including financing the first high-rise buildings
(the 46-story Marriot, for one) in Warsaw. His obituary filled more than half a page in the Ithaca
Journal, but failed to mention his role as honorary
chairman of our 60th Reunion. Alas.
This from Constance Schrader ’75: “My mom,
Betsy Small Schrader, passed away in May. I confess she was the sole subscriber to the Alumni
Magazine (we are a cheap but dedicated Cornell
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family) and she would cut out the ’75 class notes
to send to me, ’76 to my brother, and my niece
and nephew, both 2003. She had been a recreational assistant for the Red Cross in the Philippines and Japan during and after WWII. For fun
she dived and rode a motorcycle. She was a
sought-after editor and proofreader, a community activist (see Class Notes box on her work with
the Language Bank of Cleveland, July/Aug ’06 issue), and a crack Spider solitaire player.”
Perhaps you tuned in to the Ken Burns National Parks series and noted the musings of naturalist John Muir (1838-1914): “I wonder if leaves
feel lonely when they see their neighbors falling.”
Too maudlin by half, but yes we do, sir, we truly
do. c S. Miller Harris, P.O. Box 164, Spinnerstown, PA 18968; e-mail, olchap@comcast.net.
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It’s early December—and Washington, DC’s first snowfall.
Large flakes flitting by all day
as this news is written.
The Cornell Association of Class Officers was
set to have its Mid-Winter Meeting in D.C. on
January 29-31—under a new name, the Cornell
Alumni Leadership Conference—rather than New
York for several reasons, including cost containment. The Washington Marriott Wardman Park Hotel was chosen as the site. Report to follow in
the next issue.
CCRCs (continuing care retirement communities) are the news for this octogenarian group.
Charles Van Arsdale writes from Lexington, MA,
where an interesting group (ex-Harvard, MIT, and
Tufts) dwells. He has a Cornell senior granddaughter, but three went to Penn. “It gives me
great pleasure to tell them that at least one is
getting a good education.” Ruth Caplan Brunton reports from Friendship Village of Tempe, AZ,
where she and her husband are healthy, happy,
and busy with many activities daily. She invites
classmates to visit.
Alison King Barry, BArch ’47, moved to
Loomis Village near the Berkshires of Massachusetts. She enjoys the activities, such as boat trips,
choir performances, art museum—“but most of
all spending time with my grandson and children.” Wayne Faulkner attended a granddaughter’s high school graduation in Milton, MA, and
later saw her off to Oberlin Conservatory. Editor’s
question to “Bill” in the Bay Village Retirement
Home: Last name please?
Barbara Van Slyke Anderson sent a long letter from “an excellent CCRC in Glendale, AZ.” She
and Doug lived for 40 years on an Indian reservation in northern Arizona. He was a trader and
she taught secondary English while raising three
children. She lost her husband and a son in 2008.
She enjoys seeing two daughters and their families, one nearby, the other in Austin, TX, where
her son-in-law is dean of the School of Fine Arts
at the U. of Texas. Writes Barbara, “If you had
been in Yellowstone in May, you would have seen
an old lady with Alpine walking sticks attempting every scenic path in the park.” She could not
come to reunion in June because she was putting
finishing touches on a book ready to be sent to
the publisher. “It is partly memoirs, partly history, and a lot about two cultures learning together to navigate today’s world.” Barbara has some
Cornell stories to get written one of these days.
Marie Buenning Ploetz Cramer and husband
Shannon have settled into Grand Oaks Assisted Living in Washington, DC. They have sold house and
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car, so the Rundells will have to go a’calling—
your correspondent still drives. Marie and Shannon
have 11 children (how many grands?) to visit—
five of his and six of hers. Fred Watkins and wife
Peg announce their first great-granddaughter, Katlyn Rose Kaplan, born in June. She was preceded
by two great-grandsons, then 5 and 3 years old.
Fred says he and Peg are healthy and active. Connie (Avery) ’48 and Lew Mix report Avery Christine in March. They have two grandsons: Alistaire,
a sophomore in the Army Medical School program
at the U. of Arizona; and Zachary, a plebe at the
US Naval Academy. S. Harvey Janowitz, proudly
claiming a granddaughter, missed reunion because
he attended ’09 graduation exercises. The family
now has four Cornellians.
Short takes. Chuck McCoy writes from Tarzana, CA: “Still enjoying reasonably good health
and living in our own home, but this can’t go on
forever.” Alice Gallup Stout was slowly recovering from February 2009 surgery. Carl Yunker was
enjoying retired life on the farm in Elba, NY, with
his Cornell son and grandson running it. c Nancy Torlinski Rundell, 20540 Falcons Landing Cir.,
#4404, Sterling, VA 20165; tel., (703) 404-9494.
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I’ve circled in red the dates June
10-13 on my calendar, and I
hope my readers have done the
same. Those are the dates of our class reunion.
“Which one?” you may ask. It’s our 65th! “Is that
possible?” Plan to come to Ithaca that weekend
and confirm with your classmates the number of
years since we graduated. Bring with you jackets,
shirts, hats, etc., from previous reunions. Now
that we’re in the downsizing stage of life, your
reunion planning committee decided we don’t
need extra stuff, and it would be fun to see what
was worn previously. Ernie Gosline, MD ’47, has
offered to play the violin for both background
music and serious listening. Would you also play
some solos, Thelma Emile Hunter?
Mort Eydenberg’s daughter gave him an 85th
birthday party in September, and among those
present were Henry Deutsch, DVM ’50, Marjorie
Marks Boas Levins, Bob Ornitz, Dick Sainburg,
and Dave Sawyer. Along with birthday greetings,
the group sang the Cornell Alma Mater. Mort already has reserved his room at the Statler for reunion and is encouraging his friends to join him.
Marvin Moser is clinical professor of medicine,
Yale U. School of Medicine; editor-in-chief, Medical Roundtable, Cardiovascular Edition; and president, Hypertension Education Foundation. He
travels, plays golf, and has a new metal knee. He
retired as editor-in-chief of the Journal of Clinical Hypertension after 11 years.
Henrietta Burgott Gehshan is in a Bible
study group and a women’s club. She visits nursing homes and arranges programs for a retired
teachers group. She distributes copies of a biography of her late husband, Nicholas ’47, MS ’48,
written by her daughter Shelly Gehshan ’76. She
is getting information on the genealogy of the
Gehshan family. Henrietta remembers most fondly meeting her husband at a Wesley Foundation
group. Ruth Boyd Wilson is keeping a small horse
farm together in Hume, VA. She writes that she
is in the garden club and plays bridge, much of
which consists of great stupidity and moments of
genius. (Those of us who play bridge know exactly
what you mean.) She spends summers and parts
of winter at her place in Maine. Her fond memory of Cornell days is swimming in the gorge.
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Thursday, Nov. 11 was like
Christmas here—Cornell sent
me a stack of your News Forms.
I had been wondering what I’d write about, but
as usual, you came through. Most of you include
news with your dues, and some even write
directly to me.
Nancy Mynott Davis (Avon, CT) reports and
writes about the Bloomfield, CT, schools. She said
that her English classes at Cornell have greatly
influenced her life. She volunteers at her local
historical society and at her church. Joyce Jacobowitz Concors lost her husband, Arthur ’43,
in Nov. 2006. She works at the family’s business,
the Thruway Shopping Center in Walden, NY. Their
sons Leslie (Syracuse U.) and Bruce (Alfred U.)
run the business. She is a member of the local
historical society and the women’s club, and enjoys wintering in Delray Beach, FL.
Joan Waite Martens (NYC) wrote that her
husband Frederick, MD ’57, is deceased. She
added that golf and old age have been her greatest challenges. She volunteers at Kips Bay Boys

Club in NYC. Pat Kinne Paolella (Lakewood, NJ)
e-mailed that she and husband Sal attended the
20th anniversary of the Cornell Club in NYC. This
club was established in 1889 but has only had
the club building since 1989. We thank Alice
Powell Greenwood (Rye, NY) for her dues contribution to keep our class going.
I am now including my new e-mail address—
mopsyk@comcast.net. For my 85th birthday in
August, my son thought it was time. If you wonder why the moniker—my dad gave me the nickname from Beatrix Potter’s Peter Rabbit books, and
my grandchildren also use it. Thank you again for
all your messages. Keep them coming to: c Elinor Baier Kennedy, 9 Reading Dr., Apt 302, Wernersville, PA 19565; tel., (610) 927-8777.
Dot and William Sklarz (Edison, NJ; wsklarz@
aol.com) enjoy their four grandchildren, ages 3 to
6 years. Bill’s major extracurricular activity is volunteering for the Metropolitan Opera education
department. Bill and Dot travel between their New
Jersey and Vermont homes and recently to New
Zealand, Australia, the Dominican Republic, and
Tahiti. The Dominican jaunt—a trip for ten—was
the most fun. Bill and Dot hosted their two daughters and sons-in-law and the four pre-teenybopper
grandchildren. They have plans for a deluxe trip to
France and Switzerland. What Bill would rather be
doing now is ski racing. Are the trips to Vermont,
New Zealand, and Australia ski-race training? If so,
he’d be a source of great pride to his buddies from
Cornell’s Dorm 17. Bill plans to be at our 65th in
2011 to answer questions on any of the above.
We will miss two other very active classmates. They probably would have liked being remembered by classmates through gifts to the
new Samuel L. Miller Jr. and Mavis Gillette
Sand 1946 Memorial Scholarship Fund (Fund
Number 161221), honoring ’46’s fallen leaders.
Mail checks to BNY Mellon, Lockbox 223623,
Pittsburgh, PA 15253-9874; or phone 1-800-2793099 for credit cards.
William Papsco (Windsor, CA), 84, died at
home on Sept. 27, ’09. He earned his BEE through
the Navy’s V12 program at Cornell, where he was
coxswain of the Big Red crew. At Harvard Business School, Bill acquired an MBA and pals with
whom he traveled around the globe. He is survived by Carol, his wife of 56 years, two children,
and two grandchildren. Bill was a wine enthusiast and gourmet chef, who created huge messes
producing culinary masterpieces. His favorite flavor was life. Bill treasured his family and friends,
his Austrian cousins, and his fellow beachcombers at Makena Surf in Hawaii. He was a very
active Cornell alumnus, serving on the Class of
’46 board and as class correspondent with great
spirit and enthusiasm.
Ray Gildea Jr. (Columbus, MS) met Trudy
(Serby) ’52 in 1951 at his 5th Reunion. Now, after a wonderful 57-year marriage, Trudy has reported that Ray died at 86 on Oct. 19, ’09. Ray
graduated from the Ag school in 1948, but chose
to be affiliated with his original Class of ’46. He
regularly attended reunions, but missed our 60th
because of macular degeneration and walking
problems. He was a professor of geography for 45
years, the last 40 at the U. of Alabama. Ray’s
greatest love was teaching and imparting to students and children of our military in the Mideast
how land, climate, and topography shape the character of a people. And he also had great love for
Trudy, their four children and eight grandchildren,
Cornell, and Theta Xi fraternity. Send news to: c

Paul Levine, 31 Chicory Lane, San Carlos, CA
94070; tel., (650) 592-5273; e-mail, pblevine@
juno.com. Class website, http://classof46.alumni.
cornell.edu.
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As you must know by now, I
share this column with Arlie
Williamson Anderson so that we
each have a three-month hiatus. This will be a
permanent hiatus if we do not hear from you, so
please take the time to drop me a line about
what you are doing, have done, or will be doing
in the future. I know you like to read about your
former classmates, and I know they would like to
read about you, so please do it now!
As I write this column it is the beginning of
December and no frost yet. My daffodils are about
one inch above the ground—could it be global
warming? That being said, you will not be reading this until spring when those same daffodils
are in full bloom.
Here is some news from fellow alumni. Joan
Weisberg Schulman lives in Santa Rosa, CA, and
is active in the Osher Lifelong Learning program
administered through Sonoma State U. Helen
Hallas Fazio has relocated to Cape Cod to an assisted living facility. She is legally blind due to
macular degeneration, but is still actively fundraising for the American Diabetes Association’s Research for a Cure. No contributions are too small.
I have received an obituary notice about Shirley
Green Thorington, wife of Gerald ’49, DVM ’52.
Shirley was the first woman elected to the Rushford Central School Board of Education, and served
for 15 years. She also was a 4H leader of three
clubs, teaching homemaking skills for many years.
She was a member of (as well as president of) the
NYS Veterinary Medical Society Auxiliary in the
1970s. Another past achievement was as Inspector of Elections for many years in Rushford.
Fred Matthies has been enjoying retirement
for the past 19 years in Fort Collins, CO, and has
three grandchildren and one great-grandson. Barbara Bateholts Smith has moved to a continuing
care retirement community on James Island in the
city of Charleston, SC. Last year she traveled to
Antarctica. Franklin Carney spends winters in
Florida and summers in Maine. Richard Gavin also
divides his time, with winters in Scottsdale, AZ,
and summers in Northbrook, IL.
Shirley Buck Rabeler writes that her granddaughter Julie Settle ’09 is a fourth-generation
Cornellian. Shirley “Sy” Yenoff Kingsly returned
to CAU to take a course on Great American Trials
with Glenn Altschuler, PhD ’76. (My comment
to Sy: “Isn’t it more fun when you don’t have to
worry about taking an exam?”) She and husband
Sandy live in Longboat Key, FL, in the winter and
Short Hills, NJ, in the summer. They have a grandson majoring in Chinese and spending the summer in Beijing; another grandson is a freshman
at George Washington U. in D.C. My dearest and
contemporary friend Yetta Haber Farber and her
husband celebrated their 62nd anniversary this
year. Can anyone top this?
My knockout roses are in full bloom in late
December, both in my garden and as cut flowers on my desk. If I have piqued your curiosity
about this fabulous rose bush, contact me with
your questions.
Now for home front news. Our granddaughter
Lauren received a scholarship to the U. of Connecticut and is a goalie on the lacrosse team. Our
youngest granddaughter, Emily, 15, is in her Bucks
March | April 2010
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Margaret Taylor MacDonald reports that she celebrated her 85th birthday and 63rd wedding anniversary in late summer. She has had two
career/hobbies, genealogy and antiques. She has
three children who have done well and nine “incredibly talented” grandchildren. She won’t be at
the reunion because she says she has trouble
climbing hills, but we hope she will change her
mind about attending when she learns that we
will be chauffeured all around by special transportation appropriate for a 65th Reunion class.
Our sincere condolences to William Packard,
whose wife passed away. He is recovering from
rheumatoid arthritis and would like to be working and playing tennis again. He’d like to hear
from members of the 1944-45 crew.
Alma Morton Blazic has cut way down on
traveling and spends lots of hours at the shop of
the American Cancer Society as a volunteer. She
also helps one of her grandchildren. William
Berley has retired from the real estate business
and does New York things like theater, opera lectures, movies, Tai Chi, ballet, and concerts. He
fondly remembers Cornell friendships that have
lasted a lifetime, the campus beauty, and some
really well-taught courses. Co-class correspondent
Bob Frankenfeld, MD ’47, and his wife recently
returned from five great days in Cincinnati, where
they enjoyed a granddaughter’s violin recital toward earning an MA in music at the Conservatory of Music. She is a member of the Austin and
Dayton symphony orchestras.
Geraldine Dunn Jennings has 18 grandchildren and is about to become a great-grandmother. She directs an English conversation club
in a Montgomery County library. She says that
the people who attend have fascinating stories
to tell about their homelands. Virginia Mikkelsen
MacGuire says that one of her fond Cornell memories is knowing Nancy Luther Baird, a sister TriDelt
and loyal Cornellian, who passed away in June
2004. She often visited Nancy in her Vienna, VA,
home and spoke with her frequently on the phone.
In conclusion, do plan on attending reunion
next June 10-13. And please send news to either
of us: c Julie Kamerer Snell, 3154 Gracefield
Rd., #111, Silver Spring, MD 20904-0806; e-mail,
julie.snell@verizon.net; or Robert Frankenfeld,
6291 E. Bixby Hill Rd., Long Beach, CA 908154703; e-mail, betbobf@aol.com.
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County High School marching band and will have
performed on New Year’s Day in London, England.
As the old saying goes “That’s all the news
that’s fit to print.” c Sylvia Kianoff Shain, 653
Primrose Lane, River Vale, NJ 07675; tel., (201)
391-1263; e-mail, IraShain1@verizon.net; Arlie
Williamson Anderson, 238 Dorchester Rd.,
Rochester, NY 14610; tel., (585) 288-3752; email, arlie47@aol.com.
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Art Behrer, New Bern, NC: “Golf,
duplicate bridge, reading, fishing. Things get worse—inflation,
greed, overpopulation, poor politicians, dishonesty.
Solution: work hard. Enjoyed Municipal Law with
Prof. Thatcher (Simple Basics in Law). Toughest
course was Hydraulics (I forget the professor’s
name). Just finished fighting with computer and
rehashing the morning bridge hands. Tomorrow—
golf! I drive a 12-year-old Mercury Marquis; it runs
well, looks good, and is quiet. Don’t want anything
better. I’m going to Annapolis for a club meeting
for three days. Wish I was fishing in Alaska. I’m a
life member of the National Society of Professional
Engineers (NSPE) and am a Golden Age Master in
the American Contract Bridge League.”
Bart Holm, West Grove, PA: “Volunteering,
trying to stay physically active and mentally
alert. Situation is improving. Favorite course was
Physics (Prof. Guy Grantham, PhD ’20). Toughest was Electrical Engineering Principles. Just
paid bills, and tomorrow am walking with a
friend and watching US Open tennis. I drive a
Chrysler Sebring; nothing especially good about
it. Would prefer a Honda or Toyota. I had a good
cruise up the Amazon River, and my next trip is
a drive to Lake Champlain. It’s a challenge to
stay active and healthy. My least worry is raising
my children. Politicians never change. They favor
their position over the common good. Be a good
citizen; help others.”
John Mitchell, St. Petersburg, FL: “The situation is going downhill. The relentless ‘Barack Attack’ on the Constitution is discouraging. Congress
must come to the realization that the private sector runs things better than the government.”
Stanley Reeves, MEd ’55, DeWitt, NY (winters in
Clearwater, FL): “Bridge, church activities. Favorite
course was Ag Econ 102 with Prof. Stan Warren
’27, PhD ’31. Toughest was Plant Pathology. My
wife, Mary (Seeley) ’49, MS ’59, and I took two
handicapped retired teachers to an Onondaga
County retired teachers luncheon. One of the retired teachers is 103 years old. No, she doesn’t
drive. Seeing the doctor tomorrow and driving to
Florida soon for the winter! I use a ’99 Buick with
110,000 miles on it. It has lasting power and dependability. Will always prefer a Buick. Big problem is health (mine). Most important event(s)
were marriage and birth of daughter. My least
worry is shoveling snow.”
John Osborne, Vestal, NY: “Family, AARP tax
aide, RSVP, Vestal Historical Society, church council, exercise classes, walking, election inspector.
Deficit spending and high unemployment mean
downhill ride for economy. Solution: cut down on
government spending, including stimulus and
healthcare reform. My favorite class was Economics. Just finished mowing the lawn, then to
senior aerobics class. Will work at the polls for
the primary election. I drive a Buick Lucerne. It’s
comfortable, but I’d like an SUV. Going next to
visit daughter and son-in-law. Wish I was back on
the Cornell campus. It’s becoming more difficult
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to keep up with the grandkids in this rapidly
changing computer technology. Biggest problem
is staying healthy. Married 56 years ago—the
most important event in my life. My least worry
is financial. Recently discovered Facebook. Life
is love, happiness, joy.”
Roberta Caverno Roberts, Kennett Square,
PA: “Bird-watching, traveling, swimming, walking, bridge, reading, Philadelphia orchestra and
ballet, SPCA volunteer, book group. Situation is
bad: eight years of a disastrous presidency, lack
of financial regulations and oversight, weakening
of environmental laws. Answer: change! I remember most the beauty of the Cornell area and
the stimulating environment; would like to forget
walking to the Ag campus with bare legs (wore
pants only for labs). I’m getting ready to move—
plan to go to Crosslands Retirement Community,
part of the Kendal Retirement Community (original location). Will travel to Brazil to bird-watch
in September. I like Kennett Square, but the
Caribbean or Florida would be nice. Traveled to
Alaska, Oregon, Washington State, Guatemala, and
Paris in 2008. Big problem today is packing to fit
four and a half rooms into two. Solution: get rid
of ‘stuff.’ The least of my worries is who wins the
Superbowl, but it would be nice if the Eagles get
there and win. Every day I learn something new
in many different areas. Enjoy the ‘now!’ That was
probably the best thing about Cornell—today
counts. Your children are your best asset.”
Dorothea “Doty” Underwood, East Aurora, NY:
“Recuperating from back hit, snow-blowing, and
overdoing a few other annoyances. Situation bad!
Economy needs real skilled help. Fondest memory is our class and the education and social life—
and the hugs from the ’48 men when I was class
president! Would like to forget the teachers. Tomorrow I exercise—physical therapy and occupational therapy and nurse’s aide two times a
week. Wish I were in Hawaii. No one is an island.
Good neighbors pitched in while I was waiting
for help, which was finally scheduled.” c Bob
Persons, 102 Reid Ave., Port Washington, NY
11050; phone and fax, (516) 767-1776; e-mail,
bobpersons@verizon.net.
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“Cornell, Cornell, B M A!” (Best
Men Afloat!), the traditional
send-off cheer as the rowing
team makes its way from the boathouse, is a fitting introduction to a wonderful video of the
great champion Cornell ’49 lightweight rowing
team, sent to us by Michael Staines ’71 (Radnor,
PA; mlstaines6255@aol.com), chair of the Cornell
Rowing Association. “I think you will find it
extremely interesting and quite inspirational,” he
says. “This was a great crew and I am so happy
that Billy Boyce ’08 (New Haven, CT), lightweight national champion, and currently assistant
heavyweight rowing coach at Yale, was able to
put this video together.” The site is http://www.
row2k.com/video/view.cfm?vid=8108. Michael
also adds that he was privileged to know Carl
Ulrich, then coach at the US Naval Academy, and
“a very tough competitor of ours.”
Captain Norman Baker (Windsor, MA; cap
norm@aol.com) writes that winning the American Henley Championship, “with my wonderful
lightweight crewmates and remaining friends for
60 years,” is the one thing he remembers most
fondly from his time at Cornell. Our 60th Reunion
brought them together again to row on the Inlet.
His present job is with Howard & Norman Baker
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LLC in Long Island City, NY. His after-hours are
filled with activities such as flying his Cessna Skyhawk, cross-country. In January, flying to Santa
Barbara for an Explorers Club Board meeting (he’s
a director), he was grounded in Albuquerque by
weather and reluctantly had to take an airliner to
complete the trip. He’s also jumping thoroughbreds and taking wilderness canoe trips in
Saskatchewan, Canada. Recently he was told that
he broke the record as the oldest person—at
80—ever to climb to the top of Lindseth Wall on
three different routes. Bravo, Norm!
Sylvia Hirschhaut Frank (Kensington, MD;
sfrjjf@msn.com) notes that husband Robert volunteers as a pro bono attorney for people with
housing problems. She’s proud of her granddaughters at Cornell: Jenny Frank ’10, a senior in
the Hotel school, and Shannon Frank ’12, a sophomore in Arts and Sciences. Other grandchildren
are Anna, a sophomore at MIT, Maddie, a junior at
the U. of Oregon, and Patrick, a senior at Miami
U. Her recent trips were to visit family in Florida
and Oregon. Sylvia would most like to hear from
Ruth Simon Feinberg ’50. Harold Ward (Bremerton, WA; haroldward1@gmail.com) volunteers at
church and has been doing renovation work at the
parish rectory. However, he’d rather be traveling
to visit relatives and friends. Attending football
and basketball games while playing in the Big Red
Band is the one thing he remembers most fondly
from his Cornell days. Harold would enjoy hearing
from Richard Hammond (Cortland, NY) from the
Navy V-12 program in Electrical Engineering.
Donald Feiman (Naples, FL; dfeiman@embarq
mail.com) sends his business card and tells us
that at age 70 he began to move his retirement
fund from stocks and bonds into commercial real
estate “to better control my destiny.” He notes,
“After 12 fruitful years I find, once again, that
outside forces have as much to do with results
as sound business policy.” He and his wife, Len,
married for 57 years, very much enjoyed the 60th
Reunion and are looking forward to the next one.
Don has been taking a lot of photographs of the
Audubon Golf Club, which have been enlarged,
many to 30 x 40 inches, and are on display in the
club. He and Len traveled to Costa Rica in December and next year will take a riverboat cruise
through Belgium and Holland.
Ruth Samuels Hanft (Charlottesville, VA;
hrhanft@embarqmail.com) is married to Herbert
and is the mother of Jonathan Hanft ’79 (Minneapolis, MN) and Marjorie Hanft Martone. She reports that she is with the volunteer program
review for the United Way, the board of the Northwest Virginia Health Systems Agency, and an advisory committee at James Madison U., and is a
trustee for Congregation Beth Israel. After hours,
she enjoys dinner with friends. Of late, she’s been
trying to sell a house, visiting St. Maarten, and
gardening. Ruth says that she would rather be
traveling. Fond memories of her time at Cornell
include some professors, the Dance Club, the Music Room at the Straight, and the scenery.
Ted Levine, MA ’50 (Rye, NY; tedlevine@
dc-intl.com) is married to Patricia. He’s chairman
and co-founder of Development Counsellors Int’l,
a “unique firm that helps places (countries,
states, regions, cities, etc.) attract investors and
tourists; a world leader in marketing places,” he
tells us. His extracurricular duties are teaching
senior citizens in film and other “popular culture
subjects” at Iona College in Westchester and Palm
Beach Community College in Palm Beach, FL. He
has developed a new course for both colleges,
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In only three months, on June
10-13, we’ll gather again in
Ithaca to celebrate our 60th
Reunion. It is hard to believe that it has been
six-plus decades since we first arrived on campus,
some of us naive teenagers just out of high
school, others in their 20s or more, veterans of
WWII. There are nearly 1,000 of us still around and
in touch with the university, and we hope to beat
the record for attendance at a 60th Reunion—126
people—set by the Class of 1944. For more information, contact either of our reunion co-chairs:
Stan Rodwin, P.O. Box 904, Scottsville, NY 14546;
tel., (585) 889-3180 or rodpkg@frontiernet.net;
or Jane Wigsten McGonigal, PhD ’84, 1152 Coddington Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850; tel., (607) 2724065 or jwm7@cornell.edu.
Jane and her sophomore-year Risley roommates—Beverley Collins Adams (Manlius, NY;
badams4452@aol.com), Kitty Rusack Adams
(Fonda, NY), Ellen Forbes Andrews (Greenville, SC;
ea68@cornell.edu), and Frances Duncan Stowe
(West Stockholm, NY)—have gathered together
almost every year since graduation and have also
attended nearly every reunion together. This past
year the five women and their husbands met for
lunch in August at a restaurant in Syracuse.
George Allhusen (Cayuga, NY; ga28@cornell.edu)
works part-time as a financial consultant for Cornell’s NY FarmNet, which farm families can contact for information and services. Previously
George was a specialist in farm business management with Cornell Cooperative Extension. Jean
Thomas Herrington (Morongo Valley, CA; oregon
trail.b@juno.com), an engineer who worked on
spaceflights to the moon and planets, has published a short story, “Lilacs in My Life,” in the
Winter 2009 issue of the Int’l Lilac Society’s journal, Lilacs. Jean is from Hamburg, NY, where she
grew up on Clark Street, same as Douglas Lockwood, who lived “three farms down.” It is there,
Jean reports, that Douglas and his brother Harry
’52 now own and operate Lockwood Greenhouses.
Dick Loynd (Springfield, NJ), among his many
ventures, is on the board of Joy Global Inc., which
manufactures mining equipment. “Over the past
three years,” he writes, “I have visited coal mines
in China, oil sands in Canada, and copper mines
in Arizona. A great way to see the unbelievable
development that is going on around the world.”
Our class president, Dick Pogue (Cleveland, OH),
was named vice chairman of the board of trustees
of the U. of Akron (enrollment about 28,000.) He
is also chairman of the Cleveland chapter of the
American Red Cross. Dick continues as advisor to
Jones Day, the second largest US law firm. Polly
Armstrong Sherk, who lives in Palm Beach Gardens, FL, reports that her granddaughter Kate

Scupham has a Park Fellowship to study for her
MBA with the Class of 2011 at Cornell’s Johnson
School. Pat Johnson Carlow (North York, ON) was
a speech and language pathologist and currently
volunteers at a hospital information desk.
Robert Forrest, MS ’52 (Napa, CA; rustfam
vin@aol.com) earned a BA in Physics and a master’s in Aeronautical Engineering and was a computer programmer for the USAF Materiel Command
and for Douglas Aircraft in the 1950s and early
’60s. He then switched careers, finished his MD
from the U. of Utah in 1967 and practiced psychiatry for 27 years. Bill Holman (Schenectady,
NY; holmanw@gleneddy.com) was a financial representative for the Northwestern Mutual Financial
Network in Latham. He now sings in two barbershop choruses, one in Schenectady and another in
Englewood, FL. At the age of 96, Horst von Oppenfeld, PhD ’53 (Chevy Chase, MD; Oppenfeld@
hotmail.com) reports that “a lack of mobility
prevents my participation” in many activities.
Horst, you may recall, was a German officer during WWII who was captured in North Africa and
spent two-and-a-half years
in a POW camp in Kansas,
where he earned enough
college credits to join our
class as a junior. He became an agricultural economist and was a Cornell
visiting professor in the
Philippines. He then had a
John
long career with the World
Bank, with assignments in
45 countries around the globe. In Bangladesh,
Horst worked closely with Dr. Muhammad Yunus,
who won the 2006 Nobel Prize for developing the
Grameen Bank, which makes microloans to the
very poor.
Four of our classmates participated in CAU’s
on-campus classes last summer. John and Carol
McMillan Lawes (West Grove, PA) went to the sessions on War, Politics and Rights: Before and After 9/11 in Europe and America. Lawrence Lodico
(Ithaca, NY; lrlodico2@mac.com) took Creative
Nonfiction: A Writing Workshop and Italian Cookery Workshop: Not So Pasta. Walter Spalding
(North Olmstead, OH; walterspalding@att.net)
attended the Golf Clinic.
Sarah “Sally” Wallace Murray (North River,
NY; swmurray@frontiernet.net) sent along an
obituary from the Glens Falls (NY) Post Star of
Josephine Washburn Butler, who died in October 2009. Jo “had been employed until her death
as a microbiologist in several area hospital labs,”
the paper reported. “Jo most recently was the
clinical manager for Dr. Michael Thomson. Her
passion in life has been serving patients.” Jo and
husband John raised three daughters. c Marion
Steinmann, 237 West Highland Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19118-3819; tel., (215) 242-8443; email, cjoiner@ix.netcom.com; Paul H. Joslin,
6080 Terrace Dr., Johnston, IA 50151-1560; tel.,
(515) 278-0960; e-mail, phj4@cornell.edu.
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council members, but we are down to 43 and
looking for volunteers. If you’re interested, please
contact Jane Marcham, membership VP, at 414 E.
Buffalo St., Ithaca, NY, (607) 273-5754. Shelley
Epstein Akabas and Steve Rounds have been
planning for our 60th—can you believe it?—
Reunion. Get your friends and associates from
those days ready for April 2011.
Helen Malti Oliver’s morning newspaper
headline on Oct. 21, ’09 read, “Lebanon Activist
Barbara Burke Whitman, 80, Killed in I-89
Crash.” Helen wrote: “Apparently she was crossing over the median between north and southbound I-89 when she was struck by a pickup. She
was taken by ambulance to Dartmouth Hospital
and died there of her injuries. State police are
investigating the incident. Barbara was one of
the most active persons I’ve ever known. She was
a leader of many groups, a hiker, a skier, a puppeteer, a waitress serving meals in a shelter, a
demonstrator for causes she believed in. She had
six children, then her first husband died when
the children ranged from
baby to age 7. Seventeen years later she
married Bill MacDonald,
and they were a very
happy couple.”
Dan Nesbett (Ivoryton, CT) reports that son
Peter ’88 owns and edits Art on Paper, a magazine published in NYC
Osborne ’48
whose purview is the
avant-garde art scene,
“which Dad tries hard to understand.” Dan says
he plays piano “very loud and badly for local
charitable events and other gatherings. Everything I know about music/piano I learned from
David Dingle ’50, i.e., just hanging out, listening, enjoying! Horace ‘Buddy’ Hagerman is still
active in the Santa Fe, NM, area, focusing on water resources husbandry and his family/regional
heritage, leaving much material to the museum in
Las Cruces, NM. Graham Jones ’GR (arriving at
Cornell in ’48 with a master’s in theoretical
physics from Trinity College, Cambridge, UK, and
president of Kappa Alpha when he left in ’51 to
join IBM) later helped develop New York resources
in tech/scientific private sector projects with
leading edge institutions such as Cornell.” Dan
and wife Jane visited Graham and wife Amber in
Loudonville, NY, last September. Peter Van Kleek
’55 retired as dean of the Hotel school at Northern Arizona U. and is now living happily in
Berthoud, CO, with wife Barbara (King) ’53. Peter’s sister, Jean Van Kleek Pettigrew ’53, lives
in Tryon, NC, when not visiting her offspring in
the Caribbean and Europe.
Donald Regula, MD ’55 (Schenetady, NY) reports that his eldest son, Donald Jr. ’77, is now
full professor of pathology at Stanford Medical
School. Donald Sr. retired from the practice of
ob/gyn in 1989 after delivering more than 8,000
babies in 35 years. He now operates “a working
farm with hay, horses, goods, etc., and loves every
minute of it.” He’s also been a volunteer firefighter
for 35 years. Marian Fox Wexler (West Haven, CT)
has “four wonderful grandchildren: Sarah Wexler
graduating from Penn; Rebecca Wexler, graduated
from George Washington U. and entering Columbia’s
School of Int’l Studies; Rachel Engler, a Yale junior and arts major; and Simon Engler, a junior in
high school. My son is an accomplished surgeon;
daughter a major school volunteer and formerly
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titled Great News Broadcasts That Changed the
World, a sequel to a previous course, Great
Speeches That Changed the World. Ted says he’s
“completely happy doing what I’m doing!” He remembers most fondly the beauty of the campus,
“especially the Ag school campus” and “the commitment and dedication of certain teachers: professors Henry Pommer, Herbert Wichelns ’16,
PhD ’22, Baxter Hathaway, and Robert Cushman.”
He wishes to hear from Steve Orey and professor emeritus Elizabeth Urey Baranger, PhD ’54.
Thanks, everyone, for all your great news.
Please keep in touch! c Dorothy “Dee” Mulhoffer Solow, 1625 Lilac Lane, Crescent, PA 15046;
e-mail, winspeck@yahoo.com.

Recently
discovered
Facebook.

Class council met in Ithaca on October 24 in the Statler Hotel’s Rowe
Room. President Bill Kay called the
meeting to order. Jack Howell, although absent,
reported a treasury balance of $27,850 as of
June 30, and Jane Haskins Marcham reported
961 mailable alumni, 375 duespayers, and 594
deceased classmates. The bylaws permit 50 class

’
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an agricultural economist.” Marian is still a docent
at the Yale Art Gallery (15 years) and a volunteer
for the Jewish Coalition for Literacy—where for
four years she has been tutoring inner city, mainly Latino youngsters. She travels a great deal
with family and her companion, a Yale physician.
“Taiwan this [2009] summer.”
Albert and Judith Glassenberg (New London, CT) report a tribe that includes son Charles
and wife Abbey—with Roxanne, 5, and Stella,
3—and daughter Jacqueline Hemmerdinger, who
has twin daughters Ellis and Jordan, almost 5.
Albert volunteers at the local hospital, plays a
little “very bad” golf, and used to travel extensively. He’s unable to do so now due to one artificial knee and a second with no cartilage left.
He talks to Ken Jaffe weekly and sees Bill
Phillips in Old Saybrook. His fondest memory of
Cornell is graduating. Arthur Johanson (Shalimar, FL) checked in with no news, but listed the
library as his fondest Cornell memory.

‘

had the greatest impact on her. Juanita Miller
Johnson (Bronx, NY; jmjohn3545@aol.com) stays
busy with piano, computer, grandchild, greatgrandchild, church, and plays.
Frank Coddington (Accord, NY) is gardening,
fishing, going out to dinner with many old friends,
and taking care of lawns and gardens and his black
Lab. Lately he had been fishing with his grandchild. Right now, he would rather be farming and
traveling. At Cornell, he would have “worked a bit
harder on the 1951 Cornell dairy judging team.”
He cites George Trimberger, GR ’45-46, and Prof.
Stan Warren ’27, PhD ’31, as having the greatest
impact. Jo-An Blanchard Brooks (Redding, CT)
writes, “Working as land use coordinator for my
hometown makes me a part of keeping it as green
and as close to the small, rural town we moved
to in 1954 as possible. We’ve raised four children
and many sheep, chickens, horses, and dogs here
on husband Dave’s grandfather’s farm in his 18thcentury house. Preserving land and historic sites

Preserving land and historic sites
is my daily motivator.

’

Jo-An Blanchard Brooks ’52
Reginald Rice, MBA ’52 (Menlo Park, CA)
went back to Cornell for the first time since 1952
to attend the 1946-52 football team’s reunion at
the Nov. 1 Princeton game. “The Delts remembered me, Bob Dilatush ’53, and Jeff Fleischmann ’51, MEd ’55, and I really enjoyed getting
to know Walt Bruska ’50, Hal Seidenberg ’52,
JD ’57, Jack Rogers ’45, MBA ’50, Dick Loynd
’50, Rip Haley ’51, and others from different
years than mine. Great bunch of guys, but starting to show our age. Our goodbye party was at
Kendal, Ithaca’s retirement home!” Please send
your news to: c Brad Bond, 101 Hillside Way,
Marietta, OH 45750; tel., (740) 374-6715; email, bbond101@suddenlink.net.
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Wow! Now I have 64 news responses, including a new 14
never heard from before in my
time. Here goes: Richard Peel (Northville, MI;
rpeel@mi.rr.com) is treasurer of his condo board.
He’s trying to keep up with healthcare costs and
helping friends with same, and is involved with
church activities. He’s in the choir and on the
counting team and is starting his third year of cardiac rehab three times a week. He would rather be
“living in Florida with scads of $$.” Redding Kane
Rufe (Las Vegas, NV; rkrufe@aol.com) spends his
time with Pilates, the elliptical machine, reading,
“too much” TV, and domestic and foreign travel.
He also volunteers at the Nevada Cancer Inst.
Looking back, he writes, “I should have gotten my
military service out of the way before (not after)
enrolling at Cornell.” The Hotel school had the
greatest impact; “transferring from Liberal Arts at
the beginning of my sophomore year prepared me
for a career in hospitality.” Marian Lotz Rutan
(Newark Valley, NY; wmrutan@peoplepc.com) has
been traveling, active at church, gardening, hosting grandchildren, and assisting husband Warren,
who is a deacon in the Catholic Church. At Cornell
she would have “studied harder!” Dr. Mary Purchase
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is my daily motivator.” Jo-An is working with the
planning and conservation commissions on the
town plans, staying close to their family, and helping to raise their new puppy. At Cornell, she
would have “aimed for a career in planning, which
I didn’t know existed.” Greatest impact? “Dr.
Brown, whose patience and broad perspective
stretched my mind and taught me to think outside the box.” John Holt (Venice, FL; johngholt@
verizon.net) has been traveling for two months
in St. Petersburg, Russia, visiting friends and wife
Lydia’s relatives, and one month in France to enjoy the sights and the people. At Cornell, he
would have “taken some art courses.” Greatest
impact: “Prof. Nelson Foote (Sociology 101), who
introduced me to humanistic ideas.”
Robert E. Baker (Hendersonville, NC;
re_bake@yahoo.com) is busy with golf, church,
and community service, choral singing, limited
travel, and reading. He has been retired since
1992. As the Bakers had recently moved, he was
remodeling and redecorating. “We are seeing as
many old friends as we can.” At Cornell, he would
have “got more sleep.” Dusty Rhodes, PhD ’14,
and staff of the School of Chemical Engineering
had the greatest impact. Joan Jago Townsend
(Arlington, TX; d-j.townsend@sbcglobal.net)
writes, “This has been a fun year—appeared on
‘Antiques Roadshow’ (Dallas) with wooden burl
bowl, circa 1815, from my grandmother’s house
in Throop, NY.” Joan was looking forward to an
October lunch with Margie Bailey Redmond and
Betty Jacques Brown when she and Richard make
their annual trip back to Upstate New York and
Cayuga County. Walter Relihan Jr., JD ’59 (Ithaca, NY; wjrelihan@gmail.com) retired from the
New York Supreme Court at the end of ’06-07. He
is a “consultant to Frank Rhodes’s recreation of
KAUST—King Abdullah University of Science and
Technology in Saudi Arabia.” In the last couple
of years he has been writing family histories,
catching up on books collected over time, and
serving on advisory boards of the Law school and
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Plantations. What would he have done differently
at Cornell? “Everything!” Impact: “Mario Einaudi;
Clinton Rossiter ’39 as an undergraduate.” Barbara
Oles Monty (Knoxville, TN; barbara.monty@hotmail.
com) writes, “Still working full-time managing and
developing programs for Knox County, TN, elders.
Fortunately I’m still very healthy. I’ll retire when
work is no longer fun and satisfying.” Recently she
had been traveling to conferences, but would
rather have been snorkeling in the Caribbean.
J. Russell Little (St. Louis, MO; rlittle@im.
wash.edu) is retired from the Washington U.
School of Medicine faculty. The Littles summer in
Canada. During the academic year he attends
conferences at the medical school on a weekly
basis. His wife Kathy is a retired PhD at U. of
Rochester Medical School. c Joan Boffa Gaul, 7
Colonial Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15232; e-mail,
joangaul@mac.com. Class website, http://class
of52.alumni.cornell.edu/.
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Anne Reed Ruiz (Fort Collins,
CO) writes that she’s no longer
an aspiring author. She’s lately a
published novelist, of Wolf Moon (Vantage Press).
“This just goes to prove it’s never too late. After
seeing the movie Bucket List,”—about two terminally ill men pursuing a wistful litany of last
wishes—”I made my own list and at the top was
to get my writing published. (If it makes enough
money I’ll get my poetry published.) Wolf Moon is
available at Borders.com as well as Amazon.com
and Ecampus. Of course, I’m also doing local
book signings. But it’s really very exciting, after
all these years, just to see my beautiful book on
a shelf. For some reason, Borders has WM filed
under Christian Fiction. That’s false. It should be
listed as WWII & the American Occupation. I’m
afraid I’m not computer literate enough to know
how to change Borders’ designation.”
Elaine Stern Koretsky has published her seventh book, Killing Green: An Account of Hand Papermaking in China. It’s the product of her 35
years of field research in hand-papering, plant
fibers, and colorants for traditionally made paper
in the Himalayas, China, Japan, Korea, Southeast
Asia, Africa, and Europe. She has also produced a
dozen or more documentary videos of traditional
papermaking techniques that are still in use in remote villages. She’s also director of the International Paper Museum in Brookline, MA, where she
lives with her husband, Dr. Sidney Koretsky. A few
years back, she received the Lifetime Achievement
Award of the Dard Hunter Society, a national organization dedicated to paper history, papermaking, paper art, paper conservation, and paper
science. Sonja Bloser Monroe (Columbus, OH, and
Cocoa Beach, FL) and spouse Lawrence have bid
bye-bye to the “dark Ohio winters,” and are
pleased to “play golf, read more, and enjoy friends
in both places.” Of course, there isn’t so much
golf in Ohio in February. Retired schoolmarm Joan
Schultz Petroske (Manorville, NY) is president of
the local chapter of an all-Long-Island coalition
of retired teachers, of which she is also treasurer
and retiree delegate to its state convention in
Buffalo. At last count she was granny to seven.
Lawrence Smith, BArch ’52 (Piffard, NY), who
notes on our ’53 news form that his birth name
hasn’t changed in all these years, tells of revisiting
the high Argentine border. There’s no apparent border control there, says he, and “the rivers run God
knows where,” as Robert Service wrote in The Spell
of the Yukon. He ponders deeply, “Shall I end as a
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Thanks for responding so quickly
to the new questions. I think
they give a fuller picture of the
busy lives many of us are able to maintain and the
marvelous preparation Cornell gave us for continuing to search the world we live in for new roads
to travel and explore. Sometimes we can even
tweak things a tad to improve our worlds both
locally and globally, drawing on our knowledge
garnered from many trips around Ole Sol.
Harold L. “Lynn” and Jane Gregory Wilson,
never to be taken for landlubbers, have done it
again, finding a new route each time. Their last
35-day cruise started in Boston, went north via

Newfoundland, over to Iceland and Greenland, then
down past the British Isles to Holland and on to
the Faroe Islands. Jane’s AAWU branch had been
knitting hats and making pillows for the troops,
along with holiday decorations for a nursing home.
Jane and Lynn find sharing family histories with
their teenage grands to be enlightening. Their
bucket lists are full with planned trips to Scandinavia and New Zealand and seeing all the grands
graduate from college. Willard Schrag—now totally retired—has many friends through his years
of pastoral ministry. Cornell’s many challenges
gave him courage in the face of life’s everyday
stresses. George Hollis totally enjoys retirement.
Walt Lewis, MD ’60, lives a very active,
healthy, exciting fourth quarter, which is a requirement when you are raising a teenager. Walt
practices in a clinic with both MDs and NDs
(naturopathic doctors), following his interest in
healing the mind, body, and spirit as a whole. Sailing is still a part of Walt’s life as he ponders how
best to help others find a quiet place in this eversmaller, noisier world. Phyllis Hubbard Jore found
her sorority affiliation at Cornell to have been an
even greater asset after Cornell. Whenever she relocated there was a Pan-Hellenic group to join,
making it easier to meet new people. I know I
found that so in Los Angeles, as a newly married
with no children or school connections.
Let’s see—if it is November, Mason and Pat
Jerome Colby are in Naples, FL, away from the
chilly winds the rest of us endure. Looks like their
fourth quarter so far has been spent obtaining replacement bits for this and that: a stent here, a
new lens there, and pretty soon . . . Mason’s
singing with Cayuga’s Waiters has led to appearances at the last five reunions, including our own,
of course. Which means they have the same audience that they had in college. Interesting. Their
volunteer work involves Habitat for Humanity,
choirs, and Stephen Ministry. Steve and Carol
Krauss once again did a river trip in France, this
time up the Rhone from Avignon. While in France
they did a bit of Provence and Paris, enjoying the
museums, wineries, and rich local history. Steve
developed his love of history, music, and art at
Cornell and has been active in all fields ever since,
both personally as an artist and in his community work. He has been instrumental in developing
a community school of the arts—an accredited,
after-school program for disadvantaged children
offering instruction in music, art, and dance. The
Krausses relocated into Knoxville from their farm
25 miles away, reducing travel time and being
closer to friends and activities.
Ethel Rabb Kass has checked in from Guerneville, CA, on the Russian River; with all the rain
they are having as I write, I hope they are high
enough. Wallie has been singing since her participation in the Sage Chapel Choir and realizes how
avant-garde some of their music was as she has
often run into the same works today. Living in a
small town does not allow you to be a spectator,
thus she and her husband sing and act in local
theatre, are docents in Redwood Forest State Park,
and still run their resort on the raging river.
Always love hearing from Jim Ritchey—who,
even though he has led a life full of exciting and
wonderful experiences, questions how really prepared he is for what’s to come. The contents of his
bucket list include a cruise to England on the New
QE debuting next year, with a land package tour of
Britain to follow. That would be a treat. I crossed
on the QE2 many years ago and would love to see
her successor. Lloyd ’52 and Jean Vettel Forstall

have downsized and love their new one-level
abode and don’t mind at all not having to mow
and shovel. Their new location is close to their
sons, their church, and Jean’s informal teaching
duties. Jean was lucky enough to vicariously join
her granddaughter in her nursing studies, allowing them to share her experiences. They are enjoying their new location, all its activities, and
a sense of freedom. They would consider a bit
more travel abroad when the world settles and
the economy improves. c Leslie Papenfus Reed,
ljreed@speakeasy.net. Class website, http://class
of54.alumni.cornell.edu.
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Christian or a humanist? Shall I study the Apocryphal or the Ecclesiastical?” Solution: “I shall wear
the bottoms of my trousers rolled like any good existentialist and leave with epistemological modesty.”
Well, it just so happens that he’s not alone. The very
same mailing brought word from still-practicing
Georgetown law prof Martin Ginsburg (Washington, DC) who submits (briefly, of course), that his
biggest problem is: “I grow old—you know, it’s
true about those trouser bottoms.” Solution: “Grow
older.” (It’s not often that you see the words of
T.S. Eliot’s “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”
twice in one batch from our contemporaries. We’re
pretty literary this time. And you can believe every
word that you can understand.)
Stu Warshauer, MBA ’54 (Naples, FL) has more
time these days to lead and play in his Klezmer
band. Wikipedia defines Klezmer as a secular (nonliturgical) Jewish musical tradition dating back to
the 15th century. Its expressive melodies, says
Wiki, are reminiscent of the human voice, complete
with laughing and crying. Those who have heard
Stu, notably at reunion time, understand what he
means by “music overpowers all problems.” So, to
solve problems, he advises: “PLAY!” Speaking of
music, a cadre of classmates has, at Roz Zalutsky
Baron’s suggestion, been drawn to the Berkshires
of Massachusetts in recent years for a symphonic summer afternoon at Tanglewood, followed by
supper at the Barons’ rustic retreat. Plans are under way to do it again this year. Stay tuned.
Meanwhile, Roz and Phil have painted an evergrowing gallery of the rogues of ’53—15 of them
as of this writing, and looking for more.
Retired since 1992, John Pakan (Matthews,
NC) admits he misses rebuilding old airplanes at
the Empire State Aerosciences Museum back in
Schenectady, NY. He further admits to problems
number one: losing weight, and number two: keeping busy. Solutions: 1) dieting and exercise, and
2) helping our bereaved son raise our two grandchildren (see 1). Don Haight, MEd ’59 (Delhi, NY)
takes pleasure in heading a “Share the Harvest”
table at church. “Congregation members donate
what they wish” (like produce, flowers, and baked
goods). A collection jar is also displayed.
Bob Appel and Bill Gratz found themselves
in the spotlight for shining moments at a Bailey
Hall rally during Trustee/Council Weekend in October. It was a weekend when trustees and councilors dined in a building named for Bob. Mater
recognized Bill for his annual donations since
1956, starting right after he was sprung from the
armed forces of the nation. Those gifts have
amounted to a truly significant number. Our guys
were introduced to, and heard the appreciative roar
of, a huge collection of Cornell’s most enthusiastic benefactors. c Jim Hanchett, 300 First Ave.,
#8B, NYC 10009; e-mail, jch46@cornell.edu.
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Reunion is getting close now
(June 10-13)! But until we can
catch up in person, here’s the
latest news from classmates near and far.
Gerald Gordon announces his exciting new
discovery: Alessandro Safina, “one of the finest
tenors in the world,” whose recent Asian tour with
Sarah Brightman played to sold-out venues. Jerry
has commissioned a composer to write a Broadway musical to introduce Alessandro to America—
and, he hopes, to the rest of the world. Jerry will
produce and direct this vehicle, entitled Santo, a
Priest in Purgatory. Keep an eye out. Jane Tyroler
Sweeney has been busy going back and forth from
New York City to Cutchogue to California, to keep
in touch with her eight grandchildren. Jane also
takes ballet lessons, teaches piano, and plays with
her chamber music group (cello and flute, with
Jane on piano). Jane’s most recent “new discovery”: “the joys and people of Manhattan Island.”
For Deborah Golub Leibowitz, it was finding out
“you can avoid back surgery.” (And seriously now)
Phil Harvey says he’s just discovered “how to walk
and chew gum at the same time!” Phil attended
the NCAA Division I wrestling competition in St.
Louis, where Troy Nickerson ’09 was crowned
NCAA champion at 125 pounds and three others
placed, making a total of 28 Cornellian All-Americans since 2002. Last spring, R. Owen Perry was
one of four golf coaches at the University School
of Milwaukee. His team finished fourth in the state
tournament in Division II. He’s still working parttime at three jobs, but says he’d rather be fishing
or playing golf at Pinehurst or St. Andrew’s. By the
way, Owen and his wife report they’re “having fun
starting a new business.” Their website address
is www.perryaffordableframing.com. Californian
Don Scheer (“75, alive, and in reasonably good
health”) works part-time as a sailing instructor,
and is also involved in local political work, promoting constitutional/conservative causes and
championing Sarah Palin’s emergence on the political scene. For other classmates, Obama’s election was the high point of the year.
When not expressing her opinions via letters
to the editor, South Carolinian Jane Persson
Holtzapple teaches literacy and civics to immigrants. As for spare time fun, playing bridge was
“something I never learned to do at Cornell (I was
too busy)—but I love it now!” Jane gives thanks
for her four children, “all of whom are good and
interesting people.” Barbara Stewman Kline and
husband Jerry ’51 took their whole family on an
eastern Caribbean cruise in August 2008, and proclaimed it a “delightful” trip. Marcia Willemen
Sutter and husband Philip celebrated Marcia’s 75th
birthday with a trip to Alaska for the entire family, 14 in all. Marcia is a busy volunteer and council member of the North Museum of Natural History
and Science, and is a past president of the Cornell
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Club of Lancaster, PA. Congratulations to Mary
Frances Williams Scott, whose book C.S. Pierce’s
System of Science: Life as a Laboratory has been
published. Fran reports that she and her husband
are enjoying some fun trips: a family reunion at
the Outer Banks and 19 days in Scotland, “enjoying the country—golf courses for him and exploring for me.” Beth Barstow Calhoon announces the
birth of her first “Cornell legacy” grandchild, born
to son John Calhoon ’86. Mort and Bradleigh
Kolko took their family to Israel last year to celebrate their grandson’s bar mitzvah, and toasted
their own 50th anniversary in August. Mort is a
trustee of the Foodlink Foundation, a food bank
in Rochester, and also serves as treasurer for Lifetime Home Care and Hospice. Nancy Taft Whitman
writes that when she retired from teaching music
at the U. of Nebraska at Kearney, she moved to
Lincoln and then began traveling, taking several
trips a year. She’s now visited all seven continents
and, with her duo-piano partner, went to Siberia
and Mongolia last June and to Vietnam in January. “Every time we cross someplace off the top of
the list, we seem to add two more to the bottom!”
Jim Schoff wrote about a get-together of
Sigma Phis last fall in Washington, DC, with Larry Lattomus and wife Angie. Besides Jim and
wife Joanna (Haab), the gathering included Nat
Bowditch, Pete Grimm, Tom Gillespie, Dave Preston, and Dick Shriver and their wives. Larry, as
some know, was in a terrible auto accident in 1967
and has been in a wheelchair ever since. Over these
years the group has gathered in numerous places
with him. “Larry’s faith, courage, and determination to live productively despite his terrible handicap is always inspiring to us; somehow we all feel
‘lifted’ after spending a few days with him,” says
Jim. Most of us remember that Larry was an outstanding runner at Cornell, a sprinter and member
of Cornell’s record-setting mile relay team in 1954.
Other Sigs and their wives who live in the vicinity
(Bernard Finn ’54, Lan Spilman ’54, Stan Orr ’57,
Paul Miller ’57, and Jack McFadden ’58) were invited to join the group at a Sunday brunch. “Larry and Angie live in Marana, AZ, outside Tucson;
he lives and communicates largely through his
computer. Former friends and teammates can
reach him at llatt@msn.com. We know Larry
would be happy to hear from them or see anyone
passing through the area,” Jim notes.
Elaine Rose Cerny and husband Lawrence
continue to seek funding for their new project,
personalized freeze-dried blood service. “With the
donor pool shrinking, each donor would get his or
her blood back.” Taking a world view, Elaine says
she’s encouraged to see “a genuine understanding
of St. Francis of Assisi’s knowledge and appreciation of our planet and everyone and everything
on it.” The Cernys are involved with social justice
issues at their church and the Miami Valley Down
Syndrome Association. They’re also polka dancing
with the American Czechoslovakian Club of Dayton and making plans to be with us in June. Congratulations to Harold Cool, who’s starting his
fifth year post-chemotherapy and still cancer-free.
Our sympathies to the family and friends of Leslie
Gilbert, who died in December 2008, and those
of John Durschinger (April 2009).
It’s coming up! Our big reunion (the 55th
for ’55) will be June 10-13. The enthusiastic
members of Bill Doerler’s Affinity Group Committee are already calling classmates and are very
pleased to report that they’ve touched base with
so many who want to join us. When the names of
the “Planners” (those who definitely plan to be
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there) and “Hopers” (those who are hoping to attend) have been compiled, you’ll find them listed on our class website (http://classof55.alumni.
cornell.edu). Make sure your name is there! Under the planning expertise of reunion co-chairs
Mike Avery and Joan Weisberg Belden, we’re in
for a wonderful weekend—with activities, songs,
tours, classes, forums, and programs tailored to
every interest. “Oh, I want to go back to the old
days / The good old days on the Hill!” See you
in Ithaca! c Nancy Savage Petrie, 6 Inkberry St.,
East Hampton, NY 11937; tel., (631) 329-6430;
e-mail, nancypetrie@optonline.net. Class website,
http://classof55.alumni.cornell.edu.
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I am very happy to report on
our beloved ex-president Curt
Reis and his wonderful wife,
Pamela, of Rolling Hills, CA. Both Pamela and Curt,
retired from the banking business, are doing very
well since Curt’s kidney transplant in July. Curt had
been suffering from kidney failure for a while, and
as luck would have it, Pamela turned out to be a
perfect match and donated one of her own kidneys. Can love be greater than this? Anyway, they
have been entertaining family and close friends,
and were planning on going to the Rose Bowl
Parade on New Year’s Day to toast in 2010 with
good friends. I’m sure Curt would appreciate hearing from classmates. Curt’s father, L. Sanford Reis
’29, passed away last year at the age of 101. He
was a great man and a great benefactor to Cornell.
We received a wonderful note from Margot
Lurie Zimmerman which says, in part: “I returned
from Sierra Leone, where I spent a week seeing a
bit of the wonderful development work being done
by one of the boards I serve on. Students Partnership Worldwide trains youth living in mainly rural
areas of Africa and Asia. Their programs emphasize
peer education to equip young people with the life
skills and knowledge they need to make informed
decisions about their sexual and reproductive
health, including practical information on ways to
prevent unwanted pregnancies and HIV.” Her description of the poverty in Sierra Leone is sad, but
she hopes that the new democratic election will
bring hope to this “gorgeous” country. Thank you,
Margot. Joe Manelski (McLean, VA) played a big
role in helping Cornell’s undergrads on the 2009
Solar Decathlon Team by providing living space in
his house for the duration of the competition. The
Cornell team came in seventh of 25 other designed
houses. Nice hearing from Robert Seidenberg
(Yonkers, NY), who is still active as an entertainment lawyer, primarily in motion pictures. His
wife, Arlene (Sacks) ’61, BS Nurs ’61, has retired
as head nurse of the occupational health service
at North Central Bronx Hospital.
Dwight H. Emanuelson ’57 (Hilton Head Island, SC) is with Wells Fargo Advisors and still
working part-time at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory. He is active in the Military Officers
Association and other veterans’ groups. Bob Dunn
(Grove, OK) has retired after 42 years with Phillips
Petroleum and then nine years consulting for Conoco Phillips. He spent recent time with his family
in Hawaii. While at Cornell, he was a member of
the Big Red Marching Band. Gail Gifford Rudin and
husband Steve (Manhasset, NY) took their family
to Mexico for their 50th anniversary, and followed
that up with a trip to Berlin and Dresden. We received a long note from Chuck and Ruth Dorman
(Austin, TX). They had both good and bad news.
Chuck’s oldest daughter, Beverly, passed away
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suddenly at the age of 51. Chuck says his friends
were wonderful to them at that hour and we add
our sympathies. On the brighter side, Chuck and
Ruth went to Hawaii for his 75th birthday and then
on to Europe to visit some religious shrines. Ed
Berkowitz left with the Outdoor Group of Cornell
for Thailand. He is busy in Washington with many
projects and still is as funny and sharp as ever.
Please send us news as we go into our 48th
year of writing this column (Phyllis Bosworth is
just a young newcomer). My best to you all. c
Stephen Kittenplan, catplan@aol.com.
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Through e-mail and snail mail,
the news has been coming in.
Connie Santagato Hosterman enclosed an article from the Daily Gazette of Schenectady, NY, with the announcement that Marilyn Greene Abrams was inducted into the Capital
Region Entertainment Hall of Fame in September.
Marilyn, who got her start in community theatre
in Schenectady, and her friend Bruce Jordan, were
the masterminds behind the original production
of Shear Madness in 1978 at the Lake George Dinner Theatre. In fact, it is the longest continuousrunning non-musical play in history and is still
performed in Boston and Washington.
Despite the fact that her children are grown
and out of the house Olga Duntuch Krell, BArch
’58 (São Paulo, Brazil) hasn’t moved from it as
yet. She loves her garden, walking barefoot on
the lawn, and cooling off from the hot Brazilian
summers by the pool. Writing articles for the architecture and design magazines of which she is
the publisher keeps her on the go. Olga’s e-mail
said that she misses seeing classmates, but that
“anybody coming to our beautiful country, please
look me up.” Well, the Olympics in Brazil are just
six years away.
A short note from Tom Itin was sent to remind me that Saturn was going out of business.
Yes, I know . . . and was so sorry to hear the
news, as I love my Saturn Aura. Wonder how many
other classmates who are Saturn owners are experiencing the same letdown. Wife Shirley (Besemer) keeps tabs on her mother, 95 (a native of
Ithaca and the town of Besemer) in Tucson, AZ.
The Itins both still work at LBO Capital Corp. and
hit the ski slopes in winter. If they venture to
Whitefish, MT, they might run into Phillis Ferguson Watterworth and Scott, who spent the first
three months of the year skiing out there.
This past June, Patricia Podesta traveled to
Minnesota to attend the annual gathering of lettering artists, Calligraphy Connection 2009. She
has been interested in the subject for many years,
but recently it has become a serious avocation.
Patricia sent along details of a project under way
at St. John’s in Collegeville, MN—the St. John’s
Bible, the first Bible handwritten in more than
500 years. She was able to examine some of the
work up close as well and visit the campus museum to see an exhibit of 30 completed pages. Patricia has much more information on this project
and you can contact her at PEPodesta@aol.com.
c Judith Reusswig, 19 Seburn Dr., Bluffton, SC
29909; e-mail, JCReuss@aol.com.
Several classmates are still hard at it, among
them Alan Pekelner, still practicing law in New
York City, and Irwin Schlossberg, working six to
seven days a week as professor of clinical radiology at Columbia-Presbyterian at their East Side
facility. Paul Garrett has been everywhere but the
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“Hello from the newsless duespayer,” e-mailed George Ubogy,
using the term assigned him
(temporarily) a few years ago when my friend and
fellow chimesmaster sent in dues only. He continued: “At least, I assume the class is getting my
dues annually, having submitted a credit card
number. I received the annual News Form, but
rather than subjecting you to my handwriting,
which worsens by the year, I’ll type a little fodder
for your column, should you need a submission to
fill out an issue.” (Yes!) “We brought our family
together in Banff, Alberta, before our knees and
backs start to hinder us from taking short hikes.
Those Canadian Rockies are even more spectacular
than their photographs—craggy, snow-topped, and
studded with turquoise lakes. The Bow River valley
is a broad, U-shaped (glacial) valley that dramatically opens up many miles of mountains to one’s
sight. In addition to the expected fauna, we were
thrilled to come across a herd of female mountain sheep (it’s the rams that have those horns
that curve on and on) and their lambs, all licking the roadside gravel vigorously to get at the
road salt. And, at the end of a whitewater rafting
trip, a black bear, a bit upstream and across the
river. He was at a perfect distance—far enough
away from us and our adjacent bus that we didn’t feel threatened, but not so far that we felt
cheated. We didn’t come across any Cornellians
that I recognized—unless one counts the bear.”
Responding to an e-mail blitz to a portion of
our class in early November, we hear from a number of ’mates. The Harpers were among the first,
writing: “In August, Annette (Fogo) and Jim
(harphad@aol.com) celebrated the birth of their
sixth grandchild, Cora Elizabeth, daughter of
Hadley Harper ’86 and her husband, Robert

Witcher. In September, they explored Corsica, following stops in Venice and Nice, and concluded
with a big finish in Paris. In October, they tailgated with Pat (Peterson) ’55 and Dick Strazza
’55 and Barbara and Bill Welch ’53 before the
Princeton game.” Kathe Bennett Hall, MS ’79, and
husband Jack have moved a few miles to Shell
Point, in Ft. Myers, FL, where the daily living is a
little easier for them. Judy Storey Edgar (Kentfield, CA) e-mailed that she and Jim are owners of
two shops (Western Sport Shop Inc.). Jim serves
on the board of the Buck Inst. on Age Research,
and Judy is honorary board member and founder
of Marin Education Fund, while also writing a
memoir. The Edgars have become great-grandparents, thanks to granddaughter Christina and husband Adam Swenson, who welcomed baby Michael
on October 20. Edie Gelles (gelles@ stanford.edu)
wrote: “My double biography of Abigail and John
Adams, called Abigail and John: Portrait of a Marriage, was published last spring by William Morrow.” On further inquiry, we learn that Edie has
been at Stanford’s Clayman Inst. for Gender Research for 25 years and has previously published

‘

president. D. Alan Hershey has a report similar
to his last: still president of Hershey Energy System, enjoys their summer home on Oneida Lake,
lives in Victor, NY, and relishes keeping in touch
with his Sigma Nu brothers.
Joseph Hurley still works, resides in Braintree, MA, and recalls that the “Labor Law course
taught by Royal Montgomery changed my life forever. He was fabulous!” Joe is trying to find Tom
Fox ’57; can anyone help? Lois Bates Walnut and
husband Tom visited Boston and son Stephen
Andrew Walnut ’96 (Architecture) and had a visit from their daughter Susan Walnut ’93 and her
family from England. Lois recalls singing in Sage
Chapel choir and the university chorus and has
been singing since, along with chairing her
church property committee in recent years. John
“JD” Phillips, BA ’60 (lilax@aol.com) and Sallie
(Whitesell) ’59 reside in Gilgo Beach, NY, where
JD is heavily into lacrosse: assistant coach at a
local high school; president of Long Island Metropolitan Lacrosse Foundation; and decades of service to the Federation of Int’l Lacrosse and its
predecessor, the Int’l Lacrosse Federation. He’s also
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Big Apple since our 50th Reunion, selling the
house he and Sandy had lived in for 41 years and
building a retirement home on the St. Lawrence
River. They have traveled to Alaska, China, and
the western national parks, and took a cruise
from east to west through the Panama Canal. This
spring: Ireland. They went to their 25th Final Four
Lacrosse Tournament in Boston last spring. Unfortunately, Sandy, a ‘Cuse alum, had the last
cheer. Al Collard bailed out of snow country five
years ago and enjoys the weather and tax structure in Florida. He and Julie traveled to Portugal,
Spain, and France, with one of the highlights being a visit to the Normandy beaches.
Ron Ramsden, who lost his wife to cancer in
2003, has been married to Jackie for four years,
and they have consolidated their two homes into
one in Dryden, NY, where they can be nearer children, grandchildren, and greats. Being near campus also has advantages. They are able to spend
time there to keep up with all they can. Also near
Ithaca are Gerry and Nancy Rehkugler, MS ’58,
who have put down roots in Cortland after Nancy retired from 20 years as a Methodist pastor. It
has allowed Gerry to reconnect with his position
as emeritus professor with the Dept. of Biological and Environmental Engineering, where he advises a number of undergraduates. He skis more
than 75 days a year at Greek Peak, and both he
and Nancy are avid tennis players. Five of their
seven combined children have attended Cornell.
Two of their daughters have weddings this fall,
and another fall activity will be attending Big Red
football games. News is always welcome at: c
John Seiler, Suitcase2@aol.com.

We didn’t come across any
Cornellians that I recognized—
unless one counts the bear.

’

George Ubogy ’58
several biographies of Abigail Adams and edited
the letters of Abigaill Levy Franks. She has grown
sons, one teaching at Princeton in computer science and the other at the U. of Colorado in
physics. She adds: “I swim with the Rinconada
Masters and my competition stroke is the butterfly—in fact, the 1650 (a swimmer’s mile). I live
with my husband, Michael Weiss, in Palo Alto.”
She ends her note with this observation: “The
books take up a lot of life, but they aren’t the
whole of life. Thanks for asking.”
As deadline—and winter—approached,
enough hard-copy news and dues forms arrived to
fill the rest of this column, for which I rejoice. All
are from past faithful supporters, so now I’ll ask
others to send in their news to complement these
for the sake of future columns! Lana and Don Tipton (tahotip@sbcglobal.net) have lived near San
Diego for the last six years and enjoy being near
their son and daughter. Gene Ceglowski, DVM ’67,
and his wife, Jean (Blume), DVM ’67, continue
to practice veterinary medicine in Rupert, VT. Their
son, Bob ’93, DVM ’06, joined their practice as a
dairy cattle specialist. Jean got away to CAU in
Utah last May and Gene keeps busy in Rotary, the
Rupert school board, and as a local land trust
board member. Ann Gaffey Coyne still teaches in
Lincoln, NE, while continuing to take students
and faculty to their sister university in Leon,
Nicaragua, each summer and hosting faculty from
there each year in Omaha. Ann’s granddaughter
is adopted from Nicaragua and Ann serves on the
board of an international adoption agency. She
says she has no plans to retire yet, “keeping
healthy and loving being a professor.” She’d like
to hear from Germaine Gibian. Blake Cullen
(Norfolk, VA; admmgt@aol.com) sent his business
card for Admiral Management Co., of which he’s

working on Save the Beaches, funding education
programs teaching ocean dynamics and shore
conditions. Gerald Freedman is involved in a similar environmental education group (Schooner)
and the Society of Connecticut Sculptors as well.
He and Karen returned last fall from a three-week
expedition aboard the icebreaker Polar Star, visiting Iceland, Greenland, and the middle Canada
coast. Gerald writes that his current challenges
are “creating a retired life and new relationship
with my wife.” They are considering changing residence to Florida.
Anthony Mauro is considering downsizing
too, but still teaches hospitality at Niagara U. His
friends from the Hotel school continue to play a
part in his life as does his volunteer work for a
new venture, the Burchfield Penney Art Gallery.
Art Shostak, a frequent visitor here, is in his
“fifth happy year of retirement” and considering
heading west to a retirement community near
Santa Rosa, CA. Art says he most enjoys “Writing!” and expects his 34th book out this year.
He recalls a standout grad course with Dame
Frances Perkins, of FDR’s cabinet, which continues to play a part in his life.
We’ll end this column with Art Brooks, “still
warbling with the ‘original’ Sherwoods, most recently in the Bahamas. Off now to Morocco for a
hiking adventure in the cities and desert.” It’s a
great life we have, I think most would agree. c
Dick Haggard, dhaggard@voicenet.com; Jan
Arps Jarvie, jjarvie@sbcglobal.net. Class website,
http://classof58.alumni.cornell.edu.
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Remembering the good old days:
“One of the highlights of reading each issue of Cornell Alumni
March | April 2010
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Magazine for me is the recollections of alumni of
their student life on the Hill,” writes Andy Jamison. Among his favorite memories: 1) “the
supremely delicious breakfast waffle served in the
Ivy Room, a reward for attending an 8:00 class on
a cold Saturday morning in January,” and 2) “being
a bench-warmer on the freshman basketball team
and then watching the varsity game, dazzled by the
shots of Chuck Rolles ’56.” More recollections:
making flying angels in the snow and working on
costumes for the Dramatic Club (Joan Travis Pittel); triple- or quadruple-flicking (Larry Schnadig);
late-night cherry and apple turnovers at Obie’s
Diner (Phyllis Corwin Rogers); Sunday services at
Sage Chapel (Jean Finerty Wandel); hanging out
with the smart, arty crowd in the music room
(Carol Lipis); the very invigorating dorm in winter,
with windows open and no heat (John Kriendler);
the snow finally melting, Peter Yarrow’s singing,
and Vladimir Nabokov’s course (Richard Horwich).
Several issues back I posted a question from
John Fickling: Does anyone recall the names of
the books read in Nabokov’s course? Joan Reinberg MacMillan ’57, BA ’58, says that in the spring
of 1958 the class read Anna Karenina (Tolstoy),
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (Stevenson), The Greatcoat
(Gogol), Metamorphosis (Kafka), Swann’s Way
(Proust), and Ulysses (Joyce). “I found it very
strange,” Joan says, “that after reading Ulysses
with nary a mention of Mollie’s monologue,
Nabokov published Lolita that summer. Was he basically a dirty old man?” Joan reminds us how
Nabokov’s wife, Vera, was a constant presence during class and used to write on the chalkboard for
him. “As a matter of fact,” says Joan, “when Stacy Schiff was writing Vera: A Portrait of a Marriage
(Random House, 2000), she interviewed me for information about Vera’s role in his classes.” When
Jane Taubert Wiegand took Nabokov’s course, the
books were Mansfield Park (Austen), Bleak House
(Dickens), Madame Bovary (Flaubert), Dr. Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde, Swann’s Way, Metamorphosis, and Ulysses.
Writes Jane: “About 20 years ago I was browsing
through a bin of remaindered books and discovered Lectures on Literature by Nabokov. It was a
compendium of his lectures including reproductions

‘
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’60/50 is on the horizon, now
just three months away, and
we’re on our way to a record
level of attendance. As of December 15, more than
250 classmates had already indicated they were
planning to attend reunion. Keep checking our
website, www.Cornell60.org, for the list of who’s
coming, for the blog where you can leave comments and suggestions, and for updates on all the
activities being planned for June 10-13. And be
sure to send in your reunion registration promptly.

I was probably the first undergraduate
computer geek at Cornell.

of some of his lecture notes. I bought it immediately and proceeded to ‘retake the course,’ having
kept the original books. It was wonderful! I read
Vera about five years ago; I’ll never forget Vera sitting on the stage, the perfect lady, during his lectures, keeping his records and smiling at his jokes,
which you knew she had heard many times.”
Thanks to a significant anonymous bequest,
the Class of 1959 Scholarship Fund is now valued
at approximately $300,000. Our VP for class scholarships, Marian Fay Levitt, received a lovely note
from the current recipient of our scholarship, Evan
Antoine ’11, a junior in CALS majoring in Communications. He writes: “The fulfillment that I have
received from attending Cornell would not have
been possible without the kindness and generosity that I have been provided through this scholarship. I want my donors to know that I will not
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let them down and I will give my all to achieve
my goals so that one day I too can help fulfill the
dreams of an aspiring college student.”
Recent travels and gatherings: Post-reunion
get-togethers of Kappa (in New Hampshire) and
Chi Psi (in Maine). A voyage on the Danube by
John and Norma Perkins Thomas. A riverboat
cruise on the Seine by Chuck and Nancy Sterling Brown. A month in New Zealand by Carole
Parnes. Charleston and Pawleys Island, SC, by
Jane Taubert Wiegand.
At a ceremony in London last October the
Economist presented its annual innovation
awards. The winner of the business process award
was Ratan Tata, BArch ’62, for pioneering the
globalization of corporate India. Noted the Economist: “In 1991, Mr. Tata assumed the reins of his
family-run company. He has since been the architect of a series of bold foreign acquisitions and
is the man behind the world’s cheapest car, the
Tata Nano, which costs $2,200.” In December, the
Tata Group unveiled a new low-cost water purifier named the Tata Swach (after the Hindi for
“clean”). The device, which sells for less than
$22, is designed to be used in poor rural households that have no electricity or running water.
It uses ash from rice milling to filter out bacteria, and tiny silver particles to kill germs that can
cause diarrhea, cholera, and other deadly waterborne diseases. The company aims to sell 3 million units in the next five years. c Jenny Tesar,
97A Chestnut Hill Village, Bethel, CT 06801; tel.,
(203) 792-8237; e-mail, jet24@cornell.edu.
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Dave Waks ’61

Notes and e-mails have come from several
classmates who haven’t been heard from in a
while, and many say they plan to be in Ithaca in
June. Judith Reynolds Shaw writes from the
Boston area that she hopes to attend our 50th,
and that in thinking about Cornell, “I remember
fine friends and the wonderful education I received.” Now retired from a career in financial services, Judy has been married for many years to a
biochemist originally from New Zealand, and travels frequently to see family there and in England.
Kevin Pickard (Fredericksburg, TX) is also on the
list. Since retiring from a career in the banking
industry, he has been living with wife Hetsy and,
he says, “one dog, one cat, and four ducks.”
Kevin says his experience at Cornell gave him “an
appreciation of diversity in people, things, and
the world in general,” which probably accounts
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for his interest in travel to far-flung places; his
most recent trip was to the Amazon River in South
America. Fellow Texan Betsy Lockrow Meyer, now
living in the Woodlands, plans to make the trip
to Ithaca. She reports that son Marc Meyer ’86 is
a lawyer, and daughter Melinda “Grace” Meyer ’90
is a yoga teacher and landscaper in Seattle.
Also expected in Ithaca is Alan Siegel, designer of our handsome class logo. His strategic
branding firm celebrated its 40th anniversary in
October with a gala at the New York Public Library;
among the many attendees were Gretchen Zahm
Babarovic, Elaine (Rush) and P.J. Mode, Dave
Wechsler, and Les Stern. Alan was appointed to
the board of John Jay College of Criminal Justice
and to the advisory board of the Carey School of
Business at Johns Hopkins U. Others who sent
word that they plan to attend reunion are Charles
Gray (Princeton, NJ), Elliott Schulman (Boulder,
CO), and Richard Kneen, MBA ’62 (Hillsdale, MI).
Larry Fuller is now retired from a long career
in the oil industry, where he served as president
of Amoco Corp. from 1983-91 and CEO and chairman from 1991-98; he remains very busy with
service on corporate boards and several civic organizations. Larry, who is also trustee emeritus of
Cornell, says he and wife Nancy (Lawrence) ’62
now “spend most of our time in the North Carolina mountains and the South Carolina low country.” Myron “Mike” Eicher says his fondest memory
of Cornell was meeting Lassie (Tischler) ’61, with
whom he has happily celebrated 50 years of marriage. Mike’s varied career includes stints as a
president of companies—M & M Food Services and
Hickory Farms among them—as president of Indiana’s Vocational-Technical College System, and
as an elected town official. Mike and Lassie, who
now live in Scottsdale, AZ, after time in Hawaii,
New York, Florida, Toledo, Indianapolis, and Los
Angeles, have daughters Tiscia ’85 and Ardith.
Dan Crabbe, MBA ’62 (Locust, NJ) reports
that he and four fraternity brothers “flew to Marsh
Harbor, Bahamas, and cruised around the Abacos
for a week, finally crossing the Gulf Stream and
bringing the boat back to its home port at Merritt Island, FL. Hobby Wilson owns the boat, and
the other crew members were Fred Buckley, Jack
Richards, and Erik Lessing. We had a sixth crew
member, David Cornell Gleason; because of his
name we made him an honorary Cornellian.” Class
officer Ginny Seipt (New York City) now has more
free time, “as computers take over the job I was
doing at ABC. I’ve signed up to volunteer with the
Central Park Conservancy, working in the gardens
and open spaces around the Carousel. Using muscles I haven’t used in a while!” Jessie Barker Hill
retired in April ’09 after more than 20 years as
vice president of legal affairs for a medical device
manufacturer. Jessie divides her time between
West Chester, PA, and the Caribbean island of
Nevis where, she says, she “built a very small, very
native house.” She plans to spend some of the
winter months on the island and make additional
trips there with some of her eight grandchildren.
James Hazlitt (Hector, NY) raises 85 acres of
wine grapes and cherries and serves as CEO of
Sawmill Creek Vineyards, as well as director of the
NYS Wine Grape Growers Association. Jim and Sue
have five children and 13 grandchildren, but he
finds time to volunteer in numerous local organizations, including as coach of Small Fry Baseball.
He says if he had anything to do over, he’d “be a
professional baseball player,” but is pleased that
his Cornell education “provided me with the skills
to be a CEO.” George Hancher, JD ’63, spent his
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Christmas is almost upon us as your
faithful correspondent wrestles with
a deadline in the midst of holiday
confusion. Several classmates have sent their contributions. Some input has lingered a bit, given
the constraints on column length.
I’m going to start off with an extended note
from Dave Waks that didn’t quite fit our last column: “My wife, Sandy Teger (Vassar ’61), and I
have consulted on advances in residential broadband for more than ten years. We run a website,
www.BroadbandHomeCentral.com, for the industry, and every month or so we write a newsletter
that goes by e-mail to readers all over the world.
We write a column, ’Two Sides to Every Story,’ for
a quarterly magazine that goes to all the technical people in the cable industry. We find time to
visit our grandchildren (and their parents) in California and Colorado, and our other children in
Boston and Florida. We own and operate a couple
of beachfront rental condos on Sanibel Island. We’re
remodeling the newest one to make it perfect for
families with small children, or several adult couples traveling together. The website (www.Sanibel
Play.com) shows our plans for that condo. I joined
the board of the complex a couple of years ago
and find it interesting and rewarding. I’ve had a
pilot’s license for 40 years. We’ve owned the same
plane for almost 20 years and use it for most trips

east of the Mississippi. Finally, I was probably the
first undergraduate computer geek at Cornell, writing my first program a few weeks after arriving on
campus in September 1957. A couple of years ago
a fellow alum convinced me to add my recollections to the History of Computing at Cornell section of the university’s website: http://www.cit.
cornell.edu/computer/history/Waks.html.”
I visited the link to the History of Computing at Cornell and recommend it to all classmates.
You will find an informative and entertaining twopage article that records the advent of computers
and computation on the campus. Some of us will
even remember punching a paper tape program in
Rand Hall for the Burroughs 220 computer (which
had an uptime of about 50 percent!). All of Dave’s
recollections predate the following 33 years I
spent in the industry with IBM. Larry Wheeler,
our valued webmaster, writes, “My wife, Margaret,
and I took our granddaughter Kira, 8, to Cornell’s
Adult University (CAU) this summer. She learned
about Outer Space while Margaret and I took
classes in, respectively, Drawing and History of
U.S. Policy Toward the Middle East. Kira had so
much fun she wanted to stay another week or at
least come back next year. We highly recommend
CAU to other classmates who are grandparents.
I’ve had some time left over from petrochemical
consulting, golf, and maintaining websites, so I
have embarked on another career as a volunteer
mediator at the Dispute Resolution Center and
the Justice of the Peace Courts here in Houston.
One does not have to be an attorney to do this
and it does stimulate the ‘little grey cells,’ as Hercule Poirot would say. All it requires is 40 hours
of classroom training and a desire to help others
resolve their differences. I do two or three mediations per week.”
Many of us enjoy extensive travel following
our working careers. Gary Busch has taken his
globetrotting to a higher level. “I have been
spending a lot of time in Zimbabwe, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and the Ivory Coast.
My children were pleased when I brought them
back a banknote saying 10 billion Zimbabwe dollars on the face, but disgruntled when I informed
them that it wouldn’t buy them lunch. Things are
much better in Katanga now; much less killing
and maiming. However, ebola and typhoid are still
around so it pays to bring your own food and
drink. There is peace, however, along with poverty, stagnation, and despair of positive change. All
in all, life goes on as usual. Strangely enough, I
haven’t met any Cornell classmates in the bush.”
Bill Onorato (WTOnorato@aol.com) wrote a
while ago—his travels certainly rival those of Gary
Busch, as follows: “I’ve retired from the World Bank
as an international energy consultant. Now I enjoy hiking, trekking, and adventure travel to Tibet,
Nepal, Bhutan, and Patagonia. I’ve been teaching
an international petroleum development course
twice yearly in London with additional sessions
in Luanda, Angola, and Phnom Penh, Cambodia.”
According to Bill’s note, he will by now have completed hiking the Annapurna Circuit in Nepal and
moving to Santa Fe, NM, to be nearer his family.
By the time you read this column, it will almost be time to start enjoying pleasant spring
weather. Please, interrupt your activities long
enough to send us an e-mail or drop us a note.
Your classmates want to hear from you. c Doug
Fuss, 5 Pineside Lane, Savannah, GA 31411; email, dougout@attglobal.net; Joanna McCully,
1607 Hilton Head Blvd., Lady Lake, FL 32159; email, joannacelticlady@aol.com.
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Randy Little (rsl@att.net) visited Ithaca to meet Michael
Webster, PhD ’91, the new
Robert Engel Director of the Macaulay Library at
the Laboratory of Ornithology. “Mike earned his
PhD at Cornell, so this is a homecoming of sorts
for him, and he returns to a part of the university
that has become much more academically integrated with the main campus than when he was
here as a graduate student—and to a spectacular
new facility in the Imogene Powers Johnson Center for Biodiversity at Sapsucker Woods. Dr. Webster strikes me as a great ‘find’ for Cornell, an
enthusiastic and inspiring teacher as well as a distinguished researcher and proven administrator.”
In June, for the 21st year, Randy taught Cornell’s
eight-day workshop in natural sound recording. “It
was another success at building a worldwide cadre
of skilled bio-acousticians who can go on to teach
others how to observe, interpret, appreciate, and
conserve the world in which we live. While upand-coming college students are the primary reason for teaching such a workshop, it is also very
rewarding to find college professors and professionals also taking part. A wonderful part of recent
workshops has been the venue: the Sierra Nevada
Field Campus of San Francisco State U. near Yuba
Pass in the Northern California mountains. The
downside is its timing: it always overlaps our
reunion weekend, which means that the last
reunion I attended was our 25th.” Randy wrote
and published the history of the Lab of O and Sapsucker Woods. It can still be obtained from the
Wild Birds Unlimited store at the Johnson Center
or ordered directly from his website, http://rsl.
home.att.net. Randy is retired from AT&T; he and
JoAnn live in Basking Ridge, NJ.
Basking Ridge is also home to David and Judith Hill. David has joined a 90-voice German mixed
choir that practices weekly and offers two concerts
each year. The Hills welcomed their first grandchild
last spring and have been busy taking photos. Potting, gardening, grandchildren, and church vestry
keep Gail Strand Wiley (cuscowilla@comcast.net)
busy in retirement. Gail has a part-time practice
as spiritual director. Home for Gail and Bud is Lisle,
IL; they enjoy escaping to their lakefront cottage
in Wisconsin. Practicing veterinary medicine, golfing, and scuba diving are favorite activities for
Jonathan Meincke (emeincke@aol.com), who has
the Companion Animal Hospital in Blythewood, SC.
His fondest Cornell memory is of “involuntarily
sliding on my *** down Libe Slope.”
In Raleigh, NC, retired Robert Gillen (chiller
919@aol.com) raises tropical fish. He enjoys volunteering with Special Olympics and the North Carolina Museum of Natural History. Joan and J.
Michael Duesing (mike.duesing@stewarthowe.
com) are happily ensconced in Ithaca, where Mike
owns and manages Stewart Howe Alumni Service,
with golf and woodworking on the side. Joan is
producing distinctive necklaces with the Bead
Nest. Christmas greetings from Duke and Pat
Padgitt Wellington (dpwell@aol.com) brought a
handsome family photo and recap of their busy
year. They were in Venice, FL, from January until
May, enjoying the warmth and beach. Pat was chosen as one of four “Outstanding Local Representatives” out of 600 nationwide for her work with
the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee. Duke
played golf and they kayaked. They summered in
Claryville, NY, where all three sons and grandchildren, along with spouses, girlfriend, brothers,
assorted nephews and nieces, and their dogs and
kids visited. In September Duke began building a
March | April 2010
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career as an attorney and Pennsylvania court trial judge for Butler County and says that his experience at Cornell not only “provided self-confidence
in handling personal and professional relationships,” but is memorable because that’s where he
“established long-term friendships.”
Eva Metzger Brown (Amherst, MA), a retired
clinical psychologist and also a Holocaust survivor,
now has her own website, www.evametzgerbrown.
org, which, she says, “includes Holocaust papers
of mine written over the years, speaking engagements, and an award I received from the Int’l
Psychoanalytic Association—the Elise M. Hayman
Award for the Student of the Holocaust and
Genocide . . . I would welcome correspondence
from those interested in my writings or who are
members of Holocaust families themselves.” Barbara Baillet Moran reports that Greensboro, NC,
where she lives, is “one of the cities that welcomed a number of the ‘lost boys of Sudan,’ young
men who were either forced as children to serve
in the Sudanese army or who lost their families to
the war. Most were in their late teens by the time
they were brought to the US by various church
groups. One of my writing projects is to help edit
for publication the memoir of one of these young
men. This is extremely rewarding work, but emotionally draining; one is left awed and humbled
by their courage and fortitude.” We look forward
to hearing more about your project, Barbara.
Peter Rodgers (Chester Springs, PA) writes,
“I retired in 2001, started a new company with
my son Keith in 2004, and purchased a homeaway-from-home in the Cliffs Valley golf community in South Carolina so I could force myself
away from the business.” Peter also did the 100mile Blood, Sweat & Gears bicycle ride out of
Boone, NC, to celebrate turning 70, which sounds
like an impressive accomplishment, particularly
because he reports that “it was a very difficult
ride with almost 14,000 feet of climbing in the
100 miles.” Send your news to: c Judy Bryant
Wittenberg, 146 Allerton Rd., Newton, MA 02461;
e-mail, jw275@cornell.edu.
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rock patio at Chuck White’s Pond at the Frost Valley YMCA camp. It is smooth so that people using
walkers or wheel chairs will be able to fish there.
An official “opening” will take place in 2010.
Paul Deignan, MPS ’74 (pmdeignan@embarq
mail.com) reports that Jim Gugino thought he
had successfully retired from his family nursery
business in Fredonia, “but as life would have it,
the deal went south and Jim and Nancy didn’t. We
visited at his lake home on Lake Chatauqua in August. Also took a field trip to Warren Weber’s
Star Route Farm in Marin County, CA. After getting a PhD at UC Berkeley, Warren chose to pursue his real passion: farming. He lives in a
caboose on the farm, his ‘organic empire,’ and is
truly one of the gurus in his industry. I see Dick
Bowes in between his golf games. He is very active with Rotary. Trackmate Mike Adams, MBA
’64, is recovering from a heart scare in Scottsdale, AZ. Bill Arnst is very active in his community in Fredericksburg, VA. We, Mary (Davis) and
I, continue on our ‘bucket list’ of trying to reconnect with the people that we appreciate so
much for enriching our lives. We’re blessed!”
Phil Bereano ’61, BCH ’62, MRP ’71, has won
the William O. Douglas Award, the American Civil Liberty Union’s 2009 lifetime achievement
award. The ACLU cited him for “decades of activism and his prescient advocacy on issues of
technology and civil liberties” during its presentation of the award. Phil has served on the ACLU’s
board since 1994 and chairs its committee on
data collection, storage, and dissemination. He
led the Washington state chapter to pass the
ACLU’s first policy on DNA collection and dissemination. He is professor emeritus at the U. of
Washington. Albany, NY, is home to George and
Jean McVey. George retired as biostatistician at
the NYS Dept. of Health and volunteers at assisted living facilities and with Gospel Ministry.
Check our class website (http://classof62.
alumni.cornell.edu/) for up-to-date planning information for our 50th Reunion, June 7-10, 2012.
c Jan McClayton Crites, 9420 NE 17th St., Clyde
Hill, WA 98004; e-mail, jmc50@cornell.edu.
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This past weekend, we attended
the Cornell Club of Southern Arizona’s holiday luncheon. It was
great to see several ’63ers there: Jim, BEP ’64,
MD ’69, and Christine Newton Dauber, Dave ’62
and Ginny Hoffman Morthland, and Jennifer
Patai Schneider. Jim and Chris spend half the year
here in Tucson and the rest traveling and in Pittsburgh. Jim rode 109 miles in the El Tour de Tucson bike race. He and Chris do a lot of biking.
Dave and Ginny divide their time between Lake
Oswego, OR, and Tucson. Their Tucson son and his
wife just had a baby—Dave and Ginny’s fifth
grandchild. Summer months find them on their
boat, the Ina Marie. Jennifer has retired and is
busy traveling and meeting new friends.
Joe Brennan and Elaine Burns traveled to
Washington, DC, in September. They had a wonderful tour of the White House and found the Ford’s
Theatre and the Newseum very interesting. Joe and
Elaine then traveled to Sarasota, FL, to attend the
Class of ’63 Fiji reunion hosted by Jim, MBA ’64,
and Karin Billings. Attendees were: Punch and
Nancy Smith, Blair and Pat Crum, Charlie and Kelly De Rose, Chris and Ruth LeSourd, Dave, MBA
’64, and Chris Theophilus, Dave and Carol Costine,
Fred and Elaine Gaston, Joe Brennan and Elaine
Burns, John “Whip” and Karen Gunn, John
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Kennedy, BME ’64, MBA ’65, John Schumacher,
and the Billings. The weekend included a cocktail
party, Sunday brunch, a guided tour of the Ringling
Art Museum, a three-hour boat ride on Sarasota
Bay, and a Fiji Island dinner at the Hyatt.
February 2009 found Paula Trested LaholtOeste, Elenita Eckberg Brodie, Vicki Fielding Maxant, and Vicki’s husband, Stan Murphy, on Easter
Island (Rapa Nui). Elenita wrote that the Tapati Festival was going on and there were fish cookouts, a
parade, face/body painting, and concerts. There was
some scuba diving (by Elenita) and horseback riding on this most remote inhabited place on earth.
Harvard Business School Dean Jay Light will
retire in June after nearly five years leading one
of the world’s most prestigious institutions for
management education and 40 years on the faculty. Jay began teaching at HBS in 1969 and was
named dean in 2006. In early November, prior to
the announcement of his intention to retire, 50
Quill and Dagger alumni and friends assembled
in Cambridge, MA, to honor Jay with the Clark
Northup 1893 (a Q&D founder) award, which is
given periodically to members of Quill and Dagger who have exceptionally served the Society,
university, or nation. The 50 Q&D members represented classes from 1951 to 2010. Jay oversaw
HBS’s successful $600 million capital campaign
during his tenure. Nancy Kopell was named one
of the William Fairfield Warren Distinguished Professors for her outstanding contribution to teaching and research at Boston U. She is professor of
mathematics and science in the College of Arts
and Sciences and co-founder and co-director of
the Center for Biodynamics at the College of Engineering. She has been at BU since 1986.
There was an article about Jules Kroll in the
October 19 issue of the New Yorker. It was entitled “The Secret Keeper” and was about Jules and
the world of corporate intelligence. In 1972, Jules
founded J. Kroll Associates, which became Kroll
Inc., the world’s preeminent detective agency. He
sold it in 2004 to Marsh and McLennan, an insurance conglomerate. He retired in 2008. Then, this
past summer he started K2 Global Consultants, a
risk consulting and investigations firm, with his
eldest son. Victor Cooper is a consulting highway
engineer living in Turin, NY. Richard ’62 and Neil
Ann Stuckey Levine live in Princeton, NJ; Neil
Ann has served on the board of directors of the
Cornell Club of New York for a long time. She published her first book, Transplanted German Farmer,
serving as general editor. She will be leading a
tour of Amish Mennonite sites in France, Germany,
and Switzerland in 2010. The Levines have five
grandchildren, with one set of twins.
Edward ’62 and Emily Doumaux Newell are
in Derby, NY. Emily is retired and does volunteer
work. The Newells took a trip to Antarctica on an
expedition ship—she said it was terrific and
everyone should do it! Daughter Lisa Newell Garvey lives in Derby with sons Benjamin and Beau.
Son Randy is assistant manager of the Crushers
baseball team in Cleveland, OH. His wife is senior vice president of the Cleveland Cavaliers. Anthony, MD ’67, and Mildred Turel live in Danville,
PA. Anthony retired from the Geisinger Medical
Center in 2006 after 32 years. He was director of
the clinical trials office for health systems from
2001 through 2006. He started a second career,
part-time, at Milton Hershey Medical Center at
Penn State. The Turels have one daughter who is
a professional photographer and the mother of
three. c Nancy Bierds Icke, 12350 E. Roger Rd.,
Tucson, AZ 85749; e-mail, icke63@gmail.com.
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Okay, now, y’all gotta start
speaking out for yourselves.
Read this column and you’ll see
why: what news I’ve been getting is mostly from
classmates who have been in this column only
recently, which is fine, but I’d like to see stuff
from people we haven’t heard from in some time.
So please quit being reticent and send me some
news. And speaking of news . . .
Elizabeth Drummond Murphy (Fairfax, VA) retired from the Census Bureau last September. (Was
that a just-in-time move, Betty, given that this is
census year?) A widow, Betty plans to relax, travel, spend time with her grandchildren, hang out at
the London (UK) and Stratford (Ont.) Shakespeare
festivals, otherwise patronize theaters in D.C. and
NYC, and maybe do some consulting. Sad news
from Marcia Goldschlager Epstein. Her husband,
Paul, died early last year after a long illness. Marcia, a professor at Community College of Philadelphia, lives in nearby Gladwyne, PA. (Marcia was at
reunion, but I failed to make a note about Paul’s
passing, which is why the news is only now being
reported.) Toby Kleban Levine sings in two choral
groups and enjoys quilting in the colder months
and gardening in the warmer ones. She and husband Andy take special strength training classes
for the elderly (naughty word, Toby!). The Levines
live in the Berkshires in western Massachusetts and
try to spend part of the winter in Florida. Last year,
they saw several Cornell friends in Naples, including Wendy Miller Richman ’66, Lilyan Affinito
’53, Rosa Rhodes, Human Ecology Dean Alan Mathios, and Hilda Lichtenstein Levine ’66. From their
Massachusetts pad, they head east to see their two
daughters and their grandchild. Toby and Andy also
visited Greece and Turkey last autumn and were
planning to be back in Naples this winter. She
added that they “are busier in retirement than we
ever were at work—some days I long for a desk
and a chair to sit in for eight hours.”
P. Alan Loss (Lancaster, PA) has reared athletic children. Alan reports that his oldest son last
year completed his first Ironman triathlon in
Louisville, KY, while his youngest son completed
his first in Providence, RI. Elizabeth Lewis Allen
retired almost two years ago. Betsy reports: “After years of traveling [for their work as mediators], we [meaning she and husband Don Mohr]
are enjoying being home.” They have “adopted” a
couple of children from a local Mexican-American
family and “enjoy involving them in our lives and
expanding their horizons.” Betsy also enjoys boogie boarding and sailing, easily accessed from their
home in Encinitas, CA. Gary Rushmer, MBA ’65,
JD ’68, was named along with two of his firm’s
partners as one of Florida’s top attorneys in 2009
by Florida Super Lawyers magazine. Gary has been
accorded the honor, which is bestowed on just 5
percent of Florida’s lawyers annually, every year
since its creation in 2006. Gary is one of the
founding partners/shareholders of his law firm,
Fisher Rushmer. He specializes in personal injury,
wrongful death, and professional matters. Gary and
wife Vera Ames ’65 live in Orlando. Fruit and vegetable broker Charles Zambito, who lives in the
Philadelphia suburb of West Deptford, NJ, with wife
Barbara, writes that while he enjoys the Phillies
and Villanova basketball, he most relishes his two
grandsons—and, of course, his three grown children. Chuck is a trustee of the New Jersey Agricultural Society and president of the Philadelphia
chapter of the United Fresh Produce Association.
Psychiatrist Gerald Lazar, still in his private
practice, and wife Elise went a little east, then
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For those of us who reside in the
northern states, when December
comes along we know that winter soon will be with us. December is also when
we submit our class column for the March/April
issue of the alumni magazine. This year, as you
read about our classmates and their families, you
will also be receiving more news as the Class of
1965 prepares for its 45th Reunion, June 10-13.
Under the outstanding leadership of our reunion
chairs George Arangio, MD ’69, Myron Jacobson,
and Grace Hershberg Morgenstein, it will be a
weekend that we will long remember. So, when
you receive your reunion package in the mail,
please decide to come and join with your classmates in Ithaca the second weekend in June.
In the ten years I’ve been one of the three
class correspondents, I have never had as much
material to work with. Michael Schwarting, BArch
’66, MArch ’68, reports that he is still director of
the graduate program of urban and regional design in the School of Architecture at the New York
Inst. of Technology. He and wife Frances Campani,
also an architect, have a firm in Port Jefferson,
Campani and Schwarting Architects. This past
summer he was going with his students to Italy to
look at cities and architecture. Doing a little research on the Internet, I learned that Michael and
Frances received the Vision Long Island Smart
Growth Award for their park and community center project in Mt. Sinai, NY. She is also on the faculty of NYIT’s School of Architecture. If more of his
fellow architects plan to attend reunion, he might
be more likely to consider attending.
John Welsh, DVM ’68 (Keezletown, VA) still
practices a little (cattle only) with occasional field
trials (chicken, turkeys, and pigs). He also is helping out on his son’s dairy farm. John reports that
he and wife Pam now have 16 grandchildren—does
anyone in the class have more? While all seven of
their children are finished with college and selfsufficient, Pam has gone back to school to get a
master’s. John plans to attend our 45th and has a
long list of people he hopes to see when he is back
in Ithaca. With Christmas coming soon as I write
this column, I have to pass along the news from
Ernie Berger (Daphne, AL). He is still the president of Santa America, the largest nonprofit Santa service organization. There are 300 volunteers
in 47 states and six foreign countries. To learn
more about Ernie’s organization, check out www.
Santa-America.org. In 2009, initiatives of his organization include alliances with the Autism Society of America and Wounded Warriors Battalions.

Last spring, Ernie attended the Kentucky Derby and
won enough on Mind that Bird to cover the cost of
the trip. He had such a wonderful time at our 40th
Reunion he plans to be back in Ithaca this June.
Steve Appell, a Big Red Super Fan, is a volunteer faculty member of the Brooklyn College
Inst. for Retirees in Pursuit of Education on historical subjects—including the 1960s and presidential elections. Steve also has been writing
articles to the class website. Last winter he visited Cornell in February to see the Big Red hoopsters beat both Harvard and Dartmouth on the way
to winning the Ivy League Championship—something we never accomplished during our time on
the Hill. Steve definitely plans to attend reunion.
He’s looking forward to seeing his friends—particularly Joe Ryan. Steve and wife Madeleine live
in Brooklyn. Jean Chen had lots of news to report.
In February 2008 she married John Miyamoto, a
professor at the U. of Washington. Jean has been
traveling (Amsterdam, Vienna, and Budapest),
printmaking, kayaking, and enjoying theater and
dance. She also takes care of her mother, 93. Jean
plans to attend our reunion and hopes to see
many friends, including Ruth Shari.
Michael Funke breeds and races harness horses across North America. Among his horses were
world champions Dynamike and Wathamomic. Mike
is an artist and had a one-man show at the Mayor’s Gallery in Stamford, CT. He is also a financial
consultant and author of two of the top-ranked
investment newsletters in the world. His wife is
artist Francine (Feldman) ’67, who has shown in
the Tiffany’s window on 5th Ave., the Scottsdale
Center for the Arts, the Ft. Lauderdale Museum,
Parrish Museum, and others. Last July she had a
show in Port Chester, NY. Trying to keep up with
his parents is their son Randy, an in-demand guitar player. When not involved in his own music,
he is also a very busy webmaster who has done
sites for “The Gathering of the Vibes,” Grammys,
etc. The Funkes’ younger son, Elliot, is a top computer consultant. Mike plans to attend reunion
and looks forward to seeing Myron Jacobson and
Pete Sperber. c Ronald Harris, rsh28@cornell.
edu; Joan Elstein Rogow, psurutsc@aol.com; and
Terry Kohleriter Schwartz, TerryKS7@aol.com.

their son Tyler was married last August. Bill has
chaired CAAAN in Alaska for the last three years.
His Alaska summers are filled with golf and sailing on Resurrection Bay. Craig, ME ’67, and Amy
Havemeyer (craig@floridacraig.com) continue to
live in Punta Gorda, FL, where Craig is a sales associate with Coldwell Banker. He enjoys introducing Northerners to the joys of southwest
Florida. Stuart Mitchell (smitchell@pathstone.
org) is president and CEO of PathStone, a private,
not-for-profit regional community development and
human services organization headquartered in
Rochester, NY. They provide services to farm workers, low-income families, and economically depressed communities in parts of the Northeast and
Midwest. PathStone was involved in developing the
Cedar Creek affordable rental project in Ithaca.
Commuting between New York City and Washington, DC, on a weekly basis for the past five
years has kept John Richert busy. He is the EVP
for research and clinical programs at the National MS Society in New York and heads home weekends to wife Nancy, a MD-PhD radiologist doing
MRI research at NIH. John was interviewed by
Meredith Vieira on the “Today Show” this past year.
Irene Green Blumenkranz reports on the birth of
her first grandchild, Sawyer, to Irene’s son and
daughter-in-law. Irene’s other son, an animator,
has become a member of the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences, and Irene hopes he will
take her to the Oscar presentations. Stay tuned.
Irene is still working in her own business and still
teaches aerobics, muscle conditioning, and flexibility at the local YMCA. She is learning Spanish
and plans to attend a language immersion school
in Mexico. She keeps in touch with Paul Levisohn,
Marcy Howell Litzenberg, and Ervene Salan.
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a lot west from their home in Salt Lake City in
back-to-back travels last year. They first journeyed
to Boca Raton, FL, for a daughter’s wedding, then
last summer flew to Bali with their three children
plus the new son-in-law. When not criss-crossing
time zones, Jerry enjoys symphony, ballet, book
clubs, wine tasting, and men’s groups. Michael
“Tim” Graves, who lives in Fairport, NY, with wife
Suzanne, has retired from teaching history and
economics. They have a son and two granddaughters. Tim is also a retired Army lieutenant
colonel. He enjoys photography and “working
hard at being retired.”
That’s it for this issue. Be sure to visit our
class website to see pictures from reunion (http://
classof64.alumni.cornell.edu), and to send me
news at home or online at: blamont64@comcast.
net. c Bev Johns Lamont 720 Chestnut St.,
Deerfield, IL 60015.

45th Reunion
June 10-13,
2010
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Careers, travel, family, and Cornell connections continue to
enrich our lives. Steve and Stefani Waldenberg Weiss (sww9@cornell.edu) traveled to Iceland and Scandinavia last summer.
Steffi fell in love with the Vasa Museum in Stockholm. In Iceland, they spent a week driving the
Great Ring Road, including a day hiking in the
Lake Myvatn area, a landscape of craters, lava
fields, pseudo craters, and geothermal areas. Then
it was on to Copenhagen, followed by a week in
Norway exploring fjords and the cities of Oslo and
Bergen. Judy Kurtz Polcer (Brooklyn, NY; jkurtz@
nyc.rr.com) continues to sing with husband Ed’s
band. She is also a regular volunteer at Prospect
Park, her very large and special backyard. Looking back to Cornell days, she remembers singing
with the Notables, joint singing with the Sherwoods and Waiters, and the friends she made
through these groups. Judy, Fred Kewley, and
Tom Sturdevant made a demo record produced by
Harry Chapin ’64 during sophomore year.
William Dann, MPA ’68 (billd@professional
growthsystems.com) is still in Alaska, running his
management consulting business, Professional
Growth Systems. Bill and Jenny Alowa report that

• B & B at the Townhouses
•Thursday Dinner: “Tuscan buffet”
• Friday Dinner: Ithaca Country Club
•Forum: Prof. Jim Bell
“Mars Rover Project”
• Music: Vivaldi, Swing, Beach Boys
•Rock & Roll Party: Like only we can

. . . and more

Renew the Class of ’65’s
Big Red Spirit!
Check our website for updates:
http://classof65.alumni.cornell.edu
March | April 2010
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“My life has been immeasurably impacted and
enriched by being a Cornellian,” says Nancy Hoffman (mrstspags@aol.com). She was elected to
the Cornell University Council and attended her
first Trustee-Council Weekend last fall. She has also
served on the ILR Dean’s Advisory Council and the
ILR Alumni Association Board. She is a member
of the new Scheinman Inst. Advisory Board at the
ILR school. Nancy celebrates 21 years as general
counsel for CSEA/AFSCME Local 1000, AFL-CIO,
thanks to her ILR education. She and husband
Thomas Spagnoletti live in Albany. Lee and Joan
Buchsbaum Lindquist ’68 (LINDQBIKE@aol.com)
relocated from Coeur d’Alene, ID, to Boise, ID, last
July. They now live near daughter Kirsten Lindquist Wallace ’92 and her family and have an easier one-flight trip to L.A. to visit son Kevin, MBA
’99, his wife Annette (Harville), MBA ’98, and
their sons. Lee retired from his internal medicine
practice and now works for the Dept. of Veterans
Affairs Medical Center in Boise (better weather
there, too). He can still practice medicine free of
the risks and hassles of managing a private practice. He enjoys having more free time as he gears
up for retirement.
Norm Stern (nstern1@gmail.com) and wife
Jo became first-time grandparents to Jacob. Last
year, Norm received his sixth degree black belt in
Tang Soo Do, a Korean martial art. He is on the
board of directors of the All Martial Art Federation
and is also a full-time practicing oral surgeon.
Neil and Karin Chafetz (nic2@cornell.edu) have
two children in college and one in high school,

so any thoughts of retirement are years away. Neil
stays Cornell connected by interviewing Cornell
applicants in the Rancho Palos Verdes, CA, area.
He recently held a Cornell dinner at his home with
live, homegrown music. The evening was entitled
“From Brahms to Broadway.”
Reunion is on our minds. Your class officers
and council are working hard to continue our
wonderful traditions. Let us know what you might
like to see happen reunion weekend, June 9-12,
’11. Get involved. Contact your class officers or
correspondents. c Susan Rockford Bittker, lady
scienc@aol.com; Pete Salinger, pas44@cornell.
edu; Deanne Gebell Gitner, dgg26@cornell.edu.
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It may seem premature, but here
are a few notes discussing recent
retirements. I’d be interested to
hear from those who are retired, partially retired,
or have no intention of retiring any time soon.
From Betsy Tyler-Bee (Oxfordshire, England; btyler
bee@yahoo.com): “I retired in July 2008 from my
job as assistant registrar, Medical Sciences Division, U. of Oxford. Now enjoying time, for the first
time since Cornell days, to do what I want. I aim
to attend our 45th Reunion, too!” Ruth Dritch
Salinger (Bethesda, MD; ruth.fowusa@verizon.net)
writes, “I retired November 2002 from the federal government, where I worked in the areas of improving human performance and organizational
development (thanks, Jim Maas, PhD ’66) and am
now involved in Friends of Ostomates Worldwide

Giggle Therapy
Judy Gleklen Kopff ’68 & Gary Kopff, MPA ’71

J

udy and Gary Kopff begin entertaining people as soon as they arrive at a hospital
and step out of their tiny convertible in full clown costume. They struggle into their
huge shoes—so large they can’t
wear them in the car—and try to walk
up the stairs sideways, like skiers inching up a hill.
The Kopffs have been doing volunteer
clowning at hospitals in the Washington,
D.C., area since the mid-Nineties. Before
then, Judy Kopff worked at the Pentagon,
managing mission operations for contractors in Iraq and Afghanistan; now retired, she volunteers almost full-time. She
and her husband, a financial strategy
consultant, bring cheer to pediatric
wards and to recuperating soldiers at
Walter Reed Army Medical Center.
At Walter Reed, they entertain soldiers who have been injured in Iraq or
Afghanistan. Besides clowning, they
sometimes just chat with patients. “It
doesn’t matter that they’re in a hospital bed,” Judy Kopff says. “I talk to them as if they’re
sitting next to me at a dinner party.” When they go to children’s hospitals, they blow up balloons, tell jokes, and do magic tricks. “There are some kids who are so medicated that they
can’t respond, but they can smile,” says Judy. “That’s all we want—to bring a smile to their
faces, if just for a second.”
— Arianna White
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USA (fowusa.org), which collects donated medical
supplies in the US and provides them to developing countries. It feels good to help others.”
Thomas Pasko Jr. (Arlington, VA) “retired
from the US Dept. of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, as director of advanced research.” He’s active in local community activities
and volunteers at the American Society of Civil Engineers. Roger Goldberg (Ada, OH; r-goldberg@
onu.edu) “will formally retire from my position as
associate VP for academic affairs at Ohio Northern
U. this February 1. Forty years teaching economics and administrative work was quite fulfilling.
Hope to do some traveling with my wife, Beth.”
Emilie Gostanian Marchant, MPS ’85, is “enjoying
retirement after my second pancreatic cancer surgery in December 2008. My pancreas and spleen
were removed, but I am free of cancer, although
I am now a diabetic. My Cornell education helped
me ask the right questions and obtain the best
in medical care. My husband and I enjoyed our
week at Cornell’s Adult University in July 2009.
Bud enjoyed wine and food, and I learned about
relaxation techniques.”
Ivan Blum, MBA ’69 (Southbury CT; ivanjblum
11@gmail.com) “took early retirement from IBM
in March. I’m exploring consulting opportunities
and have become an adjunct professor at Albertus Magnus, St. Joseph, and the U. of Connecticut. I’m currently teaching Innovation and
Entrepreneurship and Organizations and Industry
at the graduate level and Information Technology
to undergraduates. On August 29, I became a firsttime grandfather. Nadia Claire, born
in Washington, DC, on that day, is
already the ‘apple of my eye.’ ” Barbara Kay Pitts Powell of Surrey,
England, wrote in some time ago
(sorry for our delay in getting her
name in here) that she and husband
Michael, MS ’68, were intent on retiring and returning to the US, but
since then, no further word has arrived. Leave it to Richard Hayman
(Potomac, MD; Richard.Hayman@
JustMoulding.com) to come out of
retirement “to work as the sales
manager at www.justmouldings.com.
I spend all my time training and
coaching. It’s fun.” About relocating,
he adds: “Three houses is enough.”
Susan Goodman Feldman (Framingham, MA; sef2@cornell.edu) is
“still covering search and discovery
technologies as an analyst at IDC.
The job is challenging and rewarding—where else do you get to talk
to passionate, intelligent people
about tomorrow’s technology? Main
challenge: managing time and too
much information.” Susan still plays
the viola and is looking for others
to play chamber music with. “I continue to hike and snowshoe. Not
much has changed except my knees
are more tired.” Robert Mangi (Garden City, NY; mangilaw@aol.com)
is “still practicing family law and enjoying my granddaughter, 2. Babs
and I are married more than 41
years and have three boys to show
for it, all successful. I enjoy collecting and trading antique cars. I have
continued my interest in boxing (I
was boxing director at Cornell), and
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Barry Levy (bjl@history.umass.
edu), an associate professor of
history at UMass, Amherst, has
written to announce the publication of Town
Born: The Political Economy of New England from
Its Founding to the Revolution, published by U.
of Pennsylvania Press, 2009. This book explains
the origins of New England’s unique nature. Barry
also wrote that son Aaron Levy, MPA ’06, is a
program analyst at the EPA. Barry’s other son,
Amos, is a disk jockey (DJ Thermos) and educator
in Pittsburgh. Barry’s wife, Jacquelyn Wolf, is head
of Masscare, an advocacy group for single-payer
health care in Massachusetts. Herb Fuller (HHF@
wih.harvard.edu) has had a busy time since he
retired from Harvard U. at the end of June 2009.
Most notably, his remarkably stable book club
became interested in the research Herb had done
for his next book about trains. That group convinced Herb to organize a tour of the National
Railroad Museum in Green Bay, WI, and nearly all
the members traveled from Boston to the museum.
The highlights of that trip were of course the
museum itself, but also the Packers, whom they
encountered jogging out of their locker room on
the way to practice and who stopped to sign
autographs. Herb and wife Martha hosted a
reception at the conclusion of the tour in a private railroad car that he had restored during high
school and college summers.
In late November (when I wrote this column)
I ran into Gordon Silver at a Boston Symphony Orchestra concert. He told me he was leaving for China shortly to attend a corporate board meeting. I
was glad to hear he is still so active after leaving
his position at Putnam Investments. C. Edward
Kemp, DVM ’71 (eds330@aol.com) writes that he
has basically retired from veterinary practice, but
remains active as a behind-the-scenes manager
in the Falmouth, MA, real estate firm owned by
his wife, Carol O’Loughlin. As the owner of a 1965
Ferrari 330 GT and a BMW M-3, Edward is an avid
automobile enthusiast and especially active with
the Ferrari Club of America. Edward and his wife
visit their older daughter and granddaughter several times a year in Waterford, Ireland. He would
like to hear from Bob Archibald.
Tracy Suor Garland (tracygarland@comcast.
net) and husband Tom live in Seattle, WA, where
she is a self-employed consultant who provides
strategic advisory services to foundations and a
trustee of Group Health Cooperative, a healthcare
enterprise. In her spare time, Tracy focuses on her
family of six grown children living in San Francisco, Santa Monica, Washington, DC, New York,
and Chicago, as well as equestrian activities with
her Connemara pony. Karl Ng, ME ’69 (karlng@
netvigator.com) and wife Cheung Ping live in
Hong Kong, where he is the director of Pacific
Garment Factory Ltd. and Kaltex Company Ltd. His
job involves business transactions and sales for
the companies. For extracurricular activities, Karl
is involved with the Hong Kong Boy Scouts and

is vice chairman of the 17th Group of La Salle.
Karl would like to hear from James Russell.
I would love to hear from some of our classmates who have not been featured in this column for a while. I know you are out there! c
Mary Hartman Schmidt, mary.schmidt@schmidtfederico.com.
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Highly recommended: the Madison Square Garden CornellBoston U. hockey game, held
the Saturday after Thanksgiving. The Big Red
skated to a 3-3 tie (better than the loss we suffered two years ago) before a sold-out crowd, with
the Big Red fans outnumbering BU fans by two to
one. As entertaining as the action on the ice was
the reaction in the stands. Cornell hockey fans
have to be the most vocal—and the funniest—in
the league. It felt like being back at Lynah.
The medical profession is filled with so many
of our classmates doing incredible work. Gerald
Appel is director of clinical nephrology (kidney
disease) at Columbia U. Medical Center in New York
and has spent the last 35 years taking care of his
patients, doing research, and lecturing worldwide
. . . and loves it! He and wife Alice enjoy their
grandchildren Owen and Leo. Nancy Probst Wight,
a neonatologist and medical director of lactation
services at SHARP, Mary Birch Hospital for Women
in San Diego, lectures in the US and abroad on
breast-feeding and human lactation topics. She
volunteers at San Diego Breastfeeding Coalition in
her spare time. Paul Fox, PhD ’83 (foxp@ccf.org)
is professor of molecular medicine at the worldrenowned Cleveland Clinic. He is “still trying to understand the molecular basis of inflammation.”
Bonnie Levy Shuman, a retired attorney for
Siemens Medical Solutions Health Services, has
joined the board of directors at the Maternity Care
Coalition. She brings her 30 years of management,
corporate governance, board, and legal experience
to this community-based outreach, education, and
support approach to maternal and child health.
Bonnie is “interested in supporting an organization that helps young children in the Philadelphia
community.” Since its inception in 1989, MCC’s
MOMobile program has helped more than 60,000
families. Find out more at www.MOMobile.org.
There are quite a few of us still resisting retirement. Tom Grilk, a business lawyer, would
rather spend his time doing the “outside” work
on the Boston Marathon. He invites anyone in
town for the Marathon in April to get in touch
at tomgrilk@aol.com. His two boys are college
freshmen, and his St. Lawrence hockey player is
the third biggest Division I player at 6'5".
Michael Siegel (Loomis, CA; msiegelesq@gmail.
com) is an attorney representing crime victims.
He has time for some interesting extracurricular
activities, though, including organic farming,
horse breeding, singing in a “seniors” choir, and
spending time with his five grandchildren. He invites anyone who is in the Loomis area to drop
by for a taste of farm/ranch life.
Doug Yoder (yoders@bellsouth.net) tried retiring from Miami-Dade County for 35 years, but
after only a month went back to work for the Water and Sewer Dept. as deputy director of planning, regulatory compliance, and capital programs.
They are looking at the potential impact of climate change, specifically rises in sea level and
how that will affect water resources. He is on
several national committees reviewing these issues from the perspective of utilities, and how

we deal with these changes will have significant
influence on the future. Doug and family are
“blessed with relatively good health, good
friends, good careers, and the opportunity to see
at least a bit of the world.” He would like to retire on his family homestead on Puget Sound
when this actually happens.
Rob Kaufelt’s day job is proprietor of Murray’s
Cheese in NYC, and he’s just made a deal to put 50
Murray’s Cheese Shops into Kroger superstores.
Maybe he’ll have more time to devote to building
and renovating his small farm in Stockton, NJ, and
recording a CD of tunes he wrote in a studio in
Tribeca. He and wife Nina just had twins Jacob
Alan and Jacqueline Rose, who join big brother
Julian Charles, 3. They will keep you busy, Rob.
Jerry Jensen, ME ’71 (JerryKJensen@msn.com) is
president of Jerry Jensen and Assoc., business consultant in Hallandale Beach, FL, and helps make
small businesses become big businesses—and more
profitable. In his spare time he acts and directs
in professional theaters in South Florida.
Bill Bruno, ME ’71, has been busy lately. He
completed a book on business ethics entitled, The
King Rat and His Court: Lessons in Corporate Greed.
Visit his website, www.thekingrat.com, for more
info on this timely topic. He is the current president of the Cornell Engineering Alumni Assn. and
encourages all Class of ’69 Engineers to reconnect
with the college, students, and fellow alumni. He
and wife Lynn have completed the restoration of
a 110-year-old summer cottage on Martha’s Vineyard. Business remains “too gratifying to retire” for
Stan Davis, principal at Tower Hunter Executive
Search in Washington, DC. He spends time between
D.C. and their homes in Providence and New Hampshire. Bruce “Rick” Emmer is “easing into retirement” in Apollo Beach, FL. After spending 13 years
as a copywriter and creative director for J. Walter
Thompson (in New York and Brussels) he began
two freelance careers—as a translator (French,
Dutch, and German into English) and as copyeditor for major publishing companies. He invites
classmates and/or Tau Epsilon Phi brothers to get
in touch at wordwizard@tampabay.rr.com.
In other news . . . Peter Kutner, the Hugh
Roth professor of law at the U. of Oklahoma, is
the invited visiting professor at Sophia U. in
Tokyo for the 2009-10 academic year. Enjoy, Peter. Steve Marx’s Cornell family continues to grow.
In November 2009, daughter Emily ’04 married
Matthew Perl ’04 “in a beautiful ceremony in the
tea garden of the Vinoy Resort and Golf Club in
St. Petersburg.” The happy couple resides in New
York, and the New York Times selected their wedding for inclusion in its Weddings and Celebrations page on Nov. 15. Guests at the wedding
included Dave Marshall, Bari Boyer ’71, Charlie
Kohn ’68, and Marshall Katzen ’68. You sound
like a very proud papa, Steve.
I’m always looking for items for our column.
Please send your news to: c Tina Economaki
Riedl, triedl@optonline.net
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I currently serve as deputy commissioner to the
NYS Athletic (Boxing) Commission. Babs and I
have lived in Garden City for more than 35 years.
Since our boys and granddaughter live on Long
Island, it’s unlikely we’ll ever move. My firm does
quite a bit of pro bono work, including representation of children in family law as well as juvenile
delinquency proceedings.” c Richard B. Hoffman,
2925 28th St., NW, Washington, DC 20008; e-mail,
rhoffman@erols.com.
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Our 40th Reunion, Thursday, June
10 to Sunday, June 13, is only
three months away. We have a
great weekend planned and look forward to seeing you in Ithaca for the festivities! Our theme is
“Sustainability,” to go along with the many things
that the university has instituted in the campus
community, and includes a “100-Mile Dinner” on
Friday evening—featuring food and beverage all
obtained within 100 miles of Ithaca! But aside
March | April 2010
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from food and drink, the main attraction will be
our classmates, old friends, and new acquaintances. Plan to come and join in the fun. Please
contact me at cfm7@cornell.edu or (610) 2563088 or log on to our website, http://classof70.
alumni.cornell.edu, for more details and info, and
to see who will be at our 40th Reunion!
Josh Katzen has reported on four 1970 Arts
graduates. Elliot Gordon, Marty Katz, Josh, and
Rick Ludwig spent a week hiking in the Sierra
Nevadas in California in August 2009. Elliot lives
in L.A. and is a corporate headhunter; Marty runs
an international trade firm in the Detroit area with
his wife, our longtime class treasurer Hsiao Ping
(Liu); Josh is a real estate developer in Boston;
and Rick is an internist specializing in geriatric
medicine in Seattle. Observing the vigor with which
the group averaged 3,000 vertical feet per day,
Rick’s professional opinion was that their respective physical conditions placed them in “the top
5 percent of 60-year-olds nationally.” Impressive!
Scott Brush (Palmetto, FL; BrushCo@aol.
com) continues to be very busy with his family of
four children, Sara, Rachel, Jonathan, and Christine, as well as his business, Brush & Co., a lodging industry consultancy that he founded in 1993.
His services include market studies, asset management, litigation support, operation diagnostics, and business plans. Scott is linked to Plaxo,
and his website is www.brush-and-company.com.
He sends out a monthly online newsletter called
Lodging Notes and Random Thoughts.
Carl William Ferris ’47, my father, died last
Thanksgiving evening. He arrived on the Hill in
1943 as part of the US Navy’s V-12 program during WWII and was the first person in his large extended family to go to college. Dad had dreamed
of being an architect, but the Navy had other
plans and he became a mechanical engineer instead. A year or two after he started at Cornell
he gave a hitchhiking co-ed a ride up Buffalo
Street. They had their first date at Joe’s Restaurant in Ithaca. The co-ed was my namesake, Connie Mae Foley ’47.
One cold snowy winter night when Dad was
on Navy watch on campus, he heard a scratching
at the door. There he found a shivering, wet, black
cocker spaniel mix for whom he would break quite
a few rules as their very close relationship developed. He named her MoMo and she really never
left Carl’s side after that first night, except of
course when he was in class (forget the no dogs
in the dorms rule!). She would wait outside the
building for class to be over, but when the sea of
Navy men streamed out she would sometimes not
manage to find him. Whenever that happened, she
would head straight for the Tri Delt house (now
Alumni House on the north side of Triphammer
Bridge) because she knew her midshipman would
soon show up there to see my mom. My parents
married at Sage Chapel on the afternoon of June
16, 1947 after my mother’s graduation that morning (Dad graduated early in December 1946), and
they were together until November 26, 2009. c
Connie Ferris Meyer, cfm7@cornell.edu.
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It may come as a big surprise to
some of you, but in approximately
one year, we will be celebrating our
40th Reunion! Your class officers have been busy
all winter, working on reunion planning and
regional class events throughout the country. If
you live in the Boston area or if you would just
like to travel and see Boston for a beautiful
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spring weekend, save Sunday, April 25, for a class
get-together. We will gather at the Longwood
Cricket Club in Chestnut Hill to reconnect and
share some good cheer and delicious food. We’ve
invited Les Selbovitz to speak on a topic of
interest to all, “Health Care Reform: What it
means to you, your doctor, and your hospital.”
Les is a clinical professor of medicine and chief
medical officer and senior VP for medical affairs
at Newton-Wellesley Hospital in the Boston area.
Please contact Naomi Katz Mintz (NJKM@aol.
com) or me (LG95@cornell.edu) if you would like
to attend and haven’t received an invitation.
Check your e-mails for other upcoming class
events (such as the one planned at the Brooklyn
Brewery in New York and events in Southern California and San Francisco this spring). If you are
interested in organizing an event in your area, let
us know and we’ll put you in touch with folks at
our alumni office in Ithaca who can help you.
Last September, 46 classmates and friends
gathered at the Cornell Club in Manhattan for a
New York City area 60th birthday party. We had a
wonderful time catching up on news about work,
family, children, travel, and life in general. Bill
Anderson (wja123@earthlink.net) and his wife,
Margaret, traveled from Virginia as part of his actual 60th birthday celebration. John Burnap (New
Canaan, CT; jkburnap@gmail.com) attended and
reported that he keeps in touch with many alumni through his interest in Cornell lacrosse. Last
spring he traveled to the NCAA lacrosse championships in Massachusetts, where he saw Larry
Kenyon ’70, Dennis Lubozynski, MBA ’75, Bill
Ellis ’72, Bruce Teague, Bill Molloy ’72, MBA ’74,
Buck Briggs ’76, and Richie Moran (who led the
group in Cornell cheers). John and wife Joanie
(who attended Duke) met while playing club
lacrosse in California in 1976. They attend the final four NCAA playoffs every Memorial Day weekend and this year plan to be in Baltimore for the
event. John works in Manhattan as an information technology professional. Diane Brenner (Palm
Beach Gardens, FL; dbrenner50@aol.com) traveled
from the most distant location to attend our minireunion. She is in the real estate business.
Michael Barrett, MPS ’71 (mirb@chevron.
com) is the global manager for policy, government,
and public affairs at Chevron Global Gas. He has
spent more than 35 years in public affairs, running
public relations and advertising agencies and managing public affairs departments with several large
corporations. He has worked all over the world with
Chevron and has lived in Lagos, London, Angola,
South Africa, Kazakhstan, and numerous countries
in Asia. Michael has accepted another international
assignment with Chevron to move to Chengdu,
China, and manage a large public affairs team. He
writes, “Chengdu is one of those very large cities
you have never heard of. It is a city of 11 million,
the capital of Sichuan province, and not very westernized. The gas fields where I will spend much of
my time are eight hours by car from Chengdu, in
a very rural area.” He looks forward to experiencing the diverse culture in this new assignment.
On Thanksgiving weekend many of our classmates attended Red Hot Hockey II (number I was
in 2007), Cornell vs. Boston U. Prior to the game,
many of our classmates visited the USS Intrepid,
where the Pep Band played on the flight deck.
Following the Intrepid, the classes of 1970-77
had a pre-game event at Mustang Harry’s with
hors d’ouevres and drinks and then went on to
attend the game. It was a great way to enjoy the
weekend in New York, hang out with Cornell
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friends, and see an exciting game that ended in
a 3-3 tie.
Cornell’s Alumni University remains very popular. Last summer’s attendees included Diane
Williams (Sailing) and Robert Stroud (Video Verité) and wife Judy (Gladnick) ’72 (Memory and
Brain). Elisabeth K. Boas (ekb7@cornell.edu) also
attended CAU, where she took a course on Islam.
Elisabeth is married to Art Spitzer, who was honored last year to speak at Ross Brann’s house professor’s tea and later at Quill and Dagger in
conjunction with the 40th anniversary of the
Straight takeover and its aftermath. Elisabeth has
taken up knitting, which she finds paradoxically
both addictive and meditative. In addition to
knitting she recently graduated from the two-year
Florence Melton adult mini-school program, an international curriculum with local teachers. She has
also been writing a work of fiction.
That’s all the news we have for now. Send
us a quick e-mail and we’ll write about you. c
Linda Germaine-Miller, LG95@cornell.edu; and
Matt Silverman, mes62@cornell.edu.
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Shortly after writing my last column, I had surgery for a total
replacement of my right knee. The
surgery itself went well, but I contracted a very
serious blood infection and was hospitalized for
nearly three weeks. I’m finally getting my strength
and stamina back (it’s early December as I write
this). If anyone is contemplating a knee replacement, I’ll be glad to share my experience with you.
Bonnie Brier wrote a great article for our class
website about the 1970 Cornell hockey team that
went undefeated and won the NCAA championship
in Lake Placid. You can find the site at http://class
of72.alumni.cornell.edu. Gene Weber is managing
partner of Weber Capital Management Inc. in San
Francisco. He spent last spring cheering on the
Cornell Equestrian team—his daughter Scotty
Weber ’11 qualified for the zone championships.
Her younger sister, Paige, is a junior at Episcopal,
a boarding school in Alexandria, VA. Gene spends
his free time saltwater and freshwater fly-fishing
and putting a dent in his wine cellar.
John Roberts is a mechanical engineer and
has been designing heating and air-conditioning
systems for 30 years. He designed mechanical systems for large buildings including a desert exhibit at the North Carolina Zoo, the North Carolina
Museum of Natural Sciences, several hospital
buildings, and a chiller plant at WakeMed Hospital in Raleigh. Currently he is working on a green
building for Wake Technical Community College.
“This has been my dream, to do something like
this for the environment, ever since that first
Earth Day in 1970, which I experienced at Cornell,” he says. John’s wife, Beth, attends divinity
school at Campbell U. Son Bryce graduated from
Appalachian State U. and now lives in Shanghai,
China, with his wife, LiQi. Daughter Lydia graduated a year ago from the U. of North Carolina,
Asheville, and works in marketing.
Alec Dann is general manager for Hanley
Wood Business Media, managing their online publishing business. During Freshman Week in 2008,
he visited Karl Kayser in Ithaca (40 years after we
all arrived at Cornell), and the visit brought back
many memories. Alec would like to spend more
time at his hobby, photography, and he would like
to hear from Allen Davis, MBA ’78. What Alec remembers most about Cornell is the great people he
met there. I second that sentiment. Andrew Topus
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his non-work time playing lacrosse and USTA 4.0
tennis. Artie frequently sees Larry, MBA ’74, and
Wendy Weingarten Miller, MBA ’74. I’m sure Artie
was very disappointed watching the final minutes
of the Cornell-Syracuse NCAA Lacrosse Championship game in 2009. The Big Red was only a few
seconds away from another NCAA Championship.
The Neag School of Education Alumni Society at the U. of Connecticut named Wendy Trozzi
Libby, MBA ’77, as the 2009 Outstanding Higher
Education Professional. The award is based on
Wendy’s scholarship, teaching, and administrative
contributions to higher education. She earned her
PhD in education administration from the Neag
School in 1994. At the time of the award, Wendy
was president of Stephens College in Columbia, MO,
where she is credited with initiating a major institutional turnaround. Stephens College, the second
oldest women’s institution in the US, nearly closed

‘

further when I revealed that I have a key to the
very Gothic and drafty Quill and Dagger sanctuary
in the tower of Lyon Hall—a setting perfect for
trysts with vampires. Based on their reactions, I
recommend that Cornell recruiters abandon all
talk about the size of the library and the faculty’s
distinguished record of academic achievement and
simply pass out pictures of all the spooky buildings. And now to the news from others who are
heir to this newly enhanced heritage.
Law firm Bingham McCutchen has honored
Boston partner and financial services area co-chair
Roger Joseph with the firm’s first Bingham Community Service Award. Roger was recognized for his
work to provide inner-city Catholic school scholarships to Boston students. Lynn Edelstein Heymont
is the 2009 recipient of the Helen Bull Vandervort
Alumni Achievement Award. A veteran human resources executive in the media industry, Lynn was
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(Buffalo Grove, IL) is trying to work less, enjoy
life more, and retire early. He works for a food
marketing company that sells to dollar stores. Andrew spends his non-work hours being a father and
stepfather to six children, while paying for college,
cars, and weddings. He has been able to find some
time to travel to both coasts, Mexico, and Europe.
Bruce McGeoch, ME ’73, and spouse Cyndy of
Burlington, VT, along with Larry Baum and spouse
Trudy, took a cruise in 2008 to the Amazon River
in Brazil. Bruce has been busy with consulting and
golf while Cyndy works for the Essex town schools
as a para-educator, working one-on-one with a new
student in third grade. Daughter Lauren worked on
her UC Davis PhD thesis doing research in Kenya.
While still closely following Cornell hockey, the
McGeochs have also become fans of U. of Vermont
hockey. David Sheppard (Cedarville, NJ) is owner
of Jersey Legacy Farms LLC, where he works with
daughter Michele. He started a new farm growing
organic vegetables and “Jersey tomatoes.” For more
information, you can go to www.JerseyTomato.
com. Following 30 years working for Kellogg Co.,
Carol Jaffe Pratt, MS ’74, retired into part-time
consulting on nutrition, teaching, and leadership.
I wonder if Carol had anything to do with Kellogg’s recent decision to reduce the amount of
sugar in their children’s cereals. She also spends
time on church, food pantry, and other nonprofit “give back” tasks. Carol and husband Nick love
driving to the Michigan Upper Peninsula to spend
time at Nick’s cabin on the St. Mary’s River, looking over to Canada. Their combined six children
and ten grandchildren (all Nick’s) are always a
source of fun and consternation. Carol says that
every time she sees Uris Library Tower it brings
back memories of the hours she spent there. She
would like to hear from Pat Gross Kalik.
I have a correction to make. In my last column, I mentioned that Raisa Scriabine, MA ’74,
is executive producer of Earth Focus, a TV environmental news magazine. Unfortunately, I included an incorrect address. The correct link is:
www.linktv.org/earthfocus. My apologies to Raisa.
Barbara Posner Jungman teaches math at Lone
Star College (North Harris Campus) in Texas. She
interviews applicants for the Cornell Alumni Secondary Schools Committee in Houston, enjoys
playing mahjong, and traveling. Barbara missed
the 30th Reunion in 2002 because her husband,
David, had double bypass heart surgery. We hope
that he is doing well. The thing that Barbara remembers most fondly from Cornell is being with
close friends. Ann Fearney Paul works as a biologist for the National Audubon Society in the Florida Coastal Islands Sanctuaries. Her extracurricular
activities include kayaking, bird-watching, boating, and reading. Recently, Ann spent time skiing
in Colorado, taking a cruise to the Amazon River
and Peru, and making a trip to see the mountain
gorillas in Rwanda. She fondly remembers the exciting learning opportunities at Cornell.
Ray DeStefano is a Thoroughbred horse breeder in E. Williston, NY. His daughter Bethany (a
sophomore at Garden City High School) attended
the Cornell Summer College for one week during
the summer of 2008. It was an incredible experience for her. Ray wants to pass along his thanks
for a job well done to Catherine Sutton Penner
’68, Barbara Hopkins, and everyone involved in
creating such an amazing opportunity. Arthur
Fried, JD ’75, is senior vice president and general
counsel for legal and regulatory affairs for Staten
Island U. Hospital. Artie and wife Kym Vanderbilt
are busy raising two children, 14 and 11. He spends

Cornell has been counted among the
top five American colleges having the
most in common with Hogwarts.

’

Dave Ross ’73
its doors before she arrived. Wendy helped restructure the college’s academic program, dramatically
increase enrollment, and secure its financial stability. In honor of her outstanding leadership, she
received the 2007 Athena Award from the Columbia Chamber of Commerce Women’s Network for her
support of women in realizing their full leadership
potential and for contributing to the quality of life
in the community. After holding a leadership position at Cornell, Wendy served as VP for business
affairs and CFO at Furman U. in South Carolina.
Marie Golden Kerr has her own consultancy,
Shamrock Consulting Group, where she is a fraud
consultant to Homeland Security, mostly working
with banks on anti-money laundering issues. She
and husband Glenn have three children, all in college. Marie recently obtained dual citizenship with
Ireland. Her father’s parents were Irish immigrants
from County Mayo, and Ireland grants citizenship
to grandchildren of its “diaspora.” Marie would
like to travel to Ireland, England, and Scotland
for genealogy research. She fondly recalls the glorious autumns in Ithaca and her job at the Statler
where she learned so much about food and people from other countries during her four years of
waitressing. Marie would like to hear from Bill
Park ’69, MBA ’70, and Danelle Molphy Jones.
Send news to: c Alex Barna, ab478@cornell.
edu; Gary Rubin, glrubin@aol.com; or Carol Fein
Ross, hilltop80@aol.com.
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The benefits of being an alum are
exponentially higher now that
Cornell has been counted among
the top five American colleges having the most in
common with Hogwarts by the website applywise.
com. Not surprising, considering that only phantom trains stop in Ithaca anymore, and the campus is rife with ghosts and scary professors with
bizarre powers. I was able to impress a couple of
20-something colleagues by calling their attention to this article, and saw their eyes widen even

honored for her efforts in effecting change in the
entertainment community by promoting job opportunities for minority students and campaigning
for public service announcements to highlight critical social issues. This award has been presented
annually since 1983 to alumni of the College of
Human Ecology. At the Cornell Club to help celebrate were her husband Bruce, their son Larry ’11,
and her sorority sisters Bonnie Wolfman Glasky,
Andrea Paretts Ascher ’74, Paula Smith Avioli,
Carrie Gluckson Gale, and Joan Tompkins Lifson.
Torin Togut (ttogut@uga.edu), who lives in
Lawrenceville, GA, with wife Teresa, writes of his
appointment as adjunct professor at the U. of
Georgia School of Law, teaching special education
law and supervising law students learning to represent low-income families of children with disabilities. Douglas Currey (douglisaj@yahoo.com)
and wife Lisa moved to Avon, CO, once Doug retired after 35 years with the NYS Dept. of Transportation. He spent 30 of those years in New York
City (ten of them working in the World Trade Center) and rose to regional director. The family
moved to Colorado so the three children could attend Christian schools. Doug says he’d like to hear
from “Click,” “Meat,” “Brute,” and George; I sense
that the first three might be in the Alumni Protection Program. Paul Witt (ladwitt@comcast.
net) writes that he and wife Dana decided to do
a week in New York City, where one of the highlights was ordering a plate of spicy duck tongues
at a Taiwanese restaurant. It turns out the trick
to eating duck tongues is not to be surprised by
the small bone lurking in each one. Indeed, Paul
reports it’s like eating squirrel spare ribs. To which
I say: Paul—time to go vegan.
David and Christine Dickieson Pesses (pes
creed@nycap.rr.com) live in Gloversville, NY, when
they’re not traveling. Hosting four AFS students
over the years has earned them invitations to
Ecuador, Turkey, and Brazil. One of their daughters
is now married and living in Brazil, another lives
in Chicago, and a third is in Connecticut. David is
March | April 2010
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a family physician, working at the local hospital;
Chris served on the local board of education for
11 years, is president of the library trustees, and
teaches Hebrew school. She also occasionally performs at the JCC, although she reports that while
she was an alto when singing for the Notables,
allergies have turned her into an unapologetic
baritone. (Chris, if the Notables parts are too
high, we’d welcome you into the Alumni Glee Club
at the next reunion.) They keep in touch with
David’s U-Hall crowd, including Peter Bloch, DVM
’76, Jerry Lupu, Eric Shirley, and Andy and Beth
Simon Swartz. They’d love to find Frank Morra
and other members of the Notables—regardless
of how their voices may have changed.
Leah Bissonette, MS ’76 (Encinitas, CA;
lebissonette@cox.net) consults on wind, solar,
and other renewable energy products. She’s also
been traveling quite a bit, including Athens, Paris,
London, and the Far East. Jeff Corwin and wife
Linda report that Jeff is still busy researching the
regeneration of hearing and balance cells. He recalls fondly his Vertebrates and Mammalian Physiology courses at Cornell (as do we all), and is
passing the torch—teaching new PhDs, medical
students, and residents, who, he notes, seem to
look younger all the time. Carol Worman Nolan
(cspnolan12@gmail.com) is a refugee from the
politics and taxes of Rhode Island, now living in
Allentown, PA, with her mother and re-establishing her biopharmaceutical consulting business.
She’s a volunteer tutor and mentor at the local
high school and fondly remembers Cornell ice
hockey (as do we all).
Bill Chamberlain (Chicago, IL; w-chamber
lain@law.northwestern.edu), a fellow former
Savoyard and Glee Clubber, is assistant dean for
career strategy at Northwestern U. School of Law.
He spent ten days in the Galapagos Islands in May
with partner Howard Heyman. He teaches legal
writing to international lawyers and will be the
faculty advisor for a student-led trip to Russia in
2010. He also appeared as Colonel Pickering in My
Fair Lady last year as well as singing the tenor solos in Haydn’s The Creation. He’d like to hear from
Ed Cerullo, Eric Ebner, and Bill Waltz, and concludes, “Somehow I ended up with a pretty good
life—completely undeserved!” Nonsense, my
friend. This being the alumni news I can say unequivocally that it is all due to your diligent work
at Cornell and therefore richly deserved!
Andy Schatz (West Hartford, CT; andy@andrew
schatz.com) is happily retired from the law after
32 years representing plaintiffs in class actions.
He remains on the boards of the local community access television stations, the American Civil
Liberties Union, Jewish organizations, and youth
baseball. He’s also running—with a friend—a
modest hedge fund that has managed to prosper,
and spends more and more time with wife Barbara at their house on the Connecticut shore.
Son Jeff ’08 is now at Columbia Law School;
daughter Laura is majoring in classical vocal performance at Northwestern. Bob Alter (balter@
sunstonehotels.com) and wife Joni live in Corona
del Mar, CA, where Bob has retired as Sunstone’s
CEO. He’ll be teaching this fall at the Cornell Hotel school. Mark Lester (mcl923@aol.com) lives
with wife Anita in Irving, TX. Peter Greis, ME ’74
(Dayton, OH; peter.greis@ey.com) has returned
to Ernst and Young to lead their IT advisory practice in the north central region.
Your class correspondent appeared as King
Paramount in the Seattle Gilbert & Sullivan Society’s exotic production of Utopia Limited last
86

summer, but the big news is that my wife, Patti
Miller Ross ’72, and I now have a weekend bungalow (circa 1922) on a cold and windswept
beach just outside Seattle, and all of you are
welcome to visit—although I warn you it is neither Corona del Mar nor the Connecticut shore.
It takes a short ferry ride and a half-mile hike to
get there, and it’s close enough to the water that
if the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
is right, it’ll be a houseboat in 20 years. I’m
thinking of becoming a denier.
In the meantime, I’ll match carbon footprints against anyone, even my super-green,
home-brew, recycled-biodiesel neighbors. My
original 2001 Prius (with 114,000 miles on it)
may not exactly smell like the breath of a contented baby, but it beats beer-fried fish and still
gets 43 mpg. c Dave Ross, dave@daveross.com;
Phyllis Grummon, phg3@cornell.edu.
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Your fall News and Dues returns are
just starting to come in as I write
this column in early 2010. If you
haven’t done so yet, send in your News Form from
the annual class mailing, or write us any time of
year at the e-mail addresses below. In May 2009,
Jonathan Kreisberg (Coventry, CT) was appointed
the regional director for the National Labor Relations Board’s regional office in Hartford. He spent
the past 20 years as the regional attorney in the
same office. His formal installation ceremony at
the U. of Connecticut Law School in July was
attended by approximately 100 family, friends, colleagues, and NLRB officials from Washington,
including NLRB Chairman Wilma Liebman and
NLRB General Counsel Ronald Meisberg. Among the
Cornell alumni in attendance were Ursula Haerter
’87, Peter Janus ’67, Rosemary Pye, JD ’74,
Jonathan’s wife Mary Anne Germain ’75, and
their daughter Kara Kreisberg ’05. In his spare
time Jonathan serves as chairman of Coventry’s
Planning & Zoning Commission.
Bertha and Craig Nash, ME ’75’s daughter
Wallis was one of the many talented high school
students who attended the 2009 Cornell Summer
College Program. Wallis enjoyed the Film class.
This program is for high school students who
have completed their sophomore, junior, or senior year and have the academic ability, maturity,
and intellectual curiosity necessary to undertake
college-level work.
I followed up on an e-mail lead from Susan
Niner James, one of my old Founders Hall dormmates and a fellow Apparel Design/Textile major.
One of the courses I teach here at Cazenovia College is Textiles, and I reminisced about us studying until the wee hours for quizzes in textiles from
a textbook by our professor, Evelyn E. Stout (Miss
Stout to us). The book was pretty boring, especially by today’s graphic standards, but I remember us laughing hysterically one night at 3 a.m.
about how shepherds in Greece had observed
lanolin-induced sparks coming off the sheep
(wool) that they were tending. Susan sent this reply: “I do indeed remember the sparking sheep—
thanks for the memories! I have freelanced most
of the time and have very rarely had a ‘real job,’
although I have been prolific lately. I’m probably
the only DEA major who was misguided enough to
pursue a career in crafts (it is a multi-billion dollar industry)—we were supposed to be designing
spacesuits and incontinence aids in DEA. Anyhow,
I still love designing. I have several new papercraft templates coming out for Hot Off the Press;
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they are often demo’ed on the Home Shopping
Network. And I’m finally ‘teching up’—learning all
the vector graphics programs that I should have
learned 10 or 15 years ago. (I’ve been taking
courses at a very cool adult education center—
the City Lit, in central London). I’ve got a Craft
Robo digital cutting plotter machine that cuts
out whatever origami-type design I come up with,
and I’m hoping to sell digital design files over the
Internet.” Son Daniel, 20, is in his second year
(of three) reading history at Clare College, Cambridge. Daughter Leah, 22, is taking art courses
and putting a portfolio together so that she can
apply to art school. Last summer Susan’s husband,
Michael, a lexicographer, participated in the 300th
birthday celebration of dictionary author Dr.
Samuel Johnson. Susan shared that Lisa Chibnik
Kowalsky, also a Textiles major, is now an optometrist and has kids in college.
Michael Sansbury confirmed that he had
served as Executive-in-Residence at the Hotel
school during the 2008-09 academic year. He notes
that this program consists of having alumni and
non-alumni from the hospitality industry reside on
campus and fulfill roles such as guest lecturing;
advising the administration, faculty, and staff; and
mentoring both graduate students and undergrads.
His daughter is enrolled at Auburn U.; having lived
only in Florida and Nevada, she refused to consider any place cold like Ithaca. Proud mother Judi
Friedman Babcock (Bedford, MA) reports that son
Jim Babcock ’08, ME ’08, has been cast in “Beauty and the Geek” (Season 5); his makeover is still
on YouTube. Judi works at the Arbour Counseling
Center (Malden, MA); her after-hours activity is
painting. She’s been having shows at the library,
coffee houses, and local businesses. Visit her website at http://judibabcock.home.comcast.net. As a
result of mergers, acquisitions, and relocations, Jim
Komiak, PhD ’78, is credited with 24 years as an
engineering/scientific fellow while working at General Electric, Martin Marietta, Lockheed Martin, and
his current employer, BAE Systems, which provides
electronics and integrated solutions in Nashua, NH.
In his spare time he has continued to travel, making visits to all 50 states and Western Europe. He
engaged in road racing with a 1984 Porsche 928S
and 2003 BMW M3, and “twice drove the Autobahn
at 260 kph in a 2002 Porsche Carerra 2 Targa”
(That sounds like unofficial road racing to me).
Jim enjoys sporadic contact with Alpha Delta Phi
brothers and notes that his son has earned a BA
from the U. of New Hampshire.
A resident of Hawaii since 1991, Eric Darmstaedter penned a lengthy update on the past 35
years: “Spent six years traveling to Asia working
for multi-national consulting companies and then
with Hawaiian Electric for seven years, mainly in
China and the Philippines. Currently I’m on the executive committee of Hawaiian Angels, who have
invested about $30M in 40 start-up companies in
recent years.” Eric is also the CEO of one of these
companies, ClearFuels Technology Inc., which is
developing cellulosic biomass-to-biofuels technology. Son Eric studies chemical engineering at
Berkeley, while younger son Philip is at Santa
Rosa Community College. They visit every summer
for boogie boarding, snorkeling, and diving. Eric
notes, “More than three weeks from the ocean and
I get the shakes.” He still makes it back East to
host an annual BBQ and Hawaiian luau at his old
New Hampshire farmhouse, an event now spanning
23 years. Regulars include: Walt Howard, ME ’76,
Vern Grabel, Ben Brungraber, Corky Willse, Al
Van Ranst, MBA ’76, Rob Swanson, Bob Cheney,
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It’s deadline time for our March/
April column and the news bag
is pretty empty, so with only a
few months to go until our 35th Reunion, here is
another reminder to please mark your calendars for
June 10-13 to join your friends (and to meet some
new ones) in Ithaca. Reunion is a ton of fun, but
also a lot of work to put together. Please contact
our reunion coordinators Susan Fulton (sfulton@
teamwash.com) and Jeanne Fattori Smith (jmf37@
cornell.edu) if you would like to contribute ideas
and/or help. But most of all, please plan to
attend! Oh, and another reminder: we will be staying in an air-conditioned dorm, with AC in the
headquarters, and both Friday and Saturday dinners will be in venues that have AC!
Also, start to think about whether you would
like to become a class officer for the next five
years! I’m sure that Susan and Jeanne are ready
to take a break from reunion planning. Would you
like to be part of the team that writes the class
column? Are there other ways you’d like to become involved? Please let any of the current class
officers know about your interests.
I read about a couple of classmates in the
Cornell Enterprise, a magazine published by the
Johnson School. Joel Helmrich, MBA ’76 (jbjrh@
aol.com) joined the Pittsburgh office of Dinsmore
& Shohl LLP, a full-service law firm with offices
in nine cities and headquartered in Cincinnati.
He says, “I will continue to represent creditors
in debt sales, asset sales, and Chapter 11s and
7s, as well as out-of-court workouts.” I am sure
that Joel has been very busy of late! Also in the
magazine was Irene Blecker Rosenfeld, PhD ’80,
who is CEO of Kraft Foods Inc. She was featured
in two fall articles: “What You See is What You
Get” in Forbes.com and “Kraft Chief has History
of Success” in the New York Times.
Over Thanksgiving, I went to the Big Red
Hockey match-up at Madison Square Garden between Cornell and BU. Before the game, I had
dinner with Cindy Coulter Harris (cgeorge@sgc
famlaw.com) and husband Jeff, son Dan George,
and daughter Caroline George. Dan works in Washington, DC, and Caroline works in Westchester, NY,
while Cindy and Jeff split their time between Connecticut and Florida. Also joining us for dinner
were Pam Coulter Mason ’76, Bill Lipschutz ’76,
MBA ’83, and Pat Pryse Decker, MAT ‘74, MBA
’77. There was a classes of the ‘70s get-together
before the game as well, where I ran into Charlie and Judy Wesalo Temel. I was able to enjoy
the game with Peter Kaplan ’74 and his wife,
Alison, and daughters Jamie and Wylie. I also ran

into classmate Marsha Walker Morton, MRP ’77,
during the game, who was there with her sons
Kyle ’12 and Jason, a freshman at U. of Vermont.
I spent time with Marsha this fall and she is
studying to start a new career in nursing.
Over the holidays I saw Bob Brennan, MCE ’76
(rtbsb@yahoo.com) and his wife, Claire, sons
Shane and Michael, and daughters Kaitlyn and
Meghan. Bob told me about a holiday party that I
missed, where Rory Sadoff’s son Zach was the visiting Santa Claus for the room and was a big hit!
Deborah Whipple Degan (deb@nhwoolery.
com) writes from Wilton, NH: “I raised, with husband Mike ’70, four wonderful, artistic children—
two future teachers, a musician, and a surveyor
(who is also the father of our two granddaughters).
In 2000 I opened a small yarn shop in Wilton, and
nine years later it is a thriving, busy shop.” Deb
adds that she would like to write a book, put together a collection of her best photographs for
her children, and travel to Russia, Japan, and New
Zealand! “Cornell broadened my horizons and
gave me so many experiences. I would not trade
those years for anything.” Linda Finne (lfinne@
telcordia.com) and husband Roger Story live in
Bridgewater, NJ. Both their sons are Cornellians:
Devon Story ’05, ME ’06, is working for General
Electric, and current student Alec Story ’12 is
double-majoring in Plant Science and Computer
Science and enjoying the marching band.
Steven Werns, MD ’79 (Werns-Steven@Cooper
Health.edu) won’t be thinking about sending his
kids to Cornell for some time! “On December 4,
2008, my wife, Kathy, gave birth to our third child,
Peter. Our twins Nina and Nate started pre-school
this fall.” Kenneth Steele (Cheshire, CT; KSteele@
cox.net) and wife Susan have two children in high
school and middle school; son Benjamin is a senior, and daughter Molly is a 7th grader. And continuing on a positive note, George Grossmann
(George_Grossmann@farmfamily.com) and new
wife Ingrid write from Mt. Sinai, NY, about their
new life together: “Looking to live long to realize
our dreams!” Send your news—and plan to join
us in June! c Deb Gellman, dsgellman@hotmail.
com; Karen DeMarco Boroff, boroffka@shu.edu;
Mitch Frank, mjfgator@gmail.com; Joan Pease,
japease1032@aol.com.
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Hello to all! As I sit down to
write this column, I can’t believe
that I’ve been doing this for 28plus years! I think someone approached me with
the concept at our 5th Reunion and I was snagged.
Time sure does fly!
Arden Handler is a professor at the U. of Illinois School of Public Health. Bill Silberg (Maplewood, NJ) does communications and publishing
consulting. In his free time, Bill competes in halfmarathons to raise money for the Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society. Bruce Crispell (Chevy Chase,
MD) is the director, division of long range planning of Montgomery County Public Schools in
Rockville, MD. He enjoys tennis, photography,
reading, and traveling, along with visiting his son
who is at school in Ann Arbor, MI. William North
(Bunker Hill, WV) is the director of finance for a
substance abuse treatment center. He spends some
of his time singing in two choirs, volunteering
with the Rotary, and riding motorcycles. He fondly remembers “walking through the gauntlet of administration and faculty at graduation.”
Susan Most Armstrong (Weston, CT) works at
Nielsen. She enjoys family, friends, golf, jogging,

swimming, reading, and TV, and fondly remembers
Cornell’s beauty and all of the interesting people
with diverse interests she met. Franklin Bennett
Jr. became deputy general counsel to Stifel, Nicolaus & Co., upon Stifel’s acquisition of Butler, Wick
& Co. Inc. They are located in Youngstown, OH.
He has also begun his 20th year as secretary to
the board of trustees of Youngstown State U. Recently he has been completing his master gardener
training. Alice Mascette is a physician—chief,
heart failure and arrhythmias branch at the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Inst. of the NIH.
Alice reports that she was married on Valentine’s
Day 2009 to James “Coby” Leyden IV (Wesleyan
’67). Rachel Simon Rothblatt and Gary ’75 and
Dale Brodsky Bernstein were in attendance.
Debra Hertz writes from Massachusetts,
where she works at Verite, an international labor
rights NGO. Daughter Laura Hertz Southerland
’06 graduated from ILR, and daughter Erica Hertz
Southerland ’10 is in CALS. Jack Bramkamp (San
Dimas, CA) is a territory manager at Crop Production Services, the largest agricultural chemical
distributor in the US. Jack often travels for work
to Central and Northern California. He spends free
time with some minor house remodeling and traveling with his wife to bed and breakfast locations
all over Southern California. He has children Amber, 22, Megan, 19, and Kelly, 12. Per Ostman
and wife Susan announce the marriage of their
son Per Ostman ’04 to Kathryn Thomas ’05 on
June 20, ’09 on Skaket Beach, Orleans, MA, on
Cape Cod. Alumni in attendance included bridesmaids Kelley Hess ’05 and Ann Hubert ’05, who
were Cornell women’s soccer teammates of the
bride, and groomsmen Chris Bender ’04, Kevin
Barnes ’04, Mark Harrison ’04, and John Lipiros
’04, fellow oarsmen with the groom on the Cornell heavyweight crew. The Class of ’76 was represented by Per’s “uncles” and fellow ATO brothers
Andy O’Neill and Al “Jeep” Trefts.
Robert Hellman and Laurey Mogil’s daughter
Allison Hellman was one of the many talented high
school students who attended the 2009 Cornell U.
Summer College Program. Summer College, as you
may be aware, offers courses to high school students who have completed their sophomore, junior, or senior year and have the academic ability,
maturity, and intellectual curiosity necessary to undertake college-level work. You can visit their website at http://www.summercollege.cornell.edu/.
Jim Sollecito has a six-acre garden center
and landscaping business in Syracuse, NY: Sollecito
Landscaping Nursery LLC—naturally. Jim writes
that he was joined in the Florida Keys by Lambda

March | April 2010

Class Notes

and Dana Williams, with occasional appearances
by Chip Conradi, Dan O’Connell, Jim Spelman
’73, Joe Kowalik, and many others (including
“brave wives”). Closer to home, he’s also joined
Jeff Hayes and Craig Champion for a beer or two
on trips to San Francisco.
The weekend before Thanksgiving I bumped
into Susan Hardesty (Rowayton, CT) in our only
Cazenovia grocery store, as she shopped for holiday meal fixings with her mother and siblings.
Susan enjoys her work as art gallery director at
Norwalk Community College in Norwalk, CT. She and
Lucy Babcox Morris have planned a trip out to see
Olga Mohan in Manhattan Beach in January.
Please help launch the new decade with a deluge
of news and photos to: c Betsy Moore, emoore@
cazenovia.edu; Jack Wind, jjw@mhwlawfirm.com;
and Helen Bendix, hbendix@verizon.net.
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Chi Alpha fraternity brother Ron Samascott, who
rode in on his 1200cc BMW motorcycle (silver,
matching his hair) from his 1,000-acre fruit farm
in Kinderhook, NY. They had done a similar trip
during their senior year and finally found the time
to reconnect to their past, albeit while consuming far less of a chilled golden beverage. Jim then
headed to Panama to meet his fraternity brother
Phil Sollecito ’74 from Seattle for some bill fishing on the fly rod. Jim’s oldest daughter, Hannah
’11, is a Hunter Rawlings Research Scholar in CALS.
Her room coincidentally overlooks Cascadilla Gorge
and she has a clear view of the Lambda Chi Alpha
house, famous for the cantilevered gazebo.
Michael Sadofsky (Jeffersonville, IN) writes
that he is a senior VP and chief marketing officer
at Republic Bank, a $3.3 billion community bank

‘

competition and college recruiting activities. It’s
amazing how much time, energy, travel, etc., youth
club athletics can consume. Vanessa DuenasWolfson can attest to this, as I often ran into her
around the country at soccer tournaments and regional competitions. I now bump into Vanessa
when she is at Cornell watching her son Will Wolfson ’11 play soccer for the Big Red. About two
years ago I joined a team starting up a company
to build small combined heat and power plants
that use renewable biomass fuel and are based on
technology that is operational in Europe but not
in North America. I am fortunate to be able to
work with Dave Hunter on this and other energy
initiatives. Oldest daughter Jenny ’11 is in Biomedical Engineering. My youngest, Jackie, is a
freshman at Penn State playing for the women’s

I remember walking through the
gauntlet of administration and
faculty at graduation.

’

headquartered in Louisville, KY. Michael is on the
executive board of the Kentucky Derby Festival and
board member emeritus of Dare to Care Food Bank.
He spends free time playing golf, practicing photography, and traveling with grandkids Mia, 4,
and Molly, 3. He fondly remembers Mike French,
MPS ’78, using his dorm-room door at Donlon for
lacrosse practice. Charles Stoopack (Carlsbad, CA)
is retired and growing roses. He spends his time
traveling, skiing, going to the beach, and enjoying the California lifestyle. Mitchell Stern wrote
a few months ago that he just spent a great weekend at the Final Four in Detroit with Nate Peck,
MBA ’78, Jim Ricciuti, and Tim Cox. Cameron
Munter is a US diplomat, now at the American
Embassy in Baghdad, having recently been the
ambassador in Belgrade. As to what he has been
doing lately: “Trying to deal with Serbs and Iraqis.
Also met last summer with Andy Lauterback,
Howard Brown, Roger Lowenstein, and Hank
Steingass.” He fondly remembers Cornell for sleeping and reading Hegel. Alain Bertrand lives in
Switzerland, where he is a consultant, trainer, and
coach. That’s all the news for now. Please stay in
touch! c Karen Krinsky Sussman, Krinsk54@
gmail.com (new email address); Pat Relf Hanavan,
Relf@tds.net; Lisa Diamant, Ljdiamant@rcn.com.
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Our cup runneth over with news—
thank you! The Pacific Northwest
is in the grip of a cold snap as I
write this, and I hope it has thawed out by March.
First off, Jean Sheng has teamed up with
Klara Ng ’99 to help plan the first Cornell Asian
Alumni Association (CAAA) reunion, scheduled for
June 11-13, 2010. All Asian alumni/ae, family,
and friends are welcome. See the CAAA website,
http://caaa.alumni.cornell.edu, for more information. Save the date!
John Molinda (jmolinda@aol.com) wrote:
“After selling an interest in an energy company
back in 2004, I spent a couple of years in quasiretirement catching up on sleep, fun, and friends,
as well as following my daughters in their athletic
88
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soccer team. Wife Gail and I spend a good bit of
time traveling to watch Jackie play soccer around
the Big 10 and to visit Jenny at Cornell. I jump
on any excuse I can find to get back!”
Ruth Raisfeld (Scarsdale, NY; rdradr@opt
online.net) has been selected to the College of
Labor and Employment Lawyers and was to be inducted as a fellow in November 2009. She was
also named as a New York Super Lawyer in the
category of Alternative Dispute Resolution. Ruth’s
daughter, Sarah Benowich ’13, is in the ILR
school. Film producer Elizabeth Karr (karrpark@
aol.com) writes with news about her work: “We
just locked picture on a Philip K. Dick feature
film, Radio Free Albemuth, with director John
Alan Simon. Release scheduled for 2010. Also developed original screenplay, Thanksgiving, with
British writer Emer Gillespie.” Elizabeth is also an
actress; she played Laura Delano (Roosevelt’s socialite cousin) in Bernard Weinraub’s The Accomplices, about Peter Bergson, who tried to sound
the alarm in America about what Hitler was doing to the Jews in 1941. The show ran for 80
sold-out performances at Fountain Theatre and
Odyssey Theatre in Los Angeles. Elizabeth has also
had TV guest roles on “House,” “ER,” and “The
Women’s Murder Club,” among others. Check out
her website at www.elizabethkarr.com.
Bill Utic (wau1@pge.com) has been elected
finance council chairman for the Roman Catholic
diocese of Oakland, CA. Bill has completed eight
years as co-chair for the construction of the Cathedral of Christ the Light in Oakland, which has won
numerous awards including the 2009 National
Award of Honor from the American Inst. of Architects. Bill is married to Dr. Dianne Martin and is
real estate strategy principal for San Franciscobased Pacific Gas and Electric. Bill and Dianne
traveled to Plano, TX, in September to attend the
wedding of the daughter of Chip ’78 and Patty
Alber Brueckman ’81. In Livermore, CA, Renee
Lau (RCLJAG@pacbell.net) is still “gainfully employed” at AT&T. Renee also volunteers for a diverse array of organizations such as the Boy Scouts,
Girl Scouts, local schools, and cultural activities.
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Renee would enjoy hearing from Willett Pang.
She writes: “I particularly enjoy living, working,
and gardening in California. The challenge is balancing career and family life.” Renee, that’s a
balancing act for all of us, for sure!
ILR grad Jim Matthews (Jmatthewslaw@
aol.com) writes: “I’m working hard as a municipal attorney—as a village attorney for Northport,
NY, where I live, and as a town attorney for Huntington, NY, where I also live. Both are in Suffolk
County on Long Island. I also have a busy private
practice. My wife, Patricia (Notre Dame ’83), also
an attorney, decided to leave the practice of law
and is now finishing up a double master’s degree
in literacy so she can become a reading teacher
in an elementary school. (Maybe we both should
have become teachers right out of college!)” Jim
reports that he and Patricia have active children:
Kelsey, 15, who among other things loves to ride
horses; Julianne, 12, a great soccer player who
was coached by her dad; and Christopher Aidar,
7, whom his father believes will be an outstanding athlete. All three have been to Notre Dame
for a reunion; Jim says he has to get them to
Cornell. He requests that any old friends reading
this please give him a call.
Drew Nieporent (nieporent@gmail.com) runs
Myriad Restaurant Group. Myriad owns a number
of well-known restaurants (like TriBeCa Grill and
Nobu) all over the world. A man of few words,
Drew writes that he opened the restaurant Corton
in Tribeca, to “three New York Times stars and two
Michelin stars.” Also in the hospitality industry,
John Longstreet II (Plano, TX; jhlongstreet@
gmail.com) is the president of Hospitality Leaders
Group LLC. Mary John Miller has been nominated
by President Barack Obama to serve as assistant
treasury secretary for financial markets. Mary is
vice president of the investment management firm
T. Rowe Price, where she is also director of the
fixed income division. Stephen Yale-Loehr, JD ’81
(Ithaca, NY; swy1@cornell.edu) teaches immigration law as an adjunct professor at the Cornell Law
School. Stephen is of counsel at Miller Mayer LLP
and the co-author of “Immigration Law and Procedure.” He testified last summer before the Senate Judiciary Committee on immigration issues.
Bonnie Pauska (Holmdel, NJ; clcbonila@
rocketmail.com) returned to graduate school at
the Bank Street College of Education in New York,
where she is in the Leadership in Early Childhood
program. Bonnie writes that she is enjoying the
student experience “so far.” She adds, “I continue to use my Cornell education in my career as
director of an early childhood and primary school.”
Bonnie and husband Donald Passman celebrated
their first wedding anniversary; their first twelve
months of marriage included a trip to Italy, on
which they visited Rome. Fred Stellato moved
from Modesto, CA, to Eldred, NY, in April 2009.
Fred is semi-retired and still enjoys his floral work.
He writes that he has been preparing his property to grow flowers and vegetables.
Linda Norris (Treadwell, NY; linda@riverhill
partners.com) spent four months in the spring of
2009 as a Fulbright Scholar teaching museum studies and working with museums all over the country. Linda will return for another four months in
2010. She and husband Drew Harty spent the holidays visiting their daughter Anna, who is spending her junior year at the Glasgow School of Art.
Linda has a museum blog at http://uncataloged
museum.blogspot.com.
Thank you all so much for your news. If
yours didn’t appear in this issue, it will appear in
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It’s been interesting to see the
focus of our columns shift over
the years to the next generation,
with many of us no longer writing in about our
own exploits and achievements, but those of our
children, students, or protégés. For example,
Steven Kessler, JD ’82, shares some exciting news
about his oldest daughter, Rachel, who was
selected as one of 12 girls to represent the US in
the 18th World Maccabiah games in Israel last
summer. With more than 9,000 athletes from 64
countries, the 2009 games were the second largest
international sports competition behind the
Olympics. At 14, Rachel was the youngest member
of the swim team as well as the youngest competitor in the entire Open Swimming competition.
Despite swimming against women up to seven
years her senior, she took home four medals—two
silver and two bronze—in four events! It was an
incredible performance and an amazing experience
for the entire family. Congratulations, Rachel. We’ll
be watching for you in London in 2012.
Over the summer, Randall Nixon hosted another Cornell Freshmen Send-off at his farm with
the Cornell Club of Maryland. He especially enjoyed seeing some of the students he interviewed
as a member of the Cornell Alumni Admissions
Ambassadors Network (CAAAN), and meeting their
very proud families. Now in his 25th year interviewing prospective students, as well as chairing
the committee in Howard County, MD, Randall estimates having interviewed more than 300 applicants in his “career” as an alumnus.
He also attended reunion again last June,
this time under the auspices of the Cornell Black
Alumni Association (CBAA), noting the poignancy of the occasion in light of the commemoration
of the Willard Straight takeover in 1969. “It was
both a somber reflection of those tumultuous
times and a celebration of how far Cornell has
come in embracing the vision of Ezra Cornell and
Andrew Dickson White of true egalitarian excellence,” he wrote. Although he misses being on
the Hill, Randall does get to relive his Cornell experience through his son Blair ’11 (Hotel), the
chapter president at Zeta Beta Tau fraternity.
Randall’s daughter also hopes to be a Cornellian,
so he looks forward to staying connected.
Bryant Soohoo, the son of Dennis Soohoo
’77, BFA ’78, and Lilian Tang-Soohoo, was one
of the many talented high school students who
attended the 2009 Cornell University Summer
College Program. Summer College offers high
school students who have completed their sophomore, junior, or senior year and have the requisite academic ability, maturity, and intellectual
curiosity to undertake college-level work. You can
learn more about this and other programs at
http://www.summercollege.cornell.edu/.
Larry Skoczylas’s family did its own version of
European Vacation over spring break last year, visiting friends in Belgium and traveling to France and
Holland. The air in Amsterdam, he says, reminded
him of “Libe Slope during the spring rock concert.” Larry’s son Tom, 17, is spending his junior

year of high school as a Rotary Int’l exchange
student in Turkuu, Finland. An oral and maxillofacial surgeon in Midland, MI, Larry reports that
life is just the way he likes it. His favorite Cornell
memories include Psi Upsilon and varsity football.
Cornell sweethearts Mick (HumEc) and Pam Marrone Rogers (Ag) celebrated their 31st anniversary. A licensed clinical social worker, Mick earned
his certificate as an advanced clinical supervisor
from Smith College’s School for Social Work. The
program is strongly psychodynamic, including
drive theory, ego psychology, object relations, and
relational therapy. Mick is the manager and clinical director of Sacramento’s Child Guidance Clinic: Sutter Counseling Center. In the interim, he
serves as the manager of psychotherapy services
at Sutter Health’s Psychiatric Hospital.
Karen Perkins Probst is taking over the perennial mail order business started by her former husband, Darrell Probst. Garden Vision Epimediums
features the country’s largest selection of Epimediums, an easy to grow Asian shade perennial. Karen
bought an antique Cape Cod on the common in
the small New England town of Phillipston and is
enjoying working at home, creating gardens around
her house, and learning how to maintain an older home. She has also become very involved in her
small, rural community, which in turn has welcomed
her with open arms. She is on the board of trustees
for the library and the Open Space and Community Preservation committees, and volunteers to
plant and maintain several town planting beds. A
Yorkshire terrier and a cat keep her company.
Sheila Mapes (HumEc) is moving to Bangalore, India, for two years with husband Leigh English ’76 (Ag), who is on temporary assignment with
Monsanto Co. Sheila will continue working longdistance as an adjunct instructor at St. Louis Community College, while their children stay in college
in the US. Kate, 21, is at UC Santa Cruz and Ian,
19, at Florida Atlantic U., Boca Raton. Each plans
a visit abroad—fellow alums are also invited!
Please keep your classmates informed by
sending news to me or Cindy. Happy spring! c
Ilene Shub Lefland, ilefland@snet.net; Cindy
Fuller, cjfuller@mindspring.com.
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The snow has been falling
steadily all day in central Pennsylvania as I write this update. I
hope that by the time you read this column, winter will have loosened its grip wherever you live,
or that you are able to escape it at least for a little while. Setting an example of just how to do
this, Jeff Berg, MBA ’81 (jeffreyfberg@aol.com)
and wife Debra Paget have become snowbirds in
Scottsdale, AZ. They purchased a vacation home
in the Desert Highlands community and hope to
have classmates visit them from November to
April. Before leaving the Northeast, the Berg family attended Red Hot Hockey II at MSG over
Thanksgiving weekend. The Cornell Big Red played
the Boston U. Terriers to a 3-3 tie before a soldout crowd. The Bergs joined more than 100 other
members of the classes of 1978-81 in attendance
at a pre-game dinner at Heartland Brewery.
Also living in Scottsdale, Dean Burrell (dbur
rell@republicservices.com) writes that he was promoted to vice president of labor relations of Republic Services, the second largest domestic waste
services company there. Dean was elected president
of the ILR Alumni Association in 2009 and also
serves as president of the Alpha Chapter (Cornell)
Alumni Association of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity

Inc., which returned to campus in fall ’08. He is
also excited to report that on a good day his golf
score is finally in the 90s. If you are looking for a
tropical escape, Robert De Graaff (rdg_albatross@
yahoo.com) invites you to book a trip with his
travel agency in Phuket, Thailand. Robert is the
general manager of Albatross Lufthansa City Center travel agency, located 100 meters from the
beach. He looks forward to welcoming Cornellians
anytime and offers us a 15 percent discount.
Hall Hutchison (hall@pantherproductions.biz)
writes that it is hard to imagine Ithaca winters,
now that he has been out in California for 28 years.
He lives with wife Deborah in Santa Barbara, where
he works with Brainstorm America. They provide
real-time, 3-D graphics solutions for broadcast and
feature film production. On the broadcast side they
provide fully immersive 3-D virtual sets utilizing
camera tracking and green screen technology (used
in the NBC election coverage 2008 with Chuck Todd
and Ann Curry and the Tennis Channel’s coverage
of the US Open from their L.A. studio). On the film
side they provide practical, on-set compositing in
real time. This allows film crews the ability to see
what computer-generated effects they will be filming, both foreground and background on a blue or
green screen stage using the same dollies, cranes,
and heads that they use for shooting non-visual
effects shots. Past projects include Speed Racer, XMen Origins: Wolverine, and the upcoming Alice in
Wonderland directed by Tim Burton. Hall’s wife is
the founder/CEO of Gutsy Gals Inspire Me (http://
www.gutsygalsinspireme.com/index.html), an inspirational media company that honors women of
the past and showcases women of the present.
The goal of the company is to provide positive
female role models to children and adults.
Recently transplanted to California from Potomac, MD, Cindy Estis Green (cme25@cornell.
edu) is living temporarily in Berkeley. Her husband,
who works for the National Institutes of Health,
is doing a sabbatical at Lawrence Berkeley Labs,
which is affiliated with UC Berkeley. Their oldest
child started as a freshman in the Hotel school as
they took off for San Francisco. The two youngest
children are in school in Berkeley in the 8th and
10th grade for this school year. Cindy has enjoyed
exploring Northern California and had the good
fortune of reconnecting with Catherine Gobel
Farrell, a Kappa sister living in the Bay Area.
Jackie Lutz Geiger (Palos Verdes, CA; jgeiger3@
cox.net) roomed with Cindy at reunion in June
and enjoyed seeing many old friends and meeting
their families. Jackie’s family consists of husband
Greg ’82 (Engineering), daughter Valerie, and son
Grant. Valerie is a junior in high school and is
considering applying to Cornell next year. Grant
is in 7th grade and keeps busy playing football
and lacrosse. The family’s hobbies include flying,
dirt-biking, skiing, tennis, and surfing. She would
love to see old friends if they are in the area. During a visit with Tom Hallinan ’77, they had fun
using the Internet to track down Andy Hayas ’76.
Mike Weill missed the 30th Reunion due to a conflict with a mission trip to Costa Rica. Even though
he couldn’t make it to Ithaca, his son Patrick attended the 2009 Cornell Summer College Program,
having a wonderful experience and reminding
them how glorious Ithaca can be in summertime.
The spring of 2009 was a very busy time for
Fern Chin Murtagh (fern@cs.williams.edu) and
husband Tom, PhD ’83. On Mother’s Day, Joe
Biden wished her a Happy Mother’s Day, along
with the thousands of mothers who were at the
Syracuse U. graduation. Fern’s youngest, Heather,
March | April 2010
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a future issue. Please don’t stop sending! For those
who haven’t shared any news with us lately, your
class correspondents would love to hear from you!
You can e-mail us directly, use snail mail, or go
to the Class of 1977 website (http://classof77.
alumni.cornell.edu/Website3/index.html) to provide information. c Annette Mulee, annette@
mulee.com; Howie Eisen, heisen@drexelmed.edu.
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completed a degree in architecture from Syracuse
and three weeks later her eldest daughter, Lindsey, graduated from Harvard with both her JD and
a master’s of public health. Three weeks after that,
family and friends gathered in their backyard in
Williamstown, MA, as her middle daughter, Shannon, was married to Jonathan Schwarz. Shannon
and Jonathan are 2006 Yale grads. The Murtaghs
are now truly empty-nesters, with daughters spread
out in NYC, Boston, and Seattle. They spent the fall
settling back into their jobs, Fern as a special education preschool teacher and Tom as a professor
at Williams College. Fern and Tom spent Halloween
with Doug Cohn, DVM ’85, who graduated with Fern
from elementary, middle, and high school—at Cornell, their educational paths diverged slightly when
Fern graduated from Human Ecology while Doug
earned degrees from CALS and the Vet college.
Jeff Jacobson (Sudbury, MA; jeffjacobson28@
hotmail.com) is a principal with Foss and Co.,
where he brokers the sale of state and federal tax
credit incentives to Fortune 500 corporations. His
son Jordan, a junior at Wake Forest, spent the fall
semester in London, and son Connor is a junior in
high school. Jeff is in touch with John Walter,
Matthew Baxter, and John Michalakis. Laura
Jensen (Washington, DC; lajfll@aol.com) is the
extramural program office manager in the Division
of Behavioral and Social Research in the National Inst. on Aging (NIA) at the National Institutes
of Health (NIH). She works directly for the director and deputy director of the Division and serves
as a liaison with all NIH and NIA organizations.
Her children are now grown adults: Jessica, 28,
works as a branch manager with TD Bank in Massachusetts; Katy, 28, is with Lenovo in Raleigh,
NC, doing inside sales; and JJ (Joseph Jensen) is
completing his undergraduate studies in business
management at Appalachian State U. in Boone, NC.
It’s always fun to keep in touch with classmates and report interesting news. Send us an email and let us know what’s going on in your life
and who you’d like to catch up with. You can write
us at classof79@cornell.edu, or directly at: c
Kathy Zappia Gould, rdgould@comcast.net; Cynthia Ahlgren Shea, cynthiashea@hotmail.com;
and Linda Moses, mosesgurevitch@aol.com.
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Remember how you felt when
the world was new? You were 22.
You thought you were a grownup, but you weren’t that far beyond unicorns and
Santa Claus and reaching up to feel your dad’s face
right after he shaved. At 22 you were a Cornell
graduate and you had all the answers. Well, that was
30 years ago. You have socks that are 22 years old.
Answers? Ha! It’s a downhill slide from here, but
you can relive those halcyon days of yore—maybe
not the unicorns, but the stuff that came after: the
chimes, the dorms, the beer, Cayuga’s Waiters, and
that sickly thrill you get when you see your unrequited secret love-monkey crossing the Quad with
another. The love-monkey will be 40 pounds heavier and married to a chimp from Syosset, but still,
it’s Reunion at Cornell! It’s not too late to sign up!
If your stocks tanked and the kid’s tuition bills
are due, you don’t have to shell out for the whole
schmear, as there will be an à la carte option this
year. Remember, you won’t be able to do this much
longer—we’re not going to live forever. Splurge.
Eat a peach. Gather ye rosebuds while ye may.
Our class reunion chairs Jodi Diehl Nestle and
Nancy MacIntyre Hollinshead promise spectacular
events and goodies, possibly involving dancing
90

bears and the juggling of flaming squirrels by gymnasts in skimpy clothing. Also, for those of you
who remember the last reunion, during which the
temperature in Ithaca approached 694 degrees,
Jodi says we’re finally old enough to get rooms
with air-conditioning. You owe it to yourself to attend your 30th Reunion, June 10-13, 2010. Do not
go softly into that good night, blah blah blah.
Hal Ginsburg writes that he is the managing
partner of Clovis Point, a boutique winery on the
North Fork of Long Island. Check out the selection at www.clovispointwines.com. Candy Crocker Warren reports that her son was married last
May. The newlyweds are soldiers. Sgt. Daniel Warren is serving as a combat medic with the 102nd
Infantry Regiment of the Connecticut National
Guard in Afghanistan. His wife, Sgt. Bianca Gagne,
is serving in Iraq.
Several classmates’ progeny attended Cornell
Summer College (http://www.summercollege.cornell.
edu/), a program that allows high school students
to take college classes. Attending the business
program were Samuel Cappell, son of Kenneth and
Marcie Besdine Cappell, and Shaina Himelstein,
daughter of Sterra and Steven Himelstein. Perry
Davidoff, son of Drs. Ravin and Annette KriegelDavidoff, and Sarah Estabrook, daughter of Lisa
and Jeffrey Estabrook, JD ’83, enjoyed the Freedom and Justice program. Andrew Scheinman, son
of Steven and Suzanne Scheinman, immersed
himself in the Architecture program.
Will Dickerson, PhD ’92, and his wife have
been living in Budapest since 1993. The kids are
grown and gone. Their married daughter teaches
grade school in Nashville, and their son is in
Philadelphia, but wants to return to Hungary. Will
reports that there is now a Cornell Club chapter in
Budapest, and he looks forward to club activities.
Thomas Stopyra and his wife, Vera, live in Ft.
Pierce, FL, where he is a crop advisor in the citrus industry. He spoke at the 31st annual Citrus
Expo in São Paulo, Brazil. He keeps in touch with
Juan Vega, MS ’82, and would like to hear from
Jim Aesch. Bradford Zak started a destination
hotel company called Harmony Project. The company has facilities in Tanzania and Costa Rica and
will soon expand to Bhutan, China, and India. The
company hopes to appeal to thoughtful travelers
looking for unusual experiences in grand locales.
Ruth Bader Ginsburg ’54 will not be attending our 30th Reunion, but you should! You will
receive a mailing inviting you to sign up. Alternately, you can sign up online (get the kids to
help). Soon there will be a link to the Class of ’80
reunion site on the university’s reunion site:
http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/reunion/index.cfm.
You don’t want to miss this one. If you’ve been to
a reunion, you know about the non-stop, boffo
thrill of it all. If you’ve never been, you should
know this: it’s the most fun you can have, legally, while conscious. Don’t waste another minute—
mark June 10-13, 2010, on your calendar. It’s your
30th college reunion, for crying out loud.
Mark Eisenberg and his wife, Louise Pilote,
took their five children to Israel for a year. The
doctors were on sabbatical from their positions
as professors at McGill U. in Montreal. Dr. Pilote
was studying genetic epidemiology. Mark wrote a
paper on the obesity epidemic. He states, “I also
wrote a book entitled The Physician-Scientist’s Career Guide, which distills all the secrets I’ve
learned over the past decade and a half at McGill
with respect to grant writing, paper writing, navigating the promotions process, and how to balance a career involving research and clinical
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medicine.” He describes the family’s time in Israel as rewarding and “out of our comfort zone”
due to the tension that defines the modern Middle East. The children, all under 12 at the time,
became fluent in Hebrew and achieved awareness
of the world outside of North America.
I talked to Don Wierbilis and wife Donna
MacLauchlan ’81. Donzo still travels frequently as
an executive with Hewlett-Packard. Donna is teaching while working toward a PhD in education. Their
daughter Elena is in college, while son Tom is finishing high school. They live in Ft. Collins, CO. I
saw Bob “Monti” Montione. He and his wife are
raising their two kids in Schoharie, NY. Every November I attend a retreat with him and a few other guys in the woods not too far from Ithaca. This
year the rustic cabin sported a brand-new woodfired sauna, but Monti couldn’t enjoy it because
he missed the old sweat lodge. A sweat lodge, for
the uninitiated, is tarps or skins stretched over
bent saplings in a tent-like fashion. Red hot rocks
are placed in a pit within. Participants gather
around the pit under the tarp. Water drizzled over
the rocks produces steam and sweat ensues. While
steam is healing and therapeutic, standing barefoot and mostly naked in the freezing mud with
condensation dripping onto you is an acquired
taste, and I’m starting to rethink Monti’s place in
civilized society. Perhaps his cross-country running depleted too much oxygen.
Did I mention reunion? Our 30th Reunion is
coming up. We’ll have a function in the Herbert F.
Johnson Museum of Art. We’ll be staying in a North
Campus high-rise. We’ll be coddled by undergraduates, faculty, and staff alike, because as middleaged captains of industry, lions of academe, and
all-around belles of the ball, we no longer remotely resemble the irresponsible, pimply, frizzyhaired goobers we were in the ’70s. So come back
to campus, if for no other reason than to see your
old dorm-mates without their platform shoes and
hair parted in the middle. c Dik Saalfeld, rfs25
@ cornell.edu; Timothy O’Connor, tvo2 @ cornell.
edu; Dana Jerrard, dej24 @ cornell.edu; Cynthia
Addonizio-Bianco, caa28 @ cornell.edu; Leona
Barsky, Leonabarsky @ aol.com.
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Hard to believe that in less than one
year, we will be making our reservations for our 30th Reunion. Where
does the time go? Thanks to those who responded
to our last plea for news, which was fruitful.
Congrats to Ruth Dean (ruth_dean@yahoo.
com), who celebrated her 50th last February and is
counting her blessings after successful breast cancer treatment. She volunteers at a NYC hospital and
is switching careers to healthcare and education.
She says she looks and feels 39 again! The John
Hartman family (jthartman@aol.com), still on their
mission to tour all 50 state capitals, is loving life
in Atlanta. John and his wife and three daughters
were extras in The Blind Side with Sandra Bullock
and Tim McGraw, and also did the football scenes
for fun. Bradford Goldense, MBA ’81, reports that
he retired in 2008 after 19 years of teaching
product development in the graduate engineering
program at the Gordon Inst. of Tufts U. Now he
delves into the area of intellectual property.
This past autumn Bob Zeidman (Cupertino,
CA) and wife Carrie traveled to Berlin to celebrate
the 20th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall.
They visited as part of a delegation from the Reagan Legacy Foundation led by Michael Reagan, son
of Ronald Reagan. Bob’s wife turned a photo of
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with union, pro-immigrant, and anti-war organizing. He would love to hear from former classmates.
A year ago, Frank Folino (New Orleans; franjkfo@
aol.com) joined the Franciscan Missionaries of Our
Lady Health System, the largest health system in
the State of Louisiana. He oversees a health clinic with functions similar to an office practice and
urgent care facility and as CEO of the Parish Hospital Service District is working to finance, design,
and build a 40-bed hospital. The community of
70,000 people was completely destroyed by flooding from Hurricane Katrina and had to rebuild all
infrastructure. The hospital is one of the most important initiatives in the rebuilding process. Target opening date is September 2011. Frank’s
daughter Erica is a senior at the U. of Louisiana,
Lafayette, majoring in hospitality management.
In July 2008 Gabe Diaz-Saavedra began
working for Koopert Biological Systems Inc. as
their technical sales rep selling bumblebees and
biological insect controls in Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and Texas. Gabe resides in

‘

20 years since the club opened its doors on 44th
St. It was great to see so many loyal Cornellians,
including Alice Katz Berglas ’66, who hosted the
event, Robert Katz ’69, Scott Pesner ’87, Gligor
“G” Tashkovich ’87, MBA ’91, and Lara Chrisomalis Pangburn ’02, among others.”
Coolest Hobby Award: Coming in fifth in the
Gold Medal race in the T-6 class (http://www.
racingt-6.org/PilotsPlanes/37/crew.htm) at the
2009 National Reno Air Races was John Zayac,
CEO of IBG Business Services of Greenwood Village, CO. IBG is one of the leading merger and acquisition advisory firms in the US.
As president of a “boutique law firm of trial
lawyers” in San Juan, PR, Heriberto Burgos has
“challenged the constitutionality of municipal taxes under the Federal Telecommunications Act on
behalf of a satellite TV company.” After hours, he
spends time wine tasting, and he fondly remembers face time at the ILC at North Campus. Thomas
Soriano writes that his divorce is now finalized. “I
was able to keep my house in Vermont, across from
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Bob standing on the wall 20 years ago into a digital painting, which was chosen by the Foundation
as the centerpiece of their celebration. The piece
is on permanent display in the Reagan Room of
the Museum at Checkpoint Charlie, a museum dedicated to celebrating the people who escaped from
communism to freedom and those who tried but
failed. View it at www.CarrieZeidman.com. Howard
Homonoff (Tenafly, NJ) is a management consultant in entertainment, media, and communications
at PricewaterhouseCoopers in Manhattan. He celebrated his older daughter’s bat mitzvah, at which
Joan Kleinman was in attendance. Meanwhile,
Scot Martin, MBA ’83, spent ten days in Toscana
and Umbria, Italy—one of his favorite places on
earth—where he’d love to own a small winery. His
next trip is to the Vancouver 2010 Olympics. Scot
raises money for Canada’s Olympic athletes and enjoys watching some of those he’s helped compete,
as he did in summer 2008 in Beijing, along with
Brenda Condon.
Rhonda Brauer is senior managing director of
corporate governance at Georgeson, a NYC-based
proxy solicitation firm. Rhonda, whose family includes husband Greg Holch and kids Jillian, 15, and
Justin, 12, went to opening day at the new Yankee Stadium and learned to scull over the past five
years at Black Bear Sculling Camp. She would love
to hear from fellow 1979-81 Watermargin residents at rbrauer@georgeson.com. Susan BerkoConde is owner of E.M. Berko Archive/Susan
Berko-Conde Gallery on West 23rd St. in NYC
(Susanberko@hotmail.com; www.susanberkoconde
gallery.com). Susan enjoys swimming, singing in a
choral group, and school fundraising for Daniel, 17,
Isabel, 15, and Elena, 13. She is writing her third
book, a compilation of poetry to be published in
two languages in France. Fond memories of Ithaca include snow in May, mint chocolate chip ice
cream, midnight walks home from Olin Library, allnighters in Balch Hall lounges, and the natural
beauty of the Cornell campus. She’d love to hear
from old friends in the Day Hall Office of Information, Colleen Rohan Curro, and NROTC friends.
Mary Cusano Amsterdam lives in Mountain
Lakes, NJ, with husband Adam (Penn ’82) and
children Sophie, 10, and Sam, 9. She no longer
practices law, but volunteers regularly and runs
Amsterdam Chocolates (www.amsterdamchocolates.
com). Both of her kids have nut allergies; she
started making chocolate for them and the next
thing she knew she was in business! Business is
mostly local, but she hopes to expand in the future. Mary keeps in touch with Jim and Rary Dowling Gibson and saw them in NYC this past summer.
She looks forward to our reunion next year and
until then will keep her Cornell memories warm by
wearing the new Cornell Tartan scarf this winter.
Miriam Rogers, MBA ’88, is a global marketing
leader for Johnson & Johnson Pharmaceuticals in
Horsham, PA. She loves living in Princeton and
enjoys regular trips to NYC or Philly. Renee Miller
Mizia (R.mizia@verizon.net) is vice president,
chemical, oil, and gas litigation for Charles River
Associates in Massachusetts. She and husband John
have enjoyed visiting their children at college: CALS
grad Alyse ’09 and Colin, U. of Vermont ’12. They
relocated from NYC to the Back Bay in Boston.
She fondly remembers the generosity of professors
in Materials Science and Engineering, particularly
Jim Mayer and Art Ruoff. She’d love to get in
touch with Eve Koch-Hofert in the Boston area.
John Gilbert (gilbert@fol.it) teaches at the
U. of Florence, Italy, where he lives with his daughters, almost 10 and 14. He reports being consumed

We’re finally old enough to get
rooms with air-conditioning.

’

Dik Saalfeld ’80
Bradenton, FL. Phil DiLernia responded to our
electronic plea for news. He has been married to
Sue for 28 years and has sons David, 22, a trained
fireman seeking a job, and Danny, 19, a computer science major at the U. of Michigan. Danny did
some programming for the new Ford Fusion hybrid and wrote an application for a new Palm, UpdateME, in their catalog. Three years ago Phil left
a successful business, which was the 12th largest
power wheelchair company in the US, to become
pastor of a church in Michigan. He writes, “Had to
move from my beloved Metro NYC area . . . People
must be saying, ‘What in the world?’ It’s been a
wonderful journey since leaving Cornell so long
ago, and I am thankful for where God has me today. Look me up on Facebook!”
Several classmates’ children participated in
Cornell’s Summer College. They included: Joe
Daniel, son of Jeanne and Lawrence Daniel, in
the Architecture program; Rebecca Dresner,
daughter of David and Michelle Goldstein Dresner, MD ’85, in the Body, Mind, and Health program; and Edwin Suarez, son of Edwin and
Lynette Elevado Suarez. Kevin Ross, son of Bradford, ME ’83, and Judy Fabuss Ross ’83, attended the Hotel Operations Management program,
while son Michael ’13 started at the College of
Engineering this fall and plans to double major
in Electrical and Mechanical Engineering.
For connections to our class, go to LinkedIn
(Cornell University Class of 1981 Alumni) or Facebook (Cornell University Class of 1981). Keep us
posted! c Jennifer Read Campbell, ronjencam@
aol.com; Betsy Silverfine, bsilverfine@comcast.
net; Kathy Philbin LaShoto, lashoto@rcn.com.
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Former class president Lorraine
Aronowitz Danzig writes, “I attended the 20th anniversary of
the Cornell Club in Manhattan with husband Rob
and had a bit of trouble believing that it has been

Killington,” he reports, “so life is different but better. My travel schedule is pretty heavy but I did
make it to Zinck’s Night with the Cornell Club of
Vermont.” Mark Fernau, wife Melissa Duncan ’83,
and daughter Gwen, 17, traveled from Clinton, MA,
to Homecoming ’09 and Lambda Chi Alpha house
to eat, drink, and be merry. Mark tried to resurrect
his Thumper skills to school the younger crowd. He
got to spend time with Ithaca attorney Randall
Marcus and wife Terry Dannenberg and Binghamton, NY-based Joseph Kane ’79 and wife Karyl.
Michael Marrero (Manchester, MA) reports
that wife Catherine (Caliguire) ’84 has taken on
a new job as assistant to the headmaster at the
private grammar school his older boys Tyler ’13
and Trevor, 15, attended. Troy, 8, enjoys his ride
to school with mom. Tyler, who was at Exeter, will
attend the ILR school. Trevor, also at Exeter, was
one of only two 9th graders to make the varsity
lacrosse team (get ready, Coach T!). Mike’s radiology practice and medical billing company are both
thriving and keeping him quite busy. Barbara
Bowman Tobias (Wyoming, OH) is an associate
professor of family medicine at the U. of Cincinnati College of Medicine. She was named a Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation Health Policy Fellow for
2009-10 and is in Washington, DC, working on
health policy issues. Maria Broderick (Concord,
MA) is a developmental psychologist and practitioner of Chinese medicine (with a practice that
focuses on treating pediatric neuropsychological
disorders) and director of Reservoir Family Wellness. She has been appointed to the clinical faculty at the New England School of Acupuncture,
through which she will supervise clinical interns
in pediatric acupuncture at Boston Medical Center.
“Consumer activation and experiential marketing” firm House Party (www.houseparty.com)
hired Peter Storck (Larchmont, NY) as senior vice
president of community and analytics, touting him
as “one of the world’s very first digital marketing
experts.” Peter previously founded and led Points
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North Group after seven years at Jupiter Research,
where he launched and directed the firm’s online
advertising practice, the first of its kind in the
world, and rose to president. The Maryland Daily
Record named Marianne Dorian Fishler (Bel Air,
MD) to its 2009 Maryland’s Top 100 Women list.
Marianne helps women in the Baltimore/Greater
D.C. area achieve success through her efforts at
SunTrust Bank to execute a strategic marketing plan
that focuses on the needs of women in the retail,
commercial, and wealth management areas. She is
also chair of the United Way Women’s Leadership
Council, serves on many boards and councils, and
is active in mentoring young women and girls in
the community. Column regular Leon Singletary
(Blue Bell, PA) received a 2009 Minority Business
Leader Award from the Philadelphia Business Journal last September. In June 2009, he delivered the
keynote address at the DeVry U. commencement.
Adult University participants were Edward
and Karen Cohen (Sustainability: Energy, Environment, and Economic Development and Thanks
for the Memory—and the Brain Where it Resides);
Karen Isberg and daughter Elizabeth (Parents and
Teens Outdoor Adventures); and Eric Nelson and
Patti (War, Politics, and Rights: Before and After
9/11 in Europe and America and Wellness: Global Philosophies of Wellness and Healing). Susan
Pearl Byther and husband Douglas live in Rockledge, FL. Susan teaches a Chinese immersion class
at Palm Bay Academy in which kindergarteners
and 1st-graders learn English and Chinese. Besides golf, knitting, and sewing, she helps her
son with his college applications and wonders
“where did the time go?” She fondly remembers
her time at Tri-Delt “dancing out in front at the
house.” She would like to hear from Beth Kenner and Kathleen Tobin Erb ’83, JD ’86. Pamela
Evans (Portland, OR) reports she is a bariatric dietitian and enjoys triathlons and music. Timothy
McCausland (Rock Hill, NY) is president of the Sullivan County Partnership (www.scpartnership.com).
c Mark Fernau, mef29@cornell.edu; Douglas
Skalka, dskalka@npmlaw.com; Steven Crump,
spc25@cornell.edu.
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Hello, Class of ’83. I am composing this at the beginning of
the new decade, and as your
2010 news updates have not yet reached me, I’ve
rounded out the column with some musings of
my own. Look for the class’s annual News and
Dues mailing coming this spring, and please send
your updates to Lynn and me as soon as possible. You can also write us anytime at the e-mail
addresses at the end of this column.
A. Brad Busscher is general counsel at Incapital LLC, a securities and investment banking
firm with offices in Chicago, Boca Raton, and London. In addition to his BA from Cornell, Brad holds
a JD from the U. of Miami and an MBA in finance
from the U. of Chicago. Brad is an active participant in a variety of securities industry organizations and was elected to serve on the board of the
National Society of Compliance Professionals. He
is a frequent speaker on compliance-related issues.
Brad lives in Lake Forest, IL, a Chicago-area suburb, with his wife and children; he talks periodically to Bob Muha ’82 and occasionally sees Mike
Medzigian ’82 around Lake Forest.
Mark Rhodes (mkrhodes@comcast.net; Westfield,NJ) is a senior lawyer for the mergers and acquisitions group at Citigroup. Mark and Kim
(Osborn) have celebrated 25 years of married life.
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After years in the finance industry, Kim is completing her requirements to get a teacher’s certification in family and consumer sciences. Mark keeps
busy after hours as a leader for a co-ed high-school
high-adventure program of the Boy Scouts known
as Venturing. Their son Christopher, 18, is headed
to Michigan for aerospace engineering under the
Air Force ROTC scholarship program; Amanda, 17,
is a senior at Kent Place School in Summit. Tom
Melendy (TominGetz@yahoo.com; Getzville,NY)
has returned to his work as a professor of microbiology at SUNY Buffalo’s School of Medicine, after a one-and-a-half-year sabbatical/leave at the
Henry Wellcome Inst. for Comparative Medicine at
the U. of Glasgow School of Veterinary Medicine.
I have been in touch with Stephen Putscher—we recalled the track team trips to fun places
like New Haven. He still plays the drums and lives
in Annapolis with his wife. Cornell hockey played
in the Florida College Classic in Estero, FL, at the
end of December. The Big Red was defeated by
Colorado College in a close game at the Germain
Arena. I attended with William Nordhausen, who
lives two hours north of Estero, in Bradenton, and
flies for Delta Airlines.
We have seen a lot in the last year. Many of
us have experienced job loss personally, or are
close to someone who has been “laid off.” I know
I am tired of hearing about the economy. We all
spend so much time and energy taking care of our
immediate world—our microcosm—that when
things outside our control affect us it can be a
shock. Let me suggest a resolution for this new
decade: continue to reach out from your personal
microcosm. Stay connected to friends and family
and make new connections. Take the time—with
today’s technology tools, it is not that difficult!
And in addition to the technology, resolve to
spend Face Time with people. We can’t hang out
on the steps of the Straight anymore, but we can
show up for alumni events, volunteer in our communities, and represent the Cornell community
and our humanity in a positive way every day. I
wish all of you happiness, health, and love in
2010. And for goodness sakes, send news to us
to share with your classmates! c Alyssa Bickler,
cousinalyssa@yahoo.com; Lynn Buffamante
Schwarz, LB325@cornell.edu.
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Cyndy Donato is the VP of
human resources of Express
Scripts Inc., a healthcare company in St. Louis. In December 2009, she and her
kids went on the CAU family eco-tour trip to
Panama. She writes, “It was incredible!” In the
spring of 2009, they hosted two members of the
Cornell Chorus during their Midwest tour over
spring break. One of Cyndy’s favorite memories of
Cornell was that it was the first time she saw the
movie Casablanca. I think it was the first time I
saw it, too. Laurie Sheffield, BFA ’85, is an English teacher at Brookline High School, a public
high school near Boston, where she enjoys teaching British literature to seniors. She likes making
costumes for her kids’ school musicals, participating in the neighborhood women’s political gettogethers, and supervising her 9th grader’s homework. Last year, Laurie visited the Chinese House
at the Peabody/Essex Museum in Salem, MA. She
hears from classmates Erin O’Keefe, BFA ’84, and
Chris McCready.
Marcy Dubroff is director of the Clement
Course in the Humanities and associate director
of the Center for Liberal Arts and Society at
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Franklin and Marshall College in Pennsylvania. She
is also the Democratic committeewoman for her
district and on the marketing board for the local
science museum. Last year, she became an adult
bat mitzvah, six weeks before her son became a bar
mitzvah. Marcy’s favorite memory of Cornell is the
chimes. “They set the rhythms of my day and I still
whistle the ‘Jennie McGraw Rag.’ ” Through Facebook, Marcy has reconnected with a ton of old
friends, including the U-Hall 4 Espresso Group. Deborah Landsman Parker lives in the San Francisco
Bay Area and manages online advertising for Fox
Entertainment. She has children Jake, 9, and Paige,
8. She couldn’t attend reunion due to moving to
a new house that weekend, but wishes she could
have seen everyone. “I have a Facebook profile now
and would love to hear from fellow Cornellians.”
David Susnitzky, PhD ’89, is the TEM lab
manager for Evans Analytical Group in Sunnyvale,
CA. He and wife Patty (Abele) ’83 celebrated their
25th wedding anniversary in Paris. While there,
they visited son Brett, who is studying outside of
Riga, Latvia, on a foreign exchange program.
Kathy Thorne Barlow met up with Pat Connell
Wheeler for spring break vacation in Bethany
Beach, DE, with their families. Rachel Bennett is
a doctor with Westchester Reproductive Medicine
in Mt. Kisco, NY. She’s married to Alan Jacobs. In
her off-hours, Rachel plays tennis, plays with her
kids, and sees movies. Her recent interest has been
starting a medical practice in infertility and reproductive endocrinology. James Lyman is an insurance agent for Farm Family in Connecticut. After
hours, he works with the adult vocational program
Roses for Autism. Catherine “Kitty” Cantwell went
to Europe last spring for two weeks with husband
Kevin McCormick and four of their five kids. Their
oldest, Nicholas ’13, was in Spain for the year on
Rotary Youth Exchange. He met them in Paris for
four days and then they went to Spain. They took
trips to Cordoba, Gibraltar, Granada, Ronda, and
Madrid. They saw the family of Lindsay (Liotta)
and Robert Forness ’87 on Lake Champlain last
summer. Brian Forness attends Camp Dudley summer camp with their sons Matthew and Patrick.
Edwin Rekosh was awarded the prestigious
Int’l Human Rights Award by the American Bar
Association in July 2009. Edwin is the founder
and executive director of the Public Interest Law
Inst. (PILI), an international NGO that advances
human rights around the world by stimulating
public interest legal advocacy and developing the
institutions necessary to sustain it. Since 1991,
Edwin has been working to advance human rights
principles and promote the development of public interest law throughout Central and Eastern
Europe, the Balkans, the former Soviet Republics,
and, more recently, in China. c Karla Sievers
McManus, Klorax@comcast.net; Janet Insardi,
insardij@hotmail.com. Class website, http://classof1984.alumni.cornell.edu.
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Our 25th Reunion is just a few
months away! Our reunion committee has been working hard to
insure that it will be our best reunion yet, so
mark your calendars for June 10-13. If you are on
Facebook, please join “Cornell University Class of
85” and then view the reunion event page to see
who will be attending. The weekend has something for everyone—you will have a great time
whether you come alone, with a spouse/partner,
with friends, or with your family. If you have
always thought that it would be fun to tour the
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event—and you will know at least one person because I facilitate the group discussion and am
there every month. If you are interested in attending, please send me an e-mail at LNydick at
aol.com and I will provide you with the details.
Again, please consider joining our group on
Facebook to see some of those who will be attending our 25th Reunion—and also so you can
easily submit your news and updates for this column. We really want to hear from you. Let us
know what you’re doing, tell us about your family, your travels, your mini-reunions, your successes, and anything else that’s happening in your
life. We look forward to seeing you at the 25th
in June. Until then, send us your news! c Leslie
Nydick, LNydick @ aol.com; Joyce Zelkowitz
Cornett, cornett0667 @ comcast.net.
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Anyone else spending spring
break touring colleges? If so, be
on the lookout for Steve ’84 and
Susan Seligsohn Howell and their children Olivia,
a high school junior who’s looking at colleges, and
Jake, their 8th grader who just finished applying
to prep schools. If you’re just starting the college
or prep school admissions process, Susan’s a great
resource. The Hine family is also touring colleges
with our high school juniors Nick and Sam, but
we voted not to give up spring break. Our travels
will be less of an assault and more a quick weekend here and there. And yes, Cornell is on the list.
We hope for a sunny, warm day with a funny,
energetic tour guide. Anyone else looking? Send
us word, especially if Cornell is on your child’s list.
We have several classmates who are professors and probably have a very different outlook
on the college search process. Steven Mulroy is
a tenured law professor at the U. of Memphis Law
School. He’s also an elected county commissioner for the county that includes Memphis, TN (see
www.mulroy4dist5.com). Married for 17 years, Steve
has a family that includes daughter Molly, 14, son
Quinn, 11, and Buster the Wonder Dog. He writes
that his hobbies include “phlebotomy and highimpact skydiving.” Both his blood type and chirpy
personal motto are “B positive.” David Lefkowitz,
associate professor of music composition and theory at UCLA, had the world premiere of his piece
“Lincoln Echoes” performed at UCLA. The 36minute musical has lyrics from famous speeches
given by presidents Lincoln, Roosevelt, and Obama. The composition celebrates and honors the
200th anniversary of President Lincoln’s birth.
Kayla Milne, daughter of Laura and Thomas
Milne, participated in the Cornell Summer College.
Caroline Myers Nielson (Highland Park, IL) works
as a military training director for the US Navy.
She would love to hear from Alison Weir. In the
meantime, Caroline works long hours, but still
makes time to explore the region with her family.
Hap Hewes, another Illinois alum, lives in Tower
Lakes, IL. He’d love to hear from Gary Fortier.
Hap works for Rubicon Technology as their senior
VP of sales and marketing.
Lastly, two short updates: Chris Arbogast,
who lives in Reno, NV, was married about a year
ago to Barbara Barry. Happy wishes to the couple. Melissa Tsai wrote to say that she’s a neonatologist working in New York City.
We’re in need of some news, so look for the
annual class News and Dues mailing coming this
spring and send in your updates big and small.
You can find Susan and Laura on Facebook via
the group “Cornell Class of 1986,” or send us an

e-mail. c Laura Nieboer Hine, lauracornell86@
sbcglobal.net; Susan Seligsohn Howell, susan
cornell86@comcast.net.
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Steven Sinofsky, a 20-year veteran of Microsoft, led the development of Windows’ new operating system, Windows 7. Steven, who had previously
worked in Microsoft’s Office group, described the
development of a new operating system in a Wall
Street Journal article as an “epic home remodeling
project” saying, “Windows is no different—it’s a
kitchen for a billion people.”
Suzanne James Sisolak reports in from Brooklyn, NY, where she is a senior vice president at
SunGard, a Fortune 500, privately held financial
services software firm. She is enjoying some traveling and in 2009 visited London, Paris, Prague,
and Croatia. Next year she has plans to visit Hong
Kong and Antarctica. She would love to be spending more time at home indulging in the working
person’s fantasy—cooking and reading and exercising! Suzanne said some of her fondest memories at Cornell where the difficult classes, “the
stretch and challenge that you didn’t appreciate at
the time.” She would love to hear from her old Cornell friend Jeff Dunlap ’86. Tim ’84 and Joanne
Friedman McKinney just moved back to the US
with sons Jed, 14, and Call, 11, after four years of
living in Brussels, Belgium. The McKinneys live in
Greenwich, CT. Back in October, Cheryl Boyer spoke
at the Cornell Hotel Society’s Big Apple Update on
lodging, restaurants, and tourism. Cheryl is a specialist on the New York City hotel market and is
president of Lodging Investment Advisors.
Tom Tseng, ME ’94, sent in a slew of updates
from classmates he saw in California and during
his travels in the US, Europe, and Asia. Tom and
wife Rebecca met Bob and Lindsay Liotta Forness
’84 and their children in San Francisco’s Chinatown
for dinner. The Forness family was on the West
Coast on an RV vacation. Lindsay and Bob were at
Cornell last June for Lindsay’s 25th Reunion, where
she was elected president of the Class of ’84. Tom
lunched with Rana Glasgal, ME ’92, in Palo Alto
in the spring and saw her again at her July 4 pool
party. She was recovering from knee surgery at the
time, but Tom reports she was “deftly maneuvering
around her house and guests on crutches.” Tom
expected to meet up with Rana again, sans crutches, last October for the Trustee/Council Weekend.
Tom also enjoyed a visit from Albert Chu and his
family last summer. The Chus toured San Francisco, Lassen and Yosemite national parks, and the
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wineries of the Finger Lakes, this is your chance
because we have a tour planned for Friday, June
11. That evening, there will be a dinner catered
by the famous Dinosaur BBQ. On Saturday, enjoy
a picnic at Beebe Lake and an evening reception
overlooking Schoellkopf Field. There will be plenty
of time to reconnect with classmates and to check
out all of your former hangouts. Don’t miss out on
this must-attend reunion weekend. We look forward to seeing you June 10-13 in Ithaca!
Pedro Torre (Merida, Yucatan, Mexico) lives
with wife Lulu Mena and has a real estate business. He has continued to train in karate. He remembers most fondly about Cornell “all the many
restless bright minds around me.” Well said, Pedro. He would most want to hear from Jeffrey
Smith, DVM ’86. Karen Silverman Anderson
wrote at the end of the summer with some great
and inspiring news about “living the dream.” She
wrote: “My family has moved to the area where
we like to vacation. After spending the last 14
years at digital marketing companies Digitas and
Modem Media in Connecticut, I left my job as a
VP/group media director and we moved to Kennebunk, ME. My ‘Life 2.0’ now includes that elusive quality time for my daughter Taylor, 12, and
husband Gerry, and a much better balance overall. We have more space for our horses, wooded
trails down the road, wild blueberry plains a few
miles away, and beautiful ocean beaches. We daytrip to western Maine mountain skiing and we’re
just a couple of hours from White Mountain hiking in New Hampshire. Yes, the biting insects here
in Maine this summer have been like nothing I’ve
ever experienced (they’re not kidding about the
mosquitoes around here), but my daughter and
husband are now surfers, I finally have time to
ride, and I have access to all the fresh Maine lobster I could ever want. While I’ve taken the summer off from work to get settled in here, with the
start of the school year I’ll be taking on freelance
projects in the digital marketing realm, working
from my home office with a great view out the
window and the best officemate I could ask for
(my husband).” Karen, we wish you and your family many happy years in Maine.
This past fall, I, Leslie Nydick, enjoyed a
mini-reunion in New York City when Maryellen
Fisher Magee made the very long drive from North
Carolina, picked up her mother along the way at
the Jersey Shore, and met up with me and Sharon
Tolpin Topper for drinks and dinner. It was a short
but terrific visit. I know that Sharon already fears
saying anything to me because it could end up in
this column—so I will refrain from revealing all
that we discussed during our get-together. Find
us at reunion in June and you may be able to
convince us to share some of the stories we were
sharing about our lives now.
Several of our classmates have children who
attended Cornell Summer College in 2009. I have
been told that they all did well and had a great
time. They are: James Chin, son of Danny and
Elaine Wong Chin; Alison Gusick, daughter of
Robert and Phyllis Simon Gusick; Lauren Kobrick, daughter of Felice and Eric Kobrick;
Zachary Solomon, son of Melissa and Louis
Solomon; and Glen Trachtenberg, son of Eric and
Anne Milmoe Trachtenberg.
If you are in New York City, I hope you’ll consider joining a successful breakfast club hosted
at the Cornell Club each month. The event is open
to all alumni and is a great opportunity to build
strong business relationships with fellow alums.
Several Class of ’85ers have been regulars at this
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Monterey Aquarium. Before returning home to New
Jersey, the Chus enjoyed a backyard cookout with
Tom, highlighted by Cornell BBQ chicken! Also,
close to home, Tom tells us, “I was invited by the
Taiwan government to join 250 other overseas Chinese in the Bay Area at a banquet to welcome my
good friend President Ma Ying-jeou on a layover
stop on his way to Panama.” Last August, Tom and
Rebecca marked their 16th wedding anniversary in
Paris. They just missed seeing Wendy AndersonBrachfeld in Paris, and again in London. Wendy
was traveling with her son Ben and had the same
itinerary, just a day or two ahead. In Paris, Tom
and Rebecca had lunch with Sharon Cape ’85 and
in London they enjoyed dinner with Elaine Ballagh ’91. Last September Tom was in Tokyo, where
he ran into Paul Kitamura ’88, and in Hong Kong,
where he visited Morgan Sze.
Gligor Tashkovich, MBA ’91, sent in a brief
note on two of his “extracurricular” activities. First,
he was elected president of the New York Business
Schools Club, an organization of around 30 or so
NYC business school alumni clubs. Also, since
2004 he has been a founding trustee of the American Research Center in Sofia, Bulgaria, a Cornellaffiliated enterprise that was reported on by the
Cornell News Service on Facebook in September.
Although neither Heidi nor I currently call
New York City home, Scott Pesner let us know
about a new way for those of you who live in NYC
to connect. NYC Cornellians is an alumni association for the more than 15,000 alumni who live in
the five boroughs of New York City. The only requirements for this dues-free organization are a
NYC street address and a working e-mail address
on file with Cornell. If you aren’t in the loop yet
and want to find out more, you can contact them
at nyccornellians-mailbox@cornell.edu.
Lastly, several of our classmates and their
families spent time in Ithaca last summer as part
of Cornell’s Adult University On-Campus Summer
Classes. Richard and Lee Forest each enhanced
their appreciation of wine in the Wines course,
Leslie Rosh Goldfarb and her son Robert participated in the Parents and Teens course, and Jill
Barnett Kaufman spent time on Cayuga Lake in
the Rowing class.
We would love to include your news, comments, or Cornell memories in future columns and
there are many ways to get them to us: in an email to the addresses below, through the link at
our Class of ’87 Web page at www.alumni.cornell.
edu, by an update at the Cornell Class of ’87
Facebook page, or via a Cornell Class of 1987
News Form, coming this spring in the annual
class mailing (these make their way to our physical desktops!). c Brenna Frazer McGowan,
bfm26@cornell.edu; or Heidi Heasley Ford,
hhf6@cornell.edu.
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Hello, classmates! I’m writing
this column just a few days
before Christmas 2009 as a
major winter storm races up the Atlantic coast,
dumping what may turn out to be record amounts
of snow in some cities and states. Wife Ann and
I and our daughter Grace, 7 months, are flying to
New York in four days and I think there’s a good
chance Grace’s first Christmas will be a white one.
Since her mom did not see snow in person until
she was 16, this is kind of exciting—assuming we
make it to New York in spite of the weather.
Of course, by the time you read this, the
snow will probably have turned to spring rains,
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and hopefully the chill of winter will be subsiding. As tends to be the case at this time of year,
the amount of classmate news I have for the column is in short supply. If you think this column
is on the short side, please sit down and write
with news of your life to me, Steve Tomaselli,
or my fellow correspondents, so that the columns
through the rest of the year are filled with information to share with our classmates. Look for
the class’s annual News and Dues mailing, coming this month or next, or write us at the addresses below any time of year.
Having become a new dad at the age of 43,
I often feel somewhat behind the curve. However,
I do hear news on occasion of others who have
followed, and that makes me feel a bit more secure. So it was nice to hear from class president
Alan Riffkin that Aaron Pollock and wife Emily
celebrated the arrival of their first child, son Lucas Anthony Yu Pollock (his initials spell Layup)
in December. Congratulations to Aaron and Emily
and allow me to extend my personal thanks for not
letting me feel alone in starting this endeavor a
little later in life. Brad and Angelica Watson
Botkin were out in front of the parenthood curve.
I had the pleasure of receiving Angelica’s holiday
letter for a second year. She has a great sense of
humor and really manages to put life’s trials and
tribulations into perspective. Brad and Angelica’s
son Alex ’11 is majoring in Computer Science
and Psychology. Their second oldest, Michael, 18,
is a freshman engineering major at Virginia Tech.
Third son Christian, 16, is a high school junior,
new driver, and “boy genius and math wiz.” The
youngest, daughter Cadee, 13, is in the 8th
grade, “managing school and tennis and drawing
manga; she especially enjoys planning parties
and life in general.”
Friend and fraternity brother Howard Greenstein taught Introduction to New Media and Social
Networks for NYU’s Heyman Center for Philanthropy
and Fundraising late last year. The Heyman Center
is part of NYU’s School of Continuing and Professional Studies. Howard continues to run the Harbrooke Group, consulting with brands, agencies,
and nonprofits on social media strategy. His wife,
Pamela (Goldberg), is consulting part-time at
Pearson Education in the college textbook division.
Cindy Bishop Christian wrote from Minneapolis, informing us that she and husband Joe started Mello Velo Bike Tours in 2006. They specialize in “slow
travel” experiences to Provence and Mallorca for
avid and club cyclists. You can check them out online at www.mellovelotours.com. Cindy and Joe had
a summer last year that was “packed with travel
for work and fun,” including trips to Barcelona,
Chicago, New Jersey, and Halifax, Nova Scotia. She
is very involved in the parent-teacher organization
at her kids’ Spanish dual immersion school.
All classmate news is fit to print, and that
is all the news I have this time around. Please
do write and send us word about what is going
on in your life. Until next time, I wish you peace.
c Steven Tomaselli, st89@cornell.edu; Brad
Mehl, bam62@cornell.edu; and Sharon Nunan
Stemme, sen28@cornell.edu.
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It’s the middle of December as I
write, and a lot of us just got our
first snowfall. It wasn’t a little
dusting; it was a major blizzard with lots of snow.
Looking outside and watching my kids play in it
brings me back to our years at Cornell and the vivid
memories of trudging through the snow to get to

Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

class or at least to the dining hall to get some
dinner. The campus would seem deserted until you
made it inside with all the other brave souls. Ithaca
in the winter is a beautiful sight with the snowcovered trees and frozen gorges—it’s truly a winter wonderland. Boy, were those the good ol’ days!
The column’s a little short this month. It’s early spring as you’re reading this, but please consider
a delayed New Year’s resolution: If you haven’t recently sent some news about yourself and fellow
classmates, take a few minutes and send us an
e-mail—or return the official News Form coming
this spring in the annual class News and Dues
mailing. As you can see, the column literally is
only as good (and long) as the news we have.
Thanks to David Scher, who is always the
first to respond to e-mail requests for news. He
wrote, “After becoming a civil rights in employment litigator, I recently won my first bench
trial—a senior woman was awarded over $480K
because she was discriminatorily paid less than
her male counterparts. In October I won my first
jury trial—a case involving an employee who was
fired for blowing the whistle on fraud in a federally funded student retention program. He was
awarded over $280K in damages. People could go
to www.employmentlawgroup.net for full stories.”
Congratulations, David.
Sue Guarnaschelli Collins also responded to
my e-mail request and wrote, “Thanks to you, I
reconnected with Alyse Etelson Lieberman and we
drove up from Long Island for reunion this past
June. We had a great time catching up with fellow Phi’s Libby Bauer, Cathy Taylor Berner, Amy
Pfannenstiel Bunszel, Shari Jaffess Davidson,
Galen Pierce Magendanz, Eileen Rosen Miller,
Deborah Skolnik, and Daphna Roth.” Sue and I
(along with Howard Miller) are members of the
Cornell Club of Long Island and officers/board
members. This winter, the club held its annual Bear
Hug Party and we saw classmate Rachel Morgan
Sult and her two adorable babies. If you’d like
more information about the Cornell Club of Long
Island or a club in your area, check out www.ccli.
alumni.cornell.edu or www.alumni.cornell.edu for
an alumni club near you. It’s really a fun way to
connect (or re-connect) with new and old friends!
Our last piece of news came from Cornell.
Earl Wang’s daughter Amelia participated in and
thoroughly enjoyed the Psychology program at
the 2009 Cornell Summer College. Check out what
Cornell’s Summer College is all about at www.
sce.cornell.edu/sc/. And since I’m listing websites, I’d be remiss if I didn’t direct you to our
class site, http://classof89.alumni.cornell.edu. If
you haven’t already done so, log on to see the
photos from Reunion and other class news.
We’re looking forward to getting lots of e-mails
and news updates from everyone! Tell us what’s
been happening in your lives and who you stay in
touch with from our class. Thanks! c Stephanie
Bloom Avidon, savidon1@hotmail.com; Anne
Czaplinski Treadwell Bliss, ac98@cornell.edu;
Lauren Flato Labovitz, cu89_news@comcast.net;
Kim Levine Graham, kal20@cornell.edu.
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As we approach our 20th Reunion (June 10-13), I have a
message from our reunion campaign chairs: they hope we’ll each make a gift to
Cornell in 2010 in honor of this milestone. Our class
goal is $650,000. You can donate online at https://
www.giving.cornell.edu/give, by calling the Cornell
Annual Fund at 1-800-279-3099, or by mailing a

068-111CAMma10Notes

2/16/10

3:00 PM

Page 95

Eric and Laurie Levinson Wenger live in
Bethesda, MD. Eric wrote, “After many years in the
government (federal and state, criminal and civil),
I’m moving to the private sector. I’m leaving the
computer crime section at the Dept. of Justice to
work on cybersecurity policy for Microsoft in their
Washington, DC, office.” Eric’s fondest Cornell memory: “Having Bob hand me a Hot Truck sandwich
on a cold winter night.” Eric would love to hear
from Jamie Wright, BS ’92. Congratulations to Tracy Evans Krantz, who celebrated the bar mitzvah
of her oldest child, Stu. Tracy is very busy with Stu
and her three other children: Gabe, Sophie, and Jacob, while husband Stefan ’89 “continues to work
hard as a partner doing energy law at the Hogan &
Hartson law firm in D.C.” Tracy wishes to reconnect
with Felice Markowitz. In the Windy City, Luisa
Trujillo-Mekhitarian has joined the law firm of Cassiday Schade LLP as counsel. According to the firm’s
press release, “Ms. Trujillo’s practice concentrates in
general tort litigation with extensive experience in
medical and professional liability cases.” Luisa holds
a JD from Washington U. School of Law and an LLM
in healthcare law from DePaul U. School of Law.
Thanks for all the news—keep it comin’! c
Amy Wang Manning, aw233@cornell.edu; Kelly
Roberson, kroberson@lightswitch.net.
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Thanks to all the ’91ers who continue to send us glimpses into their
lives after Cornell. No matter where
life’s journey has taken you since your days in
Ithaca, it’s likely that by now you’ve seen the last
traces of snow for the year. Seems like snow
becomes much less fun as the years go by; however, in looking back on his days at Cornell, Akim
Ben Hansen (Redmond, WA) remembers most
fondly those chilly afternoons spent “traying”
down Libe Slope on “borrowed” cafeteria trays.
Nowadays Ben, the director of Mactus Group by
profession, spends his free time mentoring children
through a nonprofit called GenerationBIG, which
expands upon the school-based mentoring program
of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Puget Sound.
As of November 2009, we can name another
politician among our ranks. Steven Sanders is
happy to report that he was elected to the town
council in Amherst, NY (http://www.erieelection
results.com/Amherst.aspx). David Zaslow, a partner and member of the healthcare and general litigation practice groups, has been named managing
partner in the Berwyn, PA, office of White and
Williams LLP. David has also been serving his
community as a member of the Volunteer Medical
Service Corps in his part of Pennsylvania. He is
president and assistant chief of the organization,
but that doesn’t stop David from regularly responding to 911 calls for paramedic services.
Our class had much to celebrate last fall. Jennifer Berger Schatz and husband Brad welcomed
daughter Maeryn Grace on Sept. 1, ’09. Baby
Maeryn has already met quite a few members of
the Class of ’91 including Susan Sarich, Lisa
Munter Clarke, Nicole Halpern Murphy, and Kathy
Kraus Bolks. Also celebrating, Michael Vargas married Nicole Seretis last October in Fajardo, Puerto
Rico. Michael looked young enough to be a recent
grad, judging by the photos. Many of Michael’s Phi
Delta Theta fraternity brothers were in attendance,
including Rob Last ’92, ME ’93, Jamie Meagher
’93, Peter Ahn ’92, Joe Hanlon ’92, Andrew
Hage, Michael Smalyga, and Chris Conyers.
Beth Chartoff and husband Jason Spector
live in New York City with sons Josh, 7, and Sam,

4. Beth runs fundraising and investor relations at
GSO Capital, which is the credit investment arm
of the Blackstone Group. GSO Capital manages $25
billion of distressed, mezzanine, and hedge fund
assets. Jason is a plastic surgeon at Weill Cornell
Medical College at NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital
and also runs a research lab, which is in close collaboration with the Bioengineering Program in
Ithaca. His work has been featured in the Cornell
Daily Sun and by the Associated Press. He frequently gets back to Ithaca to serve as a guest
lecturer on topics like tissue engineering. Beth
and Jason have seen Rita Landman and husband
Michael, Chris and Marnie Siff Korpi, Sherry
Horowitz Harnick and husband Joel, Kerri Jew
’90 and husband Zamir, and Evan Kanew and wife
Jo, who have had a baby girl. Even though we
have lost touch with friends as the years have
passed, Cornellian connections live on. I was so
happy to see Jana Pompadur Kierstead, director
of MBA career services at Harvard Business School,
at my firm’s holiday party last December. We had
a great time catching up after 18 years, and Jana
is still the same rock star she’s always been.
Please continue to share news with us via email, through the link on our class website,
http://classof91.alumni.cornell.edu, or on the
news form in our annual class mailing, coming
soon. We love to hear from you! c Sharlyn
Carter Heslam, sheslam@berkshirepartners.com;
Kathryn Kraus Bolks, klk22@cornell.edu; Ariane
Schreiber Horn, ams14@cornell.edu.
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check to Cornell Annual Fund, P.O. Box 223623,
Pittsburgh, PA 15251-2623. Meanwhile, here’s a
reunion update. Our class headquarters will be in
Mary Donlon Hall on North Campus. Activities
include Thursday Hot Truck Dinner at the Straight,
Friday canoeing and barbecue at Beebe Lake, Saturday family carnival on the Arts Quad, and Sunday
brunch and class meeting. Stay updated on reunion
at http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/reunion and
through the following social media: Facebook: www.
facebook.com/Cornell90; Twitter: www.twitter.com/
CornellClass90; and LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/
groups?gid=151240. Now, on to your news!
Nadia Ghannam (Brooklyn, NY) is married to
Erick Schonfeld ’93 and works as a paintings conservator and a mom to three small children. Her
favorite Cornell memories are meeting her husband
and hanging out at the Dragon. Michael Park,
BA/BEE ’92, received the 2009 Van Wagenen Award
for post-resident study abroad from the American
Association of Neurological Surgeons. He planned
to use the award to study in France. He completed his neurosurgery residency at Brown U.’s Warren
Alpert Medical School and Rhode Island Hospital.
Jessica Lattman (jelamd@aol.com) works in
New York as an oculoplastic surgeon in private
practice with her husband, David Rosenberg ’89,
MD ’93, a facial plastic surgeon. They have kids
Zachary, Alexandra, and Samantha. Jessica took
up the piano recently and says she’s “enjoyed the
musical journey” with her daughters, who also
play. Jessica fondly recalls hanging out at Cayuga Lake and would love to hear from classmates.
Mark Coffman (Boise, ID) is president of
Lucky Bums, a manufacturer of kids’ outdoor gear
and equipment. Mark enjoys running marathons—
he completed Tucson in December 2008—and
skiing. He and wife Cynthia have four kids. Continuing our rugged outdoors theme, Jennifer
Dwyer Boyer is community organizer for the Sonoran Inst. in beautiful Bozeman, MT; when not at
work, Jennifer wrangles goats and kids—human
kids, that is—with husband Christopher. Ivan and
Lori Hanchett Brockman, DVM ’94, are in Atherton, CA, where Ivan is a partner at the Blackstone
Group and Lori is a homemaker “trying hard to
keep up with the kids!” Eric Sussman, BS Ag ’92,
is a winegrower at Radio-Coteau, a small artisan
winery in the Sonoma County town of Sebastopol.
Fittingly, Radio-Coteau’s website indicates that it
produces mostly reds—pinot noirs and syrahs.
Caren McCaleb is doing the filmmaking thing in
L.A. as a documentary video editor. When not editing, she’s busy parenting, doing art and yoga,
and hiking. Her favorite Cornell memory: “long
daily walks through the beautiful campus.”
Down in the Lone Star State, David Aftandilian is an assistant professor of anthropology at Texas Christian U. He wrote, “Started in
Aug. 2008 after finally finishing PhD at U. of
Chicago.” His Cornell memories include walking in
the Plantations and the Stewart Avenue graveyard.
Suzy Schwam Tomassetti (Jupiter, FL) is a stayat-home mom to preschooler son Joey and preteen stepdaughter Marisa. She enjoys the beach a
few miles away and recently met with prospective
Cornellians as an alumni ambassador for CAAAN.
She would like to hear from her AEPhi sorority sisters. Mariam Goodrich (Cheektowaga, NY) is divorced, disabled, and keeping busy with garden
club, tutoring GED students, and exercise—weight
training and cycling. She recently had hip surgery
and would rather be teaching college science. She
has fond memories of Libe Slope concerts and
would like to hear from Alice Roberts ’88.
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Hello, everyone! With the winter
solstice behind us and the dawning of a new year, so comes new
news from our fellow classmates. John Overton’s
wife, Christine (Hand), writes that they traveled
up to campus in September ’09 with their sons
Joshua, 8, and Jacob, 6, along with John’s parents.
John’s dad, John Overton Sr., MS ’62, earned his
master’s in Agricultural Economics. They enjoyed
watching the Big Red football team’s victory over
Bucknell and seeing all of the changes on campus.
Christine also writes that they had the opportunity
to stay at the Statler and tour the Clock Tower. They
look forward to their next trip—Reunion 2012!
We are excited to report that Wilma Ann
Anderson has released her debut music album,
“Under the Surface.” She will perform her selfpenned gospel soul music throughout the US and
Europe. Visit www.WilmaAnn.com to listen and
find out more. Congrats, Wilma, on your wonderful achievement!
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There is also news from our legacy parents
on how future (hopefully!) Cornellians spent their
summer: Pablo Willink, son of Timothy and Kate
Ternes Willink, was accepted to and participated
in the 2009 Cornell Summer College. Pablo enjoyed
the Freedom and Justice program, which is geared
to students interested in law, politics, and government or in the history of political ideas. Visit
the Summer College website, www.summercollege.
cornell.edu, for details on all of the offered programs if you have a high school aged student
looking for a taste of the Cornell experience.
First-time contributor Reasey Poch, a native
of Cambodia, writes that he has been busy professionally and personally. After graduation, he
went to Cambodia and worked for the Cornell Library Project in Phnom Penh for three months.
Reasey was in charge of the microfilm project
where a staff of 12 local workers microfilmed over
100,000 pages of some 14,000 Khmer Rouge prisoners’ false confessions before these same prisoners were executed. When he was finished with the
project, Reasey returned to the US and began

‘

e-mail your news to us at one of the addresses
at the end of this column, or use this website:
http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/classes. I was
thrilled to get an update from Joanna Luty, a
long-lost friend. She is a pediatric hematologist/oncologist at Baystate Children’s Hospital in
Springfield, MA. She also teaches Zumba classes,
and writes, “Everyone told me that African Dance
was a useless course for a pre-med. Now I use it
every week in my Zumba class.” You go, girl!
Joanna lives in Connecticut and has a “wonderful,
silly” son Charlie, 4. Andrew Sewell is also a
Connecticut-based MD pursuing interesting activities in his spare time. He conducts cannabis and
LSD research at Yale U. School of Medicine and
masterminds a website called clusterattack.com,
which is devoted to cluster headache research.
He is also the regional representative for the
Burning Man Project, an annual festival in the
Nevada desert dedicated to artistic expression,
and runs a local group called “Oakburners,” which
builds large-scale fire art. He also participates in
the “48-Hour Film Project.”

Andrew Sewell conducts cannabis and
LSD research at Yale School of Medicine.

’

Melissa Hart Moss ’93
working for Voice of America, where he has been
for over 16 years. He produces and directs a live
radio show to 14 million Cambodians every day.
Reasey says it’s his “dream job” and considers
himself lucky to enjoy going to work. He says even
though there are stressful occasions and deadlines,
“at the end of the day, it’s so rewarding.” He has
had the opportunity to interview US ambassadors
to Cambodia and high-ranking Cambodian officials.
He also writes that he had two exclusive interviews with Angelina Jolie in 2005. Congratulations
on your professional accomplishments! Reasey has
been married to his high school sweetheart (also
from Cambodia) for 15 years. He has children Rebecca and Jonathan. His daughter attends Thomas
Jefferson School of Science and Technology in
Fairfax, VA, and he hopes that his son will follow is his sister’s footsteps in two years. Reasey
also hopes that both his children will choose to
go to Cornell.
Best of luck to everyone! Continue to send
in your news to share. c Lois Duffy Castellano,
LKD2@cornell.edu; Jean Kinitsch, jmk226@
cornell.edu; Megan Fee Torrance, mtorrance@
torrancelearning.com.
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Hey there, classmates. By the
time you read this, many of us
will be emerging from the winter
doldrums, inhaling the warming air, and basking
in the early signs of spring. As I write this column,
however, it is December, and the thick grey cold
everything of winter is just starting. Right now
it’s 5:30 a.m., and my kids’ faces are smooshed
against the window as they stare outdoors, mesmerized by the first snow of the season. I hope
all of you have had a healthy and happy winter,
and here’s to a beautiful spring in every sense.
Thank you to our classmates who took the
time to send in their News Forms. You can also
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Congratulations to Elisabeth Sherman Slate,
who has joined Presbyterian Children’s Village in
Rosemont, PA, as a clinical supervisor for the behavioral health program. The Presbyterian Children’s Village is a nonprofit organization
“dedicated to the healing of the spirits of children, families, and communities broken by violence, addiction, poverty, mental illness, racism,
and other serious societal problems.” Cesar Tello, DVM ’97, is a veterinarian with the Noah’s Ark
Pet Clinic in Jackson Heights, NY. Cesar and wife
Jadeling Chavez have a daughter, Isabela, 3. Cesar serves on the Cornell Alumni Trustee Nominations Committee. Michael McMahon lives in
Kentucky and buys and sells racehorses through
his company, McMahon Bloodstock. Mike is active with the American Farmland Trust and the
Bluegrass Conservancy and has presided over the
New York Thoroughbred Breeders. He writes, “We
enjoy the land and the benefits it provides and
actively promote its protection.”
Several of our classmates have celebrated
milestones. Congratulations to Kelly Macmanus,
who married Jonathan Funke on Nov. 14, ’09. The
couple’s wedding and the romantic story leading
up to it were featured in the “Vows” section of
the New York Times. Warmest congrats to Erica
Reiner Williams, who welcomed her first child,
Chase Reed, on June 18, ’09 and to Yvette Politis, who welcomed her second child, Ashleigh Isabella, on Aug. 6, ’09. Yvette and her husband,
Dan Cromack, also have son Matthew, who is
“having fun being the big brother.”
Thank you to Kirk Iwanowski, who let us
know that he lives in New York City, and Rebecca Hanson Blunden (Madison, MI), an attorney
with Copeland Cook Taylor & Bush. Rebecca writes
that she is “catching up with her old Cornell buddies on Facebook.” Myfanwy Mattes wrote that
she and her friends have also been connecting via
Facebook. Starz Entertainment LLC sent a press
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release announcing the promotion of Jonathan
Shair, a Communications major at Cornell, to senior VP, network operations. In his new position,
Jonathan will be responsible for overseeing
scheduling, inventory planning, creating programming events, and packaging for all of Starz’s
linear channels, HD services, On-Demand platforms, and broadband services. Jonathan was previously at Bravo and joined Starz in 2000.
As for me, we had a great fall—season, that
is. Our son Andrew, 5, started kindergarten, and
our daughter Chloe, 3, started preschool. My husband, David Moss, JD ’96, was named assistant
general counsel at Pfizer, after his former employer, Wyeth, was acquired by Pfizer in October. I am
contemplating a return to work outside the home,
but it’s a constant evaluation and re-evaluation
and balancing of pros and cons.
That’s it. I need to go get some hot tea and
a couple of Advil Cold & Sinus before we head outside to join the snowflakes. Take care and please
share. c Melissa Hart Moss, melimoss@yahoo.
com; Yael Berkowitz Rosenberg, ygb1@cornell.
edu; and Melissa Carver Sottile, mtcsottile@
yahoo.com.
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Last winter, as I passed a
Gothic church in the Chicago
drizzle, I heard bells chiming
and hallucinated that I was trudging past Cornell’s clock tower, post-prelim, circa 1993. Which
brings us to the right geographic region for the
beginning of this column.
The latest from the Empire State: Dan Masonson, National Football League employee and
former colleague of class correspondent Jennifer
Rabin Marchant, wrote with news of fatherhood.
He and wife Laurie are Mom and Dad to twins
Matthew and Katie. Dear Dan: Someday soon, you
will know what it’s like to sleep in again. Congratulations! Both Holly Johnsen Hoehner and
husband Tom are lawyers in Syracuse, NY. Holly is
a partner at Hiscock & Barclay, while Tom works as
a patent attorney at Marjama Muldoon Blasiak &
Sullivan. They have sons Andrew, 3, and James, 6.
Jared Lipworth, who lives in Westchester with
wife Ilissa, is the director of science content at
NYC’s Thirteen, producing documentaries for PBS.
You can see his handiwork in the series ”Secrets
of the Dead“ (The Airmen and the Headhunters;
Mumbai Massacre) as well as ”Ground War” and
”The Human Spark“ (with Alan Alda). Following
Cornell, where he studied business management,
Jared earned a master’s in broadcast journalism
from New York U. and was nominated for a writing Emmy for “Secrets of the Dead: Mystery of the
Black Death.” In her hometown of Buffalo, Julie
Wieczkowski is assistant professor of anthropology at Buffalo State College, field co-director
of Rutgers U.’s wildlife ecology, primatology, and
conservation field school in Kenya, and doing her
own field research on the Tana River mangabey,
an endangered monkey found only along the lower stretches of Kenya’s Tana River.
Tracy Abels made a pilgrimage to her hometown of Santa Barbara, CA, last June, where she
married Pathik Patel. The wedding was a great excuse for a mini-reunion. Among the guests: San
Franciscan Karen Jaworski, who, together with
her husband and Tracy, ran the Las Vegas halfmarathon last December; Dina Peck and Brian
Landow, parents of two in NYC, where Dina is a
managing partner and creative director at CDMiConnect; Cameron and Kate Reynolds McLeod,

068-111CAMma10Notes

2/16/10

3:00 PM

Page 97

95

Spring greetings to all! As a
commentary to being out of
undergrad for almost 15 years,
almost all of the news updates sent in for this column mention children of the Class of 1995. Wow!
Combining this with the fact that it is a reunion
year for us makes me reflect on trends of columns
in years past. In the mid- to late-1990s, there
were lots of reports about graduate school acceptances, graduations, and new career starts. Wedding announcements, job promotions, and relocation changes were abundant throughout the late

1990s and 2000s. Bundles of babies began to
appear in the early 2000s and have been steady
ever since. Now we’re starting to change professions, find new loves, go on great adventures, and
really come into our own on so many levels. I
continue to marvel at the myriad paths my classmates take and always enjoy reading about who’s
doing what and what’s going on.
Reporting from Beverly Hills, CA, Courtney
Goldstein Tobin writes that earlier in 2009 she
made partner at her company, Major, Lindsey, and
Africa, the world’s largest legal search firm. In an
even bigger partnership, Courtney and husband
Jay welcomed their first child on July 8, a daughter named Isabella Grey. They are “over the
moon!” Outside of work and family, Courtney volunteers her time on the support council for the
Rape Treatment Center in Santa Monica, is a member of Stop Cancer, and participates on CAAAN-Los
Angeles. Further up the West Coast, in Seattle, WA,
Natasha Turcinovic-Hissong and husband Steven
Hissong ’93 spent the summer of 2009 remodeling their home and began biking as a family,
which “has been tremendous fun.” Natasha commented that her biggest challenge is “acknowledging happiness in the simplest moments,” but
it sounds like she is already doing this. In her
spare time, Natasha helps out with local groups
called CoolMom.org and Westside Baby Charity.
She says, “These groups bring to my attention
ways to improve a community’s livelihood.”
Veterinarian Brooke Yules James (Franktown,
CO) has opened a second veterinary clinic. In her
home life, Brooke has been “chasing after two kids
and finally put two horses in the barn.” She adds
that “being a working mother, wife, and business
owner is definitely challenging me.” Brooke is involved with her local 4-H, offers her time weekly
for the humane society by performing spays and
neuters, and also volunteers at the local veterinary medical society. In July 2008, Jason Frischer and wife Lori Schwartz ’96 moved from New
York City to Cincinnati, OH, where Jason joined
the department of surgery at Cincinnati Children’s
Hospital. The Frischers have children Gabrielle, 4,
and Caleb, 1. Paul and Mara Stolber Thur ’98 are
also busy taking care of little ones—twins Noah
and Jordan, born on March 9, 2009. About new
parenthood, Paul writes, “It has been challenging but extremely rewarding!”
Scott and Leah Simonetti are the proud parents of daughters Ellie, 3, and Brooke, 1. Scott
became a full partner at his dental practice in
East Islip, NY. He adds that he always has fond
memories of Ithaca, “from walking through snow
to enjoying the summer on an outdoor couch.”
In nearby Great Neck, David Podwall purchased
a home for his growing family. His son Jacob, 3,
started nursery school, and new daughter Abigail
had her baby-naming ceremony in October. Classmates in attendance included Stephanie Gendell
and Russ Levitan. In our last bit of news,
Matthew and Jennifer Witrock Fenster are the
busy parents of Leah, 8, Yonah, 6, Ari, 4, and
Elie, 20 months. The Fensters are involved in
their synagogue and Jennifer volunteers at her
children’s school.
Thanks for all of your updates, memories, and
exciting news. It is always a pleasure to keep the
class flame glowing via our regular gathering
place in the back of Cornell Alumni Magazine. I
hope to see you at our 15th Reunion in June! c
Abra Benson Perrie, amb8@cornell.edu; Alison
Torrillo French, amt7@cornell.edu. Class website,
http://classof95.alumni.cornell.edu.
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I’m writing this on the last day
of 2009, having watched the
“Today” show parade of inventions that have become all but obsolete this
decade: the Rolodex, the postage stamp, the telephone book. Of course, we’re happy to accept news
in any format—except maybe on Betamax . . .
Adam Jernow took a break from his busy
property management firm in NYC to drop us a
line. “Frustrated white collar real estate owners understand the benefits of fewer headaches and more
efficient building operations, so business is great,”
he says. He “still makes time,” he says, for Hootan
Yaghoobzadeh, Mike Odell, Tammy Gotlieb, MD
’00, Christy Veeder, and Miggie Matthews. Erica
Siegel Henning, MPA ’97, reports that she’s found
a way to put her real estate development skills to
work during the economic downturn. With husband
Gary and toddler twins Matthew and Dana, she
moved from Charlotte to Raleigh, NC, in September ’09 to join SunTrust Bank’s Commercial Real
Estate group. Her job: managing and selling the
bank’s foreclosed commercial real estate projects
in North and South Carolina and Virginia.
Krista Jacobsen is also on the move—leaving
the Audubon Nature Inst. in New Orleans for California to work on her doctorate at UC Davis. Krista
says she’s in touch with Lynda Duna and last visited her in Boston in July. Other classmates who
are (probably still) unpacking: Robert Przynosch
and wife Amy moved with their daughters Abby, 4,
and Lauren, 2, to Biltmore Lake, NC, just outside
of Asheville. Robert, a podiatrist, then treated his
office staff to a cruise to Mexico to escape the cold
weather. Mark Pizov, ME ’97, gets bonus points
(not sure how many members there are in this
particular loyalty scheme and what the points can
actually be redeemed for besides a huge thank you
from the class columnists) for the report with the
most boldface names. He and wife Olga celebrated
their 10th anniversary this year. They live just
outside Pittsburgh with sons Alex, 8, and Benny,
6. Mark works at Westinghouse as a project manager within its supply chain organization, and Olga
works as a clinical research auditor for West Penn
Allegheny Health System. Mark says he saw a few
of the Cornell gang at Jessica Kotary’s wedding in
spring ’09: Julia Tsai, Jamie Dreher Carrillo, Jamie
Lipkin, William Gerard, Marc Levenson ’98, and
Yoel Roznitsky. “Doug Mallery was missed, as he
now lives in Japan,” reports Mark.
Runner-up on the name-dropping front is
Christine Del Favero Kurtz, who has a new job in
alumnae affairs at Wellesley College: “My four-plus
years volunteering as the regional alumnae director for Chi Omega led me in a new professional direction,” she explains of her new position: assistant
director of classes. She and husband Devon are very
happy in their 1860 home in a historic downtown
just west of Boston. She regularly sees Meg Wherry Menner, MILR ’03, and saw Micah Elazar at
Meg’s wedding in August ’08. Catherine Rowbotham and family hosted the Kurtzes for Thanksgiving—Catherine works for GE in Chicago. Christine
also saw Jason Biegelson, MME ’97, shortly after
he returned from his year-long tour in Iraq.
Short takes: Mark Pilloff says that for him
and his wife, Dec. 7, ’09 is “a day that will live
in twinfamy”: they welcomed the arrival of twins
James Benjamin and Julia Elizabeth. Todd Kashdan, an associate professor of psychology at George
Mason U., published his first book in 2009 with
HarperCollins. It’s called Curious? Discover the Missing Ingredient to a Fulfilling Life. Vanessa de la
Cruz passed the New York Bar exam. Seth Kibel’s
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parents of two in Boston; Julie Newtson Hartley
and husband Chris, who hail from Davis, CA; Amy
Moor Gaylord, a law partner at Franczek Radelet,
who lives in Chicago with husband Tom and son
Declan; Lisann Verrico Lynch of Schenectady, NY,
where she and husband Tim are both doctors
(they’ve welcomed their second child, Matthew);
Becky Emerling King and husband Jeff ’93, who
run a dairy farm in Schuylerville, NY; and Greg
’93 and Aly Suter Alber ’93, who live in Cleveland, OH, with their three kids. While we’re on
the subject of the Golden State, licensed architect Jerome Chang, ME ’95, who has been living
in L.A. since 2003, gave us an update on his latest entrepreneurial activities: “I started two small
businesses: www.BLANKSPACES.com (a property
management firm), and CODAspaces (my one-man
architecture firm). BLANKSPACES is unique because it’s essentially an office hotel where entrepreneurs and freelancers collaborate.”
It’s never too late to add another diploma to
the wall. Chris Laughton writes, “I had a great
time at the 15th Reunion. Now I’m putting my career on hold to pursue my MBA at UMass, Amherst,
Class of 2011.” Speaking of higher education, Carol Rim Hanscom and husband Chris (my former
neighbors from U-Hall 4), welcomed their third
daughter, Eugenie, to the world last spring. In this
case, the world was New Hampshire, where Chris
has been assistant professor of Korean literature
and culture at Dartmouth for the past three years.
From Allison Hamilton-Rohe: “I was on a business show recently (‘Fearless Business TV’) doing
my new elevator pitch: Hi, I’m Allison and I’m the
founder of DailyOutfit.net. I have created a system that allows you to get dressed in five minutes
or less—with no stress—and look fabulous! If you
are interested in the 360 wardrobe review, please
contact me at 360@dailyoutfit.net.” When she
isn’t helping us figure out what to wear, Allison is
involved with fundraising for the preschool her
daughter Adelia, 4, attends; son Jake is 16 months.
She and husband Jeff celebrated 15 years together, 11 married, by attending a wedding on the Cape.
Through the wonders of Facebook, I’ve learned
more about my former Daily Sun compatriots. After graduation, Megan Davis went to Harvard Law
School and worked for the New York Attorney
General’s office, a judge, and a couple of law firms
before landing at Flemming Zulack Williamson Zauderer in NYC. Sandy Gordon, a professor in the
department of politics at NYU, is the proud father
of Julia, 1. George Bullis, who majored in Communication at Cornell, began his career as a reporter before turning his focus to teaching; with
degrees in education from Cal State Northridge
and UC Berkeley, George remained in California,
where he is now a high school principal. c Dika
Lam, dikaweb@yahoo.com; Jennifer Rabin
Marchant, Jennifer.marchant@postfoods.com; Dineen Pashoukos Wasylik, dmp5@cornell.edu.
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klezmer band, the Alexandria Kleztet, recently released their fourth full-length album, “Peace, Love
and Coffee,” which garnered an impressive four
nominations for the Washington Area Music
Awards (“Wammies”). c Courtney Rubin, cbr1@
cornell.edu; Ron Johnstone, raj6@cornell.edu;
Carin Lustig-Silverman, CDL2@cornell.edu.
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Valentine’s Day will have come
and gone when this installment
of the Class of ’97 notes arrives in
your inbox, but love is in the air among classmates
submitting updates. We have several wedding notices to share, so why not get warmed up for the
2010 wedding season with news of newlyweds?
On July 4, ’09, Christine Hewitt, MBA ’02,
married Daniel Belin in Boulder, CO. Her bridesmaids were friends from her undergrad and Johnson School days: Jennifer Chow was matron of
honor (it was at Jennifer’s 2007 wedding that
Christine met Dan); and Lisa Sasaki and Beth Watson, MBA ’02 were bridesmaids. Also celebrating
with Christine and Dan were: Joe Arencibia, Elizabeth Hause, Joslyn Tacorda Faust, MBA ’02,
Maria Scaltro ’90, MBA ’02, Susan Olsen, MBA
’03, Trish Murison, MBA ’03, and Gabor Nagy
’88. I was also thrilled to attend, having become
friends with Christine in middle school and her
roommate in our sophomore year.
Traci Tsuchiguchi sent in details about two
other weddings. In August, Dan Batiuchok and
Traci were in the wedding party for Jen Smith and
Sal Parlatore ’96, in Santa Monica. Andrea Madrigrano, Bethany Godsoe, Amy Wilkinson, MFA
’98, and Jean Lee Anderson were bridesmaids.
The groomsmen were: Sam Parlatore ’98, Brian
Gerich ’96, Dave Herbert ’96, Stephen MacGuffie
’94 (there with wife Marci (Schulson) ’95), Geoff
Chick ’96, BArch ’98, Matt Zaute ’96, and Mark
Keiser ’96. Guests included: Annie Hwang, Amy
Silino Madonia, Shannon Cadile ’98, Alison Munsell, Ashley Cole Seidman, Jessika Trancik, Dan
Anderson ’95, and at least a dozen other Cornellians. In September, newlywed Jen Smith Parlatore joined Lauren Coblentz and Traci as
participants in Andrea Madrigrano’s beautiful
Chicago wedding to Dan Ambrosino. Dan Batiuchok, Sal Parlatore ’96, Sam Parlatore ’98, and Amy
Silino Madonia also joined the festivities.
Leslie New, JD ’03, married Walter Kowalski
III on Nov. 15, ’08. Leslie is an employment attorney in Manhattan, and Walter is a New York City
firefighter. They married in Salem, MA, where Leslie
grew up, and live in Park Slope, Brooklyn. On a recent work trip to NYC, Donnelly Nariss Maysey
caught up with Leslie and Trish Sexton at a wine
pairing to Stevie Wonder songs at City Winery. In
June, Donnelly checked in from Arizona, where she
enjoys working as director of sales for Hyatt Place
in Scottsdale. She says she can’t believe she’s been
living in Arizona for more than five years with husband Rob and dogs Jack and Sparky. On that same
New York trip, Donnelly saw Sara Morse Frankie
and met her adorable son Jackson, 2.
Amanda Martabano House (housea@vetmed.
ufl.edu) works as an assistant professor in the
Dept. of Large Animal Clinical Sciences at the U.
of Florida’s College of Veterinary Medicine. She
shared a “small world” connection: her father-inlaw, Ron House, PhD ’88, is a former professor
at Cornell’s ILR school. Amanda and husband
Adam live in Gainesville, FL. Chris Matsko
(chris.matsko@comcast.net; Beaver, PA) is doing
his family practice residency at the Heritage Valley
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Health System. He has enjoyed traveling on his
time off, including a trip to Italy. He hasn’t seen
many classmates in a while and looks forward to
hearing from them. Last year, Ed McGurrin started a new job at Novartis, working on the H1N1
pandemic swine vaccine, which has been “very
busy, but incredibly interesting.” Ed was planning
an August visit to Swagata Chakrabarti ’98 in
Germany. “It’s a long way from the Eco-House,”
he wrote in his July e-mail, adding, “I often think
of Dr. Marvin Pritts and his excellent class HORT
442, Small Fruits. It’s currant season in New York
now, and I’ll be visiting. In 2003, New York State
lifted the ban on growing black currants, and it’s
been delicious ever since.”
Lanhee (Chai) and Mark Yung ’96 live in
Venice, CA. In June, Lanhee reported that son Sebastien was getting taller and chubbier by the
day; they had plans to celebrate his first birthday
last summer. Jason Matyas shared news of Samuel
Bradford’s Sept. 12, ’09 arrival. Samuel, who is
named for American founding fathers Samuel Adams
and William Bradford, joins three older siblings.
While living in northwest New Jersey, Jason’s been
transitioning from active duty Air Force to serving
in the Air Force Reserves at McGuire Air Force Base
and working with Frank Ableson ’94 in his information technology services company. In an unexpected career turn, this fall Jason was asked to
lead the marketing, sales, and technology development effort for a new film distribution company that is building a global network of independent
distributors that will use a community engagement
strategy to distribute family-edifying films.
I’m delighted to share one additional bit of
news that came in at deadline: co-correspondent
Sarah Deardorff Carter and husband Josh shared
word of son Thomas Jeffrey’s arrival on Dec. 16, ’09.
Thomas joins older siblings Maddie and Barrett.
Have some photos that you want to share
with classmates? We are redoing our class website (http://classof97.alumni.cornell.edu) and
need pictures. Keep it clean and send a .jpg to
cubigred97@gmail.com with “website pictures”
in the header. Also check out our Facebook
group, Cornell Class of 1997. c Erica Broennle
Nelson, ejb4@cornell.edu; Sarah Deardorff
Carter, sjd5@cornell.edu.
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’Twas the night before my deadline and all through the house,
not a creature was stirring, not
even my spouse. As he slumbered away with our
5-month-old son, I sat at my computer to get
this column done. The stockings were hung in the
living room with care as I sifted through news
from our classmates to share. With holiday lights
twinkling well into the night, Cornellian stories
unfolded just right! Although you will read this
in Spring 2010, it will have been written before
2009’s end. And so my rhyme stops—without further ado, I present the following news to you:
Colby Paige Kipnes was born on Nov. 9, ’09,
to Todd ’96 and Karen Dorman Kipnes. She
joins big sister Kyle Zoe and her goldendoodle
puppy, Daisy. Karen writes, “Kyle is super helpful with diaper changes and picking out Colby’s
clothes. She was very upset that she was dressed
in white by the hospital and wanted to put her
in pink right away.” Kara Kownacki Radcliffe,
MBA ’04, and husband Mark welcomed their first
child, Katherine Mae, on Aug. 6, ’09. Kara is a
global marketing manager at Honeywell Int’l in
central New Jersey. Elizabeth Gelfand Miller and
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husband Steven had daughter Kayla Sophie in
March 2009. Kayla and big brother Cameron are
getting along well.
Brian Carlson and wife Jenn are the proud
parents to twins David and Matthew. They live in
London, where Brian is an IT business analyst/
project manager. Brian looks forward to bringing
Jenn and the boys to campus sometime in the
future. Rachel Valente Sherman and husband
Matthew ’99 relocated from Cambridge, MA, to the
Corning-Painted Post area of New York, where she
is director of client service at Market Street Trust
Co. The couple welcomed their second child, daughter Susanna. Yousuf and Syeda Romina Ali, who reside in Westchester County, had a baby boy named
Ibrahim Jaudaan Syed Ali on Aug. 15. Richard Lee
launched http://ContractorSolutionNetwork.com. He
writes, “We bring pros and homeowners together.
We are currently recruiting home service professionals.” He also completed a large multi-family
real estate deal, and last but not least, Richard
also became a father. Congratulations to all!
Anthony Mato married Andrea Miltiades on
Oct. 25. In attendance were Adam and Amy
Greenstein Cuker, Martin and Ami Walter Stallone, Matthew Hollander, and Joye Thaller, ME
’99. Anthony works as an oncologist in the Hackensack U. Medical Center Lymphoma Division,
and Andrea attends medical school at the U. of
Pennsylvania. Agnes Galvez is a clinical dietitian
specialist at St. Rose Dominican Hospital, Siena
Campus, in Henderson, NV. In addition, she volunteers her time to review scholarship applications for CANFIT, an organization that hopes to
encourage more students to consider careers that
will improve adolescent nutrition and fitness.
Agnes attended the wedding of Kevin Lapus to
Grace Dumlao in Hawaii on Nov. 1, ’09. In attendance were John Villanueva ’00, Michael
Mercado ’00, and Lydell Valdriz ’00.
Katariina Tuovinen was selected as a member of the 2010 fellowship class of the American
Democracy Inst.’s Women’s Leadership Program.
She is currently the chief administrative officer at
Yosemite National Park. Before joining the Park
Service, Katariina worked in natural resource management in the US and Sri Lanka. She has received recognition for her work to start a women’s
self-help organization in India. Congratulations
to Matthew Salerno, who was elected a partner
of Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP. Matthew
West has been quite active recruiting Cornellians
as the chief talent officer at Regan Campbell
Ward-McCann. He has guest lectured at Cornell for
Kathy Berggren’s Communications course.
Matthew and wife Hallie celebrated their daughter Emma Bree’s first birthday.
Elizabeth Dewey Efe, MBA ’06, and husband
Baris, MBA ’05, bought an apartment in the
Riverdale section of the Bronx, NY. Julie Sherman
attended a CAU class on digital photography this
past summer. Rosanna Batista is the manager of
maternal and child health programs at Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston, where she manages six public health programs to improve
outcomes for vulnerable populations. She has ventured to Latin America, Western Europe, South Asia,
and Africa in the past ten years. A mother of two
beautiful, bicultural daughters, Rosie was married
in 2002 to a fellow biologist. John Hayes, MS ’00,
is an assistant professor at Penn State and has been
busy lately writing research grants. He and his wife
enjoy playing with their children Maggie, 4, and
Jack, 9 months. Patricia Boye-Williams is an environmental lawyer for Jenner & Block in Chicago, IL.
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Thank you for responding to
our requests and sending your
updates. Keep ’em coming! Our
contact information is below. Here is what these
’99ers were up to last year.
Amanda Bruning married Jeff Wilson in La
Jolla, CA, on Oct. 3, ’09. In attendance were
many Cornellians and DPhiE sisters, including
Risa Shapiro, PhD ’05, Susan Friedfel and husband Marc Tuckman ’97, Jeanne Devine, Cindy
Jarom ’98, Laura Baber ’00, and Kim Virtanen
’00. Amanda and Jeff live in San Diego. Amanda
has completed a master’s degree in nursing and
works at Scripps Memorial Hospital in La Jolla.
Susan and Marc cheered on the Cornell hockey
team against Boston U. at Madison Square Garden. Susan, Marc, and son Jonathan Gabriel
(born Dec. 21, ’07) live in White Plains, NY. Susan is an associate at Proskauer Rose LLP and
Marc at Bank of America. Hallie Epstein Labrador resides in Philadelphia with husband Rafael and new
daughter Viola Jane, born Aug. 17,
’09. Hallie graduated from NYU
School of Medicine in 2008 and is a
second-year resident in family medicine at Thomas Jefferson U.
David Sandoval, a class officer,
wrote in with four updates. By day,
he’s assistant general counsel at a
biotech firm in New Jersey. By night,
he plays in a Cuban rock/funk band
called DelExilio whose debut album
was written up in Billboard magazine.
David writes: “Oscar Vazquez has
completed a fellowship at USC’s sports
medicine program and is now an orthopedic surgery attending physician
at Hackensack U. Medical Center with
offices in Hackensack and Westwood,
NJ. Evan Brooks lives in Los Angeles where he works as a research biochemist and laboratory manager at
the prestigious Jules Stein Eye Inst.
on the UCLA campus. Daniel Steiner
has pursued his dream of going back
to Ecuador with his lovely wife to
provide mergers and acquisition and
strategic advisory services to local
and regional firms.”
Jamey Herzog (Boston, MA)
thoroughly enjoyed the Yankees’ recent World Series victory in “enemy
territory.” Jamey works for PepsiCo
as an HR manager after eight years
with Verizon in HR/labor relations
and was looking forward to an upcoming trip to Costa Rica. Jayeesha
Dutta serves as the co-executive director at Youth In Focus and as cofounder of the Mind Power Collective
in Oakland, CA. Give her a shout if
you’re in the Bay Area or interested

in learning more about her youth and educator
advocacy work. Nika Dyakina (New York, NY)
completed her child and adolescent psychiatry
training from a joint Columbia/Cornell program
at NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital. She writes, “I
am pleased that I stayed on as a Columbia U. faculty member and an attending working at Children’s Hospital of New York, Columbia U. Medical
College. Although I was happy to finally finish my
training, I am excited to continue my professional
development as a first-year candidate at the Columbia Psychoanalytic Program.”
Amy Hutton Spaziani (Landenberg, PA)
coaches the swim team at the YMCA and plays
with her two children. She thinks about the
gorges in the snow and the ice (they were pretty, right?) and would love to hear from Amy Galton ’98. Laura Knights Riley (Seattle, WA) and
husband Sean celebrated the birth of their first
child, Joseph Michael, in February 2009. Laura
writes, “He arrived a month early, but baby and
mom are doing great. Joseph is crawling up a
storm these days.” Class officer Margaux Neiderbach left NYC to become director of student
and young alumni programs in Cornell’s alumni
affairs and development office. She writes, “It’s
a new program area charged with engaging current students, training them to be leaders in the
Cornell community and beyond, and connecting
young alumni with each other and Cornell through
a variety of venues.” Before moving to Ithaca,

Margaux was hiking, camping, and traveling
around the world, running half-marathons, and
volunteering as much as possible—with Girls on
the Run Manhattan, Project Sunshine, and Habitat for Humanity (through which she spent a
week in Biloxi, MS, building houses).
Rachel Peris Ash, MBA ’06, and husband
Ethan ’01 have bought and renovated a house in
Ithaca. At the ripe old age of one month, baby
Eli had already attended several Cornell hockey
games. Rachel works for Cornell’s Hotel school in
corporate and foundation relations, and Ethan
works for Vertical Health, an online medical education company. Julian Ross, son of Richard,
JD/MBA ’99, and Tioni Kilelli Ross (Brooklyn,
NY) enjoyed the Film program at the 2009 Cornell
Summer College. Jeffrey Goldberg has opened a
dental office in Buffalo, NY, where he lives with
wife Melissa and beautiful daughters Madelyn, 2,
and Bennett, 6 months. He writes, “I would be
happy to welcome any Cornell alumni who need
a dentist!” Also, check out Jeffrey’s mentorship
matchmaking website, mentorcafe.com.
Be sure to contact any of your columnists or
send us updates through Cornell’s alumni website
or the Class of ’99 Facebook page, “THE OFFICIAL
Cornell University Class of 1999.” c Melanie
Grayce West, mga6@cornell.edu, Liz Borod
Wright, lizborod@gmail.com; Brady Russell,
bradydale@thistoowillpass.com; and Taber Sweet,
tabersweet@gmail.com.

Class Notes

She spent the first half of 2009 assisting General
Motors with the environmental matters associated with its Section 363 bankruptcy sale. Husband
Chad Williams is finishing his PhD dissertation
in computational transportation science. They
have daughters Grace, 5, and Katherine, 3.
That’s all for now; remember to send your updates to us. c Uthica Jinvit Utano, udj1@cornell.
edu; Karen Dorman Kipnes, kld8@cornell.edu;
Molly Darnieder Bracken, mbd4@cornell.edu.

Great Expectations
Kelwin Harris ’99

K

elwin Harris grew up in Auburn Gresham, a predominantly African American neighborhood on the South Side of Chicago. Now back in his hometown after earning
two Ivy League degrees, he is working to help local kids follow in his academic
footsteps.
Harris is executive director of the Beloved Community, a program in Auburn Gresham that
aims to give at-risk students opportunities for a better future. Founded in 2004, it offers
after-school services like SAT prep, help with coursework, and
instruction in life skills such as conflict management. It currently
serves more than 100 youth in grades seven to nine; the students will continue the program through high school, while students in lower grades are introduced into the cycle.
According to Harris, the program’s biggest success has been
its college exposure program, in which the Beloved Community
takes teens on tours to top universities so they can see what
may await them if they study hard. “The idea is to expose disadvantaged youth to opportunities outside their traditional
realm,” says Harris. When the students come back, he adds,
they’re “extremely motivated.”
After graduating from the College of Architecture, Art, and
Planning and earning a master’s in urban planning from Harvard,
Harris worked for a consulting firm in California before returning to Chicago to tackle public housing issues for the mayor’s
office. In addition to youth enrichment programs, his work with
the Beloved Community has included providing transitional shelter to the homeless, rehabbing apartments to create more affordable housing, and offering education and entrepreneurship counseling for adults. Says
Harris: “People are starting to see the value of organizations like this one, that provide opportunities to be a part of the solution.”
— Arianna White
March | April 2010
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Reunion is coming up soon,
and our enthusiastic reunion
committee has been working
to organize an unforgettable weekend. Here is a
quick introduction to some of those on the committee. Co-chairs Andrea Wasserman and Melissa
Bersofsky are back at it after doing a fabulous
job planning our 5th Reunion. Since then, Andrea
has finished her MBA and relocated from NYC to
Seattle with husband Ezra Marbach ’97 to work
in strategy for Nordstrom. Melissa lives in L.A.
and is the director of senior class and young
alumni giving at UCLA. Kristen Sweeney is again
serving as registration chair. She lives in Atlanta
and works in research and development at Clorox.
Nina Lee Torkelson has finished her residency and
works as a family doctor in a town she describes
as “at the very southern tip of Texas.” Nina looks
forward to bringing her two boys back to campus
with her in June.
Moving north on the map, Lize Comeau
(Washington, DC) is a senior consultant in the
government practice at Booz Allen Hamilton. Also
at Booz Allen Hamilton, Philip Ballard works at
their corporate headquarters and is busy writing
a strategic communication plan for the Navy’s Explosive Ordnance Disposal Headquarters. Outside
of work, Philip reports he did four triathlons this
past summer and will soon start training for a
half Ironman. Erick Lavoie, ME ’01, lives and
works in Dearborn, MI, helping Ford Motors innovate by developing an automatic parallel parking system. Dave Chipurnoi was most recently a
mortgage analyst at HSBC. While no longer in
that position (“You can imagine why,” he says
with a good spirit.), he’s enjoying traveling and—
lucky for us!—spending his time on volunteer
projects. For some New York representation, we
have Kenneth Lin, a playwright in NYC. Lastly,
thanks to our Class of 2000 webmaster, Phil King,
who is playing a big role in reunion planning. Phil
lives in San Francisco and works as the director
of user interface for Flickr. At press time, he was
contemplating adopting a dog. Thanks to all
those taking the time to help make our reunion
memorable! We’re all looking forward to a phenomenal weekend thanks to your efforts.
Chris Grubb will have some exciting stories
to share at reunion. He climbed Mt. Everest this
spring, reaching the peak on May 20. Chris is working to climb the tallest mountain on each continent, and this was number six. Way to go! In
Cincinnati, Ben Kuhn is finishing a fellowship in
pediatric gastroenterology at Cincinnati Children’s
Medical Center. Jennifer Walwyn Colvin (Park Hills,
KY) reports she works as an assistant corporate
secretary for the Midland Co. She and husband
Adam support the United Way and are involved in
the Emerging Leaders Society, which sponsors volunteer opportunities for young professionals. Jennifer says, “Recently I’ve been balancing work and
growing our family. I absolutely love being a mom;
it has been a wonderful adventure so far. My
daughter cracks me up on a daily basis.”
After graduating, Marcus Folch pursued a PhD
in classics at Stanford U. He lives in New York and
works at Columbia U. as an assistant professor of
classics. His career has afforded him the opportunity to live in Italy, Greece, and Spain. Reflecting
on his Cornell experiences, Marcus writes, “My initial decision to major in Classics has led me directly to where I am now. It all began in two
Cornell courses: Greek 101 with Hayden Pelliccia
and the Greek Experience with Fred Ahl.” Based in
England since 2000, Jessica Thornton Thomas
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moved to Germany in 2008. She married Guillaume
Thomas in upstate New York in October 2008 with
several Chi Omega sisters in attendance, including Carolyn Beelitz, Debby Levenson Fineman,
Toni Santiago Hollifield, Kristen Schroeder, and
Rebecca Smith DePasquale ’99.
Lynn D’Silva Cinelli, ME ’01, reports that
she and husband Matt are doing well, living
with their three daughters in Singapore. The
family frequently travels and has been to Brunei,
Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City, Agra, Phuket, Koh Samui,
Chandigarh, Siem Reap, Penang, and Bombay over
the past few months. Lynn writes, “We’ve also had
a blast meeting other Cornellians and even Hunter
Rawlings during his visit to Singapore through the
local Cornell Club.” Zero to Three selected Samantha Berkule-Silberman to participate in the prestigious Leaders for the 21st Century Fellowship
program. Samantha is an assistant professor of
psychology at Manhattanville College; during the
two-year fellowship, she will examine the impact
of a relationship-based pediatric primary care intervention on attachment security in low socioeconomic status families. Her goal is to support
the parent-child relationship through modeling
and reinforcing rich verbal and play interactions.
Finally, in baby news, Stephanie Mah Spier
and husband Tom welcomed Owen Thomas on August 27. The Spier clan (including dog Hank) call
Boulder, CO, home. My family also grew recently,
with the addition of Abigail on November 12. My
husband Christopher Weld and I are thrilled to
be parents again, with Abby joining big sister
Claire. Looking forward to seeing many of you in
June! c Christine Jensen Weld, ckj1@cornell.
edu; and Andrea Chan, amc32@cornell.edu.
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Has spring arrived to your neck of
the woods as you read this column, or are you still buried in
snow and wearing warm clothing? Looking ahead,
there probably isn’t a better time to visit Ithaca
than the first part of summer. Please note that
our 10th Reunion will be June 9-12, 2011. Until
then, here are a few updates on our classmates.
After seven years of state service and most
recently serving as assistant secretary in the California Health and Human Services Agency, Jim
Alves accepted the position of director of economic development in the Sacramento Municipal
Utility District in January. Erica Chatfield Roberts
is also embarking on a new career as a federal law
enforcement officer. This past fall she attended
academy training at the Federal Law Enforcement
Training Center. She moved back to the D.C. area
when the Air Force assigned her husband to the
Pentagon. Congratulations to Rebecca Ciota on
recently opening her own law firm in Ridgefield,
CT. She writes that “having a significant visual disability is always a hurdle” and that she is adopting great coping mechanisms so that it does not
impact her firm. Rebecca also serves on the board
of SPHERE Inc., a nonprofit organization that
helps adults with disabilities (www.spherect.org).
The organization puts on shows at the local playhouse, exhibits member artwork, and works to
improve their lives. Her twin sister, who has
Down syndrome, is a member. Also in Connecticut, Katharine Lauren Bontecou Reichart lives
in Stratford and is learning to juggle the responsibilities of being a working full-time mom
to her daughter, 1, with husband Chris.
Jennifer Radi Greenberg and husband Brian
welcomed their first child, Meredith Ellen, on June
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12, ’09. She has very proud grandparents Steven
’77 and Christine Myer Radi ’78, and aunt
Stephanie Radi ’07. Jen is now a board-certified
pediatrician and Brian is finishing his residency
in emergency medicine. The young family resides
in the Cleveland, OH, area, and will be moving to
Rochester, NY, in June 2010. On Oct. 9, ’09, Matt
Jones married Kristin Mihalko in Hood River, OR.
Those celebrating the couple’s nuptials included
John Farden, Trina Lee, and Bernie Murphy. John
lives in D.C. with his wife, Lee Ann Richter ’03,
and works as an education specialist for Save the
Children (www.savethechildren.org). Trina took on
responsibility for another student organization this
fall, Oregon HOSA (Health Occupations Students of
America), and continues to serve as the executive
director for Oregon DECA (an association of marketing students). After a year in China, Bernie is
working on his MBA at UC Berkeley.
Those classmates also pursuing higher education include Sophie Aiyer, a doctoral candidate
at the U. of Virginia, studying applied developmental psychology. Last May, Leo Urbinelli
moved to NYC for his residency after graduating
from SUNY Upstate U. in Syracuse, NY. Since then
he has been working to complete a surgical residency at New York U. Medical Center in a combined general and plastic surgery program. In his
free time, Leo continues to enjoy following Cornell wrestling and athletics. And Christian Salvati is pursuing an international MBA at IE
Business School in Madrid, Spain. Tim Durham
works in academia as an assistant professor of
agriculture and biology at Nicholls State U. in
Thibodaux, LA. He also volunteers with Big Brothers Big Sisters as a mentor to youth at risk.
Sisters Miki Agrawal and Radha Agrawal
opened their second restaurant, Slice West Village
(www.sliceperfect.com) in December 2009. In addition to crafting a perfect slice of pizza, they also
serve pastas, local wines, and craft beers. Cornellians should especially come out on Wednesdays
for Cornell Night to enjoy happy-hour discounts.
Send news to: c Trina Lee, TKL6@cornell.edu;
or Lauren Wallach Hammer, LEW15@cornell.edu.
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Have you ever waited so long
for something that you forget
you were waiting for it, if you
ever even knew at all? When I write a letter to an
unknown person I usually settle on something simple like, “Hi,” or “What up,” but sometimes I go
with the formal, “To Whom It May Concern.” I’ve
written countless letters this way, and it wasn’t
until today that I realized just how one-sided
these letter-writing relationships have been. I’ve
been trying to concern other people in various
matters for the longest time, but no one has tried
to concern me. That is, until today. Today I opened
a letter sent to me from a Kristen Tranetzki and it
was addressed, “To Whom It May Concern,” and I,
for the first time ever, was the one to whom it
concerned. It concerned me. Imagine that.
This letter was written to share the accomplishment of our classmate Lawrence Elbaum, an
associate attorney at Proskauer Rose LLP, who was
honored at the Sanctuary for Families Above & Beyond Pro Bono Awards and Benefit. Lawrence has
provided pro bono representation and advocacy
on behalf of victims of domestic violence, as well
as Holocaust survivors, not to mention representing disabled women in custody battles. When he’s
not doing pro bono work, “Lawrence handles general litigation matters in both federal and state
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As usual, our classmates are up
to exciting adventures. Rob Profusek wrote to share the following: “There was a small reference to my business partner (Cornell Class of ’02) and me in the
November issue and I thought that I would send
some updates, too. I started a production company
almost three years ago focusing on film, television,
and emerging media, and working with brands in
conceiving original cinematic and broadcast content. Our first feature film, Holy Rollers, which we
co-produced, was accepted into Sundance and
screened in Park City in January. I couldn’t be more
happy to be back in Park City this year with Holy
Rollers (following up on last year) as well as moving forward with our other feature film projects
(nine in total)! In all this, we’re re-launching our
brand come January 1 as Toy Closet Films, which
will encapsulate all of our content under one roof.”
Mike Rutenberg is also starting new adventures. He moved to Las Cruces, NM, in January ’09
to become the secondary coach at New Mexico
State U. Congratulations on the move, Mike! While
some of us stopped after one degree, Dan Catropa, ME ’05, is working on his second master’s
degree at Tufts U. in engineering management. He
and Dayna Johnson celebrated their wedding in
October ’09. Dayna is working on her master’s as
well, at the Harvard Graduate School of Education. Congrats on the wedding!
Speaking of two degrees, Greg Drakos started business school at the U. of Southern California’s Marshall School and is simultaneously working
toward his master’s in real estate development at
the School of Policy, Planning, and Development.
Alissa Henza, meanwhile, is wrapping up academia, as she just finished her PhD in geology at
Rutgers U. Thomas Worden wrote from Korea to
share that he is staying busy with long days and
rewarding work at the Air Operations Center.
Catherine Wood, DVM ’07, is also abroad. She is
a veterinarian with Born Free in Lilongwe, Malawi.
Samantha and I are still out here on the
West Coast and eager to hear all of your news.
You can reach us at: c Sudha Nandagopal,
sn58@cornell.edu; and Samantha Buckingham
Noonan, swnoonan@gmail.com.
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If you read the New York Times
on Nov. 14, ’09, you might
have seen an article written
about Din Tolbert, a CALS graduate in Communications, who leads Shekinah, the Youth Church of
the Greater Allen A.M.E. Cathedral of NYC. What
makes his role unique is that the youth of the
church lead and run the parish, serving as their
own ushers, musicians, choir members, prayer
leaders, officers, and, some of the time, preachers.
This leadership style is a major influence in Din’s
own life and is what drives him to bring motivation to his kids in the parish now. “It brings great
joy to see the very kids that society has given up
on, now develop a friendly level of competition
with each other and with me. They know my SAT
scores and try to beat me.” His parish has mostly
grown by word of mouth, which is no small feat in
an organization bringing this much community
change. Din remembers his nights at Louie’s Lunch
(who knew his order by heart), and is quick to
thank Brian Earle ’67, MPS ’71, and Jeff Hancock,
his professors in the Communications department,
for their teaching and mentorship. “The books
from their classes are right on my shelf, alongside
my Bible.” Din is also a graduate student at the

Union Theological Seminary in NYC. He credits his
time at Cornell with giving him the opportunity to
interact socially and be exposed to so many new
experiences. He gives shout-outs to Ka’Ron Barnes
and Melissa Ariate—if you’re out there, Din would
love to hear from you! We at Cornell and the Class
of 2004 give you many congratulations, Din!
Do you remember Lisa Stechschult—one of
the stars of the Class Notes and the Cornell Chorus? Well, she writes, “I am almost finished with
my first semester of grad school in electrical and
computer engineering at the U. of Maryland. It’s
been nice to take a break from working and get
back to school for a while. I bought a house in
Silver Spring, MD, and feel like a real grownup!
I’ve continued singing—with my church’s praise
band and the Thomas Circle Singers, a chamber
choir in DC. I had a great time partying with Anne
Jones and Aja Falker ’05 at Kristin Dermody
Maggi’s wedding this September. Despite being
grown up enough to buy a house, I can’t believe
I’m grown up enough that my friends could be
getting married—even so, I couldn’t be happier
for Kristin and her new husband, Joe.”
John Cooney ’03: Lauren Mikulski is looking for you! We were able to get in touch with
her through the Class Notes section of the website. She writes, “I am a manager at Business Development in their global health group. I analyze
opportunities for BD in resource-limited settings
and emerging markets, manage marketing launch
efforts for new technologies in HIV/AIDS, TB, and
malaria, and manage BD’s public-private partnerships worldwide. BD’s global health strategy is to
advance health worldwide by increasing access to
health care, investing in new technologies, and
through technical support.” She remembers walking barefoot in the gorges during the summertime. Congrats on your great work!
Emily Marx wrote in November: “This past
weekend, Matt Perl and I were married in a beautiful ceremony at the Renaissance Vinoy Resort
and Golf Club in St. Petersburg, FL. It was an incredible weekend and we had tons of Cornellians
to celebrate with including Leah Wittman, Eli
Levine, Sarah Lindauer, Natalie Morin, Amanda Nulman Bates, Andrea Frieder Shey, Jeremy
Riley, Jamie Maxner, Giselle Balagat, Wendy
Soref, Sahar Hakakian, Ryan Schoen, and Mike
Mannarino. Bryan Galusha ’03, ME ’04, and Ashley Morgan ’02 also joined in the celebration.”
Matt and Emily met in a Spanish class freshman
year and spent their honeymoon in Spain. They
live in Manhattan—Emily is the director of national programs for Birthright Israel NEXT and
Matt is an equity options trader on the NYSE.
Those venturing back to Ithaca can drop in and
see Ari Epstein, the assistant director of the Office of the Assemblies at Cornell. In this role, he
wrote new software to conduct student, staff, and
faculty elections online and to handle budget applications, a great addition to a process I’m sure
we remember well! Congrats are in order, as well,
as Ari married Karimeh Shamieh, MRP ’10, and
bought a house in Ithaca in 2008. He notes that
he’d love to go “hiking or skiing out West” and
would most like to hear from Benita Chick.
Maybe you two can get together for this trip!
Jennifer Vanett Bretz hit her five-year anniversary working for Shire Pharmaceuticals, and
writes, “I am excited to further develop my career
with this company.” She remains active in the
greater Philadelphia area chapter of the Healthcare Businesswoman’s Association and volunteers
on the corporate relations committee. This past
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courts involving complex commercial disputes, intellectual property disputes, securities litigations,
insurance coverage, and various other actions. In
the majority of these disputes, Lawrence has represented Fortune 500 companies in the financial
sector, as well as in the pharmaceutical, real estate, and insurance industries.”
Pearl Ann Hendrix wrote in to share the birth
of her second son, Macintyre, with husband Charles
Jerdonek. Macintyre Hendrix Jerdonek entered the
world on October 15, 2009 at Princeton U. Medical
Center. Pearl and Charles have done an excellent
job spacing their children. Older brother Zeb is now
3 years old, and if I’m not mistaken, that is the
textbook recommended age for ideal sibling distribution. Also, Macintyre and Zeb are both rad names.
Now, just prove it can be done, the next two
paragraphs will share news many would find
hardly worth mentioning, but I beg to differ. Oftentimes it’s the little things that go unsaid that
are the most telling, so I’m happy to share an email thread that began when I asked my friends
for class news. Tamera Lee Stover started us off
by writing that she got a haircut after four
months and couldn’t afford to get new highlights—not so great “because it left kind of a
line where the hair is growing out.” She reports
that her haircut is only “enh,” but that “it’s in
the growing-out stage, so you can’t expect too
much.” Jen Chunn, PhD student at the U. of
Washington, responded with her own little update. She says, “It may be worth reporting that
I have NOT cut my hair in the last four months.
In fact, my hair is almost down to my . . . Please
stop me before I become a crazy woman who sits
on her hair.” Prominent lawyer Mary Lovejoy reports, “I’m PLANNING to get my hair cut next
week. I’m getting highlights too.”
While tossing her head seductively from side
to side, sailor Colleen Allard threw into the conversation the most impressive piece of hair news
yet: “I haven’t cut my hair in about two and a
half years and I’m so happy about it. It’s finally
nice and long again and I’m loving it.” Having recently left Hawaii for the chilly Northeast, she’ll
need the warmth. Virginia Morgan has been busy
graduating with her PhD from Columbia and moving to New Mexico, so she hasn’t gotten a haircut in nearly ten months. She does, however,
have this to say for herself: “I’ve actually called
about making an appointment to get it cut, but
their schedule and mine haven’t matched up well
yet. No highlights for me, though.”
Jason Freedman, who somehow neglected
to inform me of the state of his hair, did have
other news to share. He is currently chief resident in pediatrics at Children’s Hospital of New
York (Columbia U. Medical Center). He will be
starting a fellowship in pediatric oncology in
Philadelphia in July 2010. Lastly, Elisabeth
Morikawa married Eric Boden ’99 in September
2009 in Wilmington, DE. Among the more than
20 Cornellians at the wedding, classmates in attendance included Erin Donovan Deshon, Jana
Fuller, Jill Krawski, Claire Van Kerkhove
Lawrence, Kate Nearing, Stephen and Melissa
Freeman Price, Alene Sullivan, Kim Trout, and
Carolyn Zakrevsky. Eric and Liz live in New York
City, where Eric is an associate at the law firm of
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis and Liz is product manager for Macy’s Inc.
And that raps up the news. If you have anything to report please let either Carolyn or me
know at: c Jeffrey Barker, jrb41@cornell.edu;
Carolyn Deckinger, cmd35@cornell.edu.
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May, she married Kevin Bretz from Pottsville, PA,
and they live happily in Phoenixville, PA. c Anne
Jones, iamAnneJones@gmail.com.

05

Reunion will be here before you
know it. If you haven’t already
registered, it’s not too late.
Visit http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/reunion to
register, view the schedule, and see who else
plans on attending. A few days on campus—
”back to where it all began”—could be just the
weekend you need to re-connect with classmates
and Cornell. Some things (old and new) to check
out while you’re in town: a completed West Campus, Hot Truck, the remodeled Thurston Avenue
Bridge, late night Collegetown pizza, the new Life
Sciences Technology Building, Louie’s, and, my
personal favorite, the new teaching winery. If you
have a friend who is on the fence about attending reunion, he or she just may need a little
nudging from you. The more the merrier!
I hope the past five years’ worth of Class Notes
has you thinking about your old floor-mates or
study group. If you ever want to reach out and see
what they’re up to, don’t hesitate to submit an update or message to your class correspondents. Tom
Balcerski and Brian Levine, MS ’08, continue to
bowl together at Helen Newman Lanes. Brian is in
his fifth year in the Civil Engineering doctoral program, while Tom is in his first year in the History
doctoral program. Both Brian and Tom are involved
in reunion planning and eagerly await our class’s
first big get-together since graduation. They’re
not the only ones continuing their educations.
Elisa Cruz writes, “I’m at California State U., San
Bernardino, working toward a master’s of science
in counseling and guidance. I’ll concurrently earn
a California pupil personal services credential. Once
I’m done, I’d like to work as a counselor in a middle school or high school in Southern California.”
Zachary Weinstein is about to complete his
first year of medical school at McGill U. in Montreal. Meanwhile, Anna Karwowska is nearly finished with her second year at Poznan U. of Medical
Sciences in Poznan, Poland. In September, Greg
Chulsky completed a six-month, cross-country trip
across the US on his bicycle. His challenge was
to support himself with one-day jobs along the
way; he chronicled the trip on a blog (http://
andsoidepart.blogspot.com) and Facebook. Class
president Jason Jendrewski (New York City) is
completing his last semester of law school and
working as a law clerk at the National Football
League. He is thrilled to return to Cornell this June
for reunion and hopes that a record number of
classmates and friends will join him for what promises to be a most legendary weekend.
Jade Bailey-Assam has a new position within the same company, Wynn Encore, in Las Vegas. Formerly a PR manager, Jade now manages
social media and developing the brand’s presence
online. In her spare time, she has trained for and
participated in triathlons and half-marathons.
Jade did a triathlon last October and a halfmarathon in December. She had an awesome
Hawaii vacation last year, and is looking forward
to a trip to Macau, China, this summer to open
Wynn’s new property, Encore Macau. Evan Samek
quit his consulting job last August to start working with www.SpeakLike.com, an early-stage
technology start-up in New York City that enables
companies to conduct business in any language.
He has also been involved with Mind the Art, a
NYC-based collaborative arts and entertainment
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company, with which he helped produce a play
in the 2009 NYC Fringe Festival.
David Lifson, ME ’05, writes, “Upon graduating, I moved to Seattle to be a software developer at Amazon.com, then a product manager for
Amazon’s personalized recommendations group
(‘Because you bought this book, Amazon recommends…’). In fact, if you find a product on Amazon that does not have customer reviews, scroll
down and you’ll see a picture of me! I left Seattle
in the spring of 2008 to run the product development team for Etsy.com, the largest marketplace
for handmade goods. Last year, I left Etsy and
started my own startup called Postling, a social
media management tool for businesses—it allows
businesses to manage all of their social media accounts from a single place. We recently closed
some angel funding, hired our first few employees, and moved into office space in the Union
Square neighborhood of New York City. I’m currently living in Bayonne, NJ, with my high school
best friend, Will, and my girlfriend, Jessica.”
And lastly, a message from Chris Mitchell, who
has been volunteering his time to fundraise in
honor of our upcoming reunion. “Our 5th Reunion
marks the first opportunity for the Class of 2005 to
give back to Cornell in a big and meaningful way.
Together, our gifts will help to keep Cornell affordable for current and future students as well as establish us as a forced to be reckoned with for years
to come. The Class of 2005 has a tradition of starting new traditions—remember North Campus or
Jared Diamond? Please consider starting your own
tradition of making a gift to Cornell every year, and
please support the reunion campaign!” Looking
forward to seeing everyone on North Campus, June
10-13! c Michelle Wong, mrw29@cornell.edu;
and Jennifer Miel, miel.jennifer@gmail.com.

06

Wow, it’s the beginning of a
new decade and so much has
happened! Most of us are only
a quarter of a century old, so we have decades
ahead of us to continue pursuing our dreams . . .
while, of course, staying connected to the Cornell community!
2009 has been extremely productive and I’m
looking forward to 2010. To ring in the New Year,
I performed my original song, “Bottles Pop” (an
“Auld Lang Syne” remix), right after the ball
dropped on New Year’s Eve at the Doubletree Times
Square Hotel at New Year’s Nation (NYN). NYN is
a New Year’s Eve party that connects ten cities nationwide via a live stream broadcast and was
started by Jann Yogman ’93. I’ve also been working on other music projects throughout 2009, including collaborations with European singer/
producer Dan Balan (check out the music video of
“Chica Bomb” on YouTube!) and singer/songwriter/
producer Gerard McMann, from rock band GtomMac,
on a song called “Sugar Killer.” If you want to
hear some of my music, please check out katie
dicicco.com. Building my multi-media and events
company, Pinky Up Productions, has also kept me
busy. We produced several great events last year,
including one to benefit Bette Midler’s nonprofit, and another to benefit New York Cares and City
Harvest. Both multi-media events merged music,
fashion, and art to raise awareness about charitable causes (pinkyupny.com).
Fellow entrepreneur Albert Ko (Irvine, CA), coowner and founder of CheapCheapCheap LLC, was
voted one of the top 40 professionals under 40 in
Orange County by OC Metro Magazine. “I am still
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running CheapCheapCheap.com, which has been on
USAToday, SmartMoney, Associated Press, Fox News,
and more,” he writes. Julia Schlenker moved to
Hawaii in July to work on staff as a program director for Teach for America. When she last wrote in,
Julia’s fiancé, former Cornell ROTC member Matthew
Bovenzi, was working on the high seas as a navigator on a Naval destroyer. Matthew Sochor finished
74th in a recent Iditarod race. And Peter Choe is
a financial trader at Merrill Lynch in London.
Many of us ’06ers are pursuing higher education—keep it going! Matthew Turner completed
his master’s in equine science at the Royal (Dick)
School of Veterinary Studies at the U. of Edinburgh
(Scotland) in August ’08, and then transferred into
the DVM program at North Carolina State U.’s College of Veterinary Medicine. He currently lives in
Raleigh, NC, and expects to graduate in 2011.
Stephanie Whitehouse will graduate from Cornell
a second time this May with her master’s in Crop
and Soil Science with a concentration in Weed
Ecology. “After my responsibilities as a graduate
residential fellow for Bethe House are finished, I
plan to relocate to Philadelphia, PA, in August
and start a job in the floriculture industry,” she
writes. Dan Carmeli (Pittsburgh, PA) started law
school at the U. of Pittsburgh in August.
Since graduation, Colleen Bickel has been in
Seattle working in human resources for Starbucks
Coffee Co. at their corporate headquarters. She
planned to switch things up last September by
launching her career as a graduate student at
Georgetown U. to earn a master’s degree in government, focusing on democracy and governance,
with a regional focus in sub-Saharan Africa. She
hopes to establish a career in African aid. Also in
Seattle, Karlyn Beer attends U. of Washington,
where she’s a PhD student in molecular and cellular biology and has started a concurrent master’s in epidemiology. David Chen lived in Oregon
for two years while he worked for HSBC. His girlfriend, Sylvia Duran, worked for Nike while they
were out there. Now David is back in Ithaca as a
member of the Johnson School’s MBA Class of
2010. He wrote at the end of his first year to report, “I am in the capital markets and asset management immersion and will be a portfolio
manager for the Cayuga Fund in the fall.”
Wedding bells keep ringing! Shavonne Sargent tied the knot with Brian Morin, a lieutenant
in the US Navy, on Aug. 8, ’08. Since then,
Shavonne has been working as a consulting
forester, writing forest stewardship plans, and
overseeing timber harvests for private landowners in Maine. “I really love my work!”
Thank you so much for your updates and
please keep them coming in 2010 and the many
decades to follow! I look forward to hearing from
you soon. c Katie DiCicco, kad46@cornell.edu;
Nicole DeGrace, ngd4@cornell.edu.

07

Keep an eye on your Cornell mail
this spring! The class’s annual
News and Dues mailing will be
arriving soon—and with it the opportunity to let
your classmates know how you’re doing and what’s
been going on in your life. If you like hard copy,
fill out the News Form (write just a little or write
a lot) and send it back in the envelope provided.
Or if you prefer e-mail, you can send an update to
either Dana or Marianna at any time of year (addresses below). We want to hear from you!
Jennifer Sela (jennifer.sela@gmail.com)
is doing HIV research at the Ragon Inst. of
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I hope that 2010 is off to a
good start for everyone, and
that so far you are managing
to stick with those New Year’s resolutions! As we
transition from winter into spring (I for one am
excited for the warmer weather, although the
snow will be missed), we again bring you some
updates on our classmates.
Daniel Baer (go D-5!) tells us that he’s been
doing quite well. He lives in Milwaukee, WI, and
works as the assistant director for Camp Interlaken, a JCC overnight camp. He writes, “I have
been here a little over a year now and I am enjoying it a lot. In the off-season I do quite a bit
of traveling for camper/staff recruitment and conferences. Aside from that it’s a lot of planning,
marketing, and operations throughout the year.
It’s not exactly what I envisioned using my AEM
degree for, but so much of it applies and I am very
happy with my job!” Carlos Bethencourt and
Pablo Aponte each moved to China to learn Chinese. Pablo has since returned to Puerto Rico to
go to law school. Carlos has stayed in China and
partnered with some of his Chinese friends to
found Crossroads English, which is committed to
providing better educational opportunities in rural China. Check out the website—www.crossroads
english.org—and learn about this “socially responsible and innovative weekend English learning program for rural Chinese children,” that
“help[s] kids from ages 9 to 13 discover a passion
for learning English through interactive classes.”
There are both volunteer and teaching opportunities, so take a look and see how you can contribute to your fellow classmate’s endeavor.
Samantha Spindel, ME ’08, works for the
Food and Drug Administration as a biomedical
engineer. She also joined the US Public Health
Service (one of the seven uniformed services) as

‘

position. She writes that she would rather be “a
student at Cornell!” right now, and she fondly remembers “lounging on a cold snowy day in her
apartment with my six roommates,” which I’m
sure we can all relate to and miss! David Colucci,
who lives and works in New York City, has been
busy blogging during his out-of-work hours, and
urges all of his fellow alumni to check out his
music blog, www.albumoftheweek.net. Keep sending in your news; we’d love to hear from you! c
Libby Boymel, lkb24@cornell.edu; Elana Beale,
erb26@cornell.edu.
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Massachusetts General Hospital, MIT, and Harvard.
“Also, I do volunteer work at Mass General, the
MSPCA, and the Boston Living Center—’a nonprofit
community and resource center that helps HIV positive people through peer leadership and support
by providing education, treatment information, and
support services, with the goal of empowering
members to live productive lives and participate
within their families and communities.’ I plan to
apply to medical school this year, to begin in the
fall of 2011.” Erica Riegger (emriegger@gmail.
com) is in her first year of medical school at Loyola Stritch School of Medicine in Chicago. “I love
it, and the area is nice—less snowy than Ithaca,
but definitely colder. I worked for two years between undergrad and medical school conducting
HIV vaccine research for the Walter Reed Army
Inst. of Research in the Military HIV Research Program. I loved my work and was extremely motivated to go to medical school in order to focus
on the clinical applications of research.”
Bill McCarthy (william_mccarthy@ml.com)
works as a financial advisor for Merrill Lynch in
their Global Wealth Management Division in
Rochester, NY. He was married in August 2008.
ILR grad Michele Malejki ’06 worked for three
years in investment banking in NYC, and has
moved to Siem Reap, Cambodia, to use her finance skill to help the poorest of the poor by
heading up a microfinance NGO project. She was
joined in Cambodia by Hotelie Andres Orta Castro, who has taken a position as revenue manager at Le Meridien Angkor Hotel.
Michael Oak, MPS ’09 (meo29@cornell.edu)
writes: “I am working as a statistician for the US
Dept. of Agriculture, National Agricultural Statistics Service in the Pennsylvania Field Office in
Harrisburg, PA. Sherry Deane ’90 is a coworker
and has helped me adjust to the office since I
moved here in June. I met up with Rob Farnham
’09 and Chelsea Hoover ’10 at the Pennsylvania
Farm Show in January. I would be interested in
hearing from classmates and fellow Alpha Zeta
members.” Jess Park works as a consultant at
Capgemini and volunteers at a Sunday school
teaching very energetic 5-year-olds. She plans to
run the 2010 NYC Marathon (her first long-distance run ever) this coming November and would
love to have fellow runners join her. “If you are
interested in training with me, supporting me, or
forming a Cornell runners’ group, please e-mail
me at jp357@cornell.edu.
Second-generation Cornellian Sarah Peace
(daughter of David ’75 and Laurie Rothe Peace
’75) graduated from U. of Michigan Law School in
December 2009. “I am currently studying for the
Bar exam and hope to celebrate my admission to
the Colorado Bar Association by visiting my best
friend Paige Cerand in NYC. I begin my career as
a labor and employment associate at Sherman &
Howard LLC in Denver this spring.” Nausheen Rokerya, BS ILR ’06 (nrokerya@gmail.com), another future lawyer, writes: “Since graduating, I have
gotten married to fellow Cornell alum Aamir
Basheer ’06. I will be graduating from Brooklyn
Law School this coming May and starting work as
a labor and employment attorney at Proskauer
Rose the following year. My relationships with my
fellow Cornellians have stayed strong. In fact,
members of a former dance team that I was part
of while at Cornell actually performed at our wedding. I am always happy to read about the positive things the university is doing.” Send your
news to: c Dana Sckolnick, drs45@cornell.edu;
or Marianna Gomez, mag95@cornell.edu.

09

In two short months, the Class
of 2010 will graduate and we
will no longer be the youngest
Cornell alumni! Here is what a few ’09ers are up
to this winter.
Alyssa Ehrlich is an assistant account executive in corporate and public affairs at Edelman
Public Relations. Tyler Herman is a working actor in Washington, DC. He is starting a theatre
company called the Alchemy Arts Project and has
also been hired by the D.C. public school system
to start a theatre department in one of the area
public schools, the School Without Walls. Dan
Gologorsky is attending Dartmouth Medical
School, where he is now a second-year med student. He was recently accepted to the Tuck School
of Business at Dartmouth, where he will be pursuing a combined MD/MBA degree. He can’t wait
to go to NYC and catch up with Cornell friends!
Cooper Hawley is living in Buffalo and had already had six inches of snow by early November!
Not much has changed since leaving Ithaca.
Adam Kressel is working on a master’s degree in physiology at Georgetown U. Chelsea
Howe’s independent study project and thesis at

Chelsea Howe’s thesis turned into a
full-fledged commercial iPhone game.

’

Caroline Newton ’09
a lieutenant last October. In January, she began
a PhD program in bioengineering at the U. of
Maryland, while still working at the FDA. Rebecca Wolozin tells us, “I got back to the States a
few months ago from France, where I was teaching English in public elementary schools. Now I
am in Washington, DC, working as a paralegal for
the Federal Trade Commission and exploring the
District! Some excellent discoveries include
chocolate ravioli at Eastern Market and brunch
at the Tabard Inn restaurant. One thing I certainly brought back from France was an appreciation of good food!” For the past year, Perry
Solem has worked on infrastructure projects in
Iceland. Jonathan Tamayo finished 21st in the
2009 World Series of Poker Main Event in July
2009, and now plays poker professionally. He
writes, “I actually like the lifestyle and freedom
and want to do this as long as it’s viable, so who
knows, it could be another three years—or another 20 years—that I’m doing this.”
Stephanie Katz has been working as brand
ambassador for Ivanka Trump Fine Jewelry. After
graduating from Cornell, she went on to obtain
a graduate gemologist degree from the Gemological Inst. of America, which led to her current

Cornell turned into a full-fledged commercial
iPhone game called Tipoli! She got a publishing
contract the day after graduation and started a
company to produce it. Give it a try! Mike Goldstein’s favorite memory from Cornell has got to
be the Lynah Stampede of freshman year. He
fondly remembers sharing his misery alongside
friends as he was smothered and crushed by a sea
of crazed Cornell hockey fans. But putting aside
the uncomfortable moment, the Lynah Stampede
symbolizes the overwhelming support that Cornell gave to its men’s hockey team in 2005-06,
which nearly led them to the Frozen Four.
Evan Brown is currently with Volunteers for
Tanzania, helping to build elementary schools for
underprivileged children. He works during the week
and spends weekends with his host family, the Jumas. Since he was unable to come home for the
holidays, Evan is very excited about seeing family and friends this summer. Eileen Quigley and
Kathryn Thompson are serving in the Jesuit Volunteer Corps. Eileen is working at Central Arizona
Shelter Services (CASS) in Phoenix, and Kathryn
is at Civicorps Schools in Oakland. Stay in touch!
Send your news to: c Caroline Newton, cmn35@
cornell.edu; or Julie Cantor, jlc252@cornell.edu.
March | April 2010
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Alumni Deaths

’38 BS Ag—Robert N. Marshall of Decatur, IL,
February 7, 2003.
’38 BLArch—Stuart M. Mertz of Cary, NC, August 3, 2003. Chi Phi.

’27 MD—Lyman G. Fussell of Amherst, NH, formerly of Mineola, NY, September 24, 2009; general practitioner; chief police surgeon, Nassau
County Police Dept.
’28 BA, MA ’35—Margaret Bradley Klauss of
Webster, NY, April 10, 2008; English teacher;
Webster village clerk; active in community and
religious affairs. Kappa Kappa Gamma.
’29 BA—Anor Whiting Van Winkle of Mystic, CT,
and Rutherford, NJ, September 15, 2002; homemaker; librarian; active in civic, community, religious, and alumni affairs. Delta Gamma
’30—Myra Lackland Frazer of San Diego, CA, November 27, 2003.
’30 BA—S. Robert Sientz of Salt Lake City, UT,
March 29, 2005. Zeta Beta Tau.
’32 BME, BEE ’33—William P. Beyerle Jr. of
Sykesville, MD, December 8, 2004. Alpha Tau
Omega.
’32 BS HE, MA ’39—Edythe King Fulton (Mrs.
James S., PhD ’34) of Houston, TX, October 19,
2009; German instructor, U. of Houston; active
in civic, community, and professional affairs.
’32—Marjorie Firestone Liebschutz of Pittsford,
NY, June 18, 2004. Alpha Epsilon Phi.
’33 GR—Helen Doran Cooney of Rochester, NY,
February 20, 2003.
’33 BA—Arthur Phillips Jr. of Vero Beach, FL,
June 21, 2004; stockbroker. Zeta Beta Tau.
’34, BCE ’35—John U. Wiesendanger of East
Winthrop, ME, April 9, 2004; civil engineer; engineering consultant, Central Maine Power; veteran; author; active in civic, community,
professional, and religious affairs. Theta Xi.
’35 MD—Edward A. Loeb of Alta Loma, CA,
March 12, 2003; pediatrician.

’37 BA—Adele Rethorn Anderson (Mrs. Paul F.
’34) of Corrales, NM, August 13, 2009; substitute
teacher, Albuquerque Public Schools; active in
community and religious affairs. Kappa Delta.

’37 BA—Barbara Heath Britton of St. Petersburg, FL, September 12, 2004; bookkeeper. Kappa Delta.

’39 BS HE—Eudora Hendrickson Hruschka (Mrs.
Howard W. ’37) of Kansas City, MO, October 20,
2009; homemaker.

’37, BS Ag ’38—Irving A. Jenkins of Las Vegas,
NV, October 8, 2009; active in alumni affairs.
Wife, Ludmilla (Uher) ’37.

’39 MS—Albert I. Ingham of Sarasota, FL, January 22, 2002.

’37 BA, MD ’41—Joseph A. Leonard of Rancho
Mirage, CA, July 6, 2004; physician; veteran. Tau
Delta Phi.
’37 BS Ag—Louise Lee Robinson of Albuquerque, NM, November 3, 2009; active in community and religious affairs.
’37 DVM—Morris Siegel of Boca Raton, FL, April
8, 2003; veterinarian; active in alumni affairs.
’37-39 SP Ag—Robert C. Snavlin of Tully, NY,
October 2, 2009; owner, Snavlin Farms; veteran;
active in civic, community, professional, and religious affairs.

’39 BA, JD ’41—Rev. Frederick L. Turner of
Horseheads, NY, October 16, 2009; Methodist
minister; taught at Elmira College; author; active
in community, professional, and religious affairs.

’37—George M. Stone of Sault Sainte Marie, MI,
September 23, 2002.

’40 BS HE—Lois Bentley Katovich of Union
Springs, NY, December 12, 2003.

’38 BS Ag—Robert J. Ames of Ithaca, NY, October 26, 2009; professor emeritus, Dept. of
Communications, Cornell U.; director, County Information Services, College of Agriculture, Cornell; agricultural county agent, NYS Cooperative
Extension; also worked for the Cornell Athletic
Dept.; active in community, professional, and
alumni affairs.

’40 BA—William A. L. Kaufmann of Dover, DE,
June 24, 2003. Theta Xi.

’38-39 GR—Frances Waring Fletcher of Falls
Church, VA, October 15, 2003.

’36 BA—Howard L. Forman of Brooklyn, NY, August 20, 2004. Alpha Epsilon Pi.

’38 BA, LLB ’40—Robert O. Klausmeyer of
Cincinnati, OH, October 1, 2009; retired attorney. Sigma Chi.

’36 BME—Henry H. Michelsen of North Scituate,

’39 BA—Daniel W. Kops of North Branford, CT,
November 14, 2009; broadcast journalist; president, Kops-Monahan Communications; partner,
WAVZ, WKCI, and other radio stations; veteran;
active in civic, community, professional, and
alumni affairs. Beta Sigma Rho.
’39-41 SP Ag—Samuel B. Phelps Jr. of Walden,
NY, October 1, 2009; retired farmer; builder;
newspaper columnist; bird of prey rehabilitator;
active in civic and community affairs.

’35 BA—Eleanor Bergman Stiller of Buffalo, NY,
October 7, 2009. Sigma Delta Tau.

’36 DVM—Clark A. Metz of Dubuque, IA, December 1, 2003; veterinarian; veteran.

’39 DVM—Richard J. Bridgman of Fort Worth,
TX, November 4, 2009; veterinarian.

’37 MS—Richard F. Brewster of Williamsville, NY,
April 12, 2004.

’38 BME—Sherwood A. Clow of Payson, AZ, October 10, 2009; mechanical engineer; veteran;
active in religious affairs. Phi Sigma Kappa.

’36 BS Ag—John J. Hayes Jr. of Palm Beach, FL,
September 30, 2003; active in alumni affairs.

’38 BA—Muriel Cook Thomas (Mrs. Jack A. ’38)
of Island Park, ID, October 4, 2009; active in
community and religious affairs. Alpha Phi.

’39 BA—Frances Hartman Freer (Mrs. Clarence
L. ’41) of Rapid River, MI, October 24, 2009;
kindergarten and Head Start teacher; active in
community and professional affairs. Pi Beta Phi.

’35 BA—Doris Kaplan Rosenberg of Bogota, NJ,
March 16, 2009.

’36 BA, PhD ’39—Lewis M. Freed of West
Lafayette, IN, November 2, 2009; retired English
professor; veteran; author.
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RI, December 5, 2002; engineer. Delta Kappa
Epsilon.

’38 BS Ag—Dorothy V. Kley of Brooklyn, NY, December 26, 2008; microbiologist.
’38—Mary Dildine Landon of King Ferry, NY,
June 1, 2009; retired bursar, Wells College; secretary; active in community and religious affairs.
’38, BA ’39—Marjorie Shenk Major of Dublin,
OH, November 8, 2009; pilot. Chi Omega. Husband, Coleman J. Major, PhD ’41.
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’40 DVM—Carleton R. Kelsey of Rockford, IL,
May 29, 2009; veterinarian. Alpha Psi.
’40—Elizabeth Wilson Morris of Hilton Head Island, SC, formerly of Tonawanda, NY, October 17,
2009; worked for ModPak Corp.; musician; active
in community affairs.
’40 BEE—Irving M. Saffitz of Potomac, MD, October 4, 2005; electrical engineer.
’40 BA—Margaret Work Stone (Mrs. Winfield S.
’35, PhD ’40) of East Greenbush, NY, November
19, 2009; active in alumni affairs.
’41 MS, PhD ’43—Roice H. Anderson of Logan,
UT, October 12, 2004.
’41, BS HE ’42—Ruth Cothran Carbone of San
Jose, CA, March 10, 2002.
’41 MA, PhD ’51—Jack H. Crouch of Tucson, AZ,
July 24, 2003; professor emeritus of English, U.
of Colorado, Boulder.
’41-43 SP Ag—Robert M. Ellnor of Appleton,
NY, January 23, 2004.
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’41 BS Ag—Elaine Ely Harrington of Cooperstown, NY, October 30, 2009.
’41 BA, MD ’44—Kathleen Spellman McLaurin
of Raleigh, NC, formerly of Cincinnati, OH, October 30, 2009; physician; active in civic and community affairs. Alpha Omicron Pi.
’41 MS—Harrison S. Nesbit of Powhatan, VA, October 23, 2009; worked for Griffin Pipe; veteran.
’41 BS Ag—Fred A. Rosekrans of Parkland, FL,
September 19, 2009; attorney, Town of Greene,
Greene Central School, and Village of Greene; veteran; active in civic, community, professional,
and alumni affairs.
’41 MS HE—Betty May Thompson of Cincinnati,
OH, November 1, 2004; teacher, Cincinnati Country Day School.
’41—Norman E. Tuttle of Westfield, MA, October 20, 2009; owner, Norita Assoc.; also worked
for GE and B & E Tool; active in community and
religious affairs.
’42 BA—Winona Chambers Banister (Mrs.
George B. ’42, MD ’45) of San Rafael, CA, February 17, 2004. Kappa Alpha Theta.
’42 BS HE—Ellen Quackenbush Conaway of
Dillsboro, IN, October 27, 2009; home economics teacher.
’42 BS Ag, DVM ’45—Alvin Evans of Toronto,
Ontario, January 1, 2004.
’42 BME—Richard E. Ford of Waukesha, WI,
June 24, 2009; mechanical engineer; active in
alumni affairs. Sigma Phi.
’42 BA, PhD ’46—Bruce I. Granger of St. Paul,
MN, August 2, 2009; retired English professor,
Oklahoma U.; scholar of early American history
and politics; also taught at U. of Wisconsin and
U. of Colorado; author; active in community and
professional affairs. Cayuga Lodge.
’42 MA—Beulah Wiley Hodge (Mrs. Francis R.,
PhD ’48) of Austin, TX, November 28, 2009; host
of KLRU Public TV and KUT-FM radio shows “Nigh
Noon” and “People and Ideas”; taught dramatic
interpretation and English literature, Carroll College; also taught at the School of Fine Arts, Banff,
Alberta; active in civic and community affairs.
’42 BS Ag—Phyllis Breese Hullum of Dallas, TX,
November 12, 2009; taught nursing, Grayson
County Junior College; nurse, US Public Health
Service.
’42—Doris Hughes Jordan (Mrs. Clarence A.,
DVM ’40) of Morgan, VT, November 7, 2009; assisted with husband’s veterinary practice; dietician; active in community and religious affairs.
’42—Lt. Col. Paul Liston of Smithfield, RI, October 10, 2009; chief of missile systems training
and nuclear inspector general, US Army; also
worked for defense contractors and computer
companies; veteran.

’42—Philip D. Mittell of Los Angeles, CA, April
8, 2002; vertical transportation consultant. Chi Psi.
’42 BS HE—Marjorie Ryther Murphy of Eden,
NY, November 4, 2009; nutritionist; also worked
at Service Systems Inc. and Eden Central High
School.
’42 DVM—D. L. Proctor Jr. of Lexington, KY, November 8, 2009; equine veterinarian; veteran; active in professional affairs. Alpha Psi.
’42 PhD—Noel P. Ralston of Okemos, MI, November 7, 2009; professor emeritus and asst.
dean of the College of Agriculture, Michigan
State U.; director, Michigan State Cooperative Extension Service; deputy director, Federal Extension Service; associate director of science and
education, USDA; dairy extension specialist; veteran; active in community, professional, and religious affairs.
’42 BA—Robert T. Shays of Edgewater, NJ, June
26, 2009. Tau Kappa Epsilon.
’42 BCE — James G. Tripp Jr. of Greensboro,
NC, October 27, 2009; retired owner, J. G. Tripp
& Assocs.; retired VP, Winston Bros.; tunnel construction expert; veteran; active in community,
professional, religious, and alumni affairs. Sigma Nu.

May 11, 2008; retired environmental engineer.
’43 BS Ag—Robert D. Ladd of Poolesville, MD,
October 1, 2009; operated Haverhill Int’l and Research Management Co.; member, Hoover Commission; office manager, Vice President Nixon;
executive director, US Jaycees; also worked for Nat’l
Dairy; veteran; active in professional and alumni
affairs. Seal & Serpent. Wife, Carol (Bowman) ’43.
’43, BS Ag ’44—Robert W. Larson of Freeville,
NY, November 12, 2009; founder, Larson Mortgage Co.; founder, Howlar Construction Co.; housing commissioner, Township of Edison, NJ;
special consultant to the Polish government; veteran; active in civic, community, professional,
and alumni affairs. Phi Sigma Kappa.
’43 BS Nurs—Ruth Ulmschneider Rapp of Conshohocken, PA, June 29, 2006.
’43 BME—Richard W. Reed of San Mateo, CA,
October 26, 2009; entrepreneur; philanthropist;
veteran; active in civic, community, professional, and religious affairs. Chi Phi.
’43—Rachel Wagner Ronan of Albuquerque, NM,
April 27, 2003.
’43 BME—George L. Swallow of Lakewood, CO,
October 9, 2009; engineer and industrial hygienist; veteran; active in professional affairs.

’42 LLB—Edward A. Walsh of Lutz, FL, formerly of Denver, CO, November 18, 2009; attorney;
veteran; active in civic, community, professional, and alumni affairs.

’43 BArch—Lilian Sturges Woolford of Mobile,
AL, October 28, 2009; gardener; active in community affairs. Alpha Phi.

’42—Frank H. Westcott of Wells Bridge, NY, August 2, 2003.

’44—Mark W. Adams of Naples, NY, November
13, 2003; poultry and crop farmer.

’42 BS HE—Marguerite Horn Zarger of Corry, PA,
October 15, 2003; dietician.

’44—William B. Bache of Otterbein, IN, October 7, 2004.

’43 BME—Herbert F. Bernard of Wayland, MA,
November 1, 2009; VP, European expansion, Factory Mutual Insurance; also worked for Dewey
and Almy; active in community and alumni affairs. Sigma Phi.

’44, BS HE ’43—Lois Zimmerman Gerow of
Naples, FL, November 27, 2007; retired realtor.
Kappa Alpha Theta.

’43 BS HE—Mary Pearson Brandis of New Hartford, NY, November 10, 2009; dietician, Sarah
Lawrence College; also worked at IBM; active in
community, professional, and alumni affairs.
Delta Gamma.
’43, BS Ag ’44—Sister Mary James Vincent
Buttino of Kingston, Jamaica, November 3,
2009; vice principal and head, science dept., Immaculate Conception High School; biology and
chemistry teacher; Catholic doctrine teacher, St.
Aloysius Primary School; missionary; active in
community, professional, and religious affairs.
’43 BS HE—Ann Morgenstern Cohen of Scarsdale, NY, November 28, 2005; retired teacher.
’43 DVM—Abie Goldberg of Forest Hills, NY, August 10, 2009; veterinarian; veteran; active in
community, professional, and religious affairs.

Alumni Deaths

’41 BA—S. Clifford Gilbert of Tarzana, CA, June
27, 2009; ophthalmologist; staff physician, St.
Joseph Hospital; veteran.

’44 BS Ag—John N. Knight of Interlaken, NY,
October 31, 2009; retired sheep farmer; veteran;
active in professional affairs. Alpha Gamma Rho.
’44, BA ’47, MBA ’48—Jerry Levitan of New
York City, December 4, 2009; VP of marketing,
Revlon; also worked in finance for the Port Authority of New York; veteran; active in community and alumni affairs.
’44 MCE, PhD ’46—Michael M. H. Loh of Orange, CA, January 1, 2005; civil engineer. Wife,
May (Hu), GR ’45-46.
’44 MD—Robert N. Lundberg of Gloucester, MA,
November 18, 2008; chief of surgery, Addison
Gilbert Hospital; veteran; active in civic, community, and professional affairs.
’44, BA ’76—M. Dan Morris of Ithaca, NY, November 9, 2009; author; communications consultant; civil engineer; veteran; active in
community, professional, and alumni affairs.

’43 BS HE—Dorothy Eckstein Hyde (Mrs. Richard
E. ’44) of Framingham, MA, November 25, 2009;
retired teacher; active in alumni affairs.

’44—John T. Newmark of Chicago, IL, October
17, 2004. Delta Chi.

’43, BCE ’46—Edward J. Kendrick of Carmel, NY,

’44, BA ’43—Marjorie Reuben Ruderfer of White
March | April 2010
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Plains, NY, November 7, 2009; worked for White
Plains board of education, United Service for New
Americans, and Bamberger’s department store;
active in community affairs.

’46 BA—Janet Curtin Horning of Lawrenceville,
GA, November 28, 2009; chemist, Solvay; also
worked for Mohawk Carpets; homemaker; active
in community and alumni affairs.

’44—Richard H. Schradieck of Westborough,
MA, formerly of Wellesley, MA, August 29, 2007;
entrepreneur; veteran. Delta Phi.

’46 BS Nurs—Nancy Bousfield Johnson of Claverack, NY, April 7, 2009; pediatric nurse; medical
receptionist; active in community and religious
affairs. Husband, Robert R. Johnson, MD ’47.

’44, BA ’47—Arnold J. Smith of Gloversville, NY,
September 27, 2009; president, Robison & Smith;
veteran; active in community, professional, and
religious affairs.
’44, BS Ag ’47—Earl N. Withiam of Canandaigua,
NY, September 21, 2009; insurance agent; owner,
Stickney Agency; veteran; active in community
and religious affairs. Cayuga Lodge.
’44, BME ’46—Maurice J. Zubkoff of Silver
Spring, MD, September 7, 2009; retired engineer;
veteran; photographer.
’45 BS Hotel—Patricia Will Adams (Mrs. John C.
’48) of Dresher, PA, formerly of Martinsville, NJ, October 7, 2009; executive secretary, Thomas & Betts.
’45—Rafael Castro-Amy of Hixson, TN, January
22, 2004.
’45 DVM—Harold J. Cummings of Chatham, NY,
November 9, 2009; veterinarian; ran rabies clinics, Columbia County Dept. of Health; also
worked for USDA and NYS Dept. of Agriculture
and Markets; veteran; active in civic, community, professional, and alumni affairs. Alpha Psi.
’45, MD ’47—Joseph L. Gluck of West Grove,
PA, formerly of Red Bank, NJ, and New Bern, NC,
November 23, 2009; cardiologist and internist;
taught medicine at East Carolina U.; veteran; active in community affairs.
’45—Mary Chirico Macrina of Hershey, PA, September 23, 2004.
’45 BA—Ruth Bussell McKay of Slidell, LA, formerly of Albuquerque, NM, and Holmdel, NJ, November 2, 2009; active in community and alumni
affairs. Kappa Alpha Theta.

’48 MS Ag, PhD ’49—C. Wendell Carlson of
Midway, KY, formerly of Katy, TX, and Brookings,
SD, August 5, 2009; professor, South Dakota
State U.; veteran; active in professional and religious affairs.
’48 MD — Marcia K. Iddles of Harwich, MA,
June 18, 2007; retired elementary school
teacher; piper; active in community and religious affairs.

’46 PhD—Cullen B. Owens of Albuquerque, NM,
March 24, 2005; retired speech professor, U. of
New Mexico.

’48 BS Ag—Margaret Brown Immen of Defiance,
MO, March 16, 2003. Husband, Frederick H. Immen ’50.

’46 BEE—William G. Papsco of Windsor, CA,
September 27, 2009; pioneer in open plan interiors for offices and schools; founder and owner, Pele Nevada precious metals processor; real
estate investor; active in community and alumni affairs.

’48 BS HE—Faye Pfleider Kellogg of West Melbourne, FL, and Fishers Landing, NY, October 18,
2009; worked for Cornell Extension in Steuben,
Genesee, Montgomery, and Fulton counties; coowner, Bill & Jack’s Marina; active in alumni affairs. Husband, Elisha W. Kellogg ’43.

’46 BS HE—Arlene MacNall Quigley of Stamford,
CT, November 2, 2009; teacher, Greenwich Country Day School; active in civic, community, religious, and alumni affairs.

’48 BS Ag—Esther Friedgut Marshall of Denver,
CO, December 1, 2007.

’46 BA, MD ’50—Joan E. Rider of Lexington, KY,
November 4, 2007; pediatrician; active in civic,
community, professional, religious, and alumni
affairs. Husband, Claude W. Trapp Jr., MD ’50.
’46 MA—Lawrence M. Stolurow of La Jolla, CA,
August 14, 2009; professor of education and director, Center for Educational Experimentation,
Development, and Evaluation, U. of Iowa; chairman, Dept. of Education, and executive director,
Inst. for Research and Learning, Stony Brook; director, Computer Aided Instruction Lab, Harvard
U.; psychology professor, U. of Illinois; jeweler;
veteran; author; active in professional affairs.
’46—Ralph D. Young of McCandless, PA, May
15, 2005.
’47—George C. Andrews of Reillanne, France,
October 1, 2009; author; scholar of the history
and effects of drugs.

’46 MD—Charles H. Crane of Leavenworth, KS,
November 28, 2009; physician.

’47 BME—Carl W. Ferris of Rock Hall, MD, November 26, 2009; mechanical engineer; active
in alumni affairs. Sigma Nu. Wife, Constance (Foley) ’47.

’46 BS Ag—John I. Eckerson of Akron, NY, August 30, 2009; historian emeritus; active in
alumni affairs.

’47, BA ’49—Ruth Long Miller of Parker, CO,
February 6, 2003. Husband, Whitney B. Miller ’49.

’46 LLB—Calvin E. Mansell of San Antonio, TX,
December 8, 2005; attorney; veteran; active in
civic and community affairs.

’46 MEd, PhD ’54—Clark C. Carnal of St. Petersburg, FL, and Norwich, NY, November 9, 2009;
superintendent of schools in Oswego, E. Syracuse,
Lansing, and Monticello, NY; professor of educational administration, Atlanta U.; active in community and religious affairs.

’46 BA—Elaine Schmidt Di Gabriele of New Hyde
Park, NY, October 10, 2009; teacher; union
leader; active in community affairs. Kappa Delta.
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’46—Dugro Scholler Leroux of Downington, PA,
January 24, 2008.

veteran; active in community and religious affairs. Tau Beta Phi.

’47, BS Ag ’53—Carol R. Crane of Montour Falls,
NY, January 17, 2005; retired from Westinghouse.

’47—L. Edward Hobbs Jr. of Burt, NY, March 29,
2002. Wife, Joan (Hillick) ’52.

’46—William H. Grigson Jr. of York, PA, November 14, 2009. Sigma Chi.

’47 BS HE—Adrina Casparian Kayaian of Flushing, NY, September 23, 2009; retired assistant
food editor; worked on “How America Lives” series for Ladies Home Journal; active in community, religious, and alumni affairs.

’46 BEE—Warren G. Herzog of Shelton, WA,
June 6, 2005; electrical engineer; veteran; active
in professional affairs.

’47 BA—Arthur P. Kraemer of Westmont, NJ,
October 19, 2009; worked for RCA; worked with
Holman Leasing and ARI Automotive Rental;
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’48, BS Ag ’49—Jack Marson of Sunrise Lakes,
FL, May 24, 2008; active in civic and community affairs.
’48 BA—Helen B. McAllister of Arlington, VA,
April 15, 2002.
’48 PhD—Ralph E. Miegel of Wilmington, DE,
December 2, 2004; chemist, DuPont Co.; veteran; active in religious affairs.
’48 BME—Gerald Newberg of Bridgeport, CT,
April 25, 2009; veteran.
’48 MS Ag—Edward H. Piper of Damariscotta,
ME, November 1, 2009; executive director, Maine
Bluberry Commission; asst. director, Maine Agricultural Experiment Station; veteran; active in
community and religious affairs.
’48 BA, MA ’49—Frank Powdermaker Jr. of
Newton Centre, MA, June 1, 2004; veteran.
’48 LLB—George A. Reed of Naples, NY, October 25, 2005; retired judge, Ontario County, NY;
active in civic affairs.
’48 MD—Clayton Rich of Kirkland, WA, February
22, 2007; former dean, Stanford U. School of
Medicine; associate dean, U. of Washington
School of Medicine; chief of staff, Seattle V.A.
Hospital; provost and exec. dean of the College
of Medicine, Oklahoma U. Health Sciences Center; asst. professor, Rockefeller U.; veteran; active in professional affairs.
’48 BS Nurs—Marion Kindig Russell of Taunton,
MA, September 19, 2009; opened the palliative
care unit at UMass Memorial Medical Center; hospice and liaison nurse; active in community and
religious affairs.
’48 BME—Col. Richard L. Seidel of Wilmington,
DE, July 9, 2005.
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’48 BA—Ruth Grover Tubbs of Jacksonville, NY,
November 20, 2009; retired chemist; active in religious affairs.
’48—Marilynne Macdonald Vanderhaden of Liverpool, NY, January 4, 2008; art teacher, North
Syracuse School District; active in community,
professional, and alumni affairs.
’48 BS ORIE—Benjamin R. Wetenhall Jr. of Orangeburg, SC, September 22, 2009; businessman;
worked for American Yard Products and Eastman
Kodak; chairman, Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical
College Commission; veteran; active in community and religious affairs.
’48, BA ’47, MS ’48—Raymond A. Winthrop of
Seneca Falls, NY, August 1, 2004.
’49 BA—Estelle Palezny Callaghan (Mrs. Richard
C. ’49) of Summit, NJ, November 26, 2009;
worked in biochemistry dept. at Brookhaven Nat’l
Laboratory and Dayton Hospital laboratory; active
in community, religious, and alumni affairs.
’49-50 GR—William H. Cooper of Chestertown,
MD, August 27, 2008. Wife, Priscilla (Cornwall) ’50.
’49 BA—Richard W. Fincher of Miami, FL, August 10, 2002. Phi Delta Theta.
’49 BS Ag—Edward A. Klein of Orlando, FL, January 22, 2004; production supervisor, Borden
Dairy and Perfection Dairies; veteran.
’49 BME—Marilyn Thatcher Kreider of Sun City
Center, FL, September 22, 2009; homemaker; active in religious and alumni affairs.
’49 BS HE—Barbara Corell Lawrence of Schenectady, NY, October 15, 2009; active in civic,
community, religious, and alumni affairs. Delta
Gamma.
’49 BA—Leonore Feinberg Miller of Hartsdale,
NY, October 7, 2009; worked for Bankers Trust;
private bookkeeper; active in religious affairs.
Sigma Delta Tau.
’49—Donald D. Murphy of San Carlos, CA, June
4, 2009.
’49 BS ORIE—Donald L. Murray of Chatham,
MA, September 2, 2009; engineer; veteran; active in community affairs. Beta Theta Pi.
’49 BA—Carolyn Anderson Nixon of Winter
Springs, FL, formerly of Milwaukee, WI, July 2,
2009; service supervisor, Milwaukee County Public Welfare Dept. Kappa Kappa Gamma.
’49 BS Hotel—George Nixon of Ellicottville, NY,
December 27, 2004; active in alumni affairs.
Delta Kappa Epsilon.

formerly of Lincoln, NE, October 13, 2002; professor of entomology, U. of Nebraska; veteran;
active in community and professional affairs.
’50 MS, PhD ’52—Frank D. Anderson of Vernon
Hills, IL, July 13, 2003; chairman, anatomy
dept., Medical College of Wisconsin.
’50 BA, MD ’54—Richard W. Dame of Louisville,
KY, May 16, 2005; endocrinologist.
’50 BCE—Donald P. Gleason of Ponte Vedra
Beach, FL, November 1, 2009; retired from American Cyanamid Co.; veteran. Zeta Psi.
’50 PhD—Chesley B. Hall of Gainesville, FL, August 25, 2005; professor of horticultural sciences,
U. of Florida; veteran.
’50 BS ILR—Vance Harrison of Sarasota, FL, formerly of Winnetka, IL, August 16, 2009. Chi Psi.
Wife, Ellen (Bigler) ’51.
’50 PhD—Harriott O. Kunkel of College Station,
TX, September 15, 2009; professor emeritus, animal science and biochemistry and dean emeritus,
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, Texas
A&M U.; former dean, College of Agriculture, Texas
A&M; veteran; active in professional affairs.
’50 BS Ag—Walter J. Lankenau of Ghent, NY,
July 27, 2009; dairy farmer; high school agriculture teacher; also worked for New York Dept. of
Transportation; veteran; active in civic and community affairs.
’50 BS Nurs—Joyce Towne Mason of Woodbridge, CT, January 12, 2009; nurse.
’50 BA, MBA ’55—George F. Miller of Deltaville,
VA, September 19, 2009; active in alumni affairs.
Tau Kappa Epsilon.
’50 BS Ag—Hugh Oakley of Salisbury, MD, formerly of Freehold, NJ, October 30, 2009; worked
for the New Jersey Dept. of Agriculture; fruit
broker, Blue Goose Growers; active in civic, community, and religious affairs. Wife, Marion (Wilkinson) ’49.
’50—Richard C. Parker of Harrisburg, PA, June
20, 2002.
’50 BS Hotel—James B. Patton Jr. of Washington, DC, October 17, 2008.
’50 DVM—Seeley M. Phillips of Howes Cave, NY,
July 25, 2009; veterinarian; veteran; active in
civic, community, professional, and alumni affairs. The surviving spouse of Seeley M. Phillips
was misidentified in the January/February issue.
She is Mary Mapes Phillips ’50.
’50 BEE—Claude E. Reeder of Chambersburg,
PA, March 8, 2009.
’50 BS Ag—Waldemar H. Roewer of Cambridge,
NY, March 16, 2005.

’49, BCE ’56—Rev. William K. Schneidau Jr. of
Buffalo, NY, April 2, 2007; minister; active in religious affairs. Beta Theta Pi.

’50 BS Hotel—Kenneth J. Sabella of Bloomfield, CT, September 24, 2009; partner and CEO,
Eastern Food Services; veteran; active in community and religious affairs.

’49 PhD—Robert Staples of Richland, WA,

’50 BEE—Edward F. Seymour of Melbourne, FL,

September 27, 2009; retired electrical engineer,
Naval Ordnance Laboratory; veteran; musician;
active in community and religious affairs. Tau
Beta Phi.
’50 BS ORIE—Don V. Somers of Troy, MI, September 19, 2009; civil engineer.
’50 MEE—Hong Yuan Tsien of Basking Ridge,
NJ, September 17, 2009; electrical engineer;
worked for Public Service of New Jersey and Con
Ed. Wife, Wen Hui (Kao) ’50.

Alumni Deaths

’48 BA—William A. Thompson IV of Oakdale,
NY, August 17, 2009; director of clergy deployment, Episcopal Church; active in religious affairs. Theta Chi.

’50 BA—Louise Haldeman Woodruff (Mrs.
William W. ’50) of Hilton Head Island, SC, formerly
of Memphis, TN, December 2, 2009; systems analyst and manager of payroll and benefits, Holiday Inns Inc.; active in community, religious, and
alumni affairs. Delta Gamma.
’50 DVM—Albert H. Uhlendorf of Tucson, AZ,
April 12, 2005; veterinarian; veteran. Alpha Psi.
’50 PhD—Marion C. Woods of Grants, NM, September 13, 2009; professor of biochemistry, California State U. system; veteran; musician; active
in community affairs.
’51 MS Aero—Gabriel D. Boehler of Washington, DC, June 16, 2005; aerospace engineer.
’51 JD—Henry E. Byers of Ithaca, NY, formerly
of Rochester, NY, October 30, 2009; patent attorney; veteran.
’51 LLB—Robert A. Carlson of Livonia, MI, June
15, 2008; attorney.
’51 LLB—Anthony D. Clemente of Syracuse, NY,
August 22, 2009; attorney; counsel, Town of
Union board of appeals; asst. police justice, Endicott; veteran; active in civic, community, professional, and religious affairs.
’51, BA ’52—Letitia A. Hays of West Milford,
NJ, October 31, 2009; reservation supervisor, Pan
Am Airlines.
’51—Richard H. Hunter of Dallas, TX, January 19,
2009; regional VP, Asea Brown Boveri; also worked
for Keasler Assocs.; veteran; active in community
and religious affairs. Delta Tau Delta.
’51 MS HE—Marie E. Knickrehm of Lincoln, NE,
November 3, 2009; emeritus professor, U. of Nebraska, Lincoln; veteran; active in community,
professional, and religious affairs.
’51 BS Ag—Barbara Rogers Morgan of Providence, RI, August 22, 2009; retired clinical social worker.
’51 PhD—John O. Nelson of Boulder, CO, June
24, 2005; professor emeritus of philosophy.
’51 BA—Jerri Ann Reilly Peck of Skaneateles, NY,
and St. Petersburg Beach, FL, August 13, 2009;
worked at Peck’s Furniture Store; elementary school
teacher; active in community affairs. Pi Beta Phi.
’51-52 GR—E. Bradford Phillips of Anchorage,
AK, November 23, 2009; owner/president, Phillips
Cruises & Tours; regional mgr., Arctic Alaska Tours
and Alaska Airlines; operated restaurants, motels,
bars, and an insurance agency; attorney; veteran;
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active in civic, community, and professional affairs. Pi Kappa Phi.

’53 BS Ag—Barbara Stewart Chislow of Sanborn,
NY, formerly of Long Branch, NJ, October 22, 2005.

’51 MS, PhD ’56—Ernest K. Smith Jr. of Boulder,
CO, October 21, 2009; professor, Dept. of Electrical
and Computer Engineering, U. of Colorado, Boulder;
worked at NBS, NOAA, and the Jet Propulsion Lab.

’53 MS—Byron Huddleston of Hot Springs, AR,
November 8, 2002.

’51 BS HE—Barbara Burke Whitman of Lebanon,
NH, October 19, 2009; active in civic, community, and alumni affairs. Delta Delta Delta.
’52 BME—Wallace E. Britton of Rio Vista, CA,
April 1, 2003; executive; veteran.
’52 MD—Arthur S. Carlson of Mount Penn, PA,
formerly of Glen Cove, NY, October 27, 2009;
pathologist, New York Hospital; chief of pathology and attending-in-charge of nuclear medicine,
Community Hospital; clinical assoc. professor of
pathology, Cornell U. Medical College; chemical
engineer; worked on the Manhattan Project; active in community and professional affairs.

’53—Lawrence J. Loughlin of Ft. Lauderdale, FL,
formerly of Ottawa Hills, OH, December 7, 2009;
president, Toledo Concrete Pipe; active in civic,
community, and professional affairs.

’52, BEE ’53—Joseph R. Carson of Lancaster,
NY, July 31, 2009; electrical engineer.

’53 MA—Lewis M. Neporent of Kingston, NY,
September 29, 2009; chief of staff and chief of
medicine, Kingston and Benedictine hospitals;
taught at New York Hospital, Albany Medical Center, Vassar Brothers Hospital, and New York Medical College; founder, Mid-Hudson Rural Family
Practice Residency program; magician; active in
community and professional affairs.

’52, BME ’53—James H. Connors Jr. of Bluffton,
SC, April 4, 2009. Psi Upsilon.

’53—Carl O. Preis of Baldwin, NY, September 23,
2004. Phi Sigma Kappa.

’52—Clifford W. Gunsalus of Hot Springs, AR,
May 16, 2009; veteran.

’53—Eric Propper of Wallingford, CT, November
20, 2009; general manager, PropAir Aviation Services; aeronautical engineer, Revere Corp.; veteran; active in community and religious affairs.

’52—Keith E. Kentopp of Geneva, Switzerland,
May 25, 2004. Alpha Tau Omega.
’52 MS ILR—Charles H. Meyer of Boynton
Beach, FL, October 4, 2009; CEO, Brookdale Hospital Medical Center; lecturer in hospital administration, Columbia U. School of Public Health;
veteran; active in professional affairs.
’52 MD—Clinton B. Potter of Warren, RI, August
26, 2009; physician.
’52—Marilyn Hine Ricker of Ocala, FL, July 23,
2009; retired teacher.
’52 BS Hotel—Cecilie Lovenskiold Seyersted of
Oslo, Norway, September 17, 2009; investor. Alpha Epsilon Phi.
’52 BS Ag—James A. Sleight of Baldwinsville,
NY, July 23, 2009; worked for Stanford Seed Co.;
veteran; active in community and religious affairs.
’52-54 SP Ag—George A. Van Etten of Altamont, NY, August 22, 2009; worked in environmental conservation; farmer; veteran; active in
community affairs. Wife, Janice (Tiger) ’56.
’52 BS HE—Bamby Snyder Werner of San Diego,
CA, formerly of San Rafael, CA, October 20,
2009; owner, Rafael Property Management; real
estate broker; active in community affairs. Delta
Delta Delta.
’52 BA, MBA ’55—Philip F. Wieting of Anderson, OH, January 4, 2005; retired from Procter &
Gamble. Alpha Chi Rho.
’53 BA—Theodore T. Bauckman of Bourne, MA,
November 1, 2009; realtor; insurance agent; veteran; active in community and religious affairs.
Phi Kappa Psi.
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’53 PhD—Evan O. Kane of New Providence, NJ,
March 23, 2006; specialist in solid state physics,
Bell Laboratories; research scientist, General Electric Research Laboratory; also operated a daycare
center; veteran; author; active in community and
professional affairs.

’53, BA ’54—Peter W. Reed of Jaffrey, NH, October 14, 2009; engineer, Fafnir Ball Bearing Co.;
veteran; active in community affairs. Sigma Phi.
’53 BA—Richard N. Rovner of Chicago, IL, November 23, 2009; expert on epilepsy; professor
emeritus of neurology, Rush U. Medical School;
associate professor, Northwestern U. Medical
School; chief of staff, Rehabilitation Inst. of
Chicago; medical director, Chicago chapter,
Epilepsy Foundation of America; veteran; active
in professional affairs. Beta Sigma Rho.
’53 MS HE—Molly Sylvester Saul of Pendleton,
OR, September 24, 2009; professor emeritus of
home economics, Oregon State U.; county extension agent; also taught at Cornell U., Colorado
State U., and U. of Washington; business home
economist, Pacific Gas & Electric and Frigidaire
Sales Corp.; active in professional affairs.
’53 BA—Lester D. Simon of Rumson, NJ, September 16, 2009; physician.
’53 MS Ag—Yu-Chen Ting of Chestnut Hill, MA,
April 2, 2005.
’53 MA—Elizabeth Welt Trahan of Amherst, MA,
September 16, 2009; professor of Russian, Monterey Inst. of Int’l Studies; also taught at UMass
Amherst, Amherst College, and U. of Pittsburgh;
author; editor; active in professional affairs.

’54, BFA ’55—Donald B. Asen of Delray Beach,
FL, November 10, 2009; industrial designer;
patent holder.
’54—Anne Stewart Baer of Novato, CA, February 7, 2003.
’54 BA—Philip P. Caswell of Roxbury, NY, November 12, 2005; botanist; retired lieutenant
colonel.
’54 MS Ag—Valentin G. Cedillo of Los Baños,
Philippines, June 22, 2004; professor, U. of the
Philippines.
’54 PhD—Benjamin I. Gebhart of Glenmoore,
PA, October 18, 2009; professor of mechanical
engineering, U. of Pennsylvania; also taught at
U. of Michigan, Lehigh U., Cornell U., and SUNY
Buffalo; expert on heat transfer; veteran; author;
naturalist; active in community and professional affairs.
’54 PhD—Kalman Goldberg of Peoria, IL, January 30, 2003.
’54 BS HE—Jane Foster Hobkirk of Fountain Valley, CA, January 4, 2003; saleswoman; active in
civic, community, and religious affairs.
’54 BA—Frank F. Holmberg Jr. of Stuart, FL, November 19, 2009. Sigma Nu.
’54 PhD—Francis W. Holmes of Amherst, MA,
March 21, 2007; professor and director of Shade
Tree Laboratories, UMass Amherst; editor, Tree
News; author; active in civic, community, professional, and religious affairs. Wife, Helen (Bequaert), MS ’53.
’54, BArch ’55—Masao Kinoshita of Columbus,
OH, May 1, 2003; architect; designed Seattle’s
Waterfall Garden.
’54 BS Hotel—Peter E. Panarites of North Bethesda, MD, November 24, 2009; attorney, Jorden Burt LLP; veteran; active in alumni affairs.
Seal & Serpent.
’54 MS —William C. Paugstat of Brookville,
OH, August 26, 2009; retired teacher, Oregon
Inst. of Technology; also taught math at Upland
College and Cal Poly Pomona; active in religious
affairs.
’54 LLB—Milton S. Rinzler of Hewlett, NY, October 31, 2009; attorney; active in alumni affairs.
’54 MS—Martin Sevoian of Amherst, MA, September 14, 2005; researched cancer-causing
viruses; professor of veterinary science, UMass;
asst. professor of pathology, Cornell U.; veteran;
active in professional and religious affairs.
’54 PhD—Hugh E. Thompson of Manhattan, KS,
December 23, 2003; professor emeritus of entomology, Kansas State U.

’53 BA — Jay E. Wagner of Commack, NY,
August 27, 2009. Phi Sigma Delta. Wife, Maxine
(Siegel) ’54.

’54 — Gladys Green Wistrich of Carmel, CA,
November 5, 2005. Husband, Harry A. Wistrich
Jr., PhD ’52.

’54 BA, MBA ’55 — Robert P. Alperstein of
Ossining, NY, January 4, 2002; certified public
accountant.

’55 BME—Vartkes O. Boghossian of San Francisco, CA, September 4, 2003; mechanical engineer. Tau Beta Phi.
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’55 BA—Phoebe Angell Doerge of Albany, NY,
October 16, 2009; retired teacher; active in
alumni affairs.
’55 MEd—Evelyn A. Funk of Raymondville, TX,
April 12, 2005.
’55 BS HE—Barbara Meske Kerber of Indian
Wells, CA, December 16, 2002.
’55 BS Ag—James T. Kildea of Charlottesville,
VA, May 2, 2005.
’55 MS—Alice Kozaki Kinoshita (Mrs. Masao ’54,
BArch ’55) of Columbus, OH, May 11, 2002.
’55 BS Ag—William F. Kuczenski Jr. of North
Rose, NY, October 28, 2003; owner, Conklin Insurance Agency; also worked for Aetna Insurance
and Fredonia Grape Juice Co.; sales engineer,
ELDRE; veteran.
’55 MD—John B. Lange of Hendersonville, NC,
October 24, 2009; director, Western Carolina Occupational Health Center, Pardee Hospital; corporate medical director, Inland Steel Co.; staff
physician, Newport News Shipbuilding; veteran;
raised Angus cattle; active in community, professional, and religious affairs.
’55 BS HE—Avra Friedman Metzger of Petaluma,
CA, September 21, 2009; supervisor of medical
transcription, California Dept. of Corrections;
teacher; senior peer counselor; musician; active
in community affairs.
’55 LLB—Charles F. Rice of Summit, NJ, November 23, 2009; asst. general counsel, Mobil Oil
Co.; trial attorney, Dept. of Justice Antitrust Division; also worked for Donovan Leisure Newton
& Irvine; veteran.
’55 MS HE—Helen Tang (Mrs. Robert C., PhD
’55) of El Centro, CA, April 26, 2005; teacher.
’55—Donald M. Yamashita of Honolulu, HI, October 11, 2005; retired mechanical engineer, U.
of Hawai’i Foundation. Watermargin.
’56 MS—Dorothy Vandemar Abashian of Ruckersville, VA, October 28, 2009; active in community and religious affairs.
’56, BME ’58, MBA ’59—E. John Aufderheide
of Fairport, NY, February 5, 2009.
’56, BS Ag ’57—Henry P. Leuthardt of East
Moriches, NY, October 4, 2009; nursery owner.
Kappa Sigma.
’56 MBA—Lars H. Magnusson of Ellos, Sweden,
January 1, 2005.
’56 BA—David Meadow of Victor, MT, November 8,
2009; worked at Drexel Burnham brokerage house;
active in civic and community affairs. Zeta Beta Tau.
’56 BA—Edward J. Rosenthal of Croton-on-Hudson, NY, November 28, 2009; investment banker;

co-founder and vice chairman emeritus, Cramer
Rosenthal McGlynn; established Goodness Gardens; active in community and alumni affairs.
Tau Epsilon Phi. Wife, Zita (Goldblatt) ’57.
’56 BS Ag—Warren F. Twitchell of Tracy, CA,
March 15, 2007; retired principal, North Eden
School. Phi Sigma Kappa.
’56 MS—Edward W. Unger Jr. of Houston, TX,
October 12, 2009; process engineer, Shell Oil Co.;
veteran; active in community and professional
affairs.
’57 MD—Raymond M. Biggs of Covina, CA, September 14, 2009; president, Magan Medical Clinic; active in civic, community, and professional
affairs. Wife, Carol (Burton) ’58.
’57—Han I. Bonne of Gloucester, MA, March 2,
2009; water superintendent, City of Gloucester
Dept. of Public Works. Sigma Phi.
’57 PhD—Robert B. Carlisle of Lexington, MA,
formerly of Canton, NY, December 1, 2005; professor emeritus of history and founder, int’l studies program, St. Lawrence U.; author; active in
civic, community, and professional affairs.
’57 PhD—Orville L. Chapman of Los Angeles,
CA, January 22, 2004; chemistry professor; associate dean for education innovation, UCLA; also
taught at Iowa State U.; expert in photochemistry, matrix isolation spectroscopy, reaction intermediates, chemical communication, and
olfactory perception; active in professional and
alumni affairs.
’57 BS Hotel—Ara Daglian of New York City and
Fire Island, NY, November 1, 2009; hotelier; fire
chief; active in civic, community, professional,
and alumni affairs.
’57 BS Ag—Theodore Evangelides of Hingham,
MA, November 7, 2009; auditor/examiner, USDA;
asst. general mgr., New Jersey Quality Checked
Farms; plants mgr., James H. McManus Ice Cream;
asst. general mgr., Borden Inc.; VP, Industrial
Consulting for Tronics Associates Group; veteran;
active in civic, community, professional, and religious affairs.
’57 BS Hotel—Ahmad “Dean” E. E. Gaafar of
Cairo, Egypt, November 20, 2009; hotelier, Hilton
Hotels; retired general, Egyptian Army.
’57 MD—John A. Gerda of Stratford, CT, October 25, 2009; retired physician, US Food and
Drug Administration; surgical program director,
Nat’l Cancer Inst.; staff surgeon, St. Elizabeth’s
Hospital; veteran.
’57 MS—John C. Howland of Rochester, NY, September 10, 2005; science teacher, Rochester City
Schools; building manager, Fabrics & Findings;
veteran; active in civic and community affairs.
’57 JD—David A. Lee of Dewitt, NY, November
16, 2009; attorney, Hiscock and Barclay; veteran;
president, Onondaga Jazz; author; active in civic,
community, professional, and alumni affairs.
’57 BS Nurs—Vilma Werkheiser Morrissey of
Alexandria, VA, August 22, 2009; public health
nurse; ESOL teacher.

’57 BS HE—Joanne C. Nelson of Kennett
Square, PA, November 29, 2009; elementary
school teacher; active in alumni affairs.
’57—Louis F. Uffer of Brooklyn, NY, July 15,
2009; professor of physics, Manhattan College.
’57 LLB—David R. Weisman of Englewood, NJ,
October 9, 2009; attorney; president, Elan Chemical Co.

Alumni Deaths

’55 MBA—John A. Densmore of Rutland, VT,
October 1, 2008; CPA; treasurer and comptroller,
Vermont Marble Co.; treasurer, White Pigment
Co.; veteran; active in civic, community, and religious affairs.

’57 BS Ag, DVM ’57—Stanely Weissman of
Scarsdale, NY, November 10, 2009; veterinarian;
active in alumni affairs.
’58—Constance Babcock Curtis of Brownsville,
VT, January 7, 2004; active in alumni affairs.
Husband, Brian W. Curtis ’58.
’58 PhD—John M. Fenley of Modesto, CA, October 21, 2009; agricultural development officer,
United Nations Food and Agriculture Org.; ag extension officer in West Africa, USAID; ag extension professor, Cornell U.; county agent, Clark
County, NV; veteran; author; active in community and professional affairs.
’58 MD—Ari Kiev of Park Ridge, NJ, November
18, 2009; associate professor of psychiatry, Weill
Cornell Medical School; TV host, “Sunrise Semester”; founder, Life Strategy Workshops; founder
and director, Suicide Prevention Clinic, New York
Hospital/Weill Cornell; first psychiatrist appointed to US Olympic Sports Medicine Committee;
founder, Kiev Foundation; author; trading coach,
SAC Capital; veteran; active in community, professional, and alumni affairs.
’58 MS, PhD ’61—Carroll B. Knowlton Jr. of
Blue Hill, ME, August 14, 2004; professor, chair
of biology, and faculty assn. president, Orange
County Community College; entomologist; veteran; active in community, professional, and religious affairs.
’58—Marilyn Wright Middleton of New Bern, NC,
November 15, 2005.
’58 BA—Bernice Goodman Pennington of Marietta, GA, August 3, 2009.
’58 MA, PhD ’64—Rhoda Rappaport of Poughkeepsie, NY, October 26, 2009; professor emeritus
of history, Vassar College; active in alumni affairs.
’58, BS Nurs ’59—Margaret Busfield Rees of
Manlius, NY, October 29, 2009; head nurse, cardiac unit, Cornell Medical Center; active in community and religious affairs. Kappa Delta.
’58 MCE—Richard B. Ulp of Camp Hill, PA, November 29, 2009; retired civil engineer; active in
civic, community, professional, and religious affairs. Chi Epsilon.
’58 MD—David G. Underwood II of Bow, NH,
November 21, 2008; head of emergency medicine
and president of medical staff, Concord (NH)
Hospital; taught at Dartmouth Medical School;
senior medical director and head of underwriting, Chubb Life Insurance; author; musician; active in community and professional affairs.
’58 DVM—Leonard Wood of Tucson, AZ, October
4, 2005; veterinarian; active in alumni affairs.
March | April 2010
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’59 BA—Rita Stumpo Angotti of Berwyn, PA,
November 1, 2004.

of Athens, Greece, August 8, 2009; sculptor and
painter.

’59 BME, MME ’60—Robert F. Hinman of Fort
Wayne, IN, October 31, 2009; engineer, Magnavox; veteran.

’61 BS Ag—Donald M. Strong of Albuquerque,
NM, formerly of Candor, NY, October 25, 2009;
land surveyor; owner, Weiler Assocs.; pilot; active in religious affairs.

’59 PhD—John M. Kainski of Brookfield, WI,
August 3, 2003.
’59 BS Ag—Thomas R. O’Connell of Loudonville,
NY, November 10, 2009; founding partner, Feed
Ingredient Trading Corp.; veteran; active in religious and alumni affairs. Sigma Nu.
’59 MS—Hollis U. Rowell of West Glover, VT,
February 15, 2002.
’60 BS ILR—Katherine Sullivan Abrams of Falmouth, MA, formerly of Sudbury, MA, October 22,
2009; director of development, Foxboro Corp.; VP
of development, SimSci Corp.; also worked for
Prime Computer and ComputerVision; systems engineer, IBM; active in civic, community, and
alumni affairs. Alpha Phi.
’60 MS—Thomas W. Barry of Edmonton, Alberta, September, 2002; research scientist, Environment Canada CWS.
’60 BS Ag—Stuart F. Crandall of Greensboro, NC,
October 16, 2009; operated a Sylvan Learning
Center franchise; worked for Blue Bell, Vanity Fair
Corp., Healthtex; VP, Nat’l Bank and Trust of Norwich; active in civic, community, professional,
and religious affairs. Alpha Zeta. Wife, Ann (Comstock) ’60.
’60 MS—L. D. Fergesen of Baton Rouge, LA, November 28, 2009; logistics manager, Georgia Gulf
Chemicals; rose gardener; veteran.

’61 MPA—Ernest T. Whitaker Jr. of Oxnard, CA,
August 28, 2009; manager of affordable housing,
City of Oxnard, CA; deputy director of urban renewal, Wilmington (DE) Housing Authority; also
worked for the US Dept. of Housing and Urban
Development; veteran; active in civic, community, professional, and religious affairs.
’62—Neal W. Beebe of Binghamton, NY, June
17, 2002.
’62 BS Nurs—Margaret Johnson Bohn of Tucson, AZ, December 13, 2004; school nurse; active in community affairs.
’62—Margery Whitaker Corbett of Canandaigua,
NY, January 11, 2003.
’62 MEd—Betty Querqui Hughes of Elmira, NY,
May 3, 2009; elementary school teacher and science film producer, Elmira City Schools; musician;
artist; active in community and religious affairs.
’62—McKinley Jackson of Rochester, NY, June
12, 2004.
’62, BME ’63, MME ’67—David R. Mengers of
Media, PA, formerly of Silver Spring, MD, October
2, 2009; mechanical engineer, NASA’s Goddard
Space Flight Center; manager, Far Ultraviolet
Spectroscopic Explorer; active in professional and
religious affairs. Sigma Phi Epsilon.
’62—Alton H. Mott of Naples, FL, May 1, 2004.

’60 BS HE—Emilie Beierling Ferry of San Marino, CA, November 15, 2009; Husband, William K.
Ferry ’58, BEE ’59.
’60 PhD—Kenneth R. Kothe of Alexandria, VA,
December 20, 2004; director.
’60 MBA—William F. Lukaswitz of Harrison, NY,
and Ft. Lauderdale, FL, March 26, 2005; VP, L & L
Amusements; active in community and religious
affairs.
’60 MD—Donald N. MacKay of Palo Alto, CA,
April 28, 2007; physician, Stanford U. Medical
Center. Wife, Sandra (Schon) ’58.
’60 BS Hotel—David S. Roeder of Laconia, NH,
October 17, 2009; retired USAF flight instructor;
owner, Hickory Stick Farm Restaurant; veteran;
author; active in community and religious affairs.
’61 MD—Mary Middleton Dahl of Salt Lake City,
UT, October 24, 2005; retired ophthalmologist.
’61—George F. Holahan of Cazenovia, NY, January 7, 2004.
’61 BS HE—Joyce Aungier McManus of Elbridge,
NY, December 8, 2009; asst. superintendent for
curriculum, Jordan-Elbridge School District; active in community affairs. Kappa Delta.
’61, BFA ’62, MFA ’64—Aristotelis Solounias
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’62-63 GR—Rizalino A. Oades of San Diego, CA,
October 8, 2009; director and president, Kalusugan Community Services; professor, San Diego
State U.; political activist; author; active in civic,
community, and professional affairs.
’62 PhD—Joseph B. Tamney of Vienna, VA, formerly of Muncie, IN, October 25, 2009; professor
emeritus of sociology, Ball State U.; also taught
at U. of Singapore, Marquette U., and Notre Dame
U.; veteran; author; editor; active in civic, community, religious, and professional affairs.
’62—Roger D. Young of Fulton, NY, October
29, 2005.
’62 BS Hotel—John D. Ziegler of Highlands
Ranch, CO, October 9, 2009; chairman and CEO,
Jackson’s All-American Grill; active in alumni
affairs.
’63 MS—Nirmal K. Bose of University Park, PA,
November 23, 2009; professor of electrical engineering, Penn State U.; developed multidimensional systems theory; also expert in
artificial neural networks and neurofuzzy computing; also taught at Syracuse U. and U. of
Pittsburgh; editor; active in professional affairs.
Watermargin.
’63 MS—Lindsay E. Cozens of Mitcham, Victoria, Australia, February 26, 2008; retired principal
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agricultural economist, Dept. of Agriculture, State
of Victoria, Australia; expert on cost structures in
the pig and poultry industries; veteran; active in
civic, community, and professional affairs.
’63 BS ILR—Steven D. Salinger of Orlando, FL,
June 2, 2004; novelist. Sigma Alpha Mu.
’63—Martin A. Wetten of Ivins, UT, October 1,
2009.
’64 PhD—David M. Bodily of Salt Lake City, UT,
April 20, 2008; professor, chair of fuels engineering and chemical engineering depts., and associate dean, College of Mines and Earth
Sciences, U. of Utah; author; active in professional and religious affairs.
’64 PhD—Margaret Eichbauer Feldman of Ithaca, NY, formerly of Washington, DC, November 7,
2009; professor of social work, Ithaca College;
active in civic and community affairs.
’64 BA—Judy Johndrew Fenstermacher of
Gainesville, FL, August 30, 2009; special education teacher; technology consultant; master gardener; active in community affairs.
’64—Kiyohito Minoshima of Odawara, Japan,
May 27, 2003; senior managing director, the Imperial Hotel; active in alumni affairs.
’65—Helen MacKay Bradford of San Francisco,
CA, June 7, 2004.
’65 BA—William L. Carroll of Palm Springs, CA,
July 19, 2009; data administrator, Memorial
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center.
’65, DVM ’68—Gregory W. Gallagher of East Aurora, NY, November 30, 2009; veterinarian; active in community and professional affairs. Alpha
Zeta.
’65 BS Ag—William J. Lasher of Lyons, NY, October 15, 2009; psychiatrist.
’65 BS Chem E, MBA ’67—Henry Luckower of
Tallahassee, FL, November 23, 2009; retired from
the Agency for Health Care Administration.
’65 PhD—David C. Smith of Bangor, ME, November 7, 2009; professor emeritus of American
history, U. of Maine; also taught at Hobart and
William Smith Colleges; author; founding member, Climate Change Inst.; veteran; active in
civic, community, and professional affairs.
’66 MBA—Ralph Bartholomew III of Stowe, VT,
November 2, 2009; stock broker and manager,
Merrill Lynch; veteran.
’66 PhD—Sheldon Y. Lache of Haifa, Israel, November 3, 2009; psychologist.
’66 MBA, LLB ’67—William V. Tripp of Brookline, MA, formerly of Wellesley, MA, November 7,
2009; attorney; veteran; active in civic, community, professional, religious, and alumni affairs.
’67 MAT—Ingrid Newhouse Kovary (Mrs. Tom
T., GR ’53-59) of Ithaca, NY, September 30, 2009;
German instructor, Cornell U.; founding member,
Suicide Prevention and Crisis Service; veteran;

068-111CAMma10Notes

2/16/10

3:00 PM

Page 111

’67 MS Ag—Robert L. Miller of Clarksville, NY,
September 11, 2005; wildlife biologist.
’67 PhD—Richard Saeks of Chattanooga, TN,
October 12, 2009; VP and chief technical officer,
Accurate Automation Corp.; electrical engineer;
expert on systems theory; author; dean of engineering and Motorola professor, Illinois Inst. of
Technology; professor and chair, Dept. of Electrical Engineering, Arizona State U.; professor of
electrical engineering, mathematics, and computer science, Texas Tech U.; active in professional affairs.
’67 BS Ag, MS Ag ’69—Edward D. Spear of
Blooming Grove, NY, October 9, 2006; president,
Spear Bros. Lumber; active in alumni affairs.
’67 BS Hotel—Donald L. Stanczak of Pittsburgh, PA, October 12, 2009; executive, Interstate Hotels and Resorts; active in community,
professional, and alumni affairs.
’67 BA—Jan D. Vandersloot of Newport Beach,
CA, November 4, 2009; dermatologist; veteran;
environmental activist; active in civic and community affairs.
’67—Lannie K. Wilson of Rochester, NY, June
18, 2007.
’68 B Chem E, MS Chem E—Richard E. Knape
of Tucson, AZ, November 4, 2005; chemical engineer. Alpha Chi Rho.
’68 PhD—A. Neil MacGregor of Palmerston
North, New Zealand, September 16, 2009; professor emeritus, Massey U.; expert soil ecology
and sustainable agriculture; founding co-editor,
Journal of Organic Systems; also taught at U. of
Arizona, U. of Wisconsin, Madison, Institut National de la Recherche Agronomique, Int’l Atomic Energy Agency, and Makerere U.; author; active
in professional affairs.
’68 BA—Harriet Rappaport of Point Breeze, PA,
October 15, 2005; master tax advisor, H&R Block.
Sigma Delta Tau.
’68 PhD—Samuel F. Sampson of Burlington, VT,
October 7, 2009; professor emeritus of sociology, U. of Vermont; assoc. professor, MIT; lecturer, Harvard U.; also taught at SUNY Binghamton;
veteran; active in civic, community, and professional affairs.
’68 MEd—Irvin C. Simser of Binghamton, NY,
October 10, 2009; chairman, engineering dept.,
Broome Community College; veteran; pilot; musician; active in community and religious affairs.
’68 JD—Harold A. Veenstra of Elgin, IL, November 20, 2009; manufacturing executive; attorney; paramedic; veteran; active in civic and
community affairs.
’69—Anthony S. Bartman Jr. of Myrtle Beach,
SC, formerly of Olean, NY, September 15, 2004.
’69 PhD—Rossiter H. Crozier of Townsville,
Queensland, Australia, November 12, 2009; professor, James Cook U. School of Marine and

Tropical Biology; also taught at U. of New South
Wales and U. of Georgia; expert on evolutionary
theory, behavioral biology, and genetics; active
in professional affairs.
’69 PhD—Priscilla A. Schaffer of Tucson, AZ,
November 18, 2009; expert on herpes viruses;
professor of medicine (microbiology and molecular genetics), Harvard U.; chief, Laboratory of
Molecular Virology, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center; professor, U. of Arizona; chair, Dept.
of Microbiology, U. of Pennsylvania School of
Medicine; chief, Laboratory of Tumor Virus Genetics, Dana Farber Cancer Inst.; author; active
in professional affairs.
’69—Sterle R. Williams of Campbell, CA, July
30, 2002.
’70 BS Ag—George E. Haffenden IV of Mayville, NY, July 7, 2009; owner, J. H. KlitgordSeedsman.
’70 BS Ag—David J. Lehde of Hamburg, NY,
January 6, 2009; florist. Alpha Tau Omega.
’70-71 GR—David N. Radabaugh of Palm Beach
Gardens, FL, December 10, 2009; taught at Indian River Community College; senior staff member, Humane Society of Vero Beach and Indian
River County; active in community affairs.
’70 BA—William J. Vanderyt of Doraville, GA,
November 9, 2009; orthopedic surgeon; practiced
at DeKalb and Decatur hospitals; active in community, professional, and alumni affairs.
’71 BS Ag, DVM ’75—James H. Gray of Ventura, CA, July 24, 2009; veterinarian; active in
community and professional affairs.
’71 PhD—Michael F. O. Jenkins of San Angelo,
TX, December 21, 2004; French and English professor, Angelo State U.; author; veteran; active
in community affairs.
’71 MST—Thomas J. Kennedy Jr. of East Orange,
NJ, February 22, 2007; high school biology and
chemistry teacher; track coach.
’71 MS Ag—Carl A. McKenzie of Gloucester, MA,
formerly of Green Valley, AZ, June 11, 2003; former science dept. head, Gloucester High School;
geologist; earth sciences teacher; disc jockey;
also worked for the Idaho State Police Liquor Enforcement Agency; veteran; active in community
and professional affairs.
’71 BA—Lynda C. Robinson of Jackson, MS, October 1, 2009.
’72 BS ILR, JD ’75—Michael Goldsmith of
Heber City, UT, November 1, 2009; law professor,
J. Reuben Clark Law School, Brigham Young U.;
counsel, NYS Organized Crime Task Force; also
taught at Vanderbilt U.; senior staff counsel,
House Select Committee on Assassinations; active in civic, community, and professional affairs.
Alpha Epsilon Pi.
’72 MBA—Howard R. Layton of Millsboro, DE,
November 18, 2009; certified public accountant;
instructor, Delaware Tech; estate planning specialist; active in civic, community, professional,
and religious affairs.

’73 BA—Laksmi Nor [Erlene J. Davy] of Brooklyn, NY, September 27, 2009; university educator; school principal; teacher.
’73 BS Ag—James B. Russell of Manheim, NY,
September 20, 2009; microbiology professor, Cornell U.; asst. professor of animal science, U. of
Illinois; farmer; editor; active in community and
professional affairs. Alpha Gamma Rho.
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active in civic, community, professional, and religious affairs.

’75 JD—Robert W. Elmore of Madison, CT, October 20, 2009; attorney.
’75 BS Nurs—Nancy Banfield Johnson was mistakenly listed as deceased in the Jan/Feb 2010
issue of Cornell Alumni Magazine.
’75 PhD—William G. Sparacin of Ossining, NY,
October 22, 2009; chief technical engineer, STB.
’78 BA—Andrea L. Finter of Cambridge, England, January 1, 2006; owner, marketing and
strategic planning and consulting firm.
’78 MRP—John E. Hoffman of Dunedin, FL, August 3, 2006; owner, Checkpoint Inc.; sports car
driving champion; retired automobile dealer; veteran; active in religious affairs.
’79 BS Hotel—Sylvano L. F. do Nascimento of
Oranjestad, Aruba, September 3, 2009; assistant
general manager, Holiday Inn Sunspree Resort,
Aruba.
’80 BME, PhD ’90—Robert J. McClelland of San
Ramon, CA, October 18, 2009; inventor; expert
on optical film metrology, semiconductor surface
modification processes, and diamond coatings on
titanium; active in community affairs.
’80 MBA—Chris C. Rebillot of Birmingham, AL,
March 18, 2009; VP, Progressive Insurance.
’85 BA—Rosemary V. Stasek of Kabul, Afghanistan, formerly of Mountain View, CA, and
McAdoo, PA, September 24, 2009; founder, A Little Help, an NGO that helped Afghan women and
girls; former mayor, Mountain View, CA; active in
civic, community, professional, and alumni affairs.
’86 BME—Lisa Stroud Krivickas of Winchester,
MA, September 22, 2009; associate chief of
PM&R, Massachusetts General Hospital.
’96 JD—David E. Treston of West Hollywood, CA,
December 29, 2008; attorney; active in civic affairs.
’04-09 GR—Lucas D. Wooster of Ithaca, NY, November 1, 2009; doctoral student in horticulture;
expert on drought-tolerant trees for urban environments; coordinator of GRASSHOPR, Graduate
Student School Outreach program; active in community and professional affairs.
’06 DVM—Amy Lynn of Farmington Hills, MI,
September 22, 2009; veterinarian; active in
alumni affairs.
’09—Rion H. Wight of Berkeley, CA, October 28,
2009; architecture student.
’13—Boon Jim Lim of Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,
October 19, 2009; economics student.
March | April 2010
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Hidden Depths
In the woods of Cornell Heights, an exquisite corpse

J

ust off Ridgewood Road,
in the heart of Fraternity
Row, lies a relic of faded
glory. Nestled in a glen
bordered by Highland Road, the
wooded two-and-a-half-acre parcel
conceals the surprisingly well-preserved
remains of a vintage kidney-shaped
swimming pool, measuring roughly
forty feet by twenty-five; if you squint,
you can imagine Clara Bow or Mary
Pickford sunning themselves on chaises
longues. Nearby is a ramshackle but
still elegant slate cabin, complete with
stone fireplace. It once served as a pool
house, but now it looks like a setting
for The Blair Witch Project.
The land was part of an estate
belonging to Frank L. Morse, founder
of the Morse Chain Company. The
manor house, a Tudor-style creation
designed by Chicago architect Walter
Burley Griffin (a former assistant to
Frank Lloyd Wright), overlooks the
abandoned pool from atop the ridge. Nicknamed Greentrees, it
was built in 1913 and sold following Morse’s death in 1935; it
has since been home to several fraternities, currently Pi Kappa
Phi. “Soon after the house was completed, it was used as a setting for a locally produced silent film, The Ruby Kiss of Death,”
notes a pamphlet on Cornell Heights architecture compiled by
the local historical society. “It was depicted as a den of thieves.”
The parcel containing the pool and cabin was sold in 1996 to
the Travis family, prominent Ithaca developers and landlords. Last
fall, after the assessment more than doubled to $125,000, they
put it on the market at an
FRANK
asking price of $299,000.
Frost Travis, MPS ’00,
president of Ithaca Rentals
and Renovations, says the
land was bought with an
eye toward rental apartments, but nowadays he
envisions several singlefamily houses. “If you
looked at Google Maps, I
suspect you wouldn’t find many parcels of this size within two
blocks of campus that are available for building,” says Travis.
“We haven’t had a flood of interest, but we’re patient. We don’t
need to sell it, but if the right buyer comes along we’re ready.”
Although the pool has been unused for decades, someone
has clearly been enjoying the land; there are empty bottles strewn
about and the cabin’s fireplace bears the remains of burned
boxes from twelve-packs of beer. There’s a bare-bones rope
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swing that looks fairly new—but how did someone lash it fifty
feet in the air with no obvious way to climb up? The fact that
the pool is relatively free of debris—along with the presence of
a plywood ramp and folding chairs set up for poolside viewing—
makes one suspect that skateboarders have discovered its concrete pleasures; Pi Kappa Phi president Ivi Demi ’12 points the
finger at local high schoolers.
Then there’s a large sign declaring “Open Doors, Open
Hearts, and Open Minds” over a faded crest. Now toppled from
its base, it looks to date from long before the University adopted
the phrase—a variation on the credo of the United Methodist
Church—as its diversity slogan a decade ago. Where did it come
from? Travis offers a possible clue. “I know anecdotally that my
great-uncle went to some kind of day-care program there and
swam in the pool,” he says. Could it have been a program run
by a local church?
And as though the spot weren’t spooky enough, ninety-threeyear-old Everett Morse offers fodder for a ghost story. Morse,
whose grandfather was Frank Morse’s brother, remembers the
house in its glory days, but says he never visited the pool. “A fellow was drowned in that pool,” he recalls. “I think it was a
child, but not a relative. And they never used the pool after that.”

Dry land: Located off Ridgewood Road, the abandoned swimming pool features a jury-rigged rope
swing and a decrepit slate cottage. Left: A fallen
sign bears an inclusive motto: “Open Doors, Open
Hearts, and Open Minds.”
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