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From David Skorton

Why Strong Public Higher Education
Should Be Our Concern

T

he current worldwide financial dilemma is affecting higher education in substantial ways. Elsewhere in this issue, CAM editor and publisher Jim
Roberts ’71 reports on a conversation we had
about Cornell’s financial challenges in view of the reductions in
many revenue streams precipitated by the global economic crisis
(see page 24).
In this column, I want to make the case that—in addition to
righting our own ship and safeguarding Cornell’s academic excellence and commitment to broad student access—we need to advocate for
robust, high-quality public colleges
and universities, which are essential
elements in any long-term effort to
address the economic crisis. As New
York State Governor David Paterson
said in his January 2009 State of the
State address, “The road to economic
development runs right through our
schools, so if we can’t spend more,
we have to spend more effectively.”
Public higher education increases
competitiveness and promotes economic development by extending
education to more people who can
create, innovate, and bring new
processes and technologies to the
state’s economy. It prepares the
workforce to function effectively in
an economy that puts a premium on
ROBERT BARKER / UP
higher-level skills. It improves the
quality of life for state residents from all socioeconomic backgrounds, races, and cultures, and it empowers people to make
positive changes in their lives and communities. And it can help
address an increasingly broad range of complex societal and scientific issues—from health care to climate change to the need to
reduce global inequalities and build human and institutional
capacity in the developing world.
Cornell contributes in all these areas through its contract colleges and Cooperative Extension, as well as through efforts that
span our campuses and the world. But the scope and impact of
our contributions depend on realistic levels of public support.
Equally important to realizing the benefits of public higher education, for those of us who live, work, and raise our families in
New York State, is a commitment to strengthening the State University of New York and the City University of New York.
SUNY is the nation’s largest comprehensive system of public
higher education. Its sixty-four campuses include the four
contract colleges at Cornell along with community colleges, specialized technology colleges, comprehensive undergraduate institutions, university research centers, and academic health centers.
CUNY, based in New York City, is the country’s largest urban
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public university, comprising twenty-three institutions including
community colleges, senior colleges, and graduate and professional schools. Together, SUNY and CUNY enroll a majority of
New York’s college-bound
high school graduates
(more than 680,000 fulland part-time students)
including 61 percent of all
minority college students
in the state. They also
enroll more than 1.4 million adult and continuing
education students.
The current economic
crisis poses challenges for
all of higher education,
public and private alike.
David Paterson,
To survive and succeed,
Governor of New York
colleges and universities
will need to make hard
choices, set priorities, defer projects, focus on their own distinctive missions, and clarify goals. The times call for creative
approaches, in the face of resource constraints, in order to seize
new opportunities, but also the resolve to phase out programs
and initiatives that have served their purpose and to redirect
those resources elsewhere. And they will require a greater degree
of transparency and accountability than has often been the case.
Today, as individuals and families feel the pinch of the economic crisis—which is hitting New York State especially hard
because of our dependence on Wall Street—it is more important
than ever to keep SUNY and CUNY strong. The 2008 New York
State Commission on Higher Education, chaired by President
Emeritus Hunter Rawlings, advocated strongly for measures that
would build excellence across public and private institutions of
higher education in the state, including enhanced funding and regulatory relief for SUNY and CUNY to improve their ability to
adapt quickly and promote quality. But since April 2008, SUNY
and CUNY have absorbed nearly $254 million in state support
reductions, along with an additional $40 million in state support
and Medicaid reductions to the three SUNY hospitals.
As the legislature struggles with the budget for the next fiscal year, we must realize that all New Yorkers need to share the
sacrifices required to restore fiscal equilibrium. Nonetheless we
need to be sure that public higher education is not unduly
disadvantaged by short-term budget cuts that will ultimately
undermine the state’s ability to recover from the difficult economic circumstances we face. Whether you live in New York
State or elsewhere, I hope you will be an advocate for strong and
robust public colleges and universities, even as you continue to
act upon your commitment to Cornell.
— President David Skorton
david.skorton@cornell.edu

‘The road to
economic
development
runs right
through our
schools.’
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The Big Picture

Celebrating 110 Years:
1899–2009

VOLUME 1, NUMBER 1
APRIL 5, 1899
THE AIM OF THE NEWS.
The objects of THE ALUMNI NEWS will be threefold: First,
to reflect faithfully and especially for alumni the present
life at the University—both in Ithaca and New York;
among both Faculty and students. In this we have been
promised the hearty co-operation of the members of the
Medical College in New York.
Secondly, to keep the alumni accurately informed concerning the attitude of the University body, students and
Faculty, toward the various questions of University policy. Athletics will of course receive its due share of attention, and questions of general University economy will
not be neglected.
Thirdly,—and this is perhaps the most important of
all,—to keep the alumni informed as fully and as accurately as possible about the whereabouts and doings of
Cornell men and women; and thus not only to foster the
interest in classmates and Alma Mater, but also to
increase the enthusiasm and loyalty of every Cornellian
for the college on the hill.
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Correspondence

Food for Thought
A taste of life as a ‘piscivegan’

It was good to learn that
David Pimentel, PhD
’51, is still active as an
educator (“Good Eats,”
January/February 2009).
I took his Insect Ecology
course around 1960, and
one of the things I
learned from Professor
Pimentel was to take
advantage of odds and
probabilities to extend
your life—and, I would
add, to age healthfully.
Years ago, I became
a piscivegan (fish and
vegetable eater) based on
extensive research. Some
of this came from Cornell professors such as T.
Colin Campbell, PhD
’62, whose studies convinced me to give up
dairy products. Avoiding meat was a
result of research from many sources, but
I continue to eat fish because of the abundance of studies on its merits. As for
organic foods, many are included in my
diet, but not all. For cost reasons, I eat
fruits and vegetables that have not been
found to contain pesticide residues, such
as peeled bananas.
Buying fresh food locally and avoiding
food shipped from far away to save on
energy is more of a lifestyle choice than a
nutritional/energy conservation choice.
Waste, spoilage, and disposal of what is not
eaten offsets savings (and don’t forget the
time required for more frequent shopping,
including transportation, that getting fresh
food requires). I conserve energy in other
ways, such as prudent use of utilities,
including being a holdout on a home computer, e-mail, and modern electronics of
many sorts. I am seventy years old, and my

garden/natural resource management
areas in the country and part of the vanguard that keeps Cornell “ahead of the
curve.”
C. Daniel Groth ’70
Amelia Island, Florida

Ironic Butterfly

hope is to be a supercentenarian—one who
lives more than 110 years—in good health!
Gerald Schneider ’61
Kensington, Maryland
Isn’t it exciting that Cornell is at the forefront of sustainable agriculture and a
focus on “going local” to conserve energy
and resources! However, I was dismayed
that one of the best examples of this
effort, the Cornell Plantations, wasn’t
mentioned in the article. We should be
proud that the Plantations, with about
4,000 acres under its supervision, is leaving a very faint carbon footprint. The
staff has substantially reduced emissions
and fuel consumption from its mowers
and vehicles, greatly reduced the use of
pesticides and synthetic fertilizers, and is
working to eliminate invasive species
from its horticultural collections. The
Plantations is one of the finest botanical

The article “Order Out of Chaos” (Currents, January/February 2009) highlighted
the excellent work done by Professor
Steven Strogatz to enable a broader audience to learn more about the behaviors of
complex dynamical systems. I applaud his
accomplishments, and I wonder if anyone
has considered the irony of touting his
efforts while Cornell is wiping out the
very department, Theoretical and Applied
Mechanics, that provided the unique environment to support his productive career.
Please bring back T&AM!
Duane Storti ’79, PhD ’84
University of Washington
Seattle, Washington

Freedom and
Responsibility
Your article about the gorges (“Wild
Water,” November/December 2008)
brought back many memories of my years
at Cornell. I walked along the rim of Fall
Creek Gorge going to and from class,
climbed around on the gentle falls below
the Suspension Bridge, and swam in the
gorge above Beebe Lake. I don’t recall
there being any accidents during that
period. We were aware of the hazards and
careful not to overextend. These experiences helped prepare me for a later life
filled with hiking and climbing in the Colorado mountains. There are thousand-foot
drop-offs, steep loose surfaces, extreme
weather conditions—and absolutely no

Speak up! We encourage letters from readers and publish as many
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Website cornellalumnimagazine.com

as we can.They must be signed and may be edited for length, clarity,
and civility.

Digital archive
ecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/3157

Send to: Jim Roberts, Editor, Cornell Alumni Magazine,
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401 E. State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850
fax: (607) 272-8532 e-mail: jhr22@cornell.edu
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Correspondence

warning signs or fences. As was the case at
Cornell fifty years ago, each individual is
expected to be aware of the conditions and
act accordingly. I would encourage the
local authorities to simply emphasize
awareness and personal responsibility. No
fences or fill-ins, please.
James Strub, BArch ’53
Colorado Springs, Colorado
To impart further perspective on the dangers inherent in the recreational uses of
the campus gorges, it would be interesting
to know how many students have died in
traffic accidents in commensurate time
periods. My suspicion is that these figures
may outclass those for drowning by significant amounts, thus indicating that
safety resources might be better allocated
elsewhere.
William Atkinson ’50
Weston, Massachusetts
Ed. Note: As the article stated, there have
been fifteen deaths in the gorges since
2000. According to Deputy Chief Cathy
Zoner of the CUPD, there has been only
one traffic death on campus during this
same period.

Reversing Field
In response to the letter in the January/
February 2009 issue from Richard Novitch
’79 regarding the article “Uneven Field:
Financial Aid Policies Threaten Ivy League
Competitive Balance” (Sports, November/December 2008), I am once again
reminded that one of the great things
about Cornell is its diversity of viewpoints. What Novitch finds to be “farcical and offensive” is of serious concern to
approximately 900 varsity studentathletes; their dedicated and hardworking
coaching staffs; the thousands of students
who pack Lynah Rink, the Friedman
Wrestling Center, and other venues to
cheer the Big Red to victory; and thousands of alumni and friends who follow
and support Cornell Athletics. Furthermore, this “uneven field” is much larger
than just athletics; it affects Cornell’s ability to recruit the top students who will
further enhance the University’s diversity.
I realize that not all Cornellians view this
as an issue—but I do, and I am doing
what I can to help level the playing field.
Jay Carter ’71, MS ORIE ’72
Hillsborough, New Jersey

Slippery Slope
It was interesting to read a view of Cornell from an Ithaca College undergraduate (Letter from Ithaca, November/
December 2008). I had occasionally won8
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dered what the experience felt like—and
the Ithaca College grad/pizza delivery joke
brought it home.
Years ago, I went on a CAU Mediterranean cruise that docked at the Greek
Ithaka, and its mayor came on board. He
welcomed us to his island in imperfect
English, imperfect enough that he paid
tribute to Ithaca University. Someone
hissed. President Emeritus Frank Rhodes,
our geology professor for the trip,
thanked the mayor for taking the time
from his day job to greet us, as graciously
as only Frank Rhodes can. But the damage had been done; to explain the circumstance would have only embarrassed
the man further.
Banter is an inevitable and a healthy
part of the college experience, but the
lines between banter, taunting, and being
hurtful can be slippery at times—as slippery as Libe Slope in winter.
George Ubogy ’58
Greenwich, Connecticut

Remembering Jakub
“Alumnus Dies in Gorge” (From the Hill,
November/December 2008) astounded
me. Jakub Janecka ’98 came to Ithaca frequently, and each time he called me and
we spent a bit of time together. During his
October trip he did not call; ergo, I had
no idea he was in town. I wish I had.
I knew Jakub well in his senior year.
He lived with me and my son Christopher
Morris ’96. He played Cornell rugby
while Christopher was coaching. We
mourn the loss of an educated, enlightened, empathetic human being. His gift of
an original painting by his father (a
prominent artist in Prague) hangs in the
room he had when he lived here, but he
won’t come by again. Our real loss, his
father’s, and the world’s.
M. D. Morris ’44, BA ’76
Ithaca, New York
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Letter from Ithaca

Changing the World
Are college students less idealistic than they were in the Sixties?

A

academically; now they are more likely to be the same. If there
is one thing that categorizes today’s students, it is not the thought
that time is money but that time is time—and that time needs to
be used as fruitfully as possible, whether for work, extracurricular activities, volunteerism, or social life.
The current generation of undergraduates are apathetic
Because today’s students communicate electronically, activism
narcissists who think only about themselves and not
tends to be less visible. Internet access is basically private and
about the world and their relationship to it.
students debate issues and organize themselves online. According to Kayla Rakowski ’08, students learn about the possibility
With nostalgic regret, he recalled the halcyon days of the late
of joining political groups from
Sixties when he and his fellow idealInternet sources: “We are mavens
istic students participated in peace
of communication; we text, call,
marches and dreamed of a revolution
blog, instant message, Gchat, comthat would change not only American
ment, and e-mail.” Kayla, a magna
foreign policy and the staid university
cum laude graduate in English, was
but the capitalist system itself.
an education intern at the Johnson
Thinking of my students, I
Museum and president of her sororstrongly took issue with him. It is just
ity; she is now working on a master’s
too simplistic to contend that in
degree in museum studies at NYU.
1968–70—my first years teaching at
Are today’s students lacking in
Cornell—we had an activist student
idealism? This past year, I wrote
“reformation” and that in recent years
recommendations for four graduwe have been having a “counterating seniors to Teach for America,
reformation” defined by self-immersed
a nonprofit to which students commaterialism and ironic detachment
mit for two years to teach in
from the world beyond self.
“underresourced”—i.e., low inWhat I see today are students who
come—urban or rural schools. In
wish to contribute to their communi2007–08, almost 25,000 candities but have a practical awareness of
UP
dates applied for about 3,700
what can be accomplished. They are
places. While these students are
much more conscious of the environStill active: Jordan Wells ’07 protests the
modestly compensated, they are
ment than earlier generations of studemolition of Redbud Woods in 2005.
making an enormous commitment
dents, and they are more likely to volto the public good.
unteer in programs aimed at educating
Students used to take pride in cutting the umbilical cord
prisoners or working with disadvantaged school children, albeit
less likely to be involved in protests—in part because we no longer when they arrived at Cornell. They are less independent now and
often think of their parents as friends as much as authority fighave a draft.
ures. Several students and parents with whom I have spoken feel
Most of the students I know well are English majors. Many
that parents are less restrictive, which conforms to my impresof them have double majors, and quite a few are pre-med or presion. Although some parents believe they are being told everylaw. Some study economics, often at the behest of parents who
are worried that an English major is a passport to poverty. Stu- thing in a constant stream of e-mails and phone calls, most
dents today are understandably reluctant to choose academic students only selectively confide in them.
I will close with a comment from Ashley Featherstone ’08, a
careers in fields where the job market is tight, but some do. We
magna cum laude graduate in English and the first member of
still have many students who wish to teach or to write the Great
her family to attend college: “The people I spent the most time
American Novel.
with shared many of the same values as me—hard work, deterMost students are more pragmatic than they were forty years
ago. They also seem more grade-oriented. Decisions about mination, integrity, and service. . . . Whether through music, art,
literature, business, science, or medicine, Cornell students are idecourses and summer jobs often depend on what is the best prepaalistic, and they are struggling with issues of war, poverty, race,
ration for jobs. But are they cynical careerists? Not in my expegender, sexuality, education, and the environment.”
rience. I find them to be more directed and mature than their
— Daniel R. Schwarz
predecessors, although perhaps more realistic about what they
can contribute to saving the world.
When I first came to Cornell, the students editing the Daily Daniel R. Schwarz is the Frederic Whiton Professor of English
Literature and a Stephen Weiss Presidential Fellow.
Sun or acting in plays were often not those who were excelling
t a recent dinner party, a retired college professor who had no Cornell connection vociferously
argued:
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Campus News

From theHill

RENDERING BY ESKQ

Building block: Now in its third iteration, Milstein Hall remains the subject of controversy. The latest
version, which includes a cantilever over University Avenue, was created by “starchitect” Rem Koolhaas.
While some have urged the administration to move forward with the project, others object to its design.

Architecture School’s Milstein Hall Moves Ahead (Maybe)
In January, Ithaca’s Planning and Development Board approved
the final site plan for Paul Milstein Hall, the much-delayed and
much-discussed new facility for the College of Architecture, Art,
and Planning. Designed by the firm headed by famed architect
Rem Koolhaas, the 46,000-square-foot building will link Rand and
Sibley halls and includes a cantilever that extends over University
Avenue.
The board’s approval was thought to be the final hurdle that
stood in the way of construction. Not so fast, said a group of
twenty-five faculty and alumni, whose letter of opposition was
published in the Daily Sun three days later. Citing the University’s
financial crisis and a building they castigated as “provocative and
setting-discordant” as well as not energy efficient, the group
asked that the project be halted and the design reconsidered.
They also questioned the inclusion of a multi-level parking garage
adjacent to the new building, saying it was not compatible with
“the University’s expressed commitment to reducing traffic, fuel
consumption, and greenhouse gasses.”
The controversy continued into February. Letters both opposing and favoring Milstein Hall were published in the Sun, including one signed by fourteen architecture professors—among them,
12
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department chair Mark Cruvellier and dean of students Kent
Hubbell ’67, BArch ’69—expressing admiration for the design and
asserting that the building is “urgently needed” to protect the
department’s accreditation. On February 11, five professors
opposed to the project presented a resolution to the Faculty Senate that said: “We call upon President Skorton, the Capital Funding
and Priorities Committee, and the University Trustees to . . .
reevaluate the current plans to ensure that this building addresses
the current and future programmatic needs of AAP, while balancing
the financial constraints and sustainability objectives of the University as a whole.” Due to a procedural problem, a vote on the
resolution was postponed.
With a construction “pause” in effect until at least June 30,
the final decision about moving ahead with Milstein Hall rests with
President Skorton and Executive Vice President Stephen Golding.
University spokesman Simeon Moss ’73, BA ’82, told the Ithaca
Journal that “all projects that don’t have a shovel in the ground
are subject to the pause, and the president and the executive vice
president are reviewing those projects.” As of press time,
no decision had been announced. For updates, go to
cornellalumnimagazine.com.
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Give My
Regards
To...
These Cornellians
in the News
William Lynn III, JD ’80, nominated by President Barack
Obama and confirmed by the
Senate as deputy defense secretary, the number two position
at the Pentagon.
The Law School’s Class of ’08,
which had a 99 percent first-try
pass rate for the New York Bar
exam, an all-time record for
Cornell and the best of the
state’s fifteen law schools.
Cornell University, named to the
President’s Higher Education
Community Service Honor Roll,
With Distinction, by the Corporation for National and Community Service for its efforts to aid
disadvantaged youth. It’s the
highest federal honor a school
can achieve for such service.
Shannon Minter, JD ’93, named
one of six Lawyers of the Year
by Lawyers USA magazine for
winning the California Supreme
Court case that briefly legalized
same-sex marriage in the state.
Computer science major Tal
Rusak ’09, winner of the Computing Research Association’s
Outstanding Undergraduate
Award, given each year to one
male and one female student
nationwide.
Jay Walker ’77, named Cornell
Entrepreneur of the Year for
founding successful startup
companies such as Walker Digital, Synapse, and Priceline.com.
Professors Bruce Ganem, PhD
’86, (chemistry), Ronald HarrisWarrick (neurobiology and
behavior), Mary Beth Norton
(American history), and Richard
Rand (mechanical and aerospace engineering), named
Weiss Presidential Fellows for
their outstanding teaching
skills. Each will receive $25,000
over five years.

LISA BANLAKI FRANK

Hydraulic Lab Tumbles
The mystery of how long Cornell’s hydraulic lab
would remain standing ended in mid-February,
when a substantial portion of the decaying
stone building collapsed into Fall Creek Gorge.
The picturesque five-story structure (seen at
right in its heyday and above in its current condition) was built at the turn of the last century;
it had been unused since the Sixties, when it
was damaged in a flood. Located next to the
Triphammer footbridge and across from Alumni
House, it was built to study water purification
and the flow from the neighboring falls.

Faculty Slam Engineering Shuffle
As of January 1, the Engineering college’s Department of Theoretical and Applied Mechanics
(TAM) has been absorbed by the Sibley School of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering
(MAE). While the departments’ budgets have been joined, a transition committee has yet to
determine the future of TAM faculty and their academic work. Faculty protested the decision,
one calling it a harbinger of the University phasing out “curiosity driven” research in favor
of projects that are more likely to generate grant funding. “It is definitely an experiment to
see if such things are acceptable and successful enough to be carried out in other parts of
the University,” TAM Professor Andy Ruina told the Daily Sun. Former Dean (now Provost)
Kent Fuchs defended the merger, saying it “will allow Cornell to strengthen mechanics in the
college, building on the heritage of faculty excellence in both TAM and MAE.”

Tough Talk on the Cost of Higher Ed
In 1980, Cornell tuition equaled 28 percent of median family income; by 2007, it was 57 percent. Those and other unsettling facts about the cost of higher education were discussed at an
event at the Cornell Club–New York in January featuring President Skorton and economics professor Ron Ehrenberg. At the event, which garnered detailed coverage in the Chronicle of Higher
Education, Ehrenberg addressed such issues as rising tuition at public universities and the concern that a college degree will remain out of reach for many Americans. With Cornell’s endowment falling along with those of many other schools (see Currents, page 24), Skorton addressed
concerns about the University’s ability to trim costs while remaining true to the Founder’s commitment to “any person, any study.” “The only way to really save money at a university is to
stop doing something,” he said. “The decision to get rid of something at Cornell will be largely
based on choosing between two unpleasant alternatives.”
March | April 2009
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Fig leaf couture: “Eden,” a sinuous silk-and-organza gown by
Jessie Fair ’09, won the top design award at the annual
meeting of the International Textile and Apparel Association in
November. Says Fair: “I wanted to capture a lush, green landscape.” Fair’s prize was a two-week internship in London with
British designer Zandra Rhodes. The dress is modeled by
Human Ecology student Sara Cahill ’10.

Connie Cook, 89
Constance Eberhardt Cook ’41, JD ’43, Cornell’s first female
vice president, died January 20 of heart disease in an
Ithaca nursing home, after spending the day watching the
Obama inauguration with fellow residents. A Fulbright
scholar, Cook represented New York State’s 128th Assembly
District for twelve years. A longtime champion of women’s
rights, she introduced a bill to legalize abortion that was
passed prior to the Roe v. Wade decision. She became CorKEVIN STEARNS / UP
nell’s vice president for land grant affairs in 1976, using
her experience in Albany to advocate for the University; President Emeritus Frank
Rhodes called her “a knowledgeable and powerful champion for Cornell’s interests.”
She served as a trustee from 1969 to 1974. A Republican, she made an unsuccessful bid for Congress against a Democratic incumbent in 1984. In 1986, she was
inducted into Cornell’s Athletic Hall of Fame for her participation in fencing and
field hockey.
Cook is survived by two children and three grandchildren. Her husband, Alfred
Cook ’37, died in 1998.
SHAIPHOTO.COM

R&D
More information on campus research is available at www.news.cornell.edu
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Chemistry professor Peng Chen has developed a microscopic
method precise enough to measure the resolution of single
catalytic events. For the first time, he reported in Nature
Materials, researchers are able to observe the action of
nanoparticles within a hundredth of a second.

A team of Cornell engineers has created an ultrafast optical
oscilloscope that can measure and map out very small waveforms to a precise resolution. The new device, described in
Nature in November, can be used to capture fast-moving
events such as chemical reactions or laser fusion.

Biogas could become a more viable alternative fuel source,
particularly for smaller farms, thanks to a new a system
designed by plant biologist Gary Harman and chemist Terry
Spittler. It uses manure and other farm byproducts to remove
toxic hydrogen sulfide from biogas, a renewable energy source
derived from animal waste.

In an effort to move objects at the nanoscale, aerospace
engineer David Erickson is using optofluidics, in which the
pressure of light manipulates biological molecules. The
research may lead to more rapid tests for detecting pathogens
or sequencing DNA.

A “lint brush” that removes cancer cells from the bloodstream
before they spread to the rest of the body could lead to new
treatments. Biomedical engineer Michael King designed the
process, which kills as much as 30 percent of malignant cells.

Working under engineering professor Hod Lipson, students
have created a prototype ornithopter, a machine that hovers
using small flapping wings. The device is impossible to tip; if
scaled down small enough, it could be used for surveillance,
artificial pollination, and even toys.

Male and female mosquitoes flap their wings to create a harmonic duet prior to mating, says a study in Science by entomologists Ron Hoy and Laura Harrington. The discovery could
lead to better ways to control large mosquito populations.

Butterflies’ hind wings allow them to make tight turns and
evade predators, says chemical ecologist Tom Eisner. It was
previously thought that their bright colors were their main
defense mechanism.

A vaccine developed at the Vet college prevents Johne’s disease—a contagious, chronic, usually fatal bacterial infection
that affects farm animals. In a paper in the journal Vaccine,
lead author Yung-Fu Chang says the research may help prevent
Crohn’s disease in humans.

In a joint project with DuPont, Cornell materials scientists
have developed a method of converting metallic nanotubes
into semiconductors. As reported in Science, the tubes are
suspended in semiconducting “ink” to make them into thin,
flexible electronics.
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From the Hill

200 Candles for Darwin
The campus celebrated Charles Darwin’s 200th birthday in February
with a weeklong series of lectures, speeches, and exhibitions collectively called “Darwin Days.” Kroch Library’s exhibition “Charles
Darwin: After the Origin” kicked off with a talk by President Emeritus Frank Rhodes. “Darwin’s work had a revolutionary impact on all
aspects of contemporary thought,” Rhodes said. “Evolutionary theory didn’t just affect the scientific world, its implications reached
across the entire social and political landscape of the late nineteenth century.” The exhibit, which runs through September 8,
includes first editions of Darwin’s books, as well as engravings,
photographs, and samples of the types of butterflies, beetles, and
other specimens the naturalist observed.
Other Darwin Days events included a talk by Florida high
school biology teacher David Campbell ’77 on the long-standing
tension between “intelligent design” and the theory of evolution,
as well as a panel discussion on the role of race in evolutionary
biology. Though racial ideologies were once perpetuated by pseudoscientific fields like phrenology and eugenics, said University of
Maryland physics professor Sylvester James Gates, evolutionary
studies have helped bridge racial divides. “All of our science tells
us what our religions tell us,” Gates said, “that we’re all brothers
and sisters.”

Architecture School Back in
Top Spot
Cornell’s undergraduate architecture program has been ranked the
nation’s best by DesignIntelligence magazine for the fourth time in
five years. The publication’s annual list, based on a survey of 200
U.S. architecture firms and organizations and 900 students, placed
the University’s master’s program sixth. Each school was judged on
its ability to prepare students for professional practice and to satisfy their needs. The interior design and landscape architecture
programs were each ranked in the top five for both graduate and
undergraduate study.

Grad Student Makes
Beautiful Music
The New York Philharmonic has commissioned doctoral student
Sean Shepherd to compose a classical piece to premiere next
spring. Shepherd will have his work—which will be fifteen to
twenty minutes long and include seventeen instruments—featured
alongside that of six other composers in “Contact, the New Music
Series.” “I think everybody has his own idea of new music,” Shepherd says. “I try to do what’s new to me. I don’t feel bound or
constricted in terms of technique. When you don’t feel those burdens, your imagination is free to wander.” Shepherd joins an elite
group of Cornell composers who have been commissioned by the
Philharmonic, including Steve Reich ’57 and retired professor Karel
Husa. Says Shepherd: “ ‘Honored’ only begins to describe it.”

Let the Sun Shine In
The University’s Solar Decathlon team is preparing to compete in
the U.S. Department of Energy’s competition this fall. With more
than 150 student members, it is Cornell’s largest student-run project. In October, twenty colleges and universities from around the
world will meet on the Washington Mall, where each will build and
showcase a highly energy-efficient, entirely solar-powered house.
Entries will be judged on ten criteria, including engineering, market viability, and lighting design. For updates, go to
cusd.cornell.edu.

HERBERT F. JOHNSON MUSEUM

Australia Dreamin’
Johnny Warangkula Tjupurrula’s painting Water Dreaming at
Kalipinypa (1972) is part of the exhibit “Icons of the Desert:
Early Aboriginal Paintings from Papunya.” The work, from the
collection of Barbara and John Wilkerson, PhD ’70, made
headlines in 1996 and 2000 when it sold at world-record
auction prices. The show runs at the Johnson Museum
through April 5 before moving to UCLA and NYU.

Two Undergrads Die During
Winter Break
Two students in the Arts college passed away in separate incidents
over winter break; neither family has released details regarding the
causes of their deaths. Eighteen-year-old Nicholas Kau ’12 of New
York City was the grandson of Robert Olmsted ’45, BCE ’46, and the
son of Elizabeth Olmsted ’74. Florida resident Matthew Lanzing,
twenty-two, was a film major; although a member of the Class of
’08, he was still working toward his degree.

Podcast Aids Young Alums in
First Job Hunt
With the current economic crisis making it harder for graduates to
find jobs, three Cornellians have launched a weekly podcast to aid
in the search. Applied economics and management graduate student Romi Kher, Rachel Gordon ’08, and personal enterprise professor Deborah Streeter started “10GoodMinutes,” which updates each
Monday and is available online at http://10goodminutes.com/. The
podcast—which has more than 200 subscribers and has been
downloaded more than 4,000 times—offers advice about the problems young grads may face in their first job hunt. Alumni are frequent guests, addressing such topics as internships, interviews,
and networking. “We try to put out a positive message, the notion
that there are options out there for people who are entrepreneurial
and creative,” Streeter says. “Even in chaos there is opportunity,
and we hope people will be inspired to take control of their career
and perhaps look at things beyond the traditional path.”
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15

016-018CAMma09sports

2/23/09

2:29 PM

Page 16

Sports

LINDSAY FRANCE / UP

Big Red Renovation
Great moments in Cornell athletics, in living color

I

n 1965, Big Red basketball player
Blaine Aston ’67 made a seventeenfoot jump shot in the final three seconds against undefeated Princeton, led
by Bill Bradley, giving Cornell a 70-69 victory. But few current students knew about
Aston’s moment of glory—until fall 2006,
when it was featured in a series of plaques
commemorating great Cornell athletes
installed in Bartels Hall’s Bennett Family
Concourse. The concourse—an ongoing
project to spruce up the field house’s main
hallway—was endowed by former basketball player and rower Jim Bennett III
’65, who decided that for a school with
Big Red spirit, Bartels was too drab. “Jim
recognizes that athletics is one of the
important threads in the fabric that is
Cornell,” says John Webster, director of

development for athletics. “He allowed us
to transform Bartels and have it better
represent the excitement and energy of
Cornell athletics.”
The Bartels entryway now features
eighteen color plaques highlighting memorable moments in Cornell sports over the
last fifty years. (In addition to Aston’s
shot, they include the 1948 football game
in which the Big Red defeated Dartmouth
27-26 after Bob Dean ’49 kicked the extra
point with 2:40 left to play.) The concourse
also boasts a series of nine-foot-tall banners
depicting star players from each varsity
sport and two photo murals of athletes surrounded by words such as “dedication,”
“confidence,” and “determination.” Eighteen more plaques—to be selected by staff,
former athletes, and friends—will eventu-

ally be added on the other side of the hallway. “I didn’t want a musty old case with
pictures,” says Bennett, a senior executive
with the communications consulting firm
Dix & Eaton in Cleveland, Ohio. “I
wanted something that was contemporary
and would have an impact.”
Four generations of Bennetts have
attended Cornell, starting with Bennett’s
grandfather, James Bennett 1911. (Jim
Bennett’s father, basketball player James
Bennett Jr. ’41, LLB ’48, is in the Cornell
Athletic Hall of Fame.) “If there’s something that’s been a part of our family’s
life, it is Cornell athletics,” Bennett says.
“We always used to sing the Alma Mater
on Christmas Eve, so my kids grew up
thinking it was a Christmas carol.”
— Aeriel Emig ’09

Hallway of Fame: The Bennett Family concourse in Bartels Hall honors Big Red athletes past and present.
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Big Game

February 7, 2009

WRESTLING RISES If there was still any
doubt that Cornell wrestling is on a par
with the traditional powers of the sport, it
was put to rest quickly this year. The Big
Red finished second in two of the biggest
national events and moved to the second
spot in the national rankings as a result.
Early in the season, the Big Red posted an
Mack Lewnes

PATRICK SHANAHAN

impressive second-place finish at the Cliff
Keen Las Vegas Invitational, trailing only
champion Nebraska. Mack Lewnes ’11 led
the way with a first-place finish at 165
pounds while Jordan Leen ’09 was second
at 157. Cornell then showed its dual-meet
strength by taking second at the Cliff Keen
National Duals in January. The Big Red led
the University of Iowa midway through the
championship match before the Hawkeyes
won the final four matches to take its 17th
event title. The third-seeded Cornell grapplers reached the final by beating secondseeded Iowa State 22-15 in the semifinals
and sixth-seeded Ohio State 17-16 in the
quarterfinals. At press time, Cornell had an
10-2 record in dual meets and was ranked
number three nationally.
CRIMSON CRUSHERS Cornell and Harvard
have a long history of rivalry in many sports,
but until this year men’s squash was not one
of them. That changed in December, as Cornell beat Harvard 6-3 for the program’s first
win over the Crimson in 47 years. A pair of
freshmen, Charlie Wagner ’12 and David
Hilton ’12, got the match off to a good
start with 3-0 wins at No. 6 and No. 8.
Chris Vernick ’10 then clinched the victory
with a hard-fought 3-2 triumph in the No. 9
spot. Cornell’s women’s team also showed its
strength with a 9-0 win over Dartmouth, its
first conference victory since 2002.

Ryan Wittman
TIM MCKINNEY ’81

After winning 19 Ivy League games in a row, the men’s basketball team was
defeated 61-41 by a determined Princeton squad that appears to be their
main challenger for the Ivy title this year. That made the next night’s game
against Penn—in the unfriendly confines of Philadelphia’s Palestra—an
important test. The Big Red responded decisively, quickly running up a
double-digit lead, forcing the Quakers into bad shots, and winning 88-73.
Forward Ryan Wittman ’10 led all scorers with 21 points, including three
3-pointers; guard Louis Dale ’10—last year’s Ivy League Player of the
Year—had 16 points and 9 rebounds.

HONOR ROLL Arno Niemand ’56 will be
inducted into the National Wrestling Hall
of Fame and receive the Museum Order of
Merit during the organization’s Honors
Weekend in June. The award is presented
to a person who has made significant
contributions, other than as a coach or

wrestler, to the sport of wrestling.
Niemand, who wrestled at Cornell from
1952 to 1954, founded fitness equipment
company Body Bar Systems in 1990. Body
Bar sponsors several collegiate wrestling
events every year, including a tournament
at Cornell.
March | April 2009
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LAX TOURNEYS Cornell’s lacrosse teams
will have more postseason opportunities
beginning in 2010 as the Ivy League will
add four-team tournaments for men and
women to determine the league’s NCAA
automatic qualifier. The league champion,
however, will continue to be determined
through the results of round-robin play
during the regular season. The tournaments
will be hosted by the regular-season champion and will be held during the final
weekend of the season.

Pete Gogolak
CORNELL ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS

GIANT STEP Pete Gogolak ’64, who revolutionized placekicking, has been named to
the second class of the American Football
Kicking Hall of Fame. The inaugural class of
five inductees, covering the first 50 years
of football, was inducted in 2008. A former
soccer player born in Hungary, Gogolak was
the first soccer-style kicker in both college
and professional football. A member of the
Cornell Athletic Hall of Fame, Gogolak still
holds the career scoring record for the New
York Giants with 646 points.
TAKING OVER The new head coach of the
NFL’s Tampa Bay Buccaneers is former Cornell assistant Raheem Morris. The 32-yearold Morris served as the Big Red’s defensive backfield coach in 1999 before
returning to Hofstra University, his alma
mater, for two seasons as an assistant. He
joined Tampa Bay in 2002 and has been
with the team ever since, except for one
season as defensive coordinator at Kansas
State. Another former Cornell assistant
helped the Arizona Cardinals to their first
Super Bowl appearance, where they lost a
thriller to the Pittsburgh Steelers. Arizona’s
special teams coach, Kevin Spencer, was a
graduate assistant in 1979–80 before
spending six seasons at Ithaca College and
then coaching at Wesleyan University
before joining the NFL in 1991.
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Redeeming the ‘Great Engineer’
Herbert Hoover

by William E. Leuchtenburg ’43 (Times)

B

efore the tribulations of his presidency, Herbert Hoover was hailed
as a great humanitarian. He oversaw food aid to Europe during
World War I, and as Secretary of Commerce in
the Twenties sent famine relief to the Soviet
Union despite his hatred of communism. To
blame Hoover for the Great Depression is a
gross distortion of history argues Leuchtenburg,
a professor emeritus at the University of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill, and winner of the
Bancroft and Parkman prizes. After the stock
market crash in 1929, Hoover urged Congress
to increase public works spending, cajoled the
Federal Reserve to expand credit, and tried to
bolster public confidence.
A Mercy by Toni Morrison, MA ’55 (Knopf). The
theme of sacrifice runs throughout Nobel laureate Morrison’s latest novel, set in 1680s America. A mother offers up her young daughter,
Florens, as payment for her master’s debt to a
farmer in New York. Three other women live at
the farm on the edge of the wilderness: Lina,
the Native American girl; Sorrow, the odd servant; and Rebekka, the farmer’s wife. Morrison
shows the moral ambiguity in their relationships. “To be given dominion over another is a hard thing; to
wrest dominion over another is a wrong thing; to give dominion of
yourself to another is a wicked thing.”
Everything Asian by Sung J. Woo ’94
(Thomas Dunne). When twelve-year-old
David Kim arrives at Newark Airport from
Korea, he hasn’t seen his father in five
years. David speaks little English, but he is
a keen observer of human foibles. He begins
work at East Meets West (his father’s gift
shop in Peddlers Town, a mall in suburban
New Jersey), makes new friends, and tries to
adjust to American culture. David’s observations alternate with chapters told from the perspectives of his
family members. In this first novel, Woo recounts the trials of new
immigrants with humor and understanding.
22
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Color by Kenneth A. McClane ’73, MFA ’76
(Notre Dame). In his new essay collection, the W. E. B. Du Bois Professor of
Literature chronicles his parents’ upbringing and their struggles against racism,
their careers in medicine, their work in
the civil rights movement, and how they
became the first African Americans to
break the color barrier in previously
white organizations. He tells of his own
coming of age in Harlem, and how he was the second black student to enroll at Collegiate, the oldest preparatory school in
America. He ends the collection with a poignant account of his
parents’ struggle with Alzheimer’s disease.
Castle by J. Robert Lennon (Graywolf).
Iraq War veteran and loner Eric Loesch
returns to his boyhood town in Upstate
New York, buys 612 acres on the far edge
of the county, and remodels a rundown
house. But when he examines the title to
the land, he learns that someone else
owns a dense stand of woods in the heart
of the property, and the person’s name is
blacked out. Loesch explores the deep
forest and discovers a seemingly abandoned fortress—a fortress
that holds the key to his past and its legacy of violence.
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Tough Times

F

aced with a harrowing decline in the value of Cornell’s endowment, the Board of Trustees adopted
proposals in January intended, in the words of
President David Skorton, to “protect the strength
and character of Cornell while dealing with the financial challenges that impact all aspects of the University’s balance sheet.”
After years of strong growth, Cornell’s long-term investments
(which include the endowment and two smaller funds) had
reached a value of $6.1 billion at the end of the last academic
year on June 30, 2008. Between then and the end of the calendar year, their value tumbled 27 percent—more than $1.6 billion.
The 27 percent drop—first reported by Skorton in a January 9 interview with CAM—includes estimates of the current
value of so-called illiquid assets such as real estate. A complete
revaluation of these assets, which represent about one-third of
Cornell’s investments, has not been completed. When it is, the
loss could be less than 27 percent—or more. And the decline in
the value of the long-term investments may continue, despite
efforts to revise the portfolio, as most economic experts are skeptical about a quick recovery.
Cornell’s problem is not unique. According to a recent survey of business officers at 435 schools, the value of U.S. university endowments fell by 23 percent in the five months that ended
on November 30, 2008. Harvard has reported a drop of more
than 20 percent and estimated that its full-year decline could be
30 percent. Yale, Princeton, and other large institutions have also
announced double-digit declines.
In the January interview, Skorton noted that Cornell is fortunate in one sense: its operating budget is not as dependent on
investment earnings as that of other schools such as Princeton,
which draws 45 percent of its operating funds from the endowment. “Only about 11 percent of the University’s operating
expenditures comes from endowment earnings,” he said. “It’s still
a big number, but because we have a larger student body and a
smaller endowment than some other schools, the impact is not
as great.”
Even so, the University has had to take stringent measures
to address a budget shortfall of 10 percent caused by the endowment decline, a reduction in state aid, a slowdown in alumni giving, and other factors related to the current economic crisis. The
steps approved by the trustees in January include spending cuts
of 5 percent on the Ithaca campus (about $50 million) and 8
percent at Weill Cornell Medical College in New York City
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(about $13 million); extension of the “pause” in external staff
hiring and campus construction to June 30, 2009; suspension of
the Salary Improvement Program for faculty and staff in the
2009–10 academic year; tapping of $150 million in reserves to
improve cash flow; and drawing of $35 million in endowment
funds to support financial aid. The trustees also approved
2009–10 tuition increases of 4 percent for undergraduates in the
endowed colleges—the lowest percentage increase since 1966—
and 7.2 percent for undergraduates in the statutory colleges.
(For details, go to: www.cornell.edu/president/statements/2009/
20090125-fy2009-budget.cfm.)
Because the economic crisis is affecting alumni giving, Skorton says that the “Far Above” campaign may take longer if Cornell is to reach its target of $4 billion. “The goals that I’ve talked
about—the importance of need-based financial aid; the importance of support for faculty; the need for appropriate philanthropy
for facilities—everything is the same,” says Skorton. “But the pace
is going to have to be respectful of what people are going through.
It would be offensive to go to people who are suffering enormous
changes in their personal lives and presume that our needs are
going to be first on their list. Our alumni and friends are continuing to be extremely generous, but we are experiencing a falloff
in pledges right now because people are hurting.”
Despite the gloomy outlook, Skorton remains optimistic
about the University’s ability to meet the economic challenge, citing the skill of the managers in the Office of Investment and the
efforts of the trustees, especially those who serve on the Investment Committee. “During the most frightening parts of the
declines and sell-offs that we went through,” Skorton says, “these
trustees—all of whom do something else for a living, and many
of whom were suffering the same volatility in their personal and
business lives as we were here—gave up hour after hour, on short
notice, to keep hammering away at finding the best way to protect Cornell.”
Skorton also believes that the current crisis offers an opportunity for Cornell to play an important role in the economic recovery—and beyond. “We have the assets to be extraordinarily helpful as the community, the state, and the country dig out from their
problems,” he says. “Isn’t this one of the places where we ought
to be tackling the thorniest problems? What other entities in society have this breadth of expertise and inquiry? This is our time to
be part of the answer to problems that don’t just go away.”
— Jim Roberts ’71

JASON KOSKI / UP

Endowment Drop Causes Cutbacks
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Catching a Lift
Ithaca ponders the possibility of pod cars
WWW.PSFK.COM/

W

hen the Utne Reader, an alternative news digest, anointed Ithaca
as America’s Most Enlightened City in 1997, the town went
viral in the media. Since then, Ithaca has been labeled one of the
country’s most progressive cities, the best place to be a mom or
a lesbian (or both), a haven for nature lovers and retirees, and a splendid place to be
a left-of-center NPR subscriber. Cornell, the town’s major employer, is touted as a
family-friendly institution intent on becoming a paragon of environmentalism with
its new Center for a Sustainable Future and a commitment to downsizing its carbon
footprint.
Now members of a citizen’s group called Connect Ithaca are determined to add
another jewel to Ithaca’s emerald crown. They want to make the city formerly known
for manufacturing the world’s most celebrated shotgun into a global showpiece for Personal Rapid Transit (PRT). In short, they want Ithaca to be America’s first pod car city.
“I see this as a beautiful vision for the Ithaca area and downtown,” says Frost Travis,
MPS ’00, co-owner of Travis and Travis Development and a founding member of Connect Ithaca. “It would significantly reduce traffic congestion and, by creating a walkable urban environment, intensify a sense of community.”
So what are pod cars? They’re small vehicles, usually seating four people (though
larger versions can carry twenty), that travel on guideways twenty-five to thirty feet
above the ground. One analogy for the system is a horizontal dumbwaiter that works
like a monorail. There are main “nodes” and destinations; to summon a pod one simply pushes a button. Passengers hop in, swipe a card, and enter a destination, and the
pods tool along at twenty to thirty miles per hour, propelled by renewable batterypowered energy. “The real genius behind PRT is the software that runs the system,”
says Robert Morache, an architect and spokesman for Connect Ithaca. “The rest is
really old railroad technology.” The concept has been compared, inaccurately, to the
space car driven by George Jetson. The Sixties cartoon has come back to haunt the

Wheels of the future? A community group is advocating the
construction of a pod car system in Ithaca.
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members of Connect Ithaca, who stress
that pod cars are not personal flying
saucers.
In September, Cornell hosted a threeday Pod Car City conference that drew
about 200 people. An international posse
of academics and engineers, as well as local
and regional policymakers, gathered at the
Johnson Museum to talk about pod cars
and PRT. At least two PRT-oriented companies sent representatives: Vectus, of South
Korea, and Ultra, of the U.K. Prototype
PRT systems are under construction at
London’s Heathrow Airport and in Uppsala, Sweden. In fact, we have the Swedes
to thank for the idea. The folks who
brought us the Volvo, Lake Source Cooling
technology, and wood stove pellets intend
to wean themselves off fossil fuels by 2020,
and PRT is key to their plans.
Sweden sponsored the first PRT conference in Uppsala in 2007, and Travis
footed the bill for a Connect Ithaca rep to
attend. It was there that Ithaca got the
nod as the perfect place for a pilot project. Morache has created maps of proposed routes as well as visionary sketches
of a State Street where pod cars whoosh
over the heads of pedestrians and
cyclists—images of a clean, peaceful city,
with far fewer cars and trucks slicing
through it and less sprawl along its outskirts. Still, the plan is not without its critics; there’s plenty of skepticism that it
could ever get off the ground, and the idea
of elevated rails carrying pods past bedroom windows has unnerved some locals.
Carlos Rymer ’08, who studied sustainable development at Cornell and assisted
with the conference, says many students
initially expressed skepticism but eventually embraced the pod car idea. “This system has the potential to change transportation around the world,” he said.
“Ithaca could go into the history books as
a major player in helping solve key urban
challenges and stop global warming.”
Like Cornell’s Comprehensive Master
Plan—which cites the need for improved
campus transportation, possibly in the
form of a rail-based system—Connect
Ithaca is taking a long view in regard to
transit and development. The group is
currently awaiting word on a proposed
feasibility study that would be financed
with a grant from the New York State
Energy Research and Development
Authority. Interested parties, including the
City of Ithaca, Cornell, and Ithaca College, are taking a wait-and-see approach.
Could Ithaca really become America’s first
pod car city? “Everbody’s lined up to be
second,” said Morache. “It takes real
leadership to be the first.”
— Franklin Crawford
March | April 2009
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Sweet Science
Cornell’s maple experts aid an ancient industry

BRIAN CHABOT

Tree of life: Mike Farrell tends one
of the taps in Cornell’s Lake Placid
sugarbush. Above: The view from
the maple research station

I

’ve got a really dorky joke about
lichen, if you guys want to hear it.”
Mike Farrell is in the Adirondack woods, leading a group from a
local boarding school (a dozen environmental science students, their teacher, her
two dogs) on a hike on a blazingly beautiful day in October. The director of Cornell’s Uihlein Sugar Maple Research and
Extension Field Station has been giving the
students lessons in tree identification—how
to tell a spruce from a fir, a sugar maple
from its red cousin—when the subject of
lichen comes up. Although the teens’
enthusiasm for the joke is muted, he tells it
anyway; it does, indeed, prove to be really
dorky. “Freddy Fungus and Annie Algae
got together and took a lichen to each
other,” the boyish-looking Farrell says to a
chorus of groans. “They always went out
on a limb for each other, but after a while
their marriage was on the rocks.”
The group is hiking through part of
Uihlein’s 200 acres, the Lake Placid outpost where the University does much of
its maple research—helping the industry
improve its forest management, tapping
techniques, and methods of syrup production. The station was established in
28

1965 on land donated by Henry Uihlein
II (pronounced “ee-line”), an heir to the
Schlitz Brewing fortune who moved to
Lake Placid as a young man seeking relief
from tuberculosis. Cornell taps 4,500
trees in its Adirondack sugarbush, collecting sap via thirty-five miles of plastic
tubing. “Sometimes squirrels will chew on
the tubing,” says Farrell, one of the station’s two full-time staffers, “or branches
will fall on it and knock the lines down.”
In addition to leading school and visitor
tours, Farrell—who lives in a cabin at the
station—is responsible for overseeing an
operation that produces more than 1,000
gallons of syrup a year; it takes forty gallons of sap, the product of four trees, to
make one gallon of syrup.
On campus, the Cornell Maple Program is run by Brian Chabot, a professor
of ecology and evolutionary biology who
directs it on a half-time basis; there’s also
a full-time maple Extension associate in
the Department of Natural Resources and
an Extension forester who devotes about
a quarter of his time to maple. “We have
more bodies than we’ve ever had,” says
Chabot, whose office is located in Little
Rice, a tiny building on the Ag Quad
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where four rooms have been carved out of
a former poultry feed house with no running water. “We also have what we call
our maple team, who are the county
Extension educators around the state.”
The program sponsors conferences and
workshops on topics like tree management, making maple confections, and
introductory sugaring. “The thing I love
about the maple business is that it is an
ancient industry,” Chabot says. “It was
here before the Europeans arrived; we
learned how to do it from the Indians.
And some elements of the basic process
are not different—you get the sap, you
boil it down, and you eat it—but in terms
of technology, there’s hardly anything
we’re doing today that we were doing the
same way fifteen or twenty years ago.
There’s a continuing evolution of methods
and tools. It’s surprisingly dynamic, for
something that has this traditional core.”
On top of his work at Uihlein, Farrell
is a Cornell PhD candidate in natural
resources. (He also holds a master’s in
forestry from SUNY.) For his dissertation
research, he’s studying the growth potential of New York State’s $13 million-a-year
(continued on page 32)
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Summer Programs & Sports Camps
Exciting academic and athletic summer
programs for children and young adults

CAMP REGIS-APPLEJACK
Co-ed 6-16
Where the fun never stops! Over 50 activities,
including sailing, waterskiing, tennis, athletics, drama, art, wilderness trips, mountain
biking, and more! Friendly, multicultural
atmosphere. Spectacular location on a pristine
Adirondack lake. Cabins with rustic living
room, fireplace, and bathrooms. Familyowned since 1946. 4- and 8-week sessions
with intro 2-week program available.
For video and brochure, write or call:
Michael Humes
60 Lafayette Road West, Princeton, NJ 08540
(609) 688-0368
www.campregis-applejack.com
ACA Accredited
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Character
Actor
Pat Fraley has
played everyone
from Huck Finn to
Buzz Lightyear

Lon Chaney may have
been the Man of a Thousand Faces, but Pat Fraley
has him beat. Over the
past thirty-five years, the
prolific voiceover actor has
portrayed more than 4,000
characters, including those
on Saturday morning cartoons such as “DuckTales,”
“Ghostbusters,” and
“Smurfs.” “One day you’re
hired to cry like a baby,
the next day you’re the
president,” says Fraley, MFA ’73. “One
of the wonderful things is that you’re

‘I now live in the
house that Krang
built.’
not typecast. It’s all about what you
can do with your voice.”
Fraley has also worked on feature
films, talking toys, and video games.
For children of the Eighties, he is best
known as the villain Krang from the
cartoon “Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles.”
“Krang sounds like Katharine Hepburn
and Ernest Borgnine meeting in an
alley for acid indigestion,” Fraley says.
“We did 200 of those shows. I now live
in the house that Krang built.” He has
recorded more than a dozen audio
books, including The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn, for which he provided
the voices of about a hundred characters in thirty-four dialects. Fraley has
played Jesus in illustrated DVDs of the
30
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ARIEL CHOLLETT

Bible, and he’s Buzz Lightyear for Toy
Story toys, commercials, and theme
park rides, serving as a sound-alike for
star Tim Allen. Outside the recording
studio, Fraley teaches voiceover at the
university level and has published several instructional books and CDs.
Fraley earned an MFA in acting
from Cornell after majoring in dramatic
art at Whitman College. He then joined
a theatre company in Australia, where
he discovered that he was better at
manipulating his voice than at performing Shakespeare. Voiceover acting is
challenging, Fraley says, because he
must perform without visual cues and
often receives prompt lines from actors
thousands of miles away. The field is
fast-paced; Fraley’s agent sometimes
sends him a script just hours before he
is due at the recording studio. “I get a
call when I’m in the car,” Fraley says.
“Whereas some people might be able to
go to Kentucky and study the dialect,
I’m lucky to have the time to swing by
Kentucky Fried Chicken.”
— Aeriel Emig ’09
March | April 2009
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(continued from page 28)
maple industry, exploring economic, political, and social factors. He laments that
although New York has more maples than
any other state—some 300 million outside
the protected Adirondack Park—it taps
less than 1 percent of them. “We don’t
have the same recognition and marketing
potential that Vermont has,” he says, noting that the Green Mountain State actually ranks seventh in maple inventory. In
New York, he says, sugaring is a graying
industry, with many of its practitioners
over sixty. “What we need to do,” he
says, “is train the next generation of
maple producers.”
Other threats to the industry include
global warming—Farrell notes that the sugaring season now starts a week earlier and
ends ten days earlier than it did four
decades ago—and invasive species such as
the Asian longhorn beetle. But with maple
prices through the roof following a poor
season in Québec (which produces 80 percent of world supplies) and European and
Asian countries getting a taste for maple as
an “exotic luxury product,” he says the
state’s maple industry has great potential, in
terms of both economics and ecology. “It’s
a sustainable use of our forests,” he says. “It
ties people to the land, connects us to our
history. People can live off the land, make a
great product, and do it year after year.”
A regular stop on the Lake Placid
tourist circuit, Uihlein gets as many as
4,000 visitors a year—mainly during sugaring season, which runs from late February to mid-April. (The station’s new visitor center sports rich maple paneling
bearing the scars of countless taps, filled
in with epoxy.) In addition to its Adirondack sugaring operation, the University
taps 2,000 trees in its Arnot Teaching and
Research Forest fifteen miles southwest of
Ithaca, producing 200 to 500 gallons of
syrup depending on the season. Official
Cornell syrup is sold at Uihlein, at shops
on campus, and via mail order, with proceeds supporting maple extension and
research programs; current prices range
from $17.50 for a pint to $53.50 for a
gallon.
Like wine connoisseurs, maple aficionados rate syrup on a flavor wheel,
with notes ranging from citrus and clove
to “burnt sugar” and “wet wood.”
Chabot describes the Uihlein syrup as having strong elements of brown sugar and
vanilla, with a distinct maple flavor.
“There aren’t typically any off-flavors, the
musky or chemical flavors that some
have,” he says. “If I gave you a Québec
syrup and an Adirondack syrup, you’d
notice a pronounced difference.”
— Beth Saulnier
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CSI: North Pole
The mysterious death of an Arctic explorer

C

ontroversy has always
surrounded Robert Peary’s
contention that he became
the first man to reach the
North Pole 100 years ago, during the winter and spring of 1909. The debate
involves an early fraudulent counterclaim,
a diary missing crucial entries, and the
need for Peary’s final push to have
occurred at an almost impossible speed—
leading some to believe that the Pole
wasn’t actually reached for another four
decades. But a mystery of another sort
during that famous expedition—the death
of Peary’s right-hand man, Ross Marvin
1905—has drifted into obscurity.
Marvin wasn’t the first to lose his life
while trekking toward the top of the
world. In the nineteenth century, dozens
perished in the attempt. But Peary, who
had lost eight toes to frostbite during a
previous Arctic expedition, may have been
the most determined. Relying on Inuit
hunters and dog-drivers and pioneering
the “Peary system” of support teams and
supply caches, his mission had the best
chance yet for success.
When Peary’s ship, the Roosevelt, left
New York City on a sizzling July day in
1908, a lanky, unassuming Upstate native
was among the two dozen passengers.
Before graduating from Cornell with a
degree in civil engineering, Marvin had
completed a two-year course in navigation
on a New York Nautical School ship,
making two voyages across the Atlantic.
Immediately after commencement, he
accompanied Peary on his Arctic expedition of 1905–06. For their second polar
tour, he took a leave of absence from his
post as an engineering instructor at Cornell.
Following Marvin’s death, the Cornell
Alumni News would describe him as multitalented: “a botanist, a geologist, a meteorologist, a mathematician, and a navigator.” Indeed, in his book about the
1908–09 expedition, The North Pole,
Peary claimed that after the ship’s captain,
Marvin was “the most valuable man in
the party.” He wrote of how Marvin
taught the group to construct igloos and
how he helped plan the advance and relay
parties. The twenty-nine-year-old was the
mission’s chief scientist, his various mete34

orological and navigational measurements
vital to its success.
After wintering on Ellesmere Island
(the northernmost point in Canada),
twenty-four men, nineteen sledges, and
133 dogs set out for the North Pole on
February 28, 1909. Marvin commanded
one of the support teams and made it as
far north as 86 degrees 38 minutes (perhaps 200 nautical miles from the Pole)
before Peary instructed him to head back
to the Roosevelt. At 9:30 a.m. on March
26, Marvin and two Inuit men—cousins,
one named Kudlikto and the other nicknamed Harrigan—started south with a
sledge and seventeen dogs. “No shadow
of apprehension for the future hung over
that parting,” Peary later wrote, adding
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that Marvin was “filled with exultation that he had carried the Cornell colors to a point beyond the
farthest north of [previous explorers] Nansen and Abruzzi.” (Nearly
five months later, when the world
finally learned of Marvin’s demise,
the New York Times announced,
“MARVIN HONORED CORNELL :
Planted Her Colors Farthest North
Before He Died.”)
Peary (allegedly) reached the
Pole on April 6, returning to the
ship three weeks later. After congratulating him, Captain Robert
Bartlett informed him that Marvin
had never made it back. “The news
staggered me, killing all the joy I
had felt at the sight of the ship and
her captain,” Peary later wrote. “It
was indeed a bitter flavor in the cup
of our success.” According to Kudlikto, on the morning of April 10
Marvin had risen early to scout out
the path through the “Big Lead,” a
strip of open water that could be
crossed only in weather cold
enough to freeze it. Beyond view
and earshot, he had fallen through
the ice and struggled valiantly. But
by the time his Inuit companions
arrived, they saw only the back of
Marvin’s fur jacket bobbing below
the surface. They couldn’t reach the
body, so they continued south while
the ice still held. “He who had
never shrunk from loneliness in the performance of his duty,” Peary wrote, “had
at last met death alone.”
But, as it turned out, that wasn’t true.
Ross Marvin was murdered.
Seventeen years after the expedition,
by which time Peary had died of anemia,
Kudlikto approached a Danish missionary
in Greenland and told him the truth. The
facts have grown hazy over the years, but
essentially the story is this: While heading
south, Harrigan (who was either
exhausted or ill) asked to ride on the
sledge. Marvin refused—twice. Kudlikto
made a third request on behalf of his
cousin; again, it was denied. Some stories
say Marvin himself was in great pain, suffering from severe frostbite. Others con-
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tend he was “ice-mad”—or perhaps simply angry at Peary for sending him back.
He may have begun unpacking Harrigan’s
gear from the sledge, as if to abandon
him. In any case, Kudlikto grabbed a rifle
and shot him, then sank his lifeless body
beneath the ice.
There was no trial. No country held
jurisdiction over the murder scene. International maritime law didn’t apply. And
no one was inclined to retrieve an Inuit
from Greenland to try him in an American court. As author Fergus Fleming
wrote in his history of polar exploration,
Ninety Degrees North, “The matter was
laid to rest amidst the dry shuffling of
judicial excuses.”
One hundred years later, Marvin is
featured as part of a traveling exhibit
entitled “Across the Polar Sea: With
Robert E. Peary on the North Pole Expedition.” A selection of Marvin-related
artifacts—a pair of fur boots, his wooden
snowshoes, his tobacco case—are on display. But Marvin’s remains are still somewhere beneath the Arctic ice—as Peary
wrote, “the farthest north of all deaths
known to man.”
— Brad Herzog ’90
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Being Patient
Once a hard-charging cardiologist,
Thomas Graboys ’66 struggles to cope
with the devastating effects of
Parkinson’s disease

When Thomas Graboys ’66 began to notice the
physical and cognitive symptoms of Parkinson’s disease, he tried to dismiss them as the products of
stress and grief; his first wife, Caroline Rigby
Graboys ’67, had recently died of colon cancer. But
eventually, the handsome and athletic Boston cardiologist—on the faculty at Harvard and part of the
team of doctors that won a 1985 Nobel prize—had
to admit that although he was only in his fifties, he
had a serious degenerative disease. In his memoir
Life in the Balance—which the New York Times
called “a small wonder” when it was published last
spring—Graboys chronicles his struggles with
Parkinson’s and a related form of dementia, which
have forced him to retire from medicine and sharply
redefined his life.
Cornell Alumni Magazine: How have Parkinson’s
and dementia affected you?
Thomas Graboys: Trying to communicate is
extremely difficult. In general there is a lot of unhappiness, frustration, and anger. I have difficulty with cognitive
function and terrible problems with memory, maintaining a train
of thought. It’s interesting when people tell me, “You sound so
good.” People kind of automatically hear if your voice sounds
reasonable. And I can make it sound reasonable by increasing
the amplitude and speed, but then it falls back and I . . . [His
voice trails off.] What just happened was that I lost my thought,
perhaps because of a sudden pulse of neurochemicals in the
brain. And without those I can’t function well at all.
CAM: You played three sports in high school and college; are
you still physically active?
TG: I can’t ski or play tennis anymore and that’s really sad.
Everything is this loss of control associated with a need to compensate for it. And that brings me to spinning classes three times
a week; I also work with a trainer and do massage and yoga. If
you asked my wife what is the most important part of my management, she would say keeping me vertical. You have to keep
pushing and have a good attitude.
CAM: Are there any other symptoms?
TG: The major problem I have is orthostatic hypotension. It
36
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means that your blood pressure tumbles down without any
awareness that it’s going to happen. It can occur at any time and
you can potentially die from it. If I don’t get myself horizontal,
or at least sitting, I can pass out. And that is not a pleasant experience—it gives a sense of a veil going over my face and I can’t
see. And less than a minute after that, it’s gone. It has happened
when I’m taking a shower, walking upstairs, or a hundred other
times, and it’s a progressive problem.
CAM: How would you describe your reaction to the disease’s onset?
TG: Total body denial. Every molecule of my persona was
wrapped around maintaining my status—making sure I could
still teach, write, continue my research. Every day there was the
fear of it all crumbling down. I’d wake up with it, I’d go to sleep
with it. It was horrendous, struggling to maintain the status quo.
CAM: How did you finally decide to stop practicing medicine?
TG: The amount of energy necessary to see patients was very difficult, and I obviously didn’t want anything to happen to them.
So I asked my group, ‘What do you think I should do?’ They said
I should retire. But I had spent thirty-five years taking care of people; I didn’t want to have it taken away. Even something as minor
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CAM: How has being a physician shaped
you as a patient?
TG: I had a certain level of arrogance; in
my core I felt I knew better than the doctors, that I knew more pharmacology. I
was in a constant struggle with my family, and particularly my wife, with taking
the medication properly, because these
drugs have potentially significant toxic
side effects. With Parkinson’s, you feel
lousy not taking the drugs, you feel lousy
when you take the drugs—you feel lousy
every day. There’s no free lunch with these
drugs. They’re with you for life. You’re
tethered to them. If I don’t take the pills
now, in the next hour I could go into
“Mayday! Going down!” And that’s how
it feels.
CAM: How has this experience changed
your perspective on the doctor-patient
relationship?
TG: Taking care of patients in an unhurried manner, so you are focused on
them—that is the most important. What

people want is time with a physician, not
to have him running into the examining
room and listening for three minutes
because we have to keep the volume up.
We have to be mindful of that. We can’t
let economics rule the roost.
CAM: What has been the reaction to
your book?
TG: Beyond my wildest dreams. I’ve
received nearly 500 e-mails, cards, letters. They bring tears to my eyes, the
stories. There is a universality of appeal
to the book that surprised me on the
one hand, and on the other hand it didn’t. It underscores the fact that this is
not simply a book about Parkinson’s.
It’s much more about being able to function or not.
CAM: In the book, you admit that you
concealed your symptoms when you were
dating your second wife, even hiding the
fact that you fainted on your wedding
day.
TG: I remarried to a woman, Vicki, who
is quite extraordinary—she didn’t sign on
for this cruise, but she’s sailing on it. It
would be extremely difficult to continue

without her. I discuss our relationship in
great detail in the book.
CAM: You’re also candid about the possibility of choosing to end your life.
TG: I have put it in basic terms: I want to
be in control. If I’m incontinent and senile
and I don’t know who my grandchildren
are, then what is the point of just being a
massive molecule waiting to be channeled
somewhere?

Currents

as driving a car, which is the last bastion
of independence—I had to give that up a
week ago, and it was brutal.
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CAM: Having treated cardiac patients for
decades, how would you say that Parkinson’s is different from other life-threatening conditions?
TG: With most diseases, they start and
they have a life and then they stop. With
diseases like Parkinson’s, Huntington’s,
ALS, Alzheimer’s, and multiple sclerosis,
they are with you. They’re part of the fabric of your life. Parkinson’s is a disease that
is pervasive on many levels, and it’s going
to be with us more and more as the population ages. But I try to be positive. It’s
not curable, but it is definitely manageable.
I didn’t know how I was going to adjust
to this part of my life, but I’m an optimist.
— Beth Saulnier

cu transportation

March | April 2009

37

024-039CAMma09currents

2/18/09

2:49 PM

Page 38

Currents

Goldwin Smith: Anti-Semite?
New book exposes famed professor’s bias

I

n 1868, Andrew Dickson White assembled a distinguished faculty to teach at New York’s new land-grant
institution, Cornell University. None was more eminent
than Goldwin Smith, the Regius Professor of History at
Oxford University, who left his prestigious chair in his prime,
at age forty-five, to teach European and English history in
Ithaca. Smith lent credence to White’s intention to create a
truly great university in Upstate New York.
Though he returned several times to give lectures, Smith
left Cornell in 1872 for the University of Toronto, where he
became an important figure in the intellectual life of Canada.
He is remembered by all Cornellians, of course, for the magnificent building on the Arts Quad that bears his name. In the
lobby, a plaque proclaims him “everywhere a champion of
liberty and progress.” Smith bequeathed a stone bench to the
University as well; set in front of the building, it is inscribed,
per his instructions, “Above all nations is humanity.”
What, then, are we to make of claims (not addressed by
either of Cornell’s fabled chroniclers, Carl Becker and Morris Bishop 1913, PhD ’26) in a new book by McMaster University religious studies professor Alan Mendelson that Smith
was “perhaps the most vicious anti-Semite in the Englishspeaking world”?
In Exiles from Nowhere: The Jews and the Canadian Elite,
Mendelson reports that Smith was obsessed with the Jewish lineage of British prime minister Benjamin Disraeli, whom he
despised. Even more disturbing are essays by Smith, written with
a tone of academic objectivity, that appeared in English literary
journals over the last third of the nineteenth century, about Russian pogroms and “The Jewish Question.”
Smith acknowledged that the term “anti-Semitic” was applicable to him even though he was “absolutely free” of “the slightest shadow of religious antipathy.” Jews have faced persecution
throughout history, he maintained, but they are responsible for
the “repulsion” they engender in others. Before the advent of
Christianity, all religions were tribal, but, Smith asserted, modern Jews cling to the “dead integument of an earlier and lower
stage of existence.” The “spirit of Judaism,” their “peculiar character and habits,” and especially their “preoccupation with
money-making” mark them as different—and less worthy—than
others. Jews absorb “the wealth of the community without
adding to it.” They are best described as “parasites”—a term,
Smith insisted, “merely used for the purpose of classification.”
Oppressors as well as oppressed, they are “cruel usurers, eating
the people as it were bread.”
Jews are victimized as well, Smith suggested, for their social
exclusiveness, their arrogance and haughtiness. They see themselves as God’s favorite race, superior to Gentiles. Circumcision,
a “barbarous rite,” marks the “tribal isolation” of Jews. They
have brought on themselves the violence visited on them by hardworking, though ignorant, Russian peasants: “My contention is
that the blame rests mainly, not on Christian bigotry, but on the
38
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during his
tenure at
Oxford
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situation created by the wandering and separatist habits of the
Jews. I do not see why Christendom should be slandered or slander itself.”
Smith suggested two possible solutions to the “Jewish problem”: assimilation or repatriation to Palestine. He was not optimistic, however, that Jews would give up their parasitic life and
return to the land. His essays were labeled anti-Semitic by contemporaries, including learned rabbis, who sharply criticized his
stereotypes of Jews. In 1881, a cartoonist depicted “Injewdicious
Goldwin” holding under his arm a journal with the headline
“Violent attack on the Jews by G. Smith” on its cover.
Though he was certainly not “the most vicious anti-Semite
in the English-speaking world,” Smith was far worse than the
“genteel” Jew-haters in turn-of-the-century America and Canada.
Especially objectionable to Cornellians—who are justifiably
proud of the Founders’ radical, convention-flouting rejection of
racial and gender bias and their openness to students and faculty
of any or no religious denomination—was his hypocritical denial
of “liberty and progress” to that large swath of humanity that
he loathed.
— Glenn Altschuler & Isaac Kramnick
Glenn Altschuler, PhD ’76, is the Litwin Professor of American Studies and dean of the School of Continuing Education
and Summer Sessions. Isaac Kramnick is the Schwartz
Professor of Government. They are preparing a history of
Cornell from 1945 to the present.
Exiles from Nowhere is available from Robin Brass Studio
Inc.: www.rbstudiobooks.com

024-039CAMma09currents

2/18/09

2:49 PM

Page 39

Folk Hero
Woody Guthrie show
goes virtual
History professor Richard Polenberg
estimates that he has taught more than
30,000 students in his forty-two years at
Cornell. That figure doesn’t include the 150
or so people who turned out for his performance and lecture on the music of
Woody Guthrie at the Ithaca Unitarian
Church in March 2007—or the countless
others who can now view it online.
The two-hour event—which featured
Polenberg, his son, Michael, and local musicians Annie Burns and Jan Nigro playing
and talking about Guthrie’s music—is available on CyberTower, a Web-based resource
for continuing education that features lectures and discussions led by Cornell faculty
members. (The Guthrie show is Polenberg’s
second CyberTower entry, the first being a
talk about Supreme Court Justice Benjamin
Cardozo.) During the concert, Polenberg
performed eleven songs solo and accompanied Burns, his vocal coach, and Nigro, his
guitar teacher, on some of the singer’s
other tunes. They concluded with Guthrie’s
best-known work, “This Land Is Your Land.”
“Woody Guthrie is the most famous
folksinger of his generation,” says Polenberg. “ ‘This Land Is Your Land’ is so widely
sung as to have virtually achieved the status of a national anthem.” The Guthrie
event grew out of earlier lecture-performances he has given, including one about
Pete Seeger. “I’m an educator,” Polenberg
says. “Telling the story of Woody Guthrie’s
life and times—and encouraging audiences
to sing along with me—is just another way
of doing what I’ve always done.”
Polenberg is on phased retirement;
instead of teaching 1,000-student lecture
courses like Recent American History, he
offers small seminars such as The Blues and
American Culture. “Music is one of those
things that I’ve loved all my life,” says
Polenberg, who hosts a folk show on
student-run Slope Radio. “When I was busy
professionally, I didn’t have the time to devote to it. Now, the one thing I have is time.”
— Ian Holliday
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Featured Selection
LAMOREAUX LANDING 2007 T23 CABERNET FRANC

P

Wines
of the
Finger
Lakes

revailing wisdom is that
all the best wines produced from Finger
Lakes vineyards are
white. In recent years, however, a
small number of wineries have succeeded in making increasing amounts
of good red wine. One of the producers leading the way is Mark
Wagner’s Lamoreaux Landing
Wine Cellars, located on the east
shore of Seneca Lake.
Originally in the business of
growing grapes for other wineries, Wagner has produced his
own estate-grown wines since
the 1990 vintage. Initially garnering praise for Riesling, Chardonnay, and sparkling wines,
Lamoreaux Landing has received
increasing kudos for the quality
of their red wines, particularly
those made from Cabernet
Franc.
Hailing from the cool climate
of France’s Loire Valley, Cabernet Franc

is viewed by many as an ideal red
grape for the Finger Lakes. In the
right hands, it can produce lovely,
fragrant wines that are an excellent
red complement to the region’s
much-admired Rieslings.
Lamoreaux’s 2007 T23 is a
fine example of good Finger
Lakes Cabernet Franc. Originally named for the number of
the stainless steel tank from
which it was bottled, the T23
receives no oak treatment. Its
compelling aroma evokes
fresh berries with hints of
cedar, and the purity of its
fruit flavors makes for delicious drinking. Try this
beauty with grilled meat,
roast chicken, or a nice, fresh
goat cheese.
— Dave Pohl
Dave Pohl, MA ’79, is a wine
buyer at Northside Wine &
Spirits in Ithaca.
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It’s been four

By Beth Saulnier

decades since armed
African American
students occupied
Willard Straight Hall,
forever changing
the campus.
For current undergraduates, that’s two
consecutive lifetimes.
But even after all
these years, the
events of April 1969
remain a source of
controversy.

STEVE STARR / AP WIDE WORLD

Enduring image: In a photo that won a
Pulitzer Prize, Eric Evans ’69 (center)
and fellow members of the AfroAmerican Society exit the Straight.

I

t might have been just another
protest, another takeover of a
university building in the turbulent Sixties. If it weren’t for
the guns.
On the afternoon of Sunday,
April 20, 1969—Parents’ Weekend—a group of African American
students emerged from Willard
Straight Hall after a two-day occupation. An Associated Press photographer named Steve Starr was there,
and he captured an image that
would win a Pulitzer Prize: a group
of young black men exit Cornell’s
student union toting weapons. The
Straight, a Gothic fortress of a
building that seemed to embody the
proverbial ivory tower, provided a
powerful symbolic backdrop. But
the thing that clinched it—the factor
that, arguably, earned Starr his
Pulitzer—is the man at the center of
the photo.
The students on either side of him are carrying their rifles with one hand wrapped around
the stock, their eyes cast slightly downward;
considering that they’re armed, their mood is
relatively non-threatening. But the image of Eric
Evans ’69, one of the leaders of Cornell’s AfroAmerican Society (AAS), delivered a different
message—one that announced that black militancy had come to Cornell, that the campus and
perhaps higher education itself would never be
the same. Evans is holding his shotgun straight
up in a pose of victory, his finger an inch from
the trigger. Snaked around his waist and shoulder is a bandolier studded with ammunition. His
head is held high, his expression steely but
placid. “Oh my God,” Stark reportedly said
before he snapped his famous picture, “look at
those goddamned guns!”
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It was forty years ago this spring that black students at
Cornell conducted the first-ever armed occupation of a building on an American campus. It wasn’t, despite the common
misconception, an armed takeover; the guns were smuggled in
after the Straight was occupied, in response to an incursion by
fraternity brothers from Delta Upsilon who tried to oust the
black students. Whether the occupation was a brave act of
conscience or a crime that merited punishment was deeply controversial at the time, and its legacy continues to be a matter of
debate. Many see it as a watershed event in the battle for civil
rights on the Hill and elsewhere; others call it the beginning of
the end of academic freedom.
To mark the takeover’s fortieth anniversary, Cornell
Alumni Magazine caught up with some of the key players in
the events of spring 1969 and its aftermath: AAS leaders Tom
Jones ’69, MRP ’72, and Homer “Skip” Meade ’69; AAS
member Andree-Nicola McLaughlin ’70; student government
leader Art Spitzer ’71; professor emeritus Walter LaFeber, then
head of the history department and a vocal member of the faculty; former Cornell Alumni News editor John Marcham ’50,
who covered the events extensively; and University of Wisconsin professor Donald Downs ’71, who observed the events as a
student and went on to write Cornell ’69: Liberalism and the
Crisis of the American University.
Those who were students during the takeover have taken
divergent paths. Jones—who, in a radio interview, infamously
threatened several faculty members and declared that Cornell
“has three hours to live”—went on to become head of the
nonprofit workers’ retirement fund TIAA/CREF and a Cornell
trustee; he now runs his own private equity firm in Stamford,
Connecticut. (In 1995, he endowed the Perkins Prize for Interracial Understanding in honor of former President James
Perkins, who was widely derided for his handling of the unrest
and resigned at the end of the school year.) Meade and
McLaughlin both earned PhDs and went into academia, she at
Medgar Evers University and he at the University of Massachusetts. Spitzer, an attorney, is director of the ACLU’s Washington, D.C., office.
Speaking just days after the inauguration of America’s first
black president, they pondered the tumultuous times on the
Hill in the late Sixties, as well as the legacy of the takeover at

Cornell and beyond. Even four decades later, some facts
remain murky. For example, while both Downs and Marcham
are convinced that the cross burned outside a black women’s
residence that spring—a factor in catalyzing students to take
over the Straight the following day—was in fact the work of
African Americans trying to stir up sentiment, McLaughlin
strongly disagrees. Even the precise number of students who
occupied the Straight is unclear. In his coverage immediately
after the takeover, Marcham reported it to be “some 50–100.”
The 1970 Cornellian said it was 110. Downs pegs it at around
eighty, and Jones recalls it was about 120.
Although the takeover is commonly claimed as the catalyst
for the formation of the Africana Studies Center, its establishment was not one of the seven terms of the agreement hammered out between the Cornell administration and the AAS to
end the occupation; in fact, trustees had approved funding for
the center the previous week. As President Emeritus Dale Corson (then provost, he was intimately involved in the administration’s response) noted in an essay in the Cornell Chronicle
on the takeover’s twentieth anniversary in 1989: “The program was in place and a director had been recruited months
before the Straight takeover. I know of no aspect of the program that grew out of the Straight incident. All the takeover
did was make it difficult for us to deal with our various university constituencies.”
More than any single event before or since, the takeover
polarized Cornellians. Particularly among the faculty—who
agonized over whether to punish the occupiers in an era when
the campus mood was highly volatile and expulsion could
mean being drafted to Vietnam—it caused personal rifts that,
in some cases, never healed. Outraged that the AAS students
weren’t punished for their actions—in addition to taking over
the Straight and stockpiling firearms, the occupiers damaged
property and brusquely ousted more than two dozen visiting
parents from their bedrooms—some alumni severed ties with
the University, refusing ever to attend Reunion or donate
money. But as Marcham notes, alumni giving actually went up
immediately after the takeover. While some Cornellians saw
the upending of the established order as the death of the alma
mater as they knew it, others embraced it as the dawn of a
new era of equality, with Cornell in the vanguard.

Mass exodus: In a view from Olin Library, AAS members march toward the temporary Africana Center.
CARL A. KROCH LIBRARY / DIVISION OF RARE AND MANUSCRIPT COLLECTIONS / CORNELL

44

Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

042-049CAMma09straight

2/23/09

3:08 PM

Page 44

It was forty years ago this spring that black students at
Cornell conducted the first-ever armed occupation of a building on an American campus. It wasn’t, despite the common
misconception, an armed takeover; the guns were smuggled in
after the Straight was occupied, in response to an incursion by
fraternity brothers from Delta Upsilon who tried to oust the
black students. Whether the occupation was a brave act of
conscience or a crime that merited punishment was deeply controversial at the time, and its legacy continues to be a matter of
debate. Many see it as a watershed event in the battle for civil
rights on the Hill and elsewhere; others call it the beginning of
the end of academic freedom.
To mark the takeover’s fortieth anniversary, Cornell
Alumni Magazine caught up with some of the key players in
the events of spring 1969 and its aftermath: AAS leaders Tom
Jones ’69, MRP ’72, and Homer “Skip” Meade ’69; AAS
member Andree-Nicola McLaughlin ’70; student government
leader Art Spitzer ’71; professor emeritus Walter LaFeber, then
head of the history department and a vocal member of the faculty; former Cornell Alumni News editor John Marcham ’50,
who covered the events extensively; and University of Wisconsin professor Donald Downs ’71, who observed the events as a
student and went on to write Cornell ’69: Liberalism and the
Crisis of the American University.
Those who were students during the takeover have taken
divergent paths. Jones—who, in a radio interview, infamously
threatened several faculty members and declared that Cornell
“has three hours to live”—went on to become head of the
nonprofit workers’ retirement fund TIAA/CREF and a Cornell
trustee; he now runs his own private equity firm in Stamford,
Connecticut. (In 1995, he endowed the Perkins Prize for Interracial Understanding in honor of former President James
Perkins, who was widely derided for his handling of the unrest
and resigned at the end of the school year.) Meade and
McLaughlin both earned PhDs and went into academia, she at
Medgar Evers College and he at the University of Massachusetts. Spitzer, an attorney, is director of the ACLU’s Washington, D.C., office.
Speaking just days after the inauguration of America’s first
black president, they pondered the tumultuous times on the
Hill in the late Sixties, as well as the legacy of the takeover at

Cornell and beyond. Even four decades later, some facts
remain murky. For example, while both Downs and Marcham
are convinced that the cross burned outside a black women’s
residence that spring—a factor in catalyzing students to take
over the Straight the following day—was in fact the work of
African Americans trying to stir up sentiment, McLaughlin
strongly disagrees. Even the precise number of students who
occupied the Straight is unclear. In his coverage immediately
after the takeover, Marcham reported it to be “some 50–100.”
The 1970 Cornellian said it was 110. Downs pegs it at around
eighty, and Jones recalls it was about 120.
Although the takeover is commonly claimed as the catalyst
for the formation of the Africana Studies Center, its establishment was not one of the seven terms of the agreement hammered out between the Cornell administration and the AAS to
end the occupation; in fact, trustees had approved funding for
the center the previous week. As President Emeritus Dale Corson (then provost, he was intimately involved in the administration’s response) noted in an essay in the Cornell Chronicle
on the takeover’s twentieth anniversary in 1989: “The program was in place and a director had been recruited months
before the Straight takeover. I know of no aspect of the program that grew out of the Straight incident. All the takeover
did was make it difficult for us to deal with our various university constituencies.”
More than any single event before or since, the takeover
polarized Cornellians. Particularly among the faculty—who
agonized over whether to punish the occupiers in an era when
the campus mood was highly volatile and expulsion could
mean being drafted to Vietnam—it caused personal rifts that,
in some cases, never healed. Outraged that the AAS students
weren’t punished for their actions—in addition to taking over
the Straight and stockpiling firearms, the occupiers damaged
property and brusquely ousted more than two dozen visiting
parents from their bedrooms—some alumni severed ties with
the University, refusing ever to attend Reunion or donate
money. But as Marcham notes, alumni giving actually went up
immediately after the takeover. While some Cornellians saw
the upending of the established order as the death of the alma
mater as they knew it, others embraced it as the dawn of a
new era of equality, with Cornell in the vanguard.

Mass exodus: In a view from Olin Library, AAS members march toward the temporary Africana Center.
CARL A. KROCH LIBRARY / DIVISION OF RARE AND MANUSCRIPT COLLECTIONS / CORNELL

44

Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

042-049CAMma09straight

2/19/09

11:37 AM

Page 45

T

OM JONES: I was in the Class of ’69, so I came
to campus in the fall of 1965. That was a
short while after Dr. King’s march on Washington in 1963. In 1964, President Lyndon
Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act. Then, in
1965, the Voting Rights Act was passed. The
mood was one of being in an era where important things were
happening, and where others were making enormous personal
sacrifices to fight for freedom and equality. It looked like the
black community was beginning to achieve significant breakthroughs. My class was the first with a substantial number of
black students. And by substantial, I mean there were
thirty-five.
ANDREE-NICOLA MCLAUGHLIN: People were not
ready for our presence, and that was made known
repeatedly by fraternities and sororities excluding students of color from social events. We had professors
or instructors who openly advocated racist concepts
like eugenics. We also met a lot of apathy or ignorance
on the part of Cornell’s administration. They didn’t
know how to deal with a diversifying student body. It
was like many of the colleges and universities at that
time. They accepted students of color, but they didn’t
know what was required to make the campus comfortable for them.
JONES: There wasn’t one experience. I had come from a
highly educated family; my father was a nuclear physicist as well
as an ordained minister and my mother was a school teacher. I
had lived in integrated communities. But there were many black
students who had very uncomfortable experiences. Not always
malicious; I remember incidents where black girls were doing
their hair in the dorm and the police being called because people
thought they were smoking marijuana, because of the smell.
White people just weren’t accustomed to that. It’s an innocent
mistake in one sense, but on the other hand, it’s one of the reasons why some black students wanted a place that was a relief
from those kinds of interactions. I did not personally have a lot
of grievances or complaints. But as each year went by, I felt more
and more that I had a duty to be part of this larger fight.

WALTER LAFEBER: The student politics leading up the occupation were the kind where the farther out you were, the more
likely you were to maintain control. The more extreme elements
were increasingly taking over in both the African American and
white student movements—which made them less rational, more
driven by personal relationships, and more threatening to the
kind of rational discourse that should be conducted at a university. You could see that discourse becoming unraveled.
In February 1969, in the most shocking incident to date, Perkins
was removed from the podium and physically shaken by two AAS

‘We voted, and the majority
thought it was necessary to
do something that would
shock the University. The
Straight was a good target.’
members during a symposium on South Africa in Statler Auditorium. LaFeber recalls speaking to the president that evening.
LAFEBER: I said, “What happened to you tonight was quite
horrible and shouldn’t be allowed. What are we going to do
about it?” Perkins said, “I don’t think we need to do anything.
This will all work itself out.” He refused to do anything to the
students. I think one reason was because if he tried to bring them
to account, there would have been an explosion. I came away
thinking that there was no longer any limit as to what might
happen. Perkins had misjudged, if not lost control of, the whole
situation. I go back to that conversation as the point at which I
realized that this was going in a direction that was not good.

By 1969—with the war raging in Vietnam and the battle for civil
rights in full tilt—campus unrest was hardly new to American
universities, Cornell included. As early as 1965, protesters had
disrupted a speech by Averell Harriman, then U.S. ambassador
to South Vietnam. In the spring of 1968, black students took
over the economics department to protest allegedly racist teachings by Father Michael McPhelin, a visiting lecturer. That December, demanding an autonomous black college, protesters held a
sit-in in Perkins’s office, among other actions.

As the semester unfolded, the students involved in the December protests faced disciplinary action, but refused to participate.
In March, when the University declined to punish white students
who had disrupted recruitment by Chase Manhattan Bank in
Mallott Hall to protest its business with South Africa, it was seen
as a racist double-standard. Campus unrest surged with assaults
on three white students, allegedly by African Americans, and the
burning of a cross outside Wari House, a residence for black
women. At about 5 a.m. on April 19, the first AAS members
entered the Straight.

JOHN MARCHAM: I was struck by how quickly the campus
broke apart and how everyone realized it had been a gentlemen’s
agreement under which the University had run. You could feel
that the place was gradually losing its ability to do anything. A
student would get up and interrupt a speaker and a committee
would say, “This is heinous. You’re the last student who’s going
to not be disciplined for doing this.” And the next one would be
the same. The faculty just didn’t have the stomach for this stuff.

JONES: To be totally honest, I was not in favor of taking over
the building. We voted, and the majority thought it was necessary to do something that would shock the University, grab its
attention. Parents’ Weekend would be a perfect time. The
Straight was a good target.
MCLAUGHLIN: Most of us didn’t know where we were going.
Only key people in the leadership knew what was going to happen. So we got in there, and we were excited. Willard Straight
March | April 2009

45

042-049CAMma09straight

2/19/09

11:37 AM

Page 46

Hall was our social hub—that’s why it was strategic. The University would have to deal with our issues, because they couldn’t
function without that hub and it was Parents’ Weekend. On a
practical level, most of us saw this as a short-term action, taken
while parents were there, to get the administration’s attention, and
that it would be resolved in a matter of hours or days.
ART SPITZER: It came as a complete surprise to almost everybody. There were rumblings of dissatisfaction by African American students. There was controversy on the pages of the Sun.
But the vast majority of students were going about their lives,
dealing with their problems—academic problems, boyfriend and
girlfriend problems, all the usual stuff—or being happy. I don’t
think most people were aware or gave much thought to all this.
JONES: I think I could’ve sat down with President Perkins
and, in short order, worked out the specific issues on campus in
a mutually satisfactory way. But there were elements within the
black student community who rightly felt, “No, this is a symbolic element of a bigger battle.”
The occupying students tussled with employees and took over
WVBR; the station would eventually broadcast from downtown

I went to see who it was, and here were some frat boys who had
decided they were going to throw us out. Something clicked
inside of me: “This cannot end this way. Not with some frat guys
deciding they’re vigilantes.” I went up to the first guy and I
punched him. There was a fight, and we threw them out. After
that, the atmosphere changed, because now there was an element
of “Are they going to come back with more people? Are the
police going to do something?” That ultimately led to the decision to arm ourselves for self-defense.
With the help of activists from Students for a Democratic Society (SDS), the AAS had been purchasing rifles from local gun
stores throughout the semester. After the Delta Upsilon incursion
on Saturday morning, students smuggled the guns into the
Straight through a back door. Unarmed campus security officers,
under orders to allow AAS members and supporters in and out
of the building, let them through.
MEADE: When morning came, and there was recognition that
we were armed, it became important to begin the negotiations in
earnest. But it was clear that our demands were not being
received and that the administration was not going to
risk having armed students stay in the building one
more night. So that meant we’d have to be expelled, and
we would try to repulse the attack. And so, for me, it
came to be fairly obvious that this might be my last day.
JONES: I grew up going deer hunting. I had been in
ROTC. I knew how to handle a rifle. Some of the other
students, especially those from rural backgrounds, had
some familiarity with weapons. But there were others
who didn’t. That was cause for concern. There’s always
the risk of an accident. Somebody doesn’t have the
safety on. Somebody trips and falls and the gun goes
off. Crazy stuff can happen.
DOWNS: Cornell became this cauldron of rumors. A
lot of it was uncertainty and incomplete reports, trying
to figure out what’s real, what’s actually happened, feelings of amazement. We had been hearing about people
around town coming to campus with guns. One person
told me his fraternity was starting to bring guns in from home. We
were all thinking, How can this be happening? What does it mean?

‘The administration was not
going to risk having armed
students in the building one
more night. That meant
we’d have to be expelled,
and we would try to repulse
the attack.’
Ithaca. Visiting parents sleeping in the Straight were ousted from
their rooms in the early hours, some forced to leave with nothing but their nightclothes.
SKIP MEADE: There was a delegation of responsibilities. One
of mine was security, trying to make sure that the doors to the
outside were secure. There were some early sections of the New
York Times bound by bailing wire, so I used it on the doors. I
was never with the group. I was constantly moving around,
checking to see that things were secure.
JONES: At first, it was kind of fun. Then the guys from Delta
Upsilon came in. I was playing pool and I heard this commotion.

1968

46

As Downs reports in his book, “Hysteria, fear and paranoia raged
through campus.” He describes how Cornell, located in a small,
isolated town, was more affected by the unrest than an urban
campus would have been. “At Columbia and Berkeley, large surrounding cities absorbed the tensions, alleviating potentially overwhelming pressures. Cornell’s setting led to the opposite effect: a
magnification of tensions and fears. There was no escape.”
MARCHAM: There was an unreality to what was going on. In

March 19

April 4

Fall

December

Black students begin an
extended takeover of the
economics department to
protest “racist teachings”
by a visiting lecturer.

Martin Luther King Jr.
is assassinated. Fires
and altercations erupt
on campus.

A new student government is elected on an
“Axe the Hacks” platform.
They dissolve their positions, leaving the student
judicial system in a state
of confusion.

The Afro-American Society
(AAS) demands that
Cornell establish an
autonomous black college.
Several black students are
cited for improper conduct
during demonstrations.
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who didn’t crack, who didn’t succumb to the fear of what might
happen. There could be a massive assault against us. People
understood that, if that happened, it would change Cornell forever—it would change America. It would be a historic event. I’m
proud that we stayed together when there was no personal gain
to be had. I’m proud that so many white students said, “We’re
not going to let these black students stay isolated. We’re going
to rally and create a buffer between them and the police.”
SPITZER: Students were not hardliners the way some
faculty were. There was a general feeling of support and sympathy for African American students. It was a liberal time politically, so the student sentiment was that punishment was the
wrong idea—that we should be mending 200 years of oppression, not continuing it.
JONES: I felt like the wheel of history had spun around and
the dial was pointed at my generation. If I had been born in
1925, I would’ve hit the beach at Guadalcanal because it was
my duty. If I had been born in 1845, I would’ve crossed the field
at Gettysburg. I believed in the fight.
As white students gathered outside the Straight in support of the
AAS, administrators negotiated with the occupiers. Eventually,
they came to an agreement that included amnesty for those
involved in the takeover and investigations of the cross-burning
incident and the Delta Upsilon incursion. The Cornell negotiators made a concession that would have enormous symbolic consequence: when the AAS members refused to exit unarmed, the
administrators didn’t insist that they leave their guns behind. It
set the stage for one of the most enduring, and unsettling, images
in Cornell history.

STARR / AP / WIDE WORLD

Emerging victorious: Tom Jones ’69 took the
symbolic position of being last to leave the Straight.

the anti-war movement there was a lot of guerilla theatre and
people exaggerating points and making ad hominem attacks on
administrators. When the event took place, one of the things that
struck me was how much everyone on campus depended on
WVBR for coverage. It was absolutely amazing. They broadcast
every hour on the quarter hour, and you could see the community was stuck to that, keeping track of what was happening.
JONES: I’m proud of the courage of all of those black students

1969

JONES: It was a moment of enormous pride. Some of the
black students, particularly those from southern and rural backgrounds, had never stood up to white people in their lives. I
intentionally took the position of being the last to leave the building, because I wanted that symbolism to reflect what I felt, which
was 100 percent commitment. Even though I had not thought it
was a good idea to begin with, once we’re in it, I’m committed.
This is my fight and I’ll see it through to the end.
DONALD DOWNS: I was standing outside the Straight when
the students came out. It was surreal to see them walk out with
the rifles, with the bandoliers across their chests. It was a stunning experience. Part of me admired what was going on. They
were standing up for what they believed, taking on authority in
a big way. But the other part of me was saying, “What can this
lead to? Are things going to fall apart? And is this something that
should be taking place on a campus? Aren’t universities supposed
to be places of reasoned disagreement and pursuit of truth?”
JONES: It not only shocked Cornell, it shocked the country. I
believe it’s one of the reasons this country decided to try to fully
incorporate all of its citizens, whatever racial or ethnic background.

February 28

March 12

March 14

April 10

Two AAS members grab
President James Perkins
during a symposium on
South Africa in Statler
Auditorium, shaking
him by his shirt collar.

Two days after white
students are exonerated
for protesting bank
recruiters, faculty vote to
support the disciplining
of AAS students for the
December protests.

Three white students are
attacked on campus; two
report that their assailants
were black, while the
third suffers a serious
head injury and is unable
to recall the incident.

Trustees approve
$230,000 for the
creation of an AfroAmerican Studies
Center, scheduled to
debut in 1969–70.
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the next level, which could really be
chaotic. We had heard Tom Jones on the
radio, so it was like a pressure cooker.
There was concern that this could lead to
something scary.
JONES: Words have power. They
have a purpose. When I used words like
“Cornell has three hours to live,” it was
a metaphorical statement. Because if
violence erupted, it would have been the
end of Cornell as we knew it. The University never would have recovered
from the disgrace of bloodshed on campus. I think it would have marked Cornell even more deeply than Kent State
came to be marked by the deaths that
occurred there.

CARL A. KROCH LIBRARY / DIVISION OF RARE AND MANUSCRIPT COLLECTIONS / CORNELL

Failure of leadership: In a much-anticipated speech to a packed Barton Hall, President James Perkins astonished and appalled his audience by failing to specifically mention the takeover.
Though the occupation was over, it was just the beginning of an
intense week on the Hill. As the faculty held tortured debates
over whether to nullify the pact with the AAS and punish the
participants, thousands packed Barton Hall for speeches and
teach-ins. Jones’s inflammatory rhetoric on the radio had some
professors scared enough to leave their homes and move into
motels. Rumors flew about which building might be occupied
next, as news of armed deputies mustering downtown sparked
fears of more violence.
SPITZER: Thousands of people on campus realized there was
a crisis going on and wanted to know more about it and get
involved. A fair amount of that feeling was fear and opposition
to the idea that the state police and sheriffs were going to try to
solve the problem their way. There was a widespread feeling that
would be a terrible thing. We didn’t want rural deputy sheriffs
coming onto campus dealing in an unfriendly way not only with
African American students but with the whole student body,
whom they presumably viewed as a bunch of long-haired, potsmoking hippies—which we were.
DOWNS: There was a real concern that it was going to go to

1969
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Eventually, the campus calmed down. In
a decision that prompted a few resignations and much lingering resentment, the
faculty opted to accept the agreement
with the AAS, some out of fear that
events would spiral out of control if they
insisted on punishing the occupiers.
With many professors deeply disillusioned with Perkins, the writing was on
the wall; at the end of the semester, he
resigned and Corson became president.

JONES: I’m not proud that an implicitly violent act was used
to settle a dispute, when that’s counter to everything that the University stands for. I’m certainly not proud that President Perkins
became a scapegoat for the rage that erupted. He was a good
person and that is the tragedy of these things. Sometimes it’s the
good people who end up suffering the most. Wars and human
conflicts have a lot of innocent victims. Many of the black students never recovered and many of them never finished at Cornell. These things take a toll.
DOWNS: The students got everything they wanted, pretty
much, and went off and did their own thing. And so the racial
segmentation that had existed before reasserted itself. The average white student, speaking generally, went his or her way. The
black groups went their way, and some black students had a foot
in both worlds. But there were certain things you had to be careful about saying aloud in public. You didn’t want to say something too politically incorrect because it might get you in trouble
or raise these kinds of tensions again.
LAFEBER: The wounds continued to fester for more than a
generation. At the 1999 commemoration, I was struck by how
current many of the remarks were. There were still recriminations

April 18

April 19

April 20

April 21

The student conduct
board issues reprimands to the AAS
students for their
actions in December.
A cross is burned outside Wari House.

The AAS occupies Willard
Straight Hall. After a day
of failed negotiations and
an attempted liberation
of the building by Delta
Upsilon brothers, the AAS
smuggles in guns.

A compromise is reached
between AAS leaders and
Cornell administrators,
ending the takeover. AAS
members exit the
Straight, guns in hand.

President Perkins
addresses a packed
Barton Hall, but never
mentions the takeover.
Tension builds after
faculty vote to reverse
the AAS deal.
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and hard feelings. Some faculty relationships were
broken in ’69. People quit talking to each other.
Some of them never began again. I think those were
the exceptions, not the rule. But the faculty did
divide, because the issues were fundamental. If you
were going to take a position for academic freedom,
then you were essentially saying no to the people
who occupied the Straight. The faculty felt intensely
about it, because we were going to have to stay here
long after the students who were doing the protesting would leave. We were going to have to live with
the consequences.
DOWNS: I think there were two effects—one good, one less
so. The good is that it opened up the University to minority students. The civil rights movement moved into higher education
and Cornell was a pioneer. On the negative side, it was the beginning of the politicization of universities, in which groups with

‘Frankly, I do not think Barack
Obama would be president
today without what we did in
Willard Straight Hall in 1969.
He stands on our shoulders.’
certain political and moral agendas started pushing them in a
way that could conflict with the intellectual mission of the university, which is the pursuit of truth and encouraging as many
viewpoints as possible. In some ways, it was a harbinger of the
culture wars that came to universities in a bigger way beginning
in the Eighties, like speech codes.
MCLAUGHLIN: Our parents and communities expected us to
reap the benefits of the federal civil rights legislation, to be trailblazers for opportunity, but even though the laws had changed
we were still confronting the mindset of racism and inequality.
It was a hostile environment. That experience traumatized a
number of students of color. Some of us became professionally
successful, but it doesn’t mean that it didn’t have an emotional
cost. It looks victorious now—and yes, we have a stellar Africana
Studies and Research Center. But nobody really discusses the
emotional costs.
JONES: Was every decision right? No. It’s like being in the fog
of battle. Stuff happens and you make decisions on the fly. You do
the best you can and all you’re thinking about is, we’ve got to win.
McLaughlin, who attended the Democratic National Convention in Denver, went to Washington for the Obama inauguration. Taking refuge from the cold, she witnessed the swearing-in
on a big-screen TV in a packed restaurant with an “intergenerational, multicultural crowd.”

CORNELL DAILY SUN

Dissenting opinion: A student urges the faculty to
reject the deal between Cornell and the AAS.

MCLAUGHLIN: It was one of those pivotal moments, and I
equate it to my participation in the Willard Straight Hall
takeover. I was part of something bigger than myself. Some call
it history; others may call it the struggle for human dignity.
JONES: Frankly, I do not think Barack Obama would be president today without what we did in Willard Straight Hall in
1969. I believe Barack Obama stands on our shoulders. The
Straight was part of a series of historical events that began with
Rosa Parks in 1955 and continued through the Sixties with the
Freedom Riders and the marchers at Selma, Alabama, and made
possible this magnificent thing that happened in January 2009.
I think we’re part of a chain of history. I’m not saying the most
important part, but we’re one of the links. c

April 22

April 23

May

June 9

Thousands join the “Barton Hall Community.”
Police assemble downtown, preparing to take
action. Tom Jones ’69
announces that “Cornell
has three hours to live.”

The faculty reverse their
decision, voting to support the administration’s
deal with the AAS.

Many faculty express disapproval of Perkins’s
handling of the crisis and
its potential threat to
academic freedom, questioning his judgment and
ability to lead.

A week after submitting
his resignation, Perkins
speaks at the 1969 commencement ceremony.
Provost Dale Corson
assumes the presidency.
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G

ive Todd Miner a length of
rope and some sturdy
branches, and he can contrive a stretcher capable of
carrying an injured hiker
out of the wilderness. In
fact, he doesn’t even need
the rope; in a pinch, he can make the stretcher using
zipped-up jackets, with the branches fed through the
sleeves. Or he can just use some canvas straps, woven
into a sling that helps one person carry another,
piggyback style.

On a brilliantly sunny day in mid-October, the director of Cornell
Outdoor Education (COE) offers those lessons, and a host of others, to
a dozen future doctors. The students—from Weill Cornell Medical College and other schools around the country—have trooped to the Adirondacks for an elective in wilderness and environmental medicine. They’ve
spent the previous three weeks in New York City—working in the emergency department at NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital/Weill Cornell Medical Center, attending lectures, taking field trips to the Bronx Zoo and
New York Botanical Garden. Now, at a picturesque summer camp on the
shore of Lake Champlain, the students are getting hands-on lessons in
back-country medicine, survival skills, and more.
But as Miner winds up his stretcher-making workshop and the students relax on the grassy shore, they hear shouts from the nearby woods.
Tim Greene, a fourth-year student at Mount Sinai School of Medicine,
comes running out, cradling his hand and looking stricken. His hiking
companion, med student Kelly Grabbe, has been bitten in the lower back
by a snake. He’d tried to capture it—and had been bitten himself.
The questions come fast and furious. “What did the snake look like?”
“Did you get a look at its head?” “Can we find it?”
A brief search reveals that the serpent—suspected to be an Eastern
diamondback rattler—is long gone. Justin Pitman, a fourth-year student
from UVM, inspects Greene’s wound. “I’m fine,” Greene tells him. “My
hand just hurts like hell.”
As Weill Cornell emergency medicine professors Jay Lemery and Flavio
Gaudio ’89 look on, Pitman directs his fellow students in examining
Grabbe, a fourth-year at the University of North Texas. She’s nauseated
and cold, with a tingling sensation in her feet. They pull a mattress pad
from a backpack and lay her on top of it, covering her in fleece jackets to
stop her shivering.
“How’s the pain, Kelly?” Pitman asks.
“Horrible,” says Grabbe, grimacing and barely able to speak.
Pitman turns to the rest of the team. “We’ll clean the wound a little
bit,” he says. “But we have to get these guys out of here—that’s the main
thing.”
They try to call for help, but there’s no cell phone reception. By now,
Grabbe is vomiting and unable to walk, so the students fashion a stretcher
according to Miner’s instructions. They lift her onto it and begin the arduous task of carrying her out of the woods and up a hill, with four
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The Medical
college and
Cornell Outdoor
Education team
up to train
students in
wilderness
medicine

Head for the hills: Weill
Cornell students and
faculty haul University
of North Texas medical
student Kelly Grabbe up
an incline on a makeshift
stretcher after treating
her for a snakebite.
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BETH SAULNIER

IsThere a
Doctor in the
Woods?
By Beth Saulnier
March | April 2009

51

050-055CAMma09wilderness

2/18/09

3:19 PM

Page 52

people holding each side of the litter. “All suspected poisonous
snakebite cases need to be evacuated,” Gaudio observes. “There’s
no definitive field treatment for this.”
But when they near the top of the hill, Gaudio directs the students to put down the stretcher. Grabbe rises and dons her hiking boots; the stretcher is disassembled. The snake attack was
just an exercise—though everyone involved had tried to make it
seem as real as possible, using makeup to depict the victims’
wounds and throwing themselves completely into their roles.

S

JAY LEMERY

Climb every mountain: On a previous wilderness
medicine trip to the Adirondacks, students
tackled a peak called The Gothics.

52

Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

uch organized exercises—known as “scenarios”—are key elements of the wilderness medicine elective, allowing students to test their skills
in a realistic environment. The course, which is
run by the Weill Cornell emergency medicine department in conjunction with COE, aims to get students out of both the hospital and their personal comfort zones, practicing medicine stripped
down to the basics—no advanced diagnostic tests, limited supplies, and a need to rely on their physical exam skills and their
wits. “We want our future doctors to be good doctors no matter where they are,” says Gaudio, an assistant professor of medicine. “Whether they’re in a world-class, tertiary care center or
traveling in the back country, we want them to be good at their
medicine.”
The elective is held twice a year. In the spring, the class takes
a trip out West, most recently to Arizona. In the fall they go to
Camp Dudley, a bucolic collection of log cabins five hours north
of Manhattan that’s the oldest boys’ camp in America. The students, mostly fourth-years, get a grounding in such topics as heat
exhaustion, frostbite, dehydration, insect bites, burns, animal
attacks, poisonous plants, fractures, dislocations, and lightning
strikes. “Medicine today can sometimes be excessive—and by
‘excessive’ I mean you do all of these fancy tests, and in the end
it doesn’t really change the management of the patient that
much,” says Queens native Cynthia Santos, the lone Weill Cornell student on the fall trip. Now in her third year of medical
school, Santos grew up the daughter of an environmental scientist, taking trips to swamps and rainforests and visiting the family farm in the Dominican Republic. Though she’s also interested
in a career in infectious disease, it was her passion for international medicine—in which doctors in developing countries must
often treat patients using severely limited resources—that drew
her to the elective. “I like the thought of wilderness medicine
because you don’t have MRIs, you don’t have CT scans. You just
have your hands and your head. It forces you to rely on what
you know and the things around you.”
Students participate in the scenarios by day and have fireside
lessons each evening, on topics from identifying medicinal plants
to removing a ring from a swollen finger. (In addition to their
time at Camp Dudley, this year’s group went on a three-night
canoe-camping trip and hiked 3,352-foot Ampersand Mountain
in a punishing rainstorm.) They also learn survival techniques,
like navigating with a compass and obtaining potable water.
“Most of the time when we have students from the city and a
scenario of a patient with a sprained or broken ankle, we ask,
‘What do you want to do now?’ ” Gaudio says. “They may say
they want to call in a helicopter to evacuate the patient. But that
might be logistically impossible—not having a landing field, not
meriting that kind of resource, not having a cell phone. Sometimes they don’t know what it takes to rescue someone. An evacuation might take hours or days, and they have to be able to take
care of the patient, keeping him warm, hydrated, nourished.”
Students swap being “doctor of the day,” responsible for
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Outside interests:
COE adventures
include rock climbing and rappelling
(below left).

MINER

I

GET OUT
At Cornell Outdoor
Education, nature
is the classroom

TODD MINER

n Last Child in the Woods, author Richard Louv describes a condition called
“nature deficit disorder.” As Cornell Outdoor Education (COE) director Todd Miner
describes it, “Kids these days, who average thirty hours a week of screen time—
whether that’s TV, computers, whatever—are not getting outside and exploring
the woods. Louv claims that everything from ADD to the rise in asthma and obesity can be at least partially traced to the fact that kids spend way too much time
indoors.” Miner sees COE as an antidote, connecting people to the environment—
both for their own physical and mental health and to provide the next generation
of environmental leaders.
Each year, about 2,500 Cornell students participate in COE activities, which
range from basic hiking and paddling to more advanced outings like ice climbing
and whitewater rafting. With an annual budget of $1.2 million—funded, in part,
by course fees—COE also offers a wilderness-based orientation program for new
students, courses in outdoor leadership, and training in everything from nature
photography to back-country first aid. “Our goal is to touch every Cornell student,
though we’re a ways from that now,” says Miner. “We want to make COE like waiting in line for hockey tickets or climbing the bell tower or eating at the Hot
Truck—that you can’t say you graduated from Cornell without doing something
with COE.” Many courses can be taken for physical education credit, others just
for fun. Some—like a backpacking tour of Utah canyon country, a tree climbing
trip to Costa Rica, or a dogsledding and skiing expedition in northern Minnesota—are held over school breaks. COE’s facilities include two rock climbing
walls, two challenge courses, and an equipment rental center open to the public.
Says Miner: “We’re arguably the largest university-based outdoor education program in the country.”
COE’s participation is key to the Medical college’s wilderness medicine program; according to emergency medicine professor Jay Lemery, such a joint effort
between a medical school and an outdoor education program is unusual, if not
unprecedented. The collaboration dovetails with efforts in recent years—especially since cardiologist David Skorton became president of Cornell—to strengthen
ties between the New York and Ithaca campuses. “COE has the expertise in wilderness skills, staff, equipment, and logistics, and we know how to put together outdoor expedition programming—what we lack is wilderness medicine expertise,”
Miner says. “On the other side, Weill has incredible expertise in emergency, disaster, wilderness, and environmental medicine, but not a whole lot of hands-on outdoor skills and experience, and it doesn’t have the logistical system in place.
Bring the two together, and we’ve got both sides fully covered.”
March | April 2009
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PHYSICIANS,
AL FRESCO
Why wilderness
medicine is on the rise

Into the woods: Professors Jay Lemery
(right) and Flavio
Gaudio ’89 (below)
LEMERY

W

ith growing interest from students and an active professional association—the 3,000-member, Utah-based
Wilderness Medical Society—wilderness medicine is a
burgeoning field. Emergency medicine professor Jay
Lemery, an alumnus of Dartmouth Medical School who
grew up in the Adirondacks and founded the program at Weill Cornell, cites a
variety of trends that have sparked interest in wilderness medicine, from
increased concern about the environment to a tendency for Baby Boomers to
continue their outdoor pursuits into their later years. “They’re still active, but
they have diabetes and congestive heart failure and all of those other things,”
says Lemery, who has been spearheading efforts to establish a fellowship in
wilderness and environmental medicine at Weill Cornell. “So the type of person
who is going out into the wilderness is someone who may have less physiological reserve.” Another factor is a demographic trend that Lemery jokingly calls
“the dumbass effect.” “It’s the whole X Games generation, people
doing extreme sports or adventure races—weekend warriors, ultramarathoners, things like that,” he says. “We’re seeing more of that,
which is a medical niche that needs to be filled. Who’s taking care
of these people?”
Finally, he notes that increased interest in wilderness medicine reflects the growth of two related fields: disaster response
and international medicine. “For those of us who were in September 11 and Hurricane Katrina, we know that our approach to
treating patients was not like anything we’d ever learned,” he
says. “The skills we teach in wilderness medicine are how to
improvise, to think beyond the algorithm, to look around and
make clinical decisions based on what you have in front of
you—that’s disaster medicine in a nutshell.” The same applies to
international medicine; as more students spend time in the
developing world, he says, the lessons gleaned from wilderness
medicine are invaluable. “What are students going to know if
their entire medical training has been in NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital and
they show up at a clinic and are told, ‘Here’s a pair of rusty scissors, a roll of
duct tape, and half a bottle of penicillin. We’re happy to have you here—and
by the way, there are 500 patients waiting for you’? What is that student
going to do? The things we teach give them a place to start—to know there
are lots of different ways to approach patient care, and that there’s a real
science to treating someone in an austere environment.”

leading the team during the scenarios—which range from the
snakebite incident to a trio of ankle injuries (incurred during an
attempt to retrieve a Frisbee) to altitude sickness and hypothermia
while climbing Ampersand. “You’re thinking outside the box—
that’s the most important thing,” says Lemery, an assistant professor of medicine who attended Camp Dudley as a child. “We’ve
become more subspecialized in medicine and more reliant on technology,
but you don’t want to abandon the skills of being a doctor.” After
each exercise, the physicians and Miner give the students
feedback on their performance. Following the snakebite scenario,
for example, they note that the student doctors hadn’t taken
Greene’s vital signs or removed the ring from his injured hand.
“Tim was just sitting by himself,” Miner notes. “I would have
assigned someone to him, because he might have gone south.”
The day after the snakebite exercise, Chris McStay, MD ’02
(an assistant professor of medicine at NYU on the trip as guest
faculty), portrays a victim in one of the most dramatic scenarios—a boating accident that necessitates a water rescue. He,
Lemery, and guest faculty member Liz Edelstein (a professor at
Jefferson Medical College who did her emergency medicine residency at NewYork-Presbyterian) row to an island about a
quarter-mile from Camp Dudley’s dock; Lemery, playing a park
54
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ranger, radios in a call for medical assistance, warning of a possible head injury. “You’d better get a response team out here,”
he says, “because people could be in jeopardy.”

T

oday, Grabbe has graduated from snakebite
victim to doctor in charge. She organizes students into groups: some prepare for McStay’s
arrival, some for Edelstein’s, and a few are
assigned to row out to retrieve the patients.
They find them in the chilly water thirty feet from shore; the rescuers have no choice but to jump in, helping them to shore and
stabilizing their spines on the frigid, slippery, guano-covered
rocks. The rescuers eventually load them into the boats and
bring them back to the camp, where the students have gathered
wood to make a lakeside fire. A shivering McStay is found to
have a dislocated shoulder, while Edelstein’s condition is more
serious; she may have spinal damage. The student doctors aim
to have her airlifted, but Gaudio nixes the possibility, upping
the stakes. “There’s been a pileup on I-90,” he tells them. “All
the helicopters are being used for that.” Informed that no res-
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cue is available for twenty-four hours, the students set about
stabilizing the patients. Afterward, during the feedback session,
Lemery notes that although their performance was good, they
made one obvious mistake. “There were two patients on the
dock and a beautiful fire,” he says, “and they didn’t come
together for at least twenty minutes.”
The final scenario, back at Camp Dudley after the group
returns from canoe-camping, proves to be even more wrenching.
Three victims are struck by lightning; one has only minor injuries
but is visibly agitated, a second suffers cardiac arrest but is revived,
and a third has a spinal injury—and ultimately dies. “We never
really talk about death in the back country, but it’s an important
topic,” says McStay. “Most of the time when you’re hiking, you’re
with people you know. When I take care of people in the emergency room who die, I have no emotional connection with them—
but if you’re in the back country, chances are that you do. That
complexity is the final thing that we cover. It’s probably the most
emotionally charged and most difficult.” In that scenario, the student doctors do CPR on the dying victim for about half an hour,
to no avail. “At some point, there’s a conversation about what to
do next. ‘Do we keep doing CPR? Do we stop?’ ” McStay says.
“Every year somebody cries or gets angry that we’ve stopped—
they were friends and we should keep going.”
In addition to offering practical training in back-country
medicine, participants say, the trips have an important fringe
benefit: getting time-crunched medical students and professors
out of the city for a week. In fact, one of the research projects
being conducted by Lemery and Gaudio is on the protective

SAULNIER

Water rescue: Visiting faculty member Liz Edelstein (above) is carried onto the dock. Right:
Grabbe and Weill Cornell student Cynthia Santos
participate in an evening exercise to identify medical supplies needed in the back country.

effect of outdoor education on mental health, comparing Cornell freshman surveys to diagnostic codes in a double-blind study.
“We always say that a huge part of what we’re doing is getting
people out so they can see the link between the outdoors and
health and wellness,” Lemery says. “Historically, doctors take
care of themselves horribly. So that’s a big component of it,
acknowledging that there’s a tremendous amount of stress, from
being a medical student to a resident to an attending.” Although
Camp Dudley is just an afternoon’s drive from Manhattan, in
some ways it feels like another planet. The fresh air, the silence,
the open space, the greenery, the blue water of Lake Champlain—it’s light years from the noise and bustle of the city, not
to mention the pressure of medical school. “In third year, you’re
in the hospital all day and then you go to the library,” says Santos. “You don’t leave the little radius of the hospital. There are
studies showing that medical students are sodeprived of sun that
they are vitamin D deficient. It gets that bad.” c
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cue is available for twenty-four hours, the students set about
stabilizing the patients. Afterward, during the feedback session,
Lemery notes that although their performance was good, they
made one obvious mistake. “There were two patients on the
dock and a beautiful fire,” he says, “and they didn’t come
together for at least twenty minutes.”
The final scenario, back at Camp Dudley after the group
returns from canoe-camping, proves to be even more wrenching.
Three victims are struck by lightning; one has only minor injuries
but is visibly agitated, a second suffers cardiac arrest but is revived,
and a third has a spinal injury—and ultimately dies. “We never
really talk about death in the back country, but it’s an important
topic,” says McStay. “Most of the time when you’re hiking, you’re
with people you know. When I take care of people in the emergency room who die, I have no emotional connection with them—
but if you’re in the back country, chances are that you do. That
complexity is the final thing that we cover. It’s probably the most
emotionally charged and most difficult.” In that scenario, the student doctors do CPR on the dying victim for about half an hour,
to no avail. “At some point, there’s a conversation about what to
do next. ‘Do we keep doing CPR? Do we stop?’ ” McStay says.
“Every year somebody cries or gets angry that we’ve stopped—
they were friends and we should keep going.”
In addition to offering practical training in back-country
medicine, participants say, the trips have an important fringe
benefit: getting time-crunched medical students and professors
out of the city for a week. In fact, one of the research projects
being conducted by Lemery and Gaudio is on the protective

SAULNIER

Water rescue: Visiting faculty member Liz Edelstein (above) is carried onto the dock. Right:
Grabbe and Weill Cornell student Cynthia Santos
participate in an evening exercise to identify medical supplies needed in the back country.

effect of outdoor education on mental health, comparing Cornell freshman surveys to diagnostic codes in a double-blind study.
“We always say that a huge part of what we’re doing is getting
people out so they can see the link between the outdoors and
health and wellness,” Lemery says. “Historically, doctors take
care of themselves horribly. So that’s a big component of it,
acknowledging that there’s a tremendous amount of stress, from
being a medical student to a resident to an attending.” Although
Camp Dudley is just an afternoon’s drive from Manhattan, in
some ways it feels like another planet. The fresh air, the silence,
the open space, the greenery, the blue water of Lake Champlain—it’s light years from the noise and bustle of the city, not
to mention the pressure of medical school. “In third year, you’re
in the hospital all day and then you go to the library,” says Santos. “You don’t leave the little radius of the hospital. There are
studies showing that medical students are so deprived of sun that
they are vitamin D deficient. It gets that bad.” c
March | April 2009

55

056-061CAMma09carbon

2/18/09

3:21 PM

Page 56

Cornell calculates the cost
of climate change

Hot

By Sharon Tregaskis

O

n a crystal-clear
day in mid-January, with temperatures near freezing,
Frank Perry parks
his white pickup
truck in the
Alumni House lot,
then hikes down past Noyes Lodge to the
Beebe Lake shore. “There’s two feet of slushice today,” says the utilities project manager,
looking at the sluggish water pooling at the
base of a bulky metal contraption that evokes
the massive trash compactor in Star Wars. “It
plugs up everything.” Even so, the slushy fluid
is generating more than 200 kilowatts of electricity as it pours over the trash rack, through
the intake valve, and down a 1,700-foot penstock, slamming into the turbines of Cornell’s
two-megawatt hydroelectric plant 145 feet
below. Over the course of a year, that adds up
to 2 percent of the University’s electrical load.
Most days, Perry monitors water levels at the
Beebe Lake dam—and the volume of crud collecting in the trash rack—via web-cam from
his office across campus. Once a week, he
inspects in person.
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Today everything looks fine at the intake, so Perry climbs
back in his truck, wending past Risley Hall and the Undergraduate Admissions Office on Thurston Avenue to a pull-off near
the Suspension Bridge, nearly a third of a mile downstream. He
clambers down the 125 heavily salted wooden stairs that cling
to the side of Fall Creek gorge, fits a key in the padlocked gate
intended to deter the curious, and in minutes has descended more
than 100 feet to a squat concrete-and-fieldstone building perched
on a ledge a few feet above the creek bed.
From the Suspension Bridge, the 105-year-old, flat-roofed
structure housing the hydroelectric plant looks abandoned. Perry
opens the door, revealing banks of computers sprouting wires
and gauges that monitor the flow of creek water below the building. A touch-screen display monitors the operation of a pair of
turbines mounted in the floor and maintains the water level
behind the Beebe Lake dam. “Hydro power is a really good thing
for the University,” Perry says over the deafening roar of the turbines. “It makes our electric meter run slower; otherwise, it’s just
dollars going down the creek.”
Nationwide, renewable energy has gone from fringe concern
to social tsunami in the span of a decade. Data on the rapid rate
of climate change and the role of the American appetite for
cheap, polluting fossil fuels in a range of ecological ills has garnered increasing media attention. The U.S. still generates a staggering volume of the greenhouse gas emissions credited with
volatile weather patterns worldwide, and President Barack
Obama has made energy independence a top priority of his
administration. “No single issue is as fundamental to our future
as energy,” he declared in a speech days after his inauguration.
“America’s dependence on oil is one of the most serious threats
that our nation has faced. It bankrolls dictators, pays for nuclear
proliferation, and funds both sides of our struggle against terrorism. It puts the American people at the mercy of shifting gas
prices, stifles innovation, and sets back our ability to compete.
These urgent dangers to our national and economic security are
compounded by the long-term threat of climate change, which,
if left unchecked, could result in violent conflict, terrible storms,
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shrinking coastlines, and irreversible catastrophe.”
Philosophically, Cornell’s commitment to efficiency and
renewable energy stretches back to Ezra himself. The University’s
parsimonious founder built the first Beebe Lake dam in 1838 and
subsequently provided for a waterwheel and generators north of
Sibley Hall, a system that powered electric streetlights on campus and supplied excess power to the bustling town below in the
late 1880s. Even today, Cornell remains the only American university with its own hydroelectric plant. Throughout the latter
half of the twentieth century, efforts at energy efficiency on the
Hill gained prominence, culminating with the Lake Source Cooling project, which has reduced the University’s annual air conditioning load by 86 percent since it went online in 2000.

C

utting the greenhouse gas emissions produced by the combustion of fossil fuels
became an institutional priority in 2001,
when then-vice president for facilities Hal
Craft ’60, PhD ’70, signed a pledge modeled
on the Kyoto Protocol. The pledge committed University administrators to reducing campus emissions to 7
percent below 1990 levels by 2012. Over the last eight years, utilities staff have optimized campus heating and cooling, replaced
light bulbs, retrofitted insulation, and championed more efficient
building designs. Administrators anticipate that with the installation of a new, super-efficient combined heat and power plant
in 2010, the University will far exceed its Kyoto goals, plunging
total annual emissions to roughly 70 percent of 1990 levels. “The
fact is that all of that good work has kept our energy use flat
while the University has grown,” says
environmental compliance and sustainability services team leader Steve Beyers,
MS ’85, noting that during that same
period, the energy demands of campus
laboratories and animal care facilities
have increased.
In February 2007, President David
Skorton upped the ante, joining the Leadership Circle of the American College
and University Presidents Climate Commitment (ACUPCC), a pledge to craft
and implement a plan for climate neutrality since signed by more than 600
institutions across the nation. Beyond its
aggressive approach to emissions, the
pledge promises the integration of sustainability education into each school’s
curriculum and through its emphasis on transparency—publicly
available status reports and lots of information sharing—aims to
provide models for communities across the country intent on transforming their relationship to energy and the environment. “Cornell is the poster child of what a big research university should be
doing,” says Anthony Cortese, president of Second Nature, codirector of the ACUPCC, and former commissioner of the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection. “Both the
process and the plans that Cornell develops will be highly instructive to other colleges and universities. The global climate challenge
is so great, we need every institution to address it in society the
way Cornell is.”
That doesn’t make it simple. In 2009, the University generated 319,000 metric tons of greenhouse gas emissions. Like a
small city, Cornell operates a water treatment facility, a coal-fired
power plant, food services and residence halls, and an extensive
transportation and parking system. University employees traverse

the globe to conduct research, collaborate with international
partners, and maintain programs throughout New York State
and around the world. And then there are the research facilities—including a particle accelerator, a radio telescope, a
nanofabrication facility, and a veterinary hospital.
“For a university the size of Cornell with the physical plant
that we have and the research that we do, I sit here and scratch
my head as to whether we’re really going to get there,” says vice
president for facilities services Kyu Whang, who serves as cochair of Cornell’s Presidents Climate Commitment Implementation Committee. “I don’t think anyone who really knows anything about this could sit here and say we know exactly how
we’re going to get there.” That uncertainty led Harvard, Yale,
and Princeton to decline participation in the PCC consortium,
though each has announced its own emission reduction goals
and plans for institutional sustainability. Locally, Ithaca College,
Tompkins Cortland Community College, and nine research and
academic centers in the State University of New York system
have signed the PCC. Unlike Cornell, each buys all of its power
from the national grid, complicating the elimination of all emissions associated with their operations.
Beyond its energy infrastructure and legacy of efficiency, Cornell boasts another critical advantage: research programs in agriculture, engineering, biofuels, and building design that promise
solutions on campus and off. “There will be a need for new technology, both on the energy production side and on the energy
consumption side,” says trustee Sherri Stuewer ’73, MS ’75,
ExxonMobil’s vice president of environmental policy and planning. “If you look at the University’s leveraged impact on the
world, an important part of climate leadership is that role for

In 2009, the University generated
319,000 metric tons of greenhouse gases. Cornell operates
a water treatment facility,
a power plant, food services and
residence halls, and an extensive
transportation system.
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research and technology development.”
In September 2008, Cornell completed the first phase of the
commitment—a comprehensive greenhouse gas inventory. Only
156 of the 389 signatory institutions, from Big Ten and Ivy
League schools to community colleges, managed to make the
deadline. “Because of the commitment the University made to
meeting the Kyoto Protocol goals, we’ve been tracking greenhouse gas emissions for a long time. That was a leg up,” says
Beyers, who also co-chairs the University’s Green Building Oversight Committee. “A lot of universities struggled to get a good
inventory. The fact that we’re regulated quite heavily actually
helps us in that regard, too, because there’s a lot of data we have
to collect.”
The second phase of the PCC, to be completed by September 2009, calls for each signatory to publish a Climate Action
Plan (CAP) for institutional climate neutrality. Each school gets
to set its own plan—and timeline—drawing on whatever
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LINDSAY FRANCE / UP

FRANCE

Off &
On
Balancing
Cornell’s
energy use

In October 2006, tiny College of the Atlantic in Bar Harbor, Maine, announced
that it would achieve climate neutrality by December 2007. And it did—sort of.
Over the previous fifteen months, the thirty-five-acre, 318-student campus had
produced 2,488 metric tons of greenhouse gas emissions. To balance those emissions, the college invested in the Climate Trust of Oregon, offsetting its fossil fuel
consumption by helping the city of Portland, Oregon, optimize its traffic signals
and manage vehicle flow in a five-year project slated to reduce emissions by
nearly 200,000 metric tons.
The pursuit of climate neutrality has at its core a basic principle: Go for the lowhanging fruit. Junking a spent appliance? Buy the most energy efficient replacement. Planning a meeting? Swap long-haul flights for video-conferencing. Need a
new building? Design it to exploit natural daylight and reduce demand for electric
bulbs. Theoretically, offsets extend the thinking, putting low-hanging fruit within
someone else’s grasp—and in the process creating a net reduction of emissions.
The strategy—likened by its fiercest critics to papal indulgences—had its
share of controversy even before colleges and universities started striving for climate neutrality; each signatory to the Presidents Climate Commitment has had to
make its own call on how the tactic fits its strategy. If Cornell pursues offsets,
says PCC Implementation Committee co-chair Tim Fahey, it will likely focus on
local, academic efforts managed by the University, rather than buying offsets on
the commercial market. “Cornell is in a pretty good position to advance community-based offset projects,” says the professor of natural resources, who authored
a 2008 paper on carbon mitigation strategies for Tompkins County. “You might
imagine Cornell investing in a project and then having students analyze the
process. That would be advancing the mission of the University, which is education and research.” Another option focuses on greening local enterprises. “We
might invest in something that would be low-hanging fruit that the City of Ithaca
or the county didn’t have the money to invest in and Cornell did—for example
weatherizing low-income housing. We’re not likely to be buying offsets on the
Chicago Climate Exchange.”

resources it has at hand. “We don’t have an easy path,” says Beyers, the CAP’s project manager. “It’s not just a matter of spending a little money or making some decisions we’ve been considering for a while. It requires accelerating our thought process
and focusing on a whole different target.”
To bolster its efforts, Cornell applied for and received a
$425,000 matching grant from the New York State Energy
Research and Development Authority, which paid for a team of
consultants to partner with the forty faculty, staff, and student
members of the Climate Action Plan team who meet twice
weekly. To make sure they covered all the bases, the group
divided into committees: energy conservation, green development, campus planning, building design, fuel and renewable
energy, carbon offsets, transportation, and sustainable decision
making. Over the fall semester, they solicited insights from the
campus community through an online forum and series of meetings that generated some 700 suggestions. Beyers anticipates that

by the time the final plan is approved by trustees, the team will
have invested close to 18,000 hours in the effort. “When you
start focusing on zero—zero fossil fuels, zero carbon emissions—
you put into play a lot of ideas you wouldn’t have considered
before,” he says. “They would have seemed illogical or nonsensical. But when you have such a goal, everything’s in play. All
ideas are on the table.”
Mary-Lynn Cummings ’87, who sits on the green development and energy conservation committees, sees a synergy
between the current economic downturn and some of the tactics
being considered in pursuit of climate neutrality. While some
demand massive cash infusions for implementation and take a
decade or longer to begin generating savings—think building a
wind farm or the Lake Source Cooling project, which cost more
than $55 million—tactics like slightly lowering the thermostat
and donning a sweater or walking instead of driving generate
immediate savings at zero cost, a political boon in uncertain
March | April 2009
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The Uncertainty
Principle
The new math
of climate
change
Throughout his bid for the White House,
President Barack Obama pledged to institute an economy-wide cap-and-trade policy
intended to cut the nation’s greenhouse
gas emissions by 80 percent over the next
four decades. In December, California
approved the most stringent plan in the
nation to slash its emissions, and on January 1, the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative brought mandatory cap-and-trade
legislation to the power generation industry in New York and nine other signatory
states in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic.
Only weeks later, as members of the 111th
Congress took their seats, House of Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi declared
that she already had the votes to push
through a federal climate-change bill.
Activists have long argued that the
critical issue any climate-change bill will
have to address is the concept known to
economists as an externality—the unpriced
effect of a transaction. For example, chemical companies (and ultimately, their customers) benefit from an externality when
effluent from the manufacturing plant that
dirties nearby soils and waterways doesn’t
affect the firm’s bottom line or the pricing
of their product, and someone else—perhaps a future generation—pays for the
cleanup. Put a price on emissions, the
thinking goes, and the cash disincentive
will curb fossil fuel consumption.
U.S. federal policies are likely to begin
converting greenhouse gas emissions from
unpriced externality to market commodity
within the next five years. The looming
question facing many institutions concerns
the financial particulars. At Cornell, where
high-emission coal provides the bulk of
both the electricity and the heat that keep
the campus humming, anticipating the
details of such legislation and its imple-
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mentation is far from merely an academic
exercise: In 2008, the University was
responsible for the generation of 319,000
relatively constant energy prices. And if the
metric tons of greenhouse gases.
price of energy spikes to incorporate the
Depending on the legislative framework
cost of emissions, the equation gets more
and the pace of implementation, each of
complicated. Suddenly, investments in
those tons could cost anywhere from $2 to
renewable energy look much more affordmore than $100, converting the gusts from
able, opting for natural gas—more expencampus smokestacks and nearby power
sive, but with fewer emissions—makes
plants into an annual invoice for somewhere
sense, and the relatively high-emission
between $638,000 and $32 million, nearly
output of cheap coal looks very expensive.
one-third the amount Cornell allocated in
This winter, as the Wall Street meltdown
2007 to student financial aid. “Because of
dominated national headlines, Cornell offithe uncertainty, everything we can do today
cials struggled to assign a carbon price to
to conserve energy in the future is a good
plug into the equations that
thing,” says Kyu
inform long-term infrastrucWhang, vice presture decisions. A lower price
ident for facilities
would still allow for fast
services and copayback projects, but would
chair of Cornell’s
expose the University to
Presidents Climate
significant risk if federal
Commitment
legislation establishes a
Implementation
higher price. A high multiCommittee. He
plier would make a statenotes that fuel
ment of the University’s
prices, too, have
commitment to climate
become increasneutrality and fast-track
ingly volatile in
aggressive investments with
recent years. “If
steep initial costs and draswe take the
tic emissions reductions.
worst-case sceROBERT BARKER / UP
For a suddenly cashnario, which is
strapped institution with a
that after a cerCornell executive vice
largely coal-fired infrastructain cap everyone
president Steve Golding
ture, the decision has sigis going to be
nificant implications. “Institutions like
taxed, Cornell will be that much better off if
ours, in these times of uncertainty, have to
we had planned for it. And if we take the
maintain as much flexibility as we possibly
best-case scenario, which is that the Univercan,” says Cornell executive vice president
sity will not be taxed—except for the indiSteve Golding, noting that the new comrect costs we would have to pay through
bined heat and power plant will have the
procurement of energy—we would be better
capacity to run on coal, natural gas, and
off there also. The question becomes, how
biofuels, each of which sells at a different
aggressive do you want to be?”
price and produces radically different volAdministrators have long used the conumes of greenhouse gases. “We have to
cept of payback to evaluate the financial
make sure we have backup capabilities conbenefits of investments today that yield
tingent on how the institution grows and
savings tomorrow. Swap an incandescent
what the new regulatory environment
light bulb for a more efficient—and expenmight look like.”
sive—compact fluorescent and within a
few months, the savings on energy bills
have repaid the investment. As a bonus,
added savings keep accruing over the
longer life of the more efficient bulb. At
Cornell, policy stipulates that any upgrade
with a payback within a decade gets the
green light. But such calculations assume
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ple as increased use of grad student carrels could slash costs.
“Office areas have much lower ventilation rates, and for the same
amount of person activity, we can lower the cost of running the
building and have a direct impact on carbon.”

S

JASON KOSKI / UP

times. “The current fiscal situation has created new awareness
of space as a valued resource,” says Cummings, the University’s
director of space planning, noting that new construction incurs
lifelong costs for heating and cooling, maintenance, and—ultimately—emissions.
President Skorton’s directive pausing the bulk of new construction through June 2009 has helped increase awareness across
campus, she says, facilitating conversations about space optimization—from such big-picture questions as how facilities are
shared among academic units all the way down to such seemingly
minor details as what students do in the laboratory, where health
standards mandate high air exchange rates that increase heating
and cooling costs. “If the students are in the lab at night reading
and writing up problem sets, we’ll be running our lab ventilation
systems at full power for students not necessarily doing typical
lab things,” says Cummings, noting that behavioral changes will
be critical to the success of the CAP—and that something as sim-

uch transformations of behavior and campus culture tie into perhaps the biggest challenge facing the PCC Implementation Committee: rethinking the administration’s
approach to University operations and infrastructure. “We can do an economic analysis,
determine our payback, and if it’s in a reasonable period of time
then the decisions are relatively easy,” says Cornell executive vice
president Steve Golding, who chairs the Sustainable Decisions
Framework Working Group. “But it will get tougher over time.
As the challenge of reducing our carbon footprint increases
because we’ve taken the easy things out of the equation, we have
to have alternative methodologies for determining if there’s a justifiable reason for the University to commit resources—whether
dollars or time—to progress toward that goal.”
To facilitate that effort, the CAP consultants, Wisconsinbased Affiliated Engineers Incorporated, have been charged with
developing a mechanism for implementing what’s known as
triple-bottom-line accounting, a method of incorporating not
only financial considerations but also the environmental and
social costs or rewards embedded in any given choice. “Our hope
is to develop a tool that can be equally applicable—scalable—to
inform decisions at the level of the Board of Trustees and an individual choosing which toilet tissue to use,” says consultant Stan
Wrzeski, who has also worked with Ithaca College on its Climate Action Plan.
In some respects, says Wrzeski, the task approximates the
challenge of assembling a personal toolbox. “If you’re taking
apart a car engine you have to use most of the tools in the
chest,” he says. “If you’re taking the cover off the electrical panel
maybe you just need the screwdriver.” Similarly, for an administrative assistant considering which copier paper to purchase,
calculating the environmental and financial costs of virgin paper
compared with a product with recycled content might be relatively simple. But if the question is whether the trustees should
authorize upgrading the entire 1,700 feet of the hydroelectric
plant’s underground penstock to eke another megawatt from the
system, the analysis would be much more complex. “If you’re
going to reach climate neutrality in forty or fifty years, you don’t
have the luxury of making year-to-year decisions,” Wrzeski says.
“You have to think about how decisions today are relevant thirty
or forty years out.”
With its rural surroundings, rich agricultural resources,
densely populated center, and independent power plants, Cornell is a fairly good model for any climate neutrality effort in the
U.S., says Beyers. While denizens of the nation’s big cities use less
energy per capita, he notes, they also have fewer raw energy
resources available locally and often end up relying on distant
sources of fuel and food. “We have all the right things that will
allow us to reach climate neutrality,” he says, highlighting the
prospects for local wind, solar, and hydro power, as well as the
robust local food system. “It’s a hard challenge, but it’s easier for
us than for a lot of people. If Cornell can’t get to zero, it’s going
to be hard for anybody to get there.” c
Sharon Tregaskis ’95 has covered Cornell’s environmental
movement for CAM since 1996. She is married to Cornell
sustainability coordinator Dean Koyanagi ’90, a Presidents
Climate Commitment Implementation Committee member.
March | April 2009
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Did you buy your
Cornellian Yearbook?
Class of
2009:
Order the 2009
Cornellian now
and forever
capture Cornell as
it exists today!

Order yours online!
Alumni:
Visit our website for a list of
Cornellian yearbooks from many
previous years. If you missed
purchasing the yearbook at
graduation, now is your chance!

www.cornellyearbook.com
The Cornellian is a service of Student Agencies, Inc.
409 COLLEGE AVENUE • ITHACA, NY 14850 • (607) 272-2000 X 232
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Classifieds
Rentals
The Caribbean/Mexico/Central America
ST. JOHN, USVI—2.2-acre luxury estate. 3BR, 12' x 40'
pool, spectacular views. Convenient to beaches, town.
(340) 776-6805; www.estaterose.com.
GRAND CAYMAN—Summer Sun Now! $500 off your
5-night stay between now and June 30. Crystal-clear
water on widest part of incomparable Seven Mile Beach.
Plantana Condominiums. www.plantanacayman.com;
(345) 945-4430.

Personals

SMART IS SEXY
Date fellow graduates and faculty of the Ivies,
Seven Sisters, MIT, Stanford, medical schools and
some others. More than 5,500 members. All ages.

THE RIGHT STUFF
800-988-5288 www.rightstuffdating.com

Europe
PARIS 6th, LEFT BANK—Sunny, furnished 1 BR apt.
overlooking Seine. Also house in St. Barths—best view.
(212) 988-0838.
PARIS, SW FRANCE, PROVENCE—Comfortable apartments, homes, chateaux. www.FrenchHomeRentals.com;
fhr@earthlink.net; (503) 219-9190.
PARIS—Modern 1 BR apartment. Historic neighborhood
alive with cafés, shops, open markets. Walk to Louvre,
Pompidou Center, Seine River, Metros. $1,500-$1,750/week.
Airport pick-up. Contact: parisisaffordable@gmail.com.
PROVENCE. Delightful five-bedroom stone farmhouse
facing Roman theater. Pool, vineyard. 860-672-6607;
www.frenchfarmhouse.com.
LONDON/CHELSEA—4-bed, 2.5-bath, beautifully furnished, all amenities and conveniences. Sleeps 8. Close to
transportation, shops, restaurants. www.cozyvictorian.com.
(510) 530-8829; cwfoster@comcast.net.
North America
NEWFOUND LAKE, NH—Direct waterfront, 3BR/2BA yearround house, private with dock and deck. (603) 744-0025.
CANADIAN LAKE HOUSE—5-Bed, 4-Bath, private peninsula, 500 feet waterfront. 2 hours from Toronto, Ontario.
http://www.holidaylakehouse.com. stuartgordon@rogers.
com. (416) 627-7080.

Real Estate
ARIZONA: Scottsdale, Paradise Valley & Carefree. Rox
Stewart, Princeton ’63, Russ Lyon Sotheby’s International
Realty. (602) 316-6504; E-mail: rox.stewart@russlyon.com.

Travel/Tours
NEW ZEALAND—Personalized, flexible, guided travel
groups. Explore. Interact. Enjoy. (800) 206-8322.
www.BlackSheepTouring.co.nz.

Yearbooks
1927 CORNELLIAN — Good condition. Make offer.
miccam@comcast.net.

Professional Services
Inkwater Press seeks fiction, nonfiction, and poetry
for book publication, royalties. (503) 968-6777,
www.inkwaterpress.com.

Wanted: Fine Art
EARLY AMERICAN LANDSCAPE PAINTINGS/HUDSON
RIVER SCHOOL PAINTINGS—Bierstadt, Kensett, Gifford,
Mignot, Casilear, Church, Cropsey, McEntee, Colman,
Richards, Bricher, Shattuck, Tait, Prentice, Palmer, Hart,
Sonntag, Mason Brown, Silva, Herzog, Johnson, Tryon,
Murphy, etc. Top prices paid. Also offering appraisals.
Contact: rebeccasantiques212@gmail.com.
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Significant Accomplishments
A Trustee Report
By Jeffrey Berg ’79, MEng ’80, MBA ’81

W

hile I had been highly engaged with Cornell for
many years before becoming a member of the Board of Trustees,
I’ve learned more about the University over the past four years than during
the previous twenty-six years put together. Cornell is a complex $3 billion
enterprise—educating 21,000 students, being guided by 3,000 faculty
members, providing jobs for 12,000
staff, and serving more than 255,000
alumni. It is a unique private university with a land-grant mission.
I have been impressed with the
quality of the University’s administrative staff and academic deans. Together, we have achieved some significant
accomplishments during my tenure on
the board:
Recruitment of David Skorton as
Cornell’s twelfth president—One of
the key responsibilities of the board is
to ensure that the institution is led by
an outstanding individual; David is
such a person. His prior experience in
leading the University of Iowa through
both vibrant and challenging financial
times will be most helpful to Cornell
over the next few years.
Creation of a master land-use
plan for the Ithaca campus—This
is a seminal work that will guide University decision-making for decades to
come. It identifies how and where

Cornell should grow over the
next thirty to fifty years so the
campus retains its natural
beauty while providing the facilities it needs to carry out its
mission.
Reaffirmation of Cornell’s
need-blind admissions policy
and creation of an enhanced
financial aid program—Keeping Cornell accessible to the
best students from all over the
world, regardless of their family’s ability to fund their education, was a founding tenet
of the University. Announcements made in January and
November 2008 confirmed
that Cornell will remain one
of the few universities to retain its need-blind admissions
program.
Launch of the “Far Above”
campaign—The $4 billion capital
campaign will provide the financial resources to recruit the next generation
of faculty, support undergraduate and
graduate student financial aid, and
build the facilities that enable the University to educate students in and out
of the classroom.
Thank you for providing me with
the rewarding opportunity to serve the
University as an alumni-elected trustee
over the past four years.
March / April 2009
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Calendar of Events
March 15 – May 15, 2009
For updated information,
call the Office of Alumni Affairs, (607) 255-3517
or visit us online at
www.alumni.cornell.edu

New York/Ontario
CWC/Cortland County, March 17—An evening
of crafts hosted by Stacy Steingrabe at Barry
Elementary School. Contact Sally Horak, 607/
756-2065.
CAA/Ithaca, March 28—Networking and tasting
event at Pixel. Contact Jim Frenette, jim@
pixelithaca.com.
CC/Rochester, April 7—First Tuesday luncheon. Details to be announced. Contact Jan Surasky, jansur@
frontiernet.net, 585/924-7828.
CWC/Syracuse, April 13—Dinner for legacy families, sponsored by Cornell Admissions, at the
house of Kate McMahon. Contact Emily Olsenwik,
scottems11@yahoo.com.
CAA/Central New York, April 18—Cornell Refuse
Analysis Project sponsors “Adopt-a-Highway Cleanup”
project. Meet at Firekeeper’s Diner off Route 81.
Contact Bruce Simmons, simmonsb@upstate.edu.
CAA/Ithaca, April 21—Watch Leonard Bernstein’s
Mass following dinner in Collegetown. Contact Abbie
Westervelt, a_westervelt@hotmail.com.
CWC/Cortland County, April 21—“Did You Really
Mean to Do This?” presentation at the home of Bernice Potter-Masler. Contact Bernice Potter-Masler,
607/756-5010.

Club, Valhalla Crossing, Valhalla Metro North station.
Contact John Murray, rujomurr@aol.com, or Marion
Eskay, marionem3@verizon.net.
CC/Fairfield County, April 22—Knitting group,
fourth Wednesday of each month. Contact Carrie
Makover, cwm23@cornell.edu, 203/259-5482.
CAA/Westchester, April 22—“What Is Cornell Doing About Sustainability?” at Lake Isle Country Club.
Members $40, non-members $55. Contact Jim
Irish, 914/428-7340.
CAA/Westchester, May 8—Second Friday Lunch
Club, Valhalla Crossing, Valhalla Metro North station.
Contact John Murray, rujomurr@aol.com, or Marion
Eskay, marionem3@verizon.net.
CAA/Westchester, May 8—Guided tour of the
Egyptian collection at the MOMA, $20 per person.
Contact Andrea Glanz, 914/428-7340.

Northeast
CC/Boston, March 28—“Earth Hour.” Contact Paul
Hayre, pnh4@cornell.edu, 781/772-1778.
Mid-Atlantic
CC/Washington, March 30—Pre-reunion gathering
at the Kiplinger Editors Building in D.C. Contact
Dale Lazar, DSL36@dlapiper.com.

CAA/Central New York, May 1—Slope Day happy
hour at the Syracuse Suds Factory. Contact Christa
Glazier, cjc31@cornell.edu.

Cornell Hotel Society, March 31—Tasting to benefit the Cornell Hotel Society Foundation Scholarship Endowment, the Kennedy Center. Contact
Walter Lund, chswashingtondc@hotmail.com.

CC/Rochester, May 2—American Lung Association
Asthma Walk. Contact Ross Lanzafame, rlanzafame@
hselaw.com, 585/231-1203.

CC/Central Virginia, April 3—“Cornell at the Capital.” Contact Tracy Ruff, tlw24@cornell.edu.

CWC/Syracuse, May 9—Gathering at the historic
home of William H. Seward in Auburn. Contact Janet
Fallon, jbf28@cornell.edu.

Metro New York
CAA/Princeton, March 21—Wine tasting, $10 per
person, advance registration required. Contact
Stephanie Bosworth, stephanie.bosworth@mercer.
com, 609/259-4271.
CC/Fairfield County, March 25—Knitting group,
fourth Wednesday of each month. Contact Carrie
Makover, cwm23@cornell.edu, 203/259-5482.
CC/Long Island, April 4—Wine tasting dinner. Contact Caren Wasserman, 516/783-6158.
CAA/Westchester, April 10—Second Friday Lunch

CC/Washington, April 18—Hike at the Old Rag in
Shenandoah National Park. Entrance fee of $8.Contact Clint Brass, ctb14@cornell.edu, 703/216-2035.
CC/Washington, April 28—Distinguished panel of
Cornell faculty on sustainability science. Contact
Bob Day, dayhaven@comcast.net.
CC/Washington, May 13—Monthly planning meeting for officers and board members, open to all.
Contact Kim Jones, knj2@cornell.edu.

Southeast
School of Industrial and Labor Relations, March
17–19—Human resources in hospitality conference
at Disney’s Contemporary Resort in Lake Buena
Vista. Contact Kasi Dean, kad57@cornell.edu,
607/254-7250.
Alma Matters
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CC/Sarasota-Manatee, April 1—Italian gourmet
dinner at Pano Olio, Sarasota Commons mall. Contact Madolyn Dallas, mmd36@cornell.edu,
941/379-9465.
CC/Greater Jacksonville, April 2—Monthly luncheon. Location to be determined. Contact Nina
Goodwin, goodnina@aol.com, 904/280-1614.
CC/Emerald Coast, April 3—Board of directors
meeting, First Presbyterian Church library, Pensacola. Contact James Brady, jab24@cornell.edu,
850/456-5083.
CC/Suncoast, April 4—Wine tasting and potluck
dinner, St. Petersburg. Contact Tom Murphy, tlm33@
cornell.edu, 727/384-2727.
CAA/Southwest Florida, April 5—All-Ivy picnic.
Contact Tony Ferrari, asferrari@naples.net, 239/
592-0827.
CC/Sarasota-Manatee, April 9—Monthly luncheon, Dr. Kumar Mahadevan speaks about research and education at Mote Marine Laboratory.
Contact Madolyn Dallas, mmd36@cornell.edu,
941/379-9465.
CAA/Southwest Florida, April 9—Thursday lunch
at Audubon Country Club. Contact Jack Lieber,
JRL1135@comcast.net, 239/263-1049.
CC/Sarasota-Manatee, April 25—Beach party, Siesta Key Pavilion. Contact Madolyn Dallas, mmd36@
cornell.edu, 941/379-9465.
CAA/Southwest Florida, April 25—Lunch and matinee of The Wedding Singer, Broadway Palm Dinner
Theatre, Fort Myers. Contact Neena Lurvey, nlurvey@
comcast.net, 239/495-8576.
CC/Suncoast, May 7—All-Ivy Plus Networking Night,
Donatello Restaurant, Tampa. Contact Tom Murphy,
tlm33@cornell.edu, 727/384-2727.
CC/Greater Jacksonville, May 7—Monthly luncheon. Contact Nina Goodwin, goodnina@aol.com,
904/280-1614.
CC/Sarasota-Manatee, May 14—Red and white
luncheon. Contact Madolyn Dallas, mmd36@cornell.
edu, 941/379-9465.

Midwest
CC/St. Louis, March 17—Cornell Chorus Midwest
tour in downtown St. Louis. Contact Wendy Booker,
wfs4@cornell.edu, 314/952-9624.
CC/Minnesota, March 18—Reading group, Coast
of Utopia by Tom Stoppard, Amore Coffee, St. Paul.
Contact Sheyna Horowitz, sqhorowitz@gmail.com;
202/302-3188.
CC/St. Louis, March 20—Celebrate the NCAA
wrestling finals. Contact Wendy Booker, wfs4@
cornell.edu, 314/952-9624.
CC/Chicago, March 20—Special concert by the
women of the Cornell Chorus in Chicago. Contact
Elizabeth Shingleton, eas16@cornell.edu, 312/
236-7850.
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Varied Perspectives
A Trustee Report
By Jill Lerner ’75, BArch ’76

W

hen the alumni chose me
to be a trustee, I was
thrilled to be the first architect and graduate of AAP elected
to this position in fifty years. It was
a great honor to be given the trust
of so many Cornellians who care for
and love the University as I do. Given the ongoing expansion of the physical campus, I felt there was much I
could contribute.
I suspect that every new trustee
ponders how best to work within this
large body of extremely intelligent,
hardworking leaders, and how to
make a positive difference for Cornell.
Through participation on the academic affairs, student life, government
relations, and alumni relations committees I was able to promote the goals
of my initial nomination statement,
with a focus on the arts and humanities, student access, and broadened
alumni participation. New roles as a
Cornell parent and a faculty member
in the AAP/NYC program added to my
varied perspectives on the University.
My main focus has been on the

Buildings & Properties Committee
and the Campus Master Plan Task
Force, working to preserve and improve the quality of the campus. As
we spent significant dollars on capital
improvements I was vocal in support
of our commitment to sustainable
buildings, infrastructure, design, and
landscape that will promote the longterm health of our campus. In the
current economic climate, the ongoing challenge will be to continue to
make wise choices to ensure that our
campus retains its unique quality of
unmatched beauty as we advance our
mission of education and research.
I was proud to note the significant
number of effective women trustees in
leadership positions and the valued
participation of student and faculty
trustees who add a well-respected,
unique point of view to every discussion. I can also report that our University has in place a talented financial
leadership group with a deep commitment to protecting the endowment and ensuring financial stability,
supporting faculty, and maintaining

CC/Michigan, March 26—NBA basketball, L.A. Lakers vs. Detroit Pistons at The Palace. Contact Gary
Kravitz, gkravitz@dmms.com.

Thursday of every month. Contact LongDa Yin,
ly46@cornell.edu.

CC/Minnesota, April 22—Reading group, The
Anatomy of Memory edited by James McConkey,
Amore Coffee, St. Paul. Contact Sheyna Horowitz,
sqhorowitz@gmail.com, 202/302-3188.
CC/Minnesota, May 1—Slope Day happy hour.
Contact Brian Fulmer, brianjfulmer@yahoo.com,
612/600-9564.
CAA/Central Ohio, May 14—Board meeting, King
Avenue Five, Columbus. Contact Eric Johnson,
etj42cornell.edu, 614/866-2342.

Southwest Mountain
CC/New Mexico, March 20—Monthly informal
luncheon, third Friday of each month, Mario’s on
San Pedro. Contact Paul Stubbe, pestubbe@aol.
com, 505/797-7838.
CAA/North Texas, April 2—Happy hour, first

CC/New Mexico, April 10—Monthly informal luncheon hosted by the Capitol City group, second Friday
of each month, Maria’s. Contact Ed Maglisceau,
edmag@prodigy.net, 505/466-1120.
CC/New Mexico, April 17—Monthly informal
luncheon, third Friday of each month, Mario’s on
San Pedro. Contact Paul Stubbe, pestubbe@aol.
com, 505/797-7838.

Jill Lerner
need-blind admissions even in these
toughest of economic times.
In short, it has been a tremendous
privilege to be a part of this distinguished group and to serve the University, and I thank you for giving me
that opportunity.

San Pedro. Contact Paul Stubbe, pestubbe@aol.
com, 505/797-7838.

Western
CAA/Northern California, March 21—NHL hockey,
Dallas Stars vs. San Jose Sharks, HP Pavilion, San
Jose. Contact Heather Madland, heather.madland@
cit.com.

CAA/North Texas, May 7—Happy hour, first Thursday of each month. Contact LongDa Yin, ly46@
cornell.edu.

Cornell Alumni Interest Group of Sacramento,
March 27—NBA basketball, Memphis Grizzlies vs.
Sacramento Kings at Arco Arena, $25.50 per person. Contact Mat Rice, mrice@arcoarena.com,
916/928-6951.

CC/New Mexico, May 8—Monthly informal luncheon hosted by the Capitol City group, second Friday
of each month, Maria’s. Contact Ed Maglisceau,
edmag@prodigy.net, 505/466-1120.

CAA/Northern California, April 3— NBA basketball,
New Orleans Hornets vs. Golden State Warriors,
Oracle Arena, Oakland. Contact Heather Madland,
heather.madland@cit.com.

CC/New Mexico, May 15—Monthly informal
luncheon, third Friday of each month, Mario’s on

CC/Arizona, April 14—Monthly board meeting.
Contact David Calvino, corvicio@aol.com.
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Bella Maisel Goldin will be celebrating her 100th birthday on
March 14, 2009, the year of her
80th Cornell Reunion. Born Bella Freda Maisel in
Toledo, OH, Bella grew up in Buffalo, NY, where
her father owned a jewelry store. She received
her law degree from the U. of Buffalo in 1933
and had her own law practice in Buffalo until
1935, when she married Robert ’24, whom she
had met at Cornell. Because of the Great Depression, they had postponed getting married so that
she could help support her parents and younger
sister and brother.
After her marriage, she gave up her law practice to follow Bob to Brooklyn, where he was a
high school math teacher. Bella went into teaching herself so that her schedule would fit with her
husband’s. She tells the story of going to the New
York City Board of Education to see where they
needed teachers. She was asked what she could
teach and she said, “Whatever subject you need,
I can teach.” She was told that they needed teachers in stenography and typing, so after taking a
term of stenography and passing a rigorous examination, she was accepted to teach at Central Commercial High School in Manhattan (which became
Norman Thomas High School in 1975). “I thought
I would teach for a year or so,” she said, but she
stayed at Central Commercial for more than 35
years, inspiring generations of young women.
She now lives in Charlotte, NC, near her
daughter Cynthia Goldin Bernstein ’69 (whom we
thank for sending this news to us) and her grandson’s family. She has two other children, Gerald
Goldin and Shirley Parsons, five living grandchildren, and nine great-grandchildren. Cornell legacies include daughter Cynthia, grandson Reid
Parsons ’05, and grandson Bryan Bernstein ’90,
who died tragically a year after his graduation.
To celebrate Bella’s century of life, her family will be having a luncheon party on March 14
at the Marriott Hotel in Charlotte. She can be
reached at: Sunrise on Providence, Apt. 202,
5114 Providence Rd., Charlotte, NC 28226. c
Class of 1929, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401
East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850. Class
Notes Editor e-mail, adr4@cornell.edu.
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[From the editors: Please see p. 112
for a tribute to your class president
and correspondent, Bill Vanneman,
on the occasion of his 100th birthday.]
The back page of the November 21, 2008
edition of the Cornell Chronicle (always a featured
page in this official campus weekly newspaper)
gives a great “boost” to the Class of ’31 and the
Cornell Big Red Marching Band (the only REAL
marching band in the Ivy League!). The whole
page is filled with text and pictures describing
the “Sy Katz ’31 Parade” on November 15 down
Fifth Avenue in New York City from St. Patrick’s
Cathedral to the Cornell Club on 44th Street. Over
a full-page-spread picture of the band playing its
biennial concert in front of the Cornell Club is a
banner headline: “NYC Proclaims Sy Katz Day.”
The accompanying text by Amanda Angel ’03
(your class correspondent’s father was Class of
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’03 also—1903 in his case) tells how Mayor
Bloomberg had declared November 15 “Sy Katz
Day” and this year’s parade had been honored by
the presence of the Governor of New York, David
Paterson, as Grand Marshall. The Great Class of ’31
and both of Sy’s children—his daughter and our
honorary classmate, Alice Katz Berglas ’66, and
his son, Cornell trustee Robert Katz ’69—are
honored in the article.
Rosemary Hunt Todd (Box 417, Hollis, NH
03049) and Katherine L. ”Kitty” Rummler reconnected 77 years after their graduation from Cornell
with the Class of 1931. Sally Solmssen, Rosemary’s
daughter, noticed a Summit, NJ, newspaper article
of Kitty celebrating her 100th birthday and asked
her mother if she knew her. Rosemary, 99, remembered immediately and said Kitty was a member of the Kappa Delta sorority while Rosemary was
a member of Delta Delta Delta. Both women were
presidents of their sororities in their senior year.
Sally orchestrated a meeting of the two ladies
while Rosemary was visiting in Summit over
Thanksgiving. Armed with Rosemary’s yearbook,
photos, and the program from the 75th Reunion
(which Rosemary and Sally had attended), they
had a lovely visit. Kitty shared some of her 100th
celebration memorabilia. While together, they
called classmate Myrtle “Toots” Uetz Felton in
Southampton, PA, to say hello. Toots was a Delta
Gamma and a relative youngster. She will turn 99
at the end of December. She and Rosemary were
together at their 70th and 75th reunions.
In September, Rosemary moved from a retirement home to her other daughter’s home. And
until recently, Kitty had been living in the 1918
home built by her parents. Recovering from a
partial corneal transplant in her left eye, she has
moved to Watchung Ridge, 680 Mountain Blvd.,
Watchung, NJ 07069. If anyone would like to contact these special ladies, don’t hesitate to write
to Sally Solmssen at chilx1@comcast.net. c Bill
Vanneman, 237 N. Main St., S. Yarmouth, MA
02554-2088; e-mail, ggrampi@yahoo.com.

37

Barbara Pratt Smiley (Centralia,
IL) enjoyed a family reunion in
June at daughter Ann Langenfeld’s home, also in Illinois. Cornellians in attendance included daughter Jeannie Smiley Colling
’68 and husband Ken ’67, MBA ’69, and granddaughter Erin Colling ’01. “I enjoyed seeing my
five great-grandchildren,” Barbara writes. Sad
news, too, from Barbara. “After a six-year battle
with cancer, my youngest daughter, Beth, died
on Oct. 28. She touched many people’s lives in
special ways and we miss her.” Mary Schuster
Jaffe (Ithaca, NY) also reports that 2008 was a
tough year. She fell in the spring, lost sight in her
left eye, and after two weeks in the hospital and
three operations, is still working on recovering.
Her daughter Ann lives 13 miles away in Dryden,
and works in a hydroponic greenhouse run by
Challenge Industries with consultation from the
Ag college. She also has a son, John ’74, PhD
’82, and a grandson, Edward.
Alden Jones, MS ’39 (Norwich, NY) writes
that his health is generally good. His adult
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grandchildren live nearby, and he has phone calls
or meals weekly with them. He also sees his seven great-grands. He attends church and Lion’s Club
meetings and serves as legal representative for his
son, who resides at the New York State Veterans
Home in Oxford. “I keep busy mentally,” he reports,
“to tend to his affairs.” Also in upstate New York,
Harvey Slatin remains active in civic affairs. When
he wrote, wife Anne was running for re-election
as mayor of Stamford, 30 miles east of Oneonta.
“In February [2008] they chopped another toe off
my right foot,” he wrote. “I had no idea there was
a market for used body parts.”
Edward “Ted” Acton (Freedom, NH) reports
the inventory: three children, seven grands, and
five great-grands. “For the past two years I have
had medical and eye problems, but I am OK for
now,” he writes. “I may get back to tennis and
some skiing soon.” Ted serves as correspondent for
the Phillips Exeter Academy Class of ’33 and serves
on the Freedom Old Home Week committee. Theda Backalenick Frank (Santa Barbara, CA) has a
matched set of four children and four grands. Barbara Keeney Mandigo (Altoona, FL) and Richard
’38 reside in a garden apartment in Lake View
Retirement Village. Their 12 grandchildren include
Danielle Mandigo ’05, who double-majored in
communications and the science of earth systems. “I have a golf cart and enjoy every day,”
writes Barbara. “Flower Clark MacMillen ’57 and
Glenn ’54 often stop by for a visit.” Adele
Rethorn Anderson (Corrales, NM) reports that she
keeps busy walking and talking. Her current
work: “Staying alive.”
Mary Keane Brady resides in Harwich Port,
MA. Also in New England, Sarah Shute McMahon
(West Hartford, CT) runs an antique business—
right in line with the Bachelor of Fine Arts she
earned on the Hill. Ludmilla Uher Jenkins (Las
Vegas, NV) reports that she’s only just retired and
keeps busy with golf, swimming, some writing, and
housekeeping. She and husband Irving participate
in civic activities in their housing complex.
From Chapel Hill, NC, John Machemer and
Bianca Barbone ’53 report that their children are
all married and retired. They’ve traveled to New
York, Pennsylvania, and Connecticut visiting family. In Florida, they visited John Henderson in Vero
Beach and Lee Wilson Schmoll ’52 in Tampa. Retired Cornell associate professor of Home Economics Ellen “Nellie” Carnell Seaburg (Roanoke,
VA) plans a return visit to her birthplace, England.
She does a little walking and reading, she reports,
but “at age 95, activities are limited.”
More news in the next issue from Arthur
Harris (Rumson, NJ), William Seleen, PhD ’41
(Jamestown, NY), and other classmates as we
hear from you. Still have the blue News Form
around? Send it in and we’ll include your news!
c Class of 1937, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine,
401 East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850.
Class Notes Editor e-mail, adr4@cornell.edu.
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James McKay (Chevy Chase, MD)
still goes to work every day, representing—pro bono—veterans
who file disability claims with the Veterans

068-111CAMMA09Notes

2/18/09

3:27 PM

Page 69

A few miles south in Los Angeles, Helen
O’Brien Cyran reports that she pays bills and answers letters, but saves the double exclamation
points for her extracurricular: Sudoku. She also
gardens: “The December roses are beautiful,” she
wrote, “and the cymbidium are budding up.” The
week before her dues notice arrived, Helen was
sorting through some items her mother had
saved, and came across a small pack of letters.
Among them, Helen’s acceptance letter to the
Cornell. “Wow,” she writes, “a 74-year treasure.”
She extends fond greetings to Florian Ceperley
and Charles Nearing, MS ’48. c Class of 1938,
c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401 East State St.,
Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850. Class Notes Editor
e-mail, adr4@cornell.edu.
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Thanks to all classmates who
sent news! Updates from ’39ers
will fill several columns in the
months ahead. Sadly, the Ithaca Journal reported
the death of Jean Linklater Payne on Jan. 12,
’09. Last November, Jean mailed a detailed news
and dues form, including the latest goings-on with
husband Douglass ’40. The pair celebrated their
90th birthdays in 2008. “Otherwise,” she wrote,
“our quiet lives continue at about the same
deliberate pace. Longview is a great place to live
in this stage of our lives. We can be quiet and
alone, and/or participate in the various clubs and
activities offered weekly in the recreation schedule, from the poker club to the knitting club to
belly dancing.” Jean and Doug were in the habit
of attending concerts and lectures at Ithaca College and Cornell, and of enjoying visits with local
members of the family. “In the past two to three
years, we have been able to gather the clan,”
Jean wrote. “As many as 40, so that the young
ones get to know their cousins and families. We
all enjoy each other.” She and Doug also attended
together a monthly luncheon for older members
of their congregation—Doug has been a member
for 80 years—with transportation provided. Jean
didn’t anticipate making it to any more reunions
when she wrote, but sent her warm thoughts for
this June’s event.
Sally Steinman Harms (Scottsville, NY) reports that she had a delightful overnight visit
with John Lowens ’65, Madeleine Weil Lowens’s
oldest son. “I have known Jody, but had not
seen him in ages,” she wrote. “He was giving his
son Ethan—a delightful boy of 14—a visit to
Cornell and came on up to see me. It was a great
visit.” Sally’s grands include Charlie, a senior and
Phi Beta Kappa at Harvard who was a finalist for
a Rhodes scholarship, and Maddie, a freshman at
Boston College. Bill ’42 and Betty Luxford Webster occasionally drive from their home in the Buffalo area to lunch with Sally in Rochester.
Sally also lunches with fellow Rochester suburbanites Dawn Rochow-Balden Seymour and
Janet Wasserman Karz, when weather permits.
Dawn flew B-17s with the Women Airforce Service
Pilots during WWII. Her first flight was on a brisk
October day in her senior year, when Richard Parmenter ’17, PhD ’37, then-director of flight research on the Hill, took Dawn up in a yellow Piper
Cub. She was the first female in the Civilian Pilot
Training Program (CPTP), the first to volunteer for
the flight research program at Cornell, and the
first female to graduate from CPTP. Sally reports
that Dawn remains active doing safety outreach
and education to inspire young women to consider careers in aviation. She was to be inducted

into a flying Hall of Fame. Also in upstate New
York, Dorothy Kelly Sennett writes from Marcellus, NY, that she and Marty are relatively well and
enjoying their home “after 67 years of marriage!”
They don’t anticipate making it to reunion, but
look forward to news of those who do.
Mona Brierly Carvajal (Boca Raton, FL) spent
four months this summer in Vermont with daughter Nancy Carvajal Lang ’64 and son-in-law
Richard ’60, LLB ’64. “While there, I attended a
family ‘gathering of the clan’ on Cape Cod,” she
writes. Before returning home, she and the Langs
took a leaf-peeping tour of Vermont and the
Northeast Kingdom, featured in Howard Frank
Mosher’s Where the Rivers Flow North; on one of
the Champlain Islands, they attended a talk by
the author. Their northern-most destination was
Darby Line, VT. “The town library straddles the
border [with Quebec],” Mona reports. “It has a
wooden strip on the floor of the reading room
marking the border.” Hotelie and one-time “crazy
ensign” Bob Brown (Lehigh Acres, FL) worked as
a cook at Johnny’s in Collegetown and reports
that he learned from Jim White, a former assistant dean of the Hotel school, that a building for
married students has been named the Bess Brown
Center, honoring his wife, who worked in housing
and dining during Jack Shaw’s era.
Edna Schmidt Aakre (Albert Lea, MN) wrote
with greetings from her apartment, where she
continues to enjoy the wonders of each day. “I
try to keep abreast of what’s going on and the activities of my family members,” she writes. “Had
a lovely family reunion with my brother’s daughters in northern Minnesota this past summer. Wish
I could join you in June in Ithaca.” She would be
happy to hear from Evelyn Wilson Monroe. Sylvia
Small Wheeler (Coeur d’Alene, ID) writes, “I’m so
lucky; I have good health, friends, and family, and
still enjoy life in northern Idaho. Downsized and
slowed down, of course. Some memories of college days still seem as clear as if it were last
week. Freshman year in Risley Hall was so happy
for me, mainly due to my luck in having Diana
Dibblee Carroll as my roommate. On hot nights
we lugged our mattresses out onto our big balcony overlooking the tennis courts.” The pair also
worked as waitresses in the Risley dining room.
“She was excellent and I was poor at it,” Sylvia
writes. “The reason, discovered not until years
later, was that I’d had a severe hearing loss since
childhood. Now I thank heaven for hearing aids—
and a cane!” More to come in the next issue! c
Class of 1939, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401
East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850. Class
Notes Editor e-mail, adr4@cornell.edu.
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Administration. Off-hours he reads and watches
films through Netflix. He’s arranged for publication of his three novels through Xlibris Corp. Find
them online at xlibris.com or order by phone:
888-793-4274, ext. 7876. He fondly recalls his
friendship with the late Bill Kruse.
Carol Young Whitehill (Amherst, NY) sold
the Florida home she shared with husband Dick
’39 until his death in December 2007. Now she
lives with her daughter. “I love it,” she declares.
She plays cribbage at the Amherst Senior Citizens
Home and has been seeking a local church with
a prayer group near her new home. “I’m happy,”
she writes, “and grateful for our wonderful children—a blessing.” Jay Fish (Englewood, FL) reports that a typical day begins with perusal of the
morning paper and a half-hour bike ride around
town, followed by house and garden maintenance
and puttering in his shop. On Friday afternoons,
he plays saxophone in a trio at a local Senior
Friendship Center. E-mail, practicing the bassoon,
and Thursday concert band rehearsals round out
his schedule. Like Carol, he reports, “I’m happy to
be able to enjoy my present lifestyle.”
Eileen Mandl Goodwin (Laguna Woods, CA)
still plays piano in a trio and duets with a fellow
pianist (despite arthritis) and remains active in
her daughters’ lives. She made a trip to Berkeley
to visit her sister and reports that she’s been
“keeping up with the flicks.” She’d like to hear
from Brad ’62 and Lila Fox Olson ’63. Last August, Elizabeth Jennings Perry (Bloomington, IN)
traveled to Colorado by car for a visit with her
great-grandson and to Wyoming to visit her son.
She spent Thanksgiving with friends in southern
Illinois. She keeps in touch with Henrietta “Bobbie” Miller Brannin and fondly recalls going to the
Johnny Parson’s Club for ice skating and coffee.
Bill and Elsie Harrington Doolittle (Glastonbury, CT) enjoy a swim in their indoor pool most
mornings, lunch club most Wednesdays, and a biweekly meeting with fellow United Technologies
retirees on alternating Thursdays. Raymond
Gartelmann (Greensboro, NC) would like to be in
touch with John Clement. Helen Reichert Chadwick (Middletown, RI) recalls four wonderful years
on campus. When she wrote, she admitted that
cruising the Caribbean seemed like an appealing
alternative to her current pursuits. Morley Bernstein, MD ’41, tops her list of former Cornell
friends she’d most like to hear from.
Lucy Howard Jarvis (New York, NY) continues in theatre and television production as president of Jarvis Productions. Her latest effort is a
musical about Duke Ellington and Eleanor Roosevelt. She participates in the Human Ecology
Alumni Association, the President’s Council of
Cornell Women, and the Int’l Women’s Forum, of
which she was a co-founder. In November 2008,
Lucy was elected a “giant” by the Library of American Broadcasting. She also received a “She Made
It” award from the Paley Center of Radio and TV.
In 2008, UC Berkeley asked Olof Dahlstrand,
BArch ’39, for his architectural archives, plus paintings and drawings, for their collection of historically significant 20th-century work. He keeps busy
managing a vast art collection that includes 280
works by wife Lucia’s uncle Charles W. Thwaites,
dating from 1935 through 1975. Olof also pursues
his own artistic endeavors—painting and drawing—and sits on a couple of community boards.
“A beer or two at Zinck’s with long-gone old buddies would be good,” he writes, but notes that
he finds his current activities quite satisfying. He
would happily reconnect with William Rathbun.

41

I am writing in December, but
thinking about early spring and
our March/April issue. The period
of low news will be over (December through early
March) and I will be flooded with Christmas news!
(Hope springs eternal—get the hint?)
It was good to hear from Charlotte Adelman
Kotzen (Sarasota, FL). She enjoys the many activities in her retirement home. The Sarasota Bay
Club is now affiliated with Masterpiece Living,
which claims that participation in social, intellectual, and physical events helps us grow older
gracefully. She especially enjoys play-reading and
resident advisory projects. She was grateful for
the medical service on campus when she had two
accidents in one year. I agree that “snapping
back” takes longer, Charlotte, and we’re glad that
March | April 2009
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you are. Evelyn Opdyke Mueller (Tavares, FL) reports she enjoys “perfect health” and looks forward to our 70th Reunion in 2011. She confesses
it has been a long time between reunions and she
plans to drive and visit many friends both going
and returning. We all wish you good luck, Evelyn, on your “pilgrimage,” and you are hereby appointed our official cheerleader for the 70th.
Ruth Ernest Gilchrist (Burr Ridge, IL) enjoys
living in her own home in a retirement community called “The Woods.” Duplicate bridge is her
hobby, as it was in 1941. I looked up your photo as one of our class leaders and there it was as
just plain bridge—you have advanced over the
years! Taking field trips to Chicago is a nice diversion from bridge. Her husband Robert ’40 died
on Feb. 14, ’08, and her son David died skydiving on Mar. 28, ’07. Our deepest sympathy goes
to you on these losses. Our late classmate Ruth
Myers Stauffer’s grandson Neil was one of the
many talented high school students who attended the 2008 University Summer Program. This
news of class progeny is most welcome.
Several of you have sent dues but no news
(I, too, have been guilty in the past). I am
delighted that you are still “with us” and usually I open our yearbook to see your photo and
the list of your activities. This makes me wonder: Are you still interested in drama, Charlotte
Katzman Bunkin (Newport, RI)? Jean Palmer
Gerlach (Lebanon, NH), I doubt that you still
play baseball or soccer, but you may still sing in
a choir (I do). You may include answers on your
2009 news form. Good health and good spirits
to all. c Shirley Richards Sargent Darmer, 20
Haddington Lane, Delmar, NY 12054; e-mail,
Kid12054@aol.com.

42

First, the not-so-new news:
Barbara Johnson Earl (Venice,
FL) lives on the first fairway of
a golf course and loves swimming and socializing
with friends, although she’d rather be cruising.
She fondly remembers the great times and friends
at Kappa Alpha Theta and would love to hear
from Thelma Nichols Preston. Faith Winne Nix
(Niskayuna, NY) sold her house when her husband
passed away and moved to a senior apartment at
Glen Eddy, where she is busy with all the great
activities and friends. She remembers the Cornell
Chimes, especially at the end of the day, and
Willard Straight Hall. She’d love to hear from Fay
and Mary Ellen Pearson Brandis ’43. Mary Ellen,
unfortunately, is an Alzheimer’s patient at the
Martin Luther Home in Clinton, NY. Fay has been
traveling and recalls the Cornell Band. A cheerful
letter from Eleanor Bloomfield Scholl ’44 (Delray Beach, FL) reports what fun her residence is
and how she’s hoping she won’t need to have her
second knee operated on. She visits her son
Dwight ’86 and sees her great-grandchildren often. Lynn Timmerman (Boynton Beach, FL) emailed that his 16th (not 60th) anniversary cruise
with wife number two Helen, whom he met in
Florida, had to be cancelled. The itinerary was
changed from coming to Seattle, so not what they
desired. Hope they come here someday.
Caryl Jennings Gustavson (Athens, OH)
keeps in touch with her three children, six grands,
and five great-grands and knows she is very lucky
as she keeps active and visits friends often. She’d
like to hear from Virginia Young Scarlett (Pittsburgh, PA). Donald Lane Jr. (Lancaster, PA)
moved to Willow Valley Retirement Community
70

and plays golf twice a week. He loved studying
architecture in White Hall. Bill Webster (Hamburg, NY) is having fun playing the piano and recalls the CPT program that gave him a chance to
fly, become a Navy pilot, get the GI Bill, etc. He
misses Bob Quincy Smith who passed away ten
years ago. Charles and Doris Strong Castor ’41
(Vero Beach, FL) enjoy Acts Retirement-Life Community. He is chairman of the landscape committee, does volunteer work, is writing his life
story, and works on the computer. He keeps active with daily walks and travels in the summer.
He misses the Cornell daily routine of studies and
camaraderie, J.B. Thomas ’43, his roommate KIA
in WWII, and Brad Burke, also deceased.
And now for new news: Jerry Asher (Boca Raton, FL; JerryA3880@aol.com) says he’s surviving
and is VP of his club, a building representative,
and also chairman of the budget committee. He’s
also a director of the League for the Education
Awareness of the Holocaust. He recalls his fraternity initiation when his hair was shaved and he
had to take a duck on a leash to class. “Great
days!” He keeps in touch with many Cornellians.
Dorothy Dewey Goodding (Webster, TX) likes duplicate bridge. She and Bob had to evacuate their
apartment due to Hurricane Ike for four weeks and
are trying to get it back to normal. She also recalls fondly the Cornell Chimes. Robert, MME ’49,
and Nancy Jessup Underwood ’43, MEd ’43
(Lenoir City, TN; Underwoodtn@earthlink.net)
have moved to “gracious senior living” and are
enjoying it. Mobility is not what it used to be, so
do e-mail them. Frank Caplan (Lacey, WA; frank
caplan@comcast.net) is writing a book of vignettes of his lifetime. He attended the 100th
year of Triangle Fraternity as the oldest living president and the 70th anniversary of graduation from
Steelton High School in Pennsylvania. His fondest memory at Cornell was forming the Cornell
Chapter of Triangle. He enjoys playing bridge, four
children, 12 grands, and ten great-grands, and
he’d love to hear from Yates Dowell.
Jane Smiley Hart (Washington, DC) has now
turned over all her volunteer jobs. Renewing her
driver’s license until 2013 was a great birthday
present. Playing Chopin on the piano and keeping up with her busy family keeps her busy. Jane
also enjoyed a wonderful visit to eight of England’s greatest gardens. Outstanding events she
remembers are going around the world twice,
dancing with King Farouk, and dining with Queen
Elizabeth. She also recalls the chimes and says,
“Knowing Elizabeth “Churcho” Church Hammond
and Betty McCabe was such fun. They will always
be alive as long as I am. It’s been a great ride.”
Richard Shotwell, MS ’54 (Glen Cove, NY;
RAShotwell@aol.com) writes that he has been retired for 27 years after teaching agriculture for 38
years and being guidance counselor at Union
Springs (NY) Central School. Now he enjoys reading, TV, and Internet correspondence and attending the 50th Reunion of his first Union High
School class. He also visits family (great-granddaughter’s first birthday) in Auburn and spends
his winters in Florida at Hawthorne-at-Leesburg,
where there are several Cornellians. His favorite
memory is meeting his first wife Sarah “Sally”
Merrill in the Frosh Registration line. They were
married 44 years before she passed away in 1988.
He’d like to hear from Charles Stansbury ’44. Email those above and write me your past and
present news. c Carolyn Finneran, 8815 46th St.
NW, Gig Harbor, WA, 98335; e-mail, Carolyn
finn@comcast.net.
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I had mail-ordered a fresh heritage turkey, which arrived as
promised the day before Thanksgiving. One of the resident idiots accepted delivery
and parked the package in the living room. Another
idiot, this one very old, navigating with the aid of
a walker, says What the Hey, balances the carton
on his walker-basket, and heads for the refrigerator. Carton begins to slip. The part of his brain that
says, “Relax! That sucker is already dead,” is overpowered by the knee-jerk reflex to save it. Result:
old party loses balance, falls backwards, cracks ribs
on stairs, ends up in hospital. Pneumonia, IVs,
MRIs, CT scans, X-rays, orange jello. Home now.
Apple pie! No jello. Physical therapy three times
a week. Codger breathing; turkey not.
End October found the Missus (Mary Louise
Snellenburg Harris ’45) and mygoodself aboard
the last, alas, voyage of the Delta Queen sternpaddling down the Mississippi from Memphis to
Vicksburg, together with 65 Cornell Adult University addicts. Focus was 1) the birth of the Blues
in the Delta, and 2) racism. We old-trick-learners
had the civil rights/musical nights time of our
lives. Among the highlights: visits to Greenwood
and the Blues Museum, lunch at the Ebony Club,
a juke joint in Indiananola, the Civil Rights Museum in the Lorraine Hotel, and jam sessions
aboard ship with David Skorton on flute, Steve
Pond on drums, our son Mickey on blues harmonica. We enjoyed spending time with the likes
of Tony Cashen ’57, MBA ’58, Peter ’61 and Nancy Schlegel Meinig ’62, and Linda Mitchell Davis
’53 and her nifty grandson Ben, whom I hope I
recruited for Big Red polo, circa 2012.
Bill Leuchtenburg, writing a book on Herbert
Hoover (published in January by Times Books/
Henry Holt), paused for a recent op-ed thought in
the New York Times. After the election of 1932,
Hoover gave unsolicited advice to Franklin Roosevelt, who smilingly listened and ignored. Bill advised Obama to keep his distance from the
Bushies: “The president-elect should heed FDR’s
example by avoiding collaboration with a discredited, outgoing administration, lest he become
enmeshed in political commitments before he is
vested with power.” Early in May 2008, the Society of American Historians and the Franklin and
Eleanor Roosevelt Inst. announced that Bill had
been chosen as the first recipient of the Arthur M.
Schlesinger Jr. Award for Distinguished Writing in
American History of Enduring Public Significance.
Later that month, Columbia U., at its commencement, made him an honorary Doctor of Letters.
We called Gene Saks after our local Encore
channel replayed Nobody’s Fool, which if you
haven’t seen lately, you should rent now. Gene
plays Wirf, a one-legged, cancer-stricken, alcoholic
Jewish lawyer—a challenging role for a teetotaler
with two legs. Sully Sullivan (Paul Newman) seems
to be his only client, which explains perhaps why
Gene studied drama, not law. At the end of my call,
he said, “Thank you. I thought I was good too.”
Sad news. Sound taps for these great classmates: Samuel Hunter, Big Red basketball captain
and a heart surgeon who made key contributions
to the development of the pacemaker, died October 22. Hunter and his wife of 64 years, Thelma
(Emile) ’45, had six sons, four of whom became
doctors. One son died at age 32 in a climbing accident. And one-time commodore of the Cornell
crew Bill Dickhart, a retired Budd Co. executive
and a high-speed-rail expert, died of heart failure
on October 30 at Shannondell, a retirement community in Audubon, Montgomery County.
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Art and Dotty Kay Kesten are
remarkable individuals. Could
any class be as well represented? 233 classmates received Dotty ’s November
reporting on the Homecoming mini-reunion and
class projects and Art’s website accomplishments
(1,912 individual pages plus 5,437 photos):
http//classof44.alumni.cornell.edu. Included also
was the poll on attendees so far for our 65th Reunion: yes, 70; maybe, 44; no, 26. Dotty writes,
“We need 58 to break the record.” Reunion is always a fun time—y’all come!
Here is the news as received. M. Dan Morris,
BA ’76, writes, “Life in Ithaca is good. Every morning I awaken to the marvelous views of South Hill
and realize what a wonderful place this is.” His
three children are all Cornellians: Gregory ’87,
Misty Morris Fearon ’89, and Christopher ’96. He
was under contract for a book, “Technical Writing:
The Key to Professional Expression.” Charles and
Dorothy Kleine Van Reed ’45 of Gwynedd, PA,
continual reuners, missed 2007 (“not enough energy”), but planned on CACO in February ’09 and,
of course, ’44 in June. Bill Kaegebein and wife
Marion were in the health center in Carpenters
Home, Lakeland, FL. A daughter sent this news
because “Cornell was so important in Bill’s life.”
John ’42 and Jean Shaver Hansen sent kudos from Westfield, MA, to the Kestens, “who
have kept us all connected through the years with
a flair.” Philip Lewin, PhD ’69, of Denver, CO, reported a great-granddaughter born to his oldest
grandson. Both parents have advanced degrees
from U. of Colorado, Boulder. Milton Stolaroff
(Kailua Kona, HI) cruised with his wife to Hong
Kong. It was a month-long cruise, which they enjoyed, but they wondered about the effort before
and after involved. Another one? Maybe not.
Barbara Hall Bowne of Sidney, NY, accompanied husband Jerry ’43 to his reunion. “Much of
the campus was unrecognizable—lots of digging;
new buildings everywhere. The old alums surely
had the red carpet walk, with lots of service.” Sherrill and Andy Capi, MD ’46, attended graduations
of three grandchildren (two high school and one
college). Andy, hale and happy with two new
knees, still officiates at tennis national championships. Sherrill continues to breed birds at home
in Fort Lauderdale, FL, and exhibit them at national
shows. Pearne Billings of Manlius, NY, claims the
Military Order of the Purple Heart named him the
most decorated WWII veteran of Upstate New York.
According to his record he has 14 medals.
Howard Evans, PhD ’50, wrote a book with
Alexander deLahunta, DVM ’58, PhD ’63, entitled
Guide to the Dissection of the Dog, which has been
translated into Spanish, Japanese, Portuguese,
and Korean. The authors have been given a grant
to revise the book, which is used throughout the
world. From Glen Rock, NJ, Serena (Ginsberg)
’47, MA ’48, and Sigmund Hoffman, MFS ’48, report that their six children are doing well—one in

Seattle, the others in the East (Connecticut and
New Jersey). The oldest, Amy, published An Army
of Ex-lovers, a history of the gay movement in
Boston. Cornell’s Adult University bulletin listed
Lou Donkle of Michigan City, IN, as one of those
who attended a course on the Presidents, a particularly popular class last summer.
Harold Parker, JD ’50, sustained serious injuries in a car accident last June. In August he
was moved to East Side Rehabilitation Center, 62
Prospect St., Warsaw, NY 14559. Hopefully he has
fully recovered. Any cards addressed to him there
would be forwarded to his home in Perry, NY. Joel
Hillman writes, “We have made the move west.
Horace Greeley’s message was somewhat delayed.”
They are in Sonoma County (wine country) and are
determined to have tastings at every winery in the
county. “We are still optimistic, if unrealistic.”
Betty Timmerman Thompson was still in Sun City,
AZ, and active in the Delta Gamma alumni group.

‘

some of them. Margaret, his wife of 54 years,
passed away in 2004. In 2006 he married Patricia
Dreger. To observe their second anniversary, he
planned a Hudson River cruise.
From class co-president Maxine Katz Morse:
“The Class of ’45 has been very fortunate to have
the support of so many of our classmates volunteering to assist in different ways to keep us
connected. Several years ago Mort Eydenberg
stepped up to the task of serving as class treasurer. Mort’s Cornell spirit, enthusiasm, and dedication, along with his financial acumen, provided
us with the skills required for that position. He
has worked closely with Carol Fenton in Alumni
Affairs Business Services providing us with the
information and accountability we need. Unfortunately, Mort has developed a problem with his
sight and asked to be replaced as we approach
our 65th Reunion and the increased tasks that
will be required of our treasurer. We are ever

Class Notes

From your correspondent’s editor: Miller, ever
shy and retiring, fails to mention that he has
been honored as the 2009 recipient of the William
“Bill” Vanneman ’31 Outstanding Class Leader
Award. The recognition ceremony took place in
February at the annual Mid-Winter Meeting of the
Association of Class Officers in Philadelphia. Perhaps he will shed his diffidence long enough to
share news of the event in a future column. c
S. Miller Harris, P.O. Box 164, Spinnerstown, PA
18968; e-mail, olchap@comcast.net.

We had the civil rights/musical
nights time of our lives.

’

S. Miller Harris ’43

Fred Allen’s son Scott sent dues and news of
his father successfully battling throat cancer in
Cooperstown, NY. Fred sent his best regards to all.
Yorke Knapp’s wife wrote from Kendall, NY, that
“he is well and active, but has selective hearing
when his wife’s around—don’t they all?” He does
suffer from macular degeneration; he hasn’t driven in 12 years, but can still play cards. Nancy
Maynard Harlan is enjoying retirement living in
Chicago, IL, overlooking Lake Michigan. Peter
Tolins, PhD ’47, of Walnut Creek, CA, sees Bob
Greenburg when he visits his son. They talk politics. Peter claims 11 healthy and happy grandchildren and one great-grand. George and Jean
Zenner Kaelber are in a continuing care community in Green Valley, AZ. They each have had
many health problems in ’08, but, Jean says, “we
recoup and hope for some more short travels another year.” c Nancy Torlinski Rundell, 20540
Falcons Landing Circle, #4404, Sterling, VA 20165.
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Frederick Allen writes that he
keeps busy building ship models and doing crossword and
jigsaw puzzles. He enjoys boating at his summer
place in North Haven, ME. He volunteers with the
US Coast Guard to service California lighthouses.
From his days at Cornell he remembers physics
demonstrations by Guy Grantham. He’d like to
hear from Paul Carus, Malcolm Rankin, B Chem
E ’47, and Alfred Nyquist, BEE ’47.
Holm Hinrichs is a retired rocket scientist.
His studies at Cornell were interrupted by WWII.
When he returned to civilian life, he completed
his degree at Siena College and went to Huntsville,
AL, to join the Propulsion Lab at Redstone Arsenal. This was the beginning of a 45-year career
working with scientists from around the world to
pioneer rocket and missile defense systems and
space exploration. He became a lab director,
sometimes sitting at the conference table with
Wernher von Braun and others. He retired in 1995.
He has an old book of Cornell songs and still sings

grateful to Mort for all that he has done and contributed, as well as for his active participation in
many Cornell alumni activities.
“Following Mort’s resignation, I contacted
George Rautenberg, BA ’47, to see if he was
ready and willing to come back into action for the
Class of ’45. As many of you may recall, George,
along with our dearly departed Jane Knauss
Stevens, served as co-chair of our Cornell Fund for
more than 20 years. Happily for all of us, George
has agreed to step into the role of treasurer—yet
another example of the support and devotion of
our fellow classmates.
“We send you, Mort, a huge ‘thank you’ and
look forward to all of us getting together in Ithaca in June 2010 for our 65th Reunion. To you,
George, thank you for answering the call to active duty. We are confident that you will keep us
accountable and solvent!”
Your co-correspondent Julie Kamerer Snell
reports that she marked her 85th birthday during a week of festive celebration with 11 family
members in Orlando, FL. Yes, she took in some
of the Disney World attractions. Your correspondents are eager to hear from their readers. Look
for our annual class News and Dues mailing this
spring, and send news. c Julie Kamerer Snell,
3154 Gracefield Rd., Apt. 111, Silver Spring, MD
20904; e-mail, julie.snell@verizon.net; Robert
Frankenfeld, 6291 E. Bixby Hill Rd., Long Beach,
CA 90815; email, betbobf@aol.com.
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Here it is early December, and
I’m writing to wish you a Happy
St. Patty’s Day and Happy Easter because you won’t be reading this until March
2009. I never wished you a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year. Where does the time go?
You make it easy to be your class correspondent because you regularly send news with your
dues, and you also call me at home to update me.
Thanks so much. Marianne Michaels Goldsmith,
BS ’45 (Bedminster, NJ) called to tell me about
March | April 2009
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her Cornell family. They have a memorial to her
husband Karl ’47 dedicated several years ago at
the Plantations. Son Michael ’72, BArch ’73, son
Jody ’77 and wife Amira (El Kodsi) ’76, and
grandson Adam ’07 are also grads. A memorial
fund is being established for Michael, who died in
July. This fund sets up a lecture series in architecture in Manhattan. Sal and Pat Kinne Paolella
(Lakewood, NJ) call regularly and send clippings
found in the Newark paper about my hometown,
Buffalo, NY. Their Florida daughter, Andrea, a Dickinson grad, her husband, and their twin children
were to be home for Christmas. Pat hoped for snow
for the children, but not on arrival or departure
days as she is the official airport chauffeur.
The following notes were included with your
dues. Marion “Mimi” Cudworth Henderson, BS
’45, of Ormond Beach, FL (I should be there today as it is in the 30s in the Reading, PA, area)

‘

library a museum.” His gift will ultimately endow
the Herb Hawley ’46 Student Worker Endowment
Fund, which pays the salary for one student worker at the library. The annuity also provides a steady
income for the rest of Herb’s life. “I feel reconnected to Cornell and I’m counting on the secure
income it provides,” he says. Herb feels so good
about the endowment project and the way he was
treated that he writes, “I need a new project.” After retiring from serving as the full-time curator
of the Stowell-Wiles Art Gallery in Perry, NY, he is
still active as curator emeritus. He also works occasionally as the “Ask me” volunteer at the U. of
Rochester Memorial Art Gallery. Herb remembers
most fondly participating in Cornell Dramatic Club
productions, often with Richard Korf, PhD ’50.
Chester Knowles, BS ’45, B Chem E ’47 (Cushing, ME; cknow@adelphia.net) says he keeps
“moderately busy as the architect and webmaster

I fell backwards into the green
peppers and broke my shoulder.

’

Sylvia Kianoff Shain ’47
waxed poetic about her present day job: “Being
an octogenarian monitoring my cosmos; keeping
close to my global world (family and friends);
and acclimating to the promised hope of meeting my Sovereign Father in the next dimension
(heaven).” She’d like to hear from Allan Slocum
’45, BEE ’47, and wife Kathryn; if anyone knows
their whereabouts let me know. Nancy Mynott
Davis (Avon, CT) sent this news: “I am a parttime reporter for the Bloomfield Journal. Dick and
I just returned from a 7,000-mile trip to California on the Blue Highways. I was active in the
Obama presidential campaign. I’d like to hear
from more Tri-Delt sisters. We attended the July
CAU course on the US and the Middle East taught
by Prof. Ross Brann.” She urged everyone to attend these five-day programs where you are both
stimulated and entertained.
Joyce Reed Folsom’s son Dale Henry wrote
that she is in the Moses Ludington Nursing Home
in Ticonderoga, NY, with dementia. “She recognizes me, remembers the distant past, and has a
good outlook on life.” Ruth Wood Green (Roscoe,
NY) is still active with bridge, pinochle, golf, and
church luncheons. When in Florida, she does lawn
bowling and ceramics.
E-mail came from Priscilla Axtell Van Valkenburg (Sidney, NY): “I’ve joined the ranks of those
with a knee replacement, so now I’ll be able to
tread the Hill again.” Muriel Sheerr Kaplan (N.
Palm Beach, FL) also wrote. “In August, Bernie
and I joined fellow Cornellians for a CAU course
on the Aegean Sea taught by Frank Rhodes. We
were the oldest people on the tour. More details
later.” Keep the news flowing by writing or calling. c Elinor Baier Kennedy, 9 Reading Dr., Apt.
302, Wernersville, PA 19565; tel., (610) 927-8777.
This past year, Herbert Hawley (Geneseo,
NY) used a charitable gift annuity to express his
strong support for students and the Cornell Library.
“The library has always been a tremendous place
for learning, regardless of your area of study,” he
writes. “Plus, Cornell’s collection of historic books,
manuscripts, and artifacts practically makes the
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of Cushing’s Web page. More time-consuming is
performing an information service for residents
via an e-mail directory. With this device, I can
quickly send a message to the entire directory
list. Thus, residents can locate lost pets, identify
the owner of a boat found floating down the St.
George River, announce upcoming meetings, etc.
In addition, I attend all Selectmen’s and Planning
Board meetings, take notes, and ‘broadcast’ what
is happening at town meetings to my readers. I
am also the caregiver, like so many others, of an
Alzheimer’s and arthritis-afflicted wife. Although
we live on the edge of an inlet from the Atlantic
Ocean, I have had to give up sailing. Neither
Barbara nor I am able to maneuver around a deck
now as we once did. But I can still care for the
yard and gardens (sort of).” Chet sends regards
to all his classmates.
To publish your e-mail address, e-mail me. Include your name, city and state of residence. Send
news to: c Paul Levine, 31 Chicory Lane, San
Carlos, CA 94070; tel., (650) 592-5273; e-mail,
pblevine@juno.com. Class website, http://class
of46.alumni.cornell.edu.
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How a little fall can make a big
change in our lives! And I don’t
mean “fall” as in “fall of leaves.”
I took a real fall in my garden while picking beans
off a high trellis. I fell backwards into the green
peppers and broke my shoulder. It is now six weeks
later and I am going to rehab three times a week,
but I’m still without the use of my right arm or
hand. At our local garden club meeting one of the
topics discussed was “what to do and not to do
in the garden at this time of year” (fall). Naturally my response to the latter was, “Don’t fall.”
Now to the class news, and thanks to those
who supplied it. Congrats to Barlow Ware, who
was honored recently for his lifelong dedication
and service to the Cornell community. There was
a surprise dedication of an attractively landscaped Llenroc stone bench adjacent to the main
entrance to Teagle Hall. Barlow has done it all,
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from wrestling team manager, donning the “Big
Red Bear” at football games, track and field
judge, etc. It would take this entire column if I
were to list all his achievements. He is “Mr. Cornell” in my eyes.
We were saddened to learn of the passing of
Suzanne Tettelback Colle. Her son David sent us
the news. Ursula Holahan is living in Charleston,
SC, and in June ’08 took a trip to Antarctica. Her
remembrances of Cornell are the friends she made
for a lifetime and the wonderful education she
received. Joan Weisberg Schulman lives in Santa Rosa, CA, with husband Joe. She is not doing
much foreign travel, but does come East to visit her son in NYC. She still sees old friends and
ex-roommates.
Leading a very active life is Priscilla Bragdon Shelly of Ft. Myers, FL. Besides playing golf
twice a week, she also plays bridge several times
a week. She also finds time to visit her children
in Seattle, Oregon, and Michigan. Elizabeth “Betty” Miller Francis resides in Colorado Springs, CO,
and is on the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo Board. She
has been to China and also the Mediterranean.
Marjorie Montrose Ault writes from Albuquerque
that she takes long day trips now instead of the
long CAU trips of the past. Her Cornell club
meets monthly for lunch.
Yetta Haber Farber became a great-grandmother recently; daughter Susan Farber Strauss
’72 and son-in-law David, PhD ’77, are also Cornell grads. Sara Blanchard Erickson is living in
Davidson, NC, to be near son Jeffrey ’72. Arlene
Thompson Morey lives in Atlanta, GA, and remembers the beautiful walks across campus and
participating in Sage Chapel Choir. Serena Ginsberg Hoffman, MA ’48, and husband Sig ’44, MFS
’48, live in Glen Rock, NJ, where she does some
freelance editing. They spend summers in the
Berkshires and winters in Palm Beach, FL. She and
Sig married while on campus.
I would love to write about everyone’s comings and goings, and I am sure your old friends
would love reading about you, so write, call, email, etc. c Sylvia Kianoff Shain, 653 Primrose
Lane, River Vale, NJ 07675; tel., (201) 391-1263;
e-mail irashain1@verizon.net; Arlie Williamson
Anderson, 238 Dorchester Rd., Rochester, NY
14610; e-mail, arlie47@aol.com.
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Dana Keller, Ralston, NE: “Wife
Lucille died 13 years ago. Since
then I’ve traveled to or through
48 states (missing North Dakota and Hawaii) and
to 14 foreign countries. As a licensed PE, I review
electrical contractors’ plans, correct where necessary, approve, and process them for installation.
I’m also an elder in Community of Christ Church,
and member of men’s Bible study fellowship.
Fondest memory is of the days at Phi Kappa
Sigma fraternity. My travel stopped on April 26,
2007, when a brown recluse spider stung the
back of my right hand in the early morning. Was
rushed to Methodist Hospital ER, informed that
recluse spider bites are often fatal—or result in
amputation of arm or leg. Medics caught mine in
time and I spent 15 days in the hospital, plus
later outpatient care. Total charges were $43,000.
Invoice was sent to me—not the spider! In
August ’07 I was treated for cardiovascular disease, with costs over $7,000. In November ’07 I
submitted for a new process to correct spinal
stenosis. Now I’m one inch taller but $4,641
poorer. My other passion, golf, is canceled for
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Don Weisinger, Oceanside, CA: “Bridge, walking on the ocean beach, golf, travel, carrying out
the garbage, doing the lawn, visiting family. From
Cornell I remember playing bridge, music at Willard
Straight, beer at Zinck’s, solving complex calculus
problems, attending a wonderful college. Want to
forget studying at all hours of the night and flunking a test, some boring lectures, walking to class
in the bitter cold. Just before writing this, I was
seeing on the computer how much I lost in the
stock market. The war in Iraq was a mistake, the
banks and financial institutions are a bunch of
crooks, and Bush could not have been elected to
dogcatcher. I’m a die-hard Republican and believe
in low taxes and a strong military defense. I hope
Obama and Biden can turn things around. Cruised
to Vancouver last fall. The economy is down but
not out, and only God knows who’s in control.” c
Bob Persons, 102 Reid Ave., Port Washington, NY
11050; phone and fax, (516) 767-1776.
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Repetition can be a good thing
at our age, so here goes! Our
60th Reunion, June 4-7, sounds
perfect for us octogenarians, thanks to co-chairs
Doris Kershaw Guba and Ken Murray, plus Jack
Gilbert, our president. Doris writes, “Besides the
large parking lot with steps in front of Hurlburt
House, you have a ramp in back to enter the climate-controlled building. Each room has a private
bath (bet you remembered that!), a big recreation
room for parties, and a tent outside for meals.
Easy campus transportation will be provided.
Clerks will register us and provide assistance when
needed. Fun and exciting activities have been
planned. Check our Web page, http://classof49.
alumni.cornell.edu, for the entire schedule. Come,
don’t hesitate, join the camaraderie. Renew old
friendships and make new ones!
Tomatoes, peaches, cherries, melons, strawberries, corn, raspberries, broccoli, cauliflower,
and blueberries (getting hungry?) are grown on
Jim and Shirley Nagler Coulter’s farm in Lockport, NY. Jim retired from Chevron Chemical (insecticides department) after 35 years to realize
his dream. With the help of a farm manager they
have a farm market, sell wholesale, and eat well!
Shirley kids, “If it came to a choice between me
and the farm, who knows?!”
Donald “Pete” Johnston (aka Red Dog) retired
last June from the full-time Columbia faculty. He
liked what he was doing and kept procrastinating,
but after two leg operations and an 84th birthday,
he decided the time had come. He moved from
Columbia’s Graduate School of Journalism to their
School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA),
where he earned a master’s degree in 1950. After
being a writer and editor for United Press Int’l in
Buffalo and NYC for 13 years and the New York
Times in the Sunday Week in Review section for 12
years, he returned to SIPA teaching writing courses and as director of the Int’l Media and Communication Program for 18 years. He says, “My wife,
Jane, whom I met in Cornell’s Summer School in
1948, and I have lived on the Upper West Side of
Manhattan for 30 years and plan to stay there.
Yes, some people think we’re nuts, but it’s dynamic
and we like it!” Patricia Kendall Shotwell and
Jean Davis Salisbury attended CAU’s summer ’08
program to learn about the Middle East.
Due to the number of subscribers in our class
we are allowed approximately 850 words per column. This past year lots of news items came pouring in, and I thank you, but apologize for being

so late in getting yours printed. Do not let this
deter any of you from sending more in!
Bob ’50, MRP ’54, and Elizabeth Robinson
Von Dohlen ’51 took a CAU trip to Namibia,
Africa, and later a small boat trip on the Adriatic
Sea, renewing Cornell friendships and making new
ones. They met Charles Bibbins ’54, MBA ’55, a
fellow ATO, who mentioned trying to write a booklet of guidelines with Dick Keegan for fraternity
pledges, to take the place of the hazing period.
Stephen Profilet not only sings bass and baritone
(not at the same time), but sings in English, German, and Hebrew in St. Stan’s Choir, the Barbershoppers, and a Winona, MN, choir. His present
“day job” is shoveling snow, loading and unloading the dishwasher, and taking the car through
the carwash—when not rehearsing!
Betty Ellen Wood Ries likes to knit and read,
plus helps former patrons with their taxes; and
then there’s keeping the doctors in business and
cleaning the house! Joyce Graham Jordan is an
elder and on several committees at the Presbyterian Church. She is also active at the Middlebury Historical Society. Ann “Sue” Sheary Bieter
enjoys bridge, reading, and traveling. Last spring,
she went on a theatre trip to London—six plays
in seven days! Fred Wayne is retired and enjoying Florida’s weather. He says he hears from Tony
Cocchini once in a while.
Robert M. Hill sounds alive, alert, and ambitious. He’s often on the computer; reads the New
York Times, the Wall Street Journal, and bad novels and anything on science and nature; dances;
gives lectures on science, writing, and poetry; and
travels. He has been on 16 Stanford Alumni trips!
Bob Nafis visits grandchildren, mentors Cornell
men’s and women’s soccer teams, tries to catch
all the Cornell home games, works on woodshop
projects at Kendal at Ithaca, and cheers on the
track teams at Heps and all the meets at Barton
Hall. He says he had a lot to cheer about! Good!
He also took the last trip of the Delta Queen to
New Orleans from Memphis. Happy spring! c
Mary Heisler Allison, 1812 Puerty Bello Dr., The
Villages, FL 32159; tel., (352) 259-0203.
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now, but I dance twice a week. Daughter, two
granddaughters, and great-granddaughter keep my
spirits high. Much church activity keeps life full
and interesting. I pray for you all.”
Bob Harnett, BEE ’47, Dayton, OH: “Healthily
retired. Present US situation is good! Need to solve
the immigration mess. Need to remember the family values that brought us where we are. Fondest
memory is the exciting days of a very young Cornell student arriving from high school in June ’44,
just as D-Day happened. Recently finished taking
care of estimated taxes. Tomorrow I try to play golf
with 80-year-old buddies. Busy with wife trying
to stay healthy. Solution to this problem is good
genes.” Gifford Doxsee, Athens, GA: “Thoroughly
enjoyed our last reunion! Suggestion: showers in
Hurlburt House need grab bars—very essential for
people our age.” Andre Jagendorf, Ithaca, NY:
“Glad we’re rid of Bush and Cheney.” John “Jack”
Lillich, W. Lafayette, IN: “Iraq war, rising debt,
falling dollar—hope the new leaders can fix it.
Economy is going down. No one is in control.
Hope to leave the world better than I found it.”
John Rose, E. Chatham, NY: “Still doing
some consulting in the energy/environment field,
mostly on recovering energy from waste materials, recycling, global warming. Also playing tournament duplicate bridge and traveling. We are
wasting our resources in Iraq while our infrastructure is collapsing and they get rich on oil
revenues. In the meantime, China is beating us
everywhere. We should spend more on education,
less on entertainment. Fondest memory is Cornell
summer school—resurveying the Lehigh Valley
Railroad. We are in for hard times the next few
years. We are being controlled by Big Money—oil,
banks, and the highway lobby. My problem is
getting started in the morning.”
Dianne Shapiro Gasworth, Palm Beach, FL:
“Retired NYS judge; Florida mediator. Just finished
checking the financial section. Things are BAD. I
remember fondly all my days at Cornell, even
though I was only in a Quonset hut instead of a
building. Went to Martha’s Vineyard to celebrate a
friend’s 93rd birthday. I play tennis, swim, and try
to do things I did at Cornell. All the wrong people
are in control. Too bad Hillary didn’t become President. I plan to go around the world—I’ve been
to 44 countries and I’d like to see them all. We
have four generations of judges in our family (I’m
second-generation), for a total of seven judges.”
Gerry Haviland, Brunswick, ME: “Clock repair;
member of National Assn. of Watch and Clock Collectors; read biographic history. Economy is heading down. Attended Cornell Council meeting in
October 2008 and a sibling reunion in Hartford.
Three sisters and their husbands, all over 85, some
over 90. What a blast! Life means keep moving!”
Vincent Greci, Olympia Fields, IL: “Consultant
to two sons who are in business for themselves.
They pay me for my valuable services! Current
problem is that the US has no energy policy. We
should drill-drill-drill, use other energy sources,
and become more energy independent. Fondest
Cornell memory is tending bar at various fraternity parties. I made good money! Would like to
forget hitchhiking 150 miles from school to home
up north. I think the economy is headed upward.
Happy where I am, Florida and Olympia Fields.
Problem is to stay healthy and maintain sense of
humor. Solution is to be nice. I’m not worried who
will be President in 2013. I’m discovering how
beautiful and intelligent grandchildren are. They
are my teachers. It’s important to be nice because
life is an experience in loving one another.”

50

Surely Manhattan in May is as
sweet as April in Paris. So do
come to our annual class dinner
on Friday, May 1, at the Cornell Club-New York, 6
East 44th Street. Thanks to John Marcham, editorin-chief of the Sun in our senior year, our speaker
will be Michael Morisy ’07, former managing editor of the Sun, who will talk on “What’s Going on
at Cornell Today.” To make a reservation for the
dinner, send $85 each to our events vice president,
Stan Rodwin, at P.O. Box 904, Scottsville, NY
14546. For more information, you can contact Stan
at (585) 889-3180 or rodpkg@frontiernet.net.
Sonia Pressman Fuentes (Sarasota, FL; sp
fuentes@comcast.net) was a panelist in November
at a symposium at Yale Law School commemorating the 30th anniversary of the Pregnancy Discrimination Act of 1978, which incorporates the
guidelines on pregnancy and childbirth that Sonia
drafted when she was a lawyer with the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission. Sonia spoke
on “The Statutory and Historical Context” of the
Act. Four of our classmates participated in Cornell’s
Adult University on the campus last summer. Lawrence Lodico (Ithaca; lrlodico@earthlink.net) studied Guerilla Cooking and Creative Nonfiction. John
and Carol McMillan Lawes (West Grove, PA) attended the session on Post-Cold War Presidents. And
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Dick and Sunny Hudes (Flushing, NY; heyrichard@
aol.com) took the course America and France Hold
Hands at the Movies. The Hudeses also traveled to
Dublin on a Cornell Alumni trip. Brate Bryant
(Dousman, WI) lives on “six acres of forest with
deer, pileated woodpeckers, flying squirrels, hawks,
and silence. At 82, I rest by felling and splitting oak
for firewood and loading it up to the house in the
six-wheel-drive Polaris, my special toy.” Brate, an
electrical engineer, was president of Bryant Products
Inc., which manufactures conveyer components.
Mary Mapes Phillips and husband Seeley,
DVM ’50 (mkphil@nycap.rr.com) celebrated Mary’s
80th birthday last May with Jack ’49 and Kitty
Rusack Adams and Don ’51 and Doris Van Eps
Burton. Seeley ran a veterinary practice in Richmondville, NY, and “I was the bookkeeper, receptionist, veterinary assistant, and so on,” Mary
explains. Our former class president, former Cornell football star and former Cornell vice president
Walt Bruska (Shelburne, VT; wbruska@verizon.
net) is corporate secretary of the Champlain Valley Exposition in Essex Junction, VT. He has also
been elected president of the board of Prevent
Child Abuse Vermont in Montpelier. Janet Praeger
Phillips (cljaphil@comcast.net) is still president
of Landscape Arts Inc. “We celebrated our 30th
anniversary last year,” she writes. “We have again
been chosen as the outstanding landscape and
design company in the Chattanooga area. 2009
will be the fourth straight year that we have received this honor.”
Internist Larry Scherr, MD ’57 (Manhasset,
NY; scherr@optonline.net) emphasizes that he is
“not retired.” He is academic dean emeritus and
historian at the North Shore-Long Island Jewish
Health System and also professor emeritus of medicine at Weill Cornell Medical College. Larry recently
contacted all 66 of his remaining classmates from
the medical college for their 50th Reunion in
2008. Pat aka “Trish” Haller Harbach (Melbourne,
FL; Patricia@harbach.com) reports that while
Tropical Storm Fay last August wasn’t a hurricane,
it “swamped us completely. Icky black water mixed
with sewage rose to 15 inches in the house. Had
to cut out four feet of wall. House looked like a
skeleton. Furniture filled three dumpsters.” Nevertheless, Pat took off in September for a longplanned trip to Utah. “Thousands of cubic miles of
Utah have been dumped by the Colorado River into
the Gulf of California, leaving behind the harder
stuff in fantastic shapes. Ever heard of hoodoos?
They are statue-like stones cut in weird shapes,
standing in rows, reminding me of the terra-cotta
soldiers in China, but much bigger. You don’t have
to go to China. Save money and see Utah!”
Mechanical engineer Herb Lund (Coconut
Creek, FL) continues to run his annual Key West
Recycling Seminar, now in its 18th year, for government officials, engineering consultants, and
public works managers. Herb was director of public works for North Miami Beach and Lake Worth
and superintendent of sanitation for Hollywood,
FL. He is also editor-in-chief of the McGraw-Hill Recycling Handbook. During WWII, Herb was a radar
technician in the Marine’s 3rd Amphibious Corps
in the Pacific. In the summer of 1945, Herb’s group
was preparing for the invasion of Japan: they
would be offshore in submarines spotting concentrations of Japanese tanks and artillery. But on
August 6, on the island of Tinian in the Marianas,
Herb happened to be watching on his radar screen
as the Enola Gay took off carrying—unbeknownst
to the ground crew—the atomic bomb that it
would drop on the city of Hiroshima. The atomic
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bombs ended the war, of course, and the invasion
of Japan was not necessary. “I tell my grandchildren,” says Herb, ‘you almost weren’t here!’” c
Marion Steinmann, 237 West Highland Ave.,
Philadelphia, PA 19118-3819; tel. (215) 242-8443;
e-mail, cjoiner@ix.netcom.com; Paul H. Joslin,
6080 Terrace Dr., Johnston, IA 50151-1560; tel.,
(515) 278-0960; e-mail, phj4@cornell.edu.
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Class Council met in Ithaca on October 18 in the Statler’s Rowe Room.
Jack Howell reported a treasury balance of $30,570 as of June 30, and Jane Haskins
Marcham reported 1,010 living classmates out of
the 1,934 matriculated in 1947 and the 1,520
graduated in 1951. Of these, 895 are mailable and
131 have bad addresses, 404 paid class dues, and
123 reuned in 2006. Three Class Council members
have died recently—Joan Hartford Ferreira, John
Kirschner, LLB ’53, and Bill Reynolds, MBA ’55—
and have not been replaced. If you’re interested
in the position, please contact Jane, the membership VP, at 414 East Buffalo St., Ithaca, NY 14850
or (607) 273-5754. Shelley Epstein Akabas and
Steve Rounds have begun planning for our 60th—
can you believe it? Time to get your friends and
associates from those days ready to get together.
Don and Ann McNamara met Walt and Cindy
Warren Schlaepfer ’81 at the 56th Reunion of the
USAF Pilot Training Class 52G and H in Arlington,
VA, last September. “Walt and I cross paths every
30 years or so, although we both served a combat tour in Korea; he was flying F-84s while I flew
the F-86.” An article on Alfred Blumstein, PhD ’60,
headlined “Missionary of Operations Research” appeared in the October 17, 2008 Cornell Chronicle.
This column (in the July/August 2007 issue) reviewed his career that culminated in the Stockholm Prize in Criminology.
Jim Stocker, Menlo Park, CA, reports having
lunch with Paul Skeen Jones, Atherton, CA, recently and seeing Reg Rice, MBA ’52, from time
to time. “Reg is active in Menlo Park community projects.” Jim’s fondest memory is meeting
Pat (Gunderson) ’53 in the fall of his senior
year at an off-campus seminar. Their 50th is
coming up in October.
Jacqueline Goldberg Eisenberg, Windsor, ON,
writes that grandson Stephen graduated a double
major in finance and math from the U. of Waterloo and Wilfred Laurier U. and is now working in
Toronto. Granddaughter Al is in her second year
of a theater program at U. of British Columbia,
and Emily, 5, is in senior kindergarten French immersion in Hamilton. “Arthritis and sciatica keep
me from going far, but I still drive regularly to
Toronto or Hamilton and enjoy local theater
groups and the Windsor Symphony, as well as
volunteering in the community and dabbling in
acrylic painting.” Her fondest memories: “Too
many, both social and academic, to recall, but I
have a clear picture of crossing the bridge from
the dorms to class on the Ag campus and seeing
a scarlet tanager singing high up in a tree, an
early morning song to the sun—beautiful!”
Bill and Joyce Shewman, Mission Viejo, CA,
made a great trip last fall with their son to Santa Fe, the Albuquerque balloon festival, the Grand
Canyon, and Sedona, AZ. Bill is still enjoying retirement: “The weather, ambience, and lifestyle
well outweigh the crazy politics and drivers. We are
well—as the doctors say, ‘for your age.’ “ Friends
(particularly at Sigma Phi), activities (especially
crew and the Cornellian), Government classes with
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the best professors, and the general environment,
spirit, and intellectual and social tempo are his
fond memories of Cornell. David Fielder remembers the Engineering Quad, YASNY, and the beautiful campus. In Akron, OH, he is a trustee of the
Portage Lakes Historical Society and on the board
of the Turkeyfoot Lake Island Club. David also
manages the Turkeyfoot Lake LLC and wrote a history of the neighborhood from 1876 on.
Don and Corinne Watkins Stork are chairing
a drive to build a community center in Penn Yan,
NY, and welcome any support. Corrie’s fondest Cornell memory is playing softball and receiving her
“C.” Helen “Susy” Brown Entenman has moved to
a Hyatt Resort retirement community in Naples,
FL, about 20 miles south of Fort Myers, where she
used to live. She sees Mary Ann Doutrich Seipos
(who still plans to move back to Harrisburg, PA,
when she sells her Sanibel, FL, home) periodically
at the Southwest Florida Cornell Club lunches.
Last year they went together to see their “rogue
classmate Clifford Irving, who wrote the bogus
bio of Howard Hughes.” Susy’s favorite memory of
Cornell is the impromptu spring picnics at Taughannock and Treman state parks, “where we played
ridiculous softball games, giggled and guzzled,
and had oodles of fun.” Charles Moore moved to
a new downtown NYC address—”I love living in
New York.” A 13th grandchild is on the way, and
he plans a visit to Israel and Jordan.
Sam Serata, Bridgeton, NJ, writes that four
children, seven grands, and six greats are all fine,
and that he was just honored for 50 years practicing law and is still at it. His fond memory of
Cornell is the cartoon parade. When I asked Sam
what the cartoon parade was, he replied: “I can’t
remember the years, but I believe it was Spring
Weekend. There were floats with all the cartoon
characters. My good friend at that time was Cliff
Irving, who I believe was involved with the parade. His father was a cartoonist: ‘Pride of the
Finest’ about a NYC fireman. Al Capp was there and
different fraternities had floats from the different
cartoon strips. I have color slides of most of
them.” Please send your news to: c Brad Bond,
101 Hillside Way, Marietta OH 45750; tel. (740)
374-6715; e-mail, bbond101@suddenlink.net.
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First, two corrections and a note
received from cyberspace. In
November I should have written
that Walt Bortko was “keeping busy, with physical constraints.” He is fine, down there in Bonita
Springs, active with Meals on Wheels, bridge,
model sailboat racing, and working out. My error
completely. This next correction is due to the
lapse between the arrival and printing of news:
“Dear Joan, I just received the Alumni Magazine
and noted in the Class of ’52 column that I had
apparently sent in news about my wife, Marina,
which was ‘late.’ Marina passed away on December 19, 2007, about a year and a half from the
time she suffered her second stroke in August
2006. Most of us in our class who married have
been so for more than 50 years. For those in our
class who have suffered the loss of a spouse, I
now know what heartbreak such a loss can cause.
Regards, George Vlahakis.” I am so sorry, George.
Ina Perlstein Loewenberg asked that this be
included in the column: “Irwin Lublin, who died
in a motor vehicle accident on October 5, 2008,
was an English major at Cornell who became a
clinical psychologist at California State College,
Los Angeles. A Savoyard at Cornell, he never lost
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thanks everyone. The Craver Fund, which was set
up at the Hotel school to give a scholarship each
year to a promising sophomore, has made its first
grant. Contributions can still be sent to the Craver
Fund at the Hotel school. Looking back, Libby
would have “taken time to enjoy the moment” at
Cornell. More news next time. Thank you all for
sharing. If there is something you write that you
don’t want included in the column, please note
that. c Joan Boffa Gaul, 7 Colonial Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15232; e-mail, joangaul@mac.com.
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Waxing philosophic, Bernie West,
JD ’55 (NYC) allows as how, “Golden Years provide time for trips
and visits to the orthopedist.” And, he continues,
“I take my grandchildren—one by one—to the
US Supreme Court to see Martin Ginsburg’s wife
(Ruth Bader Ginsburg ’54) at work. We still think
we can ski. That may be an activity that is fading, but the grandkids have gotten past us and are
the experts.” As for his best day at Cornell: “There
were many—really. That first real spring day when
Ithaca bloomed was always good. But through the
lens of time all seem good.” Well-established globetrotters John and Lea Paxton Nixon “finally got
to Timbuktu. Not much there now, but we enjoyed
the Dogon country and the people on the way”
through Mali, Senegal, and the Gambia. Retired
training consultant Frank Wolff, MS ’62 (Cordova,
MD) reports his family’s first great-grandchild,
Lindsay Grace Bednoski, of Southold, NY. He says

‘

underground Campus Store and the Builder’s Wall,
where the names of many ’53 folk are displayed
at the foot of the Libe Tower. Earl was chairman
of Cornell’s Foremost Benefactor Committee.
The Rev. Jeanne Herron Linderman (Hockessin, DE) continues as priest associate of the
Episcopal Church at Sts. Andrew and Matthew in
Wilmington, DE. She notes that four of her six
children and two of her 17 grandlings have Cornell degrees. Jeanne says her best day at Cornell
was the day she arrived as a freshman. Roslyn
Miserentino Kerr (Farmington, ME), watching her
first grandchild preparing for her first college
days, recalled her own. “My parents said I didn’t
even turn around to wave as they dropped me off
at Martha Van turnaround for my first meeting.”
She speaks highly of a senior adult program at
Colby College Museum of Art on cast and wax
sculptures (“Wonderful, extensive!”). She’s a food
pantry volunteer, president of a group that delivers services to adults with disabilities, Eucharistic
minister, visitor to a local nursing facility and
shut-ins, and treasurer of her town’s Democratic
Committee. Best day for Margery Schmidt Van
Court (Madison, NJ)? “Almost all of them! Well,
maybe not days with two prelims.”
Born in Novgorod, Russia, Nikyta Fishman ’12
moved to the US with his parents (both holders
of engineering master’s degrees) when he was 5.
To hear him speak, you’d never know his first language was Russian or that he grew up in Louisville,
KY. Nick is a computer science whiz (minoring in
Spanish) and was principal pianist with the
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his love for Gilbert & Sullivan or other splendors
of English language and literature.”
Now to relatively new (October to December)
news: The new form, which asked what you would
have done differently and who had the greatest
impact at Cornell, has elicited a lot of news, much
of which, I’ve sadly had to shrink. Lew Daugherty (Tucson, AZ; Lewdaugherty@comcast.net) has
been traveling to visit three daughters and 11
grandchildren. The Cornell person with the greatest impact on him is Prof. Warren of AgEcon.
Herbert Dienstag (New York, NY) is “working,
reading, walking, going to concerts and good
restaurants, and building an inheritance for my
survivors.” As with so many of us, including me,
he would have studied more diligently at Cornell.
Greatest impact? Curtis Nettels (American History), Nelson Foote ’39, PhD ’56 (Sociology), Meyer Markowitz, PhD ’53. Helen Stewart Friderici
(Schenectady, NY; ARTHEL09@aol.com) has been
painting in oils, watercolors, and pastels and
singing in a community chorus and church choir.
Her husband, Arthur, DVM ’55, died in 2001.
Robert Grossman, MS ’54 (Waverly NE) is reading science in a lot of areas . . . and reading
Mortensen’s Three Cups of Tea. “Except for having
a few aches and pains, I’m pretty well satisfied
with what I’m doing now.” He is hampered by artificial joints, as, he reports, are several of his
cross-country teammates. He wishes he hadn’t run
on concrete at Cornell. Shirley Sagen Norton
(Canton, NY; SNorton7@TWCNY.RR.COM) doesn’t
seem to find enough time for everything she
wants to do. She tries to travel some every year
and has been to all seven continents, 30 countries, and most of our states. She is active with
AARP, Zonta, her library, church boards, and committees. She attends plays and musical events at
nearby colleges and takes continuing ed courses.
She, too, has a few aches and pains but is pretty well satisfied with what she is doing now. What
she would have done differently? “I would have
tried to keep in touch with more of my friends
and classmates over the years.”
Robert Pannett, MS ’54 (Seabrook TX; pan
nett@verizon.net) writes, “I am retired and help
my wife some with the financial aspects of her
business. This month I attended my 60th high
school reunion. Two others from my class entered
Cornell with me in 1948, and we three were
roommates for a year. One died many years ago
and the other, Robert Reed, died this year.” Cynthia Fabian Gray (Winnetka, IL) reads, paints,
and is learning sculpture. Lectures, movies, and
art take some of her time. She volunteers at a
thrift shop—”they really need help.” At Cornell
she “would have joined in more activities and fun
things—not so engrossed in learning.” Greatest
impact? “My friend Carol Brock Bugbee.” Richard
Smith (Moore, SC) works out at the Y, gardens,
cooks, enjoys his pool, reads, watches sports on
TV, and travels. He went on a Mediterranean
cruise in March 2008. That’s the good stuff. He
has also been having radiation therapy. He’s good
with things, “except for medical treatment.” He
was looking forward to a November trip to Aruba
with wife Belle and his stepdaughter.
Elizabeth Hunsberger Craver (Lancaster, PA;
LibbyC2@verizon.net) still works with Lancaster
County Therapeutic Riding, and when you have
some time she’ll be happy to explain how the
horse works to mitigate the effects of disabilities.
“Plus, it’s fun.” Libby also sings with her church
choir. She has been busy sending notes to the
many who expressed grief at Jack’s death and

My parents said I didn’t even turn
around to wave as they dropped me
off at Martha Van.

’

Roslyn Miserentino Kerr ’53

he and wife Arlene hope little Lindsay will be a
member of the Cornell Class of 2030. Frank savors
retirement “on the beautiful Eastern Shore of
Maryland” and volunteers with a number of community groups. He warmly recalls “the day in our
freshman year when I was privileged to hear the
great Liberty Hyde Bailey address a meeting of the
Plant Science Club. What a man!”
President Emeritus Frank H. T. Rhodes had
warm words for Earl and Polly Hospital Flansburgh ’54 during a salute to them by the College
of Architecture, Art, and Planning at their Lincoln,
MA, home last year. About 85 attended, the AAP
alumni news reported. Among them were theninterim AAP Dean W. Stanley Taft, Porus D. Olpadwala, AAP Dean from 1999 to 2004, and David
C. Knapp, Cornell provost from 1974 to 1978.
Rhodes recalled that Earl was part of an alumni
group that interviewed him for the Cornell presidency. “In a lapsed moment, he gave me the job,”
Rhodes quipped. But seriously, “His expertise and
counsel” as a trustee advisor “were simply invaluable.” The dedication and loyalty Polly and
Earl have shown Cornell “must come from deep
inside a person’s true nature,” he said. Both the
Flansburghs are children of Cornell professors. Polly’s great-grandfather was a member of Cornell’s
first graduating class (1869). Architect Earl,
among other gigantic achievements, designed the

Louisville Youth Orchestra. He was coauthor of a
textbook inventory system that now tracks 13,000
textbooks in his high school. He wrote a system
that allows parents and teachers to schedule conferences online. A member of the National Honor
Roll for 2005 and 2006, he is starting a company
with high school friends and is this year’s Class of
1953 Cornell Tradition Fellow. Classmates made the
pleasure of his acquaintance at last fall’s Trustee/
Council Weekend. They were definitely impressed.
The post-Cold War presidents of the US—two
Bushes, one Reagan, and one Clinton—Mozart, and
the Mideast, plus a creative nonfiction writing
workshop, were the subjects of study by senior
scholars who returned to Ithaca during the summer for a week of Cornell‘s Adult University (CAU).
Finding instruction in these diverse subjects were
Bob Ashton, Sue Halldorson Fuller, Charles Shelley, and Elliott Stone. In the fall, Bill Gratz, Jay
Bruno, Pete ’55 and Mickey Symonds Eschweiler, and Linda Mitchell Davis (with grandson Ben)
cruised down the mighty Mississippi from Memphis
to New Orleans aboard the paddlewheelers American Queen and Delta Queen with President Skorton
and his wife, Robin Davisson, and professors Steve
Pond and Nick Salvatore. They heard blues, jazz,
and gospel, saw battlefields and old and new cotton plantations, and discussed Civil Rights and the
War Between the States. “Also savored the food of
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the area and watched the election coverage aboard
the Delta Queen on her last evening of service,”
says Bill. c Jim Hanchett, 300 First Ave., #8B,
NYC 10009; e-mail, jch46@cornell.edu.

54

Your correspondent was absent
from these pages in the last
issue as the mailbag was temporarily empty of words. Shake as I might, nothing appeared. So I did what anyone would do
with that amount of time on her hands—I left for
Africa, again. I was in Tanzania in February and
then popped over to Namibia in November to see
whether it really had all those tall shifting
National Geographic-esque sand dunes. It does
indeed, lots and lots and lots of them. It was my
fifth trip to the continent—my first being to
Libya in 1963—and my first desert, the Sahara. It
also had sand dunes, but lots of camels, Bedouins,
and the fantastic Roman ruins of Sabratha and
Leptis Magna as well. Africa is a continent of contrasts and upheaval, of magnificent landscapes
and disturbing political unrest, which has been
apparent in each of my visits. For a first-time
traveler I would suggest Tanzania with the vast
Serengeti migration. It is perhaps one of the
calmer areas of that vast continent.
Paul Nemiroff writes that he would rather
be producing and directing films and videos as in
days of yore, but appears to be successfully transferring those talents to canvas along with doing
a bit of teaching in advanced film production at
Scottsdale Community College. Paul has won several awards for his paintings in Scottsdale and is
handled by galleries coast to coast. You might
wish to google Paul to enjoy his paintings. I loved
his “Gaggle of Geese” . . . but you could have anticipated that one. Charlie Bibbins, MBA ’55, has
numerous volunteer committees on his calendar in
the South Orange-Maplewood area. Among his interests are adult ed, race relations, transportation,
economic development (now there’s a timely one),
and various environmental impact concerns. Charlie says his interest in volunteerism started during a community outreach project the ATO pledge
class performed in place of Hell Week. I think
many of us saw what volunteers could do working
in the Ithaca area on such endeavors. I remember
painting a house one weekend. Along with his
community work Charlie manages to see a good
bit of the globe.
Heard from Robert Bacon for the first time.
He has moved from Mesa to Denver, NC, where
he enjoys camping, bowling, and being nearer
the grands. It has been a while since I’ve heard
from Ethel “Wallie” Rabb Kass, who is still in
Guerneville, CA, watching the obstreperous Russian River—and with good reason, as they have
a resort along its banks. Her twin grandsons,
along with community theatre, choral work with
the River Choir, and county politics, occupy her
time when the river is staying within its banks.
Note from Diane Garlock Geis (Chocowinity, NC)
says Norm has P.S.P. and uses a wheelchair for
the most part. Some of his favorite times on the
Hill were mealtimes at SAE with their lively and
humorous conversations.
Hand-splitting 18 full cords of wood prepares
William Osterhoudt for the long winter months of
Rome, NY, but that doesn’t curtail his other activities, such as fishing and attending antique car
club gatherings. He remembers fondly lifting a beer
or two at the Royal Palm. Cynthia Tuccillo Kowalczyk has a varied agenda of retirement activities,
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aside from the requisite golf and tennis. When not
whacking a yellow or white ball about, she takes
art lessons, helps with a food pantry, checks in on
the hospital, participates in book discussions, and
entertains the grands. Like so many of us, Cornell
friends rank high on her “people I enjoy” list, especially her freshman corridor buddies. Olin Dart,
MS ’57, plays serious senior
tennis, as demonstrated by
his having recently won a
silver medal for tennis singles in the 75-79 group (are
we truly that old?). For the
past 20-plus years he has
sung second tenor for the
Baton Rouge Symphony chorus, along with his church
work. When not swinging or
singing he is a consulting
traffic engineer. The beauty
Phil
of the campus, the gorges,
the lake, and Libe Tower
were not ignored in his undergraduate years on the Hill. Phila Stains Slade
wrote of a great Elderhostel boat trip she and
Dick took that covered Quebec to Lake Ontario
through New York’s Barge Canal to Troy, down to
New York City, thence to Rhode Island, and ended circling around to Montreal and the Thousand
Islands. Hope they did it when the leaves were
in full color. Sounds of the chimes playing the
Jenny McGraw Rag while walking across the Quad
keep bringing Phila back to reunion.
Remember we are reuniting June 5-7, ’09,
and look forward to hearing of all your adventures
in person. Use the alumni directory to look up
classmates who would enjoy chatting and singing
together once again. We do have a great class and
we do have a marvelous time back on campus. c
Leslie Papenfus Reed, ljreed@speakeasy.net.
Class website, http://classof54.alumni.cornell.
edu. Alumni Directory, https://directory.alumni.
cornell.edu.
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Who
expected
a jock to
dig poetry?

In honor of her 75th birthday,
Mary Lu Depuy Whitlock enjoyed
a family trip to Alaska and reports that “traveling with three generations was
a blast!” Accompanying Mary Lu were four of her
favorite Cornellians: son Jeff ’81 and his wife
Sandy (Moiner) ’82, her son Bill ’86, BArch ’87,
and his daughter Jordan ’11. The group met in
Anchorage at the end of June, “and we had such
fabulous weather that we saw Mt. McKinley four
days in a row!” This is so rare, Mary Lu explained,
that only 5 percent of travelers have the chance.
The cruise included two days in Denali viewing all
sorts of wildlife, a visit to a section of the
Alaskan pipeline (“and now I have a better feel
for son Jeff’s work when he visits Prudhoe Bay to
help on this project”), rock climbing/rappelling
and zipline side trips, drinking hot chocolate, and
wrapping in blankets at Hubbard Glacier. Elaine
Rose Cerny and husband Lawrence (Kettering,
OH) live just minutes away from their son and his
family and have great cause to rejoice: not only
has their daughter-in-law returned home from a
14-month tour of duty in Kuwait, but her retirement came through, after 22 years in the Army
Reserves. “Hurray!” says Elaine.
Fred Antil saw Phil Harvey at a big wrestling
meet in Ithaca (which Cornell won). Phil tried to
explain the mysteries of wrestling—”but I think I
will stick to trying to understand basketball,” Fred
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decided. You remember that Fred’s alter ego is
Abraham Lincoln—and with the upcoming 200th
anniversary of Lincoln’s birth, Fred (as Abe) will be
kept busy addressing school assemblies and other
civic organizations during the month of February.
As of this writing (mid-December) several of us ’55
fans plan to cheer on the Big Red basketball team
in February when they play
Penn at the Palestra. Joe
Simon was full of interesting chat when we talked: it
seems he was in Minneapolis, waiting for a luncheon date, when he struck
up a conversation with
Max Winter, who was associated with both the Minneapolis Lakers (in the era
of 6'10" George Mikan)
the Minnesota Vikings.
Harvey ’55 and
“I also had a fighter,”
Winter recalled. Joe asked
if the fighter was any
good, to which Winter replied, “Many people
thought so; his name was Jack Dempsey!”
Several classmates attended Cornell’s Adult
University (CAU) last summer: Dana and Jane
Binder Binkoff; John and Marilyn Braun; Bob
Cowie, MBA ’57; Erik and Michelle Landberg; Helen Sammet Sauerhaft; and Bob and Joan Weisberg Belden. They delved into subjects as diverse
as American presidents, creating wellness, the
Middle East, Jane Austen, and sculpture studio.
Joan took “a great course on architecture, with a
really interesting tour of the two brand new buildings: the huge Weill facility for biological sciences
on the Ag campus, as well as the last of the new
dorms on West Campus, which have resident professors and gourmet chefs in the kitchen.” How
did we miss out on gourmet chefs back in the
’50s? Speaking of continuing education: in 1954,
Phil Harvey and Janet Scanlon Lawrence took a
course on the English poets and novelists of the
twentieth century. “And now,” writes Phil, “Janet
and I have just finished our course on WWI at the
U. of Delaware’s Academy of Life Long Learning.
Fifty-four years gone by and still classmates! No
grades were given—but as an ex-army ordnance
officer, I am pretty sure I would have pulled the
higher class rank. Let’s not talk about 1954 where
I was in the dark most of the time—who expected a jock to dig poetry? But come to think of it,
Gene Tunney taught poetry at Columbia U. after
retiring as the world heavyweight boxing champion.” Phil can be depended on to continue embellishing his M.T. (Master of Trivia) credentials!
Howard Brandwein keeps in touch with Louis
Altman (his former roommate at Sage Hall), whom
Howard calls “a special alum,” a fine poet and editor of the eight-volume Patent Law bible. Lou
wrote to say that since retiring from active law
practice, he has become active in the humanist
movement and will be serving his third term as
president of the Society for Humanistic Judaism.
Lou is a member of the executive committee of
Humanists of Florida, and was appointed a director of the Humanist Institute. “Most recently
I was elected to the board of the American Humanist Assn., which keeps me moving between
homes in Chicago and Sarasota, and board meetings in NYC, Washington, DC, and Florida.” A welcome note from John Apgar: “My wife and I
attended my 50th Reunion in ’05 and we plan to
attend the 55th in ’10. I have been busy in my
retirement, mostly with our local all-volunteer
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As I am writing this column in
the middle of the holiday season, I cannot help but reflect
on how lucky we all are to still have the wonderful friends and classmates we hear from at this
time of year. I know that 2009 will be as good if
not better for all of us, and on behalf of Phyllis
Bosworth and myself, even though you get this
a little late, our love and good wishes to you all!
It was nice hearing from Curtis and Pamela
Reis. Curt’s dad L. Sanford Reis ’29 just turned
100 years old, and they visit him in Sarasota a
few times a year. Curt’s grandson Myles is in the
Class of 2011. Curt’s last trip took him to five
capitals of Europe, and he also made it up to

Trustee/Council Weekend this past fall. Curt, who
lives in Rancho Palos Verdes, CA, is a trustee
emeritus, a member of the board of the Cornell
Club of Los Angeles, and most importantly, was
the president of our class for many years.
John Long, MS ’57, of Albion, NY, is retired
from farming and served on the board of directors of the Orleans County Farm Bureau. Last July,
he traveled with wife Loretta to Long Island to
compare farming techniques. Vera Johnson Lee
is going into her 14th year of retirement. She
lives in San Francisco, where she sings with the
San Francisco Choral Society and the First Unitarian Universalist Church choir, as well as being
an usher for the San Francisco Opera and Ballet.
She visits her 96-year-old father in Ithaca twice
a year. Nancy Fowle Morse, Urbana, IL, recently went on a CAU trip to Las Vegas with husband
David ’54. They had a great time. And if you
want to see a good exhibition by one of our
classmates, go to www.sandrawittow.com. There
you will find Sandra Albert Wittow’s work from
near her home in Englewood, CO.
A sad note. Sander Peck passed away last
June. He was chief physician for the Los Angeles
Sheriff’s Department and lived in San Marino. We
send our condolences to his wife, Marilyn. We were
also saddened to learn of the death of John Bolton
from his wife, Leslie. Again, our sympathies.
Barbara Barron Starr (Livingston, NJ), still
in private practice as a psychologist, is active on
many boards of her profession. She also supports
the American Jewish Committee and the Drew U.
Center for Holocaust and Jewish Studies. Barbara
recently had a fascinating trip to Berlin with her
husband Bob and followed that with a week in
Warsaw and Krakow. Peter Thaler (Los Angeles,
CA) has retired, but is still teaching medical residents how to handle scared children and worried
mothers. To celebrate his office closing and his
45th wedding anniversary, he went on a CAU trip
to the Baltic with Loretta. James Yates, Lemoyne,
PA, is still actively practicing plastic surgery in
central Pennsylvania. He also completed 20 years
as police commissioner and is president of the
Lemoyne Boro Council. He was recently in Paris
to celebrate his 25th wedding anniversary.
It was nice to hear that C. Michael Curtis
(mcurtis@theatlantic.com) is the John C. Cobb
Professor of Humanities at Wofford College in
Spartanburg, SC, where he resides. Michael is also
fiction editor of the Atlantic Monthly. Paula Bussmann Arps (The Woodlands, TX) is proud to announce that great-grandchild Caleb Albers was
born last April. Art Hershey of Calabasas, CA,
continues to teach human resources management
courses at UCLA and Loyola Marymount U. extension divisions. He and wife Sharon visited their
oldest son, Doug, in Amsterdam, where he is a
visiting scholar at the Royal Dutch Academy of
Arts and Sciences.
Anita Hurwitch Fishman and husband Joe are
both retired and spend the winter in Scottsdale,
AZ. The rest of the year, they may be found in
South Orange, NJ. Phyllis Mable (Phyllismable@
aol.com) is retired in Washington, DC, but is still
working part-time as the executive director of the
Council for the Advancement of Standards in Higher Education. Bonnie Smith Whyte lives in Reston, VA, where she and husband Bill are retired.
They arrange tours and walks for the Reston Museum, assist local charities, and arrange reunions
for US Public Affairs officers. They delivered Ezra
Cornell’s carriage robe to the textile collection in
the College of Human Ecology.

Have you ever heard of pickleball? It’s a paddle sport played with something that’s like a
wiffleball. According to William Purdy of Scotia,
NY, it’s the fastest-growing sport in America.
Well, fans, Bill played in the national championships in Providence, RI, and won two gold
medals! This one takes the cake. Please keep
writing to us. Phyllis and I know you have a lot
of important things to tell us. See you soon! c
Stephen Kittenplan, catplan@aol.com.
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community theatre. In 1998 I was the fund drive
chairman to raise the money for a million-dollar
remodel of our theater, which has been in existence for 83 years. We are both busy, sometimes
acting and mostly backstage. I’m also in charge
of obtaining ads for our theater playbook and getting sponsors for each play. In addition, I am on
four other boards, which keeps me busy and out
of trouble. We took a trip last year to Peru and
had a great time, and are planning this year to
make one to Thailand and Burma. My best regards
to you and the rest of the class.”
During 40 years of consulting, Bob Brandwein, president of Policy and Management Associates in Boston, has been in the forefront of the
community economic development field, raising
grants, loans, and equity for strategic investments
in community development organizations. He has
helped more than 150 community-based organizations obtain over $300 million in federal grant
funding. In recognition of his years of work, Bob
received the Leah Schneider Lifetime Achievement
Award, given by the Local Initiatives Support
Corp. of New York City. Congratulations, Bob. John
Berkenfield lives in Santa Fe, NM, where there
are quite a few Cornellians, particularly from the
Hotel school, since Santa Fe has a tourist-based
economy. The Berkenfields moved there 20 years
ago, following 30 years at IBM. During his IBM
years, he traveled the world, working in 67 countries. John now manages a museum of Spanish
colonial history called El Rancho de las Golondrinas. Sandy Shepard Armstrong summarizes how
she and Bob ’57, MBA ’59, have spent their last
50 years: “Bob finished his MBA and we started
producing children: Jill in 1959 and Heather in
1961. On Bob’s home farm here in New Castle, PA,
we milked Guernsey dairy cows and then joined
the US Agency for Int’l Development (USAID) and
spent the last 27 years in Eastern Africa. When we
retired from USAID, Bob took a teaching position
at a small college in Eastern Zimbabwe teaching
agribusiness management. Now we’re back in
western Pennsylvania on the farm that his grandmother purchased in the late 1800s. No cows. We
are both active in church, and Bob continues to
teach part-time. Of course, there is plenty to do
right here, just keeping the farm looking as we
would like it—woods, lane, fields, gardens.” The
Armstrong “apples” have not fallen far from the
tree: both daughters are in international business,
one with the World Bank in Washington, and the
other with USAID in Kazakhstan. The Armstrongs
conclude, “We hope that we have made a contribution to the betterment of this world, producing
offspring and being active in our chosen professions. It is a time for satisfied reflection.” c
Nancy Savage Petrie, nancypetrie@optonline.net.
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From San Francisco comes word
that Art Gensler has not slowed
down a bit, despite the fact that
he would rather be playing golf. He is vice chairman of the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art
and serves the same position with the Buck Inst.
on Aging. He still travels seemingly endlessly to
the 31 worldwide offices of his architecture and
planning firm, having recently stopped in Dubai
and Beijing. Also in the Bay Area, Beach Kuhl
continues to practice law and still strums his
banjo as he sings his old favorites. He is winding down his term as president of the American
Platform Tennis Association and still misses the
late nights at the Widow office.
Ara Daglian spent three weeks in a rehab
hospital after a fall, but followed that stay with a
12-day cruise with a few days added on to enjoy
Copenhagen. If you ever had a lousy burger at the
Royal Palm in Collegetown, Ara was probably the
chef du jour. Myron Green, retired since 1991 as
director of adjudication services in the NYS Dept.
of Labor, plays the golf that Art can’t and raises
funds for Israel’s emergency health care network.
Todd Kennedy owns and operates a landscape
nursery in Greenwich, CT, and serves in the town
government as well as being involved in Ara’s
first love—volunteer firefighting. When the sailing season arrives, Todd can be found on his
boat as often as possible. Stuart Fischman, professor emeritus of oral diagnostic services at the
U. of Buffalo School of Dental Medicine, received
a most prestigious award from the Int’l Association for Dental Research in Toronto last July.
Although technically retired, he continues to conduct research and has been named a distinguished
alumnus by the Harvard School of Dental Medicine.
Living most of the time in suburban Buffalo, he
maintains a home in Jerusalem.
For all of us sipping an adult beverage by the
lake, get a load of what John Follansbee is up to:
In January 2008 he returned to active service in
the Army for a two-year stint. He was assigned to
a mental health clinic in Germany. Shortly after
arriving at Grafenwoehr, he was appointed chief
of behavioral health for soldiers being redeployed
from Iraq. Not satisfied with that, the Army redeployed him, to Iraq, where he joined the 212th
Combat Stress Control Detachment of the 101st
Airborne. Yes, he’s 74 years old. I have taken the
liberty of sending a class list to the Army recruiters
so that we can all get to enjoy this “chance of a
lifetime.” c John Seiler, suitcase2@aol.com.
Though retired for some time now, Jerry Neuman Held Kovell plays golf and tennis, is active
in the Ski Club of Washington, DC, and serves on
the Women’s Committee for the National Symphony Orchestra. Jerry had a truly fun week last summer when she took the entire family to CAU. Jerry
was enrolled in the Tennis course and her son
Andy Held ’84 visited favorite spots around Ithaca. Most of her grandchildren attended CAU for
March | April 2009
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kids and others in the family played golf. When
cold weather hits the D.C. area Jerry and Stanley
head to Austin, TX, where they bought a house
last spring. Reverse snowbird Elaine Meisnere
Bass leaves her Jupiter, FL, home in the summer
for New Marlboro, MA, where she and Marvin, MA
’55, had a modular home built big enough for all
the children, spouses, and grandchildren. “Anyone
nearby in the summer is welcome!” writes Elaine.
Eleanor Meaker Kraft, LLB ’60, took her seven grandchildren without their parents to Disneyland in June. She had some help, however—from
two of her children who don’t have any of their
own. Eleanor still works as a criminal appellate
attorney for indigents, and volunteers with Friends
Outside, a group that works with families of the
incarcerated in Santa Clara County, CA. A fond
memory of Cornell for Ellie is seeing the fall colors, but she doesn’t miss the winter weather. Jane
Wedell Pyle recalls meeting her husband Dave
’56 at Cornell. The Pyles were in Ithaca last fall
for a Council meeting; Jane writes that the leaves
were beautiful. Keeping up with grandchildren on
both coasts and in Denver, singing with a choral
group, and volunteering at her church office occupies most of Jane’s time. Myrna Lacy Rooney
remembers walking across the Quad chatting with
a friend on a glorious day in October. Myrna works
as a referral agent for a realtor and brushes up on
her tennis and golf games. If she had her druthers
she’d be on the road to Ireland.
“Instead of living at work, I’m working at living” writes Janice Littell, who enjoys gardening
and bird watching near her Levittown home on
Long Island. When recalling Cornell memories
Janice thinks of the time she was waitressing at
Balch, where her roommate was Mary Lou Hennekens Mahan (from whom she would like to
hear). “There were second helpings on milk and
desserts and much camaraderie working with the
steam table boys, dish room boys, and pot room
boys. The group trips to Enfield are fondly remembered.” Don’t you wonder if the present residents of Balch have any idea of the way life
used to be in the dorms?
Harvey and Rita Feldman Cohen celebrated
their 50th anniversary with a trip to Israel accompanied by their son Jeff and his three children. Rita keeps in touch with Carol Elis Kurzman
and often recalls the great lectures from superior professors during her days on the Hill. Marilyn Moore Pukmel likewise remembers her favorite
Cornell profs in Government—Roelofs, Rossiter,
and Cushman, to name a few. Marilyn was night
editor at the Daily Sun and enjoyed hanging out
with friends at Willard Straight. Like many of us,
Marilyn’s “work” these days consists of sitting at
the computer keeping track of news and the market and corresponding with family and friends.
Last year she and William visited her brother
Craig Moore ’61 in Arizona.
Our sympathies go to Barbara Flynn Shively.
Her husband, Richard, who attended many reunions with Barbara, passed away last August after a long illness. c Judith Reusswig, 19 Seburn
Dr., Bluffton, SC 29909; email, JCReuss@aol.com.
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We have news from late ’08,
thanks to your News and Dues
forms and e-mails. Michael Nagler (Tomales, CA; mnagler@igc.org) mailed that
he’s president of the nonprofit Metta Center for
Nonviolence Education at www.mettacenter.org,
and engaged in “writing, speaking, talking, and
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spending after-hours in meditation and more writing, working on peace and nonviolence.” Michael
has not been back to campus since leaving in ’57,
but most remembers the gorges. He says he tried
med school after his junior year, but went on for
a PhD in 1966 at UC Berkeley. His book, The
Search for a Non-violent Future (New World Pub.,
2003), states his views and he would welcome
hearing from classmates and others with similar
inclinations on peace and nonviolence. I think
we all support the inclinations, but some of our
reverends come to mind immediately: John King,
Bob Beringer, Barry Grevatt, Jack Walters, and
doubtless others. Michael joined a spiritual community, the Blue Mountain Center of Meditation,
at their new ashram in Marin County and still lives
there. Dick Wimmer, professor of creative writing
at L.A. Valley College, also has been writing from
his residence in Agoura Hills, CA. His latest book,
The Wildly Irish Sextet, adds to his previous 13, of
which The Irish Wine Trilogy will be republished in
February. He most fondly remembers Vladimir
Nabokov from his time on the Hill.
Barbara (Cortland ’63) and Paul Wiley continue their work with Heifer Int’l, spending three
summer weeks with their animals and family at a
United Methodist Church camp teaching what animals do for people. Besides the usual barnyard
animals, the Wileys have llamas, water buffalo,
Guinea hens, etc., all housed over in Johnsonville,
NY. The Wileys have visited more than 200 church
services over the past nine years with their animals to spread the word of the animal world. And
Paul, as director of the general board of Global
Ministries, made many valuable trips and had
meetings in the US and abroad. Some animals are
meant to be caught and Phil Dattilo Jr. does that
all over the world, he says, “mainly fly-fishing—
this year in Ascension Bay, Mexico, Yellowstone
Park, and the Rio Colorado in Costa Rica.” Phil
and Linda still reside in Honeoye Falls, NY.
Some animals need special help and Patricia Thomson Herr, DVM ’60 (trishherr@aol.com)
has given that over the years to companion animals. Now she’s a retired veterinarian out in the
Amish country of Lancaster, PA, “hunting and
collecting antiques, researching them, and doing
museum work.” She recently published a book on
rugs, Rags to Rugs: Hooked and Hand-sewn Rugs
of Pennsylvania (Scheffer Pub. Co.) and loves
what she’s doing. Her most fond remembrance
from her time at Cornell was the opportunity to
apply and be accepted to the Vet college. Patricia’s husband Donald, DVM ’63, is also a vet.
She would like to hear from her Dickson 5 frosh
dorm friends as well as those from Sigma Kappa
and her Chi Gam sisters.
In the world of the arts, Phil Getter (pm
getter@inksure.com) says he “spends a lot of
time in theatre as an administrator of Broadway’s
TONY Awards.” He manages a public company,
InkSure (“experts in machine-readable authentication”), as chairman of the board and serves on
the board of many companies. Ronni Schulbaum
Strell (ronni58@juno.com) also spends time on
a board, that of Life-Long Learning (Caldwell College), and on theatre in Morristown, NJ, as well
as on the Holocaust Council (JCC), and gives time
to preparing newsletters for the senior group of
Women at Leisure. Ronni’s soon to be a first-time
grandma. One of her most fond experiences at
Cornell is from her sophomore year living in Sage
with Dottie Berens Greenspan and Arlene Scharf
Kelvin, with whom she meets periodically. Susan
Hertzberg Ullman (Bayside, NY) retired from
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schoolteaching and keeps close to home to help
her stroke-affected husband, Richard. She’d like
to be traveling more and also getting to more
bridge tournaments, and well remembers coffee
dates and swimming in the gorge during her Cornell time. Bob Dunn and wife Linda traveled last
fall to Russia, Prague, and Budapest, ending at
the Hungarian Grand Prix. Bob says that “Eastern
Europe has left the bad old days far behind, even
(or especially) Russia, which is economically vibrant and self-confident.” He retired last October
from his job as corporate counsel for Real Restaurants, but will keep busy on the board of directors for Ferrari Club of America, Pacific Region,
and in his local opera program.
Renni Bertenthal Shuter (renni1@charter.
net) and husband Eli ’56 still reside in St. Louis,
where Renni continues as a life member of the million dollar club in residential real estate, but only
working part-time due to other activities like chairing her church auction (a major event) and local
community action endowment funds, and some
travel along with tending to grandchildren. She
most fondly remembers her “friends from Cornell,
her excellent teachers, and, of course, the beautiful campus.” Albert Caines, a retired entomologist, vector control specialist for New York State,
now spends most of his time fishing when not
enjoying his grandson’s basketball games, Nascar
races, Syracuse Crunch hockey, and Cornell Athletics. He most fondly remembers going to Cornell
away football games and also greatly enjoying the
ornithology lab and Sapsucker Woods. If Dave
Newton is out there, Albert would like to hear from
you—he’s in the book. Paul Christensen is another hunter/fisherman, down in Brooks, GA, where
there seem to be plenty of deer, his game preference. Paul would like to hear from David Mech
as he recalls the “camaraderie of their ‘rat’ house,
off-campus quarters.” Louis Matura (Loumat@
onemain.com) retired, but still spends time building homes, particularly his new home. He’s happy to have been hearing from many classmates
over the years and most fondly recalls walking
Tower Road after classes on his way to Collegetown. Brad Corbitt (bcorb80630@aol.com) keeps
sailing—can’t keep away from it, with Cayuga
Lake always beckoning—and last October was
getting ready, with Nancy (Horgen) ’74, to head
for their home in the Florida Keys.
Nearing the end of our Notes, we read that
Ken Pollard (kbpol@rochester.rr.com) has retired
from Western New York Apple Growers’ Association,
but sure seems to be keeping busy on the board
of governors for the Shriners’ Hospital for Children,
as a director for SCAT Van in Cayuga County, and
as emeritus director of his local agricultural museum. He’s happy doing what he does. Ken Ryan,
MS ’59, still works at his store in Oxford, NY, remembering most from his Cornell days that “it was
all hard work.” Michael Garofalo Jr. retired from
the chairmanship of neurology at St. Vincent’s Hospital of New York after 41 years. He’d like to be
traveling more as he looks into “mature living villages.” He remembers most his work in neurology
with Dr. Anderson. Attorney Joe Hurley, BA ’60
(Braintree, MA; jpmphurley@hotmail.com) is still
farming and boating during the short season. He’d
like to hear from Tom Fox ’57, formerly from St.
Louis and a DKE from our years there. Welcome
spring. c Dick Haggard, 1207 Nash Dr., Fort
Washington, PA 19034; e- mail, dhaggard@voice
net.com; Jan Arps Jarvie, jjarvie@sbcglobal.net.
Class website, http://classof58.alumni.cornell.edu,
for other news and events of the Class of ’58.
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“On November 14 Carol Hardy,
MAT ’68, PhD ’81, drew deafening cheers from 4,000 members
of the Newman Nation, the fan club of Cornell
men’s basketball, which plays its home games in
the Newman Arena in Bartels Hall,” writes Ron
Demer. “The sellout crowd was there for the men’s
season opening game against South Dakota (a 7969 Cornell victory) and the unveiling of the Ivy
Basketball Championship banners awarded to the
Big Red 2008 men’s and women’s basketball teams
for their Ivy Champion seasons. Carol, a retired
Biological Sciences senior lecturer, has been the
academic advisor for the men’s basketball team for
years, and was honored by the team when they
asked her to drop the curtain and unveil their new
championship banner. Ron also notes that Carol
has agreed to be the reunion chair for her sorority, Alpha Phi, and to call her sisters to encourage
them to come to our 50th Reunion on June 4-7.
She is among dozens of chairs who have been
recruited to help ensure that our gathering will be
a record breaker. Interested in who’s coming?
Check the list at our class website, http://classof
59.alumni.cornell.edu. And if you would personally like to contact classmates but do not know
where they are, Ron has agreed to respond to such
inquiries; contact him at rd43@cornell.edu. Some
classmates are planning to arrive on the Hill several days ahead of time to attend the PreReunion seminar, The Middle East: Yesterday,
Today, and Tomorrow (May 31-June 3). Information
is at http://www.sce.cornell.edu/cau/off_campus/
courses.php?action=class&f=CLASSID&v=12958
Among ’59ers who attended CAU’s biennial election-eve gathering at Mohonk Mountain in New
Paltz (Oct. 31-Nov. 2)—where faculty Glenn Altschuler, PhD ’76, and Joel Silbey assessed the
state of National Politics and analyzed candidate
prospects—were Ellie Applewhaite, Rachel Rudin
Blechman, Lucy Tuve Comly, Sue Rollins Fried,
Marian Fay Levitt, and Alan Rosenthal.
In 2007 Ratan Tata, BArch ’62, was named
one of the 30 most respected CEOs in the world
by Barron’s magazine. Tata is chairman of Tata
Sons, the holding company of the Tata Group,
which, also in 2007, was awarded the Carnegie
Medal of Philanthropy. This past October it was
announced that the Tata Education and Development Trust, a philanthropic entity of Tata Group,
has given Cornell an endowment of $50 million—
”one of the most generous endowments ever received from an international benefactor by an
American university,” said Cornell President David
Skorton. The endowment consists of $25 million
to establish the Tata-Cornell Initiative in Agriculture and Nutrition, which will contribute to advances in nutrition and agriculture for India; and
$25 million for the Tata Scholarship Fund for Students from India, to help attract more of the best
and brightest students to Cornell from India.
Mary “Mimi” Nagle Wessling of Watsonville,
CA, is a medical writer, translator, and historian.
Her translation of a German medical ethics text
from 1797 was published by BookSurge Publishing in 2007 under the title The Physician: The Cultivation, Education, Duties, Standards of Behavior,
and Judiciousness of the Physician: Der Arzt (1797)
by Wilhelm Gottfried Ploucquet. Gastroenterologist
Joel Levinson (Mountainside, NJ) continues to
practice full-time and enjoys running, hiking, and
tennis. He and wife Barbara Fineman Levinson
’60 bought a get-away home on Chicago’s Lake
Shore Drive. Dotty Isaacs Winick and husband Paul
moved to an apartment on the ocean in Hollywood,

FL. Dotty, a retired mental health counselor, enjoys watercolor painting and participating in book
clubs. Mary Ella Harman Feinleib (Cambridge, MA),
a professor emerita at Tufts, works as a travel consultant with Tzell New England. She has traveled
to Ukraine, Russia, and South Africa. She is also
secretary of the board of directors of Revels Inc.,
which links the music, dances, and seasonal rituals from an older world to today’s world. The organization has production companies in ten cities,
where it is famed for such events as Summers Day
Revels and Christmas Revels.
What do we remember most fondly from our
time at Cornell? Folks answering this question on
the class news form provide a trip down memory
lane for all of us. Paula Millenthal Cantor: “The
lilacs in Balch Courtyard.” Harvey Weissbard:
“Excitement of the first rush night in University
Halls.” Celinda Cass Scott: “The people I met.”
Jonathan Meigs, BArch ’62: “Climbing Libe Slope
for breakfast at the Straight.” Eleanor Ross
Levieux: “Getting into concerts (David Oistrakh!
Elisabeth Schwarzkopf!) free by being an usher.”
Richard Horwich: “Taking a course with Vladimir
Nabokov.” Marianne Smith Hubbard: “I met my
husband, Hank ’56.” Phil Dewey: “The bell tower
chimes.” Pearl Woody Karrer: “Singing Bach’s Mass
in B Minor with the Cornell chorus in New York’s
St Patrick’s Cathedral.” Anne Carpenter Robertson:
“Teachers and students helping each other learn.”
Ed Tavlin: “Seeing every movie that Ithaca movie
houses showed.” Philip Yarnell: “Studying in the
music room.” Mimi Nagle Wessling: “Going horseback riding in the forest near campus.” W. Hardy
Eshbaugh: “Some amazing professors that cared
about their students.” Steven Wolfe: “Bill’s in

Collegetown, where I dissipated many hours.” Joel
Levinson: “Romp & Stomp!” c Jenny Tesar, 97A
Chestnut Hill Village, Bethel, CT 06801; tel., (203)
792-8237; e-mail, jet24@cornell.edu.
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Plans are already under way for
our (gulp!) 50th Reunion in
June of 2010! Our webmaster
Carrie Warnow Makover has created a website full
of information about the class and Reunion 2010,
which is regularly updated. More details about the
big 50th will be available soon from the meeting of
the Class Council in Philadelphia on February 6-7.
Congratulations to Willis Clark, who won a
statewide competition in Indiana to create a memorial commemorating Abraham Lincoln’s 200th
birthday and celebrating the 14 years that Lincoln
spent in Indiana during his youth. Created in collaboration with an architect friend from Fort Wayne,
Will’s memorial will feature a large limestone plaza
with educational information displayed on eight
pillars on one half of the plaza, and a four-foot
high bronze bust of Lincoln sculpted by Will and
flanked by words from Lincoln’s Second Inaugural
and the Gettysburg Address on the other side. Will
reports: “The dedication will be on June 12, 2009,
I think, and everyone is invited. The Plaza will be
in the Lincoln State Park in Spencer County in the
southern part of Indiana. Y’all come!”
Carrie Makover reports that in October, David
Simpson (Tenafly, NJ) celebrated his 70th birthday “with a great big get-together at the Cornell
Club in New York City. Carl Leubsdorf ’59 and
wife Susan were there, as was I. So were David’s
kids, including his son Gideon ’03 and daughter
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Catherine Simpson-Bueker ’96. They’ve also promised to come to our 50th Reunion as David’s ‘minder.’” In November, Carrie was part of a gathering
of 11 women classmates, mostly living in the New
York City area, who met for a 70th birthday lunch
in the city. Present were Evalyn Edwards Milman,
Bobbie Spelman Josepher, Linda Kitay Censor,
Abby Herzfeld Litt, Madeline Munstuk Anbinder,
Marion Schneider Kaplan, Gail Weiss Brokaw,
Anita Albert Karasu, and Sandy Yasser Friedman.
According to Carrie, “We had a very good time
catching up with our lives, individually and as a
group. We commented on how ‘sequential’ women’s
lives can be, and how much luck and serendipity
have figured into things.” Since Carrie retired from
her full-time job as a planner for the town of

‘

and ski and finally have time to read outside the
fields of law and medicine. Lou Jan gardens, is a
faithful member of a book club, and joins an exercise ‘boot camp’ or a water aerobics group from
time to time.” For almost a year, the Kaufmans’
son David and his wife, Melinda, and young children lived with them while building a new house
just a few blocks away. David, says Roger, “is
teaching economics and filmmaking at the Park
City Winter Sports School, and Melinda will teach
second or third grade in the Park City system.”
Rumors are that several classmates will be joining Roger on Utah’s ski slopes this winter.
Phyllis Pugatch Schecter reports, “Keeve and
I are fine and continuing to enjoy retired life in
Manhattan. We welcomed a second grandson in

Cross fingers for well-filled stock
portfolios by this time next year!

’

Ginny Seipt ’60
Westport, CT, in 2001, she’s been “working as the
website project manager for the town. It’s a terrific job and I love it. I work either at home or in
the office, or wherever I am with a computer and
a connection. I update the town website as needed, often daily, and staying up to date technically
helps keep the mind sharp. I work 30-40 hours a
month, on average.” She also manages other websites pro bono, including that of our class and the
Cornell Club of Fairfield County.
Gale Jackson reports that on the first weekend in October our class president Sue Phelps
Day, MEd ’62, and husband Bill ’59 went along
with Gale and husband Ed Butera (Lehigh ’60) to
the Lehigh-Cornell game in Bethlehem, PA. Gale
says, “Three of us wore our Cornell sweaters, sang
‘Davey,’ and waved red-and-white pom-poms like
a bunch of wackos, much to my husband’s chagrin. Cornell’s exciting last-minute win only ratcheted up our exuberant behavior.” Sue adds, “Bill
and I finally got to take a trip of a lifetime, to
Australia and New Zealand. Pat Hicks Kleis (Gilroy,
CA) joined us on an excellent Elderhostel cruise.”
Pat lives near her daughter and is very busy these
days, with family in Napa and Phoenix and eight
grandchildren. Sue also runs into Pat and Dave
Atkinson in Cape May, NJ, where both families
have vacation homes. According to Sue, “Due to
many family moves, our children feel Cape May
is ‘home.’ Our son Andy Day ’87, his wife, Susan
(Dowben) ’86, and their daughters come from
Pewaukee, WI, to visit, and also our daughter Carolyn ’89 and her husband Dave Flowers and their
twins, who come from Kensington, CA, near San
Francisco.” Sue also sees her former roommate Barbara Esdorn Rissmeyer, a retired high school math
teacher who lives in Tarrytown, NY. Barbara is a
Cornell Master Gardener and volunteers at the Children’s Village in Dobbs Ferry, says Sue, adding that
“seeing five grandkids in Norton, MA, and Washington, DC, keeps Barbara’s pedal to the metal.”
After four decades in Phoenix, where he was
an attorney and, for almost ten years, the superior court judge for Maricopa County, Roger Kaufman and wife Lou Jan retired to Park City, UT,
where they enjoy the cooler climate and easy access to skiing. “Moved into the new place on a
snowy day in October,” says Roger. “I hike, bicycle,
80

February, born to our daughter Elise.” Early in
2008, the Schecters’ son Cliff, a Knight-Ridder
columnist and contributor to the Huffington Post,
published a critique of the Republican candidate
for US president entitled The Real McCain, which
was well-received by critics and the reading public. Word comes from Ginny Seipt: “My working
days at ABC started to dwindle, and I am now
focusing on what I will do with myself when that
last day of work finally arrives.” Meantime, her
“guest quarters have been very busy with visiting friends from London, Montana, Los Angeles,
Aspen, and Virginia,” but she has also found some
time for travel, making trips to her sister’s condominium in Florida and her brother’s house in New
Hampshire. All the Seipt family will gather at Ginny’s place in New York City “for Christmas and roast
beef with Yorkshire pudding.” Her note ends with,
“Cross fingers for well-filled stock portfolios by this
time next year!” Dick Penny writes from Los Altos, CA, “I spent a weekend on Half Moon Bay on
the Northern California shore with Eric Gregersen
’59, Gerald Fleming ’61, Dick Morrison ’60, and
their respective spouses. A great reunion and too
much wine was had by all!” Keep the news coming. c Judy Bryant Wittenberg, 146 Allerton Rd.,
Newton, MA 02461; e-mail, jw275@cornell.edu.
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Harris Rosen (Orlando, FL), president and COO of Rosen Hotels and
Resorts, will be inducted into the
Central Florida Hospitality Hall of Fame in April
2009. The Hall of Fame has been established by the
Rosen College of Hospitality at the U. of Central
Florida, Orlando, to honor outstanding community
leaders for their service and commitment to the
Central Florida hospitality industry. Rosen Hotels
and Resorts is the largest independently owned
hotel chain in Florida and comprises 6,300 rooms,
more than six percent of Orlando’s hotel inventory.
Harris is a charter member of the UCF board of
trustees and in 2000 donated a 20-acre site and
approximately $10 million to build the Rosen College of Hospitality Management. He also provided
a $2 million scholarship endowment for UCF.
His community involvement includes spearheading the multi-million-dollar Tangelo Park Pilot
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Program, which provided 350 high school seniors
with full college scholarships. Harris is a member of the Cornell Society of Hotelmen and the
Waldorf Astoria Distinguished Alumni Association
and is the past president of the Orlando/Orange
County Convention and Visitors Bureau. This information came from the UCF media office, and
I thank Jackie Troops for sending me a press release. In the seven years I spent as the international student advisor at UCF, I heard praises for
the work Harris was doing. Unfortunately, our
paths never crossed. Let me take this opportunity to congratulate Harris on behalf of the Class
of ’61. We are very proud of you.
Peggy Monkmeyer Mastrioianni (Washington,
DC) has received the Outstanding Service Award
from the American Bar Association. Peggy has
worked for the US Equal Opportunity Commission
for more than 30 years as attorney and assistant
legal counsel. The EEOC praises Peggy’s work as
“the best of public service,” and states that she
is an invaluable asset to the Commission. Peggy
says she is happy and is working in a fascinating
job. Marlene Alpert Tein (Boca Baton, FL) is a former freshman dorm-mate of mine. She has a small
private tax preparation office and keeps busy with
golf, bridge, and especially grandchildren. Her
daughter Naomi Tein ’90 moved close by. Marlene
is another happy lady. Bobbie Horowitz (NYC) has
two jobs and is in the midst of writing a musical
with a “brilliant composer.” Job number one is as
an independent associate with Isagenix Int’l, a
leading full-body cellular cleansing company; and
job number two is as an award-winning songwriter.
Bobbie was commissioned to write a song and
perform it for 6,000 guests in Las Vegas. And she
is receiving residuals for her as yet unfinished musical. Please let us know when it is finished! Bobbie says she is in a perfect place—she’s happy.
Yuji Yamaguchi (Tokyo) is an auditor with the
Fujiya Hotel in Tokyo, professor emeritus at Obirin
U., and visiting professor at Waseda U. His expertise includes feasibility and financial analysis,
asset and operation management, education and
training, and marketing research for hotels, resorts, clubs, and restaurants. Yuji would very much
like to hear from his Hotel classmate Rudy Muenster ’62. James Baden, MD ’65 (Hamilton, OH)
says retirement is great! He’s a “most happy fella” who plays terrible golf. His favorite memory of
Cornell was the 1960-61 Glee Club trip to Russia.
He enjoys babysitting 13 grandchildren and doing
volunteer work in Hilton Head, SC. He would most
like to hear from J. Kent Hewitt ’59. Mary Ann
Tower Rolland (Youngstown, NY) is a preservationist restoring a Stanford White-designed house
(1875) in Niagara Falls, NY. Mary Ann’s activities
include church and community activities, gardening, and traveling. She and husband Bill have
traveled extensively, including China, Russia, Canada, and Thailand among their ports of call. One of
her favorite Cornell memories was being head
waitress in the Balch dining hall. She would like
to hear from her Chi Gamma classmates.
Madeleine Fried Grossman (Westport, CT)
still practices law part-time. Husband Ed ’59
works a similar schedule. This gives them time to
spend in their Manhattan apartment. Madeleine
participates in a book discussion group in NYC.
Among the classmates who attend are Rosanna
Romanelli Frank, Anne Klein Rothman, Judy Silverman Madenberg, Shelly Kramer Busch, Carol
Gittlin Franklin, and Sue Wolf Wiener. That’s a lot
of Cornell intelligence. Carol Jean Moore Hershey
Durell (Worthington, OH) is the owner/operator
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Ken ’61, PhD ’67, and Margie
McKee Blanchard (margie.
blanchard@kenblanchard.com)
are busily rebuilding their San Diego home after
its destruction by fire in 2007. “Lots of photos and
mementos were lost, but no one was hurt.” Margie
serves as director of the Ken Blanchard Co.’s Office
of the Future, a think tank looking at future trends
in the industry and for their 300-person company.
Class prez Alex Vollmer, MS ’64 (abv5@cornell.
edu) reports that son Daniel ’00 and his wife
Carey Simon ’00 have been in Rincon, Puerto
Rico, since early 2003. The couple opened a vegan
restaurant in nearby Aguadilla (both towns are in
the very NW corner of the island). They are now
in the process of moving the restaurant to Rincon
proper and expanding it as well as adding an
adjacent health food store, which Alex’s daughter
Rebecca will manage. Rebecca previously opened,
owned, and operated a vintage clothing store in
Brooklyn, NY, for three years. Last year, Daniel was
voted one of the ten most favorite chefs in Puerto
Rico in an island-wide consumer vote. Daniel and
Carey have a son Ezra, 3. Alex reports that Ezra
is “on his way to being tri-lingual (English and
Spanish, of course; Carey was teaching him American Sign Language prior to his ability to speak, as
she subscribes to the theory that one reason for
the ‘terrible twos’ is that kids are frustrated with
their inability to communicate, and that teaching
them to sign their basic feelings reduces some of
this stress). As for me, I get down there only two
or three times a year, so they are especially enjoyable trips when I do make it!” Alex was in Washington, DC, attending a Dispute Resolution Board
Foundation annual meeting and stayed with Fred
and Betsy Hart. “One evening Fred invited Willis
and Ann Ritter and Larry and Carol Kupperberg
and me to dinner at the Chevy Chase Club—a fine
evening and enjoyable conversation—mainly about
the Harts’, Ritters’, Schilkes’, Quirks’, and Flemings’
(among others, of course—including Frank Rhodes)
CAU trip to Greece and Turkey.” Bob Crites ’59 and
I did a similar trip with CAU several years ago and
second the enthusiastic reports!
Jim Roberts ’71, Cornell Alumni Magazine
editor and publisher, announced that Richard
Levine has been named chair of the Cornell Alumni Magazine committee. Ruth Zimmerman Bleyler
(ruth.bleyler@valley.net) attended her 50th high
school reunion in August in Rochester. Also attending were Jean Biehler Jenkins, Roberta Stillman Wisnosky, and Dean Smith. “And, no, I did
not work on that reunion,” Ruth writes. “As of
December 3, I will no longer be a member of the
New Hampshire House of Representatives, having decided that three terms, or six years, was
enough. It was a good run and I actually feel I
accomplished some good things. I will continue

my efforts on behalf of people with disabilities and
environmental issues, including serving as chair of
the board for our community mental health agency.
At Cornell, I have just begun a term on the newly formed Plantations Advisory Council. Without
the demanding schedule of the legislature, I hope
to have more time for our grandchildren in San
Jose, CA, and Amherst, MA.” Also reporting a 50th
high school reunion was John Oldendorf (Lake
Elmo, MN; OldendorfJ@aol.com), who traveled in
September to the New Trier High School reunion
in Winnetka, IL. Gathering at Tom Rothschild’s
home there were Jim Florsheim, Bob Goldberg,
and John, all roommates at Cornell. Myra Maloney
Hart and Kent Hewitt ’59 came to that reunion.
“Kent is not a NTHS grad, but was a good sport to
listen to all the old stories,” writes John. “It was
a good time to catch up on the last 50 years. It
was decided that the Cornell alums all looked like
they had weathered the years quite well and
seemed at least 20 years younger than the rest
of the participants.” Morton “Mickey” Langsfeld
(Meadowbrook, PA; mickey4@comcast.net) reports that he and six fellow Cornellians attended the October Cheltenham High School reunion
in Philadelphia: Joe Meyer ’63, Dick Stern, Tony
Bavington, Cal Simon, Ellen Eisenberg Beitel,
and Roz Skversky Squire.
Woody and Vivian Lasser Beenstock (East
Brunswick, NJ; vbeenstock@yahoo.com) enjoy retirement. They travel, and Vivian audits classes at
Princeton and volunteers. As with many respondents, she cited specific professors as among fondest memories of Cornell. The thespian Zielinskis,
Bob and Betty (Kreps) (Louisville, KY; bbziel@bell
south.net) continued their theatrical activities with
participation in eight productions last year. Betty
made her network TV debut in an episode aired on
the Country Music Channel in June. They took their
first Elderhostel trip (“great fun”) to St. Simons
Island, GA, their second to San Antonio, TX, and
their third to Gettysburg, PA. Seattle is home to
Cor and Pat Rice DeHart (mpdehart@comcast.net)
where Pat is an epidemiologist for the Washington
Dept. of Health in Olympia. She enjoys choir and
chorale singing and attending musical events when
not playing with granddaughter Mya, 2. Two new
grandchildren have arrived: Cornelis DeHart III
(called Kees) was born in September “and lives up
the hill from us in Queen Anne, so we are thrilled
to see him often.” On December 11, Elise Sofia
DeHart (called Ellie) joined her sister Mya in Berkeley, CA. “We are looking forward to meeting her
soon. We are very blessed,” concluded Pat. Former
roommates Pat and Carol Hewitt Shaw enjoyed a
reunion in Chicago. c Jan McClayton Crites,
9420 NE 17th St., Clyde Hill, WA 98004; e-mail,
jmc50@cornell.edu.
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Several years ago I mentioned
the death of Jessica Wing,
daughter of Jennifer Patai
Schneider. Jessica composed the music for the
award-winning musical fable Lost. Jessica died of
colon cancer three weeks before the New York City
premiere in 2003. The play was performed this fall
in Tucson and I had a chance to see it. “It is a
new vision of Hansel and Gretel told with fantastical words, music, and images to create a haunting, classically flavored musical both entertaining and unexpected,” wrote a local critic. “What
attracted me to the music is that it is so diverse.
You go from Broadway to bluegrass.” It was very
entertaining and a treat to see.

Mel and Carol Moore Locke-Endy celebrated
their 25th wedding anniversary this summer. They
are both active volunteers and have five grandchildren to entertain them. Bruce Craig, MEd ’65,
is a project officer for Community Aging in Place
programs funded under the Older Americans Act.
He says he has “grown into his job—living a career by aging gracefully.” He is inspired by two
WWII veterans who still work in his small agency.
Warren Walker, PhD ’68, retired form the RAND
Corp. in May 2007. He works three days a week
as a professor of policy analysis at Delft U. of
Technology in the Netherlands. He taught a twoweek course in Harbin, China, in Sept. ’07. He
also works on transport policy projects with
teams in Brisbane, Australia, and Tel Aviv, Israel.
He has one grandchild.
Jean Williams Peters (Evanston, IL) works as
an art teacher with Holt McDougal Publishing Co.
She is active in her Catholic church, book clubs,
walking, and running. All seven grandchildren are
in the Chicago area. Jean attends many of their
sporting, school, and family activities. Bob Myers
(Stockton, CA) is president and owner of Water
Skeeter Sports, which designs, manufactures, and
distributes pontoon fishing boats, float tubes,
wading boots, and other fishing-related products
worldwide. He travels to Taiwan and China for business several times a year. He and wife Pati attended a family reunion in Connecticut last July.
Bob still plays senior hockey and participated in a
tournament in July in Hawaii. He likes to fly-fish
and water and snow ski. Dennis Crawford (West
Allenhurst, NJ) is a retired judge and of counsel to
a law firm in Monmouth County, NJ. He and wife
Margaret bought a second home in Long Cove Club,
Hilton Head, SC. The Crawfords have a married son
who is an attorney. They took a ski trip to Telluride, CO, last March and visited Ireland last June.
Ithaca residents David, JD ’65, and Nancy
Goldstone Gersh have retired—school counselor
Nancy in ’97 and lawyer David in ’05. They winter
in Berkeley, CA, with their son, his wife, and two
grandchildren. They also have a married daughter.
They visited Turkey, Sicily, and Costa Rica in 200708. Past trips include China, South America, and
Alaska. Maury and Miriam Browner Lacher are in
Poughkeepsie, NY. Maury retired from Vassar College, but is still in private practice. He is a federal
advocacy coordinator for the NYS Psychological Association and president of the Waterman Bird Club
of Dutchess County, NY. Miriam has been in private
practice in clinical neuropsychology since 1984.
They have taken birding trips to Trinidad, Costa
Rica, Texas, and the Southwest. George Ehemann,
ME ’66 (Lancaster, PA) is president of Calculgem
Inc., an optical engineering and software consulting firm. He occasionally substitute teaches in the
public schools. George and wife Diane are proud
grandparents of seven.
David Geib (Los Angeles, CA) has been a
Catholic priest for 41 years, mostly as college
chaplain at different PAC 10 schools. At Cornell,
classmates would have known him as Bill, but
David is his Dominican Friar name. He is currently
Catholic chaplain at Occidental College. Doris
Grayson Kitson returned to full-time work in
quality assurance for Management Information
Systems, a New York City agency. She is proud of
grandson Kirk, 8, who composes piano music and
was in the finals of the New York State PTA competition. Cynthia Raymond retired in January
2008 to pursue personal interests and do independent travel consulting. Last year she joined
friends and family of Dr. Marv Rubinstein ’44 for
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of High Road Gallery, a nonprofit art gallery. She
enjoys travel and in 2008 visited the Galápagos
Islands, Croatia, and Chautauqua, NY. Carol says
that Chautauqua is her idea of paradise. It must
be special! Her fondest Cornell memories were the
beauty of the campus and the fact that she had
time to read.
Thank you again for all the mail. It makes
writing so much easier, so keep the letters coming
to Doug and me. Be sure to check our website.
Larry Wheeler does us proud as our webmaster
(http:/www.cornell61.org). c Joanna McCully,
joannacelticlady@aol.com; Doug Fuss, dougout@
attglobal.net.
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his 85th birthday party at Yosemite National
Park. His son Jon Rubinstein ’78, ME ’79, was a
member of the iPod creative team. Please send
news! c Nancy Bierds Icke, 12350 E. Roger Rd.,
Tucson, AZ 85749; e-mail, icke63@gmail.com.
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Okay. This is it. Time is running
out to reserve June 4-7 for our
45th Reunion, so if you haven’t
made plans to attend, please do so ASAP. To
encourage you to sign up, Marcia Goldschlager
Epstein writes, “We hope to see you all at our
45th Reunion! Let’s support chairs Arnie and Mary
Cantor Hammer and Stan Morgenstein by volunteering to help them plan and organize reunion
activities.” Publicity chair Don Allen adds: “But
who needs to be reminded that it will be 45
(count ’em: 45!) years since we were launched out
into the brave new world? The good news is that
we now have the perspective that those 45 years
offered. And what a grand time reunion is to
reflect on it all, sharing memories among friends
in the matchless surroundings of Ithaca this June
4-7. If you’ve been to a reunion, you know how
one goes. If not, try something new. How many
places can we go today and be guaranteed of a
warm and genuine welcome? So, whether your life
is the same, or has recently changed, come to a
friendly place where for four days you will mingle with people who also have the experiences
that so enrich the journey we are all on. You can
see a detail of activities and sign up at our class
website: http://classof64.alumni.cornell.edu.”
Now some news. Lawyer Charles Robinowitz
(Portland, OR) contributed to America’s Olympic
effort last summer by organizing a dinner at the
Olympic Trials in Eugene, OR, for coaches and a
quartet of Cornell’s track-and-field athletes: NCAA
triple-jump champion Muhammad Halim ’08, long
jumper Jeomi Maduka ’09, Morgan Uceny ’07,
and Max King ’02. Guests also included 2008 track
captains Aaron Merrill ’08 and Joan Casey ’08.
Charles also took his two grown sons to see Cornell play Stanford at the NCAA basketball tournament in Anaheim last year.
Michael and Deb Simon Troner (Palmetto Bay,
FL) keep busy. Physician Mike is a medical oncologist in suburban Miami, and Deb is “trying to
spend as much time (as possible) with five grandchildren, including one who lives in the north of
England.” Deb, who seems very satisfied with retirement, also writes, “Can’t wait to fish, dine, tour,
travel, and curl up with a good book.” She also expressed an especially heartfelt sadness at hearing
of the passing of Nancy Alfred Persily last year,
whom she described as “an incredibly loyal friend
and devoted mother who reveled in the joys of life
and faced the heartbreaks of life with grace, dignity, and great humor. What a woman!” Another
physician classmate, Jerome Rubin (Carmel, CA),
writes that he and wife Suellen (Safir) ’65 met
up with Marc Lippman (Ann Arbor, MI) at the San
Antonio, TX, Breast Cancer Symposium in December ’07. George Ecker, MA ’70, still works as a consultant, and in a field that appears right for today:
organizational consulting and training and executive coaching. George reports that he marked his
45th year as a member of the National Ski Patrol
and still sings with the Saengerfest Concert Chorus. He and wife Ruth live in Wellesley, MA.
News is thin this month as we wait for the
returns from our spring News and Dues mailings.
So thin, in fact, that I’m forced to fill space
with a rarity: news from me! I’m very much into
82

retirement, devoting more time to gardening,
house tending, reading, recreation, and especially travel. This past September and October, husband Jim and I spent two-plus weeks traversing
Eastern Europe by train, including six days in Romania, which proved to be a special treat, then
two weeks on a small (12-member) tour of the
Greek Isles, then a week in Athens by ourselves.
Last February, we luxuriated in our go-anytime
freedom by taking Amtrak’s California Zephyr between Chicago and Glenwood Springs, CO, for our
annual Aspen ski vacation. We rode first class
both ways in a sleeper and had a great time, and
highly recommend the trip for the spectacular
scenery once into the Rocky Mountains.
This is the time of year I need more news
from you. So please, ante up. Be sure to respond
to our annual appeal for class dues, visit our
class website, http://classof64.alumni.cornell.
edu, and send me news at home or online at:
blamont64@comcast.net. c Bev Johns Lamont
720 Chestnut St., Deerfield, IL 60015; e-mail,
blamont64@comcast.net.
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As I submit this column in late
December, I begin with some
personal news. Recently things
have been hectic in the Ron Harris household.
Normally, my wife Marcia would be settled in for
the winter in our place in Lake Worth, FL. This
summer, however, we learned that our daughter
Elana and husband Jon Schanzer were expecting
triplets. To say our initial reaction was one of
shock would be an understatement. We got similar reactions when we told our friends and relatives the good news. On December 19 the new
Schanzers came into the world—boys (David and
Zachary) and a girl (Allison). As I write, all three
are progressing well in Neonatal Intensive Care at
George Washington U. Hospital. Marcia will spend
most of the winter at the expanded Schanzer
household in Bethesda, MD.
In the Corrections Dept., we received the following note from Dianne Zimet Newman: “I was
pleased to see my name in the Class of ’65 column, but disappointed that my position was listed as executive director of the YMCA. I’m actually
executive director of the YWCA of Greater Rhode
Island. There’s a big difference, at least here in
New England. Most YMCAs are community centers,
with a gym, pool, etc., that probably host a summer camp and various recreational activities. By
contrast, most YWCAs are social service, advocacy,
and educational organizations that offer services
such as housing for low-income and/or previously
homeless women and families, pre-schools, daycare centers, job-readiness programs, etc. The mission of the YWCA on the national level is,
‘Empowering women and eliminating racism.’ ”
Thank you, Dianne, and our apologies.
In other news, I’m happy to report that our
classmates are doing a better job submitting news
as the Class of 1965 approaches its 45th Reunion
in June 2010. A news release from the American
Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers
(ASABE) announced that it was honoring Robert
Graves, a professor at Penn State U.’s agricultural and biological engineering department, as an
ASABE Fellow in recognition of his leadership accomplishments as an extension and outreach educator. His accomplishments include pioneering
work involving the improvement of agricultural
practices for dairy and livestock housing. As an
ASABE member for almost 40 years, Robert has
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held leadership positions in conferences and has
served as a member of the group’s award and environment committees.
Sharon Plahy Blase (Vineland, NJ) is still an
associate professor at Rutgers U.’s Cook College and
Cumberland County family and community health
sciences educator with Rutgers Cooperative Extension. Her present after-hours activity is traveling—
cruising in Italy and Greece. Proving that it is
never too late to grow educationally, Sharon is a
doctoral candidate in education with a concentration in gerontology and health-focused education.
She would like to hear from Francis Pearsall Craig
and Barbara Ward Goetchius, MAT ’66. Jim Venetos (Darien, CT) is managing director, portfolio
manager at Bear Stearns, a J. P. Morgan company;
this has been a busy time for him. He enjoys listening to live jazz and classical music. Active in
Class of 1965 activities, Jim and wife Natalie are
in touch with many of our classmates. Marco Di
Capua has been serving as counselor for energy
affairs at the US Embassy in Beijing, China. In
this position he had an active role working on
the 2008 Olympics in the areas of nuclear security and achieving a “green” Olympics. Marco and
wife Anne likely will return to California after
completion of the assignment in China.
From beautiful Carmel, CA, Suellen Safir Rubin reports that she works part-time with cancer
patients of husband Jerome ’64 and their daughter Nancy, both oncologists. Suellen also tends her
garden and spends time with their grandchildren,
including Sienna, the second child of daughter
Nancy and husband Richard Farfan. Recognizing
the importance of keeping in shape, Suellen makes
visiting the nearby gym one of her regular activities. She would like to hear from Susan Dublin
Quinn. Francis Stadelberger, MBA ’68 (Winter Park,
FL) moved to Manor Care Nursing in May 2006.
Francis writes that his present job is “being the
master of goodwill to my fellow patients, bringing
smiles and cheers to them.” After hours, he likes
reading historical fiction and biographies. Wilbur
Smith is his favorite author. He also loves gardening and has enjoyed creating a tropical wonderland around the lanai. While living at Manor Care
Nursing is OK, Francis would rather be “walking (!)
and having his own house or apartment.”
We need to hear from you with news about
what is happening with you and your families. As
we approach our 45th Reunion in June 2010, your
classmates want to catch up with fellow members
of the Class of 1965. c Ronald Harris, rsh28@
cornell.edu; Terry Kohleriter Schwartz, TerryKS7@
aol.com; Joan Elstein Rogow, psurutsc@aol.com.
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Travel, weddings, reunions, and
dealing with the ups and downs
of life dominate the news from
our classmates. Bill ’65 and Dorothy Hoffman
Fine (dottyochbill@yahoo.com) bought a 390year lease on an apartment in central Dublin, Ireland. Before they moved in, they took off for their
first trip to Africa. This included a six-day safari
and a seven-day trek up Mt. Kilimanjaro. The
African venture was organized by Steve Krich,
PhD ’72, and daughter Abby ’04, ME ’06. Debra
Kirschner Wolf (Mardebwolf@msn.com) had the
opportunity in Sept ’07 to meet President and Mrs.
Bush along with New York City Mayor Bloomberg
and Schools Chancellor Joel Klein when Debra’s
school, PS 76 in the Bronx, where she teaches literacy, won an award and a million-dollar grant for
excellence. Marty ’63, DVM ’66, and Debra spent
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radio operator Larry Berger was talking to a guy
in a private plane who was headed to MacArthur
Airport on Long Island. Larry thought they might
meet again by chance on a local frequency when
he traveled to Eastern Long Island. Larry then
looked up the pilot on the ham radio database
and discovered he was Walter Gezari, a friend of
Larry’s freshman roommate Paul Goldsmith. Larry has continued the contact by e-mail. Walter
lives in Florida and flies his plane back and forth
to his business in Greenport, which manufactures
equipment used by the military.
Remember you can contact us or a class officer directly, like the above story. c Susan
Rockford Bittker, ladyscienc@aol.com; Deanne
Gebell Gitner,dgg26@cornell.edu; Pete Salinger,
PAS44@cornell.edu.
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Steve Platt, ME ’68 (Port Orange,
FL; steve@stevenplatt.com) owns
and flies “an experimental (amateur-built) Swearingen SX300 aircraft; he’s participated in the Experimental Aircraft Associationsponsored Adventure Cup 500-mile cross-country
Air Race from Mitchell, SD, to Oshkosh, WI. Steve’s
retired from IBM, recalls “hard work and prelims”
from college days, and would like to hear from
Richard Gordon, whom we have with the National
Patent Development Corp. in New Jersey. Class
president Margie Greenberg Smith (Great Neck,
NY; mgsmith13@aol.com) writes, “I’m thrilled to
announce the birth of my granddaughter Shayna
Bennett Smith, named in loving memory of my
husband, Paul Bennett Smith. Shayna’s father is
Brian Smith ’95 and her aunt is Robin Smith ’96.”
Anne Sommers Tucker, BArch ’68 (Ooklawaha,
FL; annetucker@cfl.rr.com) is an architect, managing capital projects for the Marion County, FL, government. She also enjoys dressage riding and
maintaining a small horse farm. She has been showing horses, traveled to Ireland last autumn, and is

‘

(Monroe, IA; vansland@netins.net) is retired, enjoys gardening and walking, traveled recently with
husband Ruard to the Ukraine, and visits their
four grandchildren. She recalls living at the Alpha
Phi house during her junior and senior years. She’d
like to hear from Martha Skelly Remis ’66, who’s
in charge of a quarantine station for the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta, GA.
c Richard B. Hoffman, 2925 28th St. NW, Washington, DC 20008; e-mail, rhoffman@erols.com.
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two weeks in South Africa last summer. They went
on five safaris. Lee and Joan Buchsbaum Lindquist ’68 (lindqbike@aol.com) welcomed their
fourth grandson last May. Logan is the child of
Kevin, MBA ’99, and Annette Harville Lindquist,
MBA ’98. Lee and Joan, avid bicycle riders, biked
and cruised the Danube last July and visited
Prague, Vienna, Bratislava, and Budapest. John
Deasy, MPS ’72 (deasyjjr@aol.com) and wife Konstance McCaffree spend summer and fall at their
camp on a remote lake in the Adirondacks with the
loons, bears, and an occasional moose. Two years
ago they traveled to New South Wales and Sydney,
Australia. It was a beautiful place, but driving on
the left side of the road was a challenge: John
said every time he tried to use the turn signal, he
turned on the windshield wipers.
Thomas Graboys, once cited as one of New
England’s pre-eminent cardiologists, is battling
an aggressive form of Parkinson’s Disease and
progressive dementia. His struggle with this illness was chronicled in the Boston Globe Sunday
Magazine last spring. Although he can no longer
see patients, Tom has written a book called Life
in the Balance to help others with their struggles
in life. Despite the daily challenges in his own
life, he continues to talk to groups as a way of
maintaining his care and concern for others. He
attended a Cornell event in Boston last fall with
other classmates. Gwen Gartland Scalpello
(gscalpello@attglobal.net; Vail, CO) volunteers
on many projects. She works in the Betty Ford
Alpine Gardens and was honored there this past
summer with her own garden. All this as she celebrated the third anniversary of her kidney transplant. She sent a picture of herself on the garden
wearing her Cornell reunion hat. She looks great.
Gwen has been in contact with Jeanne Williams
Powell, an artist whose work can be seen on the
Yellow Barn Studio website.
Andrew and Andrea Riger Potash (Apotash@
distinguished.com) traveled to Ireland for the
wedding of their son Scott ’98 to Siofra Kilroy.
Guests at the wedding included Margie Hoffman
and David Watkins. Andrew and David continue
to build their insurance and business outsourcing
companies and now have more than 500 colleagues in the US and China. Garry and Lynn
Munson and daughter Samantha hosted a Cornell
men’s basketball reunion in Park City, UT, last
summer. ’66ers and families in attendance included Bob and Sharon Berube, Jeff and Jill Konvitz
and daughter Kate, and Bob and Cindy McCready.
Current coach Steve Donahue and Cornell Athletic
Director Andy Noel were also there.
Summer CAU classes attracted a number of
classmates. Alice Katz Berglas, along with Gerald
and Deanne Gebell Gitner, studied the Presidents.
Herb and Perry Convery Krakora were in the Golf
class. And Ken Oettle attended Memoirs while
wife Robin studied Sculpture. The variety of classes offered by CAU reflects the diversity of people
who continue to link themselves to Cornell.
Martin Nankin is the chairman of Field Diagnostic Services Inc. and principal/chief strategist for Polaris Health Directions Inc. (www.
Polarishealth.com). He is currently recruiting engineers and sales staff programmers to fill positions created by an equity investment in FDSI by
Bank of America (www.acrx.com). Between his
two companies, at least ten Cornell students and
graduates have been employed. Answering the
online dues form question, “What would you
rather be doing?” Martin said he would like to be
entering Cornell as a freshman. Last summer, ham
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Reunion chair Henry Siegel was
honored by the American Academy of Actuaries in October with
the 2008 Jarvis Farley Service Award at its annual
meeting in Washington, DC. Henry began volunteering for the Academy in 1984 and was selected
in recognition of his service to the Academy and
the actuarial profession, including his leadership
with the Society of Actuaries, the Actuarial Standards Board, and the Actuarial Society of Greater
New York (where he served as president in 2006).
Currently vice president of New York Life Insurance
Co.’s office of the chief actuary, Henry has 40 years’
experience. Congratulations, Henry! Richard Weir
III (Oyster Bay, NY) has retired, after more than
30 years, from Cornell Cooperative Extension on
Long Island. He is now engaged in horticultural
consulting and enjoys sailing, tennis, croquet, gardening, and volunteering in the community. For
the past six years he has also been teaching in the
Horticultural department on campus for the fall
semester. Marvin Quammen, BArch ’73 (Philadelphia, PA) is a painter. He would like to hear from
Priscilla Noetzel-Wilson and Barbara Polk.
Laura Sevush Langworthy (West Newbury,
MA) owns an interior design business. Many of her
projects are in NYC and New Jersey. She is involved with activities at Phillips Academy, skiing,
visiting her children in New York and Connecticut,
and foreign travel. Laura would like to hear from

Can’t wait to fish, dine, tour, travel,
and curl up with a good book.

’

Deb Simon Troner ’64
a member of Florida Poodle Rescue. She recalls the
“special camaraderie among the Architecture class”
when at Cornell and would like to hear from Nancy Jane Gawlowicz ’69, BArch ’70, located in New
York City (see the online alumni directory for slightly better coordinates, https://directory.alumni.
cornell.edu). Catherine “Trinka” Blaffer Taylor
(Dallas, TX) is in business and a farmer. She visited her daughter Katie in Bilbao, Spain, would
rather be canoeing, recalls swimming in the
gorge, and would like to hear from Cindy Hoover
Stalcup, who’s in the antiques biz in Seattle.
Toby Tucker Hecht (Bethesda, MD; hechtt@
mail.nih.gov) is acting chief, translational research
program, National Cancer Inst., part of the National
Institutes of Health. She’s recently been doing
“work, work, work,” would rather be writing, as
she does write and publish short stories, remembers “my incredible roommates” from Cornell, and
would like to hear from Marcia Ensinger Chernoff
(Rydal, PA), who works for Molecular Biophysics
Technology. Elizabeth Greenslade Vanderploeg

Kathy Dicuia Sherwood and Susan Relin Korn.
Congratulations to Tom Silliman, ME ’70, who received the National Association of Broadcasters’
highest award for contributions to technology in
the industry last April. Tom is CEO of Electronic
Research Inc., the most prominent designer and
manufacturer of antennae and towers in the
broadcasting industry. In the 1970s, Tom developed a design for the patented ROTOTILLER antenna. This circularly polarized FM broadcast
antenna rapidly became a popular choice for FM
stations in the US. Since then, he has been a
consistent innovator in antenna engineering.
Marc Silverman, JD ’72, is a partner at the
law firm of Schiff Hardin in NYC. He serves on the
board of project renewal and the advisory board
of the Humane Society of New York. Marc enjoys
long-distance biking and weightlifting, as well as
spending time with wife Lori and two grandchildren. Daughter Kira ’95 graduated from ILR; her
husband is Ian Geller ’97. Alan Altschuler (New
York, NY) is a professional actor and writer. He is
March | April 2009
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married to Donna Katzin. Last spring, he performed
as Pastor Manders in Ibsen’s Ghosts. He is a board
member and treasurer of the New York Foundation
as well as a board member and treasurer of the
Manhattan Country School. Robert Brandon,
BArch ’69, lives in Boston with wife Carol and is
a senior vice president at SEA Consultants. His extracurricular activities include tennis, swimming,
skiing, and spending time with his granddaughter.
Recently, he traveled to India. He would like to
hear from Dennis Miller, BArch ’69, MA ’73.
Roger Newill, BArch ’69, MRP ’73 (Virginia
Beach, VA) is a practicing architect with the firm
of Roger Fulton Newill PC, where he designs houses. His interests outside work include being a
chief ranger for the Redhead Bay Fish & Wildlife
Service. He would like to hear from his freshman
roommate, Rich Gelber, BArch ’69, MArch ’71. I
look forward to receiving your news! c Mary
Hartman Schmidt, Mary.Schmidt@psflaw.com.
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Our 40th Reunion is just a few
quick months away, and you
won’t want to miss it. Sign up
now. Being at Cornell with old friends makes you
feel like you never left.
When the Northeast Blackout of 1965 began,
Kenneth “Kim” Eike was a basketball team manager, winding ankle wraps in Teagle Hall’s locker
room. Suddenly, the room went black. Feeling his
way out of Teagle’s west door, he saw a totally
dark campus and South Hill lying before him. More
recently, Kim retired and spent a week on campus.
He says, “(I) was blessed with very un-Ithaca-like
weather—no rain, no snow, lots of sun.” Kim
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visited with friends from the ’70s, when he
worked in admissions for the College of Arts and
Sciences. He also took part in lacrosse activities
surrounding the Eamon McEneaney ’77 Memorial Golf Outing. And for the first time, Kim climbed
the bell tower and was rewarded with a duet on
the chimes. He plans to return for the Athletic
Hall of Fame ceremonies when Glen Mueller ’72,
MBA ’74, and John Griffin ’79 are inducted.
David Taube, BArch ’70, has just rotated off the
board of trustees for the Paleontological Research
Institution and Museum of the Earth that is affiliated with Cornell. He is still president and
managing principal of a 50-person architecture
firm, Holt Architects, specializing in higher education and health care. And he also tells us that
he’s enjoying his house on Cayuga Lake.
Although David Zimet is a high school math
teacher, for the past couple of years he and his
son have been developing a catering business in
New Orleans. Nathanial, a classically trained chef,
had worked in a number of New Orleans’s betterknown restaurants. Returning to the city after
Hurricane Katrina, he started a catering business
called Que Crawl and has since served several
movie shoots—some starring well known artists
such as Patti LaBell, Cierra, Jeff Bridges, and Justin
Timberlake. In December, father and son opened
their new restaurant, Boucherie, at 8115 Jeannette
Street (just off of Carrolton) in the River Bend. The
cuisine is Creole with a Continental twist. David
invites us to check out his website, Quecrawl.com.
He also says that New Orleans has recaptured much
of its previous spirit, but is not yet 100 percent
of what it was. “Overall, it’s a good experience to
be there,” says David. He also stays involved with
Cornell through the CAAAN program. Ann Agranoff
catches us up on her family. She teaches English
at Queensborough Community College while her
husband Fred teaches a pre-engineering program
in a high school on Long Island. Their daughter
April, taking a gap year between high school and
college, went to Mexico, mixing volunteer work
with Spanish and art classes.
Training and development consultant Kathleen Jurow (Somerville, MA) fills her “after hours”
with Taiko drumming, ranger and outdoor guiding,
and working toward a doctorate in environmental
studies. Understandably, she answered the question, “What have you been doing lately,” with
“writing papers,” but notes that she would rather
be hiking in any wilderness. Kate’s fondest Cornell
memory is singing the Messiah’s Hallelujah Chorus
out of the bell tower with fellow Savoyards—
something she admits was against the rules. Cranberry farmer and retired banker Richard Poznysz
was elected vice chairman of the board of directors of Ocean Spray Cranberries Inc. Frank, JD
’69, and Deanna Conover Lawatsch reside in New
Jersey, where Deanna is a nutrition educator and
certified diabetes educator at Mountainside Hospital in Montclair. She enjoys golf, reading, travel, and their four grandchildren. In 2008 she and
Frank explored Turkey from Istanbul to Cappadocia. Deanna most fondly remembers the stimulating environment at Cornell and that there was
always something going on, and she still corresponds with her roommate and a few other classmates. Dykema Attorneys named Michael Kurtzon
one of the best lawyers in America for 2009. The
press release states that Michael has provided legal services to the real estate industry for more
than 30 years. He regularly represents both residential and commercial development companies
as well as real estate investors and owners.
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Cornell’s Adult University reports that several
classmates participated in 2008. Carolyn Ugiss Altieri took the Wine and Food course, Richard Erali
took Adult Sailing, Lisa Larson Gordon and Susan
Burlingame LeVangia took Birding, Jack Lewis
took Rowing, and Jim Piersanti took Golf. c
Arda Coyle Boucher, 21 Hemlock Hill Rd., Amherst,
NH 03031; e- mail, aboucher@airmar.com.
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I found some “old” (September
2007!) news from Steven “Wonder” Kross (Lake Lure, NC; golf
doctor1948@yahoo.com). After 12 years on Hilton Head Island, SC, Steven is the owner of the
Antique Hollow Farm Inn at Lake Lure (http://
www.vrbo.com/142223). The inn and guest rooms
have accommodations for 11 with afternoon high
tea served at 5:00 p.m. Dinner is served for special
events such as birthdays, anniversaries, Super Bowl
Sunday, and holidays (i.e., Sadie Hawkins Day,
Bastille Day, and July 4th, etc.). There are superb
mountain views, hiking, biking, and three golf
courses within a five-minute drive, as well as colorful foliage, fine dining, fishing, and the Biltmore
Estate, along with Chimney Rock Park and the
Great Smoky Mountain Railroad. Sounds delightful!
Douglas Wyler (Rockville Centre, NY; dkw8@
cornell.edu) is a veterinarian. In mid-November
2008, Doug and wife Irma (Adelphi U., BS Nurs
’84, MBA ’01) spent a wonderful weekend at Cornell visiting their children Ilana ’09 and Greg ’12.
Ilana’s dance troupe, Shadows, performed for a
fundraising event at Bailey Hall with several other
dance groups. After the performance, they had
dinner with classmate and fraternity brother Gary
Kaye, who happened to be in Ithaca giving a seminar for the WVBR news staff. It was great catching up with Gary and introducing him to two of
their three Cornellians. Oldest son Daniel ’07 lives
in Washington, DC, where he is in his first year
at Georgetown Medical College. In 2007, Daniel
completed a master’s in molecular physiology at
Georgetown U. So, they have their Cornell Hat Trick
and are working harder than ever to stay ahead of
the wave. They couldn’t be happier or more proud
of their children. Doug and Irma have been working together in their veterinary practices and are
still married and crazy about each other!
Artist Andrea Strongwater (astrongwater@
nyc.rr.com) has painted nearly 30 synagogues that
were destroyed during the Holocaust. This project
began a couple of years ago while sorting her deceased mother’s belongings, when she discovered
a French book with thousands of postcards picturing Jewish life before WWII. Andrea started out
with four black and white photos and yet has created vividly colored paintings of the synagogues.
Her goal is to “inspire the imagination” by depicting great cultural centers in their glory and
thus providing a survey of what once existed.
Prints of each painting along with notes about the
synagogue and its community are available. On
December 4, 2008, Andrea spoke about her project, “Old European Synagogues,” at Congregation
Mount Sinai in Brooklyn Heights. You can contact
Andrea, who lives in New York City, via her e-mail
address for further information, and check out the
website as well: http://www.leolicensing.com/
Strongwater/ASJudaica.htm.
It is with sadness that I report the deaths in
early 2008 of Thomas Quinn and Michael Scanlon.
Late last summer and into the early fall, I continued my adventures with CAU by participating
in the magnificent study tour and cruise entitled
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We received a nice note from Caryn
Furst (Greenwich, CT; cmfurst@
verizon.net). She and husband David
moved last year in order to have a better school
system for daughters Shara and Moranda, who are
in their first year of high school. Last summer
her family enjoyed a trip to Marbella, Barcelona,
and Paris to celebrate the girls’ graduation from
middle school. Caryn’s business, Schools First,
provides outsourced public information services
to school districts. She currently works for the
Port Chester, NY, and Wethersfield, CT, school districts. Gayle Yeomans works for New York Life as
first vice president, office of governmental
affairs. She is responsible for directing all state
government relations efforts. Prior to rejoining
New York Life in 2002, Gayle was the chief counsel and secretary to NYS Assembly Minority
Leader John Faso. Additionally, she worked for
the NYS Senate majority as principal counsel for
health, housing, and Medicaid and served as
counsel to Minority Leader Pro Tempore Kemp
Hannon in the NYS Assembly. Gayle attended
New York U. School of Law.
In June, Debbie Korenblatt Matz (dmatz893@
cox.net) left her job as executive vice president
and chief operating officer of Andrews Federal
Credit Union to work on the Obama campaign. She
was on the executive committee of the Obama Urban and Metropolitan Policy Committee working
with battleground states and is now on the economic transition team. She writes, “My husband,
Marshall, is still practicing law in D.C. and very active in Democratic politics. My two kids are doing
well. Daughter Hayley, 27, is a press secretary on
Capitol Hill, and son Peter, 22, does marketing for
a privately held holding company in California. Life
is good! I keep in close touch with Laurie BerkeWeiss, Sandy Livingston Goldberg, Lynn Goldstein Silverstein, Beth Shapiro Stroul, and Carolyn
Jacobson ’72.” Kenneth Knopf (kenkmfd@yahoo.
com) is a dentist who loves to go fishing. John
Mayorchak Jr. is a senior environmental engineer.
Other duespaying classmates include Gerry Eichner, Richard Keyser, and Thomas Simmonds
(Thomas.simmonds@safra.com).

This past summer Neil Blaser (son of Don and
Susan Stauffer Blaser) and Lauren Glasky (daughter of Joel and Bonnie Wolfman Glasky ’73)
were among the many talented high school students who attended the Cornell Summer College
Program. The Summer College is a program for
high school students who have completed their
sophomore, junior, or senior year and have the
academic ability, maturity, and intellectual curiosity necessary to undertake college-level work.
Summer College students take college courses
and earn college credits.
During Thanksgiving weekend several of our
classmates attended the traditional Sy Katz Parade on 5th Avenue. New York Governor David Paterson shared Grand Marshall duties with Susan
Murphy ’73, PhD ’94 (Cornell’s vice president for
student and academic affairs) and led the parade
from St. Patrick’s Cathedral to the Cornell Club
on E. 44th Street. The parade was founded by
Seymour “Sy” Katz ’31 in 1972 to celebrate the
Big Red Marching Band. Others in attendance included Jan Rothman, Richard Warshauer, Dale
Cohen, Gilda Klein Linden, Andrew Tisch, and
Jerry Day, MBA ’78. The band played a concert
outside the Cornell Club, ending with the Alma
Mater. After the parade our classmates attended
a buffet dinner at the Cornell Club.
Donald Woo (dw40@cornell.edu) lives in
Hong Kong with wife Matsuko. Don’s three children also live in Hong Kong, having been in the
States for college and work the past decade or so.
He has one granddaughter, 1; his mom, who has
lived in San Francisco for the past 30 years, has
also moved back to Hong Kong. Don stays in touch
with Charles Leung (charles@coe.com.cn), who
owns and operates a successful furniture manufacturing company with production facilities in China. Charles lives in Hong Kong; the factory is
located in Huizhou. His elder daughter was recently
married. Charles has been in the furniture business ever since he graduated from Cornell in Mechanical Engineering. Don is also in contact with
Roy Olsson (Bangkok, Thailand), who runs his
own hospitality consultancy. Roy is also owneroperator of a few boutique hotels in the region.
He settled in Bangkok to start his own business
after spending a career leading global chains like
Sheraton and the Accor Group. David Hall writes
that his youngest daughter, Melissa, blessed the
family with their first grandchild, Leahna. This
gives Dave and spouse Diane even more incentive
to leave Colorado during the winter and visit Ft.
Lauderdale. Dave’s other daughter, Jennifer,
moved to Albuquerque and now produces the
10:00 News for the ABC TV station there.
We are always happy to hear from you and
receive your news. Please contact us by e-mail.
c Linda Germaine-Miller, lg95@cornell.edu; and
Matt Silverman, mes62@cornell.edu.
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Things have certainly moved at
lightning speed in the world
around us. Since my last column
six months ago, the nation elected Barack Obama
as its 44th President in the middle of one of the
most chaotic economic times since the Great
Depression. Banks, insurance companies, Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac, and giant Wall Street financial firms failed or have come to the edge of collapse, forcing Congress to allocate hundreds of
billions of dollars to bail out these entities. The
housing market bubble burst—leading to massive
numbers of home foreclosures—the US automotive

industry teeters on the brink of extinction (along
with millions of jobs), and billions of dollars were
lost in the largest “Ponzi” scheme anyone could
imagine. Personally, I can do without this kind of
excitement. Let’s hope the new administration in
Washington can accomplish the Herculean task of
turning around the economy this year.
Paul Stupinski is VP of MW Industries in
Rhode Island. MW is a manufacturer of springs and
precision-machined components. Paul is responsible for marketing and acquisitions. He tries to
spend as much free time as possible with his family, including son Jack ’10. Jack and wife Angela
have lived in Rhode Island since 1998, but he
could be termed a corporate “gypsy” with previous
stops in Minnesota, Boston, Europe, Virginia, Texas,
and Illinois. Will Fudeman is an acupuncturist/
social worker in private practice in Ithaca. After
hours, he is a singer/songwriter who occasionally performs original songs, often for progressive
causes. At an event sponsored by the Progressive
Democrats of America, kicking off the “Healthcare
Not Warfare” campaign, Will performed his parody, “Imagine You’ve Got Healthcare.” The thing
Will remembers most about Cornell is living with
good friends, sharing dinners every night, singing,
hiking, and swimming together.
Anthony Provenzano, MD ’76, is an oncologist
in New Rochelle and teaches students from Columbia Medical School. Tony spends his “after hours”
golfing and sampling fine wines. He wishes he had
more free time to travel to Europe. He would like
to hear from Drew Carlson ’70. The one thing Tony
remembers most fondly from Cornell is the Hot
Truck. Speaking of the Hot Truck, its owner,
Robert Petrillose, passed away in December. Bryce
Hoffman (bth25@cornell.edu) of the Cornell Chronicle announced that they plan to include a feature
obituary on “Hot Truck Bob” in the next issue of
Ezra magazine and would love to include the voices of alumni who knew him well. Bryce is certain
that many, many alumni will connect to and be
interested in his unique Cornell story. Also, if anyone has pictures, either recent or historical, Bryce
would be interested in those as well. For those
interested, memories etc. are also being posted
on the Facebook page dedicated to Hot Truck
Bob. Evidently Bob’s granddaughter broke the
news of his passing there.
We regret to report the sad news that Rex
Williams, a Tacoma businessman, died last March
in a skydiving accident. Rex owned and operated
the family-run Williams Properties, known for its
collection of vintage buildings. He is survived by
wife Frances and three children. Rex died in Texas
after an afternoon jump. The Associated Press reported that his main and reserve parachutes did
not open. Rex, who had begun training in November 2007, was making his ninth jump. He was
moving toward retirement and taking more time
for travel and adventure, including climbing Mt.
Kilimanjaro, his family said. Our deepest condolences to the Williams family.
Two classmates were enshrined into the Cornell Athletic Hall of Fame during ceremonies held
on November 7 on campus. Don Jean, MBA ’73,
was honored for his play as a defensive back from
1969-71. Don was named to the Coaches All-Ivy
first team and the Associated Press All-Ivy first
team in 1971 when Cornell tied with Dartmouth
for the Ivy Championship. He tied for the team
lead in interceptions in 1971 and was the recipient of the Cornell Football Coaches Award for
most consistency throughout a career in which he
earned three varsity letters. As a teammate of
March | April 2009
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Heaven and Earth in the Ancient Aegean. We were
led by geologist and Cornell president emeritus
Frank H.T. Rhodes, who taught us about the land
formations we were visiting, and professor in
Christian studies and chair of the Dept. of Philosophy Scott MacDonald, who taught us about
the ancient religions of the area. We visited Mycenean, Doric, Athenian, Roman, and Byzantine sites
and cities in both Turkey and Greece, including the
wonderful cities of Athens and Istanbul. The group
of travelers was fun and most congenial, which
made the trip even more enjoyable. Dianne Hall
Sanford ’70, MS ’73, and husband Jeb were along
on the Aegean journey as well. They live in
Boston, VA; their son Scott David Kelly ’02 graduated from Arts and Sciences. Once the official
CAU trip was completed, I stayed in Athens for
several days with my “Greek family” from my high
school days as an American Field Service exchange
student in the summer of 1965. It is always a
pleasure and a blessing to be reunited with
friends from so many years ago! Speaking of reunions, remember that our 40th Reunion will be
Thursday through Sunday, June 10-13, 2010! Be
sure to mark your calendars and plan to attend.
c Connie Ferris Meyer, 16 James Thomas Rd.,
Malvern, PA 19355; e-mail, cfm7@cornell.edu.
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Don’s on the 1968 freshman football team I can
honestly say that Don’s talents as a defensive back
stood out from the first time he stepped onto the
practice field. Glen Mueller, MBA ’74, was a twotime lacrosse All-American, capturing third team
honors as a senior and honorable mention accolades as a junior. He was selected to receive the
team’s Joe Phillip Memorial Award for the person
who most contributed to the overall team effort
in 1972. A three-time letterman and team captain
as a senior, Glen was part of a legendary team
that earned a combined 34-4 record (18-0 in the
Ivy League) with three Ivy League titles, as well
as capturing the first-ever NCAA lacrosse championship in 1971. He ended his career with 55 goals
and 42 assists, posting at least 30 points in each
campaign. Glen also lettered three times for the
Big Red basketball team.
Cornell’s Outdoor Education program named its
annual giving fund the Moriah Fund to honor its
founding director, David Moriah, BS ILR ’73.
David’s vision was to provide an “oasis” where Cornell students could have leadership experiences in
the outdoors. The fund will provide direct financial assistance to COE and the students it serves.
In praising David, Todd Miner, the Lindseth Director of Cornell Outdoor Education, said, “Thirty-five
years after he served as a catalyst for COE’s formation, David continues to contribute his energy and
experiences, helping to keep alive his vision of
the program as the finest collegiate outdoor program in the free world.” The Moriah Fund ensures
that Dave’s founding vision and spirit continue to
be integral to COE. My name is Alex Barna and I
approve this message. Send news to: c Alex Barna, ab478@cornell.edu; Carol Fein Ross, hilltop
80@aol.com; or Gary Rubin, glrubin@aol.com.
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I am ready to predict exclusively
in the Alumni News that by the
time this column is published,
the federal government’s investments in American
industry will be so profitable that not only will
the recession end, but taxes will become unnecessary. Otherwise, I’ll be joining the rest of you
selling apples near the bus station—and will have
a story of gritty determination to tell my grandchildren, should I ever have any.
Last summer we received a visit from former
roommate Marc Kenton, PhD ’81, and wife Lorry,
who were here in the Northwest and looked us up.
Since it was a warm evening we invited them to
join our group of middle-aged suburban emptynesters at a downtown biker bar. None of us is a
biker, but that’s no reason to be closed-minded.
Marc is a private pilot as well as a consulting engineer. As a Prius early-adopter and former Physics
major, I wanted to discuss the various new developments in energy technology (hoping to recreate
those late-night Risley debates on string theory),
but I found that switching to English as a sophomore has had permanent consequences. Or maybe
the music was too loud. In any case, I can’t really
report to you what big breakthrough he’s working
on, but I’m convinced it deserves federal funding.
Another roommate, Mark Doman, monitors ski area
and amusement ride safety for the State of Michigan and in his off hours works on ropeway transportation and wind generators. He and wife Jane
Allen are hosting an exchange student from Egypt,
and have a daughter interning on Vashon Island,
WA, where they ran into Jim Bechtold during a recent visit. Marc K. reminded me of the time I was
at the wheel of Mark D.’s Thunderbird as the three
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of us drove in shifts from Ann Arbor to Galveston
in 1973, when I decided to lower all the electric
windows at once to wake everyone up and blew
the fuses. As I said, English has consequences.
Other news: Craig Peterson (Pittsford, NY)
reports that son Kyle ’07, BS ’06, graduated from
ILR, and daughter Katie ’09 is in CALS. That completes the set. Bjorn Hanson (New York, NY) retired from PricewaterhouseCoopers and has moved
from the adjunct faculty to the full-time faculty of
the NYU Tisch Center for Hospitality, Tourism, and
Sports Management. He remembers being surprised
as an NYU PhD student how young the freshmen
were. Now that he’s back, he can’t believe how
young their parents are. Anne McComb (Leverett,
MA) lives with husband David Glazier. She stopped
working after a car accident in 2001, but rides her
horse Madison, listens to books on tape, keeps the
house in order, and visits with senior citizens, almost all of whom, she reports, are related to her
Leverett-native husband. She enjoyed the June
reunion (I’m proud to say my multi-message LED
Class of ’73 personal fan still works) and sends
greetings to Andy and Beth, Frank, and Ann.
Susan Arones has moved to Orange County,
CA, with fiancé Rob Ryan and continues working as
an art therapist and psychotherapist. Martin Root,
PhD ’99, and wife Constance live in Boone, NC,
where Martin is an assistant professor of nutrition
at Appalachian State U. Christine (Dickieson)
(Gloversville, NY) lives with spouse David Pesses,
who remains a true country doctor. Chris works in
the library, teaches at the Hebrew school, and occasionally does community theater. They have three
daughters: one in Brazil, one in Chicago, and one
at Yale Law. Ann Prezyna lives on a houseboat in
Seattle with husband Gordon Lewis. She works as
criminal enforcement counsel for the EPA; her coworkers include Meg Silver ’76. She volunteers
with Sea Shepherd saving sharks and restoring
habitat, and escapes the relentless Northwest drizzle at her Arizona ranch, raising wild and heritage
breed turkeys. Sunil Lamba lives in New Delhi
with spouse Nutan. Older son Dhruv is 28 and has
been in the family catering business for six years;
younger son Divij ’09 is enrolled in Arts. Sunil has
been in touch with Hotel classmate Ashok Khanna who runs a hotel/spa in the Himalayas.
Greg Page (New York, NY) is a contract attorney; he awaits the day when his four years of Cornell instruction in Cambodian will come in handy.
(As a talk show host who parsed Chaucer in Middle English, I feel your pain.) He still follows the
Cornell womens’ track and field and cross-country
teams—when he’s not busy parenting daughters
Victoria and Elizabeth, who attend Stuyvesant High
School in NYC. If fellow tracksters Jean Osborn or
Kathie Young Arnold ’76 are out there, Greg wants
to hear from you. Bonnie (Wolfman) (New York,
NY) lives with her husband of 30 years, Joel
Glasky ’71. She joined IBM when the calligraphy
was barely dry on the diploma and is still there.
Their big news is that daughter Lauren has been
accepted into the Cornell Class of 2013, which sets
her up to graduate in time for Mom and Dad’s 40th
Reunion. Her tenth reunion will be their 50th!
Surely that deserves a plaque somewhere on campus. Bonnie’s a member of SDT, which was a formidable presence at the last reunion, and stays in
touch with SDTers Lynn Edelstein Heymont, Joan
Tompkins Lifson, Paula Smith Avioli, Carrie
Gluckson Gale, and Andrea Paretts Ascher ’74.
Carol Worman Nolan is officially retired, but
consults in Boston and teaches a Web-based class
in bioprocess engineering. Son Paul has transferred
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to U. of Miami in search of warmer weather, and
spent the summer teaching English in Tampico,
Mexico. Son Scott works with a consulting company in San Francisco. Carol attended the Republican convention as an alternate supporting Mike
Huckabee and got a picture with the candidate.
As for our own family saga, wife Patricia (Miller)
’72 continues to volunteer with Ten Thousand Villages and the Seattle Children’s (formerly Children’s
Hospital) Guild. Daughter Caitlin is an energy conservation associate with Seattle City Light, and
older daughter Emilie, after two years in the Peace
Corps in Niger and a year decompressing at home,
is in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, using her French as a
sustainability officer for a cocoa trading company. I’ve been employed in radio for 35 years now,
still maintaining an oasis of calm amid the sandstorm that is talk radio. I covered both party conventions (I couldn’t score Mike, but I got a picture
with Katie Couric) and I will admit that being on
Radio Row with 500 other talk hosts shouting into
microphones has made me wonder if I shouldn’t
have stuck with Physics.
That’s all for this month. I would only observe
that our class is at that stage where we run the
world, and so I have to think there is a lot more
news that you could be reporting—stuff that would
make Barbara Walters raise both eyebrows—and yet
many of you are either unwilling to own up or are
saving it for a tell-all memoir. And how come none
of you will admit to being economists? There were
at least 100 other freshmen in that 8:00 Econ 101
class in Hollister Hall. If you’re worried about privacy, let me reassure you that I subscribe to the
time-honored tradition that what’s published in the
Class of ’73 column stays in the Class of ’73 column. c David Ross, dave@daveross.com; Phyllis
Haight Grummon, phg3@cornell.edu.
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Though central New York is no
longer considered the epicenter of
most classmates’ universes—
except for occasional reunions—some of us still
live here, work here, and find that life is good
here, especially if one likes snow. As I write, we
have plenty of the white stuff (known locally as
“lake effect”), with more on the way. Irene Ovitt
Werner lives in nearby Fayetteville, NY, with husband Fred ’72, ME ’75. She works as an emergency
room physician and enjoys sailing, hiking, and
quilting in her spare time. On a recent mission to
Romania, Irene was active in presenting programs
for middle school teachers aimed at character
education and the prevention of AIDS. Irene
fondly remembers the friends she made at Cornell
through the InterVarsity Christian Fellowship and
would like to hear from Claudia Wight Nill.
Janice Chiavetta Pericak (Brant, NY) and husband Philip helped organize and host their daughter Julianne’s wedding on a perfect summer day
last July. Friend and former roommate Charlene
Fisher Baxter, MPS ’82, and husband Douglas traveled from New London, NH, to attend the nuptials.
Donald Collins (Canandaigua, NY) sent a business
card with the largest number of contact points
(faxes, phone numbers, e-mail addresses, etc.) that
I have yet seen as a class correspondent. Perhaps
this is because Don works full-time as assessor for
the Town of Canandaigua, part-time as assessor
for the Town of East Bloomfield, and part-time as
a general appraiser. His extracurricular projects include “developing a website for real property/
building inspection, soils, and aerial photography.”
He also enjoys fishing and gardening.
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remembers “the long walks that awakened the
senses to sun, wind, and snowflakes.”
Russ Kranich (Orlando, FL) lives with wife
Donna and works as senior director, resort operations for Marriott Vacation Club Int’l. Russ’s card
also has a large number of contact points (phone
numbers, etc.) and perhaps the greatest number
of hotel chain logos that I have yet seen. In addition to work and travel, he enjoys going to his
two daughters’ gymnastics tournaments. Russ remembers the great times at Kappa Sigma, the Hotel school, and the Chapter House. He would most
like to hear from Denny Copeland ’72 and wishes he had more time for boating and golfing. Owner of the Glenwood Pines Restaurant in Ithaca,
Ken Hohwald lives in Lodi, NY, with wife Debbie.

‘

Management. He enjoys writing books and thinks
about the good times at Cornell and about someday living in Colorado.
My Cornell roommate Christine Curran Williams lives around the D.C. Beltway in Potomac,
MD. Until a few months ago, four of her five family members were attending college at the same
time—talk about tuition issues! Chris (ccwilliams@
aol.com) has completed the distance program in
dietetics at Kansas State U., converting her lifelong interest into her new profession as a registered dietician. Husband Keith has retired from
Watson Wyatt after 27 years as a pension actuary.
Their children attend East Coast colleges, with Kelly completing a BS/MS in occupational therapy at
Ithaca College, Elizabeth a junior majoring in math
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Much farther afield, Thomas Boyd (Chichester,
UK) reports that he has retired from teaching science and computing in English boarding schools for
students ages 8-18. He lists as an after-hours activity “encouraging the use of Open Office, including its free database,” and suggests that folks check
it out at: www.sheepdogssoftware.co.uk. Thomas
has enjoyed traveling with CAU and fondly remembers the several summers that followed his time at
Cornell when he worked for the Ithaca Fire Dept.
Daniel Fried lives with wife Olga Karpiw in Washington, DC, where he serves as Assistant Secretary
of State for Europe and Eurasia. He fondly remembers beer for one dollar a pitcher at the Palms
in Collegetown and says “I wish” to the notion of
having time for extracurricular activities. Instead
he is busy “responding to bad decisions by Russia’s
leaders.” Kate Dubina Seawell reports that she
would most like to hear from any of the folks with
whom she studied Russian Lit. Kate lives in Mobile, AL, with husband Henry and works as an adjunct instructor in visual arts at the U. of Southern
Alabama. She was recently honored as artist of the
year by the Greater Mobile Area Arts Council. Kate’s
paintings are inspired by botanical gardens and the
“luscious plant forms and imagery found there.”
A press release from Cornell Architecture
Alumni Magazine notes that architect Gil Rosenthal, BArch ’75, FAIA, represented the US in a
world forum on social housing in Copenhagen.
Rosenthal, a principal at Wallace Roberts and
Todd, was selected for his work revitalizing distressed public housing in 40 American cities. Gil
has also contributed a chapter called “The Role
of Design in Redevelopment” to an upcoming
ABA (American Bar Association) planning guide
on “Redevelopment: Planning, Law, and Project
Implementation.” Judith Di Maio lives in New
York City and works as dean of the School of Architecture & Design at New York Inst. of Technology. She still practices architecture and is doing
research for a book on the architecture of Italy
and the Roman Empire. Among her destinations,
Judith has traveled to China, Hong Kong, Libya,
Jordan, Egypt, and the UAE. She fondly remembers
Judy Holliday, Howard Bullock and his office, and
Colin Rowe from her time at Cornell.
Marianne Stein Kah (Houston, TX) lives with
husband Jeff Coe and continues in her position as
chief economist for Conoco Phillips Inc. As of October, she reported that they were still cleaning up
after Hurricane Ike, but glad that Jeff’s sailboat had
survived a 20-foot storm surge. Marianne enjoys
collecting Native American art and would rather
be building a house in New Mexico. Carlton Watson checks in from West Los Angeles and describes
his current day job as “boss of certain dealings at
Siegel & Associates.” He would rather be “making
a million a week, or more frequently $100,000 an
hour.” (That does sound pretty good.) Carlton is engaged as a singer and songwriter after hours and
would like to hear from George Kirton. Colleen
McGinn McAleer (Seattle, WA) is the owner of a
Gymboree franchise, the mother of two Cornellians,
and a member of the advisory board for the College of Human Ecology. She lives with husband Bill
’73, MBA ’75, and would like to do more traveling.
Colleen has been learning more about state, local,
and city government; she serves as a community
council member, as co-chair of Powerful Schools,
and as a state representative for the new State
of Washington bridge. (A quick search on Google
shows that there is much discussion of how best
to replace the aging floating bridge SR 520 in
Seattle.) Of her days at Cornell, Colleen fondly

I found that switching to English
as a sophomore has had permanent
consequences.

’

He enjoys reading, going to Cornell football games,
and vacationing in the Poconos, and notes that he
would like to be playing even more golf. Florence
Higgins, DVM ’81 (Rush, NY) lives with husband
John Lebens and works as a relief veterinarian for
a small animal clinic. She enjoys running 5Ks and
playing disc golf while walking her three dogs, including a Border collie puppy named Gryffindor.
Jerry Neuwirth is a partner in Retina Consultants
PC and the director of ophthalmology at Hartford
Hospital in Hartford, CT. He and wife Naomi, a
psychiatric social worker, enjoy spending time with
their three children, ages 16-24. Last Christmas
they took a safari to Tanzania. Jerry reports that
he has a great family and a wonderful job. Here
endeth this class column for the time being. Please
send your news to: c Betsy Moore, emoore@
cazenovia.edu; Steve Raye, spr23@cornell.edu;
or Bill Howard, billhoward@comcast.net.
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Having been a class correspondent since our graduation in 1975
and moved to northern Virginia in
the backyard of our nation’s capital the day I finished my MPA at Syracuse U. in 1976, I am continually learning of Cornellians who have also settled in the Washington, DC, area. Jonathan ’71,
JD ’74, and Ruth Zafren Ruskin reside in nearby
Falls Church, writing that they’ve enjoyed relaxing
at Martha’s Vineyard during the summer. Ruth (ruth
ruskin@aol.com) is a psychotherapist in private
group practice. Her extracurricular activities include serving as president of a family foundation
that supports sustainable energy, community services for the elderly and at-risk youth, and mental
health services to all populations. She has fond
memories of good times with friends and roommates at her Stewart Avenue house and would
love to hear from Teri Smith Freas, so please
pass the word. Another classmate in the area is
Burke, VA, resident Andrew Giacomini (ALG39@
Cornell.edu). Having completed his PhD in organization and management, Andrew is currently
deputy group chief, strategy and evaluation
group, National Counterterrorism Center Mission

David Ross ’73
at Barnard College in NYC, and Matthew ’12 a
freshman Engineering student.
Creativity certainly abounds among our classmates! Kathryn Ganss Grillo designs incredible
theatrical costumes as a staff member of the U.
of North Carolina School of the Arts and as a
freelance designer/draper for opera and ballet
companies. Her work is both her hobby and her
pleasure—she loves it! Recent productions have
been as varied as the Alice in Wonderland ballet
with lobster and dodo costumes, to The Light in
the Piazza featuring 1950s fashions from Florence,
Italy. Kathryn and husband Henry ’74 live in
Winston-Salem. This year they returned to Ithaca where she was excited to meet up with Peggy Cangilos-Ruiz (fellow Kit Kat Club girl in the
1972 Octagon production of Cabaret at Cornell)
at a graduation event hosted by Kris Rupert ’74
and John Foote ’74. Kathryn would love to hear
from Jill Perzley Card and Jeff Christian ’73, so
send that e-mail today to KEGrillo@bellsouth.net.
Jewelry designer Helen Wekstein LeBrecht, JD
’81 (Waccabuc, NY) works with crystals, fossils,
and cut stones, a signature borne out of her background as a mineralogist from her graduate school
years at Harvard. Helen travels frequently to enjoy
golfing in beautiful locations such as Banff, Punta Espada, Mt. Stowe, and Mt. Tremblant, but she’s
also passionate about skiing, yoga, working out,
and walking. Friends, especially Barbara Riggs,
are asked to contact Helen at coeur3@mac.com.
Another creative soul is architect Lennard
Roberts, BArch ’76 (lnnrdrbrts@rcn.com). His architectural firm in Framingham, MA, is thriving
as they enter their third year with such unique
commissions as the restoration of a Greek revival
ship captain’s house in Westport Point, MA, a
gourmet shop in downtown Boston, and a restaurant in Wellesley. Lennard and wife Christine
planned a trip to Ithaca at Cornell Homecoming
2008 to see the restoration of Theta Delta Chi and
celebrate their first anniversary touring the wonderful Finger Lakes wineries. Congratulations to
Dr. George Holz (holzg@upstate.edu) upon his
faculty appointment as professor of medicine at
SUNY Upstate Medical U. in Syracuse, NY. George
March | April 2009
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has spent the past ten years working at New York
U. School of Medicine in New York City and is
now setting up a new diabetes research center in
Syracuse. He’d like to be in touch with Dennis
Ling. We also extend our congratulations to
David Fischell, PhD ’80, who was elected to the
Cornell Board of Trustees in summer 2008, furthering his close ties to Cornell, where daughter
Erin ’10 is a junior in Mechanical Engineering.
David (drfischell@exit108.com) resides in Fair
Haven, NJ, with wife Sarah (Thole) ’78, ME ’79,
and enjoys road biking and photography. He is
currently CEO with Angel Medical Systems.
Madeline Ginzburg (msgdmd@earthlink.net)
is a dentist in the NYC metro area. Daughter
Leslie Delfiner ’07 will graduate from the Weill
Cornell Medical School in 2011, and twins Mathew and Alexander will be Penn ’10 grads. Doctors
and a Billings, MT, woman have played a major
role in the life of Peter Thoung (Seattle, WA;
kthoung@earthlink.net), as he was the recipient
of a donor kidney, ending his longtime need for
three-times-a-week dialysis. Peter is most grateful for this gift that has changed his life in a very
positive manner. Bruce and Susan Whiting Van
Dusen (Brooklyn, NY; smwhiting@gmail.com) ask
that friend Bob Morris check in and catch up on
shared Cornell memories. Abby Nash (Ithaca, NY;
asn6@Cornell.edu) has started a gastronomic tour
business, which sounds like a great way to spend
a vacation! Abby fills his days as an antique dealer and working out, loving what he’s doing. He’s
also an instructor with Cornell’s Adult University.
Several of our classmates participated in CAU in
summer 2008, including Fran Rosenberg Cogen
(Jane Austen), Esther Rose (Intermediate Photography), Daniel Schwartzberg (Mozart), Irene
Corvinus (Wine and Food) and husband Nick
(Golf), and Mary Kate Owens (Memoirs).
Like so many of us, Joel Helmrich, MBA ’76
(jbjrh@aol.com) writes that he fondly recalls late
night runs to the Hot Truck and many, many late
nights at the Nines and the Chapter House. He
looks forward to being in touch with Paul
D’Onofrio, JD ’78, Ray Kowalski, Rocky Loar, and
Bob Johnstone ’76, so guys, please get in touch
in advance of our 2010 reunion, which is rapidly
approaching. When not working as a partner at
the law firm of Meyer, Unkovic & Scott in Pittsburgh, Joel enjoys spending time with wife Barbara, and dreams of sitting on the beach reading
a book. A bit more ambitious in her activities,
Michelle Lissner Beadle (michelleb@cjfm.org)
left her home city of New Orleans to cruise the
wilds of Alaska, touring Glacier Bay, Juneau, Sitka, Ketchikan, and Seattle, and hopes to someday cruise around the world. She’s also been busy
preparing for her daughter’s March 2009 wedding.
When not touring, Michelle is the southeast regional representative for CJF Ministries.
In these days of uncertain economics, Roslyn
Goldmacher (Westbury, NY; roz-goldmucher@
hilc.org) may be a good resource. She is president/
CEO of GNYDC, a statewide economic development
organization making long-term, low-cost, low down
payment second mortgage loans to businesses and
nonprofit groups acquiring or refinancing their facilities. She’s deeply involved with financial market issues and SBA 504 loan programs funded by
bond sales. Roslyn also serves on numerous national, state, and local boards of business, trade,
and philanthropic entities. When not dealing with
dollars, Roz would rather be vacationing in Disneyland, and dreams of sitting in front of the
Straight eating chocolate chip cookies and just
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watching people. Wendy Bittner and Maureen
Mintzer are asked to take note of Roslyn’s email
address and be in touch.
We’d love to hear about what you’ve been
doing since you were last in touch. Send your
news to: c Joan Pease, japease1032@aol.com;
Deb Gellman, dsgellman@hotmail.com; Karen
DeMarco Boroff, boroffka@shu.edu; or Mitch
Frank, mjfgator@aol.com.
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Greetings, classmates! Because we
write this column a few months in
advance of publication, it is
sometimes hard to think of how to say hello, not
knowing what has transpired in the last three
months. Just hoping this finds us all happy,
healthy, and heading in good directions.
Greg Meyers (Johnstown, NY) is the senior
pastor of Fulmont Community Church. He graduated from Dallas Theological Seminary in 1986 and
has been a pastor in three churches over 22 years.
He plays ice hockey, tours Civil War sites and battlefields, and enjoys gardening with wife Lori;
they have children ages 24, 21, and 17. Greg
fondly remembers learning to skate in Lynah Rink
and falling in love with the music of the Allman
Brothers Band. Nancy Tepper (New York, NY) is an
export/int’l sales manager of petrochemicals. She
enjoys choral singing in three groups in NYC, performing in freelance jobs in the Metropolitan area.
She traveled to Portugal, took courses in singing
and conducting over the summer, and enjoyed visiting campus to attend a wedding in Sage Chapel.
Karen Salsgiver Coveney collaborated with John
Foote ’74 to write the true story Touchdown: The
Story of the Cornell Bear: “A real live bear made its
first appearance on the Cornell sporting scene in
1915 and was followed by three other bears. These
bears—flesh and blood, honey-loving, mischievous, and at times ill-tempered—have given Cornellians the tradition of the Big Red Bear.”
“I may be the newest ‘older’ mom in the
class,” writes Deanna Raih, JD ’79 (Brentwood,
TN), “though the way technology is going I doubt
I will eventually be the oldest. My husband and I
had a baby on Feb. 1, ’08—Miranda Kathleen Ewing, the miraculous product of a lot of scientific
help. She was 10 years in the making! We are
thrilled, and tired. So while my classmates are seeing their children graduate from college, I am
changing diapers. Home on leave from my job as
general counsel at a Nashville healthcare company where my husband is the VP of finance. After
a year, we will both work part-time and job-share
Miranda’s care. What a great world we live in; none
of this would have happened in the 1970s. Hi to
the Dean of Students staff—I could not have gone
to law school without those head resident jobs!”
Richard Gruberg ’77 wrote to report the passing of Bruce Laskin, a very talented and wellknown engineer in the wireless industry. A serial
entrepreneur, Bruce was a founder or principal in
a number of successful ventures including Ex
Machina, AirMedia, RTS Wireless, and Aether Systems. Bruce was a pioneer in the development of
wireless messaging gateway technology and led
teams responsible for many of today’s most widely used cellular data and mobile Internet applications. He lectured widely on issues relating to the
development of wireless data infrastructure and
had worked as a member of numerous wireless
industry standards groups.
Many talented high school students attended the 2008 Cornell University Summer College
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Program, including children of our classmates:
William, JD ’76, and Elyse Gellman Greenbaum
sent son David, while John and Marjorie Ellenbogen Danciger sent son Nathaniel.
Brian Boland (Charlotte, NC) writes, “These
days I am up to my eyeballs in work (as I hope I
will be going forward) in connection with the Jan.
1, ’09 merger of Wachovia Corp. and Wells Fargo
Corp. and Wachovia Bank, NA, and Wells Fargo
Bank, NA. It’s good to be employed in our current
economic environment. We live in interesting
times.” He is happy and healthy staying out of
trouble renovating his home; he hopes to visit Cornell in 2009. Paul Clinch, BArch ’77 (Chicago, IL)
is an architect in the firm of Perkins+Will. He spent
most of his time this last year as project manager for the Chicago Spire, designed by Santiago
Calatrava. The project has gone on hold until financing can be secured. He currently works on a
new headquarters building for the US Coast Guard
in Washington, DC. St. Elizabeth West Campus, the
site of the new building, was recently listed on the
Historic Register. Very interesting and challenging!
Altagracia Rodriguez Coleman started a new
career with New York State as a corrections counselor. “Very exciting and energetic work with classifying newly sentenced inmates,” she writes, “at
55 years old. I am beginning again, and so I need
to work for at least the next 10 years.” Altagracia’s three children are out of college and on their
own. Philip Cunningham teaches media studies
at Doshisha U. in Kyoto, but will be at Cornell as
of January ’09 as a visiting fellow in the East Asia
Program. Last year he gave a talk at Cornell on
the topic of the Chinese student demonstrations
of 1989 and was encouraged by the positive response to research the topic further. This has led
him to write “Tiananmen Moon,” a memoir on his
involvement in Beijing Spring 1989, to be published by Rowman & Littlefield in 2009. Philip
writes that he has such good memories of his days
as a Cornell student that he looks forward to returning to Ithaca, even in the winter. It’s also a
good introduction to life in the US for his kids
who have been brought up in Asia.
James Beede lives in Connecticut and is a
nurse at Gaylord Hospital working with people who
have brain injuries from a stroke or car accident.
Jim is starting a movement to make wearing a helmet while riding a motorcycle a legal requirement
in Connecticut. His wife, Debbie, is a rabbi at Congregation B’nai Sholom in Newington. Son Max is
a junior at Newington High School and daughter
Penina was slated to celebrate her bat mitzvah Dec.
28. Gaston “Gus” Cloutier writes from Massachusetts. His friends in the Class of ’76 are Kari Weil,
John Humpton, Victor Talmadge, and Steve Sugarman. Gus works for the State of Massachusetts
Dept. of Mental Health as an educational counselor.
As always, I wish my best to all of our classmates. Keep that news coming, and I hope that
all of us have had a wonderful New Year’s beginning and that positive change is in the air.
c Karen Krinsky Sussman, Krinsk54@optonline.net; Pat Relf Hanavan, Relf@tds.net; Lisa
Diamant, Ljdiamant@verizon.net.
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The last of the autumn leaves
has fallen as I write this in early
December. We had a spate of
glorious weather here in the Pacific Northwest
(actually many dry days in November, for a
change). But winter is headed in and spring may
be approaching by the time you read this column.
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the Adirondacks this past summer. One of the
lucky ones, Milt also reports there’s nothing else
he’d rather be doing than what he is doing now.
One of his fond Cornell memories is of a freshman
streaking down Libe Slope.
Jane Klein Epstein (mjk57@cornell.edu) lives
in Massachusetts and works for Acton Toyota as a
warranty administrator; husband Howard works for
Cisco Systems. In her “after hours,” Jane is still
quilting and doing machine embroidery and has
started knitting again. Daughter Wendy is a junior
at the U. of Rochester and is spending this year in
Japan attending Maiji Gakuin and living in Yokohama. Son Michael is a sophomore at Middlesex
Community College. Daniel Schaul reports the birth
of his second child, Hana, a beautiful girl born in
September. Also in the offspring category, sons and
daughters of a number of classmates attended the
2008 Cornell Summer College: Elizabeth LaBeau
(daughter of Timothy and Ann Kane LaBeau ’78),
Jordan Lee (son of Richard and Virginia Lee),
Alyssa Miron (daughter of Michael and Debra Slotnick Miron ’78), Brett Richardson (son of Bryan
and Barbara Siegal Richardson), and Jake Farrell
(son of James and Catherine Gobel Farrell ’79).
Finally, in our own “this and that” category,
we learned that a number of classmates participated in Cornell’s Adult University on campus
this past summer. Elaine Mead Alexander studied Wines, David Curtiss studied Wine and Food,
Debra Kosakoff studied Intermediate Photography, Cynthia Leder studied Memoirs, and Diane
Schule took a Sculpture studio.
Thanks to everyone for their news. If you
haven’t written us yet, your class correspondents
would love to hear from you. Please e-mail some
news to us, send in the News Form by snail mail,
or use the Class of 1977 website (http://classof
77.alumni.cornell.edu) to provide information. c
Annette Mulee, annette@mulee.com; Howie
Eisen, heisen@drexelmed.edu; Mark Petracca.
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Greetings and Happy 2009 from
not-always-soggy Seattle! I was
worried that I wasn’t going to
have much to write about, but Ilene, my fellow
correspondent, sent me a large packet of news
forms she hadn’t been able to get to yet. These
should keep me occupied until the next News and
Dues mailings arrive in your mailbox this spring;
however, feel free to e-mail one of us with any
breaking news you may have. I’d particularly like
to hear from more classmates on the “Left Coast”
and outside the US.
Dena Seifer Friedman (Princeton, NJ) lives
with husband Alan and daughters and practices
psychiatry part-time. Her older daughter entered
Cornell this year as an Applied Economics and
Management major (what used to be Ag Econ
back in the day). Dena writes: “It is really strange
going back as a parent, in a good way. I am connecting more now with area alumni. Having a
child attend Cornell really makes me care strongly about the school’s academics and faculty and
facilities and future.” Fellow psychiatrist Marguerite Blythe is medical director of geriatric
psychiatry at a hospital in Cincinnati, OH. Her
after-hours activities include gardening “in a subdivision where no one has to do anything in the
yard because the landscapers do it.”
David Smith is vice president of research and
development for Pepperidge Farm. At the time he
wrote his News Form, he was maintaining residences in New Jersey and Connecticut. He fondly

remembers intramural sports exploits, and would
like to get in touch with Rob Abrams. Another
intramural junkie is Mike Bernard, who plays
softball with twenty- and thirty-somethings who
“weren’t even born while we were at Cornell!”
Mike is a systems research analyst for the Air
Force Research Lab in Albuquerque, NM, and commutes to work by bike. Fellow bicyclist Mark Sellew owns Prides Corner Farms in Lebanon, CT,
which sells wholesale nursery stock. His family
went to South Africa to celebrate the 50th birthday of wife Lisa Preger ’79, MBA ’82. He hosted
CALS Dean Susan Henry in 2008. Marc Schwartz
’79 and Bruce Clements schedule regular golf
outings and met for a round in Vermont. “Although we did not know each other at Cornell, we
met and became good friends while working at
the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Dallas in 1979,” writes
Marc. Marc lives in Branchburg, NJ, where he owns
a commercial real estate company. They look forward to more golf this coming summer.
Jon Handlery is general manager/senior vice
president of Handlery Hotels in San Francisco. He
was promoted to commissioner of the California
Travel and Tourism Commission. Among his fond
memories of Cornell are the Hot Truck and the
championship lacrosse teams. Also in California is
Laura Collyer Carlson. Laura is a writer/editor and
spends her spare time helping her daughters with
their school’s environmental efforts. Lloyd Hill,
BArch ’82, is president of an architectural firm in
Salem, OR. He remarried in October 2004 and has
a son William, 2, and two teenaged daughters. He
fondly remembers late nights at Sperry and Rand
Halls. Eve Murphy Reid divides her time between
Dallas, where she works for Sotheby’s, and New
York, where husband Warren Weitman resides. A recent project of Eve’s was working with the Nasher
Sculpture Center to sell about 200 works of art at
Sotheby’s to benefit the Sculpture Center’s endowment. John Hutter does computer programming
for the Internal Revenue Service in Austin. John’s
website, www.machine-altaica.com, contains an
English to Turkish translation guide, bicycle travelogues through Brazil and other Portuguesespeaking countries, and interesting miscellaneous
computer and chemistry observations.
In the academic world, Steven Carter is
dean of administration and student affairs at Yo
San U. in Los Angeles. Steven writes: “I’ve been
traveling to Brazil every three months. Two books
that I wrote 20 years ago have been making the
top ten bestseller lists throughout Brazil for almost two full years (in 2007 and 2008). A third
book will be released in May and a fourth in August.” Edward Kardys teaches biology at Sacred
Heart U. in Fairfield, CT. He volunteers with St.
Edmund’s Retreat Center and with the Mystic Art
Association. He would like to get in touch with
Maria Kaouris. Lisa Rafkin-Mervis is a research
coordinator in the Diabetes Research Inst. at the
U. of Miami (FL) School of Medicine. She would
rather be living back in New York, especially
since her son is in the Class of 2012 at Cornell.
While I’m on the topic of legacies, several classmates had children in the Cornell Summer College Program in 2008, including Ann Kane
LaBeau’s daughter Elizabeth; John Bickerman,
MS ’80, and Debbie Schwartz’s daughter Melissa; Debra Slotnick Miron’s daughter Alyssa;
Richard Chuchla’s son Robert; Patricia Reilly’s
daughter Erin; Elyse Gellman Greenbaum’s son
David; Angel Vargas’s son Alexander; Mark
Weiss’s daughter Madeline; and Lorraine Bavley’s daughter Charlotte.
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The holidays may be a distant memory, but I hope
everyone enjoyed them. The latest news indicates
a distinct entrepreneurial bent among our classmates. Mary Dunetz Heinzl (mdheinzl@yahoo.
com) writes that her family opened a toy store in
October at a large mall in southern New Hampshire. Sales have been great and Mary notes that
“retail is a totally different experience for me and
my family.” Besides running the toy store, Mary is
a nursing instructor and coordinates au pairs in
southern New Hampshire in her spare time. Mary
would like to hear from Lynn Coleman ’81.
Perhaps not as much fun as selling toys, John
Speese (sherrispeese@comcast.net) is a freelance
translator, which sounds quite interesting. John,
who lives in Georgia, reports that he’s been doing “a little of this, a little of that; just got back
from a nice trip to Europe.” Besides travel, among
John’s “this and that” activities are gardening,
raising poultry, and reading. John remembers Friday nights at the Pub at Noyes Center and would
appreciate hearing from Otto Buchert.
Linda Norris (Linda@riverhillpartners.com)
has her own museum consulting firm, and projects
have taken her from the Bronx to the Netherlands.
Anyone interested in museums can connect with
Linda via her blog at uncatalogedmuseum.blogspot.
com. Linda is no travel slouch either, reporting on
a great trip to Peru over the summer with family
and friends. In addition, Linda has been named a
Fulbright Scholar to Ukraine and will be in Kyiv
January through April 2009 teaching museum studies and working with museums. Linda would love
to make contact with any Cornellians in Ukraine.
Also consulting and also from Georgia, Jamie
Lerner Gabriel (jlgabriel@comcast.net) recently established Gabriel Consulting Services after retiring
from Wachovia Bank. While she’d rather be taking
walking tours through Europe, Jamie provides
coaching and human resources services. Jamie
spends her “after hours” time with son Matt, a
high school junior, and visiting daughter Jenna at
Tisch School of Arts in New York City. She fondly
recalls studying with the late professor Ron Mack
in the psychology department. After more than 20
years, Jamie reports that she saw Cornell roommate
Lori Ribler-Seitenbach in New York City.
Another corporate retiree, Chuck Ortenberg
(cortenberg@comcast.net) reports that he, too,
is now consulting. Chuck left HP in 2007 and has
been doing project management consulting in the
Bay Area. Wife Patty Stone ’78 and son Richard
were in Ithaca looking at Cornell recently, as
Richard is considering his parents’ alma mater in
his college shopping. Son David ’09 is on Cornell’s Sprint Football Team. Chuck recently saw
classmates Mike Weber and Renee Brown Holt,
and was busy texting classmate Bob Dutkowsky
during the baseball playoffs. Thanks for all the
news, Chuck!
Of course, some classmates are still in the
corporate world. Steve Liguori is at GE and was
recently named executive director of global marketing there. Milton Stevenson (MiltJr@twcny.rr.
com) is the chief technology and environmental
officer for Anoplate Corp. in New York. In his position, Milt gets involved with “surface engineering” everything from plates used to fix broken
bones to the scoop currently digging on Mars.
When he’s not surface engineering, Milt still likes
to pub-crawl about Syracuse’s Armory Square and
claims the establishments there “beat the heck
out of the Chapter House and the Haunt.” Milt
doesn’t spend all his time indoors, however, as
he reported that he hiked the 46th high peak of
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Finally, for those of you who wondered if I
actually completed the full triathlon in August
2008, the answer is YES! I flailed in Lake Washington far longer than I’d hoped to, but I still
beat my 2007 bike time by over 10 minutes. The
training continues for next year. All for now. Stay
warm! c Cindy Fuller, cjfuller@mindspring.com;
Ilene Shub Lefland, ilefland@cjpcom.com.
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As I write, it occurs to me that
our 30th Reunion will be only
about three months away by the
time you read this news. The reunion committee
has been working diligently to put together a
great weekend for us in June. Steve Magacs would
like to remind you that if you haven’t yet had the
chance, please take the 30th Reunion survey available on our class website. Reunion chairs Larry
Stone and Steve Magacs have gotten great feedback so far on what ’79ers think would make for
another memorable time on the Hill. Our class
receptions and dinners will cover all ends of the
campus. We will be mingling in the newest halls—
Saturday night at the just-dedicated Weill Hall—
as well as favorite, beloved, ivied settings—with
Dinosaur Bar-B-Que on the Arts Quad, Saturday
noon. Reunion is the perfect excuse to call a classmate you haven’t seen in 20 years and plan to
meet in June. Even if a favorite Cornellian was in
the Class of ’78 or ’80, they can participate fully as
a guest of the Class of ’79. If you need assistance
in tracking down a fellow alum contact Steve Magacs on the reunion page of our class website. The
class website is also the place to go to let Steve
know if you would like to volunteer or participate
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in planning the reunion beyond taking the survey:
http://classof79.alumni.cornell.edu.
Recently, while searching on the social networking site Facebook, I joined the group that has
been formed for the 30th Reunion. Although this
is still a small group of alums, in the process I managed to reconnect with Sunny Hallanan (Collegeville, PA; stjamese@verizon.net), a fellow Alpha
Phi. Sunny has been a rector at an Episcopal church
for 13 years. This past summer she and her teenage
daughter and son lived with a Palestinian family
in Beit Sehour (the Shepherd’s Fields of Bethlehem) and found out what life is like in the West
Bank’s occupied territories. Sunny relates that getting to know the people there was a great experience for the entire family. Another Alpha Phi sister,
Jeanne Hartley Talbourdet (Danvers, MA; jandjt@
aol.com), is a project engineer with BAE SystemsNorth America working in space systems and electronics. She and husband John enjoy driving and
showing antique Lincoln Continentals. Jeanne is
also active with CAAAN doing alumni interviews.
She has attended a few Cornell women’s dinners
and reconnected with Donna Armentano ’81, Alice Chow ’81, and Sue Peck Phillips ’81. Jeanne
would love to hear from Sunny and remembers
eating cinnamon toast late at night in the Alpha
Phi kitchen after returning from partying. Yet another Alpha Phi, Judy Krell Freedman (hijudi50@
comcast.net) writes that she is the group director
of public affairs at Campbell Soup Co. She celebrated her 25th anniversary with the company in
November 2008. Judy is sad to report that she lost
her husband Marc in 2008 after a long illness. On
a happier note, Judy writes that her daughter
graduated from Penn State and is working in finance in NYC. Her son started college at Widener
U. this year. Judy became an avid blogger on the
countdown to her 50th birthday and continues to
blog at aboomerslifeafter50.blogspot.com.
I reconnected with Jody Hiller Winter on
Facebook this fall. Jody works in the consulting
business and had the wonderful opportunity to
help Cornell plan for its new childcare center in
2006-07. She worked on selecting the operator and
then worked with Cornell and the operator during
the initial design phase. Jody relates that it was a
great way to come back and give back to Cornell.
Jody couldn’t make it to the October 2008 grand
opening, but can’t wait to see the finished product
in the near future. On a personal note, Jody writes
that her daughter is a freshman at U. of Michigan,
where she is studying vocal performance and neuroscience, and her son is a freshman in high school.
She reconnected with Leslie Zwerling, her former roommate, and Judah Kraushaar, MBA ’80,
through Facebook. Jody is also still in touch with
David Tajgman, who lives in Denmark. She had the
opportunity to “see” him this year by using Skype
software that allows video calls over the Internet.
Beth Silverman writes that she celebrated
her 50th birthday in June with a party attended
by Howie Frisch, MBA ’81, Jane Lowell Evans,
and Nancy Seidman ’80. On a sad note, Beth
writes that Janet Accettura Snyder died in October 2008, at her home after a courageous battle
with cancer. Janet was an active volunteer with
the Chester Friends of the Library and was a member of the board of directors of Children’s Metamorphosis Museum in Londonderry, NH. Janet had
completed a teaching internship in math after obtaining a graduate degree in math education at
the U. of New Hampshire.
Randy Allgaier writes from California that he
and his partner Lee Hawn were married on Sept.
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26, ’08, on the occasion of their 20th anniversary
together. Longtime friend California State Assemblyman Mark Leno (D-SF) officiated the ceremony
in the San Francisco City Hall Board of Supervisors
Chamber. Randy moved to San Francisco in 1989
and began working on behalf of people living with
HIV/AIDS and the LGBT community. He was appointed by Mayor Gavin Newsom to the San Francisco HIV Health Services Planning Council and
also serves on the San Francisco HIV Prevention
Planning Council. Randy serves on the national
boards of directors of the CAEAR (Communities Advocating Emergency AIDS Relief) Coalition and the
National Working Positive Coalition and also sits
on the Coalition for a National AIDS Strategy Coordinating Committee. He has also served on the
board of governors of the Human Rights Campaign, the largest national gay, lesbian, bisexual,
and transgender civil rights organization.
Karen Sing (Vista, CA; KSing@cox.net) lives
with husband David Bedell and keeps active with
competitive swimming, cycling, wine drinking, and
go-kart racing. Karen is a product manager for a
company that designs triathlon wetsuits. Karen remembers good times with her teammates from rugby and swimming at Cornell and would love to hear
from Beth Anderson ’80. Dwain and Rebecca
Smith Coggins also live in California, where they
both practice medicine. Dwain is a cardiologist specializing in electrophysiology and Becky is an
emergency physician at Stanford U. Becky is on the
board of directors of the American Board of Emergency Medicine. Dwain has enjoyed making wine
since 1998 and specializes in cabernet and petit
syrah. Becky enjoys cooking with the wine that
Dwain has made. They would love to hear from
Rosanna Piccolo Cavanaugh and Patty Flanagan.
Even if you can’t make it to Ithaca for reunion, we your class correspondents would like to
keep you connected to fellow classmates. Send us
an e-mail and let us know what is going on in your
life and who you would like to catch up with. You
can write us at classof79@cornell.edu, or directly
at: c Kathy Zappia Gould, rdgould@comcast.
net; Cynthia Ahlgren Shea, cynthiashea@hotmail.
com; and Cindy Williams, cew32@cornell.edu.
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As I write this column, the holiday lights and decorative 5th
Avenue store windows mark the
approaching holidays in Manhattan. This has been
a difficult and challenging fall for many of our
Cornell friends and colleagues, and hopefully, as
you read this column in the spring of 2009, financial conditions and markets have substantially
improved resulting in positive and encouraging
changes for all of us. Cornell has been very supportive of alumni and students with the various
colleges and schools providing regional programs,
career resources, networking opportunities, and
financial aid. The Alumni Affairs office can assist
you with contacts. They can be reached at alumni
affairs@cornell.edu, 607-255-2390. I am confident that I speak for the members of the Class of
1980 when I say that we are ready and willing to
help each other in whatever way we can. There are
Class of 1980 networks on Facebook and LinkedIn,
and our class website, http://classof80.alumni.
cornell.edu, offers you access to our diverse range
of occupations, interests, and industries.
Nostalgia for the ’60s and ’70s appears to be
currently in vogue for politics, fashion, and entertainment, with peace signs appearing on jewelry and clothes, a newly issued collectors edition
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has three sons in school: Rob, 25, who is finishing his master’s degree in education; Michael, 21,
who is completing his final year at Boston U.;
and Matthew, 18, who is in his first year at
Westchester Community College. She is also working hard with husband Rob in their family printing business. Shawn Boyne (smboyne @
daad-alumni.de) has been living in Freiburg, Germany, and is excited to return to the US as an associate professor at Indiana U. School of Law.
Cornell offers so many programs and trips for
us and our family and friends to take advantage
of. Your daughters and sons can attend Cornell
during the summer and take a class like the following children of our classmates: Ian Anderson,
son of Brian and Debra Giorgi Anderson; Allison
McQueeney, daughter of Michael and Lucy Avellino McQueeney; and Randall Strat, son of Clifford and Amy Warner Strat ’81.
Some of our classmates took summer courses
from Cornell’s Adult University on campus in glorious sunny Ithaca and even lived on North Campus to recapture those college days. Christopher
Brown took a course on Landscape Design, Stacy
Hoffman Herman exercised with a Kayaking
course; Michael and Barbara O’Mara Hinsley studied the Middle East; Lauren Miller enjoyed Tennis;
Mark Steckel improved his Golf game; and Judith
Warren rowed on the lovely waters of Cayuga Lake.
You can also visit other parts of the world on highly organized and informative trips run by CAU. As
I write this column, Stephen Radin and I and our
boys Jason, 14, and Jeffrey, 12, are about to leave
for Panama. We will be traveling with close friends
and fellow Cornellians Nancy Batterman and Eric
Lea Greenberg and their children Stephen, 15,
Zachary, 12, and Lily, 9, as well as other members
of the Greenberg family and many other Cornellians. We will be touring the Panama Canal region,
the tropical forest in Soberania National Park, the
cloud forests in the Chiriqui Highlands, the Bastimentos Marine National Park, and Panama City!
We look forward to hearing from you and seeing you at our 30th Reunion in 2010. c Leona
Barsky, leonabarsky @ aol.com; Dik Saalfeld, rfs25
@ cornell.edu; Dana Jerrard, dej24 @ cornell.edu;
Timothy O’Connor, tvo2 @ cornell.edu; Cynthia
Addonizio-Bianco, caa28 @ cornell.edu.
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Springtime has rolled around again,
though many of us are no longer
spring chickens! Theresa Kronik
Wrobel has been planning celebrations throughout
our 49th and 50th year, including orchestrating
concert tickets for Springsteen at the Meadowlands
this past July. I was one of the lucky participants,
as were Amy Schwartz Goober and Posy Smith
Durning. Theresa points out that the supply of
chocolate chip fiber bars in my pocketbook would
have been M&Ms or something far more satisfying
in our youth. We were pleased to note, however,
that our legs could still hold us after Bruce’s exhilarating concert of three hours and ten minutes. It
seems as clear as yesterday that we fondly remember Jim Hahn, Chris Shortell, and Theresa standing on their third-row seats at Barton Hall to see
the Boss—more than 30 years ago!
I finally caught up with Jim Kinnier, MBA ’83,
whose news form got buried in my volunteer pile
of papers. His daughter Sindri ’09 is a Psychology major whose goal is to run a Christian nonprofit to help the underprivileged. Jim and wife
Linda (Balmer), MBA ’83, have another daughter, Hannah, who is a sophomore at Whitworth U.

in Spokane, WA, majoring in marketing and minoring in athletic coaching. Jim was previously
employed with Electric Lightwave and then later
with Sage Software as a VP/GM for a new product they purchased from Intuit. Currently he consults as a principal for Technology ConsultingSparling and really enjoys it. The Kinniers report
no problems adjusting to the empty nest!
Lori Cohen Levey has been busy as a psychotherapist with a private practice in Atlanta and
keeping track of her teens Natalie, 17, and Daniel,
15. Last year Doreen Orion published Queen of
the Road, a humorous memoir about the year she
and husband Tim Justice, both psychiatrists,
“chucked it all” to travel the country in a converted bus. Stop by her website and say hello:
www.Queenoftheroadthebook.com. Margo Hittleman, PhD ’08, completed her doctorate in Adult
and Extension Education in January 2008. She
has been coordinating the Natural Leaders Initiative in Ithaca, which supports emerging leaders from low/moderate income communities and
communities of color. To see her consulting work
go to margo.hittleman.com.
Lori Balton (Venice, CA) still works as a location scout with Joan Aguado ’82. Lori recently organized a fine art photography exhibit for
the Location Managers Guild of America and L.A.’s
Metro system that featured Metro properties. You
can see more at www.locationmanagers.org. In La
Jolla, Jonathan Ferrini was named founding principal of Lee and Associates, a full-service commercial brokerage firm, after serving seven years
as senior vice president and principal of the firm’s
Commerce, CA, office. Having commuted from La
Jolla to Commerce for the previous four years,
Jonathan jumped at the chance to help spearhead
the new office when it opened in the summer of
2006. After Cornell, Jonathan obtained his master’s degree from UC Los Angeles. In Chicago, Margaret “Peggy” Robinson’s artwork was published
in the 2005-06 issue of Lilies and Cannonballs Review (www.liliesandcannonballs.com). She makes
her living as a decorative painter and restorer of
antiques. Bob Zeidman’s company Zeidman Consulting (www.Zeidmanconsulting.com) continues
to grow, providing technical consulting and expert
witnesses for intellectual property litigation. His
software company, SAFE Corp., remains profitable
since starting up a year ago. Bob recently lectured
on software IP at the Embedded Systems Conference in India at the NALSAR U. of Law. He spent
Rosh Hashanah at two synagogues in Pune, India,
and visited Hindu temples on the birthday of Mahatma Gandhi and the Muslim holiday of Eid al-Fitr.
When not traveling, Bob lives in Cupertino, CA.
Jennifer Carrington Brooks (Fort Worth, TX)
is an ob/gyn. She and husband Michael have been
busy getting their daughter ready for college and
traveling. She remembers fond times eating at
IHOP on the lake and would love to get in touch
with Jean Hamilton Taborn. Marshall Watson
(Midland, TX) reports that he is vice president of
ACT Operating Co., exploiting unconventional natural gas from coal. Since receiving his PhD from
Texas Tech, he has been teaching petroleum engineering there and has been on the board of directors for the Society of Petroleum Evaluation
Engineers. Marshall is married to Angel and has
fond memories of the Friday keg in the Chem E
lounge, skiing at Greek Peak while wearing blue
jean overalls, and going to the North Forty. He
would love to hear from Mike Ryan and Brian
Buck. Andy Koenigsberg (Westborough, MA;
amk32@cornell.edu) writes that his day job is
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of the Beatles hits, campaign buttons of President Obama with the faces of Martin Luther King
and President John F. Kennedy, and our childhood
cartoon characters on the big screen—Batman
and the Incredible Hulk.
As we turned 50, many of us reconnected
with Cornell friends and celebrated with parties,
dinners, special trips, unusual gifts, or quiet
evenings with friends and family. During a
’60s/’70s-themed party at the Pink Elephant for
my 50th birthday, I was having a blast dancing
with Cornell buddies, including my husband
Stephen Radin, Janet Behrman DelGreco, Esther
Elkin Mildner, Nancy Batterman ’81, Ellen Cord
Dember ’76, Eric Lea Greenberg ’82, Janet
Goldin Rubin ’79, and my sister, Diane Barsky
’83. The evening featured our favorite rock and
roll and Motown music from high school and college and childhood treats such as cupcakes, candy cigarettes, bubble gum cigars, and rock candy
swizzle sticks. We danced the night away until the
club opened. During our Cornell days we would
have been the ones opening the club!
Roberta Walter Goodman (Roberta_walter_
goodman @ yahoo.com) writes, “Turning 50 has
been a year of wish fulfillment in many ways. I
satisfied a childhood dream of owning a horse
and am now the proud owner of a 6-year-old
quarter horse-thoroughbred appendix, Teddy.”
Roberta is teaching a financial analysis course at
Vanderbilt U.’s Graduate School of Management,
serving as president of the local Jewish community day school, and recently moved into a new
home that she and her husband, Lem, designed
and built from the ground up. She would love to
hear from her Cornell buddies at her new home in
Nashville, so please e-mail her.
Beth Anderson has been traveling the world
and in March will have taken her ninth annual
pilgrimage with Janet Goldin Rubin and Nancy
Sverdlik ’79. The tradition began in 2001 with
a trip to Amsterdam. They had such a great time
that they followed up with Iceland, Madrid, Sorrento, Prague, Budapest, Stockholm, Lisbon, Vienna, and Salzburg. In 2009 the trip was to
Brussels. When they finish Europe, they plan to
move on to Asia. What a terrific idea!
In other news, Steve Rotterdam (sjrotts @
aol.com) has returned to his original career
path—publishing—as senior VP, marketing and
sales at DC Comics after 20 years in advertising
and marketing. Steve will have more time to
spend with his wife (a clinical psychologist) and
his two daughters on the Upper West Side of Manhattan. Miriam Leeser (mleeser @ comcast.net)
is professor of electrical and computer engineering at Northeastern U., where she does research
into accelerating image and signal processing applications with non-conventional computer architectures. These days, that means playstations,
GPUs, and other computer gaming hardware. She
lives in Wellesley, MA, with her husband, Robert
Cooper, a computer architect working with Mercury Computer Systems, and her children Aaron,
17, and Julia, 14.
Diane Lurensky Alpern (dianeaplern @ com
cast.net) is using her Spanish language skills to
help at-risk women in the local Hispanic communities in western Massachusetts. She has been
married for 20 years to David, an internist in
Northampton, and has two daughters, 11 and 14.
Diane writes that she hopes to attend our 30th Reunion and encourages Cornellians passing through
her area of Massachusetts to look her up. Janet
Behrman DelGreco (janet.delgreco @ gmail.com)
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principal software engineer for Infor Global Solutions. Extracurricular activities include Westborough
Conservation Commission, Boy Scouts, and digital
photography. His recent efforts prevented a large
corporation from building a non-sustainable office
park. Fond memories of Cornell include sunbathing
and swimming in the gorge during the summer of
1979. Andy lives with wife Robin Fleming and
would love to get in touch with Rick Heimann and
Steve Sabba. Elizabeth Tendrup Burns (Cranford,
NJ; etburns@yahoo.com), married to Andrew, is a
marketing manager and enjoys wine education and
gardening. Elizabeth would love to get in touch
with Cynthia Figueroa Fretwell ’83.
Bradford Ross, ME ’83 (Northport NY) is married to Judy (Fabuss) ’83. He is vice president, IT
procurement for Adecco in Melville, NY. Christopher Hunsberger (Potomac, MD) thinks back fondly to when he actually had time for friends. He’s
been busy raising three children with wife Amy,
traveling, running, and gardening. He is senior vice
president of the Americas for Four Seasons and can
be reached at Christopher.Hunsberger@fourseasons.
com. Sage words from class president Steven
Ritchey: “While it is true that many of us may be
on Facebook only to monitor the safety of our
children online and take their abuse for it, yes,
‘Old [folks] need friends too!’” Cathy Ode Martersteck set up the Cornell Class of 1981 group some
time ago, and it may be a nice way to reconnect
with our class. It is open and global, so feel free
to share the link, http://www.facebook.com/group.
php?gid=10986124742. Drop us a line and let us
know what you’re doing for your 50th. Enjoy! c
Jennifer Read Campbell, ronjencam@aol.com;
Betsy Silverfine, bsilverfine@comcast.net; and
Kathy Philbin LaShoto, lashoto@rcn.com.
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Kristin Peters-Hamlin spoke at
an international conference in
Buenos Aires, Argentina, that
addressed the promotion of women’s rights
throughout the world. Other panel speakers
included the presidents of Chile and Argentina,
both of whom are women. The conference was
sponsored by Vital Voices, an international organization founded by Hillary Clinton, Madeleine
Albright, and former White House First Lady Chief
of Staff Melanne Verveer. Geoffrey Garver writes
from his new address in Montreal that he is an
independent environmental consultant and law lecturer and coauthored Right Relationship: Building
a Whole Earth Economy (see www.moraleconomy.
org). Before moving to Canada, Geoff worked at
the US Justice Dept. from 1989 to 2000 and then
at the NAFTA environment commission from 2000
to 2007. Geoff would like to hear from Erik Nelson and old Sperry Hall friends. Nancy Batterman
’81 and Eric “Ricky” Greenberg and their children, along with his brother and sister-in-law Ken
’79 and Ann Core Greenberg ’80, sister Susan
Greenberg Bralower ’86 and husband Eddie, and
mother Sherry Vogel Mallin ’55 and husband
Joel ’55, went to Panama over the Christmas holiday as part of a Cornell program.
Christopher Hanson reports: “My family
moved back to the Seattle area after three years of
living in southern Italy. It’s been a weird transition
(Man, these cars are big! Where are the people that
live in these houses? It’s a pain in the butt to drive
the kids everywhere!). To make it even more difficult, I crashed while on a bike ride in early September and broke my hip. The bone is healing up
well, but my endurance is going to be a loooong
92

time coming. My boys are in high school and junior high, readjusting to life here. Wife Katherine
is trying to connect with the local art world after
having some watercolor shows in Italy—see www.
klwright.com for some samples of her work.” After
living in Stockholm for two-plus years, Harlan Flint
moved to Santa Fe, NM. “I’m very happily married,
with two young children, and the important things
in life are about as good as possible.” He heads
marketing and business development for a software
company that provides risk management solutions
for major retail banks, using a modeling approach
that has similarities to dendrochronology (tree
rings). “We were among the few who foresaw the
collapse in subprime mortgage lending, which has
provided additional validation and unfortunately
much vindication. (So many people believed the
music would never stop.) Needless to say, we are
now extremely busy, but the environment is more
challenging than ever.” He is in touch with Pierre
Baillargeon, BArch ’83, Bryan Baldwin ’84, BArch
’85, Douglas Mow ’81, Elliott Barnes, BArch ’83,
MArch ’85, Keith Goich, and Andrew Voss ’83.
Maria Gutierrez (MariaG@CamBiaAssociates.
net), formerly VP for organizational development
for LISC, the country’s largest community development intermediary, is now the principal of
CamBia Associates, a boutique consulting practice
serving foundations and the nonprofit sector with
program design, strategy development, organizational assessment, and myriad other services.
Maria, who divides her time between NYC and Atlanta when she is not on the road working with
clients, is also finishing up a book, “Rescues, Turnarounds, and the Art of Transforming Troubled
Nonprofit Organizations.” Anne Goldberg (Carbondale, CO) is now a full-time ceramic artist (www.
annegoldberg.com) living 25 miles from Aspen.
She also teaches snowboarding part-time. Clifford
Feldman (Tarzana, CA) works as a psychiatrist in
the Los Angeles area; wife Tina is an ob/gyn.
They have sons Jacob and Sam. He keeps in touch
with Adam Shapiro, who practices medicine in
St. Thomas, Virgin Islands, and Joel Simon, JD
’85, who lives in France. He gives a shout out to
all the Dickson 4-5 siders from 1978-81 (“You
know who you are”).
As always, the reports of proud parents pour
in. Mark and Cheryl Goldman Friedman report
that daughter Caralyn was admitted to the School
of Human Ecology. Son Matthew ’09 will graduate
this spring, and they hope that their younger
daughter also ends up at Cornell. Michael Gordon
reports, “I am at once excited and terrified that my
oldest son is beginning to think about colleges. I
suppose one of the great wonders of life is watching the next generation experience the very same
discoveries and roller coaster twists and turns that
we experienced. My middle son is a voracious reader and budding wrestler, and my daughter spends
her time watching ‘Hannah Montana’ and swimming competitively; her motto: ‘Eat my bubbles.’”
George ’81 and Nadine Pobjecky Hayduchok tell
us, “Daughter Danielle is a sophomore at Elon U.
in North Carolina, majoring in elementary education with a minor in Spanish. Daughter Laura was
just accepted into Cornell’s College of Engineering.”
Amy Brown Giles says son Brian ’12 is a
freshman in the ILR school and will share the
same reunion cycle. He joins the freshmen children of Diane Berney Gluck ’81 and Jeffrey Wild.
Linda Harris Crovella is an attorney with the National Labor Relations Board, having worked in the
Buffalo, Boston, and now Brooklyn regions. She
has been in touch with Beth Brooks ’83, a former
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student manager at the Thirsty Bear Tavern where
Linda worked, and Pamela Evans and would love
to hear from other TBT alums and customers! Linda can be found on Facebook. Linda’s oldest son,
Ben ’07, is an aviation supply officer/2nd lieutenant in the marines; daughter Emily is a sophomore at the Tisch School for Performing Arts at
NYU. Twin 5th graders Ian and Colin attend the
Pratt Art Inst.’s Saturday Art Program and also
make computer-animated short films.
Michael Greenberg, MBA ’83, announces the
birth of second daughter Alexandra on June 14,
’07 in Denver. He says, “Her bright red hair is pretty darn close to Cornell’s colors!” Michael is now
president and CEO of Broomfield Education Group
and Academic Achievement Group, two companies
that operate educational facilities in Broomfield
and Boulder, CO. Steven Feldman is a proud attorney: “In October 2008, I won another major
appeal before the Second Circuit Court of Appeals,
in United States v. Mohammed Zayed. The case
was a lead story on cnn.com and was also prominently reported in the Oct. 3 New York Times,
Wall Street Journal, and New York Law Journal. In
the past 21 years, I have won more than 100
state, federal, criminal, and civil appeals.”
Some classmates took advantage of Cornell’s
Adult University (CAU) on-campus summer classes in 2008. Miriam Akabas attended the Middle
East and the US: The Ralph Janis Seminar in History; Thomas and Mary Caporal Benton learned
about Guerilla Cooking; Karen Isberg took part
in Outdoor Thrills and Skills; and Jefren Olsen
took the Landscape Design Workshop. Courses
about wine were taken by Riaz and Lily Chiu
Moledina ’84, Peter and Suzanne Brenner Sanborn, and Kelli and Daniel Ambrosi ’80, BArch
’82, MArch ’83. The University Summer College offers talented high school students the opportunity to undertake college-level work. Attending
in 2008 were Lori and Steven Leveen, PhD ’82’s
son Corey and David and Patti Green Sones’s son
Michael. c Mark E. Fernau, mef29@cornell.edu;
Douglas Skalka, dskalka@npmlaw.com; Steven
Crump, spc25@cornell.edu.
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Hello, classmates! In a moment
of goodwill brought on by the
afterglow of a hot, sweaty, and
thoroughly enjoyable 25th Reunion, I volunteered
to help Lynn as co-class correspondent. Since
Lynn told you all about me in the last column,
the only personal news I have to report is that I
heard from Karen Krause ’84. We are making
plans to go skiing as soon as possible. This stuff
really works! So here goes:
These classmates have talented high school
students who are following in our footsteps by attending the 2008 Cornell University Summer College Program: Michael and Doris Chan’s son
Andrew; Dr. and Mrs. Benjamin Goldman’s son
Daniel; Peter and Elizabeth Nicholson’s son Luke;
Bobby and Fifi Lynn Tsai’s son Shawn; and Kirk
and Marcella Dirks Weiss’s daughter Michele.
Summer College offers high school students who
have completed their sophomore, junior, or senior year and have the academic ability, maturity,
and intellectual curiosity necessary the opportunity to undertake college-level work. Please visit
the website at http://www.summercollege.cornell.
edu/ for details about all of the programs.
Michael LaChapelle (mlachap61@gmail.com)
is currently a senior management consultant at
Guidon Performance Solutions. He ran his second
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Ellen Schimoler Kelly (EKelly@gnrgmac.com)
took a major trip down memory lane at Reunion,
staying on the same 4th floor as freshman year
with a record number of “Donlonians” including
Steve Elias, Andy Pollock, Bobby Bellis, Eric
Spencer, Scott Cole, Chuck Cotsalas, Tim
Veazey, Cindi Kulas, Mark Kangas, Alyssa Bickler (freshman year I was in High Rise 1, but was
an honorary Donlonian for Reunion), Shawn
Feeney Takacs, Liz Reinsmith Sinatro, and other wild persons. Ellen danced till all hours and
played really well in the mixed doubles tennis
tournament, despite 100-degree temps and a severely beverage-impaired partner, Mark Kangas.
There is footage of this great event and peanut
gallery on YouTube. Search “Cornell Kangas Hangover Tennis.” When not selling homes at the Jersey Shore, Ellen plays as much tennis as possible
and enjoys watching son Nick compete for Fordham U. and son Ben for Rumson High School.
That’s all for now. Keep the news coming, see
your name in print, and connect with long-lost
classmates! c Alyssa Bickler, cousinalyssa@
yahoo.com; Lynn Buffamonte Schwarz, lschwarz@
us.ibm.com.
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Our 25th Reunion is just a few
months away, June 4-7, on the
Cornell campus—sign up for
events and rooms ASAP! If you need more information or would like to volunteer, please contact
Catherine “Kitty” Cantwell (ccantwel@rochester.
rr.com) or Janet Insardi (insardij@hotmail.com).
Janet and Kitty are the reunion chairs and are
always looking for volunteers to help before and
during reunion. They would love classmates to join
them for a great weekend in Ithaca. Look forward
to great food, relaxation, lectures, athletics, music,
and the tents! It’s also a great way to introduce
your kids to Cornell! Randy, MBA ’86, and Margaret Hutchinson Brown, MBA ’86’s daughter
Elizabeth and Laurens and Marianne Van der Tak’s
son Julian were among many talented high school

‘

and insurance coverage matters. He and wife Tricia and their kids, ages 14, 12, and 10, have settled in Westchester County and the family is very
happy with the move. Allen writes, “Our departure from Hawaii ends a pretty long tenure during which I had the privilege of serving as the
chairman of the CAAAN Committee in Hawaii.”
Allen was in touch with Nat Walker, who still
lives in Connecticut. He had lunch with Clay Lifflander, MBA ’86, and has been in touch with
Andy Kramer, as well. Moving back has brought
them closer to family on the East Coast, including Eric and Allison Bowen Jacoby ’85.
Aviva Weintraub was married on Aug. 20 to
Gordon Tapper. They live in New York City. Gordon
is an English professor at LaGuardia Community College in Queens, and Aviva is a curator at the Jewish Museum and director of the New York Jewish
Film Festival. Wedding guests included Shari Cohen and Ward Mintz. Keith Kefgen is president
of HVS Executive Search, with six offices globally; the firm specializes in hospitality C-level
searches. Keith has two kids and in his off hours
he loves to play golf and poker. He’s traveled to
India, the Czech Republic, Austria, and Hong Kong
as a perk of his business. He would most like to
hear from Dave Devereaux and Mark Giangiulio.
Rita Prusinski is married to Phil Goldstein. She is
a controller for a not-for-profit agency that takes
care of developmentally disabled adults and children. After hours, Rita can be found taking care
of her twin daughters, 6. She would most like to
hear from Thomas Dubois ’83 and Michael McGarrity. Claire Talkin Kerr and husband David
have three children. Claire is a wireless equipment
designer and the president of the Congregation of
Humanistic Judaism of New Jersey. Her fondest
memories of Cornell include activities at Risley
Hall’s dining hall, ice cream Friday and Saturday
nights at Tammaney Hall, and the theatre.
Marcia Stairman Wagner and husband Craig
have four children. Marcia is an attorney specializing in ERISA and Employee Benefits Law. They
spent last summer traveling in their new RV with
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marathon recently, finishing in 3:37. He came in
third overall in the alumni 5-mile race during Reunion. Michael tells us he had dinner with Dean
Colucci in NYC this spring. Dean is a lawyer with
DLA Piper and competes in triathlons. Michael
also had a nice visit with former roommate Casey
Keller, his wife Donna, and their boys at Reunion. This year he also got a “behind the tanks”
tour of the National Aquarium in Washington
from Bob Ramin ’82, MBA ’85!
Matt Palumbo (mpal999@aol.com) has been
living in Kent, CT, since 1998. Matt divides his time
between Kent, NYC, and Manchuria. He says that
no matter how many times he stands on the banks
of the Yalu River and looks across to North Korea,
it doesn’t get old. While passing through Beijing,
Matt tries to make time to see Gary Cicero ’90,
who has a business matching Western companies
with Chinese manufacturers. Gary is also president
of the Beijing Cornell Club. While back in Ithaca
at Reunion, he got a kick out of seeing the “new”
Ives Hall and several ILR classmates, and catching up with many founding members of the Cornell Asian Alumni Association (CAAA) including
Karen Chin Chang and her husband Andrew ’74.
They now have three kids and live on Long Island.
Also, Patty Mills Eckelbarger ’86 has two daughters and is playing less basketball and golf these
days because she has taken up running marathons. Matt saw Bea Olavarria-O’Malley at Reunion and it seemed she hadn’t aged a day! Matt
was hoping to see a lot of friends at the annual
CAAA New Year’s Dinner in February in NYC.
Matt also reports that Jon Hubchen is still
at LSU doing agricultural extension projects that
have him flying all over the world. His latest
project has him going back and forth to the former Soviet holding of Moldova. In addition, Andy
Sosa and wife Dee Longfellow are in suburban
Washington, DC; Mike and Norine Ng Sedayao
are still in California; Jim Kutrybala ’82, DVM ’86,
has a vet practice in Rochester, NY; and Maria
Sekas Krum ’84 is on Long Island, where she is
combining HR search and mommy-tracking.
Jane Mosey-Nicoletta (jmnicoil@yahoo.com)
stayed busy last year with a job change in March
(back to outside sales for Resource One, a contract furniture dealership) and wrangling her two
very active kids. Jesse, 9, may be a future Lynah
denizen, as he has been playing travel hockey for
the past six years; Camilla, 7, is an all-around diva
and the dancing just fuels the fire. Jane has also
been volunteering for CAAAN as the Central and
Southern Illinois chairperson, VP’ing for Downtown
Springfield Inc. (a not-for-profit dedicated to
preservation and revitalization of the historic
downtown area in Springfield, IL), and trying to
get to the gym every day. She claims that husband
Mike “knew I was a nut when he married me,” so
he is pretty patient with all the drama.
Jane really missed going to Reunion last
year—all the arm-twisting didn’t work—but I
kept her in the loop with pictures and tales of the
event. Jane often wonders what Diane Schocher
Sparks ’82, Jack Yang, Gerry Nadeau, Susanne
Schulte Firkins, and Graham Ritchie are doing. She
reads the columns regularly hoping to get some
word. Hey, it worked for me, Jane, so keep the
faith! She invites everyone to come to Springfield,
IL, for the Lincoln Bicentennial celebrations in
2009. Events have been planned for the week of
July 4, in addition to the ones in February. Check
out www.downtownspringfield.org and www.visit
springfieldillinois.com for more info on the festivities! It is sure to be educational and fun!

Christopher Hunsberger thinks back
fondly to when he actually had time
for friends.

’

students who attended the 2008 Cornell Summer
College Program. Summer College is offered to high
school students who have completed their sophomore, junior, or senior year and have the academic
ability, maturity, and intellectual curiosity necessary to undertake college-level work. If you would
like more information on the program, visit their
website: www.summercollege.cornell.edu.
“After 16 years in Hawaii, Allen Wolff and
his Wolffpack have returned to the East Coast! I
want to assure you that our return did not trigger the current economic crisis.” Allen still practices law, having spent the last 12 years with the
Carlsmith partnership in Honolulu. Last summer,
he accepted an offer of partnership in Olshan
Grundman, a midtown Manhattan firm. He will
continue to practice civil and commercial litigation, with a concentration in construction law

Jennifer Read Campbell ’81
the kids. She would most like to hear from Nelly
Silagy. Mary Rubarsky is station communications
supervisor for McMurdo Science Station on Ross
Island, Antarctica, and a tour driver in Denali National Park, Alaska. In her off hours, she does
photography, travels, and loves to kayak. Her fondest memory of Cornell is the beauty of the campus, especially the gorges and waterfalls. Daniel
Colbert has been appointed executive director of
UC Santa Barbara’s Inst. for Energy Efficiency. He
is responsible for the institute’s strategic planning, marketing, business development, staff management, partnership and alliance management,
and finances. Prior to joining the institute, Daniel
was the chief technology officer and a principal at
NGEN Partners, a Santa Barbara-based venture capital firm focusing its investments in “cleantech”—
products and services that positively affect the
March | April 2009
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environment. Joshua Greenfield is working toward
a doctorate in English literature at Fordham U. in
New York City. His first novel has just been published; Cutting Through the Knot follows the trials
of a college student on leave of absence from a
major university in the northeast. Fellow Cornellians may recognize a vegetarian restaurant in the
college town and a scene between two students
parting after graduation. The book is available
through Amazon.com and Barnesandnoble.com.
c Karla Sievers McManus, Klorax@comcast.net;
Lindsay Liotta Forness, fornesszone@aol.com.
Class website, http://classof84.alumni.cornell.edu.
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Our pile of news has run very
low, so please look for the annual
News and Dues mailing from the
class this spring. Write to us and let us know what
you’ve been doing, what you’re planning for 2009,
who you’ve seen, and who you’d like to hear from.
If you were in New York City for the Cornell football game vs. Columbia in November, I hope you
enjoyed the post-game festivities at the Sy Katz
’31 Parade, when more than 650 Cornellians of all
ages marched down Fifth Avenue. The parade is a
biennial event that was created in the 1970s for
the Big Red Marching Band by Seymour M. Katz
’31 for all to enjoy. This year’s grand marshals
were Gov. David Paterson and Susan Murphy ’73,
PhD ’94. The Honorary Grand Marshals were Helen
“Happy” Keane Reichert ’25 (who was celebrating her 107th birthday) and Bill Vanneman ’31.
The parade ends at the Cornell Club, where the Big
Red Marching Band performs for the large crowd.

‘

do this work to empower rural women’s groups
by training them in IT services. Great work, Molly! Joyce Zelkowitz Cornett has been in touch
with Lisa Karaganoff Cassano ’84. Lisa is married and living in North Carolina, where she and
her husband are raising their twins, a boy and a
girl. Jaan Janes wrote about the November gathering of 18 Sigma Nu brothers in Las Vegas. Jaan
thought they all looked the same until he got
home and was sent an old photo via e-mail by
Abbey Huret. The photo was of Jaan on the Arts
Quad at Fun in the Sun and painted on his chest
was: I Love DG (in the Greek letters).
Joyce Zelkowitz Cornett reminded me of the
time when the bison (or was it a buffalo?) head
was stolen from the library room in Chi Psi—and
it wasn’t returned until a few weeks later. The borrowers of the cherished head remain anonymous.
Perhaps they will reveal themselves at our 25th
Reunion—which will be about 15 months away
when you are reading this column. Many of us
have great memories of when we spent long hours
waiting at the Hot Truck on West Campus, or perhaps being one of the privileged few who could
wait inside to enjoy the warmth and great conversations with Bob Petrillose Sr. Regretfully, I
must report that he passed away in early December. I am sure you will all join me in sending our
class’s deepest sympathy to the Petrillose family.
If you would like more details, there is a website
being developed at www.hottruckbob.com.
When you read this column, 2009 will be well
under way, and I hope you’ve been enjoying the
beginning of the new year. I also hope that you
will take a few minutes to send a quick e-mail to

The entire Staffin family is “knee deep
in dairy and beef cows and everything
that goes with them.”

’

My nephew Brandon, 7, accompanied me (Leslie
Nydick) to the parade this year. When I introduced
Brandon to Happy Reichert, they learned that they
had been born precisely 100 years apart; each was
quite impressed with that fact and they became
fast friends. The parade continues on through the
leadership and coordination of Sy’s children, Alice
Katz Berglas ’66 and Bob Katz ’69, and the tireless efforts of Penny Skitol Haitkin ’65.
Lee Hanlon Muir, MBA ’90 (Algonquin, IL) is
CMO of World Kitchen LLC and enjoys golf and
travel. Her husband is Terry. Brett Wood was appointed president of Toyota Material Handling
USA. Brett has been with Toyota since 1989 and
has held numerous managerial and technical support positions. Prior to joining Toyota, Brett held
engineering positions at IBM and Northrop Aerospace, where he earned the prestigious recognition of engineer of the year. He is also the
president of the Coast Soccer League and resides
in Manhattan Beach, CA, with wife Jamie and
their daughter, Madison. Congratulations, Brett!
An article in the Hindu newspaper detailed
Molly Tschang’s work teaching the use of computers and the Internet to members of self-help
groups in Warangal, India. Molly is a director
with Cisco and said that her company decided to
94

Steven Tomaselli ’88

me or to Joyce to tell us how you’re doing and
what you’re doing. c Leslie Nydick, LNydick
@aol.com; Joyce Zelkowitz Cornett, cornett0667
@comcast.net.
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Have you seen a long-lost Cornell friend recently? Sent a child
off to college? (Yes, it’s happening already.) Gotten married? Completed a
marathon, learned Chinese, or raised money for
your favorite charity? Let us know! Our news bag
is now empty, but the annual class News and Dues
mailing will arrive this spring. Please fill out the
News Form with your class dues, or write to us directly at the addresses at the end of the column.
Susan and I look forward to hearing from you.
Dan Grupp, who works as artist Cosmo Kichman, is the artist-in-residence during March 2009
at the de Young Museum in Golden Gate Park. He
moves his studio to the museum for the month to
show off his process as well as his product. “My
work is zany and fun. I take overdone kitsch objects and over-do them,” he writes. “I call it Ultrakitsch.” For those of you in the San Francisco area,
stop by and see Cosmo. He’s there every afternoon. If you’re not in the area, check out his
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website at www.ultrakitsch.com, which will go live
in March to coincide with the show. Also in California is Richard George, who moved to Beverly
Hills to open the West Coast office of Hospitality
Real Estate Counselors (HREC). He has been a principal in the firm since 2003. HREC, founded by
Mike Cahill ’84, is a full-service real estate group
providing investment banking, consulting, brokerage, and asset management services to the hospitality and casino industries. Almost half of HREC’s
employees are Cornell graduates, mostly Hotelies.
Richard also has a son, Miles, 8, and plays in a
band, which helps him stay in touch with a lot
of the music-loving Cornellians he used to know
in Chicago and is getting to know in California.
Audrey Glassman Vernick has three picture
books under contract with Harper Collins Children’s
Books. Look for Is Your Buffalo Ready for Kindergarten, which will be available summer 2010. Audrey lives in New Jersey with husband Michael ’83
and children Jacob, 13, and Anna, 10. Lauren
Kutner Gerstel (Ardsley, NY) is a senior staff psychologist at the Pace U. Counseling and Personal
Development Center. She also has a private psychology practice. She and husband Jon celebrated the bar mitzvah of her oldest son, Jonah, with
lots of Cornell friends in attendance, including
Jill Friedman Bizenov, Sue Turkheimer Epstein
’87, Sharon Seidman Freedman ’87, and Claudia Grossman Jaffe ’85. Sandhya Fernando and
spouse Gayanath’s son Viyath was one of the many
talented high school students who attended the
2008 Cornell University Summer College Program.
Getting her children ready for Cornell (maybe?!) is a personal job for Mary Metcalfe Hall
(Greer, SC). Mary homeschools daughters Karen,
15, and Kristen, 12. She’s also busy chasing after
Megan, 15 months. “She was a long time in coming and we’re very thankful for her,” writes Mary.
Her husband, Matt ’87, works for Michelin. Along
with their other activities, Mary and Matt are helping plan a church with Sovereign Grace Ministries.
That’s the short, but hopefully useful, column
for this month. Again, we’re looking for YOUR
news, so send it in! c Laura Nieboer Hine, laura
cornell86@sbcglobal.net; or Susan Seligsohn
Howell, susancornell86@comcast.net.
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Spring is nearly here as this column heads to press, and the
promise of a new season motivates many of us to reconnect with old friends.
Even the most technologically challenged among
us have found it easier to stay in touch with a
quick text or e-mail. To that end, we have a few
suggestions on how you can expand your Cornell
network: If you aren’t sure whether your current
contact information is on file at Cornell, just log
on to www.alumni.cornell.edu and you will find a
link to update all of your information. Heidi and I
regularly send out news requests via e-mail, but
can only reach you if Cornell has your current email address. Our Cornell e-mail addresses (Cornell
NetID is available to all alumni!) are at the end of
every column and you can send your news and
current contact information to us—we will make
sure to forward it on to Alumni House. Also, Scott
Pesner has established a group on Facebook for
our class. If you aren’t already a member of Facebook, just log on to www.facebook.com, set up
your profile, and add the group “Cornell Class of
1987.” Our membership is growing and it’s another
great way to find old friends, keep in touch with
classmates, and share news, interests, photos, and
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Career news continues to come in, and whether you are in a job related to your field of study
at Cornell or you have gone in a different direction (or several!) we would really like to hear
from you. Brent Vallat, MS ’89 (San Francisco, CA)
enjoyed a promotion to business manager for personal credit management at Wells Fargo Bank.
Tom Zarembinski took a new job as director of
business development at Glycosan BioSystems in
Salt Lake City, UT. In the fall, he visited Alex
Padilla and Albert Chu in New Jersey.
Gary Markin (Fairfax, VA; garymarkin@cox.
net) sent an update on his busy life. His consulting practice keeps him busy from coast to
coast and he “just finished an engagement with
an early stage company in Australia.” He will also
be teaching in the School of Management at
George Mason U., where he was offered an adjunct faculty position. His wife, Laurie (Teller)
’89, “continues to have success with her medical
practice.” Gary reports that son Jacob competed
as a starter for his team in the Junior Olympic
National Championships for water polo. Jacob’s
team placed seventh nationally, “rare for an East
Coast team.” Daughter Jennifer, “not to be outdone—finished her freshman year as a tri-athlete, lettering in sports in all three seasons and
[also earning] an academic letter.” Gary asks that
any friends passing through the D.C. or northern
Virginia area “drop us a line—we love connecting with our fellow Cornellians!”
Classmates have also given us news about
ways they have connected with Cornell on location. Several have introduced their high schoolage children to campus already. Roberta Simon
and Glen Levins’s daughter Taylor and Amelia Driver and Michael DeStefano ’88’s son Jackson were
among the many talented high school students
who attended the 2008 Cornell University Summer
College Program. And for those who are ready to
head back to campus themselves, you can follow
the example of classmates Diane DeMallie Weidman, Jennifer Stone Lesnick, and Alison Shull,
who attended Cornell’s Adult University in Summer
2008. That’s the news for now! Send your updates
and we will include them in our future columns.
c Brenna Frazer McGowan, bfm26@cornell.edu;
Heidi Heasley Ford, hhf6@cornell.edu.
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Gweetings, cwassmates! Ahem.
Harrumph. Excuse me, let’s try
that again. Greetings, classmates!
No, I have not recently taken classes at the Elmer
Fudd School of Speech and Elocution. I’m sorry,
but as I sit here writing this column in January I
am suffering from one of the worst winter colds I
have had in a very long time. It seems to be going
around as the weather in the Bay Area ping-pongs
between unseasonably warm and unusually cold
for these parts. It is somewhat typical at this time
of year that the amount of classmate news we
have for the column is on the short side, so look
for the annual News and Dues mailing coming this
spring and send news of your life to me, Brad, or
Sharon. You can return the news form in the envelope provided in the mailing, or write to us anytime at the addresses below. Please encourage
classmates with whom you are in contact to do
the same. This will help ensure a steady supply of
news for each of the columns throughout the year.
Let’s get to the news that I do have: Lisa
Widmier (La Jolla, CA) has started a company
called VantAge Pointe Capital Management and Advisor Inc. Her firm provides investment, property,

brokerage, capital sourcing, and asset management
services to the senior housing and healthcare industries. Before starting this venture, Lisa took
off the month of August 2008 and traveled in Europe, including renting a motor yacht in Majorca
for a week. Roderick “RJ” Lavallee has published
his first book, IMHO (In My Humble Opinion): A
guide to the benefits and dangers of today’s communication tools. It has been published through
a new small press, Bent Spoon Multimedia (bent
spoonmultimedia.net). According to RJ, the book
is “a 60,000-foot view of everything from text
messaging to 3D virtual worlds, intended for the
35-and-over crowd who look at thumbs glued to
cell phones or noses glued to laptops and wonder, ‘What happened and how did we get here?’ ”
A documentary film companion to the book should
be released in late spring (about when you read
this column) and the next book in the series
should be ready near the end of 2009. The book
is currently available through Google books or
directly from the Bent Spoon’s print-on-demand
service at www.LuLu.com. When not writing, RJ
takes care of sons Tanner, 9, and Ethan, 6.
Chris Haldopoulos Staffin, MBA ’92, writes
that although she and husband Don ’85, MBA ’87,
have degrees from Arts and Sciences, Engineering,
and the Johnson School, they seem to be “hell-bent
on producing a family of Aggies.” Their four daughters have become avid members of 4H, putting the
entire family “knee deep in dairy and beef cows
and everything that goes with them.” Chris adds
that one benefit of spending so much time around
livestock is that she and Don will never have to
have any of those “embarrassing conversations”
with their adolescent daughters (ages 12, 12, 12,
and 9) because “they are seeing it all first hand
and then explaining it to us!” Class officer Paul
Kitamura sent word from Singapore that his first
Christmas there turned into a “working holiday”
due to the immense internal reporting requirements
of his new employer. He did, however, manage to
have an enjoyable dinner with friends and check
out some of the local attractions in Singapore.
Class treasurer Suzanne Bors Andrews and
husband John visited family in Ithaca over Christmas last year and enjoyed a trip to the Johnson
Museum—where an exhibit of Saturn photographs
was the highlight—and took a wintry walk along
the shore of Cayuga Lake at Stewart Park. Future
reunion chair Angelica Watson Botkin sent a brief
note that the year-end college application process
was driving her more crazy than her son. She
clearly stated that this was “payback time,” as she
took her own college application process as seriously as her son is taking his. Angelica’s mom was
thrilled. Angelica also reports that Lynn Sfanos
married David Reber on Halloween in 2008.
Class president Alan Riffkin sent a few tidbits on a number of classmates with whom he had
dinner in Greenwich Village in New York City before the holidays last year. Michael Weissman is
happily married, living in NYC, and “still a fan actively following the consistently underperforming
Knicks.” Mark Wood is also happily married and living in New York, and travels extensively to unique
worldwide locations for his work. Jeffrey Dupler
also lives in New York and had a second beautiful
daughter late last year. Matthew Bromberg has
two children and moved to Westport, CT. Morton
Lorge also has two children who are “hoping to
follow in the footsteps of their musical father who
likes to write very colorful lyrics.” And Michael
Carner lives on Long Island with his wife and three
kids, coaching their sports teams with every free
March | April 2009
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videos. We are trying to hear from a broad group
of classmates and want to make sure we can reach
you and that you know how to reach all of us.
Here is the most recent news from our class.
We start off with an update from London. Melinda Weir and husband Erik Sorensen have been
in London for the last year and a half, where
Melinda is working for Citigroup in leveraged finance. Their children Mahlon, 9, Katharine, 7, and
Anna, 5, “attend an English school, are having
fun learning rugby and cricket, and have all
picked up English accents.” They are enjoying
their travels around England and the European
continent and “have found London to be much
more international than even New York.” Melinda
reports that they enjoy catching up with Cornellians Chris Bergmann ’86 and Greg Ritchie ’86,
who also hang their hats in London.
Vanessa VanRomondt Cross (Endicott, NY)
keeps busy with children at both ends of the age
spectrum. She is a preschool teacher and last fall
sent her son off to attend his first year as an ILR
student at Cornell. She says she spends most of
her time driving to school and sporting events (a
common theme) but would rather be reading on
the beach (again, a wish shared by many of us!).
She would love to hear from Suzanne James Sisolak. Margaret Toole Newland (Geneva, NY) is director of the Geneva City School District’s after
school program. She also finds time to be a yoga
instructor and Girl Scout leader. Margaret started
a graduate program at the U. of Rochester. She remembers how the Cornell campus “always seemed
to ‘breathe’ with life and ‘bustle’ with activity.”
She would love to reconnect with Robin Lippert.
Suzan Salzberg Moore (Monmouth Beach, NJ)
writes that she is a physician specializing in obstetrics and gynecology. Also in New Jersey, Charlie Muller and spouse Debbie (Kranz) kept busy
with three boys playing football this past fall. As
this column goes to print, I am sure they are fully immersed in lacrosse season. Charlie sees Steve
Long every Tuesday night when they play in their
Old Dog Lacrosse league and says, “It may not be
pretty to watch, but it sure is fun to play.” Charlie
saw Marty McCormick when he paid a visit to New
York from Chicago in the fall. In addition to keeping track of Charlie and their boys, Debbie also
keeps busy with her company and went for her
black belt in Tae Kwon Do in 2008. Lisa Panek
Francese calls California home, but is currently
based in Singapore where she works as a registered
nurse in the American embassy and as a substitute
nurse at the Singapore American School. “I love
it,” she reports. Lisa and James ’86 moved in 2005
after spending two years in Australia. She gets
back stateside on occasion and has enjoyed spending time with family and friends in California, New
York, and Connecticut. Lisa recalls her walks across
campus to meet a friend at the Big Red Barn. She
would like to hear from Linnea Larson.
Maureen Donnelly ’91 wrote to give us news
about her friend Karen Erickson, who was promoted to full professor with tenure at the School
of Medicine at the U. of North Carolina, Chapel
Hill. Karen is also director of the Center for Literacy and Disability Studies. Bob Forness sent a
quick note about the fantastic trip to Alaska he,
wife Lindsay (Liotta) ’84, and kids enjoyed in
the fall. Stacey Neuhoefer Silberzweig attended
the Cornell-Columbia game in November 2008
with husband Jeff and son Ian. She saw Scott
Pesner, Debra Howard Stern, and Heidi Russell
there and reported that “attendance was surprisingly good despite the weather.”
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moment. Well, that is it for now. Until next time,
I wish you peace. c Steven Tomaselli, st89@cornell.edu; Brad Mehl, bam62@cornell.edu; and
Sharon Nunan Stemme, sen28@cornell.edu.
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Greetings, Class of ‘89ers! Twenty
years has passed in the blink of
an eye! Hard to believe, but reunion is just around the bend and hopefully many
of us will be there to catch up with each other. In
the meantime, here are some news bits to tide you
over. George Lopez joined Watson Wyatt Worldwide
last November as a senior account manager in their
New York office. He has been reconnecting with fellow alumni in preparation for our reunion. He
spoke to Phil Goodrum and his wife Amy (Wilson); they’re enjoying the holiday season with
their son Parker in Manlius, NY, and have also
heard from Alan Pittler, who is busy with his new
role as associate general counsel for the U. of
Pittsburgh. George was reminiscing about the Hot
Truck, Bob Petrillose (RIP, Bob), and the fabulous
WGCs he ate freshman year with Matt Hamada,
Stephen Maebius, and Paul Zuber ’88. Steve
commented on how great the WGCs tasted after
several pitchers of beer. Matt was happy he knew
nothing about cholesterol during his Hot Truck
days and felt that he would’ve benefited from a
customer loyalty program. Paul Zuber finally tied
the knot in November—a beautiful wedding on
the Saturday following the election of Barack
Obama. Can Paul settle down and leave the single life behind? YES HE CAN!
Tom Nemeth reports that he and daughter
Lucy, 6, have finished their first year of Suzuki

violin. Dad is still better than Lucy but figures
she’ll rocket past him in a few years. Dorothy,
17 months, can sing along surprisingly well. Rob
O’Keefe has a beautiful daughter Aisling, 3, and
is the owner (with his wife) of Arc Aspicio (www.
arcaspicio.com), a management consulting company that focuses on homeland security. Last summer his family took a trip to Tuscany and Sorrento.
Antoinette LaVecchia closed last winter in A
Touch of the Poet in NYC opposite Daniel J. Travanti (“Hill St. Blues”) and Ellen Crawford (“E.R.”),
receiving wonderful reviews in the New York Times:
“Antoinette LaVecchia sparkles as the pale, eccentric Mrs. Harford, the mother of the well-to-do
Yankee whom Sara wants to marry. Mrs. Harford’s
long speech about the Harford family and freedom
is more thematic than dramatic, but the actress
draws you into its strange American space, making it a high point of the production” (by Rachel
Saltz, published Dec. 10, ’08). Prior to that, she
played Ariadne in Heartbreak House at Two River
Theatre Co. in New Jersey, was in the New York
Musical Theatre Festival in a new musical, and
earlier last year starred in Little Dog Laughed at
Portland Center Stage.
Amy Oliver Mascolo lives in Doylestown, PA,
where husband Richard ’90 is a cardiologist in private practice. She is very busy taking care of their
children Monica, 10, Christina, 7, and Jack, 4, and
loves Doylestown. This past summer Amy and her
sister Nell Oliver Thomas ’88, MBA ’93, took part
in an event called “Women Swimmin’,“ in which
they (and more than 250 other women) swam
across Cayuga Lake to raise money for Ithaca Hospicare. Their very special friend Lauren MacIntyre
was there in a canoe to guide them across the

lake. The entire event raised almost $300,000 and
Amy was thrilled to be a part of it. Amy keeps in
touch with lots of Cornellians. She vacations in the
summer with a group of Cornell families including
Kim Mooney McNulty ’90, husband Tom, and children Andrew, 10, Griffin, 9, and Caitlin, 5. Also
joining them, Michael Teich ’90, wife Kathy, and
children Ethan, 9, Talia, 6, and Coby, 4, and David
Young ’90, wife Michelle, and kids Maddie, 6, and
Michael, 3. She also gets together regularly with
Kelly Goldstein Shea, husband Paul ’90, and kids
Isabelle, 8, Catherine, 6, and Spencer, 3, and keeps
in touch with Catherine Park Alleva ’90 (Placitas,
NM), husband Mario, and son Alex, 1. She caught
up last winter with Ted Julian, who lives in Lincoln, MA, with wife Ellen and kids Josh and Jessie.
Eileen Krill was married in Washington, DC,
in September ’08 to Kevin Landy. They live in D.C.,
where Eileen works for washingtonpost.com and
Kevin is an attorney on Capitol Hill. Guests at the
wedding included Amy Parker Sumida, Aaron
Sumida, Judith Goldfinger Dutch, Dina Stein
Propp, Laura Kates Hirsch, Lisa Wisser Agha,
Stephanie Holtz Adams, Bonnie Glick ’88, Deborah Goldberg ’91, and Brian Scott ’90. Jinny
VanDeusen Mansfield lives in Saratoga Springs, NY,
with her kids Kate, 11, and Jack, 9. She does brand
development and PR work for WeJustGotBack.com,
a family travel website co-founded by fellow
Saratogian Suzanne Rowan Kelleher ’86. Emily
Farnham Mastrianni also lives in town, and they
try to get together with Mickey Gottesman Kamfjord (Cincinnati, OH) and Elise Billings Hamann
(East Greenwich, RI) several times a year—with
and without kids (numbering ten in all). Jinny also
keeps in touch with Tracy Rubin Huebner, who
lives outside of San Francisco with her family.
Janine Peyser Lossing still lives in Potomac,
MD, with husband Howard and kids Sarah, 13, and
Brian, 10. She sees Kathryn Underberg Zimmerman and her family often. Brian plays soccer
with Alexander Byck, son of Howard and Eliana
Saragovia Byck. Janine spent last summer on vacation in St. Tropez with Kristi Young Gilbert
and her family.
Well, that’s about it for the column. Remember you can also keep in touch via our class
group on Facebook (Cornell Class of 1989), or email news to any of us any time. We love to hear
from you! See you at reunion! c Lauren Hoeflich, laurenhoeflich@yahoo.com; Stephanie
Bloom Avidon, savidon1@hotmail.com; Mike
McGarry, mmcgarry@dma-us.com; Anne Czaplinski Treadwell, ac98@cornell.edu.
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Maybe we should call it the
Ithaca Effect. We noticed that
many of you dream of lounging
in warmer climes. Of course, others simplified matters by living in a more southerly environment.
Ellen Alence Matheson has been busy on the personal and professional fronts. Son Keenan Jacob
joined big sister Gillian in the summer of 2007,
and less than six months later, Ellen bought the
veterinary clinic where she had been working in
Lithia, FL. She since renamed it Alafia River Animal Hospital and is building a new clinic next door
that includes luxury boarding and doggie day care.
Many of us would have a tough time keeping up
with marathoner Amy Kawamura Lambrecht. She
and husband Mark ’87 live in Huntsville, AL, where
she is a homemaker and art instructor; presumably,
the “beautiful scenery” of the area and “funky
town” of Ithaca have influenced her artistic eye.
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Have you heard the news? Facebook
is not just for kids. Really, it’s true.
Many of you are already active

participants in this online social networking phenomenon. Some of you (like me) have hesitated to
join (Isn’t LinkedIn for the grown ups? Do I really
want to share that much on the Internet?). You
may be astonished to learn how many people you
know are on Facebook. If you have not already
done so, check out the Cornell Class of 1991
Group created by Charles Wu. It is open to all
people on the Cornell Network (not just members
of the Class of ’91). You will need a Cornell e-mail
address to join. You can find instructions on the
homepage: http://www.facebook.com/group.
php?gid=39459233734. As more classmates join,
it will become a terrific resource for the most current information about the comings and goings of
the Class of ’91 (complete with photos) and plans
for our next reunion. It is my New Year’s resolution
to give Facebook a try. I hope to see you there.
Now on to one of my favorite methods of
voyeurism: the Class of 1991 Class Notes! Natalie
Schwartz Mariuzza has written The Teacher Chronicles: Confronting the Demands of Students, Parents,
Administrators and Society. The book, based on
Natalie’s interviews with more than 50 teachers
around the country, reveals the challenges and
pressures teachers face from a host of sources. “I
wrote The Teacher Chronicles to give parents insight
into the perspective of teachers, enabling them
to develop productive and successful relationships
with their children’s teachers.” The book also offers teachers the opportunity to learn how their
colleagues have successfully overcome challenges.
The Teacher Chronicles was released on Sept. 8,
2008 and is available on Amazon.com.
In August 2008 Kevin Lemanowicz began
his 13th year at FOX 25 in Boston, MA. He has
been the chief meteorologist from the first day
FOX 25 went on the air in 1996. FOX 25 has grown
from a one-hour 10 p.m. newscast. Now, Kevin
does the 5 p.m., 5:30 p.m., 10 p.m., and 11 p.m.
newscasts five days a week. Kevin and his wife Alina celebrated their 16th wedding anniversary in
October 2008. Older son Conor, 11, started middle
school this year and is into everything from scouting to art to football. Jacob, 8, is in 3rd grade and
loves any sport he can play at any time, anywhere.
Kevin and Alina couldn’t be more proud of them.
Last April (2008), the family took a spring break
trip to Niagara Falls, NY. On the way, Kevin
brought them to Ithaca to visit Cornell, where
they caught a Cornell baseball game vs. Columbia.
The boys even went home with a foul ball. After
trekking around campus, they visited Kevin’s fraternity, Lambda Chi Alpha. Then he introduced all
of them to deep-dish pizza at the Nines. Kevin
says, “It was every bit as delicious as I remember.” The Lemanowicz family left with new Cornell
gear they proudly wear around Franklin, MA.
Mark and Pallavi Gholkar Homan (Palo Alto,
CA) have been living in the San Francisco Bay Area
for the past ten years. After a decade of debating
whether to return to Colorado, they have decided
to stay in California and are building their dream
home just a few blocks from the Stanford campus.
Their children Maya, 8, and Vijay, 5, are the joys
of their parents’ lives. Mark writes that Maya is an
angel with the soul of a saint, and Vijay is all mischief. Pallavi was promoted last year to director of
product management for Mail at Yahoo! and Mark
has been at Cisco since 1998, currently as senior
director, responsible for the six customer care call
centers around the world. When he wrote, Mark and
Pallavi were getting ready to host Rick and Elise
Wiener Joy in November 2008 on a surprise trip
to Napa, CA, to celebrate Rick’s 40th birthday. Jean

Signorelli Spiegel lives in Ballston Lake, NY, with
husband Bruce and their two daughters, 6 and 1.
In her present “day job,” Jean is a store manager
at Kohl’s department store. After hours, Jean is
busy shepherding her daughters to their many activities, volunteering at their schools, and organizing community events. The Spiegel family spends
much of their summer at the lake house in beautiful Aurora, NY (30 minutes from Ithaca). After three
years in Davidson, NC, Matt and Cristina Moeder
Shaul and son James, 8, moved back to Newtown,
CT, where Matt has taken on a new role at Hewitt
Associates (the firm he joined right out of Cornell),
leading the company’s HR outsourcing business in
the Eastern US and in Canada. The Shauls loved
their southern living, but are enjoying being back
in the Northeast and seeing old friends.
Last fall, professor of Astronomy Dr. Steve
Squyres delivered amazing presentations about the
Mars rovers to several gatherings of Cornell alumni and friends. Tamara Fox, Alex Bonne, Charles
Wu, and Kathy Kraus Bolks enjoyed hearing Prof.
Squyres in San Jose, CA, on November 5. Bob
Baca, Meredith Clark Shachoy, Nicole Bisagni Del
Toro, Nicole Doria-Rose, PhD ’98, Chris Selley,
Marrita Murphy, and William Kim attended the
presentation, and the “Return from Mars” reception, in Washington, DC, on Nov. 20.
News of new babies continues to stream in.
Ejnar Knudsen and wife Elizabeth adopted a baby
girl in 2007, and now they are expecting triplets.
Last year Ejnar received the Young Alumni of the
Year award from CALS. Ejnar and Raju Shah ’90
(Hotel) manage a hedge fund in California that
focuses on investing in public food and agriculture companies. Cassius Drake, an emergency
room doctor and medical director of a freestanding emergency room outside of Detroit, and his
wife welcomed second son Xavier on Oct. 6, 2008.
Mollie Finch Hunter and husband John welcomed
a new baby girl in July 2008. Catherine joins big
brothers Luke, 3, and James, 18 months. And if
three kids in three years isn’t excitement enough,
the Hunter family moved in August from Norfolk,
VA, to Bremerton, WA, where John (CDR, US
Navy) is stationed aboard the aircraft carrier USS
John C. Stennis.
Liza Jones Hards and husband Steve welcomed their first child, Tyler Steven, on Aug. 26,
2008. In July, Liza gathered with many of her Tri
Delta sisters at Denise Law LaGalia’s house for a
baby shower in Liza’s honor. Attendees included
Suzanne Schafer Skalski, Jennifer Tauras Twining, Jennifer Sampson McBride, Kimberly Martin-Epstein, Noelle Briand ’90, and Ariane
Schreiber Horn, JD ’96. Less than one month later, on Sept. 23, 2008, Kimberly Martin-Epstein and
wife Peg welcomed daughter Beatrix. These proud
new moms had an amazing 2008, explaining “it
is wonderful to be legally married, and we are so
fortunate to live in this place and time where we
can really be Bea’s moms TOGETHER.”
If you find yourself missing Ithaca during
these years between reunions, consider participating in one of the wonderful programs offered
by Cornell’s Adult University (CAU) on-campus
summer classes. Three of our classmates participated in programs in 2008, including Kim Brown
Bixler and Amy Wefer Faucher, who enjoyed the
Tennis program, and Patricia Skibitsky Oleyourryk, who attended the Guerilla Cooking class.
Happy 40th birthday to the majority of the Class
of 1991. Please share stories about how you celebrated (or plan to celebrate) this significant
milestone and we will include them in our columns
March | April 2009
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Lauren Berkow is assistant professor of anesthesia and critical care medicine at Johns Hopkins
Medical Inst. When she’s not working, she’s busy
raising two daughters with husband Curt Kuhn.
Lauren fondly recalls Hot Truck, Ruloff’s nachos,
and draft beer at the Chapter House. Jonathan
Warmflash is a dentist in Portland, OR, where he
recently purchased a home. A father of Hana, 10,
Jake, 9, and Eden, 2, he is also a political junkie
(without naming names, we can safely say he is
satisfied with the outcome of the election) and
remains a Mets fan despite life on the left coast.
Jonathan notes the passage of youth and late
night Hot Truck runs, some presumably conducted with Willy Walter, John Lozada, Ted Kowalski, and John Rezai. If you visit Princeton, NJ,
stop and chat with Jessica Durrie at Small World
Coffee. She has two shops and a wholesale roastery. Jessica’s extracurricular activities are fully
decaffeinated: running, yoga, gardening, and
playing with her kids and friends. She recently
traveled for three weeks to South Africa with the
kidlets. Everyone had a fantastic trip. She dreams
of residing abroad in sunny Spain or Mexico for
a year. At Cornell she lived at Watermargin and
made long runs in the countryside.
Despite a common longing for a beach vacation, some of our classmates are currently within striking distance of Cayuga’s waters. Holly
Jean Nachbar Heidelberger has been busy taking
care of her sons Nathan and Luke, who are only
a year apart in age, but recently returned to work
part-time for her brother Scott Nachbar ’87, DVM
’91. Holly would love to hear from Dave Herz.
Dave Coyne spent the early part of the year training for his fourth Boston Marathon, which he ran
as part of the Dana-Farber Marathon Challenge
Team, collecting more than $5,000 in donations.
He achieved his goal of finishing in under 3:45,
despite a bout of cramps on a hill in Newton that
the Boston Globe captured. You can read more
about Dave’s marathon experience at coynefamily.net. He also enjoyed his third year of running
his own growing remodeling business in West
Springfield, MA. Dave remembers great times with
his brothers at Zeta Beta Tau and would love to
hear from Eric Jansson ’91, an old chess buddy
from the EDUCO program in Paris.
Elizabeth Wayner Boham is a physician at
the UltraWellness Center in Lenox, MA, where she
works with Dr. Mark Hyman ’82. Outside of work,
she enjoys taking care of the children she has
with husband Eric ’88: Ama, 7, and Tismark, 5.
Not too long ago, Elizabeth went to Orlando for
a girls’ weekend with Kartini Collier Moran and
Christina DePiero Berry. Nancy Sturm Anton
(Penfield, NY) is a project manager for Beck Ag
Inc. She and husband Bob have children Jack, 8,
Maddy, 6, and Grace, 5. Of Cornell she most fondly recalls “good friends then and now—that is
the ‘beautiful’ part of it.”
Farther afield, Yvonne So is VP of marketing
and corporate communications, Asia for Christie’s.
She travels for work and doesn’t have much time
for extracurricular activities, but remembers the falls
and “looking out at the snow scene from inside
Risley.” Yvonne would love to hear from Danielle
Saba. c Tamiko Toland, stmoluag@yahoo.com;
Amy Wang Manning, aw233@cornell.edu; Kelly
Roberson, kelly-roberson@sbcglobal.net.
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throughout the year. c Ariane Schreiber Horn,
ams14@cornell.edu; Kathryn Kraus Bolks, klk22@
cornell.edu; Sharlyn Carter Heslam, sheslam@
berkshirepartners.com.
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Greetings, everyone! With 2008
over in the blink of an eye, we’re
well into the New Year with a
fresh outlook, a renewed enthusiasm, perhaps some
resolutions—which a good friend told me are made
to be broken (meaning I can still have my one
chocolate bar a day and not feel guilty!)—and,
of course, updates from our fellow classmates!
Congrats to Dylan Willoughby, MFA ’95,
who has just received a residency fellowship for
his writing to the MacDowell Colony in Peterborough, NH. This is a very prestigious honor since
the MacDowell Colony, the leading artist colony in
the nation, accepts only about 10 percent of the
1,700 applicants per year. Good luck to you, Dylan. Let your creative juices flow! Mark Meritt reports that he has just completed his first album,
“Everyone’s Invited,” which can be heard in its
entirety on http://theoffhandband.com. Mark,

who also teaches piano and leads music/arts workshops as part of Potluck Creative Arts, recently
became licensed as a teacher of the Simply Music method, an Australian-developed program.
When not concentrating on his musical career and
talents, Mark spends time with Jennifer, his wife
of almost ten years, and daughter Sophia, 5, who
is “quite a delightful character.”
Two members of our class participated in the
2008 Cornell Adult University program. Tahl BenYehuda Saidel took part in the Outdoor Thrills
session, and Jacqueline Shulman Dobranski, DVM
’97, learned about bioscience advances in the
Unnatural History seminar. That’s all the news for
now! Look for the annual News and Dues mailing
coming this spring and send in your news! c
Lois Duffy Castellano, lkd2@cornell.edu; Jean
Kintisch, jmk226@cornell.edu; Megan Fee Torrance, megan@torranceinc.com.
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Happy spring, everyone. I have
loads of news from News and
Dues forms and e-mails this
cycle—more than I have room to print, so if you

Speed Racer
Kevinn Matthews ’94

L

ong before the sun rises each weekday, Kevinn Matthews can usually be found stretching in the parking lot of a gym that hasn’t yet opened. After his weightlifting regimen, he puts in a full workday as an
attorney for Legal Aid Services of Oklahoma;
then he climbs onto his bicycle for his second daily workout, a ninety-minute ride.
Matthews is in training for what he calls his
“other job”—sprint cycling. In the sport,
two cyclists ride 1,000 meters around an
enclosed track. Only the last 200 meters are
timed; riders, who sprint at average speeds
of forty miles an hour, aim to edge out the
competition by conserving energy on the
first 800 meters and positioning themselves
behind their opponents to improve aerodynamics. Says Matthews: “Consider sprint
cyclists the gladiators of cycling.”
A graduate of the College of Architecture, Art, and Planning, Matthews devotes
most of his free time to his cycling career.
In addition to the time spent at the gym,
on his bike, and in yoga classes, he makes
the four-hour drive from Tulsa to Frisco,
Texas, to train at a velodrome almost every
weekend. “It becomes evident who’s been
doing their training and who’s just been
putting in their time,” Matthews says.
Now sponsored by PowerBar, Matthews
participates in sprint races around the country and has competed in the annual national
championships. But even with his many hours of high-speed training, he says he can still
appreciate a lazy ride around the neighborhood. “I can hop on a bicycle and cruise, and
it makes the world a little easier,” he says. “It’s all still riding a bike. ”
— Liz DeLong
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don’t see your news here, stay tuned. Nancy
Thevenin is the deputy director for arbitration and
ADR for North America for the Int’l Chamber of
Commerce Int’l Court of Arbitration. When she is
not working she enjoys traveling and dancing. Carolyn Ohms started a new job at ABC-TV. While that
keeps her busy, she and husband Nick Holowaty
enjoyed the fall weather with apple picking in
October in New Jersey. Jeffrey Woodring works at
UBS as a derivatives trader. He and his family—
including kids Marra, 6, Parker, 5, and Todd, 2—
live in Connecticut. They took a great trip out west
to Utah, Wyoming, Montana, and Idaho. Carey
Epstein, MBA ’98, wrote to say that she is a VP of
human resources for Marriot Int’l. She and husband
Ken Goldberg, MBA ’97, enjoy spending time with
daughters Marisa, 7, and Emma, 18 months.
From the medical folks in our midst, we get
the following updates: R. Andrew Sewell works as
a physician at West Haven V.A. hospital and works
in research. Natasha Frangopoulos Keenan is an
otolaryngologist—a head and neck surgeon. In her
spare time she enjoys running, yoga, eating, and
live music. Brandon Bankowski is a reproductive
endocrinologist for Oregon Reproductive Medicine.
In his spare time he skis and grows
blueberries and has been learning to
kite-surf. Meg Langelotti Pierce is
a physician assistant in dermatology
in Daytona Beach. She and husband
Doug celebrated their seventh anniversary with son Daniel Cameron,
3, and daughter Madeline Rose, 1.
New arrivals keep coming. Laurie Mayes welcomed baby Katherine
(“Katie”) in April. Big sisters Jackie
and Caroline are thrilled with their
new sib. Shelly Inglis has been busy
taking care of her first baby, Ezra Inglis-Nela, born August 10. Shelly is
a rule of law advisor for the UN Office of the Secretary General. Adam
Gartenberg and wife Leslie welcomed
Eli Benjamin on Sept. 6. Big brothers Jacob, 6, and Noah, 3, remain
very excited about their baby brother and do a great job helping out
around the house and ensuring Eli
never suffers from a lack of attention. Adam started a new position as
team lead for social marketing initiatives for IBM’s Data Management
Solutions and continues to enjoy living in Raleigh, NC (though they miss
their friends up North). Tamar Dolgen writes, “Everything is good with
me, but very busy since my maternity leave just ended and I started
back at my marketing job at Warner
Bros. I was sorry to miss reunion, but
I had a good excuse. We had our second child, a baby boy, Moises Guillermo, on May 29 in Los Angeles, CA.
He made his first trip to Ithaca this
September with his sister Rose, 3. We
stopped in New York City, too, and
got to see Tracy Newman Porosoff
with son Benji and Stacey Schwartz
with daughters Lily and Charlotte. A
few weeks after we left, Stacey had
her third daughter, Maddie Sarah.
We also stopped in Ridgewood, NJ,
to visit Larissa Shlahet Wunder
and her boys Jonah and Leo—my
husband Sergio started an organic
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Our 15th Reunion will take place
June 4-7, 2009. If you haven’t
already made plans to attend,
please check out our website at http://classof
94.alumni.cornell.edu for all the details, including
a survey and a link to our group on Facebook. Our
hardworking co-chairs Nelly Molano di Targiani
and Mary Sue Page Youn are putting together a
wonderful long weekend packed with events. The
beauty of reunion is the opportunity to enjoy
campus without the specter of that 20-page paper
you should have started a week ago, or the three
prelims you meant to study for during brunch at
Willard Straight before you got distracted by the
shrimp. Plus, didn’t it always irk you that just as
the weather was getting glorious, we had to pack
up our sweaters and go home?
New Jersey is not only the birthplace of the
most delectable heirloom tomatoes, but the base
for many of our fellow classmates: Christopher
Claps (Red Bank, NJ) is senior vice president of
quantitative analysis at Contemporary Healthcare
Capital. He holds an MBA from New York U. and an
MBS from the U. of Medicine and Dentistry of New
Jersey, Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences.
Lisa Dobruskin (Manalapan, NJ), a laparoscopic
and bariatric surgeon, lives with husband Roman
and baby Daniel, 8 months. Marni Chasin-Garfinkle (Short Hills, NJ), mother of Jake, 7, and Ryan,
5, checked in from a mini-reunion of her own: “I
decided to take up running as a hobby/sport and
set a goal to run the Philadelphia half-marathon,
which my husband and I ran together on Nov. 23.
Heather Lipson Brucker ’95 ran the Philly 8k the
same day and then came over to the half-marathon
to wait for us as we crossed the finish line. We
then headed over to Lauren Koch Elman, MD ’98’s

house outside of Philly to catch up and have a little celebration with her and Randee Strair Brunner and their families. It was a great day.”
Some Garden State babies to report: Jersey
City resident Allison Hamilton-Rohe welcomed
son Jacob (“Jake”) Maxwell on August 21. “Big
sister Adelia is so proud!” Our own alumni class
president, Meghan Concannon Hess (Chatham,
NJ), wrote with the news of her third daughter,
Caroline, on Sept. 2. The new addition joins
twins Lynsey and Talie, almost 5. Just across the
river, native New Yorkers Mara Leff and Dan
Wood, who met shortly after the beginning of our
time at Cornell, are thrilled to announce the birth
of son Aden Baxter, born Nov. 21.
And now for the latest from New England.
From Massachusetts, Greg Gerstenzang reported
the birth of son William Frederick on Aug. 19.
Sarah Pryputniewicz writes, “I eloped with
Jonathan Skroch ’95, ME ’96, on May 15 in Providence, RI. Small, private ceremony, long weekend in Rhode Island, so far, so good. Other than
that, I’m still at Harvard Medical School’s New
England Primate Research Center as a research assistant. Still looking for that perfect house with
enough yard space for my big vegetable garden
(and possibly a dog).” The idea of wide-open
spaces also appeals to Hemda Mizrahi, who has
decided to divide her time between Manhattan and
Great Barrington, MA: “I am expanding my coaching and consulting work from career/life coaching to integrate the context of wellness. The
Berkshires offer an ideal environment to enhance
quality of life, balance, and well-being, and I’m
doing just that by engaging more in the practice
of yoga, outdoor sports, and the arts, while continuing to enjoy the benefits of NYC life and my
consulting work with JP Morgan Chase.”
Moving far, far, away from our Northeast-centric sphere, we have Monica Flores and Genesis
Lodise, who moved to Hawaii in 2007. Their
daughter Maia (who joined big brother Gus) was
born at home last August. “It was a speedy labor
with no time to call the midwife, so dad delivered the baby and cut the cord!” said Monica, a
Web developer for 10K Webdesign. Her first book,
Fifty-one Ways to Build Your Community of Clients
Online, was released last fall. Photographer Debby Bushell Gans has also made the leap to the
bookshelf; she drew on her Hotelie roots when
shooting for a cookbook coming out this spring.
Log on to www.debbygansphotography.com for
samples of her portrait work. “My interest in children’s photos became a fun, part-time job after
my son was born five years ago,” she writes.
“Now that I have two kids, it has become a fulltime portrait business that keeps me proofing
into the wee hours of the morning.”
Former Cornell Daily Sun writer Sung J. Woo,
who earned his MFA in creative writing at New York
U. in 2006, is now a debut novelist. Told from multiple viewpoints, Everything Asian chronicles the
life of a Korean immigrant family in New Jersey.
Sung’s work has appeared in the New York Times
Magazine and McSweeney’s (www.sungjwoo.com/
everything-asian). c Dika Lam, dikaweb@yahoo.
com; Jennifer Marchant, jennifer.marchant@
PostFoods.com; Dineen Pashoukos Wasylik,
dmp5@cornell.edu.
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Hello, 1995! Welcome to your
springtime Class Notes. For me,
this is a very special edition of
our regular gathering place. After more than eight

years of writing about various classmates’ weddings
and 13 years of reading about them, I now get a
chance to write about mine: In the midst of a hurricane on Sept. 6, ’08, Abra Benson, MBA ’04,
married Dr. Christopher Perrie at the Willows in Villanova, PA. Valerie McGuire ’94 was the maid of
honor, and Ana Fill served as one of the readers.
Classmates in attendance included Charles Hamilton, MBA ’04, Jeremy Zhu, and Stephanie Gendell. Following the wedding, the couple spent two
sunny weeks in Bali, Indonesia. Earlier in 2008, on
February 17, Sarah Lefton and Bill Selig tied the
knot in San Francisco. The couple was thrilled to
celebrate their special day with Jesse Lefton Zilberstein ’98, Siobhan Adcock, MFA ’04, Tim Cosgrove ’96, Jennifer Chen, Melanie Lefkowitz,
Laurel Mattrey, Matthew Gershuny, and Ashley
Dawn Weiss. In October, Sarah launched her new
venture, G-dcast.com which is an animated series
for the Web. John Rubino, MHA ’98, is enjoying his
relatively recent marriage. John writes, “Hadley and
I were married at Rosecliff Mansion in Newport, RI,
on Oct. 7, ’07. Cornell was WELL represented at the
wedding. We honeymooned for three weeks in the
Greek Islands. Santorini was our favorite.”
Several more future Cornellians have joyfully
entered the world! Tom Van Buren and wife Liz
welcomed daughter Kara Anne on July 16. In addition to the new role of daddy, Tom is the vice
president of supply and wholesale at Ferrell North
America in Overland Park, KS. In Hawaii one month
later, Hana greeted her parents Becky Gardner and
Michito Kawai on August 24. Becky is taking time
off from her job as an attorney to raise her daughter. Debra Tjoa sent in a quick note announcing
the arrival of her daughter, Coral Tomczyszyn.
Vets, lawyers, doctors, and surgeons—oh my!
Brooke Yules James is a veterinarian and practice
owner in Colorado and recently opened a second
veterinary facility for her practice. Harry Surden
left the Golden State (California, to you and me)
to become a law professor at the U. of Colorado,
Boulder. Harry specializes in intellectual property law. As one leaves, another arrives. Oren Fix
moved back to San Francisco to work at the UC
San Francisco Medical Center as a transplant hepatologist. Living in Arizona, Matthew Hansen
works as an orthopedic surgeon and enjoys family activities, golf, and being outside when not in
the O.R. In Connecticut, Shin Lin is a nephrology
fellow at the Yale School of Medicine and—as of
press time—was looking for a job.
News out of the great Northwest includes an
update from Laurent Picard. Laurent is a firefighter
and paramedic for the City of Portland, OR, Fire and
Rescue. His after-hours activities include working
as a city councilor for the City of Hood River, OR.
As if he’s not busy enough already, Laurent is
opening a luxury bed and breakfast overlooking the
spectacular Columbia River Gorge in the summer
of 2009. In Washington, Jeanne Koetje Justice
works for the City of Redmond as an engineering
supervisor of the natural resources division. She is
in charge of storm water, stream/habitat restoration, and protection projects. Also in Washington,
Michael Kim is a land developer by day and works
in franchise development for the Seattle Flying
Fish Co. by night. Busy! Busy! Busy!
Going from the West to the East, Signe
Freiberg Whitson sends word that she is a program
administrator for the LSCI Inst. for a training program that offers verbal de-escalation skills to
professionals working with troubled kids in Allentown, PA. Signe co-authored a text entitled, The
Angry Smile: The Psychology of Passive Aggressive
March | April 2009
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candy company, yummyearth.com, with Larissa’s
husband, Rob.”
We also have some wedding news: Constance
Wilson married Esau Williams on Jan. 12, ’08.
Rachel Yarkon Khedouri wrote, “I got married on
Sept. 14 to Elie Khedouri at the Glen Island Harbour Club in New Rochelle, NY. Cornellians in attendance included Lori Hamrick Bean, Eric
Wigginton, Karen Rothenberg Kramer, Caryn Angelson ’94, Roz Black, and Michael Nelson ’92.
We are now coming back to reality after an amazing honeymoon in French Polynesia. I am working
as a legal director for Schering-Plough Corp. and
we are splitting our time between apartments in
New York City and New Jersey.” From the newlyweds, to the longtime weds: Per Jacobson and
Betsy Wilson celebrated their tenth wedding anniversary in their new house in Evanston, IL. Their
kids Nathan, 5, and Evelyn, 2, are especially excited about the three-story tree house built by
their uncle Christopher Wilson, JD ’01. Betsy still
works as a defense lawyer and mitigation specialist on death penalty cases, and business is brisk.
Per has been at Leo Burnett for ten years, now as
an executive creative director. “We were sad that
we couldn’t make our 15th Reunion, but promise
to be there for 20!” And speaking of Reunion, Peter Hedlund, MA/MRP ’00, wrote to say that he
“enjoyed seeing Rockledge brothers Chris Wittemann, Matt Staid, Steve Hissong, and Dave Bombard at Reunion, along with Zia Kahn. We realized
why we can only do this once every five years.” He
thanked the staff for all their organizing. Don’t we
all! c Yael Berkowitz Rosenberg, ygb1@cornell.
edu; Melissa Hart Moss, melimoss@yahoo.com;
Melissa Carver Sottile, mtcsottile@yahoo.com.
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Behavior in Families, Schools, and Workplaces.
Signe’s second day job is Mommy to daughters
Hannah, 5, and Elle, 3. In the Big Apple, David
Giesecke is a senior associate in equity research
at Wedbush Morgan Securities. Working as a senior associate at Korn/Ferry Int’l in Atlanta, GA,
Erik Berkule enjoys painting, playing soccer, and
spending time with his 9-month-old son. And the
winner of the most East award goes to Larissa
Selepouchin Stockton, who lives in Surrey, England, with husband Richard ’92. She is a mother
of three and an interior decorator.
Thanks, very much, to everyone who sent in
updates! And to those hording their news, please
release it and share it with others. It is always
a joy to hear from you. c Abra Benson Perrie,
amb8@cornell.edu; Alison Torrillo French,
amt7@cornell.edu. Class website, http://classof
95.alumni.cornell.edu.
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Got news? My perpetually emailed question to classmates
often yields details of weddings,
babies, and promotions. But today’s inbox turned
up this from Stephanie Sanok: “I’m guessing that
it counts as ‘news’ that today is the first day of my
year as a State Dept. employee in Baghdad. Yes,
I volunteered; yes, I am happy to be here. As a
congressional staffer on the House Armed Services Committee, I had been to Iraq about ten
times in the last two years, and I finally got tired
of talking about other public servants ‘doing something.’ Admittedly, I am at a career crossroads—
I hope this year will help me to reflect on what I
want to do and where I want to go. Also, the
next 12 months will be interesting as the US military shifts its focus and the Iraqi government
and the State Dept. accept more responsibilities.”
Before taking off for Baghdad, Stephanie says she
got to spend time with Mel Unemori Hampe ’94,
Raquel Francis Ellis ’94, and Audrey Kleinsmith
Storm, and she promises to touch base via Facebook—if only to assure us “that I’m alive and
doing well over here in ‘the sandbox!’“ A world
away from Baghdad, Julie Ross reports that she’s
been in the Dominican Republic for more than
two years. She first arrived with the US government, working on the Haitian border on HIV and
pregnancy prevention and nutrition promotion
programs. Since October, she’s been living in
Santo Domingo, the capital, where she works for
the American Hospital Management Co., developing prevention and promotion programs and partially overseeing management of a network of
ambulatory care centers now under development.
Meg Waterman Salgueiro (Barrington, RI)
writes that she and husband Greg ’95 met at an
AGR Christmas party at Cornell. They have kids
Kyle, 12, Kaitlyn, 9, and Haley, 5. Meg teaches biology at an independent high school in Providence,
and Greg manages a corporate wellness program
at Acushnet Co. and runs his own private nutrition
business. Lauren Twitchell Nunes, MPA ’97 (San
Ramon, CA) has been busy catching up with
classmates—when she’s not chasing after her baby
boy born last year. She works at Chevron headquarters in human resources. She reports: “I saw
Matt and Maureen McCafferty Stanton, MPA ’97,
on their trip out to the Napa Valley in celebration
of their tenth wedding anniversary. They have three
children and live in Cleveland, OH. I met up with
Dennis Shin for dinner in Berkeley, where he was
taking a quick weekend break from his work for the
Obama campaign in Florida. And while on a trip to
100

NYC I saw Chuck Rose, MPA ’97, JD ’02, and Stan
Chelney. Chuck is an assistant US attorney with
the US Attorney’s Office in New York; Stan is a
lawyer with Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe in NYC.”
Wedding Watch: David Greenberger and
Heidi Mochari ’97 were married at the Prince
George Ballroom in New York City on Nov. 15 ’08.
Writes David: “While Heidi and I met in the City
many years after our time at Cornell, it—especially the Wines class—brought us together from
the beginning.”
And of course, the babies: Lance and Jessica Elsinger Somerfeld welcomed their first child,
son Jake Aaron, in July ’08. Jessica’s friend Allison Jeffer Patterson (and husband Troy) welcomed baby number two, Will Ryan, in June ’08.
Will’s big brother is Jack Ryder, 3. Gary and Erica Siegel Henning, MPA ’97, welcomed fraternal
twins Matthew Ethan and Dana Samantha on July
14 (Matthew is two minutes older than Dana).
Kirsten Carroll Somoza and husband Vince welcomed their second daughter, Caroline, in summer
’08. Kirsten says she’s currently on maternity leave
from IBM, where she’s a user experience designer. “We’ll be spending some time with family in
Florida this winter, escaping the cold Canadian
weather.” c Courtney Rubin, cbr1@cornell.edu,
Ron Johnstone, raj6@cornell.edu, Carin Lustig
Silverman, CDL2@cornell.edu.
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Many Cornellians who receive Cornell Alumni Magazine cite Class
Notes as the section they turn to
first. Submitting an update for our class column
is a great way to reconnect with old friends with
whom you’ve lost touch.
Spring heralds the start of wedding season,
so it seems fitting that we have several announcements to share. Proud father Jeffrey Dubin ’65
sends word that several of our classmates were at
the wedding of his daughter Danielle Dubin ’98
and Matthew Ruzz ’98, who were married in a
sunset service at the Bay Club in Huntington Bay,
NY, on Aug. 23, ’08. Attendees included Alison
Schajer, David Makharadze, Lisa Waiser Shanken,
Frank ’98 and Pamela Kasdan Petrigliano, Lisa
Yogel Davis, Ross ’96 and Beth Rubinstein Goldstein, sister of the bride Jennifer Dubin Ludgin
’95, and Michele Diener ’98.
Brian Yeh married Beth Franklin on Sept. 20,
’08 in Arlington, VA. Many Cornellians attended,
including Mike Ho, Dara Baker, Emily Loriso, Eric
Beveridge, Becca Rosenberg, Meredith Miller
’92, and Brian’s brother-in-law Ben Tigner ’87.
The happy couple honeymooned in Maui and now
lives in Alexandria, VA. Sebastian Koster Van
Groos is a newlywed; he and wife Lynn are enjoying life together and looking for a single-family home. Sebastian, a senior project manager for
Walgreen Co., fondly remembers the Cornell Concert Commission from his college days and would
like to hear from Scott and Myla Aronson.
Trey and Elisa Billings Van Dyke shared some
news in November 2008, including the Oct. 3, ’08
birth of Claire Sung-hee Billings. Elisa is enjoying
stay-at-home motherhood. Trey continues to manage their growing Educational Solutions Group in
Westport, CT. Trey writes, “Five recent clients have
gone on to attend Cornell, aided by some prep
work with us.” Trey joined the board of Community Connections in New York City, a juvenile justice
advocacy organization founded by Ruben Austria
’96, MA ’02. Geoff Moran Davenport is chair of the
board; Ruben, Geoff, and Trey are former college
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roommates. April Bruning and husband John Im
welcomed daughter Suriana Athalia on May 28,
’08. April, a landscape designer who runs A Landscape by Design Inc. (www.personallandscapes.
com), reports that balancing business and motherhood is a welcome challenge.
Reconnect! Visit http://classof97.alumni.cornell.edu and send in an update for inclusion in
a future class column. c Erica Broennle Nelson,
ejb4@cornell.edu; Sarah Deardorff Carter sjd5@
cornell.edu.
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Ezra Cornell founded our alma
mater as “an institution where
any person can find instruction
in any study,” and his passion for learning is
infused in the hearts of the members of the Class
of 1998. That’s right! The pursuit of higher learning—in the classroom and in life—has continued
to flourish since we graduated. How busy we’ve
been! Having left the NYC publishing world back
in 2003, Hollis Griffin is pursuing his doctorate
at Northwestern U. in media and cultural history.
He is in touch with Dory Schaeffer Schrader,
Rachael Gould Salama, Russell Bergstein, Matthew Rydell, Suzi Grizancic, and Joshua Lawson
’97. Hollis wants to reconnect with Sara Lubitz
and Benjamin Hladilek, but it is Laura Walman
Gardy who wrote to say that she wants to hear
from Hollis, since she still has some of his short
stories from back in the day! Laura is the counsel
to the director of enforcement at the US Commodity Futures Trading Commission. When not working
long hours, Laura enjoys kickboxing and mountain
biking, but time spent with husband Jason ’99 and
their two children ranks the highest on her list of
priorities. Laura and her family live in Virginia.
Cristian Solorza is working toward his PhD
in urban education at the City of New York Graduate Center with a specialization in language in
education policy and practice. Cristian is a faculty member at the Bank Street College of Education, where he earned his MSEd in general/special
education/bilingual education in 2002. When not
visiting family and friends in Argentina during
school breaks, he catches up with Cornellians in
the New York Metro area including Mariana Fernandez Roscigno ’99, Anabel Haley, Tawana
Bean, Cristina Martinez, David Haro, Ramona
Delgado ’99, and Syeda Ali. David Haro has kept
quite busy. He earned his MBA at the Stern School
of Business, New York U., in September 2006. Later that year, he married Patricia Vizuete, and they
welcomed their first baby, Jonas Nathaniel, on
Aug. 5, ’08. David and his family are settling into
their new home in Hackensack, NJ. Ramona Delgado is putting her music composition and sound
engineering skills to work. She has recently partnered with Diana Demetriou to launch Radian Studios, offering cutting-edge audio engineering and
multimedia services (www.radianstudios.com).
Syeda Ali completed her MA in speech-language
pathology in 2007.
Of course, learning is not confined to the
classroom! Wasn’t it Aristotle who said, “For the
things we have to learn before we can do, we learn
by doing”? Often, our life experiences resonate
deeper and influence us more than we can imagine. Just ask Dustin Roller, who has traveled and
worked across the US since graduation, but finally settled down in Tampa, FL, with wife Amy and
daughter Lily. Dustin is vice president of customer
services for Artromick Int’l and reveals that he is
“learning how great life can be when you have a
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It is rough out there in the
working world! It’s either work,
work, work or worry, worry, worry. There’s hardly any time to daydream or pursue
any hobbies anymore, right? Ah, if only I didn’t
have this day job, says Laurie Klein Hill (New
Providence, NJ). She works for Prudential Financial
as a human resources vendor governance specialist,
but would prefer to focus on some family time with
her baby and husband Brian, and turn her favorite
hobby full-time by opening a specialty cake shop.
Same goes for Angela Martin, DVM ’02 (Huntington Station, NY), a veterinarian dreaming of opening her own practice someday. Angela married Chris
Burroughs this past May. In Los Angeles, Daniel
Stone is ready for law school to end and work to
begin. In the meantime, he enjoys his after-school
work of taking care of daughter Abby, born in
2007. And Justin Nudell (Novi, MI) is ready to get
working, too. He is a third-year gastroenterology
fellow and spends his off hours taking care of
daughter Samantha, born in December 2007.
Bethany Pattee Kankelborg (Bothell, WA) is busy
with married life. She wed Scott on Oct. 25, ’08.
Natalie Horowitz Prokop (Brooklyn, NY) is
also all work and hardly any play. She is senior
counsel for the affirmative litigation division of the
NYC law department. Present after-hours activities
include the NYC Bar Association, the Int’l Human
Rights Committee, and spending time with husband Christopher and son Roman, born Jan. 10,
’08. Natalie writes that she is interested in “switching to a career in international human rights, but

more immediately, I’d rather be on vacation!” In
NYC, Daniel Duval, JD ’02, is in-house counsel at
investment bank Jefferies Finance LLC. Daniel and
wife De’bora moved to NYC from São Paulo, Brazil,
where Daniel had been working for the past three
years. Eric Boden, also in NYC, joined Schnader
Harrison Segal & Lewis as an associate in the firm’s
litigation services department this past September. Eric graduated from Wake Forest law school in
2006; he was editor of the Wake Forest Intellectual Property Journal and a commissioned officer
in the Navy from 1999 to 2003.
In Cambridge, MA, Randi Rotjan is working
hard, too. She earned her PhD in biology from
Tufts U. in 2007. She’s a tropical marine biologist,
but took a brief hiatus from the islands to work
on deep-sea hydrothermal vents as a Harvard
post-doc in 2008. Now she’s balancing two
worlds as a joint-postdoctoral research scientist
between Harvard U. and the New England Aquarium, working in both the deep sea and on tropical coral reefs. While on land, Randi keeps up
with Mandi White-Ajmani, Rebecca Riba ’00, MD
’05, and Beth Germano-Linnetz ’98. She welcomes visits from Cornellians at both Harvard and
the Aquarium, so stop by and say hello.
Let’s not forget that writing is seriously hard
work. Ask Philipp Meyer. His first novel, American
Rust, was published in the US in February 2009.
Publishers Weekly says that “Meyer has a thrilling
eye for failed dreams and writes uncommonly tense
scenes of violence . . . Fans of Cormac McCarthy or
Dennis Lehane will find in Meyer an author worth
watching.” Philipp has started his second novel,
and in his limited free time works around his house
located on the outskirts of Ithaca, splits firewood,
and hikes around Connecticut Hill. Courtney Armbruster (Liverpool, NY) is a marketing communication specialist for the C&S Co. in Syracuse, NY.
She married Matt Patterson in 2004 and they live
with their three rescued cats. Courtney writes, “A
cool thing that I did recently was work on an ‘Extreme Makeover: Home Edition’ project in Geneva, NY. I spent six days on the site doing media
coordination as part of my company’s involvement
in the project. I also designed the website for the
build and created a branding campaign for the
project. It was a totally whirlwind week. They really do demolish and then build a new house in
less than a week. And, yes, I did get to see Ty Pennington and the other designers, who were all incredibly nice. Even though I only appear as a blur
in a crowd during one scene, it was still an amazing experience that I’ll never forget—but I don’t
know that I’d ever want to do it again, either!”
If you’d like to share your work schedule or
allow us to live vicariously by telling us about your
last vacation, send a quick e-mail to me, Melanie
Grayce West (mga6@cornell.edu), or fellow correspondent Brady Russell (bradydale@thistoowill
pass.com). Or join the Facebook group for ’99ers.
Just search for “Cornell University Class of 99.” Finally, if you enjoy writing, we’re looking for a new
class correspondent or two. Duties include writing
and a little research and reporting. You’ll get a lesson in how it’s done. We’d love to have you on the
team. If you’re interested just drop us an e-mail.
c Melanie Grayce West, mga6@cornell.edu;
Brady Russell, bradydale@thistoowillpass.com.
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Lots of news from upstate
New York: Matt Faso (Buffalo,
NY) works at Haley Marketing
Group. He bought a “cool old” Victorian house and

is spending his free time fixing up the 108-yearold structure. Matt shared that Eric and Maureen
Gifford Mayer had a daughter, Leslie, and Matt
Butwin ’99 and his wife Ida had a son, William.
Both couples live in western New York. Becky
Avrin Zifchock (Sleepy Hollow, NY) reports that
she loves the area and is doing a postdoctoral fellowship at the Hospital for Special Surgery, where
she conducts research on running injuries and
osteoarthritis. Becky still runs frequently and looks
after her sons, the first 2 years old and the other
born in September. Cheryl Stanley is a sommelier,
owner of a beverage consulting business, and
adjunct professor at the Culinary Inst. of America.
“My husband, Doug Miller, and I just moved to the
Hudson Valley, so I’ve been unpacking and touring
around and seeing my East Coast Cornellian friends
since I’ve lived in California since graduation,” she
reports. “Also taking care of our new adopted black
Lab/Newfoundland mixes, Samson and Delilah. I’ve
been hanging out with Heather Foulks Kolakowski,
who is also teaching at the CIA. I’d rather not be
preparing for snow right now, but instead enjoying
California weather, especially Santa Barbara where
I was living. I remember my hair freezing on the
way home from water polo practice at Cornell, but
most importantly, the environment of education. I
love working at the Culinary Inst. because I’m back
in that environment. Many of us have been wondering how Siobhan Egan, BS Hotel ’02, is doing.”
Catherine Arndt (Groton, NY), a New York
State certified nursery landscape professional, owns
Enchanted Gardens, a garden maintenance, installation, and consultation company. Besides gardening, her many activities include spending time with
old friends and new ones, all things athletic—
running, biking, racquetball, etc.—and spending
time with her dog Lily (“Yes, she’s still alive and
kickin’ ”). “From March until November, I am pretty much consumed by my business. I hope to do
a half-Ironman competition in the next few years,
so I would like to immerse myself in a training
program. I’d also like to travel some.” Catherine
remembers all the fun she had with Hortus Forum
and the friends she met there. Melissa MilzaHiebert and husband Ryan live in Islandia, NY.
Melissa is a resident in podiatry, has fond memories of Hot Truck, and would like to hear from
Kimberly Virtanen. Brooks and Beth Taylor Parker are busy parents. Daughter Tess turned 3 in
January and son Reid was born in February 2008.
Beth received her PhD in kinesiology from Penn
State U. in May and now works for Hartford Hospital as the director of exercise physiology research. Brooks works as environmental services
manager for the town of Manchester, CT.
Looking to take a vacation? Yetunde Oshodi
lives in Paris and runs Feels Like Home, a vacation
apartment rental company she created in 2005.
They offer fully furnished apartments in Paris as an
affordable alternative to hotels. Check out www.
feelslikehomeinparis.com, even if only to daydream! Further afield, Jesse Veverka, MS ’06, wrote
from Japan. He’s busy producing an independent
documentary film tentatively entitled “China: The
Rebirth of an Empire” (www.chinadocumentary
film.com). He is also attending the Inter-U. Center for Japanese Language Studies in Yokohama.
Congratulations to Alyssa Paladino Steel, who married on Sept. 6, ’08. She and husband Shawn are
lawyers in the D.C. area. Applause is also in order
for Tiffany Winslow Wilding-White, soon to be
a published author. Golfing with Your Eyes Closed:
Mastering Visualization Techniques for Exceptional
Golf will be released this spring. She shared that
March | April 2009
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wonderful wife, a great daughter, and an exciting
job!” Stella Xu and husband Paul Bradford Phinney ’99 have been blessed with baby Warren, born
Sept. 30, ’08; lessons in parenthood are in progress.
Adelaide Williams is the vice president of design
and construction at the Puccini Group in San Francisco. Monica Rivas Varnado experienced the 2008
US Presidential Election as a volunteer at the Orlando headquarters of the Barack Obama Campaign
for Change. In addition, she and husband James
perform their civic duty as supporters of the Central Florida Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals as well as environmental causes.
Everything else I learned about my classmates,
I learned from Facebook! After resisting the trend,
I, Uthica, finally signed up. Staying connected
with friends and classmates amidst the IMs, emails, text messages, etc., has sometimes been a
challenge. However, when the connection is made,
it is always rewarding, whether on Facebook, at
reunion, or a chance meeting. This is what I’ve
learned from all three: Milena Kapiri completed
her MS in civil engineering at the U. of Illinois,
Urbana-Champaign in 2000. She is pursuing a master’s in construction law and arbitration. She, husband Michael Tannousis, and their son are all doing
well in Cyprus. Charbel Zreik earned his MBA
from the U. of Pennsylvania in 2005. He works for
McKinsey and Co. and traveled to Dubai, United
Arab Emirates, for work. Jocelyn Chabot Mozak
has started her own Web design and marketing
company (www.mozakdesign.com). Congratulations
to Matthew Catalano, who married Monica Evans
on May 24, 2008 in Salt Lake City, UT. They currently reside in South Pasadena, CA.
As always, thank you for sharing your news—
we want to hear from all of you! Keep the news
coming to: c Uthica Jinvit Utano, udj1@cornell.
edu; Karen Dorman Kipnes, kld8@cornell.edu;
or Molly Darnieder Bracken, mbd4@cornell.edu.
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she and husband Carter ’01 enjoy their life in the
country. “As a family, we pulled down our tired
old barn on the day after Thanksgiving and will
rebuild a new timberframe barn this summer.”
Another author among us, Mickey Rapkin,
wrote a fabulously entertaining book, Pitch Perfect:
The Quest for Collegiate A Cappella Glory. I just
finished it and it’s a great read that brings you
back to all those a cappella concerts in Bailey
Hall. The book is a nonfiction look at the bizarre,
inspiring, and hilarious subculture we Cornellians
know all too well and is in stores now. Mickey
and I both encourage you to buy the book and
write nice things about it on Amazon.com! Sarah
Cupp wants to spread the word about her website, Red S.E. Cupp (http://red-secupp.blogspot.
com). Sarah says the website is now the online
home for all her op-eds, blog posts, clips, and
favorite news items. She invites you to drop her
a line if you’d like to blog for the site!
That’s all for this edition. Stay connected!
Send news directly to your correspondents or return the News Form from our class mailings. We
want to hear from you! You can also go to www.
alumni.cornell.edu to find Cornell events in your
area, locate your regional office and Cornell
Club, update your address information, pay class
dues, locate classmates and friends through the
online Alumni Directory, and much more. Enjoy!
c Christine Jensen Weld, ckj1@cornell.edu;
and Andrea Chan, amc n, 32@cornell.edu.

01

How are those New Year’s resolutions coming along? Have you
checked any accomplishments off
your to-do list for 2009? Has your life recently
experienced any significantly (or even insignificantly) entertaining changes? If so, we would love
to hear from you. Maki Uchida, MLA ’06, enjoys
the beautiful nature of Southern California and
works for SWA Group, a landscape architecture firm.
When not working, she surfs in San Clemente or
makes jewelry and sells it online (www.makimade.
etsy.com). Elizabeth Adam Despins (Concord, CA)
works part-time as a property manager for a commercial office building and loves being a full-time
mom to daughter Ava, 19 months. Her husband is
Edward Despins. On the other coast, Arthur Okere
(New York, NY) is a resident in internal medicine
and applying for cardiology fellowships.
In 2007, Marisa Huttenbach moved to Atlanta, GA, and joined Hunton & Williams as an attorney in their lending services group. This past
year she married Charles Crawford III on Aug. 23,
’08 in the North Georgia mountains, before honeymooning in New Zealand. Alice Chan married Brian Wang in October 2008 and traveled between
Hong Kong and Shanghai afterwards. Alice is a creative director, managing a jewelry brand and the
wholesale and export of the line. Elizabeth Steen
married Edwin Anker IV in Albany, NY, on Oct. 4,
’08. Attendants included maid of honor Magdalena Hale Spencer ’01, JD/DVM ’09, Vanessa Alvarado ’00, and Eric and Karen Durgee Dalland
’97. Erica Chatfield Roberts was also married—
on Oct. 26, ’08 in Asheville, NC, on a beautiful
fall day. She and her husband reside in Fayetteville, NC, where he is in the Air Force.
Glenn and Karolyn Sutphin Thompson had
a son, Nathaniel William, on Jan. 24, ’08. Amy
Palmieri Cohen and husband Scott welcomed the
arrival of their first child, Aaron Rocco, on Nov.
21, ’08. Amy is a house physician in the neonatal intensive care unit at the Children’s Hospital
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of Philadelphia and will start a neonatology fellowship there in July; Scott works for Accenture
in Philadelphia. Congratulations to Brooke Sinnes
and husband Enrique Trinidad Martinez on the
birth of their first child, Joaquin Alexander
Trinidad Sinnes, on Dec. 27, ’08. Send news to: c
Trina Lee, TKL6@cornell.edu; or Lauren Wallach,
LEW15@cornell.edu.

02

Let me just say I’m shocked that
I don’t have a single wedding,
civil union, civil wedding, or wedding union to report on. I also don’t have a single
birth, which is kind of more shocking. People can
choose when to get married, but birth is hardly a
seasonal practice. I’m sure the next column will
be different. Obama babies are on the way!
So I guess in the meanwhile, I’ll just stick
with what there is to report on, starting with Laura Dombrowski, who writes that she is “working
many, many hours” at her anesthesia residency in
Buffalo, NY. Yet she still takes some time to travel and go on a wine tour now and again. Sounds
great to me; however, when asked what she’d
rather be doing, she said, “Working at Disney
World.” Now Laura, I know we don’t know each
other, and it’s not my place to say anything, but
do you realize that even in your fantasy you’re still
working? Something to consider. Perhaps old Cornell friends Catherine Ball or Philip Rosenman
could call you up and convince you to take a vacation to Disney World instead. It sounds like you
deserve one. And if you see gum on the sidewalk
while in line for Space Mountain, just leave it
there. Someone else will take care of it.
Congratulations to Tiffany Wong, who recently
graduated from Harvard Business School. Tiffany
is currently the market development manager of a
rotation program in marketing for Medtronic. Her
current rotation is in international market development for the Cardiac Rhythm Disease Management Division. When Tiffany is not rotating, she
is rock-climbing, snowboarding, or volunteering
with the Courage Center, which offers rehabilitation and resources for children and adults. Thankfully she had four years in Ithaca to help her
transition to the bitter cold winters in Minnesota.
Potter will be moving into a new house soon
purchased by his owner, Kyle Ann Stevenson.
Potter, a dog, is very well cared for. Not only is
his owner a veterinarian who graduated from Atlantic Veterinary College on Prince Edward Island
in 2007, but he is constantly going out on walks.
Dogs love walks.
Well, that’s all there is for now. If you have
something you’d like shared in the Class Notes,
please send us an e-mail at one of the following
addresses and we’ll work it in. c Jeffrey Barker,
jrb41@cornell.edu; Carolyn Deckinger, cmd35@
cornell.edu.

03

Greetings once again, Class of
2003! As I write, the weather
is bright and sunny in Seattle,
but only days ago we had unprecedented levels
of snow and ice around the Puget Sound. The closure of SeaTac Airport left me stranded on the East
Coast two days before Christmas. After a lot of
driving back and forth between my parents’ house
in Connecticut and Newark Liberty Int’l Airport,
I finally made it back to Seattle on Christmas
Eve. What a winter it has been! My husband, Pat
Noonan ’00, and I celebrated Christmas day on
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Bainbridge Island with a wonderful dinner hosted
by Tom Struble ’03 and his wife, Caitlin (Stanseil) ’04, BArch ’05. We were joined by the Struble family and Adrian Hovey ’02 and wife Tammy
(Fang) ’02, who also live in the Seattle area.
There is nothing like spending the cold, dark days
of winter surrounded by friends and family.
Many thanks to those who contributed to this
column. Liz Bankert wrote from New York City. She
works for UBS Investment Bank as a prime brokerage salesperson. She writes, “I sell prime brokerage
services to hedge funds looking for a place to custody and finance securities.” Eva Yolanda Moore
lives in Washington, DC, where she works as a
meeting planning manager at a consulting firm.
Outside of work, Eva is an active member of the
Cornell Hotel Society and has also been involved in
planning weddings in the D.C. area. Mark Major is
a full-time student pursuing his MBA at Babson College in Wellesley, MA. He writes that he has been
busy “trying to finish business school, going to the
beaches, visiting Cape Cod and the islands, and visiting family during school breaks.” Shannon Darcey
(Oakland, CA) teaches humanities to seventh and
eighth graders. Crystal Meera Shrestha (Gaithersburg, MD) is an orthopaedic surgery resident.
Well, that’s all the news for now. I hope that
those of you reading this column will continue to
share your news with us! c Samantha Buckingham Noonan, noonans@seattleu.edu; and Sudha
Nandagopal, sn58@cornell.edu.

04

Reunion is in THREE months! I
cannot believe it has been five
years already. What have you
been up to? Tell me. Tell all of us. Send an e-mail
to vgm3@cornell.edu.
Joseph Rabinowitz is a medical student in
Pennsylvania. Lately, he has been interviewing for
his medical residency and working on home construction. It seems the woodworking class he took
at Cornell has come in handy. Rob Carroll, BArch
’05, and Kevin Wong: when you read this, e-mail
Joseph. He would love to hear from you. Bea Vo
has been living in London for the past three years.
After studying at Le Cordon Bleu in London, this
pastry chef just opened her very own cake shop/
food boutique called “Bea’s of Bloomsbury.” Her
husband, Franz Schinagl, is also a chef in London. I would love to have dinner at their house!
Congratulations to Jennifer Parker Baker. She
married Charles “Chip” Baker IV in September
2007 and the couple had a child in June 2008!
The family lives outside of Boston, MA.
If you are looking for reunion information,
please visit the www.alumni.cornell.edu website
or our Facebook group. Also, feel free to contact
me if you are interested in any of the Alumni
Class Council positions. I will be happy to put
you in touch with someone who can give you insight into the duties involved with the position.
c Vanessa Matsis, vgm3@cornell.edu.

05

It has come to my attention
that we will soon have been
alumni for as long as we were
Cornell students. As a class correspondent, I can
tell we’re gaining more life experience—the number of classmate updates increases every month.
While some of our classmates recently passed the
Bar or started their medical residencies, others
have already advanced or shifted their career
paths. Keep the updates coming!
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visiting new restaurants, and volunteering through
the Junior League. Mary Ellen misses spending
time with her Tridelt sorority sisters. She currently
works as an actress and model—I even saw one
of her commercials on TV!
Morgan Handsman reports that the following classmates have all passed the NYS Bar exam:
Alexandra Hankin graduated from Brooklyn Law
School, Stacey Lutzker, JD ’08, graduated from
Cornell, Maddy Dorman graduated from Fordham
Law School, and Sheera Jacobs graduated from
New York U. Law School. Mario Salazar ’04 graduated from NYU Law School last May. After graduation, Mario acted as the New York-New Jersey
lead organizer for Filipinos for Obama. He subsequently worked for the Barack Obama Presidential
Campaign as a deputy field organizer, serving
Philadelphia Ward 5 and helping to turn out over
80 percent of the vote in this ward, an overwhelming amount of which supported Presidentelect Obama. Valerie Bluth reports, “I graduated
from Fordham Law School and passed the New York
and New Jersey Bar exams. I currently practice labor, employment, and commercial litigation at
Vedder Price in NYC.” From Mark Eskenazi: “This
past year I graduated from Georgetown Law and
passed the New York Bar exam. I began work in
New York City at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher &
Flom LLP, practicing labor and employment law. It
is interesting to help shape the labor laws that I
learned about at ILR during undergrad! Life moves
at a fast pace, but I savor the peace of my warm
Cornell memories.” Congratulations to everyone!

A reminder to anyone interested in helping
out with our first reunion: please e-mail cornell
2005reunion@gmail.com to be added to our committee list. June 10-13, 2010 will be here before
you know it! c Michelle Wong, michelle.r.
wong@gmail.com; Jennifer Miel, miel.jennifer@
gmail.com.
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This past fall, branding firm Siegel+Gale announced the creation of a worldwide higher education and nonprofit practice and the appointment of Peter Cohl as its global director. Said Alan
Siegel, chairman and CEO, “Although Siegel+Gale
has long been active in the [higher education and
nonprofit] sector, this is the perfect time to create a practice devoted to higher education and
nonprofit institutions, and Peter Cohl is the perfect person to lead our effort.” Peter has led engagements with Johns Hopkins U., College Board,
Brown U., and Florida State U., among other
global corporations. He led the Siegel+Gale team
that worked with the new Carey Business School
at Johns Hopkins, helping launch the university’s
first new school in 50 years with positioning,
design, and recruitment materials. Melanie Manoach accepted a job as a labor relations specialist
at the Massachusetts Turnpike Authority. Last fall,
Jonathan Shadmon (jshadmon@gmail.com)
spent a week with a volunteer group assisting in
rebuilding homes in the Lower 9th Ward of New
Orleans. Says Jonathan, “It was an amazing, fun,
inspiring, humbling, hard, and educational experience! Everyone should make some time to travel
and help rebuild this vital and unique American
city.” Sarah Perkins has returned to Ithaca and is
working as the assistant director for alumni affairs
and development at the Hotel school. No doubt
she will play a role in our upcoming reunion!
Andrea Aldrich Randall (aga6@cornell.edu)
works as a clerk/co-human resources administrator for the Town of North Elba Park District. She
spends the rest of her time exploring Lake Placid and caring for her
son, who just celebrated his first
birthday. One thing Andrea remembers fondly about Cornell is her time
living in the Triphammer Co-op. Troy
Urman ’06, if you’re reading this,
Andrea would like to hear from you.
Thomas Matthews is a product specialist for Lely USA Inc. From
Thomas: “I married my loving wife,
Jenna Noble, on July 5, ’08 in
Batavia, NY. We had an exciting
honeymoon in Aruba!” Kate Kastenbaum works as a revenue manager
for Station Casinos in Las Vegas, NV.
She also volunteers weekly at the
Springs Preserve and is vice chair of
Jewish Emerging Leaders (JewEL), a
young leadership division of the
Jewish Federation. Although she
sounds quite busy, Kate reminds us
that she’d rather be on a beach with
a fruity cocktail—”Nevada has sand,
but no water!” She looks forward to
Hotel Ezra Cornell and a phone call
from Heather Morgan. Sharon Rose
is a medical student at Albert Einstein College of Medicine. Elizabeth
Johnson is wrapping up her fourth
year at Cornell’s Vet college. Craig
and Ashley Habas Weinstein were
married on June 29, ’08. Craig is a
dental student at U. of Medicine
and Dentistry of New Jersey and will
graduate in 2011. He fondly remembers the great times at the Center
for Jewish Living and Kosher Dining
Hall. World traveler Mary Ellen
Cravens was in Egypt and Jordan
last fall. When she’s not traveling,
she enjoys exploring New York City,

06

We are approaching our third
year out of Cornell, which
means we are two years closer
to our 5th Reunion. Whoa! In the meantime,
what have our classmates been up to? Geoffrey
Shraga is a first lieutenant, US Army, Fourth
Infantry Division, stationed in southeastern Baghdad. He is a platoon leader and wants to be with
his fellow soldiers. Matt Altomare is still living
the military life in North Carolina.
Elisabeth Becker has spent nearly the past
two years at Oxford on a Marshall Scholarship,
first completing her master’s in forced migration/
development studies and now working on her
master’s in Latin American studies. In the last
two years, Elizabeth has traveled a lot—from a
village in Morocco to biking through the Netherlands, weekends in Paris, and spring in Sicily.
Elizabeth is the director of STAIR, Oxford’s Journal of Int’l Affairs, and just began training for a
triathlon. Carol Arias graduated last May from
Fordham U. with an MS in childhood educationbilingual, and completed the NYC Teaching Fellows program. “I still teach a bilingual third grade

High Spirits
David Hughes ’04 & Scott Krahn ’04

S

truggling to come up with an idea for their entrepreneurship class a week before
the deadline, economics majors David Hughes and Scott Krahn went to Stella’s Bar
in Collegetown for a study break. While sipping martinis, inspiration struck: they
decided to create their own brand of gin. Two and a half years later, the theoretical product
they concocted for class became a reality when they sold their first bottle of DH Krahn gin.
Based in Manhattan, DH Krahn distributes
about 3,000 cases a year in New York State
and San Francisco as well as in the United
Kingdom and Thailand; they hope to expand
both domestically and internationally.
According to Hughes and Krahn, their
spirit is aimed at people who find traditional gin overpowering. “We thought there
was a real opportunity for something that
was distinctively gin but a little more subtle, a little more balanced, a little friendlier,” says Hughes. Though DH Krahn is
made with juniper berries, gin’s defining
ingredient, its sharp bite is mellowed by
other flavors including coriander and the
peels of lemon, orange, and grapefruit. Its
most unusual ingredient: Thai ginger.
“When you mention that to bartenders,”
Krahn says, “you can see their minds starting to turn with ideas of what they’re
going to do with it.”
— Jamie Leonard ‘09
March | April 2009
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classroom and I’m thinking of teaching for the
next few years.”
Maxim Kovalchuk, MS ’07, moved his firm,
Prisma Capital Partners, to Manhattan. He took
CFA Level I, trying to stay active as a Cornell Financial Engineering Manhattan alumnus. He also
has interviewed prospective Cornell students as
part of CAAAN. Melanie Castro works in market
research in Fort Lee, NJ, on packaging for consumer packaged goods. “I am also still working
on my certification with UC Davis in market research and sensory science.” Outside of work and
school, Melanie mentors a high school senior at
a nonprofit in Harlem (HEAF). She is also part of
CAAAN, vice president for the Cornell Latino/a
Alumni Association (CLAA), and still very involved in her sorority, Latinas Promoviendo Comunidad/Lambda Pi Chi Sorority Inc.
In Washington, Nina Shih, BArch ’06, recently changed jobs. She left Yahoo! and is now
a UX designer at Microsoft Office Labs working
on concept text, product design, software, and
hardware. Nina recently attended Siggraph 2008.
She also volunteers for Habitat for Humanity and
enjoys bike riding, crafting, reading, and watching movies online. Also on the West Coast, Dan
Cohen is a creative executive at indie film production company Sidney Kimmel Entertainment.
He lives in Santa Monica, where he enjoys Cha
Cha Chicken’s amazing jerk chicken enchiladas
and running on the beach.
Amit Caspi is plotting his next move back to
California, after pursuing his passion for working
internationally for one year as a dev-manager for
a luxury resort company in Bangkok, Thailand,
and the following year “hob-nobbing with the
uber-wealthy” in Dubai while working for a luxury resort. Greta James lives in Phoenix, AZ,
where she’s the human resource representative
for the Pepsi Bottling Group.
Thank you all so much for sending us your
updates! Please feel free to inform us by e-mail
as life happens. We greatly appreciate it! c
Katie DiCicco, kad46@cornell.edu; Nicole DeGrace, ngd4@cornell.edu.

07

Hello, Class of 2007! So many of
you have been writing in and
telling us about your recent accomplishments, adventures, and other exciting
news. If you haven’t done so, it’s not too late! We,
your class correspondents, not only love to hear
about what is going on in your lives, but want to
share it with our fellow ’07 classmates. It’s always
nice to hear great news from those we haven’t
heard from in a while. Here are some updates from
those who did write: Ariel Zimmerman (Gainesville, FL) is at the U. of Florida earning her PhD in
zoology while studying patterns of social behavior in animals. Nilay Sheth (Baltimore, MD) is
studying to become an actuary; he also worked as
a consultant for some time. Post-graduation life
for Nilay has been filled with travel, which breaks
up the routine well, but he certainly misses Cornell life. He is continuing his Cornell tradition of
bringing people together for board game nights.
Andrew Herman spent two months working
for Change To Win, a coalition of labor unions supporting Barack Obama’s Presidential bid, and spent
ten days knocking on doors in Charlotte, NC. Andrew says that living in Washington, DC, is very
lively and having worked on a campaign was exciting and engaging. Andrew is not exactly sure
what his next career step is, but working as an
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organizer has given him a promising direction. Andrew would love to hear from others in our class
who worked on the campaign. Tamar Sharabi, ME
’08 (Tegucigalpa, Honduras) works for the Cornell
AguaClara project on small scale-sustainable water
treatment plants. She says they have three plants
in the towns of Ojojona, Tamara, and Marcala, and
one in the process of construction. Tamar says it
is an exciting project and a wonderful international
engineering opportunity. Alexandra Dyer plays
professional volleyball in Miranda De Ebro, Spain,
and is applying to medical school. It is her second
year playing professional volleyball in Europe (she
played in Croatia last year) and she says that it
has been an amazing experience so far! Any Cornellians should feel free to contact her if they are
in Spain at any point and need a place to stay.
Thanks to everyone for sending in their updates. For those of you who want to be in a future column, just e-mail either of us at the
addresses below. Here are some other quick and
easy ways to stay connected to Cornell and our
class: Visit the Cornell Class of 2007 website,
http://www.classof2007.cornell.edu/, which has
links to events and activities, alumni services, and
more. Click on “Stay Connected” to update your
address and sign up for e-mail forwarding. You
can also find Cornell events in your area and locate your regional office and your local Cornell
Club at www.alumni.cornell.edu. We look forward
to hearing from you! c Dana Sckolnick,
dana.sckolnick@gmail.com; Marianna Gomez,
MariannaAGomez@gmail.com.

08

As I write, the holiday season is
over and a new year has begun.
A new year (and the six-month
anniversary of our graduation) means changes for
many of us (I moved to London!). As usual, I’m
happy to provide updates on what everyone is up
to. Last June, Kirsten Schimoler (Hoboken, NJ)
started work with Unilever in Englewood, NJ, as a
food scientist in frozen innovation. Sabrina Rahman is a first-year medical student at Stony Brook
School of Medicine. Rachael Sands studies in the
RN program at the Reading Hospital School of
Health Sciences. Michael Mackie is a business
analyst at Hatfield Quality Meats. Chris Richards
works for ConocoPhillips in New Jersey. Chris, a
freshman-year floormate of mine writes, “We need
to plan a D5 reunion, reminisce about the good
’ole Easy Mac days.” Is anyone else from the amazing Donlon 5th Floor of 2004-05 up for it? If so,
perhaps Chris should start planning! Vikas Patel,
who was also one of my high school classmates,
joined Mars & Co., a global management consulting firm specializing in business strategy. He works
in the Greenwich, CT, office and was last working
on a pricing strategy for a Fortune 100 US consumer packaged goods client. Michael Yu reports:
“I am currently employed with a consulting firm,
ZS Associates. Have you heard of it?” He thinks
he’s really funny because I work for ZS Associates,
too. Well, since I’m such a nice person, I figured
it would only be fair to call him out on his antics!
William Wright keeps busy as a litigation legal assistant at Debevoise & Plimpton in New
York City. He says that he’s only been involved in
one major project, which was the Google v. The
American Publishers settlement, and although his
involvement only lasted 25 straight hours (I ask:
“only”?!), it sounds like a cool experience. “The
agreement itself will definitely serve as the major precedent for how many intellectual property
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disputes on the Internet are resolved in the future,” he writes. “The deal allows Google to put up
for online sale any approved works from multiple
libraries (including Cornell’s!) in the country. The
revenue from these sales will then be divided between the authors, publishers, and Google.”
Like myself, Scott Zuckerman (Nashville, TN)
is nostalgic when it comes to Cornell. “It is true,
being an alumnus is definitely weird and I am for
sure missing Ithaca. But life goes on.” He attends
Vanderbilt Medical School. He was elected president of his class and wants to put some misconceptions about medical students to rest. “There is
a great group of students down here—the rumors
about intense medical students are simply not true.
We have an amazing class.” Scott will conduct a
research study this summer in the Nashville prisons, with the hope that the findings will provide
support for a mentoring program to pair young,
male prisoners with role models they can learn from
and look up to. Scott isn’t the only ’08er trying to
make a difference. Guru Sundar is pursuing a graduate degree in biomedical engineering at the U. of
Southern California and involved with a nonprofit
start-up that intends to provide inspiration in engineering and science to underserved children and
their parents. Best of luck with the research and
start-up initiatives, Scott and Guru!
After graduation, Jennifer Soffen moved to
San Francisco; she works for Google in advertising. “It’s a really cool company to work for, almost like being in college except you have to
wake up too early, and you get paid.” Just prior
to starting at Google, she was lucky enough to
get to spend the summer traveling in Europe and
Israel. Julie Tucker is completing an internship
at Syracuse U. to become a registered dietician.
As one of my former teammates on the Cornell U.
Figure Skating Club Team (shoutout to all of the
team’s other ’08ers—miss you guys!), I am not
surprised that she has kept busy skating with the
Syracuse U. Figure Skating Club until she completes her internship in March. I’m also happy to
find out that I’m not the only ’08er who decided
to leave the country for an undecided amount of
time after graduation. Brett Vegas (Buenos Aires,
Argentina) works for a medical transcription company and plans on staying until his Spanish is
awesome, or he makes enough money to work his
way up from Buenos Aires back home to Los Angeles. Quite brave, Brett. You were really smart to
choose a country that actually has sunshine!
Of course, we still have classmates who have
maintained their Ithaca connections. Liz Popolo
moved to a suburb of Ithaca and enrolled in an
animation course, which has involved a mentorship
with a Pixar employee. She has also stayed closely involved with the Ithaca community, volunteering at a local middle school and with a
children’s sailing program in Lansing. She returns
to Ithaca for Cornell events and continues to write
her comic for the Cornell Daily Sun. She says, “Life
is good in central New York!” Becky Sopchak, who
was a Cornell tour guide with my great co-correspondent Elana Beale, is still on campus, working
on staff for Campus Information & Visitor Relations and for the Music department. She also sings
in the Cornell Chorus—for her fifth straight year.
And now an update on some of our early
graduates. Katie Purpuro graduated from ILR in
January ’08 and then from the Cornell Inst. for
Public Affairs in January ’09. She’s a labor relations specialist for the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey in its Newark, NJ, office. She’ll be
on the Port Authority’s collective bargaining team,
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working on contract negotiations with Port Authority unions. Lily Sin also graduated a semester
early and joined the work force shortly after. She
writes, “I’ve been working for Hewitt Associates in
the retirement and financial management division
as an entry-level actuarial student for just shy of
a year now. It’s been great. The people I work
with are intellectual and the work I’ve been doing has been challenging, thought provoking, and
most importantly, meaningful. On the down side,
I haven’t really had a chance to see my friends
from Cornell as often, but I have been meeting
new people on a regular basis. I continue to look
for the silver lining in every situation.”
More news to come in the upcoming issues!
Hope all is well with everyone, and remember to
update Elana or me with your news at any time.
We always look forward to hearing from you! c
Libby Boymel, lkb24@cornell.edu; Elana Beale,
erb26@cornell.edu.
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Congratulations, Class of 2009!
We are officially recipients of
Cornell Alumni Magazine! Yes, I
know, most of us have not graduated yet, but
now is the time to start picturing ourselves as
Cornell alumni. Before long, the days of sleeping
in, staying out late in Collegetown, and living
with all of our closest friends will come to an
end. But graduating doesn’t mean we are no
longer a part of the Cornell community. As class
correspondents, we encourage everyone to stay in
touch by sending us news about their lives.
Every other month you will receive an issue
of this magazine in the mail (granted you pay your
class dues!). This will not only give you an opportunity to keep on top of all things Cornell, but also
to find out what your classmates are up to. Send
us information about your job, travels, achievements, challenges, marriage—even your first baby!
In this first issue, we want to introduce the
newest members of the Alumni Class Council. The
council works together to run the Senior Class
Campaign and our 5th Reunion in 2014. Class Correspondents Julie Cantor and Caroline Newton
are responsible for writing the 2009 column. CoPresidents Michael McDermott and Rebecca Robbins oversee the efforts of all the class officers.
Our Vice Presidents: VPs of Athletics Jess
Lebo and Sarah Yan are responsible for planning
and promoting the Athletic Challenge. VPs of
Events Liz Rapoport and Nicole Rivera organize
creative events that build class identity, including our 5th Reunion. VPs of Giving Societies Cesar Rufo, Jarrod Schaeffer, and Laura Temel
manage the campaign’s Giving Society effort. VPs
of the Greek Challenge Jennifer Hillman, Anthony Lopez, and Greg Mezey are responsible for
planning and promoting the Greek Challenge. VPs
of Participation Iris Delgado and Omar Qureishi
manage senior class participation in the campaign
and educate students about getting involved. VPs
of Publicity Samantha Berg, Ariel Conant, and
Elizabeth Phillips publicize events that support
class activities for volunteers and participants.
Class Secretary Stephanie McGowan records
the efforts of the class officer team and facilitates
communications throughout the year. And Class
Treasurer Sara Kaleya is responsible for maintaining the class budget and helping with the strategic planning and funding of class programs.
Send us information about YOU! We are eager
to hear from you! c Caroline Newton, cmn35@
cornell.edu; and Julie Cantor, jlc252@cornell.edu.

Alumni Deaths

’30 BA, MA ’31—Rachael E. Field of Oneida, NY,
September 16, 2008; professor of microbiology,
Westchester Community College; former lab technician, Memorial Hospital, Syracuse; active in
community, professional, and religious affairs.
’30 BA, PhD ’34—Sidney Kaufman of Houston, TX, October 23, 2008; professor of geology,
Cornell U.; pioneered seismic exploration in
Texas, Louisiana, and Illinois; retired, Shell Oil;
exec. director, COCORP; veteran; officer in
charge, US Navy School for Electronics, Loran,
and Radar; author; active in professional and
alumni affairs.
’30 BA—Margaret P. Maderer of Hoosick Falls,
NY, April 17, 2008; English teacher, Utica Free
Academy.
’30 BA—Kira Volkoff Robinson of Gloucester,
MA, November 7, 2008; Russian teacher, Adelphi
U.; expert in Russian and French literature; friend
of Alice B. Toklas; daughter of Russian imperial
prosecutor; hosted weekly French language
group; memoirist; polymath; active in artistic and
community affairs.
’31 BA—Martin Riger of New York City, October
25, 2008; retired attorney; law professor, Georgetown U.; general counsel, Federated Department
Stores; oversaw mergers and acquisitions, Securities and Exchange Commission; veteran; painter;
photographer; active in professional affairs. Sigma Alpha Mu.
’32 BS Ag—W. Lorenzo Palmer of Williamson,
NY, September 16, 2008; farmer; active in community, professional, religious, and alumni affairs. Alpha Zeta.
’33 MD—Leon H. Ehrlich of Jamesburg, NJ, October 6, 2008; ophthalmologist.

’34 BS Ag—Louis A. Schifino of Fairport, NY,
April 16, 2008.
’34, BS HE ’35—Margaret White Wilke of Munster, IN, October 2, 2008; chief librarian, Cornell
U. Engineering Library; active in community, religious, and alumni affairs. Kappa Kappa Gamma.
’35 BA, MD ’39—Henry S. Berkan of Floral Park,
NY, August 30, 2008; radiologist; artist. Sigma
Alpha Mu.
’35 BS Ag, PhD ’40—Irwin C. Gunsalus of Andalusia, AL, formerly of Urbana, IL, October 25,
2008; biochemist; enzymologist; professor emeritus, U. of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign; discovered
lipoic acid and catabolic plasmids; former professor of bacteriology, Cornell U.; author; first director, Int’l Centre for Genetic Engineering and
Biotechnology, UN; senior scientist, EPA, Gulf
Ecology Div.; active in civic, community, and professional affairs.
’35-37 SP Ag—Kenneth S. Joy of Skaneateles,
NY, October 5, 2008; retired VP-director of personnel, Agway; director, Curtice-Burns; veteran;
active in community and religious affairs. Wife,
Jean (Burr) ’38.
’35 BME—C. Ridgely Kemp of Tucson, AZ, November 16, 2008; founded Aluminum Mills Inc.;
active in community affairs. Theta Chi.
’36 BA—Philip Goodheim of Boulder, CO, October 7, 2008; attorney; veteran; author; active
in civic, community, professional, and religious
affairs.
’36 BA—Helen Bretstein Miller of Roseland, NJ,
August 24, 2008.

’33—Thomas D. Garbe of Pompano Beach, FL,
March 24, 2007; retired senior VP.

’36, BA ’37—Richard C. Vonnegut of Indianapolis, IN, August 20, 2008; secretary-treasurer,
Vonnegut Hardware Co.; veteran; active in civic,
community, and alumni affairs.

’33 MD—Col. Robert J. Hoagland of Charlotte,
NC, September 28, 2007; physician; veteran.

’37 BS HE—Florence Mekeel Lambeth of Jacksonville, NY, October 30, 2008.

’34 BS HE—Marion Call Hemmett (Mrs. Gordon
M. ’33) of Lantana, FL, formerly of Rochester, NY,
September 23, 2008; active in community and
alumni affairs.

’37—Hulda Schuele Lesher of Rocky River, OH,
July 9, 2008. Kappa Kappa Gamma.

’34 BA—Lloyd T. Johnson of Elkhart, IN, July
6, 2008; manager, Int’l O.C.
’34 BA—Alfred M. Lilienthal of Washington, DC,
October 6, 2008; expert on the Middle East; author. Zeta Beta Tau.
’34—George Lister of Homosassa, FL, October 1,
2008; pediatrician; practiced at Jackson Memorial and Variety Children’s hospitals; clinical professor, U. of Miami; also worked for Hernando
County Health Dept.; veteran; photographer; author; active in civic, community, and professional affairs.

’37 BS Ag—John A. Mott of Hartwick, NY, April
23, 2008; supervisor of farm operations, Old Sturbridge Village Museum; photographer; agriculture
and shop teacher; historical researcher; author;
woodcarver; active in civic, community, professional, and religious affairs.
’37 BS HE—Mary Pratt Peterson of Petaluma,
CA, October 8, 2008; active in alumni affairs.
’37 MD—Irving E. Sisman of Flushing, NY, May
12, 2008; physician.
’38 BS Ag—George H. Batt of Princeville, HI,
September 20, 2008; florist; interpreter guide,
Waioli Mission House and Grove Farm Homestead;
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insecticide researcher, Exxon; active in community, professional, and alumni affairs.

resort operator; active in civic, community, and
religious affairs. Sigma Phi Epsilon.

’38 BS HE—Priscilla Benner of New Canaan, CT,
May 26, 2008; retired institution manager; active
in alumni affairs. Delta Delta Delta.

’39 BS HE—June Williams Ryerson of Elmira,
NY, June 8, 2008; active in community and religious affairs. Chi Omega.

’38, BCE ’39—Carl-Eric Beve of Gwynn Oak, MD,
May 8, 2008; civil engineer; active in alumni affairs. Chi Phi.

’39 DVM—Daniel P. Sasmore of Union City, CA,
June 23, 2007; veterinarian.

’38 MD—Walter T. Carpenter of Huntington, NY,
October 23, 2008; physician.
’38 BA—Jeanne White Church of Newtown
Square, PA, June 6, 2006; president, Committee
of 1926-Strawberry Mansion. Pi Beta Phi.
’38 BME—Karl H. Hemmerich of Wyomissing,
PA, November 20, 2008; president, Hemmerich
Industries; veteran; active in community, religious, and alumni affairs. Phi Kappa Sigma.
’39 BA—Joseph Block of Ellicottville, NY, October 14, 2008; retired president, T. C. Tanke Jewelers; veteran; active in civic and community affairs.
Zeta Beta Tau.
’39 DVM—Gerald A. Faatz of Waterville, ME,
November 5, 2008; veterinarian; veteran; author; active in community, professional, and religious affairs.
’39—Paul C. Franke of Dania Beach, FL, December 21, 2007.
’39 BS Ag, MS Ag ’45—Chester H. Freeman of
Ithaca, NY, September 9, 2008; professor emeritus, communication arts, Cornell U.; veteran; active in community, professional, and alumni
affairs. Alpha Zeta.
’39 BA—Eleanor Dodge Hassett (Mrs. Thomas
C. ’40) of Syracuse, NY, May 16, 2008; active in
alumni affairs.
’39, BS Ag ’47—John L. Hawkes of Shelburne,
VT, July 27, 2008; retired president, Dorset Foundation; ran film festivals; former dairy farmer;
veteran; active in civic and community affairs.
’39, BME ’40—W. Harry Johns Jr. of Glenwood
Springs, CO, January 17, 2008; engineer, Climax
Mine; structural engineer, Mountain Chalet Hotel; worked on the Apollo moon suit.
’39 BA—Alice Quinn Lee of Norwich, NY, September 18, 2008; active in alumni affairs. Alpha
Omicron Pi.
’39, BS Ag ’40—Sven W. Loman of Dryden, NY,
September 30, 2008; master gardener; worked for
George Junior Republic; veteran; active in community, religious, and alumni affairs.
’39 BS Ag—Marcel F. Mulbury of Cocoa Beach,
FL, and Peru, NY, October 28, 2008; owner,
Northern Orchard Co.; active in alumni affairs. Alpha Zeta.
’39 BA, JD ’41—Irving L. Price Jr. of Greenport,
NY, April 21, 2008; attorney. Sigma Phi Epsilon.
’39—John E. Raymond of Ballston Spa and
Brant Lake, NY, June 16, 2008; retired realtor;
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’39—Burton J. Schnur Jr. of Merrill, WI, October
1, 2008; maintenance supervisor, Wausau Insurance; farmer; former meat packer. Kappa Sigma.
’39 BA—Arnold M. Smith of Roswell, GA, May
17, 2008. Beta Sigma Rho.

Manor, NY, August 28, 2008; homemaker; journalist; commissioner of Girl Scouts in Bavaria;
active in community, religious, and alumni affairs. Alpha Phi.
’41 MS—Nancy Eggleston Holcomb of Mount
Pleasant, SC, September 17, 2008; research biologist; taught at NYU Dental School, Cornell Medical School, and Sloan Kettering Cancer Center;
active in community and religious affairs. Husband, Edward S. Holcomb Jr. ’39, MD ’43.
’41 BA—Richard W. Johnston of Charlestown,
MA, November 6, 2008; retired hockey writer,
Buffalo Evening News; veteran; active in professional affairs. Delta Chi.

’39 BS Ag—Donald C. Whiteman of Adams, NY,
November 16, 2008; salesman, Blue Seal Feeds
Co.; manager, NY Artificial Breeders Cooperative;
veteran; active in civic, community, professional, and alumni affairs.

’41 BS HE—Ruth Mitchelson Pavka (Mrs. John
R. ’42) of Asheville, NC, January 22, 2008.

’40 BME—Howard H. Armstrong of Napoleon,
OH, January 17, 2008; retired engineer, B.F.
Goodrich.

’42 BME—Francis W. Bacon of Erie, PA, November 21, 2007; president and CEO, Lakeview Forge;
veteran; active in community, professional, and
religious affairs. Phi Delta Theta.

’40 BA—Martha C. Bentley of Santa Rosa, CA,
May 26, 2008.
’40 BS HE—Harriet I. Gunning of Trumansburg,
NY, formerly of Framingham, MA, November 1,
2008; worked for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; active in civic, community, and religious affairs.
’40 BA—Frank A. Juliano of New York City and
Hillsdale, NY, October 5, 2008; retired director,
demolition.
’40, BS HE ’41—Naomi George Scott (Mrs.
Lewis H. ’40) of Bloomfield, NY, September 20,
2008; teacher, Monroe County Dept. of Social
Svcs.; missionary; active in community and religious affairs.
’40 BA—Burges Smith of Farmington, CT, August 24, 2008; businessman; owner, Universal
Lightning Rod; veteran; active in community,
professional, religious, and alumni affairs. Beta
Theta Pi.
’40 BME—F. Van Wormer Walsh Jr. of Southport, ME, April 9, 2008; mechanical engineer,
Curtiss Wright Corp.; contractor, Clanbro Construction Co.; narrow gauge railway enthusiast;
active in community and professional affairs. Alpha Tau Omega.
’41 BA—Margaret L. Emerson of Brevard, NC,
January 22, 2008.
’41 BS Ag—Eugene C. Fuerst of Mansfield, OH,
July 14, 2007; active in alumni affairs. Wife,
Marie (Lueders) ’41.
’41 BS HE—Marie Lueders Fuerst (Mrs. Eugene
C. ’41) of Mansfield, OH, October 25, 2008; active in alumni affairs. Chi Omega.
’41 BA—Marjorie Brass Greene of Syracuse, NY,
November 8, 2008; active in religious and alumni affairs. Delta Delta Delta.
’41—Alice Williams Hallanan of Pierrepont
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’41-43 SP Ag—William L. Richardson of Oakfield, NY, September 23, 2008.

’42 DVM—Jean Mackerley Buist of Basking
Ridge, NJ, November 12, 2008; veterinarian; active in civic, community, and professional affairs.
’42 BS Ag—Edwin H. Horning of Fishers Island,
NY, August 28, 2008; retired teacher; curator,
Henry L. Ferguson Museum; naturalist; veteran;
active in community and religious affairs.
’42 BS Ag—Roger A. Kent of Sherrill, NY, December 6, 2007; rehabilitation counselor, New
York State; veteran; active in community and religious affairs. Wife, Roberta (Johnson) ’45.
’42—John F. Parr of Ithaca, NY, formerly of
Slaterville Springs, NY, September 13, 2008;
plumber and steamfitter; veteran. Alpha Gamma
Rho. Wife, Phoebe (Moore) ’42.
’42 BS Ag—John R. Pavka of Hendersonville, NC,
formerly of Brockport, NY, May 15, 2008; retired
teacher. Alpha Zeta.
’42 BME—Paul E. Rogers of Newtown Square,
PA, November 2, 2008; retired manager; active
in alumni affairs. Sigma Nu.
’42 BA—Frederick M. Shelley III of Arlington,
MA, August 27, 2008; commercial artist; clockmaker; writer; active in alumni affairs. Sigma Phi.
’42—William C. Stedman of Newfane, NY, October 20, 2002; retired owner, Stedman Nursery;
veteran; active in civic and community affairs.
’42 LLB—Harold A. Weiss of Los Angeles, CA,
December 31, 2007; attorney.
’43 PhD—Wayne A. Bowers of Chapel Hill, NC,
August 28, 2008; physics professor, U. of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill; worked on the Manhattan
Project; active in civic, community, professional,
religious, and alumni affairs. Wife, Maryellen
(Severinghaus) ’44.
’43 BME—William W. Dickhart III of Audubon,
PA, October 30, 2008; retired executive, Budd
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PA, November 24, 2006; worked for the Philadelphia Dairy Council; active in civic, community,
and religious affairs.

’43 BA—Mira Graves of Mechanicsburg, PA, October 28, 2008; retired administrative asst.,
Pennsylvania Dept. of Education; active in civic
and community affairs. Alpha Phi.

’44, BME ’46—Albert F. Goetze Jr. of St.
Michaels, MD, August 25, 2007; president, Albert
F. Goetze Inc.; advocate for Chesapeake Bay; veteran; active in civic, community, professional,
and religious affairs. Kappa Sigma. Wife Barbara
(Hendrickson) ’49.

’43 DVM—Kenneth I. Gumaer of Stuyvesant
Falls, NY, September 25, 2008; veterinarian; research pathologist, Sterling Winthrop Research
Inst.; veteran; active in community, professional, and alumni affairs.
’43 BA—Samuel W. Hunter of St. Paul, MN, October 22, 2008; heart surgeon, St. Paul’s Bethesda Hospital; helped to develop a pacemaker
component; veteran; active in community, professional, and alumni affairs. Chi Phi. Wife, Thelma (Emile) ’45.
’43—Charles Portney of New York City, October
26, 2008; investment broker; veteran.
’43 BS Hotel—Forrest B. Raffel of Miami, FL,
September 19, 2008; co-founder, Arby’s; partner, Forrest Investment Co.; veteran; active in
community, religious, and alumni affairs. Pi
Lambda Phi.
’43—Evelyn Sachs Steinberg of New York City,
October 13, 2008; mezzo-soprano soloist, Metropolitan Opera; gave critically acclaimed performance in Rigoletto; active in professional affairs.
’43 BS Ag—John C. Swan of Ithaca, NY, October
12, 2008; extension program chairman, Commercial Agriculture and Natural Resources, Cooperative Extension Service; active in community,
professional, and religious affairs.
’43 MA—Lucille Neumann Wright (Mrs. Carlton
E., PhD ’43) of Ithaca, NY, August 25, 2008; retired librarian, Martha Van Rensselaer Hall Library, Cornell U.; agricultural bibliographer, Mann
Library; English teacher; active in community and
religious affairs.
’44, BS Ag ’48—William A. Bigham of Canandaigua, NY, October 7, 2008; retired administrator, Bloomfield Central School; farmer; active in
civic, community, and religious affairs. Alpha
Gamma Rho.
’44—John T. Conner Sr. of Modena, NY, October
24, 2008; operated horse farms, including AlMarah Arabian Farm; radio personality; veteran;
active in community and professional affairs.
Wife, Jean (Carnell) ’46.
’44 BS HE—Alice Douglass Cronk of Vero Beach,
FL, September 10, 2008; freelance food stylist for
Bon Appetit and other magazines; food editor,
Family Circle; also worked for BBDO Advertising
Agency; active in community and professional affairs. Alpha Omicron Pi.

’44, BA ’47, JD ’49—Edward W. King of Ithaca,
NY, October 1, 2008; attorney; veteran.
’44, BA ’47—Walter J. Knox of Hockessin, DE,
July 7, 2008. Zeta Psi.
’44—Warren McArthur Jr. of Phoenix, AZ, April
29, 2008; rate engineer and computer analyst,
Arizona Public Service Co.; graphic designer; also
worked for Northrop Aircraft; active in community and professional affairs. Kappa Alpha.
’44 BME—John T. Parrett of St. Joseph, MI, retired engineer and consultant; chief engineer,
Benton Harbor Engineering Works; veteran; active in civic, community, and professional affairs.
Sigma Alpha Epsilon.
’44 BA—Barbara Taylor Sherwood of Endwell, NY,
September 16, 2008; retired IBM employee; active in community, religious, and alumni affairs.
’44—Lillian Davidson Slack (Mrs. William A.
’43) of Hendersonville, NC, February 27, 2006;
retired senior editor, Harcourt Brace Jovanovich.
Kappa Delta.
’44 BME—Anthony Staros of New York City, July
20, 2008; director, VA Prosthetics Center and Rehabilitation Engineering Center; founder, Int’l Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics; consultant,
World Rehabilitation Fund; veteran; author; active in civic, community, and professional affairs.
’45, BA ’44, MD ’48—Nancy Peters Dunaif of
Bedford, NY, November 18, 2008; retired psychiatrist; consulting psychiatrist, Yonkers public
school system, Hawthorne Cedar Knolls, St. Mary’s
in the Fields schools, and Leake and Watts Svcs.;
trained child psychiatry fellows at CUMC’s
Westchester division; active in professional affairs. Pi Beta Phi.
’45 BA—Barbara Smith Hart of Raleigh, NC, August 30, 2008; homemaker; active in religious affairs. Alpha Psi.
’45, BME ’48—Winfred B. Wright of Miramar
Beach, FL, March 30, 2008; engineer; veteran.
Sigma Nu. Wife, Eunice (Eddy) ’46.
’46 BS Ag—William C. Carter of Hamilton, NJ,
June 10, 2008; veterinarian; specialist in zoonotic diseases and arboviruses, NJ Dept. of Health;
veteran; active in civic, community, and professional affairs.

’44, BArch ’49—John B. Cummings of Binghamton, NY, November 16, 2008; retired architect;
veteran; active in civic, community, professional,
religious, and alumni affairs. Kappa Sigma. Wife,
Jean (Hendrickson) ’45.

’46 BS ORIE—Richard Dyner of New York City,
July 13, 2008.

’44 BS HE—Jane Furtick Geisinger of Harrisburg,

’46 BS Nurs—Zelda Krellenstein Howard of

’46, BS ’68, PhD ’73—Gertrude Sipperly Fish of
Portland, OR, September 6, 2008; author; editor.

South Dartmouth, MA, September 10, 2008; director of nursing, Franklin City Hospital; nursing
supervisor, Brooklyn Jewish Hospital; veteran; active in community and professional affairs.
’46, BME ’47—Arthur R. Kimbell of Brownsville,
VT, April 24, 2008; president, Phillips Metallurgical; worked for United Carr Fastener; served on
the Manhattan Project; partner, Touraid Travel;
also worked for Windsor Minerals; veteran; active
in civic and community affairs. Phi Delta Theta.

Alumni Deaths

Co.; high-speed rail expert; consultant, Transrapid
Int’l; veteran; active in community, professional,
religious, and alumni affairs. Delta Upsilon.

’46, MS Ag ’63—Johanna Goldsmith Koenig of
Oneonta, NY, June 16, 2008; retired college and
high school biology teacher; real estate broker;
active in community affairs. Husband, Otto C.
Koenig ’46.
’46 BCE—Robert L. McMurtrie of Elizabethtown,
PA, July 31, 2008; worked for Amtrak, Conrail,
Penn Central, and Pennsylvania railroads; veteran; active in community, religious, and alumni affairs. Alpha Tau Omega. Wife, Betty (Warner) ’45.
’46, BME ’45—Arnold H. Page of Toledo, OH,
November 2, 2008; owner and VP, Page Dairy;
mechanical engineer; active in community affairs. Chi Phi.
’46, BA ’45, MD ’48—Bernard Rodier of Oceanside, NY, August 29, 2008; retired general surgeon.
’47 BA—Suzanne Tettelbach Colle of Haddonfield, NJ, October 19, 2008; homemaker; active
in community and religious affairs. Kappa Kappa
Gamma. Husband, Ervin R. Colle ’49.
’47 BEE—Charles R. Fisher of Mission Viejo, CA,
April 14, 2008; Lambda Chi Alpha.
’47 MS Ag, PhD ’50—Robert H. Foote of Ithaca, NY, October 27, 2008; professor emeritus of
animal science, Cornell U.; pioneer of in vitro fertilization in livestock; veteran; active in professional and alumni affairs. Alpha Zeta.
’47 MD—Thomas H. Hoover of Canton, OH, September 14, 2008; obstetrician/gynecologist;
founding partner, Stark County Women’s Clinic;
staff physician, Aultman Hospital; veteran; active
in civic, community, and professional affairs.
’47-48 SP Ag—Donald M. Jamison of Stuyvesant, NY, July 18, 2008. Tau Kappa Epsilon.
Wife, Frances (Swinton) ’48.
’47 BME—James K. Mann of Wilmington, DE, October 10, 2008; manager, planning and services,
engineering dept., Hercules; developed rocket
motors for Polaris, Minuteman, and other missile
systems; veteran; active in community and alumni affairs. Phi Sigma Kappa.
’47 BME—George H. Popik of South Plainfield,
NJ, August 29, 2008; mechanical engineer; veteran; artist; active in community, religious, and
alumni affairs. Lambda Chi Alpha.
’47 BS Hotel—Edmund T. Price of Vernon Hills,
IL, October 8, 2008; director of food services, UC
Davis, Memphis State U., U. of Notre Dame, and
U. of Texas, Austin; veteran.
’47 BEE—Charles J. Riewe of South Bend, IN,
July 14, 2008; retired salesman.
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’47 BA, PhD ’54—G. William Skinner of Davis,
CA, October 25, 2008; professor of anthropology,
UC Davis; also taught at Stanford U. and Cornell
U.; active in professional and alumni affairs.
’48—Robert W. Baker Sr. of Ithaca, NY, October
20, 2008; orthodontist; chairman of the board,
Atlantic Dental Co.; senior clinical professor of
orthodontics, Eastman Dental Center; veteran; active in civic, community, professional, and alumni affairs.
’48 BME—James A. Bostwick of Lakewood, CA,
January 3, 2008; consultant, AB Machinery Sales.
’48—Donald L. Buhrmaster of Scotia, NY, June
13, 2008; owner, D. L. Buhrmaster Farms; active
in community, professional, and religious affairs.
Tau Kappa Epsilon.

’49 BS Ag—R. Burdell Bailey Jr. of South Glens
Falls, NY, August 25, 2008; retired judge advocate and hearing officer, New York State Corrections; veteran; active in community affairs.
’49 BS Ag—Morton D. Bildner of Pottstown, PA,
September 2, 2007. Beta Sigma Rho.
’49 MA, PhD ’53—John W. Copeland of Madison, NJ, September 9, 2008; emeritus professor
of philosophy, Drew U.; also taught at U. of
Pittsburgh and Boston U.; photographer; active
in professional affairs.
’49, BArch ’50—David C. Hart of Denver, CO, October 22, 2008; retired teacher.

’48 BA, MD ’52—Norman S. Buys of Portola Valley, CA, July 18, 2008; physician, Foothill Medical Dental Center. Zeta Psi.

’49, BS ORIE ’50—Robert H. King of Issaquah,
WA, August 22, 2008. Phi Gamma Delta.

’48 MA, PhD ’50—Edward L. Davis of Iowa City,
IA, October 11, 2004; professor of political science, U. of Iowa.

’49 PhD—Homer W. McCune of Ithaca, NY, October 3, 2008; retired associate director of research and development.

’48 BME—Agnew W. Derbyshire Jr. of Blue Bell,
PA, September 19, 2008; businessman; active in
alumni affairs. Theta Chi.

’49 LLB—Betty Baird Parkany of Williamsburg,
VA, June 8, 2008; law librarian, U. of Washington and U. of Puget Sound; attorney, Nat’l Conference of Christians and Jews; active in civic,
community, professional, and religious affairs.

’48 BS Hotel—Willis G. Garwood of Toledo, OH,
May 31, 2008; retired general manager, Toledo
Club; veteran.
’48 BS HE—Cornelia Ferrell Goodwin (Mrs. Edwin
E., MS ’48) of College Park, MD, July 14, 2007.
’48 BS Hotel—Bennie M. Hart of Bristol, TN,
October 20, 2008; retired from the food industry; veteran.
’48 PhD—Melvin D. Hurwitz of Greensboro, NC,
September 21, 2008; professor emeritus of clothing and textiles, U. North Carolina, Greensboro;
manager of research and development, Rohm and
Haas; explosives researcher, US Bureau of Mines;
winner of the Olney Medal; author; active in
community, professional, and religious affairs.
Wife Charlotte (Krevitsky), MS ’47.
’48 BS Hotel—Earl L. Jorgensen of Rochester, MN,
July 7, 2008; hotelier; veteran; active in civic, community, and professional affairs. Phi Delta Theta.
’48 BS ORIE, MS ILR ’51—Malcolm J. MacGregor of Park City, UT, August 22, 2008; Wife, Elizabeth (Evenden) ’48.
’48 BArch—David McCandless Jr. of Great Barrington, MA, August 12, 2008; architect; acoustical engineer; taught in the U. of Texas system;
veteran; artist; author; active in community and
professional affairs. Kappa Alpha.
’48 BA—Dominic Rossi of Fayetteville, NY, October 29, 2008; educator; optometrist; veteran.
’48 BCE—Warren J. Sunderland of Lawrenceville, NJ, October 11, 2008; civil engineer; chief,
Bureau of Structural Design, New Jersey Dept. of
Transportation; consultant, Arora & Assocs.; veteran; active in community, professional, and religious affairs.
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’48 BS HE—Josephine McKenrick Tobie of Willow Street, PA, April 10, 2008. Delta Delta Delta.
Husband, Alan F. Tobie, MS ’49.
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’49 BS Ag—Frederick Y. Reeve of Riverhead, NY,
January 3, 2008; operated Landscape Adventure;
potato farmer; helped develop Sprout Nip; active
in civic, community, and alumni affairs. Alpha
Gamma Rho.
’49 BA, MNS ’50—Betty Wood Ries of Highland,
IN, August 8, 2008; retired biochemist, Standard
Oil of Indiana. Husband, Alvin W. Ries ’51.
’49 BS Hotel—Babette Tetter Rutherford of Melbourne Beach, FL, September 13, 2008; active in
community affairs. Delta Gamma.
’50, BS Ag ’46, DVM ’50—La Verne M. Beakman of Brooksville, FL, October 27, 2008; veterinarian; horse breeder; owner, JB Farms; veteran;
active in civic, community, professional, and
alumni affairs. Alpha Psi.
’50 BS ILR—Kent W. Fendler of Silver Spring,
MD, March 13, 2008; president, Public Personnel Services.
’50 DVM—Stanley E. Garrison of Saratoga
Springs, NY, October 9, 2008; veterinarian; dairy
farmer; author; active in community, professional, religious, and alumni affairs. Alpha Psi.
’50 PhD—Samuel A. Hart of Davis, CA, September 13, 2008; professor of agricultural and municipal waste mgmt., UC Davis; worked for Davis
Waste Removal; co-invented the “Claw,” used to
collect garden waste from streets; veteran; active
in civic, community, and religious affairs.
’50—George W. Haupin of East Brunswick, NJ,
February 7, 2008.
’50 BS ILR—Harold C. Hedges of Clifton, VA,
March 9, 2008; retired, US government.
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’50—Stanley I. Hill of Boca Raton, FL, March
9, 2008.

Savings Bank of New York; NYS superintendent of
banks; appointment secretary, Gov. Nelson Rockefeller; attorney; chairman, Battery Park City Authority; veteran; active in civic, community,
professional, and alumni affairs.

’50 BS ORIE—Russel H. Nutter of Sun City, AZ,
September 28, 2006; Phi Kappa Sigma.

’52 MS, PhD ’87—Henry M. Cathey of Davidson,
NC, October 8, 2008; horticulturist; former director, US Nat’l Arboretum; pioneered research on
florist and nursery crops at USDA; instrumental
in creating USDA Plant Hardiness Zones and AHS
Plant Heat Zone Maps; author; hosted weekly radio show; active in community, professional, and
religious affairs.

’50 BS ILR—Richard E. Sage of Boston, NY, October 17, 2008; engineer, South Buffalo Railway;
veteran; active in community affairs.

’52 MBA—John M. Hoenig of Mission Viejo,
CA, August 5, 2008; retired asst. national sales
manager.

’50 MS Ag, PhD ’52—Raymond Sheldrake of
Sun City, FL, formerly of Trumansburg, NY, October 21, 2008; director, Sheldrake Research Center; professor, Dept. of Vegetable Crops, Cornell
U.; father of the plastic greenhouse; consultant
on soil development and plant nutrition, W.R.
Grace & Co.; established Early Bird Farm; veteran; pilot; active in professional affairs.

’52-53 GR—Kiyoshi Ito of Kyoto, Japan, October 10, 2008; mathematician; winner, 2006 Carl
Friedrich Gauss Prize for his theory of stochastic
differential equations; professor emeritus, Kyoto
U.; also taught at Cornell U.

’50 BS ORIE—Lloyd B. Thomas of Sykesville,
MD, June 5, 2008. Delta Phi.

’52—Saul S. Miles of Orange, CT, November 1,
2008; physician. Alpha Epsilon Pi.

’51 BS Ag, DVM ’55—Herbert L. Bandemer of
Canandaigua, NY, October 7, 2008; veterinarian;
veteran; active in community affairs. Alpha Psi.

’52, BEE ’53—Louis G. Roess of East Aurora, NY,
October 10, 2008; retired, sales and engineering.

’50 B Chem E—Walter L. Holmes of Sugar Land,
TX, November 18, 2008; worked for Shell Chemical Co.; veteran; executive on loan for the City
of Houston; active in civic, community, and professional affairs.

’51 MEd—William A. Doerr of Coos Bay, OR,
formerly of Alpine, CA, May 26, 2008; vice principal, Montgomery Middle School; science and
math teacher; CEO, Coos Curry Transitional
House; veteran; active in community and professional affairs.
’51 BME—Noboru Kondo of Westlake Village,
CA, October 1, 2008; aerospace engineer, Sperry
and Litton Industries; translator in post-war
Japan; active in civic, community, professional,
and alumni affairs. Tau Beta Phi.
’51 BS Ag—Hugh S. MacNeil of Franklin, TN, October 30, 2008; NYS Assemblyman; former head
basketball coach, Cornell U.; chairman, Tompkins
County board of representatives; high school
teacher; veteran; active in civic, community, and
alumni affairs. Wife, Georgia (McGowan), MS ’49.
’51 BS ILR, JD ’53—Albert V. Marchigiani of
Bedford Hills, NY, October 10, 2008; attorney;
veteran; supervisor, Town of Bedford; co-founder,
A-Home; active in civic and community affairs.
’51 BA—Robert P. Michaels of Palm Beach, FL,
August 24, 2008; salesman. Tau Kappa Epsilon.
’51 BA, MD ’56—Nancy Ripley Rost (Mrs.
Michael S., MD ’54) of North Baldwin, NY, October 25, 2008; psychiatrist; asst. director, Aftercare Services, Long Island Jewish Hillside Medical
Center; active in community affairs.

’52 BA—Irwin Lublin of Los Angeles, CA, October 5, 2008; emeritus professor of psychology.

’52, BEE ’53—Robert S. Spangler of Concord, NC,
September 10, 2008; retired salesman and marketer, Industrial Plastics; veteran; active in community and religious affairs. Sigma Phi Epsilon.
’52 BA—Donald A. Sturtz of Littleton, MA, May
15, 2008; interior design sales, Stickley Audi; active in community affairs. Phi Sigma Delta.
’52—Duane R. Turner of Sherburne, NY, April 17,
2004; entrepreneur; jeweler; veteran.

in community, professional, and religious affairs.
’53 MEd—Leona Westendorf Gelder of Ithaca,
NY, November 4, 2008; principal, South Hill Elementary School; active in civic, community, professional, and religious affairs.
’53 PhD—Max G. Hamilton of Williston, SC, August 20, 2008; retired research professor, Clemson U.; veteran; active in religious affairs.
’53 BS ILR—Arnold C. Harster of Brockport, NY,
September 4, 2008; personnel director, Rochester
Psychiatric Center; veteran.
’53 BS Ag—Robert J. Herrmann of Santa Maria,
CA, April 22, 2008.
’53 MEd—George A. Hillier of Wolfville, Nova
Scotia, September 25, 2008; professor emeritus
of business, Acadia U.; industrial relations mgr.,
Nova Scotia Light and Power; worked for the
Aluminum Co. of Canada; high school teacher;
veteran; active in community and professional
affairs.
’53 BFA, MFA ’55—Richard W. Hoare of Chula
Vista, CA, November 2, 2008; artist.
’53—John A. Perialas of Ithaca, NY, October
28, 2008; president, Pyramid Sound and Valex
Talent Agency; active in community and professional affairs.
’53—Byron A. Washburn of Lowville, NY, August
25, 2008; high school biology teacher; active in
community and religious affairs.
’53 MEd—Dorothy Gentry Wiss of Blacksburg,
VA, October 9, 2008; retired 4-H extension program, Virginia Tech U.; active in community, professional, and religious affairs.

’53 BS Ag—Bruce H. Bard of Brooktondale, NY,
October 29, 2008; general contractor; building
inspector; BOCES instructor; advertising writer;
veteran; active in civic and community affairs.

’54 JD—Edna A. Boorady of Dunkirk, NY, November 5, 2008; first woman to direct an overseas mission, US foreign aid program; director of
personnel and mgmt., USAID; director of USAID
Office of Special Assistance for labor relations;
attorney; active in civic, community, and professional affairs.

’53—Henry O. Chapman Jr. of Middleburg, VA,
October 27, 2008; retired sales executive, Rockwell Corp.; veteran; active in community affairs.
Kappa Alpha.

’54 BA—Joan Taylor Chalfant of Wilmington,
DE, May 23, 2008; secretary, Chalfant-Architect.
Delta Delta Delta. Husband, Richard D. Chalfant,
BArch ’54.

’53—Peter Conn of Ashland, MA, March 17,
2007. Alpha Tau Omega.

’54, BS Ag ’55—Robert W. Hood of Franklin, NY,
October 18, 2007; informational specialist; former asst. professor of agricultural economics,
Cornell U.; active in religious affairs. Alpha Gamma Rho.

’53 MS, PhD ’58—F. Graham Cooch of Valencia,
PA, formerly of Las Cruces, NM, August 29, 2008;
expert on the biology and management of migratory birds; taught at the Dept. of Fisheries
and Wildlife, New Mexico State U.; retired research scientist, Canadian Wildlife Service; author; active in professional affairs. Wife, Joan
(Needes), PhD ’58.

’51 MS HE—Mary Colleen Collins Ryan of Lawrence, KS, December 26, 2007. Husband, Theodore
H. Ryan ’52.

’53—Joan Henn Cordes of Glens Falls, NY, October 9, 2008; coronary care nurse; veteran; active
in community and religious affairs. Husband,
John A. Cordes Jr. ’47, B Chem E ’49.

’52 LLB—Harry W. Albright Jr. of Longboat Key,
FL, October 8, 2008; president and CEO, Dime

’53 DVM—Milton F. Ebersol of Watertown, NY,
September 2, 2008; veterinarian; veteran; active

Alumni Deaths

’50 BA—Arthur R. Heuser of Rock Hill, SC, October 6, 2007; textile chemist, BASF Corp. Acacia.

’54 DVM—William T. Hume of Freeville, NY,
October 21, 2008; veterinarian; veteran; outdoorsman.
’54 MD—Norman W. Keller of Greenwich, CT,
October 30, 2008; physician.
’54 BA—James B. Pierce of Bryn Mawr, PA, January 16, 2007. Delta Tau Delta.
’54, BME ’58—Vincent H. Rose of Powell, WY,
September 18, 2008; mechanical engineer; president, HI-Q Technology; veteran; active in civic,
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community, professional, and alumni affairs.
Theta Delta Chi.
’54 MFA—William H. Sola of Ticonderoga, NY,
May 24, 2008; artist; teacher; coach; veteran; active in community and professional affairs.
’54 BA, MEd ’57—Roger E. Van Buskirk of
Westborough, MA, June 21, 2008.
’54, BArch ’55—Nancy Moskowitz Wachs of
Rochester, NY, September 20, 2008; groundbreaking green architect; editor, American Inst.
of Architects of Rochester newsletter; active in
civic, community, professional, and alumni affairs.

’56 PhD—Thomas L. Jenkins of Chagrin Falls,
OH, March 19, 2007; professor emeritus of
physics, Case Western Reserve U.; active in community affairs.
’56 BA—Sander Peck of San Marino, CA, June 3,
2008; chief physician, Los Angeles Sheriff’s Dept.

’55 MBA—Alan D. Baird of Evergreen, CO, March
25, 2007.

’56 BS Ag—Richard L. Wing of Portageville, NY,
June 23, 2008; professor, Hougton College; professor of aerospace studies, Wilkes College; veteran; author; active in civic, community, and
religious affairs. Alpha Zeta.

’55—Jean B. Kennedy of Denver, CO, September
16, 2008; project director, Education Commission
of the States; active in civic, community, and
professional affairs.

’57, BME ’58—R. Bruce Biddulph of Medford,
OR, January 2, 2008; ceramic engineer; worked
for Osram Sylvania and General Electric; active in
community and religious affairs. Triangle.

’55 BA—Frank Lindenfeld of Bloomsburg, PA,
June 8, 2008; professor emeritus of sociology
and social welfare, Bloomsburg U.; author; editor; established Summerhill West; active in civic,
community, and professional affairs.

’57 JD—Ray W. Brown of Pittsburgh, PA, May 7,
2008; attorney.

’54—Martin J. Wayne of Auburn, NY, May 15, 2008.

’55—Ann O’Mara McAvoy of East Millinocket,
ME, September 19, 2008; worked in human resources, Great Northern Paper; active in civic and
community affairs.
’55 MA—Barbara Morse of Ithaca, NY, September 28, 2008; chair of student services, pre-law
advisor, coordinator of the Individual Program
of Study Option and of New Student Orientation
Programs, College of Human Ecology, Cornell U.;
asst. dean and freshman dean, Chatham College;
active in community, professional, and alumni
affairs.
’55 BS HE—Valerie Riley Stafford of North Falmouth, MA, October 12, 2008; children’s service
coordinator, Dutchess County Dept. of Mental Hygiene; worked for NYS Office of Mental Health;
director, Dutchess County Head Start program;
active in civic, community, and professional affairs. Husband, M. Douglas Stafford ’55.
’56 MS—Iftikhar D. Ahmed of Mission Viejo, CA,
October 15, 2007.
’56 BS ILR—Alfred A. Apfel of Cincinnati, OH,
October 8, 2008; senior VP and portfolio manager, Smith Barney; former VP, E.F. Hutton; instructor, Osher Lifelong Learning Inst.; active in
community, professional, and alumni affairs.
’56 BS Hotel—Capt. John H. Bing of San Diego,
CA, August 22, 2008; retired US Navy officer;
executive officer, Hospital Corps School, Nat’l
Naval Medical Center; veteran; active in professional affairs.
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’56 BS Ag—Albert W. Hall of Tonopah, NV, formerly of Charlton, MA, October 9, 2008; worldclass hammer thrower; member of four US
Olympic teams; operated Mid-State Insurance
Agency; veteran; active in community and alumni affairs.

’57 BA—Raymond G. Crooke of Pewaukee, WI,
July 26, 2008; retired manager and salesman;
veteran. Phi Delta Theta.
’57, BA ’59—Martin D. Ezra of Lansdowne, PA,
December 5, 2007; real estate investor. Sigma Alpha Mu.
’57, BME ’58—Ronald W. Fichtl of Franklin,
NJ, November 2, 2008; retired executive, American Trading and Production Corp.; owner, Latronics Assocs.; veteran; active in community,
professional, religious, and alumni affairs. Phi
Sigma Kappa.
’57, B Chem E ’58—Philip G. Horton of Tucson,
AZ, September 21, 2008; technical director, Fluor Daniel Genetic Engineering; also worked for
General Electric; active in community affairs.
Wife, Eleanor (McKenna) ’59.
’57 GR—Conrad H. Liden of Bowie, MD, October 28, 2008; agronomist, U. of Maryland; extension printing specialist; firearms instructor, U.
of Maryland police; veteran; active in community, professional, and religious affairs.
’57—Marvin J. Pinn of Watchung, NJ, May 8,
2008; prosthodontist.
’57 GR—Marshall Spector of Setauket, NY, was
mistakenly listed as deceased in the Jan/Feb ’08
Cornell Alumni Magazine.
’58, BA ’59—Harry P. Gould of Kingwood, TX,
August 23, 2008. Phi Kappa Sigma. Wife, Joyce
(Sekellick) ’59.

ambassador in the Republic of Congo and Burundi; helped establish a chimpanzee sanctuary in
Burundi; headed the Central Africa and the H.M.
Salaam foundations; author; active in civic, community, and professional affairs.
’58 BA—Lynne Gabrielson Reem of Lexington,
MA, May 2, 2007; financial analyst; active in
community affairs. Pi Beta Phi.
’58—William E. Veit of Clifton Park, NY, September 27, 2008; retired engineer, Knolls Atomic
Power Laboratory; veteran; active in community
and religious affairs. Zeta Psi. Wife, Mary Lou
(Fleming) ’57.
’59, BArch ’61—James T. Cullen Jr. of Schenectady, NY, August 15, 2008; architect; veteran. Psi Upsilon.
’59 JD—S. Barrett Hickman of Mahopac, NY,
November 16, 2007; attorney.
’59 BA—Victoria Lane Kempe of Brentwood,
England, July 2, 2008. Kappa Alpha Theta.
’59 MD—James B. McGovern of San Antonio,
TX, August 20, 2008; pediatric surgeon; clinical
professor, U. of Texas Medical School; veteran;
active in professional affairs.
’59 MA—Barrett G. Potter of Alfred, NY, October 22, 2008; professor, SUNY Technical College.
’59 BS Nurs—Evelyn Huntington Premselaar
of Sisters, OR, September 4, 2008; director, public health.
’59, BME ’60—Oskar G. Rogg of Wyetheville, VA,
formerly of New Milford, CT, October 21, 2008;
founder, Rogg Manufacturing Corp.; raised Angus
and Limousin cattle; Connecticut assemblyman,
167th District; active in civic, community, and
professional affairs. Von Cramm. Wife, Anne
Wynne (Barringer) ’59.
’59 PhD—Billy C. Wright of State College, MS,
October 16, 2008.
’61 BS HE—Donna Wheat Brumbaugh of
Naples, NY, November 5, 2007; owner, T&C Laundromats; active in community and religious affairs. Kappa Delta.
’62 BA—Emily F. Eynon of North Canton, OH,
formerly of Paris, France, June 20, 2008; senior
executive, UNESCO. Kappa Kappa Gamma.
’63 MPA—John P. Flanagan of Lincoln, RI,
August 10, 2007; retired office manager, Fairlawn Oil Service; active in community and alumni affairs.
’63 PhD—Forbes I. Hill of Brooklyn, NY, November 5, 2008; professor emeritus, Queens College;
union leader; author; musician; active in civic,
community, professional, and religious affairs.

’56 BS ILR—Robert A. Goodman of Matawan,
NJ, November 16, 2008; arbitrator; attorney. Alpha Epsilon Pi.

’58 BS Hotel—James M. Namack of Port
Charlotte, FL, June 9, 2008; VP and comptroller, Blaikie, Miller and Hines; veteran; musician; active in community affairs. Wife, Polly
(Patrick) ’56.

’63 MBA, LLB ’64—John B. Rosenthal of Villanova, PA, September 29, 2008; founder and
chairman emeritus, Pennrose Properties; active
in civic, community, and professional affairs.

’56 JD—Jerry R. Greenfield of Pittsford, NY,
May 14, 2008; attorney; veteran.

’58-61 GR—James D. Phillips of Arlington, VA,
October 6, 2008; retired Foreign Service officer;

’64 PhD—Eduardo Alvarez-Luna of Los Mochis,
Sinaloa, Mexico, October 14, 2008; expert on the
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’64—Daniel P. Cassidy of San Francisco, CA, October 12, 2008; writer; author of How the Irish
Invented Slang; filmmaker; founder and director,
Irish Studies program, and director, media and film
studies, New College of California; musician; civil rights activist; union organizer; active in civic,
community, and professional affairs. Chi Psi.
’64 EdD—George E. Greene of Binghamton, NY,
June 19, 2008; educator; pastor; veteran; active
in community, professional, and religious affairs.
’65-67 GR—George V. Babcock of Laurel Run,
PA, June 17, 2007; associate professor and assoc. dean, school of management, U. of Scranton; former member, Society of Jesus; veteran;
active in community, professional, and religious
affairs.
’65 BS Ag—Leona F. Fass of Carmel, CA, September 12, 2008; computer scientist; independent scholar.
’65 PhD—James A. Himes of Gainesville, FL,
November 16, 2008; veterinarian; professor
emeritus of veterinary medicine and assoc. dean
for student activities and instruction, U. of Florida; restaurant owner; veteran; active in professional affairs.
’65 DVM—Robert J. Legler of Vernon, NY, October 5, 2008; veterinarian; official track veterinarian, Vernon Downs; veteran; active in
community and religious affairs.
’66 MS, PhD ’72—Khalid Ashraf of Alfred, NY,
June 12, 2007; professor, and chairman, Dept. of
Social and Behavioral Sciences, Alfred U.; deputy
director, Peshawar U.; farm manager, Thal Development Authority, Pakistan; author; active in
civic, community, and professional affairs.
’66-69 GR—Robert F. Herse of Santa Cruz, CA,
September 17, 2008.
’66-70 GR—Alan Zabell of Potomac, MD, August
12, 2007; radiation oncologist; regional VP, American Healthways.
’67 BA—Michael D. Bank of Laconia, NH, July
17, 2007; senior VP and CIO, F.M. Global Insurance; veteran. Theta Chi.
’67 BA—Lawrence E. Ramsey of Dickson, TN,
October 29, 2007; attorney; active in alumni affairs. Sigma Chi.
’67 BA—Lawrence E. Wiesen of San Rafael, CA,
October 19, 2008; founding partner, consulting
firm; restaurateur; former executive, American Express and Fireman’s Fund Insurance. Alpha Epsilon Pi.
’67 BA—Delba Winthrop of Cambridge, MA, August 6, 2006; lecturer, political theory, Harvard U.
’68 BA—Todd L. Kiplinger of Bethesda, MD, October 7, 2008; vice president for investments and
vice chair, board of directors, Kiplinger Publications; trustee, Kiplinger Foundation; active in
civic, community, professional, and alumni affairs. Sigma Chi.

’69—Lt. Col. Carl J. Bang Jr. of Colorado
Springs, CO, May 25, 2007; retired US Air Force
officer; also worked at Northrop Grumman;
veteran.

’78 BA—S. Mitchell Rivitz of Brookline, MA,
June 11, 2008; chief of intervention radiology,
Newton-Wellesley Hospital; youth soccer and
baseball coach. Delta Phi.

’69 BS Ag—Robert H. Lightfoote of Queensbury,
NY, October 5, 2008; assoc. director, WarrenWashington County Office of Community Services;
also worked in the behavioral health unit, Glens
Falls Hospital; adjunct professor, Russell Sage U.;
Peace Corps volunteer; active in civic and community affairs. Acacia.

’79 BEE—Janet Accettura Snyder of Chester, NH,
October 18, 2008; mathematics teacher; electrical engineer, Hewlett Packard; graduate student;
active in community affairs.

’69 BS Ag—Ira M. Lipsky of Loch Sheldrake, NY,
June 15, 2008; active in community affairs. Beta
Sigma Rho.
’70-71 GR—Martha Hatcher Mason of Hephzibah, GA, June 11, 2008; registered dietician,
Cornell U.-New York Hospital; active in religious
affairs.
’73, BS Ag ’75—Frank J. Franconi of Harveys
Lake, PA, August 1, 2008; director of corporate
development, Scott Paper Co.; president, Franconi Consulting; active in religious affairs. Phi
Gamma Delta.
’73 JD—Lorraine Power Tharp of Saratoga
Springs, NY, October 28, 2008; attorney; partner and chair, Whiteman Osterman & Hanna
LLP; third woman to lead the NYS Bar; active
in civic, community, professional, and alumni
affairs.
’74 BA—Howard L. Hiller of Westfield, NJ, October 26, 2008; managing director, fixed income
capital markets group, Salomon Smith Barney;
taught at Columbia U.; active in alumni affairs.
Wife, Barbara (Spitzer) ’77.
’74 BA—Richard C. Houck of Cleveland, OH, November 3, 2007. Kappa Delta Rho.
’74, BS Hotel ’75—Shigeru Mizuno of Tokyo,
Japan, March 1, 2004; worked for Kurokawa Construction Co.
’75, BS Ag ’84—Thomas S. Anthony of Plainview, NY, April 3, 2008. Kappa Delta Rho.

’79—Roger L. Westhaver of Hingham, MA, October 9, 2008; owner, Bare Cove Gourmet Catering; active in community affairs.
’82 BS Hotel—Marc S. Brett of Maplewood, NJ,
September 13, 2008; director of contract administration, Hilton Hotels Corp.; active in professional affairs.
’82 BS—Charles R. Francisco of Incline Village,
NV, May 27, 2008; self-employed; active in alumni affairs.
’82 BS Hotel—Allan E. Poteat of Treasure Island, FL, May 14, 2008; self-employed.
’83 BEE—Michael S. Wilson of Scottsdale, AZ,
October 6, 2008; worked for General Dynamics
and Motorola; active in alumni affairs.
’83 BS Hotel—Karen L. Wright of New York
City, July 28, 2007; assistant manager. Kappa
Kappa Gamma.
’85 JD—Amy Hertz of Oakland, CA, February 8,
2007; attorney.
’86 BS Ag—Peter J. Griffin of Pequannock, NJ,
October 28, 2008; food and beverage distribution mgr., Dingman’s Dairy; active in community
and religious affairs. Chi Psi.
’89—Thomas P. Logan of Wappingers Falls, NY,
May 2, 2007; arborist; horticulturalist; active in
community affairs.
’90 BS Ag—Paul C. Stump of Harrisburg, NC, December 28, 2007; process design consultant,
Bank of America.

’76 BA—John C. James of Doylestown, PA,
June 9, 2008; executive director, TEVA Pharmaceuticals.

’91 BS Ag—Jeffrey S. Popow of Cleveland, OH,
formerly of Ithaca, NY, October 11, 2008; managing editor, Cornell U. Extension Svcs. Tau Epsilon Phi.

’76—Geoffrey P. Schultz of Denver, CO, April 13,
2008; president, Three Saints Wine & Imports.
Phi Gamma Delta.

’93 MBA—Kenneth A. Kresch of Allendale, NJ,
August 25, 2008; senior systems analyst, Seix
Investment Advisors.

’77 BA—Barbara Johnson of Halcottsville, NY,
October 12, 2008; operated a Swedish and
sports massage practice; Feldenkrais practitioner; life and business coach; also worked in the
financial industry; active in civic and community affairs.

’95 BA—David L. Holder of Washington, DC,
September 12, 2008; president, Access Capital
Mortgage; active in alumni affairs. Alpha Tau
Omega.

’77 JD—Katherine A. Smith of Bordentown,
NJ, November 9, 2008; retired deputy attorney
general.
’78 BA—R. Scott Borrus of Branford, CT, June
16, 2008; CEO, Southern CT Internal Medicine;
attending physician, Yale New Haven Hospital;
active in community and professional affairs. Sigma Nu.

Alumni Deaths

potato; chair of PICTIPAPA, the Mexican potato
research organization.

’98 BA—Jakub J. Janecka of Lake Ariel, PA,
October 8, 2008; earned a master’s in theology,
U. of Scranton, and a master’s of biology,
Catholic U.
’99 BA—Aaron A. Milke of Reading, PA, October 6, 2008; attorney. Delta Tau Delta.
’08—Evan D. Wade of Williamsburg, VA, October
25, 2008; fourth-year engineering student; NROTC
midshipman; musician; active in religious affairs.
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Cornellian of the Century
Happy 100th, Mr. Vanneman

Buttoned up:
The traditional
Reunion garb of
Bill Vanneman ’31
includes a photo
of himself as an
undergraduate.
UP

I

f the weather hadn’t been so lousy around Boston and
Albany that week back in 1899, Cornell might never have
gained one of its most phenomenally loyal alumni. When a
certain aspiring engineer visited MIT, he was greeted by peasoup fog; he went on to RPI and encountered a disheartening
drizzle. So he continued west. “He came down along the lake
and arrived in Ithaca and the Cornell campus on a glorious
spring morning, and that did it,” recalls his son, Bill Vanneman
’31. “He wanted to go to Cornell.”
C. Reeve Vanneman 1903 would go on to be an active alumnus—but nothing compared to his son, whose name has come
to embody Big Red spirit. Bill Vanneman—who turns 100 on
April 6—has long been a fixture at Reunion, an unfailingly
friendly and courtly figure decked out in his signature striped
blazer covered in commemorative pins (including a portrait of
himself as a dashing undergraduate). The long-serving president
of his class and a veteran Class Notes correspondent—not to
mention a perennial favorite among alumni affairs staff—Vanneman sometimes wears a red fedora to Reunion, sometimes a
Cornell baseball cap. But he always sports red-and-white-striped
socks, acquired at Lord & Taylor decades ago and lovingly
maintained for just such occasions.
An only child reared in Albany, New York, Vanneman
attended Big Red football games and crew races with his father—
who, he says, “started bending the twig fairly early” in favor of
attending the alma mater. “Of course,” he admits, “when my two
boys came along, I did a little twig-bending too.” (Sons Bill Jr. ’65
112
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and Reeve “Ting” ’67 proved pliable; other Cornellians in the
family tree include an uncle, a daughter-in-law, and a granddaughter.) Vanneman studied English and economics on the Hill,
rowed JV crew, and served as secretary of Kappa Alpha fraternity. “At the time, it was one of the archaic institutions on campus,” he says. “We had to wear stiff collars to dinner. And they
had a rule that you couldn’t date Cornell co-eds, even though it
was difficult for our dates to get to Ithaca from anywhere.” He
went on to a Harvard MBA, wartime service in the form of a
Navy desk job, and a career in law book publishing. He and his
first wife, nicknamed Rosebud, had two sons, five grandchildren,
and eight great-grandchildren. (She passed away in 1990 after
more than fifty years of marriage; he and second wife Happy
were together for three years before her death in 1995.)
With the exception of the war years, Vanneman has rarely
missed a Cornell Reunion—and for the past two decades, as a
member of the Continuous Reunion Club, he has attended annually. His unflagging belief in the importance of alumni participation in class events prompted CACO to found the Bill Vanneman ’31 Outstanding Class Leader Award, with the first
bestowed on its namesake. Though Vanneman has lost much of
his hearing, he’s still in reasonably good health as he celebrates
his centennial; he’s an active member of his Cape Cod retirement
community, where he delivers newspapers to fellow residents
each morning. To what does he attribute his longevity? “I have
wondered about that,” he says, “and I can only attribute it to
the genes that my parents gave me.”
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