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A Life 
Locked In
For nearly 20
years, former
dancer Judy
Mozersky ’92
has been
trapped in an
immobile body
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Judy Mozersky ’92 was nineteen when a stroke left her “locked in,” mentally clear but
unable to move. That was nineteen years ago. In a follow-up to his CAM story from
1999, Brad Herzog explores how the former dancer has carved out an independent life
in her native Canada, communicating through eye movements and, with the help of
aides, pursuing such passions as cooking and corresponding the old-fashioned way—
with paper and ink.
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Artist James Siena ’79 has come a long way from his first public show—two paintings
on the wall of the Moosewood Restaurant. With his work in major American muse-
ums and exhibits at prestigious New York galleries, Siena is at the top of his game.
Recently named Cornell’s 2009 Eissner Artist of the Year, Siena is known for his intense
enamel-on-metal works, each solving a “problem” he devises for himself.
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For decades, math professor Steven Strogatz has been corresponding with Don Joffray,
his high school calculus teacher. When it started, Strogatz was a student and Joffray in
his prime; now Joffray is retired and in failing health, while Strogatz is a leader in his
field. In an excerpt from his new memoir, Strogatz ponders what he’s gained from the
correspondence—primarily an exchange about math, with some life lessons between
the lines.
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From David Skorton

Alumni and University Governance

T he question alumni ask me most frequently is,
“What can we do to help?” My answer is, “Engage
me, critique our actions, and help us guide the ship.”

Although thoughtful and appropriately
directed financial support is a hugely important part of alumni
engagement at Cornell, resulting in one of the most successful
philanthropic programs in the country, I genuinely believe that
alumni participation in determining the direction of
the University is equally important. It’s the reason
alumni serve on the advisory councils for all of our
colleges and schools and many of our programs and
academic departments. It is also why I write this col-
umn and include my e-mail address at the bottom,
and the reason we have initiated monthly online con-
versations with alumni throughout the U.S. 

The most visible and powerful form of alumni
participation in guiding the course of the University
is membership on the Board of Trustees. In these 
difficult times, when colleges and universities are striv-
ing to balance budgets yet maintain excellence—and
when there is intense concern about integrity in for-
profit and nonprofit enterprises alike—the fiduciary
oversight and programmatic guidance provided by
trustees is more critical than ever.

Cornell is fortunate to have remarkably talented
and committed individuals, largely alumni, on our
Board of Trustees, led by our chair, Peter Meinig ’61,
BME ’62. In all, we have sixty-four voting members,
including those elected by key stakeholders: alumni,
faculty, students, and staff. This participation in governance by the
main stakeholders is remarkable, if not unique, in my experience.

The Board of Trustees is ultimately responsible for the over-
sight of all policies and actions of the University, with day-to-day
responsibility for leadership and management delegated to me
and, in turn, to my senior colleagues in Ithaca, at Weill Cornell
Medical College, and wherever Cornell has a presence around
the world.  The resulting partnership, in typical Cornell fashion,
is serious, insightful, straight-from-the-shoulder, sometimes
rough-and-tumble, and—most important—generally quite effec-
tive. I thank my colleagues on the board for exemplary guidance
and partnership from the beginning of my presidency and par-
ticularly in the past year, as the magnitude of our financial
dilemma unfolded.

How does Cornell stack up against other colleges and uni-
versities in its approach to institutional governance? A recent sur-
vey of nearly 700 university presidents, chancellors, and board
professionals by the Association of Governing Boards of Uni-
versities and Colleges (www.agb.org/wmspage.cfm?parm1=1596)
found that governing boards were becoming more engaged and
effective, but also highlighted areas that needed improvement. A
little over half of the boards surveyed monitor finances through
specialized audit committees. At Cornell, audit, investment,
finance, and executive committees, in partnership with senior
management, participate collectively and interactively in moni-
toring of financial planning, execution, and controls.

Cornell’s board is among the nearly 90 percent nationally
that have conflict-of-interest policies. With support from the
chairs of the Board of Trustees and the Board of Overseers of
Weill Cornell Medical College, I have appointed a joint
Ithaca/New York City task force, co-chaired by David Hajjar,
senior executive vice dean of WCMC and dean of the Weill 
Cornell Graduate School of Medical Sciences, and Robert

Buhrman, senior vice provost for research in Ithaca, to review
our conflict disclosure policies and procedures for employees and
board members to ensure that they are optimally effective.

Nationally, the recruitment and orientation of board mem-
bers were seen as areas for improvement. Thanks to our Com-
mittee on Board Membership, Committee for Alumni Trustee
Nominations, and college councils, Cornell is fortunate to have
a steady stream of superb trustees. We also conduct a compre-
hensive orientation program for new trustees, including a day-
and-a-half of formal orientation as well as assignment of a men-
tor (a current board member) for each “rookie.” 

Where do we go from here?
Although I am very comfortable with our board and gain

enormously from our partnership, even at Cornell we need to
pay continuing attention to the efficiency and effectiveness of
board processes and the interactions between the board and our
senior leadership team. Pete Meinig, the senior staff, and I are
working to improve these processes and interactions through the
strategic planning process. I have full confidence that our superb
governance model will only improve. We will keep you informed
and will count on your continuing engagement through the Uni-
versity Council, various advisory councils and other alumni bod-
ies, discussions at alumni events, and our online conversations. 

As always, please let me hear from you—and thanks.
— President David Skorton
david.skorton@cornell.edu

JASON KOSKI / UP
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The Big Picture
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Star Light, Star Bright
Every clear Friday night during the semester, the 
Cornell Astronomical Society hosts public viewings at
Fuertes Observatory on North Campus from 8 p.m. to
midnight. The domed building—named after Estevan
Antonio Fuertes, Cornell’s first professor of civil 
engineering—and its twelve-inch refracting 
telescope date from the Twenties. JASON KOSKI / UP

004-005CAMso09bigpic   8/13/09  2:07 PM  Page 5



President Skorton replies: In general, I
agree with Dr. Mintz that “tech transfer”
is most commonly a serendipitous result
of scholarly attention to the main matters
of academia: education and inquiry into
fundamental questions—but not always.
I think a strong argument can and should
be made that universities supported by
substantial public funding, such as Cor-
nell, have a special obligation to help local
and state economies when we can.

Separate But Equal?
I’ve just returned from my 40th Reunion,
where I had a wonderful time seeing old
friends and making new ones. I noticed,
however, that there were no black alumni
among us. I have since learned that black
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Correspondence

Lost in Translation
What is the proper role for today’s research university?

President David Skorton’s column “Today’s
Ideas, Tomorrow’s Jobs” (July/August
2009) is deeply disturbing. Yes, universities
in general and land-grant universities in
particular have obligations to society (for
which, regrettably, universities often read
“corporations”). Yes, job creation is impor-
tant. Yes, “we must find ways to accelerate
the translation of basic research into new
products and processes.” But none of this
is what, ultimately, a university is about:
research in all fields, including those with
little if any economic impact, and teaching,
teaching, teaching—preferably by real, live,
and tenured senior faculty members. More-
over, “translation” of basic research (pre-
sumably in science) into technologies that
make money may often occur, if at all,
many years after much of the research itself
has been done. That this “translation” may
never occur does not by itself reduce the
intellectual value of a piece of research.

The whole thrust of the grotesquely
named Task Force on Diversifying the New
York State Economy Through Industry-
Higher Education Partnerships looks like
an attempt to erase the distinction
between research undertaken by industries
in labs they own and whose work is
geared toward making profits and
research driven by curiosity and under-
taken by academics in a putatively 
nonprofit university. These two can legit-
imately come together only under care-
fully defined and controlled conditions.
Similarly, licensing of technology devel-
oped by faculty to beginning companies
for profit-making purposes requires well-
crafted restrictions. And in all these mat-
ters, transparency and openness are essen-
tial. The president’s column shows no
interest in these controls and conditions.

Donald Mintz ’49, PhD ’60
Trumansburg, New York

alumni generally don’t participate
in their respective class reunions
but instead spend the entire week-
end with other black alumni under
the auspices of the Cornell Black
Alumni Association (CBAA). The
CBAA 2009 Reunion was organ-
ized such that black alumni lived
in separate housing, ate separately,
and partied separately from the
rest of the alumni. At the events
orchestrated by CBAA, race was
the common theme.

At what point does separation
start to smell like segregation?
Isn’t part of the reason that we
chose to attend a university such
as Cornell that we would have a
chance to learn from people who
are different from us—people of
different colors, faiths, nationali-
ties, cultures, belief systems, and
experiences? Such separation rep-
resents a loss to both the black
and non-black alumni. It is disap-

pointing that this separation is, in fact,
apparently supported by the University. As
long as people choose to do things prima-
rily on the basis of race, racism is with us.

John Rees ’69, MCE ’70
Portland, Oregon

Frankly Speaking
Robert Frank’s ideas in “Saving Grace”
(July/August 2009) are thought-provoking
and worthy of consideration, if we’re
going to proceed with the Obama Admin-
istration’s ambitious plans to transform
our country. I do, however, have a ques-
tion about the consumption tax he pro-
posed. In the example he gave, the family
makes $50,000, saves $5,000, and has
taxable consumption of $15,000, trigger-

Website cornellalumnimagazine.com

Digital archive
ecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/3157

Speak up! We encourage letters from readers and publish as many 
as we can.They must be signed and may be edited for length, clarity, 
and civility. 

Send to: Jim Roberts, Editor, Cornell Alumni Magazine, 
401 E. State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850 
fax: (607) 272-8532 e-mail: jhr22@cornell.edu
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ing a tax of only $1,500. I think that there
is a simple way to defeat the purpose of
this approach: if they wanted to spend an
extra $5,000, why not wait until next
year and take it out of savings? Would
they be compelled to add their with-
drawals to their income for that tax year?
If not, what’s to keep them from doing all
their consumption with their savings
account?

Dave Bridgeman ’65
San Jacinto, California

Robert Frank replies: Taxable consumption
is reckoned as income minus savings minus
the standard deduction. In the example
cited, the family’s savings the following
year would be a negative number: –$5,000.
If all else were the same, its taxable con-
sumption would be $50,000 –(–$5,000) –
$30,000 = $25,000. So the family would-
n’t be escaping any tax by waiting.

As experienced business people, we found
Robert Frank’s “Saving Grace” quite dis-
turbing. It has been a long time since we
have read an article with more false
assumptions, lack of reality, and lack of
common sense. The concept that the
overblown public sector—with its guar-
anteed employment, short working hours,
excessive benefits, and huge pensions—is
more efficient than the private sector is
preposterous. Frank’s lack of understand-
ing that our government is the largest
individual creator of pollution while it
exempts itself from environmental re-
sponsibility is also remarkable. His com-
ment that he (or some government
bureaucrat) will know better how to
spend another person’s money supports
the type of abusive and excessive govern-
mental interference in our lives that would
ultimately destroy any semblance of great-
ness in America.

Simply put, virtually every economic
study that we have seen supports the fact

that the primary reason people buy things
is because they want them, not because
they are trying to keep up with the Jones-
es. It is only in socialism and Frank’s mind
that the primary desire of Americans is to
level the playing field by taking away
from those who have resources.

Steve Einhorn ’64 & 
Nancy Lore Einhorn ’64

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

I was impressed by the silky-smooth, well-
reasoned article by Robert Frank, which
suggested a way to get rid of our impossi-
bly complicated tax code and institute a
less cumbersome method that would also
reshape our economic system. It seems as
easy as falling off a log. Unfortunately, this
plan has the familiar shortcoming of trying
to dictate individual behavior based upon
a “learned and all-knowing” person’s con-
cept of  what he/she thinks is best for the
individual, the country, or the world.

Frank’s proposition, reduced to the
bare bones, is to make everyone poorer,
thereby reducing the choices an individual
can make to pursue that person’s concept
of happiness. The only financial winner is
the government, which will have copious
new funds to grow large bureaucracies
that will further dictate what is in the indi-
vidual’s best interest. At this juncture in
our history, “progressives” like Frank
seem to be heading toward a system of the
few trying to find new ways to oppress
the many. If their plans succeed, the gov-
ernment, its employees, and those depend-
ing on government largess will grow so
large that a tyrannical many will be able
to oppress the remaining few free citizens.
Perhaps it would be best to allow us
human beings to have our successes and
failures, learn from them, and adapt to
changing situations as free people, with-
out others telling us how to live our lives.
Philip Palmer ’63, BChem’64, MEng ’66

Newark, Delaware

Here’s Johnny!
The article on the removal of the Johnny’s
Big Red Grill sign (Cornelliana, July/
August 2009) brought back both nostal-
gia and the memory of an amusing anec-
dote. My wife and I were visiting our son
Joshua Raff ’07, planning to take him to
dinner in Collegetown. Traveling down
College Ave., I spotted the Johnny’s sign
and suggested dinner there. We entered
but found no Johnny’s. “Excuse me,” 
I inquired, “Where is Johnny’s?”
“Johnny’s?” a student answered with
bewilderment. “I think they closed down.”
“When was that?” I asked. “Probably
about twenty years ago,” another student

said. We had a good laugh over that.
The mere presence of the sign, for me,

linked the current Collegetown to the era
I recalled from thirty-plus years before.
Despite the new buildings and businesses,
that sign indicated that yes, this was truly
Collegetown. I hope that whoever buys it
puts it back where it belongs. Let it con-
fuse another generation of alumni into
thinking that Johnny’s is still serving food,
drink, and conviviality and salving the
wounds from tough exams and finals, as
it did for so many years.

Barry Raff ’74
Haverford, Pennsylvania

All Wet
I am disappointed that you gave press to
Michael Waldman (“When it Rains,”
Currents, July/August 2009). Regarding
his “research” linking autism with rain
and TV watching, I can’t see why Cornell
continues to promote this garbage. It has
been three years now, and he has yet to
show any scientific link between the two.
He relies on a statistically insignificant
causal relationship. 

My wife, Katie Bilik Sweeney, MBA
’89, and I have an autistic eleven-year-old
son. There are few answers today, and
Waldman does nothing but divert real
research dollars away from the problem
at hand.

Michael Sweeney, MBA ’89
New York, New York

Obscene?
I wrote to notify you of the publication of
my tenth book, Bobby & Jackie: A Love
Story (Atria Books/Simon & Schuster). I
noted in my letter that I hadn’t received
CAM in a number of years. Someone
responded by thanking me for the book
information and apprising me that alumni
had to subscribe to the magazine and pay
a subscription fee. Frankly, I was under
the impression that having paid four years
of tuition (plus room and board), as well
as having made a number of contribu-
tions since my graduation, that I’d already
paid for a subscription. I have never heard
of a university demanding that its alumni
pay to receive copies of the alumni mag-
azine. I find it obnoxious, offensive, even
obscene.

C. David Heymann ’66
New York, New York

Ed. Note: Because CAM is owned and
published by the Cornell Alumni Federa-
tion and editorially independent of Cor-
nell University, it depends upon paid sub-
scriptions—purchased with class dues or
directly—to support its operation.

Visit 
Cornell Alumni 
Magazine online 
cornellalumnimagazine.com

and our archive
at ecommons
ecommons.library.cornell.edu/
handle/1813/3157
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Letter from Ithaca

My Cornell diploma hangs on a wall in my
office. I’m proud to have it there—and espe-
cially proud that it bears the small, neat sig-
nature of Dale R. Corson. Although it was

forty years ago, I still recall vividly the chaotic atmosphere on
campus when Corson was named Cornell’s eighth president. His
predecessor, James Perkins, had been forced from office in the
aftermath of the Straight takeover, the faculty was still bitterly
divided over the resolution of that crisis, and I, like many of my
fellow students, was wondering when—or if—Cornell would
return to some semblance of normalcy.

Then Dale Corson took over. He was exactly the right per-
son to be the University’s president at that moment, and more
than one informed observer has credited him with saving Cor-
nell. I wouldn’t dispute that—especially after reviewing a new
multimedia package called The Legacy of Dale R. Corson.

The project was the brainchild of J. Robert Cooke, a former
dean of the faculty who founded the Internet-First University
Press in 2004. It combines a book with video and audio record-
ings, photographs, and other resources into a comprehensive
overview of Corson’s life and career. The book is available in
print or a PDF version linked to the recordings, so you can see
and hear a half-hour discussion about Corson between profes-
sors emeriti Walter LaFeber and Mike Abrams; watch Dale Cor-
son: Cornell’s Good Fortune, a 1999 documentary by Edward
Hershey and David Rose; and listen to Corson give a 2007 talk
about campus unrest during the Sixties and Seventies. The PDF
and recordings are available online and on a two-disc DVD set;
the second disc has a two-hour interview of Corson by a fellow
physicist, Professor Emeritus Kurt Gottfried.

Although Dale Corson is humble about his achievements, this
package—which will continue to be enhanced and expanded
online—documents an extraordinary life story. Born in rural
Kansas, Corson rode his pony to a one-room school. After earn-
ing a bachelor of arts degree from Emporia College, he went on
to graduate school at the University of Kansas and then U.C.
Berkeley—where he was a co-discoverer of the element astatine.
After receiving his PhD, he launched a teaching career, only to
be interrupted by World War II. He was invited to join a research
team at MIT, where he played an important role in the develop-
ment of radar; at the end of the war, he joined the staff of the
Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory.

In 1946 Corson came to Cornell to join a physics department
that had such stars as Hans Bethe and Richard Feynman. Within
ten years, he had become its chairman. In 1959 he was named
dean of the College of Engineering and four years later was
appointed provost. His rapid rise as an academic leader can be

attributed to many factors, not the least of which are his keen
intellect and wide-ranging curiosity, but perhaps most of all to
the trust he inspires. As you listen to the tributes and read the
encomiums in this collection, certain points become clear: Cor-
son is fair and honest and considerate. He listens. He treats
everyone with respect, even those who may be angrily con-
fronting him, and he always keeps his word. 

When, as Mike Abrams described it, “you could hear the
social fabric tearing” at Cornell, Corson acted to restore order
and civility. During his time as provost (1963–69) and president
(1969–77), he dealt with a series of confrontations and building
occupations, all of which were resolved without violence. As
John Marcham ’50 wrote when Corson stepped down as presi-
dent, he was “constitutionally unable to slough off a problem”—
and he seemed to handle them all masterfully. Cornell would not
be the estimable institution it is today without the direction he
provided during one of its most difficult periods.

But don’t take my word for it. Read Corson’s own words and
those of his many friends and colleagues. Watch the videos and
listen to the interviews. Dale Corson has had a long, productive,
and remarkable life, and it is Cornell’s good fortune, indeed, that
he has spent so much of it here in our midst.

— Jim Roberts ’71

The Legacy of Dale R. Corson is available online: 
Book: http://ecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/13197
Videos: http://ecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/13182
It can also be purchased from the Cornell Store’s online bookstore:
http://site.booksite.com/3635/

In Dale We Trust
Multimedia project 
salutes President Corson

DIVISION OF RARE AND MANUSCRIPT COLLECTIONS / CARL A. KROCH LIBRARY / CORNELL

010-011CAMso09lfi  8/13/09  2:09 PM  Page 10



010-011CAMso09lfi  8/13/09  2:09 PM  Page 11



12 Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

From theHill

Campus News

Green scene: Thanks to cost-cutting measures and efforts toward environmental sustainability, the 
University is mowing fewer campus lawns—giving part of Libe Slope the feel of a country meadow.

LINDSAY FRANCE / UP

Provost Considers Possible 
Administrative Shake-Up
With the departure of several top administrators, Provost Kent
Fuchs has announced that he and his office will take advantage of
the turnover to reassess four key positions. The administrators—
vice provost for equity and inclusion (Elizabeth Mannix), associate
provost for outreach (Stephen Hamilton), vice provost for life sci-
ences (Steve Kresovich), and senior science adviser to the presi-
dent and provost (Robert Richardson)—exited their positions this
summer. Kresovich left Cornell for the University of South Carolina,
while the others completed their terms and segued to other posts
on the Hill. According to Fuchs, over the next several months his
office will consider structural changes throughout the University.
“These changes,” he says, “will enable us to achieve excellence in
strategic areas through change in organization and focus while
also reducing our administrative expenses.”

The University also announced two other high-level departures
in July. David Yeh, vice president for student and academic services

since 1987, left to become assistant provost for academic pro-
grams and projects at Saudi Arabia’s King Abdullah University of
Science and Technology (KAUST). And Susan Henry will step down
as dean of CALS in 2010, when her second five-year term ends.
Henry, a professor of molecular biology and genetics, will return to
teaching and research.

Laptop Stolen, with 45,000
Social Security Numbers
A laptop stolen from campus in early June contained the names and
Social Security numbers of some 45,000 current and former stu-
dents, faculty, and staff. The theft prompted the University to offer
free credit-protection services to the affected people, whom they
warned via letter and email. They’ve also been advised to register a
fraud alert with one of the three national credit reporting compa-
nies. As of August, says University spokesman Simeon Moss ’73, BA
’82, “We have no knowledge or evidence of any use, misuse, or
exploitation of the personal data that was on the stolen computer.”
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President Skorton Speaks at
Ethiopian Commencement
In July, President David Skorton gave an address to the first gradu-
ates of Cornell’s master of professional studies program in interna-
tional agriculture and rural development at Bahir Dar University in
Ethiopia. Skorton traveled to East Africa with his wife, biomedical
sciences professor Robin Davisson, and Alice Pell, vice provost for
international relations. The two-week trip included stops in Tanza-
nia, where they visited Weill Bugando, a medical school affiliated
with Weill Cornell Medical College, and Rwanda, where they toured
the national university.

Milstein Hall
Breaks Ground
(at Last)
After years of debate over its
design, Milstein Hall is finally
under construction on the Archi-
tecture, Art, and Planning cam-
pus. Preliminary work on the site
began in June, with the founda-
tion set to take shape starting in
mid-September. The $52 million
building, which will link to both
Sibley and Rand halls, is set to
open in August 2011. Through-
out construction, a section of
University Avenue—over which
part of the new building will
extend—will be closed. To watch
Milstein rise via live webcam, go
to aap.cornell.edu/milstein.

Alumnus Dies in Crash 
Over Hudson River
A Cornell engineering grad died in the
August mid-air collision between a private
plane and a sightseeing helicopter over
the Hudson River on the west side of Man-
hattan. Sixty-year-old Steven Altman ’71,
a real estate executive from Pennsylvania,
was at the controls of his family’s single-
engine Piper aircraft when it collided with
the helicopter. Also on board were Alt-
man’s younger brother and sixteen-year-
old nephew; five Italian tourists and a
pilot perished on the helicopter.

In the days following the tragedy, Altman was remembered in
the media as an accomplished pilot—licensed for more than three
decades, he was also rated to fly multiple-engine aircraft and
make instrument landings—and a longtime volunteer for Angel
Flights East, a nonprofit that offers free transportation to seri-
ously ill patients and their families. The crash, which occurred
around noon on a clear summer day, has prompted discussions of
potential restrictions to the airspace over the Hudson, where
planes and helicopters traveling below 1,100 feet are not directed
by air traffic control. Altman is survived by his wife, Pamela, two
daughters, and a son.

WILLIAM STAFFELD / AAP

Lab of O Calls Off Hunt for
Ivory-Billed Woodpecker
The Lab of Ornithology has wrapped up its four-year search for the
ivory-billed woodpecker. In spring 2005, researchers announced
that the bird, long thought to be extinct, had been sighted in
Arkansas—sparking a
media frenzy and drawing
hordes of birdwatchers to
the region. Since then,
ornithologists have
searched woods from Cali-
fornia to Alabama without
success. “The lab will 
continue to be a hub for
information, reports, and
scholarship about the
ivory-billed woodpecker,
including an online data-
base where members of the
public can report sight-
ings,” says Ron Rohrbaugh,
director of the lab’s
research project on the elusive bird. “But unless new evidence sur-
faces, it’s probably safe to say that we’re not going to put forward
any more comprehensive, systematic searches.”

An MRI for East Hill
Starting in fall 2011, Cornell researchers will no longer have to
travel to Rochester, Pittsburgh, or Manhattan to use an MRI
machine. Purchased through a $2 million federal grant, the Univer-
sity’s device will be housed in a 7,300-square-foot lab in Martha
Van Rensselaer Hall. It will be used by researchers in the colleges
of Arts and Sciences, Engineering, Human Ecology, and Veterinary
Medicine. Of the top thirty institutions receiving funding from the
National Institutes of Health, Cornell is the only one that lacks an
MRI on its central campus—but some two dozen of its NIH-funded
projects make substantial use of the technology.

Steven Altman
’71

FALKOW / AP

LAB OF ORNITHOLOGY / CORNELL
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Give My Regards To...
These Cornellians in the News

Cornell University, named a “great college
to work for” by the Chronicle of Higher
Education for the second consecutive year. 

Gannett Health Services, which was re-
accredited with the top rating for college
health centers. The Accreditation Associ-
ation for Ambulatory Health Care called
it “a model university health service.” 

Physical sciences professor Séamus Davis,
winner of the Heike Kamerlingh Onnes
Prize for Superconductivity Experiments. 

Aquatic animal medicine professor Paul
Bowser, who won the Snieszko Distin-
guished Service Award from the American
Fisheries Society.

Mechanical and aerospace engineering
professor Stephen Pope, awarded the
Fluid Dynamics Prize from the American
Physical Society.

Andrew Chraplyvy, PhD ’78, and Robert
Tkach, PhD ’82, longtime research part-
ners at Alcatel-Lucent Bell Labs, awarded
the $100,000 Marconi Prize, given for

work in communications and information
technology that benefits humanity. 

R. Spencer Wells, a geneticist, anthropolo-
gist, and explorer-in-residence at the
National Geographic Society, named to a
three-year term as the newest Frank H. T.
Rhodes Class of ’56 Professor.

Computer science professor Rafael Pass,
named a Microsoft Research New Faculty
Fellow. The $200,000 award will support
his work on secure online voting.

Professors Jiwoong Park (chemistry and
chemical biology) and Derek Warner (civil
and environmental engineering), recipi-
ents of five-year, $1 million Presidential
Early Career Awards. 

Art professor Michael Ashkin, winner of a
Guggenheim fellowship to support his solo
sculpture exhibition in Vienna this fall. 

Professors Roald Hoffmann, Christopher
Ober, and Harold Scheraga, named to the
inaugural class of fellows of the American
Chemical Society.

Fossil find: Ithaca’s
Paleontological Re-
search Institution
has been given a
large collection of
Antarctic inverte-
brates, including
this heteromorphic
ammonite, related
to the nautilus. The
Cornell-affiliated in-
stitution will create
an online exhibit of
the collection.

Circle of friends: The
Schoolroom, a 1931
lithograph by Vanessa
Bell, is part of an ex-
hibit exploring the
work of the early
twentieth-century
artists and writers
known as the Blooms-
bury Group. “A Room
of Their Own: The
Bloomsbury Artists in
American Collections”
is on display at the
Johnson Museum
through October 18. 

HERBERT F. JOHNSON MUSEUM / CORNELL

PRI
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Theater Ensemble Co-Founder
Dies in Two-Car Crash
Martha Dewey, longtime director of the
Cornell Interactive Theater Ensemble
(CITE), was killed in June in a head-on col-
lision with another car whose driver was
allegedly intoxicated. The fifty-five-year-
old Dewey was a co-founder of CITE, a pro-
gram in the Office of Human Resources
that uses theater exercises to educate
groups on campus and in the corporate
world about diversity issues. In 2001, the
troupe won Cornell’s James A. Perkins
Award for Interracial Understanding and
Harmony. Dewey is survived by her hus-
band, Kent Goetz, a professor of scenic design, and three siblings.

Underwater Vehicle Team Wins
National Competition
The Cornell Autonomous Underwater Vehicle team took home top
honors—and a $10,000 prize—at a national competition in San
Diego in August. At the twelfth annual Association for Unmanned
Vehicle Systems International/Office of Naval Research competi-
tion, Cornell’s new Nova sub enjoyed a flawless eleven-minute run,
becoming the only team to complete every element of the course.
Its challenges included dodging barbed wire, firing torpedoes, and
retrieving a pinging briefcase. Composed entirely of undergrads—
from three colleges and thirteen majors—the team was one of
thirty competing in San Diego.

University Benefactor
L. Sanford Reis Dies at 101 
L. Sanford Reis ’29, a longtime Cornell benefactor—whose gifts
include a tennis center, the main stage of
the University theater, the renovation of a
hydroelectric plant, a scholarship fund, and
a lecture series in Arabic studies—died in
Florida on June 27. After attending Cornell
on a full scholarship, Reis worked on Wall
Street before forming companies in con-
struction and financial advising. His wife,
Josephine Goodale Mills ’29, died in 2005.
Reis is survived by two children, Curtis
Sanford Reis ’56 and Dale Reis Johnson ’58;
five grandchildren, including Blythe Reis ’80
and Karin Johnson ’86; and eight great-grand-
children, including Myles Rowland ’11.

CU Heads USDA-Funded Ag
Project in Bangladesh
As part of a $212 million USDA Food for Progress program, Cornell
will lead an international agricultural assistance project in
Bangladesh. The effort, funded with upwards of $5.5 million from
the USDA, will be overseen by soil science and international agri-
culture professor John Duxbury and senior research associate Julie
Lauren, PhD ’91; it will seek solutions to the environmental con-
straints limiting food production in Bangladesh, such as acidic
soil, lack of groundwater for irrigation, and arsenic contamination.
Says Duxbury: “Our primary role is to implement an outreach proj-
ect, rather than research.”
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R&D
More information on campus research 
is available at www.news.cornell.edu

Professors Alan Lakso (horticulture) and Abraham Stroock
’95 (engineering) are teaming up to develop ways to 
measure water stress in grapevines. They hope to find the
optimal balance between drought and overwatering by
embedding microsensors that transmit readings to the grower.

Virus-sized containers could deliver drugs to targeted cells
via the bloodstream. Biomedical engineer Michael King’s
work on nanoscale capsules could offer enhanced treat-
ments (with reduced side effects) for cancer and blood dis-
orders, among other ailments. 

Fertilizer use varies dramatically around the world, accord-
ing to a comparison piece in Science by horticulture profes-
sor Laurie Drinkwater and colleagues. While overuse can
damage the environment, they say, underuse can lead to
paltry crop yields.

Ecologist Nelson Hairston Jr. is studying evolution via “res-
urrection ecology”—taking zooplankton eggs buried in lake
sediment for decades or centuries, hatching them, and
comparing them to their contemporary counterparts. 

A combination of radar and bio-acoustic recorders could
help scientists study whether wind farms endanger migrat-
ing birds. Cornell hosted a workshop on the issue in June.

The emerald ash borer beetle has been discovered in New
York State. The beetle has killed more than 70 million ash
trees in the Midwest and Pennsylvania; it threatens 7 per-
cent of all trees in New York. 

Even money can’t motivate most people to lose weight. A
study found that even when offered modest quarterly cash
rewards, 76 percent of people dropped out of a weight loss
program. Future research will explore whether higher
rewards translate to better compliance.

The Geneva Ag Station has created an online tool to help
New York State grape growers select the best possible vine-
yard locations. The website, www.nyvineyardsite.com, pro-
vides maps, reports on pH levels, and climate details. 

The daily stress of racial discrimination drives psychological
distress, says a study of African Americans’ mental health
by human development professor Anthony Ong. He found
that blacks are at greater risk for depression, anxiety, and
negative moods as a result of prolonged discrimination. 

Cybersecurity is getting harder to manage and the need for
trustworthy computers is growing, yet federal expenditures
on it are “tiny compared to the severity of the threat,”
computer science professor Fred Schneider ’75 told a House
of Representatives subcommittee in June. 

Martha
Dewey

PROVIDED

L. Sanford Reis
’29

PROVIDED
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She’s no jock, but finance guru Tatia Mays-Russell ’88 
may be the National Lacrosse League’s MVP

squad plays a sixteen-game schedule from
January to April—but only on weekends,
because the players have full-time jobs. A
couple of years ago the league’s leadership
was in such disarray that it almost can-
celed its 2008 season before coming to an
agreement with the players’ association. 

In the wake of that near-disaster, the
NLL created a new finance committee,
which decided it was time to hire a full-

When Tatia Mays-
Russell ’88 first
heard that there was
a job opening as

chief financial officer of the National
Lacrosse League, her response was: “The
what?” She had never heard of the
NLL—which is, after all, one of two pro-
fessional leagues in a sport battling for
mainstream recognition. 

The NLL has survived for twenty-
three seasons, but often barely. Played
indoors inside the confines of a hockey
rink, the league’s version of the sport is a
high-scoring blend of field and box
lacrosse. (Nine-year-old Major League
Lacrosse is the sport’s summer outdoor
pro league.) But while the NLL has teams
as far-flung as Edmonton and San Jose, it
has no national television contract. Each

Net Profits

Sports

Bottom line: Tatia Mays-Russell ’88 uses her business acumen to promote professional lacrosse.
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time CFO. Cornell Athletic Hall of
Famer Mike French ’76, MPS ’78, who
was the league’s leading goal scorer in its
1987 inaugural season and is now co-
owner of the NLL’s Philadelphia Wings,
was asked to interview candidates. He
recommended Mays-Russell, who had
spent five years as director of business
operations for the WNBA. In that capac-
ity, she helped guide the league’s transi-
tion from collective to individual owner-
ship and negotiate a landmark collective
bargaining agreement, which instituted
the first free agency system in women’s
professional sports. “We needed some-
body who understood our finances and
could help take us to the next level,”
says French, a partner at Pricewater-
houseCoopers. “Tatia has all of that
experience with women’s basketball, so
she understands television and sponsor-
ships and the nuances of a diverse own-
ership group.”

What she didn’t necessarily under-
stand was lacrosse. The sport has broad-
ened its reach in recent years—a headline
in the Wall Street Journal last May read,
“Lacrosse Muscles Its Way West”—but
it has historically been viewed as a game
for Eastern private-school kids. Mays-
Russell was raised by a single mother in
Flatbush, Brooklyn, and was the first
member of her family to attend college;
after studying math and chemistry at
Brooklyn Tech she majored in materials
science on the Hill. During her four years
as an undergrad, she never attended a
Big Red lacrosse game. “I was busy
studying,” she says. 

Mays-Russell worked her way
through college, earned an MBA from
Wharton, and served as a consultant for
Deloitte & Touche and a financial analyst
at Pfizer before a job in the sports indus-
try came her way via what she calls “a bit
of a fluke.” Her husband was starting a
women’s apparel company and was hop-
ing to strike a licensing deal with the then-
fledgling WNBA. In 1998, on his behalf,
Mays-Russell met with the league’s direc-
tor of business operations. She wound up
being hired as the director of financial
planning and analysis. “I wasn’t as pas-
sionate about sports as most sports fans
are, but I didn’t necessarily have to be,”
says Mays-Russell. “My job was about
the dollars and cents and what made good
business sense.”

A decade later, after a stint with
Scholastic and a hiatus to have her second
child, she brought the same perspective to
the NLL. Soon after she arrived she insti-
tuted new financial systems calling for
more transparency and accountability,
which eventually led to the departure of

the league’s commissioner. As an African
American woman and non-athlete work-
ing in a field that lacks diversity in its
executive offices and values athletic pedi-
grees, Mays-Russell is well aware that she
is an anomaly. “Some of the guys in the
room don’t know what to make of me,”
she says. “I end up having to stand up for
myself quite a bit.” 

Mays-Russell has some suggestions for
enhancing the league’s financial well-being
by taking advantage of the rising popu-
larity of the game. (A 2007 survey by the
National Sporting Goods Association esti-
mated that 1.2 million Americans over age

seven had played lacrosse in the previous
year, an increase of 40 percent since
1999.) Her recipe for success: Boost the
core audience through grass-roots mar-
keting. Explore a joint venture with
Major League Lacrosse to make pro
lacrosse a year-round option. Finally, take
a cue from the WNBA and market a
handful of charismatic players.  “We have
to make a decision,” she says. “Are we
going to continue to fly below the radar
and be happy where we are? Or are we
going to be the biggest, baddest part-time
professional league ever?”

— Brad Herzog ’90
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ENSHRINED The Cornell Athletic Hall of
Fame will welcome 12 new members during
its induction ceremony on October 9. The
Class of 2009 includes four former All-
Americans: Jennifer Bass Scharpf ’95,
women’s lacrosse; Joe Rooney ’24, men’s
lacrosse; David Sarachan ’76, men’s soc-
cer; and Jessica Shaw Raha ’99, women’s
track and field and cross country. The
other inductees are William Duthie ’71,
MBA ’73, men’s ice hockey; Jason Elliot
’98, men’s ice hockey; Eric Krawczyk ’98,
football; Craig Lambert ’72, football;
Kimberly Milligan Thomson ’97, women’s
swimming; John S. Murray ’61, track and
field; Kenneth Veenema ’77, baseball;
and Julie Westbrock ’99, softball. The
inductees will also be honored at halftime
of the Cornell-Harvard football game on
October 10.

SCHOLAR-ATHLETES While the college
track and field season officially ended with
the NCAA Division I Outdoor Champi-
onships in June, Cornell continued to make
news both on and off the track. Nine ath-
letes were named to the U.S. Track and
Field and Cross Country Coaches Associa-
tion Division I All-Academic Track and
Field team for 2009. To be eligible, an ath-
lete must have a GPA of 3.25 or better and
post an NCAA-qualifying performance. Cor-
nell’s representatives were Bob Belden
’12, Adrien Dannemiller ’11, Jeomi
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Maduka ’09, Andy Miller ’09, Stephanie
Pancoast ’10, Erin Roberts ’10, Erik
Roneker ’09, Duane Teixeira ’10, and Jes-
sica Weyman ’10. The Big Red also made
an impressive showing at the USA Track
and Field Outdoor Championships in June,
led by sixth-place finishes by Morgan
Uceny ’07 in the 800 meters and Muham-
mad Halim ’08 in the long jump.

BIG SPLASH After a great career in the
pool, Wes Newman ’09 will continue help-

ing the Big Red—only now it will be
from the deck. A three-time Eastern
champion, Newman has been named an
assistant coach for both the men’s and
women’s swimming teams. He gradu-
ated with five individual and four relay
records, was a College Swimming
Coaches Association of America Scholar
All-American as a senior, and won the
Mario St. George Boiardi ’04 Leader-
ship Award for most embodying leader-
ship, athleticism, and a strong work
ethic among Cornell’s senior athletes.

LAX COACH HONORED Men’s lacrosse
head coach Jeff Tambroni won the Mor-
ris Touchstone Award as the United
States Intercollegiate Lacrosse Associa-
tion’s Coach of the Year. Tambroni is the
third Cornell coach to win the award,
joining Richie Moran (1971, 1977,
1987) and Dave Pietramala (2000). 
Cornell is the only school to have five
lacrosse coach-of-the-year honors to its
credit. In nine years as head coach,
Tambroni has led the Big Red to a 97-34
record and seven Ivy League titles.

© ARMONDO DELLASANTA

The Cornell Club-New York is a haven of
hospitality in the heart of Manhattan. As
a Member of The Cornell Club, you may:

• Book an overnight stay in one of the
48 Guest Rooms

• Dine with friends and colleagues in
one of the two Dining Rooms

• Sponsor business meetings or host
personal gatherings in one of The
Club’s five elegant Banquet Facilities

• Check email and voicemail messages
or catch up on some work in the
Business Center

• Retreat to the Andrew Dickson White
Library or Cayuga Lounge to escape
from the streets of Manhattan

• Attend the theater, US Open, and other
events with Club-Procured Tickets

• Reunite with classmates or meet 
other Members at various Club
Programs and Events

• Work out in The Club’s Health &
Fitness Center (with a daily pass or
quarterly membership)

• Enjoy guest access at one of the 90+
private clubs in The Cornell Club’s
Reciprocal Club Network, located both
domestically and abroad

For more information on the 
different types of membership 
for alumni, family members of

Cornellians, and faculty and staff,
please contact Samantha Ng ’04 at

212.692.1380 or 
s.ng@cornellclubnyc.com 

or visit www.cornellclubnyc.com.

When contacting The Club, please mention this
ad to receive a special gift with your membership.

The Cornell Club-New York
6 East 44th Street 

(between Fifth and Madison Avenues)
New York, NY 10017

Reconnect. Reminisce. Relax.

Wes 
Newman 

CORNELL ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS

CORNELL ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS

Eric
Krawczyk
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MOVING UP Cornell didn’t have to look far
to find a new women’s volleyball coach,
tapping former assistant coach Sarah Bern-
son to take over after Deitre Collins-Parker
left for San Diego State. During her five
years as a Cornell assistant, Bernson
helped the Big Red win three Ivy League
titles and make two trips to the NCAA
tournament. 

DOUBLES FEATURE After spending most of
the spring as Cornell’s number one doubles
team, Josh Goldstein ’09 and Kyle Dop-
pelt ’09 found themselves on opposite
sides of the net at the Maccabiah Games in
Jerusalem with a mixed doubles title on
the line. Doppelt emerged the victor, team-
ing with Hanna Mar to take a 6-4, 6-3 win
over Goldstein and Logan Hansen in the
gold medal match. Both teams had reached
the semifinals without dropping a set
before winning tie-breakers to advance to
the final. Doppelt and Goldstein, who went
13-4 at first doubles for Cornell, reached
the semifinals of the men’s doubles before
losing to the eventual champions from
Israel. The Maccabiah Games are a quad-
rennial event for Jewish athletes and the
third-largest sporting event in the world.

ON THE WATER Cornell had five rowers
competing in the 2009 World Rowing
Under 23 Championships in Racice, Czech
Republic, in July. Three of them reached
the finals: Drew Baustian ’10, Christo-
pher Frendl ’10, and Michael Rossidis ’09
made up three-fifths of the men’s four with
coxswain that finished fifth in the world.
Thomas Davidson ’12 finished eighth
overall in the lightweight men’s pair after
taking second in the B-final, while Singen
Elliott ’10 was part of the quadruple sculls
team that finished 17th.

COACHING LEGACY The Cornell wrestling
program has added a familiar name to its
roster with the hiring of Jeremy Spates as
an assistant coach. Spates is the son of
Jack Spates, who was the head coach at
Cornell from 1988 to 1993 before becom-
ing head coach at the University of Okla-
homa. Jeremy Spates was an All-American
wrestler at the University of Missouri and
then spent five seasons at Oklahoma as an
assistant coach under his father.

Josh 
Goldstein 

CORNELL ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS
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China’s Great Train by Abrahm Lustgarten
’96 (Holt). China completed the railroad
from Beijing to Lhasa in 2006, fulfilling a
fifty-year plan and expanding its power
over Tibet. Building the line presented
great physical obstacles: the high
Tibetan plateau contains the world’s
largest amount of sub-Arctic permafrost,
which can undermine the railway track
when it melts, and workers died of altitude sickness and expo-
sure. Lustgarten, a contributing writer for Forbes magazine, was
the first western reporter to portray the building of the railroad.
He tells how the Chinese surmounted technological problems
and examines the effect of the railroad on the culture and
economy of Tibet. 

Why America Fights by Susan A. Brewer,
PhD ’91 (Oxford). In 1917, Senator
Hiram Johnson said, “The first casualty
when war comes is truth.” Brewer, a pro-
fessor of history at the University of
Wisconsin, Stevens Point, examines
propaganda in six conflicts over the last
hundred years, from the war in the
Philippines through the Iraq War. “As
long as propaganda assumes that people
cannot handle the truth, it leaves Americans to wonder why
they fight.”

Authors

Helter Skelter

When an ex-girlfriend asks 
Pynchon’s hippie private eye
hero, Larry “Doc” Sportello,
to track down her missing

lover, a wealthy real estate developer, Doc dis-
covers a tangle of conspiracy, greed, and mur-
der. Doc isn’t cast in the same mold as Philip
Marlowe. Insight comes to him as often from
smoking dope as from tracking down clues on
the mean streets of Los Angeles. The action
takes place in early 1970, soon after the Charles
Manson murders; Los Angeles is still the “great
wrong place” of noir fiction. Despite the atmos-
phere of corruption, Pynchon’s affection and
nostalgia for the counterculture shine through in
his most accessible novel to date.

Wherever There’s a Fight by Elaine Elinson
’68 and Stan Yogi (Heyday). Taking their
title from Tom Joad’s speech near the end
of Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath, the
authors chart the history of California’s
rocky path to social justice. Elinson, a 
former editor of the ACLU News, and Yogi
focus on cases of discrimination against
Chinese immigrants, the blacklisting of the
“Hollywood Ten” during the McCarthy era,
Ferlinghetti’s publication of Allen Gins-
berg’s poem “Howl,” the struggle for workers’ rights, and the
internment of Japanese Americans during World War II.

Psychology and Selfhood in the Segregated
South by Anne C. Rose ’72 (University of
North Carolina). The history of psychologi-
cal inquiry in the South during segregation,
writes Rose, professor of history and reli-
gious studies at Penn State, “leads away
from resolution rather than toward it.”
Advances in psychology at the beginning of
the twentieth century emerged at the same
time as Jim Crow laws. “Although nearly
everyone involved in the transmission of
psychological knowledge meant well, their science stopped short
of painful honesty about the inhumanity in their midst. Their
instinct to look away compels our own reflection.”

Inherent Vice by Thomas Pynchon ’59 (Penguin)
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Fiction
Tracktown Summer by Elizabeth Holmes,
MFA ’87 (Dutton). Jake has felt lost since
his parents separated, but his spirits lift at
the thought of spending the summer with
his father at a lake cottage. Yet he finds
himself friendless until he meets Adrian,
who is impulsive and reckless. As the sum-
mer develops, Jake sees the dysfunction in
his friend’s family and begins to put his
own life in perspective.

I'm So Happy for You by Lucinda Rosenfeld
’91 (Back Bay). Wendy and Daphne seem
the best of friends. But when Daphne sud-
denly becomes more successful, Wendy
tries to sabotage her friend’s newfound
happiness.

Non-Fiction
The Secret Lives of Boys by Malina Saval
’95 (Basic Books).  “If we want to know
our boys,” writes freelance journalist Saval,
“we must engage them in ways that prove
we are truly interested in what they have
to tell us, not just what we think we want
to hear.” 

The People Factor by Linda J. Bilmes and
W. Scott Gould ’79 (Brookings). Gould, a
vice president for public sector strategy at
IBM Global Business Services, and his 
co-author argue that the Civil Service is
hobbled with an outdated management
structure and describe a plan for reform.

Professional Expression by M. Dan Morris
’44, BA ’76 (Momentum Press). Drawing on
his experience as a writer, editor, and
teacher, Morris gives examples that help
students and professionals communicate
their ideas effectively.

Ithaca—the city, gorges, and colleges by
Liz Bauman ’73 and Tony Ingraham ’69
(Owl Gorge Productions). Local writers and
photographers Bauman and Ingraham por-
tray the unique beauty and spirit of Ithaca
in words and more than 200 pictures.

Performance Management by Gary Cokins
’71 (Wiley). The global product marketing
manager for the business intelligence firm
SAS demonstrates how to improve results
by integrating strategy maps, customer
analysis, lean management, and other
methodologies.

Reflections of the Shadow by Jeffrey
Hirschberg ’89 (Michael Wiese Produc-

Recently Published
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tions). Memorable heroes and villains make
the difference in getting a screenplay
accepted. By analyzing several classic films,
a screenwriter and director of the Television
and Film Arts program at Buffalo State Col-
lege demonstrates how to give each charac-
ter a unique voice.

Thinking Through the Mothers by Janet
Beizer ’74 (Cornell). Modern biographies of
women often fall into the trap of “salva-
tion” contends a professor of Romance 
languages and literature at Harvard. She
posits an alternative approach that avoids
nostalgia in representing their lives.

The Hole in Our Gospel by Richard Stearns ’73
(Thomas Nelson). American Christians should
be more concerned for the world’s poor,
argues the president of World Vision US.

Golfing with Your Eyes Closed by Erin Macy
and Tiffany Wilding-White ’00 (McGraw-
Hill). Two sports psychology consultants
show how visualization techniques can
improve your game.

The Widows’ Might by Vivian Bruce Conger,
PhD ’94 (NYU). By analyzing wills, letters,
and court records, an associate professor of
history at Ithaca College explains how wid-
ows in early America were able to tran-
scend rigid gender roles.

Lost and Found by Kate St. Vincent Vogl ’87
(North Star). A writing teacher describes
the emotional experience of letting her
birthmother into her life.

Fiber Gathering by Joanne Seiff ’95 (Wiley).
Traveling to fiber festivals around the
United States, a knitwear designer discov-
ers new ideas for knitting, crocheting, 
spinning, and dyeing.

The Sopranos by Dana Polan ’75 (Duke).
“Everyone wants a piece of ‘Sopranos’
action,” argues a professor of cinema stud-
ies at NYU in his exploration of the HBO
series’s influence on American popular 
culture.

A Weed by Any Other Name by Nancy Gift,
PhD ’02 (Beacon). “Perhaps weeds aren’t so
bad after all,” writes Gift, acting director of
the Rachel Carson Institute at Chatham
University, who explores suburban lawns
and shows weeds, these “plants out of
place,” in a new light. 

Live Nude Cats by Aaron Weiss ’03 (Ken-
sington). A comedy writer and screenwriter
features his two cats in a parody of 
tabloid news. 
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K risten Natoli ’91 spends her workdays in the
rainforest among orchids, geckos, and lush
foliage. But when she heads home on her bike,
she pedals through the decidedly less tropical cli-

mate of San Francisco. Natoli, a horticulturalist, is responsible
for nurturing the exotic butterflies and greenery that fill the
world’s largest rainforest dome, a four-story habitat at the Cali-
fornia Academy of Sciences. Iridescent butterflies flit through the
warm, moist air above a 100,000-gallon tank teeming with rep-
tiles and amphibians; finches and tanagers perch on Theobroma
cacao trees rising beneath the ninety-foot dome. 

Located in Golden Gate Park, the academy comprises a plan-
etarium, a natural history museum, an aquarium, and a colony
of African penguins. Even its roof, an undulating surface dotted
with round skylights and carpeted in native plants, is accessible
to visitors. Thanks in large part to the rainforest exhibit, the
academy has attracted some two million people since its open-
ing in September 2008; officials expect it to be the most popu-
lar museum in San Francisco this year. 

Natoli began working there in 2007, when the landscaping was
still being designed. U.S. Department of Agriculture regulations had
required that the seven twenty-five-foot trees from Florida—includ-

ing a mahogany, a Brazilian beautyleaf, and
two water chestnuts—be quarantined for a
year before they could move into their new
home; they arrived around the time she did.
“I’ve spent so much energy sweating over
them, staring at them, and wishing them
well,” she says. “You uproot an established
tree and move it to a new place, it’s going
to take a few years to recover, but ours are
doing well.” 

Visitors start their tour on the ground
level, which showcases the plants and
insects of the Amazon rainforest. They
can study the amphibians and aquatic life

visible along the surface of a massive fish tank, part of the aquar-
ium located a floor below. They then ascend a ramp that rings
the exhibit, gradually rising through the habitats of Borneo,
Madagascar, and Costa Rica. Along the way, leaf-cutter ants tote
shards of foliage, bats cluster, and shimmering butterflies occa-
sionally alight on a delighted child. “In an exhibit with animals
and plants, most people aren’t going to be looking at the plants,”
Natoli concedes. “Which is fine. But if we’re going to talk about
protecting the rainforest ecosystem, clearly the plants are the

food, the housing, the defense—
everything the animals can’t exist
without. We try to draw atten-
tion to the way all the living
components of the rainforest
impact and benefit each other.”

A native of the Boston area,
Natoli entered Cornell as a pre-
vet student, but a summer job at
a nursery on Long Island piqued
her interest in horticulture and
plant science. She settled in San
Francisco after graduation and
gained experience through a
variety of agricultural research and greenhouse jobs—a boon to
her current work, since keeping the rainforest thriving demands
ingenuity. For example, Natoli eschews traditional fertilizer
because its runoff will contaminate the aquarium, and slow-
release pellets might be eaten by the birds. Compost and organic
mulch are her fertilizers of choice. “We have to think about the
animals every step of the way,” she says. 

Natoli was a quick study on the care and feeding of butterflies
during her previous job at San Francisco’s Conservatory of Flow-
ers; she now oversees the rainforest’s thirty varieties, including the
iridescent blue Morpho and the green Malachite. The academy
imports its pupae from cooperative farms in Costa Rica that
emphasize sustainable harvesting. They’re kept in temperature-
and humidity-controlled chambers until they hatch; Natoli then
documents them and gently releases them into the rainforest. “The
process of going from caterpillar to butterfly is outrageous,” she
says. “If the slightest thing goes wrong, the butterfly isn’t going to
make it. The pupal case needs to split at just the right seam. They
need to flip out and hang upside down at just the right angle. The
fact that they make it at all is pretty miraculous.”

Visitors to the rainforest exhibit don’t always see Natoli at
work. She starts at 6:30 a.m. so she can complete tasks such as
watering before the academy’s 10 a.m. opening. “When you
work with plants, you have to work on their schedule,” she says.
“There are very few things I dislike about the career I’ve chosen.
Getting up early is one of them.” When guests do spot her on
the job, they often pepper her with questions. Many want to
know if she’s upset when birds prey on the butterflies. Not at all,
she reassures them. “They’re usually picking off the older ones,”
she says. “Otherwise I have to pick them up all over the place.” 

— June Bell ’87
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Madame Butterfly
CALS alumna tends a rainforest
in the heart of San Francisco

Urban paradise: Kristen Natoli ’91 tends the flora—and some of the fauna, including the blue Morpho 
butterfly (above right)—in the rainforest exhibit at the California Academy of Sciences (opposite).

024-039CAMso09currents  8/13/09  2:17 PM  Page 24



September | October 2009    25

C
u

rre
n

ts

024-039CAMso09currents  8/13/09  2:17 PM  Page 25



26 Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

PHOTOS BY FRANKLIN CRAWFORD

I t’s the final Friday night at the ABC
Café and things are a little unhinged.
A woman is breast-feeding her
infant on the restaurant’s front

stoop. A couple of grungy guys are hang-
ing out; when I ask if they mind me tak-
ing their photograph, they crack wise. 

“You with the FBI?” one asks. 
“If I was, would I ask?” I say and tell

them I’m documenting the last days of an
Ithaca icon for Cornell Alumni Magazine.

“Oh, that’s cool then,” a bearded guy
in a Fidel Castro cap says. “We’re down
with that.”

Around the corner on Osmun Place a
large blue bus is parked illegally. Inside,
several members of an all-white reggae
band are either toking up or spreading
blessings to the four directions with some-
thing that smells a lot like reefer.

Café Society
After three decades,  a Collegetown fixture 
serves its last soy latte

I poke my head in. They are the fea-
tured act at the café that night.

“Mind if I take a picture?” I ask a
man and a woman with dreadlocks
wrapped in fabric and stacked like hor-
net’s nests on their heads. 

“Are you with the feds?” one of them
asks.

About thirty years ago I was a long-
haired, grungy, all-purpose kitchen dude
at Cabbagetown Café, a veggie joint on
Eddy Street. We were proud of our food
and the generous portions we dished out
to crowds that stood in line for our home-
made fare. Our main competition was
Moosewood, a cooperative composed of
people we considered to be veggie-snoots.
They produced “gourmet” vegetarian.
Well excuse me. A soy loaf is a soy loaf,
for crying out loud.

Then around 1980, a little joint
opened up on Stewart Avenue calling itself
the ABC Café. We scoffed. Back then, the
place was sofas and upholstered chairs,
coffee, tea, light fare, and late hours. It
was never going to make it. We waited
eagerly for signs of its demise. 

Then a Chinese American guy named
Lawrence took over the place and turned
it into a functioning restaurant. Still we
laughed. This runt of a wannabe would
go belly-up soon enough. 

But it didn’t. ABC added entertain-
ment. Word spread they had a happen-
ing Mexican food night and a good,
cheap brunch. They hired a baker, and
he started cranking out some pretty tasty
desserts. They scored a beer and wine
license. Feh! It would never outlive Cab-
bagetown!
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cil meeting battling with City Hall when
it cracked down on venues that advertised
their gigs on telephone poles. 

ABC attracted a more diverse crowd
than most restaurants in town. You were
as likely to find a hippie farmer as a pro-
fessor or student, a would-be artiste as a
working stiff or retired postal clerk. It
became a place to bring family. Sure, we
all stank of whatever was being cooked
while we ate there—tamari and garlic
most of the time—but that was part of the
ambiance. The prices were reasonable, the
portions hefty.

The clientele were mostly—but not
all—Lefties. And that made historical
sense: the storefront once housed the Glad
Day Press, a radical outfit with links to
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We were wrong. Cabbagetown closed.

ABC held its own. As Moosewood rose to
national prominence, ABC quietly kept
doing its Ithaca thing, promoting local
music and encouraging people to get their
lights out from under a bushel on open
mike night. It stayed afloat owing to a
crew of dedicated staffers, most notably
Ken Hallett, who handled the lion’s share
of the work once Lawrence hit the road.

Hallett’s tenure lasted twenty-eight
years, pretty much nonstop. Although it
was a cooperative venture, it was not
uncommon to see Ken between lunch and
dinner shifts, bopping around town in his
trademark black Converses, putting up
fliers and posters promoting the café. Or
you might find him at a Common Coun-

the SDS, later known more for its fine
silk-screen posters and lithographs than
for its political screeds. The pressed-tin
ceiling of the café spoke of its origins as a
soda fountain. Next door, for as long as I
could remember, there was a laundro-
mat—and more than once I tossed in a
couple loads and grabbed dinner during
the spin cycle.

For a time I hosted the open-mike
nights, and good nights they were. The
most haunting fifteen minutes of my brief
tenure as emcee happened when a local
transvestite of some repute showed up to
sing along with a boom-box; she listened
to the music through headphones with
the accompaniment on cassette. It went
well enough for the first song. During the

So long,
Stewart Ave:
Patrons
packed the
ABC Café in
its final days.
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It’s been said that the term “music business” is an oxymoron, like “jumbo shrimp” or
“open secret”—but for Reid Genauer, MBA ’02, the two fit together perfectly. By day,
he’s the vice president of marketing at eMusic.com and by night an accomplished
singer-songwriter and leader of the folk-rock band Assembly of Dust.

Cornell gets a lot of the credit, says Genauer. Although he had already established
a reputation as an up-and-coming artist with the band Strangefolk when he arrived in
Ithaca, the time he spent at the Johnson School allowed Genauer to reflect and take
his work in a new direction. And, he adds with a chuckle, his student loan helped to
bankroll the first Assembly of Dust album.

When he arrived at Sage Hall, Genauer wasn’t quite sure where his career was
headed. But after a few months, “the old urges came flooding back. So I started dip-
ping my toe in the water by playing some local gigs by myself.” Much of the new
material he developed ended up in the repertoire of Assembly of Dust, which he
formed in 2002. They have recorded four CDs, garnering considerable critical acclaim
and a loyal following. Their latest effort, Some Assembly Required, features fifteen
guest artists, from Richie Havens to Grace Potter and Phish bassist Mike Gordon.
Genauer wrote all of the songs (assisted on four by Nate Wilson, the album’s co-
producer and a former band member) and then set out to find the right artists to
complement his work. “Logistically, it was a nightmare,” he says. “Deciding who to
contact, figuring out how to contact them, finding a studio and a recording date that
made sense, producing the track, and then putting it all together... [his voice trails
off]. It took a long time.”

It could have been a mess, but the strength of the material helps to keep the
focus on the songs and not the guest spots. One good example is “Edges,” which fea-
tures the banjo virtuoso Béla Fleck. “That song,” explains Genauer, “sort of docu-
ments the contrast between the hustle and bustle of people scurrying off to their
jobs in the morning versus the homeless people they’re walking past. I used to walk
from the Upper West Side down to Midtown through Central Park, and I would ask
myself, how does somebody come to be homeless and down on their luck? It struck
me that the difference between me and any one of these people was tiny—just a lit-
tle twist of fate would land you there.”

Having an array of guest artists on the album made sense on several levels,
Genauer says: “Personally, it was a chance to play with people I admire—friends and
heroes. Musically, it was a chance to mix up the band’s formula, by having a range of
musical minds and instruments contributing to the performances. And these artists
are better known than we are, so if even a small percentage of their fans are turned
on to our music, it’s a win. Having gotten an MBA from an esteemed school, I’d have
to say that was good business.”
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TAYLOR CROTHERS

Taking
Care of
Business

JGSM Grad
Rocks the

Bottom Line

second, the speakers died but the music
was still audible to the singer—whose
voice was, to be kind, fragile. The place
was packed and what followed put the
hairs up on the back of my neck. A crew
of sozzled frat boys, who had coaxed a
member into going up and telling dirty
jokes, went mum. No one moved. Even
the dishwasher stopped piling plates. The
frail quavering voice continued a capella
through an unmercifully long torch song
about unrequited love and angels and
dying. The soundman pleaded with me to
do something.

“No,” I whispered. “This is what it’s
all about.”

The singer got a standing ovation. 
In 2001 Hallett and company ex-

panded the café into the laundromat,
which had closed. He took out a loan
and paid for a lot of the labor on food
credit, more or less in perpetuity. The
kitchen was moved into the back of the
house and upgraded. You could get cof-
fee and snacks in the new space and leave
without smelling like stir-fry. It looked
like ABC was ready for the twenty-first
century.

But the place never built up the traffic
it needed to pay its debts. A few years ago
some new owners came along; portions
got a tetch smaller, prices higher. Hallett
stayed on as a worker and exhausted him-
self. The recession hit and ABC was in
trouble. In June, it was announced that
the café would close at the end of the
month. 

On a stormy Monday after the final
Sunday brunch, I found Hallett alone with
a notebook, nursing a coffee, trying to
staunch the bleeding accounts. He still had
a vested interest in the place. Fliers were
posted asking for bids on ABC memora-
bilia—signs, menus, odds and ends. There
was talk of a pizza joint opening next
door, of buyers who might be interested in
bringing the place back to life.

ABC earned my grudging respect—
and with time my loyalty, even love. I fre-
quented the café less and less over the last
few years, but it was an anchor, a fixture
in my inner GPS. I think of the people I
met there who remain dear friends today.
There was a vestige of the hippie ethos, a
tidal pool in the backwash of the Sixties:
ABC was a place where lots of hair was
still totally cool. Much of the “question
authority” attitude was pointless and a
little silly—why would the feds show up
to take pictures saying they were with
Cornell Alumni Magazine? Still in all, the
place was home to folks of every stripe.
For these and many other reasons, it will
be missed. 

–– Franklin Crawford

Reid Genauer
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Labor of Love
A self-described ‘man’s man’ works to help African

women suffering from a debilitating injury of childbirth

Women giving birth
in the U.S. rarely
labor alone. Those
in Africa and else-

where in the developing world frequently
do, often for days on end. For such
women, dying in childbirth might well be
the second-worst outcome; obstetric fis-
tula, largely eliminated from the U.S. a
century ago, might be the worst. 

In regions where limited infrastructure
and poverty curtail access to medical care,
labor can last five or six days, with the

Sympathetic ear: Operation OF founder Seth Cochran ’00, MEng ’01, talks to a young fistula patient in
Kitovu Hospital during a fact-finding trip to Uganda in the summer of 2008.

delicate tissues of the mother’s bladder
and rectum crushed between the baby’s
skull and her own pubic bones. Usually,
the baby dies; so do the woman’s oxygen-
deprived tissues. The result is an obstetric
fistula, which causes extreme urinary and
fecal incontinence—making women pari-
ahs in their own communities, where they
endure a lifetime of shame amid whispers
of infidelity, curses, and disease. “The fis-
tulas that occur in underdeveloped coun-
tries are a result of the fact that many girls
marry young and have been malnour-

ished, so they’re of smaller stature,” says
Ithaca-based gynecologist Catherine Husa
’73, who has traveled to Burundi and Sri
Lanka to treat the condition and provide
other surgical care. “Yet even if the babies
are malnourished, they have a fairly good-
sized head, which gets trapped high up in
the pelvis.” 

In March 2008, former telecom exec-
utive Seth Cochran ’00, MEng ’01,
launched Operation OF, a nonprofit ded-
icated to preventing obstetric fistula and
offering treatment and help with post-

PROVIDED BY SETH COCHRAN
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surgical social reintegration for women
rejected by their families and communi-
ties. Both a self-described feminist and a
“man’s man,” the former varsity football
player and Zeta Psi fraternity brother is
the first to admit that he doesn’t exactly
fit the stereotype of a health crusader for
African women. Even so, he says, “I’m
totally adjusted to the vernacular of repro-
ductive health. Words like ‘vagina’ don’t
even make me bat an eye.” Introduced to
the issue by a friend, Cochran knew
immediately that his work could make a
profound difference. “I was mostly moved
by the opportunity,” says the thirty-year-
old, who draws heavily on his back-
ground in financial engineering and orga-
nizational strategy to facilitate training for
local surgeons, optimize the services of
existing health-care organizations, and
promote microlending to help women
recovering from corrective surgery sup-
port themselves.

Over the past year and a half, Coch-
ran has learned to honor the wisdom and
insights of the people he meets, from fel-
low social entrepreneurs to local surgeons,
health-care workers, and the people he
aims to help. Near the end of his last trip
to Africa, he says, he met a woman whose
story reinforced the nonprofit’s emphasis
on economic empowerment. Married
young and abused by her husband and
mother-in-law until protracted labor killed
her baby and caused a fistula, Martha had
always been financially dependent on
someone else—her father, her husband,
his family. Cochran witnessed the forty-
five-minute surgery that repaired her
body. “It dawned on me that if we just
sent her back to her village, the same
thing could happen again,” he says. “She
had bad experiences, but she was in pretty
good shape. And we couldn’t just send her
back without any support.” 

That spurred Cochran to seek out

organizations with which Operation OF
could partner to provide training and
microcredit for women to launch their
own businesses. Some sew baby clothes
purchased by hospitals as an incentive to
encourage childbirth in facilities with
trained staff. Others grow mushrooms or
make crafts. “My idea of empowerment
is not ‘I’ll come to Africa and show you
how to do it,’ he says. “I want to find
solid people and support them by chal-
lenging them and helping to clear obsta-
cles.” This summer, Cochran traveled
throughout Kenya, Rwanda, the Democ-
ratic Republic of Congo, and Uganda—
meeting with health-care providers, aid
workers, and women with fistulas.

While surgery can’t always restore full
function, Husa says, it can mean the differ-
ence “between a faucet on full and a faucet
dripping.” That, along with measures like
washable pads, can vastly improve a
woman’s quality of life. “It’s not clear how
many fistulas there are in the world,” says
Husa, noting that official estimates range
from a half-million to two million. “That’s
probably a gross underestimation. Most
women are so ashamed that they’re not
going to say, ‘I have an obstetric fistula.’
Finding the true number is impossible.” 

— Sharon Tregaskis ’95

Moving?
Let us know.
Cornell Alumni Magazine 
If so, please tell us 6 weeks before changing
your address. Include your magazine address
label, print your new address below, and mail
this coupon to: 

Public Affairs Records
130 East Seneca Street, Suite 400
Ithaca, NY 14850-4353

cornellalumnimagazine.com

Private Paradise • Exclusive Listing
The lifestyle of your dreams is in this breathtaking
contemporary home. Custom designed and classi-
cally elegant, it encompasses 3+ acres in a private
setting, and is bordered by a natural preserve with
incomparable water vistas, sunsets, gorgeous lawns,
and gardens. Exquisitely appointed with 3 bed-
rooms, including a master suite on the first floor, the
expansive living space features a sensational cus-
tom-designed European kitchen and dining/living
room with fireplace. The expansive glass captures
the splendor of the changing seasons. The
office/library has a private bath, and the second
floor has an additional 2 bedrooms and bath.
Hardwood floors, built-in bookcases, and imported
tile are just a few amenities. The two-story, one
bedroom carriage house, designed with a Tuscan
flair, with fenced-in stone patio and gardens, is not
to be missed. Your guests will think that they are
vacationing in Italy. Price upon request.
For more information: http://www.teeterroad.com

Call Ann for a private showing
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Student interpreters aid the community—in more than 
four dozen tongues

On April 4, a Vietnamese immigrant named
Jiverly Wong held forty people hostage at the
American Civic Association in Binghamton for
three hours, killing thirteen and seriously

wounding four before taking his own life. A small nonprofit
devoted to helping immigrants resettle in the U.S., the associa-
tion focuses largely on English instruction—but many of its
clients still had difficulty communicating with service agencies
in the wake of the attack. When Binghamton officials asked for
help, a team of volunteers from the Cornell Public Service Cen-
ter’s Translator Interpreter Program (TIP) made the hour-long
drive from Ithaca. “We had to recruit thirty students in two
days,” says Mandarin speaker Lisa Pan ’11, a TIP board mem-
ber who was among the busload of Cornellians who went to
Binghamton. “We contacted almost every language professor.”

Run by students, TIP offers translation and interpretation
(the former is written, the latter verbal) in more than fifty lan-
guages, from Spanish and French to Khmer, Urdu, even
Quechua. It provides its services pro bono to several hundred
community agencies in Tompkins County and the surrounding
area. In Binghamton, volunteers worked closely with counselors,
law enforcement, and attorneys to provide interpretive services
in more than forty languages—including Mandarin, Arabic, and
Swahili—and in a variety of situations, such as helping people
find relatives and facilitating recollections of the violence. “There
wasn’t any TIP student who didn’t want to be involved,” says
Joyce Muchan ’97, assistant director of student programs for the
Public Service Center, who co-founded TIP in 2000 and serves
as its adviser. “They have a tremendous commitment to the com-
munity and they understand the difficulties associated with lan-
guage communication.”

Although the Binghamton event was particularly fraught, TIP
volunteers often deal with charged situations, like domestic dis-
putes or clients coping with mental or physical health issues. Stu-
dents have taken on a range of challenging cases: facilitating
communication between a young girl and a suicide-prevention
hotline; identifying a suspect when a Chinese restaurant was
robbed; helping firefighters ensure that no one remained inside
a Mandarin-speaking family’s burning home.

TIP’s volunteers include about thirty language professors and
between fifty and a hundred students, depending on the time of
year. They’re trained in such issues as confidentiality, how to
remain unbiased, and appropriate behavior in dealing with
clients. Each undergoes a certification process during which pro-
fessors test their written and verbal skills. TIP’s twelve-member
student board organizes the lengthy list of volunteers largely by
use of an online database, which allows most service requests to
be answered within twenty-four hours. The organization recently
produced a wallet-sized card and pamphlet for emergency
responders, offering useful phrases to quickly identify a speaker’s
language and ease communication. TIP also works to promote
intercultural understanding, hosting the annual “Taste of Cul-

ture” event that showcases languages—and desserts—from a
host of nations. 

Plans to expand TIP were in the works until the economic
crisis hit, says Muchan. Though it has garnered some outside
funding and recognition—it was recently nominated for a civil
rights award from the International Association of Chiefs of
Police—the program, along with the rest of the Public Service
Center, has seen a 5 percent budget cut. Muchan is also 
concerned about the loss of resources as a result of cost-cutting:
Cornell recently terminated its courses in Dutch, Swedish, and
English as a Second Language, and limited Turkish to video
instruction. “If there’s some kind of emergency and we can’t find
the language, it’s disappointing to us and whoever is in need,”
says Muchan, who has been contacted by peer institutions such
as Harvard, Princeton, and Columbia that are interested in estab-
lishing similar programs. In some languages, she adds, “we don’t
have anyone to certify the students.”  

Yoonki Kim ’12, another student who interpreted in Bing-
hamton, was born in Korea and moved to Connecticut six years
ago. A TIP volunteer since his first few weeks at Cornell, he often
practices by speaking to his parents in Korean, creating mock
situations over the telephone to recreate the spontaneity of inter-
pretation. Pan also strives to ensure that her translations are as
faithful as possible; she uses dictionaries, takes notes, and isn’t
afraid to ask a speaker to repeat himself. “Remind both parties
there might be a cultural gap,” Pan advises. “We try to find the
most accurate or direct translation, but sometimes there is none.
And don’t hurry—providing an accurate translation is more
important.” 

— Molly O’Toole ’09

Prayer vigil: Relatives of victims gather after the
Binghamton tragedy, which spurred dozens of
Cornell students to volunteer as translators.

JEAN LEVAC / OTTAWA CITIZEN
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Cornell Alumni Magazine: What’s the value of disgust, evolu-
tionarily speaking?
David Pizarro: The word comes from “bad taste.” So when
things taste gross we spit them out, and we’re disgusted by things
that likely would have made us sick in our ancestral environ-
ment. Some people have pointed out that disgust might also
keep us away from people or groups that have different cus-
toms regarding cleanliness, food, or sex. They refer to disgust as
a “pathogen-avoidance reflex.” 

CAM: Did you go into this research with any particular goal in
mind?
DP: We were out to document the facts, not to attack liberals or
conservatives. But a lot of people assume that there was some
sort of liberal agenda. And I chuckle to myself, because not only
was I not trying to find this relationship between disgust and
political beliefs, I avoided it even when I did find it. 

CAM: Why avoid it? 
DP: Partly, I just wasn’t interested. I’ve always avoided the politi-
cal area of psychology. I’ve felt that trying to study it would be like
listening to a shouting match between Red Sox and Yankees fans. 

CAM: So how did you get into it? 
DP: Sort of by accident. I’ve been interested in emotion and
moral judgment, how we determine right from wrong, and
recently researchers have been finding that disgust is heavily
implicated in judgment. So we did large-scale data collections
where we asked people about certain moral judgments, and we
included a disgust-sensitivity questionnaire that other researchers
had developed. 

CAM: How does a questionnaire measure disgust? 
DP: It asks a series of hypothetical questions like, “Imagine you
walk into a public restroom and the toilet is unflushed. On a
scale of one to five, how disgusted would you be?” Another
could be, “Imagine you took a sip of soda and realized that it
wasn’t yours—it was a stranger’s.” Or, “How willing would you
be to eat a piece of chocolate that’s made to look like feces?” 

Gross Point
Psychology professor
David Pizarro ignites an 
Internet firestorm with his 
finding that conservatives 
are more easily disgusted 
than liberals

ANDY FRIEDMAN

CAM: If you were so put off by politics, how did that enter into
the study?
DP: Peter Ditto, the psychology professor I was working with at
U.C. Irvine, was interested in political orientation, so I inserted
questions about how liberal or conservative you are. And every
time I’d get the data back I’d see this relationship—the more
likely you were to report being conservative, the higher you’d
score on the sensitivity scale. When I arrived at Cornell, one of
the grad students [Yoel Inbar, PhD ’08] said, “This is really inter-
esting—we can’t keep ignoring it.” So he started doing follow-
up studies investigating what exactly about liberalism or 
conservatism was being predicted. We started looking at specific
kinds of political judgments and that’s when we found that dis-
gust was really predicting “family values” beliefs on issues like
gay marriage and abortion. We found there’s a strong correla-
tion for those things, but no link with issues like economics or
foreign policy. 

CAM: So it’s not so much political conservatism but moral
conservatism? 
DP: I think so. Gay marriage and abortion were always reliably
associated with disgust sensitivity, and in some other data col-
lections we’ve found it for stem-cell research and human cloning.
What this is predicting is the “family values” brand of conser-
vatism that has emerged fairly recently in our country. 

CAM: What’s going on? What do you think accounts for the
connection? 
DP: At this point it’s just speculation, but I think that conserva-
tives in this country did a good job of picking issues that could get
at the gut. A lot of people—even liberals—report gut reactions
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against the notion of homosexual contact.
The question is what do you do with it. I’m
a heterosexual man, and I often have a
negative reaction when I see two men kiss-
ing. But I say to myself, “Whatever—I get
grossed out by a lot of things that have
nothing to do with how I value people as
individuals.” I think the difference is that
liberals reject that as input into real judg-
ment. But conservatives would say that if
you’re disgusted at the thought of human
cloning, then maybe you should take that
into account when you decide whether to
clone humans. It could be that people who
have higher disgust reactions are just more
willing to listen to them. 

CAM: Do you think this is immutable, or
can people change how disgusted they feel
about certain things? For example, soci-
ety’s view of gay marriage has evolved
dramatically. 
DP: That’s a good question, and the
answer is that we don’t know. For instance,
is it like a medical student who has to dis-
sect human cadavers? Suppose that origi-
nally he’s disgusted by it, but eventually it’s
nothing. Is he still disgusted by the feces in
the public restroom? Is it domain-specific?
We don’t know, and I’ll use myself as an
example. I’m very disgust sensitive; I can’t
even look at some of the stuff in our stud-

ies. I don’t think my sensitivity has
changed, but what has changed is when
I’m willing to use disgust as informative. I
was raised in a religious environment, and
in high school I was appalled by the idea
of homosexuality. I matured intellectually
and my opinions changed radically, but I
don’t think my disgust changed. 

CAM: Since you published your two papers
on the subject, what kind of reaction have
you gotten?
DP: I was struck by how differently lib-
erals and conservatives interpret the
findings. I personally think that disgust
shouldn’t influence my moral judgment,
but it’s a perfectly reasonable thing for
someone to believe. The fact that we
found this relationship shouldn’t upset
conservatives as much as it seems to;
they think our research calls them irra-
tional. On the other hand, you’ve got a
lot of liberals saying, “I knew conserva-
tives were dumb.” The amount of
Google hits on this research is ridicu-
lous. The sociology of it all strikes me as
interesting. 

CAM: You could do a study on the reaction
to the study. 
DP: It’s crossed my mind. 

— Beth Saulnier
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Jessie Fauset was born in
1882 in Philadelphia, the
youngest of seven children.
Her father was an A.M.E.

minister, and both parents valued educa-
tion highly. She attended the Philadelphia
High School for Girls, a public school.
Separate education for black students had

Pride & Prejudice
As one of the few African American women on campus,
Jessie Fauset 1905 encountered hardship—and friendship

ended in Philadelphia in 1881; Fauset
commented some years later, “I happened
to be the only colored girl in my classes at
high school, and I’ll never forget the
agony I endured on entrance day when
the white girls, with whom I had played
and studied through the graded schools,
refused to acknowledge my greeting.” She

achieved high academic
marks, however, and her
father was invited to offer
the graduation invocation. 

Fauset’s academic achieve-
ment implied that she was eli-
gible to receive the Bryn
Mawr College scholarship,
something any white student
with the same standing would
have been offered. As yet, no
African American had matric-
ulated at Bryn Mawr, and the
school’s president, Cornell
alumna M. Carey Thomas
1876, intended to keep it that
way because Bryn Mawr
attracted a large number of
students, not to mention fin-
ancial support, from the
South. Thomas’s solution was
to send Fauset to Cornell. She
solicited half the tuition from
a friend and provided the rest
herself. Cornell, she believed,
was a place where Fauset
would be comfortable—an
interesting assumption on
Thomas’s part. Thomas
wrote, “I feel, of course,
pledged to help raise the
money for Miss Fawcett’s
[sic] tuition fees.” Fauset pur-
sued her studies at Cornell
with diligence, though
Thomas—who had taken

equivalency exams and had graduated in
two years—mused in 1904 that “it seems
to be taking her a long time to get her
degree.”

Seeking experience as a teacher, Fauset

spoke with Professor Walter Willcox, a
nationally known economist and statisti-
cian at Cornell, who wrote on her behalf
to W. E. B. Du Bois. In 1903 Fauset her-
self wrote to Du Bois, asking if he might
suggest a way for her to teach school dur-
ing the summer. She suggested that if she
told him something of herself it might
make his task easier, and her letter pro-
vides a valuable look at what Cornell was
like for her:

This is my Junior year at Cornell. My
work thus far has been chiefly classical,
though I have of course done a good deal
of English and this year am taking Amer-
ican History. I have had German, French,
and Psychology—of course I am by no
means prepared to teach this last. I would
rather teach Latin and rudimentary Eng-
lish—I mean actual English Grammar—
than anything else. I was especially [eager]
to teach this summer because it is the last
before I graduate, and I should like to
have some experience before going to
work for good. I should have no difficulty,
my professors kindly tell me, in securing
necessary recommendations. I want to
work in the South—I know only one class
of my people well, and I want to become
acquainted with the rest.

Jessie Fauset thanked Du Bois for
whatever aid he could offer and for his
book, The Souls of Black Folk. “I am
glad, glad you wrote it—we have needed
someone to voice the intricacies of the
blind maze of thought and action along
which the modern, educated colored man
or woman struggles.” Then she observed,
“It hurt you to write that book, didn’t it?” 

Fauset’s own experience as an under-
graduate was not without pain. In a mem-
oir, Charlotte Crawford 1906 wrote that
she had not been “particularly drawn” to
Jessie, but that several other classmates,
including her sister, had been close to her.
Crawford wrote, “No one made any
strenuous opposition to Jessie’s admittance
to Sage. A strong phalanx of girls sur-
rounded her, ate with her, walked with her

Jessie Fauset

1905 CORNELL SENIOR CLASS BOOK
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to classes, and shielded her in every way.”
Fauset apparently made close friends and
had reason to treasure her time in Ithaca,
since some women in Sage understood her
unique position and did their best to cos-
set her, even if others kept their distance.
But the statement also suggests opposition
to Fauset’s presence, if thoughtful friends
needed to shield her from overt prejudice.
And if there was hostility—as there
proved to be in the future—might we not
admire those young white women who
befriended and protected their black class-
mate? Crawford names her older sister,
Mollie (Mary Crawford 1904, MD 1907,
who later became a Cornell trustee), as
one of those concerned women who was
Fauset’s friend, and her younger sister,
Lucy Crawford 1913, PhD 1923, acted in
a similar fashion “on behalf of another
Negro girl a few years later.”

They could not, however, entirely pro-
tect their black friend. Charlotte Crawford
recalled the day she visited Professor
George Bristol in his office, finding him
“pale and much moved.” He said to her,
“I have just done a very terrible thing,”
and indicated that she should look out the
window to the Arts Quad. There she saw
Jessie Fauset standing under a tree, sob-
bing. Bristol explained, “I have strongly

advised that poor child to drop classics
and study something else.” He continued:
“But what could I do? What possible use
can she have for the classics in the life
ahead of her?”

Thus the dilemma of the faculty:
encourage talented students to follow
their hearts and gifts and then face a
world unready to acknowledge a classi-
cally trained African American woman or
a young Jewish man passionate to
become a professor of English? Or speak
of the world as it is, full of prejudice
against the unfamiliar? Jessie Fauset was
not the only student advised to follow a
prudent course; even so, it was advice
hard to hear. From the evidence provided
by Charlotte Crawford, it was also
painful to give.

Fauset graduated Phi Beta Kappa in
1905. A year later, she wrote to Du Bois
that she had been at Fisk University—
“your own Alma Mater is it not?”—for
“five happy, interesting, new weeks, get-
ting acquainted, getting experience and
growing.” She taught English, which she
had enjoyed. It was her “first attempt,”
she wrote, “at being useful. . . . That is a
wonderful feeling is it not?” Although she
admitted that she had been frightened at
the prospect of teaching, “the pupils

looked at it in a different light, and saw
only the college-trained teacher who was
offering her wares for the asking.”

At the end of the letter, she com-
mented on “Credo,” an essay by Du Bois.
She asked if he did not believe it “worth-
while to teach our colored men and
women race pride, self-pride, self-suffi-
ciency (the right kind), and the necessity
of living our lives as nearly as possible,
absolutely, instead of comparing them
always with white standards.” Shouldn’t
we set criteria, she asked, not because
they are white but because they are the
best? Her goal was to encourage self-
dependence and self-respect. She noted
that she had lived “nearly all my life in a
distinctly white neighborhood, and for
the past four years as the only colored girl
in a college community of over 3,000 stu-
dents, I have had to let people know that
we too possess some of the best, or else
allow my own personality to be sub-
merged.”

— Carol Kammen

Reprinted by permission of the publisher,
Cornell University Library. Excerpted
from Part & Apart: The Black Experience
at Cornell, 1865–1945. © 2009 by Carol
Kammen.
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S tanding in the sunny kitchen of his 150-year-old
farmhouse in Trumansburg, Glenhaven Farm pro-
prietor John Tamburello ’76 swirls a glass of wine
under his nose, sniffing as he ponders the deep

purple libation’s bouquet. “It’s not like chardonnay with its but-
tery or floral notes,” he says. “It’s very powerful, extremely
strong. Maybe licorice? Very earthy—it’s definitely black currant.”

That description might mean something to a native of Scan-

Currant Events
A forbidden fruit stages 
a comeback

dinavia, where the tart relative of the gooseberry never fell out
of favor and has even featured in government-sponsored cam-
paigns touting its myriad health benefits. It’s less evocative on
this side of the pond, where few Americans have encountered the
pea-sized fruit. With an acidity level to rival the cranberry and
double the sugar, the juice makes a terrific component of jam,
wine, or hard cider; unadulterated, it’s an acquired taste. “It will
suck your cheeks right in,” says the vintner, who tried only once
to sell the fresh fruit but still recalls the delight of childhood
peanut butter sandwiches slathered with black currant jam. At
the Ithaca Farmers’ Market, where Tamburello offers free tast-
ings from his hand-corked, hand-labeled bottles, its off-the-charts
antioxidant levels and unique flavor make the wine a hot seller. 

Having a back-story riddled with political intrigue and bad
science doesn’t hurt. For more than fifty years, federal law pro-
hibited the planting, cultivation, sale, or transport of the black

currant, deemed a public nuisance in
1911 for its role as the intermediate
host of a fungus introduced from
Asia and threatening white pine plan-
tations. To complete its life cycle,
white pine blister rust—which defo-
liates both the deciduous currant and
the lower branches of the white
pine—requires a season on fruits in
the genus Ribes, which includes 150
species of currants, gooseberries, and
ornamentals. 

The federal ban—a legacy of the
timber lobby’s muscle amidst a turn-
of-the-century building boom—was
lifted in 1966, but New York State
kept its own on the books until 2003,
when a campaign by Hudson Valley
farmer and Cornell extension agent
Steven McKay brought science to
bear. “The market value of Ribes in
New York State could be higher than
the whole pine timber industry,” says
McKay, who notes that today, rust-
immune cultivars and improved man-
agement techniques substantially mit-
igate risk. “Not that we don’t need
lumber,” he says, “but there are
places for Ribes and places for pines.”
Tamburello’s 100 Titania currant
plants—a patented, rust-immune var- 
iety that bears strings of glistening

Sweet, tart: Although the black currant is intensely sour, fans say it
makes a tasty jam, like the one sold in Ithaca by Red Tail Farm.

LISA BANLAKI FRANK

PROVIDED
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black fruit from mid-July through early
September—get a late winter pruning and
bear on one- and two-year-old canes. A
white pine towers above the nearby farm-
house, but Tamburello says the tree hasn’t
had any trouble with rust. 

Bellwether Hard Cider co-owner Bill
Barton, MEng ’77, discovered black cur-
rant juice through the Geneva Ag Station,
where food scientists were helping a Penn-
sylvania farmer develop recipes for the
fruit. “We used a small sample of her
juice, tested it with the cider, and it was
awesome,” says Barton, who buys more
than a ton of fruit every year from Penn
Yann farmer Curt Rhodes and features
the flavor in his Black Magic cider.
Rhodes, whose twenty-five-acre spread
supplies a half-dozen Finger Lakes vine-
yards, describes the fruit’s flavor as “blue-
berry with attitude.” Barton puts it more
bluntly: “You get the first taste, and it’s
like a slap in the face.” 

For Rhodes, a fifth-generation farmer
who spent most of his career growing
commodity vegetable crops on 1,300
acres, the black currant’s return to New
York has offered a chance to overhaul the
business model for the farm, which had
teetered just one or two bad-weather
years away from ruin. When the family
decided to explore value-added products,
they contacted associate professor of food
processing Olga Padilla-Zakour, PhD ’91,
director of the New York State Food Ven-
ture Program, who worked with Rhodes’s
sister, Carolyn Sullivan, to develop a jam
recipe that incorporates black currant,
apple, and English walnut. Last summer,
Sullivan sold 3,000 jars at a local farmers’
market. Says Rhodes: “These bushes are
paying for themselves.” 

Red Tail Farm proprietors Teresa
Vanek ’97 and Brent Welch ’94 planted
a trial plot of black currant bushes in
2005, largely because of the fruit’s nutri-
tional profile: it has vitamin C levels four
times higher than an orange and potas-
sium levels double those of a banana.
While the Trumansburg couple sells
gooseberry plants and fruit at the Ithaca
Farmers’ Market, they’ve been slow to
offer the black currants for sale, mainly
because of the challenges of picking the
miniscule fruit. “It’s ridiculously labor-
intensive,” says Welch, noting that more
extensive plantings could justify a
mechanical harvester. In the meantime
they freeze the berries as time allows,
and in the off-season craft homemade
jams and jellies, which they started sell-
ing at the Farmers’ Market this summer.
“People love it,” says Welch. “It’s a pre-
cious commodity.”

— Sharon Tregaskis ’95
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Trip Adviser
The Eiffel Tower, the Coliseum, Big Ben—and the Apple Store? The cube-shaped glass
building on Manhattan’s Fifth Avenue is among the thirty most-photographed places in
the world, according to researchers in the Engineering college. A team of computer sci-
ence professors and students is collecting millions of images posted by more than
300,000 people on Flickr, the online photo-sharing site, to build searchable albums with
the potential to become a massive global travel guide. “If you tried to go to the Web
without a search engine, it would be impossible to find anything, and that’s the situation

with photos,” says lead researcher
Daniel Huttenlocher, dean of the Fac-
ulty of Computing and Information
Science. “Our goal was to make them
navigable.” The project began nearly
two years ago; the group presented its
report, “Mapping the World’s Photos,”
at a World Wide Web conference in
Madrid in April.

At Cornell’s Center for Advanced
Computing, the researchers used a
supercomputer—the equivalent of 500
desktop machines, linked by software,
running 1,000 times faster than a lap-
top—to collect information about
each photo’s time, date, and geo-
graphical location. From that data,
they compiled a list of the most fre-
quently photographed cities (the top

three are New York City, London, and San Francisco) and landmarks (the Eiffel Tower, fol-
lowed by London’s Trafalgar Square and Tate Modern museum). Huttenlocher envisions
that a Web travel guide could be organized by destination popularity—the first of its kind
based on “planetary-scale data,” the team wrote in its report. “You can buy a travel
guide, but it was written by one person who decided what was worthwhile to see,” Hut-
tenlocher says. “This is the crowd-sourcing version.”

Huttenlocher says that the research could generate interesting data about how people
travel through the same spaces. For example, by looking at sequences of photos,
researchers could construct the pathways travelers take through cities or regions; a
repeatedly photographed sequence could suggest a scenic drive along a highway or a walk
through Central Park. The data, the researchers say, offers “a fascinating picture of what
the world is paying attention to.” 

Birds of Play
To help ornithologists study birds, pick up a mouse—your computer mouse. The Cornell
Lab of Ornithology has launched an online program called CamClickr to invite the public
to help sort the ten million images it’s collected since 1999 from Web cameras hidden in
nests across the country. Backed by a National Science Foundation grant, CamClickr—
which feels more like a game than a scientific tool—took flight this summer as the lab’s
newest citizen science project.

CamClickr aims to teach the public about bird biology while helping researchers with
legwork, says ornithologist Tina Phillips, the project’s leader. “We’ve collected data over
such large time and geographic scales,” she says, “one scientist couldn’t sort through it
all in his or her lifetime.” Players might begin with a set of “NestCam” images of Eastern
bluebirds. At level one, they sort them into categories based on the number of adults and
chicks; at level two, they tag them to describe the birds’ postures and positions. The tags
describe only observable behaviors—to avoid players guessing, for example, whether an
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Eyes of the Beholders
With a pair of image-sorting projects, 

researchers tap the public consciousness

Cornell Sheep Program
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tag the same image differently, those
included in the database will require a con-
sensus of four out of five users. The lab
will run the program until all ten million
images have consensus tags; more than
200,000 have been completed so far. Cam-
Clickr’s 1,500 to 2,000 contributors include
conservationists, bird-watching novices,
and the lab’s most enthusiastic group of
NestCam followers: the “Owl-coholics.”
“Some play because they want to be altru-
istic in their relationship with the lab,”

Phillips says. “Some play
because it’s their only
access to nature. And
some do it because they
can’t get enough.”

— Allison Musante
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open mouth signifies crying or eating.
After completing each level, players earn
points and are entered in raffles to win
prizes like binoculars and bird posters.
“People are finding it fun and addictive,”
Phillips says. “They don’t realize they’re
becoming animal behaviorists.”

Phillips’s goal is to turn CamClickr into
a searchable database so that students,
scientists, and the public can research spe-
cific birds, from the ubiquitous robin to
the rare chimney swift. Because users may

Photographic 
evidence: 
Manhattan’s much-
snapped Apple
Store (opposite).
Left: Robins get
their close-up on a
Lab of O “NestCam.”

CORNELL LAB OF ORNITHOLOGY
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Featured Selection

F inger Lakes wineries are per-
haps best known for their
white wines, but recent
years have seen the pro-

duction of some credible reds—espe-
cially ones made from the vinifera
grape varieties best suited to a cool cli-
mate. Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot,
and Syrah may be the darlings of
California, but varieties such as
Cabernet Franc and Lemberger
are more likely to ripen in the
vineyards of Upstate New York.

In France, Cabernet Franc is
grown in Bordeaux, where it
generally plays a supporting role,
and further north in the Loire
valley, where it is the sole variety
responsible for such wines as
Chinon and Saumur-Champigny.
Good examples exhibit crisp
black-currant fruit and some-
times have an attractive hint of
lead pencil in their aroma. Lem-
berger is better known as Blau-
fränkisch, as it is called in Aus-
tria. It is widely planted in the
Austrian region of Burgenland as well as

over the border in Hungary, where it is
called Kékfrankos. Wines made from this

grape typically possess soft, raspberry-
ish fruit as well as a slightly peppery
finish. 

Cabernet Francs can sometimes be
a little too acidic and short on persist-
ence, while some Lembergers lack live-

liness—so a blend makes good sense.
This Swedish Hill wine is a fine
example. Made from 60 percent
Cabernet Franc and 40 percent
Lemberger, it was aged for sixteen
months in French and American
oak barrels. The resulting wine is
quite attractive, with lots of red
berry fruit and hints of mint and
white pepper. While enjoyable
now, it is likely to improve with a
bit of bottle age. Try it with diffi-
cult-to-pair foods such as aspara-
gus, goat cheese, fish cooked in
red wine, or stews containing beer
such as carbonnade.

— Dave Pohl

Dave Pohl, MA ’79, is a wine buyer
at Northside Wine & Spirits in Ithaca.

Wines
of the
Finger
Lakes

2007 SWEDISH HILL CABERNET FRANC/LEMBERGER
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Judy Mozersky was a dancer. 
This was in her youth, before her

body stopped cooperating with her mind.
She studied jazz, modern, and especially
ballet, practicing for hours on end. She

would start each training session with the five basic posi-
tions and then ease into balletic movements—pirouettes
and pas de bourrées, arabesque and attitude—that could
have served as metaphors for the way she glided through
life. It was all about balance and control. She was grace
and elegance and energy, a French-speaking, porcelain-
skinned ballerina. 

At Cornell, where she followed in the footsteps of her father (Ken Mozer-
sky, PhD ’70), her mother (Anne Linowitz Mozersky ’65), her grandparents,
and several aunts and uncles, hers was the quintessential student experience.
She studied psychology, dated a football player, joined a sorority. Active—that
may be the best word to describe her. But that was half a lifetime ago, before
the moment when all the activity came to an end.

Judy had decided to spend the summer before her junior year in Ithaca,
instead of returning to her native Ottawa. On June 14, 1990, she was in her
apartment, mentally preparing herself for an afternoon statistics exam. She had
just stepped out of the shower. The phone rang. “I’ll get it,” she said, and then
she felt something burst in her head. Dizzy and disoriented, she shouted for
help from her roommate. Then the left side of her body went numb. At Gan-
nett Health Center, the doctor told her she was “much too young” to have suf-
fered a stroke. It must be something else. But the symptoms persisted. So she
was transferred to Tompkins Community Hospital, where the neurologist sug-
gested it was probably just a bad migraine. But then the night came, and the
symptoms accelerated, and all became hazy until Judy awakened to find her
parents by her bedside. She could neither move nor speak.

A few days later, a diagnosis: Judy had suffered a stroke affecting the brain
stem, the bridge between the brain and the spinal cord, almost completely
blocking the nerve-fiber pathways that normally connect the motor-executive
areas in the higher brain (the cerebrum) with the nerve-cell centers in the brain
stem and spinal cord, which control the body’s muscular movements. Her mind
was unscathed, but she lost the capacity to direct any movements of her body
other than the muscles governing her eyes, throat, and respiration. She could
feel everything; she could move almost nothing. Given the physical incarcera-
tion of such a condition, Fred Plum, MD ’47, former chairman of the Depart-

For much of her
first nineteen 
years, Judy
Mozersky ’92 
was a dancer. 
For the past 
nineteen, she has
been ‘locked in’—
her intact mind
trapped in an 
immobile body.

By Brad Herzog
Illustrations by Vivienne Flesher

Solo
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Translation of Judy’s eye movements is particular to the per-
son doing the translating. On one hand, there are the meticulous
communicators who allow her to complete each word, even
though it’s clear that when she begins with T-O-T she’s saying
TOTALLY, a favorite of hers. At the other end of the spectrum
are the overzealous intuitive types who translate B-R-A-I and
then frantically start wondering what’s wrong with her brain,
when in reality she was only asking them to fix her braid.

Judy is tolerant of them all, but imagine the patience
required—and the potential for frustration. How desperately must
she wish that the deliberateness of the process wouldn’t diminish
the power of an angry retort or an impulsive reaction or even a
punchline. In The Diving Bell and the Butterfly, author Jean-
Dominique Bauby, who died sixteen months after being locked
in by a stroke, put it this way: “The keenest rapier grows dull and
falls flat when it takes several minutes to thrust it home.” Con-
sider all of the means of expression that most of us take for
granted—the shoulder shrug, the furrowed brow, the sideways
glance, the wry smile—and then picture trying to convey those
emotions one letter at a time. Yet this is her only means of com-

municating her core being. Her eyes are the windows to the soul. 
It is a soul that aches to shine. Before publication of Bauby’s

autobiographical account (which became a critically acclaimed
motion picture), Judy managed to blink out a short book about
her early experiences, Locked In: A Young Woman’s Battle with
Stroke, published in 1996 and available from booksellers online.
Equally impressive, the woman who cannot speak has become
multilingual. Because she lives a stone’s throw from the Quebec
border, she communicates in French or English with her care-
givers, depending on their native tongue. She knows Spanish
from her days at Cornell, started learning Hebrew a few years
ago, and is currently being tutored in Latin. “I think it is empow-
ering to express myself in many languages,” says Judy, an obser-
vation echoed by her mother. “There aren’t a whole lot of chal-
lenges that she can succeed at in her life,” says Anne, “and this
is one in which she can.” 

Third Position: Independence

To dance is to be out of yourself. 
Larger, more beautiful, more powerful. 

— Agnes de Mille

The days following the stroke turned into months. She was trans-
ferred to a rehabilitation center, where her roommates included
a blind woman who couldn’t see Judy’s eye movements and an
elderly lady with dementia who claimed Judy spoke when no one
was around. For all the wonderful nurses who took the time to
understand her preferences, there were others who all but
ignored the fluttering eyes that amounted to her only call bell.
For every doctor who helped her to eventually breathe on her
own, there was the clueless podiatrist who ripped her toenail off

ment of Neurology and Neuroscience at Cornell Medical Col-
lege, coined a term for it in the Sixties: Locked-In Syndrome. 

The dance that was Judy Mozersky’s life had come to a dra-
matic halt, as if the stage lights had gone dark. First Position? In
dance practice, it was basic: heels touching, feet facing outward.
Now it was something even more fundamental.

First Position: Survival 

Dance is a song of the body. Either of joy or pain. 
— Martha Graham

Most of the victims of locked-in syndrome are far older than
Judy was, and it has been estimated that only 10 percent of them
survive the first four months. So in those early, excruciating days,
the goals were to keep Judy alive and remind everyone at Ottawa
General Hospital that beneath that expressionless face was a
vibrant, terrified, completely alert young woman. Judy was
attached to a nasogastric tube, a tracheostomy tube, a urinary
catheter, a respirator, a heart monitor. Unable
to call for help for hours at a time in the dark
of night, she was unimaginably miserable.
Her parents? They endured because they had
no choice. As Anne puts it, “Faced with a
catastrophe, you either cope or die.” 

In the span of hours, at the age of nine-
teen, a cerebrovascular fluke had taken away
motion, communication, the very things that
seemed to define her. But it turns out maybe
that wasn’t the essence of Judy Mozersky
after all. Strip away the physicality of dance,
and what do you have? Nonverbal communication. A creative
outlet for social interaction. A means of telling a story and
expressing passion, pathos, humor. All of that is still part of
Judy’s life. The body may be unwilling, but the mind isn’t. Or, to
put it another way, the dancing stopped, but the music didn’t. 

Second Position: Communication

The dance is a poem of which each movement is a word. 

— Mata Hari

It all happened in the blink of an eye. And now those eyes are
everything. For most of us, they are our means of observing our
surroundings. They are how we receive the world. For Judy, the
eyes are how she becomes part of it. They are the only means for
her to convey all the thoughts and emotions bouncing around
her brain. And she does it letter by letter. After some trial and
error in the weeks following her stroke, Judy and her parents
determined the most practical method: Divide the alphabet into
four quadrants. Raise your eyes when the number for the proper
quadrant is reached, then raise them again at the proper letter
within that quadrant. So the word HOPE, for instance, becomes
“1-2-G-H… 1-2-3-N-O… 1-2-3-N-O-P… 1-A-B-C-D-E.” 

By now, nearly two decades later, Judy’s family, friends, and
caregivers have become remarkably adept at the process—a
method simple enough that even the nurses’ young children often
spell with her, rather enjoying the mystery and sport of it. Her
parents notice that Judy doesn’t settle for linguistic shortcuts.
She’ll be talking to her mother, for instance, and they’ll be the
only two people in the room, but Judy will insert “Mom” into
a sentence—as in “Let’s have lunch, Mom. I’m hungry.” Because
that’s what people do. 

Judy’s eyes are the only means
for her to convey her thoughts
and emotions. And she does it
letter by letter.
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without anesthetic, an event so painful that Judy involuntarily
sat up in bed. 

Judy surrounded herself with stuffed animals. She placed
posters on the wall and a mobile of dancers above her bed. But
it wasn’t home, and her parents were determined to find her one.
“Our wish right at the outset was to give Judy as much inde-
pendence as possible and as much control over her life as possi-
ble,” says Anne, a home childcare consultant. Canada’s univer-
sal health care had removed most financial obstacles from Judy’s
treatment. Indeed, says Ken, who works in a small consulting
business, “we would have been bankrupted otherwise.” But the
normal course of action was for Judy to be placed in a chronic-
care hospital for the rest of her life. So the Mozerskys petitioned
the government, called in support, negotiated, cajoled. Finally,
through a program in Ottawa called Disabled Persons Commu-
nity Resources, they found her a home. 

For more than eighteen years now, she has lived in an apart-
ment building that has an attendant program. Her nurses work
in two eight-hour shifts during the day, and an attendant checks
on Judy in her room every hour at night. Often, she is unable to
rest well, since the stroke damaged part of her brain’s sleep cen-
ter. If she’s uncomfortable, the attendants will reposition her. If
she has to be moved, they are available to transfer her onto the
track lift above her bed and into her wheelchair.

It is a two-bedroom apartment, and Judy has a roommate.
The deal is this: free rent in exchange for a promise (with some
exceptions) of being home from 11 p.m. to 7 a.m. In typical fash-
ion, Judy wonders, “What kind of person has no social life and
can be in by eleven at night?” She has shared her apartment with
eight different women, but her current roommate, Lisa Young,
has lived with her for nearly six years. Young is a sort of surro-
gate daughter to the Mozerskys and, if need be, their eyes and
ears to assess the performance of Judy’s caregivers—a rotating
cadre of seven nurses. “It’s an intimate relationship,” says Anne,
“so having people that she likes to spend time with is critical.” 

Many of Judy’s caregivers have been part of her life for years.
They are more than nurses, more than people tasked with keep-
ing Judy in good physical condition with daily range-of-motion
exercises. They are her translators and her chaperones on trips
(often in a modified van) to the nearby mall or the hairdresser
or the restaurant. They are her conduits to the world and the
voices that transport her to other ones. Judy’s eyes are unable to

scan writing, so her nurses read to her. It is all about human con-
tact. A book on tape can’t laugh with her or re-read a passage
or stop to scratch her nose. 

Paradoxically, these caregivers are the very people who pro-
vide Judy with a sense of independence, most often in the form
of a surprising hobby: cooking. Unlike many victims of locked-
in syndrome, Judy has developed the ability to swallow certain
foods if enough of it is properly placed on the back of her
tongue. “It certainly adds a dimension of quality to her life,” says

Anne. But it is the preparation that most appeals to her. Judy’s
shelves are lined with dozens of cookbooks, their pages marked
with suitable challenges. She and a nurse will choose a recipe,
and Judy will oversee creation of an artichoke casserole or a
seafood risotto. Says Chantal Nickerson, a cheery blonde
Ottawan who has been one of Judy’s caregivers for eighteen
years: “She’s turned us all into Martha Stewart.”

But maybe there’s also a bit of Martha Graham—Judy Moz-
ersky as kitchen choreographer. As Graham once said, “Dance
is just discovery, discovery, discovery.” 

Fourth Position: Connection

We ought to dance with rapture that we might be alive. . .  
and part of the living, incarnate cosmos.

— D. H. Lawrence

Judy is nearly forty now. Her peers with whom she used to talk
late into the night on the Hill are surrounded by daily reminders
of the passage of time—the professional promotions, the kids
running around the house, the unexpected wrinkles in the mir-
ror. Judy’s life is absent of such things, even (because she has no
facial expression) the wrinkles. Bauby, the Diving Bell author,
described it thusly: “Mysterious paradox: time, motionless here,
gallops out there. In my contracted world, the hours drag on but
the months flash by.” 

In some respects, time stopped for Judy the moment she felt
something burst in her brain. “I still feel like a nineteen-year-
old,” she says. So this begs a question: Does she want to hear
how her peers have moved on? There was a time, in the early
post-stroke struggles, when Judy didn’t want to see people, 
didn’t want to even open letters from friends. As she put it, “I
did not want to hear about their boyfriends or their tans.” 

Indeed, fear of causing pain has led to hesitation by some of
her old friends. They wonder if she wants to be reminded that
the parade of life continued for them while hers took an entirely
different path. “I think she’s come to terms with it,” says Anne.
“There are times when she feels sad that it’s not going to be part
of her life. But she takes genuine satisfaction and enjoyment
when she hears from other people. She likes children, and she
likes hearing about what’s going on.” As Judy puts is, “The iso-

lation of not knowing is worse.” So on the pink
walls of her room—not far from the 
“I ♥ Cornell” bumper sticker—are a photo
gallery and a collection of drawings made by
the children of her cousins and her nurses.

Her friends write letters, and Judy writes
them back several times a week. She hasn’t
joined an online social network, doesn’t use 
e-mail—in fact, she doesn’t even own a com-
puter. “I honestly find it much more personal to
write a letter by hand, and I think I feel more
special receiving handwritten letters,” Judy says.
She is old-school, not necessarily because that’s
the way it was done in her pre-stroke days, but

rather because it is an opportunity to put her mark on something.
So she dictates her correspondence, and then she decorates it. 

The stationery is piled high in boxes on her bedroom floor.
Maybe she’ll pick a Degas painting of a ballet class or a print of
Yosemite Falls. Lining a shelf are alphabetized binders filled with
stickers. Maybe she’ll attach a long-stemmed rose to the front of
the envelope and add a rainbow-hued butterfly floating above it.
On the back of the envelope, where it seals, she likes to place a
pair of ballet slippers. “It’s her creative outlet,” her father explains. 

In some respects, time
stopped for Judy the moment
she felt something burst in her
brain. ‘I still feel like a nineteen-
year-old,’ she says. 
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Among the people with whom
Judy corresponds on occasion is
Cornell President Emeritus Frank
Rhodes, who suffered multiple
injuries after being struck by a car in
Florida in 2002. Afterward, he and
Judy were able to commiserate
about things like the quality of nurs-
ing care and the drag of physiother-
apy. “It was sort of cute,” says
Anne, “that they were on the same
wavelength for a short period of
time.” Judy’s most faithful corre-
spondent is Linda Mallett, former
senior associate director of admis-
sions at Cornell. For nearly two
decades they have been writing,
often once or twice a week. Nowa-
days, that photo gallery on Judy’s
wall includes snapshots of Mallett’s
grandchildren. 

It is an interesting study of relationships. While some friends
with whom Judy was close in college have drifted into the
periphery, others whom she got to know primarily after her
stroke have become vital parts of her social support group. The
temptation is to wonder if one’s reaction to her condition is a
sort of litmus test of character, but that may oversimplify a
process influenced by the complexity of emotional bonds.

Even strangers run the gamut of responses. There are those
who stare when they see Judy out and about, her thick black hair
braided and attached to her wheelchair to keep her head in place.
There are some who turn away. And there are others who march
right up to her and express everything from sympathy to curios-
ity. “For the most part,” says Judy, “long ago I stopped worry-
ing about people’s reactions.

Fifth Position: Perspective

A sense of humor is just common sense, dancing. 
— William James

What is most difficult about being locked in? Is it the snail’s pace
of communication? The lack of privacy? Of sleep? The countless
physical challenges? Judy’s answer is one that wasn’t even con-
sidered: “My total incontinence.” The list of hardships is so long
that it would be understandable if self-pity was her default mood.
And make no mistake, there are times when she is profoundly
depressed. “The truth is,” she says, “being locked in is a horri-
ble and terrifying life.”

But here is something interesting: Judy can involuntarily move
air over her vocal cords in two instances—when she cries and
when she laughs. Remarkably, she does the latter often. Indeed,
occasionally her nurse will be in another room and will hear Judy
chortling at some private joke. “Sometimes it gets so loud,” says
Nickerson, “that you can’t help laughing hysterically yourself.”

So while she may be motionless, she is far from humorless—
and occasionally mischievous. While communicating with her care-
givers, she may throw in a Yiddish word, just to throw them off
their game. Even in the hospital in the weeks following the stroke,
when she felt as if she was on display for the medical personnel
who paraded through her room, she would blink out a question
to her nurses in the midst of it all: “Are any of the guys cute?”

If humor was a diversion, hope was a bulwark in the very
beginning, when Judy’s prospects for recovery were unclear.

Although her parents found solace
in other locked-in patients who
showed gradual improvement, they
soon realized that any progress
was going to be measured not in
months but in years. “I’m still
hopeful that stem cell research will
help me and other people,” Judy
says. However, that may be
decades from now. One neurolo-
gist explained it to the Mozerskys
this way: “Let’s say you’re the
Wright Brothers, and you need to
go to the moon . . .” So they focus
on the present, on providing Judy
with the best possible life. “Ken
and I sort of shake our heads
sometimes and say, ‘How does she
do it?’ But I guess you adapt,” says
Anne. “I think she has made as
much of a life for herself as she

can. She’s had to become realistic about her situation and her
hopes and dreams.”

But what about those dreams? Bauby wrote eloquently about
the one element of his post-stroke existence with no limitations:
his imagination. “You can wander off in space and time, set out
for Tierra del Fuego or for King Midas’s court. . . . You can build
castles in Spain, steal the Golden Fleece, discover Atlantis, real-
ize your childhood dreams and adult ambitions.” 

William Butler Yeats once wondered how we can know the
dancer from the dance. But how about the dreamer from the
dreams? “Strangely,” says Judy, “I am still active in my dreams.”
She conjures up ballets. She imagines herself flying, soaring
effortlessly. Often she hears her voice, the voice of a nineteen-
year-old, and it sends chills through her body. Then she wakes
up and is once again surprised that she is unable to move. 

But, says Judy, “my mind never stops.” So on occasion, she
finds her voice through poetry. She may craft a few stanzas while
lying sleepless at night and then dictate them to her nurse in the
morning. Judy has written lengthy poems about everything from
dessert (Whenever I am feeling blue / I turn to my friend /
tiramisu) to her flights of fancy (For that young girl’s mind let
her be / happy and normal and ever so free). A few years ago,
she wrote a poem about one of her favorite pursuits—the occa-
sional trip to Ottawa’s National Art Center, where for a couple
of hours she is at once wistful and blissful.

Last night I went to the ballet
I watched breathless as I dreamed away
The dancers’ feet were a frenetic motion
Their costumes were as blue as the ocean
I gasped as I silently cried
I mourned the girl who had died
The dancers keep my spirits alive
It’s the magic of movement on which I thrive

It is in those moments, perhaps, that Judy Mozersky is still a
ballerina—unmoving, yes, but not unmoved. For more than half
of her life, she has been locked in, but you can’t confine the human
spirit. And after all, as the saying goes, anyone who believes only
sunshine brings happiness has never danced in the rain. 

Brad Herzog ’90 first wrote about Judy Mozersky for 
CAM in 1999. That story is available online at 
cornellalumnimagazine.com.

c
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Artist James
Siena ’79 has
gained fame
with his intense
geometric
paintings, each
a ‘problem’
solved

By Beth Saulnier
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James Siena ’79 had his first public art
show at a restaurant. But at least it
was one of the world’s most famous 
vegetarian eateries: Moosewood, the
venerable fixture of Ithaca’s Dewitt
Mall whose eponymous cookbook
brought meatless cuisine to the

masses. “I got to put up two pieces,” the artist recalls,
“and I think I got a free dinner.”

Siena has come a long way from that undergrad debut. His work is in the
collections of such institutions as the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the MoMA,
Boston’s Museum of Fine Art, and the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art;
he participated in the 2004 Whitney Biennial and has had two solo shows at
New York’s prestigious PaceWildenstein Gallery. This summer, he got a nod from
his alma mater with the 2009 Eissner Artist of the Year Award from the Cornell
Council for the Arts; his work will be on display at the Johnson Museum from
January to April, and he’ll give a talk on campus on April 16. “One of the things
I think about when I work is to slow down modern art to some extent,” he says,
“to take the immediacy of modern life and make it less of a subject.”

Although Siena also makes prints and drawings, he’s best known for his
small-scale works on aluminum that, as a New York Times reviewer once noted,
“at first resemble funky retro-style patterns for kitchen linoleum or bathroom
tile.” But in fact, they’re the products of Siena’s own “algorithms,” sets of math-
ematical and geometric rules he devises as a sort of personal challenge and 
aesthetic exercise. Those restrictions can be brief and straightforward: “Endless
line containing black,” he explains in the catalog for a 2001 show, describing a

The Rule
Breaker
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Battery, 1996-97, 29 x 23 inches, enamel on aluminum
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Untitled Yellow-Black, 1991, 19 1/4 x 15 1/8 inches, enamel on aluminum
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piece called Untitled Yellow-Black. “Line made up of
acute angles. No lines may cross each other.” Or they
can be devilishly complex, as in the Battery series: 

Irregular ellipses follow the four sides of the picture
and cover the entire surface in a spiral chain. Ellipses
are located such that they are not situated beside one
another, but beside the space between them. Their size
diminishes slightly as they reach the center. Irregular
spacing causes a “cascade effect”; that is, the distortions
of one area, because of their determinant value to suc-
cessive ellipses, cause further distortions, which in turn
repeat the distortion, until the center is reached. Once
the surface is distributed with ellipses, they are lined,
within and without, the outer lining taking the form of
a net which travels from ellipse to ellipse, forming rec-
tangles with concave sides. . . . All voids are thus filled
with successive colors.

“Why do I come up with specific rules?” Siena
muses. “I think it’s because the picture can kind of make
itself—the art would not exist without the idea or rule.
It’s difficult to say what my goal is, because there’s a dif-
ferent goal every time I sit down to make a painting.
There’s a procedure in motion, and it’s the job of that
one particular painting to solve that problem. Then
when I’m done with that, I go and make another prob-
lem. So maybe another way to describe it is that I start
a problem and solve it, and the picture is the result of
that process.”

Siena’s work has won over critics,
academics, and collectors alike. In
nominating him for the Eissner
award, Cornell art department
chair Patricia Phillips called him
“one of the most inventive, inde-

pendent, focused, and prolific artists working today.” In
the Times, critic Ken Johnson wrote, “The recipes for
spiraling lines, nesting boxes, recursively proliferating
lattices, and other sorts of all-over patterns produce
something far from soberly rationalistic. Mr. Siena’s
hand imparts to the images the wobbly linearity of
underground comic book art; his decorative impulses
give them an elaborately detailed, jewel-like quality. . . .
The combination of systematic complexity, comically
eccentric style, and hedonism is mesmerizing and irre-
sistibly delightful.”

For his works on aluminum, Siena uses industrial
paint—actually, sign painter’s enamel. It’s the other end
of the spectrum from his student days, when he bought
pigments in New York and ground his own paints,
sometimes adding other elements like eggshells. Then,
as now, he worked in a variety of media; he even dab-
bled in a kind of automotive objet trouvé: “Ithaca has
harsh winters that are very hard on cars, and in the Sev-
enties people probably didn’t take as good care of their
vehicles as they do now,” he recalls. “There was a lot of
metal in the street that had fallen off cars. And I was
picking it up and painting it—these beautiful, lacy, intri-
cately shaped, rusted pieces of metal.”

Siena grew up in Washington, D.C., and Palo Alto,
California; his father was a lawyer who worked at the
Pentagon and later was legal adviser to the president of
Stanford. On the Hill, he majored in art and had a 

James Siena ’79

Kinked Non-Slice, 2008, 19 1/4 x 15 1/8 inches, enamel
on aluminum

048-053CAMso09siena  8/13/09  2:21 PM  Page 51



52 Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

‘I never resented the fact
that I made a living by
other means. That’s the
way it is for most artists.’

varied undergrad experience, from serving as an unofficial
roadie for his then-girlfriend’s band to working his way up
from usher to head house manager at Cornell Cinema. “I
remember stealing apples,” Siena says with a smile. “We used
to ride our bikes to the Cornell Orchard and fill up our back-
packs and make huge quantities of applesauce and eat it for
the whole fall and freeze it.” His academic memories include
taking two astronomy courses: one taught by Carl Sagan (“the
easiest class I ever took”) and another by a professor who had
transitioned from male to female over the previous summer. “It
was the toughest class a lot of us had taken,” he recalls.
“Maybe she thought gender reassignment was hard enough—
if she could go through that, then we could go through intro-
ductory astrophysics and stellar gerontology. I barely passed;
it was the most hard-earned D that I ever got.”

A fter graduation Siena stayed in Ithaca for
a couple of years before moving to New
York; for years, he supported himself by
making museum-quality picture frames.
He rented his first studio in 1984, a dirt-
floor basement under a hair salon on the

Lower East Side—“$100 a month, and worth it too.” With his
first wife, he formed a performance art group that made a
name for itself in the downtown scene, eventually getting
tapped to do some short pieces for HBO and Cinemax. “It had
a time-based element—it could be repeated and rehearsed—but
it was not narrative by any means,” he says. “One guy used to
call us ‘dancing poets’ because we would create word clusters
and there would be movements either opposing or enhancing
the words.” He retired from performance when his son (now
twenty) was born; with his own art, his day job making frames,
and now parenting, something had to go. “I spent a lot of time
doing child rearing, because we were very broke,” he says. “But
I never resented the fact that I made a living by other means,
never felt that it was somehow unfair; that’s the way it is for
most artists. It was a good sixteen or seventeen years of doing
other things. I was selling a little, but not enough to survive.”

His first solo show in New York came in 1996 at a gallery
in Brooklyn, with one in Manhattan the following year. He now
has the luxury of focusing exclusively on his art; he and his sec-
ond wife, French-born artist Katia Santibañez, live on Broome
Street on the Lower East Side and each keep studios nearby.
They split their time between the city and a 200-year-old house
in a tiny village in the Massachusetts Berkshires. “It felt amaz-
ing, like I was being given the longest, best vacation ever, and
I’m still on it,” Siena says of being a full-time artist. “But now
I work much harder than ever. Katia’s also very disciplined; we
talk during the day about when to have dinner, and sometimes
it’s eight or eight-thirty, because we have so much to do. We
spend more time in our studios than anywhere else.”

Siena’s most recent solo show, at PaceWildenstein in 2008,
featured not only his familiar algorithmic paintings but also
some different work—moody, almost malevolent drawings of
old men as well as gouaches with sexual themes, such as A Boy
Surrounded by His Penis. (As a New York Sun reviewer put it
in a rave: “This rule-fiend seems intent on breaking his own car-
dinal principles.”) Lately, he’s been working on images of dis-
torted bodies, inspired in part by medieval depictions of devils.
“There are times when it isn’t necessarily fun, and I feel kind of
guilty when it isn’t,” he says of the artist’s life. “It should be fun;
I should be overjoyed that this is all I have to do now. It’s the
old concept of, ‘be careful what you wish for.’” c

Above: worried man, watching, 2007,
graphite and gouache on paper, 35 3/8 x
23 5/8 inches. Below: Non Slice, 2007, ink
on paper, 60 x 40 inches.
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Heliopolis, 2005, 29 x 23 inches, enamel on aluminum
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For the past thirty years I’ve been 
corresponding with my high school
calculus teacher, Mr. Don Joffray.
During that time, he went from the
prime of his career to retirement,
competed in whitewater kayak at

the international level, and lost a son. I matured from
teenage math geek to Ivy League professor, suffered 
the sudden death of a parent, and blundered into a 
marriage destined to fail. 

What’s remarkable is not that any of this took place—such ups and
downs are to be expected in three decades of life—but rather that so little of
it is discussed in the letters. Instead, our correspondence, and our friendship
itself, is based almost entirely on a shared love of calculus. 

It never occurred to me how peculiar this is until Carole (I’m happily
remarried now) teased me about it. ‘‘You’ve been writing to him for thirty
years? You must know everything about each other.’’ Not really, I said. We
just write about math problems. ‘‘That is such a guy thing,’’ she said, shak-
ing her head. 

Her question got me thinking. What did I really know about my teacher?
Why had so much gone undiscussed between us? On the other hand, we both
enjoyed our correspondence the way it was, so was there any problem here? 

Questions like these have kept nagging at me. I’m not sure how to go
about answering them or if I should even try. All the while, I find myself look-
ing for clues in a green Pendaflex folder in my office, stuffed four inches thick
with letters about math problems. 

In an excerpt from

his new memoir, 

a Cornell math 

professor ponders

the life lessons 

garnered from

decades of 

correspondence 

with his high school

calculus teacher

EXCERPTED AND CONDENSED FROM THE BOOK ENTITLED THE CALCULUS OF
FRIENDSHIP BY STEVEN STROGATZ, AVAILABLE NOW FROM PRINCETON 
UNIVERSITY PRESS. COPYRIGHT © 2009 PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS.
REPRINTED BY PERMISSION.
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By Steven Strogatz

I WAS FIFTEEN WHEN I TOOK CALCULUS FROM MR.
Joffray. One thing about him was unlike any other teacher
I’d ever had: he worshipped some of his former students.
He’d tell stories about them, legends that made them sound
like Olympian figures, gods of mathematics. In my own
case, he was more a fan than a teacher, always marveling
at what problems I could invent and solve. It felt slightly
strange to be so admired by my own teacher. But I can’t say
I minded it. 

After I graduated, something in me wanted to stay in
touch with him. My first letters were about math problems
that I thought he’d enjoy, gems I’d picked up in my college
courses. The letters were infrequent, about one a year. I
suppose he must have written back to me, but none of his
responses have survived. It never occurred to me to save
them. 

It was only a decade later, when I was just starting my
career as a professor, that our correspondence began to
flourish. The pattern was always the same: Mr. Joffray
would write to ask for help with a problem that had
stumped him, typically a question raised by one of his sen-
iors in the most advanced math class at the school. When
one of these letters arrived in the mail, I stopped whatever I was doing to see
if I could help. For one thing, they posed fascinating little questions, beauti-
ful excursions off the beaten track of calculus. But maybe more important,
they gave me a chance to explain math to someone who loved learning it, the
best student any teacher could have—someone with perfect preparation and
an evident sense of delight and gratitude. 

With his retirement a few years ago and no more students to stimulate
him, our correspondence began to wane. Not in frequency—in fact, he wrote

Life lessons: Math teacher Don Joffray in
the classroom

LOOMIS CHAFFEE ARCHIVES
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to me more than ever—but in intensity and reciprocity. It got to the point
where I simply couldn’t keep up with him. Yes, he reassured me, he under-
stood all that, and urged me not to worry; he knew how busy I must be in
my career and with all the new obligations that come with raising a family.
But it still felt like we were drifting apart. Ironically, I was now the same age
that he was when he taught me in high school. 

In January 2004, yet another letter arrived. But this time I felt anxious
when I saw the envelope. The uncharacteristically tremulous handwriting
reminded me of my dad’s after his Parkinson’s had set in. 

Sat. January 17, 2004 
Dear Steve, Eek! I had a mild stroke Thurs. noon and lost all sensation

in my right (writing) hand. Several hours later I managed to open and close
my fingers and get some strength back into my grip, but, alas, no dexterity!
X@#! A one-handed piano player isn’t in demand, so I’ll miss my gig with
our jazz quartet tomorrow. . . . 

This glimpse of mortality awakened me to how much I’d been overlook-
ing all these years. I felt compelled to visit Mr. Joffray at his home, to come
to know the man behind the math. 

CALCULUS IS THE MATHEMATICAL STUDY OF CHANGE. ITS ESSENCE IS
best captured by its original name, ‘‘fluxions,’’ coined by its inventor, Isaac
Newton. The name calls to mind systems that are ever in motion, always
unfolding. 

Like calculus itself, this story is an exploration of change. It’s about the
transformation that takes place in a student’s heart, as he and his teacher
reverse roles, as they age, as they are buffeted by life itself. Through all these
changes, they are bound together by a love of calculus. For them it is more
than a science. It is a game they love playing together—so often the basis of
friendship between men—a constant, while all around them is in flux. 

HAVING FINISHED THE MATH COURSES OFFERED BY THE SCHOOL, I 
spent my senior year teaching myself, detached from Mr. Joffray. I’d sit alone
for an hour every day in an empty classroom, reading a textbook on multivari-
able calculus or trying to rederive Huygens’s results about cycloidal pendulums. 

At other times I did a kind of research, often about chase problems. These
problems of pursuit, as mathematicians call them, completely captivated me. 

The first one I ever heard of came from Mr. Joffray. It went like this: Sup-
pose a postman is trying to escape from a dog chasing him. The postman
starts at the origin and runs away in a straight line at a constant speed v.
Meanwhile, the dog starts at a point somewhere off that line and runs with
constant speed w, instantaneously swerving in such a way that it is always
heading straight toward the postman’s current location. Find the equation
for the curve traced out by the dog. [Diagram 1]

Another one was quintessential Joffray: A man in a kayak, paddling
across a river, is trying to reach a certain point on the opposite shore. The
kayaker, being a determined and not-too-clever sort, always aims directly
toward his destination even as he’s being carried downriver by the current. 

Suppose that the river flows with constant speed v and the kayaker pad-
dles with constant speed w relative to the river. Find the path traced out by
the kayak. [Diagram 2]

These two chase problems—the dog and postman, and the determined

Like calculus itself,
this story is an 
exploration of
change. It’s about
the transformation
that takes place in
a student’s heart.

DIAGRAM 1

DIAGRAM 2
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kayaker—are both exercises in differential equations. Such equations are what
calculus is all about: flux and change. A differential equation describes how
a system changes its behavior in response to the ever-changing forces on it.
All the pushes and pulls nudge the system to be in some new condition, or
some new place, where the forces are different again. For instance, in the dog-
vs.-postman problem, the man keeps moving, so the dog has to keep revis-
ing its directional heading. It does that instantly. 

That’s the breathtaking idea behind all of calculus—you think about what’s
happening at an instant, in an infinitesimal unit of time—and you can actu-
ally deal with that ineffable idea, make it into a powerful predictive tool. Here
we can write down a differential equation that captures the idea of ‘‘aiming,’’
of the fact that the dog changes its course heading at every instant. And by
solving that equation, we learn the whole path that the dog must follow. The
whole trajectory is built of all the infinitesimal steps the dog takes en route to
its prey. 

This vision of the world—that everything can be viewed as the accumu-
lation of infinitesimal changes—is the most revolutionary insight of calculus.
Figuring out how to turn this idea into workable mathematics was the break-
through that allowed calculus to be invented in the first place, back in the
1600s. Isaac Newton was trying to calculate how the planets move. He did
this by thinking of the planets as being acted on by the ever-changing force
of gravity. As they orbit the sun, they change their distance from it, which
changes the gravitational tug they feel, which then steers them to a new place
in the next instant, where the force is again slightly different, and so on. Solv-
ing for the motion of the planets becomes a problem in differential equations. 

So by playing with chase problems, you can feel like you’re in the com-
pany of Newton. And you are. I loved that about them. 

THE CHASE PROBLEMS THAT MR. JOFFRAY HAD TOSSED OUT WERE 
challenging but ultimately manageable. Their compliant character reinforced
my feelings about mathematical justice. All you had to do was translate the
word problem into the right equations; find the right substitutions; work
calmly and logically and grind though the algebra without doing anything
wrong; and sure enough, the right answer would pop out. It had to. 

The first hint that something was wrong with this gauzy vision came
when I concocted a question of my own. It seemed a lot like the other chase
problems I’d solved, but for some reason it was turning out to be strangely
obstinate. I spent months on it. It was frustrating, tantalizing, and delicious.
With enough effort, I felt sure I could solve it, and all the months of frustra-
tion would make the conquest that much sweeter. 

The question was, suppose a dog at the center of a circular pond sees a
duck swimming around the circumference. The dog chases the duck by
always swimming straight toward it. In other words, the dog’s velocity vec-
tor always lies along the line connecting it to the duck. Meanwhile, the duck
takes evasive action by swimming around the edge of the pond as fast as it
can, always moving counterclockwise. Assuming both animals swim at the
same constant speed, find an equation for the dog’s path. [Diagram 3]

It’s clearly some sort of spiral that asymptotically approaches the circle
where the duck is. But what’s the equation for such a spiral? Unlike the spi-
ral of a tethered goat winding itself tighter and tighter around a tree, this is
an expansive spiral, growing away from its center but limited by a circular
boundary it can never cross. A fascinating path. DIAGRAM 3

To the letter: A page from Mr. Joffray
to his former student (above)

CAROLE SCHIFFMAN
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perfect. There was even something slightly sad about him.
Though a playful man in many ways, he was aware of missing
out on the deepest forms of human intimacy. ‘‘I am truly a ‘lone
traveler’ and have never belonged to my country, my home, my
friends, or even my immediate family, with my whole heart,’’ he
once wrote. For all his empathy in the abstract, Einstein
remained curiously detached from the people closest to him. 

IN THE JUNE 1961 MATHEMATICAL GAMES COLUMN IN 
Scientific American, Martin Gardner posed a riddle that has
become a favorite in courses on the psychology of creativity: 

One morning, exactly at sunrise, a Buddhist monk began to
climb a tall mountain. The narrow path, no more than a foot or
two wide, spiraled around the mountain to a glittering temple at
the summit. 

The monk ascended the path at varying rates of speed, stop-
ping many times along the way to rest and to eat the dried fruit
he carried with him. He reached the temple shortly before sun-
set. After several days of fasting and meditation he began his
journey back along the same path, starting at sunrise and again
walking at variable speeds with many pauses along the way. His
average speed descending was, of course, greater than his aver-
age climbing speed. 

Prove that there is a spot along the path that the monk will
occupy on both trips at precisely the same time of day. 

You might want to think about this for a minute. Can you
come up with a convincing argument why this has to be true?
You don’t have to figure out where the magic spot is—its loca-
tion will depend on the unknown details of how fast the monk
walked, how long he paused, and so on. You just have to prove
that such a spot must exist, somewhere. 

Many people feel that this problem is impossible, that not
enough information has been given. And it’s certainly true that
you can’t solve it with words or algebra. Give it a try and then
read on. 

One approach is pictorial. Suppose we draw a graph of where
the monk is at different times of day. On the ascent, the graph
starts at the bottom at sunrise, then rises on a wiggly path (wig-
gly because of the monk’s pauses and variable walking speed),
and finally reaches the top just before sunset. [Diagram 4]

Now think about what the corresponding graph looks like
on the way down. It’s another wiggly curve. We know almost
nothing about its shape, except that it starts at the top and ends
at the bottom. Fortunately, that’s enough information to solve
the problem. When you put the rising and falling graphs on the
same axes, it’s clear they have to cross each other somewhere.
At that intersection point, the monk is at the same place at the

I couldn’t calculate it. I tried every conceivable change of
variables and even managed to reduce the problem to a beauti-
ful differential equation, one that looked like it should be
tractable. But I could never solve that one either. 

What I didn’t know yet was that some math problems are
unsolvable. No explicit answer is possible; in this case, there’s no
formula for the dog’s spiraling path. It’s indescribable in terms
of the elementary mathematical functions we’re used to. You
might say our language isn’t up to the task. 

In later years I’d realize that this is the rule, not the excep-
tion. Most differential equations are unsolvable in the same
sense. Our library of formulas isn’t rich enough to encompass
them. Which makes those few problems we can solve—the ones
they give you in high school—seem all the more precious. 

THE THEORY OF RELATIVITY IS FOUNDED ON EMPATHY. NOT
empathy in the ordinary emotional sense; empathy in a rigor-
ous scientific sense. The crucial idea is to imagine how things
would appear to someone who’s moving in a different way than
you are. 

At a time when it seemed absurd to claim that the earth
moves around the sun, Galileo asked doubters to imagine being
confined below deck in an enormous ship. There are no port-
holes in your cabin, no way to see the coastline passing by. If the
sea is calm and the boat is gliding straight ahead at a steady
speed, how could you tell you are moving? You couldn’t. Any
observation you’d make would be the same as if you were
motionless. Pour wine into your glass, and it falls straight down,
just as it would on dry land. That’s because everything in your
cabin—the furniture, the air, the wine—would be moving right
along with the ship. By the same reasoning, said Galileo, the
earth could be moving and we wouldn’t sense it. 

Three hundred years later, Einstein wondered what he would
see if he were riding alongside a beam of light. Would the 
electromagnetic waves stand still, in violation of Maxwell’s equa-
tions? Would a distant clock seem to stop ticking? From ques-
tions like these came the special theory of relativity, with its shat-
tering insights about time and space, mass and energy. Later he
asked how the laws of physics would appear to an observer
inside a plummeting elevator (assuming he retained his compo-
sure long enough to make observations).

As a teenager I revered Einstein. For his genius, of course,
but also because he radiated kindness. Silly as it sounds, he was
a big part of why I wanted to attend Princeton. I wanted to be
near him, to walk in his footsteps. Soon after arriving, I dragged
a few other freshmen along with me to gaze at his house. 

Lately, though, I’ve started to see him differently. He wasn’t
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same time on both days. [Diagram 5]
If you don’t find this argument convincing enough, you can

make it more rigorous with calculus. Assuming that both curves
are continuous functions of time (meaning that the monk moves
continuously along the path and does not jump from point to
point or use a jet pack), the intermediate value theorem guaran-
tees that the rising and falling curves have to cross somewhere. 

All this is fine, but it’s still not the best argument. The best
argument uses only common sense and some imagination. It’s a
nice example of the role of visualization in a mathematical proof. 

Imagine the monk as two people, one climbing the mountain,
one descending, and both starting at dawn on the same day. In
other words, superimpose the events of both days and watch
what happens. His climbing self will encounter his descending
self somewhere on the mountain. And when he does, he’ll be at
the same place at the same time. QED. 

When I look back on where Mr. Joffray and I were in the fall
of 1989, I’m reminded of the monk and the mountain. Our cor-
respondence was about to take off like never before, right at the
point where our careers began to cross, his descending and mine
on the rise. We were now at the same place at the same time,
though taking separate journeys. c

DIAGRAM 4

DIAGRAM 5

ROBERT BARKER / UP

054-059CAMso09strogatz  8/13/09  2:22 PM  Page 59



60 Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

Cornellians in Business | Classifieds

Dishwashers

Real Estate

Career Services

Entertainment

SMART IS SEXY
Date fellow graduates and faculty of the Ivies,
Seven Sisters, MIT, Stanford, medical schools and
some others. More than 5,500 members. All ages.

THE RIGHT STUFF
800-988-5288  www.rightstuffdating.com

PARIS, SW FRANCE, PROVENCE—Comfortable apart-
ments, homes, chateaux. www.FrenchHomeRentals.com;
fhr@earthlink.net; (503) 219-9190.

PROVENCE. Delightful five-bedroom stone farmhouse
facing Roman theater. Pool, vineyard. 860-672-6607;
www.frenchfarmhouse.com.

Travel/Tours
NEW ZEALAND—Personalized, flexible, guided travel
groups. Explore. Interact. Enjoy. (800) 206-8322.
www.BlackSheepTouring.co.nz.

Professional Services
Inkwater Press seeks fiction, nonfiction, and poetry
for book publication, royalties. (503) 968-6777,
www.inkwaterpress.com.

Cornell Collectables
VINTAGE CORNELL COLLECTABLES and memorabilia at
www.collectableivy.com. Great gift ideas.

Personals

Rentals
The Caribbean/Mexico/Central America

ST. JOHN, USVI—2.2-acre luxury estate. 3BR, 12' x 40'
pool, spectacular views. Convenient to beaches, town.
(340) 776-6805; www.estaterose.com.

Europe

PARIS 6th, LEFT BANK—Sunny, furnished 1 BR apt.
overlooking Seine. Also house in St. Barths—best view.
(212) 988-0838.

Health Insurance
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The ‘CAAAN-Do’ Spirit
With applications on the rise, Cornell’s Alumni Ambassadors

find creative ways to reach more students

By Scott Pesner ’87

alma
matters

N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  C O R N E L L  A L U M N I  F E D E R A T I O N

www.alumni.cornell.edu

While the increase in Cor-
nell’s application rate—13
percent over the past two

years—has been great news for the Uni-
versity, it has tested the mettle of the
Cornell Alumni Admissions Ambas-
sadors Network. CAAAN is one of the
University’s largest alumni groups, with
more than 7,000 members. Its volun-
teers meet with applicants to answer
questions about Cornell, providing a
personal touch during the admissions
process; they also file reports with the
Undergraduate Admissions Office, pro-
viding feedback about their meetings
with the candidates. In addition,
CAAAN members staff college fairs,
participate in special events, and host
admitted student receptions and fresh-
man send-offs.

Volunteers are assigned to one of
nearly 400 committees worldwide, each
overseen by a chairperson. (In larger
metropolitan and suburban areas, the
committees are also overseen by a gen-
eral chairperson.) Randy Rosenberg ’74
serves as general chair of Nassau Coun-
ty CAAAN on Long Island and oversees
one of the county’s fourteen committees.
With the growing application rate, he
knew he had to come up with some
creative strategies. Rosenberg began
working with a local high school, tak-
ing over its guidance suite for a week-
end and asking alumni to donate four
hours of their time. He then called

each applicant individually to schedule
meetings. “On one Saturday alone, we
were able to see seventy-five appli-
cants,” he says. 

For the past nine years, Seth Kaplan
’92 has served as general chair for the
Greater Dallas Metroplex, an area that
includes not only Dallas but most of
eastern Texas as well. As Cornell has
expanded its admissions marketing to
large population-growth areas, especial-
ly the Southwest, Kaplan has also seen
applications rise while the number of

September / October 2009
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(continued on page 62)

volunteers remains steady. “It’s meant
asking alumni to give a little more
time, seeing an additional applicant or
two,” he says. “I’ve never had an alum-
nus not willing to pitch in.”

Despite his volunteers’ enthusiasm,
Kaplan faced a particular challenge at
one high school. The Texas Academy of
Math and Science is a boarding school
fifty miles north of Dallas that draws
students from all over the state. How-
ever, because there are no CAAAN

Summer send-off: For more than thirty years, CAAAN and the Cornell Club of Monmouth-Ocean
Counties (New Jersey) have hosted a picnic for incoming freshmen.
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members in the vicinity, Kaplan’s group
had been unable to effectively reach out
to the academy, which is rich in prospec-
tive Cornellians. To solve this problem,
he arranged with school administrators
to coordinate student-volunteer meet-
ings on a Saturday. Next, he asked his
committees to see if alumni were will-

ing to drive up and spend the day talk-
ing one-on-one with applicants. He was
surprised at the number who volun-
teered. “Not only did we get to meet
with all the applicants,” Kaplan says,
“but we made a very positive impression
for Cornell.” 

For Claudia Meer ’73—who has
seen the number of applicants grow
from 300 to 500 in the past ten years
in the two committees she oversees in
suburban Bergen County, New Jersey—
communication with her 100 volun-
teers has been key to success. “You have
to be in constant contact and maintain

their enthusiasm for Cornell,” she says.
To do this, Meer sends out regular e-
mail updates about what’s happening
on campus and recruits new members
by finding alumni in the area whose
children have recently been accepted to
the University.

While some CAAAN committees
oversee all or part of a city, county, or

state—or even an entire country—a
handful are assigned to just one high
school. Jennifer Chung ’98 co-chairs
one of these; it meets with applicants
from Stuyvesant, perhaps New York
City’s top public high school. Chung
has seen the number of applicants from
Stuyvesant, of which she is an alumna,
grow from 150 to almost 300 over the
past seven years. And every year, nearly
everyone has had a CAAAN contact.
“The only way we can get this done is
through group meetings,” says Chung,
who conducts sessions early in the
morning on her way into work with the

help of the school’s guidance office.
Chung warns there’s a lot of work that
goes into making these meetings effec-
tive, so each applicant gets individual
attention. “I’ll send each one a ques-
tionnaire beforehand, so I know a little
about them,” she says. “But more im-
portant, I’ll ask them to send me their
questions about Cornell so I can re-

search the answers.”
Chung says these group

sessions have had an unex-
pected effect: drawing out stu-
dents who don’t understand
the admissions process. “Many
are first-generation Americans,
and they don’t understand
what’s required,” she says.
“They see their classmates an-
swering questions and talking
about themselves, and it tends
to make them feel more com-
fortable.” Because many
Stuyvesant students commute
two or more hours each way to
get to school, Chung asks each
one of them, “If I could give
you back those extra hours,
what would you do with
them?” She says the answers

reveal things—like a desire to do certain
extracurricular activities or help their
parents with the family business—that
they would never think to include in
their Cornell application. “The question
allows the admissions office to under-
stand these students more and puts the
personal touch in the reports we file,”
she says, “which is what the whole
CAAAN process is about.”

Scott Pesner ’87 serves on the Cor-
nell Alumni Federation Board. 

If you would like to volunteer for
CAAAN, go to caaan.admissions.
cornell.edu.
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CU in the city: For the past several years, CAAAN has invited rising
freshmen to a taping of the CBS “Early Show” in Manhattan.

Capitol kids: Future freshmen from the Washington, D.C., area get together
before heading off to college.

Cornell bound: Incoming freshmen from Puerto Rico celebrate their admission at a CAAAN event.
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The Cornell University So-
lar Decathlon (CUSD)
team is making great

progress as it builds a boldly de-
signed solar-powered house for the
U.S. Department of Energy’s Solar
Decathlon competition, which will
be held in Washington, D.C., in
mid-October. In August, CUSD
showcased the house at the Great
New York State Fair in Syracuse.
With more than 150 student
members, this is Cornell’s largest
student-run project. 

For the final competition,
twenty colleges and universities
from around the world will meet
on the Washington Mall, where
each will build and showcase a
highly energy-efficient, entirely
solar-powered house. Entries will
be judged on ten criteria, including engi-
neering, market viability, and lighting
design. For more information on the

event and related activities planned for
all Cornellians, e-mail cusd@cornell.
edu or visit cusd.cornell.edu. 

Solar Decathlon Team Heads to D.C.

September / October 2009
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ome Home to Cornell!
Homecoming 2009: October 16-18

Join fellow Cornellians and friends
and enjoy the best that the Uni-
versity has to offer. The campus
will be in full swing with pro-

grams that promise to keep you busy
from morning to night. You can
choose from campus tours, college and
school programs, fraternity and soror-
ity events, admissions information ses-
sions, recreational programs, tailgates,
other class and affinity activities, and
much more. For more Homecoming
information, visit alumni.cornell.edu/
homecoming or call the Office of
Alumni Affairs at (607) 255-1988. 

Cornell vs. Fordham Football 
Saturday, October 17

Schoellkopf Field, 12:30 p.m.

Feel the excitement in the air! Join
the roar of the crowd and cheer the
Big Red on to victory against the
Fordham Rams. For football tickets
and stadium parking permits, call
the Athletic Ticket Office at (607)
254-BEAR.

Cornell University 
Glee Club Concert 

Saturday, October 17 
Bailey Hall

Sing along to your favorite Cornell
songs and enjoy a variety of choral
pieces by one of the country’s pre-
mier male collegiate vocal ensem-
bles. For details, visit www.glee
club.com.

Overnight accommodations in the Ithaca area are limited; call the Tompkins
County Convention and Visitors Bureau at (800) 284-8422 or go to visitithaca.
com for an update on availability.

Environmentally friendly: A sketch of
Cornell’s entry for the Solar Decathlon
competition in October
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Class Notes

CRC The Continuous Reunion
Club (CRC), which con-
venes every year, cele-

brated its 103rd in ’09. Some of the finest hours
of those beautiful June days came in the nearly
continuous 100th birthday celebration of Bill
Vanneman ’31, whose love affair with Cornell
stretches back over nine decades. Three Cornell
presidents and a multitude of friends from many
walks of Big Red life wished happy returns (many)
at a Statler birthday party that began the long
weekend. There, President David Skorton noted the
significance of Bill’s CRC connection, emphasizing
“continuous.” His 78 years of class leadership
received warm applause at the Savage Club vari-
ety show later that evening at the Statler. Jazz
trombonist Ernie Hardy ’53, PhD ’69, represented
CRC, along with those of the Cayuga’s Waiters of
the Fifties, alumni singers who were helping keep
the (Brud) Holland International Living Center, our
reunion home, lively after the show. Part of the
CRC attraction is the late-night debate at the HQ.
Unfortunately, it hasn’t solved the world’s prob-
lems yet. We’ll try again next year.  

In the morning, Gerry Grady ’53 was seen
heading for the Class of ’54 minus a sock. That
was to tempt the gullible to think it had been
part of the milk punch he was brewing for ’54. Sil-
ly. Everyone knows clean ones are used now. The
Waiters were back at the Statler for our CRC lunch.
They hit the right notes for members and guests
from the athletic staff with harmonies of the
Fifties—“The Day Isn’t Long Enough,” for instance.
“Halls of Ivy.” “Every Time We Say Goodbye.” They
concluded with “Goodnight, Little Girl,” sung to
women’s basketball coach Dayna Smith. The al-
most last line remains, “I thought I could win you
with all that gin in you.” She seemed pleased. The
lunchers learned that CRC had made a gift to the
women’s volleyball team. The chair recognized its
brand-new coach, Sarah Bernson. It was an-
nounced that our Joe Driscoll ’44 Cornell Tradition
Fellow Morgan May ’11 of Mount Holly, NJ, is
proceeding smoothly to a Hotelie degree and a
future in the hospitality field.  

The moveable celebration continued as direc-
tor of athletics Andy Noel added his felicitations
to a beaming Bill Vanneman, up front with Bill Jr.
’65, Reeve (aka “Ting”) ’67, Jane Wallace Van-
neman ’68, and crew. Noel hailed an outstanding
year for athletics, saying, “We win because we
have great coaches. Our success is built on the
shoulders of alumni. Period.” Retired baseball
coach Ted Thoren, the senior (and honorary) CRC
member, introduced Ed Savitsky ’59 and his wife,
Dianne. Ted, then an assistant football coach, dis-
covered him in Mary D, PA. Ed, said Ted, paved the
way for about 200 “coal crackers” the coach dug
up in the mine country over the years and helped
find their way to Cornell. Many, like Savitsky, were
excellent football players. He became an All-Ivy
guard who played both offense and defense—like
everyone else—on a Big Red team that nearly
won an Ivy championship and is a member of the
Cornell Athletic Hall of Fame. Rob Koll, coach of
the Cornell wrestlers who finished fifth in the na-
tion, told of the way his team had rallied around
each other to overcome unexpected obstacles and

said he was proud—not so much “because of the
achievements but how they handled the chal-
lenge.” Football coach Jim Knowles ’87 voiced a
similar view when he spoke of the nation’s num-
ber two lacrosse team—our Big Red—which lost
national honors on the last play of the year—
“Look at the class of our lacrosse program—the
way that team held its head up.” Grady gave a
succinct financial report. He observed that
Thoren’s remarks had lacked customary and con-
troversial spice. He commented, as only a true ol’
buddy might. (“He’s a wimp.”) He then called for
a moment of silence to honor two members—Cliff
Whitcomb ’43, MBA ’48, and Mavis Gilette Sand
’46—departed in the previous year. 

On Friday and Saturday nights, CRC members
joined the revels in the Arts Quad tents. Many
were dancing almost like they were 40 again. By
day, the 80-something present participated in the
wide range of activities Alma Mater laid on. On
Saturday morning, Art Kesten ’44 tossed the first
ball of the 14th annual alumni baseball game to
former Cornell sports information director and hon-
orary CRC member Dave Wohlhueter. Rich Booth
’82, Mike Macrie ’99, Lee Morton ’54, and Pete
Plamondon ’54 played. Your correspondent suit-
ed up to occupy the third base coaching box for
three innings. It was to be Thoren’s last alumni
game. His uniform number 10 was retired from
active service, but placed prominently on the left
field fence. Alumni Hangovers sang to CRC diners
at the Country Club of Ithaca. A few watched the
Belmont Stakes. Some had favored Kentucky Der-
by winner Mine That Bird and his jockey Calvin
Borel, but the wrong Bird—Summer Bird—flew in
winner. Later, at Bailey Hall, there were more
cheers for Bill Vanneman and kind words for CRC
and its alums, for whom just one reunion every
five years is insufficient. 

It was another grand reunion—the kind that
keeps bringing ’em back—but it wouldn’t have
been possible without the enthusiasm, expertise,
and effort of many, not the least: Connie San-
tagato Hosterman ’57, clerks Laura Autumn
Floyd ’09 and Heather Schopper ’12, Cathy
Forster Hogan ’70, Kelly Woodhouse, and the
weather-makers, who did it just right this time.

Jim Hanchett ’53, 300 1st Ave., #8B, NYC
10009; e-mail, jch46@cornell.edu.c
c

you got in no problem.” Joe added that the Vet
college was where the hotel is now. “I remember
sitting in the Vet college auditorium by the win-
dow, with my friend Howard playing the piano and
the girls at Sage going by underneath the window
up to Home Ec. But the campus has completely
changed since then.” He commends the current
veterinarians and Vet students. “They’ve got too
much to do now. They go through eight years and
everything’s specialized, so the vets themselves
are specializing more too. Life goes on.” Class
of 1934, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401 East
State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850. Class
Notes Editor, adr4@cornell.edu.

c

34 Our compliments and accla-
mation to veterinarian Joe
Merenda, DVM ’34, who ably

represented the Class of 1934 at Reunion 2009!
Although not a steady reuner since graduation,
he has come to Ithaca for the class’s last five re-
unions and was on the Hill in June for the 75th.
“At 97 years old you don’t do a lot of walking,”
he said, “but you come back to bring back mem-
ories of days gone by and good times.”

Joe came up to Ithaca from Brooklyn, where
he’s lived since 1948. At Cornell, he rented a room
in town for a couple of years, then lived in the
Alpha Psi fraternity house. Back then, he said, it
was no trouble getting into Cornell as a Vet stu-
dent. “It was four years and you got your degree.
If you had the necessary courses in high school,

37 Our thanks to Lee Macbeth for
sharing some of the details of
the life of her husband and our

classmate Daniel Macbeth, who died of a brain
tumor in April. At the age of 68 Dan received his
pilot’s license and owned both a Cessna 152 and
a Cessna 182. He served on active duty in the
Army from 1942-46, and while in Europe he
reached the rank of major and was awarded the
Bronze Star.

Thanks also to Stephanie Czech Rader, who
paid dues from Alexandria, VA. Grace Miller Kauf-
man sent news last spring from Auburndale, MA:
“Enjoying life at Lasell Village. Taking classes at
the college, most recently reading Virginia Woolf.
Looking forwarding to celebrating my 93rd birth-
day with family. We will be staying in Williams-
town, MA, with a visit planned to MassMOCA in
North Adams. My granddaughter will be marrying
in June in Juneau, AK, and I am excited to be
going.” Alaska! Grace, please do write again! 
Class of 1937, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401
East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850. Class
Notes Editor e-mail, adr4@cornell.edu.

c

38 Ruth Barclay Wright is still
enjoying living in Maine near
her son and her granddaughter

and family. She continues to follow the news, and
just for fun watches old game shows like “Jeop-
ardy” and “Wheel of Fortune.” George Schempp,
whose wife Elizabeth died in August 2008, will
also be near family. He is moving from Melbourne,
FL, to West Palm Beach, where he will live with
his granddaughter Natalie. William Kumpf, MS
’50, still appreciates the Oklahoma weather—”No
snow!” He writes that he’d like to be traveling
and gardening, but enjoys being close to family
and going out to dinner occasionally.

In May we heard from Mark Weadon ’72 that
his father Preston Weadon, MD ’41, had died
that month in Kalamazoo, MI, after a short ill-
ness. “Dad was a devoted Cornellian, and his
glowing descriptions of the wonderful college on
the Hill inspired me to attend as well. One of our
treasured heirlooms is an oral history Dad dic-
tated of his college experiences, including cre-
ative ways to make alcoholic beverages during
the Prohibition era on campus. He will be sorely
missed.” Thank you, Mark. Class of 1938, c/o
Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401 East State St., Suite

c

064-111CAMSO09Notes  8/13/09  2:27 PM  Page 64



C
la

s
s

 N
o

te
s

September | October 2009 65

301, Ithaca, NY 14850. Class Notes Editor e-mail,
adr4@cornell.edu.

seen Cornell when I visited my grandparents in
Binghamton. I thought it was beautiful. My ma-
jor was in Botany—they call it Plant Sciences
now.” One of Mary’s daughters, Molly Irish Wiel-
gosz ’77, also studied Plant Science.

A common major for women at the end of
the Depression, Dawn Rochow Balden Seymour
was also in the Home Ec school. During the
luncheon discussion, Dawn mentioned having
found her datebook from senior year, which list-
ed who she met and at what time. Jim White,
PhD ’44, couldn’t resist the opportunity: “A list
of your dates, eh?” he said. “That must’ve been
a long list!” Dawn worked at Willard Straight
while she was a student, and thought she re-
membered when Jim put brandy in the Christmas
punch—as secretly instructed by President Far-
rand’s wife, Daisy. Jim then recalled the times
when Daisy would ride her horses on Alumni Field
(which was vacant at the time) with her dogs
and then come back to the dairy building and
buy all the dogs an ice cream cone!

Jim has been to reunion every year since
graduation, except for one year when he was in
New Zealand and another year when he was in
France. “I was dean in the Hotel school, but was-
n’t a Hotelie—I studied Bacteriology in the Ag
college. After I graduated I went to work for the
Wharton Co. for a few years, then returned to Cor-
nell for my PhD. After another couple of years at
the Wharton Co., I came back and taught in the
dairy department until 1972. Then I went to the
Hotel school for ten years. I’m sort of like one of
the gateposts—I’ve been here forever. I have
shaken hands with nine university presidents.”
More Reunion news is welcome—or stories of
Cornell. Send news to: Class of 1939, c/o Cor-
nell Alumni Magazine, 401 East State St., Suite
301, Ithaca, NY 14850. Class Notes Editor e-mail,
adr4@cornell.edu.

c

with all three of our children and their children.
It was an Alaskan cruise—great ship; much fun.
I remember the great education and the won-
derful friends from Cornell and still keep in touch
with one Delta Gamma sister.”

Short takes from several other classmates:
Leon “Phil” Enken (West Palm Beach, FL) is en-
joying taking it easy and remembers rowing on
the freshman 150-lb. crew. He sends greetings to
Bob Schuyler. Robert Litowitz (Miami Beach, FL)
is in real estate development after retiring from
an orthodontic practice in south Florida. He reads
whenever he has the time, and when he thinks
back on Cornell, he remembers “the beautiful walk
along the gorge in early morning after a freeze.”
Lastly, one gentleman wrote, but didn’t include
his name. Still, we want to give him space here,
as he is taking care of his wife, Barbara (Syracuse
’45), who has beginning Parkinson’s. “Barb took
care of our family for years; now it’s my turn.”
Thank you all for writing. Send news to: Class
of 1940, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401 East
State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850. Class
Notes Editor e-mail, adr4@cornell.edu.

c

39 Seven members of the Class of
1939 gathered on the Cornell
campus during Reunion Week-

end and shared some thoughts during the Friday
All-Alumni Lunch at Barton Hall. Col. Noah Do-
rius, who came to Reunion with his wife, Elaine,
especially enjoyed the Savage Club’s performance
on Thursday night. A Mechanical Engineering stu-
dent at Cornell, Noah also ran track—the 100-
yard dash, the 400 relay, and the broad jump,
plus throwing the javelin. “I was entered in every
track meet and won my first first-place right here
in Barton Hall in the broad jump. In those days
we practiced until 6:00 or 7:00 in the evening.
I’d go to the training table for dinner, which was
my main meal, then to my fraternity (Sigma Phi
Epsilon) and straight to bed. At 3:00 in the morn-
ing, it was nice and quiet and I could study then.
That kept the day busy.” After serving in the war
as a parachutist in the southwest Pacific Theater,
Noah worked for a manufacturing company in
Painted Post, NY, for 38 years and has been com-
ing to reunion steadily since the 35th. Class
meetings, the State of the University address, and
the Quill & Dagger breakfast were all on his agen-
da for the rest of the weekend.

Jean Pettit Lentz came to Reunion with her
daughter, Greta Bemiller. “I came to Cornell from
Ohio, where I lived with my foster parents after
my own parents died in the flu epidemic. In high
school I went to see Bristow Adams, Class of
1900—I was 15 or 16. I came home and said I
wanted to go to Cornell. It never occurred to me
to apply anywhere else. I felt lucky to get into
the Home Ec school—now Human Ecology.” Jean
and Noah both remember the Navy Day Ball as an
integral part of their Cornell experience. After Cor-
nell, Jean taught home economics in Plattsburgh,
NY, ran the cafeteria, and later got married. Times
were still hard at the end of the Depression, she
said, and life had its challenges. “But you don’t
cry about it. You face it, and you fight it.”

Jean was in Kappa Alpha Theta sorority, as
was Sally Steinman Harms. After graduating
from the Home Ec school, Sally worked as a
schoolteacher for three years before joining the
Red Cross. Starting in 1943, she spent 13 months
in North Africa and two and a half years in Italy.
“On one of the very first nights, we were all told
we were going to go down to the port and meet
a ship with shell-shocked soldiers, and we were
each to take hold of a soldier and lead them over
to the ambulance bus. I was terrified. I didn’t
know what a shell-shocked soldier might be like.
But they were just poor kids, young boys fight-
ing.” Sally and Elizabeth Luxford Webster shared
that they come back to reunion because of the
love they have for their friends and for Cornell.
Elizabeth’s first job after Cornell was at a women’s
prison, after which she became a nutritionist and
then worked at a big insurance company.

Mary Strong Irish also enjoys reunion for the
chance to get back in touch with long-lost class-
mates and to see the changes on campus. “I
thought the previous reunion was going to be my
last, but I enjoyed it so much—as did my daugh-
ter who brought me—that I had to come back. I
grew up in Virginia, and when I was finishing up
high school, I knew I wanted to come to a north-
ern college. I wasn’t interested in any of the
teachers colleges in Virginia at that time, and had

40 Martha Sweet Webb (Signal
Mountain, TN) writes, “Husband
John (Virginia Tech) and I have

lived in Alexian Village, a lifecare center, for three
years. We have a fitness center and exercise reg-
ularly. Two sons, their wives, and three grand-
children live nearby in Chattanooga, and a third
son and wife live in New Jersey, as do our grand-
son and great-granddaughter. The other three
grandchildren live in Maryland, Maine, and
Moscow, Russia. I still drive and keep active in
PEO, garden club, and book club.”

Robert L. “Rodge” Case (Canandaigua, NY)
also sent a nice long note: “I was a commercial
beekeeper for over 40 years. During that time we
produced and sold several million pounds of hon-
ey. In 1985, Lucy Gilbert and I were married. She
had had 30 happy years with her husband, Joe,
and he passed away in 1972. I had 40 happy
years with my wife, Mickey, and she passed away
in 1982. Lucy and I have had 24 happy years to-
gether. This was a welcome second life for both
of us. We have seven children, and they were all
born before we were married!”

Doris Van Alstyne Peller (Valparaiso, IN) is
retired but busy with church committees, PEO,
and Kappa Kappa Kappa, Indiana’s local sorority.
She writes that she was recently in the hospital
having quadruple bypass surgery, with the dis-
tinction that she was the oldest patient her car-
diologists had ever performed the surgery on—91
years old! “I’d rather be traveling, but those days
are over. Last trip was a 90th birthday celebration

41 Back in February, your men’s cor-
respondent became a victim of
that nemesis for nonagenarians—

a fall. Nothing broken, but I was on a walker for
a month or so. Other complications followed, but
I’m fine now, thank the Lord. Suffice it to say, no
’41 Men’s column in the last issue!

John Bellows (Walnut Creek, CA) reports that
he and wife Ruth (Baker) ’42 are both very well
and happy. They must be in great shape—they
made a trip to Kenya recently and loved it! They
find living in Rossmoor Senior Community very en-
joyable. Robert McCroskery, BArch ’42 (Desert Hot
Springs, CA) is still engaged in architecture as a
planning commissioner for the city where he lives.
Doug Lindsay (Williamsburg, VA) has had a fall
and back surgery that landed him in a wheelchair,
but this doesn’t prevent him and his wife, Anne,
from summering in Wisconsin every year. He con-
cedes that Anne is a wonderful nurse!

Malcolm Vail (Geneva, IL) and wife Eliza-
beth have three daughters, three grandchildren,
and four great-grands, all living within easy driv-
ing distance and all “alive and kicking.” They still
get away to Florida for a month or so in the win-
ter and spend their summers in Ephraim, WI,
where Mal is a longtime member of the Lions,
Skeet, and Yacht clubs. He says he enjoys sail-
ing, hunting, and fishing with his large family
and many friends. Joseph Hilzer (Flemington,
NJ) says he is still on the “Flemington-Florida
routine, living the slightly tarnished Golden
Years” and enjoying his family. Stanley Cohen
(Chevy Chase, MD) has established a Law School
annual award honoring his deceased daughter,
Betsy Cohen Fuller ’68. Further, it has become
a model for five other bereaved alumni who have
subsequently created similar awards.

James and Suzanne Jameson Van Arsdale
’46 (Castile, NY) say they are leading “too active
a life.” Jim is still busy in Boy Scouts—two
grandsons received the Eagle award recently. He
is also honorary chairman for the annual hospi-
tal fund drive and has many smaller commit-
ments. He still follows the activities of the Bank
of Castile, where he worked for 47 years and, I’m
sure, keeps an eye on the family dairy farm, now
run by sons Jamie ’72 (Ag) and Peter. Jim and
Sue still manage to spend winters in Jamaica and
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summers at their cottage on nearby Silver Lake.
Warner Lansing, 6065 Verde Trl. S., Apt G310,

Boca Raton, FL 33433; tel., (561) 487-2008; e-
mail, wlansing@bellsouth.net.

c
Dewey Goodding, saying she heard from her in
January and that her address remains the same in
Webster, TX. Marjorie Schminck Dalenius (Prov-
idence, RI) also wrote corroborating Dotty’s
address. Thank you both.

Sadly I relate the deaths of two classmates.
Edith Sheffield Lesure (Altamonte Springs, FL)
died in January. She always wrote how much she
enjoyed reading of the activities of many of you.
Edith recorded family history on the computer,
and she and John ’44 were comfortable in their
“cocoon located in a wooded area of Florida,” as-
sisted by children and grandchildren. Emily Ger-
mer St. John (Lake Oswego, OR) passed away in
April. Emily was active in our class and in her
whole life. Her father, Foster Germer, was a re-
nowned physicist. In 1944 Emily married Virgil
Samms and lived in Eugene, OR, with their three
children. In 1973, when Virgil died, she earned
an MA and became a family counselor. She mar-
ried Robert St. John in 1984 and they moved to
Lake Oswego. She was a skilled artist, a private
pilot, and a Girl Scout leader. She loved sports
and helped found the Eugene Swim and Tennis
Club. She is survived by Robert, eight children and
stepchildren (including a son who is a doctor in
Gig Harbor), 12 grandchildren, and 13 great-
grandchildren. Our sympathies to all.

I couldn’t help but cheer for the men’s lacrosse
team when, in the NCAA finals, we lost 10-9 to
Syracuse in overtime. It was on TV and also fea-
tured in Sports Illustrated, with a huge upside-down
photo of our outfielder John Glynn ’08 controlling
a face-off. A big thrill, even if they didn’t win! And
Tom Wolfe’s notable quote re: Kurt Vonnegut ’44’s
passing: “He’s the closest thing we’ve had to
Voltaire. It’s a sad day for the literary world.”

Sally Ann Rudolph Drachman, BArch ’42
(Auburndale, MA) moved from New York to the
Boston area and “has made new friends while
continuing my love of opera and theater. I took
two wonderful classes at Lasell College.” Sally also
went on the CAU tour of Mohonk Mountain House
last fall. She recalls walking across the campus
in her saddle shoes. Joan Bottstein Greenberg
(Seattle, WA; J3942@aol.com) is retired and liv-
ing in an independent facility. Another Seattle
area arrival is John Hilke, who recently moved to
Woodinville from Utah. Sadly, his wife Charlotte
(Coryell) ’43 passed away after their 65th an-
niversary. Perhaps we’ll get together one of these
days. Joe Kandiko (Appleton, WI) sent such nice
photos of his family members. Sons Josh and Joe
run triathlons and have a sponsor.

Jim Kraker writes, “My classmate, fraternity
brother, and roommate Doug Thomson died some
years ago. He married Winnie (Wilber). I am very
close to her, and she always asks about ’42ers. All
the Thompson family live in the Atlanta area.
Those of you who remember her, do surprise her
with a phone call or letter: 4204 Village Lane,
Roswell, GA 30075; tel., (770) 993-2796. Thanks.”
Bill Webster (Cammack Village, AR; wwebster@
umfa.org) still works as an investment officer as

he cares for his ill wife. Virginia Stockamore Hen-
ry (Albany, NY) volunteers at the Albany Medical
Center Hospital, the American Red Cross, the Al-
bany Inst. of History and Art, and the local AARP.
She is active in swimming, travel, the opera club,
local politics, the Albany Historical Society, the
symphony orchestra, and gardening. And she just
took up Tai Chi. Can anyone beat this for keep-
ing active? Keep it up, Virginia.

Margaret Belknap Smith (Laurel, MD; monga
2042@webtv.net) is retired and busy knitting
prayer shawls and traveling. She made her second
trip through the Panama Canal, married off four
grandkids, and welcomed her seventh great-
grandchild. She’d love to hear from Alberta
Doane Polatsek (Lakewood, OH). Edward Mead
(Avalon, NJ) says “staying alive” is his present
job. He takes six prescription drugs and nine
“others.” When asked by his physician why he
takes the others, he told him, “They work for me,”
and the doctor said, “If they float your boat, OK.”
He loves reading, walking, and caring for his wife,
Barbara, and manages his sister’s business and
financial affairs. He’s winterizing his home, but
would rather be playing golf in Florida. He fond-
ly remembers the always inspiring, invigorating,
robust, superb beauty of the campus, regardless
of the season. His best friends have sadly passed
on. How true for most of us.

There’s more news to come, and I hope all
of you will write. Folks are really interested in
your thoughts and doings. Thanks. Carolyn
Finneran, 8815 46th St. NW, Gig Harbor, WA
98335; e-mail, carolynfinn@comcast.net.

c

On the first weekend in April 2009, the four
children, nine grandchildren, and one great-
grandchild gathered in Ann Arbor, MI, to say
goodbye and to celebrate the lives of Ronald and
Nancy Rider Bishop, their parents and grand-
parents. Ronald died on December 23, 2008, and
our classmate Nancy died on Christmas Day, two
days later, in Lancaster, PA, where they had lived
since 2005 when Nancy had had a stroke.

Nancy married her medical school (U. of
Michigan) classmate in 1945 and they lived in Ann
Arbor for 54 years, where Nancy worked at Planned
Parenthood and for ten years at the U. of Michi-
gan Health Service. Her major focus was her home
and children and later she taught English for a
semester at the Medical School in Changchun,
China, where her husband served in 1985. My
thanks to Patricia Rider Huber ’43, for whom I
served as VP or “helper” in Sage College, where
she lived as a freshman. She is Nancy’s sister and
called me in April to tell me about the closeness
of their deaths—an appropriate ending to their
devoted lives together.

Many thanks also go to those of you who
sent dues and news. Dolores Dirlam Daudt, Mid-
land, MI, is joining the 90th-year celebrants
among us and is thankful to be healthy and mo-
bile. Her family will have gathered in Indiana at
her younger son’s for the May 30-31 weekend. Her
other four offspring were slated to come from On-
tario, Germany, Colorado, and Florida. The reunion
of many cousins, a rare occurrence, was to be the
highlight. Keep us posted on how everything
went and how you survived, Dolores!

Isabelle Richards McDermid, Centerville, OH,
is “slowing down” a bit—mostly in traveling to
visit four children, scattered from Philadelphia to
Alaska. Telephone calls on weekends to keep in
touch are her greatest pleasure. Her Philly lawyer
daughter has retired; the corrosion chemist in
Alaska, the Red Cross blood procurement officer
in Toledo, and the NCR computer programmer are
still employed. Isabelle still enjoys her life of
reading, crossword puzzles, care of rare house-
plants, wild birds, small animals, ducks, and deer,
as well as music. She would really like to know
how many classmates are still earthbound. Using
a 2007 list I counted 130 women. A glorious au-
tumn to all. Shirley Richards Sargent Darmer,
20 Haddington Lane, Delmar, NY 12054; e-mail,
kid12054@aol.com.

c

‘I became a victim of that nemesis 
for nonagenarians—a fall.’Warner Lansing ’41

42 A gracious note came from Jane
Smiley Hart (Washington, DC)
emphasizing how lucky we have

been to have Liz Schlamm Eddy (NYC) as our
leader all these years. She also answered Flora
Mullin Briggs’s (Liverpool, NY) query re: Dotty

43 This just in from Bea and Ferdie
Magellan ’19 [that’s 1519] and
their ilk: Karin Engel Danby

(New York, NY) writes: “I am lucky; managed two
trips a year—one domestic; one international—
and have seen the world! After graduation, I
moved to NYC; met my husband. 43 years of mar-
ried life and I still miss him a lot! No doctors’
appointments for me. I strongly believe that the
Home Ec nutrition courses had a tremendously
good and lasting effect. Memories of Cornell: the
view over Cayuga, dormitory life, and the famil-
iar names—Floy Hoffer Ware for one—from
long, long ago.” “Just returned,” reports real
estate broker Beatrice Swick Ornitz (Princeton,
NJ) “from a 2-1/2-month cruise of the South
Pacific: Australia, New Zealand, Bali, Bora Bora,
China, Vietnam, and Singapore. Cornell memories:
house parties, studying Government (my major)
with Prof. Cushman.” July saw Thelma and Gor-
don Jones cruising the Rhine and Mosel. He
writes: “We recently moved from our Finger Lakes
home near Geneva to a new senior living com-
munity near our daughter in Oneonta.” “Ski.
Travel (Puerto Rico, Berlin, Salzburg, Munich).
Day Job: getting up every morning,” writes Curt
Strand (Aspen, CO). “Conduct ‘Management for
Survival’ workshops with not-for-profits in the
Roaring Fork Valley.” Place-dropper (Upmarket
Div.) Ted Hankoff (North Miami, FL): “Doing
nothing. Would rather be lunching in Positano,
Marbella, or Cannes.” [Imagine that!]

“Gin rummy with other ancients,” writes Art
Eddy (Albion, NY), “and going through old cor-
respondence/records, enjoying them, keeping
some, shredding most. Cornell moments: being a
compet for a truly great football team.” From
Southampton, NY, John Holden, part-time con-
sultant to Squires, Holden, Weisenbacher & Smith,
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Land Surveying, Land Planning, Engineering, lists
his current activities: “Project Feederwatch for
Cornell Ornithology Lab (counting/reporting bird
sightings). Running his model RR. Take-out break-
fast by the sea- or bayshore on Saturday morn-
ings.” Larry Lowenstein notes that he attended
a New York Historical Society lecture on FDR’s first
hundred days by Prof. William Leuchtenburg,
whose recent book, Herbert Hoover, is the latest
biography in the American Presidents Series. “We
had a pleasant breakfast discussing history and
the superb Government professors on the Hill in
our day. And Mary Stahler Cook (Syracuse, NY)
apologizes for not writing sooner: “Spent three
months with doctors and in hospital. Husband
George and I took turns. Now doing lots of read-
ing, and every Friday night one Rusty Nail.” [Dear
Recovering-Alcoholic Reader: 1-1/2 oz. Scotch;
1/2 oz. Drambuie; lemon twist.]

Google the late Ed Steitz and you’ll learn that
he is enshrined in the Basketball Hall of Fame.
Recognized worldwide as the leading authority on
amateur basketball rules, he promoted rule
changes that made the game faster, the scoring
higher. Ed, who played baseball but not hoops at
Cornell, served as chairman of the US Olympic Se-
lection Committee from 1964 to 1980. This from
Jane Adams Wait (Saratoga Springs, NY): “Day
Job: volunteer. In 1992 founded/directed/raised
funds to restore 1899 gardens at Yaddo (artists
colony). In 2008 restored the terra cotta pergola
exactly as it was in 1900. All with private money.
Recently attended and enjoyed ‘The Ring Cycle’ at
NYC’s Metropolitan Opera.” Volunteering at Little
(animal) Shelter and playing with her two beagles
keeps Clementine Birsner Lynn off the streets and
mostly out of trouble. Fond memories: “My par-
ents chaperoned house party weekends.” [Hey,
kids! Come on over! We’ve got jukebox, beer,
dancing, excruciating decorum.]

Update on the love life of Ted and Judy Mey-
er Morse: “Last summer we attended the class’s
65th Reunion, and in April we were married at a
regular meeting of the Old Guard of White Plains,
a club of almost 200 retired men (several Cornell-
ians). This was the first wedding in the 55-year
history of the organization. Judy, who had been
widowed for more than 40 years and active in the
community for most of them, put the arm on May-
or Joseph Delfino to preside. We were featured in
the newspaper and on TV.” [Watch for the next
episode: Newlyweds Morse go over Viagra Falls in
a Barrel.] S. Miller Harris, P.O. Box 164, Spin-
nerstown, PA 18968; e-mail, olchap@comcast.net.

c

and mingles” in the Dartmouth Room petered out
at about 11:15. Smart move!

The track meet begins! Thursday, we were
welcomed by President David Skorton at a private
three-class (’34, ’39, and ’44) gathering, and then
enjoyed his company and that of his wife, Robin
Davisson. Another most welcome “plus” was the
early evening attendance of President Emeritus
Frank H.T. Rhodes and his lovely wife, Rosa, at
our first of three class dinners. Did he speak?
Magnificently! He never fails to please.

Friday was go-go all day! We bused to near-
by Bartels Hall (it was uphill!), reminiscing in our
’44 Memorial Room and Student-Athlete Study
Hall while viewing the 150-plus photos of teams,
reunions, and classmates. Lunch? Downhill to a
’44 class tent set up on Hoy Field (some walked!).
Sandwiches and salads galore! This noon gastro-
nomic orgy followed the all-you-can-eat Statler
buffet breakfast many enjoyed that same morn-
ing. “Tums, anyone?”

We were then sped to the ’09 Olin Lecture in
Bailey Hall, where we heard Cornell trustee and
India’s number one industrialist, Ratan Tata ’59,
BArch ’62, speak on his Nano car and corporate
responsibility. In time, he expects to out-Ford
Henry Ford, and we believe he’ll do it.

With Campus Police approval, we then bused
up Ho Plaza (now a pedestrian mall paralleling
the Straight) directly to that evening’s class ban-
quet in the Straight’s Memorial Room. The police
approval helped our handicapped ’44s no end, for
they entered by the front door and immediately
joined in the pre-banquet reception. This mix
and mingle was highlighted by our traditional
“Moose Milk Party.” Aided by Bob Ballard, our
former Men’s president Bill Falkenstein (and
1949-2009 brewmaster) added five quarts of Jack
Daniels and two quarts of 80-proof Brand X to 12
quarts of milk and eight quarts of ice cream . . .
and voila! Moose milk!

With camera in hand, guest Keith Kubarek
(’44’s website programmer) and his wife, Diane
(Cornell’s Home Page programmer), waited for the
moment when Bill, ladle in hand, dredged out
the well-laundered 1) red sock, 2) brassiere, and
3) jockstrap from the potent concoction—the
latter with many cries of “Uggghhh!” It was, un-
questionably, a most outstanding meal!

Saturday, no rest for the Thursday-Saturday ’44
bus commanders. Off to Bailey Hall for the State
of the University address by President Skorton.
Bottom line: No complaints. We’re in good shape.
Back into the buses and over to Barton, where our
classmates, guests, and invited university staffers
and their spouses sat for our class photo.

That was it? Nope. In rows of four, all joined
in another ’44 tradition: taking a one-lap class
parade around Barton Hall! This year, Parade Mar-
shal Margaret Gallo ’81, Director of Class and
Reunion Programs at Alumni Affairs, led an ex-
tremely noisy, extremely happy mob in the lap.
Behind her were the 100-plus members of the
Big Red Band—the very first time this marching
musical outfit has led our Barton lap. The lap’s
end? Cornell Catering’s three “chow lines.” This
was our proudest moment because no ’44
dropped out or appeared to drop out. The many
canes and walkers, however, informed us this
could be ‘44’s last parade . . . maybe.

2009 was not as large an assemblage as at
previous reunions, but it was just as boisterous! In
the hubbub following the class photo, your reunion
co-chair lost control and we never got to take the
separate class officers’ photo. My apologies.

Thanks to Alice Garmezy, our classmates and
their guests then enjoyed yet another mix and
mingle prior to a superb final class dinner at the
Ithaca Country Club. You simply would not believe
the 1-1/2-inch-thick rare roast beef slices they
served. Thoroughly pleased and thoroughly sat-
ed, we then bused to Bailey for Cornelliana Night,
the super songfest that ends each reunion.

Great show, ’44s! Virtually every one of you
served in the volunteer role we assigned to you,
and this form of camaraderie and your strong de-
sire to help made a difference. In particular, we
really appreciated Andy Capi, MD ’46’s constant
help as our co-chair. See you in 2014, God will-
ing. Art Kesten, 2009 Reunion Co-Chair,
cu44@optonline.net.

c

44 Reunion attendance records
were meant to be broken and
’44 set a new 65th Reunion

attendance record in 2009. But with the humon-
gous student classes of 3,000-plus that enter
Cornell now, none of the old records has a chance
of surviving—including the Class of 44’s. So cry
in your Bud Light!

The record? We ’44s returned to campus to
enjoy each other’s company, visit some old haunts,
and enjoy the beauty of our fair Cornell. You
weren’t there? Nothing has changed. It’s still as
beautiful as ever! But we have changed. For one,
they bedded us octogenarians in the Statler. ’Twas
a quiet, formal, and comfortable highrise located
right smack in the middle of things. And we had
buses at the door to speed us to Barton and Bai-
ley and Hoy—and we thank Cornell for those. With
“stamina” in very short supply, our nightly “mix

45 Nelle Anna Judson Seefeldt
(Glen Falls, NY; nelle43@hot
mail.com) has moved to a

health facility with husband Ralph ’44. She de-
scribes her job as “making friends” (certainly a
fine endeavor). She would rather be more in-
volved in family and church activities, but she
and Ralph have motility and health problems. Her
fondest memory of Cornell: meeting Ralph and
many other friends. She would like to hear from
Elsie Hruschka Ludlow ’47 and Jeanette Pel-
letier Volckmar ’44. The editors pass along the
sad word that Elsie died in February 1998. 

Ernest Gosline, MD ’47 (Clinton, NY; gosline
md47@verizon.net) still enjoys his work as a
psychiatrist/psychoanalyst. He has had a lifelong
passion for music and playing the violin. He also
enjoys traveling with wife Whit, who is partially
disabled. The love of knowledge that was ubiq-
uitous at Cornell has endured his entire life. Ann
Lynch Pape (Garden City, NY) anticipates our
65th Reunion in 2010; her best wish is to make
it. Her fondest memories from Cornell include
meeting her husband, friends, and wonderful pro-
fessors at her beloved alma mater. She would like
to hear from any of her old classmates. Dorothy
Scott Boyle (Eastport, ME; scottieboylenj@yahoo.
com) works painting and crafting for her area in
Quoddy Crafts, Eastport. Her other activities in-
clude reading, TV, and falling asleep at crucial
moments of a program. She spent last winter at
her daughter’s home, cooking for a family of five.
In May, she’d most like to be gardening—when
the weather allows. Her fondest memories of Cor-
nell include life at Kappa Delta sorority. Margaret
Eldredge Hummel, BS ’44 (Danbury, CT) is wid-
owed. She spends quality time visiting her
daughter and son-in-law, both of whom are pro-
fessional landscapers. She also has taken com-
puter classes at the Danbury Senior Center. Her
warmest experiences at Cornell include her many
new friendships.

Walter MacFarland III, BCE ’48 (Media, PA;
retlaw1923@verizon.net) is married to Jean
(Gehring) ’49. They live on three acres filled with
an abundance of fruit trees, vegetables, and
flowers. He should be complimented for walking
two to three miles a day. He plans to erect a sev-
en-foot-high electric deer fence. His fond mem-
ories of Cornell include meeting his future wife
and serving in the Army program at Cornell. He
would like to hear from Sandy Whitwell, BS ’44
(smwhitwell@cox.net). Ann Shively Kalbach
(Philadelphia, PA) enjoys the diversions of the
city life, which include watching the Philadelphia
Orchestra, visiting the Museum of Art, and at-
tending temple-sponsored courses for seniors.
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She should be commended for volunteering in a
Headstart program in the school system.

Roger Milnes, BA ’44 (Vienna, VA) has grand-
children enrolled in college, one of whom is in
her first year at the Naval Academy. He enjoys fol-
lowing major sports and would like to travel over-
seas. He still has deep admiration for his old
teachers and professors at Cornell. John Casazza
(Springfield, VA; jackcasazza@aol.com) has au-
thored eight books, including his latest, Under-
standing Electric Power Systems: An Overview of
the Technology and the Marketplace. He cares for
his handicapped wife. John had to abandon golf
this year, but still enjoys reading and playing
bridge. He has fond memories of the great pro-
fessors at Cornell, especially Dr. Eric Gross, and
would like to hear from Cal Carver ’47, BS ’46.
Fred Williams (Frederick, MD; truegrit3@aol.com)
has retired as a builder and developer, but still
conceived and built his own new home two years
ago. He keeps active reading, computing, watch-
ing TV, and spending time with friends. Current-
ly he would rather be diving off the walking
bridge at the eastern end of Beebe Lake. He would
like to hear from Tom Rymer ’48 and Marjorie
Helgans Hughes ’47, BA ’46, MD ’50.

Stanley Johnson (Ponte Vedra Beach, FL;
stanpar@aol.com) enjoys bridge, bocci, croquet,
and trips to the theater and symphonies that are
supported by his retirement community. Robert
Ornitz (Delray Beach, FL; raornitz@aol.com) has
retired and last year traveled with wife Ruth to
Australia and later to Pittsburgh for their son’s
50th birthday. He would like to hear from Mort
Eydenberg and Bob Dennett ’48.

So we might have put on four-score years and
five, but let’s make an effort to get back to reunion
in June 2010. I want company with me to climb
the 168 steps of the Clock Tower and ring the
bells! Please send us news. Robert Franken-
feld, 6291 E. Bixby Hill Rd., Long Beach, CA
90815; e-mail, betbobf@aol.com; Julie Kamerer
Snell, 3154 Gracefield Rd., Apt. 111, Silver Spring,
MD 20904; e-mail, julie.snell@verizon.net.

c

This past April, the University Club of
Philadelphia sang here at Phoebe Berks Village,
and I got to talk to two Cornell grads who were
soloists with the group—Thomas Allison ’67
and George Rogalsky ’49. George told me that
he began with our class, was in the service, and
returned to campus after the war to finish his
degree. Send news to: Elinor Baier Kennedy,
9 Reading Dr., Apt. 302, Wernersville, PA 19565,
or call (610) 927-8777.

c

I’m happy as a clam, though I do spend too much
time at the computer keeping up with my world-
wide correspondence. I have had truly wonderful
students and, above all, professors who influenced
me greatly: H. M. Fitzpatrick (Mycology), H. H.
Whetzel (Plant Pathology) and A. M. Drummond
(Theatre Arts). I still have a few copies of my 12-
disc (13-plus-hour) narration of the 1929 Pulitzer
Prize-winning book-length poem ‘John Brown’s
Body’ by Steven Vincent Benet and will send it
to interested friends for the cost of postage and
a willingness to donate it to your local library af-
ter you’ve listened to it.”

Our annual reminder: If you have scrapbooks,
diaries, letters, photographs, or mementos from
the 1940s at Cornell, send them to Elaine Engst,
MA ’72, director and university archivist: Carl A.
Kroch Library, Ithaca, NY 14853-5302; tel., (607)
255-3530; fax, (607) 255-9524. Your survivors
might very well toss out such materials, but the
university might very well want to display them.
It’s better and more ecological to direct them to
the university now. Elaine advises they have lots
of material from the really early days, but very
little from the 1940s.

TO PUBLISH YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS, e-mail
me. Include your name, city, and state of resi-
dence. Send news to: Paul Levine, 31 Chicory
Lane, San Carlos, CA 94070; tel., (650) 592-5273;
e-mail, pblevine@juno.com. Class website: http://
classof46.alumni.cornell.edu.

c

46 Ramblings from Elinor . . . It’s
early June 2009 as I’m writing
this and I wanted to remind you

of our 65th Reunion in 2011. I’m not sure who will
be in charge since the death of Mavis Gillette
Sand, who had charge of our past five celebrations.
It will be different, though, as a lot of old faces
will be missing. I’m planning on coming. I had
my Ohio State math professor son check the dates
on the computer and he is free to bring me. I just
realized that I have been writing this column since
June 1956! I couldn’t have done it without your
faithful support—thank you so much. Phil died a
year ago in May, and it is lonely—especially since
I don’t drive anymore after my stroke. But I get
around the complex on cane, walker, and motor-
ized wheelchair. I’m going to Ohio this month for
a belated wedding reception for my granddaughter
and her husband, John Loy, who married last Elec-
tion Day in San Francisco. They are both Ohio State
grads. He is starting a new job with Pixar Studios
this month after he receives his master’s degree.

Joyce Manley Forney wrote that her husband,
Ross ’52, was diagnosed with early stage Alz-
heimer’s more than nine years ago. Now he is in
a special unit at her retirement community, and
she is able to visit him daily. She keeps busy as
the editor of a 12-page monthly newspaper at
their community and has a volunteer staff of 28.

h h h

A special message from Class Historian Patri-
cia Kinne Paolella: Communication means a lot,
and it is especially true as we grow older. The
Class of ’46 has had the good fortune to have Eli-
nor Baier Kennedy as the Women’s correspondent
for more than five decades, from the mid-1950s
to the present. The various Men’s correspondents
have appreciated Elinor’s support and advice, so
both 1946 columns have always been newsy, cur-
rent, and interesting. Since ’46 went through the
war years, with college educations interrupted
and classmates returning later to complete cred-
its for a degree, the Alumni Magazine’s Class Notes
have played a major role in our class unity. It was
demonstrated in 2006 at our 60th Reunion, which
was well-attended and a very happy affair. We
also have a permanent memorial at the foot of
the Willard Straight Rock Garden, where the Class
of ’46 presented a Llenroc stone bench, plaque,
and plantings at an earlier reunion. Elinor Baier
came to Ithaca in 1942 from Buffalo, NY. She met
Philip Kennedy ’47, ME ’48, a V-12 transfer from
Newark, NJ (College of Engineering) at the week-
ly Westminster teas at Barnes Hall on campus. Af-
ter the war, they returned and Phil completed his
studies at Cornell. We are placing this article be-
tween Elinor’s Women’s column and Paul Levine’s
Men’s column to show the heartfelt thanks of the
Class of 1946 for their years of service and to
highlight Elinor’s very long tenure as class corre-
spondent. Thank you, Elinor!

h h h

Arthur and Doris Ticknor Van Vleet (Rich-
mond, IN; hoosierad@aol.com) are deeply im-
mersed in family activities. At last count, via their
son, his wife, and their children, they have been
blessed with five great-grandchildren. Art and
Doris, sometimes with progeny, “enjoy weekly
outings at nearby Lake Lakengren.” Art “plays golf
and tennis when not assisting in gardening under
Doris’s direction. Richmond offers plenty of social
and cultural events—civic theater, concerts, and
last month’s T Party (100 years of the Model T).”
They convey “best regards to our classmates.”

John, PhD ’49, and Martha Parce Fraser, MS
’48 (Houston, TX; jfrase@earthlink.net) have
weathered “a momentous year-and-a-half. Last
year, we sold our farm (which we had owned for
30 years) and this year we sold our house in
Houston, in which we had lived 43 years. In Oc-
tober, after six months in our Erickson retirement
community, we concede it was a good move!”
Richard Korf, PhD ’50 (Ithaca, NY; rpk1@cornell.
edu) still works as treasurer of Mycotaxon Ltd.
“After a decade without a laboratory, Cornell has
provided a spanking new lab in the brand new
Plant Pathology Herbarium Building off Game
Farm Road. Recently, I’ve been looking down a
microscope and identifying cup-fungi after ten
years of semi-retirement as emeritus professor.

47 I have mail! Thank you! I have
heard from Muriel “Mike” Welch
Brown (GBROWN211@cox.net)—

even talked to her son Gary in the spring—and
she is doing well, living in Williamsburg, VA. Mike
reports the highlight of spring 2008 was her visit
to Cornell with Gary and other son Bruce for the
dedication of a display case in the Richard W.
Brown ’49 Amphitheater at the Hotel school. In
the display case are Mike’s and Dick’s diplomas and
a photo showing former dean Ralph Clark, current
dean Michael Johnson, and the Brown family. The
display case also holds some of Dick’s awards and
a plaque noting his contributions to Cornell. Mike
says she misses Dick dearly, but treasures the
years they shared. Dick was not only a friend to
Cornell and the Hotel school, he was a friend to
our class. Mike also was an active part of our
class over the years and at reunions. Son Gary and
his wife, Suzie, live nearby and contribute to her
life with shared dinners, BBQs, and drives in his
sports car. Cat Stanley is always by Mike’s side,
and she says she has a great life!

Two classmates report on travels. Betty Mill-
er Francis journeyed last February to Brazil, where
she enjoyed seven wonderful nights on the Ama-
zon. She says everyone should see the Iguazu
Falls, which are awesome. Scandinavia was next
on the agenda. Richard Tousey (KTCASA@aol.
com), who still travels as much as possible, had
an 18-day cruise in May to Copenhagen (where
he has relatives) and celebrated his 88th birth-
day on the ship. In October there was a 16-day
cruise from Barcelona to Ft. Lauderdale. Dick says
in retirement he has lived in Florida for 19 years
and has grown to like it—hurricanes and all. He
plays duplicate bridge, reads, and walks.

Henry Darlington has happy memories of Cor-
nell, the V-12 days, and Zinck’s. He asked about
Barlow Ware and told of their childhoods grow-
ing up in Manhattan only a few blocks apart. Their
mothers were friends, both families vacationed
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nearby in the Adirondacks, and both boys at-
tended, for elementary school, St. Bernard School
(which Barlow tells me was a school for “young
gentlemen”). It seems there’s always something
to tell about Barlow.

Bob and Nancy Lain Cox ’48 have moved to
Vero Beach, FL, full-time from Pittsburgh. Stu
LaDow reports that he has returned to Pittsburgh
full-time from Florida and had lunch with Bob
before he departed. Stu is still a loyal Republi-
can and is proud that he has met four of that
party’s former presidents. He looks forward to our
next reunion.

Many of us share pride and joy in our fami-
lies. Joyce McClusky Zweibel, who has three chil-
dren and two grandchildren, tells of her son
John, who has a PhD in math from Columbia U.
and is a professor in Florida. Daughter Anne has
a master’s in structural engineering from Colum-
bia and is an associate in a consulting engi-
neering firm. Daughter Patricia, who has a
bachelor’s from the Eastman School of Music in
trombone and a law degree from U. of Maryland,
is a lawyer in Washington, DC. Joyce’s husband,
Arthur, who died in 2008 at age 90 and is buried
in the Saratoga National Cemetery, was in the
Army Air Corps during WWII, then in the Reserve.
He worked many years in a chemical engineering
company in Rensselaer, NY.

Marjorie Halpern Holden’s grandson Donald
’08, ME ’09, received his master’s in Computer
Science this past May. Donald is a fourth-gener-
ation Cornellian, and both sides of the family in-
clude numerous Cornellians. Jack Levene works
at a hospice in Palm Beach County, where his son
Richard is VP and chief medical officer. Jack’s oth-
er son, Stuart, is in Puerto Rico, where he is the
casino director of three hotels. Both sons have
two sons. I talked to Jack on the phone (because
I couldn’t decipher his handwriting) and learned
that after the Army, he attended Syracuse Med-
ical School, then did his residency here in
Rochester and knew my obstetrician and pedia-
tricians. Small world!

Betty Rosenthal Newman (bnewman2d@
comcast.net), who lives in Short Hills, NJ, and
Lake Worth, FL, has two sons and four grandchil-
dren who live nearby. Betty is busy having fun
playing golf, tennis, and bridge, and volunteer-
ing at Literacy Volunteers of America in both New
Jersey and Florida. She also interviews applicants
to Cornell. Lois May Datthyn Sardina’s oldest
daughter, Lindsay, is in her last year at the U. of
Minnesota College of Veterinary Medicine. Her
grandson John is an air traffic controller at Cleve-
land Center, and her granddaughter Amelia just
finished her freshman year at St. Lawrence. Lois’s
son is an independent flooring contractor, and her
daughter June is assistant manager of the college
bookstore at Finger Lakes Community College.

Lillian “Lee” Gorton Spiece wrote of the
death of Joy Peter Bizik in March. Joy and Lee
both lived in Tucson, met on a tennis court about
25 years ago, then played bridge once a month.
This past year they shared phone calls a few times
a week. They had been Alpha Phi sorority sisters
at Cornell. Be well. Arlie Williamson Ander-
son, 238 Dorchester Rd., Rochester, NY 14610;
tel., (585) 288-3752; e-mail, arlie47@aol.com.

c

the Internet. I love e-mail! Guess I’d better
admit that I’m retired from gainful employment.
Economy appears to be following the identical
downhill conditions that led to the Great Depres-
sion. Perhaps those in charge should read some
history and follow FDR’s solutions. They worked
for him. CEO and CFO clout, salaries, and bonuses
are obscene (robber barons). I fondly remember
the old swaying Fall Creek suspension bridge. I’d
like to forget the Physics building. Wish I were
watching ‘Law and Order’ TV re-runs. Tomorrow I’ll
deliver Meals on Wheels to residents of a retire-
ment high-rise, then keep appointments with
doctors. Next week, the same, plus lunch with
friends. Who’s in control? James Baker III (Baker
Inst./Rice U.) and strategist/hatchet man Karl
Rove. Would be delighted to see Hillary Clinton
as president in 2013. I remember how proud my
mother was to finally be able to vote. I’ve never
missed a vote.

“There’s still a number of trips I want to do,
including seeing the polar bears in their natural
habitat. I’m happy here (but Paris is nice). I re-
cently went to Las Vegas, which had been num-
ber one on my list of places never to visit; went

to a granddaughter’s wedding. Did you know that
the MGM Grand owns 37 lions? On my 80th birth-
day the children treated me to the Kentucky Der-
by and promised to take me again on my 85th.
Too bad about the filly Eight Belles. The least of
my problems is death. I like to be surprised. Al-
though I’m a lifelong Democrat, I loved McCain’s
selection of Sarah Palin as his running mate. I
plan on voting for her darling youngest daughter
sometime in the future. She’s adorable. Life: Be
happy, healthy, and kind. Do not be judgmental.”

Ginny Keeler Smith, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL:
“Just trying to stand up each day. US is plagued
by poor decisions and greed. Fondest Cornell
memory is warmer weather in May. Forget the cold
weather. While writing these notes, I’m enjoying
a drink. Will do the same thing tomorrow and
next week. Living in a lifecare community is pret-
ty much ‘the same.’ Hopefully, neither Hillary nor
Sarah will be president in 2013. It’s a small
world—here, there, and everywhere. Thanks for
writing all these questions, Mr. Curmudgeon. We
do think about them.” Doris King Adams, Pough-
keepsie, NY: “Tennis, Garden Club of America,
choir member, photography. No need to explain
why US situation is bad. Happiest time at Cornell
was the day I joined Delta Gamma. Would like to
forget my failure to take advantage of more op-
portunities at Cornell. Just finished cooking din-
ner for Ralph ’47, BS Ag ’48. Tomorrow, brunch
at Vassar Alumni House. Next week, a party at a
garden designed by Beatrix Farrand and restored
by volunteers, of which I am one.”

Harold Vroman, MS ’52, Plattsmouth, NE:
“Do something different. You are invited to climb
‘Vroman’s Nose’ at 107 Davies Lane, in Cobleskill,
NY (Schoharie County).” Peter Harriott, BCH ’49,

Ithaca, NY: “Studying alternate energy systems
and climate change and giving guest lectures on
these and other subjects to Cornell students. Was
awarded the W. K. Lewis award for excellence in
chemical engineering education along with my
co-chair John Smith, to be presented in Philadel-
phia at the 100th annual meeting of the Ameri-
can Inst. of Chemical Engineering.” Lawrence
Gonzer, Short Hills, NJ: “Busy writing checks and
keeping doctors’ appointments. It’s bad to watch
the stock market slide. Solution is to turn off the
radio and TV and pray. Greatest memory is arriv-
ing on campus for the first time—on my birth-
day. Would like to forget the day I had to leave.
No one is in control. I predict Barack Obama as
president in 2013. I’m sorry I was unable to par-
ticipate in our 60th Reunion. I am impressed
with the turnout and the records set by the class.
Maybe the 65th will be better for me.”

Alan Van Poznak, MD ’52, Tenafly, NJ: “Re-
tired for nine years after 52 years at New York
Hospital/Cornell Medical Center, where I was pro-
fessor of anesthesiology and professor of phar-
macology. Also had an appointment at the Vet
college in Ithaca. I’m engaged in much musical

activity now. We are beating our plowshares into
swords and our pruning hooks into spears, which
is contrary to the eternal moral purpose of the
universe. We have only begun to pay for our fol-
ly. We need leaders of integrity. As Charles Spur-
geon wrote of William E. Gladstone in 1882, ‘We
believe in no man’s infallibility, but it is restful
to be sure of one man’s integrity.’

“Fondest Cornell memory is the chimes and
enchanted times. Would like to forget the stupid,
senseless sacrifice of our children in a war that,
like all wars, will only generate more problems
than it solves. Just finished converting reel-to-
reel church music audiotapes into CD format. I
only have several thousand more recordings to
convert. A colleague said, ‘The problem with the
US is that no intelligent person would want to be
president.’ I don’t believe that, but it’s an enter-
taining thought. Victor Hugo said, ‘Life is to give.
The more we give of ourselves, the more alive we
are.’ Arnold Toynbee examined the origin, growth,
maturation, and decay of 21 civilizations. Though
they differed in details, they all had a central uni-
fying spiritual force that, when lost, led to the
death of that civilization, either from internal
revolution or external conquest. Will we learn?”

Bob Persons, 102 Reid Ave., Port Washington,
NY 11050; phone and fax, (516) 767-1776; e-
mail, bobpersons@verizon.net.

c

‘After six months in our retirement
community, we concede it was a 
good move!’ John Fraser ’46

48 Joyce Ellen VanDenburgh Doty,
MFA ’50, Winter Park, FL: “Next
to electricity, I consider cell

phones to be the greatest invention, followed by

49 What a nice weekend it was!
With beautiful weather . . . good
food and drink . . . good times

with our classmates, some of whom the writer has
known for 67 years. In the front door of Hurlburt at
10:00 a.m. on Thursday appeared Curtis ter Kuile
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and his wife Betty to start the procession of
arrivals. He gets on the phone to arrange meeting
Carman Hill, and the weekend starts.

We had 93 classmates, 46 adult guests, and no
children, grandchildren, or great-grandchildren—
for a total of 139 participants—including the fol-
lowing husband and wife teams, where both are
49ers: John, JD ’49, and Ruth Davison Dorfman,
Bob and Sylvia Hirschhaut Frank, Jack and Inger
Molmen Gilbert, Ron and Faith Goldberg Hail-
parn, Dave and Joan Dickey Hardie, Jim and
Toni Hallinan Ottobre, and Lee and Janice Steele

Regulski. And as a Civil Engineering graduate, your
writer is pleased to announce that 13 of us were
at Reunion—30 percent of the 44 of us who have
mailable addresses. A tremendous turnout.

Among fraternities there were seven Phi Delts,
and among sororities there were four Kappa Deltas.
I sat with the Phi Delts at Sunday breakfast—
none had wives with them—and reminded them
of past reunions where the Phi Delts left their
wives at Big Ed Peterson ’48’s house in Skaneat-
eles during the weekend. They told me it wasn’t
them but another subgroup of the fraternity!

Our headquarters were at Hurlburt House on
Triphammer Road in back of Pi Phi, although
some classmates stayed in the Statler. Hurlburt
had a large meeting room that was good for gath-
ering for drinks and talk between meals and a
multitude of events on campus. We all had prob-
lems with the beds. They have a very light mat-
tress that does not hold the lower sheet in place.
This means you get up two or three times in the
night to remake your bed. (There was also a
problem with Cornell overbooking rooms at Hurl-
burt, which meant several classmates had to go
elsewhere for housing.) Cornell had buses running
all around the campus, so there was no need to
use your car.

Our traditional Milk Punch party was at the
Big Red Barn on Friday morning. Cornell Catering
did the mixing and provided the workers. Our Carl
Schwarzer, who had done all the work at previ-
ous reunions, presided over the event with a big
smile on his face. ’44 and ’54 also had Milk
Punch parties. We have sworn Cornell Catering to
secrecy on our recipe.

Five years ago Inger and I appointed Ken
Murray and Doris Kershaw Guba as our reunion
co-chairs. We told them it was up to them to
plan the weekend and that it was their show. If
they needed help they could call us. They did
their job with a minimum of help from us—and
they did a wonderful job. On behalf of the class,
we thank them.

There were only two incidents requiring med-
ical assistance over the weekend and both hap-
pened in Barton Hall on Saturday. As Bev Prime
Pearson climbed down from the bleachers after our
class photo, she fell. Medical help immediately
took over and transported her to the hospital. She
is now at home recuperating. We wish her a

speedy recovery. Doris Guba herself also received
Barton Hall medical help when she scraped her leg
on a chair. A visit to a local doctor later in the
day helped some more, and she had no trouble
getting on the plane Monday morning.

Evening entertainment was provided by Tom
Foulkes ’52 on piano and Lou Pradt ’53 on clar-
inet on Friday and Saturday nights. Our Saturday
reception and dinner was at Willard Straight. The
reception was on the Terrace, which allowed us
to see a beautiful sunset. President Skorton vis-
ited with us at the reception and after working

the crowd with wife Robin Davisson, closed the
visit with a few remarks. Those who had not met
him before were impressed. We who had met him
before were also impressed.

Our Reunion giving to Cornell was also im-
pressive: $2,013,397 from 314 donors, including
33 members of the Tower Club and 74 members
of the Cayuga Society. The class has 443 dues-
payers. Class officers were elected at dinner Sat-
urday to serve until our 65th: president, Jack
Gilbert; vice presidents, Dick Keegan, Inger Mol-
men Gilbert, and Jack Rupert, JD ’51; treasurer,
Ken Murray; Cornell Annual Fund rep, Jack Rupert;
secretary/historian, Bette McGrew Benedict; class
correspondent, Dorothy “Dee” Mulhoffer Solow;
and Class Council chair, Jerry Alpern, MBA ’50.
We also had four clerks who performed their du-
ties very well.

In closing we thank Mary Heisler Allison for
her many years as class correspondent. She did
a wonderful job! Jack Gilbert, Class President;
Dee Mulhoffer Solow, winspeck@yahoo.com.
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and served as project officer on a Trident sub-
marine. He also captained the DOE radiologic emer-
gency response team at the Three Mile Island
nuclear accident. He was technically a WWII vet
serving after the end of hostilities. More recent-
ly, Ted volunteered as a ski instructor for the
handicapped at Ski Windham, NY. Our condolences
to his family, including son Jon ’85, a retired Air
Force lieutenant colonel who now works as a
space systems analyst at MIT Lincoln Lab.

Charles “Chuck” Bauerlein (Philadelphia, PA),
a WWII vet, is a retired consulting engineer in the
field of recreational facilities. Chuck enjoys salt-
water sports fishing, camping, and the activities
of his 11 children and 27 grandchildren. Late in
life he earned an MA in liberal arts at Villanova
U. He is especially concerned about the increas-
ing disparity between the rich upperclass and the
poor underclass and consequently is active local-
ly and nationally in groups promoting peace and
justice. Philip Davis (Maryville, TN; farmerfil@
gmail.com) is retired from his dairy farm in Ker-
honkson, NY. In retirement he reads, hikes, at-
tends Elderhostels, and traveled on a church
mission trip to a small village in the interior of
New Guinea. He works part-time at Dollywood for
his church youth group. He is also concerned
there are so few Republican or Conservative Amer-
ican history professors: “What an unfortunate
loss. It’s all one-sided—little debate.”

Bernie Roth (North Dartmouth, MA; ebroth@
hotmail.com) was a management consultant in
such fields as airport parking, ocean technology,
and oil field development. Through the Executive
Service Corp. he now does pro bono business man-
agement consulting to charities in Massachusetts
and Rhode Island. A grandson is a Cornell grad in
physics and now a doctoral student at Boston U.
He reports that he enjoyed the outcome of the
last election and is optimistic about the future.
Chloe Gray Alexson (Rochester, NY; drcgamd@aol.
com) is a retired pediatric cardiologist—“Still
miss it every day!” She maintains her contact with
the U. of Rochester Medical School by volunteer-
ing in the alumni office and co-editing the Emer-
gency Services Directory. Retired urologist Jack
Rose, MD ’54 (Danville, PA) continues to serve our
class as a member of the executive council and
chairs the nominating committee for 2010-15 cy-
cle. With wife Lil, he took eight family members,
including grandkids, on a two-week Alaska cruise
and land tour. “A happy bonding experience.” Bob
Call (Oakfield, NY; rrcall@yahoo.com) is still on
his 8,000-acre farm “doing what others don’t get
to do, such as conservation and land improve-
ment,” plus renovating an historic barn. Bob and
his wife enjoyed an Aegean Sea/Greece/Turkey
trip with emeritus president Frank Rhodes as tour
leader. He and brother Richard ’52 (dean emeri-
tus of CALS) were honored with Distinguished Ser-
vice Citations by the NYS Agricultural Society.

John Baran, MBA ’52 (Needham, MA) is hap-
py that his original and replacement body parts
(triple bypass and pacemaker) are functioning.
John’s two brothers, now deceased, were Ag grads.
John’s grandson is a junior at Harvey Mudd Col-
lege, and his granddaughter is a junior at Wash-
ington U. in St. Louis. Residents in his retirement
community are mostly from Harvard and Welles-
ley. Kirk Reid (Hudson, OH) is retired from GM,
where he designed and tested earth-moving equip-
ment. He remembers his four-year roommate
Gordie Gardiner, whom he calls “a truly amazing
individual.” Kirk sent two pictures of his 1929
Ford station wagon, one from ’48 on campus, the

50 CLASS NEWS: 1) Class officers
plan a gala 60th Reunion next
June 10-13. It is not too early

to pencil this on your 2010 calendar. Let’s break
the old 60th Reunion attendance record of 127!
2) The Annual Class of ’50 Big Apple Dinner was
held in New York City on Friday, May 1, at the
Cornell Club. Michael Morisy ’07 spoke on “Back
to the Hill: What’s Going on at Cornell Today.”
Michael is former managing editor of the Daily
Sun and currently a journalist covering the high-
tech industry. For other class news please read
President Dick Pogue’s periodic newsletters.
Note: e-mail addresses are provided to stimulate
easy communications!

George Allhusen (Cayuga, NY; ga28@cornell.
edu) was a farm business management specialist
with Cornell Extension and now operates a small
business financial consulting service. He compli-
ments Cornell with opening many doors through-
out his lifetime. Arthur Brundage (boreal@mta
online.net), PhD (U. of Minnesota) is U. of Alas-
ka professor emeritus of animal science. In re-
tirement he has moved from Palmer, AK, to
Goshen, NY. Ted Schoenberg (Charlton, NY) passed
away in April. Ted trained as a nuclear engineer

‘A single head of the new lettuce
makes just enough salad for one 
person to eat at one sitting.’Edward Ryder ’51
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other of his recent restoration. Co-correspondent
Paul Joslin reports that the biannual meeting of
the Cornell Club of Greater Des Moines had 100
percent attendance. All five enjoyed a fine wine
and cheese party with nostalgic conversation. 
Paul Joslin, 6080 Terrace Dr., Johnston, IA 50131-
1560; tel., (515) 278-0960; e-mail, phj4@cornell.
edu; Marion Steinmann, 237 W. Highland Ave.,
Philadelphia, PA 19118-3819; e-mail, cjoiner@
ix.netcom.com.
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hotel/restaurant/culinary at Santa Barbara Com-
munity College. SBCC has a John Dunn Gourmet
Dining Room. As emeritus professor John lectures
at SBCC every semester. His fond memories of
Cornell include Edna Osborn, Dean Meek’s secre-
tary, who recommended him for a teaching job
at SFCC, and Mrs. Hilda Watson Gifford who hired
him; being drum major of the Big Red Marching
Band; catering for Dean Meek at his home sev-
eral times; and married life at Cornell.

Martin and Roberta Zucker (East Moriches,
NY) have children with PhDs in science: Jane
Zucker, physics, left Bell Labs to become an in-
vestment counselor; Michael, research scientist
at MIT on the LIGO [I googled it: Laser Interfer-
ometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory] project;
Miriam Zucker, neurobiology, technical writer at
a pharmaceutical company; Daniel, astronomy, on
the faculty of an Australian university in Sydney;
and Martin, retired from Brookhaven National Lab
(mostly nuclear physics, pure and applied). Mar-
tin is now a consultant/guest at Brookhaven “try-
ing to study the physics, math, and chemistry I
didn’t quite learn in college and grad school (Wis-
consin U.). Regrettably, I didn’t try to keep in
contact with the people in my Engineering Physics
and Electrical Engineering classes; it was my fault
and I now regret it. I often think of them and
wonder how they fared in careers and life.” Var-
ious fond memories: “The magazine room in the
library, Willard Straight Hall, the beautiful cam-
pus, the (gorgeous) gorges, the Ag campus, the
opportunity to see (already or becoming) famous
people (Hans Bethe, Morrison, Dyson, Feynman,
Salpeter, Kantrowitz, Kac, Rohrlich, etc.).”

Joann Lane Traeger Wilson (Dallas, TX) has
outlived two husbands—lawyer Bill Traeger (de-
ceased 1979) and geologist Bill Wilson (deceased
2002)—and has sons Loren and John Traeger and
six stepchildren, all grown. Joann taught art at
Dallas School of Arts—illustration, drawing, and
painting, “all a very happy experience.” On the
way, she got a master’s in art education from
SMU. I was able to find an address for Ann Ed-
miston Nangle ’52 in Newburyport, MA. Her most
vivid memory is walking to dinner on snowy
nights. “Cold? Yes, but lovely.” Please send your
news to: Brad Bond, 101 Hillside Way, Mari-
etta, OH 45750; tel., (740) 374-6715; e-mail,
bbond101@suddenlink.net.
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His wife Claudet and four children were with him
in Stuart, FL.”

Whenever Judith Kredel Brown wrote, it was
to report that she was still teaching and still
swimming. This time someone from Oakland U.
wrote to say that Professor Brown, “a pioneer in
the field of feminist anthropology,” had been
awarded the title of distinguished professor by the
Oakland U. Board of Trustees. Judy joins a group
of “just 13 preeminent faculty members . . . ”
The full story is at www.Oakland.edu.

From the mailbag: John Crager (Hudson, NY),
a snowbird, spends his winters in Bisbee, AZ. He
has been calling American Legion Bingo. It sup-
ports a good cause and he enjoys the fellowship.
At Cornell, the person who had the greatest im-
pact on him was his advisor, professor G. O. Hall.
Looking back he wishes he had socialized more. As
I sort through the responses that came in with the
dues, I find that they are almost equally divided
between those who wish they had studied more at
Cornell and those who wish they had studied less.

How Lillian Schneider Gerstman (Buffalo,
NY; lilliangerstman@yahoo.com) finds time for
five exercise classes weekly, I do not know. She
is active on several boards. As a trustee for the
Blue Rose Foundation, which serves those with
developmental disabilities, she managed a major
community event. She planned to travel during the
winter and to Eastern Europe in the spring. Look-
ing back, she might have stayed longer at Cornell,
perhaps applying to law school in her senior year.
Impact? “Many wonderful professors, but Robert
Cushman inspired my interest in government and
I switched from English to Government.” Though
retired, Theodore Castner (Pittsford, NY; testout@
frontiernet.net) is still doing research in semi-
conductor physics. In good weather he bikes the
Erie Canal path to the U. of Rochester. He is in a
book discussion group, attends Rochester Philhar-
monic Orchestra concerts, and travels. The Castners
did a 17-day Elderhostel trip to Portugal and Spain
and were particularly impressed with Barcelona
and Valencia. He wouldn’t have done much differ-
ent at Cornell, and cites professor Henry Sack of
Engineering Physics and professor Paul Hartman.

Constance Soelle Geerhart (Montgomery Vil-
lage, MD) is active in the Bradley Hills Presbyter-
ian Church and the Cornell Club of Washington and
has many dear friends. She travels to see adult
children in Texas and California and sisters in North
Carolina and Arizona. At Cornell, she would have
studied harder. Greatest impact? “Professors and
the unique terrain.” Thomas Weber, PhD ’63
(Williamsville, NY; twweber@eng.buffalo.edu)
swims Monday through Friday. He and Marianne
have moved to a continuing life care facility near
their previous home of 41 years. Tom and Jim Ling
produced “Memories and Beyond,” recounting the
memories and whereabouts of the Chem E Class of
1952 that graduated in 1953. The booklet is avail-
able in the Cornell archives. Greatest impact at
Cornell? “I have to say, my education in the Dept.
of Chemical Engineering and my five years in Theta
Xi. I wouldn’t change a thing!” John Talmage
(Riverhead, NY; SeaGull2@optonline.net) restores
and flies antique aircraft. His greatest influence
was Prof. Stan Warren, College of Agriculture.

William Hodges (Lynchburg, VA; wlhodges2@
verizon.net) is busy. “Organizing a bulb planting
group at the Summit, a retirement community
where I live. I design the plantings and get volun-
teers to help me do the work; in charge of restor-
ing a train given to the city, which the city let go
to pot; singing; . . . selling company’s promotional

51 Edward Ryder (Salinas, CA) has
written his first novel, The Depart-
ments, due out by the time this col-

umn appears. The book describes the conflicts that
result when a plant breeder in a plant sciences
department at a fictional land grant university
leaves to take another job. There is a background
of plant breeding and academic intrigue. Edward
retired in 2003 from USDA-ARS in Salinas after 46
years as a plant breeder. He was editor of the Cor-
nell Countryman while on the Hill. A 1991 publica-
tion describes his career: “The cool, crisp salads of
iceberg lettuce you may be enjoying this summer
will likely be made with Salinas—America’s most
popular iceberg lettuce. Salinas and more than a
half-dozen other varieties are the handiwork of
Edward J. Ryder, one of America’s foremost lettuce
breeders. At his ARS laboratory, greenhouses, and
test fields in Salinas, CA, Ryder has crossed prom-
ising lettuce plants to produce new iceberg-type
varieties that look good, withstand the rigors of
shipping, and fend off disease. His Salinas variety
reigns as a classic, setting the standard for the look
and taste of a top-quality iceberg lettuce. First
introduced in 1975, Salinas is now this country’s
most widely planted iceberg lettuce. ‘Salinas is a
plant breeder’s dream,’ says Ryder. ‘Luck has a lot
to do with its success, of course. But when a let-
tuce variety becomes so popular so fast, it’s pretty
heady stuff.’ Lettuces that Ryder bred after Salinas,
although perhaps lesser known, offer specialized
traits prized by growers. The desert lettuce Win-
terset, for example, resists a devastating disease
caused by lettuce mosaic virus. So does Salinas 88,
which Ryder designed for cool coastal valleys.
Mosaic virus gets its name from the pattern of dark
and light green that appears on leaves of infected
lettuce plants. Perhaps the most appealing of the
lettuces Ryder’s laboratory has yielded, however,
is a new mini-lettuce—a junior-size version of
Salinas. The midget lettuce is perfect for people
who can’t seem to use up a whole head of lettuce
while it’s still fresh. A single head of the new let-
tuce makes just enough salad for one person to
eat at one sitting, Ryder says.”

Vincent Hughes (Lake Kiowa, TX) married
Anita on March 29, 2008, in Gainesville, TX. Vince
is a retired USAF colonel and an avid golfer and
traveler. Barbara Bell Jutila (Morristown, NJ) had
a glorious time at Perry and Carolyn Thelander
Gittelson’s Short Hills, NJ, home in honor of Jack
Keenan’s birthday. Jack and Judy (Nathanson)
’62, BFA ’63, live in Newtown, PA. Also present
was Pat Fritz Bowers ’50. “Great gabfest!” Pat is
emeritus professor of economics at Brooklyn Col-
lege, CUNY, Barbara is a psychotherapist, and the
Gittelsons have consulting careers of their own.
John and Patricia Ann Dunn (Santa Barbara, CA)
have a dentist son practicing in Santa Barbara and
a grandson, Conner, 13, in 7th grade with all As.
John and Patti have celebrated 61 years and are
“still going strong.” John retired at age 72 after
45 years of perfect attendance as chairman of

52 First, a reminiscence that came
in the mail triggered by the men-
tion in a March/April Class of ’53

column of Liberty Hyde Bailey. Alas, edited. Bill
Schneider (Middle Island, NY) wrote that Dr. Bai-
ley, a world authority on palm trees, among other
things, spoke at a Floriculture Club meeting in late
1948. “In his talk Dr. Bailey said he had planned
his life in three stages: the first 30 years in study,
the following 30 in application, and the final 30
in retirement.” A grad student asked Dr. Bailey,
then 93, what he planned to do next. “Dr. Bailey
replied, ‘I’m studying again.’ He then went on to
say he planned a palm specimen collecting trip
along the Amazon for the following year accom-
panied by his daughter Zoe.” Bill closes, “Yes, he
was great.” Speaking of great professors, those
who, as I did, had Meyer Abrams’s classes might
find this link worthwhile: http://video.google.
com/videoplay?docid=2358135795136750849.

Sad news in an e-mail from Fred Eydt: “With
great sorrow I report the death of E. Whitney
Mitchell. Whit died May 17, following surgery.
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items through gadgetmanitems.com.” At Cornell
he would have “taken business administration and
not gone into the orchard business.” Greatest im-
pact: “Pomology professor Dr. Robert Smock, fra-
ternity brothers, and roommates.”

Corrections Dept.: Our apologies to Fred Ru-
binstein, LLB ’55, whose e-mail address was list-
ed incorrectly in the Jul/Aug class column. The
correct address is: frubinstein@KelleyDrye.com.

Have you seen the photos on the class Web
page? They are good and come with text. Paul
and Polly Prine Herman (phpdx@comcast.net)
could use more. Send yours. Joan Boffa Gaul,
7 Colonial Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15232; e-mail,
joangaul@mac.com. Class website: http://class
of52.alumni.cornell.edu.
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case for the defense of racquet involvement
somewhat, he admits. Different strokes for dif-
ferent folks. Alan Perlmutter’s son Ben ’12 was
a freshman engineer this year. Dad still runs the
Big Sur River Inn, not so far from Carmel on Cal-
ifornia’s Route 1.

Ira Berman, LLB ’55 (Boca Raton, FL) has re-
tired from the practice of law in NYC after 50 years
and carries on as director, co-founder, and gener-
al counsel of a public company on the stock ex-
change. He met his wife at Cornell when she was
Joan Galton ’54. It’s a Big Red family. Daughter
Stephanie Berman Abada ’83 and granddaughter
Brittany Beth Berman ’12 (Hotel) maintain the
tradition. A sister slipped away to Amherst where
she was captain of the golf team, and then to
Boston College. Ira was “last man on the Cornell
golf team,” he recalls. “Since then, I have played
and lost on just about every golf course in the
metropolitan area. I have finally stopped trying.”
Richard Long (Vestal, NY) is still lawyering, with
“many tasks for the NYS Bar Association and as
chair of New York’s Uniform Law Association.” But
he submits that he’s trying to figure out how to
retire. Solution? “Try it! (Maybe in a few years, if
the stock market ever bottoms out.)”

The memories linger on. Cattle rancher Lin-
da Mitchell Davis (Cimarron, NM) had kind words
for our 55th. “The best ever,” she wrote last
spring. “All the events were well planned and en-
joyed by all in attendance. We even got to stay
in an air-conditioned residence hall.” But she also
reported that matters haven’t improved in cow
country where what was lingering when she wrote
was a drought. “The western slope of the Rocky
Mountains has had great winter snow, but the east
slope, from Montana to New Mexico, has received
no moisture.” Discouraging words. Linda, our only
female member of the Cowboy Hall of Fame, re-
turned to Ithaca in March for the President’s Coun-
cil of Cornell Women meeting. “That was the night
the basketball team won the Ivy League champi-
onship by beating Penn.” Diane DeVoe (Hilton
Head, SC) tells of a reunion closer to home. She
was busy organizing her high school 60th “in New
Jersey—long distance work, but great fun.”

Irene Selmer Griffith (Torrance, CA): “Cele-
brated 77th birthday at Disneyland with husband
Owen ’50, PhD ’58, youngest daughter, son-in-law,
and five young grandchildren. We had fun!” Irene
continues senior advocacy with the Los Angeles
County Agency on Aging, leads a faith-sharing
group, and is a bereavement minister at church.
“Having enough time to keep up with my activi-
ties, family, and memories” makes for a full plate.
Solution? “Daily e-mail for family, invest time in
the most urgent activities, savor the memories.”
Felice Bernstein Burns (NYC) replied succinctly to
a two-word inquiry (Biggest problem?). “It’s the
economy, stupid!” Good point. Solution? “You tell
me!” As of this writing, we’re being told to look
for better days by about the time this reaches you.

Jim Hanchett, 300 1st Ave., #8B, NYC 10009;
e-mail, jch46@cornell.edu.
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many songs at our sing-a-long Friday night. With
or without talent, we love to sing. We raised our
voices in “a toast to her we all love so well,” and
ended, of course, with the “Evening Song.” Miss-
ing Bob Benzinger to cheer us on, several class-
mates with stellar voices stepped into the breach.

Due to all the rain, the campus was beyond
beautiful. It was green, lush, and sparkling, mak-
ing it the perfect setting for ’54 in our red and
white Hawaiian shirts and spiffy safari hats. We
could see each other blocks away and conse-
quently had lots of conversations as we went to
and from our multiple venues. The entire week-
end was planned by Chick Trayford and Jack Vail
around an island theme complete with an Islands
of the World trivia quiz. Many of the questions
featured our own Gardner McKay recalling his
role as Capt. Adam Troy aboard the Tiki in the TV
series “Adventures in Paradise.” It was a great
brain-tickler and we all had fun completing it
while dining at Moakley House to the sounds of
a steel band and raindrops falling on the roof.
Few of the men, but most of the women, re-
membered Gardner as “Moose.” Hmmm. Dave,
PhD ’60, and Mary Gentry Call were our island
experts and won the grand prize.

Winning the prize for unique means of travel
to Reunion again went to the William Tuckers,
who have ridden their bikes from Colorado for the
past three reunions. This time they rode halfway
and then flew the rest. Hugh Schwartz and Mer-
rill Hessel returned to campus for the first time
since graduation. From their smiles we assumed
they were pleased with their decisions; we cer-
tainly were. I had a great chat with Craig Bogley
and John Fryling after our lunch with President
Skorton at Duffield Hall Saturday. I was curious
why Craig tossed a curve into my migration data
by moving from California, which few of us have
done, and landing in Kansas along with Dorothy
and Toto. I found out that the reason was the
empty nest syndrome. Wife Judy had a strong
need to nurture, so they returned to her roots,
where she is presently a housemother at the U.
of Kansas. In his remarks to us at the Duffield
lunch Pres. Skorton mentioned his envy of our
colorful shirts. With that, Jean Rowley, MBA ’56,
literally bounded up the steps to the podium and,
in true Superman fashion, ripped off his shirt and
gave it to a surprised but delighted president.

Trying to chat with everyone, which was my
goal, proved difficult, but I did have some great
discussions with Betty Brundage Huntress about
her singing ambitions toward an operatic career
and her daughter’s career in the field. I saw Doris
Caretti Oniskey, who looked absolutely elegant,
before our dinner at the Statler. Doris has stepped
back on a great deal of her traveling to spend
more time with the grands, of which she has sev-
eral. Over breakfast one morning, I had a great
chat with Jean Lanigan Lenehan about what she
does when she gets up in the morning. Briefly, she
organizes specialized trips for a variety of interest
groups, which she researches in depth. I went to
the tents after Cornelliana Night, which was most
enlightening, and found the sea of young faces
that surrounded us to be more varied than that of
our generation. I spoke with several members of
the Class of ’04, back for their first reunion, among
them an attractive young woman who had just
finished her first year of residency. The noise, the
youthful energy, and the exciting career-centered
conversations added considerable depth to Re-
union. Once again I had that proud feeling of ex-
actly what it means to be a Cornellian.

53 The Hill was alive with the sound
of remembered chimes, of course,
as well as renewed companion-

ship, informed discourse, and the State of the
University (and the economy), as one of the gen-
tler Junes in the memory of returning regulars
embraced our noble alma mater at Reunion ’09.
Fifty-three was in the middle of it, starting with
Ernie Hardy, PhD ’69’s standup trombone perform-
ance with the Savage Club Jazz Band on Thursday.
The Savages, who spell the names of their annual
variety shows backwardly, offered “A Thgin No Eht
Nwot” in their 114th year. Jack Brophy and fel-
low Cayuga’s Waiters from the Fifties, like our own
Jim Galusha, John Nixon, and Al Packer, crooned
“Goodnight, Little Girl” and such vintage faves as
“Four Freshmen” turned senior but still mellow.
In the morning, Warren G. Grady whipped up a
batch of milk punch for our younger friends of
’54. There was also a bit of last year’s concoction,
frozen and kept over the winter by Jack Vail ’54.
It was offered as a supplement and pronounced
maybe better than this year’s. It’s said that one
woman, who didn’t quite catch on, poured it on
her cereal. No ill effects reported.

Bill Gratz came back with ’54 after he and
partner Jay Bruno checked out the prereunion CAU
session. Bill dazzled many in his splashy red-and-
white Hawaiian shirt for the class luau. Louis Pradt
(clarinet) and Tom Foulkes ’52 (keyboard) played
nice, as always. Southpaw Don Unbekant, BCE ’55,
was starting pitcher for the gray uniforms in the
annual alumni baseball game. Old catcher Mike
Milmoe the younger (’89) did proud for the white
shirts. Grady, Gratz, Bill Sullivan, Jim and Sandy
Blackwood, Jane Little Hardy, Bill, MBA ’58, JD
’59, and Nan Bellamy, Dave and Sandy Rossin,
Bob ’52, MEd ’55, and Judy Resnik Chabon, and
Art Jenkins represented the Continuous Reunion
Club (CRC), as did moi, who also coached at third
in the baseball game. Eight runs scored in my
three innings and nobody was thrown out.

Those Waiters keep coming back like Capis-
trano swallows. Packer (Granville, OH) has made
every Cornell reunion since 2003. Spring Weekend
2009 was the group’s 60th anniversary. He’s still
active full-time in commercial real estate. That,
and 15 grown kids (“birth, step, and ‘sorta’ “)
plus “a proud array of their kids and three great-
grandkids, is an adventure.” So the focus is “on
health, exercise, and staying among the young.”
Bob, JD ’56, and Julie Neff (Pinehurst, NC) live
near son Will at Elon U. That places them among
the rare freshman parents of ’53 (“But we can
tolerate that.”) Bob remains dedicated to ten-
nis—even though his home’s in a golf resort.
“Lying about nonexistent golf scores” helps his

54 If you were asked your favorite
Cornell song, what would it be?
Quick, quick—don’t think, just

e-mail me the answer and reminisce. While writ-
ing this column, after our splendidly planned and
executed 55th Reunion, I am browsing through
the Song Book Chick Trayford, MBA ’60, assem-
bled for both of our latest reunions. More than 40
of us did “strike up a song to Cornell” or, rather,
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One of the joys of reunion it to talk with our
loyal correspondents such as: Charles Bibbins,
MBA ’55, Richard Brown, Barbara Johnson Gott-
ling, Barbara Schicker Hankins, Bruce Hartwig-
sen, Barbara Jones Jenkins, Annadele Ferguson
Jackson, Phyllis Hubbard Jore, Dorothy Vander-
cher Klozbeacher, Betty Siebert Libera, Daniel
Nadler, Catherine Ryan Nelson, Paul Nemiroff,
William Pinchbeck, Betty Wagler Striso, and many
more who returned to “tread the Hill once more.”

We had our class meeting during the lunch-
eon and elected a new slate of officers for the
next five years: co-presidents, Jack Vail and Mitzi
Sutton Russekoff; VPs, Rosemary Seelbinder
Jung, Lew Stone, Chick Trayford; treasurer, Jim
Settel; secretary/class correspondent, Les Pap-
enfus Reed; historian, Robert Martin; Cornell
Annual Fund representative, Warren “Breck”
Breckenridge; webmaster, Jan Jakes Kunz; and
reunion chairs TBA. As of May 27, 2009, our class
donations equaled $2,884,643.00, with 451
donors, 47 Tower Club members, 87 Cayuga Soci-
ety members, and 434 duespayers. There were 99
classmates at Reunion and a total of 168 atten-
dees with spouses and guests.

A heads-up to all classmates: The 2009-10
News and Dues mailing will arrive this month, and
we will be reworking the News Form to better re-
flect what we are doing today. Most but not all are
retired, some have relocated, some have time to
follow interests they have put aside for years.
Some are following passions that location and
more time permit. How did our Cornell education
prepare us for our Fourth Quarter? I looked about
at Reunion and found very active, diverse class-
mates doing some amazing things. Please share
your activities with us on the News Form, as you
may give others ideas they had not thought of be-
fore. Les Papenfus Reed, LJReed@speakeasy.
net. Class website, http://classof54.alumni.cornell.
edu. Online Alumni Directory, https://directory.
alumni.cornell.edu.

c

spectacular!”) and traveled widely in South Africa,
including driving the Garden Route and the moun-
tains down to the wine country, and Capetown to
the Cape of Good Hope. They also went to Kenya,
Botswana, Zimbabwe, and Zambia—and on three
different safaris. “What a vast and magnificent re-
gion, and we saw only a small sample!” Last
April, Marty and Phyllis took two grandkids to Is-
rael to celebrate their bar and bat mitzvahs. High-
lights included crisscrossing the Galilee and
touring Beit Shean with Israeli archaeologist
friends. “Nothing like seeing these wonders with
the experts who uncovered them!” They climbed
the Arbel cliffs, walked through the icy cold wa-
ter of the pitch black Shiloah/Hezekiah tunnel
under the walls of the old City of David, floated

in the Dead Sea, climbed the snake path at dawn
up to Masada, swam at the highest waterfall pool
at Ein Gedi oasis—all active adventures that they
enjoyed as much as the kids. They also visited
some of the major cities and sites: Akko, Haifa,
Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Rosh Hanikra, the Tsippori
(Sephoris) excavation, and most of the important
museums (Yad Vashem, Independence Hall, Dias-
pora Museum). “The timing of this trip to Israel
was just right for our grandchildren, who still
think it is OK to travel with us!”

Ruth McDevitt Carrozza has been traveling,
too. She visited Costa Rica for ten days last spring,
and “had the pleasure of sleeping at the foot of
the Arenal Volcano and swimming in the Pacific
for the first time.” Ruth is planning a trip to
Greece, doing a “Walk with the Apostle Paul.” She’s
decided not to move back north (“too cold!”) and
will continue enjoying year-round flowers in cen-
tral Florida. “I would hate to give up my orchids.”
When Jean Keller Miller takes time off from her
private practice of psychiatry in Bronxville, she
might be found looking after their nine grand-
children, enjoying their home on Lake George, or
birding in this country and internationally. Bob
’54 and Wendy Witherell Hill still enjoy skiing,
biking, canoeing, and relaxing at their Lake George
camp. Don Huene’s activities include fishing, in-
venting, and raising thoroughbred horses. He
plans to attend our 55th Reunion in 2010.

Jeff Machamer says he’s still “mildly active”
as a consulting geologist, and describes his wife,
Sue (Hurd), as “vigorously active” in the farm and
market business she shares with their daughter
Amy. The Hurd women produce apples, peaches,
cherries, and a wide variety of jellies, preserves,
and other farm products. For gift baskets, baked
goods, special dinners, and catered events, you
can find Hurd Orchards on the Web. A familiar
name from our Dickson V freshman corridor is
Joan Groskin Promin. Joan writes that she’s cre-
ated “a new encore career” in the field of med-
ical research and continues to paint portraits. Her
contribution of a Labrador “fantasy puppy” was
well received at their local humane society’s fund-
raiser. Shawkat Dallal, JD ’59, is still working as

a professor of Islamic jurisprudence and Arabic at
Colgate and is also a writer. Shaw’s first novel,
Scattered like Seeds, was published in 1998, and
he’s working on his third book now.

Len Ladin was active in the political cam-
paign of upstate candidate Kirsten Gillibrand and
now serves on her finance committee. He cred-
its Pilates with improving his stamina for the
world of politics! Len’s the president of the NYC
chapter of the American Association of Individ-
ual Investors, and vice president of his neigh-
borhood organization, Sutton Area Community
Inc. Don Minini says, “Never thought I’d still be
working at this age, but I’m enjoying myself,
selling engineering technology to railroads.”
Don’s clients include MetroNorth, Amtrak, New

Jersey Transit, and the LIRR. Both Joel and Sher-
ry Vogel Mallin are still happy to be working;
that is, when they’re not traveling the world and
collecting contemporary art. The Mallins would
welcome hearing from classmates.

Bill Laube closed his restaurant under un-
fortunate circumstances (“no buyer and heavy
debt”), but he’s started a new job with Horizon
Foods, a national home-delivery service of top
quality meats and seafoods. Remember Bill’s Bal-
loon Platoon, his comic marching group/drill
team? Over the past 15 years the group has per-
formed in London, Edinburgh, Nice, Singapore,
the Indianapolis 500, and the Cherry Blossom Pa-
rade in Washington, DC, plus lots of local parades.
Dick Bump sent us a brochure from Blue Stores,
the hotel and restaurant he and his partner have
opened in Livingston, NY. It’s a two-hour drive
from New York City and offers a menu featuring
Hudson River Valley cuisine; you can find out
more on their website, bluestoreshotel.com. Don
and Fran Walden Jacobs ’56 are “enjoying sun
and exercise on Kiawah Island,” while Liz Rother-
mel Hopwood has discovered parasailing in Fort
Lauderdale. “Why did I wait so long?”

Rosamund Wobber Wendt is an active mem-
ber of the Academy of Senior Professionals at
Eckerd College and gives lectures on such diverse
topics as her arctic research in the ’50s, emerg-
ing diseases, and HIV in those over 50. Rima
Kleiman Sharron revisited New Zealand, arriving
via helicopter to land on Fox Glacier. “Awesome!”
she reports. “I do love the kiwis!” Rima and John,
her husband of seven years, will celebrate her
75th birthday at Providenciales, Turks and Caicos.
“I don’t scuba dive any more, but I look forward
to snorkeling in those gorgeous warm waters.”
The Sharrons plan to celebrate our 55th Reunion
with Sara (Smith) and Bill Ellison; Rima also
looks forward to seeing her a cappella chorus
friends (“We had a great group!”). We send our
congratulations to Marcus Reidenberg, who was
elected chairman of the World Health Organiza-
tion’s Expert Committee on the Selection and Use
of Essential Medicines. Marcus continues to work
full-time at Weill Cornell Medical College and also

55 This past June our Class of ’55
reunion team was on campus to
sample and evaluate reunion

events (and enjoy perfect Ithaca weather!) in
anticipation of our Fun, Festive, and Fabulous
55th the weekend of June 10-13, 2010. Class co-
presidents Barbara Loreto Peltz and Fred Antil
were joined by Mike Avery, Bob Belden, Nils
Nordberg, Frank Turgeon, and Phil Harvey for
the planning sessions—and early reports indicate
we’re in for a wonderful time. And while we’re talk-
ing reunion: Phil Harvey and Eva Konig Ray will be
hosting a special pre-reunion event on Saturday,
October 17, for classmates in the Philadelphia area.
Cocktails and dinner will start at 5:00 p.m. at Phil’s
home in Chadds Ford. Other attractions in the im-
mediate area are the Brandywine River Museum
(with Wyeth family paintings), Longwood Gardens
(the largest formal gardens in the US), and Win-
terthur, the biggest private collection of American
antiques in the US. Contact either Phil: (610) 388-
7045, harvey1012@comcast.net; or Eva: (610)
525-9576, ekr3@cornell.edu if you’d like to attend.

Marty, MD ’58, and Phyllis Shames Korn ’57
have enjoyed some amazing travels, most recent-
ly spending five weeks in Africa, including climb-
ing Mt. Kilimanjaro (six days up and two down).
“This was a cancer fundraising trip (packpaddle
ski.com). We have been spared, but know many
who have not, so we climbed in honor and mem-
ory of them.” They visited Victoria Falls (“truly

‘Len Ladin credits Pilates with
improving his stamina for the 
world of politics.’ Nancy Savage Petrie ’55
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shows his photographic prints at the National Arts
Club and the Salmagundi Club in New York City.

Joe Silverman and wife Pat had mini-re-
unions with classmates: one with Larry Lattomus
and wife Angie from Tucson, and one with Donn
Resnick and wife Jennifer from Scottsdale. “Both
couples were kind enough to meet us in Phoenix
at our timeshare at Marriott’s Canyon Villas at
Desert Ridge.” Donald Crane still arbitrates la-
bor/management grievances. He’s done it for 40
years, he says, “and I still enjoy the intellectual
stimulation.” Don is involved with lots of com-
munity volunteer work, including being a mem-
ber of his church choir. “At Cornell, I couldn’t sing
a note. I still can’t sing, but I’m in the church
choir with 75 other voices who carry me.” And
getting back to reunion news, our chairman of
publicity, Howland Swift, reports that he spent
three months in Green Valley, AZ, last winter,
then two months at home in St. Michaels, MD,
and was in Vermont all summer. Now he’s gearing
up for June 2010! If you’d like to help with re-
union plans, please contact Swifty (swifthaven@
atlanticbb.net). Nancy Savage Petrie, nancy
petrie@optonline.net. Class website, http://class
of55.alumni.cornell.edu.
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the Kripalu Center for Yoga and Health near her
home in Lenox, MA.

New roots. Snowbird Betty Davidson Gray, has
lived in Middleton, WI, and Oakland, CA, for three
years. Retirement activities. We received a long
note from Betsy Jennings Rutledge and husband
Dick ’55 (Wilmette, IL), who are involved in re-
tirement, real estate with private investors, char-
ity, travel, and family, and “thankful for every
day granted on Earth.”

CAU. I completed Ross Brann’s pre-reunion
seminar on the Middle East this June. At the Mo-
honk Mountain House Presidential Election Week-
end with Glenn Altschuler, PhD ’76, and Joel
Silbey this past fall were: Gail and Jim Biben, JD
’58 (Rochester, NY); Joseph and Anita Hurwitch
Fishman (South Orange, NJ); Stephen and Gail
Gifford Rudin (Manhasset, NY); Ellen and Robert
Meyer (Wilmington, DE); Mary Jane and John
Hoare, MBA ’57 (Basking Ridge, NJ); Barbara and
Ed Rosen, BArch ’57 (NYC); and Barbara and Nor-
man Some (Cherry Hill, NJ). On the Mississippi
River aboard the American Queen with President
David Skorton and wife Robin Davisson, Steven
Pond, and Nick Salvatore were Marcia and Joseph
Bograd (Pompton Lakes, NJ), and Percy Edwards
Browning (Ithaca, NY).

In London at the theater last May with Glenn
Altschuler and David Feldshuh were Miriam Mat-
tinen Shearing (Incline Village, NV), with daugh-
ters Laurie and Leslie. In Las Vegas for a class on
Psychology, Business, and Culture with Glenn

Altschuler were Mary Jane and
John Hoare, George and Judith Co-
hen Lowry, and David ’54 and Nan-
cy Fowle Morse (Urbana, IL). On
the Corinthian II with Scott Mac-
Donald and President Emeritus
Frank H. T. Rhodes on the Aegean
Sea studying Heaven and Earth
were Ruth and Charles Dorman
(Pflugerville, TX). At last year’s
pre-reunion seminar on China’s Eco-
nomic Miracle with Peter Katzen-
stein and Victor Nee were Bette
and Lonnie Hanauer, MD ’60 (West
Orange, NJ). At the Santa Fe Opera
with Art Groos, PhD ’70, were Car-
lyn Wagner Johnson (Indianapolis,
IN) with her sister Mary Wagner
Diegert ’51. And, finally, in Bur-
gundy, France, with Abby Nash ’75,
were T. Richard ’53 and Margaret
Jones Halberstadt (Wyoming, OH).

I am saddened to report the
passing of Alfred Appel Jr., Wil-
mette, IL, a scholarly expert on
Vladmir Nabokov. As reported in
the New York Times, Al turned the
extraordinary experience of attend-
ing Nabokov’s lectures at Cornell on
literature into a scholarly cottage
industry of articles, books, and an
essay collection. He was also the
author of wide-ranging interpretive
books on modern art and jazz.
Speaking at a memorial service for
Nabokov in Manhattan in 1977, Al
recalled telling him about an anti-
war protest at Northwestern during
which a student had called him a
eunuch. Nabokov said quickly, “Oh,
no, Alfred, you misunderstood him.
He called you a unique.” Phyl-
lis Bosworth, phylboz@aol.com.

c

56 Here’s a comment from Gen.
Anthony Zinni, the most recent
recipient of our Class of ’56/

Rhodes Chair: “My second year at Cornell continues

Farm Fresh
Stephen Verrill ’57

W hen Stephen Verrill took over Verrill Farm from his father in 1957, it was a small-
scale dairy operation with just two employees. When his daughter Jennifer takes
over in a few years, she will

inherit more than 200 acres of protected
farmland with fields of tomatoes, parsnips,
corn, peppers, beets, radishes, and other
vegetables that are worked by more than
sixty employees during the growing season.
The Concord, Massachusetts, farm supplies
more than two dozen Boston-area restau-
rants with produce and is renowned for its
bakery, which produces the farm’s signature
item—pies—as well as muffins, scones, and
cookies. “We work hard to have good items
that people will feel are better than they
will get anywhere else,” Verrill says.

When a fire razed the family’s farm stand
in September 2008 and destroyed its 1,500-
square-foot kitchen, the Verrills still managed
to prepare the 2,000 pies that customers had
ordered for the holidays. Through a series of
donations, including a portable kitchen from Maryland, the bakery has continued operation
while a more efficient kitchen is being built. Patrons have donated money and time to the
rebuilding process and Verrill hopes that the new kitchen and farm stand will be completed
by the first anniversary of the fire. “We were overwhelmed with the support we got from our
neighbors, customers, and other farmers,” Verrill says. “Everyone did everything they could
to help out. It was a very uplifting experience.”

— Zak Failla
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to be a rewarding and enjoyable experience. The
interest, enthusiasm, and intelligence of the stu-
dents are inspiring. The kindness, hospitality, and
personal involvement of the faculty and staff make
the visits truly superb. I look forward to my trips to
Cornel and come away with far more than I bring.”

Notes from classmates about classmates. Ed
Berkowitz writes, “I got a note from Foster Kin-
ney. He is retired from the real estate world in
Fullerton, CA, and lives in Redwood City, CA, near
his daughter who lives in Menlo Park. Foss met
Bob Schermer at a lunch in San Francisco for
’56ers who didn’t get to reunion. He also said he
saw Jim Strickler, who lives in Tucson, and Tom
Merryweather, who spends part of the year in
Tucson as well.” Syrell Rogovin Leahy (Fort Lee,
NJ) still writes and hopes to get published. She
visited Marge Green Winkler last summer on
Cape Cod.

Travel. Judy Cohen Lowry and husband
George went with Joan Edelman Goody and her
daughter to Cuba this past April with a group
called Fundación Amistad, which promotes con-
tacts between Cubans and Americans through art.
The occasion was the 10th Havana Biennial, with
exhibitions and visits to artists’ galleries. Work.
Joan Hillsley MacKenzie (Redondo Beach, CA)
loves her work in the field of adult and child psy-
chology. Lenore Brotman Greenstein teaches
“The Art of Nutrition” and “Cultural Foods” cours-
es at the Philharmonic Center for Lifelong Learn-
ing in Naples, FL, and teaches and counsels at
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57 Bob and Linda Watts traveled to
Antwerp, Belgium, in late May
and early June to visit daughter

Jenny and primarily to celebrate the confirmation
of one of their granddaughters. As a side trip,
they took the Eurostar train through the Chunnel
to London, seeing a show or two and riding the
Eye, the wonderful Ferris wheel that gets you
higher than the Parliament building on the other
side of the Thames. Walt Curtice, PhD ’62, is a
consultant on transistor design, and if I read his
correspondence correctly, he is teaching a model-
ing course in Israel via the Internet. He passes
along a thought shared by most or all of us,
namely that his friends from his Cornell days have
remained so, and will for life.

If you want to know whether global warming
is fact or fiction, Rick Freeman is the logical per-
son to ask. He was a professor of economics at
Bowdoin, retiring in 2000 after 35 years of teach-
ing and writing. He was honored in January for
“writing the book” (actually eight books) on val-
uation methods involving environmental services,
human health effects of pollution, and environ-
mental risks. He has participated on numerous ad-
visory boards and review panels in his endeavors,
and has published more than 70 articles and pa-
pers in academic journals. Steve Reich, whose
music has been lauded for many years for em-
bracing the spoken word and non-Western
rhythms, has been awarded the Pulitzer Prize for
“Double Sextet,” a piece composed for two iden-
tical sextets of instruments—flute, clarinet, vio-
lin, cello, vibraphone, and piano.

I think I/we have been had. The John Fol-
lansbee written up previously in this column for
meritorious service as a shrink in the armed forces
at the age of 74 is actually a gentleman by the
same name who graduated from West Point in
1957. There is a debate as to whether the two are
related, and a higher power than I is going to
have to delve into that cobweb.

Speaking of great friends and global warm-
ing, Rod and Liz Beckwith hosted a group of
Delta Upsilon brothers at their Charlottesville
home in early May. Tony, MBA ’58, and Gail
Lautzenheiser Cashen, Ann and Pete Blauvelt,
Dominick and Debra Pasquale, and Tom Keating
were there, along with your correspondent, sans
wife, who was suffering through two weeks in
Italy. All the stories were true, and the only thing
better than the food and drink was the company.
We toured Monticello one day, and I am delight-
ed to report that no one showed up late for
cocktails. John Seiler, suitcase2@aol.com.c

If you’re interested, send an e-mail to Judy at
judyrlevy@aol.com. She was on campus in June
for the Law School reunion along with Ellie
Meaker Kraft, LLB ’60, Sheldon Halpern, LLB ’59,
and Manny Gold, LLB ’59.

Ralph ’56 and Gwen DeFiore Schamel (Salt
Lake City, UT) work after hours as chicken and
rabbit “farmers.” Gwen, a retired teacher, has a
day job as a musician. Kevin and Betty Ann Rice
Keane were feted by their children and grand-
children at a 50th wedding anniversary celebra-
tion this summer at a grand old hotel, the
Otesaga in Cooperstown, NY.

The annual CACO meeting is planned for
Washington, DC, in 2010, so for anyone who will
be in the area in late January, you might think
about attending a class dinner that Betty Starr
King will organize. More details in an upcoming
issue or through the class newsletter. Also, News
and Dues forms should be coming your way soon.
As always, I’m hoping you’ll take time to jot
down what’s been going on in your life this
year—trips? anniversaries? hip replacements?
any grandchildren entering Cornell? Judith
Reusswig, 19 Seburn Dr., Bluffton, SC 29909; e-
mail, JCReuss@aol.com.
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great sadness that I report the death of my for-
mer roommate, Sara “Sally” Simmons Quartararo
in October 2008. She was a wonderful, fun-loving
girl and died too soon.

That’s all the news I have, so look for the
annual class mailing this fall and send us some!
On a personal note, Chuck ’58, MBA ’59, and I
are thrilled to have a third-generation Cornellian
in the family. Our grandson Shane Jarvie will en-
ter the Engineering college this fall. His Dad is
Doug Jarvie ’81, MBA ‘83. Jan Arps Jarvie,
jjarvie@sbcglobal.net; Dick Haggard, dhaggard@
voicenet.com.

c

The fall semester has started for the Class of
2013 and among the entering freshmen is Court-
ney Stevenson, a fourth-generation Cornellian in
our family. Her mother is Karen Reusswig Steven-
son ’82, her grandparents are Ted ’55, ME ’56,
and Joan Jeremiah Reusswig, and her great-
grandfather (my dad) is Theodore, a 1926 grad-
uate. Courtney joins a long list of those with
generational links to Cornell, many of them the
children and grandchildren of our classmates.

Save Saturday, November 28, for a big event
in New York City. Cornell plays Boston U. in ice
hockey at Madison Square Garden. Judy Richter
Levy, LLB ’59, is planning a Class of ’57 dinner
before the game at NILES, a restaurant across the
street from the Garden. Judy writes: “We will have
our own private room. It will be Dutch treat, and
the room holds 18 people so it should be a good
way to converse and catch up with each other.”

58 As Dick Haggard, PhD ’65, re-
ported in the previous column,
our class officers met in Phila-

delphia in February during CACO Mid-Winter Meet-
ing. Here are a few excerpts from the minutes of
that meeting (I was not in attendance). Current-
ly, our class has approximately 1,200 living mem-
bers; included in that number are 150 incorrect
addresses, as noted from the returned mail from
reunion mailings. Chuck Hunt has relinquished his
job as the class webmaster, and we now have
back our original manager of the website, Nancie
Clark, wife of Fred Clark. She, as always, will do
a great job! Michael Griffinger writes that 16
members of the ZBT pledge class of fall 1954 got
together for a mini-reunion in Chicago in May. A
special guest was Kelly Marx ’55. Lots of good
catching up and reminiscing!

Bob Hendricks, PhD ’64, still works full-time
and has a great deal of fun. He is a professor of
materials science and engineering and a professor
of electrical and computer engineering (joint ap-
pointment) at Virginia Tech and travels extensively
abroad. His fondest recent memory of Cornell is
the convocation in remembrance of the fallen and
injured at Virginia Tech, a day he will never for-
get as he had ties to some of the students killed.
“That Cornell had such a service means a great
deal to all of us at VT. Thank you!” Eugene Ce-
glowski, DVM ’67, is a large-animal veterinarian
at his mixed animal clinic in Rupert, VT. His son
Bob ’03, DVM ’06, joined the practice in 2006.
Recently Eugene has been covering emergency
farm calls. He also enjoys being a driver for grand-
kids going to lessons, practices, etc.

Judith Welling Baker spends three or four
months outside of New York with mostly foreign
travel and a few family visits within the US. Anne
Gaffey Coyne is a full-time professor of social
work at the U. of Nebraska. She also enjoys pho-
tography and knitting (went to a stitches con-
vention in Baltimore). She spent three months in
Nicaragua helping a group start a preschool for
profoundly deaf children. Dale Reis Johnson and
husband Dick ’57, BEE ’59, visited John Boden-
mann and wife Tracy in Chicago after Dick’s 50th.
They had a great week in London too! It is with

59 Great! Stupendous! Fabulous!
The superlatives never stopped
during Reunion Weekend, smiles

and laughter were plentiful, the sun shone, and
the campus looked fabulous—as did we. Folks
began checking in on Thursday afternoon, frus-
trating class clerks whose efforts to keep things
flowing smoothly were disrupted by ’59ers eager
to hug and chat. Forget about moving the cars
and luggage: greeting a former corridor-mate or
fraternity brother took priority.

If you’ve been following the tweets on our
website you know that we made history during
the weekend. We had some 380 ’59ers at Reunion;
with spouses, kids, and significant others, our
total swelled to around 600! Not only did we set
a record for most classmates at a 50th Reunion,
we became the first class in Cornell’s history to
simultaneously hold the records for most class-
mates at both the 25th and 50th Reunions. (It’ll
be at least 26 years before someone can break
this record!) Another stupendous achievement:
at the gala dinner on Saturday evening Barbara
Hirsch Kaplan presented President David Skorton
with a check for more than $63 million. This gift
from our class accounted for more than half the
total amount raised by reuning classes.

Lots of coincidences, surprise encounters,
joyful reminiscing. Both of our Susan Cohens
were in attendance—Susan Cohen Pel Or trav-
eled from Israel; Susan Cohen Lubick left Re-
union to fly to Israel for a bar mitzvah. Carole
Parnes and Harry Petchesky discovered that
they may be related. Folks who have known each
other since kindergarten—Alan Newhouse and
Sally Schwartz Muzii, Maxine Hollander Bittker,
and Harold Samloff—met yet again. A highlight
event took place on Friday morning, after many
’59ers had taken tours of the Plantations or Orni-
thology Lab. The revival of Romp ’n Stomp (aka
English 355-356) at Bailey Hall was attended by
more than 900 people. Each year during the
1950s that Prof. Harold Thompson taught the
class he had a student instructor who partici-
pated in the musical portion of the class. Three
of these instructors participated in the revival:
Ellen Stekert ’57, Joel Hendler ’58, and Peter
Yarrow, the last student instructor in the course,
as Thompson retired in 1959. They led us in vers-
es familiar and new, and Peter spoke eloquently
about Operation Respect, his project designed to
promote civility and conflict resolution among
children. Stan Lomax, JD ’62, spoke of Thomp-
son and other great professors of our days on the
Hill—and he and Harry Petchesky recalled the in-
terviews Thompson conducted before accepting
students for the class. BTW: This was Peter’s first
reunion, as it was for Harry Stern, Terry Wilson,
DVM ‘67, Charles Kalish, and some three dozen
others. Plan for the 55th, guys! 
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The annual Olin Lecture on Friday afternoon
was a dialogue between Ratan Tata, BArch ’62,
and President Skorton on corporate social respon-
sibility in the 21st century. The Tata Group’s many
philanthropic trusts make it the largest grant-
making organization in India, with aid to such
areas as agriculture, water conservation, literacy,
and education. This year, the Tata Education and
Development Trust committed $50 million to Cor-
nell to establish the Tata Scholarship Fund for Stu-
dents from India and the Tata-Cornell Initiative in
Agriculture and Nutrition. Tata also spoke in Sibley
Hall about Tata Motors’ new $2,500 Nano minicar
and its potential impact on Indian society. Satur-
day morning found a large group of ’59ers at the
Johnson Museum of Art to view an exhibition of
contemporary art from the collection of Guy and
Nora Smokler Barron. The exhibition included
works by Andy Warhol, Malcolm Morley, Jasper
Johns, Roy Lichtenstein, Cy Twombly, and many
others. Since the 1990s the Barrons have collab-
orated with a number of well-known artists to
produce limited-edition holograms; a group of
four self-portrait holograms by Chuck Close were
displayed. The most recent work in the exhibition
was one of Jane Hammond’s rebus paintings,
which the Barrons donated to the museum.

Seen ’round campus: Ellie Applewhaite and
Alan Schechter at the late Friday afternoon re-
ception and tours of Weill Hall, the new research
facility—a keystone of Cornell’s new Life Sciences
Initiative—designed by Richard Meier ’56, BArch
’57. Linda Rogers Cohen was at the Saturn lec-
ture in the Space Sciences Building, together with
her daughter and son-in-law, both class of ’89, and
their grinning, Cheerio-gobbling son Timothy, 6
months. Andrew Jamison and his brother Alan ’49
watched a documentary on Ratan Tata at the
Statler. Seth Newberger and Lenny Rubin chat-
ted with a gardener at the Plantations. Svein
“Dick” Arber discussed Hemingway with jazz singer
Barbara Rosene, who performed in our class tent
on Saturday evening. John Webster and Ron De-
mer lounged in the Goldwin Smith portico for the
Alumni-Senior Sing. Chuck Brown, Phil McCarthy,
JD ’65, Harry Kaiser, ME ’65, Carl Hedden, and
Bill Kingston stroked on Lake Cayuga. Ron Muzii
got in two hits in the alumni baseball game and
won the Bill Totten Colorful Player Award.

That’s it for this column, but I’ll have more
on Reunion in the next issue. Even better: a DVD
has been made of Reunion highlights. Details will
be available on the class website. Jenny Tesar,
97A Chestnut Hill Village, Bethel, CT 06801; tel.,
(203) 792-8237; e-mail, jet24@cornell.edu.

c

Force officers—about 400 in all. Emil seeks vol-
unteers to make contact with individuals and
encourage them to attend reunion. Get in touch
with him if you can make a few phone calls or
send some e-mails to former ROTC members. And
don’t forget to contact Alan and Elinor Ross
Garfinkel (amgengr@aol.com or elg222@aol.
com) to help out with their planning for affinity
groups, which will be an important part of our
pre-reunion efforts. Keep logging on to our
reunion website—www.Cornell60.org—for other
details, and take note of the link to the “Class
Blog,” where you can make comments, ask ques-
tions, and see classmates’ responses. Also remem-
ber to fill out and return your News and Dues
form, which should be arriving about now.

Along with all her Cornell activities, class
president Sue Phelps Day, MEd ’62, managed to
plan and carry out a cross-country move in late
June. After 24 years of living in Avon, CT, Sue and
Bill ’59 sold their house and began the process
of relocating to Kensington, CA, to live just a few
blocks from daughter Carolyn ’89 and her family.
They traveled to California via Alabama in order to
visit Bill’s mother, then came east at the end of
the summer to their place in Cape May, NJ, with
the intention of attending both Reunion Planning
Weekend and the University Council. They plan to
drive to their son’s home in Wisconsin for Thanks-
giving, then will continue by car to California to
fully settle into their new digs, which will have
been renovated during their East Coast odyssey.
Friends recommend that the Days rest up a bit
before heading east again to Ithaca in June! Mar-
garet Osmer-McQuade was spotted on the tennis
court in Kiawah Island, SC, in late April, marking
a triumphant return to athletic activity after a
knee replacement in the fall of 2008 and a chal-
lenging recuperation. She was cheered on by sev-
eral classmates, as well as her husband Larry.
Some of the assembled were intermittently on the
other side of the net trying to dodge her strong
ground strokes, including Dave and Michaelin
Reamy Watts, who drove to Kiawah from their
place on St. George’s Island, FL; Gretchen Zahm
Babarovic, now enjoying the country life in
Sharon, CT; Jim, MBA ’63, and Becky Quinn Mor-
gan of Los Altos Hills, CA; and Dan ’58 and Bar-
bara Cyrus Martin of Hartsdale, NY.

Barbara Anderson Everett writes from Col-
orado, “We are LOVING Fort Collins. Come and see
for yourselves. It’s not called the Number One Place
to Live in the US by Money Magazine for nothing.
We have mountains, sunshine 300 days per year,
clear blue skies, great vistas, a delightful ‘Old Town,’
and a wide array of cultural activities.” Barbara and
John’s children and grandchildren have visited
from Maryland and California, along with many old
friends. Says Barbara, “We have lots of room and
we love to share this place!” David Zornow retired
from the surgical portion of his medical responsi-
bilities, but still spends two days a week in the
office about 30 weeks a year. Dave and Iva trav-
eled to China, which he describes as “a wonder-
ful experience,” and says, “We also spend three
months a year at our home in Fripp Island, SC,
but Albany is still home, as that is where the
grandchildren are.” Alan Fishman, BArch ’61, is
also officially retired, but working as a consultant
at an architecture firm in Palm Beach Gardens, FL.
Alan says it’s “practically full-time, but I’m loving
it and getting to travel whenever I want. Since
2005 my wife and I have been to Central Europe,
New Zealand and Australia, Italy, and Israel.” The
Fishmans have sons Schuyler ’89, living in the

mountains of Colorado, and Chuck, who lives and
works in San Francisco.

Rita Schwartz Brody (Arlington, VT) writes,
“I’m still actively selling real estate (lots of va-
cation and historic properties) in and around
Manchester and the ski areas of Stratton and
Bromley. This is a beautiful and popular area for
retirees because of the golf and fishing available
after ski season is over.” She went on a trip
through southern Utah in the spring of 2008 that
she says was “absolutely awesome” and saw Pe-
ter Yarrow ’59 at a bookstore event in the fall,
where “he spoke poignantly about the March on
Washington and Michael Schwerner ’61 and An-
drew Goodman.” Send news directly to: Judy
Bryant Wittenberg, 146 Allerton Rd., Newton, MA
02461; e-mail, jw275@cornell.edu.

c

60 Updates on our 50th Reunion,
on the calendar for June 10-13,
show that many details have

already been finalized and work on many other
aspects is progressing nicely. Alan Siegel has cre-
ated a handsome Class of ’60 logo for the event,
Susan Glowacki Luccini, Gail Taylor Hodges, and
Carrie Warnow Makover are compiling a remem-
brance book, and Dick Penny and Phyllis Pugatch
Schecter are moving ahead on putting together a
new class directory. Several class officers attended
the Class of ’59 Reunion in June and had a chance
to go over housing and other details with the
staff at Cornell, even as they surreptitiously took
note of the various good ideas being implemented
by our predecessors. Meantime, Emil Cipolla, MBA
’63 (etc731@optonline.net; (845) 485-1582) has
compiled a list of 1960 ROTC Army, Navy, and Air

61 Your correspondent writes: Through
coincidence and chance, we had a
surprise lunch in Savannah this

February with Arthur Tasker and wife Lucia. Arthur
and I go back to U-Hall 3 and then fraternity
days. The outgrowth of our visit was an offer to
house-sit their Queens apartment while they
spent the month in Italy. With our recently mar-
ried daughter residing in Manhattan, how could
we say no? We enjoyed a crisp week in March—
with Broadway only 30 minutes away on the E
train. I hadn’t commuted to Manhattan in 30
years. At that time it was from Short Hills, NJ.
The memories? Some are not-so-priceless of the
PATH tubes and the Erie Lackawanna. 

A note from Ron Demer ’59: Ron is president
of the Q&D Alumni Association and sent along
information about Joe Fenton, who spoke to the
Quill & Dagger undergrads and alumni board in
March. “Sudharman (formerly J. Joseph Fenton)
is the director of the Integral Yoga Center in New
Berlin. A varsity football player as a student,
Sudharman was also Interfraternity Council treas-
urer, Aleph Semach treasurer, and a member of
Sigma Phi. His career includes a stint as a US
Naval officer with the precursor of the Navy Seals
and the management of a semi-professional foot-
ball team in Hartford, CT. He studied yoga under
Swami Satchidananda of the Satchidananda
Ashram and has taught for over 30 years.”
Thanks, Ron, for this interesting update.

Ruth Schimel is writing a series of books,
Becoming Courageous, based on her dissertation,
experience, and continuing work as a career and
life management consultant. Ruth is happy to
share her writing on professional and personal de-
velopment, including pithy guides. She is also the
founder and manager of the Schimel Lode, named
for her parents; its new mission is to encourage
innovation and collaboration for the public good
in the D.C. area (www.ruthschimel.com and www.
TheSchimelLode.net). Al Bruce sent a lengthy e-
mail update (which he admits took a year to pre-
pare, with a bit of procrastination). “Noreen (UC
Sacramento ’68) and I retired to New York’s
Southern Tier. We have undertaken the renovation
of an 1860 home in Canisteo. Every cliché about
old home repair estimates is true: double each of
them because the surprises in a 150-year-old
three-story house are always more than anyone
can predict. We are starting to see, however, that
the completed home will be worth the sweat and
equity. I’m working on a second novel about our
innkeeping experience in Vermont during the ’80s.
The agent for the first venture seems optimistic,
but admits publishing is a slow business. A précis
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of the story is available at www.freewebs.com/
thelongwayhomebyalbruce.” Al continues, “Finally,
thanks to our intrepid class correspondents for
your volunteer efforts attempting to wrangle those
of us who trod the Hill close to 50 years ago. My
tenures as president of the Capital District, NY,
Men’s Club and the Cornell Club of Central Caroli-
na (motto: “Where the ivy meets the kudzu”) made
me appreciate the importance and difficulty of
working with Cornellians. Give my regards to Davy.”

Also, a brief note from Anne Lasher Mihal-
isin. “Not too much really exciting news, except
that I got married on Sept. 30, 2008. (Ed. note:
This is exciting!) I think the third time will be the
charm. I am thoroughly enjoying my home on the
Pacific coast with my four black Labs, which make
me walk two hours every day. I hope that anyone
visiting the West Coast would give me a call. I am
two hours from Seattle, in Westport.” Gerrit White
sends along the following: “We’re enjoying retire-
ment, golf, extensive traveling, and our four grand-
children. I am still doing a little real estate
consulting work without the commute into Wall
Street. This year Elizabeth and I had more ad-
venturous travels, with a sea kayaking and snor-
keling trip to Palau, Micronesia, skiing last winter
at several Lake Tahoe resorts, cruising the Dalma-
tian coast, and visiting the
countries that used to make
up Yugoslavia. We will go
to the Galapagos Islands
this December.” With the
pace that Gerrit describes,
he and Elizabeth must also
enjoy excellent health.

Following graduation,
Alan Dybvig and I spent
most of our adult careers
at IBM. Although we never
worked near each other, oc-
casionally our paths would
intersect in a long corridor
in dreaded headquarters.
That was then. Now Alan
writes, “Some ‘comings and
goings,’ per your request. I retired from IBM in
1996 after 32-plus years and spent the next five
years with a Warburg-Pincus supply chain startup,
SynQuest. It went belly up in the dot.com implo-
sion, but not before an idea germinated for a new
product. Seven years of due diligence later, it just
birthed. Try http://dybvig.com/. Now, it is the
marketplace’s turn. My bride, Katherine (McGav-
ern) (Annie McGavern Heasley, a DG and Class of
’63, was her older sister) is president of the board
of the Princeton Public Library and has an adult
ADHD coaching business. We have sons Ned, 31,
Tim, 28, and James, 20, and we all love to ski.”

Finally, send us an e-mail or drop us a note,
but stay in touch. Your classmates want to hear
from you. Doug Fuss, 5 Pineside Lane, Sa-
vannah, GA 31411; e-mail, dougout@attglobal.
net; Joanna McCully, 1607 Hilton Head Blvd.,
Lady Lake, FL 32159; e-mail, joannacelticlady@
aol.com.

c

authority. Husband Tom, PhD ’66, has just agreed
to be department chair for two years, so I think
we will both keep working until 2011 or 2012.
But actually, I am not sure what I would rather
do, and it seems silly to retire if one has no plans
for what to do with all that time.” Their older
daughter, Daisy, is a reference librarian at the U.
of Vermont. Younger daughter Sarah, PhD ’01,
and her husband, Rick Ruth, PhD ’06, live in
Annapolis, where he is on the faculty at the Naval
Academy. “They had their first child and our first
grandchild on New Year’s Eve. Lucy (Lucia Annun-
ziata, after her dad’s grandmother) is a delightful
little person—very amiable and easygoing. This
summer Tom and I are planning to spend a lot of
time visiting our daughters, and getting them to
visit us. We have been doing family vacations in
Rome because I did a study abroad program for
HDFS majors there. This is the first year that we
are not going at all—my colleagues have taken
over the program, which is wonderful as it means
it can continue without me. We are figuring out
how to do the family vacation here. Current plan
is to spend some time, all of us, in Vermont.”

Jeff Burnam (Burnamj@georgetown.edu) re-
tired from the federal government and enjoys his
recent appointment as a visiting professor of gov-

ernment at Georgetown
U. Jeff teaches under-
graduate and graduate
seminars for students
preparing for careers in
public service. “Diana
and I are immensely
enjoying our four grand-
children and their fami-
lies. We are fortunate
that they all live in the
greater D.C. area, so we
can enjoy the pleasures
of grandparenthood.”
Also in academia, David
Dameron has been
teaching ancient histo-
ry (Persian, Greek, and

Roman empires) at the Osher Lifelong Learning
Inst. at UNLV in Henderson, NV. David traveled
to Russia and the Ukraine.

Betty Lefkowitz Moore (State College, PA;
blm1@psu.edu) leads a busy life. She and John
travel and attend to five grandchildren. In addi-
tion, Betty volunteers at the local hospital, serves
as Hadassah president, and gardens. Volunteering
is also a focus for Faith Miller Roelofs (Prescott,
AZ; faithvmr@msn.com), who is active with High-
lands Center for Natural History, Phoenix Sympho-
ny, and Unity Church, and as a Master Gardener.
Faith and her husband, Charles Dann ’61, MEd
’64, recently welcomed two new grandchildren. In-
ternal medicine is the specialty of William Appel-
baum (wappelbaum@aol.com). He and Francine
enjoy traveling and call both Chicago and North
Brook, FL, home. Check out www.farnsleyart.com
to view the work of professional artist Ann Farns-
ley (afarnsley@yahoo.com). In addition to teach-
ing children’s art classes, Ann enjoys genealogy,
yoga, gardening, and alternative healing from her
Vevay, IN, home.

Retirement suits Nancy and Bruce Steele,
MBA ’62 (brnsteele@aol.com), who summer in
Sandwich, MA, and winter in Marco Island, FL,
where Bruce plays senior softball. “Jogging at
geriatric speed, bicycling faster, tennis, hiking,
volleyball, swimming, and traveling” occupy Eric
Walther when he’s not principal scientist at Sierra

Research in Sacramento, CA (eric_walther@yahoo.
com). The company provides air quality science
and engineering for industrial clients. Judith
Mushabac Layzer (NYC; jlayser@msn.com) reports
that she has won a complaint against Medicare,
which had denied her coverage for cancer med-
ication. She was assisted by Medicare Rights Cen-
ter, a national nonprofit agency. Janie and John
Curtis, MS ’65 (johnandjanie@att.net) do a lot
of chasing: rabbits from their garden and golf
balls back to the fairway. John is a civil engineer
in Heath, TX, where he is active on community
boards and in many organizations. The Curtises
enjoyed a trip to Israel and Egypt, including sail-
ing a felucca on the Nile. John’s looking to re-
connect with Jim Sweeny, JD ’67, Don Vitters,
BArch ’68, and Doug Fowler, PhD ’72.

Did you know that Donald Reed of Reed’s
Seeds in Cortland is a cabbage seed specialist?
Donald (reeder1@twcny.rr.com) also plays golf, is
president of the board of Dryden Mutual Insurance
Co., and serves on the boards of the Cortland
Community Foundation and the Community Ser-
vice Club. David Shearing (Perry, NY; dshearing@
rochester.rr.com) is crop advisor for Western NY
Crop Management Assn. and an active communi-
ty volunteer. Look for award-winning Old Chatham
Sheepherding Co. cheeses now available nation-
wide. Tom ’63, MBA ’64, and Nancy Williams
Clark, MEd ’64, also offer four varieties of yogurt.
“Our products are all natural and have higher pro-
tein and other nutrients than cow’s milk. We use
no fillers and have lots of probiotics.” Their logo
is a black sheep on a bright green background.
Nancy is working toward a one-man watercolor
art show to be held in October at the Country
Store in Old Chatham. The Clarks’ children are all
on the East Coast: Gregory ’88 is in Salisbury,
NC; Meredith Clark Shachoy ’91 is in Cambridge,
MA; and Josh ’96, JD ’00, and Megan Clark
Eisenberg ’97 are in NYC.

Among those being sought by classmates re-
turning the dues forms are Dania Moss, Myra
Hoffenberg Strober, Marge Farkas Rossi, Steve
Ettinger, DVM ’64, Ira Nelken, Jane Gribbin An-
drews, and Alaire Sedgwick Beeby. If you see
this request, please check in! Jan McClayton
Crites, jmc50@cornell.edu.

c

62 A note from freshman corridor-
mate Margaret Sandelin Ben-
son, MS ’66 (enz@psu.edu)

brought a welcome update. She is a faculty mem-
ber in human development and family studies at
Penn State, Altoona and is coordinator of the
major in that department, “a job with some of
the duties of a department head, but none of the

‘Every cliché
about old
home repair
estimates 
is true.’Al Bruce ’61

63 Warren Icke ’62 and I had a
nice visit in Tucson from Ran-
som ’62 and Carlotta Fink

Shaw. They live in Waltham, MA, and were out
here on a birding trip. They spent two weeks camp-
ing and driving around southern Arizona catching
glimpses of the birds that are so prevalent here
during the winter and spring. Randy and Carlotta
have three children and three grandchildren, all of
whom try to have time to enjoy their Lake Cham-
plain summer getaway. In the spring edition of the
College of Human Ecology Link, there was an arti-
cle about Edith Lederer. Edith has been the Asso-
ciated Press’s chief correspondent at the United
Nations since 1998 and has received the Int’l
Women’s Media Foundation Lifetime Achievement
Award. “The award recognizes a woman journalist
with a pioneering spirit whose determination has
paved the way for women in the media.” During
her more than 40 years with the AP, she has
worked on every continent except Antarctica, was
“the first female resident correspondent in Vietnam
in 1992,” “the first woman to head an AP foreign
bureau, . . . and the first journalist to file the bul-
letin announcing the start of the first Gulf War.”
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Gary and Patricia Smith live in Batavia, NY,
with six of their 12 children. Gary still works as a
physician and is president of the Genesee County
Medical Society. He likes to play golf and sing in
the Genesee Chorale, and coaches sports for some
of his children. Daughter Gretel, 42, husband Paul,
and son Henry, live in Brooklyn. Gretel teaches art
and English, plays French horn in a community or-
chestra, and is working toward a PhD at Columbia.
Son Drummond, 38, works as an attorney on Long
Island. Bretton, 27, finished his master’s in in-
terdisciplinary science. Brittany, 25, has a BA from
Christendom College and was married in August.
Daniel, 23, is in a master’s program in economics
at the university in Buffalo, NY. He starts law
school at St. Mary’s in San Antonio, TX, following
his June wedding. Rebecca, 19, will transfer to
Canisius College in Buffalo after finishing two
years at Genesee Community College in Batavia.
Charles, 17, is home-schooled and is a junior. He
plays piano and cello and is principal cellist in the
Greater Buffalo Youth Orchestra. They performed
two concerts in Baltimore last spring. Matthew, 14,
is a soccer and hockey player, but will concen-
trate on golf this summer. William, 13, plays soc-
cer, hockey, and youth football and may have
tried golf this past summer. Michael, 10, plays the
same sports as William. Margaret, 7, made the
travel hockey team and plays soccer and softball.
She also plays the piano, as do the others. Baby
Lillian, 2, likes to watch movies and sing.

Mardee Greenfield Jenrette (St. Augustine,
FL) purchased and donated a sculpture to the City
of St. Augustine. The sculpture is by Medal of Arts
recipient Frederick Hart, and is the first donation
of public art accepted by the city in modern times.
It is installed in the courtyard of the Lightner Mu-
seum. Mardee’s daughter, Coral (Carleton ‘98), is
married and lives in Los Angeles. Carolyn “Penny”
Handler Miller and husband Terry Borst split their
time between Los Angeles and Santa Fe, NM,
where they spend about three-quarters of the year.
The second edition of her book Digital Storytelling:
A Creator’s Guide to Interactive Entertainment was
published by Focal Press. Bill Richardson, gover-
nor of New Mexico, has appointed Carolyn to his
Council of Film and Media Industries. She also
teaches courses in interactive narrative and video
game development at the U. of New Mexico. Car-
olyn has a website: www.carolynmiller.com.

Madeleine Leston Meehan writes that she is
single again, seeking travel buddies to explore and
enjoy cultural meccas. She still divides her time
between eastern Long Island and the Caribbean
and still paints and exhibits her work. She went
on a cruise where she visited other Caribbean is-
lands, but feels there is nothing like her retreat on
Magens Bay in the US Virgin Islands. Richard Mc-
Kee and his partner, Mustafa Musteli, are frequent
visitors, trying to convince Madeleine to become
computer savvy. Art Resnikoff and wife Mary Ann
live in San Francisco. He still loves his fourth it-
eration, as a psychologist engaged in leadership
development. Fifteen days in Japan was a real

education for Art and Mary Ann. He states, “I
have never met a sake I didn’t like.” Frederic and
Francine Nisenholz (River Edge, NY) are grand-
parents of Max Kirchen, 2. Frederic is a veterinar-
ian and likes to fish, take photographs, and show
his Appaloosa and quarter horse in Western Plea-
sure and Reining. That’s all for this month. Don’t
forget to e-mail me your news! Nancy Bierds
Icke 12350 E. Roger Rd., Tucson, AZ 85749; e-
mail, icke63@gmail.com.
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her husband, Mickey ’62, whom she did not know
while at Cornell. Sandy also had a career as an ed-
ucational writer/editor for the likes of Farrar
Strauss and Giroux, Random House, and Simon and
Schuster. Cathy Shull McCalmon, here with news
for the first time in 14 years, is retired from her
position as VP for corporations and foundations for
the U. of Colorado Foundation. Cathy began her
career there in 1980 as a proposal writer, and in
retirement tutors I Have A Dream high school stu-
dents. Husband Byron ’62, MEd ’70, is retired from
U. of Colorado itself, where he was an associate
vice chancellor. The McCalmons enjoy hiking, gar-
dening, reading, golf, skiing, working out, and
travel, lately to the Galápagos Islands and Machu
Picchu, and previously to such as England, New
England, Tanzania, Italy, and Kenya. The McCal-
mons also travel often to the San Francisco area
to see their grown son and daughter and their
two young grandchildren, born a month apart.

Kenneth Abel, who went on to get a master’s
in chemical engineering at Purdue, worked in his
major field for just three years, as a research en-
gineer for Alcoa, then quit and went into sales for
himself, which he’s been doing ever since. He says
that he’s written several books (no other details),
and sells specialty products such as playing cards.
For inspiration, he keeps a color image of Cornell’s
landmark buildings and scenery posted on his
home office wall in Carnegie, PA. Musician and en-
trepreneur Tom Sturdevant (Nashville, TN) writes
that he’s finally recorded his first CD. It’s entitled
“Make It Love” and includes 16 original tunes. The
CD is actually the second featuring Tom’s work; in
2007, jazz singer Annie Sellick released an entire
CD of his compositions, “Annie and the Hot Club
Play the Songs of Tom Sturdevant.” Tom and Ms.
Sellick appeared together at Montreal’s Jazz Festi-
val last summer, and he also does house concerts.

That’s it for this issue. Please be sure to re-
spond to our annual appeal for class dues, visit
our class website (http://classof64.alumni.cornell.
edu), and send me news at home or online at:
blamont64@comcast.net. Bev Johns Lamont,
720 Chestnut St., Deerfield, IL 60015.
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64 A college class’s 45th Reunion
isn’t supposed to be anything
special, just a ho-hum get-

together before the golden anniversary biggie, the
50th. Well, our 45th was no sleepy-eyed event. It
was a wake-up call! One of the best reunions we’ve
had—and I’ve been to every one, so should know.
Nearly 200 classmates and partners showed up for
all or part of the four-day weekend, and almost
everything turned out just right: the weather
(sunny, warm days, comfortably cool nights), the
programs and lectures, the food and drink, the
camaraderie . . . The only “downer” was a power
blackout (never explained) in our dorm area after
dinner Saturday night, which meant cancellation
of our class tent’s music and dance—but never
interrupted the fellowship. Altogether, if our 45th
is an indication, our 50th might just well be the
biggest and best reunion Cornell will ever witness.

The event, of course, heralded a new slate of
class officers: president Susan Mair Holden; vice
presidents Marcia Goldschlager Epstein and
Michael Newman, ME ’66; associate VP-JFK Award
Cynthia Wolloch; associate VP-newsletter Bever-
ly Feinberg-Moss; webmaster Bruce Wagner, ME
’66; secretary Barbara Furman Attardi; treasurer
Barbara Lutz Brim; class correspondent, yours
truly; 50th Reunion chairs Linda Cohen Meltzer,
Bruce Wagner, and Joan Melville; and president
emeritus Janet Spencer King.

On to classmate news, beginning with one
who is making his first appearance in this col-
umn: Stephen Druck, who lives in Moshav
Sitriyya, Israel, writes that he has retired from a
37-year career with the Weizmann Inst. of Sci-
ence. Stephen seeks the whereabouts of his fresh-
man roommate John Lakey; if anyone knows his
whereabouts, kindly contact me and I’ll send the
info on to Stephen.

Sandra Friedman Alpert, last here 23 years
ago, divides her time between Washington, DC, her
official home, and NYC, but lately can be found
mostly in the Big Apple caring for her 91-year-old
mother, Annette Sacks Friedman ’37, who is bat-
tling breast cancer. Annette is a renowned sculp-
tor, with editions of bronze, aluminum, and marble
in national and international collections, includ-
ing “Family Commitment,” in Cornell’s Johnson
Museum. For her part, Sandy for years ran a ten-
nis travel club, “The Love Set,” which took ranked
players to compete in tourneys in the US and
abroad. During this period, she met and married

‘My wife’s class introduced me to the
delights of Dinosaur Bar-B-Que.’Richard B. Hoffman ’67

65 I returned home to write this
column after a brief visit to the
Class of ’64 Reunion to see some

old friends from that class. They were all having
a great time and it turned my thoughts to our
upcoming reunion next June. Hopefully many of
you will attend. Ithaca is gorgeous in June, and I
know we will have some wonderful things planned.

Ron Harris still works for ASG Renaissance as
a consultant, after retiring from Ford at the end
of 1999. In family news, it was a busy three-and-
a-half months (December to February) for Ron
and wife Marcia. As reported earlier, daughter
Elana and her husband, Jonathan Schanzer, had
triplets on Dec. 19, 2008. By mid-February David,
Allison, and Zachery were home in Bethesda, MD.
Not to be totally outdone by his sister, their son
Andrew ’98 (ILR) and his wife Tracie had their
first child on April 4 in Chicago—Noah Samuel.
This past winter and spring, the senior Harrises,
especially Marcia, have been running from Flori-
da and the Detroit area to Bethesda and Chicago.
Their principal residence remains in West Bloom-
field, MI. During the winter Marcia and Ron (part-
time) are in Lake Worth, FL.

Deborah Dash Winn writes that she and her
husband have lived in Manhattan for more than
five years. Her son and daughter and their spouses,
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each with two children, live very close by. Debo-
rah spends as much time as she can with her
grandkids. Daughter Allison Winn Scotch is a
writer whose second novel, Time of My Life, came
out in October and made the New York Times best-
seller list. From Washington, DC, comes news from
Robert Leshner, MD ’69. He is still an active cli-
nician (pediatric neurologist) and translational re-
searcher in neuromuscular diseases. Son David is
an assistant US attorney in San Diego, daughter
Elizabeth is mother of three of their five grand-
children, and son TW is an actor/screenwriter and
short-order cook. Daughters Shannon and Colleen
are grad students. Judy Alpern Intraub writes
that she and her husband are happily retired—
Florida for the winter and Vermont in the sum-
mer. They love to walk, birdwatch, swim, kayak,
and visit with friends and family. Her daughter
Sandi has one more year in rabbinical school, and
son Daniel works and lives in Queens, NY. She
went to a Cornell work day at the Palm Beach
Zoo, which she said was lots of fun.

Robert Becker (St. Louis, MO) still works half-
time and is busy with grandkids and travel. Last
month I ran into Dan Fleysher ’64, BEE ’65, MEE
’66, who told me that he is on a committee of
alumni from the Beta Chapter of Sigma Alpha Mu
who are organizing the 100th anniversary of the
fraternity at Cornell in 2011. He is currently trying
to locate members. Any SAMMY Betas who are in-
terested in details can contact the chairman of the
committee, Jerry Budgar ’68, at gbudgar@rcn.com.
Karen Klausner Simon (Plantation, FL) reports that
instead of retiring she went back to work. Several
years ago she became a project editor for a text-
book publishing company. The books are mostly for
graduate courses. One of her authors is at Cornell.
Her company is owned by a British company, In-
forma USA, and the authors are all over the world.
Another Rochesterian, Henra Solomon Briskin,
writes that she has retired after 20 years at Strong
Memorial Hospital as a psychiatric social worker.
She is taking classes, visiting children and grand-
children, and traveling. She has three grandchil-
dren. Her son Seth Briskin ’91 is a labor lawyer in
Cleveland, and son Craig Briskin (Harvard ’94) is a
lawyer in Washington, DC, specializing in litigation.

Susan Bourque, PhD ’71 (Northampton, MA)
is finishing her term as provost and dean of the
faculty at Smith College. She will return to her
faculty position as the Esther B. Wiley Professor
of Government. Retired classmate Howard Alex,
ME ’66 (Marlboro, NJ) writes that he is very in-
terested in computer technology and is trying to
keep his skills up to date. Elliot Polland (Great
Neck, NY) is a partner in a midtown law firm. He
hopes to attend the 45th Reunion next spring.
From Houston, TX, Michael Gibson, ME ’66, writes
that he is a consulting engineer in process re-
search and development. He has made several vis-
its back to the Chemical Engineering school to
review and advise graduating students’ presenta-
tions on their design projects.

Keep your news coming and start thinking
about reunion next June. Terry Kohleriter
Schwartz, Terryks7@aol.com; Joan Elstein Rogow,
psurutsc@aol.com; and Ronald Harris, rsh28@
cornell.edu.
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II: More of Today’s Great Players, Matches, and Con-
troversies, was published in May 2008 and featured
on Amazon’s home page. Paul received one first
prize and two second prizes in the annual US Ten-
nis Writers Association writing contest. As a player,
he won four New England division 60 tournaments
and is ranked number 2 sectionally and number 43
nationally. Paul keeps in touch with his Cornell
tennis and squash coach Eddie Moylan.

Judith Burke Stephenson (judys_44@yahoo.
com) visited Ann Weigel in Florida, and then she
and Ann took a trip in June ’08 to St. Petersburg,
Russia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and Poland. She
also visited Linda Bernstein Miller in Orleans, MA.
Alice Katz Berglas (akb66@aol.com) was part of
the fabulous CAU tour to Turkey and Greece led by
President Emeritus Frank Rhodes and Philosophy
professor Scott MacDonald, who covered the ge-
ology and rise of religion in this region, respec-
tively. Classmates on the trip included Betsy
Bierds Schenkel, Ralph and Rhoda Janis, Doug
and Marian Wise, and others from the Sixties
classes. Alice especially enjoys her travels to
Berkeley, CA, to visit her granddaughter. While
there, she sees John, PhD ’70, and Meg Warne
Monroe, MS ’68, and Chuck and Barbara Weiss,
parents of two Cornellian daughters. Our congrat-
ulations to Alice on being one of four alumnae
elected as honorary members of Sphinx Head.

Christie Grigsby Murata, BArch ’67, retired as
preservation architect for the city of Denver, CO,
and was made an honorary Denver landmark by
the City Council. She remains an active preserva-
tionist, sitting on the board of Historic Denver
Inc. Averill, MILR ’67, and Gerri Sussman Mar-
cus (gerrimarcus@bellsouth.net) now have four
grandchildren. Their son Jeff and his wife, Niki,
have Tyler and his older brother Zachary; daugh-
ter Jen and husband Josh became parents of twins
Isabel and Jared. Hugh and Erin Fleming Starr
welcomed their third grandchild, Asher Starr.

Robb and Linda Rokeach Gordon (Robb
gordon@gmail.com) have left New York City for
Sedona, AZ. Linda has been retired from the NYC
school system for a number of years and Robb is
pursuing a career as a mortgage broker. They are
avid tournament bridge players, continuing to
play at the national and world level. They are
among the most successful players in Arizona.
They would love to hear from classmates visiting
the beautiful Sedona area. Maurice Cerulli is
now director of gastroenterology at Long Island
Jewish Medical Center. He gave the Paul Sherlock
Lecture at the annual meeting of the New York
Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy in Janu-
ary ’09. Maurice and wife Sandy celebrated their
40th wedding anniversary. Travels in 2008 in-
cluded a trip to Italy (Rome, Tuscany, Milan,
Piedmont) visiting family and friends and enjoy-
ing good food and wine, and a trip to Napa, CA,
also for the good food and wine!

Steve Scheckler, PhD ’73 (Stephen@vt.edu)
has retired as professor emeritus from Virginia
Tech. He and his wife Rebecca (Klein) ’69 have
moved to a house on the shores of Claytor Lake
in Draper, VA. It is an area that is part of the
dammed hydroelectric facility along the New Riv-
er, a National Heritage River. Steve and Rebecca
enjoy trips to Asheville, NC, and Johnson City,
TN, to visit children and grandchildren. They also
enjoy hiking their 38-acre, old-growth forest
property. Rebecca is an administrator at Radford
U. and in the past was a faculty member at sev-
eral universities studying the social interactions
of computer technologies. David ’65 and Linda

Lomazoff Roitman (lrr2@cornell.edu) have cel-
ebrated the marriage of their youngest son Ari
’98 to Rebecca Fischman. Joining the festivities
were their other sons and their families: Brian ’90
and Sonia Lees Roitman ’90 and Mitchell ’92
and Jamie, and all seven grandchildren.

Carol Farren (fmww@earthlink.net) runs an
animal shelter, Love ‘n’ Care Pet Sanctuary, in
East Durham, NY. The facility is supported by the
Albany (Capital) Region United Way Campaign.
Carol’s background is in building and facilities
management, which she still teaches. Carol, who
is president of Facility Management World Wide
Ltd., taught a course on building and facilities
management in Kuwait and also in Dubai. She
was in the Middle East for two weeks, met some
interesting people, and got a real taste of a dif-
ferent culture. Rich Turbin (richturbin@aol.com)
volunteers at Unity Preschool in Honolulu, HI. He
has also learned to surf and plays tennis. Rich’s
wife, Rai Saint Chu, is the current president of the
Hawaii State Bar Association, a post Rich held in
2005. He and Rai travel to play tennis with other
Bar Association groups, including some in Japan
and Shanghai. Their son Derek is the youngest
head coach in the NCAA, coaching the Occidental
College track team. Their daughter Laurel is a pol-
itics professor at Adelphi U. Judge Emily Hewitt
(Emily_Hewitt@ao.uscourts.gov) was named by
President Obama as chief judge of the US Court of
Federal Claims in Washington. She has served as
a judge since 1998. Her updated bio can be seen
on the court’s website, www.uscfc.uscourts.gov.
Emily and her spouse Eleanor Acheson live in D.C.

Think Reunion 2011! Plan now. Susan
Rockford Bittker, ladyscienc@aol.com; Deanne
Gebell Gitner, dgg26@cornell.edu; Pete Salinger,
pas44@cornell.edu.
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66 We work, travel, retire. Our gen-
erations grow. Sports writer Paul
Fein (lincjeff1@comcast.net)

has seen his tennis writing and playing grow in the
past year or so. His third book, Tennis Confidential

67 An update on our recent report
on Avram Chetron (Ashland,
OR; avram.chetron@gmail.com):

“Enjoying retirement and the incomparable beau-
ty of the Rogue Valley.” He advises that he has
discovered in recent times that he can “sing and
find excitement and fulfillment in vocal music,
as well as bringing a new community of friends
into my life.” He’s interested in hearing from Cor-
nell friends and invites anyone passing through
southern Oregon to look him up. Classmates con-
tinue to join fellow Cornellians on Cornell Adult
University (CAU) study tours, seminars, and cruis-
es. Last fall Arlene Blutreich Savitsky (New York
City) traveled with professor Abby Nash ’75 on
an Epicurean Burgundy jaunt.

I enjoyed stopping for lunch in Flemington,
NJ, with superior court judge Peter Buchsbaum
(Stockton, NJ; pbuchsbaum@aol.com) and then ran
into his brother Robert ’69 (Beverly, MA) on cam-
pus in mid-June at the 40th Reunion of my wife,
Eileen (Barkas) ’69. The weather that weekend
was glorious and I managed to garner a glimmer
of respect as we trudged up the Slope to a behind-
the-scenes tour of the Johnson Art Museum. 

Of course, all former denizens of the U-Halls
will no longer recognize the place, as they have all
been demolished and replaced by five modern
“houses” named after Cornell faculty greats, in-
cluding three from our era on the Hill: Nobel lau-
reate and physics professor Hans Bethe, renowned
biology professor William Keeton ’58, and ILR
professor Alice Cook, who also served as Cornell’s
first judicial administrator. The others commemo-
rate legendary historian Carl Becker and Flora Rose,
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founder of the College of Human Ecology. Having
had the chance to view all the new houses, which
come complete with dining halls, common rooms,
faculty members resident as “masters,” and (almost
all of them) air conditioning, and seeing from
some Sun reporting that today’s students find the
new houses more desirable than the old Baker
dorms, Cornell has clearly turned the corner on pro-
viding more decent housing for a large portion, if
still far from all, of the student body.

Last but hardly least, my wife’s class intro-
duced me to the delights of another recently es-
tablished New York State (Rochester, Syracuse,
and NYC) institution: Dinosaur Bar-B-Que, which
catered the class picnic. Obie’s and the Barf Bar
may be history, but New York barbecue has now
moved into the major leagues. Richard B.
Hoffman, 2925 28th St. NW, Washington, DC
20008; e-mail, rhoffman@erols.com.

c

HI, where it rains a lot and is very “green” both
in vegetation and energy supply. She has a great
house there with a magnificent view, but has re-
tained her apartment in New York.

Bennett Marsh (Haymarket, VA; mamarsh@
worldnet.att.net) is self-employed; he writes that
he immensely enjoyed bringing a number of Cor-
nell friends together for the opening of the first
curated exhibition by his daughter Joanna ’99,
at the Smithsonian American Art Museum. Joan-
na is the museum’s contemporary art curator and
studied art history at Cornell. Bennett’s second
daughter is working on “green issues” at the Sus-
tainable Forestry Initiative. Arda Coyle Boucher
’69 writes that her husband, Steve, went again
to Nepal last October on a 25-day trek around
Manaslu, the eighth-highest peak in the world. It
was physically and mentally the most difficult trek
he has made, as the Manaslu region is remote and
seldom seen by Westerners. The place was one of
extremes, with sheer beauty and unforgettable
poverty. All those on the trip suffered from the
high altitude and cold. A beneficial effect of the
poor cuisine during the trip was that Steve in-
voluntarily lost so much weight that Arda an-
nounced on his return that he looked like the
man she had married nearly 40 years ago!

I am pleased to report that I have become
a grandmother twice this year. My husband, Bill,
and I have a granddaughter Emma and a grand-
son Nathan. We are pinching ourselves, as both
families live in the Boston area, so we can see
them often. I continue to practice law in a bou-
tique firm in Boston’s Back Bay and can happily
walk to work all year round. We enjoy our house
on Martha’s Vineyard on weekends and vacations.
I look forward to receiving your news at my new
e-mail address: Mary Hartman Schmidt, Mary.
Schmidt@Schmidt-Federico.com.

c

the fountain of youth; I feel like all of us are 18
again,” writes Linda Kalaydjian. Marilyn Druck
said that she, Marian Cohen, and Marion Mor-
genthal, former dorm-mates, took the opportu-
nity to re-create the experience by sharing a suite
during Reunion. Marilyn lives in Manhattan and
is in private law practice; Marian is a clinical so-
cial worker in Ann Arbor, MI; and Marion lives in
Brooklyn, where she is a consultant in leadership
training. Another reunion group that has its ori-
gin in a dorm is Joan Stolze Waranoff, Isabel Cen-
ter Kaplan, Deena Cohen, Katie Davis Eddleston,
and Naomi Block Esmon. They have been getting
together, along with absent dorm-mates Darlene
Hammond and Paulla Thompson Beard, every oth-
er year at locations all over the country.

Kappa Alpha fraternity had five returning
brothers. Neal Serotte came with his sister Geral-
dine Serotte ’74 and says that he’s still practic-
ing labor law and has become a grandparent.
Andy Ashe and wife Margaret talked about retire-
ment after practicing law on behalf of the State
of New York for 34 years. Jim Shaw, ME ’72, and
wife Nancy only spent Saturday with us; he was
on call. Likewise Chuck and Andra Weidenhamer
Benson were with us briefly. They own and oper-
ate an organic dairy farm. Lastly, Jack Mitas and
wife Roz had wonderful stories about his Navy ca-
reer, serving from Somalia to Iceland.

Here is just a sample of the news from return-
ing classmates: Janet West Wood is on the program
committee of ARCS, which supports 20 to 30 out-
standing women students in the sciences at the U.
of Pittsburgh and Carnegie Mellon U. Among other
volunteer activities, Barbara Fuchs Turell teaches
sewing to 4-H members. Jesse Jenner is a partner
at Ropes & Grey in NYC, where he specializes in
patent litigation. Jesse says this niche is perfect;
it marries his engineering background with law, and
every case is unique. For some time, he and his
wife have been sponsoring an Afghan student who
is now a junior in college. Peggy Jo Daino Fish-
er and husband Miles ’66 own Fisher’s Pot Pies,
a food processing plant that makes frozen entrees.
While he runs the company, Peggy works as an at-
tendance officer in a middle school, owns a busi-
ness called Delectables that makes desserts for a
local gourmet store, and hand knits baby blankets
and other items to order. Peggy says, “We did learn
time management at Cornell, thank goodness!” The
Fishers have three children: Janet ’95, Harvard Law
’98, an attorney with the Dept. of Justice in Wash-
ington, DC; Christie, a science teacher in San Diego;
and Miles ’04, who works with the Center to Pro-
tect Workers Rights and plays baseball in a semi-
pro league. Peggy reports that she and her husband
have volunteer commitments for their local hos-
pital that have kept them from past reunions.

Stephen Goldberger is president of Central
Virginia Arts, an artists’ organization, has been a
member of the board of the Hampden-Sydney Mu-
sic Festival for the past four years, serves on the
marketing committee of the Longwood Center for
the Visual Arts, and is a Rotarian. An excellent
golfer, Stephen won a one-day golf tournament
sponsored by the Virginia State Golf Association
that draws golfers across Virginia, and his team
wins the Hampden-Sydney post-graduation golf
outing every year. “Even when they try and stack
the teams against me—we’re all good buddies,”
says Stephen. “I have room for guests if anyone
is in the neighborhood—halfway between Rich-
mond and Lynchburg.” Stan Chess, JD ’72, lives
and works on Manhattan’s Upper East Side, run-
ning LawTV and its LawSchool.com network of

68 Lois Gartlir (New York City;
lgartlir@msn.com) has been
retired since August 2004 and

continues to love every minute of it. She has
been playing a lot of bridge, attending theater,
ballet, and other dance performances, and trav-
eling. She went to China with the Friends of the
National Zoo shortly after the Olympics and ben-
efitted from the clean air and lack of traffic. Dur-
ing the trip, Lois visited pandas in their reserves,
where she could approach, observe, and actually
touch them. Last Thanksgiving, on her annual trip
to Paris, Lois spent time with Michael ’67 and
Margie Greenwald Rubin in their newly pur-
chased and renovated Paris flat with their family.
George Koester III, MBA ’70 (GLKoester@aol.
com) lives in Jupiter, FL with his wife, Candace.
He changed jobs and is now a certified financial
planner and advisor with Ameriprise Services in
Palm Beach Gardens, FL. His leisure activities
include tutoring underprivileged children, play-
ing golf, and membership in the Masonic Lodge.
He would like to hear from Paul Zottoli ’67.

James Gutman (businfosvc@aol.com) is vice
president and executive editor of Atlantic Infor-
mation Services, a small healthcare business news
publisher in Washington, DC. He lives in Laurel,
MD, with wife Kathy. Their daughter, Pamela, is
getting married in November. Jim loves to play
baseball (not softball) in a 48-plus baseball
league (aptly named the Ponce de Leon) on week-
ends. Richard Shaper (r.shaper@qtm.com) is CEO
of Quantum Instruments in Hauppauge, NY. Rick
and wife Linda live in Old Brookville, NY. He en-
joys playing golf, tennis, and squash and is chair-
man of the local planning board. Rick would like
to hear from Lauren Kingman III.

Jerome Blackman has been a practicing psy-
choanalyst in Virginia Beach, VA, for the past 23
years. He is also a professor of clinical psychiatry
at Eastern Virginia Medical School and is a train-
ing and supervising analyst with the New York
Freudian Society (in Washington, DC). He and wife
Susan visited China, where Jerry was a visiting pro-
fessor in Shanghai and Beijing, before lecturing in
Florence. He has written a book, Get the Diagnosis
Right: Mental Diagnosis and Treatment Selection.
Jerry had dinner with his Cornell roommate Rick
Shaper and wife Linda in New York. Kathleen
Frankovic (kfrankovic@yahoo.com) retired from
full-time responsibilities at CBS News in February,
after 32 years and eight presidential elections, but
continues to work there as a polling and elections
consultant. Kathleen lives on 25 acres in Hilo,

69 For the past year, I have start-
ed my columns with a story
about the Blackout of 1965. To

make Reunion even more memorable, on Saturday
evening we lost power for several hours. “Perhaps
this was done in response to your columns—to
make everyone feel more at home,” says John
Rees, ME ’70, our past class president. Andy
Nierenberg tells about his Saturday night: “After
missing the scheduled reunion bus, I comman-
deered one that was supposed to be going some-
where else—no weapons were used nor money
changed hands. The driver took us directly to Bai-
ley Hall just before the start of Cornelliana Night.
Ushers were telling everyone to go to the balcony,
but I asked for better seats for my friends, and
astonishingly six of us wound up in the front
rows, including Mike Young and myself.” Andy
attended Reunion with his daughter Daryl ’99 and
says that he has made and kept a new set of
friends through reunions. Earlier at dinner, we
learned that 215 classmates had returned—32
first-timers. Lee Pillsbury announced that the
class raised $7,310,936, and we elected Steve and
Ingrid Dieterle Tyler to be co-presidents.

Alpha Phi had the largest turnout: 14, in-
cluding Maria Keiser Bartlett, Ruth Van Arsdale
Cox, Kathy Eagan, Robin Atwood Fidler, Jamie
Dugan Inman, Peggy Johnson Nichols, Adrienne
Jones Paris, Kristin Keller Rounds, and Jeanie
Douglas Smith. Libby Peters Blankenhorn and
Claire Scully Delauro came with their classmate
husbands Tim and Al, respectively. “This weekend
made me feel like a bird fluttering my wings in
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legal websites. He summers in South Burlington,
VT, so he can daytrip to Montreal, and winters on
South Beach, where his apartment is between
Joe’s Stone Crab and Smith & Wollensky. Stan
spends his spare time as president of the Cornell
Daily Sun Alumni Association, planning the Sun’s
130th anniversary celebration in Manhattan
scheduled for 2010. He was emcee at the Sun’s
125th anniversary, which featured about 12
speakers, including Kurt Vonnegut ’44, and was
attended by 370 Sun alumni and friends.

Carolyn Ugiss Altieri talked about her CAU
experience, bringing her grandson, 10, who en-
joyed the youth program while she took a food
and wine course. Jon Kaplan, MD ’74, a physician
with the Centers for Disease Control, said that fol-
lowing the last reunion he reconnected with an
old friend after writing a note to the alumni mag-
azine. Tom Garthwaite has married since the last
reunion, as has Robert Tallo.

This outstanding reunion was made possible
by the commitment of past president John Rees;
reunion co-chairs Laura Miller, Tim Schiavoni,
and Joe Cervasio; reunion affinity chair Rich Nal-
evanko; and reunion registrars Larry and Nancy
Jenkins Krablin. Once again, Doug Antczak act-
ed as the witty moderator of the class forum fea-
turing Steve Hadley, national security advisor for
the Bush Administration, and Knight Kiplinger,
editor-in-chief of Kiplinger’s Personal Finance mag-
azine. In addition, all of our class officers—vice
presidents Bob Potter, Linda Pearce Kabelac,
and Robert Tallo, webmaster John Wilkens, ME
’71, and Charlotte Bruska Gardner—were on
hand to greet and help where needed. Thanks
also go to the Class Council and especially the
spark plugs who encouraged members of their
affinity group to be with us.

I apologize if I have missed anyone. There
were so many who contributed to making this the
best reunion yet! Writing the class column for the
past 15 years has been a pleasure, so it is with
reluctance but complete confidence that I turn it
over to our new class correspondent, Tina Econo-
maki Riedl. Thank you. Arda Coyle Boucher,
aboucher@airmar.com.

c

Chicago and in Libertyville, IL, at Youth & Family
Counseling (www.yfc-libertyville.com). John is also
in an advanced clinical training program and is
collecting hours for his clinical license (LCSW). He
already has his LSW and MSW. In the summer of
2008, Lyn and John took part in a CAU gourmet
cooking class in Ithaca and made the cover of the
2009 brochure in their chef’s hats! This past June
they attended John’s Johnson School reunion at
Cornell (and look forward to our 40th). They are
embarking on a major house expansion and reno-
vation, which they hope will be completed in 2010.

Gael Jacobson (jacobsongael@gmail.com)
writes with sad but hopeful news. She followed

Christopher Reeve ’74, falling off her horse in
June 2008 and suffering a paralyzing injury. Her
farming days are over, but she remains in North
Fayston, VT, with different distractions. Gael says
that maybe she will get around to writing the
book she has contemplated for decades! We all
wish her well and eagerly await publication of
her work. Steven Meyerson (smeyerson@gmail.
com) is medical director of care management at
Baptist Hospital of Miami. He closed his internal
medicine and geriatrics private practice in 2003.
He and Linda, his wife of nine years, live in Mi-
ami, FL, where she owns a tutoring business.
Steven’s daughter, Anna, was married in October
2008 and lives in San Francisco, where she is a
fourth-year radiology resident at UCSF. His son,
Eric, is also in San Francisco; he is employed by
Wells Fargo and has a daughter, Ellie.

Marilyn and Bruce Hazen (Carthage, NY;
bhazen@twcny.rr.com) have both retired from
Carthage High School as administrator and teacher.
They are active in Lions, Red Hats, and UMW, and
serve as co-chairs of the Jefferson County Agri-
culture Promotion Board and coordinators of the
county Dairy Princess Committee. Bruce says he is
happy and loves his five grandchildren. Their
daughter, Jennifer, is a purchasing agent and plan-
ner for Kelley Aerospace; she has two sons and
lives in Greenville, AL. Son Kevin is a fireman at
Fort Drum; he has two daughters and one son and
lives in Watertown, NY. In answer to the question:
What is the one thing you remember most fondly
from your time at Cornell? Bruce wrote, “The
scenery, parks, campus life, and working in Ag Eco-
nomics with Allan Lines ’63, MS ’69, and Stan
Warren ’27, PhD ’31. The Ag campus was like a
large fraternity—very friendly and helpful—and
Marilyn and I felt at home there. They prepared
me to go on and be successful. A great institu-
tion.” Thanks, Bruce. What a lovely tribute to Cor-
nell and the Ag school (now known as CALS) and
our time on the Hill. Connie Ferris Meyer, 16
James Thomas Rd., Malvern, PA 19355; e-mail,
cfm7@cornell.edu.

c

71 Gathering class news about people
from whom we haven’t heard can be
a challenge. Sometimes we get lucky

and a classmate lets it rip. Last February, Steve

70 Back in early June, I met with
Gail Post Wallis, Ellen Celli
Eichleay, and Bridget Murphy to

attend Reunion 2009 at Cornell. It was a beauti-
ful summer weekend in Ithaca and we all enjoyed
“scouting” for ideas and such for our 40th Reunion
next year! Kathy Landau Cornell was also on cam-
pus to help out. We all look forward to seeing so
very many of you next June for a wonderful
Reunion 2010 weekend, Thursday through Sunday,
June 10-13. Be sure to get those dates on your
new 2010 calendars and connect with friends and
classmates to make plans to meet in Ithaca for
our big 40th celebration!

Sally Margolick Winston (Timonium, MD;
sallywins@aol.com) reports that the “Quad Re-
union” with Sharon Sauerbrunn Doyle, MFA ’72,
Laura Dingle Avery, Phyllis Rabineau, and her-
self was in Turin, Italy, this year for the Slow Food
Festival. They had a glorious time in Venice and
Milan and stayed in a castle on a lake in a cloud
of fog! Sharon took time out from her job in Aqa-
ba, Jordan, to join them. John Cecilia, MBA ’79
(jcecilia@msn.com) and wife Lyn live in Lake
Bluff, IL. John has earned yet another degree, this
one a master’s in social work, which he complet-
ed in May 2008. He now works in counseling in

Raymond (sraymond@raymondhandling.com) won
the e-prize for his 900-word autobiographical
essay in response to my e-mail request. As our
total column allotment is a spare 850 words,
here’s a highly abridged account from Steve.

“I still work for the second employer of my
entire adult life. I count my 4-1/2 years as a pi-
lot in the Air Force as my first real job. Currently,
I live in Lafayette, CA, and have a forklift dealer-
ship with offices in California, Nevada, and the Pa-
cific Northwest. Though not particularly glamorous,
it has been challenging, rewarding, and a lot of
fun developing career-long, personal relationships
with suppliers, customers, and employees. It is

also an awesome responsibility that I constantly
feel to the 200-plus employee families and hun-
dreds of customers served by Raymond Handling
Concepts Corp.” Steve runs 25-30 miles/week and
says, “My wife, Marnie, a non-runner, calls running
my obsession. I have had recent contact with a
handful of classmates, including Ray Coulombe,
who was last seen at a dinner we had together
with our wives in a lovely restaurant near South-
bury, CT. Jim Carrier, ME ’73, came out here from
Lincoln, NE, on a professional visit, doing some
market research for his line of battery chargers.”

Here is more news from the e-mailbag. Sharon
Ginsburg (Ronceverte, WV; sharongins@yahoo.
com) teaches art workshops in the public school
system through Carnegie Hall West Virginia. “I
bet you didn’t know there was a Carnegie Hall in
West Virginia.” She journeyed to Bali, Indonesia,
last February “to study batik, shadow puppet mak-
ing, and whatever else struck my fancy during my
one-month stay.” Chris Risley (chris.risley@met-
alogix.net) writes, “Since Oct. 1, 2008, I’ve been
CEO of Metalogix Software, with its main offices
in Vienna, Austria; Vancouver, BC; Halifax, NS;
Dallas, TX; and Bratislava, Slovakia. By my dis-
torted calculations, that makes Cumberland, ME,
the natural geographic center, which is fortunate
because that’s where I live. I see Mike Steele,
who is a professor at Wharton. He and wife Pat
live in downtown Philadelphia.”

Victor Trodella, BArch ’72 (victor@maine
architecture.com) still practices architecture in
Portland, ME, and specializes in waterfront hous-
es and healthcare facilities. He writes, “I sail my
Friendship sloop, a classic wooden sailboat de-
signed and built in Maine, on beautiful Casco Bay
every chance I get. The economy is tough here and
I am hoping for enough new work to stay afloat.
I stay in touch with Ken Margolies, Uson Ewart,
BArch ’72, Nick Lembo, and Jack McKittrick. Any
Cornellian friends coming to Maine should look me
up.” Lisa Malinowski Steinman, PhD ’76 (steinn@
reed.edu) is not sure who would remember her. “I
am happily living with my husband and one cat,
teaching at Reed College in Portland, OR. This year,
Choice picked my most recent book—Invitation to
Poetry (Blackwell-Wiley)—as an “Outstanding Aca-
demic Title of 2008,” which is nice.

Richard Sessions (rsesssions@altis-solutions.
com) checked in between business trips. “As a

‘The Ag campus was like a large 
fraternity—very friendly and helpful.’Bruce Hazen ’70
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go-to-market consultant helping companies drive
revenue growth, I’ve had the pleasure of traveling
around the world, most recently to Prague, Bu-
dapest, Macau, Taipei, and London among others.”
Richard also lectures at various universities (John-
son School included) and teaches in the College
of Business at San Jose State U. He serves on the
board of a nonprofit focused on social innovation
and leadership—and still had the time to hike and
mountaineer in the Bugaboos in Canada for a
week. He sees fellow Cornellians at various Cornell
Entrepreneur Network functions in Silicon Valley.

The spring class dues mailing brought some
fresher reports. William Grauer, JD ’74 (San Diego,
CA; grauer@cooley.com) writes, “I was voted one
of San Diego’s top ten litigators for 2009 in San
Diego Magazine and the San Diego Daily Tran-
script.” William and wife Lana have two daugh-
ters. Retiree Constance Myers Fairbank (Provo,
UT; jfairbank4@yahoo.com) spent the summer as
a long-distance grandmother at Chautauqua Lake,
NY, with husband Keith ’69, MBA ’71. Besides
grandchildren, her other interests include fiber
arts, family history research, and reading.

Jim Adams (Virginia Beach, VA; jayjay12@
cox.net) teaches middle school math. When he
isn’t writing lesson plans and grading homework

he visits his children in Salem, VA, and Corpus
Christi, TX. Ralf Michael Ritter (unimarimp@sbc
global.net) writes, “2008 was a year with several
hiccups, as you all know. Being involved with con-
struction through my granite and marble fabrica-
tion business, I am feeling the recession, although
in Texas it has not hit as hard. In my free time I
either play with my granddaughters or run with
the young crowd as a soccer referee. Mary Roberts-
Wolfe (Pleasantville, NY; robrtswolf@aol.com) is
a doctor of internal medicine. She has her medical
practice in northern Westchester County, NY.

Finally, it is true. Our 40th Reunion is just
around the corner. To kick off events in the NYC
area, drop by for a cocktail party on Thursday,
Sept. 24, at the Cornell Club, 6 East 44th St.,
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Count on food, drink, ca-
maraderie, and a modest charge.

If you are trying to reach someone, let us
know and we will make an effort to connect you.
Please e-mail Linda or myself. Matt Silverman,
mes62@cornell.edu; Linda Germaine-Miller,
lg95@cornell.edu.

c

already know, being a grandparent is a completely
wonderful experience. 

I’d like to draw your attention to the class
website, which was updated this year thanks to
the efforts of Nancy Roistacher and Deirdre
Courtney-Batson, MA ’75. Class president Bruce
Graev, the Class Council, and especially our class
membership chair Bonnie Brier are working hard
to get classmates connected and re-engaged in
our class and in Cornell. If you have not visited
the class website recently, I urge you to do so
(http://classof72.alumni.cornell.edu). 

Don Jean, MBA ’73 (Easton, PA) reports that
Jacqueline (IC ’72, MS ’73), his wife of 37 years,
is a speech pathologist working with severely
autistic pre-school children. Daughter Courtney
’01 (and Georgetown Law ’05) practices securities
law in NYC. Son Chris (IC ’98) is an aspiring writer,
director, and producer in L.A. Don reports that af-
ter traveling the world buying billions of dollars
of components, products, and services for major
equipment manufacturers, he left the corporate
world and started his own consulting business fo-
cused on strategic procurement, key customer/
client development, and business operations and
manufacturing. He has filed for IP protection for
an online eCommerce marketplace venture focused

on the needs and rights of buyers in B2B, C2C,
and B2C markets. Don spent time this past year
in L.A. with Doug Perry and Ed Marinaro. In Jan-
uary, Don attended the Ivy Football and Lifetime
Recognition Event in NYC, honoring Ed and other
former Ivy football players, which Carol Fein Ross
reported on in the May/June issue. Don concludes
by saying he enjoys all communications with Cor-
nellians and that he has only fond memories of
his time on the Hill. To Don, Cornell is a very,
very special place. 

Several classmates took advantage of Cornell
Adult University’s 2008 study tours. Marcia and
Daniel Brown traveled to New Zealand for the
Natural History tour. Elaine Hui Koo took the tour
of Epicurean Burgundy, while James ’68, DVM ’72,
and Deborah Deiner Krepp participated in the
Ornithology and Ecology tour of Assateague Island,
VA. Also taking part in the Assateague Island tour
were Richard, MBA ’73, and Nancy Peller.

William McCord is a veterinarian and owner
of the East Fishkill Animal Hospital, a seven-vet
small animal hospital. In his “free” time, William
writes turtle taxonomic papers plus other turtle-
related articles. He fondly remembers the beauti-
ful waterfalls in and around Cornell, as well as the
police in their blue helmets who seemed to be on
campus fairly often. William would like to hear
from Karen Grikstas. Rick Norman is a professor
of nuclear engineering at UC Berkeley. He enjoys
golf, wine tasting, travel, and skiing. Rick says that
teaching keeps him on his toes as the students are
bright and interested in learning. He especially en-
joys working in the lab with his students. The one
thing Rick remembers most from his Cornell days is
the “Hot Truck” parked below the freshman dorms,
although he does not reveal his favorite sandwich.

Rob Fersh (Bethesda, MD) spent his career in
nonprofits and public service enterprises and has
started Convergence (www.cnvg.org). Located in
Washington, DC, Convergence is dedicated to con-
vening leaders with diverse views and experience
to find common ground solutions leading to ac-
tion on domestic and international problems, with-
in a culture of civility and respect. Rob spoke at
the ILR school on his work in US-Muslim relations
and consensus-building at the invitation of for-
mer ILR Dean David Lipsky. Previously, Rob di-
rected a national policy process on health care
coverage for the uninsured among major national
stakeholder groups that continues to have signif-
icant ripple effects (arguably even including the
White House initiative on health care costs).

Raisa Scriabine, MA ’74 (Potomac, MD) is ex-
ecutive producer of Earth Focus (unktv.org/earth
focus), a TV environmental news magazine. Lorna
Rosencrantz Pascal is a nutrition consultant at
Hackensack U. Medical Center. She and husband
Mark enjoy their grandchildren Jayden, 2, Brooke,
2, and Yakov, 1. Logan Robinson accepted a pro-
fessorship at the law school of the U. of Detroit
teaching corporate governance. He wrote an op-
ed piece for the Wall Street Journal and appeared
on Fox News concerning the crisis in the domes-
tic automobile industry. Logan writes that he
climbed Kilimanjaro with his son and received his
“bareboat” charter certificate. His daughter Lindy
’09 followed Logan to Cornell, where she attend-
ed the Hotel school. Lee Anna Clark, MA ’77, is
a psychology professor at U. of Iowa. She has
been working on the revision of the Diagnostic
and Statistical Manual for Mental Disorders (DSM).
After hours, Lee enjoys playing cello in the com-
munity orchestra and a string quartet. Playing
music, the orchestra, and Savoyards are among
her fondest Cornell memories. Lee would like to
hear form Donato Viggiano. 

Before I sign off, I want to give a “shout out”
to fellow classmates from the Pittsburgh area. I’m
sure that Bob Mauro, John Dougherty, John
Yaros, Pat Narcisi, and Dale Webb are as overjoyed
as I am over this year’s success of the Pittsburgh
Steelers winning a record sixth Super Bowl cham-
pionship and the Pittsburgh Penguins stunning the
hockey world by earning their third Stanley Cup.
Many of you are aware of the tradition that each
player on the Stanley Cup winning team gets to
take the Cup home with them for one day. That
leads me to the question: If you had custody of
the Stanley Cup for one day, where would you take
it, and what would you do with it? Send me an e-
mail with your response. Send news to: Alex
Barna, ab478@cornell.edu; Gary Rubin, glrubin@
aol.com; Carol Fein Ross, hilltop80@aol.com.

c

‘Michael Peter is happily “retired
from bachelorhood” at age 60.’Phyllis Haight Grummon ’73

72 I am proud to announce the
birth of my granddaughter, Kasey
Alexandra Spaulding. She is the

first child of my daughter Kelly and her husband,
Ian Spaulding. Kasey is already learning about
Cornell, as she attended the Cornell-Santa Clara
baseball game in March, a San Jose Sharks game
(where she met Cornell hockey stars Douglas Mur-
ray ’03 and Ryan Vesce ’04, who now play for
the Sharks), and a San Francisco Giants baseball
game with 50 members of the Cornell Alumni As-
sociation of Northern California. As many of you

73 Lots of news from both snail-
and e-mail sources! We’ll start
with someone who contributes

time and talent to Cornell. Ann Cohen is a psy-
chologist living and practicing in NYC. She’s also
an adjunct professor in St. John’s U.’s doctoral
program in psychology. Her daughter, Sarah
Rombom ’04, is vice president at Black Rock.
Daughter Rebekah Rombom is associate editor of
SheFinds.com. Ann volunteers for Cornell through
CAAAN and the Cornell Alumnae Council, “Women
Building Networks.” Thanks for setting an exam-
ple for all of us, Ann! Elizabeth Bauman still
lives in Ithaca, where she’s a freelance writer and
editor. She has published the book Ithaca: The
City, Gorges, and Colleges, with husband Tony
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Ingraham ’69. It’s available from the Cornell
Store online or on campus, for those of you who
also enjoy the gorges in person. She left her job
of 30 years at Cornell to pursue her desire to
write and publish books and has opened her own
small publishing company, Owl Gorge Productions
(www.owlgorge.com). Many of you may remem-
ber Liz from her work on the Cornell Daily Sun
during our time there.

Dennis Williams has finished his 12th year
as director of the Center for Multicultural Equity
and Access at Georgetown U., where he’s also as-
sociate dean of students and teaches in the Eng-
lish department. He’s among our growing number
of grandparents. Gale Parsons White lives out-
side Philadelphia and has six children—all but
one grown and gone—and four grandchildren.
She remains a partner at the Philadelphia law
firm of White and Williams, where she is the
chair of their business insurance group. On April
16, 2009, more than 100 insurance professionals
from the greater Philadelphia area honored Gale
with the 2009 Franklin Award for her more than
20 years of service to the industry.

Robin Story Powers has made a career tran-
sition to full-time teaching as a faculty member
of Florida Atlantic U.’s Christine E. Lynn College
of Nursing. She is well positioned for that career
after spending 35 years practicing as an RN in in-
tensive care, emergency room, and trauma units.
Robin’s daughter Peggy ’03 lives in Los Angeles
and works for MySpace, while her son Robert lives
in Florida and tests future cell phone equipment
for all the major manufacturers. David Sauberman
plans to move into the Internet radio world with
his latest creative project. David is doing a series
of house concerts, or salons, where he enhances
social gatherings with music, including impromp-
tu sessions around classical, jazz, ragtime, blues,
and rock-and-roll arrangements on keyboard and
piano. David is still active in creating transfor-
mation in the world through Landmark Education
and the Hunger Project.

Glee Club alum Bill Welker, MBA ’75, reports
from Glendale, CA, that his son, a Cornell grad,
produced the latest CD from the Hangovers, called
“Three Sheets to the Wind”; the album was nom-
inated for four awards by CASA (Contemporary A
Cappella Society). Bill also attended the February
CACO Mid-Winter Meeting, which had the highest
attendance in our history. Susan Murphy, PhD ’94,
Cornell VP of student and academic services, is still
aglow over numerous student athletic successes,
especially the men’s second straight Ivy basket-
ball title. Bob Palmquist, MBA ’74, reports that
daughter Barbara will enter the master’s program
in Engineering at Cornell in the fall, just as daugh-
ter Lizzy ’13 enters the college as a freshman.
Michael Peter still runs nightclubs around the
country, spending seven months in Ft. Lauderdale
and the rest of the year on Cayuga Lake. More im-
portant, he reports that he is happily “retired from
bachelorhood” at age 60. Dan Notterman and
wife Robyn (Berger) ’74, MD ’83, live in Cranbury,
NJ. Dan teaches molecular biology at Princeton
and studies the genetics of autism. Their daugh-
ter Arielle teaches in New York City; son Benjamin
’09 graduated from Arts and Sciences.

Harriet Seldin writes from Encinitas that her
dog Hunter, 10, a rescued flat-coated retriever,
completed his North American Dog Agility Coun-
cil (NADAC) Novice Weavers title. This comes only
one year after he jumped out a neighbor’s second
story window. Labor and employment lawyer Ralph
Peterson (Pensacola, FL) was elected VP of the

Academy of Florida Management Attorneys. When
not litigating cases or traveling, he and his wife,
with their children and grandchildren, have been
enjoying the Gulf of Mexico and their home at
Pensacola Beach. Bob Persons, MCE ’74, is busy
saving the world one building at a time. He’s in
his ninth year as a senior project developer at
Ameresco energy services. He gave a pro bono
energy audit for the Delta Tau Delta house at
Cornell. I’m sure the effort revealed that the Delts
are as energetic as ever.

Alan Rosenthal reports that son Benjamin
heads for campus in August, while his older
brother, Michael, is a sophomore pre-med student
at Duke U. (so many of our children just could-
n’t face Cornell winters). Alan and Kevin Kramer
’73 recently reminisced over breakfast about the
time in 1972 when they started the hockey sea-
son ticket line more than a week before the tick-
ets went on sale. You won’t be surprised to learn
that they went on to found the Cornell Hockey
Fans Association so students could rent out Bar-
ton Hall and move inside.

Thanks for all your news. We still have some
in the mail/social media bag for the next issue,
but always appreciate hearing from you. Send
your news to: Phyllis Haight Grummon,
phg3@cornell.edu.

c

Many ’74s were part of the throng attending
the Friday afternoon Olin Lecture, a conversation
between Ratan Tata ’59, BArch ’62, and President
Skorton in Bailey Hall. Our cocktail reception was
held just outside at Bailey Plaza, while dinner was
staged several steps away at Trillium Dining Hall
in Roberts Hall on the Ag Quad. They were mak-
ing it easy for us—not like the old days!

Afterwards most of us reassembled in Becker
to participate in a ’70s trivia contest, emceed by
Joe Kowalik. The winning team consisted of
Arnie Olender, Randy Rosenberg, Elliot Sloane,
all Lambda Chi Alphas, and Roberta Bandel Wal-
cer. At their table lending moral support were
Roberta’s husband Lou and fellow LCA Little Sis-
ters Ann Truebood Raper, Donna DeGarmo Willis,
and Nancy Maczulak Fisher. Lynne Moskowitz
Glasser, MAT ’75’s team included Ellen Franklin
and Merrill Weitzner Naughton and apparently
came in a close second. Unfortunately, there were
only four iPods available for the winning team.

Several DU brothers and their respective
spouses were spotted at the lunch table on Sat-
urday: John Schabowski and Debbie Yelverton,
Joe Wasilewski, Pat Knuff, Bob Baldini, and
Joe Laquatra, PhD ’84. Joe hunted down Mar-
leen Kay Davis, BArch ’76, so that they could
speak a local dialect of “Pittsburgh” for a while
and offered to take interested parties on a tour
of Cornell’s brain collection, housed somewhere
in Uris “Old Rusty” Hall. 

Affinity photos were staged on the lawn out-
side the new Richard Meier-designed Weill Life
Sciences building. In case you were wondering,
those projecting bumps on the exterior were de-
signed to provide passive shading for the interi-
or. A big group of Phi Gams included Al Van
Ranst, MBA ’76, Bob Cheney, Corky Willse, Chip
Conradi, and Don Flagg.

DG took the cake for the largest sorority re-
turn, with sisters including Joan Pease ’75, Di-
ane Kopelman Verschure, Kim Christy Gordon,
Mi O’Connell, and many others. Other freshman
dorm clusters, interest groups, sororities, frater-
nities, and athletic teams were well represented.
Jim Braithwaite, Ray Seraydarian, ME ’76, and
Walter Scott, MPS ’83, chatted with one and all.
Karen Axtell Arnold, Diane Wright Hirsch, and
Dolly Hearne Hintsa recalled their days at Pi Phi.
Paul and Marcia Langwell Morris reconnected
with Marcia’s former roommate Peggy Cangilos-
Ruiz and husband Frank ’72. I met Paul Goodale
down at the ’74 class clerks’ desk, both having
locked ourselves out just prior to dinner.

Saturday dinner at Newman Arena in Bartels
Hall was held against a backdrop of hoisted nets,
cupcake towers, and a large screen slide-show of
vintage and new photos; the new images had
been captured continuously during Reunion by
our intrepid photographers Bill Howard and class
clerk Lindsay. Favorite old tunes such as “Still
the One” and “Dancing in the Moonlight” by Buf-
falongo enhanced the party mood. A new slate
of class officers was elected and the scepter of
power was passed from John Foote to new class
president, Marleen Kay Davis. Outgoing member-
ship chair Chris Cobaugh was presented with the
Fred Bosch Memorial Award for “service to the
class” above and beyond.

Whether it was the Thursday night concert
with Peter Yarrow ’59 of Peter, Paul & Mary fame
or the annual Treman Memorial a cappella concert
at the Plantations, singing events touched many
nostalgic chords. On Saturday night, members of
all classes made their way over to Bailey Hall for

74 Everyone arrived on campus in a
high state of positive expectation.
The weather was perfect: sunny,

bright, and not too hot, so while that was obvi-
ously not a big source of nostalgia, almost every-
thing else was. We were assigned to Carl Becker
House on West Campus, an architecturally ac-
claimed edifice with high ceilings, angled hallways,
single rooms, air-conditioning, library lounge with
fireplace, and its own dining hall. Part of a resi-
dential learning community for sophomores-on-up
and guided by live-in faculty members, it’s a far cry
from the U-Halls of our day with their cinderblock
walls, blasting rock music, and grass-scented aro-
ma. Hardworking reunion co-chairs Betsy Beach,
Helga Valdmanis Toriello, and Joe Kowalik had
spent the past year planning the schedule of class
activities. New features such as a ’74 alumni art
show were on display in the HQ hallway, while a
growing montage of current ’74 mug shots helped
welcome us into class headquarters.

Past and present class officers including Shel-
ley Cosgrove Deford, Lenny Shapiro, Bonni
Lavnick Schulman, Evan Stewart, JD ’77, Mary
Ellen Smith, Dale Lazar, JD ’77, Lois Fish Niland,
MBA ’78, and Brian Beglin were on hand Friday
to greet the classmates arriving in time for the bag
lunch at Duffield Hall on the Engineering Quad.
Freshman veterans of Baker and Boldt Towers Lucy
Babcox Morris, Susan Hardesty, Judy Shulman
Roth, and Olga Mohan were reunited with Chris
Shiber and Karen Youngquist Riley. Along came
Mary Vane ’73, who affiliated with our “fun” class
years ago, and Jeri Sielschott Whitfield ’72, sis-
ter of our classmate Jodi Sielschott Stechshulte.
Jodi surfaced occasionally, but spent chunks of
reunion time helping daughter Lynn ’09 pack up
for the return home to Ohio. 

Jody Kraatz Paduch and husband Dave ’75
came back for their first-ever official reunion, al-
though they had been back on campus at other
times to visit daughter Amy ’04. Dave was glad
to find several Chi Psi brothers including Perry Ja-
cobs, Jack Wind, Dave Russell, Bill van Swerin-
gen, and Jack Cutler.
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the Cornelliana Night sing-along featuring the Cor-
nell Alumni Chorus, Glee Club, and anyone else
who knew the words. Nancy Newcomer Vick sang
from a prominent spot in the front row while Jay
Spiegel performed a beautiful tenor solo. (You can
also thank Jay for the patented football tee me-
mento found in your goody bag.) Our own Mary
Berens was recognized for her 34 years of service
in the Alumni Affairs Office. She is retiring, with
plans to travel all over with husband Paul Feeny.

The power went out on West Campus for a
while on Saturday, but the dancing kept on going
in the Arts Quad tents. Ben Brungraber managed
to overcome his inherent shyness by wearing a kilt
to dinner on Friday and sporting a shirt of chain
mail as he danced up a storm Saturday night with
Alice Brown. Joe Kowalik acquitted himself hand-
somely (for someone in our age group) in the
“how low can you go” limbo contest, while many
others joined in a conga line. Winning the “flying
trip and shortest time spent at reunion” award
was Carol McKenzie Moore and husband Tom ’79
(yes, he’s my brother), who hitched a flight from
Boston with Nancy Maczulak Fisher’s husband,
David, on Saturday night. They arrived in time to
dance at the tents and catch a few hours sleep
before flying back on Sunday, this time with Nan-
cy in the co-pilot’s seat.

Sunday morning fond farewells and lingering
conversations mingled with departure hugs and
promises to stay in touch. There was one last
chance to snap up a new plaid Cornell tartan scarf
produced by Pendleton Wool czar Mort Bishop or
to chat with Bill Quain and wife Jeanne about his
latest book, Overcoming Time Poverty. Paul Goodale
summed up a common sentiment: “An ‘affinity
group’ of dorm-mates from U-Hall 4 (Floor 2) and
associated classmates consisting of Bob Dolinko,
Jay Cusack, Kevin Tighe, MBA ’78, Eric Keller, Tom
Piwinski, Bob Knauf, Elliott Hecht, and I enjoyed
various activities including tennis, golf (endured
as much as enjoyed), the Chapter House, College-
town, and campus events, as well as reconnecting
with classmates. We fondly discussed, but did not
re-enact, various pranks and escapades that oc-
curred on our U-Hall floor. Despite the somewhat
corrosive impact of time (indelibly etched in the
group’s photo), we all look forward to regrouping
in five years at the next Class of ’74 reunion.” 

We heartily thank our class officers for their
service: fearless (peerless) leader John Foote, who
coined the “Notable” component now integral to
our ’74 moniker; Kris Rupert, former class presi-
dent and co-host of many festive class events
held at their house in Forest Home; our reunion
chairs, Class Council members, and various other
chairs and VPs. As any regular reader of this col-
umn knows, ever since graduation, a core group
of ’74 classmates has provided active, loyal, and
effective leadership, often rotating offices and re-
sponsibilities in order to get the jobs done.

Then as now, we tend to hang with our clus-
ters while often wishing that we knew even more
Notable classmates. Embedded reporters within
our class will help us get our hands on all of the
news. Many thanks also go to the two loyal out-
going class correspondents, Bill Howard and Steve
Raye, for their past 35 years of service! That makes
me the senior correspondent after only five years
on the job. We now welcome two new class cor-
respondents, Helen Bendix and Jack Wind. Please
send news and photos of your affinity groups to:

Betsy Moore, emoore@cazenovia.edu; Helen
Bendix, hbendix@verizon.net; and Jack Wind,
jjw@mwhlawfirm.com.

c

75 It’s been 38 years since we
arrived on campus, from every-
where. Our 35th Reunion is next

in line. After working on my home computer yes-
terday, and after I finished a Bluetooth cell phone
call while the Nav system in my car was directing
me to a store, I heard Rod Stewart’s 1971 hit
“Maggie May” on XM Satellite Radio. It was often
played on the jukebox in the Noyes Dining Hall.
Except . . . no more Noyes. And what do you
mean I have a computer on my desk at home
(and I can carry one with me and put it on my
lap)? Where are the punch cards for its program?
What is this thing called the Internet? What is
Bluetooth? And are you kidding me about phones
in your hand for pennies per call, with satellites
and GPS (what is THAT?) that run radio and direc-
tions right to your car? At least Rod is constant.
What a fascinating time to be alive.

Robin Pearl-Kargman (Woodbury, NY; rpearl@
estee.com) oversees the market research and busi-
ness info function as VP at Estee Lauder. She was
the keynote presenter at the national conference
of the Marketing Research Association in June in
New York and the Int’l ESOMAR Conference in
Dublin in October. For the past several years she
has hosted the LI Women’s Network of Alumni and
Junior and Senior Women from Cornell. Her “after
hours” activities include VP of the Civic Association
and doing long-range planning at Temple Chaver-
im. Robin would rather be “lying on a Caribbean
beach with a piña colada” (she’s nailed it here—
wouldn’t most of us?). Robin remembers from Cor-
nell the “friends and great professors, including Dr.
Federer in Statistics,” and would most like to hear
from Michael Peters ’76. Winston Scott (Spring-
field, NJ; SCOTTMD160@aol.com) is an ophthal-
mologist and co-founder of the Caribbean Medical
Mission, delivering medical care to the needy. (If
you have any spare time, a piña colada with
Robin?) He would rather be playing golf in a
warm climate, remembers freshman year dorm life
in Ujamaa, and if you’re Dr. Robert Cooper, Win-
ston would love to hear from you. Marsha Kus-
nitz Wallace (Montvale, NJ) works as a hospital
administrator at Montvale Animal Hospital, and
is married to Lee ’72, DVM ’75. 

Joanne Bicknese, DVM ’78 (Cream Ridge, NJ;
locustwoodfarm@optonline.net) works two jobs—
she’s principal documentation director at Bristol-
Myers Squibb and owner of Locustwood Farm,
which offers full and percentage Boer goats for
show, breeding, and meat. Joanne bred the high-
est selling buck at the Pennsylvania Meat Goat
Performance Test Sale, and the second and third
indexing junior bucks. She also has bred the
supreme champion at the New Jersey State 4-H
Meat Goat Show for the last three years. Joanne
would rather retire and raise goats full-time. She
remembers most fondly milking cows at the T&R
center and would love to hear from any other
classmates active in agriculture. Fredric Knapp is
a labor and employment lawyer and partner with
Knapp, Trimboli & Prusinowski in Florham Park,
NJ, representing public and private sector em-
ployers. Fred wishes he were traveling more, and
his favorite activity is keeping his wife happy.
George Proulx, give him a shout.

Marc Cohen (Abington, PA; Moishe7610@
comcast.net) is a cardiologist married to Mar-
jorie Curtis-Cohen. Marc enjoys golf, skiing, and
reading, but recently all he’s been doing is
“work, work, work” (he’d rather have more of the
former, less of the latter). “Traying on the Slope”
is his fondest memory (and those of us who did

it, we all fit and were crazy enough to do it—
back then). David Funt, Marc’s waiting to hear
from you. Joe Sacco is associate director for ed-
ucation at the Smithsonian National Zoo in D.C.,
overseeing all education programs including but
not limited to demonstrations, curriculum en-
richment for K-12 students, teacher workshops,
and community outreach. Most recently, Joe
served as a top principal at Lakelands Park Mid-
dle School in Gaithersburg, MD. After Cornell, Joe
earned an MA in education and human develop-
ment from George Washington U.  

David Levy (Washington, DC; dlevy@venable.
com) is married to Keily, has joined Venable LLP
as a partner, and continues his practice of postal
regulatory law. Barbara Shumaker Levitt (Potomac,
MD) is an English teacher at Winston Churchill
High School. In the past two years she has trav-
eled with husband Joe to Lake Placid, Martha’s
Vineyard, Newport, RI, Hilton Head, Orlando, Mo-
honk Mountain House in New Paltz, and Kiawah,
SC. Barbara remembers best her friends Marilyn
Yodlowski and Jane Barnard Kerber. Sandra Sills-
Wyche (Highland Springs, VA; SSW2U@aol.com) is
an exceptional education teacher, married to Cor-
nelius, a third-degree black belt, and co-owner of
Dai-Ichi Shotokan Virginia LLC martial arts schools.
Sandra has been teaching martial arts as well as
nursery school at church, acting as youth advisor
for Eastern Star Group, and “balancing a marriage
to a great guy.” She is in a great place—there’s
nothing she’d rather be doing right now. “I enjoy
my busy life. Also I am appreciative of waking up
each day.” Sandra best remembers “the beautiful
scenery as the seasons changed.”

Laurie Clemente Milnor (Alton, IL; Laurie.
Milnor@shoptalk2000.com) is a principal in Shop
Talk 2000, providing sales evaluation and train-
ing services for the hospitality industry, along
with co-principal Nancy Kiesendahl Bloch ’71
(Hotel). Married to George, Laurie enjoys skiing
(water and snow) and traveling whenever possi-
ble. Recently she has been visiting kids in col-
lege and out—starting lots of activities again
with son Reed, 8. Laurie would rather be “sleep-
ing a bit more,” but “no time for that.” Best re-
membered are friends and great professors and
walking around the beautiful campus. A special
request to Maureen Millane Rush: Laurie hears
from you most years at Christmas, but would love
to see you. Mitch Frank, MJFgator@gmail.
com; Joan Pease, japease1032@aol.com; Deb
Gellman, dsgellman@hotmail.com; Karen De-
Marco Boroff, boroffka@shu.edu.

c

76 Remember us then and see us
now, 33 years after graduation!
Jamie Weinberg Andree, JD ’79,

is managing attorney of the Bloomington office
of Indiana Legal Services Inc., a not-for-profit
law firm that provides legal help to low-income
people. She also teaches poverty law at the Indi-
ana U. School of Law and is the director of the
school’s elder clinic. She and husband Bob have
been married for 22 years and have son Casey,
who attends Carleton College in Northfield, MN.
Karen Linderman Cianci (Fresno, CA) is dean in
natural sciences at Fresno Pacific U., a small pri-
vate liberal arts school founded by the Mennon-
ite Brethen. She enjoys the challenge of bring-
ing education to the very poor Hispanic and
refugee population in this valley.

Christine Miller Buffinton works as an asso-
ciate professor of mechanical engineering at
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Bucknell U. in Lewisburg, PA. Her research fo-
cuses on mechanical factors in early heart devel-
opment. She is involved in city and regional
planning, serving on some local commissions and
committees. She and husband Keith have twin
girls, who completed their junior year in high
school. The family lived in Zurich, Switzerland,
from July to December 2007 and had a wonder-
ful time visiting France, Germany, and England.
Thomas Groves works as the head of strategic
planning at GSW Worldwide, an advertising
agency in New York. Even more exciting (from a
Cornellian’s point of view) is that for the past ten
years he’s been renovating an 1840s farmhouse
in Bovina, NY, population 664 (outside Delhi,
near Oneonta). Imagine his joy in learning that
one of the long-standing farm families there are
the Hoys, their most distinguished family mem-
ber being one David Fletcher Hoy ’22, of Hoy
Field and ‘Give My Regards to Davy’ fame. Tom
writes that his weekend place brings him closer
to Ithaca, and he’s had a few non-class-related
excursions there in the company of his wife, who
is the historic horticulturist at the Cloisters Mu-
seum, the medieval branch of the Metropolitan
Museum of Art.

Chookiat Prateeptong writes, “Since my re-
tirement from a normal job as an executive vice
president, Siam City Bank Public Co. Ltd., Thailand
in 2003, I updated my career as a consultant in
the field of human resources and organizational
development. Cornell, and the beautiful campus
in Ithaca, is always kept in my heart for being
my best base of human resource management and
labor relations knowledge. However, I have never
seen any classmates since finishing my program,
which makes me think of them in the past atmos-
phere. Please extend my positive remembrance to
all our fellow Class of 1976 alumni.”

Jonathan Schilling is a software architect
working for the SCO Group in New Jersey, where
he lives with his wife and college student son.
Jonathan got his 15 minutes of (minor) fame last
year when he was featured in several newspaper
and magazine stories and radio interviews for his
work in writing and preserving Wikipedia’s biogra-
phies of Hillary Clinton, John McCain, and other
presidential candidates. He has visited Cornell sev-
eral times in recent years for on-campus recruiting
and to see a nephew there, and is always overcome
by the campus’s visual allure and emotional reso-
nance. Vernon Ellinger and wife Deborah are rapid-
ly approaching empty-nesthood. Their younger
daughter is a boarding student at Phillips Andover
and their older daughter, Christie, will enter Cor-
nell next year (an “Artsie,” but hopefully with a
strong connection to the Hotel school!). Vernon
writes that Christie has a huge head start as a Big
Red Hockey fanatic; she went to six games this
year and has sponsored seats in the Campaign for
Lynah. He’s been “retired” for four years, but keeps
busy working with nonprofits. He tried to get Deb-
orah to retire this year, but instead she joined
Restoration Hardware as president, so he now splits
time between Boston and San Francisco. “We made
it back to the Statler for HEC this year and it was
great to reconnect with many ‘vintage’ Hotelies.”

Ira Thomsen is very, very pleased to report
that his oldest son Michael was accepted at and
will attend the School of Engineering in the fall
of 2009. He follows his father, Ira, and his grand-
father, Douglas Thomsen ’40, retired chairman of
the board and chief executive officer of Lazarus
Dept. Stores, now known as Macy’s. Joe Doherty
passed along news of a mini-reunion the weekend

of April 3-5 in the Outer Banks of North Carolina.
Five members of the (College of Engineering) Class
of ’76 and their wives rented a beach house for
three days and two nights of ’70s music, remi-
niscing, beach walking, dancing, touring, wining,
and dining. A great time was had by Jim Lang,
Randy Kissell, Larry Zamojski, Mike Dominiak,
and Joe Doherty and their wives Pat, Fran, Maria,
Barb, and Pat, respectively. The group had so
much fun that they’re talking about making it an
annual event (at various locations like the Finger
Lakes, etc.) and including other alums as well.

Stephanie Durruthy was elected by the
American Psychiatric Association to the status of
distinguished fellow. She is a board-certified psy-
chiatrist in private practice with an expertise in
the field of women and their mental health.
Stephanie is the author of the award-winning
book The Pregnancy Decision Handbook for Women
with Depression. She is a public speaker, con-
tributing writer to publications, and blogger for
her website, www.Mindsupport.com. Philip Loud

(Ann Arbor, MI) is a branch manager at Spalding
DeDecker Associates, a Michigan-based civil and
environmental engineering firm. He spends free
time traveling to visit sons in L.A. and at Ken-
yon College. Amy Lubow Downs works at a soft-
ware publishing company in Manhattan and is
very happy to say that one of her children now
attends Cornell. Roni Pekman Brissette owns a
yoga studio. She spends time in Buddhist studies
and movie clubs and would like to be traveling
and taking photographs. Her fondest memories of
Cornell are lying out on the Arts Quad in the
spring, and she would like to hear from Laura
Klauberg and Lorraine Mohan, MBA ’78.

Romen Rivera, BS Nurs ’76, lives in Manhat-
tan and works as a patient case manager. Romen
fondly remembers Cornell for the intellectual cu-
riosity that was always fostered, along with the
concrete course work. Dr. Mindy Goldweit Sper-
ling is living up to her motto: Breathe Free or
Die!, dealing with health and environmental is-
sues and concerned with indoor/outdoor air qual-
ity. She was a silver medalist in the US Masters
Swimming-sponsored one-mile race at the winter
meet and was preparing for open water swims in
the Magothy River and the Chesapeake Bay. She
has fond Cornell memories of cooking and sharing
meals together at Von Cramm Hall student coop-
erative. Steve Albert (St Louis, MO) is a purchas-
ing agent and spends “after hours” remodeling his
house. Lynne Pollenz Weber (Redwood City, CA)
is the managing director at Duff & Phelps, where
she develops and reviews financial projections for
acquisitions and litigation. She is celebrating that
son Bobby will be a freshman at Cornell this fall.

Kindest regards to all, and please keep on
sending us your personal updates. Karen Krin-
sky Sussman, Krinsk54@gmail.com; Pat Relf Hana-
van, Relf@tds.net; Lisa Diamant, Ljdiamant@
rcn.com.

c

77 Nice, late spring weather is arriv-
ing in the Pacific Northwest as I
write this column, but fall will

be in the air as you read it, I’m sure. Thanks to
all of you who responded to my request for news.
Let’s start out with congratulations to Len and
Cara Lebowitz Kagan (clk816@aol.com), who
became grandparents in early May this year. Juliet
Rose Sandler was born on May 1 to Len and Cara’s
daughter Michelle, into a family of Big Red alumni
including Juliet’s father, Joel Sandler ’99, and
her aunt Erica Kagan ’05. Is Cara the first grand-
mother in our class? Let us know if you’ve joined
the grandparents’ club!

Some of our classmates are keeping quite
busy out in California. Mitch Genser (msgenser@
comcast.net) is president of Purple Vetch LLC in
Forestville, CA, which cultivates “socially respon-
sible real estate investing.” Mitch invests in com-
mercial real estate and is an options/futures trader
and trading instructor. After hours, he spends as
much time as possible with his children, 11 and

16. He fondly remembers watching beautiful sun-
sets in Ithaca and the snowy, wintry look of cam-
pus. Down in San Francisco, Andrea Dino (adino@
deloitte.com) is a senior manager for strategic
relationship management at Deloitte & Touche
and has been there for 26 years. After gradua-
tion, Andrea spent five years working at a re-
gional arts center in arts education, but, hey,
how many of us are doing what we thought we’d
be doing when we graduated? Andrea rides dres-
sage for fun. Also in the Bay Area is Rita Redberg,
who is a professor of medicine at UC San Francis-
co and director of Cardiovascular Women’s Services
for the UCSF National Center of Excellence in
Women’s Health. Rita was honored in May for her
work advancing women’s heart health. One area
of special interest for Rita is the effects of exer-
cise on heart disease in women, and Rita herself
is an enthusiastic runner, biker, and hiker.

Further south, researcher Robert Douglas
(San Diego, CA; rdouglas@ucsd.edu) likes to
watch football in his spare time. Not in Califor-
nia but still in the western part of the US, Guy
Dahms (gedahms1@msn.com) writes that he is
retired and does anything he wants to for fun.
And he loves every minute of it! Other classmates
have also retired—write and let us know what
you are doing in retirement! Moving to the mid-
dle part of the country, Joel Conner (Minneapo-
lis, MN; jconner@bellisiofoods.com) is chairman
and CEO of Bellisio Foods Inc. For fun, he enjoys
anything involving food and wine, as well as ski-
ing, fly-fishing, and traveling. Sara Hurwitz Cohn
(Skokie, IL; scohn@rtsd26.org) is a school psy-
chologist for the River Trails District 26 schools.
She enjoys traveling, as well as reading, walking
her dog, and singing.

On the East Coast, Camille D’Annunzio (North
Potomac, MD; camille.dannuzio@ngc.com) is a
senior scientist/modeling lead for the advanced

‘Ben Brungraber managed to overcome
his inherent shyness by wearing a 
kilt to dinner on Friday.’ Betsy Moore ’74
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concepts and technology group at Northrop
Grumman Electronic Systems. She keeps busy as
a Girl Scout leader for daughter Sabrina’s troop
and volunteering at her local high school getting
students ready for the college application process.
Camille visited Ithaca this past spring and also
enjoys going to the beach, catching a movie, and
visiting old friends. She saw Gail Kaminsky Tra-
vers and husband Curt ’76 (Arts) at the U. of
Maryland parents’ weekend, where Camille’s son
Andrew attends. Camille’s daughter Lindsey
Szymczak ’12 completed her freshman year in
the Arts college; she swims for the Big Red var-
sity swimming and diving team.

Patricia Fisher Vasseur (Providence, RI;
tmw825@cox.net) played volleyball on the Cor-
nell team and especially enjoys playing on New
England and East Coast beaches. She went to the
USA volleyball nationals in May, hoping to win a
gold medal, and also qualified for the Senior
Olympics in San Francisco this past summer. Trish,
write and tell us how you did! Trish also writes
that she runs her own freelance legal consulting
firm, divorced a few years ago, has gotten more
involved in the Boston area Cornell Club, and
hopes to hear from any friends from Cornell and
Kappa Psi days. Moving closer to the NYC area,
Anthony Cusano (Southbury, CT; ajc2md@aol.
com) is a nephrologist and chief of medicine at
Waterbury Hospital and medical director of Davita
Dialysis of Greater Waterbury. Tony also is an as-
sistant clinical professor at the Yale U. School of
Medicine. He claims that he has some spare time,
in which he spends time with his family, travels,
takes photos, skis, and plays golf and tennis. He
is also a member of the “Wet Rock Club” (“Before
science, we humans had dominion over Earth, the
center of the universe. Now we’re just a bunch of
hairless apes on a wet rock orbiting a minor star
in a marginal galaxy.”) Hmmm. Tony’s research is
on the use of the positive deviance method of be-
havioral and cultural change in the health care
setting to improve patient safety, ethnic and
racial disparities in health care, and the care of
patients and families experiencing the end of life.
Tom Devine (West Hartford, CT; Thomas_Devine@
whps.org) has taught social studies at William Hall
High School in West Hartford since 1980—among
other subjects, including AP Modern European
History. Tom, who is married to Liz Ferro, enjoys
camping and canoeing, photography, and cooking
dinner every night. (Every night?) Tom misses
hearing the chimes on Libe Slope.

Our New York contingent also includes Tim
Downs (Bergen, NY; timdowns2@aol.com), who
switched careers in 2001 and now teaches living
environment (biology) at the School of the Arts in
Rochester, NY. He is also in the Army Reserves and
has had three deployments to Afghanistan and
Iraq. In his spare time, Tim likes to visit his chil-
dren in California and Florida, work in his gardens,
and plant trees. In Ithaca, NY, Leslie Dingle Car-
rere (lc@rpmecosystems.com) is the marketing and
development person for RPM Ecosystems LLC. RPM
is a native plant nursery that grows science-based,
high-performance trees for large conservation/
restoration projects nationwide. She enjoys gath-
ering around a table with good friends, good food,
and good conversation. Steve Dudek (Voorhees-
ville, NY; steve.dudek@Nortrax.com) is sales co-
ordinator for Nortrax Northeast, which sells John
Deere/Hitachi construction and forestry equipment.
For fun, he enjoys outdoor activities like hiking,
kayaking, and going to the ocean (preferably the
southern Gulf Stream or the Gulf Coast of Florida).

Arleen Cohen Clark, MAT ’78 (Cooperstown, NY;
aclark@nycamh.com) is an RN and COHN-S co-
ordinator in clinical occupational health services
for the NY Center for Agricultural Medicine and
Health. Funtime activities for Arleen include gar-
dening, golf, camping, and reading books. In the
Big Apple, Sheryl Checkman (Sheryl@checkman
design.com) has owned a graphic design busi-
ness for the past 15 years. She also designs and
sells T-shirts online and has trademarked and li-
censed a series of designs, called Life is Balance,
being sold throughout North America. Sheryl’s
passions are scuba diving, skiing, and yoga, and
she also indulges in underwater photography in
her spare time.

Thank you all so much for your updates. For
those who haven’t shared any news with us late-
ly, your class correspondents would love to hear
from you. E-mail us, or you can use snail mail
or the Class of 1977 website (http://classof77.
alumni.cornell.edu/Website3/index.html) to pro-
vide information. Annette Mulee, annette@
mulee.com; Howie Eisen, heisen@drexelmed.
edu; Mark Petracca.

c

diagnosed with leukemia during his freshman year
in high school, underwent three-and-a-half years
of chemotherapy, and has now been off treatment
for two years. We hope we are done with it for-
ever. Daughter Kelsey graduated with a degree in
art from Princeton last year and works in Philadel-
phia, creating great photography and art.” Doug
and Anne frequently see Anne’s Kappa Delta class-
mate Terri Seewald Klein and her husband, Tom,
for dinner in Philly; they see Lorraine Heffernan
also. They tried to run into Mary Zimmerman
Kocur and her husband, Emil, in Grand Cayman this
year, but just missed each other. Anne is a nurse
manager in southern New Jersey and Doug still
practices law—”one of our clients is J.C. Henry.” 

I also caught up with Toby Brown Gooley at
reunion last year. She was happy to see Dan and
Kathy Slattery Button, Eugenie Shen, Kevin
Wandryk, Lena Chung Mei, “and others too nu-
merous to mention.” She sent a news form that
summed up what many of us have dealt with in
the last few years. “There’s something about turn-
ing 50 that makes you take a fresh look at where
you are—and whether you want to stay there for
the rest of your work life. I’m working harder than
ever, but enjoying it so much more, especially the
lack of rigidity and bureaucracy.” She’s managing
editor of Supply Chain Quarterly.

Debra Slotnick Miron (Greenwich, CT) is a
marketing consultant and independent Shaklee
distributor. Her daughters have taken courses in
the Cornell Summer College program—”It was
great visiting Cornell and seeing it through their
eyes!” Debra’s activities include tennis and jog-
ging, along with travel. Another avid exerciser is
Laurie Kraiman Steinberg (Lafayette Hill, PA),
who does aerobics and Pilates. Laurie is a health
educator in grant-funded smoking cessation.
Paul Evans (Marcy, NY) helps those who bike and
walk in upstate New York get around safely. He’s
a regional landscape architect/bicycle and pedes-
trian coordinator for the NYS Dept. of Trans-
portation. He and wife Dee traveled to Florence,
Italy, where their oldest son was studying for a
semester. Gary Holcomb (Allendale, NJ) is CEO of
Coining, which manufactures specialty materials
for semiconductors and electronic systems. His
children are into baseball and softball. His fond-
est memory was Saturday football game days—
”Too bad we didn’t win very many.”

Finally, in the interest of geographic diver-
sity, Jamie Colgin (Moorpark, CA) works for Am-
gen as a compliance director in Global Research
and Development Systems. She’s also a Boy Scout
troop Popcorn Kernel and Committee Member and
Merit Badge Counselor. I’m not sure what the for-
mer is. She has been hiking and geocaching in
the Santa Monica Mountains with family and
friends. On the international front, Stephanie
Mitchell, JD ’80, lives in Brussels, Belgium, and
works with the European Commission. Her latest
activity is flamenco dance. Anyone going through
Brussels is welcome to look her up.

That’s all the news for this issue. Keep the
blue forms and e-mails coming! Cindy Fuller,
cjfuller@mindspring.com; Ilene Shub Lefland,
ilefland@cjpcom.com.

c

78 May and June were nostalgic
months for me. I looked back on
when my 401(k) account was

actually growing, both graduations (sunburned in
’78 and drenched in ’92), past reunions . . . and
Cornell lacrosse. Cynthia Kubas sent an e-mail
to classmates about the NCAA Final Four tourna-
ment. I was in British Columbia recovering from
NIH grant- and manuscript-writing frenzy that
weekend, so I couldn’t watch either game. For-
tunately, the New York Times application on the
iPhone kept us informed of the results, even in
Harrison Hot Springs. Although the final result
resembled 1988 with a loss to Syracuse, the 2009
team did us all proud.

Now to other news: David Bilmes (South-
bury, CT) finished his term as president of the
Connecticut Association of School Librarians,
“which was enjoyable but quite time-consuming.”
On the sports front, David’s son Elie ’10 played
the cowbell midway through the second and third
periods of hockey games last year and will do so
this coming season. David wrote, “It was a lot of
fun attending games as the parent of the official
cowbell player!” Lesley Gudehus is a senior
writer for institutional advancement at Drexel U.
in Philadelphia and is in the process of writing
a book. Her extracurricular activities include two
theater companies, the Pennsylvania Ballet, and
the Manayunk Brewery. Her fondest memory is of
the Chapter House. A connection, perhaps?
Jonathan Honig (Briarcliff Manor, NY) is partner
at Feder Kaszovitz. He will head the NYS Bar As-
sociation’s new dispute resolution section deal-
ing with arbitration and mediation. “We sneaked
away for a few days to enjoy the Big Sky of Boze-
man, MT, and snowmobiling in Yellowstone with
eagles perched in the trees and buffalo, elk, and
coyotes on the ground.” His first son continues
his work with chimpanzees in the heart of Africa;
the younger has graduated from Cornell and is be-
ginning a life as an investment banker.

A favorite part of going to reunions is meet-
ing classmates I never came across back in the
day. Last year I met Doug and Anne Hamilton
Johnson and last month received an e-mail from
Doug. A few of the highlights: “Our son Sam will
be a junior at Tufts U. in the fall, where he is on
the soccer team and the cycling team. Sam was

79 30TH REUNION! Reunion co-
chairs Larry Stone and Steve
Magacs deserve a thunderous

round of applause for their efforts and a big
THANK YOU. Ithaca weather did not disappoint, if
anyone was looking for reminders of the variety
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of days Ithaca has to offer. We had blue skies and
rain, brilliant sunshine and fog, and good times
throughout! Thanks go out to Mike Curran, who
organized a Class of ’79 service project at the
Loaves and Fishes soup kitchen at St. John’s Epis-
copal Church in Ithaca on Thursday afternoon. Ac-
tivities Thursday evening included a wine tasting
and dinner at Duffield Atrium on the Engineering
Quad and time to hang out and catch up at class
headquarters in the townhouses on North Campus.

On Friday morning, our class, along with the
Class of ’89 and the Cornell Alumni Federation,
hosted a “World Affairs Forum: An Abrahamic Dia-
logue” with panelists of different faiths: Bishop
John Chane, Ambassador Akbar Ahmed, and Rabbi
Bruce Lustig. The discussion focused on faith, lead-
ership, shared heritage, and common values in a
time of global conflict. Friday afternoon offered a
variety of lectures, receptions, and open houses,
including an exclusive class tour of the new Mann
Library led by Mary Anderson Ochs, the acting di-
rector. Thanks, Mary! Friday evening, we saw first-
hand the major transformation of West Campus: the
U-Halls are gone and in their place are lovely build-
ings like Flora Rose House, the site of our evening
meal. During dinner, we were treated to the pres-
ence of President David J. Skorton, who greatly en-
joyed seeing the surprised reaction of our outgoing
class president, Jeff Berg, ME ’80, MBA ’81, when
presented with a Cornell captain’s chair with an
engraved inscription of thanks from the class. Many
thanks to Jeff Weiss, our incoming class president,
for organizing the purchase of that great gift for
our fearless leader of ten years, Jeff Berg. Tent par-
ties and an ice cream social at class headquarters
rounded out Friday evening. Hilda Fritze-Vomvoris
once again traveled from her home near Zurich,
Switzerland, to attend Reunion and catch up with
friends, especially her Delta Gamma sisters. Hilda
has two daughters, ages 12 and 15. Laura (Day)
’78, MBA ’86, and David Ayers ’80 spent time
with our class and serve as a reminder that it’s fun
to come back to Cornell in “non-reunion” class
years, too. Laura and Dave’s daughter Kathleen
’11 will be a junior this fall in the Hotel school.

Saturday brought the crystal blue skies. At
breakfast, several of us caught up with Gary Munk,
a clinical virologist and one of the swine flu go-
to experts. (Gary ducked out on three TV appear-
ances dealing with swine flu to attend Reunion
Weekend; his publicist said he was at a weekend
“conference,” but we all know better.) We also
found out that Carol (French), MBA ’85, and
Steve Ducommun, JD ’86, live north of Chicago
in Wilmette, IL. Their oldest two children attend
Bates and Hamilton colleges, and their youngest
is a sophomore at New Trier High School, where
Carol is in her fifth year serving as a school board
member. Peggy Goldenhersh Barsky (Los Angeles,
CA) works as a clinical professor at UCLA hospital
and school of medicine. Peggy’s husband Wayne is
an attorney, their son Daniel is a sophomore at
Washington U. in St. Louis, and their daughter
Cate is entering her senior year of high school.

The State of the University address by Presi-
dent Skorton was well attended, informative, and
engaging. A delicious lunch by Dinosaur Bar-B-
Que was served on the Arts Quad and followed by
the class photo. Mingling in the crowd was
Moreno Miller (Cleveland, OH), an independent
contractor in computer programming. Moreno
stressed that he is “old school,” working on main-
frames and using the Mark IV language. Kathleen
Perkins has been in real estate and finance since
leaving college. She has renovated six brownstones

in Ft. Greene, Brooklyn, over the past seven years.
Ken Furry, JD/MBA ’82, works as in-house coun-
sel for a turnaround management consulting firm
based outside NYC. Beth Radow ’78 was back on
campus to participate in planting trees in honor
of Ezra Cornell. Late Saturday afternoon, many fra-
ternities and sororities had open houses. I (Cindy
Ahlgren Shea) caught up with Cindy Estis Green,
Carol French Ducommun, and Deb Heffter, BArch
’81, at KKG. I also heard Zena Saunders, MBA ’81,
was around, but unfortunately missed seeing her.
Cindy Estis has a son who will be a freshman in
the Hotel school this fall. Deb Heffter and hus-
band Russ Cembrinski live in New Jersey with
their four children, ages 15, 13, 10, and 5. Deb
looks forward to launching her youngest son in
kindergarten this fall. Soccer, skiing, and swim-
ming keep their family very busy.

Saturday evening brought a reception and
dinner at Weill Hall on Tower Road between the
Ag Quad and Lynah Rink. We were treated to a
wonderful round of singing by one of Cornell’s
specialty groups. Mary Maxon Grainger, MPS ’87,
then introduced the six Reunion attendees among
our “30 Distinguished Classmates” honored at
this, our 30th Reunion: Cindy Green, Steven
Klosk, Sylvia Ferrell-Jones, Harvey Stenger, Elis-
sa Picozzi Sterry, MS ’80, and Jeff Berg. The class
website has a full description of the contributions
made to society by each of these 30 individuals.
Mary, in her remarks, also noted that every Class
of ’79 graduate, by virtue of being accepted by
Cornell so many years ago, is distinguished in his
or her own right. Thank you, Mary. Also during the
reception hour, Karen Mineo announced the nom-
inated slate of class officers, all of whom were
voted into office by a voice vote loudly affirming
the choices. Thanks, Karen, and again congratu-
lations to new class president Jeff Weiss and all
the other newly elected officers.

Dinner under a large tent with music and
abundant food set the stage for Saturday evening.
During dinner, Matt Witte, BArch ’79, mentioned
that he lives in Laguna Beach, CA, with his wife
and kids. Benjamin, 21, will be a senior this year
at Boston U., Carolyn ’12, 19, will be a sopho-
more in the College of Arts and Sciences, and
Sammy, 16, will be a junior in high school. Matt
still enjoys the good life in Southern California
and is building a second home in Northern Cali-
fornia using Ithaca (LLENROC) stone. Elissa Picozzi
Sterry lives in Houston with husband John. She
is the VP, intermediates for Exxon Mobil Chemical
Co., and in her spare time Elissa enjoys cooking,
wine collecting, and travel. Jacqueline Lutz
Geiger (Palos Verdes, CA) lives with husband Greg
’82 and their children Val, 15, who is active in
volleyball, and Grant, 12, who is easygoing and
active in everything.

Sunday morning found us having more won-
derful Cornell food under the class tent on North
Campus. Mike Accardo, Michael Kokola, and
Celinda Crego all expressed how much fun they
had at Reunion and said they look forward to our
35th! Have a great fall, and be sure to keep send-
ing your news to share! Write to us at: Cyn-
thia Ahlgren Shea, cynthiashea@hotmail.com;
Linda Moses, mosesgurevitch@aol.com; and
Kathy Zappia Gould, rdgould@suscom.net.

c

80 Having waited until the last
minute to get to the column, I
find it frustrating that we don’t

have more classmates on Facebook for real-time
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distribution of all this great news. Get on—it’s
easy! We have a group for the class, “Cornell Class
of 1980,” and are trying to use it for communica-
tions and reconnecting in anticipation of upcom-
ing events such as Homecoming (October 23), Big
Red Hockey in NYC over Thanksgiving weekend,
and, of course, our 30th Reunion, June 10-13,
2010. It’s a great way to reconnect with friends
of the past or meet new friends with whom you
shared the experience of Cornell in the late
1970s—back in the days of what my kids now call
Dinosaur Rock! We have a lot of great notes from
people from around the globe. Thank you, thank
you, thank you for sending in your News Forms.
It gives me a break from the creative writing com-
petition being led by our two pundits of puns and
champions of the entendre, Dik Saalfeld and
Dana Jerrard. So on with your news.

Gregory Gordon (Holland, PA) is a family
physician. His son graduated from Cornell last year
and is a first-year student at Jefferson Medical
College. Greg also has a daughter at the U. of
Maryland and a son in high school. He would like
to reconnect with Tom Spitzer. Sandy Matulonis
Koch sends regards from Reno, NV, where she is the
lead physical therapist at Tahoe Pacific Hospital;
she enjoys wrangling twin sons, 6, and organic gar-
dening. She would like to hear from Mary Clauss
Hogan and Barbara Askew Titterington. My high
school classmate, Laura Verbin Katzman, DVM ’85,
writes from Israel, where she is a small animal vet-
erinarian and misses the ice cream from the Cornell
Dairy Store (don’t we all?). Laura says life is good,
she just wishes the world was a more peaceful place
and humanity was more humane. She would like to
hear from Margaret Buchanan. Annette Kriegel-
Davidoff (Sharon, MA) volunteered as a dentist in
Jerusalem to work on both Israeli and Arab chil-
dren. Michael Millenson is director of hematology
at Fox Chase Cancer Center outside Philadelphia,
where he plays tennis with daughter Marisa and
wife Amy. Michael wonders where Jeff Lindy is
these days. So Jeff Lindy wrote in, too (funny how
that works). Jeff is an attorney in Bala Cynwyd,
PA, and running for election as a judge of the Court
of Common Pleas of Montgomery County, PA, which
is the trial court of general jurisdiction. Check out
his campaign at www.lindyforjudge2009.com.

Still expanding families . . . Wow at 50! Bar-
bara Greene (Chittenango, NY) has expanded her
family with two adoptees from Vietnam, Marly
Noelle, 18 months, has joined her brother Guy
Thomas, 3. Barbara is designing and building an
island home on Grand Bahama Island. We have
to check, as the writing gets hard to read, but it
looks something like a reunion party in the Ba-
hamas in February 2010? Barbara, help us out
here! Doug Wentz (Orlando, FL) reports an ex-
pansion of his family by adoption of a 16-month-
old girl from Moscow. With a baby at our age,
they are glad for the proximity of Disney World
for fun and distraction.

Lawyers, lawyers everywhere . . . Robert
Manfred Jr. (Tarrytown NY) is EVP of labor and

HR counsel for the baseball commissioner—what
he calls the greatest labor relations job in Amer-
ica. Steven ’79, MA ’83, and Jamie Horwitz Fram
are in Haddonfield, NJ, where Jamie has left Pew
Charitable Trusts and now assists other founda-
tions and philanthropic families with legal com-
pliance and grant making. Donna Case Rossato
(Farmington, CT) is a private practice attorney
helping to clean up the mortgage mess. She and
Peter ’79 have moved back east from St Louis.
She would like to hear from Jill Baratz. Mike and
Lucy Avellino McQueeny e-mailed us from Atlanta
with the exciting news that daughter Allison will
join her sister Courtney ’12 in the ILR school.
Younger brother Michael will enter high school in
the fall. Anthony di Filippo (Parish, FL) sends his
regards. He is a Vista lead project organizer and
helps with immigrant law and basic literacy as well

as serving as a law guardian for foster children.
Expanding horizons and activities . . . Kathy

Dixon-Leone (Palm Beach, FL) is re-establishing
her upstate New York roots with a summer home
on Skaneateles Lake, convenient for watching Cor-
nell lax and hockey that she misses very much.
She would like to catch up with Cutty Cleveland
’78. Terry Lowenthal (Stamford, CT) is a legisla-
tive and policy consultant specializing in the cen-
sus and federal statistics when she is not busy
being a skating director and coach. She gets back
to Cornell regularly as a member of the Cornell
University Council and on visits to daughter
Joelle Milton ’11. After raising two teens, Jill
Gosden (Chicago, IL) supports the U. of Chicago
Cancer Research Foundation Women’s Board, the
Northwestern U. Women’s Board, and the Latin
School of Chicago Parents’ Association. Somehow,
after all that, she’s managed to go to India, Viet-
nam, Turkey, and Mexico lately—must have been
for some peace and quiet!

Lori Lata (Glen Oaks, NY) is an artist (full-
time, including extracurricular/after hours), and
also finds time to volunteer at the Jane Barker
Brooklyn Child Advocacy Center helping physical-
ly and sexually abused children. Friends she would
like to reconnect with include Beth Gandler ’78
and Lesley Livingston Silberstein ’78. Also from
the art field, architect/interior designer Philip
Wolfson wrote from London, UK, to let us know
he has moved. Check the Cornell online directory
to find out where (http://www.alumni.cornell.
edu/). Jim and Margo Randall Bittner are farm-
ing in Appleton, NY. Sons David (Purdue ’09) and
Kevin ’04 now work on the farm while Janet ’06
works with Margo at their winery, the Winery at
Marjim Manor. Dawn Fotopulo (New York, NY) is
assistant professor of business at Kings College in
NYC and has had two interviews on MSNBC. She
wonders what happened to David Spellman ’77,
JD ’80. In the why wait department, we heard
from Charles Pevsner (Stamford, CT) that, thanks
to the old Phys Ed requirement, he learned to ice
skate. He is now on a hockey team at a local rink,
and the team won their league’s championship
this season. As icing on the cake, Charlie scored

the winning goal for the final playoff game!
Amazing what you can accomplish after 50!

Check out our calendar of class events on our
Facebook group page (Cornell University Class of
1980). Tim O’Connor, tvo2 @cornell.edu;
Cynthia Addonizio-Bianco, caa28 @cornell.edu;
Leona Barsky, leonabarsky @aol.com; Dik
Saalfeld, rfs25 @cornell.edu; Dana Jerrard,
dej24 @cornell.edu.

c

‘After 30 years, we’re all the EXACT
same people we were back in Ithaca.’Cary Greenfield Forman ’82

81 We hope everyone had a nice sum-
mer and will continue to write in
about travel, work, pleasure, and

50th birthday celebrations! In West Hartford, CT,
John Roche was surprised for his 50th in June by
his wife Laura (Dake) and their three children.
Laura wrote to invitees asking them to write mes-
sages on a Mylar balloon and send them through
the mail. When John arrived at home, he was sur-
prised to see all of them blown up and bobbing
among family and friends—including Pam Bulcroft
Moore and husband Chris, an Ithaca College alum.
Laura still works part-time as an optometrist at
Opticare in Naugatuck, going into her 24th year!
She notes that our classmates might appreciate
the fact that none of her contact lens patients can
read with their contacts anymore! About the birth-
day celebration, Laura wrote, “It was very fun. We
still can party even if we’re getting old—we went
to bed at 2 a.m.!” The previous weekend, John
attended the NCAA lax finals where Cornell was
upset by Syracuse in the last few seconds. Others
at the game include Mark Barmasse ’78, MS ’81,
Dave D’Orlando ’79, Mike Berg, Brian Finneran,
Joe Dervay ’80, and Tony McManus ’80. It turns
out that Mark Barmasse surprised wife Joanne
(Kopsick) in February with an early 50th celebra-
tion at home in East Hampton, CT, with friends
and neighbors. Their children Jana and Andrew
attend Penn State U. majoring in physical therapy
and engineering, respectively. “Barm” works for
Malcolm Pirnie, and Joanne is an elected official
with the East Hampton Board of Education.

Jessica Weill Bibliowicz was honored this
past April with six others at the Girl Scout Coun-
cil of Greater New York 34th Annual Tribute Din-
ner. Among distinguished guests were Michael
Bloomberg, mayor of the City of New York, and
“Inside Edition” anchor Deborah Norville. Fernan-
da Kellogg, the tribute dinner chair, said, ”We are
pleased to pay tribute to seven of New York City’s
finest female leaders and celebrate one of the cen-
tral values of the Girl Scout program, community
service. Our honorees serve as powerful role mod-
els for our 21,000 Girl Scouts for their leadership
and service to the community.” When not involved
in Girl Scouts, Jessica is chairman and CEO of Na-
tional Financial Partners. Edgard Nau (en21@
cornell.edu) has a podiatry practice in NYC limit-
ed to house calls. He enjoys travel, Shotokan
Karate, and membership in the Community Board
in Manhattan; he is also secretary and newsletter
editor of the New York division of the NYS Podi-
atric Medical Association. He has fond memories of
the McGraw Tower chimes and would love to hear
from veterinarian Claire Card, DVM ’86, PhD ’89. 

Michelle Goldstein Dresner, MD ’85 (Boca Ra-
ton, FL) is a staff anesthesiologist at the Outpa-
tient Surgery Center. “I still like jogging, though
my children like to point out how I’ve slowed
down.“ She still has to keep up with husband David
and kids Samuel, 18, and Rebecca, 17. Samuel is
headed to Princeton as a member of the Class of
2013. She still holds out hope that Rebecca might
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join Cornell with the Class of 2014. James Kent
is preparing his older son, John, to join the Cor-
nell Class of 2013 in the College of Engineering.
James has been treasurer of James Wood High
School Touchdown Club, the booster organization
for the varsity team on which his son was a two-
year starter. He is a trader for Washington Gas in
Winchester, VA, has fond memories of freshman
year and Frank Rhodes initiating Fall Break in
1977, and would love to hear from Lisa Seigle
Byrnes. Another new Cornellian is Linsday, daugh-
ter of Lynn Ciolino Boyajian, who will join the
ILR Class of 2013. Lynn, who is thrilled to be
starting Cornell again, is a retired attorney who
enjoys Italian classes, golf, working out, her pets,
and managing her household in New Vernon, NJ.

Eric Sargent (Birmingham, MI) is an ear spe-
cialist and recently chaired a panel on intraoper-
ative facial nerve monitoring at the international
facial nerve meeting in Rome, Italy. In his free time
he enjoys spending time with family, playing clas-
sical guitar, and making cheese. Diane Wishengrad
Wilson is a senior account executive for the JW
Marriott Desert Ridge Resort and Spa in Phoenix,
AZ. She has children Hilary, 19, and Evan, 16. Hi-
lary attends the U. of South Carolina with a ma-
jor in public relations and minor in tourism. Evan
is a junior at Seton Hall Prep and interested in the
music business industry. Diane currently has show
dogs Augie and Duncan, Samoyeds and AKC Cham-
pions, and Marley Mae, who was adopted recent-
ly from a South Carolina shelter—we guess she
dropped off one kid at college and picked up a
sweet pooch on the way home!

This past year Ronald Walsh (rwalsh@ron
walshlaw.com) formed Walsh Law Firm, a solo law
practice, in Cortland, NY, where he lives with wife
Marie. He is entering his second year as NYS As-
sembly Speaker Sheldon Silver’s designee to the
Cornell Board of Trustees, which he says he en-
joys. Ron would love to get in contact with Glenn
Dropkin, MBA ’85. Michael Issenberg (Michael.
Issenberg@accor.com) moved from Sydney, Aus-
tralia, with wife Elizabeth and kids Jacob, 16, and
Rachel, 13, to Singapore this past year. He is
chairman, Asia Pacific, for Accor. He enjoys trav-
eling, keeping up with US sports, wine tasting,
and spending time with his family.

Don’t let us get stale with “old” news. Keep
us posted on events, happenings, joys, or con-
cerns. And join our Cornell Facebook group, “Cor-
nell University Class of 1981 Alumni.” Jennifer
Read Campbell, ronjencam@aol.com; Betsy Sil-
verfine, bsilverfine@comcast.net; and Kathy
Philbin LaShoto, lashoto@rcn.com.

c

Telluride—a far sight better than our old accom-
modations in the U-Halls! What’s amazing is that
after 30 years, we’re all the EXACT same people we
were back in Ithaca. We’ve upgraded our dining
and beverage options from Noyes food and kegs
of beer, but the laughs are still the same.”

Jill Schwartz Rowan and family traveled
north from Tallahassee, FL, to visit Steven Mazlin
’81, BA ’82, and family in Bucks County, PA. Jill
is a forensic psychologist, married, with children
ages 14, 11, and 9. Steve is a neurologist, mar-
ried, with two children. Jill was impressed with
Steve’s ability to maintain the family pool, but
Steve brushed it off, saying, “After all, Jill, I was
a chemistry major at Cornell.” She also got to see
Steve’s backyard rotating dome observatory, where
he produces high-resolution color images of dis-
tant cosmic phenomena (www.fourthdimension
astroimaging.com). The highlight of Jill’s trip was
a brief sojourn into Manhattan, where the deli-
catessen-deprived Rowan clan feasted on mounds
of pastrami at the 2nd Ave Deli.

Mark Stenzler made his European debut in a
starring role in Neil Simon’s Plaza Suite staged by
Upstage, the English Theater of Berne at the The-
ater am Käfigturm in Bern, Switzerland. Mark
played Roy Hubley, whose daughter has locked
herself in the Plaza Hotel bathroom on the occa-
sion of her wedding. It is Roy’s task to do what-
ever is necessary to get her out of the bathroom
and downstairs to her wedding reception. Mark
has also been involved in radio and Web broad-
casting in Europe (www.overseasvoices.com). Jef-
frey Wild reports that he’s been having a blast
going back to North Campus to visit his son
Daniel ’12, who is in Arts and Sciences. Likewise,
Dr. Steven Bailey (Jersey City, NJ) is proud to
announce that daughter Therese ’13 will attend
CALS as a Biology or Animal Science major. “She
is looking at vet school or med school.”

Alyson Nelson (Teaneck, NJ) is a psycholo-
gist at Columbia U., with private practices in
Manhattan and New Jersey as well. She reports,
“After 14 years of living with my partner Felicia
Olt, we had a beautiful wedding ceremony with
friends, family, and Lucy the dog.” Alyson fondly
remembers the bagels from Collegetown Bagels
and would love to hear from Charles Guzzetta
’83. Also from NYC, Amy Cohen writes, “Where
are you, Heather from Human Ecology?!”

Lynn Levy Senderoff lives in Milford, CT,
with husband Ned. She is a professor of anato-
my and physiology at Norwalk Community Col-
lege and a nutritional consultant at a health food
store. She has a 12-year-old at home and an 18-
year-old at college. She fondly remembers a sum-
mer math semester spent swimming in the gorge.
Richard and Elizabeth Hoare Cowles live in
Storrs, CT; Elizabeth is also a professor, at East-
ern Connecticut State U., where she teaches bi-
ology and biochemistry. Alyssa, 16, plays ice
hockey and Erin attends U. of Minnesota, Twin
Cities. Elizabeth remembers the Living-Learning
Center on the fifth floor of Dickson Hall and
wants to hear from Todd Kelson and Christine
Miller, DVM ’85. William and Mary endowed pro-
fessor Adam Potkay’s book The Story of Joy from
the Bible to Late Romanticism has won the Har-
ry Levin Prize of the American Comparative Lit-
erature Association for Best Book in Literary
Criticism 2006-08. He remembers rock music at
the Haunt, “somewhere downtown.”

Jennifer Gardiner Liguori writes, “Early this
year I started as junior tennis coordinator for
Northwest Arkansas for the US Tennis Association.

I designed and directed the inaugural season of
Junior Team Tennis here, with 26 teams and 206
players! I am assisting communities in building
tennis courts. I help PE programs incorporate ten-
nis into the in-school curriculum, and we are
starting after-school tennis programs for elemen-
tary school children. I would love to hear if any-
one knows any Cornell alums who live in Arkansas.
In my spare time I am developing a free income
tax preparation service for low-income taxpayers
in Northwest Arkansas. Son Stephen, a recent high
school graduate, is the top junior road cyclist in
Arkansas and a category-2 rider; he competes in-
ternationally and will ride for Clemson U. this fall.
Tom is a senior at Georgetown U., and Beth at-
tends St. Petersburg College in Florida.”

Nancy Boyle Rudgers (Ballston Lake, NY)
works for ComputerWorks, where she does techni-
cal support for their InterTrac product that is used
in many places but most notably in 18 US Senate
offices. After hours she is a member of the Ball-
ston Lake EMS and goes to dog shows. Her fond-
est Cornell memory is watching Luke and Laura on
“General Hospital” in the Tri-Delt tube room! A
passion for saving the native beauty, understory,
and wildflowers of the Connecticut area by edu-
cating the public on the dangers of invasive plants
and giving people knowledge on how to identify
and control them and plant native alternatives
has kept Sharon Epstein busy during her two-
year term as president of the Garden Club of Red-
ding, CT (see www.reddinggardenclub.org). Retired
attorney Rebecca Hamilton of Dallas, TX, spends
her time renovating her home and landscaping
her property, and she is also writing a book. She
is married to Allan King, PhD ’72, and would love
to hear from Anne Marie Mizel. Attorney Amy
Gallent lives in West Hartford, CT, with husband
Randy Jacobs. She meets with prospective Cornell
students as part of the Cornell Alumni Admissions
Ambassador Network, and has kept in touch with
Gail Schmertz Kerner, Tory Every, Lori Schreiber
Kirschner, and Deborah Sopher Matson, MBA ’87.

Fun part of the “job”: I was able to put Clara
Dickson Hall Transfer Center folks Lorraine Mar-
golies and Holly Alwyn Werner in touch with
each other. Lorraine lives in Thorndale, PA, and
is a nurse (RN, BSN) working with mentally ill
veterans. Holly lives with husband Ted in Mante-
ca, CA, and is a research administrator for UC
Merced. More news to report in the next issue!

Mark Fernau, mef29@cornell.edu; Douglas
Skalka, dskalka@npmlaw.com; Steven Crump,
spc25@cornell.edu.

c

82 Cary Greenfield Forman, a bank-
er at Sovereign/Santander, re-
ports, “I’ve followed everyone

else’s news for the last 27 years, so now it’s my
turn: Following on a blind date in 1987, husband
Bruce and I will celebrate our 20th anniversary
this summer. We have lived in Sudbury, MA, since
1990 and keep busy raising Ben, 16, and Sam, 13.
After another year of juggling work and three
straight seasons of football, basketball, and
lacrosse/baseball, including one championship vic-
tory, I was totally psyched to take off and meet
up with my Cornell buds from freshman year—
Cindy Anderson, June Bouscaren, Lisa Scirri Di-
gate, Janet Harman, Denise Sterthous Milde, Liz
Mailhot, Clare Britton Pelham, and Lisa Weinberg
Kohn. We started our getaways after having so
much fun at our 20th Reunion. This summer was

83 With the crisp smell of autumn
in the air, it’s time to step back
for a moment and savor the end

of summer. It’s also a time to get psyched for
things ahead. Many of you have sent in news
about the exciting things you’ve been doing. Dun-
can Huyler (Marlboro, NY; duncanhuyler@yahoo.
com) and wife Erica (Nichols) ’82 were elected to
the board of directors of the Friends of Karen, for
families with a child devastated by a life-threat-
ening illness. Duncan is CFO at Global Capital LLC
and serves on the board of directors of the Hedge
Fund Business Operations Association. He’s also a
founding member of the Children’s Cancer Research
Fund of New York Medical College and is an avid
polo competitor. Erica has been president and
owner of Angel View Farm, a 30-acre equestrian
facility, since 1996. Their sons Garrett ’09 and
Connor ’11 also enrolled in the Ag college.
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Barney Gallassio (Tappan, NJ; barney_
gallassio@medco.com) is VP of member advoca-
cy for Medco. Outside of work, Barney keeps busy
with activities that include all things “spelling.”
He’s the pronouncer of words in the Northern
New Jersey Bees and also keeps busy traveling
and sampling restaurants for his food and restau-
rant website, www.undercoverconcierge.com. Eric
Lee (boss@meridiansouthern.com) and wife Lori
are in Syracuse, NY. Eric is president and CEO of
Meridian Southern Railway, VP and general coun-
sel for three other short-line railroads, and a
member of the board of the American Shortline
and Regional Railroad Association. Although he
spends much of his time traveling, he also de-
votes time to the Solvay Volunteer Fire Dept. and
his daughters’ many interests. 

Katherine Heil Hamilton (khamilton@grid
wise.org) and hubby David live in Arlington, VA.
Katherine is president of Gridwise Alliance (an 80-
member coalition of companies advocating for a
smarter grid for the public good). The Hamiltons
have one child in high school, one in college, and
two in elementary school, which keeps them quite
busy. Diane Dillon (ddillon@oswego.edu) is the
head coach of women’s ice hockey at SUNY Os-
wego. She lives in Oswego with her spouse, Dawn
Robinson. John Davis (jdavis@email.smith.edu)
is the associate provost and dean for academic
development at Smith College in Northampton,
MA. Robert Smith (Irvington, NY; monkfanrob@
yahoo.com) is a psychiatrist by day and a musi-
cian and basketball coach “after hours.” Penny
Nemzer, DVM ’87 (vetmom28@aol.com) and hub-
by Dan Taitz, JD ’86, are in Rye Brook, NY. Penny
is a part-time veterinarian and full-time mom. Their
son finished his second year at Georgetown U. and
their daughter was accepted at Oberlin College. 

Jennifer Pullano (Mt. Pleasant, SC; drjen
nifer@LetsSimplify.com) is a family physician in
solo practice. She enjoys Pilates, spinning, and
Facebook, and spending time with her significant
other, Phillipe, a French chef. Ralph Russek
(Russekjr@aol.com) is senior manager at the Pid-
cock Company, which provides civil engineering
and architectural project management. He and wife
Dawn keep busy in Orefield, PA, launching their
two children, daughter Erin, 20, and son, Erik, 17.
Ralph recovered from gall bladder surgery and
avidly follows Cornell wrestling, hockey, and bas-
ketball. Carol McIntosh, MD ’87, (cmcmd@aol.
com) is medical director of Carriacou Health Ser-
vices in Grenada and was recently made an Officer
of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire
by the Queen of England. Very exciting! 

James Prout (jeprout@aol.com) is a part-
ner in the law firm of Martin, Schudt, Wallace,
DiLorenzo and Johnson in Troy, NY, and involved
with several local not-for-profits. He has been on
the board of trustees of the Sage Colleges and is
chairman of the board of the Northeast Health
Foundation. This past summer, James and wife
Wendy Sue attended Cornell’s Adult University
(CAU) for the third time. Their daughter Olivia
is a sophomore at Cornell; her sister Elissa is a
senior in high school. Maureen Saunders, DVM
’87 (Nyack, NY) runs two vet offices. She is the
owner of Cat Care Clinic and Spring Valley Ani-
mal Hospital. Andrea Parks Bare (abare@umich.
edu) is principal of the bioStrategies Group. She
keeps busy as the parent of middle school girls
Fiona and Colette, and also serves on church ad-
ministration in Ellyn, IL. Andrea enjoyed a visit
from Karen Rosen Stetler and her daughter
Sasha, who live in Los Angeles, CA. Kristin

Bowser Liautrakul and husband Nawarat are in
Sterling, VA. Kristin is a federal civil servant busy
with Arabic and Islamic studies.

Lorena Lewison Blonsky (Highland Park, IL;
lorena@LMBAssociates.com) has completed sev-
en triathlons over the past five years. She is pres-
ident of LMB Associates, a Chicago-area search
firm specializing in the recruitment of information
technology professionals, a member and former
president of the U. of Chicago Women’s Business
Group, on the national steering committee of the
Joint Action Committee on Political Affairs, and
immediate past president of Congregation B’nai
Torah. She also serves on the board for Southeast
Lake County Faith in Action and is a member of
the Executives’ Club of Chicago. Lorena and hub-
by Adam recently celebrated their 26th wedding
anniversary. Their daughter, Heather, is at Tufts
U.; son Michael is in high school. 

Christopher Hudson, MEE ’85 (chris.hudson@
intelsat.com) is director of engineering, new prod-
uct development at Intelsat, focusing on commer-
cial satellite communications, Internet, and cellular
tower connectivity in Africa. He has two boys, 10
and 12, and keeps busy with Cub Scouts and Boy
Scouts. Christopher meets every three years for a
reunion in Acadia, ME, with his Cornell friends.
Paul Rooney (cheryl-r-rooney@comcast.net) is
senior vice president and regional manager of
Gilbane in Norcross, GA. Paul enjoys spending free
time with wife Cheryl and their children. He en-
joys traveling, flying, playing tennis, and working
on his golf game. David Blanco (dblanco48331@
ameritech.net), director of sales and marketing at
Rineer Hydraulics, enjoys fitness, basketball, golf,
and softball. He and his family are in the throes
of relocating from Kalamazoo, MI, to San Antonio,
TX. Ruth Yagle O’Connor (ruthless@optonline.net)
is an attorney at Cullen and Dykman in Garden
City, NY, where she does real estate litigation. Af-
ter work, Ruth and hubby Gerard keep busy cart-
ing their three kids to soccer, lacrosse, hockey,
and baseball activities. Marti Reisman Sheldon
(mrsonline@verizon.net) is a Boeing SW process
engineer. She and husband Mark, MME ’85, live
in Huntington Beach, CA.

Desiree Elsevier (dce2@cornell.edu) plays vi-
ola in the Metropolitan Opera and also serves as
assistant orchestra manager. When not involved
in music, Desiree is busy being a mom to her two
teenagers, reading, doing triathlons, and knitting.
She and husband Patrick Milando live in Sparkill,
NY. Michael Rusinko (mrusinko@rochester.rr.
com) and wife Carol Chester live in the greater
Rochester area. Michael is assistant vice president
and branch manager at Five Star Bank in Gene-
va, NY. Bryan Clark (bclarkdo@gmail.com) is an
emergency medicine physician at Richmond Vir-
ginia HCA Hospitals and VCUHS-MCU Hospital.
During his free time he enjoys tennis, sailing, and
skiing. Kathi Krause Berman, MBA ’85 (San Fran-
cisco, CA; kkb8@cornell.edu) is director at Pacif-
ic Gas and Electric. In her off hours, she squeezes
in some running for herself after she runs around
transporting her children, 7 and 14, to dance,
soccer, scouts, track, and theatre activities.

That’s all the news we can fit this time
around! Don’t forget to save the date for Red Hot
Hockey at Madison Square Garden in NYC on No-
vember 28. Details available at www.alumni.
cornell.edu and our class website, http://class
of83.alumni.cornell.edu. In the meantime, keep
the news coming! Lynn Buffamante Schwarz,
LB325@cornell.edu; Alyssa Bickler, cousin
alyssa@yahoo.com.

c

84 Reunion was a blast! Many
thanks go to Catherine “Kitty”
Cantwell, Janet Insardi, and

Carol Leister, who organized every class event,
registration, and, of course, the great jackets we
all took home! Our fundraising efforts were a
huge success as well, and thanks for that effort
goes to Christine Miller Whaley, MBA ’89, and
Scott Andersen, as well as many others behind
the scenes who made phone calls, took people to
lunch, etc. Our 25th Reunion headquarters was
the new-to-us West Campus Hans Bethe House.
A dorm built for upperclassmen, Bethe has air
conditioning in all of the public spaces and its
very own dining hall on the lowest level. It was
a great place to stay, to hang out, and to find
other attendees.

There was a changing of the guard at Reunion
also. Terri Port McClellan has completed 25 years
of service as our class president! She has handled
responsibilities related to reunions, homecomings,
fundraising, correspondence, and more for the en-
tire time that we have been alumni! We thanked
Terri at our Saturday night dinner, but individual
thanks are always welcome! The incoming officers
of the Class of 1984 are: president Lindsay Liotta
Forness, VP Carol Leister, treasurer Oscar Abello, re-
union co-chairs Ellen Strauss Friedman and Joanne
Restivo Jensen, Cornell Annual Fund reps Christine
Miller Whaley and Scott Anderson, and class cor-
respondents Karla Sievers McManus and Janet In-
sardi. Terri Port McClellan, Linda Zell Randall, and
Kitty Cantwell are members of our class council
who have offered to help as the need arises.

Heidi Hornik-Parsons writes: “My family and
I go to Florence, Italy, where we have an apart-
ment, every summer for research. The boys go to
camp there and my husband and I research in
the archives and libraries.” Heidi is a professor
of art history, specializing in Italian renaissance
and baroque art. Deborah Landsman Parker lives
in the San Francisco Bay Area and manages on-
line advertising for Fox Entertainment. She has
children Jake, 8, and Paige, 7. She was sorry not
to attend reunion due to moving to a new house
that weekend, but wishes she could see every-
one. She has a Facebook profile now and would
love to hear from fellow Cornellians.

Debbie Goldman Weis’s son Jason celebrat-
ed his bar mitzvah on May 9. The Weis offspring’s
sports commitments prevented Debbie and her
family from attending reunion this year. Ken
Yanagisawa (Woodbridge, CT; dockeny@yahoo.
com) is an otolaryngologist with Southern New
England Ear, Nose, Throat & Facial Plastic Surgery
Group. He also fills in as the computer special-
ist/timer for swim meets hosted by the Wood-
bridge Aquatic Club (wife Julia is president of the
club), as photographer for the Yale softball team
(daughter Katie plays on team), and preparing son
Michael to attend Brown as a freshman next year.
He also attends and participates in the many ac-
tivities of sons Mark, 16, Jonathan, 13, and Kevin,
8. [Ed. note: In case you weren’t paying atten-
tion—that’s five kids!] Ken was appointed section
chief of otolaryngology, Hospital of St. Raphael,
New Haven, CT, is the secretary/treasurer of the
Connecticut ENT society, and is also the state’s
ENT physician representative to the Medicare Car-
rier Advisory Committee. Ken’s memory of Cornell:
relaxing with friends on the Quad, at Stewart Park,
or at the local “all you can eat” Friday night fish
fry. Ken also enjoys working as a Cornell alumni
admissions ambassador, as well as a volunteer for
the Class of ‘84 reunion participation committee. 
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Penn State U. hospitality professor John
O’Neill received a grant with a former doctoral stu-
dent from the Hong Kong Polytechnic U. to study
strategy in the Chinese hotel industry—his first
trip to the country—as we have in the US. He will
be in China for a good portion of the summer.
Brett Tollman runs a small boutique hotel group
(www.redcarnation.com) and a travel company that
operates boutique river cruises (www.uniworld.
com) and operates escorted tours in Europe, North
America, the South Pacific, and more. The Tollman
family has been in London now for almost two
years. The two older kids are at the American
School in St John’s Wood. Brett is in touch with
Jim Erlacher (James.Erlacher@jumeirah.com),
who works now with Jumeirah Hotels.

Becky and Luke Scrivanich are getting set-
tled in Northern California, after 20 years on the
East Coast, this time with five children in tow.
Luke is VP/general manager of the JDSU Flex
Products Group. Bill and Alicia Lawless Nolan
have two 14-year-olds in lots of activities and are
constantly traveling—it’s rare that the four of
them are in the same state on any given week-
end. Tom Kellerhoff says: “Cannot believe it has
been 25 years already!” Nat Walker (ntydrd@
comcast.net; Burlington, CT) is a project execu-
tive for Paul Dinto Electrical Contractors and
spends ‘after hours’ as a Boy Scout leader and
fishing club member, and collecting/tasting wine.
On May 31, he married Liane Simpson of Bristol,
CT. Recently, he has been a volunteer leading a
project through design, bidding, and soon con-
struction on an addition to the Burlington His-
torical Society. Nat’s strongest memories of Cornell
are from living in, restoring, and socializing at
Theta Delta Chi.

Han Chiu (formerly Han None) (La Jolla, CA;
han@cmxcapital.com) is a managing partner at
CMX Capital LLC and enjoys biking, running, and
spending time with the children. He has recent-
ly been consulting for an ophthalmic company.
Han most remembers Cornell for “meeting my wife
and swimming in the gorge.” Deke Kastner is ac-
tive on Facebook, living in California, and doting
on his daughters. Chow Ng (Yonkers, NY) prac-
tices medicine at the Brooklyn V.A. Medical Cen-
ter in physical medicine and rehabilitation. Chow
and husband Terry welcomed twins Penelope and
Jason in April 2007. Chow’s fondest memories of
Cornell are of bicycling around the grounds and
nearby parks. John Kinyon is the senior pastor
of the Cornerstone Presbyterian Church in Coop-
ersburg, PA. After hours activities include Rotary,
member of the board of Camp Haycock, and tenor
in the Bethlehem Bach Choir.

Rosita Brailovsky-Fine (Newton, MA) and
husband Steven Fine, MD ’86, have two teenage
children. Rosita does nonprofit development work,
primarily in higher education. She also runs her
own design firm. Rosita’s best memory of Cornell
is the beautiful fall foliage. She would love to hear
from Sara Horowitz and Jon Fisse. Bobby Dolan
is a senior research scientist in education tech-
nology and lives in Leverett, MA, with wife Lori
Lynn Hoffer. He really enjoyed the Outing Club at
Cornell and the friends he made while on campus.
Adrienne Bell Podell and husband Scott are busy
with children Aaron, Laine, and Jake, all teenagers
or almost there. Adrienne is a psychotherapist in
private practice and stays in close contact with
Vicki Seiden Sherman, Jeff and Beth Marshall
Marfurt, and Laura Beckwith Diehl. Adrienne
says, “We are all still very close and the relation-
ships have only grown over the last 25 years. I’ll

never meet friends like that again!” Lindsay
Liotta Forness,fornesszone@aol.com; Janet In-
sardi, insardij@hotmail.com. Class website,
http://classof84.alumni.cornell.edu.

c photographers in NYC. Jacqueline also just pub-
lished her first book, Wedding Photography Unveiled:
Inspiration and Insight from 20 Photographers. She,
as do we all, wishes she were on a beach writing
her next book, and fondly remembers hanging out
at the Statler doing “facetime.” Jacqueline would
love to hear from Tierney Kennedy DeLude ’87
and Eric Suss ’86. Tammy Daniels is up in Platts-
burgh, NY. She is married to Maurice, working as
a stock clerk at a pharmaceutical company by day,
and going back to school for a degree in English
lit with a minor in cultural anthropology. Tammy
also keeps busy with reading, writing, sewing,
crocheting, knitting, cross-stitching, snowshoe-
ing, picking wild berries, and exploring nature.
(When do you have time to go to school?!) Tam-
my is hoping to hear from Erik Dorfman ’88.

Ellen Baum Rabinowitz is an SAT, GRE,
GMAT, and LSAT tutor. She spends free time with
husband Lloyd, walking, and volunteering at her
children’s schools and the synagogue and often
wishes she were relaxing by a pool. Ellen misses
her SDT sorority sisters. Liz McKersie, out in San
Francisco, is in financial operations-consulting
and specializes in QuickBooks. Find her at www.
alphaquickbooks.com. She spends her free time
walking her four dogs and swimming and has just
finished remodeling her home.

Sandie Hershberger Berger stays busy with
husband Larry, PhD ’86, and getting her chil-
dren Julie, 12, and Alex, 8, to all their activities.
The Berger family has recently moved to the Twin
Cities after 21 years in the Delaware/Pennsylva-
nia area. Thankfully the Ithaca winters prepared
them for Minnesota. Valisha Graves is executive
director at Morgan Stanley as part of IDEAS (In-
novative, Data, Environment, Analytics, and Sys-
tems) as product manager for financial analytics
technology applications. I think that is a run-on
sentence, but Valisha seems to have quite the ti-
tle going! Eileen Bartol Rust is a busy mom to
5-year-old Genevieve and GM of the Bartol-Rust
family and home. She is enjoying yoga and golf
while trying to sell her house in Sweden in order
to move to New Delhi, India, for two years. She
is looking for friends from Donlon: Lois, Leora,
Mike, Greg, Doug, and Charlie Monteiro.

In closing, you will note that I relayed info
from all the females that replied. Leslie will get
the male contingency update next issue, as well as
any other alumni that send in news. Reunion is
coming up next June and I’m sure we will all re-
ceive information soon. So make your plane reser-
vations, hold those dorm rooms or hotel rooms,
and get back in touch with classmates so we can
have a great turnout. In the meantime, enjoy
your time with your families and friends, know
that each day we have is special and important,
and if there’s any news you want to tell, an old
friend you want to talk to or make amends with,
or a life lesson you want to share, please send it
to: Joyce Zelkowitz Cornett, cornett0667@
comcast.net; or Leslie Nydick, LNydick@aol.com.
See you on campus in June 2010!

c

85 It’s mid-June as I write this col-
umn, and today my 8-year-old
son and I hit the “lake shore” of

Lake Lanier here in Georgia. It’s quite different to
me than the eastern shoreline in New Jersey or
Florida, but for him, it’s sand and water—and
whenever the boats fly by, there are even waves,
so it’s a beach. It never ceases to amaze me how
children can find the fun and best in anything
while as an adult, we over-analyze everything. We
had a fun day, though, while my husband did
work around the house. Summer brings projects
we never even knew we had.

We’ve planted a Victory Garden, as my moth-
er calls it. History lesson: Back during the world
wars, people planted vegetable, herb, and flower
gardens for the war effort, to ease public need
for produce and as a morale booster. It WORKS!
I mean, my family and I are having so much fun
growing our own food! Seeing the cycle of seed
to sapling to fruit-bearing plant is truly a re-
warding experience. I’m bursting with pride see-
ing tomatoes, peppers, and herbs overtaking my
back yard. The First Lady, too, has planted a veg-
etable garden at the White House, and with the
whole country going green, contributing to this
effort seems a must!

With a great response from our News and
Dues mailing, I have taken half the news “that’s
fit to print” and will forward the rest on to fel-
low correspondent Leslie Nydick.

The Doynos have sent in news—all the way
from Tokyo, Japan. Seems Judy Marlinski Doyno
is head of product management/executive direc-
tor for Fidelity Japan, and husband Dave owns a
private commercial real estate firm, Miyako Jisho.
Both are busy raising daughters Abbey, 15, and
Jenna, 12, playing competitive soccer (Dave), and
attending a gourmet cooking club (Judy). The
family continues to travel and explore their
“homeland” of Asia, recalling the wonderful par-
ties and concerts and meeting one another at
Cornell. Diana Lands Nathanson writes from Cal-
ifornia. She is in interior design, both residential
and commercial, and is busy with children Olina,
16, Nick, 15, and Charlie, 12. Diana has taken her
daughter on college tours, including Cornell, and
realized how cold it actually could be in April in
Ithaca—but still what a beautiful campus Cornell
always is, in any weather.

Carolyn Hargraves Cassidy is a busy home-
maker/chauffeur/dog-walker, all while working to
open her own home inspection business later this
year. Recently Carolyn hosted a Kappa Kappa
Gamma reunion in Westhampton, NY, with Anne
Milmoe Trachtenberg, Debbie Gelfand Campbell,
Heather Suggitt-Scaturo, Carolyn Alexander
Collins, and Kim Emerson Thorsteinson. Carolyn is
happy to report that a good time was had by all
and that no one has changed a bit (of course not!).
All Kappas are looking forward to reunion in 2010.
All, too, are very concerned about Valerie du
Laney, who is officially missing: a website for miss-
ing adults is where Valerie’s pic and information are
posted. She has been missing for some time, and
anyone with any information should contact au-
thorities. Her family and friends are very concerned.

Jacqueline Tobin is the deputy editor of
Photo District News, a magazine for professional

86 Nick Stamatakos, now an as-
tronomer at the US Naval Obser-
vatory in Washington, DC, wrote

that the thing he remembers most fondly about
Cornell is “how beautiful it is.” I can attest to this,
having recently attended the 25th Reunion of my
husband, Steve Howell ’84, with our teenagers
Olivia, 16, and Jake, 13. It was our kids’ first time
visiting campus, and seeing it through their eyes
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I was reminded that, in spite of many changes on
campus, the one thing that is timeless is its
breathtaking beauty. Our children were awestruck
by the gorges, the views of Cayuga Lake, the local
parks and waterfalls, and the many beautiful paths
and bridges that cut through the campus.

Though it was not our reunion year, I did en-
joy catching up with some ’86ers, including class
president Michael Wagner and reunion chair Dina
Lewisohn Shaw. They were there taking notes and
making plans for our 25th Reunion in two years. I
was amused to see Kahssey Groos Augenstein and
husband Don ’84, MS ’85, brave chilly waters and
slide down some gorges—a nice break from tend-
ing to their four kids, ranging in age from 10 to
16, back home. Emily Sawers Berlinghof might re-
late to this, as she wrote that what she remembers
most about Cornell is convincing Lisa More Bien-
stock ’87 that scuba diving in Cayuga Lake was
just like in the Caribbean. Emily and husband Todd
’85 live in Northfield, IL, with their children ages
16, 14, and 11. Emily works as a strategic mar-
keting consultant, while studying to become LEED
certified. She hopes to merge her marketing and
architecture skills into a career in a recently de-
veloped, cutting-edge environmental technology.

I understand that the NCAA lacrosse finals,
held near Boston in May, were also the site of a
reunion of sorts. Pete and Liz Kallenbach Bell ’87
attended with their kids Tyler, 16, Derek, 15, and
Avery, 10. While there, they enjoyed visiting with
Tim Smith and wife Kathy. Pete and Liz live in New
Jersey, and Pete reports that he is “still working
for Autism Speaks, looking for the elusive cure.”

Speaking of becoming LEED certified, archi-
tect Roger van Loveren (Bedford, NY) has organ-
ized an energy symposium for architects studying
for the LEED exam. Roger is on the board of the
Westchester/Mid-Hudson American Inst. of Archi-
tects, and is involved with his local school’s sus-
tainability committee. In his free time, Roger
plays soccer with a 40-plus team and enjoys or-
ganizing the US Sailing Youth Championship at his
yacht club. Another classmate proactively pursuing
a more sustainable Earth is Irene Molnar Wrenner,
who was elected chair of her town’s select board.
Her vision is for her town of Essex, VT, to be “lean
and green” and economically/environmentally sus-
tainable. Irene loves living in Vermont with hus-
band Kevin and their daughter, 11, and son, 8.
Paul Scott might find all of this interesting as
he is a high school science teacher who recent-
ly took his students to the Grand Canyon to learn
the geology of Arizona. Paul and wife Anoush
(Koroghlian) live in Burnt Hills, NY. Anoush is
general counsel at Glen Falls Hospital.

Other classmates practicing law include Lau-
ra Pitta Peter, with Global General Counsel in San
Francisco. Laura reports that she has reunited on
Facebook with her housemates from the Inter-
national Living Center. Stacey Davidson Blecher
is at JPMorgan Chase in Manhattan, where she’s
been in-house employment counsel for 16-plus
years. Stacey and husband Jamie welcomed their
third child, Jacob, in October ’08. He joins big
brother Hayden, 7, and big sister Sydney, 4.
Stacey remains very active in CAAAN, co-chairing
committee number 25 (Stuyvesant High School).
Stacey would love to hear from Edith Shapiro
Sitrin ’85. April Mosby, ME ’87 (Princeton, NJ)
writes that she is a patent attorney. Lisa Wallach
Mandelblatt is using her law degree in a different
way—after spending the last 16-1/2 years as a
stay-at-home mom, she has returned to the work-
force as a substitute teacher, where she says she

gets to apply all she learned in law school: “Con-
tract disputes, negotiations, torts, civil rights, it’s
all part of the job.” Lisa and husband Gary cele-
brated their 20th anniversary and their kids are
a freshman and senior in high school.

Several of our classmates took advantage of
the exciting trips through the off-campus study
tours offered by Cornell’s Adult University (CAU).
In December Susan Greenberg Bralower and Su-
san Hirsch Levy Cantor traveled on the Panama
Family Adventure. At the same time, Bonnie Rat-
tner Klugman and her family were on the Patag-
onia Family Expedition. In October ’08 Vincent
Ascrizzi, MD ’90, attended Assateague, and Scott
Hunter, PhD ’00, and wife Patricia Sopp ’85 at-
tended Mohonk.

Pamela Dressler writes that she reads a lot
of travel books about Africa—and dreams of such
adventures. Pamela lives in Eureka, CA, where she
is general manager at Cypress Grove Chevre, mak-
ers of artisan goat cheeses. When not working, she
enjoys taking care of her “ark”—two girls, two
dogs, two cats, and one hamster. Another animal
lover is Wendy Behm, a small animal veterinari-
an in Leesburg, VA. Like Pamela, Wendy and hus-
band Robert spend their free time caring for two
children and myriad horses, dogs, cats, and birds.
Wendy would love to hear from Karen Gryson.

From around the world comes news from Ellen
Lederman, who lives in Switzerland with husband
Thomas LeFevre. Ellen is CFO at a private equity
firm and enjoys skiing and biking after hours.
Ellen’s favorite Cornell memories include cookies
at the Straight and the Fishbowl. Ellen enjoys see-
ing Cornell friends at the holidays. At Christmas
she visited with Nigel and Ellen Vandenbrink
de’Ath, and at Easter she saw Alison Washington
Wheaton. Stephanie Robinson writes that she
looks forward to an upcoming international expe-
rience when she travels with her Sweet Adelines
Chorus (a singing barbershop group) to the inter-
national contest in Seattle, WA. Her group, which
just won their regional competition, will compete
against 30 choruses from around the world.

Send us your news from around the world, or
catch up with us on Facebook by joining the Cor-
nell University Class of ’86 group. Susan Selig-
sohn Howell, susancornell86@comcast.net; and
Laura Nieboer Hine, lauracornell86@sbcglobal.net.

c

Company No. 1. She also did her first (and she sus-
pects only) triathlon. Sarah would love to get back
in touch with Jim Whelan ’86 and Chris Gaechter
’85. Thomas Frederick (Fort Collins, CO) writes,
“I’m now involved in acoustic engineering through
PerformanceAcousticsLabs.com. We serve the ex-
clusive end of the stereophile market. You can’t be-
lieve how good a system sounds after the acoustics
of a room have been corrected!” Emad Khalil is a
partner in the Singapore office of the law firm Gib-
son, Dunn & Crutcher LLP. He has been traveling
a lot as of late, for both business and pleasure, but
notes that he’d rather be back living in New York.

Radiologist Greg Bortoff (Raleigh, NC) and
wife Amy are busy raising kids, wishing they had
a bit more time to golf or go on a cruise. Greg
would like to reconnect with Stephen Lee and
Chris Pazienza. Solomon Karmel (Redmond, WA)
is a financial planner and branch manager at First
Allied Securities. Sol has two kids, 12 and 9, and
spends his free time playing classical piano when
he isn’t “wrestling with the little rascals.” He also
enjoys hiking when it isn’t raining in Seattle, and
looks forward to this summer when he will visit
Upstate New York for the first time in several
years. Amit Batabyal (Rochester, NY) is the Arthur
J. Gosnell professor of economics at the Rochester
Inst. of Technology. He enjoys reading nonfiction,
eating out, and hanging out with his family. He
mentions that he made a two-week trip to Mel-
bourne, Australia, where he was a visiting schol-
ar at Deakin U. As to what he’d rather be doing
now, he notes, “What I am, in fact, doing right
now.” Lisa Glickstein, PhD ’93, reports that she
and husband Jerry Hagler, PhD ’93, are still dorm
parents at Phillips Andover Academy, living in
“America House.” Triplets Alexia, Samantha, and
Michaela, 11, are headed to middle school. Lisa
works as a grants coordinator in the Andover, MA,
school system and spends a few hours per month
as a consultant in medicine at Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital in Boston. Lisa misses the eclectic
movies at Cornell Cinema.

Michael Orsini (Somerset, NJ) works as a
pharmaceutical researcher and spends most of his
free time with his kids’ activities and municipal
politics. He most misses walks through the Plan-
tations in spring and would love to reconnect
with Matthew White. Dolores Ann “Hi-Dee”
Roeder, DVM ’87, owns Roeder’s Ark, a veterinary
hospital in Otisville, NY, that emphasizes animal
shelter work and serves New York, New Jersey,
and Pennsylvania. She spends her remaining free
time expanding and renovating the building
housing her business, a former dairy barn.

From Shannon Carney: “We just hosted our
seventh Wind River Cancer Wellness Retreat, a
mountain getaway where participants escape
from the pressures of cancer by relaxing by our
babbling creek and learn various stress reduction
techniques. These retreats are offered to partici-
pants FREE of charge and include nationwide par-
ticipants and support. The program is funded
through individual and business sponsors to our
501(c)(3) nonprofit. We live in the peace and qui-
et of the foothills of western North Carolina. I’d
love to hear from others working in the wellness
space, whether cancer or non-cancer related! Con-
tact Shannon at Shannon@WindRiverServices.com
or visit www.WindRiverServices.com.

Darrell Butler and wife Jackie (Howell),
MILR ’00, have settled into Orlando, FL, with their
daughter Kai-Lee. He writes: “If you are coming
to see Mickey, give us a call (or catch us on
Facebook).” Darrell continues to provide highly

87 Glad to hear from so many class-
mates this month. Ray Endreny
writes that in September 2008,

he opened Tappan Z Gallery, which features Amer-
ican fine arts and crafts in Tarrytown, NY. Ray has
two boys, 7 and 10, who keep him busy with their
junior sports leagues and homework. Happily, his
family had time to get in lots of skiing over this
past winter, and he expects that this summer will
be packed with baseball, lacrosse, swimming, and
golf. Ray plans to make it to the two new ball-
parks (Yankees and Citi/Mets) this summer as
well. Also in Tarrytown, Eileen Buckley, MBA ’88,
sends word that she is a physics fellow in the
New York City Teaching Fellows program. She also
has time to do some freelance sports journalism
and manuscript writing, but hopes to get back to
pursuing a neuroscience PhD (no funding). She
misses Cornell’s beautiful campus and the
resources of the library system. Eileen wonders
whatever became of Greg Irby ’85.

Sarah Williams Bonnefoi has stopped teach-
ing and has trained to be an EMT. She is now an
active member of the Basking Ridge (NJ) Fire
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recommended training, speeches, and consulting
on diversity, leadership, and work-life integra-
tion. To see more, visit him on LinkedIn or at www.
bg-inc.com/bci. Debra Howard Stern keeps busy
with her kids, works as an instructor at Concordia
College, and is running for city council in her home-
town. Drop her a line at dstern39@yahoo.com.

I would love to give a plug for Lost & Found:
A Memoir of Mothers by Kate St. Vincent Vogl,
in which she recounts the story of being con-
tacted by her birth mother, who located her
through the obituary of Katie’s adoptive moth-
er. When asked what the most rewarding part of
writing this book has been, Katie responded,
“The best part? That’s hard. It’s not that I re-
connected with my birth mother because we had
already reconnected prior to me starting to write
the book. Plus, she’d become a grandmother to
my girls by the time I’d started writing, too. Per-
haps the best part about sharing this book has
been how it’s allowed me to connect with
adoptees, with bereaved adult children, with oth-
er writers (both aspiring and accomplished), and
with all those who’ve played an important role
in my past—from childhood through Cornell and
beyond—and how all our links to old friends
(and new ones) are there if we only make the ef-
fort to reconnect.” Having read the book myself,
I can give it two thumbs up. Check out Katie’s
Web page, www.katevogl.com, or go through
Facebook at Kate St. Vincent Vogl. 

Well, that’s all for now. Continue sending us
your news through the link on our Class of ’87 web-
site (http://classof87.alumni.cornell.edu), through
our Facebook group (Cornell Class of 1987), or by
filling out and mailing those nifty forms Alumni
House sends out when they solicit your dues. 
Heidi Heasley Ford, hhf6@cornell.edu; and
Brenna Frazer McGowan, bfm26@cornell.edu.

c

Company, a securities trading business focusing
on futures, currency, and equity trading. In the
big leagues, Tatia Mays-Russell (North Orange,
NJ) is the CFO of the National Lacrosse League.
Tatia is “getting back into the swing of things”
after a two-and-a-half-year sabbatical from work
during which she spent more time with her chil-
dren Channing Blaise, 9, and Monroe Bailey, 3.

Merih Dagli O’Donoghue lives in western
Maryland with her husband and kids, ages 9, 8, 5,
and 3. Merih stopped working as a family physi-
cian to be a stay-at-home mom, and now that her
youngest is in preschool, she looks forward to re-
turning to her stethoscope in the near future. She
writes that she is glad she chose to stay at home,
in spite of negative criticism and the reactions of
some when finding out she is a “real doctor” and
not “just a mom.” For the record, Merih states
that being a mom is the harder of the two! An-
other hard-working mom is Elizabeth “Mickey”
Shaghalian Vranka (Bronxville, NY). Mickey and
husband Larry ’85 have twin sons Arman and
William, 10, and daughter Alice, 4. Mickey tries
to get together with Jill Oberlander at least once

a month as Alice and Jill’s daughter Samantha are
good friends. Also in Maryland, Bonnie Glick is an
IBM account executive and chauffer of the “Mom
Bus,” taking sons Matthew and Jonathan to vari-
ous sporting events and piano lessons. Bonnie
spent the month of April in Brazil doing pro bono
consulting as part of IBM’s Corporate Service Corps.

Gail Elkin-Scott and husband David live in
New York City, where Gail is an art therapist in
private practice. Earlier in the year Gail had a
piece accepted into a show at the Limner Gallery
in Hudson, NY. Andrew Rose (Boulder, CO) is
also in private practice, as a psychotherapist spe-
cializing in child play therapy and adult trauma
therapy. Andrew also occasionally offers sessions
at ski resorts for the more “athletically minded.”
You can find out more at www.skitherapy.com or
www.wisdomemotions.com.

Scott Beck (Statesboro, GA) lives with wife
Ghajendri Selvaratnam and daughters Annalycia,
13, and Natasha, 11. Scott spends some time “af-
ter hours” coaching his girls’ middle school
Odyssey of the Mind team. A little further south,
Donnell Johnson and Elizabeth (Rodriguez) ’87
marked their 20th wedding anniversary last year.
Donnell is director of portfolio and risk manage-
ment for WhiteStar Advisors LLC, a real estate in-
vestment advisory firm in Boca Raton. Their son
Donnell Jr. was born in the old Tompkins County
Hospital in Ithaca (they call him a “Townie”) and
now studies religion at the U. of Florida; he plans
to apply to Cornell Law. Younger son Christian is
an honor-roll second grader at Tropical Elemen-
tary in Plantation, FL.

Veterinarian and mom Kim Henry (Santa Rosa,
CA) keeps busy outside work doing “mom stuff,”
running, hiking, and training a new dog. Michael
Russo is a co-owner of the Animal Hospital at the

Marketplace in Wellington, FL. Outside the hospi-
tal, Michael occasionally plays volleyball and golf,
trying to stay ahead of his daughter Madison, 9.
Substitute schoolteacher Mildred Curley Druyff
(Clarence Center, NY) enjoys traveling abroad and
gardening. In Erie, PA, ophthalmologist Robert
Haverly is married to Rebecca (Hardner) ’88.

That’s all for now. I hope my slightly droopy-
eyed writing has produced a readable column. Un-
til next time, I wish you peace (and a good night’s
sleep). Steven Tomaselli, st89@cornell.edu;
Brad Mehl, bam62@cornell.edu; and Sharon
Nunan Stemme, sen28@cornell.edu.

c

88 Greetings, classmates! It has
been my great pleasure over the
past seven years to share indi-

rectly in classmates’ lives by reading and passing
on news of happy events: the attainment of
advanced degrees, new and exciting job opportu-
nities, books being published, travels to all cor-
ners of the world, weddings across the country,
and, of course, the exciting news of the birth of
children. In this column, I am very happy to
announce that on May 24, my wife Ann and I
were thrilled to welcome to the world our daugh-
ter and first child, Grace Marie. I like to think of
it as more than a simple coincidence that she was
born on the day of Cornell’s commencement this
year (perhaps Class of 2031 for her?). While start-
ing the adventure of parenthood a little later
than many of my classmates, we’re doing fine and
adjusting to the many changes a child brings into
your life. I like to think of the sleep deprivation
as a happy reminder of my days on the Hill! I
look forward to bringing her to Ithaca for the first
time, likely in 2013 for our 25th Reunion and
hearing her utter those words any Cornell daddy
would be happy to hear: “Go Big Red!”

Steven Gal is not waiting until 2013 to get
back to Ithaca. In fact, he is already there. Steve
and wife Lisa and their family relocated to Itha-
ca from La Jolla, CA, in June. Steve is a visiting
professor at the Johnson School for a year. Prior
to the move, Steve ended a stint as the chair-
man and CEO of ProQuo.com working to stop 70
million pounds of junk mail. Richard Ballew
(Ladera Ranch, CA) is a head trader at RH Trading

89 Way to go, Class of 1989! We set
a record for best turnout ever for
a 20th Reunion, with 416 class-

mates attending and more than 800 total regis-
trants (including family members) at our class
headquarters at Mary Donlon Hall. Clusters of push-
pins on the US wall map showed that classmates
had traveled from Washington, DC, Boston, and
New York City, and other points across the country

to reune on the Hill. Outlying tacks noted Sydney,
Gitmo, Prague, and Zurich, among others. Huge
thanks to the hard-working reunion co-chairs
Carol Borack Copenhaver, Erika Ange, and Debbie
Schaffel, who did an amazing job organizing fun
and tasty events throughout the weekend, and who
have generously re-upped for 2014. The swag was
terrific, too: I proudly broke out my bright red
“Cornell Class of 1989” folding canvas chair on the
first sunny afternoon back here in Vermont. 

Jim Loi e-mailed several weeks before re-
union to give me his scoop: “I’m living in the
Washington, DC, area with my wife, Jennifer, and
children Caitlin, 11, Mackenzie, 9, and Noah, 7.
After active duty service in the Navy and a stint
with an asset management firm in Philadelphia,
I joined the State Dept. in 1995 as a Foreign Ser-
vice officer. Thus far we’ve served overseas in
Beijing, China (2003-07), Pretoria, South Africa
(1998-2000), and Bucharest, Romania (1996-98).
Since returning from Beijing in 2007 I’ve spent a
year at the Center for Strategic and Int’l Studies
(CSIS) as a visiting fellow and since summer 2008
I’ve been on loan to the White House on the Na-
tional Security Council staff as director for Asian
Affairs. The new administration has asked me to
stay so I’ll likely be there until at least summer
2010. Looking forward to reunion and seeing
beautiful Cornell once again.”

Several classmates arrived early to take ad-
vantage of the many reunion activities. Lauren
Hoeflich flew in from Chicago and enjoyed a
leisurely Friday, including what she admitted was
her first-ever visit to the Johnson Art Museum.
Saturday morning, in his State of the University
address, President David Skorton noted that the
addition to the Johnson is one of the few cam-
pus building projects to be given the green light

‘Pamela Dressler is general manager
at Cypress Grove Chevre, makers of
artisan goat cheese.’Susan Seligsohn Howell ’86
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during these economic times. He also drew re-
sounding applause when he announced Cornell’s
intention to focus on its people and pledged that
students matriculating at Cornell with a house-
hold income of less than $60,000 will be able to
graduate debt-free.

The Donlon lobby overflowed Friday evening
as attendees arrived in droves, including Adam
Honig and his wife, Veronica, who brought
adorable 8-month-old Lorenzo from their home
in Jamaica Plain, MA. Pat Levy-Zuckerman and
husband Stuart Zuckerman, MPR ‘94, had a rare
adult weekend, traveling to Cornell without their
5-3/4-year-old triplets. Karen Leshowitz Colon-
na and husband Mark enjoyed the Dinosaur BBQ
Friday night without their babies, twins Susan
and Lucia, born in April. Class VP Shannon Gal-
livan noted that along with Karen, two of their
other former Cornell roommates had babies re-
cently: Erika Ange’s son Max was born May 28,
and Dianne Nersesian McGuire’s son Brendan
was born three weeks before Reunion.

Former College Avenue roommates Seth John-
son, Andy Paterson, and Bryan Decker arrived
heading straight for the beer but looking fit with
plans to run and golf during their Ithaca weekend.
Bryan showed off the two large tattoos he’s added
since turning 40: on one calf a dragon for daugh-
ter Nel (born in 2000, the Chinese year of the drag-
on) and on the other a horse for daughter Pearl
(2002, year of the horse). We reflected that many
of us are rats or goats, and expressed mystification
about how we ended up being 41 or 42 so sud-
denly. Saturday morning, ’89ers turned out en
masse to strut our stuff at the Reunion Run. Our
class was by far the best represented, with 27 fin-
ishers in the five-mile run and seven in the two-
mile. It was an ’89 sweep of the men’s five-mile
race as Adam Engst, Ted Julian, and Will Neaf-
sey finished 1-2-3. I enjoyed meeting up with Ted
and Will and talking running. Ted ran the Boston
Marathon this past spring—only his second
marathon—finishing in a terrific 3:14. Will has 28
marathons under his belt, and he and his wife, Di-
ane (Holynski), ME ’92, who were breakfasting
afterwards at the class tent with their two kids,
laughed about how marathons, rather than golf,
tend to be Will’s weekends with the boys.

Absent from most of the class activities, but
celebrating their own exciting milestone were our
classmates who are Rockledge brothers. The fra-
ternity celebrated its 100th anniversary during
Reunion Weekend, with about 150 brothers pres-
ent, plus many significant others. Attending from
the class of 1989 were Steffen Koehler, Scott
McConnell, MBA ’90, John David, David Bieder-
mann, Mark Bertin, Don Mayer, and Paul
Schulte. I met Paul and his wife, Krista, at the
annual Saturday afternoon Hangovers concert at
the Plantations. It was also a pleasure to see
Julie Holden Pollack from Tarrytown, NY, Elise
Billings Hamann from Rhode Island, Tanya Egan
Gibson from California (Tanya was signing copies
of her first novel—congratulations!—at the Cam-
pus Store while husband Josh walked around
with their two kids), and Martin and Debbie Sil-
verman Shames, who were reminiscing about
when they bought their vintage matching Cornell
sweatshirts. Trevor Steer livened up the week-
end with his colorful Jamaica-wear and joie de
vivre, and classmates Mike and Lauren Kidder
McGarry and their delightful children helped
everyone have a great time as well.

Thank you to all the class officers who served
for the last five years, and to our two wonderful

correspondents Mike McGarry and Lauren Hoeflich,
who will be retiring from their correspondent du-
ties but continuing their Class of 1989 voluntarism
as Class Council members. We welcome those who
have stepped forward into a more active role in
the class. The full slate of officers who will serve
a five-year term until our 25th Reunion in June
2014 is: co-presidents/membership chairs Rob
Chodock and Debbie Schaf-
fel; vice president Shannon
Gallivan; secretary/affinity
chair David Scher; treasurer
Carolyn Day Flowers; Cornell
Annual Fund representative
Scott Kramer; major gifts
committee co-chairs Elise
Billings Hamann and Carolyn
Day Flowers; webmaster/
class historian Trevor Steer;
reunion co-chairs Erika Ange,
Carol Borack Copenhaver,
and Debbie Schaffel; Class
Council members Vaishali
Trivedi Bhatt, John Dunn,
Sumeeta Gawande, Lauren
Hoeflich, John Kaufman, Laura Pearlman Kauf-
man, Mike McGarry, Judy Prutzman Osgood, Joel
Seligman, BS ’91, MPS ’00, and Suki Tepperberg.

A big welcome to the classmates who have
volunteered to serve as class correspondents for
the next five years: Kim Levine Graham and Lau-
ren Flato Labovitz. Kim and her British husband,
Barry, live in Silver Spring, MD, with their four
children, ages 16 months, 3, 4-1/2, and 7. Kim
looks forward to making the trip to Ithaca when
their kids are a little older. She’s currently a stay-
at-home mom, planning a return to the workforce
in a couple of years, “after I sort out Maryland
Bar admission (I’m only licensed in New York).”
Kim is enthusiastic about her new role: “I’m look-
ing forward to being in touch with all these
classmates and getting re-inspired about what
everyone is up to! I find reading the Class Notes
section such an inspiration to go out and do good
things in the world!” Our other new correspon-
dent, Lauren, is married to Steve ’92, with kids
ages 6 and 8. They live near San Francisco, and
Lauren has been a veterinarian for 16 years. 

Just think, only a few more years until we
can wear striped blazers and stay at the Statler
during Reunion Weekend! Take care, everyone,
and see you in 2014, or maybe at CAU in the
summer! Anne Czaplinski Treadwell,
ac98@cornell.edu; Lauren Flato Labovitz,
cu89_news@comcast.net; Kimberly Levine
Graham, KAL20@cornell.edu; Stephanie Bloom
Avidon, savidon1@hotmail.com.
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busy transition, but I found time to train for and
run my first half-marathon in January 2009 with
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s Team in
Training (Miami ING). It was actually a lot of fun
and I might do another half in Seattle this June!”

Naomi keeps in touch with: Leah Fogelman
and husband Monte Frank, JD ’93, who live in
Connecticut with their two daughters (Naomi re-

ports that Leah has gone
back to school to study
nursing); Robin Weiner
Gusick, who moved back
to Connecticut after sev-
eral years in England with
her husband, Dave ’88,
and their three children;
Abi Michael-Grossman,
MD ’96, a fellow Touch-
tone who is married to
Rob Grossman ’88 and
has four kids; and Alex
Bernstein ’91, who’s mar-
ried to Naomi’s earliest
childhood friend, Rebecca
Rand. Naomi also wrote:

“Though I resisted LinkedIn and Facebook for a
while, I’ve reconnected with a few people, like
Amy Kiss . . . so it’s been worth it!” Funny Nao-
mi mentioned Facebook; I also finally joined a
few months ago and it has reconnected me with
Sam Zia-Zarifi, JD ’93, Amy Geller, David Sil-
bey, Chris Houck, Paul Rossi ’91, Claudine
Chamberlain Benmar ’91, Pete Routman ’91,
and Sara-Ellen Amster ’89. It’s a lot like being
back in college—the messages and updates re-
mind me of bumping into people in front of the
Straight or in Collegetown. Naomi concluded her
update with: “If you’re down in Miami, say hel-
lo! It’d be great to get some Touchtones togeth-
er for one of these reunions!” Hey, there’s always
the official reunion next year!

My high school classmate Sheridan Rawlins
also mentioned reunion when he wrote; he now
works for Yahoo! Inc. and has been busy raising
two boys with his wife of six years. He wishes he
had more time for waterskiing and volleyball and
looks forward to introducing his family to Ithaca.
Elisa Barfus Bremner wrote in April to let us
know that she’s a nutritionist/registered dietitian.
She also does freelance writing and substitute
teaching. As of presstime for this column, she
was planning to spend this summer working at a
sleepaway camp as dietary coordinator and cook-
ing instructor. That should have helped toward
her goal of doing more travel! She has fond mem-
ories of working at WVBR radio and would like to
hear from Anh Tran. Elisa reports that son James
plays soccer and is friends with the son of Steve
Cooper ’89 while son Cameron hangs out with
the son of Lisa Nishman Knoop ’87, who also
lives in Armonk, NY. Those second-generation
connections are definitely fun. My sons not only
attend the same daycare as the two sons of Max-
ine Bernstein Hart ’88, but also are in the same
classrooms. Our younger boys are two months
apart and our older boys are just one day apart.
On top of that, Max and I are co-workers. Who
would’ve thunk it when we were both toiling in
the Daily Sun newsroom in downtown Ithaca?

Eric Wenger submitted his news via the web-
site alumni.cornell.edu (just look for the Class
Notes form). In May, he joined Microsoft as pol-
icy counsel for cyber and Homeland Security in the
company’s Washington, DC, office. Previously, he
served as a trial attorney in the Dept. of Justice’s

‘We reflected
that many 
of us are rats
or goats.’Anne Czaplinski

Treadwell ’89

90 Our 20th Reunion in June 2010
(mark your calendar for June
10-13) is clearly on the brains

of many of our classmates. Naomi Ortega Tein
wants to know who’s going. In the meantime, she
sends this update: In July 2008, she moved with
husband Carlos Ortega and daughter Gabriela from
Silver Spring, MD, to Miami to be closer to their
relatives in South Florida and Nicaragua (on Car-
los’s side). Naomi moved with her public health
consulting job and at the time of her update was
telecommuting and traveling a lot for work.
Naomi added, “Miami is a huge change, but I love
the warmer weather, being only three miles from
my brother’s family (we both have 6-year-old
girls), and an hour from my folks. It’s been a very
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computer crime and intellectual property section
and as a special assistant US attorney in D.C. Also
in May, Eric and wife Laurie (Levinson) organized
a team to participate in the National Brain Tumor
Society’s Race for Hope in honor of their daughter
Kayla, a brain tumor survivor. The D.C. race raised
$2 million for research. Congratulations to Team
Wenger for their part in that impressive achieve-
ment. For more details—and a picture of Kayla
with “American Idol” winner David Cook!—visit
www.Kisses4Kayla.info. The Wengers, who also in-
clude Kayla’s brother Sam and sister Madeleine, live
in Bethesda, MD. Laurie is an ophthalmologist in
practice with her father, Larry Levinson ’65.

Also using that handy-dandy electronic Class
Notes form was Jeffrey Cohen, who sent a note
in April to inform us that he has become vice
president of IT for Magellan Biosciences, a med-
ical device company. When not at work, he said,
this is how he spends his time: “Driving my 8-
year-old to school, playing trains with my 5-year-
old, and getting ‘Daddy’s home!’ hugs from my
18-month-old.” What is the one thing he re-
members most from his time at Cornell? “Hot-tub-
bing in my fraternity’s hot tub.” Amy Wang
Manning, aw233@cornell.edu; Kelly Roberson,
kelly-roberson@sbcglobal.net; Tamiko Toland,
stmoluag@yahoo.com.

c

and copyright law for 15 years in Manhattan and
moved to a firm in Westchester to be closer to his
wife, Michele, and daughters Hannah, 10, and Mol-
ly, 8. Peter’s best memories of his time at Cornell
include the time he spent with his fraternity
brothers at ZBT. 

Many of our classmates are pursuing satisfy-
ing careers in academia. Apichai Shipper is an
assistant professor of political science and inter-
national relations at the U. of Southern California.
He published the book Fighting for Foreigners: Im-
migration and its Impact on Japanese Democracy
(Cornell U. Press, November 2008). “I love what
I do and can’t think of doing something else,” he
writes. He fondly remembers late nights/early
mornings enjoying beer or coffee with good
friends in Collegetown. He would love to hear from
Jeff Palachi. Susan Halebsky Dimock teaches in
the Washington, DC, programs of the U. of Illinois
and UC San Diego. When not teaching undergrad-
uates, Susan keeps busy chasing her 2-year-old.
Her memory of Cornell is the view from Uris Li-
brary. Shannon Bessette was promoted to asso-
ciate professor of anthropology at Jamestown
Community College in western New York. Shannon
also volunteers at the Chautauqua County Humane
Society, serving as a foster parent for cats, kittens,
and ferrets. Lynn Buchwalder, MS ’96, is a re-
search associate at Yale U. School of Medicine,
Dept. of Obstetrics, Gynecology, and Reproductive
Sciences. While her work keeps her very busy, Lynn
also volunteers at a local animal shelter and en-
joys running. Her best memories include the
beautiful campus and the open-mindedness of the
Cornell community.

Other classmates pursuing interesting careers
and rich extracurricular activities include Vicki
June, DVM ’95, a veterinarian at Princeton Animal
Hospital. Outside of work Vicki enjoys riding hors-
es and competing in equestrian competitions
(jumpers). Vicki would love to hear from Lara
Chavin. Michelle Bayuk is a managing director at
Albert Whitman & Co., publishers of “good books
for children since 1919.” Michelle recently moved
to the Chicago area and bought her first home.
Rebecca Darien Yodzio continues her work both
as president of Darien Consulting LLC and as a
mother of sons Tyler, 4, and Dylan, 2. Rebecca’s
“extracurricular” activities include participating in
a book club, cooking for friends, exercising, and
playing “taxi” for play dates and after school ac-
tivities. When asked what she would rather be
doing now, Rebecca wrote, “Living in a better
economy!” Here’s to that.

In April, we received news from around the
globe. Bob Saunders wrote to us just days before
he relocated to Singapore for an 18- to 24-month
assignment with Barclays Capital, where he works
as the global head of application management for
risk and finance. Before he relocated, Bob enjoyed
singing in his church choir and walking his two
Labradors. Let’s hope he has been able to con-
tinue both activities in Singapore. When asked
what he would rather be doing, Bob answered,
“Eating a pint of Cherry Garcia.” Can you get that
in Singapore? Johnny Tseng lives in Hong Kong,
where he is a managing director at J & B Group
Ltd., an apparel export company. When not work-
ing, Johnny enjoys the performing arts and trav-
eling. Johnny and wife Noelle have welcomed
their first child, so most of his free time has been
consumed by learning how to take care of a baby.

Dan and Sharon Kaufman Moreland are de-
lighted to announce the birth of son Jackson
Benjamin on Aug. 7, 2008. Jackson joins big

brother David, 3. Sharyn Talman Matthews and
husband Robert welcomed son Tyler in early 2009.
Tyler joins older sister Katelyn, 3. Christian, MCE
’92, and Jennifer Wolfe Loew ’04 welcomed
their first, Caroline Heike Loew, on March 11,
2009. Ben Goody, a teacher on Long Island, NY,
sent word that he was married in November
2008. Congratulations, Ben. Please send us more
details to include in an upcoming column.

For those of you living in the New York area,
and those who may come to the area for Thanks-
giving weekend, consider joining Cornellians of
all ages (including many classmates) at Madison
Square Garden on Saturday, November 28 at 8 p.m.
to watch the Big Red men’s hockey team take on
Boston U. Tickets are available at www.Ticket
master.com. As I write this column (in early June)
there are discussions about a pre-game gather-
ing for classmates and friends of the classes of
the early-to-mid ’90s. Keep your eyes open for
details. Thanks to everyone who sent news.
Please keep the updates coming. We would love
to hear from all of you. Ariane Schreiber Horn,
ams14@cornell.edu; Kathryn Kraus Bolks, klk22@
cornell.edu; Sharlyn Carter Heslam, sheslam@
berkshirepartners.com.
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91 By now, most of us have celebrated
our 40th birthdays. We would love
to share stories of how you marked

this milestone. I was fortunate to enjoy a cele-
bratory girls’ weekend in Bethany Beach, DE, from
May 15-17 with 21 of my Tri Delta sisters. Orga-
nized by Cristina Moeder Shaul, the perfect party
planner who thought of everything, including T-
shirts commemorating the occasion—yes, even
40-year-old sorority girls wear matching T-shirts
to a party—this relaxing getaway was just what
we all needed. From tennis, biking, and running
to walking on the beach, shopping, and trips to
the spa, each of us found a way to unwind from
the demands and complexities of our daily lives.
Each and every one of the “dashing Delta darlings”
who made the trip to Delaware looks fantastic and
is excelling on all fronts, giving proof to the
cliché, “40 is the new 30.” We missed many of
our other classmates and sisters and urge them to
join us at our 20th Reunion in 2011 and for other
upcoming milestone celebrations.

Your class correspondents received interest-
ing news from many classmates this cycle, sever-
al of whom mentioned what they remember most
from their time at Cornell. Lisa Camacho-Szeto
(Orlando, FL) is a real estate and mortgage bro-
ker. Recently, Lisa has been working for a Shera-
ton property to reintroduce herself to the industry.
When not at work, Lisa enjoys working out at the
YMCA doing Zumba and Latin Cardio classes, free
weights, and SWAT workouts, watching movies,
and taking online classes. Lisa reports that she
has made a point to find Cornell friends over the
past couple of years. “Hello everyone again. Hope
all is well. Casey Cook, where are you?” When she
wrote last May, Lisa was trying to find her way to
Indonesia for a 40th birthday bash. We hope she
made it! We would love to hear all about an In-
donesian 40th birthday party. Lisa fondly remem-
bers Ithaca’s gorges and Hotel Ezra Cornell (HEC).

Peter Sloane reports that he is a “happy
lawyer” working at Leason Ellis LLP in White
Plains, NY, as head of the trademark and copy-
right practice group. Peter practiced trademark

92 As of the writing of this col-
umn, the school year has ended
and summer has begun! We cel-

ebrated my son Sean’s kindergarten graduation as
well as the end of an exciting T-ball season. Lit-
tle brother Ryan, 2, was the loudest fan while dad
Chris helped coach the team to a winning season.
The rest of the family (Grandma, Grandpa, sis
Kerry Duffy ’95, and me, Mom) were active spec-
tators—we captured all the play action on video.
Kerry and I were also fortunate enough to catch
up with our Alpha Phi sister Dominique Lazanski
’96 on her whirlwind trip to the US from London
with her fiancé. And now, for the class news!

John Oleksa Jr. (Boalsburg, PA) works as a
registered landscape architect for Landscape II;
one of his favorite memories is the beauty of
Ithaca. Shannon O’Barr Decker has finished law
school and is studying for the Bar exam. Amy
Frome Saperstein writes that she and her hus-
band added to their family this year. She gave
birth to a daughter, Ella, who joins big brothers
Sam and Max. Susan Sperry relocated with RTKL,
an international architecture, planning, and en-
gineering firm, from Baltimore to Chicago in No-
vember 2008. Her role is principal, marketing
strategy, in the firm’s commercial practice group.
Susan is enjoying getting to know Chicago, and
has been able to catch up with Amy Hirschfeld
Schultz and Joanna James Beitel in Seattle.

Meghan DeGolyer Hauser, a dairy farmer in
Perry, NY, writes that she and husband Rick, an
architect, are very involved in community revi-
talization projects. They are members of the Per-
ry Main Street Association and organizers of the
Perry Farmers’ Market, as well as the Perry Chalk
Art Festival. Meghan and Rick are also busy with
their two sons’ Little League teams and swimming
activities. Meghan writes that she is studying the
Suzuki violin along with her son. Good luck,
Meghan! Kathryn Lancioni-Sachs of NYC is a free-
lance writer and a public relations/marketing con-
sultant. She is an avid runner and mini-triathlon
participant, and enjoys spending time with hus-
band Duane and their children. Her best memo-
ries of her time on the Hill are Dragon Day, Slope
Day, and, of course, Hot Truck!
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Sue Eisenfeld reports that she has been a
writer and editor for the same environmental con-
sulting company for 15 years. She lives in Arling-
ton, VA, with husband Neil Heinekamp ’91, and
enjoys hiking, gardening, yoga, and traveling in
her free time. Sue has finished her MA in writing
from Johns Hopkins U. and is currently working on
a book. She would most like to hear from Holly
Martin, BS ’95. Allison Morris Garavuso (Las Ve-
gas, NV) is the owner/president of ForEm Consul-
tants, an independent hospitality technology firm
specializing in project management. She and hus-
band Brian are remodeling to create their “dream
home.” As if that weren’t a large enough task, she
also has her hands full raising their children Emi-
ly, 6, Jake, 4, and Nicholas and Lauren, 19 months.
She would love to hear from Molly Knopf, Jenny
Abbott, and Mariela Markelis Dybner.

Kathy-Jo Brown Hayden, MPA ’93 (Hamburg,
NJ) and husband Lee have been busy furthering
their education while working full-time. Lee is a
high school math teacher in Roxbury Township,
NJ, and finishing his MA in teaching at Fairleigh
Dickinson U. Kathy-Jo, a public affairs director for
Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corp., is pursuing her
law degree at Rutgers School of Law in Newark,
NJ. Good luck to both of you! Karen Foster
Wirtschoreck (GRWirt@sbcglobal.net) and husband
Gregg live in Chicago, IL. Charles Star, MPS ’94
(Brooklyn, NY) and wife Carrie McLaren welcomed
son Sidney McLaren Star on July 19, 2008. Charles
reports that he appeared in the Bridgeton Come-
dy Festival, organized and founded by Andy Wood
’99, in Portland, OR. Details of the event are on-
line at http://bridgetowncomedyfestival.com. Lisa
Everts traveled to New Orleans, LA, to celebrate
the birthday of Jamey Dumas ’91, MS ’95, along
with Jennifer Hoblitzel Dumas ’93 and Ernie
Joynt ’91. While in New Orleans, she also had a
chance to visit with Vicky Lattone at her house
in the historic Algiers Point neighborhood. Lisa
travels regularly to Philly to visit Karen Miu Miller,
PhD ’98, and her family. Corinne McKamey (Need-
ham, MA) has started her postdoctoral fellowship
at the Wellesley College Center for Women. She
and husband Max Chang have children Miles, 3,
and Hattie, 1. Max works at Synapse Energy Eco-
nomics Inc. with Doug Hurley. Teresa Fischer
McKenzie, DVM ’96 (Hillsville, VA) is a part-time
associate veterinarian; she and husband Martin en-
joy playing with their toddler, Erika. Teresa writes
that she would like to hear from Kim Bostwick. 

We also have a lot of news from our class
physicians. Neil Zwiebel is a podiatrist with Park
East Podiatry in NYC. Although he’d rather be
snowboarding, Neil is taking up the task of raising
his two daughters. NYC-based psychiatrist Rachel
Neuman Becker spends her spare time with hus-
band Richard and their children ages 9, 5, and 2.
Rheumatologist Carrie Edelman has a private prac-
tice in Brick, NJ. She and husband Walter Wynkoop
have children Jacob, 8, and Rachel, 4. Carrie writes
that she was matron of honor in Jennifer Kenas
Arianas’s wedding. Rod Rezaee is a director at the
Ireland Cancer Center (University Hospitals Case
Medical Center) in Cleveland, OH. He specializes
in head and neck oncology and microvascular head
and neck reconstructive surgery. Rod and wife Sara
just welcomed their first child, Grayson, into the
world. Rod says he’d rather be traveling, but will
have to wait until Grayson gets a little bigger. He
is looking to reconnect with Kevin Lyons.

Patricia Santiago-Muñoz (Dallas, TX) is a pro-
fessor of ob/gyn and maternal-fetal medicine at UT
Southwestern Medical Center. When not teaching,

Patricia—with husband Omar Gonzalez—is in-
volved with her children’s swimming and ballet
lessons and the PTA. She looks to hear from Otto
Schueckler. Patricia wants to know, “Where on
earth is he hiding?” Congratulations to Gregory
Della Rocca, (Columbia, MO) and wife Kelly on the
birth of their first child, Evelyn Elizabeth, born Jan.
23, 2009. Gregory is an assistant professor and co-
director of trauma services in the Dept. of Or-
thopaedic Surgery at U. of Missouri, Columbia. He
was elected as a North American Traveling Fellow
by the American Orthopaedic Association. Gregory
is one of only five recipients from the US and
Canada this year and will travel across the Midwest
and Canada to present his research. Congratula-
tions, Gregory, on this tremendous achievement! 

Thanks to everyone for writing. Keep the good
news coming! Lois Duffy Castellano, LKD2@
cornell.edu; Jean Kinitsch, jmk226@cornell.
edu; Megan Fee Torrance, mtorrance@torrance
learning.com.
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winnings. Keep an eye out for more on Justin—
he qualified for the Tournament of Champions,
which will air next spring. Congratulations, and
thanks for representing our class so well!

As always, we are happy to share the news
of the growing next generation of Cornellians.
Kicking off 2009, Saul “Shai” Stahl and wife Yael
welcomed daughter Serach Yehudit on Jan. 15,
2009. Pankaj Talwar (ptalwar@mba1998.hbs.edu)
and his wife had their first baby, Anika, on Feb.
3, 2009. He writes, “She has truly been a bless-
ing and we could not be happier. Anika is a great
baby who, for the most part, is quite happy, with
the occasional flair of feistiness.” Pankaj lives in
Center City Philadelphia and asks for anyone in
the area to drop him a line.

In a major run of class correspondent births,
my husband Sandy and I welcomed our second
son, Ari Noah, on March 14, 2009. He joins old-
er brother Jonathan, 3. We’ve been busy adjust-
ing to being a family of four, but we are really
enjoying our two adorable boys. We live in White
Plains, NY, and I work in New York City—at the
same company I’ve been at since graduation—
something that many of my classmates probably
can’t (or wouldn’t want!) to say. On May 29,
2009, former correspondent Gregg Paradise and
his wife Jen welcomed twin girls, Madelyn Jean
and Sydney Kayla. They join older brothers Noah,
4-1/2, and Benjamin, 2. They waited almost two
weeks to cut off the hospital tags because the
girls are so identical they can’t tell them apart!
In July, they moved to Warren, NJ, to add a lit-
tle more space for the expanded family. On June
5, 2009, another former correspondent, Erica
Fishlin Fox, and husband Josh welcomed Maya
Robin. She joins big brother Justin, 3-1/2, who
(so far at least) loves his baby sister. Must be
something in the newsprint! Congratulations to
all and keep the news coming! Yael Berkowitz
Rosenberg, ygb1@cornell.edu; Melissa Hart Moss,
melimoss@yahoo.com; Melissa Carver Sottile,
mtcsottile@yahoo.com.
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93 Hi, everyone! As we roll into
September, I always think about
the start of a new school year.

Although it’s only June now, writing the Sept/Oct
column makes me think about the fall of 1989,
when I moved into Founders Hall to start my Cor-
nell experience. Hard to believe that was 20 years
ago! In many ways I still feel like a recent grad,
while in others, it feels like a lifetime away. It
amazes me to think about the close friends I
made on the Hill and how our lives have changed
since then. On to the news!

First, we have some news from last summer
that had not yet made it into the column. Cesar
Tello, DVM ’97, wrote, “Spent the entire summer
chasing after our 2-year-old, Isabela Nusta—apple
picking, Mystic Aquarium, Bronx Zoo, MET, Muse-
um of Natural History, Wave Hill, Boston Chil-
dren’s Museum, etc. How come no one at Cornell
told us this was going to be a lot of work?” Jon
Russell, MBA ’94, wrote that Mayfair Lane, his
wife’s startup company, which launched in Jan-
uary 2008, was contracted to provide its Happeez
life to the Container Store, starting in November
’08. “Her company makes clips, photo frames,
and notepads that grip to stainless steel refrig-
erators, windows, glass, and any other slick sur-
face, without leaving a residue. Hopefully you
will all run out and buy some and convince the
Container Store to order more.”

More recently, Jason Gerlach e-mailed, “After
a rewarding eight-year litigation career and the
successful creation and launch of Allie’s Edibles
(www.alliesedibles.com), I joined Sunrise Capital
Partners LLC of Solana Beach, CA.” Also reporting
a job change was Calin Moucha, who sent the fol-
lowing update: “Beginning May 1, I will be the
associate chief of joint replacement surgery in the
Dept. of Orthopedic Surgery at Mount Sinai Med-
ical Center. While I will still see patients in my
New Jersey office once a week, I hope to spend
less time in traffic and more time with my son, 3,
daughter, 1, and wife here in Manhattan.” One of
our classmates’ work landed her in BusinessWeek’s
blog. Lisa Kay Solomon, the VP of business de-
velopment for Flexperience, was interviewed about
flexible work arrangements and their role in the
workplace. Another classmate you may have heard
of recently is Justin Bernbach. In May, he be-
came a seven-time champion on the game show
“Jeopardy!”, winning $155,001. This placed him
at sixth all-time in regular play (non-tournament)

94 Fifteen years! In June, our
class celebrated the 15th an-
niversary of our graduation

from Cornell, with a lovely reunion in Ithaca. The
highlight of the weekend, for many, was our won-
derful cocktail hour and dinner on West Campus,
where we enjoyed the dining hall at one of the
new residential colleges, and shared the compa-
ny of president emeritus Frank H.T. Rhodes and
his wonderful wife, Rosa. President Rhodes was
gracious and graceful, as always, and our class
gave him a standing ovation.

A special thank you to our outgoing reunion
chairs Mary Sue Page Youn and Nelly Molano di
Targiani, who went out of their way to ensure that
every class activity was accessible to singles, the
childless, and children of all ages. Seeing all of
the little legacies run around wearing class-pro-
vided “Cornell Kid” T-shirts was just too adorable.
When not planning reunions, Mary Sue keeps busy
as director of college counseling for College Coach
in New Jersey, while Nelly is a nurse practitioner
in obstetrics in the Baltimore, MD, area. Our grat-
itude also extends to Christel Van Arsdale, who
served as reunion registration chair. Mary Sue has
volunteered to take on planning for our 20th Re-
union, along with her former Cornell roommate
and current assistant professor of marketing at the
U. of Maryland, College Park, Rosellina Ferraro,
MS ’98. Mark your calendar for 2014!
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Several class officers have stayed on in vary-
ing capacities. Nelly will serve as class treasurer,
and Nico Marcellino, BFA ’95, will stay on as
webmaster. Liza Brown Somilleda, Kathy Bur-
dette Shields, Carly Powell Tarafdor, Laurie Taylor
McKernan, and Jane Gorayeb Kiernan will all serve
on the class council. Your class correspondents re-
main the same too, and our contact information
is below. Kimberly McKenzie Bendus has stepped
up to serve as class president. Kimberly missed
reunion, but with good reason: she was very preg-
nant with her third child. Audrey Lynne was born
just three weeks later on June 30, and Kimberly
reports that her “little lady” was even bigger than
her big brothers Owen and Andrew. Congrats to
the Bendus family! Mike Rapolas will now be vice
president and membership chair. A special thank
you to outgoing class president Meghan Concan-
non Hess and outgoing vice presidents Tamara
Ranalli Cain and Betsy McAfee Wilson.

There are still a few class positions open. If
you are interested in serving as class secretary,
Cornell Annual Fund representative, or on the
class council, please contact Kimberly Bendus. And
since we anticipate the 20th Reunion to be an
even bigger shindig than our 15th, Mary Sue and
Rosie could always use help from a
reunion committee. To volunteer,
contact them through our class
website (http://classof94.alumni.
cornell.edu/home/home.html). Don’t
forget, we’re also on Facebook at
http://www.facebook.com/group.
php?gid=22769038157.

At Reunion, my husband had a
long, lawyerly chat with Kathy Bur-
dette Shields, who is an intellectual
property lawyer with a focus on
patent litigation in Boston at Choat
Hall & Stewart. I got the scoop from
Rob Schwenker, who lives in Austin,
TX, with his wife and two beautiful
daughters, and works as a sales
manager selling medical devices for
St. Cobain. Leo Etcheto (Seattle,
WA) works with his family’s egg dry-
ing business. Will Tseng (Chicago,
IL) works for Sears Online Services,
though he and his wife and daugh-
ter Madeline are pining away for the
West Coast. David Drinkwater is
putting his undergrad degree in Ma-
terials Science to work doing exact-
ly what he trained to do down in
Dallas, working in microsensor man-
ufacturing for Honeywell Int’l. Anne
Paoletti still loves being a math
teacher in the Boston area.

Marc and Allison Waxberg Mil-
grom ’93 and their daughter Alex
also attended Reunion. Marc is a
business development manager for
Bloomberg’s trading systems, and
covers Europe, the Middle East, and
Africa. Soon after Reunion, he jet-
ted off to Dubai on business. Bet-
ty Wong Ortiz is editor in chief of
Fitness Magazine in New York City,
in addition to being busy with her
young kids at home. She also prac-
tices what she preaches, and on
April 26, 2009, joined nearly 8,000
other women participating in the
first ever MORE | FITNESS magazine
half-marathon event, making it the

largest all-female marathon event in history.
Check out www.fitnessmagazine.com for pictures
of Betty posed with the event’s winners and
celebrity host Carol Alt.

Sung J. Woo participated in the book signing
event at the Cornell Campus Store, signing copies
of his novel, Everything Asian. You can learn more
about Sung’s scheduled book readings and sign-
ings at his website, www.SungJWoo.com. Sung gra-
ciously donated signed copies to the class as well.
I read the book, really enjoyed the storytelling, and
look forward to his ongoing writing efforts! Terry
Chi is busy with her Los Angeles-based luxury wear-
able baby blanket business, www.bundleupjoy.com.
The travel blankets come in an array of luxurious,
funky, and just plain beautiful fabrics and are avail-
able both online and at boutique baby stores. While
the people from the West Coast technically traveled
farther, Eric and Catherine Manlove Smith, ME ’94,
certainly win some sort of prize for the longest trip.
They drove about 1,000 miles to Reunion with their
three kids from their home in Iowa—and brought
along Catherine’s parents from Alabama to babysit
for the weekend! Very dedicated Cornellians!

We’ll see you in 2014, but don’t be a stranger
in the meantime! Send us your news for inclusion

95 In this installment . . . a Bay
Area real estate attorney helps
house low-income seniors . . . a

Kentuckian moves to the Great White North to
research phylogenomics . . . and the granddaugh-
ter of the King of Latin Music takes on education
in Jordan. For these details and more news (and to
find out what “phylogenomics” means), read on.

In March, Danielle Sveska Gensch was elect-
ed president of the board of Bethany Center Se-
nior Housing in San Francisco, CA. The nonprofit
provides housing and services to low-income in-
dividuals. By trade, Danielle, who earned her law
degree from the U. of Michigan, is a real estate
attorney at Nossaman, where she represents pub-
lic agencies, pension funds, corporate entities,
and developers. Says Danielle, “I’m glad to offer
my practical experience as a resource on afford-
able housing issues and to work with fellow board
members to advance the Center’s mission.”

The Joy of(Exotic) Cooking
Amy Riolo ’95

H eadlines about the Middle East often paint a dire picture. But food historian and
author Amy Riolo looks beyond the front page and sees the region for its unique cul-
ture and cuisine. Her book Arabian Delights: Recipes and Princely Entertaining Ideas

from the Arabian Peninsula—published in 2007 and named one of “Sixteen Volumes Worth
Staining” by the Washington Post—celebrates the region’s rich culinary traditions.

An expert on Italian and Mediterranean cooking, Riolo
knew little about Arab cuisine when she began writing the
book. During a three-week stay in Saudi Arabia, she stud-
ied the local fare and collected recipes from palace chefs,
street vendors, and restaurant owners. In her research, she
found that the region’s eclectic flavors resemble those of
Lebanese and Indian cooking. One of the most popular
dishes, she says, is Kabsah, a skillet heaped with rice
topped with vegetables, flash-roasted meat, and a host of
spices. “It’s the forerunner to Spanish paella and the epit-
ome of Saudi cuisine,” says Riolo. “Every country has its
own version, but the Arabian original is especially tasty.”

A fiber science and apparel design major at Cornell,
Riolo began working at a design office in Washington, D.C.,
after graduation—until it closed its doors. Between jobs,
she spent time in her family’s native Italy, where she met
her Egyptian husband. In her travels to his homeland, Riolo
quickly fell in love with Middle Eastern cuisine and decided
to embark on a new career. “Egypt is like home to me,” says
Riolo. “I do what I can to make people more aware of what
this land has to offer the world.”

The Maryland-based Riolo has also authored Nile Style,
published in March 2009, about the relationship between

Egyptian cooking and ancient festivals. (Her next work, The Mediterranean Diabetes Cookbook,
will showcase the health benefits of the region’s diet.) “There is a great history of creation
and culture in the Middle East that’s waiting to be told,” says Riolo. “Their food is such a
testament to that. What I can do is help portray that culture through its cuisine. ”

— Brian Hotchkiss
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in the next column. Dineen Pashoukos Wasylik,
dmp5@cornell.edu; Dika Lam, dikaweb@yahoo.
com; and Jennifer Rabin Marchant, Jennifer.
marchant@postfoods.com.
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Jeff Marcus (jmm6@cornell.edu) sends news
that, after six years in Kentucky, he and wife
Joanne Seiff (joanne@joanneseiff.com) cele-
brated their 11th anniversary in June by moving
to Winnipeg, Manitoba. Jeff started a new job as
an endowed Canadian research chair in phylo-
genomics and associate professor in the biology
department at the U. of Manitoba. Says Jeff, his
first order of business was to “figure out what the
word ‘phylogenomics’ means!” Jeff and Joanne are
also celebrating the publication of Joanne’s first
book, Fiber Gathering, which came out this past
March to positive reviews. Joanne’s second book,
Knit Green: 20 Projects and Ideas for Sustainabil-
ity, is scheduled to come out in November 2009.
Classmates who find themselves traveling across
the Canadian prairie are invited to visit and share
advice about mosquito avoidance strategies.

On April 5, Jaclyn Goldstein married Ron
Spitz at the Ritz Carlton in Palm Beach, FL. Jac-
lyn is an attorney with the US Dept. of Labor in
Washington, DC. The couple honeymooned in
Cancun, Mexico. Jason Tax writes that his fresh-
man roommate Jake Tyler married Jessica Wright
on May 10 in another Florida wedding, this time
at Disney World’s Grand Floridian Hotel, complete
with a horse-drawn Cinderella stagecoach! Jason
was best man, while Gilbert and Mara Cooper
Chan, Kevin Wang, Stephen Kabakoff, Chris
Johnson ’96, and Aaron Tax ’98 were among the
attendees. The groom is a VP at Morgan Stanley,
while Steve is a patent attorney with Finnegan
Henderson Farabow Garrett and Dunner in Atlanta,
GA. Steve and wife Julia have a daughter, Jacque-
line, while Gilbert, a designer with Polyshot Corp.,
and wife Mara parent Julia and Jenna. Kevin is an
avid surfer, expecting to earn his PhD this sum-
mer in electrical engineering from UC San Diego.
Jason works at his own architecture practice in
Manhattan and he also teaches undergraduate ar-
chitecture at the Pratt Inst. 

On May 16, class president Shawn Hecht mar-
ried John Morris in Manhattan. The couple met at
work (investment bank) and got hitched at Capi-
tale, which once was the Bowery Savings Bank. In
attendance were a ton of Cornell friends includ-
ing: matron of honor Brenda Janowitz Luxenberg,
Greer Gilson Schneider, Christine Chang, Steve
Friedfeld, Alison Ford Balan, MPA ’97, Julie
(Frank) and Craig Marcus ’93, Hannah (Green-
wald) and Sasha Ross ’94, JD ’99, Pam Gladstein
Sole ’94, Jen Mosse ’94, Tandy O’Donoghue ’94,
Rachel Moss Beck ’97, and Jean Marie Morris Ma-
hecha ’94. Shawn and John spent two weeks trav-
eling through Mauritius, South Africa, Zambia,
and Botswana on their honeymoon.

In baby news, Abigail Spencer Charpentier
and husband Jean-Luc had a May Day celebration
with the birth of daughter Alexandra Elise on May
1. The couple has already taken to calling her
Lexie—except, says Abigail, for big brother
Spencer, who calls her “Axie.” And “on the bev-
erage choice, she is gobbling up Similac, but I am
thrilled to be back in the world of adult bever-
ages!” Caroline Shechter Fox (CLF1@cornell.edu)
and husband David Shechter (dms9@cornell.edu)
send news that, on April 18, they became out-
numbered by their children with the birth of Nao-
mi Paula. Big sister Ilana, 6, and big brother
Jacob, 3, were happy to welcome her to the fam-
ily. In other news, David has joined the faculty
of Albert Einstein College of Medicine as an as-
sistant professor in the biochemistry department,
where he runs his own research laboratory focus-
ing on chromatin biology and epigenetics. Carrie

still enjoys her position as associate general
counsel at NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital. 

Julianne Puente, granddaughter of Tito
Puente, was profiled in the May 8 Hudson Inde-
pendent, a local paper in Tarrytown, NY, where
Julianne worked as a school teacher, softball and
soccer coach, and administrator at her own high
school alma mater, the Hackley School. Julianne
is about to undertake a unique opportunity as
deputy headmaster at King’s Academy near Am-
man, Jordan. Besides overseeing student life, she
will establish the first athletic league in the area.

Oh, and for those still stymied by “phylo-
genomics” . . . per Jeff, it can mean using ge-
nomic information of a creature to better
understand its evolutionary history, or it can mean
using the evolutionary history of a creature to
help decode its genome. That’s this issue’s lesson.
Tune in next time for more exciting tales from the
Class of ’95. Alison Torrillo French, amt7@
cornell.edu; Abra Benson, amb8@cornell.edu.
Class website: http://classof95.alumni.cornell.edu.
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I look forward to seeing fellow classmates at the
Cornell Club downtown! Wei Lien (wlien7@hot
mail.com) is a physician at Mass General Hospi-
tal. His specialty is internal medicine/pediatrics.
Wei is married to Lili Tran. Xiaoqin Lu (x_q_lu@
hotmail.com) is an ophthalmologist in Pittsburgh,
PA, and is planning a wedding in 2010.

Abrahm Lustgarten (Abrahm.Lustgarten@
propublica.org) was recently married and lives in
New York, where he writes about energy and en-
vironmental issues as a journalist for ProPublica,
a new venture run by the former editor of the Wall
Street Journal, Paul Steiger. Abrahm recently pub-
lished a book on China and Tibet’s social and eco-
nomic transformation called China’s Great Train,
which was released in paperback in May. Also re-
cently married is Kristen Morgan (kristenelise@
gmail.com). “I’m now Kristen Lazard, married in
June at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden. Husband
Lance and I just came back from a gorgeous hon-
eymoon in Ireland!”

Lauren Feldman Levine (lf levine@yahoo.
com) sends news of a mini-reunion in Baltimore,
where several ’96ers and their families enjoyed the
National Aquarium, a Thomas the Train event,
and an Orioles game. Joining Lauren, husband
Jonathan ’95, and children Daniel, 4-1/2, and
Jared, 2, were: Michael and Janine Abrams Rethy
with children Emma, 6, Eli, 4, and Layla, 2; and
Matthew and Bonnie Meyer Altman with chil-
dren Jake, 5, Evan, 3, and Zachary, 1. “We were
sad that Suzanne Weidberg Klein, husband Dev-
on, and children Jordan and Asher were not able
to make it, but are looking forward to our week-
end with them in August.” Lukas Neckermann
(Lukas@Neckermann.org) recently got together in
New York with fellow alumni Rob Feld, Alan and
Karen Brandstaedter, Neil Sirota, Ken and Son-
dra Iacullo Bogursky, and Alice Luong ’95. Lukas
works for Allianz SE, heading up their corporate
university, Allianz Management Inst.

Jennifer Mortellaro Cauthers (ngine1@yahoo.
com) works as a science teacher and adjunct for
Marist College, as does her husband, Brian. “We
have two young kids, 5 and 2, and live in the Hud-
son Valley region, where we have been since 1999.
We also train and breed hunting Labrador retriev-
ers. Hope all is well with the rest of the class. We
talk to Seth Gregory ’95 pretty regularly. He is
living in Saratoga Springs, NY.” Mark Phillips
(maphill@gmail.com) still works for Creative Labs
doing digital signal processing algorithm develop-
ment. “On the side I have a small recording stu-
dio, Doctor Obvious Studios (http://www.doctor
obvious.com). I recently met up with Howell Leung
and John Guzzetta in D.C. for some sightseeing be-
fore Howell’s wedding on July 3.” Mark Pilloff
(pilloff@gmail.com) is in the Bay Area and work-
ing as a software engineer at Google. “Married go-
ing on two years and looking forward to bringing
the whole family to Cornell for the 2011 reunion.”

From Liam O’Mahony (liamom@yahoo.com):
“I currently work with the City of Chandler, AZ (25
minutes southeast of Phoenix) as a marketing,
advertising, and public relations specialist. I just
finished my first year in the Evening MBA pro-
gram at ASU’s WP Carey School of Business. I
moved to Chandler four years ago after working
in PR for the Seattle Sonics & Storm basketball
team front offices for six years. I am active in the
Cornell Club of Arizona, and we host a variety of
Big Red sports viewing parties and networking
events. I’m on Twitter: @Liampalooza; Linkedin:
http://www.linkedin.com/in/liamslyrics; and
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/liampalooza.

96 First up: news from first-time
contributor Lisa DeBenedictis
Nelson (lisanelson04@yahoo.

com). “I have lived in Ann Arbor, MI, for the
past four years, completing residency and then
chief residency in internal medicine at St. Joseph
Mercy Hospital. I will be moving to Boise, ID, in
August 2009 with husband Tim and 18-month-
old daughter Anneka Brynn. I will be working as
a part-time hospitalist and spending a lot more
time being a mom, which is way more fun than
taking care of patients on a daily basis. I have
kept in touch with my sorority sisters through
the miracle of mass e-mail, but would love to
hear how some of the other women rowers from
the Class of ’96 are doing.”

Sidharta Oetama (spoetama@yahoo.com)
sends word from the southern hemisphere: “We
are currently living in Auckland, New Zealand. Car-
olina is still a stay-at-home mom. Calista, 5, and
Christopher, 3, have kept her busy! I am now run-
ning the Auckland region reinforcing business for
Fletcher Reinforcing, which is part of Fletcher
Building, a $5 billion New Zealand-based build-
ing material and construction company. Work has
been really enjoyable. It’s fun managing your own
P&L. Auckland is a great city to raise a family.
Calista will start “pre-primary” in a couple of
weeks. My best regards to fellow ChemE ’96ers. I
look forward to hearing from my ChemE design
team: Rob, Chan, Alexa, and Alison.

Ray Lin (rlin74@hotmail.com) started a new
position a few months ago as information secu-
rity manager for the private investment firm Hall
Capital Partners LLC in San Francisco. “Previously,
I was at Hewlett-Packard in Palo Alto for seven-
plus years doing the same thing, but left to avoid
their downturn. Other than that, I’ve just been
busy working and traveling on occasion back to
New York, Taiwan, and China. I stay in touch with
Simon Kim (simon_jung_kim@yahoo.com), who
is doing okay back in the the Washington, DC,
area.” Ray would like to hear from Hieu Nguyen
’97, Jamie DeSantis, Hong Lin, Xiaoxin Chen,
Kazuhiko Inoue, Ricky Wong, and Norman Lee
’98. “All the best to my former classmates.”

Marci Levine (marci.levine@gmail.com) also
recently changed jobs. “I am now in the Dept. of
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery at NYU College of
Dentistry and an attending surgeon at Tisch and
Bellevue hospitals. New York City is wonderful and
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And lastly, Quinn O’Sullivan (quinnos@com
cast.net) sends greetings from Nashville, TN: “I
opened my third bar and am loving Music City. I
now own two Irish pubs, including one on the fa-
mous Music Row, and we are hosting lots of the
music industry crowd. Anyone coming down to
Nashville needs to look me up at Dan McGuinness
Irish Pub!” Send news to: Courtney Rubin,
cbr1@cornell.edu; Ron Johnstone, raj6@cornell.
edu; or Carin Lustig-Silverman, CDL2@cornell.edu.
Class website, http://classof96.alumni.cornell.edu.
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Ella, 4, and Clara, 1, who keep Ruthann happily
busy as a stay-at-home mom. 

Toby Weir-Jones reports he just can’t get
enough of Cornell: he’s a member of Cornell-
Queens EMBA class of 2010. Toby writes, “We’ve
had two visits back to Ithaca so far, with one
more to come in August, which I’m looking for-
ward to since I was never able to spend a summer
on the Hill during my undergrad years.” Far from
Ithaca these days, Nisheeth Ranjan went back to
India in mid-2007 and established www.zamanzar.
com, a startup providing online and offline real
estate services across India. “It has been a very
busy time, but also fun,” Nisheeth writes, noting
that Zamanzar is now among the top ten real es-
tate portals in India! Tanya Weisheit and broth-
er Mark Weisheit ’95 planned to compete in
TriCalifornia’s Wildflower triathlon on May 3, 2009;
this marks the third triathlon they have raced in
together. Tanya works as the deputy director of
Jail Psychiatric Services, an agency that provides
mental health treatment in the San Francisco
County Jail. She’s also involved in San Francisco’s
Behavioral Health Court, a diversion court for peo-
ple with mental illness, recognized nationally for
its ability to reduce recidivism.

As usual, we have some wedding news to
share. Joann Stanford married Anthony DiGen-
naro on New Year’s Eve in Philadelphia, PA. Guests
at the event included bridesmaid Lynn Gately,
Dennis Yang, Dania Braunstein Gaffin, Mike Kor-
by ’96, ME ’97, Dan Jablow, Pius Lee, Elizabeth
Guevara, Audris Shau, and Keith Berger. David
Zizmor shared details of his wedding, which also
had a lot of Cornellians in the crowd. David and
Carla Braunstein tied the knot on Nov. 2, 2008 at
a winery in Pleasanton, CA. David’s father, Joel
Zizmor, MBA ’68, groomsman Chris Groppi, Dio-
go Bustani, MS ’98, Sebastian Koster Van Groos,
Michael Tiger ’98, and Elana Propis ’03 helped
the newlyweds celebrate. David and Carla followed
their nuptials with a whirlwind of travel, starting
with a honeymoon through Paris, Venice, Flo-
rence, Siena, and Rome, returning to the San
Francisco Bay Area briefly, and then going to New
York to visit family for Thanksgiving.

We continue to welcome future Cornellians
to our lives. Ob/gyn Amanda Levine and Warren
Blishen welcomed son Daniel in late February
2009; they live in Edmond, OK. Patrick, PhD ’02,
and Erica Eisenstein Lynett report that daugh-
ter Julianne Lois, born Feb. 5, 2009, already
roots for Big Red hockey along with her dad and
older brother Evan, 3.

Reconnect! Visit http://classof97.alumni.
cornell.edu or join the Facebook group Cornell
Class of 1997. Erica Broennle Nelson, ejb4@
cornell.edu; Sarah Deardorff Carter sjd5@
cornell.edu. 
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And no matter where you are in the world at this
moment, Class of 1998, whatever the season, I
hope your senses are fully engaged in the sights
and sounds of your life. Enjoy and don’t forget to
share your tales with us like these classmates have!

Babies are blessings, whatever the season,
and we welcome these newest additions to the
Cornell family . . . perhaps as members of the
Class of 2031! Zoe Iris was born on Jan. 8 to
Julie Pactovis Katz and her husband. Big broth-
er Miles, 3, dotes and delights in his little sister
most of the time. Julie writes, “Parenting is a
challenge, but a fun one.” She juggles mother-
hood and work as an analyst at Forrester. Will
and Toni Stabile Weiss became proud parents on
Feb. 5, when their bundle of joy, Madeline Eve,
arrived. Toni and her family live on Long Island,
where she is an English teacher. Anne Savage
Malenfant, ME ’99, and husband Michael wel-
comed their first child, Nathan Edmond, into the
world on June 10. The Malenfant family resides
in Boston, MA. Congratulations to all!

There are so many cues to signal changes in
seasons—the weather, the vegetation, the amount
of daylight. It never ceases to amaze me how
subtle some of these cues are. However big or
small, change is inevitable. Seasons may denote
the passage of time, but people’s lives reflect
their choices throughout the journey of life.
Change is progress. Choices are endless . . . just
ask these two: After several years in the con-
sulting industry, Kimberly Shrut entered the en-
tertainment and media industry. She relocated
from Philadelphia to sunny California, where she
also earned her MBA from the Anderson School
of Management at UCLA in 2005. Earlier this
year, Kimberly headed back east, settling in NYC
where she is an executive director of media and
entertainment insights at OTX. Jaff Hasan also
changed careers after many years in the IT con-
sulting field. He completed his Master of Educa-
tion in instructional systems-training design and
development at Penn State U. Jaff is now an in-
structional designer at Independence Blue Cross.

Thank you again for sending your updates.
We urge you to share your news with us and to
encourage your fellow Cornellians to also write in.
We want to hear from you! Keep the news com-
ing to: Uthica Jinvit Utano, udj1@cornell.
edu; Karen Dorman Kipnes, kld8@cornell.edu; or
Molly Darnieder Bracken, mbd4@cornell.edu.
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97 Recently we asked you to take a
few moments to send in updates
about your lives and the re-

sponse has been terrific. Our news in this issue
finds classmates around the country and the world,
busy managing work and family. If you’ve sent in
news but don’t see it here, stay tuned; there’s
much more to share in the months ahead.

Steven and Kimberly Streifel Reeves ’98
are happy living in St. Paul, MN. Kimberly works
for Revenue Management Solutions, a hospitali-
ty industry consulting company based in Tampa,
FL, owned by Tom Kelly, a former School of Ho-
tel Administration professor. Steven is a corpo-
rate attorney at Faegre & Benson LLP, the largest
law firm in Minnesota; he specializes in mergers
and acquisitions, public company, and securities
law. Steven and Kimberly have a daughter Sofia
Young, 2, and recently welcomed Mason William.
Sofia and Mason were each born on Jan. 11, ex-
actly two years apart. Steven writes that Sofia
already knows our alma mater and looks forward
to enjoying the view “Far Above Cayuga’s Wa-
ters.” They hope to visit Ithaca on their tenth
wedding anniversary in June 2011.

David Zinkand lives in Scottsdale, AZ, with
his wife and two dogs. David works primarily as an
associate for the golf architects Coore & Crenshaw;
however, his own company, Zinkand Golf Design,
planned to open the newly renovated Weekapaug
Golf Club in Rhode Island this summer. Greg Heil-
mann ’95 recently redesigned the company web-
site (ZinkandGolfDesign.com). Joshua, ME ’98, and
Lhney Lewis Steiner ’96, MBA ’06, also share their
home with two dogs, thanks to the addition of a
pug puppy named Bella. Bella joins Newton, 3,
also a pug. Joshua spent much of 2008 working
in England; he and Lhney have since relocated
to Cincinnati, where he works in Deloitte’s office
and she works for Johnson & Johnson. Ray Wang,
an AAP graduate, is a storyboard artist and graph-
ic designer for film and television (visit fatbone
production.com to see his work, which also in-
cludes portraits, illustrations, and murals). Diana
Roman is an assistant professor of volcanology at
the U. of South Florida. She writes, “I’ve been mar-
ried to a fellow professor for six years and have a
house full of too many books and pets.”

Two classmates are glad to have put their
medical training behind them. Neeral Shah has
accepted a position as assistant professor at the
U. of Virginia in the gastroenterology and trans-
plant hematology division. Neeral and his wife
relocated from Boston and look forward to en-
joying the warmer weather in Charlottesville.
Ruthann Tocco Thorne (rtoccothorne@yahoo.
com) sent in an update about her family. After
completing his medical training, husband Marc
(marc_thorne19@yahoo.com) returned to the
site of his residency, the U. of Michigan, Ann Ar-
bor, as a pediatric otolaryngologist. Ruthann says
they are thrilled to be back in town with daughters

98 Autumn has always been my
favorite season of the year. Hav-
ing grown up in New York, I wit-

nessed how Mother Nature would change the lush
green treetops of summer into vibrant canopies of
color in palettes of red, orange, yellow, and every-
thing in between. The summer haze would be
replaced with the crisp, brisk air of expectation and
transition as is customary when seasons change.
Other images that come flooding to my mind dur-
ing this time: back-to-school, falling leaves, pump-
kins, harvest time, football, and Homecoming. If
you would indulge me, I’d like to dedicate this
edition of our column to expectation and transition.

99 Nearly 500 members of the Class
of ’99 and their guests traveled
far above Cayuga’s waters to

celebrate our 10th Reunion. Headquartered in Ris-
ley, with spillovers in Balch and families with
babies (hey, it’s never too early to become a Cor-
nell fan) in Anna Comstock, our class realized that
even though it felt like five minutes since the 5th
Reunion, people have done a lot of growing up
since then. Like the Cornell campus, though, we
all looked better than ever. No one was show-
casing as dramatic a makeover as Mann Library,
whose interior went from 1950s time warp to a
stunning décor that makes the most of its art
deco flourishes. It even houses a new café that
specializes in locally produced food.

Most reunion attendees arrived by Friday
evening, in time to partake in our class’s tent re-
ception behind Risley. While class members were
milling about and catching up with old friends,
another reunion was taking place right in front
of their eyes. Four members of the band Kaizer

064-111CAMSO09Notes  8/13/09  2:28 PM  Page 99



100 Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

Soze (Seth Cohen, Frank Goldberg, Jay LeBoeuf,
and Mileen Patel) were playing together for the
first time in ten years. If they hadn’t told us, we
never would have known; they sounded terrific.
Perhaps it’s because they’re all still involved in
making music. Seth, who lives in New York City,
is a fourth-year associate at Orrick, Herrington &
Sutcliffe LLP. He also plays with Who’s Confused!?
(http://whosconfused.com/), a band that has reg-
ular gigs at Kenny’s Castaways in the Village. Jay
lives in San Francisco with his wife, Courtney, and
makes good use of his Electrical Engineering de-
gree as the founder and CEO of Imagine Research

(www.imagine-research.com), an audio and mu-
sic technology research consulting firm. In his
spare time, he does freelance music mixing and
recording. Also in San Francisco, Frank is in-house
legal counsel for Gap Inc. When he’s not handling
their intellectual property matters, he’s playing
bass guitar and keyboards with his new band, the
Wearies (www.myspace.com/thewearies). Living
in Chicago, Mileen recently got out of Subway
franchising, after selling his last store. Although
he’s not in a band, he’s gone back to the studio
to learn music production/audio engineering. He
also just finished his first screenplay. Alex
Kreuter, the fifth member of the band, was un-
able to attend the reunion. Last August, she
moved with her partner from Boston to Atlanta,
where she has started a freelance video editing
and producing business for local universities. She
also just joined a band—as the lead singer—for
the first time since Kaizer Soze.

One gang came ready to party like it was
1999: Penny Bougadis Tsekouras, Laura Muller,
Stacey Cintado Rapacki, Laura Commike Gitman,
Jenna Ventorino, Kristin Schmidt, Caryn Yukel-
son, and Ali Corinotis. They left their spouses
and kids at home, which for Long Island resident
Penny meant spending a weekend away from hus-
band Peter and their children Peter, 4, James, 2,
and Christiana, 9 months. Penny works at Morgan
Stanley as the executive director in the credit re-
search group covering technology, telecom, and
media companies. Kristin’s husband stayed behind
to run Perfect Posture Chiropractic, the practice
they have together in Alexandria, VA.

But nothing was keeping newlyweds Kyle ’98
and Missy Globerman Dawson apart. They were
married in Salt Lake City on May 23. Following a
four-month trip to Asia, they moved from San Fran-
cisco to SLC in January so Kyle could start his job
as assistant professor in the Dept. of Physics and
Astronomy at the U. of Utah. Missy is a freelance
fundraising consultant, working this summer for
the U. of Utah and also at a foundation called Kids
With Cameras. They weren’t the only newlyweds in
attendance: Sarah Berger Sandelius was excited
to show her husband, Sonny, beautiful Ithaca for
the first time. They were married at Meadlowlark
Gardens in northern Virginia on April 4. She works
in New York City with the Dept. of Education as the
director of compliance for District 79, which cov-
ers alternative schools and programs. Jeni Lassell

Meyer, who was married in February, brought her
husband, too. After spending a year as a lawyer in
Tokyo, she has returned to Portland to practice law.

At Reunion, it became clear that law is a pop-
ular vocation among our classmates. Kate Brom-
berg, who lives in Soho, is an associate at Goodwin
Procter LLP. Erica Zunkel is a federal defender in
San Diego. Jay Ment is a lawyer at Citigroup. He
and wife Wendy Sayles-Ment brought their son
Owen, who was born on Jan. 30. Wendy is tak-
ing a short break from getting her master’s de-
gree in nutrition at Columbia Teachers College
and hopes to finish in May 2010. The trio lives in

Brooklyn, just a few blocks from good friends
Amanda Reed and Charles Michael (also lawyers),
who have a daughter the same age—very con-
venient for playdates.

It wasn’t all law and order at Reunion,
though. Barbara Brody is the health editor at
Woman’s Day. Jess Smith is the communication
director for Sen. Jim Webb (D-VA). Zivah Perel
teaches English at Queensborough Community
College, CUNY. Jeremy Dies, who lives in Boston
with wife Kira, is part of a very interesting ven-
ture called the Genographic Project, which is a
partnership between National Geographic and IBM
that seeks to chart new knowledge about the mi-
gratory history and genetic diversity of the hu-
man species by analyzing DNA contributed by
hundreds of thousands of people from around the
world—including members of the Class of ’99.

It was wonderful to catch up with you all in
person at Reunion, but keep the news coming via
e-mail too! Liz Borod Wright, lizborod@gmail.
com; Melanie Grayce West, mga6@cornell.edu;
Brady Russell, bradydale@thistoowillpass.com;
and Taber Sweet, tabersweet@gmail.com.

c

officials and covering oversight hearings on Capi-
tol Hill. In the course of her job, Rebekah regu-
larly runs into Grace Jean, who writes for National
Defense magazine, and Philip Ballard, who is a
senior consultant for Booz Allen Hamilton and
works for the Navy at the Pentagon. 

Also on the list of good news were the births
of babies galore! Jack Douglas Linehan, born May
25, 2008 to Rory and Kristen Chenet Linehan,
is quite a looker, according to Rebekah. The fam-
ily lives in San Diego, where Kristen is a techni-
cal director in professional services at EMC and
Rory is a civil engineer. Liam Lee Torkelson, born
to Tom and Nina Lee Torkelson, joined his big
brother Lincoln on August 27, 2008. They are
happily residing in the Rio Grande Valley in Texas,
where Nina currently works as a pediatrician. Dy-
lan James Prosser was born just a few days be-
fore Liam, on August 24, 2008, to Darren and
Debbie Matz Prosser. They, along with Dylan’s big
sister Ashley, now live in Macungie, PA.

Last August must have been a busy month for
delivery rooms because on August 11 Nahman Mat-
law Yates Mack was welcomed into the world by
his proud parents Timothy and Barrett Yates Mack
at Newton-Wellesley Hospital in Newton, MA. The
three are back in Boston now, but we hope to see
them all at reunion! Our Obama baby (born on
Election Day!) Penelope Wesson Lesser graced us
with her presence on November 4. New mommy
Allie Wesson and husband Dave Lesser were elat-
ed. They live in Jersey City, NJ, where Dave is be-
ing a wonderful stay-at-home dad and Allie works
as the director of the Partnership for Justice Fund
at the New York State Trial Lawyers Association.

This year, on February 26, 2009, Amy Killo-
ran and Dan DeRosa welcomed baby boy Joseph
Nathan, who Rebekah reports to be an absolute-
ly adorable and content little guy! Amy and Dan
moved from Atlanta to Vienna, VA, after they got
married in November 2007. Amy is now the judi-
cial clerkship coordinator in the Office of Career
and Professional Development at the Washington
College of Law at American U. Chris and Katie
Yeoman Bouyea had a baby girl, Mia Margaret,
on April 18. Katie recently returned to work as
the internal audit manager at the Breakers Hotel
and Resort in Palm Beach, FL. And colleague and
classmate Holly Winefsky Gerstenfeld just in-
formed me that Casey Benson Wanderer and hus-
band Spencer welcomed their new son, Ryan
Henry, into the world on March 8.

Jeremy Rosen recently shared some great
news as well. Mark Lynn and his wife, Jennifer,
had a beautiful baby girl, Emma Ashkar, on Feb-
ruary 16, 2009. Mark lives and works in Manhat-
tan and is the controller for the Loews Hotel on
Park Avenue. Baby Emma made a close friend on
April 3, 2009 when Jeremy and wife Amy wel-
comed their baby boy Nathan Leo. Jeremy is an
index arbitrage trader for BNP Paribas in New
York and lives in Hoboken, NJ. Emma and Nate
are already close pals and look forward to the
possibility of joining the Cornell Class of 2032.
Congratulations, you guys!

In other news, Tamara and Josh Goldfarb, ME
’03, are happily settled in Silver Spring, MD, with
their children Adam and Daniella. Josh recently
founded NetflowData LLC (http://www.netflowdata.
com/), a cyber security consulting firm that takes
an analytical approach to information security.
Josh reports that it’s a great time to be in the cy-
ber security business—so make sure to check out
his site! Fellow Theta Andrea Sharfin earned her
MBA from MIT and recently started her new job at

‘No one was showcasing as dramatic
a makeover as Mann Library.’Liz Borod Wright ’99

00 Hello, classmates! Are you
ready for 2010? Yup, believe it
or not, it’s almost here—our

10th Reunion. And your Class Council has been
hard at work preparing for the big weekend. But
we still need help! If you are interested in serv-
ing on the reunion committee or in helping with
recruitment and participation, then certainly con-
tact our dedicated reunion co-chairs Melissa
Bersofsky (mjbersofsky@hotmail.com) and An-
drea Wasserman-Marbach (andrea.wasserman@
gmail.com). We have a fun-filled weekend planned
for everyone, and according to Dave “Chip”
Chipurnoi, Dino’s is back to the bar we were used
to as students and not the “dance club” it was
made to resemble these past few years! So mark
your calendars—June 10-13, 2010—and we’ll
see you on the Hill! 

After our last class meeting, Rebekah Gordon
had lots of news to report. Rebekah is in Wash-
ington, DC, now, working as a reporter and editor
for a trade publication, Inside the Navy, and its
parent website, InsideDefense.com, which cover
the defense industry and military procurement. She
spends most of her time interviewing Pentagon
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Microsoft product marketing. Kudos, Sharfin! Can’t
wait to see you and congratulate you in person!

All of this good news is what we want to
hear! We love hearing from you, we love writing
for you, and we can’t wait to see you at Reunion
2010. Ciao! Andrea Chan, amc32@cornell.edu;
Christine Jensen Weld, ckj1@cornell.edu.

c

the Middle East, and Africa. She’s focusing on
strengthening the leadership capability of man-
agers in 33-plus countries. Jim continues with
BNP Paribas Fortis in a new role as business con-
sultant. He’s also pursuing a PhD in applied eco-
nomics, focusing on Open Innovation (OI). On the
personal side, Jim and Lindsay celebrated their
honeymoon in Tanzania by climbing Kilimanjaro
and scuba diving in Zanzibar. The Chengs will re-
main in Brussels for the next few years as they
have just purchased their first home. If there are
other Cornellians in Belgium who would like to
meet over a beer or recently discovered “New York-
style” bagels, write to: chengwedding@gmail.com.

Brooke Benlifer (San Diego, CA) shares that
the nutrition curriculum at Cornell led to her cur-
rent position as a dietitian in private practice
(www.brookejoannanutrition.com). “I also do me-
dia work and long-distance coaching, as well as
working with the local community in San Diego,
helping kids and adults reach their optimum
health. During my four years in Ithaca, I studied
Nutritional Sciences and had the opportunity to
take advantage of classes, clubs, field trips, and
mentors that took me thousands of miles from
the snowy campus and taught me that what I
had grown up exposed to in (somewhat) rural
New York was just the tip of the iceberg. I was
fortunate enough to go backpacking on the
Wilderness Reflections trip in the Black Moun-
tains of Pennsylvania, lead a Birthright Israel trip
with other Cornellians, row crew and run in ANY
weather, mentor student athletes and Greek or-
ganizations, volunteer in a local nursing home,
and set foot inside the homes of low-income eld-
erly couples in Tompkins County in an effort to
better their conditions. My greatest memories of
Cornell are of the people I met there, friendships
that have lasted due to a common thread among
all of us, and a desire to leave the world a bet-
ter place than we found it.”

Please keep forwarding the good news! E-mail
us at classof2001@cornell.edu. Lauren Wal-
lach Hammer, LEW15@cornell.edu; and Trina Lee,
TKL6@cornell.edu.

c

pit stops in Essen and Torino. Jen Kohler is hand-
ling a gnarly 90-minute commute from her apart-
ment in New Jersey to downtown Manhattan,
where she works for a think tank called Catalyst.

On June 13 I traveled to Boston to attend
the lovely wedding of Nathan Pettit, MPS ’03,
which brought together many ’02ers. Brad Unger,
MBA ’08, and Adam Scheinman were in the wed-
ding party, as was proud dad Charles Pettit ’74.
Also in attendance were Brooklyn math teacher
Heather Petersen, MAT ’03, insurance mogul Jer-
emy Lang ’00, Philadelphia lawyer Jerre Riggs,
Hollywood writer/director and socialite Justin
Lerner, heavyweights Dave Sherman and Rob
Mulhall, MPS ’03, New York attorney John Scharf,
Chicago’s best trader Tom Genereux, MPS ’03,
new Chicago resident Michael Palmeri ’01, and
all-around New York City character Joey Karcinel.
Congratulations! Carolyn Deckinger, cmd35@
cornell.edu; Jeffrey Barker, jrb41@cornell.edu.

c

01 Happy fall, Class of 2001! It’s hard
to believe that 12 years ago we
had just moved into our dorms and

were getting situated in our first year of school!
The more we hear from our classmates, the more
we see how far we’ve all come. After 18 months
of work, Ryan “Mac” McCarthy, Jeffrey Manno,
and Hugh Simms Phillips ’02 launched a lifestyle
clothing brand named HUGH SIMMS (www.hugh
simms.com). The label represents the style of “Ivy
League grit” with a belief that intelligence can
come equipped with a strong arm and a hasty
mind. The HUGH SIMMS Caulfield Collection fea-
tures neckwear with classic English patterns, cus-
tom hand-dyed and disheveled patchwork, and a
fabric switch at the tail of the tie. Jeff, Ryan, and
Hugh would like to extend a 15 percent discount
to their fellow Cornellians and thank them for the
support. Use the code “GoBigRed15.”

Congratulations to Andrea Hoberman, who
married her boyfriend of more than seven years,
Alan Martinez, on April 18, 2009 in a picture-
perfect ceremony at Gainey Vineyard in Santa Ynez,
CA. Cornell and Tri-Delta friends Debbie Lyons and
Ilisa Cohen ’00 were bridesmaids, and many oth-
er friends flew to California from the East Coast
to attend, including Sara Kim ’00, Elsa Chen ’00,
Edan Lichtenstein, and Jesse Mez. The happy cou-
ple honeymooned in Costa Rica. Andrea and Alan
will remain in New Jersey while he completes his
ob/gyn residency. Andrea works as a program man-
ager for quality initiatives at United Hospital Fund
of NYC. In her spare time, she’s been preparing to
hike sections of the Appalachian Trail in Vermont
for the biannual AT conference. In her spare time,
she has been working as an online hotline health
educator for Planned Parenthood of Orange and San
Bernardino counties and playing Wii Rock Band.

Congratulations to Meredith Messing, who
married Ross Winokur (who attended the U. of
Maryland) on March 29, 2009 in northern New Jer-
sey. Guests included Scott and Amy Palmieri Co-
hen, Sarah Burt, JD ’04, Dianne LaRocca, Debbie
Matz Prosser ’00, and Kristin Ulmer ’00. The new-
lyweds honeymooned for a few days in Puerto Rico
and then went on a weeklong cruise around the
Caribbean. Congratulations to Jocelyn Heyman and
Nathan Dyer, who were married on May 25, 2008,
in Cohasset, MA. The bridal party included Anne
Agonis Space, MBA ’06, Nicole D’Amato, and Car-
rie Danziger. Others in attendance included Tara
Benedict, Debra Burns Jacob, Justin Davison, Bri-
an Fallik ’99, Jay Gill ’99, Craig Goryl ’99, Carrie
Gombos, Chris Hoag ’97, Mike ’00 and Laura Lip-
man Lester, Adam Schoen ’99, and Rob Scanlon.

Congratulations to Sana Krasikov, who won
the 2009 Sami Rohr Prize for Jewish Literature for
her debut short story collection, One More Year
(2008, Spiegel and Grau). Sana was one of five
finalists for the $100,000 prize, one of the largest
literary prizes in the world.

After three years in Europe, Jim and Lindsay
Donaire Cheng still love their host country of Bel-
gium. Lindsay has changed roles and is now with
American fashion brand Levi Strauss & Co. as their
learning and development manager for Europe,

02 June 5 marked our second an-
nual Non-Reunion Reunion at
five major cities around the US:

New York, Boston, Los Angeles, Chicago, and D.C.
In some cities, we joined forces with neighboring
classes. Thanks to all who came out! If you missed
out, not to fret. Stay tuned for details next spring
on the 2010 Non-Reunion Reunion. Your class offi-
cers are eager for your feedback. If you’d like to
see this event in your city or want to help with
next year’s planning—or if you have some great
ideas to share—please let us know!

Congratulations to Joanna McNeil, who re-
cently graduated with her master’s in marriage and
family therapy from Pacific Oaks College in Pasade-
na, CA. Her dog, Stella Luna, has been making very
distracting appearances at LAX. From the neigh-
boring state of Oregon, Kate Bennett wrote, “Port-
land as a city is great. There are tons of wonderful
restaurants, beautiful places to do outdoor activ-
ities, and warm sunshine—the summers here are
wonderful!” Ellen Brosius spent the 4th of July
in the Poconos of Pennsylvania. She also recently
changed jobs and now works for Victoria’s Secret.

Julia Ramey moved from New York City to
Philadelphia, where she is now neighbors with at-
torney Amy Liesenfeld. Julia recently spiced
things up with a trip to Italy and Germany, with

03 Hello, folks. Well, it’s that time
of year when the news forms
are slow to come in, but I

know you all are traveling fast in your daily lives.
Thank goodness for Facebook and updates! To try
something new, let me share a few of our class-
mates’ recent Facebook statuses—nothing incrim-
inating here, no worries.

Meredith Nelson says that she’s “trying to
learn all of cardiology in an afternoon.” I imag-
ine that, since she’s in vet school, it’s a whole lot
of different kinds of hearts to learn about! Beth
Nelms recently updated her Facebook status with
her new official title—VMD! She got her degree
from Penn and will be joining the “real world,”
officially practicing as an animal doctor. Matthew
Kusulas says, “Putting the final touches on the
apartment.” He’s about to start his pediatrics in-
ternship back in his home state of New York. Con-
gratulations to both Dr. Nelms and Dr. Kusulas as
you embark on the next stages of your careers.

OK, enough stealing from Facebook status up-
dates! Kate Forester was back in Seattle this
weekend and we got to catch up. She finished at
Yale’s business school and is moving to New York
to start work with Repair the World. She’s looking
forward to reconnecting with the many members
of the Class of ’03 who have made NYC their home.
Daniel Luzer graduated from Columbia Journalism
School in May ’08. He now lives in Berkeley, CA,
and works at Mother Jones magazine.

Answer: Alex Fineman!
Question: Which classmate was scheduled to

appear on “Jeopardy” on June 24? By the time
you read this column, he will have had his chance
at knowing all the right questions! Hopefully, he’ll
send us an update and let us know how it went.

Thanks for playing! Definitely keep us post-
ed on changes in your life, small or big. Please
continue to send news as it happens and feel free
to reach out on Facebook. Sudha Nandagopal,
sn58@cornell.edu; and Samantha Buckingham
Noonan, swb9@cornell.edu.

c

04 Everyone has a slightly differ-
ent reason to return to the Hill.
For some, it’s treading the hills

along similar paths once taken. For others, the
sunset on the Slope. For many, Collegetown Bagels
or Dinosaur BBQ. For more than 500 members of
the Class of 2004 this year, it was all of these
things and much more.
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Starting on May 30, 2004, the Alumni Coun-
cil has done a stellar job keeping us tied togeth-
er through cyberspace, Facebook, etc., no matter
where we are throughout the world. A huge thank
you goes out to our 2004-09 Alumni Council: Rus-
sell Franklin, Esther Tang, Dana Marohn, Casey
Wieser Haverstick, Justin Koser, Barry Le Vine,
Mike Rosenberg, Angie Chau, Farah Meghji,
Duane Sun, Emily Harris, Gretchen Schlosser,
and Vanessa Matsis.

Many thanks also go out to the members of
our 5th Reunion committee for making Reunion
an event we wanted to come back for: co-chairs
Emily Harris and Duane Sun, plus Stephanie Ro-
mano, Jessica Romano, Joel Cisne, Jillian
Goorevitch, Lee Ann Gullie, Sumee Oh, Neil
Morrissey, Darra Messing, Christina Lofton,
Karen O’Rell, MILR ’09, Zela Brotherton, Andrew
Berry, Matt Hyde, and Adam Waldman, with a
special thanks to Michael Harris.

Their dedication, attention to detail, team-
work, and true Cornell class and style was evident,
from each event right down to the canvas tote
bags and water bottles we all got as parting gifts
for the weekend. Clara Dickson Hall served as a
fantastic spot for us to find old friends and fa-
miliar faces, and to meet new members of the
Class of 2004 family, including significant others,
fiancés, spouses, and even children. The Class of
2004 tent kept us going with bagels from CTB in
the morning to water and snacks in the afternoon.

Highlights from the weekend included a
smashing wine tour, where we all loaded up on our
favorites and tried something new; Friday’s Di-
nosaur BBQ dinner; and of course the tent festiv-
ities, which kept the Reunion parties going until
we were tired of dancing. The Hot Truck was
parked on the Arts Quad with a seemingly endless
line extending from it, quickly making PMPs and
SUIs to awaiting customers. Cornell’s raving school
spirit also extended from Bailey Hall at Saturday’s
Cornelliana Night. It was amazing to see 1,500
people filling the seats to hear the Alumni Chorus
and Glee Club lead us all in Cornell songs. And I
must say that when the Class of 2004 banner was
held up in our recognition, we were proud to be a
part of it. 504 of our classmates attended Reunion,
bringing an additional 76 guests. And 496 class
donors (including five Tower Club members) raised
a 5th Reunion record $342,516 for the university!

Good news abounds with our classmates, even
if they didn’t make it to Reunion. Ron Zember
was on the winning Cornell/Yale boat in the Ivy
League Alumni in Israel Regatta on June 18. Con-
grats, Ron! And Stefanie Rennert is very excited
about her new blog, www.yourcitysimplified.com.
It’s definitely a great read! Cori Myers sent re-
grets that she couldn’t attend Reunion—“I have
been feeling quite nostalgic for the good ol’ days
at Cornell!”—but says she’s doing great. “I am
working on a PhD in paleobiology at the U. of
Kansas after completing a master’s in igneous
geochemistry at Brown U. in 2008. My PhD re-
search focuses on biogeographical patterns of
species. I am looking at how environmental
changes over the existence of the Cretaceous
Western Interior Seaway of North America has in-
fluenced the evolution/extinction of the organ-
isms that lived there, using some new ecological
modeling techniques. This study is very cool and
relevant because understanding how changing en-
vironments affected species and extinction in the
fossil record can give us an idea of how species
today and in the future will respond to environ-
mental/climate change that is currently occurring!

This research has taken me around the mid-US
(Colorado, Nebraska, South Dakota, Kansas), and
this summer I received grants to head back to the
Northeast for museum collections research at the
Yale Peabody Museum and the Natural History Mu-
seum in NYC. I've also been lucky here at KU to
encounter many Cornell alumni working as facul-
ty, post-docs, and grad students. It’s really won-
derful to have such a support network of alumni
to interact with—we joke about starting ‘Cornell
West’ out here!” Thanks for writing, Cori!

I look forward to filling these columns with
your good news in an effort to, in one more way,
bring our active class closer together. Please send
me your news at acj22@cornell.edu, or look for
me on Facebook. A huge thanks goes out to
Vanessa Mastis for maintaining this column for
five years! What a great way to keep us connect-
ed! Vanessa, thank you for your service to Cornell.

Please welcome our new 2009-14 Alumni
Council, who are excited to represent the class
to the Cornell community and beyond! President,
Jessi Petrosino; vice president, Andrew Berry;
membership chair, Raymond Ortiz, MPA ’06; class
correspondent, Anne Jones; reunion chair, Nneka
Obiud; treasurer, Rachel Krug; secretary/historian,
Vanessa Mastis; Cornell Annual Fund representa-
tive, Adam Waldman; affinity chair, Priya Kumar;
and general member, Jillian Goorevitch. Send
news to: Anne Jones, acj22@cornell.edu.c

which took place in Doylestown, PA, had a great
group of Cornellians in attendance, including best
man John D'Antonio, maid of honor Meghan Mal-
louk ’09, BS Ag ’08, bridesmaid Kelly Cosman,
and three ’05 Chemical Engineers: Asha Marathe,
ME ’06, Jose Rivera, ME ’06, and Rob ‘Jack’
Salazar. Seth and I miss Ithaca and Cornell and
are looking forward to making it back to the Hill
sometime soon (maybe for Reunion 2010)!”

Sarah Perkins (sbp29@cornell.edu) didn’t say
whether she’d be going to reunion, but she and
Lauren Merkley have been back in Ithaca for one
year and are now training for a triathlon in Sep-
tember. They took advantage of the beautiful
Ithaca summer weather to train and explore. Dan
Lundberg (DPL28@cornell.edu) writes, “I’m work-
ing on my PhD in plasma physics at Princeton
and working at the Princeton Plasma Physics Lab-
oratory. I am developing a molecular cluster in-
jector for use as a fueling method on the Lithium
Tokamak Experiment (LTX). LTX is a novel fusion
experiment that is testing the concept of a liquid
lithium wall as a plasma facing material. I hope to
finish my thesis in the next two years.” Jonathan
Ng (ng.jonathan.t@gmail.com) was called to the
Bar as a barrister and solicitor in the Province of
Ontario in June 2009. “Long live the Queen.”

Aveek Majumdar (aveekm@gmail.com)
writes, “I left a cushy private sector job to have
the time of my life working on the Obama cam-
paign. I went to six primary states for the cam-
paign and worked as a regional director in Virginia,
helping the state vote Democratic for the first time
in 44 years! More recently, I successfully managed
a primary campaign for the Virginia House of Del-
egates. I am now in Washington, DC, looking for
a job in governance. Would love to meet Cornell-
ians in my line of work, or those in the D.C. area!”
And from Kate Ofikuru (deeprfire4him@yahoo.
com): “I graduated last May with my Master of Arts
in Curriculum in Teaching, Inclusive Elementary Ed-
ucation from Teachers College, Columbia U., and
this June I completed my first year of teaching at
a NYC public school in the Bedford Stuyvesant sec-
tion of Brooklyn. I spent ten days in July with the
Impact Alumni Association on a mission trip to
Cape Town, South Africa. Now I’m enjoying the rest
of the summer by preparing for both the young
adult and the youth conferences at my church
(ministries led by other Cornell alumni), reading,
movie-going, and hanging out with friends before
school starts back up again in September!”

Hang out with your friends here in the class
column—and in Ithaca, June 10-13, 2010! More
information to come in the spring mailings. Send
news to your Class of 2005 correspondents:  
Michelle Wong, michelle.r.wong@gmail.com; and
Jennifer Miel, miel.jennifer@gmail.com.

c

05 Charlie Kunken (charles.kunk
en@gmail.com) is one of many
classmates who are looking for-

ward to the 5th Reunion. “After a busy six months
gigging around NYC, my band, Left Me Bashful, just
finished recording our first CD—a five-song EP re-
lease titled ‘Heart’s in the Right Place.’ Ithaca next
summer for the 2010 Reunion!” Tatyana Kushner
(tatyana.kushner@gmail.com) writes, “After grad-
uating from Cornell, I spent a year in Los Angeles,
where I worked in Beverly Hills for a plastic sur-
geon as a front-office manager and had a fun-filled
year! I then came back to NYC (my home) and am
now starting my fourth year of medical school at
Mount Sinai School of Medicine. I will be pursuing
a career in internal medicine and hopefully sub-
specializing after I complete my residency train-
ing. Although med school has kept me busy, I still
find time to hang out with many of my Cornell
friends and look forward to the 2010 reunion!”

Debbie Parnes (debbieparnes@gmail.com)
also hopes to make it up to Ithaca for the 5th
Reunion—”and I hope the rest of the 238 Linden
ladies make it too! I graduated from dental school
at the U. of Pennsylvania in May, along with three
other ’05 alums: Elena Saha, Jennifer Tran, and
Amit Rajani. I’m staying in Philadelphia for a
two-year residency in orthodontics at Temple U.”
Also in the medical field, Kim Le (KTL5@cornell.
edu) will be entering her third year of medical
school at the U. of Toronto after completing her
MPH at Yale. She has been running the Cornell
Club of Toronto and keeping busy with interna-
tional conferences. Paul Nielsen (jpaul.nielsen@
gmail.com) hopes everybody is doing well. “For
the past few years since graduating I have been
attending New York Medical College. I am hop-
ing to enter the field of radiology.”

Kaitlin Mallouk (kaitlin.e.mallouk@gmail.
com) is currently working toward an MS/PhD in en-
vironmental engineering at the U. of Illinois. And
she has more good news: “On May 30, 2009 I mar-
ried fellow Class of ’05er Seth Watts. Our wedding,

06 My mother used to say that the
older you get, the faster time
flies. Well, she was right. I

graduated in May with my master’s in clinical
psychology from the Derner Inst. at Adelphi U.,
and boy, did the whole experience fly by.

Our class is a diverse bunch, between school-
ing, work, and traveling. Taras Czebiniak began law
school at UC Berkeley. Before settling into the pro-
gram he took a ten-month trip that consisted of
learning Mandarin in Shanghai and Arabic in Cairo,
along with travel across five continents. Along the
way Taras met up with as many Cornellians as pos-
sible. Eugene Ngai is at the U. of Southern Cal-
ifornia, Gould School of Law. Jamie Chung is a
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student at UC San Francisco in the School of Den-
tistry. Also on the West Coast, Ben Walther has
moved to Topanga Canyon, just outside of Los An-
geles. There he’s working as a software security
consultant—essentially, a good-guy hacker. He’s
also celebrating O’Reilly’s publication of his book
on the subject, the Web Security Testing Cookbook.

On the East Coast, Keelah Rose Calloway has
earned a full scholarship to Roger Williams U.
School of Law in Rhode Island. She is a first-year
student with plans to study maritime and inter-
national law. Abigail Hackler took two years off
from school to work for the Pepsi Bottling Group
in both Florida and New York, and now is one year
deep at Harvard Law School. Best of luck, Abigail!
Jessica Rostoker is also at Harvard Law, a line-
editor for the Harvard Environmental Law Review,
and a licensed mediator. She joined the Harvard
Mediation Program in which she became licensed
for the State of Massachusetts and performs
court-ordered mediations in small-claims courts.
In the same field, Adinna Augur is an attorney
at Ropes and Gray in Boston, MA.

Josh Keegan is in his fourth year at Brown
U.’s medical school and plans to go into emer-
gency medicine in the Northeast somewhere upon
graduation. Marielys Garcia works as a Spanish
department chair/teacher at Thurgood Marshall
Academy in Washington, DC. Elie Track graduated
with a master’s in industrial engineering from Rut-
gers U. and headed to McMaster-Carr in Atlanta,
GA. He began coaching a U16 soccer team as well
as refereeing for the amateur leagues. Otherwise,
he’s trying to take in the beauty of Atlanta.

Jessica Egan lives in Manhattan with her
boyfriend. She is a third-year analyst at the Royal
Bank of Scotland (RBS) in the corporate financ-
ing and risk solutions group. Also in Manhattan,
Emily Schulman has been working at Merrill Lynch
in the client coverage group helping to vet op-
portunities with high-net-worth clients in wealth
management, firm-wide for the past two-and-a-
half years. She is excited for the Bank of America
merger as this job will become more of a priority
to increase synergy revenues for the firm and meet
clients’ needs in markets and investment bank-
ing. Fellow denizen of the Big Apple Liz Aslanian
works in the marketing department at Travel +
Leisure magazine. Over the past year she has spent
a great deal of time traveling both for work and
for pleasure and has visited places such as Dubai,
Kuwait, and Oman. Liz often sees Cornell class-
mates in New York and the surrounding area and
enjoys serving as a Cornell Alumni Admissions Am-
bassador. Across the Hudson, Melanie Castro also
works in marketing. She does market research in
Ft. Lee, NJ, for top companies across the country.
She’s doing an online certificate in market research
and sensory science, is VP of the Cornell Latino/a
Alumni Association, is still active within her
sorority (Lambda Pi Chi), and is a mentor of a high
school senior and an active member of CAAAN.

Danny Ruiz lives in Punta del Este, Uruguay,
and works at Conrad Resort & Casino. Danny writes,
“Living on the beach beats hiking in the snow!”
Liza Steinfeld was working in the same field, in
the hotel and meeting planning industry, until she
decided to make her first impulsive decision and
move to Ecuador to participate in LanguageCorps.
This entails teaching English in the capital city of
Quito. Liza hopes that this experience will give her
better perspective on where she wants to gear her-
self. Amit Caspi worked abroad for two years in
Thailand and Dubai. Immediately after graduating
from Cornell, he joined the luxury resort company

Six Senses Resorts & Spas in Bangkok as a man-
ager responsible for overseeing their development
pipeline. He then joined the pre-opening team of
a massive hotel project called Atlantis the Palm
(1,539 rooms) on the tip of the Palm Jumeirah
island in Dubai (artificial island in the shape of
a palm tree). Now Amit is back in California with
family trying to figure out the next stage. Still in
Dubai, Irfaan Lalani is trying to stay afloat in
the midst of the real estate slump, although he
was promoted to senior development analyst at
Jones Lang LaSalle Hotels in the Dubai office. Ir-
faan has visited Sri Lanka and Beirut.

We are nearing our 5th Reunion, so save the
date: June 9-12, 2011. Also, don’t forget to stay
up-to-date with our class website for news and
events: http://www.classof2006.cornell.edu. 
Nicole DeGrace, ngd4@cornell.edu; Kate DiCicco,
kad46@cornell.edu.

c

for boys’ varsity lacrosse at Corona Del Mar High
School in Newport Beach. Kehaunani Janeen
Wong (Fort Collins, CO) married Karl Noa and is a
veterinary student at Colorado State U. College of
Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences.

Stay connected! Visit the Cornell Class of 2007
website, http://www.classof2007.cornell.edu/,
with links to events and activities, alumni serv-
ices, and more. Click on Stay Connected to update
your address and sign up for e-mail forwarding.
And find Cornell events in your area and locate
your local Cornell Club at www.alumni.cornell.
edu. Thank you for sending in your updates for
our column—keep ’em coming! Just shoot an e-
mail to your class correspondents: Marianna
Gomez, MariannaAGomez@gmail.com; and Dana
Sckolnick, dana.sckolnick@gmail.com.

c

07 Another fall season is upon us,
and while we experience a sea of
change outside, many of our

classmates seem to have settled comfortably into
their post-college roles. Candice Crystal (Staten
Island, NY) works in human resources at Morgan
Stanley. Alicia Zahn, MS ’08 (Millersville, MD) is
a facility planner at T. Rowe Price. In her spare
time she serves as president for the nonprofit
Severna Park Jaycees Community Center, a lead-
ership and community development organization.
Michael Avery is a biology PhD student at Penn
State U. Carolyn Satenberg (Bedford, NY) is a law
student at Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law at

Yeshiva U. in New York City. She spends much of
her time studying, but would prefer to be snow-
boarding. Dan Kaiser serves as wine director, a
general manager position, at JoLe: Farm to Table,
an all-natural/organic restaurant in Calistoga, CA.
When he is not working hard at the restaurant, he
makes time for golf, wine tasting, and cooking.

Sara Tam (New York, NY) works as a gallery
registrar and manager at China Inst. in America,
which advances cross-cultural understanding
through education and art. Sara develops new ex-
hibitions of both traditional and contemporary
Chinese art, and says, “It is an inspiring place to
work, and I encourage everyone to visit when they
can.” Lindsay Moyer (Rochester, NY) works as a
district manager at ALDI Inc., an international
grocery and retailing company based in Tully, NY.
Trevor Johnson (Oceanside, CA) is a second lieu-
tenant in the US Marine Corps. Yuri Malitsky is a
graduate student in computer science at Brown U.
and plans to also get a PhD while he’s there. Some
of his fondest memories of Cornell include walks
around the gorges and the occasional spontaneous
sword fight. Sunil Parekh is an automobile, boat,
and home insurance agent for the American Au-
tomobile Association (better known as “Triple A”)
in Anaheim Hills, CA. He is also an assistant coach

08 Happy fall! This time of year
undoubtedly brings back memo-
ries for the Class of 2008 of the

bustle of returning to campus, new school years,
and new beginnings. Although many of us miss the
autumnal activities that Cornell and the Finger
Lakes region have to offer—Cornell Orchards and
its delicious apple cider, the amazing colors of the
leaves changing, wine tours in the region—the
fall of 2009 provides many opportunities for us to
reconnect with each other and Cornell. Homecom-
ing weekend is October 16-18; don’t miss out as the
Big Red takes on Fordham and our class takes back
Collegetown Bagels and Rulloff’s! Also, don’t miss
out on our class’s seating bloc at Red Hot Hockey,
when the Big Red takes on Boston U. in Madison

Square Garden in New York City on Saturday,
November 28. Contact our alumni class council at
CU08MSGTIX@gmail.com for more information. Be
sure to check your e-mail and mailings for more
’08 events in your area, organized by the council!

As we enter our second school year as alum-
ni, the Class of ’08 has spread all over the globe
and is tackling a number of different fields. Kathia
Kirschner is working as a project coordinator for
the Global Mental Health: Trauma and Recovery Cer-
tificate Program and as a research assistant at the
Harvard Program in Refugee Trauma in Cambridge,
MA. Kathia writes that her work “has been a great
learning experience” and she “gets to be in touch
with health and mental health practitioners, as
well as policymakers and human rights workers
from all over the world working on the front lines
of post-conflict societies.” In her spare time,
Kathia also co-leads a Cambodian youth group in
a low-resource community right outside of Boston,
in partnership with the local YMCA, and also helps
coordinate holistic patient care for torture sur-
vivors. Of her incredible volunteer load, Kathia says,
“While at times the topic is awfully heavy, the work
I do is very rewarding.” She plans to apply to Chi-
nese medicine schools (including acupuncture) and
nursing programs for fall 2010 enrollment. Cornell

‘Ben Walther is working as a software
security consultant—essentially, 
a good-guy hacker.’ Nicole DeGrace ’06
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had a significant impact on Kathia’s adjustment to
the “real world,” and she says, “I feel that the
tools I learned at Cornell were essential to what I
was able to learn this past year from people from
all walks of life, my own job, and just moving into
a city on my own and starting to build a social
network and a life of my own, without an institu-
tion to facilitate it.” Kathia also expressed her
wanderlust and desire to hit the road on a back-
packing adventure soon. She may join Christen
Kisch abroad; Christen wrote in June that she’s
been living in Italy for the past year, teaching Eng-
lish and French and applying to medical school.

Kathia and Christen aren’t our only classmates
pursuing health careers. Alina Lane (alinalane@
gmail.com) writes that she is a dental student at
U. of Maryland-Baltimore College of Dental Surgery.
In true Cornellian fashion, Alina is keeping busy
with lots of extracurricular activities, which include
the dental fraternity Psi Omega, the Association of
Women Dentists, and preparing for the “Baltimore
10-Miler.” Alina writes that most of her time is
spent studying and she wishes she “had more time
to visit Cornellians, but labwork and exams prevent
much travel.” She’d rather be working as a dentist
now, as “school is too long!” Her most fond mem-
ory from her time at Cornell is “walking across the
Arts Quad in the springtime—sooo beautiful!” Ali-
na would love to hear from any of her Alpha Phi
Omega brothers or Alpha Xi Delta sisters.

Other classmates pursuing post-grad profes-
sional studies include Nila Merola. Nila is a sec-
ond-year student at St. John’s U. School of Law
and spent the past summer working at Kennedy
Jennik & Murray as a recipient of the prestigious
Peggy Browning Fellowship, which encourages
law students to pursue careers in public interest
labor law. Nila is clearly putting her ILR educa-
tion to use! Nikki Gusz is pursuing an MEd in
secondary education at Arizona State U. and is
in her second year of teaching eighth and ninth
grade social studies at Rhodes and Carson junior
highs in Mesa, AZ, as a Teach for America corps
member. The former tour guide writes that while
ASU may be in a much more temperate climate,
Cornell remains her first university love. She is
“amazed that people have the audacity to wear
Ugg boots in 90-degree weather,” as she is ac-
customed to seeing such cold-weather outerwear
in Olin Library, not in shopping malls. I had a
chance to catch up with Nikki when she chaper-
oned Rhodes Junior High School’s eighth grade
class trip to Washington, DC, where she reveled
in her former Cornell-in-Washington home and
filled her US National Parks passport with patri-
otic stamps. Nikki notes that she “deducts points
from her students when they spell Cornell with
one ‘L’ on their Cornell notes.” We’re proud of Nik-
ki for bringing the Big Red to the desert!

We received news from another former tour
guide, who has made his home across the globe.
Matt Lindsay, who graduated with a BArch, has
moved to Christchurch, New Zealand, to work as
a designer for Williams + Wimsatt Architects.
Matt enjoys his new hemisphere tremendously
and is exploring both New Zealand and Australia.
He writes that he’s excited for the upcoming New
Zealand summer after many months of winter. Paul
Kriegstein has started a company, Commencement
Connections, that launched at the Cornell 2009
graduation weekend. He writes that he’s been
working hard. Michael Nestrud and Effie Epke,
MS ’07, were married on April 4 in Lincoln, NE.
Michael and Effie met in the sensory lab in the
Dept. of Food Science while studying at Cornell.

Following graduation, Scott Rosenthal hit
the campaign trail in his native Oregon and cam-
paigned for Democrat Jeff Merkley, now Oregon’s
new junior senator. Scott has since relocated to
Washington’s Capitol Hill area and is now a leg-
islative correspondent in Senator Merkley’s office.
He enjoys being part of a freshman senator’s of-
fice as the Merkley team adjusts to Washington
life; he is also an active member of the Cornell
Club of Washington. Scott lives with Eric Kollig,
who also works for the US Senate. Also in D.C.,
Stephen Welker is a marshal’s aide at the US
Supreme Court and sings in a church choir in his
free time. Steve even catches glimpses of
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg ’54
at work! He writes that while he enjoys life in the
District, he misses his time spent with the Glee
Club. He hopes to make it up to Cornell for the
Hangovers’ Fall Tonic this season. 

Feel free to send news and updates or ques-
tions about getting involved in class activities.
Don’t forgot to stay connected with our class, both
on Facebook and on our class website, http://
classof2008.cornell.edu/. Elana Beale, erb26@
cornell.edu; and Libby Boymel, lkb24@cornell.edu.
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DC. She will start with the USGS at the end of
July in the D.C. public affairs office.

Ariela Rutkin-Becker is spending her time
observing classrooms and preparing for DC Teach-
ing Fellows’ summer institute, which began on
June 24. She will teach elementary students with
special needs in our nation’s capital and is com-
pletely excited and nervous to take that plunge
with all of its associated challenges. Lauren Wein
and Peter Rodway, BArch ’09, are helping to re-
build the New Orleans education system through
their two-year commitment to Teach for America.
They are teaching middle school and high school
mathematics, respectively. Julie Cantor, Megan
Frink, and Joanna Munoz spent the summer at
Teach for America’s Philadelphia Inst. in prepa-
ration for their roles as teachers in Washington,
DC (Julie), and Philadelphia (Megan and Joanna).
Laura Kohler spent the summer at Teach for
America’s Phoenix Inst., in preparation for her
role teaching kindergarten through third grade
students in a special education classroom. Sarah
Singer is teaching special education in New York
City through the NYC Teaching Fellows program.

Ryan Walter began his MS/PhD program in
environmental fluid mechanics at Stanford U. this
summer. Brittany Mosher went home the day af-
ter graduation, bought a car, packed, and drove
out to her new location in Bozeman, MT. She
works in the Helena National Forest doing research
on the impact of an invasive beetle on nest suc-
cess of cavity nesters. For all you non-Nat Res-ers,
that means she watches woodpeckers build nests
while hiking through some of the most beautiful
country in the USA. In the fall she’ll be in class in
Bozeman working on her master’s thesis.

Amanda Wheat will join the Fund for Public
Interest as an environmental campaign director.
The Fund is a nonprofit group based in Boston
that works with a diverse array of human rights
and environmental issues throughout the coun-
try. Katherine McEachern works as an organizer
with the Chesapeake Climate Action Network.
She’s working in northern Virginia with their
membership, and putting in three days a week
calling for strong US climate legislation in prepa-
ration for the international climate negotiations
in Copenhagen in December. Also in the Wash-
ington, DC, area, Emma Osore is working with
youth in the juvenile justice system for a year in
Prince George’s County, Maryland, through the
CHOICE fellowship. She is also in the process of
starting a camp for tween girls called Girls Grow-
ing Girls. This past summer, she held an abridged
version of it for the end of the school year and
the beginning of June. As funds are still devel-
oping, this summer she ran the camp out of her
basement. In their first week, the campers made
bound journals, planted veggies in the garden,
and shopped for healthy snacks. She plans to or-
ganize a full-summer version for next summer!

Justin Grimes will put his Hotel school ed-
ucation to good use as an associate at a hotel in
Maine until October, when he begins the leader-
ship development program with Fairmont Hotels.
His first placement will be in Pittsburgh, PA, and
he will work at a new Fairmont location each year
of the program. Svante Myrick is continuing his
term as member of the Ithaca City Council, and
also works full-time at the Learning Web, a youth
services agency in Tompkins County.

Stay tuned for more updates from the Class of
2009 as we continue to use our Cornell educations
in incredible ways! Julie Cantor, jlc252@
cornell.edu; Caroline Newton, cmn35@cornell.edu.

c

09 At graduation, President Skorton
urged the members of the Class
of 2009 to use the skills and

talents we’ve developed during our time at Cornell
toward endeavors that will better the world. Since
that day in May, the members of the Class of 2009
have been transitioning into a wildly diverse set of
new careers, sharing their love for Cornell in their
new communities and taking President Skorton’s
advice to heart. Rachel Kulick is touring south-
eastern Europe by Volkswagen Eurovan, collecting
wood samples from archaeological sites and from
actual forests as part of a research project with
the Cornell dendro lab. She will begin a Master of
Philosophy program at Cambridge in October. Jessi
Prue heads to Poland for a human rights fellow-
ship program for the summer, and then will live
in Washington, DC, and work at the Lex Mundi Pro
Bono Foundation, a foundation that pairs social
entrepreneurs with pro bono legal counsel. Right
after graduation, Shannan Scarselletta enjoyed a
whirlwind world tour, with stops in London, Madrid,
Pamplona (running of the bulls!), Prague, Vienna,
and Munich. Ariana Constant has joined the Peace
Corps and will work as an agroforestry extension
agent in Senegal for 27 months starting in August.
Julia Radice spent a week exploring Greece right
after graduation and has now settled into her job
as a paralegal with Paul Weiss in New York City.

CJ Slicklen spent some time in Ithaca after
graduation to clerk for the Class of 1949’s 60th
Reunion. It was a great experience. He planned
to move to Manhattan and begin working for
Brookdale Senior Living at the end of July. Clau-
dia Cohen now lives in a fabulous apartment in
Brooklyn and attends Brooklyn Law School. Af-
ter graduation, Noah Grynberg packed up for a
cross-country drive that took him through North
Carolina, Arkansas, and the surprisingly desolate
state of New Mexico. He planned to spend the
rest of the summer swimming with the turtles in
Maui before beginning his studies at Harvard Law
School in the fall.

Right after graduation, Jimmy Germano com-
peted in Sacramento, CA, at the National Cham-
pionship Regatta. Now he works in Washington,
DC, at a law firm. Kara Capelli works in the cor-
porate sponsorship division of NPR in Washington,
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community, professional, and alumni affairs. Sig-
ma Alpha Epsilon.

’37 BA—Virginia Cobb of Ithaca, NY, April 19,
2009; psychiatric social worker; active in alumni
affairs. Delta Delta Delta.

’37 BA—John S. DeBeers of Santa Rosa, CA, May
20, 2009; economist, Inter-American Development
Bank, Puerto Rican Govt. Development Bank, Latin
American Division of the US Treasury Dept.; trustee,
Deep Springs College; active in civic, community,
professional, religious, and alumni affairs.

’37 BA, JD ’39—Samuel B. Groner of Chevy Chase,
MD, May 16, 2009; administrative law judge; at-
torney; member, board of contract appeals, Dept.
of Labor; associate chief trial lawyer, Dept. of the
Navy; veteran; author; active in civic, community,
professional, religious, and alumni affairs. 

’37-39 SP Ag—Kenneth I. Hale of Cheshire, CT,
December 14, 2008; poultry farmer; active in
civic, community, and religious affairs.

’37—Alfred A. Reiss of Manhasset, NY, March 31,
2009; senior VP, Douglas Leigh and Van Wagner
Communications; veteran; active in community
relations. Beta Sigma Rho.

’37 MD—Arthur M. Rogers of Lake Wales, FL, Au-
gust 25, 2004; physician.

’37—Baird R. Tewksbury Jr. of Stuart, FL, May
13, 2008; real estate broker; active in communi-
ty affairs. Delta Phi.

’37 DVM—Victor F. Van Wagenen of Fultonville,
NY, April 18, 2009; veterinarian.

’38 BA, PhD ’60—Mary Stillman Zink of Orono,
ME, December 30, 2008; dean of women and di-
rector, university testing service, U. of Maine;
head resident, Elon College and Duke U.; execu-
tive, Girl Scouts of America; member, first educa-
tional commission to China during the Cold War;
active in community, professional, religious, and
alumni affairs.

’39—Myron K. Baldwin of Phelps, NY, March
4, 2008.

’39 BA—Robert T. Horn of Ithaca, NY, May 4,
2009; senior VP in charge of investment, Cornell
U.; veteran; pianist and organist; Civil War his-
tory enthusiast; active in civic, community, pro-
fessional, and alumni affairs.

’39 BA, BS Chem E ’40—Thomas N. Ingerson of
Easton, MD, December 14, 2008; retired plant
manager, FMC Corp.; active in civic and commu-
nity affairs.

’39 BS Ag—Alfred C. Kuchler of Barneveld, NY,
November 5, 2008; social worker; also operated
a tax service; veteran; active in civic and com-
munity affairs.

’39 BA—Madeleine Weil Lowens of Point Look-
out, NY, May 3, 2009; active in alumni affairs. Al-
pha Epsilon Phi.

’39, BA ’40—John C. McKisson of Leland, MI, and
Naples, FL, formerly of Toledo, OH, April 2, 2009;
president, B&D Manufacturing; VP, Toledo Steel

Alumni Deaths

’28 BA, JD ’30—Col. Howard S. Levie of Ports-
mouth, RI, April 19, 2009; legal expert on the law
of war; key draftsman of the Korean War Armistice
agreement; chief, Army JAG Corps’ Int’l Affairs Di-
vision; professor emeritus, St. Louis U. School of
Law; lecturer, Naval War College; veteran; author;
active in professional and alumni affairs. Sigma
Alpha Mu.

’29 BA—Ruth Calkins Guerin of Marshall, MI,
April 3, 2009. Delta Gamma.

’29—Eloise Barry Oakes of Medina, NY, May 14,
2009; librarian; active in civic, community, and
religious affairs.

’30 BS HE—Dora Wagner Conrath (Mrs. Robert E.
’30) of Fairfield, CA, April 30, 2009; active in
alumni affairs.

’32 BA—James W. Oppenheimer of Buffalo, NY,
May 18, 2009; real estate executive; former class
correspondent; active in artistic, civic, communi-
ty, professional, and alumni affairs. Zeta Beta Tau.

’32 BEE—Harold B. Smith of Walworth, NY, May
23, 2004; worked for General Motors.

’33, BS Ag ’34—Katharine Merritt Bell of Peace
Dale, RI, April 2, 2009; retired secretary.

’33 BA—Frances Staley Durham (Mrs. Archibald
G. ’31) of Medford, NJ, January 13, 2009; active
in civic, community, professional, religious, and
alumni affairs.

’33 BS HE—Ernestine Elmendorf Taylor of
Yarmouth Port, MA, March 3, 2009; manager, mu-
seum gift shop, Albany Inst. of History and Art;
dietitian; active in civic and community affairs.

’34—Donald H. Ramsey of Fairmont, MN, Janu-
ary 2, 2009; engineer and labor relations worker,
Firestone Tire and Rubber; active in community
and religious affairs. Alpha Chi Rho.

’35, BA ’37—Arthur H. Dick of Rutland, VT, and
Boca Raton, FL, December 8, 2007; real estate
agent; owner, Dicks’ Dress Co.; veteran; active in
civic, community, professional, and religious affairs.

’35 BA—Elizabeth Strong Diebold (Mrs. Charles
H. ’30, PhD ’37) of Ottumwa, IA, formerly of Per-
alta, NM, January 14, 2009; past secretary, Albu-
querque chapter of NAACP; deacon, Presbyterian
Church; farmer; active in civic, community, and
religious affairs.

’35 BME—Frank Ptacek of Blue Bell, PA, January
3, 2008.

’35 BME—Eugene C. Schum of Huntsville, AL,
March 14, 2009; owner, Schum Engineering Sales
Co.; veteran; active in alumni affairs. Tau Beta Phi.

’35 BS Ag—Lyle M. Thorpe of Tolland, CT, No-
vember 11, 2008; director, Connecticut Dept. of
Fisheries and Game; consultant on fisheries

restoration projects; veteran; active in civic, com-
munity, and professional affairs.

’35 BS Ag—Beatrice Coleman Wells of Miami
Beach, FL, April 6, 2009; active in alumni affairs.

’36-38 SP Ag—James E. Abel of Hackettstown,
NJ, March 7, 2009; research chemist, Picatinny
Arsenal; veteran; active in civic, community, and
religious affairs.

’36 MS—Alexander P. H. Barclay of Toronto, On-
tario, Canada, June 16, 2008; general mgr., pro-
fessional equipment division, Philips Electronic
Industries; mgr., electrical engineering, Canada
Post; general mgr., Ryerson Applied Research; also
worked for Canadian Westinghouse, Northern Elec-
tric, Research Enterprises, and Rogers Radio Tubes;
active in professional and alumni affairs.

’36 BS HE—Mary Park Carsman of Cincinnati, OH,
December 16, 2008; worked as an aide to Eleanor
Roosevelt; active in community and religious affairs.

’36 BA—Helen Harding Clark (Mrs. Charles A. ’37)
of Binghamton, NY, April 16, 2009; past president,
American Assn. of University Women; active in
civic, community, professional, religious, and
alumni affairs.

’36 BME—Marshall S. Eldridge of Goshen, NY,
March 1, 2009; community relations manager and
manufacturing laboratory manager, Avon Products;
veteran; active in civic, community, and religious
affairs. Seal & Serpent.

’36 BA—Blanche Allegra Law Ireland of Glens
Falls and Lake George, NY, March 18, 2009; resident
director, Morrisville Agricultural and Technical Col-
lege; English teacher; former class correspondent;
active in civic, community, professional, religious,
and alumni affairs. Delta Delta Delta.

’36 BEE—Lt. Col. C. H. Leet of Chapel Hill, NC,
February 19, 2009; electrical engineer, Exide and
Rayovac; veteran; active in religious affairs.

’36-40 GR—Ruby Rice Little of Eugene, OR, Feb-
ruary 2, 2009; research botanist, US Agricultural
Research Service; assisted her husband on Audubon
Society Field Guide to North American Trees and
other textbooks; artist; shape-note singer; active
in community and professional affairs.

’36 BA—Marian Killips Longyear of Kennebunk,
ME, May 20, 2008; homemaker. Delta Delta Delta.

’36 BME—Andrew W. Peirce of Saint Joseph, MI,
March 14, 2009. Beta Theta Pi.

’36-37 GR—Philip B. Post of Gowanda, NY, Feb-
ruary 16, 2009; taught horticulture at SUNY at Al-
fred Ag & Tech College; retired chemical stockroom
keeper, Alfred U. College of Ceramics; veteran; ac-
tive in civic, community, and religious affairs.

’37, BA ’38—Robert C. Brown of Vero Beach,
FL, June 12, 2009; realtor; veteran; active in
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economist; teacher; active in community and
alumni affairs.

’41 BS Ag—Frederick W. Riggs of Woodstock, IL,
formerly of Kensington, CT, January 20, 2009; dis-
trict manager, Connecticut Light and Power;
NROTC instructor, Northwestern U.; recruitment
officer; veteran; active in community affairs.

’41 BS Ag—Harold D. Robertson of Dayton, OH,
October 16, 2007; physician. Beta Theta Pi. Wife,
Prudence (Lehrbach) ’41.

’41 BS Ag—Prudence Lehrbach Robertson (Mrs.
Harold D. ’41) of Dayton, OH, March 13, 2009; ac-
tive in community and religious affairs.

’41, BS Nurs ’43—Margaret Wood Simpson (Mrs.
Raymond R. ’41) of York, NY, September 12, 2008;
retired nurse.

’41 BS Ag—Raymond R. Simpson of York, NY,
January 7, 2009; retired farmer. Alpha Gamma Rho.

’42—Edmund R. Baker of Pompano Beach, FL,
formerly of Corning, NY, January 7, 2009; worked
for Corning Inc.; veteran. Phi Gamma Delta.

’42 BA—Ruth Johnson Herron of Bristol, NH,
January 11, 2009; photographer; artist; author;
worked for MacMillan Co. and State Street Trust;
active in civic, community, and religious affairs.

’42 BS HE—Margaret Bull Majak of Watertown,
NY, January 29, 2009; active in alumni affairs.

’42—Joseph S. Silvera of Rocklin, CA, formerly
of Hercules, CA, December 4, 2008; retired from
Sacramento County; also worked for McDonnell
Douglas; veteran; active in community and reli-
gious affairs.

’42 BA—Emily Germer St. John of Lake Oswego,
OR, April 27, 2009; marriage and family counselor;
artist; pilot; active in civic, community, and reli-
gious affairs.

’43 BME—Robert C. Byrne of Greenwood Village,
CO, February 12, 2009. Chi Psi.

’43 BME—Jes J. Dall III of Old Greenwich, CT,
March 17, 2009; custom home builder, Clarke
Builders Inc.; active in civic and alumni affairs.
Phi Delta Theta.

’43 BS HE—Elizabeth Barlow Davids of Charles
Town, WV, February 13, 2009; owner, The Dress-
ing Room; active in religious affairs.

’43 BS Ag—James H. Decker of Cincinnati, OH,
February 21, 2009; social worker; taught at Ohio
State U.; veteran; active in community affairs.
Wife, Marjorie (Heit) ’43.

’43, BS Ag ’46—George E. Hiebeler Jr. of Bren-
ham, TX, formerly of Chatham, NY, March 27,
2009; worked for Sterling Winthrop pharmaceuti-
cal company; former farmer; veteran.

’43—Martin L. Kay of White Plains, NY, April 8,
2009; owner and operator, L. Katzenstein & Co.;
active in community and professional affairs. Phi
Sigma Delta.

’43 BME—Arthur J. LaCroix of Needham and

Sagamore Beach, MA, February 12, 2009; project
engineer, New England Electric System; veteran;
active in community affairs. Lambda Chi Alpha.

’43 BA—Kent D. Lawson of Oneonta, NY, Febru-
ary 24, 2009; professor emeritus, SUNY Oneonta;
also taught at Bennington College; developed
EDUX, a course in creative thought; active in pro-
fessional affairs.

’43 B Chem E—Edward D. Lewis of Washington,
DC, September 6, 2007.

’43—Leo Lewis of Washington, DC, January
22, 2005.

’43—Henry T. Sheldon of Hunter, NY, July 27,
2008; pension and insurance broker; financial
planner; veteran; active in community, profes-
sional, and religious affairs. Psi Upsilon.

’44, BS Ag ’47, MS Ag ’49—Maurice E. Becker
of Albuquerque, NM, December 28, 2008; micro-
biologist; directed state virology laboratories in
Maryland and Michigan; veteran; artist; writer; Al-
buquerque Citizen of the Year, 1999; active in
community affairs.

’44, BCE ’47—Robert T. Cochran II of Summit, NJ,
January 7, 2009; wholesale produce merchant; pres-
ident, Robert T. Cochran and Co.; veteran; active in
civic, community, and professional affairs. Chi Psi.

’44 BA—Virginia Walker Colbath of Wolfeboro,
NH, formerly of Laconia, NH, December 18, 2008;
elementary school teacher; active in community
affairs. Delta Delta Delta.

’44 BA—Roseann Gibbons Davis of Deland, FL,
April 1, 2009; hotelier; writer; pianist; active in
community affairs. Kappa Kappa Gamma.

’44—Lenore Kaplan Finkelstein of Longboat Key,
FL, March 28, 2009.

’44—Morton Guttenberg of Pittsford, NY, April 2,
2009; dentist; associate professor, U. of Rochester
Medical and Dental School; veteran.

’44, BA ’47, MD ’51—Robert L. Hirsch of Rye,
NY, March 20, 2009; former medical director,
Greater New York Blood Program. Sigma Alpha
Mu. Wife, Lillian (Levine) ’45.

’44, BME ’47—Stewart E. Lauer Jr. of Pitts-
burgh, PA, March 22, 2009; worked for Westing-
house Electric; veteran. Alpha Tau Omega.

’44, BS Ag ’43, MS Ag ’48—Edgar R. Lemon of
Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario, Canada, March 30,
2009; agronomy professor, Cornell U.; active in
professional affairs. Acacia.

’44 BME—William H. Schlegel of Wyomissing, PA,
February 23, 2009; president, Cacoosing Industries;
executive, Berkshire Knitting Mills; veteran; active
in community, professional, and religious affairs.

’45-46 SP Ag—Eino V. Alve of Spencer, NY, May
29, 2009; retired dairy farmer; veteran; author; ac-
tive in civic and community affairs.

’45—Robert J. Aronson of Brewer, ME, January
11, 2009; operated Merry-Go-Round Children’s
Shop; veteran.

Tube; executive VP and partner, Quickprint; veteran;
active in community and alumni affairs. Chi Phi.

’39 BS Ag, PhD ’49—Spencer H. Morrison of
Wiarton, Ontario, Canada, December 30, 2008; di-
rector; active in alumni affairs.

’39 BA—Salvatore A. Yannitelli of Battle Creek,
MI, January 23, 2009; retired family physician;
former director, Battle Creek tuberculosis clinic;
author; active in civic, community, professional,
and religious affairs.

’40 BEE—Bruce E. Nelson of Cupertino, CA, Jan-
uary 4, 2009; retired from Varian Associates. Tau
Beta Phi.

’40 BS Ag—John A. Sigman of West Chester, PA,
February 23, 2009; chief engineer, textile fibers,
DuPont; active in community and religious affairs.
Theta Chi.

’40—George R. Simpson of Kirkville, NY, March
2, 2009; VP, finance, GTE; veteran; active in com-
munity affairs. Phi Delta Theta.

’40—Robert B. Woodbury Jr. of Lakewood, NJ,
formerly of Scotch Plains, NJ, February 14, 2009;
purchasing agent, Atlantic Metal Products; veter-
an; active in civic and community affairs.

’41 BA—Benjamin L. Candee of Cleveland, OH,
January 10, 2009; school psychologist and su-
pervisor for psychological services, Cleveland
schools; area officer, UN Relief in Israel (1949).

’41, BA ’42—Morton H. Farber of New York City,
April 22, 2009; attorney for Tony Bennett, John-
ny Mathis, Jerry Vale, and the Copacabana; vet-
eran; active in community, professional, and
alumni affairs. Beta Sigma Rho.

’41 BA—John H. Galligan of Lincoln University,
PA, July 6, 2006; high school English and French
teacher; veteran; painter; active in community
and religious affairs.

’41 BA—Dale Kuntz Galston (Mrs. Arthur W. ’40)
of Hamden, CT, March 19, 2009; retired psy-
chotherapist, Clifford W. Beers Clinic; early child-
hood educator; guardian ad litem; active in
community and professional affairs.

’41 BA—Robert L. Goldfarb of Studio City, CA,
January 18, 2009; Hollywood literary agent; vet-
eran; active in community and professional affairs.

’41 BS Ag—Robert C. Gulvin of Frewsburg, NY,
March 2, 2009. Alpha Zeta.

’41—Helen Disbrow Hequembourg of Greenville,
SC, formerly of Schenectady, NY, February 7, 2009;
worked for the Hequembourg Agency. Pi Beta Phi.

’41 BA—Grace O’Dare Kimball (Mrs. Clark C. ’41,
LLB ’48) of Santa Fe, NM, April 19, 2009; veter-
an; school board president; active in civic and
community organizations, and in alumni affairs.

’41, BS HE ’40—Hermine Lawatsch MacFadyen
of Lenox, MA, January 5, 2009; homemaker; ac-
tive in religious affairs.

’41 BS HE—Cornelia Merritt Merwin (Mrs. Roger
M. ’42) of Sykesville, MD, March 1, 2009; home
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’45 BA—Laurel L. Bolgiano of New York City,
June 10, 2009; social worker. Chi Omega.

’45 BME—Richard H. Brown of Milford, PA, De-
cember 27, 2008. Phi Delta Theta.

’45, B Chem E ’48—O. Thomas Buffalow Jr. of
San Mateo, CA, March 27, 2009; worked for
Chevron Corp.; veteran; active in community, pro-
fessional, and alumni affairs. Kappa Sigma.

’45 BA—Elizabeth B. Cauhape of San Francisco,
CA, March 3, 2009; sociology teacher, San Jose
State U. and Ohlone College; counselor and li-
censed psychologist; author; active in civic, com-
munity, and professional affairs. Delta Delta Delta.

’45, BS HE ’44—Carol Graves Christie of Bedford,
VA, January 20, 2009; kindergarten teacher; ac-
tive in civic, community, and religious affairs.

’45—Gilberta Stevens Cism of Harpursville, NY,
May 29, 2009; homemaker; active in civic, com-
munity, religious, and alumni affairs. Husband,
Franklyn P. Cism Jr. ’49.

’45—Raymond T. Cole of Sodus, NY, February 20,
2007. Phi Delta Theta.

’45 BEE—Wilbur R. Comstock of Penn Yan, NY,
March 26, 2009; electrical engineer, General Elec-
tric; farmer; veteran; active in community and re-
ligious affairs.

’45, BA ’44, MD ’47—William J. Grant of Fort
Myers, FL, March 19, 2009; physician. Sigma Pi.

’45, BS HE ’44—Mary Mershon Hoffman of An-
napolis, MD, January 8, 2009; teacher; author;
active in community and religious affairs. Delta
Delta Delta. Husband, William F. Hoffman Jr. ’45,
BCE ’44.

’45, MD ’48—Alan Iddles of Dillon, MT, former-
ly of Bozeman, MT, February 26, 2009; surgeon;
veteran; active in civic, community, and profes-
sional affairs. Sigma Chi.

’45—Richard D. Idler of Bigfork, MT, formerly of
Malibu, CA, January 11, 2009; real estate devel-
oper; also worked for Alcoa; active in civic, com-
munity, professional, and religious affairs. Theta
Delta Chi.

’45, BS Hotel ’48—George M. Irey of Ocala, FL,
January 28, 2009; store planner, JC Penney; vet-
eran. Phi Kappa Tau.

’45, BME ’47—Henry P. Kirchner of State Col-
lege, PA, December 11, 2008; founder and presi-
dent, Ceramic Finishing Co.; also worked at
Linden Laboratories, Cornell Aeronautical Labora-
tory, and Corning Glass Works; veteran; author;
active in community and professional affairs. Al-
pha Delta Phi. Wife, Elizabeth (Parsons) ’50.

’45—William B. Lambert of Oakwood, OH, and
Naples, FL, January 7, 2009; owner, Lambert Corp.;
veteran; active in community and religious affairs.
Beta Theta Pi. Wife, Evelyn (Knowlton) ’45.

’45—Hamilton A. Mero of Oneida, NY, February
14, 2009; architect; senior resident architect,
Griffiss Air Force Base; veteran; active in civic,
community, professional, and religious affairs.

’46 PhD—Willard E. Caldwell of Washington, DC,
December 14, 2008; professor emeritus of psychol-
ogy, George Washington U.; researched sleep ap-
nea and sudden infant death syndrome; editor.

’46 BS Ag—William C. Carter of Trenton, NJ,
June 11, 2008.

’46 BME—Alfred E. Czerkas of Irondequoit, NY,
March 22, 2009; worked for Eastman Kodak; ac-
tive in religious affairs.

’46, BS Ag ’49—Eugene Freund of East Canaan,
CT, December 5, 2008; president, Freund Farm
Inc.; veteran; active in civic, community, and re-
ligious affairs.

’46 BS HE—Lillian von Wieding Haggart of Grand
Island, NE, formerly of St. Paul, NE, January 25,
2009; administrative assistant/bookkeeper, St.
Paul public schools; active in civic, community,
and religious affairs.

’46, BA ’45—Anne Bordon Meyer of New
Rochelle, NY, April 6, 2009; real estate agent. Al-
pha Epsilon Phi.

’46, BA ’47—Harry C. Middleton III of West
Chester, PA, March 20, 2009; president, Lighting
Associates; veteran; active in community affairs.
Sigma Alpha Epsilon.

’46, BA ’47—Walker S. Richardson of Harrisville,
NH, December 29, 2006; executive.

’46 BS HE—Jean Kutschbach Samper of Bogotá,
Colombia, March 8, 2009. Husband, Armando
Samper ’43.

’47 BS Ag—George B. Becker of Port Orange, FL,
November 25, 2008; area administrator, Purdue
Extension Services; veteran; active in religious af-
fairs. Pi Beta Phi.

’47 BA—Joy Peters Bizik of Tucson, AZ, March
30, 2009; retired educational administrator.

’47—John A. Brownell Jr. of New London, CT,
December 22, 2008; pilot; schoolteacher; also
worked for General Dynamics; veteran; author.

’47 BA—Fent Hoffman Ferris (Mrs. Arthur F., PhD
’50) of Fremont, CA, February 24, 2009; professor,
St. Mary’s College of Maryland and U. of Missouri,
Kansas City; active in professional affairs. 

’47, BS HE ’46—Joyce Bolt Hales of Bountiful,
UT, formerly of Queensbury, NY, December 11,
2008; home economics teacher; active in religious
affairs.

’47—Raymond L. Johnson of Berwyn, PA, Au-
gust 25, 2008.

’47 BA—Harold Tepperman of San Antonio, TX,
November 23, 2008; pharmaceutical researcher,
Johnson & Johnson; also worked for Cooper Vi-
sion; veteran; active in community, religious, and
alumni affairs. Wife, Rita (Koenig) ’42.

’47 MS, PhD ’49—William P. Van Eseltine of
Louisville, KY, formerly of Athens, GA, February 6,
2009; professor emeritus of microbiology, U. of
Georgia; also taught at Clemson U.; active in pro-
fessional affairs.

’48 PhD—James M. Beattie of State College, PA,
March 4, 2009; professor emeritus of horticulture
and dean, College of Agricultural Sciences, Penn
State U.; professor of pomology, Ohio State U.;
associate director, Ohio Agricultural Experiment
Station; veteran; active in civic, community, pro-
fessional, and religious affairs.

’48 BArch—Theodore O. Boyd of Huntingdon
Valley, PA, November 3, 2008; retired director of
construction, F. W. Woolworth Co.; former USMC
lieutenant; served in the South Pacific and land-
ed on Iwo Jima; active in church Seniors Club. 

’48—Paul R. Chanin of Palm Beach, FL, former-
ly of New York City, April 30, 2009; real estate
developer; civil engineer; architect; restaurateur;
veteran; active in community and religious affairs.
Beta Sigma Rho.

’48—Elorsa Moot Garrison of Hyde Park, NY, Feb-
ruary 17, 2009; piano teacher; newspaper colum-
nist; youth choir director; dental assistant; active
in civic, community, and religious affairs.

’48 BS ILR—Christopher L. Henderson of Safe-
ty Harbor, FL, May 5, 2009; assistant to the chair-
man, US Atomic Energy Commission; active in
civic and community affairs. Sigma Alpha Epsilon.

’48—Leonard J. Jamiolkowski of New Paltz, NY,
December 22, 2008; coordinator of engineering ed-
ucation, IBM; veteran; active in community affairs.

’48 JD—Stanley M. Levy of Silver Spring, MD,
April 16, 2009; administrative law judge, Federal
Maritime Commission; staff lawyer, Office of Price
Stabilization, Justice Dept., US Navy, and Small
Business Administration; law professor, U. of
Arkansas; veteran; author; TV host; active in civic,
community, and professional affairs.

’48 BA—Arthur R. Seaton Jr. of East Williston,
NY, November 27, 2008; retired sales executive
and regional pharmaceutical mgr., Parke Davis;
veteran; active in religious and alumni affairs.

’48 BA—Arthur M. Shelton Jr. of Hot Springs,
AR, formerly of Oakland, CA, February 28, 2009;
attorney; corporate mediator; co-founder, CalPine;
veteran; active in civic, community, and profes-
sional affairs. Delta Phi.

’48 LLB—Leonard C. Thompson of Prairie Village,
KS, February 19, 2009; worked for Glen Falls In-
surance Co.; attorney; veteran; active in commu-
nity, religious, and alumni affairs.

’49 BS HE—Virginia Hagemeyer Adami of Deer-
field, NH, May 9, 2009. Pi Beta Phi.

’49—Bruce H. Banks of Norfolk, VA, January 5,
2009; retired asst. field director, American Red Cross;
veteran; active in professional affairs. Delta Phi.

’49 MS—Eileen B. Burke of Glenview, IL, July
6, 2008.

’49—James V. Cotter of Stafford, VA, December
16, 2008; special agent, FBI; inspector, FBI Nat’l
Academy, Quantico; law enforcement consultant;
headed Commission on Accreditation of Law En-
forcement Agencies; also worked for Burroughs
Adding Machine Co.; veteran; active in profes-
sional affairs. Phi Kappa Sigma.
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’49 BS Ag—James W. Coulter of Lockport, NY,
April 17, 2009; agricultural chemical salesman,
Chevron Chemical; operated Coulter Farms; pioneer
in reduced tillage/no-till systems; innovator in
strawberry and small fruit production; active in
civic, community, professional, and religious af-
fairs. Alpha Gamma Rho. Wife, Shirley (Nagler) ’49.

’49 BS HE—Marian Madison Di Stasio of Spring
Lake Heights, NJ, and West Palm Beach, FL, De-
cember 17, 2008; active in community affairs.

’49 BS ORIE—Richard S. Eisenbrown of Chagrin
Falls, OH, June 1, 2008. Kappa Sigma.

’49 BCE, MCE ’56—Jerry J. Fallon of Santa Rosa,
CA, March 27, 2008; civil engineer.

’49 BME—Richard P. Feyk of Stony Brook, NY,
August 17, 2008; retired engineer, Grumman
Corp.; veteran. Tau Beta Phi.

’49 MBA—Paul J. Gordon of Bloomington, IN,
January 5, 2009; professor emeritus of manage-
ment, Kelley School of Business, U. of Indiana.

’49 JD—Philip S. Hesby of Findlay, OH, March 25,
2009; investor; attorney; active in alumni affairs.

’49 BA, JD ’52—John E. Hoefer of Odessa, FL,
April 5, 2006; attorney. Alpha Tau Omega.

’49 BME—Stanley K. Kempner of Southold, NY,
December 1, 2005; director, environmental
dept., Western Electric; veteran; active in com-
munity affairs.

’49 BS Hotel—Lewis J. Malamut of Atlantic City,
NJ, and Boca Raton, FL, April 2, 2009; president,
Shelburne Assocs.; hotelier; veteran; active in
civic, community, professional, religious, and
alumni affairs. Pi Lambda Phi.

’49—James S. McEntegart of Saddle River, NJ,
and Jupiter Island, FL, May 20, 2009; president,
McEntegart Construction Co.; president, Melmac
Management Co.; veteran; active in civic and
community affairs. Sigma Pi.

’49 BA—Walter A. Peek of Beaver Falls, PA, April
17, 2009; president, Walter D. Peek paper sales
company; veteran; barbershop choral singer; ac-
tive in community and alumni affairs. Lambda Chi
Alpha.

’49 BS HE—Elaine Tobkin Pelavin of San Fran-
cisco, CA, December 7, 2008; consultant, San
Francisco Dept. of Public Education; pioneer, Head
Start Program; active in civic, community, and
alumni affairs.

’49 BS Ag—James W. Saville of Orchard Park,
NY, May 4, 2009. Alpha Gamma Rho.

’49—Theodore A. White of Clayton, NY, Decem-
ber 27, 2006; worked for LaFargeville Agway and
Farm Supply; accountant, General Electric; active
in civic, community, and religious affairs.

’50 B Chem E—William T. Bedenk of Newnan,
GA, December 18, 2008; chemical engineer.

’50 MS, PhD ’55—Milton F. Boyden of Covelo, CA,
December 16, 2008; school superintendent; worked
in education at the federal, state, and local levels;

researched educational access for Native Ameri-
cans; veteran; active in civic, community, and pro-
fessional affairs.

’50—Newton C. Burnett Jr. of Jupiter, FL, June
6, 2008. Phi Kappa Psi.

’50—Thomas C. Chace of Sisters, OR, March 23,
2009. Chi Psi.

’50 MS Ag—William J. Collins of Tempe, AZ, for-
merly of Clinton Township, MI, February 16, 2009;
dairy extension agent and researcher in the arti-
ficial breeding of cattle; worked for Mississippi
State U., Montana State U., Kansas State U., and
Michigan State U.; active in community and reli-
gious affairs.

’50, BS HE ’51—Evelyn Jones De Hart (Mrs.
Ralph B. ’51) of Brooksville, FL, March 7, 2009;
elementary school teacher; veteran; active in
civic, community, and religious affairs.

’50 BS Ag—Donald E. Hope of Fresno, CA, Feb-
ruary 23, 2009; division marketing manager, Penn-
walt Corp.; veteran; active in community and
professional affairs.

’50-52 GR—Lewis P. Mason of Ogunquit, ME,
January 9, 2009; attorney; retired parole officer,
NYS Executive Dept., Div. of Parole; veteran. Wife,
Patricia (Hewson) ’55.

’50 BS Hotel—John W. McCormick of Stamford,
CT, February 23, 2009; VP and nat’l training di-
rector, Howard Johnson Co.; general mgr., restau-
rant operations, Nathan’s Famous; owner, Tiffin
Restaurant; wrote the sanitation manual, New York
State Food Merchants Assn.; feature writer, Gan-
nett Westchester Rockland newspapers; veteran;
active in professional affairs. 

’50 BS Ag—Gerhard A. Schad of Chadds Ford,
PA, April 25, 2009; professor of parasitology, U.
of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine; ex-
pert on hookworms; also taught at McGill U. and
Johns Hopkins U.; author; active in professional
affairs. Phi Kappa Tau.

’50 BME—Theodore H. Schoenberg of Charlton,
NY, April 2, 2009; mechanical engineer; active in
alumni affairs. Alpha Epsilon Pi.

’50, BEE ’51—Allen W. Strack of Saratoga
Springs, NY, March 20, 2009; veteran.

’51 BA—Richard D. Borden of Portland, OR, Feb-
ruary 24, 2008.

’51—Frederick D. Chapin of Winchester, OR, No-
vember 3, 2008.

’51 BS ILR—Eugene P. Dennehy of Upper Arling-
ton, OH, April 21, 2009; director of labor relations,
American Electric Power; active in community and
professional affairs.

’51 LLB—James B. Doyle of Penfield, NY, Octo-
ber 7, 2006; attorney.

’51 BS Ag—Harold J. Farmer of Robbinsville, NC,
May 31, 2009; veteran. Pi Kappa Phi.

’51 BME—William J. Johenning of Wallingford,
PA, June 26, 2008; worked for General Electric.
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’51 BA—David J. Kallen of Grand Ledge, MI, April
20, 2009; professor of sociology, Dept. of Pedi-
atrics and Human Development, Michigan State
U.; author; editor; photographer; active in civic,
community, professional, and alumni affairs. Wa-
termargin. Wife, Sandra (Ames) ’56.

’51 MD—Harold V. Liddle of Salt Lake City, UT,
November 30, 2008; thoracic surgeon; practiced at
the Rumel Chest Clinic, LDS Hospital, and Primary
Children’s Medical Center; clinical professor of sur-
gery and faculty member, Resident Training Program
in Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery, U. of Utah
College of Medicine; veteran; master gardener; ac-
tive in community and professional affairs.

’51 MS Chem E—Frederick W. Mader of West
Grove, PA, December 12, 2008; senior research
fellow, Chambers Works’ Jackson Lab; also worked
for DuPont Experimental Station; veteran. 

’51 MBA—Roger R. Palmer of San Marcos, TX, for-
merly of St. Paul, MN, December 18, 2008; senior
VP and comptroller, First Bank; emeritus professor
of finance, St. Thomas U.; veteran; photographer;
active in community and professional affairs.

’51 BS Ag—James A. Paul of Mesa, AZ, Decem-
ber 29, 2008.

’51, BEE ’52—Donald H. Shenk of Puyallup, WA,
November 30, 2008; worked for Pacific First Fed-
eral Bank; also worked as computer programmer
for General Electric/Honeywell; veteran; active in
community and religious affairs.

’52 BA—Lawrence D. Breslau of Baltimore, MD,
March 23, 2009; psychiatrist; expert in geriatric
psychiatry; practiced in Baltimore and Cleveland;
active in professional affairs.

’52 MEd—Albert R. Connors of New Hartford,
NY, March 19, 2009; senior employment inter-
viewer, NYS Dept. of Labor; supervisor of voca-
tional education, Newport News, VA; veteran;
author; train aficionado; active in community and
religious affairs.

’52 BA—Charles W. Daves of Princeton, NJ, May
2, 2009; educator; active in community affairs.
Watermargin.

’52 BA—Carlene Dyke Ludlum (Mrs. David B. ’51)
of Delmar, NY, March 31, 2009; active in commu-
nity affairs.

’52 BS Ag—Kenneth G. Mayne of Burlington
Flats, NY, January 25, 2009; retired from Carpen-
ter Union Local 258; outdoorsman; certified
hunter safety instructor; veteran; active in civic,
community, professional, and religious affairs.

’52 JD—Robert A. Mendelsohn of White Plains,
NY, December 28, 2008; attorney; NYS no-fault
arbitrator; veteran; active in community and re-
ligious affairs. Wife, Leah (Loonsk) ’53.

’52 BS Hotel—E. Whitney Mitchell of Stuart, FL,
May 17, 2009; real estate broker; veteran; active
in community, professional, and alumni affairs.
Theta Delta Chi.

’52—Joseph L. Wannamaker of St. Matthews,
SC, February 18, 2009; cotton farmer; operated
W. W. Wannamaker Seed Farms; introduced in-row

subsoiling; active in civic, community, and pro-
fessional affairs. Theta Delta Chi.

’52 MS Ag, EdD ’62—Hoyt M. Warren of Auburn,
AL, February 28, 2009; assistant director, Alabama
Cooperative Extension Service; veteran; author; ac-
tive in civic, community, and professional affairs.

’53, B Chem E ’54—James E. Baumann of Pine-
hurst, NC, February 10, 2008; senior sales execu-
tive, Baker Perkins Inc.; veteran; active in
community affairs. Pi Kappa Alpha.

’53—George O. Bluhm of Fairport, NY, March 10,
2009; president, Parkside Dairy; veteran.

’53 BA—Frederick J. Damerau of Goshen, CT,
formerly of North Salem, NY, January 27, 2009;
pioneer in artificial intelligence; worked for IBM;
veteran; active in civic, community, and profes-
sional affairs. Wife, Diane (Deci) ’54.

’53, BCE ’54, MCE ’58—Robert A. Dunbar of
Columbus, OH, March 20, 2009; retired consult-
ing technical engineer. Alpha Sigma Phi.

’53, B Chem E ’54—Mark D. Inskeep of Whea-
ton, IL, January 8, 2009.

’53 BS HE—Louise Laverty Matejka of Whisper-
ing Pines, NC, formerly of New City, NY, March 13,
2009; director, Girls Club of Jamestown; asst. di-
rector, Regional Census Special Census Enumerator;
real estate agent; active in community affairs. Al-
pha Xi Delta. Husband, Joseph P. Matejka ’54.

’53 BA, MD ’57—Joyce C. Shaver-Hitchings of
Chapel Hill, NC, April 3, 2009; physician; spe-
cialized in the treatment of alcoholism and drug
addiction; professor, U. of North Carolina, Chapel
Hill Graduate and Medical School; pianist; active
in community and professional affairs. Kappa Kap-
pa Gamma.

’53 BS Nurs—Sara Parsons Topping of Pompano
Beach, FL, formerly of Lyndonville, VT, January
18, 2009; registered nurse; active in community
and religious affairs. Kappa Delta.

’53 BS Ag—Virginia Davis Welch of Nampa, ID,
formerly of Caldwell, ID, February 16, 2009; ac-
tive in community and religious affairs.

’53 PhD—Ralph D. Winter of Pasadena, CA, May
20, 2009; chancellor, William Carey Int’l U.; mis-
sionary; professor of missions, Fuller Theological
Seminary; founder, US Center for World Mission;
veteran.

’54—James R. Crist of Walden, NY, March 11,
2009; owner, Crist Orchards; active in civic, com-
munity, and professional affairs.

’54 BA—Rev. Carl S. Dudley of Hartford, CT, April
22, 2009; Presbyterian minister; author; editor;
activist; active in civic, community, professional,
religious, and alumni affairs. Chi Psi. Wife, Shirley
(Sanford) ’55.

’54 BA—John H. N. Fernald of Easthampton,
MA, April 7, 2009; banker; businessman; veteran.
Theta Delta Chi.

’54 BS Hotel—Harry R. Hammond of Mantua,
OH, January 1, 2009.

’54 PhD—John T. Marcus of Medford, MA, April
10, 2009; emeritus professor of history and po-
litical philosophy, Hofstra U.; also taught at
Carnegie Inst. of Technology; author; active in
professional affairs.

’54-56 GR—Richard C. McCrum of Portland, ME,
and Palmetto, FL, December 24, 2008; professor
emeritus of botany and plant pathology, U. of
Maine, Orono; authority on apple virus diseases;
veteran; author; artist; active in civic, communi-
ty, professional, and religious affairs.

’54, BME ’55—Morton H. Rochman of Cedar Grove,
NJ, May 21, 2009; engineer, Northrop Grumman;
veteran; active in alumni affairs. Beta Sigma Rho.

’55, BCE ’56—Barry Elgort of New Hyde Park, NY,
May 9, 2008; civil engineer. Wife, Vivian (Nash) ’55.

’55-56 GR—Leland L. Henderson of Delhi, NY,
December 5, 2008; science teacher, Delaware
Academy and Central School; active in communi-
ty affairs.

’55 PhD—Harry L. Jacobs of Wayland, MA, Jan-
uary 11, 2009; chief of behavioral sciences, Nat-
ick Labs; associate professor of psychology, U. of
Illinois; also taught at U. of Rochester and Buck-
nell U.; veteran; active in civic, community, and
professional affairs.

’55 BEE—Walter L. Jones of Christchurch, New
Zealand, December 8, 2008; professor and ad-
ministrator, U. of Canterbury. Alpha Chi Rho.

’55 DVM—Donald E. Pelloth of Woodstock, CT,
February 23, 2009; veterinarian; veteran.

’56 BA—Samuel M. Ackerman of Chicago, IL,
May 1, 2009; political fundraiser and civil rights
activist; deputy director for personnel, City of
Chicago; also worked for the Civil Service Com-
mission; active in civic, community, and profes-
sional affairs. Watermargin.

’56—Alfred Appel Jr. of Wilmette, IL, May 2,
2009; expert on Nabokov; emeritus professor of
English, Northwestern U.; also taught at Colum-
bia U.; veteran; edited The Annotated Lolita; au-
thor of Nabokov’s Dark Cinema, Jazz Modernism,
and books on literature and modern art; active in
professional affairs.

’56 BEP—David A. DeBell of Severna Park, MD,
April 6, 2009; advisory engineer, Northrop Grum-
man; active in religious affairs. Delta Chi.

’56 BA—Robert A. Fortuine of Wasilla, AK, May
11, 2009; professor, U. of Alaska, Anchorage; pro-
fessor, WWAMI Program, U. of Washington; clini-
cal professor of family medicine, U. of Washington
School of Medicine; family and emergency room
physician, Alaska Native Medical Center; officer, US
Public Health Service; director, Alaska Native Med-
ical Center; int’l health attaché to the World Health
Org., US State Dept.; author; editor; active in civic,
community, and professional affairs.

’56 BA, PhD ’64—Barton R. Friedman of Cleve-
land Heights, OH, May 5, 2009; educator. Beta
Sigma Rho. Wife, Sheila (Siegel) ’58.

’56 BS Ag—Wesley E. Harper of Mesa, AZ, for-
merly of Cortland, NY, December 6, 2008; chief
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appraiser, Arizona State Land Dept.; VP, Marine
Midland Bank; veteran.

’57 MS—Rinehart Baron of Greenville, SC, for-
merly of Glen Head, NY, January 12, 2009; re-
search scientist; technical writer.

’57 MS—Floyd I. Frank of Levittown, PA, April
15, 2007; president, Isis Corp.

’58 MBA—Gene A. Camerik of Plantation, FL,
formerly of Memphis, TN, March 7, 2009; adver-
tising executive, Schering-Plough Corp.; novelist;
veteran.

’58, BME ’59—Peter V. B. Cornell of Los Altos,
CA, February 10, 2009; owned computer software
bought by PeopleSoft; also worked for Ampex
Corp. Alpha Delta Phi.

’58 BS Hotel—Ronald G. Fread of State College,
PA, formerly of Brooklyn, NY, March 25, 2009; di-
rector of hospital food service; active in profes-
sional and alumni affairs.

’58 MBA—Arnold H. Happeny of The Villages,
FL, formerly of Water Mill, NY, and New York City,
February 27, 2009; municipal bondsman, Solomon
Brothers and Allen and Co.; veteran.

’58—Ronald B. Jamison of Oregon City, OR, April
18, 2009; civil engineer; director of contract ad-
ministration, Washington State Dept. of Trans-
portation; also worked for FEMA; pilot; active in
community and professional affairs.

’58 PhD—Shirley Miller Mackiewicz of Albany,
NY, November 28, 2008; taught biology and sci-
ence education, Johnson Teachers College;
demonstration teacher, Lyndon Teachers College;
active in civic and community affairs. Husband,
John S. Mackiewicz ’53, PhD ’60.

’58, BS ILR ’59—Robert B. Rasmussen of Charl-
ton, NY, April 24, 2009; worked in higher educa-
tion development; former VP for college relations,
Union College; veteran; active in alumni affairs.
Sigma Alpha Epsilon.

’58 BS Hotel—Belford B. Russell of Kissimmee,
FL, December 1, 2008. Delta Chi.

’58—Ronald M. Staring of Caroga Lake, NY, Feb-
ruary 9, 2009; civil engineer, NYS Dept. of Trans-
portation; active in civic, community, and
professional affairs.

’58 BA—Hugh W. Thompson of New York City, Feb-
ruary 21, 2009; chemistry professor, Rutgers U.; art
collector; author; active in community and profes-
sional affairs. Wife, Elizabeth (Barnes), GR ’66-71.

’58—Warren H. Webster of Framingham, MA,
April 12, 2009; head chef, Happy Swallow Bar.

’59 MS HE—Ann Wotring Boyd of Hanover, NH,
and Green Lake, NY, March 16, 2009; production su-
pervisor, Applied Biosystems; taught dietetics, Ful-
ton-Montgomery Community College; school lunch
manager; chief home economist, Salada-Shirrif-
Horsey; active in community and religious affairs.

’59 PhD—Vladimir de Lissovoy of State College,
PA, January 2, 2009; professor emeritus of human
development, Pennsylvania State U.; psychologist;

served on the psychiatric staff, Tavistock Clinic,
London; photographer; veteran; active in civic,
community, professional, and religious affairs.

’59, B Chem E ’60—Stuart W. Knight of Tustin,
CA, September 12, 2008; attorney; veteran. Sig-
ma Alpha Epsilon.

’59—Alan D. Lieberson of Westport, CT, Febru-
ary 10, 2009; internist; attorney; partner, Inter-
nal Medicine of Westport; expert on medical and
legal issues; veteran; author; active in civic, com-
munity, and professional affairs.

’59 DVM—Sydney B. K. Quartey of Accra, Ghana,
March 2, 2007; veterinarian.

’59 BS Ag—Paul M. Renckens III of Dunkirk, NY,
November 5, 2008; personnel director, City of
Dunkirk, NY; Pi Kappa Phi. Wife, Nancy (Rick-
seckker) ’61.

’60 MS AEP—Richard C. Merrill of Queensbury, NY,
formerly of Glens Falls, NY, March 9, 2009; quality
control manager, General Electric; author; active in
civic, community, and professional affairs.

’60 BA—Susan Norris Rose of Columbia, MD, April
1, 2009. Alpha Phi. Husband, James F. Rose ’60.

’61 DVM—Joseph W. Adams of Warwick, NY, May
7, 2009; chief veterinarian, New York City Zoos;
owner, Int’l Veterinary Service Clinic; Peace Corps
volunteer; active in professional, religious, and
alumni affairs. Pi Kappa Phi.

’61 PhD—Robert S. Berger of Notasulga, AL,
February 6, 2009; professor emeritus of entomol-
ogy, Auburn U.; farmer; cattleman; active in re-
ligious affairs.

’62 PhD—Edwin H. Feinberg of Philadelphia,
PA, April 6, 2008; scientist; environmentalist;
gardener.

’62 MEd—Richard S. Haven of Sun City, AZ, for-
merly of Elmira, NY, March 6, 2009; high school
English teacher and administrator; active in com-
munity, professional, and religious affairs.

’62 MS—Elgin B. Hundtoft of Torrington, WY,
December 20, 2008; professor in Hawaii and Ari-
zona; veteran; inventor; active in civic, commu-
nity, and professional affairs.

’62 BA—Helmut L. Karbiner of Newtown Square,
PA, May 8, 2009; obstetrician and gynecologist;
practiced at Bryn Mawr Hospital, Main Line
Women’s Health, and Paoli Hospital; active in
alumni affairs. Pi Kappa Alpha.

’62, BEE ’63, PhD ’71—Stephen J. King of Se-
quim, WA, December 10, 2008; electrical engi-
neer; active in community affairs.

’62 LLB—John A. Shields of Hamlin, NY, Febru-
ary 22, 2008; attorney.

’63 MST—Richard J. Burda of Guilderland, NY,
December 12, 2008; high school chemistry
teacher; veteran; active in community, profes-
sional, and religious affairs.

’63 BS Ag—Glenn L. Green of Binghamton, NY,
January 12, 2009.

’63, DVM ’65—James R. Morse of Camden, NY, No-
vember 27, 2004; veterinarian. Phi Kappa Sigma.

’63 DVM—Arthur E. Scheld of Clinton, CT, April
20, 2009; veterinarian; active in community, pro-
fessional, and religious affairs. Alpha Psi.

’64 JD—Sidney Bernstein of Coconut Creek, FL,
February 28, 2009; attorney.

’64 BA—Marcia McLean Dunn of Los Angeles,
CA, March 3, 2009; senior paralegal, Selvin &
Weiner. Pi Beta Phi.

’64 PhD—M. Taher Fouad of Farmington, UT,
January 5, 2009; virologist; microbiologist; CEO,
Biotron Labs; developed a para-influenza vaccine
for American Hoechst Pharmaceutical Co.; co-de-
veloped the Fouad-Richards medium used in the
classification of bacteria; also taught at Cairo U.;
author; editor; active in professional affairs.

’64 B Chem E—Peter W. Gilbert of Midland, MI,
formerly of Houston, TX, April 24, 2009; manager
of information systems, Dow Chemical Co.; active
in community and religious affairs. Lambda Chi
Alpha. Wife, Mary Ann (Blewer) ’63.

’64 BS HE—Bonnie Grant James of Mayville, NY,
March 4, 2009; real estate agent; consumer edu-
cation teacher; newspaper columnist; operated a
farm and produce business; active in civic, com-
munity, professional, and religious affairs.

’64 BA—Bernard H. Moss of London, UK, April
6, 2009; history professor; journalist; author; ac-
tive in civic and community affairs.

’65 PhD—Derek M. Cunnold of Dunwoody, GA,
April 18, 2009; atmospheric scientist; pioneered
research in climate change and ozone depletion;
professor emeritus, Georgia Inst. of Technology’s
School of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences; re-
search associate, MIT; research fellow, Harvard-
Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics; advanced
research engineer, Sylvania Electric Systems; lead
author, UN Ozone Assessment; active in commu-
nity, professional, and religious affairs. Wife, Su-
san (Robertson), MNS ’65.

’65 MS Ag—Thomas C. McThenia of Middletown,
PA, December 17, 2008; worked for Scott Paper
Co. and Delmarva Power; veteran; active in com-
munity and religious affairs.

’65 BEE, MEE ’66, PhD ’72—William L. Wilson
Jr. of Warren, VT, formerly of Houston, TX, January
20, 2009; professor of electrical engineering, Rice
U.; conducted research in lasers, semiconductors,
and electro-optic devices; author; active in com-
munity and professional affairs. Delta Tau Delta.

’66 BS HE—Ronda Gale Kraft of Syosset, NY,
February 10, 2009. Delta Phi Epsilon.

’66, BEP ’67, MAero ’68—William F. J. Snyder
of Forest Dale, VT, March 19, 2009. Sigma Chi.

’66, BEE ’67—Steven H. Sorrick of Walnut Creek,
CA, March 2, 2009; executive, Pacific Telesis Group.

’67 PhD—Ashok K. Dar of Uppsala, Sweden, May
23, 2003; economist.

’67 MCE—William E. Kreber of Saint Albans, WV,
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May 12, 2009; professor, West Virginia State Com-
munity College; also worked with ZMM Architects
and Engineers; veteran; active in professional and
religious affairs.

’67 BS Ag—David R. Northrop of Westfield, NY,
December 14, 2008; grape farmer. Wife, Marilynne
(Kimball) ’66.

’68, BA ’71—Richard Blue of Burlingame, CA,
May 16, 2009; band member of the Association
(as Ted Bluechel Jr.); worked in finance for Chase
Manhattan. Lambda Chi Alpha.

’68 BA—Jon M. Bursen of Orange Park, FL, April
20, 2009; psychiatrist; artist. Alpha Epsilon Pi.

’68—Donald R. Hock Jr. of Chambersburg, PA,
February 7, 2009; veteran; active in community
and religious affairs.

’68—Robert W. Martin of Indiana, PA, February
17, 2009; operated Wolfendales.

’68 BA—Steven J. Parker of Jamaica Plain, NY,
April 13, 2009; professor and chairman of pedi-
atrics, Boston Medical Center; co-author, with Dr.
Benjamin Spock, of Baby and Child Care; editor;
active in community and professional affairs. Al-
pha Epsilon Pi.

’69 BS HE, ’72 MS HE—Mary Ann Fiske of Al-
buquerque, NM, September 19, 2007.

’69 BS ILR, MS ILR ’74—Mark E. Friedman of
Pine City, NY, February 1, 2009; human resources
consultant; active in community affairs.

’69—James Quagliano of Hawthorne, NJ, for-
merly of Glen Rock, NJ, February 20, 2009; wood-
worker who specialized in restoration of historic
buildings and landmarks.

’70 JD—William C. Fahey of Irvington, NY, April
27, 2009; attorney; past president and general
counsel, NY School Bus Contractors Assn.; veter-
an; active in professional and alumni affairs.

’70 PhD—Anthony H. Hatch of Orem, UT, March
6, 2009; professor and fruit specialist, Utah State
U.; superintendent, Colorado State U. research
center (Grand Junction); professor, Pennsylvania
State U.; active in community, professional, and
religious affairs.

’70—Glenn D. Johnson of Chevy Chase, MD, for-
merly of Annapolis, MD, February 11, 2009; con-
sultant, US Govt.; active in community affairs.
Theta Delta Chi.

’70, BA ’71—Charles F. Richards of Nashville,
TN, February 17, 2009; asst. professor, Austin
Peay State U., Dept. of Accounting and Finance.

’71 MS, PhD ’75—William R. Francis of Albu-
querque, NM, February 17, 2009; R&D manager,
Lucent Technologies; professor of physics, Michi-
gan State U.; researcher, Fermi Nat’l Accelerator
Laboratory; active in professional affairs.

’71 MS Chem E, PhD ’74—Jay V. Jackson of
Wilmette, IL, April 8, 2009; engineer, Abbott
Laboratories.

’71, BArch ’72—Wayne A. Lemmon of Somers,

NY, January 4, 2009; real estate economist; di-
rector of market research, the Baker Companies;
author; editor; active in civic, community, and
professional affairs.

’71 BA—Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick of New York City,
April 12, 2009; literary critic; pioneer of gay stud-
ies; professor of English, Duke U., Amherst Col-
lege, Boston U., and Hamilton College; author;
active in professional affairs. Husband, Harold A.
Sedgwick ’67, PhD ’73.

’72 BS Ag—William R. Doyle of New Orleans, LA,
April 15, 2009; retired VP, Brice Building Co.; ac-
tive in professional affairs. Psi Upsilon.

’72 BS Eng—Doug W. Meservey of Menlo Park,
CA, March 6, 2009; owner/founder/creator of Map
Solutions; software developer; yoga teacher.

’73 BS HE—Mary Corcoran Murray of Lake Hal-
lie, WI, January 1, 2009; dietitian, Marshfield
Clinic; active in civic, community, and profes-
sional affairs.

’73 JD—Bradley Nitkin of Greenwich, CT, March
29, 2009; president/owner, HB Nitkin Group; ac-
tive in alumni affairs.

’73 PhD—Lindsay A. Weld of North Bay, Ontario,
Canada, March 14, 2009.

’73 MBA—D. Lynne Wunderlich of Faribault, MN,
September 18, 2008; worked for Best Toys Co.

’74, BA ’73—Jeffrey M. Cersonsky of Oxford, CT,
March 2, 2009; pediatrician; active in communi-
ty and professional affairs. Phi Sigma Epsilon.

’74 BS Hotel—James G. Popielinski of Saraso-
ta, FL, April 25, 2009; president, Charter One Ho-
tels & Resorts; active in alumni affairs. Psi
Upsilon.

’75 BS Ag—Francine Zalkin Foster of Grass Val-
ley, CA, February 16, 2009; teacher, Nevada City
School District; active in civic, community, and
professional affairs.

’75 MPS—Corinne W. Hurlbut of Tonganoxie, KS,
February 11, 2009.

’76 PhD—Don V. Coleman of Corvallis, OR, Jan-
uary 18, 2009; taught music in Hawaii; active in
community and religious affairs.

’76 MS Ag—Robin M. McMaster of Sacramento,
CA, August 20, 2002; attorney; small business
owner.

’77 PhD—Andre F. Fortin of Red Deer, Alberta,
Canada, January 1, 2009; senior research scien-
tist, Lacombe Research Centre.

’77—Sean C. Stevens of Long Pond, PA, March
5, 2009; president, Star Trip Inc.; veteran; active
in civic and religious affairs.

’78, BA ’79—Laurence P. Harrington of Norfolk,
MA, March 30, 2008; attorney; active in alumni
affairs. Wife, Amy (Lichter) ’82.

’80 PhD—John L. Beard of Port Matilda, PA, Feb-
ruary 13, 2009; professor of nutrition, Penn State
U.; expert on the role of iron on the brain and

cognitive function; author; active in community
and professional affairs.

’81—Neal F. Anderson of Lynn, MA, formerly of
New Bedford, MA, December 30, 2008; owner,
Screen Works; former project manager, Brouillette
and Sons Roofing; active in community affairs.

’81, B Chem E ’82—Jeremiah R. Dineen III of
Yorktown Heights, NY, February 6, 2009; attorney;
farmer; chemical engineer; active in civic, com-
munity, and professional affairs. Beta Pi.

’81 MBA—Diane M. Eade of Randolph, NJ, March
3, 2009; owner, Advanced Leadership Group; also
worked for S. C. Johnson Wax, McCormick Spice
Co., and Durkee-French Mustard Co.; active in pro-
fessional and religious affairs.

’83 BS Ag—Michael P. Smith of Chelsea, MI, No-
vember 17, 2008; director of toxicology, deCODE
Genetics; founder, Great Lakes Development Co.;
active in community affairs. Sigma Phi Epsilon.
Wife, Sue (Dynan) ’82.

’83, BS Hotel ’84, MPS ’01—Whitney J. Witte-
man of Arlington, VA, May 7, 2009; Foreign Ser-
vice officer.

’84 BS Ag—Kathryn Warren Bronson of Honeoye
Falls, NY, March 12, 2008.

’84—Sarah A. Cooley of Burlington, VT, Novem-
ber 22, 2008; senior research administrator, spon-
sored programs, U. of Vermont; also worked for
Merchants Bank; active in community and reli-
gious affairs.

’84 LLM—Peter A. von Salis of Truellikon,
Switzerland, March 24, 2009; attorney.

’86 MPS—Wayne P. Molstad of Holmen, WI, Jan-
uary 19, 2009; foreign service officer, USDA For-
eign Agriculture Service; Peace Corps volunteer;
active in community and professional affairs.

’89 BS Ag—Michael E. Nozik of Rochester, NY,
May 12, 2009; environmental consultant; active
in religious affairs.

’92 MEE—Joakim M. Krell of Little Falls, NJ, April
18, 2004; electrical engineer, Singer-Kearfott;
worked on space shuttle navigation systems;
worked on U-2 surveillance flights; veteran; active
in community and professional affairs. Psi Upsilon.

’93 BS Ag—Pamela Jaffe of McCoy, CO, March
29, 2009.

’93 BA—Emily S. Skolnik of Scarsdale, NY, April
2, 2009; Internet marketing director; former
florist.

’94 BA—Clayton B. Sparks of Boulder, CO, for-
merly of Colorado Springs, CO, December 15,
2008; fly fishing expedition leader, Wild on the
Fly; photographer; active in community affairs.
Phi Gamma Delta.

’96, BA ’97—Eric H. Van Naerssen of Wayne, PA,
March 25, 2009. Alpha Delta Phi.

’08 MA—Deborah E. Marcum of Ithaca, NY, April
23, 2009; graduate student, medieval studies; ac-
tive in professional and religious affairs.
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A ndrew Dickson White loathed football, calling it
“a vestige of barbarity.” In 1874, Cornell’s first
president would not let the Big Red play in Cleve-
land, famously declaring, “I refuse to let forty of

our boys travel 400 miles merely to agitate a bag of wind.” Con-
sidering this inauspicious start, Cornell’s early feats loom large,
with all five of its national titles won before 1940. 

The last was in 1939—at the end of the Great Depression,
just before America entered World War II, when Cornell’s last
live mascot (a bear named Touchdown IV) mingled with the
crowds that packed Schoellkopf Stadium. Though few teammates
from that era remain, those who do will tell you that they
played—in the words of Noah Dorius ’39—for “the greatest
football team in the nation.” 

It was supposed to be a rebuilding year. The team had grad-
uated much of its starting lineup from 1938, when Cornell’s
unique passing offense under eventual-Hall of Fame coach Carl
Snavely led the Big Red to a 5-1-1 record. “What was left,
Snavely took and molded into a team,” says Louis Conti ’41,
who played right “running” guard and, after wartime service in
the Marines, returned as a line coach from 1949 to 1956.
Though Cornell won the first three games of the season, defeat-
ing Penn State 47-0, they approached their first contest against
powerhouse Ohio State as the underdog—so much so that the
OSU coach skipped the pre-game press conference to go duck
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Cornelliana

Glory Days
Seventy autumns later, the 1939 football squad 
still lives in legend

Gridiron glory: Big Red end James Schmuck ’41 carries the pigskin in Cornell’s 1939 game against Ohio
State. When the players returned to Ithaca, fans held a late-night victory parade at the train station. 

1940 CORNELLIAN

hunting. “We were gonna get killed,” says center Frank “Bud”
Finneran ’41. “They were the Big Ten champions; we were a lit-
tle Ivy League team.” 

With the Buckeyes up 14-0, Snavely subbed in 158-pound
Walter “Pop” Scholl ’41; on his first carry, Scholl ran for a 79-
yard touchdown. Cornell took control, and All-American tackle
Nick Drahos ’41, MS ’50, kicked a late fourth quarter field goal
to seal one of the Big Red’s biggest victories: Cornell 23, Ohio
State 14. The momentum carried the team to an undefeated sea-
son, the last in University history. The team’s perfect 8-0 record
earned them the Lambert Trophy, today awarded to the top Divi-
sion 1 team in the East. They also got a bid to the Rose Bowl.
“We, the players, certainly wanted to go,” says Conti. “But the
administration said, ‘No bowl games,’ and that was the end of
it.” No Ivy team has been invited since. 

The victories of 1939 were part of an eighteen-game
unbeaten streak that began the year before and ended in a loss
as famous as the win over Ohio State: the “Fifth-Down Game”
of 1940. That was the game where Cornell defeated Dartmouth
7-3 by scoring on a mistaken extra down, and Snavely and Pres-
ident Edmund Ezra Day (himself a Dartmouth man) conceded
the victory via wire. Day insisted that Dartmouth would reply
with a polite refusal to accept the concession. “Sixty-nine years
later,” Finneran says, “we’re still waiting for that telegram.” 

— Molly O’Toole ’09

112-112CAMjso09cornelliana  8/13/09  2:28 PM  Page 112



c1-c4CAMso09  8/13/09  2:03 PM  Page c3



c1-c4CAMso09  8/13/09  2:03 PM  Page c4


	01 c1CAM_Sep09
	01 c2CAM_Sep09
	001r1CAM_Sep09
	002CAM_Sep09
	003CAM_Sep09
	004CAM_Sep09
	005CAM_Sep09
	006CAM_Sep09
	007CAM_Sep09
	008CAM_Sep09
	009CAM_Sep09
	010CAM_Sep09
	011CAM_Sep09
	012CAM_Sep09
	013CAM_Sep09
	014CAM_Sep09
	015CAM_Sep09
	016CAM_Sep09
	017CAM_Sep09
	018CAM_Sep09
	019CAM_Sep09
	020CAM_Sep09
	021CAM_Sep09
	022CAM_Sep09
	023CAM_Sep09
	024CAM_Sep09
	025CAM_Sep09
	026CAM_Sep09
	027CAM_Sep09
	028CAM_Sep09
	029CAM_Sep09
	030CAM_Sep09
	031CAM_Sep09
	032CAM_Sep09
	033CAM_Sep09
	034CAM_Sep09
	035CAM_Sep09
	036CAM_Sep09
	037CAM_Sep09
	038CAM_Sep09
	039CAM_Sep09
	040CAM_Sep09
	041CAM_Sep09
	042CAM_Sep09
	043CAM_Sep09
	044CAM_Sep09
	045CAM_Sep09
	046CAM_Sep09
	047CAM_Sep09
	048CAM_Sep09
	049CAM_Sep09
	050CAM_Sep09
	051CAM_Sep09
	052CAM_Sep09
	053CAM_Sep09
	054CAM_Sep09
	055CAM_Sep09
	056CAM_Sep09
	057CAM_Sep09
	058CAM_Sep09
	059CAM_Sep09
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 400
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.02000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 400
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.02000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.08250
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFX1a:2003
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [684.000 864.000]
>> setpagedevice



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 400
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.02000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 400
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.02000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.08250
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFX1a:2003
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [684.000 864.000]
>> setpagedevice




