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Cornell’s gorges are one of its defining features—but they can be as deadly as they are
beautiful. While most people think that their biggest danger is in luring would-be 
suicides, the fact remains that half the deaths in campus gorges are due to accidental
drownings and other mishaps. With one pool the site of two drownings in as many
summers, University and local officials are looking for ways to keep students safe.

56 Picture This
BRAD HERZOG ’90

Philip Messina ’88, BArch ’90, is one of Hollywood’s most sought-after production
designers, working with A-list directors like Steven Soderbergh. From Erin Brockovich
to the Ocean’s adventures, Messina creates worlds that are realistic down to the tini-
est detail. Compared with the field in which he earned his degree, he notes, film offers
near-instant gratification. 

62 The Strongest Link
BETH SAULNIER

Since it became the site of the first kidney transplant in New York State in 1963,
NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital/Weill Cornell Medical Center has been in the vanguard
of the field. Today, the hospital is pioneering a novel way to save lives: transplant
“chains,” in which people who want to donate to a loved one but are not a medical
match can give a kidney to someone else. 
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From David Skorton

An Open Letter to the President-Elect

D ear Mr. President-Elect:

Congratulations on your election to
our nation’s highest office. We all

appreciate the extraordinary challenges you face
regarding the economy, climate change, health care,
and the international situation.

To keep America strong, the times require greater
efficiency and effectiveness throughout government
and in all our institutions. I respectfully suggest that
our national well-being also depends on contributions
that can be made by our great research universities. I
hope you will view these extraordinary institutions
not as another special interest but as your asset, to be
deployed aggressively and effectively in a bold part-
nership that will maintain and enhance America’s
greatness. Four critical issues require your attention:

First, we need to work together to realize the goal
of putting higher education within reach of all Amer-
icans. They must have the knowledge and skills nec-
essary to function effectively in the global economy,
and we need to make sure that the cost of higher edu-
cation does not prevent our citizens from developing
these abilities to the fullest. And as important as science and tech-
nology are to the nation’s interest, so are critical thinking and the
cultural and ethical context that can be gained only from a lib-
eral education in the arts, humanities, and social sciences.

We must work within our universities to improve afford-
ability and accountability. We have a responsibility to keep costs
down through efficient administration, to develop new non-
public sources of revenue, and to devise pricing structures that
make need-based student aid a central component. But the fed-
eral government also must play a significant and increasing role
in making higher education affordable, especially for those fam-
ilies without the financial capacity to assume substantial debt as
a method of securing a college education. 

Given the needs of our communities and the strong interest
that many students have in public service, I hope you will con-
sider offering college tax credits or tuition grants in exchange for
a significant amount of community service. Everyone—students,
families, and the nation—would benefit from such an approach.
I hope you will also make more, and more substantial, need-
based student aid a high priority of your administration.

Second, I hope we can depend on you to support university-
based research as one of the key tools for maintaining America’s
ability to innovate and to ensure our continuing scientific and
technological leadership. Some of this investment should be
directed toward fields that promise substantial payoff in the
short- to medium-term, including biotechnology, information
technology, nanoscience, and the biomedical sciences.

A significant fraction of the federal investment, however,
should support bold basic research, which may not bring imme-
diate economic benefits but offers the prospect of transformative
long-term results. The federal government’s investment in basic
research during the second half of the twentieth century laid the
foundation for America’s economic strength for two generations.

There is a great need, now only partly addressed, to support the
work of younger researchers from whom we are likely to gain
the most innovative ideas. There is an even more critical need to
continue support for those who have proven worthy of the ini-
tial investment as they move into early mid-career. There is a sim-
ilarly critical need to fund high-risk, high-return research.

Third, your administration should encourage the translation
of research results into products and processes that can be devel-
oped and marketed in the private sector. Most major research
universities are already involved in technology transfer, but their
efforts are less effective than they might be, partly because of a
lack of venture capital and partly because of deficiencies in the
mechanisms for the protection of intellectual property. The fed-
eral government can help capture the full economic benefit of
university research by reforming the patent system to encourage
innovation and by preserving and extending tax credits for
research and development.

Finally, I urge you to employ American universities and their
superb faculties as an asset for building capacity in the develop-
ing world. This important use of higher education for the global
good can and will improve our relations with countries around
the world and enhance their opportunities for personal and soci-
etal fulfillment.

Times of great crisis call for great vision. The American peo-
ple have entrusted you with their future, and I urge you to use
your new mandate not only to address the immediate challenges
facing our nation but also to set it on a bold course for the future
that fully develops our creativity, knowledge, and capacity for
innovation.

Sincerely,
David J. Skorton

President, Cornell University
david.skorton@cornell.edu

ROBERT BARKER / UP
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Ring, Ring

In October 2004, the Cassini spacecraft captured a series of 
images of Saturn that form the most detailed view of the planet
ever seen; this one, currently on display at the Johnson Museum,
comprises 126 shots assembled like tiles in a mosaic. The images
were taken over the course of two hours, when Cassini was 3.9
million miles from Saturn. Details include the planet’s shadow
crossing the rings and blue-gray storms in the southern hemi-
sphere. “Spectacular Saturn: Images from the Cassini-Huygens
Mission” runs through January 4.

The Big Picture

NASA/JPL/SPACE SCIENCE INSTITUTE
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ing, or overtly misrepresenting the facts.
Manjoo offers six examples, and all six

are cases in which he alleges that those on
the right got it wrong. Was he not able to
find examples on the left? Or did he prefer
not to even look there? What’s his motive?
What’s his intent?  If he wishes to attack
the right—which is his First Amendment
right to do—he is guilty of framing his
attack in a highly misleading way.

How ironic is it that the truth is a vic-
tim in Manjoo’s article?

Steve Marx ’69
Tampa, Florida

I have an issue with the truthiness of 
“. . . And Nothing But the Truth.” Farhad
Manjoo implies that there is an absolute
truth about what the Swift Boat Veterans
for Truth said regarding John Kerry’s
medals during the Vietnam War. While it
is an objective fact that he was awarded
several medals, the ads presented subjec-
tive opinions questioning whether he
deserved them. These are very different
matters. My view is that Senator Kerry’s

10 Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

Correspondence

True or False?
Readers ruminate on our ‘post-fact society’

Farhad Manjoo ’00 announces “the
Rashomon world, where the very idea of
objective reality is under attack” (“. . .
And Nothing But the Truth,” Septem-
ber/October 2008), but he seems to be
unaware that there is nothing new in the
story and that those of us in the sciences
have been fending off attacks on objective
reality almost forever—certainly since
Galileo. An appalling number of our citi-
zens believe that the universe is only a few
thousand years old, that all species were
created instantaneously, and much else
that has been falsified—yet they continue
to obfuscate. The Swift Boat episode is
only a Johnny-come-lately in this sordid
history.

David West ’55, PhD ’59
Blacksburg, Virginia

Ed. Note: Professor West retired from the
Department of Biological Sciences at Vir-
ginia Tech in 1998.

Manjoo’s article easily serves as the best
example of the bias that I thought he
would be discussing, based on the title. In
addressing the phenomenon, I expected
that he would at least make an effort at
objectivity. His writing best makes his
own point.

Joseph Dos Santos ’74, MCE ’75  
Marietta, Georgia

I was looking forward to reading Man-
joo’s article because I share his concern
that facts and truths, which have been
manipulated throughout history, are at
even greater peril in what he accurately
calls our “trillion-channel universe.” But I
was stunned to find that Manjoo has
turned his fascinating and important the-
sis into a political diatribe by presenting
only examples in which he accuses those
on the political right with ignoring, deny-

symbolic gesture in throwing his medals
back at the Pentagon in 1971 prevents
him from claiming that he still has them.
There is no formal mechanism that I
know about for returning medals once
awarded. 

Bill Hughes ’82
Bellevue, Washington

Thanks for the excerpt from Manjoo’s
book. Articles like this are my favorite
fare in CAM and provide much food for
thought. Being an older guy, I actually
lived in the time when facts still existed in
society, and even in the media of the day.
People have always been able to lie and
form a constituency to proclaim it as
truth, and there was certainly a strong
presence of that activity swirling in the
Sixties. But what was not present was the
level of digital and media saturation that
we have now, the tools of which were just
coming into being in many labs on the
Cornell campus and around the country
back then.

The digital age did not, however,

Website cornellalumnimagazine.com

Digital archive
ecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/3157

Speak up! We encourage letters from readers and publish as many 
as we can.They must be signed and may be edited for length, clarity, 
and civility. 

Send to: Jim Roberts, Editor, Cornell Alumni Magazine, 
401 E. State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850 
fax: (607) 272-8532 e-mail: jhr22@cornell.edu

f
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extinguish facts; it merely buried them in
a vast ocean of information. And given
their intellectual density, facts sink to the
bottom and have no recovery premium in
the media until they age almost beyond
recognition. The spin-drift and contro-
versy at the surface as new data blow in is
much more newsworthy (and lucrative);
facts are a dead letter, media-wise. True
Enough no doubt  stirs up some of the
informational silt, but it seems to be a
book about itself.

Chris Williams ’60
Middletown, Connecticut

What Not to Wear
I just finished reading the article about the
clothing company Arbitrage and am
appalled (“Dress for Excess,” Currents,
September/October 2008). I would expect
to find the article’s tone, language, appar-
ent approval of sexual bondage, and over-
all portrayal of women in a publication
aimed at nihilistic twenty-something men,
not in the alumni magazine of a university
aspiring to be among the best in the
world. Are the ranks of Cornell alumni so
absent from enterprises hip and cool that
you must highlight this cynical, trashy
company?  

It would be mildly understandable if
the company was enormously successful,
but the lack of any information about
financial performance makes me suspect
that its results are unspectacular at best. I
frankly wonder if the principals are
friends of the editor; I can find no other
valid reason for the piece to be in the
magazine. And I am consoled by knowing
that the recent meltdown of the financial
sector has probably decimated whatever
business the company enjoyed, and that
its unseemly existence is likely to be brief.

David DuPont ’80
Boulder, Colorado

Ed. Note: The principals are not friends
of the editor.

Right Turn
I was appalled to read in the New York
Times that Cornell has accepted $50,000
from the Veritas Fund for Higher Educa-
tion to develop a course in “freedom and
free societies.” Such an addition to the
curriculum at the behest of a relatively
small grant compromises the University’s
integrity. The Fund’s purpose is to pro-
mote conservatism on campuses.

Cornell always has had its natural
complement of conservative faculty in the

history, government, and economics
departments—but the University would
now seem to be deferring to those who
seek to stir a new conservative tide on
campus. No matter how critically Cornell
might present this initial course, the
acceptance of funding is almost an admis-
sion of an imbalance in curriculum. The
University seems to be submitting to an
outsider’s corruption of its curriculum.

David Raddock ’63
Boulder, Colorado

Ed. Note: The $50,000 grant is not being
used to establish a course but to create a
program that will bring speakers to cam-
pus and present seminars. For more, see
page 19.

Haiku U.
I was intrigued by the piece about haiku
at Mann Library (“Poet’s Corner,” Cor-
nelliana, September/October 2008).  In
honor of the twenty-year tradition and the
more than 7,000 poems displayed so far,
I would like to humbly offer my own
addition to the growing collection:
Mann’s open haiku / Offering daily
glimpses / Into Ezra’s mind.

Janet Rosenblum Fipphen, JD ’84
Fairfield, Connecticut

“Poet’s Corner” reminded me of the cre-
ativity and offbeat sense of humor that
Cornell inspires. I remember a bathroom
graffiti that went like this: “√3 = 2 for
large values of 3.” So, with that in mind,
here is a haiku that my daughter told me
about (probably from the Internet): Hai-
kus are easy / But sometimes they don’t
make sense / Refrigerator.

Dean Leonard ’76
Walnut Creek, California

What a nice story about the daily haiku at
Mann Library. The article says the daily
poem is available online. At what
address? It would be great if people could
subscribe to receive it by e-mail every day.

Richard Gottfried ’68
New York, New York

Ed. Note: The Mann Library haiku is
available online at haiku.mannlib.
cornell.edu, and you can sign up there for
a daily RSS feed.

Green Plans
I found the article on the Cornell Master
Plan to be fascinating in delineating the
future directions of the University (“Look-

ing Ahead,” July/August 2008). I may
have missed the details but saw little
attention to efforts to utilize “greening”
approaches. As a retiree associated with
Penn State University, I am aware that
most of their new construction and reno-
vation plans build in energy and environ-
mental efficiencies. I’m confident that
Cornell is also doing the same but did not
see mention of that in the article.

Betty Lefkowitz Moore ’62
State College, Pennsylvania

Ed. note: The University administration
has stated that sustainability is an impor-
tant consideration for all construction and
land use. The article briefly mentioned
Cornell’s commitment to “respect and
manage the physical environment of the
campus” and the importance of a central
“greenway”; for more, go to master
plan.cornell.edu.

I was placed at Cornell in the V-12 pro-
gram in 1944, entering as a junior.
Despite wartime conditions, the campus
offered so much in natural beauty and
noble construction that every day was an
opportunity for the uplifting essence of
living and working between two such
wonderful gorges and other views.

Following course completion in 1945,
I went overseas. I have revisited Cornell
at least six times and noticed the changes
in the campus through the years. They
made sense, generally, with the major
growth to the east, and with students
crossing and re-crossing the gorges going
to and from the dorms, allowing them to
see the lovely blend of buildings and
topography.

With these latest planned additions to
the campus, the area covered will extend
well past the present footprint without
connection to the natural beauty of the
deep gorges and sloping terrain. Even
Beebe Lake will be a distant landmark for
the students learning new subjects in the
newly developed buildings. The illustra-
tion on page 45 is prophetic: the clock
tower and other landmarks will become
small reminders of Cornell’s past. The
final blow, to me, is the admission of the
need for people-moving devices to make
it all work. The future students of Cornell
deserve better.

The last two sentences of your article
sum up my fears and concerns. Proper
design must be carefully done to effect
welcome changes for all students and not
just add bigger boxes for “Sterile City” to
await its inhabitants.

N. Bruce Weir ’45
Glenside, Pennsylvania
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Letter from Ithaca

Question: What do you say when an Ithaca Col-
lege grad comes to your door?

Answer: How much for the pizza? 
I’ve heard several versions of that joke dur-

ing my first two years at IC. The first was during fall semester
freshman year, when I wore my navy blue cross-country running
jacket in Collegetown on a Saturday night. You might not notice
the small “ICXC” embroidered in yellow on the front, but the
bold white lettering spelling “ITHACA” on the back is a dead
giveaway that I’m not enrolled on East Hill. I was with friends
at a Japanese restaurant. Across the room,
another group of students was enjoying yet
another round of sake bombs. It was obvious
they had taken us for younger Cornellians
when they asked us to join them for a drink as
we were getting up to leave. Before we could
respond, the Cornell party read the letters arch-
ing shoulder to shoulder across my back. One
of them told the pizza joke. They roared as we
paid the check and left, uttering whatever
comebacks we could think of on our way out.

It’s bound to happen when a small city is
home to both a quaint private college and a
sprawling Ivy League university. Students are
proud of their respective schools, and will read-
ily boast about them. After all, IC routinely
mocks SUNY Cortland for being “that state
school up the road.”

But how am I supposed to defend against a
university that dwarfs my college in every way?
The most basic, of course, is the difference in
enrollment (IC under 7,000; Cornell close to
20,000). Even more striking is the gap in fund-
ing. Cornell is currently campaigning to reach
its “Far Above” goal of $4 billion, while the
Campaign for Ithaca was considered a huge
success for raising a whopping $140 million. Both schools take
pride in their athletic programs, football especially. But Ithaca
fans watch from humble metal stands lining one side of the
field—while those rooting for the Big Red can stretch out in
roomy Schoellkopf Stadium (seating capacity 25,597). East Hill
has produced many big names, including Nobel Prize winners,
government leaders, astronauts, and more—Superman Christo-
pher Reeve ’74, Bill Nye ’77 (“the Science Guy”), the founders
of Coors Brewing and Burger King and the Atkins Diet. Even its
list of dropouts includes Kurt Vonnegut (Class of 1944). 

IC’s most famous alum? Probably Gavin MacLeod, Class of
1952—best known as the captain of “The Love Boat.”

Spending my summer interning at Cornell Alumni Magazine,
I got to write about some of the things that make Cornellians
swell with pride—its tradition of world-class research, the beau-
tiful campus, a loyal alumni network, and more. Few IC students

get such a close look at Cornell, and I’d bet that even fewer Cor-
nell students ever see how much IC has to offer. Yes, Ithaca is a
liberal arts college, but it’s internationally known for some of its
programs, particularly in the performing arts and sports medicine.
Its communications school offers top-flight training in TV, radio,
and print journalism. The Ithacan, our campus newspaper, has
won awards that are the collegiate equivalent to Pulitzers. 

There are many reasons why I was attracted to a small school
like IC. I like its compact size; I can walk from one side of cam-
pus to the other in less than ten minutes, and will usually run

into at least a dozen friends on the way. The relationship between
faculty and students is close; it’s hard for anyone to get lost in
the shuffle. Coming from a high school class of about a hundred,
I found that a more intimate campus made my transition to col-
lege less overwhelming. At IC, you can be a big fish in a little
pond. I’ve been able to continue competing in cross-country run-
ning and track and field—something that has immeasurably
enriched my college experience, and which I likely would not
have been able to do at a school with more intense competition.

I know I may have to put up with a few pizza-delivery taunts,
or cracks from the minority of Cornellians who think that IC
students don’t belong in Collegetown. But I also know that I’m
having a wonderful college experience, one that is right for me
in a way Cornell wouldn’t have been. 

Besides, IC has a better view of the lake.
— Liz DeLong

The View from South Hill
It’s not always easy to be from Ithaca’s ‘other’ college

JON REIS
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From theHill

Campus News

LISA BANLAKI FRANK

Tisch Gift Battles 
Faculty Brain Drain
In an effort to keep distinguished mid-career faculty from being
lured away to other schools, trustee Andrew Tisch ’71 and his wife,
Ann, have given $35 million to endow the Tisch University Profes-
sorships. “Great teachers have changed our lives,” said Tisch, co-
chairman of the board of Loews Corp. The professorships,
announced in September, will also be used to recruit new talent. 

The gift comes at a time when baby-boomer professors are
retiring rapidly; one-quarter of Arts and Sciences faculty have been
hired in the last five years and the turnover is likely to accelerate.
“These funds will be used energetically and strategically in areas of
key importance to the University,” said President David Skorton,
adding that the professorships will create “an ethos of excellence.”

The first to be awarded a Tisch professorship is Geoffrey
Coates, professor of chemistry and chemical biology. “It’s a real
honor,” he says. “It provides the sort of long-term, no-strings
funding that will allow me to tackle big problems that I can’t ordi-
narily do with short-term, more restricted funding. So it’s a unique
opportunity to be able to do the sort of science that I’ve always
dreamed of.”

Fuchs Named 15th Provost
W. Kent Fuchs, a professor of electrical and computer engineering
who has served as dean of the Engineering college since he came
to Cornell in 2002, has been named the University’s new provost.
The appointment continues Cornell’s long-standing tradition of hir-
ing its chief academic officer from within. “He is a strong and
respected administrator who has led the Engineering college with
foresight, vitality, and innovation—attributes he will bring to his
new appointment,” said President David Skorton. 

Fuchs came to Ithaca from Purdue University, where he headed
the School of Electrical and Computer Engineering. He holds an
undergraduate degree from Duke, a PhD in electrical engineering
from the University of Illinois, and a Master of Divinity from Trin-
ity Evangelical Divinity School. “We are blessed with wonderful
leadership across the University,” Fuchs says, “and I will devote all
my energy and time to helping those leaders enhance Cornell’s
stature, scholarship, and teaching.” 

Fuchs succeeds Biddy Martin, Cornell’s longest-serving provost,
who was in the post for eight years before leaving last summer to
become chancellor of the University of Wisconsin, Madison. He
takes office January 1.

A Rose for West Campus: The September dedication of Flora Rose
House marked the completion of the $225 million West Campus Resi-
dential Initiative. The project comprised the building of five residential
halls and Noyes Community Recreation Center. The final house was
named for nutrition professor Flora Rose (1874–1959), who helped
found the College of Home Economics (now Human Ecology). 
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Give My Regards To...
These Cornellians in the News

President Emeritus Frank Rhodes, named to the board of
trustees of King Abdullah University of Science and Tech-
nology in Saudi Arabia.

MIT structural engineer John Ochsendorf ’96 and theatrical
lighting designer Jennifer Tipton ’58, winners of $500,000
MacArthur “genius” grants. 

Law professors John Blume and Sheri Lynn Johnson, 
honored with the New York City Bar Association’s Thurgood
Marshall Award for Capital Representation for their pro bono
work with death row inmates.  

Scott Blanchard, physiology professor at the Medical 
college, winner of an $800,000 National Science 
Foundation Career Award for his work in cell biology. 

Government professor Peter Katzenstein, elected president
of the American Political Science Association. 

Neurobiology professor Timothy DeVoogd, named a 
Jefferson Science Fellow by the U.S. State Department. 
He will spend a year in Latin America promoting science
and technology education and entrepreneurship.

Entomology professor David Soderlund, given the Inter-
national Award for Research in Agrochemicals by the 
American Chemical Society.  

Human resources professor Brad Bell, recipient of the Acad-
emy of Management’s first Early Career Achievement Award.  

Alumnus Dies in Gorge
On October 9, authorities identified Jakub Janecka ’98 of Lake
Ariel, Pennsylvania, as the man whose body had been recovered
the day before from Cascadilla Creek Gorge below the College
Avenue Bridge. A 911 caller had reported that a man had jumped
from the bridge. Janecka’s death was described as “an apparent
suicide” by Tommy Bruce, vice president for university communica-
tions. “We’re always saddened by a tragic loss of life, regardless of
the circumstances,” said CUPD deputy chief Kathy Zoner. “Our
hearts go out to the friends and family of this individual.”

Ranking Goes Down . . . and Up
While the University fell two spots to fourteenth in U.S. News &
World Report’s annual college ranking, there was good news from
across the pond: the British publication Times Higher Education
placed Cornell at number fifteen in its QS World University Rank-
ings, up from number twenty the previous year.

U.S. News also reported that high school guidance counselors
gave Cornell high marks, rating it the fifth-best university overall
for educating its students. It retained the top spot in applied and
engineering physics for the fourth year in a row, with biological
and agricultural engineering ranked second, and the engineering
program as a whole ranked eighth. Other areas in which Cornell
was recognized included its undergraduate business program
(eleventh) and the economic diversity of its students (fourth).

University Gets Worker Nods
Cornell has earned the top spot in AARP’s list of best employers
for workers over fifty; it was one of only five universities to make
the list. In putting the University in first place, AARP recognized
Cornell’s variety of health-related programs and flexible work
schedules. And for the third consecutive year, the University made
Working Mother magazine’s list of the 100 best employers for work-
ing mothers, citing Cornell’s efforts to create an inclusive environ-
ment via childcare, flextime, and leave provisions.

Night and Day (Hall):
President David 
Skorton jammed with
jazz bassist Charlie
Haden during the
American Artistic 
Renaissance Sym-
posium in September.
The three-day event
brought a roster of 
notable musicians,
dancers, writers, and
visual artists to 
campus to explore 
the lasting creative 
influence of the 
downtown Manhattan
loft scene of the 
Seventies.
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R&D
More information on campus research is available at www.news.cornell.edu

Guests are at risk for data theft in many U.S. hotels, says a
study from the Hotel school. In surveying 146 Internet net-
works, researchers found that most were vulnerable to hackers.

In a first, Cornell bioacoustics researchers have recorded calls
from the endangered fin, humpback, and North Atlantic right
whales in waters surrounding New York City. Using acoustic
monitoring, scientists can now track a whale’s path. Besides
potentially shaping New York State policy, the data show how
whales travel in busy waters. 

Plants from the Amazon rainforest can be used in sustainable
high performance materials such as construction beams, say
Cornell fiber science professors Anil Netravali and Juan Hine-
stroza. At a conference in Brazil, Hinestroza spoke about ways
to increase the functionality of natural fibers, while Netravali
discussed his research on biodegradable composites made
from plants. 

Judson Reid ’97, MPS ’04, of the Cornell Vegetable Program
and Mennonite farmer Howard Hoover are improving high tun-
nel technology, a technique Hoover invented. High tunnels
are similar to greenhouses but cost less, are more easily ven-
tilated, and don’t require as many pesticides. The concept has
proven sustainable and profitable for Old Order communities. 

Pipes, thimbles, and pottery were some of the artifacts found
this summer by archaeology students at Cornell’s Shoals

Marine Lab. Researchers also discovered fish bones, dating
from the sixteenth to nineteenth centuries, which will help
them understand how the American fishing industry has
affected local species. 

Cornell scientists have created the world’s thinnest balloon,
just one atom thick. The research, led by physics professor
Paul McEuen and former graduate student J. Scott Bunch, PhD
’08, could lead to many practical uses, such as more efficient
filters and sensors. 

Engineering professor Abraham Stroock ’95 and grad student
Tobias Wheeler, PhD ’08, have created the world’s first syn-
thetic tree. It simulates transpiration, the process by which
trees pull water into their branches, and could lead to better
ways to draw water out of the ground.

The common blood pressure drugs losartan and atenolol are
less effective in women than men in reducing left-ventricular
hypertrophy. The research by Weill Cornell cardiologist Peter
Okin, MD ’80, could help explain why elderly women are at
greater risk for heart disease.

An international research team that includes computational
biology professor Carlos Bustamante has used DNA to identify
the birthplace of a group of Europeans within a few hundred
kilometers. The findings could be used for forensics, identify-
ing disease-causing genes, and studying human history.

Qatar Dean to Retire
Daniel Alonso, MD, dean of Weill Cornell
Medical College in Qatar (WCMC-Q) since
its founding in 2001, will retire in Janu-
ary. Alonso will become dean emeritus
and continue to advise the Qatar branch,
which graduated its first MDs in May.
“WCMC-Q is in very good shape and is
inspiring the next generation of doctors,”
he says. “We have met the important
milestone of graduating the inaugural
class, and the other two legs of our triple
mission—research and patient care—are
steadily progressing.” Alonso has been at Weill Cornell since 1969;
his previous post was senior associate dean for academic affairs.
WCMC-Q psychiatry professor and deputy dean Javaid Sheikh, MD,
will serve in an interim capacity during an international search for
Alonso’s successor.

Visiting Scholars
The University has appointed Peter Eisenman ’54, BArch ’55, to a
two-year term as a Frank H. T. Rhodes Class of ’56 Professor. Eisen-
man, a renowned architect whose recent work includes the Univer-

sity of Phoenix stadium in Arizona, will visit the campus for one
week each year. Cornell has also named three new A. D. White 
Professors-at-Large to six-year terms. They are: Hélène Cixous, a
prolific French author whose best-known work is The Laugh of the
Medusa; Hans Föllmer, a German scholar who specializes in abstract
mathematics and economic theory; and Denise Riley, a feminist 
literary scholar and poet from the U.K. White Professors visit the
campus three or four times a year to engage in a variety of 
academic endeavors including public lectures, seminars, and 
informal discussions.

Queer Eye for the 
Elizabethan Guy
Two scholarly worlds that don’t often meet—Shakespeare studies
and queer theory—came together in ShakesQueer, a symposium
held on campus in September to explore novel takes on sexuality
in the Bard’s works. The event, attended by two dozen scholars,
centered around a forthcoming collection of essays edited by 
Madhavi Menon, associate professor of English at American 
University. According to English department chairman Ellis Hanson,
the symposium offered a chance to look at the Bard’s canon from 
a different angle, much needed since Shakespeare courses tend to
explore the same themes semester after semester. Says Hanson:
“Shakespeare is coming out in new and fabulous ways.”
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Art of incarceration: A pen-and-ink drawing by
Jeff Harnden, who is serving time on a rape con-
viction in California, is on display at the Big Red
Barn’s Behind Bars Prisoner Art Show. The show,
running through November 27, is sponsored by
the Durland Alternatives Library as part of its
Prisoner Express rehabilitation program.

Lecturer Hurt in Freak Accident
Joanna Luks, a senior lecturer in French, was badly injured on
October 12 after she was struck by a forty-five-pound weight
being used by wrestlers doing exercises on Libe Slope. The rubber-
covered, wheel-shaped weight was being carried during uphill
sprints; after it was accidentally dropped, it rolled across the
street and struck Luks, who was on Baker Staircase. She fell down
the stairs and sustained multiple injuries—including a fractured
skull, a broken jaw, and a collapsed lung—and had to be airlifted
to Arnot Ogden Medical Center in Elmira. After the incident, ath-
letic director Andy Noel told the Daily Sun, “We’ll never do this
exercise again. . . . This is one of those accidents that is so upset-
ting you make whatever adjustments you need to make.” Luks is
expected to recover from her injuries.

Truth and Consequences
Cornell has received a $50,000 grant from the Veritas Fund for
Higher Education to establish a program to foster “intellectual
diversity.” The fund was created in 2007 by the conservative Man-
hattan Institute for Policy Research to offset what it perceives as
liberal bias on many American campuses; it has distributed some
$2.5 million to support centers at ten schools, including Brown,
Dartmouth, and New York University. At Cornell, history professor
Barry Strauss ’74 will head the new Program on Freedom and Free
Societies; he told the Daily Sun that he hopes to create “an aca-
demic program, non-partisan, open to all points of view, and with
serious intellectual interest in studying freedom, its spread, and its
defense.” This will include guest speakers, seminars, and debates. 

Some observers have voiced concerns about a program funded
by an organization with a political agenda, but James Piereson, a
senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute, told the New York Times
that the Veritas Fund initiatives are political only in that they
“work against the thrust of programs and courses in gender, race,
and class studies, and postmodernism in general.”

Legendary Coach Ned Harkness 
Dies at 89
In the history of Cornell hockey and lacrosse,
there are two eras: Before Ned and After Ned.
Nevin D. (Ned) Harkness, who died on September
19, transformed the University’s performance in
both sports, building his teams into national
powerhouses. He was greatly admired by his
players and greatly feared by his opponents.

Harkness came to the Hill from RPI and took
over a hockey program that had never risen
above mediocrity. The team won twelve games
in his first year as head coach, nineteen in his
second, and twenty-two in his third. Then, in
the 1966–67 season—with a lanky goalie named
Ken Dryden ’69—the Big Red posted a 27-1-1 record and won the NCAA champi-
onship. Three years later, they captured another national title, going 29-0-0—
the only undefeated, untied season by a college hockey team in the modern era.
Not content with that, Harkness also coached Cornell lacrosse for three years,
compiling a 35-1 record. 

After his death, tributes poured in from his colleagues and former players.
Dick Bertrand ’70, tri-captain of the undefeated 1969–70 hockey team and Hark-
ness’s successor as head coach, said: “To this day, I’ve not met anyone like him
as a man, a father figure, a model, and a coach.”

Tata Gives $50 Million
for India Programs
A nonprofit led by prominent Indian industrialist
Ratan Tata ’59, BArch ’62, has given $50 million to
endow two programs on the Hill, President David
Skorton announced in his State of the University
address in mid-October. The funds, from the Tata
Education and Development Trust, will be split
evenly between the Tata Scholarship Fund for Stu-
dents from India and the Tata-Cornell Initiative in
Agriculture and Nutrition. Tata, a Cornell trustee, is
chairman of Tata Sons, the holding company of the
Tata Group, one of India’s oldest and largest busi-
ness conglomerates.

The scholarships, Skorton says, will help Cornell
“welcome many more of the best and brightest
Indian students in a manner that would make Ezra
Cornell proud; that is, regardless of their financial
circumstances.” The agricultural initiative aims to
improve productivity, sustainability, and profitability
in the Indian food system while reducing poverty
and malnutrition, says Alice Pell, vice provost for
international relations. “Although the Tata fund will
be used to address problems in rural India,” Pell
says, “the gift will also help us learn how universi-
ties can better contribute to development and
poverty reduction in other parts of the world.” 
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Sports

Financial aid policies threaten Ivy League competitive balance

used to benefit students more directly.
Determining financial aid policy is a

complex issue, and administrators must
weigh many factors, including the size of
the student body, the endowment, and a
host of competing priorities, from faculty
retention to scientific research to paving
parking lots. “Harvard, Yale, and Prince-
ton are doing what they think is right,”
says Susan Murphy ’73, PhD ’94, vice
president for student and academic serv-
ices, “and they have the resources to do
it.” But the application of more of these
resources to financial aid for student-
athletes, she acknowledges, has created a
problem for Cornell, which simply does
not have the funds to match every offer.

This has put Cornell at a distinct com-
petitive disadvantage, says Noel.  He fears
that the recent championships in basket-
ball, lacrosse, track, and other sports may
one day be seen as the end of an era,
because the best student-athletes will soon
be concentrated at Harvard, Yale, and
Princeton. “If our students are lining up
against these schools and have little chance
to be successful, that’s not fair to our stu-
dents,” he says. “Some people think I’m
overstating this problem, but I’m not.
Within three years, there will be such an
impact on our competitive success that
folks will ask me why I didn’t do some-
thing to prevent it.”

Jeff Orleans, executive director of the
Ivy League, says that “shared competitive
success is a basic principle of the league,
and we are always concerned when there
are significant changes in admissions and
financial aid that could have an effect on
competitive balance.” He confirms that
there have been informal talks among the
Ivy presidents about these issues and says
that a “more structured discussion” is
planned for later this year.

What can Cornell do? That’s being
investigated, says Murphy. One short-term
solution would be to allocate funds so
Cornell could match scholarship offers
from other Ivy schools. While this could
not be done across the board, it might be
possible in a limited number of cases. Cor-
nell also has to expand its recruiting, adds
Murphy, reaching out to student-athletes

For many students, recent
changes in the financial aid
policies of the Ivy League
schools have been good

news. For Cornell Athletics, they aren’t.
“If a family has income of $200,000

or less, the maximum they will pay at
Harvard is 10 percent of that number,”
explains Cornell athletic director Andy
Noel. “But unless there are unusual cir-
cumstances, a student with family income
of $200,000 is probably not going to get
any financial aid at all from Cornell. So
to say that the playing field is not level is
an understatement.”

The improvements in financial aid at
Ivy schools have been big news since last
year, when Harvard announced that it
was eliminating loans and greatly reduc-
ing the contribution expected from middle-
class families. Princeton already had a no-
loan policy, and Yale soon followed suit;
before long, Cornell announced that it
would eliminate loans for undergraduates
with family income up to $75,000 and
cap need-based loans at $3,000 per year
for students with family income between
$75,000 and $120,000. While this is sig-
nificantly better than the University’s pre-
vious financial aid policy, it falls far short
of what’s being offered by Harvard, Yale,
and Princeton.

These new policies apply to all stu-
dents with financial need, not just ath-
letes, but aid policies have a dramatic and
visible effect in sports, where changes in

MARTIN MAYO

the student body can be seen on the
field—and the scoreboard.

For a student-athlete being recruited
by both Cornell and Harvard, the differ-
ence in aid can be stark. “We’ve seen dif-
ferentials that range from $20,000 to
$100,000 over four years,” says Noel.
“That’s a huge challenge for us, and it’s
already hit some sports—hockey, for
instance—hard.” Men’s hockey head
coach Mike Schafer ’86 confirms this. “In
the past couple of years, we’ve missed out
on seven or eight kids,” he says. “Cornell
was their first choice, but the financial aid
just wasn’t competitive.”

For many years, Ivy League adminis-
trators met annually to compare the aid
offers to students who had been admitted
at two or more schools. These “Ivy Com-
pare” conferences allowed schools to
adjust their offers so students would not
choose where to matriculate based strictly
on finances. But the Department of Justice
objected to this practice, saying it violated
antitrust laws, so in 1993 the Ivy League
voluntarily discontinued the meetings.
While the eight schools have continued to
agree that all aid should be need-based—
and thus there are no athletic scholarships
or other merit-based aid—each institution
has otherwise been free to set its aid poli-
cies. An additional factor came into play
early this year when Congress began to
scrutinize universities with large endow-
ments and suggest that the government
might intervene unless these funds were

Uneven Field
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Sports Shorts

in different areas and different popula-
tions. This strategy has proven effective
for the basketball program, which
recruited excellent players from the Mid-
west and beyond—and won both the
men’s and women’s Ivy League champi-

On a rainy Saturday afternoon, a Homecoming crowd of 11,000-
plus cheered on the Big Red to one of their biggest football wins
since Jim Knowles ’87 became head coach in 2004. The Cornell
team—which scored first and never relinquished the lead—
claimed a 17-14 victory over Yale, preseason co-favorites (with
Harvard) to win the Ivy title. The Eli could not get their vaunted
running attack going on Schoellkopf’s new FieldTurf surface, finish-
ing the game with zero yards on the ground. Their passing game
didn’t fare much better, with only 209 yards gained and one inter-
ception, which led to a Cornell score. The Big Red defense used a
variety of formations and blitzes to confound the New Havenites,
and defensive lineman Graham Rihn ’09 blocked a kick for the
second week in a row. After the game, Yale head coach Jack
Siedlecki said, “They kept us off balance all day.”

DARL ZXXXXXX

Big Game
September 27, 2008

onships last year. Whether it will work in
other sports, many of which have very
small pools of recruits who qualify for Ivy
admission, remains to be seen.

Perhaps, says Schafer, Cornell will
have to limit its recruiting to only the 

student-athletes whose families can pay
full price for their education. “But,” he
says, “that would seem to go against the
founding principle of the University—that
‘any person’ can study at Cornell.”

— Jim Roberts ’71

JUMP START The men’s basketball team will begin their quest for
another Ivy League title by playing in the NIT Season Tip-Off
Tournament for the first time. The ninth-seeded Big Red will face
eighth-seeded St. John’s University in the first round of the East
Regional at Boston College on November 17. The regional final
will be held the next night, with the winner advancing to the
semifinals at Madison Square Garden on November 26. ESPN will
provide coverage.

HIGH HOPES Big Red
wrestling fans expect big
things this season, and W.I.N.
Magazine agrees. The publica-
tion placed Cornell third in its
preseason tournament power
ratings and fourth in the pre-
season dual meet ratings.
Seven Big Red wrestlers were
named to the top 10 in their
respective weights, including Jordan Leen ’09 (the nation’s top-
ranked wrestler at 157 pounds), Mack Lewnes ’11 (ranked second
at 165), and Steve Anceravage ’09 (ranked fourth at 174).

GALAXY QUEST In August, Bruce Arena ’73 was named general
manager and head coach of the Los Angeles Galaxy of Major
League Soccer. The Galaxy are considered the league’s flagship
franchise and feature English superstar David Beckham. Arena, the

former head coach of the U.S. National Team, will be joined on
the Galaxy’s staff by Dave Sarachan ’76, who will serve as an
assistant coach. Sarachan guided the Big Red men’s team from
1989 to 1998 and was Arena’s assistant with the national team.

NEW COACHES This fall, Cornell Athletics welcomed a bevy of new
coaches. Bill Walkenbach ’98 takes over as head baseball coach
after seven years as a Big Red player and assistant coach and
three seasons as head coach at Franklin & Marshall College. The
crew program has two new coaches: Chris Kerber, who was named
the lightweight head coach (replacing Todd Kennett ’91, who was
promoted to director of the rowing program), and Matt Smith, the
new heavyweight freshman coach. David Geatz is now the head
coach of men’s tennis; he led the University of Minnesota men’s
team to five league titles. And over at Lynah Rink, Casey Jones
’90 has returned to campus as associate head coach of the men’s
hockey team. Jones, captain of the 1989–90 Big Red squad, spent
the last 13 seasons as an assistant coach at Ohio State.

HORSE SENSE Former women’s polo player Janet Durso ’83, DVM
’89, and her husband, Ray Schnittker, are among the owners of
Deweycheatumnhowe, a three-year-old standardbred racehorse
that became the first undefeated winner of the Hambletonian,
harness racing’s most prestigious event. Named after a comedy
routine about a crooked law firm, the colt covered the mile at the
Meadowlands in 1:52.0. In addition to being owners, Durso is the
horse’s veterinarian while Schnittker is its trainer and driver. 

Jordan Leen
LINDSEY MECHALIK

DARL ZEHR
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Dark Banquet by Bill Schutt, PhD ’95 
(Harmony). There are real vampires. In fact,
thousands of species feed on blood. Vampire
bats, leeches, bed bugs, ticks, fleas, chig-
gers, and mites are the best-known sangui-
vores. But there are also strange blood-
feeders like vampire moths, vampire finches
from the Galápagos Islands, and the can-
diru, a tiny catfish found in the Amazon.
Some creatures are nuisances, while others
can transmit bubonic plague, rabies, Lyme disease, or Rocky Moun-
tain spotted fever. Schutt, an associate professor of biology at 
C. W. Post College, uncloaks his subject with macabre wit.

Sex, Love, and Fashion by Bruce Hulse ’74,
BA ’76 (Harmony). Bruce Hulse chronicles
his experience as a top male model in the
Eighties and Nineties, when he appeared in
hundreds of ads, posed for the covers of GQ
and Mademoiselle, and worked with Elle
Macpherson, Paulina Porizkova, and Andie
MacDowell. Even though he moved in a
glamorous world, his life was often lonely,
and he struggled to find a spiritual center.
Proving the adage that the road of excess leads to the palace of
wisdom, Hulse now enjoys life as a husband, father, photographer,
and writer.

24 Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

Authors

Sole Searching

You can feel the pain and exhilara-
tion of every mile in sportswriter
Liz Robbins’s account of the 2007
New York City Marathon. People

run for many reasons. Top professionals Martin
Lel, Abderrahim Goumri, Hendrick Ramaala,
Paula Radcliffe, Gete Wami, and Jelena
Prokopcuka compete to break the tape, while
amateurs like Harrie Bakst, a young cancer sur-
vivor, and Pam Rickard, a recovering alcoholic,
come to outrun their diagnoses or their demons.
“Distance running is a pastime uniquely suited
to introspection,” Robbins writes. “To run is to
question why. To run the New York City
Marathon is to discover the answer.”

The Unthinkable by Amanda Ripley ’96
(Crown). While disasters often bring to mind
panic, destruction, and the efforts of profes-
sional rescuers, ordinary people tend to per-
form well and save one another. “Reality is
a lot more interesting—and hopeful,” writes
Ripley, a senior writer for Time. She ana-
lyzes human behavior in such disasters as
the 9/11 attack on the World Trade Center,
Hurricane Katrina, the 2004 tsunami, and
the Virginia Tech shootings. “If we get to know our disaster per-
sonalities before the disaster, we might have a slightly better
chance of surviving.”

America’s Midlife Crisis by Gary R. Weaver
and Adam Mendelson ’04 (Intercultural
Press). “The security that Americans felt
after the end of the Cold War disappeared
within hours with the collapse of the two
towers at the World Trade Center,” write
Weaver, executive director of the Intercul-
tural Management Institute, and Mendelson,
managing editor of the Middle East Journal.
The authors examine American culture and
politics since 9/11 and argue that the real test of U.S. exception-
alism will be whether individual liberties and democratic principles
can withstand the fear of terrorism.

A Race Like No Other by Liz Robbins ’92 (Harper)
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Poetry
Burn and Dodge by Sharon Dolin ’77, PhD
’90 (Pittsburgh). An award-winning fourth
collection by a poet in residence at Eugene
Lang College at the New School for Liberal
Arts.

Children’s
Whistling Wings by Laura Goering, PhD ’89,
illustrated by Laura Jacques (Sylvan Dell).
A professor of Russian at Carleton College
recounts the adventures of a young tundra
swan during his first migration.

Nonfiction
Red Land, Red Power by Sean Kicummah
Teuton, PhD ’02 (Duke). An associate pro-
fessor of English and American Indian
studies at the University of Wisconsin,
Madison, shows how the Red Power Ameri-
can Indian movement grew “not out of
romantic claims to a pure Indian past and
culture, as often characterized in the main-
stream, but rather through an ongoing
encounter with the world as members
sought to produce more enabling accounts
of American Indian lives.”

When War Becomes Personal edited by
Donald Anderson, MFA ’89 (Iowa). A pro-
fessor of English, writer in residence, and
editor of War, Literature, and the Arts at
the Air Force Academy brings together sol-
diers’ essays and memoirs from the Civil
War to the war in Iraq.

African Cherokees in Indian Territory by
Celia E. Naylor ’88 (University of North 
Carolina). When the Cherokees, Creek,
Choctaw, and Chickasaw were forcibly
removed from their lands in the late
1830s, they brought their slaves with them
on the Trail of Tears. Enslaved African
Cherokees in Indian Territory experienced a
different world of bondage than those
enslaved by European Americans. Naylor,
an assistant professor of history at Dart-
mouth, examines “the nuances of identity,
the contradictions of belonging, and the
complexities of bondage for people of
African descent in Indian country.”

The Curious Case of the Misplaced Modifier
by Bonnie Trenga ’91 (Writer’s Digest). A
professional copy editor and proofreader
pinpoints seven common writing problems
and shows how to fix them. The guide gives
practical techniques for creating sentences
that are not just grammatically correct, but
also strong, concise, and specific.

Recently Published

© ARMONDO DELLASANTA

The Cornell Club-New York is a haven of
hospitality in the heart of Manhattan. As
a Member of The Cornell Club, you may:

• Book an overnight stay in one of the
48 Guest Rooms

• Dine with friends and colleagues in
one of the 2 Dining Rooms

• Hold or sponsor a business or social
event in one of the club’s 5 elegant
Banquet Spaces

• Check email and voicemail messages
or just catch up on some work in the
Business Center

• Retreat to the Andrew Dickson White
Library or Cayuga Lounge to escape
from the loud streets of Manhattan in
the middle of the afternoon

• Attend the theater, US Open, and other
events with Club-Procured Tickets

• Reunite with classmates or meet 
colleagues at various Club Programs
and Events

• Work out in The Club’s Health &
Fitness Center (with a daily pass or
quarterly membership)

• Visit one of the 90 Reciprocal Clubs
around the world while traveling with
friends and family

Become a Member of 
The Cornell Club-New York Today!

For more information on the different
types of membership for alumni, family
members of Cornellians, and faculty and

staff, please contact 
Samantha Ng ’04 at 212.692.1380 or

s.ng@cornellclubnyc.com or visit
www.cornellclubnyc.com.

When contacting The Club, please mention this
ad to receive a special gift with your membership.

The Cornell Club-New York
6 East 44th Street

New York, NY 10017
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Ithaca’s Cooperative Craft Store

 The McGraw
Tower Clock

HANDWORK

12 inches tall

Solid walnut and

cherry, with or without

“pumpkin” (commemo-

rating the 1997 prank)

Handcrafted by

Bruce W. Calnek

Cornell ’55

Pottery, Jewelry, Wood,

Glass, Fiber

and Home Furnishings

Visit Handwork on your next

 campus trip. Located just off the

Commons in downtown Ithaca

$95

Quantities

limited

102 W. State - (607) 273-9400

      www.handwork.coop

FINGER LAKES MARKETPLACE
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Face the Music
Cornell warns students about online piracy
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Caroline Luppescu ’10 received a “scary” e-mail
the spring of her freshman year. It was from the
Recording Industry Association of America
(RIAA), saying that it knew she had illegally

downloaded 352 copyrighted songs, and that if she refused a flat
settlement of $3,000, it would sue her for $750 per song—or
$264,000. “I checked my iTunes for the number of illegally
downloaded music files, and it was exactly 352,” Luppescu says.
“So I knew they meant business.” She and her parents decided
to settle. 

Luppescu’s experience is a footnote in the ongoing battle
between universities and the movie, music, and software indus-
tries to control the information coursing through higher 
education networks. In their latest move, Cornell officials are
requiring new students to watch a three-minute video that aims
to help them avoid Luppescu’s fate. The video, describing the
risks of using peer-to-peer file-sharing programs on Cornell’s net-
work, was e-mailed this fall to new students and played during

registration at Barton Hall.
Next year, incoming Cornellians
will see the video when they
activate their Internet ID, says
Tracy Mitrano, JD ’95, Cor-
nell’s director of information
technology policy. “We needed
to tell them that higher educa-
tion networks are targeted.” 

Students face a number of
liabilities if they register a com-
puter with peer-to-peer file-
share programs (popular ones
are LimeWire, eDonkey, and
Bit Torrent), which can auto-
matically transmit copyright-

protected media to the Internet via the Cornell network. Con-
tent-industry groups like RIAA and the Motion Picture
Association of America scan these peer-to-peer systems for
potential copyright infringement and send notices to the campus
network to “take down” the material when violations are found. 

Last year, Cornell network users received about 500 legal
notices from content providers; in the past three semesters, more
than forty people were threatened with lawsuits. In another
recent initiative, the University now requires those who receive
a notice to take an online tutorial about laws, technologies, and
liabilities of digital copyright. And in June, Cornell posted an
online article, “Responsible Use of the Internet,” as part of the
information technology office’s Family Guide to Computing at
Cornell.

Despite these steps, Mitrano feels that the content industries
are targeting universities for a problem that is more complex—
and not isolated to universities. In August, Congress passed the
Higher Education Opportunity Act, which requires schools that
offer Internet services—and most do—to create a plan “to imple-
ment a technological solution” to peer-to-peer piracy. Among the
approaches universities can take are technological devices that
monitor traffic for content, Mitrano says. “Higher education in
general, and research universities like Cornell in particular, are
hesitant to take this kind of approach because of its potentially
deleterious effect on network performance, as well as the possi-
ble chilling effect that monitoring could have on its mission.” 

Representatives of the media industries say that such legisla-
tion simply helps prevent theft, and that universities must act as
partners in that effort. The analogy that RIAA president Cary
Sherman ’68 often uses is plagiarism. “There isn’t a student who
isn’t aware that if they get caught plagiarizing just a paragraph
or two in a term paper there are going to be severe conse-
quences,” Sherman says. “Yet a university will often stand by,
knowing full well that thousands of copyrighted songs are being
illegally downloaded, and say nothing. In fact, the reason that
they’re making a big issue about plagiarism is because they’re
trying to teach moral values, academic integrity. Universities 
especially should be teaching integrity about other forms of intel-
lectual property as well, because there’s probably no more impor-
tant source of intellectual capital in the country than our 
universities.”

Mitrano agrees that universities are in a unique position to fur-
ther the discussion about copyright infringement as producers and
consumers of intellectual property. However, the discussion goes
deeper than a simple issue of right and wrong, she says. “Higher
education should take a leadership position educating the public
about the economic, political, and cultural significance of digital
copyright so that society can debate it further,” Mitrano says. 

When Luppescu was threatened with a hefty fine, she felt that
the RIAA had unfairly singled her out. She admits that she ille-
gally downloaded music—mostly classic rock—using LimeWire,
she says, “like thousands of Cornell students do.” But she inad-
vertently set up her program so that any other LimeWire user
could upload files from her computer. It was the heavy traffic on
her Cornell address that caught the RIAA’s eye. “Basically I didn’t
beat the system enough,” she says. “My friends had been savvy
enough to set it so they had less of a chance of being caught. But
I wasn’t aware of how to do that, so I paid the price.” 

While the copyright debate continues, Luppescu has been
buying songs through iTunes and stopped illegal downloading.
“Are you kidding?” she says. “I’m never going to do that again.”

— Susan Kelley

Tracy Mitrano, JD ’95

ROBERT BARKER / UP
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It’s a memorable scene in the opening
sequence of one of the most popular ani-
mated movies in history: the lovable ogre
Shrek wallows in a mud bath, flatulent

and happy. But the scene is more than just a
gross-out gag. It shows the audience that Shrek
is content with his swampy lifestyle—and that
the movie is both irreverent and endearing.
Computer animator Mahesh Ramasubraman-
ian, MS ’00, is intimately familiar with Shrek’s
whimsical wallow. The scene lasted ten sec-
onds, but he labored over it for two months.
“Every day, I’d come to work, and I’d have to
see a naked Shrek,” says Ramasubramanian.
“It’s not what I wanted to see every morning.”

Ramasubramanian is sitting in his office
at the DreamWorks Animation studios, an
oasis amid an industrial area in Glendale, Cal-
ifornia. Five buildings surround a central
plaza, and the pathways are adorned with
waterfalls, koi ponds, and outdoor Foosball
and Ping-Pong tables. “The idea,” says Rama-
subramanian, the studio’s reigning table ten-
nis champion, “is to make it a creative place.” 

Indeed, his own desk sits under a hand-
made tiki hut. One wall is festooned with
studies in light refraction and mementos of previous DreamWorks
releases: a Bee Movie calendar, a poster for Over the Hedge.
Another wall displays scenes from what promises to be the stu-
dio’s next hit, Monsters vs. Aliens, scheduled for a March 2009
release. Having risen through the ranks, Ramasubramanian is the
film’s digital supervisor, responsible (along with the production
designer and visual effects supervisor) for all of the movie’s visu-
als. The role means he must concern himself with both the film’s
creative and technical goals. “The director and producers will
explain the story they want to tell and the emotions they want peo-
ple to feel, and we have to put together the visuals to work with
that,” says Ramasubramanian, who keeps binders categorized into
elements like “shaders” and “ray tracing.” “It’s basically about
communicating. Visuals can’t substitute for the story, but they can
accentuate it.” 

Growing up in India, Ramasubramanian loved movies; he
was particularly enamored with Disney’s Jungle Book. He earned
his undergraduate degree in computer science at Birla Institute
of Technology and Science in Pilani, India, winning an award for
designing a 3-D modeling and rendering tool. When two cutting-
edge animated films—Antz and A Bug’s Life—played during his
second year as a computer graphics grad student on the Hill, he
found his calling. After earning his master’s degree, he moved to
the San Francisco Bay Area and joined Pacific Data Images, the
company hired to create the Shrek visuals. The firm was soon

acquired by DreamWorks, and after a few years Ramasubra-
manian moved south to the Glendale campus; he now lives in
nearby Burbank with his wife and two young children. 

As an effects artist for Shrek (he also contributed to Shrek 2
and the Shrek 4-D attraction at Universal Studios), Ramasubra-
manian helped develop and design a system for crowd simulation.
As the visual effects lead for Madagascar, he developed a wave
animation system and led the team that created the ocean and surf
featured in much of the film. As the head of effects for Over the
Hedge, he wrestled with what he calls “the two F-words most
dreaded by those in effects and lighting: fur and foliage.” 

Monsters vs. Aliens, about Earth creatures who team up to
protect the planet from invaders, is DreamWorks’ most ambi-
tious animated film yet. Filled with action sequences, it will be
the studio’s first release in stereoscopic 3-D—designed as three-
dimensional from the outset, rather than being made in the 
conventional way and then adapted for 3-D showings. When
Ramasubramanian watches the rough animation on one of his
two desktop computers, he has to don 3-D goggles. They cost
$800; when it plays in theaters, though, audiences will be issued
the disposable kind. “Because this is our first 3-D movie, it’s a
lot of exploration and experimentation, but people here love the
fact that there are hurdles to overcome,” he says. “Otherwise, it
wouldn’t be as much fun.”

— Brad Herzog ’90

Animated Personality
DreamWorks whiz turns pixels into people 

(and ogres and bees and aliens . . . )

Three-dimensional: DreamWorks animator Mahesh Ramasubra-
manian, MS ’00 (and stand-ups of the Shrek cast), with the
movie’s 2001 Academy Award for best animated feature.

PROVIDED BY MAHESH RAMASUBRAMANIAN
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Into the wood: Sturt Manning leads a tour of Cornell’s tree-ring laboratory in Goldwin Smith Hall.

To predict the future, it
helps to have a solid grasp
of the past. But when it
comes to meteorology and

climate change, scientists don’t have much
to work with. Reliable records of hurri-
canes reach back only two decades. Even
data on such basics as temperature and
rainfall span less than a century for all but
a few sites worldwide. That means scien-
tists have little confidence that the data
driving their climate models could predict
even known, historical outcomes—let
alone future trends. Yet, as international
concern about climate change and its
implications for human civilization inten-
sifies, so does the need to contextualize
current weather patterns within the span
of history. “The way forward is to com-

plexify what we know about the past and
make it more rigorous,” says classics pro-
fessor Sturt Manning. “If you can get the
climate models to predict detailed climate
history correctly, maybe they can also
work going forward.” 

A professor of archaeology and clas-
sics who specializes in the timelines of
events in ancient Mediterranean cultures,
Manning is determined to enrich the data
available for climate modeling by crafting
a record of annual rainfall stretching back
more than 600 years for the drought-
plagued region he studies. “It’s a good
laboratory case to be able to work with,”
says the professor, who plans a similar
effort to map the effects of the Indian
Ocean monsoon cycle in Oman, with
funding from Cornell’s Einaudi Center for

International Studies. 
Both projects—and all of Manning’s

other scholarly efforts—rely on a basic
horticultural reality: trees in temperate
regions add a single growth ring in each
calendar year. Over time, those concentric
patterns vary with local temperature and
rainfall, but in any given year the trees of
a single species growing in the same
region tend to put on matching rings,
allowing scientists to correlate those in a
tree whose age is known with those in
such objects as a piece of charcoal, the
frame of a painting, or a piece of ancient
building timber of the same species. Sci-
entists working in the field—known as
dendrochronology—have already assem-
bled timelines extending from the present
back to Tudor England, ancient Rome, the

Out on a Limb
Can ancient tree rings help us understand climate change?

JASON KOSKI / UP
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rise and fall of the Egyptian dynasties,
and into Neolithic history. Says Manning:
“There’s no other technique that allows
you to go back with confidence that far
to a specific year.” 

As the head of Cornell’s Wiener Lab-
oratory for Aegean and Near Eastern
Dendrochronology, Manning has access
to one of the world’s largest collections of
tree rings—including more than ten mil-
lion measurements based on samples col-
lected by his predecessor, classicist Peter
Kuniholm. “Peter started almost from
ground zero—he’s been an evangelist,”
says Manning, who sees himself as part of
a second wave in the field, deploying data
in new directions to test fresh hypotheses.
Among those new techniques are dendro-
climatology—the use of tree rings to
deduce historical climatic variations—and
dendrochemistry, an emerging field that
mines the chemical markers embedded in
each ring to reveal the soil- and airborne
particles a tree incorporated in a given
year, offering clues to extreme weather
phenomena such as hurricanes and major
pollution events like volcanic eruptions.

Manning, a self-described “classic itin-
erant Australian” who has held appoint-
ments at the University of Toronto and
the U.K.’s University of Reading, traces
his interest in the climatic clues hidden
within trees to an early curiosity about
the relationship between weather patterns
and historic events. Modern-day Athens,
he notes, gets barely enough rainfall to
support a single crop of wheat. Yet in the
eighth century B.C., the city gave rise to a
cultural renaissance that generated the
precursor to our own alphabet as well as
Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey. The period
was also marked by a drastic reduction in
sunspots and solar flares, known as a
solar minimum. “You would have had
significantly more rainfall in the eastern
Mediterranean, and a longer growing sea-
son,” he notes. “Suddenly it makes sense
why a number of Mediterranean and
Near-Eastern places take off around
about 750 B.C.” Similar solar minima
correspond with both the start of the
Bronze Age in 2900 B.C. and the rise of
the Venetian Empire in the fifteenth cen-
tury A.D. “It’s not that climate explains
history,” says the professor, “but it did
seem to me that maybe climate provided
a context.”

Manning’s most recent field research
included a visit to Israel, where his team
identified an Iron Age oak beam they
hope holds clues to the timing of the Bib-
lical King David’s reign. In Cyprus, the
team has focused on filling in gaps in the
known dendro timeline. And closer to
home, lab staff are analyzing samples
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from historic buildings on the Hill and
throughout Upstate New York and in the
Great Lakes region. “He’s incredibly
broad in his approach, integrating several
different disciplines, scientifically sophis-
ticated approaches to problems,” says
University of Arizona dendrochronologist
Jeffrey Dean. “He’s good at defining a
problem and then focusing all sorts of dif-
ferent evidence—archaeology, dendro-
chronology, ice cores, radiocarbon dat-
ing—to answer it.” 

Kuniholm, who headed Cornell’s den-
dro department for three decades, says
that while the theories underlying den-
droclimatology hold promise, Manning
has his work cut out for him. Scientists
still struggle to understand even day-to-
day weather patterns, he notes; discern-
ing the conditions of previous centuries to
predict broad future trends will be no
easy task. “Forecasting the weather is a
stinker,” says Kuniholm. “You listen to
the radio to find out what the weather will
be that day, and half the time it doesn’t
happen.” Even so, he says, Cornell’s cul-
ture of collaboration could work to his
successor’s favor. “There are lots of peo-
ple at Cornell who do climate, climate
change, lower atmosphere, upper atmos-
phere, natural resources. Cornell wel-
comes this kind of thing.”

Even before his January 2006 joint
appointment to the departments of Clas-
sics and Earth and Atmospheric Sciences,
Manning used the tree ring collection to
investigate the date of the eruption of
Thera. The Minoan volcano’s cataclysmic
Bronze Age explosion spread archaeolog-
ical evidence throughout the Mediter-
ranean and sparked massive climate
change in the Aegean and beyond, caus-
ing crop failures as far away as China.
Classicists have used the event as a key
marker for assessing relationships among
contemporary civilizations including
ancient Greece, Egypt, and Cyprus, but
estimates of the date itself varied by a
century, spurring passionate debates over
which cultures preceded, influenced, and
dominated others. Manning’s findings,
published in Science five months after he
came to campus, narrowed Thera’s explo-
sion to within the first twenty-seven years
of the seventeenth century B.C.—100
years earlier than previously believed. “If
you move something fifty or 100 years,
that starts to mean a whole lot of history
has to be rethought and rewritten,” says
Manning. “It would be a bit like discov-
ering that America fought its war for
independence not against the British, but
the Germans or French.” 

— Sharon Tregaskis ’95

032-047CAMnd08currents  10/24/08  1:55 PM  Page 38



38 Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

C
u

rre
n

ts

from historic buildings on the Hill and
throughout Upstate New York and in the
Great Lakes region. “He’s incredibly
broad in his approach, integrating several
different disciplines, scientifically sophis-
ticated approaches to problems,” says
University of Arizona dendrochronologist
Jeffrey Dean. “He’s good at defining a
problem and then focusing all sorts of dif-
ferent evidence—archaeology, dendro-
chronology, ice cores, radiocarbon dat-
ing—to answer it.” 

Kuniholm, who headed Cornell’s den-
dro department for three decades, says
that while the theories underlying den-
droclimatology hold promise, Manning
has his work cut out for him. Scientists
still struggle to understand even day-to-
day weather patterns, he notes; discern-
ing the conditions of previous centuries to
predict broad future trends will be no
easy task. “Forecasting the weather is a
stinker,” says Kuniholm. “You listen to
the radio to find out what the weather will
be that day, and half the time it doesn’t
happen.” Even so, he says, Cornell’s cul-
ture of collaboration could work to his
successor’s favor. “There are lots of peo-
ple at Cornell who do climate, climate
change, lower atmosphere, upper atmos-
phere, natural resources. Cornell wel-
comes this kind of thing.”

Even before his January 2006 joint
appointment to the departments of Clas-
sics and Earth and Atmospheric Sciences,
Manning used the tree ring collection to
investigate the date of the eruption of
Thera. The Minoan volcano’s cataclysmic
Bronze Age explosion spread archaeolog-
ical evidence throughout the Mediter-
ranean and sparked massive climate
change in the Aegean and beyond, caus-
ing crop failures as far away as China.
Classicists have used the event as a key
marker for assessing relationships among
contemporary civilizations including
ancient Greece, Egypt, and Cyprus, but
estimates of the date itself varied by a
century, spurring passionate debates over
which cultures preceded, influenced, and
dominated others. Manning’s findings,
published in Science five months after he
came to campus, narrowed Thera’s explo-
sion to within the first twenty-seven years
of the seventeenth century B.C.—100
years earlier than previously believed. “If
you move something fifty or 100 years,
that starts to mean a whole lot of history
has to be rethought and rewritten,” says
Manning. “It would be a bit like discov-
ering that America fought its war for
independence not against the British, but
the Germans or French.” 

— Sharon Tregaskis ’95

032-047CAMnd08currents  10/24/08  4:14 PM  Page 38



032-047CAMnd08currents  10/24/08  1:55 PM  Page 39



40 Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

C
u

rre
n

ts

Camp Consoler
A mother channels  her grief into founding a retreat for terror victims

THE KOBY MANDELL FOUNDATION

There is a Jewish saying: “Whosoever destroys one
life in Israel is as he would destroy the whole
world, and whosoever preserves one life in Israel
is as he would preserve the whole world.” For

journalist and author Sherri Lederman Mandell ’77, the mem-
ory of her son Koby encapsulates both the notion’s despair and
its hope.

One morning in May 2001, thirteen-year-old Koby and his
friend Yosef Ish-Ran made a fateful decision: they skipped school
to go on a hike a half-mile from their homes in Tekoa, a settle-
ment about twenty minutes outside of Jerusalem. When they
hadn’t returned hours later, a search party was sent out. The next
day, their bodies were found in a cave, their blood smeared on
the walls. Palestinians had stoned them to death for being Jews. 

Trying to cope with the loss of her oldest child, Mandell
admits that at first she “wasn’t ready to be alive.” But she soon
came to believe that her devastation could serve as a sort of inspi-
ration. “Resilience means you create from the pain,” she says.

“It’s also the ability to change and be changed by your experi-
ence—not to hold on to who you were, but to be transformed.”

Four months after Koby’s death, she began to emerge from
her grief by returning to the familiar—by writing. After gradu-
ating from CALS, Mandell earned a master’s in creative writing
from Colorado State and taught writing at Penn State and the
University of Maryland (where her husband, Rabbi Seth Man-
dell, was Hillel director). The Mandells had lived in Israel for
several years in the Eighties and decided to return for good in
1996. Five years later, Koby was murdered. Slowly, through a
process she describes as “cry and write, cry and write,” Mandell
produced an account of her struggle to come to terms with his
death, in the context of both her faith as an Orthodox Jew and
Israel’s history of conflict. The Blessing of a Broken Heart won
the National Jewish Book Award in 2004 and was adapted for
the stage by the San Diego Repertory Theatre last January.

Along with her writing, Mandell had many friends to help her
through her grief—a support system, she soon realized, that

Port in a storm: Camp Koby
offers a respite for children
whose lives have been 
touched by terror.
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Koby’s three younger siblings did not have.
“Most children who have lost family mem-
bers to terror lose their own childhood,”
she says. “They also feel a lot of guilt, and
they protect their parents, so they are gen-
erally alone in their pain.” In 2002, she and
her husband created the Koby Mandell
Foundation, its centerpiece being Camp
Koby, a retreat in Israel for children who
have been injured in terror attacks or
whose family members have been killed by
terrorists. 

Staffed by professional therapists and
trained counselors, the tuition-free camp
consists of ten-day summer sessions at
two kibbutzim near Negba, an agricul-
tural town about fifty miles south of Tel
Aviv. It is a place where children can share
feelings with and draw strength from oth-
ers who have experienced similar
tragedies, an environment where they can
have fun without feeling guilty. At Camp
Koby, says Mandell, “the abnormal is
normal,” such as when one camper casu-
ally approaches another and asks, “Why
are you here? Who did you lose?”

With an annual operating budget of
nearly $2 million, the foundation offers a
separate program for highly religious chil-
dren (providing daily Torah and Talmud
study and gender-specific swimming
pools) and also funds camps that convene
in other locations during school vacations
and Jewish holidays, as well as a Camp
Koby Summer in Israel Experience for
North American teens. Each November,
the Foundation holds a fundraising dinner
in the U.S. (its American offices are in
Bethesda, Maryland), where the Koby
Mandell Humanitarian Award is pre-
sented—usually to a well-known athletic
figure, an homage to sports-crazed Koby.

In the summer of 2007, Camp Koby
hosted more than 600 children ages eight
to eighteen, the majority from families
with incomes below the poverty line.
Each participant bears a tragic story: the
camper who was a baby in a car seat as
his parents were murdered while driving
to a wedding; the girl whose brother was
lured, via an Internet romance, to an
Arab town where he was shot; the boy
who cut his hair so his mother wouldn’t
dread his growing resemblance to his
dead brother; the counselor who was
stabbed fifteen times in the chest by a
Palestinian attacker. “When you go
through something like this, you lose
your faith in a benign universe,” says
Mandell, who also directs a healing
retreat for bereaved mothers. “So camp is
not just a matter of giving them a feeling
of safety. It’s giving them a sense they can
be part of a world that’s good.”

— Brad Herzog ’90
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Start Your Engines
Students vie for

$10 million auto prize

With average fuel efficiency of forty-six
miles per gallon, the Toyota Prius is the
current darling of environmentalists—but a
team of Cornell students is working on a
car that will more than double that. Some
seventy engineering, business, and design
students are vying for the Progressive
Automotive X Prize in a worldwide compe-
tition to build a car that gets at least 100
miles to the gallon. The engineers are
experimenting with electric motors and
batteries on their test car, a modified 1993
Geo Metro; they will eventually transfer the
technology from the Metro to the final
vehicle, a four-passenger car that will be
short, narrow, and highly aerodynamic.
“The car will probably be smaller than
Americans are comfortable with,” says
mechanical engineering professor John 
Callister, PhD ’96, one of the team’s advis-
ers. “The front passengers’ shoulders will
almost touch.”

Supported by corporations and private
donors, Cornell’s team is one of just two
university squads competing against more
than ninety other groups. To be eligible for
the 2009 qualifying race, teams must
adhere to strict carbon dioxide and green-
house gas emission standards, and have a
feasible business plan. The $10 million
prize, funded in part by Progressive Insur-
ance, will be awarded to the team that 
finishes with the fastest car in the final
race, to be held in 2010. “The competition
educates the public that there is technol-
ogy available to build cars with really high
fuel economy,” says Trey Riddle, a mechani-
cal and aerospace engineering grad student
and Cornell’s team leader. “It’s important
for us as a nation to push the limit on
automotive technology—and for people to
realize that there are options out there.”

— Jamie Leonard ’09

PROVIDED

Gas sipper: A rendering of
CU’s X-Prize entry

Visit 
Cornell Alumni 
Magazine—online 
cornellalumnimagazine.com

and our archive
at ecommons
ecommons.library.cornell.edu/
handle/1813/3157
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This fall, the University published An Optimistic Heart: What Great Universities
Give Their Students . . . and the World, a collection of the major speeches that Jeffrey
Lehman ’77 gave during his two years as Cornell president. With an initial print run
of 500 copies, the book is available through the Cornell Store and online.

Cornell Alumni Magazine: Why publish a volume of your Cornell speeches?
Jeffrey Lehman: Speaking as a university president is an unusual human activity. This was
a chance to reflect—especially in the last chapter—on what that activity meant for me.
The speeches I selected are all about Cornell in particular, and also about the more gen-
eral relationship between a great university and the larger society. 

CAM: What’s the meaning of the title?
JL: The speeches stress the importance of maintaining an “optimistic heart”—patience
in the face of complexity and challenge. A related theme in the book concerns Ezra
Cornell’s statement, “I would found an institution where any person can find instruc-
tion in any study.” For many people that statement has been a puzzle: How could any
institution provide instruction for any person in any study? Isn’t that an unattainable
goal? An optimistic heart helps one recognize the value of unattainable goals. They are
like a horizon that we walk toward, constantly receding, unreachable. Yet by walking

Oration Summation
Former President Jeffrey Lehman ’77 on
the art of public speaking

ANDY FRIEDMAN

308-314 Forest Home Drive

4 Building
Compound

Adjacent to Cornell

Thinking about coming home to
beautiful Ithaca and Cornell? Been
here all along and looking for
something really interesting?
Across from Cornell Plantations
and on the Fall Creek side of  the
road, this enchanting 1935 Sears
Kit Home,Wilmore model, is the
cornerstone for a four-building
compound.Tucked next to woods,
the main house has 4 bedrooms,
2 baths, refinished hardwood
floors, and WONDERFUL ARCHI-
TECTURAL DETAILS. The other
three buildings have tenants with
leases to July 2009. 1.11 acres of
gardens and woods and the sounds
of the creek make this a very
special offering. Property has
been in the same family since
built and never on the market
before. For details on complete
package contact:

PATRICIA LONGAKER,
BROKER

LONGAKER
REAL ESTATE
pllongaker@aol.com

607-592-3027
Member MLS
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steadily in one direction we are able to
travel a great distance.

CAM: Unlike many institutional leaders,
you chose to write all of your own major
speeches. Why?
JL: Even the best ghostwriters can’t take
great risks. So when you have someone else
write your speech, it necessarily limits your
ambition. Moreover, I have found that
when I write a speech myself, I develop the
argument more deeply. In the act of writ-
ing, in moving from draft to draft, I imag-
ine how it will sound to someone who
would disagree. Of course, the downside is
that when you take a risk that flops, you
have nobody to blame but yourself.

CAM: Did you write far in advance?
JL: I tried, but I did end up with my share
of all-nighters. And inevitably I would
keep tinkering up to the last minute. I
would print the speech in a very large
font, triple spaced, and put it into a three-
ring notebook, and I would sometimes
continue to mark it up while I was stand-
ing there, waiting to go on. 

CAM: In the age of the sound bite and the
text message, is the formal speech becom-
ing a lost art?
JL: I think it remains viable, because we
remain surrounded by issues that don’t
have simple answers. An honest, authen-
tic response to a difficult problem can’t be
framed in three sentences. 

CAM: For many people, public speaking is
the stuff of nightmares. What’s your advice
about feeling at home in front of a crowd?
JL: I make a point of never speaking in a
strange room. I always go to where I am
speaking beforehand, sit where the audi-
ence will be, and go onstage to make
myself feel comfortable. When you’re giv-
ing the talk, it helps to speak slowly and
to use pauses for effect. That makes it
easy for your audience to follow what
you’re saying. It also makes it easy for you
to read ahead, remind yourself of what
the next couple of sentences will be, and
maintain eye contact. 

CAM: Did you ever get stage fright?
JL: I was anxious before every speech. Lit-
erally. But once I started to speak I would
usually relax. Then I was in heaven. 

CAM: In the book, you talk about deliv-
ering your first commencement speech—
“Dirt,” which cites Sartre and Vonnegut
in a discussion of the slippery slope of
moral compromise—the day after Bill
Clinton addressed the same audience in
Schoellkopf. What was it like to have such

a tough act to follow?
JL: I was terrified by the idea of speaking
the day after President Clinton, and that
motivated me to write the best speech in
the book. But when I stood up in Schoell-
kopf I was still worried about the mechan-
ics of addressing 40,000 people: Did I
need to speak even more slowly? Would
there be an echo? I fretted about those
things all the way through. 

CAM: Why do you use pop culture refer-
ences in your speeches, like the Star Wars
films or the movie Zoolander?
JL: Partly to help the audience stay alert
for twenty minutes. Most university pres-
idents are academics by training, used to
speaking to other professors. But as pres-
idents we often speak to audiences who
live in the world of action. So we have to
be careful not to sound too academic, too
self-absorbed, too precious. It was impor-
tant to me to signal, especially in speeches
to students, my belief that academic ideas
have relevance to their lives. 

CAM: You may be the only Ivy League
president to quote the wisdom of The
Dude from The Big Lebowski. 
JL: I took one line from the film—“That’s
just, like, your opinion, man”—and ran
with it in a slightly different direction
from what The Dude intended. I used it as
a way to urge students not to slip into
believing that “opinions” are things we
can’t discuss, that “respecting” others’
opinions means we have to consider them
all equally sound. I was suggesting that
such thinking would cost students one of
the best parts of undergraduate life: stay-
ing up late, eating subs from the Hot
Truck, and arguing with friends about
issues that matter. 

CAM: Of all your speeches, the talk with
The Big Lebowski reference seems to be
the one that sticks in people’s minds.
JL: In that same speech, I also talk about
an idea of John Keats called “negative
capability,” which is very important.
When I talked with students about it later,
few remembered Keats—but they all
remembered The Big Lebowski.

CAM: In your State of the University
address at Reunion 2005, you announced
your resignation—but not until the very
end. In journalistic parlance, you buried
the lede. Why?
JL: Because I wanted the rest of the
speech to be heard, and I knew as soon
as I announced I was stepping down,
that would be it—no one would hear
anything else.

— Beth Saulnier
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Flights of Fancy
Art professor’s sculptures 

honor extinct birds

Museum-goers are usually prevented from touching artworks by
plate glass, velvet ropes, or a guard’s scowl—but not at the Lost
Bird Project, where visitors are encouraged to handle giant sculp-
tures of extinct birds. Designed by art professor Todd McGrain, the
pieces serve as a memorial to five species whose extinction was
caused by humans: the Labrador duck, heath hen, Carolina para-
keet, great auk, and passenger pigeon. Each standing about six
feet tall and weighing between 700 and 900 pounds, the sculp-
tures took McGrain five years to create. Cast in bronze and covered
in black patina, they reflect light and are smooth to the touch.
“The birds ask for serious consideration from viewers,” McGrain
says, “because they are obviously monumental in scale.” 

In addition to the sculptures, the exhibit comprises detailed
drawings and stories about the birds and the circumstances that
led to their extinction. In March the sculptures will move from their
current home at the Lab of Ornithology for permanent installation
at the locations where each species is believed to have been last
sighted. (The duck, for example, will go to Elmira.) This spring, a
second of McGrain’s great auks will be installed at Rome’s Zoologi-
cal Museum, and he will continue to create more copies of the
birds for other venues. By celebrating the creatures in art, McGrain
hopes to preserve their memory. “With the tragedy of extinction
comes a second tragedy, which is forgetting about the birds,” he
says. “That’s my task—to fight off that second extinction.” 

— Jamie Leonard ’09

Todd McGrain

MELISSA MCGRAIN
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In Ithaca’s Comet Skateboard factory, one
board has a place of honor. It bears the
images of a pair of slithering, one-eyed
creatures, a character resembling a monkey
with a huge head of hair—and the signa-
ture of Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton. The
former presidential hopeful autographed the
board in July, when she attended an envi-
ronmental forum at Syracuse’s City Hall,
where Comet was showcased as a model
company for environmental manufacturing.
Clinton—who declined to take the board
out for a spin—lauded the company for
developing biodegradable skateboards using
sustainable manufacturing processes.

Jason Salfi ’92 co-founded Comet in an
effort to decrease the skateboarding indus-
try’s impact on the environment. Most
conventional boards are made of maple—
and because a serious skater can wear out
one in a matter of weeks, Salfi says, the
industry is a major consumer of the slow-
growing trees. Traditional epoxies used to
glue the maple veneers together, as well
as the paints used for decoration, can
become toxic when boards are dumped in
landfills. “It’s ironic that we are creating
toys for kids,” Salfi says, “yet compromis-
ing their future.”

Since its start in the San Francisco Bay
Area in 1998, Comet has been using
water-based epoxies and paints, wood har-
vested using sustainable forestry practices,

Soy Ride
An eco-friendly spin 

on skateboards
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Hot wheels: At a forum on alter-
native energy, Jason Salfi ’92
(left) shows his skateboards to
Senator Hillary Clinton and 
Syracuse Mayor Matt Driscoll.

and solar power. In early 2007, the com-
pany began adding a bio-composite to its
boards using technology based on the
research of Cornell fiber science professor
Anil Netravali. He co-founded e2e Materi-
als, an Ithaca-based startup that designs
biodegradable materials made from soy
protein and plant fibers such as hemp and
jute. “With green composites, you can
compost the boards anywhere,” says
Netravali. “If you crush them up and put
them in the grass, they will decompose
into soil in six months.”

According to skateboard reviewer Erik
Basil, managing editor and product tester
for the online magazine Silverfish Long-
boarding, the switch to eco-friendly mate-
rials hasn’t meant a compromise in qual-
ity—though he and some fellow reviewers
have nicknamed Comet’s products “granola
boards” because of their environmental
bent. “I asked if you could eat a spoonful
of the stuff and wash it down with soy
milk with no harmful effects,” says Basil.
“Jason replied to the effect that, were
those my tastes, I certainly could.”

— Liz DeLong

JASON KOSKI / UP
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Featured Selection

Earning the title Winery of
the Year at the New
York Wine & Food Clas-
sic for the top showing

(based on the level and number of
awards in relation to entries) is some-
thing special. Dave Peterson, general
manager of Swedish Hill Vineyard,
says it’s “the best.” But this year,
for Swedish Hill, it was even bet-
ter: not only was it named Win-
ery of the Year, winning a
whopping twenty-two medals,
but its 2007 Vidal Blanc (about
$12) took home the coveted
Governor’s Cup, the top prize.

Swedish Hill, founded in
1986 on the western shore of
Cayuga Lake, currently pro-
duces 63,000 cases annually. 
In discussing the winery’s
approach to winemaking and
its stellar all-around showing
in the competition, Peterson
says: “We try to give each wine
as much respect as the next.”
He also credits a talented wine-
making team and knowing the

Finger Lakes vineyards and growers
“as well as anyone,” a significant fac-
tor for a winery that purchased 80
percent of its grapes in 2007. More-
over, says Peterson, when it comes to
the final blend, “We taste and vote as
a panel, and the majority rules!”

With a little Riesling (10 per-
cent) and Traminette (5 percent)
blended in, the award-winning
2007 Vidal Blanc is indeed Ries-
ling-like. Aside from noticeable
sweetness (1.5 percent residual
sugar) and an impression of
clean, flawless winemaking, the
palate offers peach-like flavors
at the fore with nectarines, tan-
gerines, and honey lurking in
the background. The acidity is
moderate, while the finish is
lush and long. Pair it with
pork, scallops, ham, or Thai
food, as one might with a
slightly sweet Riesling.

— Dana Malley

Dana Malley is a wine buyer and
the manager of Northside Wine &

Spirits in Ithaca.

SWEDISH HILL 2007 VIDAL BLANC

Wines
of the
Finger
Lakes
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Wild
Water
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By Susan Kelley
Photographs by Jason Koski

There’s a pool in Fall Creek
that looks like many others
in Ithaca’s famed gorges.

Sandstone and shale cliffs loom
above it, the scent of moist soil and
ferns drifts around it, and waterfalls
feed it. But danger lies below the
surface: unpredictable currents, run-
ning in all directions, can drag down
a swimmer and trap him underwater.
The pool is twenty feet deep, lined
underwater with sheer rock walls—
except near the falls, where a scour-
ing reverse current that swirls up
underneath the cascade has carved
out sharp ledges. A shopping cart
lies jammed at the bottom.

In June, the pool was where New York State
trooper Neil Case donned his scuba gear, hooked
onto a safety line, and searched for Douglas Lowe
’11. “From the surface, it looks like a nice place to
dive,” Case says. “But it’s not safe at all. It’s not
safe for anybody to be in there—not even a scuba
diver.”

It had been a sunny day, with a high of sev-
enty-four degrees. Lowe, an ILR student taking a
summer course, was swimming across the pool

Can Cornell tame
its treacherous
gorges?

Trouble spot: Despite the risks, Fall
Creek Gorge remains a popular swim-
ming locale, where many bathers scale
the cascade and leap into a deep pool
with strong currents.
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with a friend when he went under. The Ithaca fire and police
departments responded to 911 calls saying Lowe hadn’t surfaced,
then called in the New York State Police dive team. Case arrived
on the scene at about 8 p.m. Underwater visibility was only one
to two feet. “When the water is murky like that,” he says, “we
search with our hands.”

Case dove under, feeling his way along the rock walls down-
stream from the falls and along the shore. Next he plunged
beneath the falls. He figured that the current might have pulled
Lowe under an overhanging ledge and pinned him there. “At
that point, I’m twenty feet deep,” Case says, “and you can just
feel the pressure of the falls smashing down on you.” After about
an hour and a half of searching, he surfaced to get a flashlight,
then went back in where Lowe had last been seen. “I just sank
down and let the undertow take me, just let myself float under
the water,” Case says. “And it took me right to him.”

A ccording to Ithaca Fire Department statistics,
Lowe was the fifteenth person to die in Ithaca’s
gorges since 2000—and the fourth to drown in
that particular pool since 1986. When most
people think of gorge deaths, they think of the

jumpers who have given Cornell an unwanted (and unwarranted)
reputation as a suicide hot spot. But Ithaca Police Officer Doug
Hoyt estimates that about half of those fifteen deaths were acci-

dents caused by turbulent water, slippery rocks, fallen trees, and
a host of other natural features. The local community has
mourned each death. But Lowe’s passing—coming in the wake
of the drowning the previous year of Jeevan Mykoo, a thirty-
year-old tourist from Ottawa, and the 2006 death of Navin
Parthasarathy, a visiting graduate student from the University of
California, Santa Barbara—has spurred a widespread debate
about how to deal with the dangers and appeals of one of Cor-
nell’s great natural attractions. 

Much of the official reaction is being formed by the Gorge
Safety Task Force, a two-year-old group comprising high-level
administrators from the City and Town of Ithaca, the University,
and Ithaca College. Since Lowe’s death, it has stepped up its
efforts to brainstorm short- and long-term solutions for safety
education, enforcement, and alternatives—including filling in that
Fall Creek pool for good. Meanwhile the Student Assembly has
formed an ad hoc committee on gorge safety, and students in the
Department of Natural Resources have created an organization
called Friends of the Gorges. “We have a group of people say-
ing, ‘There must be something that we can do to prevent this,’”
says City Clerk Julie Conley Holcomb, a task force member. “We
don’t want one more death in those gorges.”

The task force’s most visible action has been erecting a chain-
link fence, about thirty feet long and eight feet high, blocking
access to the pool via a steep stone staircase from the Phi
Gamma Delta parking lot off McGraw Place. Simeon Moss ’73,
BA ’82, Cornell’s press relations director, calls the fence a short-

Danger ahead: Even dire warnings (above) and memorials to students who have drowned (opposite)
don’t deter the bathers who flock to the swimming holes in Fall Creek Gorge every summer.
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term fix while a more effective safety campaign
is worked out. Although some have welcomed
the fence, others have criticized it as ineffectual.
Matthew Nagowski ’05 calls it “draconian and
naïve,” and the homepage of his blog,
MetaEzra.com, sports a banner calling on Presi-
dent David Skorton to take down the fence. “Is
the University going to put up a fence around
Cayuga Lake?” Nagowski asks. “It seems like the
proper solution to this problem is education and
enforcement, not forbidding people to enjoy one
of the University’s most treasured natural places.”
Professor emeritus of geological sciences Arthur
Bloom agrees that restricting access is neither fea-
sible nor desirable, pointing out that the gorges
provide a valuable teaching tool. “There are all
sorts of interesting phenomena, and you can lit-
erally get your nose right up against them.”

On one warm evening in August, the fence
wasn’t deterring the steady stream of students,
many carrying towels, who ducked through a
neatly cut hole. The barrier was vandalized the
day after it was erected on August 15—two
months after Lowe died. It has been repaired and
recut several times, and the accompanying warn-
ing signs repeatedly stolen, Moss says.

Down at the gorge, the path is flanked by
two small memorials that beg visitors to heed the
deaths there of Parthasarathy in 2007 and of
Sabartomo “Danny” Sastrowardoyo ’87 twenty-
one years earlier. But at knee-height, the memo-
rials are easily overshadowed by the spectacular
view of the falls. About two dozen people were
climbing up the waterfall and wading in the shal-
low creekbed downstream. Blue beer cans
stacked on the cliffs reflected the last rays of day-
light. As four young men jumped together off the
lowest ledge into the pool where Lowe drowned,

Min Kang ’10 dried off after an hourlong swim.
She pointed out where students sometimes set up
a “beer pong” table in the creekbed. She won’t
swim in the pool if the current is too strong, but
otherwise she doesn’t worry about getting
hurt—or worse. “Like most other people,” she
said, “I feel like it’s not going to happen to me.”

The gorges have defined the Uni-
versity ever since Ezra Cornell
pointed out to his advisers the
wild country where he intended
to build his campus. “Cornell

turned to the east, swinging his arms north and
south and said: ‘Here, on this line extending
from Cascadilla to Fall Creek,’” wrote Morris
Bishop ’14, PhD ’26, in A History of Cornell.
Central Campus is still flanked by those gorges,
and they’ve since provided Cornell with a pow-
erful PR tool, living lessons in geology and
hydrology, and a dramatic sense of place. “If
Cornell was in Kansas, it would be OK,” says
Gary Stewart, assistant director of community

The gorges have defined 
the University ever since
Ezra Cornell pointed out to
his advisers the wild country
where he intended to build
his campus.
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much more lighthearted—a way to enjoy the campus’s
natural beauty and soak up the few precious weeks of
swimming weather. In August, Akilah Terry ’10 waded
near the Fall Creek pool for the first time since coming
to Ithaca, even though she says she’s not a “nature per-
son.” “I didn’t want to leave Cornell without coming
to the gorges,” says Terry, who slipped and fell during
her outing. “It seems like one of the things that you
should do. Last year, a bunch of my senior friends had
a list of things you should do before you graduate, and
most of them had been swimming in the gorges numer-
ous times.”

The city’s municipal code bans dipping in campus
gorges—or any body of water not designated specifi-
cally for swimming. Technically it’s a trespassing viola-
tion. The penalty ranges from a $100 fine or twenty-
five hours of community service to a $250 fine and
fifteen days in jail. (Ithaca passed its first anti-swimming
law in 1897; Holcomb, the city clerk, notes that nudity,
not safety, seems to have been the bigger concern.)
There are several reasons for the ordinance: slick algae-
covered rocks, submerged trees, no lifeguards, and steep

terrain that makes rescue difficult. Hiking is permitted on desig-
nated trails, although many are closed when conditions are haz-
ardous. But enforcing Code 250-3 is trickier than it might seem.
It was only shortly before Lowe’s death that officials sorted out
who has legal jurisdiction over campus gorges. It’s not always
Cornell.

A mosaic of state, city, and town ordinances governs Cas-
cadilla Creek and Fall Creek. They run through (or are adjacent
to) not only Cornell but the City of Ithaca and the towns of
Ithaca, Dryden, and Lansing, as well as private land. To compli-
cate matters, ultimate control of the waterways falls to New York
State’s Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). At
the pool where Lowe died, the water is owned by the city—but
Cornell owns the land leading to it. “This nineteenth-century
model of governing is maddening,” says Stewart. “It doesn’t help

when there are so many jurisdic-
tions involved.”

And then there’s the problem
of enforcement. Cornell Police
don’t cite people for gorge swim-
ming, because it is not a violation
of the Campus Code of Con-
duct—though that is likely to
change soon. CUPD Deputy
Chief Kathy Zoner has been
working to incorporate the
municipal code into the campus
code. Even so, CUPD lacks the
staff to prevent swimming in Fall
Creek, by far the more popular
of the two gorges. “With the
amount of use that that area
gets, I would have to post some-
body down there twenty-four
hours a day, seven days a week,”
Zoner says. “And I haven’t got
the manpower to do it. We’d get
seventy violations on an eighty-
five-degree day.” Beebe Lake is a
problem spot too, she says—but
because it’s campus property,
CUPD does have the authority to
cite people for diving off Sackett

relations. “But it’s really the nature that makes the area.”
If the gorges literally define the campus, they also shape

aspects of its culture—including the issue of suicide. While Cor-
nell is not the suicide mecca it is purported to be, jumping into
the gorges does tend to be one of the most frequently used meth-
ods among students, says Gregg Eells, director of counseling and
psychological services at Gannett Health Services. “At other
schools, it would usually be pills or handguns. Partly why gorges
are a part of the culture here is that people know that there have
been suicide attempts before.”

Though a troubled few have always been drawn to the
gorges to end their lives (most recently Jakub Janecka ’98, whose
body was found in Cascadilla Creek Gorge on October 8 after
a witness reported seeing him jump from the College Avenue
Bridge), for most students Cornell’s gorge culture is something

Scholarship Honors 
Douglas Lowe ’11

The family and friends of Douglas Lowe ’11 have created a 
scholarship in his memory. The Douglas Arthur Lowe Prism for
Beauty on Earth Scholarship Fund aims to promote academic 
success for African American undergraduates who exemplify Lowe’s
spirit, promote the well-being of humanity, and show exceptional 
creativity. Lowe, of Shelton, Connecticut, was an eighteen-year-
old ILR student when he drowned in June. A member of the 
Cornell Caribbean Students Association Dance Ensemble, he was a
talented saxophonist and composer and worked with children in 
a daycare center.

The scholarship will be awarded on the basis of the 
applicant’s academic excellence, financial need, dedication to
community service, demonstration of leadership, and creativity.
For more information, visit prismforbeauty.org.
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CUPD Deputy Chief Kathy Zoner
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cornell.cfm) and to new students and resident advisers; there’s
also a forty-second section of an orientation video, given to new
students on a CD and also available online (newstudents.cornell.
edu/welcome/QuickTour.html). Oddly enough, the spot appears
in the “Getting Around” section—not in the “Safety and Secu-
rity” section. “We’ve worked hard to communicate to our com-
munity on this issue,” says Moss. “But we feel that maybe even
more needs to be done. We’re committed to working with appro-
priate authorities to make sure that our community understands
that while the gorges are one of Cornell’s defining features, and
everyone loves them, they represent a safety challenge that needs
to be respected.”

To address that concern, the task force is exploring the cre-
ation of a map that would point out dangerous areas, perhaps
to be posted at trailheads. Says Holcomb: “We have received let-
ters from victims’ friends and family members saying, ‘You as a
city need to do more. The warning sign wasn’t enough.’” The
SA’s ad hoc committee plans to create a brochure with sharper
wording. “The [University] brochure is not scary enough,” Lavin
says. “Everyone’s sensitive about the gorges, and they’re close to
everyone’s heart, but because people are dying, I think it’s OK
for students to be scared.” The SA also plans to advocate for a
required gorge safety session at orientation, similar to the alco-
hol education session, Lavin says. “We hope everyone can work
together and be proactive this year, before the good weather.”

The good weather was what brought transfer student Tracey
Ho ’11 and two friends to the waterfall below the Suspension
Bridge a few weeks into the semester. She was sitting cross-legged
on a mossy rock in the falls and the rushing water made her
white bikini a blur. She had heard that someone had died in the
pool below but she wanted to swim in the gorge anyway, she
says. “I came here two summers ago, and I saw this waterfall. I
was like, ‘Man, what happens if I go down there? Is it doable?’
And here I am, right now,” she shouted over the water’s roar. “It
is gorgeous.”

Bridge, a stone arch at the east end of the lake. From July 2007
to June 2008, campus police issued about 100 warnings—but no
arrests—for violations of campus code and state law such as reck-
less endangerment and disorderly conduct. “Your first jump,
everything’s fine, but what you don’t know is there’s a log three
feet under the water,” Zoner says. “On your second jump, bam,
you land on the log, and you’re a paraplegic.”

Over the past few years, the Ithaca Police Department has
stepped up its focus on the problem—although not the number of
actual arrests. It issued four tickets for gorge swimming in 2004
and 2005; but from 2007 through June 2008, it issued twenty-eight
warnings, in which offenders are identified but face no punishment.
City and campus police departments are now exploring ways to
collaborate on enforcing the code—and, if the University agrees,
upping the punishment to include academic penalties. Many stu-
dents would welcome more enforcement, says Student Assembly
(SA) president Ryan Lavin ’09. “If there’s some enforcement—cite
or ticket once in a while—it will deter the bulk from going in.”

The task force is also brainstorming alternatives to gorge
swimming. They include providing free shuttles to nearby state
parks where swimming is allowed, like Buttermilk Falls and
Lower Treman; designating safe swimming areas in the city’s nat-
ural waters (and amending the city code to make those areas
legal); and building an outdoor pool on campus. Perhaps the
most drastic option is filling the Fall Creek pool with boulders
or other materials. In November the task force plans to talk to
a hydrologist and research DEC regulations, Stewart says. “The
million-dollar question—beyond signs, fences, brochures, swim-
ming pools—is, if there’s a really big hazard, when do you get to
the point where you say that the hazard has to go?”

Implementing any of the options will take time. Meanwhile,
students and officials from the city and University are focusing
on more robust safety education. On campus, the University now
warns about gorge safety via a three-year-old brochure 
distributed online (campuslife.cornell.edu/campuslife/gorges-of- c

November | December 2008 55

050-055CAMnd08gorges  10/24/08  2:01 PM  Page 55



56 Cornell Alumni Magazine | cornellalumnimagazine.com

Picture

W
AR

N
ER

 B
RO

TH
ER

S 
EN

TE
RT

AI
N

M
EN

T 
IN

C.

056-061CAMnd08messina  10/24/08  2:02 PM  Page 56



November | December 2008 57

By Brad Herzog

In black and white: For director Steven Soderbergh’s The
Good German, production designer Philip Messina recreated
the look and feel of postwar cinema. The film starred 
George Clooney and Cate Blanchett (below right).

his is Philip Messina’s 
challenge: to create a
world. 

More specifically, he
must craft a universe com-
prising exotic creatures,
supernatural spirits, and
four distinct human cul-

tures—the Water Tribes, the Earth Kingdom, the
Air Nomads, and the Fire Nation. He has to make
it epic yet accessible, unprecedented yet familiar,
fantastic yet plausible. And as the production
designer for Paramount Pictures’ The Last 
Airbender, he has to keep to a budget.  

Scheduled for a summer 2010 release, The Last Airbender is a live-
action version of an Emmy-winning animated series that aired on 
Nickelodeon for three seasons. The movie covers the TV program’s first
season, but with a big budget and a big-name director (M. Night 
Shyamalan), the studio has a trilogy in mind. Set in an Asian-influenced
universe where martial arts coexist with manipulation of the elements,
the story follows the adventures of a boy named Aang, a successor to
a long line of Avatars. Aang would be twelve years old, except that he
was frozen in an iceberg for a century. After being rescued, he must
stop the warlike Fire Nation from enslaving the people of the Water,
Earth, and Air. 

The jury is out on who has the tougher assignment—Aang or
Messina. 

What an illustrator is to a book, a production designer is to a film.
He or she is part of the primary creative team—along with the 

From postwar Berlin to 
the Vegas strip, production 
designer Philip Messina ’88,
BArch ’90, makes 
movie magic

This

T
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director, cinematographer, and costume designer—that translates
the words in a screenplay into the images on the screen. As head
of a film’s art department, the production designer oversees the
art director, assistant art directors, set decorator, illustrators, prop
masters, location scouts—essentially, everyone who determines
the look of the movie.

It is late spring, still a year before filming will even begin, but
Messina ’88, BArch ’90, is already immersed in pre-production.
He is working in temporary offices at Culver Studios in Culver
City, California; the space is devoid of decoration except for the
concept illustrations that line the walls. Among these illustra-
tions—part photograph and part computer-generated fantasy,
“an amalgam of real and fake,” Messina says—are depictions of
a fortified city teeming with waterfalls, an ice-bound village atop
frozen tundra, a fire ship inspired by Victorian Age machinery,
and a temple that seems to hang from the sky. “This is like four
period films,” says Messina, as a handful of his production illus-
trators sit in adjacent rooms, tinkering with images on their 
computer screens. “I think of it as period because there’s a 
primitiveness to it. But we also have to put our own spin on it,
and they all have to feel like the same world in the end.”

It is a challenge that Messina was eager to take on. His agent
sends him many scripts, but he is most tempted by projects that
are new and different. Ironically, he often achieves that goal by
working with the same director—Oscar-winner Steven Soder-
bergh. For Soderbergh’s sci-fi film Solaris, Messina oversaw con-
struction of a multi-level space station on a Warner Brothers
soundstage. For The Good German, made in the style of Forties
film noir, he was charged with turning a Universal Studios back-
lot into postwar Berlin. (“It was the only movie I’ve ever worked
on where at the end I still wanted to do more,” he says. “Usu-
ally you’re fried and exhausted, and you just want to go sit on a
beach.”) And for Ocean’s Thirteen, Messina had to construct a
working casino that was, per Soderbergh’s instructions, “beau-
tiful, but in a mad way.” Says Messina: “I had about $15 mil-
lion in my construction budget. In architecture, you can do a
pretty great building for fifteen million bucks, but it was amaz-
ing how quickly it went.” 

On one of the largest soundstages in L.A., Messina oversaw
creation of a tri-level casino, which included a working elevator,
hundreds of slot machines, thirty-two gaming tables, and two
restaurant-bars. Over the craps tables he hung a 9,000-pound
chandelier made of hand-blown Austrian glass that arrived in ten
packing crates and took five people a week to install. (Variety
described the set as “dominated by sumptuous golds and reds,
with money dripping from every frame”; according to the New
York Times, “America’s playground has never looked so glam-
orous and seductive.”) Along with the big picture, Messina also
paid careful attention to the smallest details: the casino’s logo
was on each table, chip, and die. But as meticulously planned as
his designs are, no finished set is ever quite what he originally
conceived. “I can never picture all the nuts and bolts,” he says.
“And sometimes there’s a happy accident on the set, and we’ll
use it. I try to keep the process as fluid as possible, but at some
point you have to make decisions and stick to them.” 

A lthough Messina wasn’t much of a film buff while
growing up just north of Boston, he did dream of
being an artist—but his parents believed his math
skills would be put to better use as an engineer.

After graduating from prep school, Messina settled on a com-
promise of sorts and enrolled in the Architecture college. “By
about my fourth year, I convinced myself that I was not going to
be an architect. I actually failed a semester of design because I
decided I was going to be an actor,” he says with a laugh.
Although he did appear in a production at Risley Hall, he also
managed to earn his degree.

After graduation, he took a job as a private investigator—
even tailing people while investigating divorce and worker’s

A good bet: Messina designed
a lavish, multi-tiered working
casino for Soderbergh’s
Ocean’s Thirteen.
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comp cases. He then worked as a carpenter on an exhibit at the
Boston Center for the Arts, and later as the center’s liaison to
architects and developers. Finally, the phone rang with the kind
of life-altering offer more commonly found on the big screen. A
production designer needed some help on Mermaids, a movie
filming in Boston. The comedy-drama followed the adventures
of a single mother (Cher, in her first role after winning an Oscar
for Moonstruck) and her daughters (Winona Ryder and
Christina Ricci) in the early Sixties. Messina was hired to make
a few models and wound up designing much of the period set.
“It fell into my lap,” he says. “I didn’t even know this kind of
job existed. But I got paid well, and I thought, Wow, I want to
do this.” 

Creative partners: Messina (right) with
frequent collaborator Soderbergh

For Ocean’s
Thirteen, Messina
had to construct a
casino that was
‘beautiful, but in a
mad way.’ Says
Messina: ‘In architec-
ture, you can do a
pretty great building
for $15 million, but it
was amazing how
quickly it went.’

PROVIDED BY PHILIP MESSINA 
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After a few more years in Boston—designing sets for movies
like School Ties and Housesitter—Messina married his longtime
girlfriend, Kristen Toscano ’89, and they moved to Los Angeles.
(A set decorator who studied at Cornell for a semester before
transferring to the School of the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston,
Toscano has collaborated on all the films that Messina has
designed—except for The Last Airbender, because she is focus-
ing her attention on their first child, son Luca, born last July.
“One of the most difficult things about working for my husband
and best friend,” she says, “is not being able to go home at the
end of a difficult day and vent about my boss.”)

Messina served as an art director on ten movies—from Ed
and His Dead Mother to Shyamalan’s The Sixth Sense—before
finally earning screen credit as production designer on Soder-
bergh’s Erin Brockovich. He and Soderbergh have collaborated
on seven films since, including Traffic (for which Soderbergh won
a Best Director Oscar) and all three Ocean’s movies. All have
required lengthy commitments, but Messina notes that—com-
pared with the field in which he earned his degree—film offers
near-instant gratification. “The time frame on architecture is
years. Usually, you can be in and out of a movie in six months,
starting with an empty stage and ending with an empty stage,”

says Messina, who has also designed TV commercials for clients
ranging from Mercedes to match.com.

Messina approaches each project primarily as an
artist, but also as an accountant. He starts by
reading the screenplay several times and gather-
ing images that supplement the storytelling—

photographs, paintings, anything to capture the mood and aes-
thetic of the film. But his biggest decision, made with the director
and producers, concerns where to shoot the movie. Should the
sets be built on a soundstage, shot on location, or both? This is
determined by a number of factors, including the budget, the
shooting schedule, and the script itself. For instance, thirty-two
pages of the Erin Brockovich screenplay—nearly one-fourth of
the movie—were scripted to take place in a law office, so
Messina constructed it on a soundstage so he could better con-
trol the environment.

When selecting a location, Messina has to ask himself the
obvious questions about whether it will work visually and finan-
cially. But there are also countless smaller issues. Is the location
too noisy for dialogue? Is there sufficient access for trucks and

Designing worlds: Messina created a painstak-
ingly detailed law office for Erin Brockovich
(below) and a space station for Solaris (below
right). Above right: Messina convinced 8 Mile
director Curtis Hanson to set a climactic rap
battle in a decaying theater.

JERSEY FILMS
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year-old movie house that had been gutted, its main hall and
lobby converted into a remarkably ornate yet decaying parking
structure. He told Hanson, “I don’t know what this could be
used for, but you have to see it.” Hanson wound up rewriting a
key scene—a spontaneous rap battle in which Eminem’s charac-
ter first demonstrates his skills—to fit the location.

Occasionally, a design element that Messina liked but was
unable to use in one movie will find its way into another. For
The Last Airbender it was a nearly forgotten piece of set dress-
ing that became an inspiration. Charged with creating the air

temples—ethereal castles on mountaintops—Messina couldn’t
come up with a suitable design. He knew he wanted a hint of
Tibetan architecture in the building, but he went through several
iterations, none of which satisfied Shyamalan. “We talked about
the nature of it, what it should evoke, the philosophy of the peo-
ple behind it,” says Messina. “Their element is air. How does air
translate into a building? You can go fifty different ways with
it.” But then one of Messina’s assistants found a photograph of
an unused prop—an exotic-looking lamp that was originally sup-
posed to be part of the quasi-Asian-themed casino lobby in
Ocean’s Thirteen. Messina used it as a starting point for his
design, and an air temple was born. “It’s interesting that the same
piece of research could be used in the lobby of a modern build-
ing or in something that’s supposed to be thousands of years
old,” he says. “That’s the fun of what we do.”

Messina’s philosophy is that the big picture can be influenced
by the smallest details. One of the final scenes of Erin Brock-
ovich shows the title character’s boss (Albert Finney) talking on
the phone, triumphant after winning an enormous lawsuit. With-
out telling the actor or director, Messina printed a mock issue of
a legal magazine—with Finney’s character smiling on the cover—
and placed it on the office desk. Soderbergh loved it and wound
up starting the scene with a close-up of the cover, complete with
the headline GOLIATH BEWARE. “It’s fantastic when you have
that kind of direct effect,” Messina says. “The more detail you
bring into it, the more fully fleshed out it is. Half the time the
camera doesn’t even see that stuff, but the day the camera lands
on that one piece, you want to have the right thing there.” 

Messina even went so far as to affix a fake mailing label to
the magazine, the kind of detail he often adds to inject another
layer of realism. When a scene is filmed in a bedroom or kitchen,
he will sometimes fill the closets or refrigerator with the kind of
items that the character would have there—just in case, says
Messina, “the actor suddenly wants to open a cabinet.” 

Brad Herzog ’90 will publish his latest travel memoir in May.
Greek to Me chronicles his Odyssey-themed, cross-country
road trip to Ithaca for his 15th Reunion.

The opening scenes of
The Last Airbender
take place on a vast
ice plain—so Messina
and a location manager
trekked to Greenland.

c
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trailers? Is there enough room to lay a set of tracks so the cam-
era can be mounted on a moving dolly? Will they be able to con-
trol the lighting? Where’s the sun? 

The opening scenes of The Last Airbender take place on a vast
ice plain. So Messina and a location manager trekked to Green-
land last March and spent nearly a week scouting out a seaside
location, where they planned to construct a tiny village. It met their
visual specifications, but there were other considerations—logis-
tics and contingencies, for instance. The site is located just outside
Greenland’s third-most populous settlement, Ilulissat, making
transportation more practical in a place where most people travel
by dog sled, boat, or helicopter. And the city has an athletic facil-
ity, where Messina plans to construct the interior of an igloo in
case bad weather forces them to cut short their use of the outdoor
set. The filmmakers want to shoot in Greenland for no more than
two weeks, and any extra time spent reaching the location or wait-
ing for the weather to change would set back the schedule.

But it isn’t always the story that dictates Messina’s locations;
sometimes it’s the other way around. The movie 8 Mile, directed
by Curtis Hanson, features rapper Eminem, but its real star is
Detroit. Messina spent a few weeks scouting the city, and among
the locations he found was the Michigan Theater, a seventy-five-

UNIVERSAL STUDIOS

TWENTIETH CENTURY FOX / FOCUS USA FILMS
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By Beth Saulnier

A novel ‘chain’ system for kidney
donation, pioneered at Weill Cornell, is
giving patients a new chance at lifeThe

Strongest
Link

RICHARD LOBELL
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Be my Valentine: Nina Hubbard embraces Mohammed Islam, who donated a kidney to her son, Evan, on
February 14. Islam’s wife received a kidney from another man—whose wife, in turn, got a kidney from
Cynthia Marshall (above), a California woman who donated as an act of charity.

ynthia Marshall saved
Evan Hubbard’s
life—but she did it
third-hand. On
Valentine’s Day 2008,
the former Marine
sergeant donated a

kidney to someone she’d never met, a Queens
woman named Ana Maria Berdeja. Berdeja’s
husband, who had not been a donor match for
his wife, gave a kidney to Rubina Parvin, a
Long Island City homemaker originally from
Bangladesh. Parvin’s husband, in turn, gave a
kidney to five-year-old Evan, who had been
severely ill for most of his young life. “Cindy
Marshall is the best—God bless her,” says
Mohammed Islam, Parvin’s husband and Evan’s
donor. “Without her, we could not do any of
this. Donating is a wonderful thing. I under-
stand how people suffer, because my wife suf-
fered so much.”

It’s called a Never Ending Altruistic Donor (NEAD) chain—
a sophisticated medical take on the bucket brigade, or perhaps
the childhood game of “telephone.” In NEAD, a person willing
to donate a kidney to a stranger begins a chain that, in theory,
is open-ended, with each link representing a life saved. NewYork-
Presbyterian Hospital/Weill Cornell Medical Center (NYPH/
WCMC)—along with its nephrology partner, the Rogosin Insti-
tute—was among the first institutions to pursue the chain sys-
tem, and remains one of about a dozen where it’s performed.
“The bottom line is that there are far more people in need of a
kidney transplant than there are organs available,” says Sandip
Kapur, MD ’90, chief of transplant surgery at NYPH/WCMC
and a professor of surgery at Weill Cornell. “In the past few
years, we’ve tried to explore all options for transplants to go for-
ward, and the exchange-type transplant is one example of that.”

With more than 75,000 Americans awaiting kidney trans-
plants, physician-scientists have been exploring new ways to
make more organs available—for example, using immune ther-
apy to precondition a recipient’s body to accept an organ it might
otherwise reject, and developing guidelines that allow organs to
be harvested after cardiac death as well as brain death. NEAD
is another weapon in that arsenal, addressing a fundamental fact
of organ donation: while many people languish on waiting lists,
a significant portion of them have a willing donor who is not a
medical match. NEAD allows such donors, in effect, to rescue

C their loved ones by proxy. “It’s awesome,” Evan’s mother, Nina
Hubbard, says of the chain concept. “By giving a kidney, you’re
saving a life and making the world a better place. Some people
I’ve spoken to outside the hospital hesitate because you have to
donate a kidney but it’s not going to go to your loved one. But
that’s something nobody should be afraid of because, in a sense,
you’re saving your loved one—you’re just doing it through some-
one else.”

Sometimes the donations are done in pairs, with two donor-
recipient couples being matched with each other. But if an altru-
istic donor like Marshall steps forward—the rare person who is
willing to donate a kidney to a stranger—it can form the first
link in an open-ended chain. Due to the complexity of matching
several donors and recipients, and the logistics of scheduling
simultaneous operations, each
segment of the chain tends to
comprise no more than three
transplants in a single day.
“Because there was that initial
altruistic donor, a person we
don’t owe a kidney to, there is at
the end a bridge donor, who is a
donor who hasn’t given yet,” says
David Serur, Rogosin’s medical
director and a Weill Cornell pro-
fessor of clinical medicine. “There
are four donors and three recipi-
ents, so there is one donor at the
end who will initiate another
cluster of transplants.” 

Marshall first started thinking about donating twelve years
ago, when her husband gave a kidney to his brother, whose own
had failed due to diabetes. A former radio repairwoman in the
Marine Corps, the fifty-one-year-old Marshall now lives in
Twentynine Palms, California, and works as a civilian financial
specialist at the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. “It’s
just something I’ve always wanted to do,” she says of donating.
“Living close to it in the family and seeing how well my brother-
in-law did after the surgery—and he wasn’t expected to live long
on dialysis—was my motivation. I thought if I could do that for
somebody else, and it wasn’t going to physically affect me in the
long run, why wouldn’t I?” 

But back when her husband donated, the idea of altruistic
donation was practically anathema. For one thing, conventional
wisdom held that no one of sound mind would offer a kidney to
a complete stranger. Then, in late 2007, Marshall saw a TV pro-
gram that mentioned the increased acceptance of altruistic
donors. The shift, in part, was due to the fact that the kidney
removal surgery had become much less invasive. Before the
advent of laparoscopic surgery, donation required an operation
called an open nephrectomy, which entailed extensive recovery
time and left patients with a scar vaguely resembling a shark bite.
“The advent of minimally invasive surgery has made the process
of donating a kidney much more palatable,” Kapur says. “It’s
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not associated with the same sort of morbidity that the big open
operation used to have, where it would incapacitate someone and
have him or her in the hospital for ten days and a full three
months of recovery, and it would have a huge impact on their
lives and jobs. Now, using minimally invasive techniques, patients
go home the next day or the day after. Generally if they have a
desk job, they’re back to work in three weeks.”

Like all donors, Marshall underwent a battery of tests to
ensure she was healthy enough to donate. They include blood
tests to evaluate kidney and liver function, imaging to confirm
the existence of two healthy kidneys, and a twenty-four-hour
urine-collection test to see if the kidneys are working well. But
unlike those donating to a close relative, altruis-
tic donors must pass stringent psychological tests
as well. “A mother giving to a child doesn’t usu-
ally need a psychiatrist,” Serur says. “But for
altruistic donors coming out of nowhere, we want
to make sure they’re OK, that they’re not
wacko—and sometimes they are. We want to be
sure that they are doing it for the right reasons.
The social worker has to make sure that they
have a stable support system, that there aren’t any
people in their family who are against this and
could be a cause of stress, that the donor has
access to medical care, and that they have insur-
ance. We want to make sure they have all of that
in place before they go forward.”

One “wrong” reason for donating, of course,
is financial gain; it’s illegal to sell an organ in the
U.S. Other misplaced motives can range from the
odd to the overly idealistic. “Somebody saying, ‘It
would please my mother if I donated’ would be a
wrong reason,” Serur says. “Or, for another
example, ‘I want to bring peace to the world by
donating a kidney.’ These are things that are not
necessarily insane but are a little far-fetched. We want to make
sure they’re doing it for the right reasons; that is, ‘I want to help
somebody’ or ‘I want to be a part of starting a chain and help
more than one person.’ Often, we’ve figured out that those who
are sincere have a history of volunteering parts of their bodies.
They’ve donated blood, platelets, or even bone marrow.”

T
here are, in essence, two tracks for patients
awaiting a kidney: one for those who have a
willing donor, and another for those who must
wait for a cadaveric donor. But a subset of
patients have a willing donor who is not a med-
ical match; for them, transplant swaps—in

which two sets of donors and recipients are paired up—and donor
chains offer a novel solution. However, as in a conventional live
donation, each recipient must bring a donor to the table to par-
ticipate in the process. “We need to make it fair in some way, and
this is an ethical dilemma that we face,” Kapur says. “The other
way to look at it is this: there are a lot of people on the waiting
list who are disadvantaged because they don’t have a donor. But
that would exist whether the chains did or not.”

The living donor track is preferable not only because it cuts wait
time; organs from living donors versus cadavers also last longer, an
average of fifteen years compared to ten. “That’s an important dif-
ference,” says Serur. “If you’re sixty years old and you’re getting a
living kidney, you likely will never need another one. But if it is only
going to last ten years, you’re probably going to need another one.
So not only do living kidneys last longer, but there’s less of a need,
because fewer people will require second kidneys.”

Why do living donor kidneys have 50 percent more
longevity? Part of the answer is timing. Organs from live donors,
which are removed during scheduled surgeries, are generally out
of the body for only thirty minutes before being transplanted.
“When we get a kidney from someone who died, that organ is
outside the body, without a blood supply, for up to twenty-four
hours,” Serur says. “That does do some harm to the kidney. It’s
amazing that it works at all.” Another reason that live-donor
organs last longer is the simple fact that, by definition, the cadav-
eric donor’s body has died, with all the damage that entails.
“Something traumatic has happened to these people,” Serur says.
“It’s usually a stroke, a gunshot wound to the head, or a motor

vehicle accident. That can affect kidney function. But a living
donor organ is coming from a healthy, live person.”

At Rogosin, both sides of the donation equation have their
own nurse-advocate—Marian Charlton for donors, Judith Ham-
bleton for recipients—and the process is kept entirely separate
to ensure there are no conflicts of interest. “As long as I’ve been
here—and I’ve been employed here since 1997—we have always
had separate teams, and that includes a social worker, nurse
coordinator, nephrologist, and surgeon,” Hambleton says. “So,
never the two will meet. That way there is full objectivity.” Ham-
bleton notes that for a variety of reasons, not every person who
comes through the door actually wants to donate. “It’s some-
times an indistinct line. For example, a family member may feel
obligated, but deep down really doesn’t want to, and it’s the job
of the donor team to weed out those people.” Some potential
donors will even confide that although they don’t want to
donate, they feel they have no choice due to family pressure. “If
absolutely necessary,” Hambleton says, “the donor team will give
people a medical out, so they don’t feel external pressure to do
it if their heart isn’t in it.” 

Marshall is a longtime blood donor and has signed up with
the national marrow registry as well. She passed the psychologi-
cal testing easily and was flown to New York at the expense of
the National Kidney Registry, a nonprofit established in 2007 by
a wealthy businessman who tried to donate to his daughter but
was not a medical match. Marshall donated her left kidney on a
Thursday and was discharged Friday evening. A week later, in an
emotionally charged press conference at NYPH/WCMC, she met
her recipient—Berdeja, a fifty-eight-year-old born in Bolivia, who
had been on dialysis for three years and suffers from diabetes,
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Medical team: Surgeons Sandip Kapur (left) and David Serur,
with donor nurse-advocate Marian Charlton
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lupus, and high blood pressure. “It was very special for me to
meet her,” Marshall says. “It was a great experience, and very
strange. There was this little part of me standing over there.”

The same press conference unveiled the other links in the
chain; hospital officials called their names one by one, uniting
donors and recipients amid a flurry of tears. Islam, an observant
Muslim who sells incense on Queensborough Plaza, already had
an inkling of where his organ had gone. “When the surgery was
finished, that night I dreamed that my mother told me, ‘You did
a good thing. You saved somebody’s life. It is a little five-year-
old boy, and God loves you.’” At the press conference, though,
it took a few moments before he realized his name was being
called as Evan’s donor. “When I stood up, Nina hugged me and
cried, cried, cried,” Islam says. “I feel like Evan is my son, like
he is part of my body. Yes, he is part of my body.”

Marshall stayed in New York for ten days for follow-up care
before going home to California. The scars from three nickel-
sized incisions where the guiding instruments were inserted have
faded to almost nothing, she says, and the longer one where the
kidney was removed is barely noticeable. She doesn’t need to take
any special medications or alter her diet; all in all, she says, giv-
ing up a kidney hasn’t affected her in any meaningful way. “They
just told me I can’t kickbox or play football—but that wasn’t a
problem because I never did them,” Marshall says with a laugh.
“They don’t want you to injure the remaining kidney, so if I
engage in sports I have to wear sufficient padding.” Marshall
calls the donation “one of the best decisions I’ve ever made,”
which Charlton says is a common sentiment among donors. “We
see most people at a couple of months post-op, at six months, a
year, and I always ask that question: ‘Any regrets?’ And I have
yet to have anyone say that they regret doing it, even if the recip-
ient isn’t doing so well.”

Marshall was at one end of the Valentine’s Day transplant
chain; at the other was little Evan Hubbard. Evan had been ill for

nearly four years—ever since the morning when, at eighteen
months, his mother glanced down into his crib and noticed that
something was wrong. “He looked swollen, like his legs were big-
ger,” says Nina Hubbard. “I said maybe it’s allergies, because I
have bad allergies and his dad has food allergies. We thought we
could give him a little Benadryl and it would go away. But the next
morning when we woke up he was heavy. When I went to pick
him up out of his crib, I had to use more strength than normal.”

They brought the boy to his pediatrician, and eventually to
a specialist who diagnosed nephrotic syndrome. The intervening
years were a blur of medications, doctor visits, and rounds of at-
home peritoneal dialysis before physicians decided he needed a
transplant. “When it came time for Evan to receive his kidney
transplant, my husband and I said, ‘One of us will give it to him
and we’ll be OK,’” Hubbard says. “But we found out we were
not a match, and of course we were devastated. I stopped breath-
ing. I had to regroup. Because as a mom and dad you want to
be able to help your child, and we were not able to help him.” 

Since receiving Islam’s kidney, Evan has made a strong recov-
ery; he attends first grade at the East Village Community School
in Manhattan, and on October 16 he celebrated his sixth birth-
day. “Evan has much more energy than he did before,” says
Hubbard. “He’s still on medication, but not as much, and he’s
not swelling at all, no diarrhea, no vomiting, no fever. Now he’s
jumping around, he’s happier. He’s very active. He tells me,
‘Mommy, I’m not sick anymore. I feel good.’ And that’s what I
live on now.” 

In May, Evan’s father—a longtime billing clerk at NYPH/
WCMC—donated a kidney to a Queens man whose brother, in
turn, gave one to a Connecticut woman; her husband will be the
initial donor for the next group of transplants. “My husband was
able to donate to Evan in a roundabout way, because the next
person received a kidney,” Hubbard says. “And God forbid,
down the line, if he needs another transplant, I will do it.”

NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital/Weill Cornell Medical Center has long been in
the vanguard of kidney transplantation. The first such surgery in New York
State was performed there in 1963, and the program has since grown to
be one of the biggest and busiest in the country, doing more than 225
transplants a year; in summer 2007, NYPH/WCMC and its nephrology part-

ner, the Rogosin Institute, announced that they had performed their 3,000th transplant.
“Transplant in itself is not a very old field in medicine,” says Sandip Kapur, MD ’90, the hospi-
tal’s chief of transplant surgery. “The first successful transplant was only in 1954. During that
time period there were a number of years where the results weren’t great, and they only got
very good in the Nineties.” The national Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network keeps
a running tally of the number of people on waiting lists, available online at www.optn.org/data;
as of late October, about 100,000 people were waiting for organs, 78,000 of them kidneys.

When the first kidney was successfully transplanted in the U.S. a half-century ago—a
donation from one twin brother to another—the odds of surviving a year after a living-donor
transplant were just 10 percent; today that figure is 90 percent. The vastly improved survival
rates are due in part to new generations of anti-rejection drugs, but also to the advent of
minimally invasive surgical techniques that have allowed for more living-donor transplants,
and from a wider variety of donors. “It has allowed us to look at donors much older than we
normally would have,” says Kapur. “We use donors in their seventies now. Before the advent of
minimally invasive surgery, we wouldn’t have even contemplated that.” The new surgical tech-
niques, he says, “have been a major contributor to making living donation more acceptable.
And there’s also been a tremendous amount of media attention about people needing a kidney
transplant, and the fact that the results of transplantation are so excellent.” 

Getting Better
New drugs and
surgeries have 
improved the
odds of survival

c
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Cornellians in Business
Investment/Financial ServicesDishwashers

Real Estate

Restaurants for Sale

Wood Stoves

Entertainment/Event Tickets
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Classifieds

Date fellow graduates and faculty of the Ivies,
Seven Sisters, MIT, Stanford, medical schools and
some others. More than 5,500 members. All ages.

THE RIGHT STUFF
800-988-5288  www.rightstuffdating.com

SMART IS SEXY

Personals
UpscaleMatch.com: For people who enjoy the finer things
in life.

Bracciano with view of Odescalschi Castle and medieval
town. 4 BR, 2.5 baths, including master suite, 3,200-sq.-
ft. villa with attached painter’s studio. Separate, large
sculptor's studio with bath, BR, gallery. $3.7 million.
Margo Hebald ’62. (917) 699-1350; aw211@lafn.org. 

Travel/Tours
NEW ZEALAND—Personalized, flexible, guided travel
groups. Explore. Interact. Enjoy. (800) 206-8322.
www.BlackSheepTouring.co.nz.

Professional Services
Inkwater Press seeks fiction, nonfiction, and poetry
for book publication, royalties. (503) 968-6777,
www.inkwaterpress.com.

Rentals
The Caribbean/Mexico/Central America

ST. JOHN—Elegant, 2 bedrooms, beach nearby, pool,
spectacular view. (508) 668-2078. http://rentalo.com/6595/
beautifullarimar.html.

Europe

PARIS 6th, LEFT BANK—Sunny, furnished 1 BR apt.
overlooking Seine. Also house in St. Barths—best view.
(212) 988-0838.

PARIS, SW FRANCE, PROVENCE—Comfortable apart-
ments, homes, chateaux. www.FrenchHomeRentals.com;
fhr@earthlink.net; (503) 219-9190.

PROVENCE. Delightful five-bedroom stone farmhouse
facing Roman theater. Pool, vineyard. 860-672-6607;
www.frenchfarmhouse.com.

LONDON/CHELSEA—4-bed, 2.5-bath, beautifully fur-
nished, all amenities and conveniences. Sleeps 8. Close to
transportation, shops, restaurants. www.cozyvictorian.com.
(510) 530-8829; cwfoster@comcast.net. 

Real Estate
ARIZONA: Scottsdale, Paradise Valley & Carefree. Rox
Stewart, Princeton ’63, Russ Lyon Sotheby’s International
Realty. (602) 316-6504; E-mail: rox.stewart@russlyon.com. 

ROME, ITALY: Beautifully landscaped, gated 10-acre artists’
estate, 25 miles from central Rome, overlooking Lake
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in this magnificent Cayuga Heights
getaway. Lake views from just about
every room. Designed by noted
architect Leroy P. Burnham. Archi-
tecturally updated kitchen and
bathrooms. Watch the sunset every
night. Garden Tour destination.
Serious inquiries only.

Contact: arg63@cornell.edu or
607.279.3330 for more details.

LIVE FAR ABOVE
CAYUGA’S WATERS
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Big Red World
How International Alumni Contribute to Cornell

By Chuck Schilke, JD ’88

alma
matters
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www.alumni.cornell.edu

alumni unity. For example, Noel
Elman ’99, ME ’00, of the Cor-
nell Club of Israel writes that
they have organized a Cornell
Israel Google group and are in
the process of creating a Face-
book group for young Israeli
alumni. Similarly, Raenna Cran-
bourne ’98 of the Cornell Club
of the Philippines notes that
alumni organize Zinck’s Night
in the Philippines every year.
Like many other international
alumni clubs, the Philippines
club has an annual anniversary
party to commemorate its
founding. And drawing upon
their experience with the Cor-
nell Club of Northern Califor-
nia, Monica Huang, MS ’03,
and Samuel Chen, ME ’02, of
the Cornell Club of Shanghai
created the first international
Cornell Cares Day; they have
also helped to organize visits by
Presidents Emeriti Rhodes and
Rawlings and President Skorton.

Moreover, alumni abroad also
make striking contributions to inter-
national understanding. Elman writes
that Big Red alumni in Israel help Cor-
nell students, faculty, and alumni in
the United States and elsewhere find
information about Israel—and even
connect with those at Cornell who
wish to visit. Elman makes a personal

As the number of international
students at Cornell grows, and
as American students opt for

careers in other countries, the commu-
nity of Big Red alumni abroad increas-
es at the same pace. With Cornell’s
internationalization from Ithaca to
Doha as land-grant university to the
world, our students, faculty, and alum-
ni abroad are playing a more important
role for the University—and for pro-
jecting a positive Big Red image abroad.

Fully involving international grad-
uates in Cornell alumni affairs offers
special opportunities and challenges.
While a Cornell degree is valuable any-
where in the world, beyond Cayuga’s
waters the cohesion of the alumni
body may diminish. Creative efforts
both by alumni abroad and domestic
volunteers are needed to maximize
Cornell’s global impact and improve
alumni solidarity outside the United
States. Those efforts benefit foreign
and domestic alumni alike.

In what ways do international
alumni volunteer for Cornell? Like
U.S. alums, they provide information
to prospective applicants and interview
them through CAAAN, organize guest
speakers and other events, help alum-
ni with career issues, perform com-
munity service, and generally promote
the University. 

But Cornellians abroad make some
distinctive contributions to promoting

November / December 2008
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(continued on page 71)

effort to link Cornell faculty members
to colleagues in Israel. He’s introduced
Engineering college faculty to a research
group at Tel Aviv University’s Engineer-
ing and Exact Sciences School. Alumni
in Shanghai also connect Cornell facul-
ty and others to high schools, univer-
sities, companies, and research centers.

A house in order: Samuel Chen, ME ’02, marks the spot
where CC/Shanghai members met in February to restore
a home for women and orphans in Pudong, Shanghai.

PROVIDED
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Calendar of Events
November 15,2008 – January 15, 2009

For updated information,
call the Office of Alumni Affairs, (607) 255-3517 

or visit us online at
www.alumni.cornell.edu

New York/Ontario 
CAA/Ithaca, Nov. 15—“Holey Cow: The Ins and Outs
of Milk!” Cornell Dairy Bar. This event is appropri-
ate for all ages. Contact Katie Schoenberg, kmn4@
cornell.edu.

CWC/Cortland County, Nov. 18—“Conversations
with Classical Movie Stars,” with Kim Hubbard, lec-
turer in SUNY Cortland’s Department of Performing
Arts, at the home of Marie Spollen, Homer. Contact
Marie Spollen, 607/749-4981.

CC/Rochester, Nov. 24—Cornell-Penn luncheon,
guest speaker TBA, the Inn on Broadway. Contact
Tom Cummings, tom@cummingscreative.com,
585/248-8676.

CC/Rochester, Dec. 1—Phonathon, WXXI Television
Studio, Rochester. Contact Karen Bronson Clark,
kjbclark@juno.com, 585/425-9469.

CWC/Syracuse, Dec. 8—“The Gardens of New
Zealand,” with guest speaker Jim Sollecito, and hol-
iday cookie exchange, at the home of Mary Lou
Dopyera. Contact Janet Fallon, jbf28@cornell.edu.

Johnson Graduate School of Management, Dec.
12—Networking reception, Pettibones Grille, Buffalo,
followed by NHL hockey: Buffalo Sabres vs. Toronto
Maple Leafs, HSBC Arena. Contact Cheron Moore,
cem245@cornell.edu.

CC/Rochester, Dec. 14–19—Holiday Basket Proj-
ect: collection and distribution of nonperishable
food items. Contact Ross Lanzafame, rlanzafame@
hselaw.com, 585/231-1203.

CC/Rochester, Jan. 6—First Tuesday Luncheon.
Contact Jan Surasky, jansur@frontiernet.net, 585/
924-7828.

CC/Rochester, Jan. 10—Founder’s Day luncheon.
Contact Gilbert Chan, gac2@cornell.edu, 585/
272-0734.

CAA/Ithaca, Jan. 10—College of Agriculture and Life
Sciences alumni reception and dinner with a faculty
speaker, followed by men’s hockey vs. Niagara. Con-
tact Tracey Austin, tracey.austin@verizonwireless.com.

CWC/Syracuse, Jan. 12—“What’s The Buzz . . .”: bee-
keeper Eric Krouse presents an overview of bee-
keeping today, at the home of Grace Clancy. Contact
Emily Olsenwick, scottems11@yahoo.com.

CAA/Central New York, Jan. 13—Reception for Cor-
nell applicants, co-sponsored by CWC/Syracuse,
Bellevue Heights United Methodist Church, Syra-
cuse. Contact Jim Miller, jgm27@cornell.edu.

Metro New York 
CC/Fairfield County,Nov. 15—Football vs. Columbia.
Contact Marta Allstadt, marta_allstadt@yahoo.com.

CAA/Westchester, Nov. 15—Football vs. Columbia.
Contact Laura Fratt, 914/723-5108.

CAA/Princeton, Nov. 16—Alumni and parents
brunch, at the home of Dena Friedman. Contact
Dena Friedman, frudena@aol.com, 609/497-0762.

CC/Fairfield County, Nov. 26—Knitting group, fourth
Wednesday of every month. Contact Carrie Makover,
cwm23@cornell.edu, 203/259-5482.

CC/Long Island, Dec. 7—Big Red “Bear Hug” Party,
to benefit Nassau County Medical Center. Contact
Joan Husserl, 516/826-3316.

CAA/Westchester, Dec. 12—Second Friday Lunch
Club, Valhalla Crossing, Valhalla Metro North station.
Contact John Murray, rujomurr@aol.com.

CC/Fairfield County, Dec. 24— Knitting group, fourth
Wednesday of every month. Contact Carrie Makover,
cwm23@cornell.edu, 203/259-5482.

CAA/Princeton, Jan. 3—Cornell Cares Day, to ben-
efit the Crisis Ministry of Princeton’s Trenton Food
Pantry. Contact Debbie Stough, cespa@aol.com,
609/659-8871.

CC/Long Island, Jan. 3—Cornell Cares Day. Contact
Heather Abbott, haa4@cornell.edu, 516/365-3058.

CAA/Westchester, Jan. 3—Cornell Cares Day. Con-
tact Nicole Innis, nsi2@cornell.edu.

CAA/Westchester, Jan. 9—Second Friday Lunch
Club, Valhalla Crossing, Valhalla Metro North station.
Contact John Murray, rujomurr@aol.com.

Northeast 
CC/Vermont, Dec. 6—Holiday scholarship party and
celebration.Contact Alexandra Tursi,ant9@cornell.edu.

CC/Cape Cod, Dec. 9—Holiday Dinner, Chatham
Wayside Inn, Chatham. Contact Susan Jaye Gutier-
rez, sjg57@cornell.edu, 508/255-9156.

Northeast Regional Office, Dec. 11—Young alumni
gathering, Cask ’n Flagon, Kenmore Square, Boston.
Contact Northeast Regional Office, 617/557-4168.

CC/Berkshires, Dec. 14—Book review and pot luck,
at the home of Michael and Joan Ury. Contact Hilda
Levine, hildaandmarty@aol.com.

CC/Boston, Jan. 10—Ninth Annual Cornell Cares
Day. Contact Jens Kullmann, jtk2@cornell.edu.

Mid-Atlantic 
CC/Washington, Nov. 21—Men’s hockey vs. Harvard.
Contact Josh Novikoff, joshua.novikoff@gmail.com.

CC/Washington, Dec. 9—Board meeting, open to
all, Cornell Center, 1339 22nd St. NW, Washington.
Contact Kim Jones, knj2@cornell.edu.

CC/Washington, Dec. 12—Third annual Ivy Holiday
Party, Woman’s National Democratic Club, 1526
New Hampshire Ave. NW,Washington. Contact Steve
Piekarec, spiekare@verizon.net.

CC/Washington, Jan. 10—Cornell Cares Day. Con-
tact Phil Collins, philosofr@yahoo.com.

Southeast 
CC/Eastern Florida, Nov. 21—Sherwood Alumni
Concert, Vero Beach. Contact Katherine Bouyea,
key3@cornell.edu.

CC/Gold Coast, Nov. 22—Football vs. Penn, tele-
vised game. Contact Locksley Rhoden, Lrhoden@
theapfirm.com.

CC/Greater Jacksonville, Dec. 4—Jacksonville month-
ly luncheon. Contact Nina Goodwin, goodnina@
aol.com, 904/280-1614.

CC/Greater Jacksonville, Dec. 7—Holiday party, at
the home of Nina and Paul Goodwin. Contact Nina
Goodwin, goodnina@aol.com, 904/280-1614.

CC/Sarasota-Manatee, Dec. 11—Monthly lunch-
eon: Michael Saunders, president of Michael Saun-
ders Corporation, speaks on real estate and the
local economy, Michael’s. Contact Madolyn Dallas,
mmd36@cornell.edu, 941/379-9465.

CC/Greater Jacksonville, Jan. 8—Jacksonville month-
ly luncheon. Contact Nina Goodwin, goodnina@
aol.com, 904/280-1614.

CC/Emerald Coast, Jan. 9—Board meeting, First
Presbyterian Church library, Pensacola. Contact
James Brady, jab24@cornell.edu, 850/456-5083.

CC/Sarasota-Manatee, Jan. 14—Scholarship
luncheon honoring CALS Dean Susan Henry.
Contact Madolyn Dallas, mmd36@cornell.edu,
941/379-9465.

Western 
CC/Los Angeles, Nov. 15—Blue Note in Palos
Verdes: scholarship benefit, at the home of John
Scarpulla and Allyson Yarbrough, Palos Verdes. Con-
tact Richard Stearns, Richard@rstearns.com.

CC/Los Angeles, Nov. 15—Harvest in Ithaca Returns
to Santa Monica: scholarship benefit, at the home
of Richard Stearns and Elizabeth Gelfand Stearns.
Contact Richard Stearns, Richard@rstearns.com.

CC/Los Angeles, Nov. 15—New American in Old
Hollywood: scholarship benefit, at the home of
Allison Ceppi. Contact Richard Stearns, Richard@
rstearns.com.

CAA/Northern California, Dec. 7—NFL football:
New York Jets vs. San Francisco 49ers, Candlestick
Park. Contact Heather Madland, heather.madland@
cit.com.

CAA/Northern California, Jan. 3—Cornell Cares
Day, to benefit San Francisco Food Bank. Contact
Heather Madland, heather.madland@cit.com.

CAA/Northern California, Jan. 4—PCCW Alumnae
Networking Brunch. Contact Heather Madland,
heather.madland@cit.com.

International 
CC/Japan, Dec. 6—American holiday dinner, Tokyo.
Contact Chiaki Tanuma, hisyog@greenhouse.co.jp.

School of Hotel Administration, Dec. 15—Cornell
Hotel Society’s Tokyo Chapter hosts a dinner and
reception to welcome Dean Michael Johnson,
Waseda University, Tokyo, Japan. Contact Yuji Yam-
aguchi, yay4@cornell.edu, 81+460-22210.
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Cranbourne notes that the limited
scholarship opportunities for interna-
tional students greatly concern alumni
abroad. To address this issue, she led
the Cornell Hotel Society’s Philippines
Chapter in organizing the CHS Asia Pa-
cific meeting last year, a four-day con-
ference on Boracay, an island south of
Manila, that raised funds for a scholar-
ship to the Hotel school. Huang and
Chen note, however, that setting up a
nonprofit in the United States is easier
than in Shanghai.

Reciprocally, Big Red alumni abroad
also draw upon American alumni as
sources of support. Cranbourne notes
that her club has asked Filipino alums
living in the United States to support
the club’s Habitat for Humanity work
in the Philippines.

International alumni agree that
travel should play a greater role in sus-
taining relationships between them and
their U.S.-based classmates. Elman
suggests Israeli alums take annual trips
to Ithaca to inform those at the Uni-
versity about current events in Israel.
In the opposite direction, Cranbourne

(continued from page 69)

suggests that Cornell alumni from the
United States and elsewhere organize
“voluntourism,” in which alumni visit
a country such as the Philippines and
perform community service and out-
reach, particularly collaborative projects
that bring together students and alum-
ni. Similarly, Shanghai alumni are ea-
ger to host forums to showcase Cornell
and to collaborate with the University
in hosting international events that rec-
ognize foreign and expatriate alumni.

Elman emphasizes that he is par-
ticularly interested in promoting Cor-
nell because of its unique vision for
comprehensive and global education.
“My experience at Cornell as an un-
dergraduate and graduate student
helped me to cultivate and foster my
ideas about promoting this global mis-
sion,” he says. The University and its
alumni volunteers abroad are increas-
ingly enhancing that vision. 

Chuck Schilke, JD ’88, is a former 
director of the Mid-Atlantic Region of
the Cornell Alumni Federation. He is
the associate dean of the Real Estate
Program at Georgetown University. 

Facelift: Vincent Wong ’07 paints a windowsill
after Cornellians scraped off old wallpaper.
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Class Notes

37 Alice Richards Campbell, Glenna
Vreeland Wilcox, and class pres-
ident Ed Shineman are our most

recent senders of news. In late July, we also
received a letter from Charles and Clarice King of
Absarokee, MT, who had a visit from classmate
Margaret Kincaid Look over the summer.

Alice Campbell, who was a staffmember at a
newspaper for 20 years, reports that her most re-
cent travel was in summer 2007 when she fol-
lowed Route 66 from her home in Illinois to the
West Coast. In addition, she enjoyed a fishing trip
in Illinois with son Bob. Alice has two sons, Bob
and older brother Dick, whose hobbies include
beekeeping and motorhome travel. She also has
seven grandchildren and 23 great-grands—”all
great.” Alice writes, “Don’t know about reunion
four years from now! I am 92, still healthy, walk-
ing without a cane, and reasonably sane . . . but
may not want to travel by then.”

Glenna Wilcox has four children (graduates of
Bucknell, Yale, Hobart, and Beaver), eight grand-
children, and 15 greats. She continues to enjoy
travel, line dancing, “knitting fancy stuff,” and
bridge. She writes, “When I was in my teens, I
made out a list of places I wanted to see and ex-
plore. I have done them all, except Ayers Rock in
Australia and those huge heads of stone on East-
er Island. I have walked on the Great Wall of Chi-
na, roamed around Stonehenge, spent six weeks
in Morocco, and had four visits to France (sum-
mers—I taught French after my husband died in
his early 40s). I’ve also been to Japan, Egypt, In-
dia, Thailand, Hawaii, every European country (ex-
cept Russia), the Canary Islands, South America,
Canada, Mexico, the Virgin Islands, and more . . .
plus almost every state in the US. I like to go
down into places like Luray Caverns, Carlsbad Cav-
erns, and Mammoth Cave, and up into the Empire
State Building (and the Eiffel Tower), Pikes Peak,
etc. Now I am pretty much settled into a winter’s
visit to my daughter’s place in Florida and a sum-
mer’s visit to my son’s place on St. John.”

Ed Shineman, who shared the office of class
president with his late wife Doris (Thompson),
continues with his hobbies of constructing mag-
ic squares, rectangles, and diamonds (www.
eds-magic-squares.com). When he wrote, he was
heading toward 93, so family activities were at
a minimum. Ed has two Cornellian sons, Tom ’65
and Alan ’69, plus six grandchildren (two of
whom are also Cornellians), and three great-
grandchildren.

Lastly, we have the letter from Charles King,
who was thumbing through a copy of Cornell
Alumni Magazine and read about Margaret Kincaid
Look and her “History of the Women of 1937.” He
wrote, “We are close friends of Margaret, and she
even stopped by our house this morning. She lives
in Nye, MT, near the US Palladium Mine. She has
a beautiful house on the Stillwater River, which
flows into the Yellowstone River. My wife met
Margaret when they were in aerobics classes a few
years ago. She let me read her childhood story,
and I also let her read about my life during the
Depression between 1930 and 1940. She used to
write an article for our local paper, entitled ‘Stop,
Look, and Listen.’ She is well known in our area.

Her energy level is a marvel and she entertains her
children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren
at her lovely western home. She had my wife stay
at her apartment in Billings, took her to the
plane at 5:00 a.m., and then picked her up at
11:00 p.m. She even brought her close to home
so I wouldn’t have to drive so far—and I am ten
years younger. She has so many interests, and
still travels many times a year, including vaca-
tion spots taking her family with her. It is such
a pleasure to know a woman of her intellect and
refinement.” Thank you, Charles!

Share your stories, too. Send news and
thoughts to: Class of 1937, c/o Cornell Alum-
ni Magazine, 401 East State St., Suite 301, Itha-
ca, NY 14850. Class Notes Editor e-mail, adr4@
cornell.edu.

c

40 Happy Holiday wishes to all of
you and I hope you’ve had a
good fall. But there’s no news

from you, so there’s no news for you! Please make
a New Year’s resolution that you’ll send in at least
one item in 2009—and if each one of you does,
there will be some news each issue! All best
wishes to all of you for a happy and healthy New
Year! Ellen Ford, 300 Westminster Canterbury
Dr., Apt. 416, Winchester, VA 22603-4278.

c

39 So many of you wrote during
the year that we are still report-
ing on news from early 2008.

Please look for the annual class News and Dues
mailing, which should have arrived this fall, and
send your news in the envelope provided. We look
forward to hearing from you!

Bill Chandler (Annapolis, MD) sends his best
to his classmates. “All is very well with me, and
I hope all ’39ers can say the same thing.” Alice
“Mickey” McFall Zwanzig (Denver, CO) writes, “My
husband died in April 2005, and by the end of Au-
gust I’d signed up for an apartment at the Park-
place retirement community close to downtown
Denver. I’ve been pretty busy since then. During
2007, I visited my sister and her daughter in Cam-
den, ME, in early June, then back to Denver for a
few days before leaving for a week’s cruise to
Alaska on a Holland-America cruise ship—Seattle
to Juneau. I stopped in Victoria, BC, on the way
back—still one of my favorite places! After that
I swore off plane travel—and came down with
shingles! I’m well recovered now, fortunately, be-
cause in a weak moment I agreed to be president
of the Residents Association. When my year is up
in September, I’m swearing off all responsibili-
ties! I’m not too optimistic about getting to re-
union, but we shall see.”

Jane Davison Fast (Lawton, MI) reported on
her children and grandchildren in her 2007 Christ-
mas letter, and we hope to receive another this
year! Photos showed more than a dozen family
members at Thanksgiving. Bob Brown (Lehigh
Acres, FL) is still attending hockey games and en-
joying the wonders of computer technology. “We
talked with and saw grandson Dustin and Nicole
in their home in California just like they were next
door. It certainly was astounding. I hope the
monies contributed by Bill Gates and others fos-
ter these communication skills so that Cornell is a
leader in this science. When I worked, we were us-
ing Hollerith punchcards in sorters to be fed into
wired board printers to produce payrolls. That cer-
tainly was old-fashioned—like me, a 92-year-old
Cornellian who talks with his son Bruce in Australia
like he was next door. Yes, times are changing.”

Class of 1939, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine,
401 East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850.
Class Notes Editor e-mail, adr4@cornell.edu.

c

41 Many thanks to all of you who sent
dues and news about your present
lifestyles. Mary Louise Garmong

Overman checks in from Las Vegas, NV, where she
and Joseph have lived for about nine years. They
miss Delaware, where they lived for 30 years, but
do not miss the snow. Their two daughters and
two sons have prospered and produced six grand-
sons, four of whom have completed college. You
are not alone with walking problems, Mary Louise.
I, too, have some trouble in that area. It is good
to hear from you. Edith Lewis Perman-Allen now
lives in S. Hadley, MA, having moved from
Westchester nine months ago. Her daughter lives
20 minutes away and their retirement communi-
ty takes advantage of the five colleges in the im-
mediate vicinity with concerts, talks, museums,
etc. Edith enjoys bridge and has become a com-
puter geek—congratulations! Husband Henry is
96, but they both enjoy good health.

Mary Munson Benson (Lansing, NY) lives with
husband Clarence in a small apartment in the
community where they farmed for 60 years. They
are visited by their five children and spouses, 16
grandchildren, and 16 great-grandchildren and es-
pecially enjoy sitting at home and hearing of near-
by happenings at Cornell. It sounds like an idyllic
existence to me, Mary, and you are both lucky to
have family and friends nearby. Do I recall cor-
rectly that one of your sons took over your farm?

A nice long letter came from our reunion co-
chair Allene Cushing Knibloe (Sarasota, FL). Al-
lene is blessed with longevity genes, which is
reassuring as our 70th Reunion approaches. She
is keeping up with most of her activities—golf,
bridge, garden club, and reading. Her current proj-
ect is an educational exhibit for the Sarasota Gar-
den Club’s Flower Show on “Bulbs in Florida.” She
misses the northern “Dutch” bulbs, which cannot
be “forced” without a lengthy cool period. Allene
and Wells will spend five months near Buffalo in
Canada, near four children and one grandchild.

Isabelle “Peachy” Richards McDermid (Center-
ville, OH), blessed with an optimistic outlook on
life, received her nickname from her late husband
and it stuck. She reports a quiet life now, pursu-
ing her arid-land plant and wild bird hobbies. Her
cottage is surrounded with birds and bird feeders,
which she stocks along with tossing out shelled
corn for the wild ducks. Peachy has one duck that
lost a leg and comes to her back patio, winter
and summer. When Peachy has time from these
hobbies she dives into mysteries and numerous
magazines. Her health is “stable.” Thanks for
sharing the details of your active lifestyle, Peachy.
May we all be blessed with a peaceful Christmas
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2008, with hopes and dreams for 2009. Shirley
Richards Sargent Darmer, 20 Haddington Lane,
Delmar, NY 12054; e-mail, kid12054@aol.com.

c Lynn Timmerman e-mailed that he and Hel-
en celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary by
taking a three-week cruise from Seattle through
the Panama Canal to Ft. Lauderdale with two oth-
er couples. How great is that? I would love to
have seen them when they came through Seat-
tle, but even a 30-mile bus trip is a great effort.
Congratulations to you, Lynn.

Check out the story on Harry Edwards, PhD
’73, in the July/August issue of the alumni maga-
zine. It’s an excellent article and covers the subject
well. As a California licensed teacher, I took his so-
ciology course at San Jose State in 1968 and was
astounded by his remarks regarding the Olympics
and many other subjects. He inspired Tommie
Smith and John Carlos, the SJS track athletes who
won medals in the 200-meter race in Mexico, to
raise their black-gloved hands in protest on the
award stand, an act that didn’t help the US. In his
class, we witnessed so many surprising things (in-
cluding the track athletes) that sometimes it was
SRO for the lectures. Also when I took the plane
to go to that spring’s swimming nationals, he was
aboard going to Martin Luther King Jr.’s funeral,
even though he had criticized King many times in
class because he never led protestors’ marches. No
other class I ever took was like Prof. Edwards’s. A
recent L.A. Times article says that such actions by
athletes would be unthinkable today in Beijing.
And China isn’t allowing protests of any kind.

Donald, MD ’45, and Madelaine Ring Kent
’45 (Palm Beach Gardens, FL; dsk5169@aol.com)
had an eye-opening trip to Southeast Asia, main-
ly Vietnam and Thailand. They cruised the China
Sea from Hong Kong, visiting Hanoi and Saigon
and many other cities, and when they got home,
they needed a week to get over their jet lag.
“The world is changing and rapidly so.” This we
can easily see in Beijing also. Harvey and Elaine
Hoffman Luppescu (Atlantis, FL) participated in
Cornell’s Shaw Festival with the Adult University
Study Tour in 2007.

Eleanor Santalucia O’Dea (Kirkland, NY) is a
grandmother who likes to prune her orchard and
nut grove. She fondly remembers her inspiring agri-
cultural professors and feels abundantly blessed.
Chris Haller, DVM ’42 (Sun City, FL) says, “I keep
moving and smiling, and consume fruit, veggies,
and fish.” He asks if they still make 2-inch T-
bones. He remarried Trudy and says, “I feel like I’m
80 again.” Ruth Simes Morgan (Bonita Springs FL;
crmorg3813733@aol.com) says her present day
job is “getting up . . . going to bed.” But she also
plays golf and bridge and enjoys making stained-
glass pieces. She is even collecting ruby-stained
pattern glass via eBay. She notes that our class
officers have been voted in “in perpetuity!” So I
guess you’ll be hearing from me for a while.

Margory Schminck Dalenius (Providence, RI)
is an art gallery assistant and enjoys yoga, bon-
sai, and sculpture. She remembers fondly all her
friends at Cornell and would love to hear from
them. Annette Fox Levitt (New York, NY) is proud
of her granddaughter Emily, who is a resident at
Weill Cornell Medical Hospital and married to a
fellow resident. Annette remembers fondly her
professors: namely, Lane Cooper, William Sale, and
Harry Caplan ’16, PhD ’21. Ellen Friedman Doug-
las (Long Island City, NY) is retired and has sup-
ported alumni activities for more than 60 years.
She is proud of her Cornell family: oldest son Dr.
Peter Douglas ’67, younger son Dr. Allen Douglas
’70, and granddaughter Jessica Douglas ’01.

Sadly, Gordon Kiddoo (Hilton Head Island, SC)
writes that Frederick “Duke” Shelley (Arlington,

MA) passed away in August. Gordon states: “I am
sorry to tell you that Duke had been ill in a nurs-
ing home in Danvers, near Boston, for a long
while.  His daughter Mary and son Peter were with
him when he passed away. He had requested cre-
mation and scattering of his ashes in the Atlantic.”
Duke was most active during his years at Cornell.
Our regrets to all the family.  Everyone will miss
his presence. Regretfully, Charles Clark Dugan has
also passed away. He served in the US Air Force
and the medical profession with distinction. He
was admired and will be greatly missed.

I am pleased so many are e-mailing, writing,
and even calling. Makes for such a good feeling.

Carolyn Evans Finneran, 8815 46th St. NW,
Gig Harbor, WA 98335; e-mail, carolynfinn@
comcast.net.

c

After the California news, which we did last
time, the most ’41 men’s reports are from guys
in Florida, so let’s talk about them first. Two,
Morris Povar, DVM ’44, Boca Raton, and Edwin
Stabins, MD ’44, Longboat Key, merely report that
they are happily retired with their wives—no
small thing at this point in our lives! Werner
Schroeder, Lake Alfred, says, “I enjoy yard work,
bass fishing, and two beers a day.” (Bass fishing
should be great where Werner lives; Lake Alfred
is not too far from Lake Okeechobee, the “bass
fishing capital of the world.”)

Jack Weintraub, Sarasota, sends his new
telephone number and e-mail address, which, hap-
pily, are also to be found in the online Cornell
Alumni Directory (https://directory.alumni.cornell.
edu). Finally, responding to the exhortation on
the news form each of us received to “please take
a minute to tell us about yourself,” Hartley Mar-
tin, MS ’54, Lehigh Acres, replies, “Minutes I have
plenty of.” He recently fell and broke his hip, ne-
cessitating a new ball joint. Recovery is painful-
ly slow, but his wife Jane tells him he’s tough
and can do it. Hartley responds, “Well, I’ll try.”
Hartley, we like your spirit!

On to New York State. John Elfvin, Buffalo,
married to Jean Margaret (Pierce) ’43, reports
that he is still a US district judge, but in a “re-
tired status.” John, does that mean that in a
pinch, if we had a shortage of judges or some-
thing, you could be called back to active duty?
Just another example of how great our class is!
Stephen Barnes, Sidney, says he is still getting
around, if mainly locally. He says his 90th birth-
day is near, which has implications for the rest
of us, too. Julian Smith, BS ’42, from Kendal at
Ithaca, reports that he is “still going fairly
strong,” despite using a walker. We would agree—
he celebrated his 89th birthday with lady friend
Laura Connelly on an 11-day Caribbean cruise! He
goes on to say that he has written a new song
that he hoped to present at Reunion 2008 last
June and that he has been singing at various oth-
er venues as well. Julian concludes, “Life is very
good, even if there is not a great deal left.”

We have to agree with Julian—have a good
holiday season and New Year, everyone! War-
ner Lansing, 6065 Verde Trl. S., Apt. G310, Boca
Raton, FL 33433; tel., (561) 487-2008; e-mail,
wlansing@bellsouth.net.

c

42 I am so delighted to tell you
that my granddaughter Ariel
Carolyn Rittenhouse and her

partner placed fourth in the Beijing Olympics in
the three-meter Synchronized Diving event. Her
mother (my daughter Sharon, a ’64 Olympian), her
husband Bob, her son Ivan, and my son Frank and
his wife all attended and got their pictures on TV
many times during the event. You can imagine
how thrilling it was for me to watch. Pres. Liz
Schlamm Eddy (NYC) called me before the event
and was excited also. I hope a lot of you were
watching on NBC. In one of the other class
columns, I noted that Jillian Kearing Wanik ’86
was going to oversee nutrition for US athletes in
Beijing, as she also did in Athens in 2004. That
was reassuring. Ariel said the food was very good.
And Gloria Piccione LaBarbera ’45 (Rockville
Centre, NY) also wrote avidly about Ariel.

43 One recent summer—it was
2007—Lucille Jenks McGown
“enjoyed a Leisure World tour—

a wondrous cruise on the rivers of Europe.” And
Rosemary Williams Wilson (Kingston, RI) allows
that if we promise to print it, she’ll update us on
her travels in this country and Europe with hus-
band Philip ’42, MS ’53. Update away, Rosemary.
Honest Injun.

P.S. You guys should get in touch with Ted
Hankoff in North Miami, FL. His words: “Still tend-
ing to my business, which is arranging posh trav-
el at a discount for deep-pocket clients.”

From Hastings-on-Hudson, NY, John Murray,
JD ’48, confesses to facilitating the Second Fri-
day Lunch Club of the Cornell Alumni Association
of Westchester. Recent menus not revealed, but
we doubt anything was served on a shingle. “Six
months in Cocoa Beach, FL, then Jet Blue to
Syracuse and by auto to six months at the mari-
na in the Thousand Islands. Here at Fisher’s
Landing, NY, I put in time at Ship’s Stores & Bait
Shop. I can still count in dozens!” [Yeah, so can
I. Shirts. Worms I find are best one at a time. Or
not at all.]

The sorry truth is that this curmudgeon takes
no delight in news of OPG (other people’s grand-
children), but DuBois Jenkins (Catskill, NY)
boasts of three currently at Cornell, including
Amanda ’09, who rows on the women’s crew.
Must bring smiles to the face of erstwhile Big Red
oarsman/granddad DuBois. [See p. 121 of the
Compendium; he’s the guy on the left hefting an
about-to-be-launched new shell.]

Elizabeth Kehoe Quinn writes from Syracuse,
NY, that she is promoting pro-life programs. “At
the rate of 3,500 each day,” she asks, “God only
knows how many future Cornellians have been
aborted. For sure we’ve lost many gifted scientists,
musicians, artists.” Pause. “For relaxation: two
cruises and a marvelous week in Woodstock, VT,
with my daughter.” Mary Stahler Cook, also Syra-
cuse: “You ask what I’ve been doing? Paying bills,
balancing checkbook, grocery shopping, cooking,
doing laundry. Does that stuff count?” Sure it
counts! Especially if you want to eat, look neat,
and avoid your local gaoler. Or else, Mary, you can
omit the tumble, but holler on Louise Schall Van
Arsdale, who writes: “After a bad fall, I moved to
Rosewood, a lovely assisted living unit in Nunn,
CO, where I have a nice studio apartment and
three good meals a day. They do all laundry,
cleaning, etc. What a life!” And in yet another
assisted living facility—this one on Maple Street,
Warsaw, NY—you can most days find Howard
Parmelee reading mysteries at the Cloisters.
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Arthur Newman remains active in the Free
Clinic of Cleveland and as medical expert for the
Social Security Administration Court of Appeals.
Which segues to Al Lurie, LLB ’44 (Larchmont,
NY), who tells us he’s still practicing law—”Can’t
seem to get it right,” says he—and announces
the publication by Lexis/Nexis of his updated
treatise on federal income taxation. Best get that
one right, Al, or at least pretty close. We called
Richard Bonser at his new digs in Scarborough,
ME, and asked if he can still make weight for
Allie Wolf’s 150-lb. football team. “Hell, no!” Told
him the limit is now 165 pounds. “I won’t be
suiting up. My scale reads 181 and I had a stroke.
Wish my health were better, but I’m alive. I’d en-
joy hearing from Hank Hood, MD ’51,” as would
we all, as would we all.

From Troy, NY, Ralph Work, MS ’49, writes that
he’s enjoying life at Beechwood’s adult commu-
nity, and thanks Cornell, its professors, and class
time for preparing him for a life in soil science.
“Those great teachers—along with my mother’s
education (Class of 1914) and my father’s profes-
sorship in the department of vegetable crops—
provided inspiration to last a lifetime.” In a similar
vein, this from Bill Taylor of Williamsport, PA: “My
father died during my freshman year, and I fond-
ly remember that crusty ‘Dusty’ Rhodes, PhD ‘14,
dean of the Chemical Engineering school, stepped
in and became like a father to me.” “Since my
stroke,” writes Mary Honor Crowley Rivin (Santa
Fe, NM), “I’ve been reading (Angels and Demons
by Dan Brown, for one), knitting shawls for the
unwell, and making progress on a walker.” [No,
dear reader, she is not knitting a walker. She is ex-
pending great effort in the interest of augment-
ing her independence and her ambulatory mobility,
to put it as simply as possible.]

With sorrow we turn down an empty glass for
Cliff Whitcomb, MBA ’48, a staunch and gener-
ous supporter of our class and our university.
Came the war and, after three years’ service in the
Pacific Theater, he returned to the Hill to teach
economics and become a member of the first class
of the Johnson Graduate School of Management.
A chair in his name has since been established.
Cliff’s professional career was spent with Pruden-
tial Insurance, and in 1982 he was named presi-
dent of its Property and Casualty Co. He was an
esteemed business writer and a debater who did
not always see eye-to-eye with Ralph Nader. Imag-
ine that. S. Miller Harris, P.O. Box 164, Spin-
nerstown, PA 18968; e-mail, olchap@comcast.net. 

c

63rd in May. They winter in Bend, OR, where they
continue to ski, “though not very aggressively
anymore.” Taylor Keller wrote from Pittsford, NY:
“Carola, my WWII trophy German war bride, and
I celebrated our 60th wedding anniversary in
June—revisiting Big Meadow Lodge on Skyline
Drive in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia, the
scene of our honeymoon.” He said the lodge, one
of FDR’s CCC projects, was only eight years old
then. They are proud of kids and grandkids. One
daughter spent three years in the Peace Corps in
Haiti; another daughter returned to Botswana as
leader of a teen group on a world peace program.
Taylor and Carola invite classmates to visit them
in their summer cottage on Canandaigua Lake. 

Carl and Jean Boyd Search ’47 were “just
hanging in there” with a 60th anniversary in

June in Solomons, MD. Lois and Richard Hillman
celebrated a September 60th in August because
of grandchildren’s school schedule. They took ten
family members to Anchorage and Denali, then
on a cruise from Seward to Vancouver and then
on to Northridge, CA. Bud and Nancy Torlinski
Rundell claimed a 61st in June.

Some classmates were still working in June.
Ralph Clemments, MD ’46, has a part-time med-
ical practice and is “loving it,” he said. William
Lane, MNS ’48, was still active with business in-
terests in Central America and Peru. He com-
plained about lack of recognition of heroes in the
sport of crew. “Our freshman 1944 crew won at
Poughkeepsie in June ’41, beating six other crews.
I was coxswain, and at the 60th Reunion I and my
number 5 man, Hank Parker, were honored at the
boathouse, receiving the big C on our white
sweaters.” He said only four sports (football, bas-
ketball, baseball, and crew) received the big C—
all others only a small c. Prof. Howard Evans, PhD
’50, and wife Erica took a CAU group with ten
children to the Galapagos Islands and Grenada.
He taught fish and bird anatomy at the vet school
of St. George’s U. and natural history of Grenada
in the Arts and Sciences school.

Continuing care retirement communities
(CCRCs) are attracting more and more of our class-
mates. Rose Matt was happily reminiscing about
Cornell at Woodlawn in Saratoga Springs and
thanking Art and Dotty Kay Kesten for their class
efforts. Jim and Barbara Cross Naylor were living
comfortably at Shell Point retirement community
in Fort Myers, FL. Robert S. Miller joined a senior
citizens’ group at Kendal at Ithaca in July. Ed and
Cecily Bishop Carman ’46 moved into Cloverwood,
a retirement community in Pittsford, NY, in August.

Peter Miller, MBA ’48, wrote, “Currently serv-
ing a three-year term as a resident member of our
life-care community’s board of directors—gaining
interesting insights to the healthcare industry.”
Ruth Caplan Brunton described a busy life at
Friendship Village in Tempe, AZ: chorus, exercise,
and swimming daily, lectures, concerts, bridge,
community service at nearby schools, teaching

foreigners English (ESL), reading to first graders,
etc. They enjoy visits with four children, eight
grands, and four great-grands.

Cornell Alumni Magazine paid tribute to its
business/general manager (1963-86) Charles
Williams, who died May 19 in Scottsdale, AZ. A
B-25 bomber pilot of 54 missions in the Pacific
in WWII, an editor of two Wall Street investment
periodicals, and class president and reunion chair
before the Kestens, he received many medals for
service with the 38th Bomb Group, 71st
Squadron, Fifth Air Force. Memorial contribution
may be made to the Arizona Wing of the Com-
memorative Air Force, which is restoring a B-25.
Address: 2017 N. Greenfield Rd., Mesa, AZ 85215.
Condolences will reach Barbara at 7717 E. Med-
lock Rd., Scottsdale, AZ 85250.

You’ll be reading this at holiday time. So—
my very best wishes for festive holidays and good
health and much happiness in 2009. Nancy
Torlinski Rundell, 20540 Falcons Landing Circle,
#4404, Sterling, VA 20165.

c‘When I spoke to Pete Verna 
he was munching on homegrown
figs while digging potatoes.’Paul Levine ’46

44 This column is being written on
the eighth day of the eighth
month of the year 2008—the

start of the XXIX Olympiad. A lucky day. So news
of anniversaries seems a good beginning.

Hugh Doerschuk reported from Seattle, WA,
that he and Judy (Wells ’46) celebrated their

45 George Karp, Mamaroneck, NY,
reports that he is Silent Auction
Chair of Food Patch in West-

chester County. He’d like to hear from Fred
Bondi. Serendipitously, Fred Bondi has sent us
his e-mail address: bondifred@gmail.com. He’s
living in Vienna, Austria, and is now retired,
“doing everything and nothing, but keeping
busy.” He looks back on his Cornell years as the
greatest years of his life. 

Tom Buffalow, B Chem E ’48, San Mateo, CA,
retired in 1989, but reviews and signs federal in-
come tax returns, as well as state returns for Cal-
ifornia, Pennsylvania, and Oregon. Of his days at
Cornell he remembers most fondly his time with
Herb Doan and Dusty Rhodes, PhD ’14. He’d like
to hear from Harry Hilleary, B Chem E ’47. Gloria
Marti, NYC, is working in finance, but finds time to
engage in dance, tennis, fitness, platform tennis,
Ping-Pong, travel, theatre, opera, and ballet. She’d
love to hear from Gloria Piccione La Barbera.

Alma Morton Blazic, BA ’44, Cincinnati, OH,
does volunteer work for the American Cancer So-
ciety and enjoys lots of social activities. She says
“I keep busy, which is wonderful at this age.”
Anna Huttar MacDonald, Asheville, NC, volunteers
at the hospital. She is settling into the Givens Es-
tates, a retirement community. She loves to trav-
el and enjoys seeing old friends. Ann Lynch Pape,
Garden City, NY, was widowed in 1994. Her hus-
band Bob was Class of ’43. In 1996 she moved
into a co-op apartment. Daughter Barbara lives in
California; her husband, a history professor at Loy-
ola Marymount U., is the author of Reluctant Rev-
olutionaries, published by Cornell in 1997.
Daughter Mary Beth and husband Gary Silverstein
are also Californians. Daughter Margee and hus-
band Ed live in an ashram in Upstate New York.
Nearby are son Bill and son Robert Jr. and his wife
Lori. Ann says, “I’m busy taking care of myself and
hope to make it to my next reunion.”

Richard Weishaar, MD ’52, Machipongo, VA,
and wife Marie have several residences. For 37
years they have spent January to April in a beach
condo in Key Biscayne. Each November they
move to Marana, AZ, near Tucson. The remainder
of the year is spent on the Chesapeake’s Eastern
Shore. He says he’s doing what he likes and does-
n’t wish to be doing anything else. He adds, “But
I’ve avoided making any comments that have, in
this column, earned me the label of curmudgeon
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in the past. It wasn’t easy.” Dorothy Scott Boyle,
Whitehouse Station, NJ, is a retired but active
artist. She enjoys reading and gardening and is
overcoming throat cancer. (Our best wishes for a
speedy recovery, Scottie.) Her oldest grandson
was to enter Cornell this fall—a third-generation
family member to attend.

Roy Hughes, The Woodlands, TX, spends
about 60 hours a week managing other people’s
money in the stock market and advising addi-
tional people about their investing for a fee. He
spends family time with three of his four sons
who live nearby, attends lectures at a local com-
munity college, and spends about two to three
hours a week on physical exercise. He’d like to be
visiting long-standing friends, speaking to groups
about the US economy and stock market, meet-
ing new, interesting people, and making par (or
1-over!). He has many fond memories of Cornell
that include making the varsity crew, receiving
“C” sweaters and compliments from coaches and
teammates, and joining “Betas.” He’d like to hear
from teammates and fraternity brothers.

N. Bruce Weir, Glenside, PA, is the caregiver
for his wife, who has been quite ill for several
years. He’d like to be traveling, sailing, and pri-
vate-flying. His Cornell memories center around
its lovely views: the gorges, Cayuga Lake, and
Beebe Lake. He’d like to hear from Charlie White
’46. Phyllis Avery Olin lives in Charlottesville, VA.
A retired school psychologist, she is now a board
member of her retirement community. She enjoys
swimming, concerts, and visiting her five children,
11 grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.
She traveled to India last December with her son
and his wife. What she’d like to be doing is sail-
ing on her daughter’s new boat. Swimming in the
gorge is her fondest memory of Cornell. She’d like
to hear from Thelma Emile Hunter.

John Casazza, Springfield, VA, is an author
and recently completed his seventh book, Forgot-
ten Roots: Electric Power, Profits, Democracy and a
Profession. He’d like to be getting more publicity
for his latest book. (We’ll tell everybody that it’s
listed on Amazon, John.) He remembers most fond-
ly his friends at Cornell and the beauty of the cam-
pus. He’d like to hear from former roommate Calvin
Carver. Mildred Hughes, Jackson Heights, NY, is
retired and enjoys reading, TV, housekeeping, and
seeing friends. She’d like to be skiing, playing golf,
and doing things she gave up due to age. House
parties are her fondest Cornell memory. She’d like
to hear from any Alpha Omicron Pi sorority sisters.

June Maughan Maclure, Mt. Pleasant, SC, en-
joys playing, eating, walking, beaching, reading,
making new friends, sightseeing, and going to
concerts and the theatre. She reports that she is
“enjoying life in a terrific ‘active lifestyle’ com-
munity called Franke-at-Seaside, in a suburb of
historic Charleston, SC.” She plans to travel to
New Zealand, Petra, South Africa, Zanzibar, and
Russia. Walter MacFarland, BCE ’48, and wife Jean
(Gehring) ’49 live in Media, PA, where they have
a three-acre farm and grow vegetables, blueber-
ries, and raspberries. They recently traveled to Tan-
zania, Africa, which Walter describes as “fabulous.”
He urges us to go there as soon as possible and
will listen to no excuses. He’d like to be fishing,
hunting, and golfing. His fondest Cornell memory
is meeting his future wife after WWII. He’d like
to hear from Sandy Whitwell, BS ’44. Julie
Kamerer Snell, 3154 Gracefield Rd., Apt. 111, Sil-
ver Spring, MD 20904; e-mail, julie.snell@verizon.
net; Robert Frankenfeld, 6291 E. Bixby Hill Rd.,
Long Beach, CA 90815; e-mail, betbobf@aol.com.

c

46 Do you remember when we were
the newest class in the Alumni
News? That was 62 years ago. In

the July 2008 issue, I counted 35 pages in the
Class Notes section—with our write-up on page
four. I also found eight pages of Alumni Deaths
with ten members of our class listed. We are slowly
approaching the beginning of the magazine. Then
I went on to more pleasant facts: I found us rep-
resented on the Legacies list, too. Helen Orten-
berg Abram’s grandchild, as well as Sandford
Klion and Brendan O’Hara’s grandchildren, were
listed as third-generation Cornellians, with Ray
Hunicke’s grandchild as second-generation. So
our influence is still being felt.

I talked to Pat Kinne Paolella (Lakewood,
NJ) on July 4. She was expecting her 14-year-old
grandson to visit from Mexico. Her 9-year-old
twin grandchildren live in Florida. Do any of you
have any younger grandchildren? Let me hear
from you. Maybe we’ll still have more names to
add to the Legacy list in the future. We still have
classmates young enough and healthy enough to
attend CAU. I just received news that Bernard
and Muriel Sheerr Kaplan (N. Palm Beach, FL)
attended the Shaw Festival program. How about
sending me some news about your family?

I also looked ahead at Tomorrowland—the
Cornell Master Plan on the July 2008 magazine
cover and on pages 44-51. I couldn’t find Gold-
win Smith Hall, my old stamping grounds. Every-
thing was covered by new building after new
building; it was no longer MY Cornell. Where had
the open spaces gone?

Enough ramblings of an 84-year-old. Let me
wish you an early Happy Thanksgiving and a Mer-
ry Christmas. In early November, we will be elect-
ing a new President. May God bless him and guide
him as he leads our country into a bright new fu-
ture. I only hope I vote for the best man to lead
us. Call or write soon. Elinor Baier Kennedy,
9 Reading Dr., Apt. 302, Wernersville, PA 19565;
tel., (610) 927-8777. 

c

Haven’s elegant Woodbridge Country Club, the site
of the bat mitzvah reception, was memorable.
Jose: “Come sta?” Paul: “Bene, grazia!” J: “Como
está usted?” P: “Bien, gracias!” J: “Sprechen
Deutsch?” P: “Un bistien.” J: “Sholom Aleichem.”
P: “Aleichem Sholom,” after which rite and high
fives, Jose accepted my car and car keys.

Remember, if you have scrapbooks, diaries,
letters, photographs, or mementos from the 1940s
at Cornell, send them to Elaine Engst, Director
and University Archivist at: Carl A. Kroch Library,
Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 14853-5302; tel.,
(607) 255-3530; fax, (607) 255-9524. Your sur-
vivors might very well toss out such materials,
but the university might very well want to dis-
play them. It’s better and more ecological to di-
rect them to the university now. Elaine advises
they have lots of material from the really early
days, but very little from the 1940s.

TO PUBLISH YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS, e-mail
me. Include your name, city, and state of resi-
dence. Send news to: Paul Levine, 31 Chicory
Lane, San Carlos, CA 94070; tel., (650) 592-5273;
e-mail, pblevine@juno.com. Class website,
http://classof46.alumni.cornell.edu. 
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John Eckerson (Akron, NY) fondly remembers
courting Joanne Skinner at the Alpha Omicron
Pi House. Her sorority sisters gave them lots of
space while making John feel very welcome at
AOPi. Their union produced three children and ten
grandchildren. Unfortunately, Joanne died in 1999
and never knew her seven great-grandchildren
plus an eighth due in January. John’s career was
in education, where he retired as Akron High
School principal. Joanne became a librarian.
John, for many years, was town historian. Daugh-
ter Nancy succeeded him in that role, which was
unusual enough to rate an illustrated, feature ar-
ticle in the Buffalo News. John gifted his Harley
Electra-Glide motorcycle to son Steven, who rides
it to work in Pittsburgh. Thus, Steven has a very
stylish, ecological commute and the Harley has
a caring owner.

Peter Verna, MS ’48 (Charlotte, NC; pvernajr@
carolina.rr.com) reports that his 22-story condo-
minium project is on schedule and should be
ready for occupancy in spring 2009. He and Anne
had a marvelous Cornell-sponsored trip to Sicily
and Rome. They continue to garden organically.
When I spoke to Pete, he was munching on home-
grown figs while digging potatoes.

Paul (San Carlos, CA; pblevine@juno.com)
and Lois Levine had a great trip in April to a bat
mitzvah in Connecticut and to the New Orleans
French Quarter Music Festival Elderhostel. The ex-
change with “Jose,” who ran valet parking at New

47 As I write in mid-August, the
days are getting shorter and the
light anticipates fall. For you,

autumn is pumpkins and falling leaves. Another
Cornell term has started with roughly 3,000 fresh-
men chosen from over 33,000 applicants. Cele-
bration news: Our classmate Martha Rausch Ohaus
has been honored as a recipient of the Frank H.T.
Rhodes Exemplary Alumni Service Award at a
reception and dinner on September 26. Many con-
gratulations to Martha! Pete, BEE ’46, and Elaine
Drobner Schwarz and I will attend the ceremony
and share her joy in person.

Edward, BArch ’49, and Joan Dall Patton,
BArch ’47 (patton212@aol.com) have lived in the
heart of the California wine country for 20 years.
Before moving to Sonoma, they lived in the San
Francisco Bay Area. Their travels have included
trips to Spain and cruises to Sweden, Germany,
Turkey, Greece, and the Greek islands. Their two
children are in the West, so trips now are closer
to home. Their son and his wife and 5-year-old
daughter are in Chico, CA, and their daughter is
in Ashland, OR. Joan fondly remembers the chimes
playing the “Evening Song,” especially after a
snowfall when the campus was absolutely quiet.
Two more Sonoma County residents are Joel ’44
and Henrietta Pantel Hillman, who moved from
New Jersey and are now sampling the wines. She
travels down memory lane and looks to the future
with hope. She remembers Cornell fondly because
it provided her two Cornell mates.

Helen Tetter Kennedy remembers the very
beautiful campus, the lovely Balch Halls where
she was a president, her lovely Delta Gamma
house where she was house manager, and the
well kept appearance of everything. Helen re-
turned for our 40th Reunion and found much
changed. She saw that the traditional buildings,
Balch Hall and even her DG house, not as well
kept, had lost their charm and made her feel
somewhat sick. Sadly, she vowed never to return
and says her sister Babette Tetter Rutherford ’49
felt the same following her last reunion. Helen
did attend a Cornell Chorus party in Vero last
year. She did not have her usual summer in North
Carolina because Babette is not well and Helen
stayed near her in Florida. 
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Joseph Leeds and wife Florence are living
quietly in an assisted living home and asks, “At
86, where do you think I’m going?” He remembers
fondly “the early morning walks up the hill from
Collegetown on a snowy morning to a beautiful
campus—it’s not there any more!” He and Helen
are of the same mind. James, PhD ’51, and June
Jacobi Gillin ’48, who spend winters in Florida
and summers in Westfield, NJ, reading, sunning,
and eating, have traveled all over the world. James
is glad he met Florence at Cornell. Caroline Wood
(cmwood@netsync.net) is enjoying retirement af-
ter teaching for 33 years. Living in Fredonia in
Western New York, she is now involved in Concord
grape farming, senior citizen trips and activities,
and caring for her pets—dogs and cats. Her fond-
est memory is graduation day! 

Harry Rubin, DVM ’47 (hrubin@berkeley.
edu), a veterinarian, is now a professor emeritus
at UC Berkeley, where he is in the Dept. of Molec-
ular and Cell Biology. He has also been writing ar-
ticles on the cell biology of cancer (see the April
29 issue of Proceedings of the National Academy of
Science, vol. 105, pp. 6215-6221, 2008). He has
a prospective article on suppression and selection
of cancer cells. I know everyone is grateful to all
the people who seek knowledge and possible so-
lutions for cancer. Harry has a grandson who has
been accepted to Cornell and will enter in the fall
of 2009, probably as a Physics major, after a year
in Israel. Harry’s fond memory is of breaking his
ankle in a football game at Baker Field against
Columbia in 1945. Cornell won!

Melvin Zuckerman (adele169@rcn.com) is
still in NYC and tells us only that he is retired
and has health problems. Good wishes. Ray Fox,
PhD ’56, our own Cornell professor emeritus, and
his wife Vera (Hakanson) ’48 are still in their
home in Ithaca, and Ray is caregiver to Vera. His
Cornell connections are still the Cornell Council,
Plantations, the Johnson Museum, and the Dept.
of Horticulture. Ray taught at Cornell for 40 years
and now values his close association with stu-
dents and faculty in the Horticulture department,
as well as providing and managing all of the flo-
ral decorations at commencements for 56 years.
Ray did a wonderful and greatly appreciated job
providing all the floral arrangements for our last
reunion—tables, headquarters, wherever flowers
and plants were needed. 

Stu LaDow says he has sold his Florida home
and is now in Pittsburgh as a full-time north-
erner. He is still active with the Pittsburgh Cor-
nell Club and has not traveled much. He says he
is not getting any younger. Really? He remem-
bers fondly his fraternity get-togethers and
songfests. He and I both remember a tea party
at the Straight where we were asked to pour and
neither of us knew how. 

I wish you all a happy holiday season, a good
winter, and as much good health as possible. I’m
back in the July issue, so I also wish you a fine
spring. Send news for Sylvia. Arlie Williamson
Anderson, 238 Dorchester Rd., Rochester, NY 14610;
e-mail, arlie47@aol.com; Sylvia Kianoff Shain,
653 Primrose Lane, River Vale, NJ 07675; tel.,
(201) 391-1263; e-mail, irashain1@verizon.net. 
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faculty, and twice acted as interim president of the
university. He also taught Folklore and Medieval
Literature. David Fletcher “Davy” Hoy 1891, reg-
istrar and secretary of the Committee on Student
Conduct, was for nearly 40 years the administra-
tive officer of the university who most frequently
and intimately dealt with students (“bad boys”).

Lyrics to “Give My Regards to Davy” were writ-
ten in 1905 by three Beta Theta Pi brothers:
Charles Tourison 1905 and Bill Forbes and W. I.
Umstad, both 1906. Thanks to Carleen Forbes
Skawski, wife of our class president John “Skeeter”
Skawski, EdD ’57, for this scholarly research.

A new song, “Cornell is Singing,” was played
at our 60th Reunion at the 10:30 p.m. “Afterglow”
ice cream socials on Friday and Saturday. The mu-
sic is by Edwin Kilbourne ’42, MD ’44, and lyrics
by our own Sylvia Kilbourne Hosie, MNS ’49. For
those who like to gather around the piano for
group singing, the music, harmonization, and
lyrics are available from Sylvia at 487 Asharoken
Ave., Northport, NY 11708-1174; tel., (631) 757-
0022; or e-mail, jshosie@aol.com.

Helvi Selkee Edmondson, MA ’55, San Rafael,
CA: “Retired. Studying French, sketching, and tak-
ing painting classes, plus hiking group and bird-
ing. Fondest memory is the opportunity to attend
a university as prestigious as Cornell and the op-
portunity to be ‘on my own.’ It was an enormous
growth experience for which I’m ever grateful. Just
returned from a visit to my daughter in Frankfort,
Germany, where she works for BusinessWeek. We
took an excursion to Orvieto, Italy, and Gemenos,
Provence, in France. Would rather be traveling with
my husband Jim, who died in 2005. All activities
are new and intriguing. My biggest problem is
maintaining the energy levels necessary to engage
in all the activities that interest me. Have to eat
healthy, live healthy. Too many pressing world
problems: Iraq, energy, balance between haves
and have-nots, over-population, air, water, and
earth. Hard to decide which is most pressing. So-
lution is for different cultures to work together.
Tough to do when most people are focused on
their own needs, but we have to keep trying. The
meaning of life is creative productivity and con-
tributing to a larger societal group.”

Jacqueline Smith Flournoy, Westport, CT:
“Volunteer at church and Yacht Club, where I’m in
my 25th year as secretary. Fondest memory is Sat-
urday night fraternity parties and my Sigma Kap-
pa friends. Babysat in Baltimore while daughter
and husband were in Shanghai, China, running
the sailing events for the World Special Olympics.
Plan to keep well and enjoy friends and family.
Celebrated my son’s 50th birthday. Granddaugh-
ter played Marian the Librarian in The Music Man.
I took a two-week river cruise from Amsterdam to
Budapest—lovely scenery and pretty cities of Vi-
enna and Budapest. Took Herb Lobdell sailing
last August on the ‘Wednesday Night Race’ so he
could learn more about racing. My problem is
keeping up with boat and house repairs. Solution
is workmen and money! World’s problem is isola-
tion and not respecting others’ views and situa-
tions. Solution is communication!”

Sheldon “Shelley” Joblin, MBA ’48, New York
City: “Residential R.E. Broker and VP, Stribling &
Assoc. Ltd., Manhattan. Still a ‘hot’ market. Went
to Longboat Key, FL, and spent time with Dave
Zuch and Barry Cohen ’47, both fellow Pi Lamb-
da Phi brothers. Lee Rothenberg is now the vice-
mayor of Longboat Key.” John Osborne, Vestal,
NY: “Retired. Now I’m an AARP tax aide. Spend-
ing time with four children, eight grandchildren,

and their spouses. Happy with what I’m doing.
Fondest memory is watching football games in
all sorts of weather. Would like to hear from Art
Heuser ’50.” Jean MacKellar Mortensen, BS Nurs
’49, Beacon, NY: “Square dancing, choir, volun-
teer ambulance corps.”

Leonore “Lee” Harvey Bernard, Miami, FL:
“Painting watercolors and selling them; winning
prizes! Busy dining with friends, going to theatre.
Fondest Cornell memory is the people I knew.
Toured Florence, Siena, Assisi, Rome. Right now,
I’d like to be traveling in France. Plan to see Ar-
gentina, Chile, and Brazil in April ’08. Trips stim-
ulate ideas for painting. Miami watercolor society
awarded me Best in Show for my painting ‘Sa-
vannah Summer,’ and Outstanding Award for ‘Red
Pagoda Dragon.’ Would like to hear from Alpha Phi
sorority sisters. Problems: How to leave Iraq and
when—and global warming. Solution: Start living
like the Asians. Stop wasting fuel, electricity, pa-
per, and food, and stop polluting. I’ve had a very
adventurous, wonderful life. It’s funny, though.
Now that I’ve lived my long life, I do have one
regret. I should have studied architecture. I would
have loved it and done well. I’m fascinated with
styles of architecture, methods of construction,
and materials used. Maybe I should start now!
Sounds wonderful.”

Peter Harriott, Ithaca: “Professor emeritus,
retired from Cornell Chemical Engineering faculty
in 2001 after 48 years teaching. I have been ad-
vocating conservation for decades and taught a
pioneering course on synthetic fuels in the ’70s.
I’m trying to make people aware of the urgency of
global warming. Delivered ’07 Earth Day public lec-
ture on the subject at an Ithaca church. Met wife
Mary Lou in the Adirondack Mountain Club. Mar-
ried 54 years. Five sons: four Cornell Engineers;
one Princeton. Two are now MDs; others are elec-
trical, mechanical, and chemical engineers. I still
come to the office three times a week; deliver
guest lectures in several courses, including the air
pollution class I founded decades ago.”

Carol Schoenbrun Feinman, New York City:
“Public relations consultant; part-time assignments
for Long Island U. and NYC College of Technology.
Sing twice a month at an ‘open mic’ in Greenwich
Village. Still a jazz buff. Fondly remember late
night bridge games at Sigma Delta Tau. Change
party in power, elect Democratic president! Mean-
ing of life? ‘Carpe diem!’“ Norton Dodge, Me-
chanicsville, MD: “With wife Nancy, we look after
our 1,250-acre farm on the Patuxent River, a tidal
tributary of Chesapeake Bay. Fondest Cornell
memory is from 1978, viewing an exhibit of non-
conformist dissident Soviet art attended by
Rostropovich and his orchestra.” Sidney Law, Or-
mond Beach, FL: “Caretaker for wife Betty-Jean
(Wright) ’49, who had a severe stroke in Oct.
2006. We live in a one-bedroom apartment in a
214-apt. retirement facility. Fondest memory is
when she accepted my marriage proposal at Cor-
nell. Most pressing problem is paying the rent,
which includes three meals a day for my wife and
me and all utilities except phone.”

Leon Hammer, MD ’52, Gainesville, FL:
“Teach, write, and consult at the Dragon Rises Col-
lege of Oriental Medicine. Most vivid memory is
the everlasting beauty of the Cornell campus. Busy
working and kayaking. Plan to retire at 85 and
write. The environment is our problem. It requires
awareness and sacrifice. Life is being awake to the
pleasure and the pain and to engage both.”
Bob Persons, 102 Reid Ave., Port Washington, NY
11050; phone and fax, (516) 767-1776.
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48 Thomas Frederick “Tee Fee”
Crane, b. July 12, 1844; d. Dec.
9, 1927(83 years), last surviving

member of Cornell’s original 1867 faculty, was pro-
fessor of Romance languages, dean of the faculty
of Arts and Sciences, and dean of the university
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49 HELP! WEBMASTER NEEDED!
Doris Kershaw Guba, co-chair
of our 60th Reunion (June 4-7,

2009) wrote that Susan Doney of the Alumni
Office helped us create a Web page. The address is
http://classof49.alumni.cornell.edu. The next step
is to have our own webmaster. We need to get
details of our plans out to all classmates, so they
can join in the fun. Please volunteer by contact-
ing Doris at (941) 475-5174; e-mail; ragdkg@
verizon.net, or Ken Murray at (518) 251-3427;
e-mail, ka.murray@frontiernet.net. Thanks!

Joseph Stein was very proud to attend the
graduation of his granddaughter Emily Klubock
’08. “Also filling out the family group was Emily’s
mother Susan Stein Klubock ’79. Three genera-
tions of Cornellians—not bad!” Very good, indeed!

Lots of us are moving. Dorothy Mulhoffer
Solow, after two trips to Siberia (Dec. and Mar.
’08), packed up her worldly possessions and trav-
eled north from Ft. Myers to Crescent, PA. She is
caring for her 2-year-old grandson and has three
other grandsons and three granddaughters. Max
Kraus and wife Lois moved from Philadelphia to
Middlebury, VT, almost five years ago. “We love it
and enjoy biking, downhill and cross-country ski-
ing, and gardening, as well as taking courses at
Middlebury College. Our children and grandchil-
dren are a joy, with one grandson in Berlin on a
Fulbright, one commuting from California to Chi-
na for Apple, and a granddaughter nearby at-
tending Middlebury College.”

The BIG move is to CCRCs (continuing care re-
tirement communities). Martha Merrifield Steen
volunteers in hers—flowers, play-reading, li-
brary—and outside in an Art & Garden Center. She
enjoys entertaining, reading, and travel. Jerry ’51
and Helen Osborne Jenkins are keeping up with
all the activities and responsibilities at theirs.
Helen is chair of the Sunday afternoon Vespers
services and a group that visits assisted living
residents, and also takes a watercolor class once
a week. William Vosseller moved to La Posada,
which when translated means “the resting place”!
They call it their “next-to-last resting place.” His
extracurricular activities are jazz, chess, and as-
tronomy clubs. Dominic Parrone enjoys TV and
movies in his assisted living facility.

Lawrence Smith, MS ’51, and wife Virginia
are in a home in New Mexico. He is trustee emer-
itus for the Whooping Crane Conservation Assoc.,
historian and editor of the 9th Bomb Group His-
tory Book, and an active member of the National
Wildlife Refuge Assoc. Marilyn Thatcher Kreider
also moved into a CCRC. She’s in good health, but
preparing for the future. She plays golf and takes
part in church activities. I plan to move into Free-
dom Pte. next year in the Villages, with my 88-
year-old brother. I may not see much of him,
though. He travels around the US of A playing in
85-90 national tennis tournaments!

Then there are those of us who are still
working! Fann Weiss Markel writes: “Working!
Designing weddings, parties, and charitable
events in NYC, Palm Beach, etc. President of the
‘Floristry’ and VP ‘Bravo Events.’ ” Fann enjoys
painting in watercolors, and remembers decorat-
ing Willard Straight’s large front window for the
holidays. She still has a photo of this project. Bill
Wade does part-time design of citrus irrigation,
using Autocad on the computer. He kayaks and
swims (a Floridian), but is suffering from A.G.E.
(Annoying Geriatric Experiences). Perhaps forget-
ting words you know perfectly well—most an-
noying! They pop up later when it’s too late!

Ted Levine, MA ’50, is still full-time chair of
Development Counselors, a unique firm that helps
places around the world attract investors and vis-
itors. The CEO is son Andy, and 48 staff members
serve 52 clients from Tasmania, Australia, to
Newark, NJ. Ted also does volunteer teaching and
rides his bike 15 miles a day! More time for the
occasional nap would be appreciated! Alfredo
Larin is an architect in San Diego, CA, with a very
impressive list of accomplishments in the US and
Mexico: office buildings, hospitals, shopping cen-
ters, homes, factories, restaurants, and resorts, to
mention a few. He enjoys dancing, writing, trav-
eling, and, of course, architecture.

Curtis R. ter Kuile and wife Elizabeth live
in Hampton Bays, NY. He is retired, plays golf,
rows, and last year traveled to Great Britain and
Italy. He’d like to hear from Carman Hill. I guess
you were both on the Cornell crew! Carman and
wife Sandra (Wager), MS ’77, bought a beauti-
ful home, “Glenwood Farm,” in Ithaca. Carm says
he is playing tennis, gardening, maintaining this
old house and grounds, and visiting children and
grandchildren.

A classmate, to remain anonymous, wrote:
“Looking forward, and hope to attend our 50th
Reunion. Time flies!” Mary Heisler Allison,
1812 Puerto Bello Dr., The Villages, FL 32159;
tel., (352) 259-0203.
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on his clothes and go home 960 pints of blood
later.” Jean Krag (Santa Barbara, CA; jakmd@cox.
net) earned her MD from New York Medical College
in 1954 and became a child psychiatrist. Both of
Jean’s daughters also became physicians, one a
psychiatrist, the other an anesthesiologist. Jean
now volunteers for the League of Women Voters
and the Mental Health Association.

Our class pianist, Dave Dingle (New Suffolk;
dingle0925@aol.com), has posted a new website:
www.daviddinglemusic.com. At Cornell, you’ll re-
member, Dave played for both the Glee Club and
the Savage Club. During Dave’s business career,
music was his after-hours occupation. Now you

can hire him to play for your parties, receptions,
and other events. Larry Greenapple, JD ’52
(Pittsfield, MA; pommevert@aol.com), who prac-
ticed corporate and commercial law in New York
City before he retired, currently teaches courses
about corporate governance and business failures
for Osher Lifelong Learning Inst.

On a visit to San Francisco, my husband
Charles and I enjoyed a leisurely lunch with Kit-
ty Carey Donnelly. Kitty continues to volunteer
for the San Francisco Symphony. I also recently
had a pleasant chat on the telephone with Pol-
ly Rogers Sledd. She and husband Hassell have
moved to Johnstown, PA. Beverley Collins
Adams (Manlius; badams4452@aol.com) has
written both the words and music of a musical,
Letting It All Hang Out, which has had a number
of performances in her area. “The setting is a
senior apartment building,” Bev explains, “most
of whose residents are in their 70s and 80s. It is
an irreverent musical detailing the joys and tra-
vails of these folks.” The work is based on Bev’s
experiences as a nutritionist for a senior citizen
apartment building. An e-mail from Laura
Cassedy Bitter (Tryon, NC; lbitter@alltel.net) re-
ports a busy schedule. “I am sitting here wear-
ing a T-shirt that proclaims that I have done 200
Curve [an exercise program] workouts. This af-
ternoon I have a committee meeting at church
and the Chancel Choir rehearsal this evening. To-
morrow the Landrum Quilt Club meets.” Laura
was a home economist for Cornell Cooperative
Extension in Sullivan County. She recently visit-
ed Al ’49 and Barbara Adams Edwards in
Skaneateles and Earle, MS ’60, and Liz Lightfoot
Wilde ’52 in Jeffersonville.

Diantha Francis Paré (Oak Ridge, TN; paredv@
esper.com) was a special education teacher in the
Oak Ridge Schools and now volunteers with the
League of Women Voters, Aid to Distressed Fam-
ilies, and the Arboretum Society. George Casler,
MS ’59 (Ithaca, NY; glc4@cornell.edu), emeritus
professor of Agricultural Economics at Cornell,
keeps in touch with a host of fellow Aggies,
among them Bob Plaisted, Maurice Mix, Warren
Wigsten, Cecil Lamb, MS ’52, Allan Mitchell,
and Ben Williams, former Cornell administrator
and our longtime class treasurer.

‘Fann Weiss Markel remembers 
decorating Willard Straight’s large
front window for the holidays.’Mary Heisler Allison ’49

50 Please take out your new 2009
calendar and mark down Friday,
February 6. That’s the date of

our next Class of 1950 dinner, at the Union
League of Philadelphia, during the annual Mid-
Winter Meeting of the Cornell Association of Class
Officers (CACO). To make a reservation, contact
me, Marion Steinmann, at any of the numbers or
addresses listed at the end of this column.

We will also, again, have a second class din-
ner in 2009, at the Cornell Club of New York in the
spring. For more information, contact Stan Rod-
win at rodpkg@frontiernet.net, (585) 889-3180,
or P.O. Box 904, Scottsville, NY 14546.

Ralph (“Cooly”) Williams, MD ’54 (Santa Fe,
NM; coolypatch22@aol.com), emeritus professor
at the U. of New Mexico, continues to publish.
“This year my colleagues and I encountered a rare
patient with TIO (tumor-induced osteomalacia),
which we are now reporting. TIO is a newly dis-
covered syndrome resulting in severe osteoporosis,
thousands of microfractures caused by a benign
tiny tumor that secretes phosphotonins, a new
class of hormones that control phosphorus metab-
olism.” Tom Morse, MD ’53 (Vero Beach, FL) spent
1943 to 1946 in the Marine Corps. “I sat in the
rear seat of a two-seater dive bomber, helping to
train pilots to land on carriers.” Tom became a pe-
diatric surgeon. “The biggest thrill of my life was
removing a kidney tumor from a 6-year-old boy
with severe hemophilia and then watching him put
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During WWII, Carl Strub (Willow Street, PA;
cgstrub@dejazzd.com) was a combat rifleman in
the 379th Regiment of the 95th Infantry Division,
serving in France, Germany, and Belgium. The
379th famously helped capture the key French
city of Metz in November 1944. Carl studied
Chemical Engineering and had a career in human
resources, first at Colgate Palmolive and then at
SFN Inc. He now directs a men’s chorus and is a
Democratic party committee member.

Two of our ladies were widowed recently. Mary
Holcomb Haberman’s husband Jules ’45, DVM ’46,
died earlier this year. As students, Hoke and Jules
were both active in the Octagon Club; indeed,
that was where they met. And Pat Carry Stewart’s
husband Charles ’40 died in January. Both Pat
and Chuck, you recall, were longtime members of
Cornell’s Board of Trustees. Marion Steinmann,
237 West Highland Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19118-
3819; tel. (215) 242-8443; e-mail, cjoiner@ix.
netcom.com; Paul H. Joslin, 6080 Terrace Dr.,
Johnston, IA 50151-1560; tel., (515) 278-0960;
e-mail, phj4@cornell.edu.
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and unaddressed who hears from Dorothy “Dot”
Glover Grimball and has fond memories of Cornell
music and singing together. Could this be Eliza-
beth Jones Johnson?

Norman Solovay, Westport, CT, instead of re-
tiring as so many of us do, has started a new ca-
reer in collaborative law in addition to a continued
practice as a litigator, arbitrator, and mediator. An
article from the Hour, a local paper, describes the
major advantage of a collaborative divorce—the

couple does not have to go to divorce court,
avoiding nasty and costly disputes if they can
reach a settlement. “It’s a tremendous improve-
ment, especially in cases where children are in-
volved.” Alice Sieber Freeborg, Sheboygan, WI,
says the family is doing well, with four in Min-
neapolis, MN, one in Baton Rouge, LA, one near
Columbus, OH, and stepsons in Madison and
Green Bay, WI. She retired as VP of nursing at St.
Joseph’s Hospital, Marshfield, WI, but stays busy
helping third graders with their reading, volun-
teering for hospice, and being a docent at the Art
Center. She’s a member of Readers Theatre, Glob-
al Volunteers, AAUW, Rotary, and her church. She’s
found time for travel: St. Petersburg, Russia, the
British Isles, and Morocco. Her fondest memory:
“the great gals in the Nursing School, and my
senior trip to the Cornell campus.”

Carol Burns Hayes writes that she and
Richard, PhD ’53, have moved from Arizona to
Broomfield, CO, to be near their two daughters
and their children. Carol is currently a patient in
the Broomfield Skilled Nursing and Rehab Cen-
ter. She recently heard from Barbara Beyrent
Bassett, Fremont, NH, and Cory Watkins Stork.
Her fondest memory of Cornell is “the bells. They
were great!” Joseph Bertino, Branford, CT, is still
working as interim director of the Cancer Inst. of
New Jersey at the Robert Wood Johnson Medical
School. Larry ’49 and Dorothy Crawford Bayern,
Bozeman, MT, have four children and grandchil-
dren doing well and living in Washington, Texas,
Oregon, and Montana. “Great-grandchild is a hap-
py one!” Dorothy’s fondest memories from Cornell
are meeting Larry and graduation day.

John Huttar’s daughter Karie ’82 is a third-
generation Cornellian. John’s the commander of
the Gainesville, GA, American Legion and carries
Meals on Wheels when not hiking trails. He hears
from Edward Reifsteck, LLB ’54, Rochester, NY,
and Herman Hanemann ’52, ME ’57. Being fresh-
man counselor in 1947, singing Cornell songs at
reunion, returning for the Cornell Sprint football
reunion in 2007, and seeing football greats in
Schoellkopf Training Hall are favorite memories.
Robert J. Williams, PhD ’62, Goose Creek, SC, is
still attending Elderhostels: St. Petersburg, FL, in
January; Natchez, MS, in April, and the Hudson
Valley in June. His fondest memory of Cornell is
wonderful friends.

Dick Manion, Grovestown, GA, could not at-
tend the ’51 reunion, but Glenn Sacra ’52, MBA
’54, talked him into going to Ithaca in June
2007. “We were both Alpha Chi Rho ‘Crows.’ Our

house is closed, but as a result of our visit (with
seven other Crows from other years) we decided
to form a ‘virtual internet’ graduate charter that
has now over 50 Crows from years 1945-55. We
are going to Ithaca this year. Don’t know how
many will come but we are presently at 10-15
couples. Billie Jean and I travel a lot. I have just
finished a term on our city council.” Please send
your news to: Brad Bond, 101 Hillside Way,
Marietta, OH 45750; tel. (740) 374-6715; e-mail,
bbond101@suddenlink.net. 
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51 Congratulations to Howard Fein-
stein, PhD ’77, Ithaca, NY, on being
named Distinguished Life Fellow of

the American Psychiatric Association. Rotterdam,
NY’s Republican Committee recently named Wil-
liam Zimmer the 2008 Committeeman of the Year.
William has been appointed to the Town of Rot-
terdam Ethics Committee. He and Elaine (Shan-
non) ’52 live in Schenectady.

Jack and Grace Ann Ellis Gartland, Carlsbad,
CA, enjoy living in their townhouse with its view
of the Pacific Ocean. Grace Ann is active in DAR,
an antique auto club, and church. Ruth Hamil-
ton Fisher, S. Dennis, NJ, says she’s “working to
end poisoning in Cape May County and every-
where by attempting to secure a Nobel Prize for
Cornell’s David Pimentel, PhD ’51.” Jane Shevlin
Clement, Surfside, CA, sent photographs of her-
self with red umbrella on a Japanese beach, and
with her travel friend Oliver “Ollie” Bragg ’50 in
China on a Sapphire Princess cruise in 2007. They
dated at Cornell in 1950.

William Kilian, Timonium, MD, captain of the
varsity cross-country team at Cornell, writes: “The
year 2007 was a happy one as my granddaughter
Arielle Kilian Preslan graduated from Friends
School in Baltimore. Her counselor advised her to
apply to seven colleges and universities. Arielle
was accepted by six and rejected by Cornell. I gave
Bard College a check to cover four years tuition
up front. She is completing her freshman year with
success. Grandson Alexander Kilian Preslan is also
at Friends School. Alex is 15 and on the Honor Roll
and is expressing interest in Cornell. The question
of whether I will donate money to Cornell—the
jury is still out.” Jeanne McLeod Berry checks in
from Arlington, TX, with no news but with an e-
mail address: SJMB47@sbcglobal.net. Also re-
ceived: enigmatic news from someone unsigned

52 The first words are happy. At the
November 6-9 meeting of the
American Society of Nephrology,

Marshall Lindheimer will receive the 2008 ASN
Belding H. Scribner Award. For the full significance
of the award—and it is big—check the associa-
tion’s website. Marshall wrote, “While I am pleased
by the award, I am extremely pleased to see the
ASN note the hypertensive and renal problem of
pregnancy (a woman’s issue that they have not
always focused on). The award also carries a cash
prize ($10,000) that does not hurt in retirement!
Finally, the award comes two weeks before Jacque-
line and I will hold our 50th wedding reunion. We
have rented an historical ‘bordello’ in the Sonoma,
CA, wine country (called the Sonoma Rose), where
our five kids (all 38-plus), their significant oth-
ers, and 2.8 grandchildren will hopefully join us.
(There goes the 10G!)”

News of John Sanford (Blue Eye, MO; john
sanford@hotmail.com) comes indirectly from a
DU alumni newsletter. After Hurricane Katrina
washed away his retirement house on the Mis-
sissippi coast, John moved to the Ozarks. He can
again see water from his home, but he is now
about 200 feet above Table Rock Lake. Jim Ling
(Fort Collins, CO) currently serves as president of
the Northern Colorado Chapter of the Military Of-
ficers Association of America. He notes that he
“recently helped classmate Tom Weber, PhD ’63,
assemble a collection of memories of undergrad-
uate days from our Chem E class.” I mentioned
the book last time. It’s really good. Ed ’51 and
Jan Hofmann McCulloch (McCul90419@aol.com)
are still in Ashford, CT. Jan, our former class co-
president, is “working with two garden clubs on
their gardens, teaching watercolor painting to ad-
vanced master gardeners, and raising money for
our local library.” After hours, she takes a pastels
course at the Worcester Art Museum. Apart from
that, she writes, “I’m doing a lot of yard work and
spending time with my kids and their kids.”

Walt and Rosemary Manno Bortko ’55 write
from Bonita Springs, FL (WalterBortko@aol.com).
Walt reports that he is “keeping busy, with phys-
ical restraints.” He claims his after-hours activities
are a secret. He’d rather be “running the Ironman
Triathlon in Hawaii.” I suspect many of us would.
Peter ’53, JD ’57, and Jean Thompson Cooper are
still in Southold, NY, where Jean is hooking away;
that is, she teaches rug-hooking two days a week.
Last summer she taught rug-hooking in Newton,
IA, Eugene, OR, and Dudley, MA. Both Coopers play
a lot of bridge. Connie Soelle Geerhart (Mont-
gomery Village, MD) volunteers and tutors in Wash-
ington, DC. After hours, she enjoys long walks in
Washington and foreign language films at E Street
Cinema. Connie is active at the Bradley Hills Pres-
byterian Church and with the Cornell Club of Wash-
ington. She enjoys her hobby of photography.

The business card of Henry Lyon (Waikoloa,
HI) reads simply “Artist,” and that is his present

‘Norman Solovay has started a new
career in collaborative law.’Brad Bond ’51
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day job. His extracurricular activities include
“volunteering, teaching an art course to adults,
world travel, reading, artwork for fun, writing for
fun, nudging the field of politics, beaching, and
studying psychology.” Bettie Buell Lyon died last
year, and husband Henry reports that recently he
has been doing “a horrendous job as housekeep-
er.” Helen Icken Safa (Gainesville, FL), though
retired from teaching, continues to write, do re-
search, and travel. Helen reported, “My grandson
Nicolas Martin ’12 entered the Architecture
school in August on a scholarship. We are very
proud of him.”

Under “present day job,” Richard Bosshardt
(Nevada City, CA; maxboss@att.net) wrote,
“Moved from Switzerland; unpacking 24 boxes!
All new startup: house modifications, car, phone,
iPhone, Internet, credit cards, credit, appliances,
hot tub, lady friends, new body.” And his new
doorbell chimes like the Libe Tower. Elaine Rose
Ruderman (San Diego, CA) also keeps busy. Ac-
tivities she lists are, “holiday chorale, teaching
ballroom dancing to 5th graders at their school,
coordinating a food and nutrition study group,
water aerobics, cooking, and entertaining.” Elaine
had been traveling to Whittier, BC, and Vancou-
ver to visit grandchildren, and to an Elderhostel
in Norway and Denmark. She next planned to
cruise the Caribbean to Honduras.

Now to sadder news. George Vlahakis (Nash-
ville, TN; gvlahakis@comcast.net) writes that he
spends days and after-hours as a caregiver. His
wife Marina “suffered a second stroke in August
2006. This has caused her to be wheelchair-
bound, unable to walk or get up independently.”
Paul Deignan ’62, MPS ’74, wrote that Ed Web-
er, who had a long, successful career in the ho-
tel and restaurant field, died on June 4. He and
Vera (Horning) ’49 were married for 55 years and
had retired to Las Vegas. There is a Hotel school
scholarship in Ed’s name. Tom Foulkes, our for-
mer class co-president wrote to say that Gordon
Williams, Tom’s undergrad roommate and our
class VP from 2002 to 2007, died on July 20. Gor-
don, after his career as a hospital administrator,
was a founding member of the Lifelong Learning
Inst. at the U. of Dayton.

I still have some cheerful news from fall ’07,
but that’s for next time. Meanwhile, please write.

Joan Boffa Gaul, 7 Colonial Place, Pittsburgh,
PA 15232; e-mail: joangaul@mac.com.
c

clots). Between the time of the clots and the gath-
ering of the class, he stopped off in Cortland for
Senior Games. Two weeks after checking out of the
hospital, he swam in the 100-yard individual med-
ley (and placed third) and in the 50-yard freestyle
(second). The times? Not P.B. (personal best), he
admits under close interrogation. “More like P.W.”
He checked in at ’53 HQ the next day in time to
watch the Dow recede on the reception area tube.
Pete Cudlipp (Grand Rapids, MI) tells of major trav-
els in one year, with three-week visits to Mexico
City and San Miguel de Allende, Mexico, far from
the frozen north in February, plus five weeks in
Lima, Peru, with the family of his señora, Mertita.
There were three weeks in Spain and two in Zurich,
which included quality visits with his son and with
Pete’s college roommate, Ed Gibson. He says his
best day Far Above was in the fall of ’52, when he
met his first wife, the late Jane (Heitkamp).

Dottie Clark Free (Menlo Park, CA) admits she
had season tickets for Stanford men’s basketball
last year and made it to some of the Stanford
women’s games too, but didn’t let on which side
she was rooting for when the Stanford guys met
Cornell in the NCAA playoffs. As for her best day
at Cornell: “There were so many! I loved my years
as an undergraduate and my years as an alumna.
I will never be able to give back to Cornell what
it has given me over all of these years.”

Since she wasn’t at Reunion, a few golden mo-
ments of a summer ’08 afternoon were spent on
the phone, looking back over the years, with Lois
Paige Besanko (New Bern, NC), who has been a
fairly regular ’53 reunioner. She recalled, among
other things, reuning with sister Ithaca townies
Ann Cottrell Cuff and Carroll McConnell Manning.
The call was partly to check in with Lois after we
saw a report in the Northfield Mount Hermon Mag-
azine that Lois’s husband David had died before a
house they were building was finished. Then the
house burned down. Lois and her two cats finally
moved back in a year after the fire. Lois, Carroll,
and moi were ’49 contemporaries at NMH. A retired
registered patent agent, Lois remains in voice by
singing in the local choir and community chorus. 

New Bern, we’re informed by William Ash,
PhD ’60, was founded in 1710 by Swiss and Pala-
tine Germans. He’s secretary of the New Bern
Alpenverein (for Germanic culture buffs). His best
day was the February ’53 graduation day when his
wife to be, the late Trudy (Kehm), pinned lieu-
tenant’s bars on him. Webb David (Wilmington,
DE) recalls summer-school days in 1951 (“the con-
sequence of majoring in fraternity and minoring
in Engineering,” he notes). He says he would oc-
casionally “fall in step with Dean Emeritus Dexter
Kimball as we walked across the Quad, me to my
8 o’clock, he for a stroll. And he’d say, ‘As I said
to Andy White, . . .’ or speak of Ezra Cornell. Wow!
These were not just names on statues but people!” 

After 40 years at Exxon, Elliot Cattarulla
(Dallas, TX) did 12 years as executive director of
the Nasher Foundation. “When we got the Nash-
er Sculpture Center up and running I was able to
cut back to half-time. But the death of our
founder, Ray Nasher, in March 2007 has propelled
me back to full-time as his estate is being set-
tled. With his extensive art collection and no
small amount of money coming in to the foun-
dation, it will be a while before I can spend more
time smelling the roses.”

Dedicated perusal failed to find any children
of the Class of LIII in the Legacies section of the
July/August edition of this publication, but a
number of grandlings did turn up in the listings

of last year’s crop of incoming freshpeople.
Richard Holmes, DVM ’59, is granddad to Khemi
Cooper ’11, who is also preceded by great- and
great-great grandparent Cornellians. Mort Lowen-
thal’s grandkids Joelle Milton ’11 and Tal Akabas
’11 are listed. So are third-generation descendants
of Ronald Furry, MS ’55 (Bradshaw Irish ’11), Jim
Dolliver, PhD ’60 (Scott Legel ’11), Jack Mannix,
JD ’58 (Kelly Mannix ’11), Richard Whitlock (Jor-
dan Whitlock ’11), Thomas Croskey (Wilson Bald-
win ’10), George Lewis (Stephanie Kauffman ’11),
Charles West, MBA ’56 (Katherine Paxson ’11),
Winthrop “Bud” Grice (Daniel Rowoth ’10), Al-
fred Schnog (Margaret Schnog ’11), Zygmunt
Tomkiewicz, MD ’57 (Alex Tomkiewicz ’11), Roy
Gold, MBA ’55 (Gavrielle Untracht ’11), Elaine
Sneirson Savin (Peter Chatigny ’11), Richard Con-
way, PhD ’58 (Sarah Dimiduk ’11), Charles, PhD
’60, and Roberta Manchester Frink (Christopher
Frink ’11), and Eleanor Winzler Hayes (Katherine
Hayes ’11). Jim Hanchett, 300 First Ave., #8B,
NYC 10009; e-mail, jch46@cornell.edu.

c

53 Martin Ginsburg (Washington, DC)
continues to practice what he
teaches at Georgetown—tax law.

He moved to the capital from Columbia U., he sub-
mits, in 1980, when his wife, Ruth (Bader) ’54,
“got her first good job in Washington.” He’s still
writing (“updating semi-annually my half of a four-
volume treatise, Mergers, Acquisitions, and Buyouts”)
besides trying to publish one Law Review article
every year. Last year’s, “Some Reflections on Imper-
fection,” “required no research,” says he. Early this
year, the Int’l Who’s Who of Corporate Tax Lawyers
of London named him one of the 16 most highly
regarded individuals practicing such law worldwide.
His best day at Cornell? “The wonderful day in 1953
when I learned I was the lowest passing—and not
the highest failing—person in our Cornell class.”
So, he adds, his worldwide notability “should sur-
prise you almost as much as it amazes me.”

Walt Foley (New Hartford, NY), the first pres-
ident of the Class of 1953, you’ll recall, came to
Reunion not long after a hospital stay (for blood

54 In my last column I mentioned
Michael Stone, MD ’58’s pro-
gram “Most Evil.” What I didn’t

have room for was the e-mails in which we veri-
fied some information about the program and
exchanged some words about notable classmates.
The exchange is one of the examples of class
archeological findings. Michael declined the
notable label, but wrote the following: “I do know
some of other classmates, though: most notably,
some of my lunch and dinner-mates in those
days. I was friends with the math and physics
crew, including Steven Weinberg. I didn’t know
anything about Steven in those days, except that
he had gone to Bronx High School of Science. My
math friends made fun of him because he was
interested in physics, which was something that
had the pedestrian overtones of the practical, as
opposed to the pure abstract math that my closer
friends were into. Another physics friend, whom
I knew less well, was Shelly Glashow, who was
close with Steven. Fast-forward 25 years to 1975,
and Steven and Shelly win the Nobel Prize in
Physics, along with a colleague, Abdus Salam. So
Steven turned out to be smarter than just about
anybody, and his accomplishments definitely
trumped those of my math buddies. Ours was quite
a class, all things considered.” Note: Both Steven
and Shelly graduated from Bronx Science. A bit of
history as we look back on 55 years.

Joan Schwartz Danziger’s show “Mythic Land-
scape: Recent Sculptures” was shown at the Osuna
Gallery in Bethesda, MD, this past April and May.
I hope to see her sculptures of forests inhabited
by mythical animals of all varieties at one of her
future exhibits. When not working in her Wash-
ington, DC, studio Joan enjoys theatre, traveling,
and hiking. Bruce Hartwigsen is a Floridian with
travel genes. He has touched all continents with
the exception of my favorite, Africa. But then that
could be his next destination. Bill and Sallie
Capron Marchant Schroeder move between their
three abodes, not unlike Bus and Carmen Lovre
Ryan ’57, who like to maintain a constant 70-
degree temperature. When not in Chagrin Falls, Ki-
awah Island, or Naples they are traveling. Sallie’s
fondest memories of Cornell include standing and
singing the “Evening Song.” Try even writing that
without a tremor and a tear. Harold Fisch appears
to have retired to . . . the golf course, not an un-
known destination for many.
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Allen Rowe says he has been retired for ten
years, but from his reported activities, that is a rel-
ative term. He is presently reading and writing on
such diverse topics as astronomy, genealogy, pro-
gramming, and hydrocarbon phase behavior. When
not researching he can be found hiking, skiing, or
swimming, all of which are climate dependent. He
kindly suggested I google “hydrocarbon phase be-
havior” and, ah yes, I now understand complete-
ly. You try it. “Steady as she goes” would appear
to be Willard Wheeler’s credo. When not in Coral
Gables doing trust and investment work, he is in
New Hampshire chasing the little white ball and
hoisting sails. John Clarke can be found at work
on his farm in Milton, NY. Andrew Keller of East
Aurora, NY, appears to enjoy his retirement com-
pletely, as does Kenneth Sheldon. Stephen Olney
continues to design courses for us retired persons,
but would rather be sailing his sloop on those
magnificent Adirondack lakes. Robert Myers of Me-
chanicsburg, PA, writes that he is now in assisted
living battling Huntington’s disease.

A Christmas letter from Barbara Johnson
Gottling illustrates the privilege I feel in writing
your class column. I have followed many families
over the years and have a keen interest in the
fabric of their lives. The Gottlings are a perfect
example. They are a family imbued with the love
of music and a talent to share it with others. They
are woven into the musical fabric of Cincinnati.
Barbara lost Phil last year, but will continue to
be hostess to many of the musicians that come
through the city.

You have already received a letter this past
February (a copy of which you can find on our ’54
website under “Post News & Events”) from class
historian Robert Martin, LLB ’60, asking for rem-
iniscences of your days on the Hill. You might be-
gin jotting down a few notes and sending them
off to Robert. For updates on reunion scheduling
and those attending, please check our website, the
address always being at the end of the column.
Jan Jakes Kunz does a marvelous job keeping it
current, whereas this column is written more than
two months ahead of publication. Hope to see as
many of you as possible back on the Hill next June
when we can stand and sing the “Evening Song”
once more together. Les Papenfus Reed,
ljreed@speakeasy.net. Class website, http://class
of54.alumni.cornell.edu; Cornell Alumni Direc-
tory, https://directory.alumni.cornell.edu.

c

retired from Northern Illinois U. in 1998, where
he served as chief student affairs officer. “The uni-
versity has come together well in healing,” Don
adds, following the tragic shooting deaths of five
students in a classroom on Valentine’s Day. Good
to know that Barbara Burg Gilman continues to
enjoy her favorite hobbies: dancing, horseback
riding, and gardening. David Berler, MD ’58, who
lives in Chevy Chase, says he’s still practicing, and
he and Sandra try to keep up with visiting their
seven grandchildren who are located far and wide
(Georgia and California).

Pat Van Mater Wheeler and Judy Giddings
Cook, MA ’57, and their husbands Bill and Orv ’54
had a fun weekend together. Hope you guys were
making plans for our 55th Reunion, because you’ll
be hearing from either me or Vera Steiner Simon—
we’ve been tapped by the reunion committee to
contact you and the rest of our Tri Delt sisterhood.
Dick Shriver and wife Barbara live in Old Lyme, CT.
Dick’s been teaching international business at the
US Coast Guard Academy and is also head coach of
the women’s lacrosse team there. Mark Siegel and
his wife Palma moved to South Carolina in 2006.
“We have 4-1/2 acres by Lake Hartwell, four quar-
ter horses, two German shepherds, and two cats!”
When he’s not feeding his menagerie, Mark serves
as the treasurer of the Piedmont chapter of the
Military Officers Association of America.

Talk to James Liedell about the energy crisis
in the US. He’s very involved in trying to get off-
shore wind-powered turbines approved and in-
stalled in Nantucket Sound, and is on the board of
directors of Clean Power Now Inc., a 10,000-mem-
ber organization advocating renewable energy. Jim
and his wife Susan (Baudendistel) ’57 live in
Yarmouth Port, MA, where Jim’s also in charge of
membership for the Cornell Club of Cape Cod. E.
Howland Swift (known to us as Swifty) writes that
he had a great visit and dinner with Alonzo “Skip”
Ward and his wife in La Jolla, CA, and was host-
ed at lunch by Baron Bernard at his Balboa Bay
Club in Newport Beach. “Same old Baron—he ser-
enaded my arrival on his ukulele!” Swifty and wife
Robbi spent two months in Green Valley, AZ, “an
incredible retirement/winter home town just south
of Tucson,” with side trips to Sedona, Jerome, Bis-
bee (old mining towns), and Mexico. The Swifts
spend fall and spring in St. Michaels, MD, and
summer on Lake Willoughby in Westmore, VT. “Not
a bad life for an old Hotelie!”

Pediatrician Stephen Adelson and his wife
Ellen (Gussman) ’58 of Tulsa, OK, have been hon-
ored as recipients of the 2008 Frank H. T. Rhodes
Exemplary Alumni Service Award. Both Steve and
Ellen are involved in numerous civic and Cornell
activities, such as the Arts and Sciences Campaign
Committee, the Lincoln Hall campaign, the John-
son Museum, and the Lab of Ornithology. Steve
served as president of the Cornell Club of Oklahoma
and as a Cornell Alumni Admissions Ambassador
Network contact, and is a member of the Presi-
dent’s Circle Committee. Committed to students
and student aid, the Adelsons host receptions at
their home and on campus for fellow Oklahomans.

Carl and Mary Lynne Waller Young are still
in Coral Gables, where Carl’s consulting business—
Advanced Aviation Inc.—is doing well. He most-
ly instructs foreign students for startup airlines.
He’s also become active in his church (senior war-
den, chalice bearer, lay reader) while Mary Lynne
keeps up with friends, clubs, and ballet classes
three times a week (“It does me a lot of good!”).

We were saddened to learn of the death of
Hans “Swede” Dahl last summer. After 27 years in

the Army, Swede retired as a colonel and took up
his second career as director of development at
Lafayette College. When the family moved to Sara-
sota, he enjoyed being a member of the Chorus of
the Keys, a singing group of more than 100 mem-
bers that has won many state and national awards
and helps support deserving students. 

Retired judge Samuel “Skip” Salus is on the
go, having traveled to Australia and New Zealand
last year and looking forward to visiting the Gala-
pagos this fall. Kiwanis activities and pro bono
mediation work are also on Skip’s calendar. He
caught up with Ron Klineman, JD ’57, in Flori-
da, and hears from Jerry Rosenau and Kelly Marx
when Cornell or fraternity events come up. And
after many years, Skip and his freshman room-
mate Don Huene touched base again. Skip signs
off with this advice: “Keep truckin’ and feeling
well, keeping busy mentally and physically—and
I’ll see you all at Reunion!” Nancy Savage
Petrie, nancypetrie@optonline.net. Class website,
http://classof55.alumni.cornell.edu. 

c

55 Martha Gorman King wrote last
May to say she was grounded,
with a broken ankle. She and

Bruce, PhD ’57, had to cancel a couple of trips,
but Marty was hoping to be “back in circulation”
by summer. She finds that her membership in the
Venetian Harmony chorus, a chapter of Sweet Ade-
lines Int’l, compares to a full-time job in terms of
time commitment. She’s currently the marketing
team leader of the group, “which is a challenge!”
Suzanne Liebrecht Joyce and husband Bill cele-
brated their 50th anniversary twice: first at a big
family reunion on Gull Lake, and then on the
actual date, when three of their children made a
“surprise fly-in.” Sue says they spend three
months of the year in Crested Butte, CO, and
would welcome friends. “It’s a beautiful place,
complete with hiking, biking, golfing, fishing, and
lots of cultural events.” Sue’s working part-time
as a planned giving officer.

Don and Kathy Buckner celebrated their 50th
with their four children and 15 grandchildren. Don

56 Hello, Classmates! Steve Kit-
tenplan called from far-away
Martha’s Vineyard, where he and

Gail and kids and grandkids are having a sensa-
tional summer. He asked me to write a summer-
doldrums column—apparently the news from y’all
has temporarily run out.

I was on campus a while ago for golf with
Rip Haley ’51, Prof. Don Greenberg ’55, BCE
’58, PhD ’68, and Stephen J. “Butch” Thomas
’64, the deputy head of anaesthesiology at
NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital/Cornell Medical
Center. It was a gorgeous couple of days, which
allowed time to wander the campus. There are
some spectacular sights to see, especially if you
haven’t been there for a while.

The new Life Sciences building, designed by
our Pritzker Prize-winning classmate Richard
Meier, BArch ’57, is especially noteworthy. Not
only is it an architectural wonder, it ties together
the disciplines from Ag and Life Sciences, Arts and
Sciences, the Veterinary college, and Engineering.
It’s certainly worth exploring next time you’re in
Ithaca. Another place worth wandering around in
is the new and remodeled Mann Library. There are
some great views of Beebe Lake, and of course the
library itself is so impressive. The Robert Trent
Jones Golf Course is in great shape, too. Appar-
ently the iconic golf course designer was a Cor-
nellian (SP Ag ’26-30), and one of his very first
designed course is the one on our campus! You
can make reservations to play; just phone ahead.

While we were in Ithaca, Cornell’s Adult Uni-
versity (CAU) was in full swing. You might know
that our own Curt Reis and yours truly were the
founders of CAU, which celebrated its 40th an-
niversary this year. More than 50,000 alumni and
friends and spouses and children have attended
classes and trips in that time. There’s no doubt
that the concept of an “education vacation” has
been a success. The superb Cornell faculty are such
a great treat, whether on campus or on one of the
marvelous trips all over the world. Many of our
classmates have attended CAU over the years. In
fact, I spoke with Phyllis Bosworth, Percy Edwards
Browning, and Ed Berkowitz, who were in atten-
dance this year and loved their stay.

Our class continues to remain a strong and
wonderfully supportive bunch. Burt Siegel, class
treasurer, reports that more than 400 classmates
paid their dues this year and were rewarded with
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a subscription to this great magazine you’re read-
ing. In addition, more than 400 of us supported
the Cornell Campaign with gifts totaling almost
$2 million. A great showing from the Super Class!

Do send news of yourself to our class scribes
at the addresses noted below. Also, take a look
at our website, http://classof56.alumni.cornell.
edu. It’s updated often. We really look forward
to hearing from you. All the very best, Ernie
Stern, Class President. Class correspondents:
Stephen Kittenplan, catplan@aol.com; Phyllis
Bosworth, phylboz@aol.com. 

c

Parkers are still working at their paint manufac-
turing business in Miami. With two bionic knees,
Lee reports that she’s back to walking a mile or
more regularly. Ruby Tomberg Senie, BS Nurs ’75,
wasn’t able to attend Reunion as she was in An-
napolis, MD, at a 50th wedding anniversary par-
ty for Larry and Iris Mark Littig. This summer she
stopped for a visit in Old Chatham with Diane
Serber and they reminisced about their early
years at Cornell and living on the same corridor
sophomore year in Dickson. Ruby continues to
work at Columbia, where she is in the process of
preparing a requested textbook, The Epidemiolo-
gy of Women’s Health.

Dori Goudsmit Albert had a very busy sum-
mer as the choral group with which she sings was
invited to participate in a pre-Olympic concert
tour and competition in Beijing. Her group was
the only one from North America and finished
third in the competition. She spent eight days in
the city doing lots of sightseeing and shopping
as well as performing four concerts. Dori enjoyed
watching the Olympics as the TV coverage in-
cluded many locations that she had visited. To-
ward summer’s end she was back to managing an
adult learn-to-row program and watching her
charges row in a new eight-oared shell named for

Dori. Her youngest son
has retired from the
Army and is living in
Orlando, FL, so she says
she’ll have an excuse to
travel south. That’s
what Mona Reidenberg
Sutnick and her hus-
band did last May—to
a cousin’s wedding and
an afternoon visit with
Paul Noble and Paulette
Cooper in their Palm
Beach, FL, home.

Dian Porthouse
passed away last June
in Reno, NV, where she
had been residing for a

good many years. Dian was a volunteer with a
number of charitable organizations in the Reno
area and gave valuable assistance to many north-
ern Nevada students with scholarships to attend
Cornell. She leaves a son and two daughters as
well as five grandchildren. Judith Reusswig,
19 Seburn Dr., Bluffton, SC 29909; e-mail,
JCReuss@aol.com.
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coverage areas (east to west): Meyer Gross, NYC
and the Northeast; Ronni Schulbaum Strell, East
Central states; Irene Lazarus Soskin, Florida and
Central South; Esther Puram Jansing, lots of the
states in the Central and Northern US; Anita
Podell Miller, Central and Southwest; Bob Dunn,
California and Western states; and Russ Taft, ’way
out in Hawaii and maybe helping our contacts in
foreign lands. Two of these councilmembers also
make up two-thirds of next reunion’s co-chairs:
Meyer and Anita, sharing that load with Adrienne
Bertenthal Shuter.

Second, in this writer’s and his sampled close
classmates’ opinions, it was, overall, a terrific re-
union. True, we all had to cope with the heat. Our
super class dinner was served in hothouse Barton
Hall at, shall we say, “a leisurely pace”—but
where else on campus can you handle 500-plus
people at a sit-down, fairly formal dinner and also
have such fine fare with every morsel brought in
from somewhere outside? The pre-dinner snacks
and drinks were outstanding, by the way, as they
also were at Bartels Hall on Friday night. And so
we coped with warmth, lots of sunshine, and
walking—and had a ball!

Arranging transportation for many of us took
some real planning too, and serves as one exam-
ple of the countless matters that were so well
handled by our hard-working reunion co-chairs
Betty Anne Steer Merritt (and her strong-backed
husband, Charlie), Jerry Linsner, and Alan Gold-
man. Chuck and Carol were in there plugging
away too. Our 50th was a memorable event, and
Jim Harper captured much of it in his inimitable
writing to be included in the all-class mailing this
fall, for all to read and, for 500 of us ‘mates and
others, to remember. For those not there, as Jim
concluded, we hope to “see you in five.”

Drs. Mike, PhD ’64, and Marcia Stone Midler
’60, MA ’61, report that they “are enjoying retire-
ment, our primary activity being in the audit pro-
gram at Princeton (usually a couple of courses a
term), and thoroughly enjoying the great speak-
ers who come to the university in afternoon and
evening lecture series. I might note that the
courses I take are in subjects other than engi-
neering, to expand my brain in all the areas I had
to wave to the side when I was at Cornell.” Mike
adds, “Just prior to retirement from Merck & Co.
(chemical engineering R&D) four and a half years
ago, I had the good fortune to summarize some
knowledge for others by co-authoring a chapter
called ‘Mixing in the Pharmaceutical Industry’ in
a book produced by the academic and industrial
mixing community entitled Handbook of Indus-
trial Mixing (Wiley), and co-authored the book In-
dustrial Crystallization of Pharmaceuticals: A
Practical Guide, which was published internally at
the time, but will be issued this year (also by Wi-
ley).” Mike and Marcia’s e-mail address, correct-
ing the class listing, is: midler1@comcast.net.

Bruce “Ziggy” Hollman also made it back to
the 50th. He earlier wrote how much the support
he got from classmates at our 40th Reunion en-
couraged him in his “mentoring a 13-year-old boy
who came from a terrible family background. That
boy is now a 23-year-old, gainfully employed, and
gives me full credit for his turnaround. Thank you,
Class of 1958.” Just goes to show, again, what
good things can come out of reuning with fellow
Cornellians. Sandra Ellis Lomker returned, joining
at least a dozen ’58 Kappa Deltas who made it
back, and keeps busy in her continuing social work
and grandmothering, orienteering, hiking, weight
workouts, and enjoying her and Tom Cornell’s

57 On a Saturday morning last April,
Tony Cashen, MBA ’58, was in
Ithaca to attend a ceremony cre-

ating and naming the Greek Fellows Mentoring
Program. What he did not know was that the pro-
gram was to be named in his honor. It has been
launched with an anonymous $1.125 million one-
for-one challenge grant to endow nine graduate
Greek Fellow positions. The graduate Greek Fellows
will join the staff of the Office of Fraternity and
Sorority Affairs to work with undergraduate frater-
nity and sorority leaders in helping them enrich the
living and learning experiences of their members.
Tony has given so gener-
ously of himself for the last
14 years as chairman of the
trustee-appointed Fraternity
and Sorority Advisory Coun-
cil. He was recognized for
these and many other con-
tributions to the betterment
of Cornell in 2001, receiving
the prestigious Frank H. T.
Rhodes Alumni Service
Award, and will undoubt-
edly continue to give so
much of his time and talent
in the future.

Ed Staats sends along
word that his life has been
filled with some excite-
ment. He competed in a number of triathlons
this year, stopping to hold a few buildings from
falling over on the way. He also went one-on-one
with a truck while on his bike, breaking his hel-
met—along with a vertabra and a few bones in
his hand. After eight days on his back in the
hospital, he is cautiously getting back to athlet-
ic activity, with swimming the first order on the
road back.

Bob Watts’s 30-year career ended at the
Naval War College in 1987, where he served as
deputy to the President and Chief of Staff for the
last four years. While attending the annual Cur-
rent Strategy Forum at the college in June, he ran
into Paul and Lee Anderson Tregurtha ’59 dur-
ing one of the breaks. Bob and Paul had not seen
each other since our 25th Reunion and enjoyed
a lengthy lunch, compliments of the Officers Club,
catching up on all sorts of news—Cornell, Navy,
and more. John Seiler, suitcase2@aol.com.c

It was a busy summer for classmates—
whether attending CAU on campus, taking the
grandkids on college tours, or celebrating 50
years of marriage. Dick and Martie Ballard Lacy
had an anniversary party in August, and Garth,
MBA ’57, and Lee Seely-Brown Parker took a
trip through New England to celebrate the occa-
sion. They ended up with a very special family
reunion in Old Lyme, CT . . . all 35 of them. The

58 Jan Arps Jarvie gave a summary
of Reunion in the last column,
but I’d like to add a few more

items for everyone to know. First, we have a new
class president, Bill Standen, who was heartily
welcomed upon his return to that position.
Simultaneously, the class gave heartfelt thanks
to co-presidents Carol Boeckle Welsh and Chuck
Hunt for their fine leadership over the past—
how many?—10? 15? years. Connie Case Hag-
gard is our new VP and membership chairman,
working closely with Bill. Audrey Wildner Sears
continues as treasurer, Gladys Lunge Stifel as
class secretary, the Dallases—Maddi (McAdams)
and Glenn—as Cornell Annual Fund reps, and
Chuck Hunt as our webmaster. We co-correspon-
dents continue in our enjoyable jobs.

The class has a new, smaller but wider-rang-
ing group of representatives called the Class Coun-
cil. They are, by their approximate geographic

‘Same old
Baron—he
serenaded my
arrival on 
his ukulele!’E. Howland Swift ’55
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Adirondack cottage. Steve Yusem and his “old-
est Cornell friend,” wife Anita (Wasserspring)
’60, returned and enjoyed the gatherings of good
friends. Steve is still busy in law, at Cornell part-
time and Mongolia part-time—in the latter case,
teaching mediation and arbitration at the Na-
tional U. of Mongolia Law School. When they get
the chance, the Yusems enjoy their house on Se-
bago Lake in Maine.

Some who didn’t make it back have sent in
their news, and we’re glad to pass it on. Lau-
rence Pringle just keeps writing, having pub-
lished his 106th book (the latest one on
dragons) and reading for pleasure when not fish-
ing. He says he has countless fond memories
from his time at Cornell, “aside from the scary
times of being on academic probation—twice.”
Check out his many children’s books at your lo-
cal library; you and your grandchildren will have
a fine time reading them together. Margaret
Giles Buchanan lives with husband Ronald on
the Outer Banks, right in Kill Devil Hills, NC. Mar-
garet manages three beach houses out there, but
got away to Scotland last year, taking all five
children and spouses. She most fondly remem-
bers sorority life and Home Ec classes in Martha
Van. Cardiologist Howard Semer used his pre-
scription handwriting to send in a bit of news,
now deciphered to read something like: “Solo
practice, still full-time in Scotch Plains, NJ; golf;
New City Philharmonic, NJ, concerts. Busy with
own practice . . . enjoying what I’m doing . . .

more time for golf and family. I recall study
breaks at Obies and the movies.”

Eleanor DeMov Schaffer volunteers, studies
computer, reads, exercises, and helps out with
eight grandchildren—and would rather be doing
nothing else. Allison Bishop Jolly and husband
Sir Richard still live in the UK, where primatolo-
gist Allison studies lemurs and writes. She can be
reached at ajolly@sussex.ac.uk (an address not
in our class directory). While she would “most like
to hear from Cayuga Lake,” she instead listens,
and observes, at least two months per year in
Madagascar in her ongoing studies.

We end with a note from our class president.
“I can only echo what has already been written
about the outstanding 50th Reunion. Our class of-
ficers, reunion co-chairs, major gifts, and Cornell
Annual Fund chairs did a magnificent job in or-
ganizing and executing this milestone reunion and
leading the class these past five-plus years. I am
honored and humbled to be back in the president’s
chair after 25 years. I am surrounded by a dedi-
cated and talented group of classmates, and to-
gether we plan to continue the legacy of the Class
of 1958—the Class Above. We will be using our
class website (http://classof58.alumni.cornell.edu)
and e-mail to communicate more and more, so
don’t treat us as spam, and check the website
from time to time. Stay healthy, and stay con-
nected to the Class.” Cheers and Happy Holidays
to all. Dick Haggard, dhaggard@voicenet.com;
and Jan Arps Jarvie, jjarvie@sbcglobal.net.
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59 Even those of us who took most
of our courses far from the Arts
Quad knew of English 355-356,

the ballad and folklore course affectionately
known as “Romp and Stomp.” The course, a high-
light for many ’59ers, disappeared from the cur-
riculum around the time we graduated. But it shall
live again for one magical night next June, during
our 50th Reunion—not in its original home in
Goldwyn Smith, but probably in Bailey Hall, before
what is expected to be a packed house. That’s the
exciting plan of reunion co-chair Harry Petchesky.
Prof. Harold Thompson will be played by someone
as-yet-unnamed, but led by Peter Yarrow, those
student musicians who served as teaching assis-
tants will reprise their roles in the course.

This will be Peter’s first reunion, and what a
wonderful way to return to the Hill! Contact has
been made with some of the other TAs—Joel
Hendler ’58 hasn’t picked up his banjo in 40
years, but has said he’ll start practicing. If you
know the names of additional TAs in the course,
please let Harry know (harry@scheichetdavis.
com). Peter, one of the first presidents of the Cor-
nell Folk Song Club (now known as the Cornell Folk
Song Society), of course, went on to worldwide
fame as part of the trio Peter, Paul and Mary. The
group continues to perform regularly. Check out
the schedule at www.peterpaulandmary.com.

Roy Lieberman of New City, NY, writes that
he and other classmates in Alpha Epsilon Pi are

looking forward to our 50th. “Most
of us are retired now and enjoying
it greatly,” he says. The group has
been meeting annually since gradu-
ation. This year, they spent a week-
end in Great Barrington, MA, where
a highlight was a wine tasting and
dinner at the vacation home of
Paul, MS ’60, and Paula Marcus.
Also in attendance were Mickey
Bandler, Leonard Gerstein, Jim Ja-
coby, Jim Korsten, Art Ostrove,
Joel Rothenberg, Burt Scherl, and
Mike Sussman, plus spouses and
brothers from other classes.

No retirement for Katy Boynton
Payne of Ithaca, who is writing two
books and doing work for the Ele-
phant Listening Project, which she
founded in 2000 (in Cornell’s Lab of
Ornithology), and for the Int’l Con-
servation and Education Fund. She
also participates in Cornell’s State
of the Planet course, tends a large
vegetable garden, and enjoys her
seven grandchildren, three of whom
live within a mile of her. Then
there’s preparing for a “60 Minutes”
program on elephants, participating
in the field work of a daughter in
Alaska . . . the list goes on. When
looking back at our time as under-
graduates, Katy remembers most
fondly the “extraordinary courses
and instruction in music, which I
approached as a rank amateur and
where I was warmly received.”

The bell tower chimes are the
fondest memories of Phil Dewey of
West Chester, PA. Phil serves as an
AARP tax consultant, enjoys kayak-
ing in the Adirondacks, and is in the
midst of a multi-year project famil-
iar to us all, called downsizing. For

Ministry of Management
Ken Blanchard ’61

A fter the success of his 1981 bestseller The One Minute Manager, consultant Ken Blan-
chard ’61, PhD ’67, decided he had two options: develop a big ego, or step back
and be humble about it. He wondered what role

a higher being might be playing in his good fortune, and
began to examine his own spirituality. He took what he
calls a businessman’s approach to Bible study and
researched Jesus as a model for success. “I wanted to
find out what the man did,” he says. “I was looking for
the red print.” He was surprised to see how well Jesus’
leadership could apply to the business world. “I realized
that everything I’d written about or taught during my
career, Jesus did, and he did it perfectly—with twelve
incompetent guys.”

The idea of servant leadership—Jesus’ signature
teaching—has been at the forefront of Blanchard’s phi-
losophy since he founded the Ken Blanchard Companies,
an international management training and consulting
firm, in 1979. His latest project, Lead Like Jesus, is a
nonprofit that teaches a servant leadership approach to
management through books, lectures, and church pro-
grams. Blanchard says that too many leaders believe
that all the money, power, status, and recognition
should be concentrated at the top of the hierarchy. Lead Like Jesus turns the pyramid upside
down, teaching leaders to work for their people. But it’s not an evangelistic movement—in
fact, it’s something even atheists can adhere to. “Whether you believe Jesus was God or not,
you can recognize that he was an incredible leader whose message has lasted for thousands
of years,” Blanchard says. “He said we’re here to serve, not to be served. ”

— Kara Cusolito
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Steven Wolfe of NYC, Bill’s in Collegetown—”where
I dissipated many hours”—holds a special fond-
ness. Steve is a partner in the law firm of Kantor,
Davidoff, Wolfe, Mandelker and Kass. His career has
revolved around corporate and commercial litiga-
tion and estate matters. “After hours” he enjoys
tennis, reading history, photography, and travel.

Carol Babcock van Leer of Freeville, NY, and
her daughter recently enjoyed an ornithology
class at the Lab of Ornithology. Carol volunteers
at the Tompkins County SPCA walking and train-
ing dogs. And she’s part of a dachshund club (via
Meetup.com) that meets once a month in the
Ithaca area. Dogs also are part of Judy Sherman
Steiner’s day. She and Trudy Cahane Miner—both
Manhattanites—regularly meet to walk their dogs
in the park. Judy also enjoys babysitting, quilt-
ing, and knitting for her grandchildren, and go-
ing to museums, plays, and ballet. Naomi
Johnson Dempsey of Wilton, CT, a semi-retired
kitchen and bath designer, is president of her
condominium board and volunteers at a local cat
shelter. In April she traveled to France with 15
of her high school classmates to visit two other
classmates who live there.

James and Valerie Moore Woodard are mov-
ing to Oak Hammock, a retirement community in
Gainesville, FL, affiliated with the U. of Florida.
Marianne Smith Hubbard of Tryon, NC, spent three
weeks in England earlier this year. In addition to
“visiting fabulous gardens with excellent Elderhos-
tel guides,” she spent time with her daughter Karen
and family in London—a time that included watch-
ing her 10-year-old grandson play cricket on a trav-
eling team. Marianne is active in the Tryon Garden
Club, which owns and operates Pearson’s Falls—
268 acres of virgin forest, spring-fed streams, and
a 90-foot waterfall. Happy Holidays! Jenny
Tesar, 97A Chestnut Hill Village, Bethel, CT 06801;
tel., (203) 792-8237; e-mail, jet24@cornell.edu. 

c

program that lets senior citizens borrow a pet from
her store for periods ranging from a few weeks to
many years. Ruth began the Lend-A-Pet program
25 years ago, bringing an assortment of birds and
fish to the Rockville Senior Center once a month
for the members to borrow; she also provides food
and supplies for the first month of the pet loan.
“Caring for a companion animal has positive phys-
ical and emotional benefits,” says Ruth, particu-
larly for seniors who have experienced loss or
loneliness. She has now placed more than a thou-
sand pets with older residents in a project that
has received high praise from Rockville officials.

Dodi Bermudez Eschenbach reports from
South Carolina that she and Harry have now lived
on Hilton Head Island for almost a decade. “I tu-
tored for Literacy Volunteers of the Lowcountry for
a year, but then came out of retirement to become
its development director. I did that for almost five
years! I retired again, but continue to work for LVL
part-time; there’s a tremendous need for adult lit-
eracy instruction in the Lowcountry—both for Eng-
lish speakers and for immigrants.” Harry serves as
a docent for the Coastal Museum, taking folks on
dolphin tours and nature walks through the Pinck-
ney Island Preserve. Dodi notes that their three
daughters all live in New England with their fam-
ilies, which include five grandchildren. “We plan
to take each child on a special trip with the grand-
parents. This year, through an Elderhostel program,
we’ll take grandson Alec to a Little League camp,
the Baseball Hall of Fame, and Yankee Stadium. We
previously took our oldest grandchild, Olivia, to the
Grand Canyon. These are wonderful programs!”

After several false starts, Paul Becker of
Bloomington, IN, says he is now “fully retired”
from his faculty position at the U. of Tennessee,
but concedes that he is “looking for teaching and
consulting jobs in materials engineering.” He and
Gail (Hirschmann) ’62, who continues to sell
residential real estate in their college town, have
four children and six grandchildren, four of whom
live in Los Angeles, and the other two in a sub-
urb of Denver. Beth Hooven Morsman, who lives
with husband Ed in Deephaven, MN, writes, “I’m
the mother of three boys and also the grand-
mother of three boys; now I’m the doting grand-
mother of a GIRL. Being retired and a grandparent
is my favorite job yet.”

Paula Friedman reports from Parkdale, OR,
that her book of poetry, Time and Other Details,
was published in 2006, and she has received a
grant to publish a volume of poetry by contem-
porary Jewish woman poets of the West Coast
states. “I encourage classmates and others in this
geo/ethnic category to send in work for consid-
eration. E-mail for information to: friedman@
gorge.net.” Paula has also been shopping around
her third novel and says, “Though it has blurbs
from Ursula LeGuin and other respected authors,
and great compliments from agents, so far it’s had
no takers. Any brave agents or publishers out
there who want a page-turner about a Jewish
Holocaust survivor’s child who saves and loves
an Arab fugitive?”

The “weddings” pages of the New York Times
on May 18 had a feature about the recent mar-
riage of Elena Wechsler ’92, MD ’01, an instruc-
tor of radiology at Harvard and daughter of
Louise and David Wechsler, to John Simpson.
What made the announcement distinctive was
the fact that the couple, both of whom had been
so busy professionally that they failed to make
dating a priority, turned to consultants and books
such as Double Your Dating and Find a Husband

After 35 to improve their social lives and, with
such assistance, eventually found each other on-
line. Both enjoy the outdoors, so they met for
their first date in Boston’s Public Garden and
spent their early time together in such activities
as touring Boston in amphibious vehicles and
visiting Mount Washington. They were married in
early May at the garden of the Wechslers’ home
in Little Compton, RI. Keep the news coming!
Judy Bryant Wittenberg, 146 Allerton Rd., New-
ton, MA 02461; e-mail, jw275@cornell.edu.
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60 David Atkinson deserves plau-
dits from all of us for his gen-
erosity in supporting the Cornell

Sustainability Initiative with a substantial annual
donation. According to a recent news release, these
monies will provide much-needed startup funding
for the Cornell Center for a Sustainable Future, to
support research and communications for a period
of three years. Dave, who lives in Yardley, PA,
headed up the Task Force on Environmental Sus-
tainability and Development, which proposed the
creation of the center in 2006 and inspired his
decision to underwrite its initial efforts. In a posi-
tion paper, he said, “Cornell has an opportunity to
be the leading university in the US when it comes
to environmental issues,” and it appears that the
new center, conceived as an academic venture fund
focused on economic development, the environ-
ment, and energy, will be a significant component
of the university’s efforts in this direction.

Good wishes are also in order for Jill Weber
of Brookline, MA, whose recent paintings were fea-
tured in an exhibition entitled “Shifted Spaces”
during this past spring at the Bromfield Gallery in
Boston. Jill has been diligently and successfully
at work at her art for more than a decade, since
leaving her career in the field of architecture to
dedicate herself to painting. Winner of the Maud
Morgan Prize from the Museum of Fine Arts,
Boston in 2005, Jill also had a solo show in 2006.

The City of Rockville, MD, presented its 2008
Appreciation Award to classmate Ruth Berberian
Hanessian, president of Animal Exchange, for her

61 Eleanor “Ellie” Rubin Charwat
(Poughkeepsie, NY) has been retired
from the School of Adult Education

at Marist College in Poughkeepsie since 1997.
Since then she has been a consultant for govern-
ment and nonprofit agencies and has authored two
books, A Life Well Lived: A Memoir, and Small Town
Lawyer: Highlights of Nathaniel Rubin’s Career. The
latter is about Ellie’s dad, Nathaniel Rubin ’28,
JD ’30, who practiced law in Poughkeepsie for 58
years. Contact Ellie at echarwat@yahoo.com for
copies. Ellie is now fully retired and enjoys being
a grandmother to five lovely children, ages 1-5,
who live in New Hampshire and North Carolina. She
spends time with husband Martin in their condo in
Point Judith, RI, and together they travel the
world. Recent trips included India and Turkey.
While in Berlin they visited classmate Shirley
Bochner von Buiren. Ellie is still active in com-
munity organizations, the AAUW, and the local his-
torical society, and has been a trustee for ten years
of the Public Library District. She is one busy lady.
Another candidate for the 100-hour day. Thanks to
you, Ellie, I can now spell Poughkeepsie. 

Gerry Rappe wrote to tell us that he had
moved from New Hyde Park, NY, to Fleetwood,
NC. He lives on the side of a mountain and says
it is absolutely gorgeous. He writes, “Am I retired?
Of course not! I manufacture fuel-enhancing
products for gasoline and diesel engines. Since
these really perform, I am busier that a one-
legged man at a fanny kicking contest.” (Hope
this gets past the censors, Gerry.) He invites you
to contact him if you’re in the area (www.aspen
goldfuelenhancer.com). Gerry offers another quote
from John C. Maxwell: “I judge the success of
each day, not by the harvest I reap but by the
seeds I sow. If you are always sowing seeds, the
harvest is guaranteed.” 

Bill Magee, Oneida, NY, is another busy man.
He has three addresses in New York—Oneida,
Cazenovia, and Albany—and is a member of the
111th Assembly District of the State of New York
and chairman of the Agriculture Committee. He is
also an auctioneer. Bill says he would like to hear
from Prof. Stan Warren and from anyone who re-
members him. Here’s a hello from me, Bill. I re-
member you. If you remember Bill, write him at
641 Legislature Office Bldg., Albany, NY 12248.
Hope you get a few letters, Bill. Keep up the
good work in the Assembly. 

George Ekstrom, Churchville, PA, retired in
1997 after 40 years with the same company. He
had a variety of research and development assign-
ments in several states. A varsity athlete, George
was on the football and track teams. He was for-
tunate enough to win a doctoral fellowship,
which he used at Purdue. Bill Onorato, McLean,
VA, sends his website for your interest (www.wto
consulting.com). I pulled it up and found that
Bill has traveled worldwide. Drop us a line and
share your world with us, Bill. 
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Joanne Schapiro Koch and Sarah Blacher
Cohen have published a book entitled Shared
Stages: Ten American Dramas of Blacks and Jews
(SUNY Press). Cornellians are especially invited to
celebrate this publication by a fellow classmate.
Shared Stages brings together ten of the best
contemporary American plays that dramatize the
explosive relationship of blacks and Jews in Amer-
ican society. My best wishes on the publication’s
success. Dave Kessler (NYC) has a new adventure
to report. It seems that Cornell Plantations invit-
ed Dave and 29 others to tour the gardens of
Yaddo in Saratoga Springs, NY, created by Spencer
Trask, a New York financier and philanthropist.
The immense Italian Classical-style gardens are
now the site of a “working artist” colony. Artists
and writers who have worked at Yaddo have won
61 Pulitzer Prizes, 56 National Book Awards, 22
National Book Critics Circle Awards, a Nobel Prize,
and numerous other awards. Working artists have
included John Cheever, Leonard Bernstein, James
Baldwin, Truman Capote, Aaron Copeland, Sylvia
Plath, Katherine Ann Porter, Mario Puzo, and
many, many more. 

Joel Blatt (NYC) is an associate professor of
European history at the U. of Connecticut, Stam-
ford. He participates in recreational tennis and
won, for the third consecutive time, the over-60
men’s singles at the Mullaly Open Tennis Compe-
tition in the Bronx. Congratulations, Joel! As al-
ways I urge you to send us your news. We can’t
do this without you! Thanks again to Larry
Wheeler for a fantastic website. Joanna Mc-
Cully, joannacelticlady@aol.com; and Doug
Fuss, dougout@attglobal.net. Class website,
http:/www.cornell61.org. 
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looked forward to the opening of the new visitors’
center at the National Military Park.

Don Juran’s FBI consultancy ended in June.
Since then, his earned income has derived main-
ly from umpiring softball games for the one league
in which he is still too young to play. He contin-
ues to play table tennis and volleyball in addition
to softball. Don (drj5@cornell.edu) now sings with
four D.C.-area groups, including the City Choir of
Washington. He’s had three of his compositions
performed, two by his synagogue choir and one
by the Arlington Metropolitan Chorus. He is now
working on a setting of Ezekiel’s dry bones prophe-
cy. “Everyone (their three daughters’ families) is
busy doing the family/work juggling act except
me!” notes Evelyn Eskin (evieskin@aol.com). She
retired last winter and is “giddy with the joy of
having discretionary time!” Evelyn and Dave Ma-
jor ’61 are in urban Philadelphia.

Gary Caplan’s present “day job” is home-
maker (a 9-year-old at home and wife Susan
(Schapiro) ’79 a doctoral candidate at Yale) and
zookeeper (two cats, one dog, fish, birds, and
assorted wildlife) in Cheshire, CT (diningwithg@
aol.com). Sociologist and author E. Kay Trim-
berger writes and blogs in Berkeley, CA. Her
2005 book, The New Single Woman, has just been
published in paperback and has been translated
and published in Taiwan and Poland. Kay’s web-
site is www.kaytrimberger.com. Russell Zelko,
MD ’67, recently retired as director of sports med-
icine at Cornell and moved to Chapel Hill, NC,
where he’s an orthopaedic consultant. After 40
years in engineering management, Pete Johnson
(bigredpcj@verizon.net) is enjoying retirement
in Ambler, PA. He and Diane like to travel and
spend time at their Lake George house.

Also retiring last year was Woody Gregory,
who was with Heery Int’l as D.C.-area manager.
He and Bonnie moved to Smith Mountain Lake,
VA, where they enjoy fishing, gardening, and
grandchildren. Grandsons figure prominently in
the retirement activities of Joni and Bernard
McHugh, who are in Woodbridge, VA. Butch was
consultant for the Inst. for Defense Analysis in
Washington, DC, and spent 23 years as LTC in the
US Army. Travel, poker, chess, and Mr. Fixit activ-
ities keep Butch busy. Here in Seattle are Cor and
Pat Rice DeHart (mpdehart@comcast.net), en-
joying a downtown urban lifestyle. Pat is an epi-
demiologist at the Washington State Dept. of
Health. The DeHarts are wine collectors and just
returned from a trip to Spain and Portugal.

Truckee, CA, is home to “retired and loving it”
Lynne and Dr. Terry Baker (reteyedoc@aol.com).
Art teacher Priscilla Snow Algava (palgava@
sbschools.org) keeps busy making art and caring
for her 90-year-young mother. Check out her web-
site at http://priscillaalgava.com. She and hus-
band Martin Silverman ’61 live in Princeton, NJ.
Susan and Russell Geiger (russ.geiger@mayrsohn.
com) are in Coral Gables, FL, where Russ is import
manager for Mayrsohn Int’l Trading Co. He is treas-
urer of his temple men’s club and volunteers at a
soup kitchen. Also a purveyor of produce is Bill
Brozowski of McAllen, TX (txfarmerbill@yahoo.
com). Bill enjoys birdwatching, travel, and Bible
study and notes that he’d rather be “enjoying an-
other wonderful Cornell reunion” right now. Less
than four years till the next one!

Mary Van Vleck (mv52@cornell.edu) reports
in from her cohousing community in Charlotte, VT.
She moved from Lincoln, MA, to this “adventure—
a community just getting started that has been
exciting and rewarding.” Mary enjoys being close

to her daughter’s family and is in touch with
James Ransom, Carlotta Fink Shaw ’63, and
Sukey Heitmann Gutin.

If you send an annual letter, please remem-
ber to forward a copy to me so I can share your
news with classmates who are eager to hear about
you. Jan McClayton Crites, 9420 NE 17th St.,
Clyde Hill, WA 98004; e-mail, jmc50@cornell.edu.
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62 In honor of the 50th anniver-
sary of the Cornell Frosh Cross
Country Team, whose record of

being IC4A champs and undefeated in eight
meets has yet to be bettered, Paul Deignan, MPS
’74, decided to “track” down his teammates using
Cornell Connect. Paul learned that Eric Groon is
a realtor in Boulder, CO, and Jim McSweeney, MD
’66, a radiologist in Wilton, CT. The ranks of the
retired include Bill Arnst of Fredericksburg, VA;
Bob Strahota, MBA ’64, retired SEC lawyer, Chevy
Chase, MD; Mike Adams, MBA ’64, retired from
Bristol-Myers-Squibb, Scottsdale AZ; animal
breeder Paul Raymond of Constable, NY; ski
instructor Jim Lansdowne, MBA ’65, Evergreen,
CO; and Lynn Kasin, healthcare administrator in
Peekskill. In addition, class co-historian Pete
Slater is Provost at TCI College, NYC; John Mun-
day is a professor at Regent U. in Virginia Beach,
VA; Chris Coggeshall is a lawyer in Portland, ME;
and Warren Weber a commercial organic farmer
in Bolinas, CA. Ray Westendorp passed away in
1962 and Joel Heine in 1994.

Of 15 original team members, 14 graduated,
with five earning master’s degrees; six have doc-
torates. John Munday ran this year’s Boston
Marathon and six others “still claim to run.” The
team will present an anniversary plaque and gift
at the annual cross country banquet in Ithaca in
December. “For me,” writes Paul, “the process of
finding these fellows has been very rewarding.”
Paul and Mary (Davis) (pbd7@cornell.edu and
mdd23@cornell.edu) live in Gettysburg, PA, where
he is retired from healthcare nutrition services and
active in the local Lions Club. Mary has trained as
a local host for Elderhostel and is treasurer of her
Apple Needlepointers chapter. Both Deignans

63 Even though Reunion is almost
six months behind us, there are
some classmates I didn’t have a

chance to talk about in the Reunion Report last
time. John and Joan Brown Winston live near
Washington, DC. Jim and Retta Presby Weaver
love living in Loudon, NH (home of NASCAR rac-
ing). Retta does local historical research. Craig and
Claire McCarthy Peterson were our “roommates” at
reunion. They live in Evanston, IL, and spend a lot
of time traveling. Their son’s family, including two
grandchildren, live close by while their daughter’s
family is in the Boston area. Craig is a wonderful
photographer and shares his travel photos of local
people when asked! Mario and Lynn Concha are
in Atlanta, GA. Mario is retired from Georgia-Pacific
and Lynn is a lawyer.

Chuck and Marcy Bergren Pine were there
from Southern California. They spend some time
in Telluride, CO, where Warren Icke ’62 and I
spend the summers. Mark and Carolyn Press Lan-
dis ’65 live in Princeton, NJ. One of their four
children is an ’03 grad and shares her reunion
with Mark. Ed and Carol Hoerning are originally
from Long Island and upstate New York, but call
Gastonia, NC, their home now. Some of their chil-
dren live in North Carolina while the rest require
a trip to upstate New York.

Steve and Marjorie Walker Sayer came to Re-
union via a wonderful trip to Turkey. They hadn’t
even had time to return home to Brattleboro, VT,
before heading to Ithaca. Talk about jet lag! Russ
Stevenson and Margie Axtell ’66 were leaving
Monday after Reunion for a trip to Machu Picchu.
Linda Reed Seaver has just moved to Belleville,
ON, to be closer to her daughter and grandchild.
Her son has a new baby in Ottawa. She works two
mornings a month as a child welfare worker in Ni-
agara Falls, NY. Richard Clark is a lobbyist in
Washington, DC. I had a quick e-mail from Doris
Grayson Kitson noting a New York Times article on
July 6 in the Business Section about Jules Kroll.

Rochelle “Shelley” Davis Mandelbaum owns
Luxury World Travel by Shelley (shellytrav@aol.
com). Her last big trip was in March 2007 when
she traveled to China. Cruising is an important
part of her life and so are her six “gorgeous”
grandchildren. Shelley would like to encourage all
her Class of 1963 School of Nursing classmates to
send news to her at the above e-mail address.
Myra Sobelsohn Boxer was at Reunion. She re-
cently retired from AT&T and moved from New
Jersey to Connecticut to be closer to family. She
has a son in Larchmont, NY, and the rest of her
family is in the Fairfield, CT, area. She is dabbling
in painting and visits art galleries and museums
regularly. A trip to Eastern Europe was a highlight
of her spring. Besides spending time with her two
grandchildren, she jogs, swims, and hopes to be-
gin training for a mini-triathlon.

Leaf Turner was also at Reunion. He retired
from the Theoretical Division of Los Alamos Na-
tional Laboratory after a 30-year career in energy
research. He also has been senior coach of the US
Physics Team that competes yearly in the Int’l
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Physics Olympiad. He and his wife have been liv-
ing in Ithaca where Leaf fills his time with re-
search as a visiting scientist at Cornell’s Center
for Radio Physics and Space Research. This sum-
mer he will be teaching as a senior lecturer in Ap-
plied and Engineering Physics and has ongoing
duties as section editor of “Fluid and Plasma The-
ory” of the Journal of Physics. Leaf’s wife is an
avid gardener and they enjoy “imbibing the wel-
come moisture and fragrances of the East again.”
Their youngest daughter, a third-generation Cor-
nellian, has just finished her senior year in Arts
and Sciences. Leaf’s family includes their four
children and six grandchildren.

Marvin and Hue McConnell are in Kirkland,
WA. So far this year they have traveled to South
America for a month, South Africa on a CAU trip
for two weeks, and Vietnam for three weeks. They
have a great fishing boat in Ketchikan, AK, which
they visit about five times every summer. Hue’s last
brother was recently able to immigrate to the US.
Gary and Patricia Smith attended Friday night’s
reunion cocktail party with most of their 12 chil-
dren. Gary is still in general practice of internal
medicine and geriatrics in Batavia, NY. He said
they only travel occasionally because there is al-
ways a child’s activity going on. Besides being in-
volved with his family, Gary has time to golf, sing
in a community chorus, coach youth soccer and
football, and exercise daily! This year there were
two graduations in the family: Daniel from Chris-
tendom College with a master’s in economics, and
Breton graduating from the master’s program at
SUNYAB in interdisciplinary science. That’s all for
now! Nancy Bierds Icke, 12350 E. Roger Road,
Tucson, AZ 85749; e-mail, icke63@gmail.com. 

c

countries as Zambia and Tanzania. Lawrence is an
Ag college graduate, and before entering the con-
sulting field taught soil science at the collegiate
level for 12 years in Canada. He now lives in Win-
nipeg, Manitoba, with his wife Erna. They have
three grown children. Lawrence enjoys music
(choir singing, piano) and jogging. In addition to
work-related travel to Africa, the family went to
Germany in August ’07 for a son’s wedding.

Barbara Furman Attardi, a research physician,
has a new contract from the National Inst. of Child
Health and Human Development, as Bioqual’s di-
rector of a molecular endocrinology project on
contraceptive development and reproductive med-
icine. Barbara, who is our class secretary, lives in
Rockville, MD, and has three grown children and
a daughter-in-law, all of whom are Cornellians, and
a new grandchild. She enjoys physical activities
(e.g., running, biking, and swimming) and the-
ater. She travels often to Seattle and San Fran-
cisco where two of her children live.

Richard and Joyce Payne Church are “en-
joying retirement” while still living in Freeville,
NY, and doing volunteer work. Richard is presi-
dent of the Friends of the Witter Agricultural Mu-
seum at the NYS Fairgrounds, and is on the board
of directors of both the NYS Agricultural Society,
and the NYS Grange. He also is active with the
Cornell Council and is president of the Alpha Zeta
Corp. board. Joyce is active as a facilitator with
My Brother’s Keeper Quilt Group, makers of sleep-
ing bags (“ugly quilts”) from donated materials
for homeless people. Recent travels included vis-
its to their son Stephen ’95 and his family in
Tampa, FL, and their daughter Deb Church Wor-
ley ’92 and her family in Los Alamos, NM. George
and Patricia Lenihan Ayres are still crop farm-
ers, living in Shortsville, NY.

Steve Einhorn has published a joke book: If
You Try to Please Everybody, You Will Lose Your
Ass. Steve wrote the book in conjunction with
his 65th birthday; it contains jokes and reflec-
tions on business and life. He hopes it will be
read by young adults who are recent graduates
of what Steve terms the “politically correct world
of most American universities.” The book is avail-
able at: www.ifyoutrytopleaseeverybody.com. But
he says it won’t be required reading for our June
’09 reunion. Steve and wife Nancy (Lore) still
live in Milwaukee, WI. Helen Menges Knoll has
retired from her career as an attorney and ad-
ministrator with the US Dept. of Transportation.
Helen and her husband Robert Cleland live in Se-
dona, AZ, where they enjoy volunteering, hiking,
travel, and reading. Her volunteer activities in-
clude the Verde Valley Sanctuary domestic abuse
shelter, the local transit advisory committee, and
past presidency of “Sedona Women, Dames Who
Make a Difference.” Recent trips were to Copper
Canyon and Puerto Vallarta in Mexico.

Here’s the latest from our 45th Reunion plan-
ning meeting. Subject to final university approval,

our class will be the first residents in a brand new,
air-conditioned dorm on West Campus. We have
super dining and program plans for the weekend,
such as Thursday night cocktails at the Ornithol-
ogy Lab at Sapsucker Woods, lunch on Saturday
at the Plantations, the Sherwoods to serenade us
at the Plantations, and more. We are looking for
volunteers to help make affinity calls to get class-
mates back for reunion, and to assist with other

tasks like welcoming classmates back as they ar-
rive. Please e-mail one of our chairpersons—Stan
Morgenstein (sm124@cornell.edu) or Arnie and
Mary Cantor Hammer (aahammer@aol.com)—to
let them know how you would like to assist. Don’t
miss the chance to meet old friends, catch up on
what’s been happening in others’ lives, and make
new acquaintances. Join us at the 45th Reunion,
June 4-7, 2009!

That’s it for this issue. My thanks again to all
of you for responding to my pleas for news to fill
this column. Rest assured your tidings will ap-
pear in subsequent columns. For now, be sure to
visit our class website (http://classof64.alumni.
cornell.edu) and to send me news at home or on-
line at: blamont64@comcast.net. Bev Johns
Lamont, 720 Chestnut St., Deerfield, IL 60015;
e-mail, blamont64@comcast.net.
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64 The cliché has it right: when
it rains, it pours. Witness all
the news you folks have sent

since my entreaty for same. Thanks again, and
keep it coming!

A pair of congrats to attorney Gary Rushmer,
MBA ’65, JD ’68. Last June, Gary, who lives and
practices in Orlando, FL, was named by Florida Su-
per Lawyers magazine as one of Florida’s top attor-
neys for 2008. Then, a few days later, Florida Trend
magazine named Gary a member of the “Florida Le-
gal Elite 2008.” Just five percent of Florida lawyers
are honored annually by Super Lawyers, in a de-
termination made by a Minneapolis-based firm, Key
Professional Media. The Legal Elite honor, on the
other hand, is a peer-selected kudo. Gary is man-
aging partner of his own law firm, which he co-
founded in 1984, and specializes in personal injury
and wrongful death law, plus professional matters.
He also is very active in a number of law practice-
related organizations.

Condolences to Linda Rasken Iversen, whose
husband and classmate Robert, MBA ’65, passed
away in January. Linda lives in Fort Lauderdale, FL.
Thomas Helfrich, last in this column 20 years ago,
reports his fourth grandchild was born last March,
but provides no other news. Tom lives in Pittsford,
NY. Donna Gellis Grushka, MS ’68, writes that she
and husband Elimelech, PhD ’68, last year be-
came first-time grandparents, first from a daugh-
ter who lives in London, then shortly after from
another daughter who lives in Tel Aviv, Israel, near
her parents, who still live in DN Tsfon Yehuda.

Lawrence Loewen-Rudgers has made a career
doing development consulting in the field of agri-
culture, often as a team leader, for several African
countries, including such struggling emerging

65 A beautiful autumn at Cornell
concludes and the snowy season
is on the way. While this is the

year that many ’65ers are turning 65, our class
members are remaining active with their travels,
their families, and exciting projects. Richard
Andrew still lives in New York and volunteers with
PEOPLE Inc. In the same vein, he is a spiritual
group leader and a Sunday school helper. Among
Richard’s other interests are cross-country skiing,
windsurfing, kayaking, canoeing, and hiking. Cor-
nell memories include the football game versus
Princeton where Gary Wood ’69 won the game by
one point, and the NCAA championship hockey
team with Ken Dryden ’69. He would like to hear
from Sigma Pi brothers. Carlos Niederhauser of
West Virginia keeps busy skiing, dancing, travel-
ing, and drinking wine. He fondly remembers the
great people he met at Cornell, many of whom he
is in touch with still. Lon Benamy has retired after
37 years of teaching. Living in Brooklyn, he now
spends his time with Mineral Splendor (mineral
splendor.com), a place described as having exqui-
site gifts.

Rick Meltzer is still a practicing physician
in New Jersey. He finds time to ski, play golf,
and visit with granddaughters Ella in Colorado
and Ariel and Lila in Connecticut. Recently, Rick
and wife Linda (Cohen) ’64 took up a new hob-
by: kayaking. News from Nancy Felthousen Ri-
denour, MAT ’73, of Ithaca, NY. After retiring as
a high school biology teacher and department
head, Nancy keeps busy gardening, traveling, and

‘Joyce Payne Church is active as a 
facilitator with My Brother’s Keeper
Quilt Group, makers of “ugly quilts.”’Bev Johns Lamont ’64
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doing ceramics, photography, and volunteer work.
She has opened an art studio in her home and
sells digital photography with giclée ink. Her vol-
unteer activities include the “Light in Winter Fes-
tival” in Ithaca. Nancy finds herself very busy,
but would like to travel more to Europe, Asia,
and Africa. Her daughter Sheryl lives in Chicago
and works with museum installations. She was

born while Nancy lived in Laos during the late
’60s. Nancy would like very much to hear from
Laura Huberman, who lives in Israel.

Lots of news from Liz Gordon. Son Matthew
Lowenbraun ’02 was married on May 18, 2008
to Lisa Strumwasser. They had known each oth-
er since sixth grade, but didn’t date until 2004.
There were at least 32 Cornellians present at the
wedding including Liz’s mom, Annette Newman
Gordon ’39, and Liz’s aunts Dorothy Newman
Seligman ’41 and Edith Newman Weinberger ’43.
Five other Cornell family members were also pres-
ent, including brother Jim Gordon ’72 and four
cousins. Three of Matt’s groomsmen were Cornell-
ians: Jon Eastern ’00, Danny Devinney ’02, and
Morgan Hayes ’02. Liz can highly recommend the
Cornell Club, where the rehearsal dinner was held,
for fine service and delectable food. Matt just fin-
ished his first year at Columbia School of Busi-
ness, and Lisa is beginning a graduate degree
program in organizational psychology at Colum-
bia. Liz, meanwhile, is working part-time as a
fundraising and strategic planning consultant for
nonprofits, while husband Neil is still at IBM.

Joel Perlman, who is based in New York City,
is still actively producing sculptures. In his spare
time, he plays tennis, basketball, and lacrosse
with sons Jack, 12, and Sam, 10. One of his fond-
est Cornell memories is riding his motorcycle on
warm Ithaca nights. He would like to hear from
Kerry Jarvis Nadel ’66.

Terry, Ron, and I enjoy reporting classmates’
information to you; however, we are limited by lack
of news. Send anything at any time. Nothing is too
mundane! Joan Elstein Rogow, psurutsc@
aol.com; Ronald Harris, rsh28@cornell.edu; Ter-
ry Kohleriter Schwartz, TerryKS7@aol.com.

c

Southeast Asia Tour Group. Organized by Bill
Melvin ’68, BS Hotel ’70, the group and some
sponsors assemble quarterly at selected restaurants
convenient to Dulles Airport. Any Glee Clubber who
wants to participate should contact Tom or Bill.

Judith Jayson Sonfield and husband Matt
’64 welcomed new grandson Noah on July 30,
2008. Nancy Kurtz writes that she plays in a

band, Phil Dirt, with her husband Jon Kovash and
daughter Josie, which she says is “pretty special.”
She writes that since she “already lives in one of
the most beautiful places in the world” (Moab, UT),
she and Jon travel mainly to take workshops or
to see family. Nancy loved the article on Keith
Olbermann ’79 in the Alumni News. Bill Kilberg
writes of the activities of his five children.
Daughters Sarah and Gillian have presented Bill
and wife Bobbe with four grandchildren. Cameron,
his youngest daughter, is in law school at George
Washington U., while older son Jonathan is a
successful entrepreneur building windmills for
generators. Younger son Andrew is a sophomore
at Princeton. Bill is a senior partner with Gibson,
Dunn, and Crutcher in Washington, DC.

Dennis Lutz, MCE ’67, lives in Burlington, VT,
with wife Carol. They are the proud grandparents
of Hayden Crosbie Lutz, born one day prior to
Dennis’s birthday. Dennis continues to work full-
time as public works director town engineer for
Essex, VT. He and Carol attended an Elderhostel
at the Biltmore Estate in North Carolina and va-
cationed in San Antonio and Savannah. They
spend weekends camping in Vermont and New
York State. Jean Duchow Solomon, BA ’68, is a
family medicine physician in Palm Springs, CA.
She writes, “I work a few days a week and spend
the rest of the time enjoying all the sunny activ-
ities in this beautiful desert area. I occasionally
see other Cornellians at alumni activities in Los
Angeles and Las Vegas, which is always a lot of
fun.” Jean would love to hear from any Cornell-
ians visiting the Palm Springs area.

Rick Chandler lives in Bainbridge Island, WA,
and continues to work half-time at Bainbridge Is-
land Historical Museum as facilities coordinator
and exhibit specialist. He recently opened a new
long-term exhibit, “An Island Story,” and was also
employed as the museum presentation specialist
(exhibit construction and installation) at the
Burke Museum of Cultural and National History at
the U. of Washington. He travels the Interstate 5
corridor via Amtrak from Bellingham, WA, to Eu-
gene, OR, “for family and fun.” Neil Teague, MBA
’73, Fayette, NY, has been busy with graduations
and weddings. His son Scott, DVM ’99, was mar-
ried in Newport, RI, over Labor Day weekend in
2007. Scott and his wife are both practicing vets.
In December he traveled to Houston for his
younger son Ryan’s graduation as a physician’s as-
sistant from Baylor College of Medicine. The fol-
lowing week he traveled to Maricaibo, Venezuela,
to be present at Ryan’s wedding.

Carla Meisel Schwartz lives in Colchester, CT.
Her husband Stephen, MBA ’67, retired from S&S
Worldwide this year, leaving their sons to run the
business. Carla and Stephen spend half the year
in Florida and enjoy and delight in spending time
with their three granddaughters and two grand-
sons. They travel to China often. John Cobey
lives in Cincinnati, OH, with his wife Jan Frankel.
He has been practicing law with the same firm,
Cohen, Todd, Kite & Stanford LLC, for the last 38
years. Oldest son David graduated from Prince-
ton in ’07 and is currently working for an NGO in
Guatemala for a year. Younger son Max is a fresh-
man at American U.

John Deasy, BS Ag ’71, MPS ’72, who lives in
Doylestown, PA, with wife Konstance McCaffree,
is retired and “loving it.” Jon and Konstance en-
joy spending time at their camp on a lake in the
Adirondacks. They also enjoy flying his old Beech
Craft Bonanza airplane. He says he enjoyed a trip
to Sydney, Australia, where he traveled through
the bush in New South Wales, saw kangaroos and
wombats, and survived “driving on the wrong side
of the road.” Craig Havemeyer, MS ORIE ’67,
writes that he launched his fifth career in 2005—
selling real estate in beautiful southwest Florida.
You can visit his website at www.Floridacraig.com.

Please continue to send in your news. We
enjoy hearing from you. Deanne Gebell Git-
ner, dgg26@cornell.edu; Pete Salinger, pas44@
cornell.edu; Susan Rockford Bittker, ladyscienc@
aol.com.

c

‘Harvey Montague reports that 
his work now includes designing 
a new town in Maui, HI.’Richard B. Hoffman ’67

66 In early August, I spent a week
at CAU, where my husband Gerry
and I took a course on Post-War

Presidents with professors Glenn Altschuler, PhD
’76, and Joel Silbey. It was nice to see class co-
president Alice Katz Berglas, who was in the
same course.

Grandchildren and retirements are keeping
class of ’66ers busy. Tom Willis, MS ORIE ’67, who
lives in Rockville, MD, with wife Riki, has retired
from the engineering department at the US Postal
Service headquarters as of June 1, 2008. He says,
“Like other retirees, I do not know how I had
time to go to work!” He and Riki have been en-
joying the get-togethers of the Glee Club’s 1966

67 Arlene Blutreich Savitsky (New
York City; arlene.savitsky@gmail.
com) advises us: “Just for the

record, or perhaps CAU reported it incorrectly, I
did not go to Big Bend National Park in Texas, but
rather tasted wines and ate in Bordeaux after (not
before) going to Tunisia and Malta and attempt-
ing to go to Libya (our visas were denied) with
CAU.” Arlene adds, “In February 2008, I retired as
a VP of the Chanel Co. Ltd. to enable me to travel
even more and will be tasting wine in Burgundy
with CAU this September.”

Class VP Les Glick, JD ’70 (Washington, DC;
lglick@porterwright.com) reports that he was a
speaker at the first Cornell Law School reunion/
symposium for Latin American alumni held in Mi-
ami in April. Les specializes in international trade
law and does a lot of work with Mexico and Latin
America. He spoke about NAFTA on a panel with
other Cornell Law and MBA alumni including the
general counsel of Procter & Gamble for Latin
America and the former ambassador from Colom-
bia to the US. At the reception held afterwards,
he spent time catching up with Dick Marks, MBA
’68, who is retired and living in Florida. Les re-
ports that the third edition of his book Guide to
US Customs and Trade Laws has been published
by Kluwer Law Int’l.

Another longtime class officer, councilmember
Karen Kaufman Polansky (Carmichael, CA), writes,
“For years, my kids have been trying to get me to
switch from AOL to gmail and finally they suc-
ceeded.” Her new e-mail is kkpolansky@gmail.com.
Kim Howell (Box 35197, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania;
kmhowell@udsm.ac.tz) is professor of zoology at
the U. of Dar es Salaam. Peter McAfee, Lake Placid,
NY, started the Adirondack Chapter of the Cornell
Hotel Society, based in Lake Placid. As for friends
he’d like to hear from: “I’m in touch with them all.”

Alan Becker (Hinsdale, IL; aibecker@comcast.
net) is managing partner of Litchfield Cave LLP.
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He is also a director of Lifelink Corp., a not-for-
profit provider of senior housing, family coun-
seling, adoption and foster care, and Head Start,
and a director of First Folio Shakespeare. Harvey
Montague, MArch ’71 (Wayland, MA; hmontague@
comcast.net) reports that his work as an architect
and urban planner now includes designing a new
town featuring senior housing in Maui, HI. He’s
also on his town committee and visits New York
City often to see his daughter, son, daughter-in-
law, granddaughter, and grandson. “I am having
a well-adjusted life—and am happy,” writes Robin
J. Risch (Lancaster, OH). She’s “keeping busy dai-
ly” as a clerk at her family’s drugstore.

The class has been informed of the death in
December 2004 of Jeremy Strickland of Hillsbor-
ough, NJ. As I write, the political season here in
D.C is at its quadrennial height and I’m returning
to the road less well traveled, back doing inter-
national (and domestic) justice system consulting.

Richard B. Hoffman, 2925 28th St. NW, Wash-
ington, DC 20008; e-mail, rhoffman@erols.com.
c

third and fourth grandchildren, as Bruce’s son Noah
has two daughters. Warren Chane is a US Foreign
Service Officer who plays golf in his free time. He
arranges meetings in London for high-level US
government officials. Brian Earle ’67, MPS ’71,
presented a lecture on “Sensible Civility” on July
2, 2008 in Alice Statler Auditorium as part of Cor-
nell’s School of Continuing Education and Summer
Sessions. Brian, who recently retired as a senior
lecturer in communication, and taught the virtues
of proper etiquette for more than 25 years in his
business courses, notes that general politeness
correlates with such positive cardiological and neu-
robiological effects as low blood pressure.

Bob (“Ghost”) Gray ’72 is trying to reconnect
with Chi Psi’s from the classes of 1968 to 1976 in
hopes of arranging some mini-reunions. Chi Psi’s
are encouraged to contact Bob at Mrgray1000@
aol.com. Henry Siegel, our reunion chair, ar-
ranged for a donation to the American Cancer So-
ciety in memory of Rob Selden, classmate Steve
Siegel’s life partner for 29 years. Rob died in July
2008 in New York City.

Elaine Elinson is living in San Francisco with
her husband Renato Ciria Criz and is a freelance
writer/editor and a communications consultant.
She is currently working on a book on the his-
tory of civil liberties in California to be published
in 2009. Hal “Corky” Nunn writes that he and
wife Angie live in San Jose, CA, where he is di-
rector of marketing and communications at Pil-
lar Data Systems. Corky coaches youth hockey for
the Santa Clara Blackhawks and plays in a rock
band called the Over Commitments! Yvonne Pi-
card is a psychotherapist and lives in Tiburon,
CA. When she’s not working, she enjoys spend-
ing time with her children and grandchildren—
“They light up my life.”

Bennett Marsh, who lives with wife Patricia
in Haymarket, VA, has been helping Colin G.
Campbell ’57 restore Colonial Williamsburg to
the “glory days” of the 1960s and has been
working to create a violence-free setting for
democracy in the Caribbean, particularly in Ja-
maica. Ray Reisler, MAT ’71, lives in Los Ange-
les and is the executive director of the S. Mark
Taper Foundation, a private family foundation
there. Ray’s 16-year-old son is considering Hotel
Management at Cornell. Ray asks if any Hotel
grad in the area would be willing to talk to his
son about his or her experiences. Ray’s email ad-
dress is: ray@smtfoundation.org.

In closing, I would like to encourage mem-
bers of our class to write to me with your news at
any time. I have recently learned that the amount
of space devoted to our class’s column is based
on the number of our classmates who subscribe
to Cornell Alumni Magazine. So if we want to have
more space, we need more subscribers. I look for-
ward to hearing from you all soon! Mary Hart-
man Schmidt, mary.schmidt@psflaw.com.

c

Polo is what Doug Antczak remembers most
fondly about his student days. As professor of
equine medicine, Doug says, “Being a professor
at Cornell is just fine by me!” Work keeps him
busy with Cornell events across the country and
plenty of foreign travel. Last year took him to San
Diego, Costa Rica, Ireland, Iceland, England, and
Scotland. Trips to Tasmania, Rome, and Amster-
dam were on Philip Callahan’s work schedule. He
is still at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory working
on the Cassini Radar that was featured on the
cover of Nature magazine in January 2007, “Ti-
tan’s Lakes Revealed.” Phil stays connected to
Cornell through CAAAN interviews. He also reports
a fantastic safari to Tanzania and training for the
L.A. Marathon. He writes, “I went to a 60th birth-
day party in St. Louis for Sandor Kovacs, now a
professor of cardiology at Washington U.”

Bruce Gilbert, vice president and director of
security and systems engineering solutions at
SRA Int’l Inc., lives in Virginia, where he is busy
with work and church activities. Most recently he
reports traveling and spending time with his chil-
dren and grandchildren, and fondly remembering
the scenery in and around the Cornell campus. Gail
Gordon, JD ’72, remembers “open vistas, open
minds, open doors. Also sitting on the terrace on
a perfect fall day, looking out over the lake with
a group of friends who were studying nuclear
physics, civil engineering, linguistics, anthropol-
ogy, and textiles and pattern-making, and learn-
ing from them all. Where else could you do that
other than Cornell?” An attorney with Pall Corp.,
Gail also tells us she is still active in community
theater with the James Street Players of Babylon,
NY. The group is known for producing revivals of
classic musicals with a full NYC orchestra.

From Jenkintown, PA, Ed Landau writes that
he has had his own landscape architecture prac-
tice for many years, after getting a degree from
Syracuse in 1973. He specializes in healthcare fa-
cilities. He routinely sees Gerry Roehm and Alan
Maiter; both were high school as well as college
classmates. Naresh Khanna reports that fellow
Cornellian Chris Ryan ’72 is in the bakery busi-
ness in L.A., and Jacques Verhaak ’68 is in Mem-
phis, TN, enjoying publishing and time off.

William Shaw, JD/MPA ’73, is an attorney
with a small general practice, whose clients include
about 40 fraternity chapters at Cornell and near-
by. He is also the founding director of the Cayuga
Lake Watershed Network, is involved in agro-
forestry and tree farming, and enjoys bow-hunting,
including coyote and fox. William stays in contact
with his former roommate and best friend Bill
Baines ’70. When Suzanne Backiel Slattery mar-
ried last year, the wedding took place at the home
of her old college friend Carolyn Ugiss Altieri.
Maria Keiser Bartlett was also in attendance and
arranged the flowers for the ceremony. Suzanne
had occasion to travel to Croatia—very interesting
with beautiful scenery, she says. Suzanne makes
her living as a marketing and promotion consult-
ant. Arda Coyle Boucher, 21 Hemlock Hill Rd.,
Amherst, NH 03031, aboucher@airmar.com.

c

68 I would be remiss if I did not
begin my first column as your
class correspondent with a note

of thanks to Gordon Silver. Gordon was not only
a past president of our class and our class corre-
spondent for the past 25 (that’s right, 25) years,
but a terrific friend to many in our class. Gordon’s
dedication to Cornell has been manifested in so
many ways. He has set a very high standard for
me as I assume these duties.

In his final column, Gordon included news
and his observations from our 40th Reunion. I
echo his sentiments and want to include some of
my own observations about the reunion as well. I
was very happy to catch up with Beth Deabler
Corwin and her husband Ric. Beth was my judo
partner many moons ago. Her sorority sister Mary
Sander Janaitis and husband Don Alden were also
in attendance.

Proving that one’s sense of humor only im-
proves with age were our classmates Barry and
Janet Jacobi Grossman from Erie, PA. Both have
had varied careers since graduation, but Janet is
now teaching people to be professional chefs and
Barry is an entrepreneur in the restaurant field.
Patricia Kendell Kennedy traveled from the West
Coast for Reunion, where she continues her career
as a nurse. Other Kappas in Ithaca last June were
Harrell Hunter Scarcello and husband Paul ’67,
who live in Michigan, Cathy Osborne Thurston and
husband Paul, and Kathy Maney Fox and husband
Gary. Cheryl Marlette Christensen and her husband
Arne were in attendance as well, and shared sto-
ries of their travels since Arne’s retirement. It was
also good to see Edward Marchant and his wife
Catherine at our class dinner. I was very glad to
see Philip Mann, my old boss at the Cornell Daily
Sun, at the reception held at the Sun’s new offices.

Now for other news. Steve Steinhardt spends
two days a week providing daycare to his two
grandchildren and serves as special counsel to the
Albany law firm Nolan & Heller, which specializes
in healthcare law. Steve still plays basketball in
an over-50 league and mixed doubles tennis. Lar-
ry Deutsch writes that he is a family physician
and medical hypnotist, who also plays tennis in
his spare time. He has a website: www.drlarry.
com. Larry lives in Ottawa, Ontario, and has a
satellite office in Manhattan.

Bruce Singer’s daughter Katie gave birth to
twins, a boy and a girl, last April. They are Bruce’s

69 “Your class organization is al-
ready at work planning for our
40th Reunion next June,” writes

our class president, John Rees. If you would like
to get involved to make this reunion the best get-
together ever, volunteer to contact friends, team-
mates, classmates you worked with, fellow club
members, or all those people you’ve been wonder-
ing about for years. E-mail John at jdr35@cornell.
edu to let him know you will help. And check our
class website, http://classof69.alumni.cornell.
edu/, to see the growing list of early committers.

70 A short column this time, but
more to come when your adven-
turous class president and cor-

respondent returns from her most recent travels
to other continents.

R. Daniel Ladd Jr. (Bethesda, MD; danladd
347@aol.com) writes, “My wife Jill (Jayson) ’73
and I were at her reunion in June. We also
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brought my parents Bob ’43 and Carol Bowman
Ladd ’43 to their 65th Reunion. We enjoyed our
stay at the Carl Becker House (on West Campus)
and all the activities. I will be back in 2010 for
our 40th!” And from Ruth Sauberman Wachob
(San Jose, CA; hwachob@pacbell.net): “I’ve been
the teacher/director of a state preschool for the
Cupertino Union School District for the past 19
years. I’m looking forward to retiring in one or two
years. My husband Harry ’69, PhD ’76, is working
at XOFT Inc., helping develop a small electronic X-
ray source that helps more safely irradiate breast
and endometrial cancers. We love being grand-
parents. Our son Sean’s daughter turned 3 in June.
That same month, our daughter Rebecca married
Marc Marasco, MS ILR ’98, on June 7. Also at-
tending were Ken ’68, MS ’72, and Carol Scholz,
our kids’ godparents.” 

I received sad news from Marcia Franklin of
Boise, ID, who is the cousin of our classmate Mark
Eiges. She wrote to inform us that Mark died in
April 2008 at his home in Studio City, CA, of nat-
ural causes. At the time of his death, Mark was a
video editor and post-production supervisor for
television and film projects. He is survived by his
sister Marilyn of New York City. For further infor-
mation, you could contact Marcia at idahowriter@
aol.com. Send news any time of year to: Con-
nie Ferris Meyer, cfm7@cornell.edu.

c

how to get out of debt and create personal wealth.
Dale enjoys working in asset management servic-
es and keeps busy recruiting, training, and devel-
oping her staff. In an e-mail, she reminisces about
her Cornell friends. “At some point in our lives, for-
mer roommates and sorority sisters become such
good longtime friends that we no longer classify
them as ‘Cornell friends’ or ‘sorority friends.’ We
easily accept that we will speak and get together
as often as possible, like family, sharing mundane
occurrences as well as special events.” Last sum-
mer, Dale and Susan Weinstein Siroky shared a
wonderful week in Paris together. Dale writes, “Su-
san’s fluency in French, having taught languages,
and my knowledge of art, led to a highlight day
trip to Monet’s home and gardens in Giverny. How-
ever, our combined Cornell educations were no
match for a French laundromat where we didn’t un-
derstand that just because the place was ‘ouvert’
didn’t mean the machines would work. If the place
had a video camera, you would have seen an up-
roarious rendition of ‘Lucy and Ethel in Paris’!”
Dale lives in Manhattan and would love to hear
from you at dale_cohen@yahoo.com.

As your columnist, I certainly share Dale’s
sentiment about the special meaning of my old
Cornell friendships. In August, my husband Joe
’69 and I had the pleasure of attending the wed-
ding of Michael Eisenstein, son of Jeff ’69 and
Sandi Taylor Eisenstein in Seattle. Cornellians
in attendance included Howie, MD ’75, and Ar-
lene Rosenfeld Schenker, Diane Brenner, Beth
Shapiro Stroul, Leslie Jennis Obus, and Bob and
Laurie Eisenstein Gottleib ’72. Prior to the wed-
ding weekend, Joe and I had a terrific visit with
Tim Harris, JD ’74, and family at his summer
home in Washington State. 

Another classmate who holds onto old friend-
ships is Rick Leland, who got together in Itha-
ca last spring with fellow Tau Delts Steve Altman,
Steve Rappaport, Marty Marmor, Harold Ames,
and Kris Perry. Rick reports that they enjoyed a
weekend of hiking, eating, laughing, playing pok-
er, and having some spirited political discussions.

We received a nice note from Gilda Klein
Linden (GKL41971@yahoo.com) from her new
home in a historic community in Fairlawn, NJ.
Gilda retired from a 25-year career in public ed-
ucation as a biology teacher, health teacher, and
school RN. She plans to spend her free time with
her toddler grandson and working in her garden.
Gilda recently had dinner with a group of women
from SDT including Cara Nash Iason, Leslie Kir-
pich Brill, Nancy Weiss Rich ’69, Karen Maisels
Blumenthal ’72, and Leslie Jennis Obus. Gilda’s
son Eric ’02 is a senior analyst in London with
CB Richard Ellis. Her son Jeffrey is a manager at
the New Orleans Marriott, and Brian is a Paramus,
NJ, police officer.

Matt and I will continue to report on your
news in each issue of Cornell Alumni Magazine, so
send us an e-mail if you have anything you’d like
to share. Linda Germaine-Miller, lg95@cornell.
edu; and Matt Silverman, mes62@cornell.edu.

c

WA, where David is VP, architecture and new tech-
nology at Elsevier, the scientific and technology
publishing company. Susan Farber Straus lives in
Owings Mills, MD, with husband David, PhD ’77.
Susan is a clinical psychologist working with chil-
dren who have experienced trauma such as abuse
and serious emotional disturbance. She is also
involved with a drama club, a book club, and her
synagogue, and has enjoyed traveling to New
Zealand, Australia, India, and Italy.

Lawrence Jones (Voorheesville, NY) is a man-
aging partner of an executive recruiting firm fo-
cusing on both the pharmaceutical industry and
real estate. He enjoys swimming, riding, and tar-
get shooting, and would love to hear from his old
friend John Stock. Ross Robinson lives in Niagara-
on-the-Lake, Ontario, outside of Niagara Falls,
where he is the president of the “Oh Canada Eh?
Dinner Show.” Ross and wife Anne have two chil-
dren, 8 and 11, and Ross enjoys hockey, golf, and
saxophone lessons. He would like to hear from
classmate Bob Krause. Steve Sharfstein (Clarks-
ville, MD) is the director of labor and employee
relations for the Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency, US Treasury Dept., Washington, DC.

Abbas Malik lives in Kuwait. He retired after
working in the oil sector for 30 years and now
runs a kindergarten in Kuwait for children aged 4
through 9. Bruce Collins works for the New York
City Transit Authority as principal transportation
planner, involved with subway infrastructure de-
sign. Last year Bruce married Grace Wong, a Mets
fan from Queens. A first marriage for both of
them, Bruce wonders if he is the last one in the
Class of ’72 to marry for the first time. Gary Mas-
terson and wife Marilyn live in Elgin, IL, where
Gary works as a consultant with Spanlink Com-
munications, specializing in implementing IP te-
lephony and unified communications solutions for
businesses. Gary is an amateur photographer at
vintage sports car racing events in Illinois and
Wisconsin. He also photographs WWII “warbirds”
at EAA Fly-Ins in Oshkosh, WI, and enjoys bass
fishing and spending time with granddaughters
Mia, 5, and Isabel, 1-1/2.

Kathleen Parrott, MA ’79 (Blacksburg, VA) re-
ports that in April her good friend and classmate
Arlyn Reiser Grossman passed away. Kathleen,
who met Arlyn freshman year at Donlon Hall,
wrote, “I was privileged, along with Judy Fox,
to share Arlyn’s last days and to be there for her
and her husband Bob, JD ’71. I have made a lot
of choices in my life, but one of the best was to
buy the plane ticket that put me by Arlyn’s side.”
Another unfortunate loss was Rex Williams, who
lived in Tacoma, WA, with his wife Frances.
Frances sent the sad news, reporting that Rex died
while skydiving with his son in Texas when he hit
a tree and his parachute failed to open. Rex had
fond memories of Ralph Michel, MBA ’74, and
other friends and professors from Cornell.

Randy Shayler, MBA ’73, is the alumni pres-
ident for DU fraternity and urges all frat brothers
to visit the DU house at Cornell and stay at the
fraternity’s special alumni suite. Jerry Miknis has
joined the DU board of directors. Jerry, who re-
tired from the Pentagon and now works in pro-
gram management with military and commercial
customers, makes it back to Cornell for football
games each year. Jerry and wife Mary live in Mill
Hall, PA, and have four children. Bob “Ghost” Gray
is reconnecting Chi Psi’s from the classes of 1968
through 1976. He hopes to organize a reunion at
Cornell, as well as local get-togethers. Contact Bob
at Mrgray1000@aol.com.

71 Many thanks to those of you who
have responded to our requests for
news—our mailbag was full this

month! Darlene Rugis Heller (heller51@yahoo.
com) lives in Plattsburgh, NY, but is spending
three years in Africa. She and her husband were
appointed as mission co-workers to Malawi for the
Presbyterian Church USA. She will be working as
matron of the Ministry of Hope crisis nursery in
Mzuzu, Malawi, where she will care for orphaned
and abandoned infants ages birth to 2 years.

Howard Rodman (howardrodman@gmail.com)
is a professor in the screenwriting program at USC’s
School of Cinematic Arts. He has written two films,
both of which had their US premieres at the Sun-
dance Festival last January. Savage Grace, starring
Julianne Moore and directed by Tom Kalin, based
on the nonfiction book of the same name, tells
the story of the legendary Baekeland family in
New York, London, Paris, Cadaques, and Mallorca.
August, starring Josh Hartnett, with Rip Torn and
David Bowie, is a saga of two brothers during the
dot-com boom (and bust) in New York’s Silicon Al-
ley. Howard lives in the Hollywood Hills with his
wife Anne Friedberg (whose book The Virtual Win-
dow was released by MIT press) and son Tristan.

Mark Katz (Mark.H.Katz@kp.org) reports that
he and his partner of 13 years, Robert Goodman,
got married in January ’08 in Vancouver. Their son
Marcus Joseph is now 7. Mark notes, “In coming
out as gay in the early 1970s, I had long ago let
go of being a husband or a father in this life-
time—and now they both have happened.” Mark
lives in Los Angeles, where he is a physician with
Kaiser Permanente specializing in hospitalist med-
icine and HIV care. He keeps in touch with class-
mate and good friend Les Selbovitz, who is also
a physician. Mark would love to hear from fellow
Daily Sun alumni and has written an essay about
the Sun office on April 4, 1968, the night Martin
Luther King Jr. was assassinated.

Dale Cohen, our class VP for communications,
has unexpectedly found herself in an exciting en-
trepreneurial enterprise: educating people about

72 Mark Windt is a physician in
Exeter, NH. Mark recently repre-
sented the American Thoracic

Society in Belgium at the first international work-
shop on “Health Effects of Global Climate Change.”
Jody Uttal, BFA ’73, lives in Venice, CA, with hus-
band Jeff Gold. Jody is an artist/author and enjoys
yoga, Democratic politics, reading, and walking in
Venice. David and Bonita Marques live in Seattle,
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I attended a program on crisis management
and the media featuring classmate David Browde,
TV news journalist/lawyer/speaker. At a recent
dinner with Jane Barasch Hankin, BA ’71, and
husband Lowen, I met their son Matthew ’03, cur-
rently at Wharton Business School, and daughter
Alexandra ’05, an associate at the Mintz, Levin law
firm in NYC. I also got to catch up with Jerry Batt.
Jerry is an ophthalmologist and lives with wife
Barbara in Flemington, NJ. Their daughter Dorian
’06 attends Robert Wood Johnson Medical School,
daughter Jessica lives in Buenos Aires, and son
Corey is a freshman at U. of Wisconsin. My daugh-
ter Hillary Ross Posternak ’02 finished Columbia
Business School and works at Unilever. Daughter
Lindsey is at U. of Miami’s medical school, and
daughter Melissa is a freshman at Penn.

Please send news to me, Gary, or Alex (ad-
dresses below). We’d like to include e-mail ad-
dresses in the column, so let us know if you’d
rather not have us publish yours. Happy and
healthy holidays to all! Carol Fein Ross, hill
top80@aol.com; Gary Rubin, glrubin@aol.com;
or Alex Barna, ab478@cornell.edu.

c

and Elizabeth Yim Lau from Hong Kong. Bottom
line: It was great to have each of you return to
Reunion.

We also want to give a shout-out to our ter-
rific class clerks Samantha Spindel ’08, Saman-
tha Ortiz ’09, Emily Gordon ’08, Ashley McGrath
’08, and Jonathan Roman ’11. All five worked
their hearts out from dawn to way after dusk to
make the 35th Reunion a hit. They really got their
job done.

Also, to Maxine Howard, our souvenir de-
signer: I want you to know that I got new bat-
teries for my electric fan—now everyone in Laguna
Beach, CA, wants one! Maxine is an attorney in
her community in New York, but she could have
a new career here in Hollywood doing SWAG! Now,
to get complete about Reunion, thanks to Paul
Cashman and Larry Taylor for the Affinity Group
Project, and many congratulations to the HDFS
(Human Development and Family Studies) majors
from the College of Human Ecology for winning
this year’s award for most attendees! If you have
anything you’d like to share about Reunion, send
your notes us—we’ll get you in!

After Reunion, the class officers took a few
deep breaths, and, believe it or not, we are on to
the next task: the next reunion and our plans for
how we can best serve you over the next five
years. We will have met in September, in Ithaca,
for training on being a class officer, and to have
a retreat where we work on formulating projects
for the class. Then our next stop is Philadelphia,
in February, for our CACO Mid-Winter Meeting.
This is where all the classes get together and

discuss our role in being part of the Cornell com-
munity. We correspondents will write you with the
details of these meetings for you to review.

As I said before, we had some friends that were
unable to join us in Ithaca. Esther Lynn Karson
had her daughter’s graduation from medical school
in Washington State. She shared about never com-
ing to reunion and that it would be great, so we
put her on the list for 2013. David and Christine
Dickieson Pesses were in Ecuador to visit their first
exchange student whom they hosted back in 1994.
If you remember, Christine and David brought their
first daughter to our 10th Reunion. I also heard
from Mark Evans, who’s in Madison, WI, with his
wife Robin Bloom. Mark works with the Madison
Metropolitan School District and in his spare time
has been dabbling in photography and stained
glass. He wrote that he’d rather be living in the
jungles of South America, so I should have set him
up with Daniel and Christine Pesses before they left
in June! Elisabeth Tresch wanted to make sure we
have her e-mail address: e.a.tresch@sternpost.ch.

Here’s to one of my favorite friends from Hum
Ec, Susan Tannenbaum Margolies. Sue was a hoot
in class, and there was never a dull moment. Su-
san’s daughter Nancy Margolies Ginsberg ’98
(Hum Ec) lives with her husband Dan and their
daughter Lily right around the corner from Susan
and her husband Ron. I also touched base with
Rose Jachter Greenman to thank her for all she
did for me at Cornell. Rose travels all the time for
her business and comes home to L.A. for Shabbat
with her family. She promised to try to make it
to the next reunion.

73 Think of Ithaca on a sunny day:
hot breeze, you go to your air-
conditioned dorm and full-service

dining hall, your professors are in residence, it’s
all brand new . . . WAIT! What am I talking about?
I lived in Balch; my boyfriend was in the U-Halls.
I must be dreaming. Where am I? Oh my heaven,
I still haven’t gotten over Reunion Weekend! Phyl-
lis Haight Grummon wrote a great
column in the Sept/Oct issue, and
we’ve decided to ask your indulgence.
We’d like to share a little bit more
about Reunion . . . and what’s tran-
spired since June.

Let’s start by saying, if you
weren’t at the 35th Reunion, you
were sorely missed! No lie! Many of
our classmates couldn’t make their
way to Ithaca (I’ll tell you where
some of them were later), but we
want to acknowledge our first-timers.
We had classmates that hadn’t been
to a reunion in 35 years! Flying in
from California were John Cowan,
MFA ’80, Robert Hutchins, and Neal
Ushman, MBA ’75, PhD ’83. Ohio
classmates included Bruce Cochrane,
Brad Preston, and Pam Meyers, who
drove from her house in Cincinnati to
Columbus, OH, threw Vicki Simons
in her car, and drove off toward the
Hill! Ken Gallt came in from Illinois.

Our New York State contingent
got larger with Abby Joseph Cohen
and husband David, Cynthia Hosie
Gorman, Debra Greene Rothman,
David Lipson, and Bari Schulman
Eichengrun. Michael Corn and Jim
Favier came all the way from Ari-
zona to be in humid Ithaca. Gerry
Deutsch came in despite his moth-
er being ill. We thank Gerry’s wife for
offering to stay in Florida so Gerry
could join us. Joe Donovan and Jim
Spelman came from Massachusetts.
Stephen Mallon was from Pennsyl-
vania, Bob Morrison from New Jer-
sey, Joe Pelliccia from Maine, Ann
Wieder Merino from Atlanta, GA,

Pitch Perfect
Stephen Welker ’08 & Bill Welker ’73, MBA ’75

I n four years, Stephen Welker has gone from being known as “Bill Welker’s son” to having
his father be known as “Steve Welker’s dad.” The first and only father-son duo to sing in
the all-male a capella group the Hangovers, both Steve and Bill have held the elected

position of music director—the singer who holds the pitch pipe. Founded in 1968 as a sub-
set of the Glee Club, the Hangovers were created to add a modern sound to the traditional

Glee Club repertoire. Bill, now a Nestlé execu-
tive who lives in Los Angeles, joined the group
in 1972 and was named music director during
business school; his son, a government major,
joined as a freshman and started wielding the
pitch pipe the following year. 

Although Steve says the group has
defined his Cornell career, he insists that he
didn’t join because of his father. He has trav-
eled across Europe and Asia with the Hangs,
as they’re known, and was in charge of the
CD that the group released in spring 2008.
“I’ve definitely left my own footprint,” Steve
says. During Steve’s time on the Hill, his
father attended reunion each year so the two
tenors could perform together—a ritual they

plan to continue, Bill says, though “I can hardly sing because I get tears in my eyes.”
Steve, who is contemplating a career in law or diplomacy, is already anticipating the day
when his own son joins the Hangovers. “It’s tradition,” he says, “being a part of some-
thing that is so much bigger than yourself.”

— Chelsea Theis
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Time to close. I have David Sauberman’s CD
on—what great music. He played for us each night
in the ’73 lounge. David, I have a glass of Shiraz
in my hand, your music on the sound system, and
I’m looking out on the Pacific Ocean . . . a perfect
way to end this month’s column. Take care, every-
one. Be great to yourself and others. And drop
us a line—we want to hear from you. Thilde
Peterson, tap24@cornell.edu; Phyllis Haight
Grummon, phg3@cornell.edu.

c

who has been doing classes this summer as part
of the co-op program. It is wonderful having chil-
dren at Cornell. It gives us an excuse to get in-
volved and visit more often. My husband Albert
Rohr and I are a definite for reunion next year,
and he is looking to encourage his Beta Theta Pi
brothers to attend. We went to Homecoming last
fall and had a great evening at the Beta house.
The night before we were at our son’s fraternity
house, Theta Delta Chi, where Len Shapiro is
president of the corporation.

Betsy Beach is one of three reunion “tri-
chairs” and the team has already started planning,
so make sure to mark your calendar for June 4-7
next year for our 35th Reunion! Betsy works as a
channel marketing manager for Nortel Networks in
the Boston area. Her son Michael is a junior at the
Jacobs School of Music at Indiana U., where he is
a cello performance major. He is spending the fall
semester in Vienna, and Betsy and husband Bob
are visiting Vienna and Budapest in October.
Daughter Sarah is a freshman at the U. of Ver-
mont. Writing from Asia, Dave Yahn says, “I don’t
see too many classmates on this side of the world,
but on the bright side, there is a lot of this side
of the world to see. I’m currently the operations
manager for ExxonMobil’s Singapore Polyolefins
Plant. In addition to working here, my wife and
I enjoy exploring and diving. We spent New Year’s
in Sydney and will be going to Bali to live aboard
a dive boat in Indonesia for ten days in August to
celebrate our 30th wedding anniversary. We have
one son in New York who has assisted in the fight
choreography for Spring Awakenings and The Lieu-
tenant of Inishmore. Our other son is about to join
the Navy. Don’t expect me for the 35th Reunion—
it’s too far a commute!”

Dana Beyer is another Obama supporter, and
wrote this in the summer: “I’ve continued to be
active in my local political community in Mont-
gomery County, MD. I work as the senior advisor
for a local councilmember, and am proud of hav-
ing worked our county trans fat ban to unanimous
passage last year. I’m ac-
tive with a local Obama
Steering Committee in the
D.C. region and plan on
attending the Democratic
Convention in Denver in
August. I just completed
the Harvard program for
senior executives in state
and local government (yes,
I know, that Harvard) and
I’m looking forward to re-
engaging my 2010 cam-
paign for state delegate in
Maryland after the inau-
guration in January. “My
older son, David, recently
graduated from Brown and
now works for the Advisory Board Company, health-
care consultants headquartered in D.C. My younger
son, Jonathan, is a junior at the U. of Maryland,
working for his paramedic certification and look-
ing forward to becoming a trauma surgeon.” 

Maia Licker Aron checked in to say her Cor-
nell roommate Paula Hochman works as director
of clinical sciences and technology at Biogen Idec
in Cambridge, MA. Paula visited Maia and husband
Herb Hauser and stopped by to see their new of-
fices near the Flatiron building in Chelsea. “Herb
and I are partners in Midtown Technologies LLC,
a technology engineering company for real estate
properties. Debbie Lyon Fister is a counselor by

education (MS Ed, SUNY Brockport, in counselor
education) and an editor by profession. My four
boys are grown and in different parts of the coun-
try. Right now I have three in Pennsylvania and
one in North Carolina. Matthew is coming home
from his duty station at the Marine Reserve Sta-
tion in Erie, PA. He bought a house not far from
us, but far enough. It was great to see his be-
longings disappear. I saw Moira Hearne Hintsa,
Peggy Sheridan, Debbie Rumble Flanagan, MBA
’76, Fran Holmes Kozen ’72, MS ’77, Mary Barton
Nees ’72, Gwenn Tannenbaum Canfield, Diane
Muka Duthie ’75, MBA ’83, Joanne Meder ’75, and
others in Boston in April. We had a blast!” Send
your news to: Steve Raye, spr23@cornell.edu;
Bill Howard, wkh2@cornell.edu; or Betsy Moore,
emoore@cazenovia.edu.

c74 A plaintive appeal for news
brought a nice response pep-
pered by a couple of atta-boy’s

for doing the column, something one respondent
said was an “unenviable task.” Actually it’s quite
the opposite, at least for me. Writing this column
is a bit like time travel . . . gets me reminiscing
about my days on the Hill when I had (lots!)
more hair and less weight, and could remember
what I had for breakfast.

Elliott Saltzman prefaced his contribution
with an apology, “It’s been too long since I wrote
in! I still head up the Corporate Communications
and Branding practices at Addison, a creative serv-
ices company located in the Wall Street area. My
son Orren was home from college (William &
Mary), but quickly took off to work on the Obama
campaign, first in the swing state of Virginia, and
now off to Ohio, where he will work as a campaign
coordinator. What a great experience for a college
sophomore! He’ll be taking the semester off to
work seven days a week—until November, that is.
Then he’ll be considering cabinet positions! My 15-
year-old daughter Talia is working as a camp coun-
selor in the local day camp this summer and loves
it. Everything else is great, and I’ll be planning to
see everyone next year for our 35th.”

Bill Quain reported that he recently saw
Michael Sansbury, John Martindale ’72, MPS ’74,
Mimi Ansbro, Mike Murphy, John Foote, and
others from our class. I am the co-chair of affin-
ity group marketing for our class reunion, along
with Shelly Cosgrove DeFord. We will be getting
in touch with affinity group leaders shortly. An
affinity group is any Cornell-related group, such
as a fraternity, sorority, school/college (Hotelies,
for example), social group (Cayuga’s Waiters, for
example), etc. Our goal is to establish contact
with the members of the group to invite them to
reunion. Bill wrote, “I visited the campus in the
spring with my wife and daughters. My oldest
daughter, Amanda, is entering her senior year of
high school, and Cornell is at the top of her list
for fall ’09. We relocated last year from Miami
Beach to Ocean City, NJ. I left my position as a
professor at Florida Int’l U. to pursue my writ-
ing/speaking career full-time. I am working on
some great projects, and loving life. My 15th
book, Change It!, comes out this fall. I saw John
Williams in February. John owns Frog’s Leap Win-
ery in Napa Valley, and he is tremendously influ-
ential in the California wine business. (I worked
for John in California many years ago, when he
was just starting out.) Every four years, on Feb-
ruary 29, John has a fantastic celebration at Frog’s
Leap called the ‘Leap Party.’ John poured wine all
night for the more than 800 guests, and he even
had the USC marching band in the winery!” 

Kathleen Denis wrote to say she was on her
way to Ithaca to pick up her daughter Anna, who
had been doing the six-week Cornell Summer Col-
lege for high school students. “I will also get to
see our son Mike ’10 (Mechanical Engineering),

75 Congratulations to Winsor Jenk-
ins, fellow ILRie, whose book,
The Collaborator: Discover Soccer

as a Metaphor for Global Business Leadership, was
just published! He was inspired to write the book
from his passion for leadership development.
Another of his passions is soccer. Says Winsor,
“My folks came over to the US from Great Britain
after the war. My dad played soccer both here
and in Great Britain, so, as a youngster, it was
only natural that I’d be playing too. The more I
looked at the emerging global business model, the
more I was convinced that soccer served as a bet-
ter metaphor or model for helping overcome the
challenges associated with working globally.
Today’s global business model is really tied to deal-
ing effectively with managing change, collaborat-
ing on the field (business), and team play. Soccer
is one game that does a good job of matching up
to these demands (and others). Plus, soccer is a
“global” game and language. Why not try to lever-
age that in the form of a business case for Amer-
ican companies?” Winsor is VP of human resources
for Northwest Pipe Co. in Vancouver, WA.

We’ve received news
from Jeff Oritt, who
writes from Salt Lake
City, UT. Jeff is a civil
trial lawyer there—a
transplant from Phila-
delphia, having moved
to Utah in the late ’70s
to go to law school
and stayed on. Says
Jeff, “It’s been a won-
derful place to live and
raise a family.” Jeff’s
been married for 24
years and has three
kids, one about to go
to graduate school in
urban planning at the

U. of Utah, one in the working world, and the
third a senior in high school. He keeps his spare
time busy with hiking, biking, reading, and the-
atre. His favorite memories of Cornell include
“just being there, the gorgeous campus, my first
true love (it didn’t last, but it was great at the
time), and springtime after the LONG months of
winter.” Jeff has stayed in touch with his best
buddy from school, Steve Foreman, who is a psy-
chiatrist in San Francisco.

Aline Ordman, BFA ’75, is living and work-
ing in White River Junction, VT. She is doing and
teaching pastels and oil painting. Aline is a sig-
nature member of the Pastel Society of America

‘Don’t expect
me for the 35th
Reunion—
it’s too far 
a commute!’Dave Yahn ’74
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and was recently accepted to the national juried
show of the Oil Painters of America. Her son Max
Rosen (whose dad is Joseph Rosen ’74) gradu-
ated from Amherst College and is working in Or-
lando, FL. Daughter Samantha just graduated from
high school and is heading to Rollins College in
Winter Park, FL. Aline shows in galleries in Maine,
Vermont, and Richmond, VA, and her work can be
seen at www.alineordman.com. She stays in touch
with Sally Solomon Cohen and Nancy Michaels.

Nearby, in New Hampshire, is Deb Whipple
Degan, MAT ’76, who lives in Wilton with husband
Michael ’70, BEE ’76. She is owner and manager
of the Woolery Yarn Shop, selling yarn and cro-
cheting, knitting, and felting supplies. In her spare
time, she enjoys singing in the community chorus
and participating in Lions Club and church activ-
ities. She visited her daughter in Florence, Italy,
in February 2007, while she was completing her
studies in art history. Deb enjoys playing with her
granddaughter. One of the things she remembers
most about her time at Cornell was singing in the
Sage Chapel Choir. Dan Barry has retired from NASA
after, among other things, flying three shuttle
flights (STS-72, STS-96, STS-105). He’s started a
robotics company, Denbar Robotics. Dan also took
some time off to be a cast member on Season 12
of CBS’s “Survivor: Panama—Exile Island.” He
didn’t win, but should have! He notes, “It was a lot
of fun living on a Pacific island.” Dan’s wife Sue is
finishing up a book, Fixing My Gaze, which will be
published next year. “Our kids are at MIT and Olin
College, having fun making machines think.”

Curt Alling is regional director for the Amer-
icas West region of EDAW Inc., a global planning,
design, landscape architecture, and environmental
services consultancy. He lives in Sacramento, CA,
with wife Susie and, on occasion, son Corey, 21,
and daughter Chelsea, 18. Corey is a senior at St.
Mary’s College of California in the San Francisco
Bay Area, and Chelsea is a freshman at Biola U. in
the Los Angeles area. Susie is a calligrapher with
her own business. Curt notes, “The fun times at
ATO are what I remember most fondly about Cor-
nell, but I don’t miss the daily trek up Libe Slope!”

News from Maryland includes an item from
Gary Aiken, BS ’74. Gary has been an attorney in
Baltimore for the past 30 years, concentrating in
business transactions and estates and trust work.
He currently works at Friedman and Friedman LLP.
He and wife Nancy have two children. Son Ben
has been teaching in inner city Philadelphia
through Teach for America and just earned his
master’s in education from Penn. Daughter Ella is
starting law school at Columbia this fall. Gary
runs and bike for fun, and occasionally makes in-
tricate inlaid woodwork, from small boxes to
room-size cabinets. Wow! Gary would enjoy hear-
ing from his former roommates Bob Owens, Craig
Cohen, and Bruce van Dusen.

Jim Zelenski, MS ’75, is in Lakewood, CO,
where he consults in municipal finance and strate-
gic planning and is on the Regis U. faculty. He has
joined the grandparent ranks and most remembers
the gorgeous fall colors at Cornell. Amy Cohen
Banker (amycohenbanker@earthlink.net) is paint-
ing, exhibiting, curating, and acting in NYC (amy
cohenbanker.com). She also edits and writes about
art, culture, and fashion for Harper’s Market. Daugh-
ter Meredith is an actress in New York and L.A.

Sandi Belsky Auerbach works for IBM in Ar-
monk, NY, and lives in nearby Somers, NY, with
husband Rich. Son Jonathan ’05 (Bioengineering)
graduated last May from George Washington U.
Law School. He has joined Goodwin Procter in

Manhattan as an associate. Daughter Alissa ’09
is completing her senior year, majoring in Art His-
tory, and, like Deb Degan’s daughter, also spent
the spring of her junior year studying abroad in
Florence, Italy—tough assignment! This past sum-
mer, she worked as an intern at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art. Mari Noda, PhD ’90, writes from
Carroll, OH, where she lives with husband Galal
Walker, PhD ’82. She is on the faculty at Ohio
State U. For this academic year, she will be in Ky-
oto, Japan, and asks fellow Cornellians there to
e-mail her at noda.1@osu.edu.

I had the good fortune to travel to China this
past April—it was my fourth trip there—in con-
junction with my work at Seton Hall U. I saw sev-
eral preliminary swimming events at the Water Cube
then, so watching Olympic swimming this past Au-
gust was especially exciting. Please take a moment
to send an email to one of us. We enjoy celebrat-
ing your achievements! Karen DeMarco Boroff,
boroffka@shu.edu; Mitch Frank, mjfgator@
aol.com; Joan Pease, japease1032@aol.com;
and Deb Gellman, dsgellman@hotmail.com.
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Orchid Society. He enjoys his three small dogs,
which Robert says are the first dogs he’s had in
about 12 years, and is starting to think about re-
tirement. His fondest memories of Cornell are of
good friends and “a time of greater political and
social activism.”

Ilene Sherwyn Cooper is definitely keeping up
the social activist and service tradition. This spring,
she was appointed to a three-year term to the hon-
orary board of the Suffolk County (NY) Coalition
Against Domestic Violence, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that offers preventive and supportive services
to victims of family violence. By profession, Ilene
is a partner in the trusts and estates department
of Farrell Fritz PC in Uniondale, NY. She’s also an
adjunct professor of law at Touro Law School. John
Fieschko lives not so very far from the alma mater,
in Manlius, NY. He works in Syracuse as executive
director of Central New York Biotechnology Re-
search Center, where, most recently, he has been
creating academic industry partnerships in bio-
technology in New York State. He says there’s
nothing he’d rather be doing, having already test-
ed the hypothesis. As he says, “Tried retiring af-
ter a 15-year stint at Amgen, but my golf game
never improved.” John thinks back fondly to drink-
ing beer at the Royal Palm and Chapter House and
sunbathing at the reservoir in the summer. He’d
really like to hear from John Matuzek.

Lucinda Antrim and husband Matthew Cashin
live in Dobbs Ferry, NY. Lucinda is a practicing
psychotherapist and is on the faculty of the
Blanton-Peale Graduate Inst. and Blanton-Peale
Pastoral Care Studies Program. Outside of work,
Lucinda is busy “trying to keep up with the lives
of three busy teens” and serving on Quaker com-
mittees. If she had her choice, she would rather
be traveling in India. Among her favorite Cornell
memories is “stewarding at Watermargin Coop, or-
dering in such large quantities, every day felt like
a feast day.” The old Cornell friend Lucinda would
most like to hear from is Alice Mascette.

Wendy Alberg, BA ’78, is a student and tu-
tor of math, geology, earth science, and chemistry
at Howard Community College in Columbia, MD.
She is working on an associate’s degree in envi-
ronmental science and engineering. She was vot-
ed Science and Technology Student of the Year by
the college faculty, has been on the Dean’s List,
kept up a 4.0 GPA, and is a member of Phi Theta
Kappa, the international honor society of the two-
year college. She also serves on the college’s Com-
mission on the Future Environmental Task Force.
When Wendy has spare time, she enjoys singing,
orienteering, and learning to play the cello. Ap-
parently, Wendy wrote from the depths of final
exams last spring, because she was wishing to be
finished with them. Perhaps summer brought her
the opportunity to accomplish some of her other
wishes: “Learning about wastewater treatment
with constructed wetlands, playing Real Arcade
video games, singing in a Renaissance a cappella
group, kayaking in the Everglades, and singing like
Bobby McFerrin.” Wendy’s favorite memories of
Cornell are of “spending a solid week doing all the
odd-numbered problems in Halliday and Resnick
[a physics textbook] and blowing the curve on the
Physics 110 final; studying transistors with Marty
Westman; and calculating moment arms with Joel
Kandel.” The Cornell pals that Wendy would most
like to hear from are Marty Westman, Jeff Gallant,
Bob Chrien, and Helga Burre.

Carla Holder is manager of financial planning
and analysis for Mosaica Education in New York
City, and she recently added purchasing to her list

76 With any luck, by the time you
read this, the interminable elec-
tion season will have terminated

at last. If you have recovered sufficiently, lift the
cool compress from your forehead and catch up
on some real news.

This may be a first for our class: two Cornell-
ian children of three of our Cornell classmates
married in May. Ann Rosovsky Beaton writes that
she and husband Neal celebrated the wedding of
their son Eric ’04 to Rachel Shaw ’04. Rachel’s
parents are our classmates Tony, ME ’77, and Mar-
ilyn Tebor Shaw. The wedding at Anabel Taylor
was followed by a reception at the Straight. Now
that’s a Cornell wedding! Also this spring, the
Beatons’ younger son Greg graduated from Duke.
Quite a year. Congrats to all!

Speaking of gala events, Patricia Keating Ryan
is the owner of Party Planners West, which pro-
vides corporate event services in Los Angeles. She
and husband Daniel love to travel and returned this
spring from a trip to Southeast Asia. Patricia also
does lots of charity work, enjoys gardening, and
has recently taken up golf. And speaking of Duke,
Kelly Fellingham Buckler is in that neck of the
woods. She and husband Mike recently relocated to
Pinehurst, NC, and Kelly is a senior systems engi-
neer at SAS Inst. in Cary. She enjoys events at Duke
and UNC, Chapel Hill and performances by the Car-
olina Ballet and North Carolina Symphony. Kelly also
does lots of travel, swimming, boating, kayaking,
and biking, and wishes she could travel and ride
horses more than she does. She remembers Cornell
fondly for its diverse student population and for
the mix of public and private schools within the
university. She’d most like to hear from her advi-
sor, Prof. Emer. Simpson Linke, ME ‘49, retired
from Cornell’s Electrical Engineering department.

Robert Gabel lives in Maryland, but works in
Arlington, VA, as chief of the Division of Manage-
ment Authority in the US Fish and Wildlife Service,
a 30-person government office that deals with in-
ternational wildlife trade policy and permits. As
you might imagine, Robert frequently travels in-
ternationally for negotiations and for information
and technical exchanges. Even on his time off, he
enjoys traveling. Robert is also restoring a second
home on the Potomac River estuary, doing a lot of
gardening, and raising orchids—he is a board
member and program chair of the National Capital
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of responsibilities there. Carla is a dancer who, as
of early summer, was “trying to recover from
ripped calf muscles (danced Scottish Country Ball
on a strain) so I can go back to dance competi-
tion.” She listed her extracurricular activities as
serving on the board of directors of her condo—
and icing her leg. Hope you’ve recovered by now,
Carla, and are back out on the boards. Carla’s
fondest memories of Cornell involve music, espe-
cially Sage Chapel and the bells in the tower.

Richard Neff e-mailed from Manhattan Beach,
CA, where he is partner and chair of the intellec-
tual property and technology department at Green-
berg Glusker. He does a lot of running, lifting
weights, and biking around Manhattan Beach. It
was a busy spring for Richard: last May and June,
he spent several weeks in South Africa with his
girlfriend—on safari, visiting Cape Town, and en-
joying the wine country. He says South Africa is
a “fascinating country in transition.” Richard at-
tended the World Law Group meeting in Athens,
then his oldest son Josh’s graduation from Har-
vard College. What would he rather be doing now?
“Writing history books, doing something more fo-
cused on Latin America.” Richard’s best memories
of Cornell include the scenery and falls, night ski-
ing, and the Uris Library reading room. He’d love
to hear from Hank Steingass, Paula Kirschen-
baum Stein, and Andy Belfer ’75.

And now a global shout-out from Bob “Ghost”
Gray ’72, who is trying to reconnect Chi Psi’s from
the classes of ’68 to ’76 in the hopes of a reunion
at Cornell, as well as local get-togethers. Chi Psi’s
are encouraged to contact Bob at Mrgray1000@
aol.com. Hope you’ll share all your work, fun, busi-
ness, family, travel, and other news with us. Pat
Relf Hanavan, relf@tds.net; Karen Krinsky Suss-
man, Krinsk54@optonline.net; Lisa Diamant, Lj-
diamant@verizon.net.
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student at Tisch. Kathy says the play was out-
standing and Sam is quite a talented playwright.

Two floors upstairs from me is Mike White,
professor of biochemistry and molecular biology
and until recently chairman of the Dept. of Phar-
macology at the Drexel U. College of Medicine.
Mike very successfully led that department, but
decided to return to full-time research in neuro-
science. His daughter Rachel graduated last spring
from Syracuse and is a buyer for Anne Taylor in
New York. Son John just started his freshman year
at the U. of Pittsburgh and is interested in be-
coming an archeologist. Mike married Claudia Mari-
ni on August 1, 2008 and they are planning a
honeymoon in Italy, where Claudia was born, in
February. Claudia is an elementary school science
teacher in Philadelphia. Mike has been very active
in local Cornell alumni activities, including the
board of directors. Both Mike and I were witness
to the Cornell men’s basketball team’s victory over
Penn at the Palestra en route to an undefeated
Ivy championship (you read that correctly).

From Manlius, NY, Ross Stefano, MBA ’78, re-
ports on the importance of Cornell in his family’s
life. He was married to wife Janet at Anabel Tay-
lor Hall during his senior year, then stayed in Itha-
ca to complete his MBA a year later. Two sons also
went to Cornell. Nick ’02 received his master’s
from Columbia and works at the Federal Reserve in
New York City. Second son Christian ’04 works as
a mergers and acquisitions analyst at Societe Gen-
eral in New York. Daughter Mari graduated from the
U. of Rochester in 2007. Ross sold TicketsLive
Corp., a ticketing software company, to Tickets.com
in 2006 and invested in Brady Systems, which sells
and services scale and food equipment systems.
He is now president of the company. Ross says he
saw his former Cornell roommate Mike Borden at
Reunion last year and that Mike and wife Michele
stayed with them at their house on Otisco Lake.

That’s the news for late fall/early winter
2008. We encourage all of our classmates to for-
ward news and views (and encourage friends to
contribute) to any of us at any time of year. Or
send in the News Form that should have arrived
recently in our annual class mailing. Howie
Eisen, heisen@drexelmed.edu; Mark Petracca,
mppetrac@orion.oac.uci.edu; and Annette
Mulee, annette@mulee.com. 
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affairs and our current class VP and photographer,
runs a graphic design firm in Ridgewood, NJ, while
raising three teens. Marion is the editor-in-chief of
Financial Planning magazine. She always knew she
would end up writing, but admits to being both
surprised and amused that her career path has led
her into financial journalism. “People need to un-
derstand how the role of money in their lives keeps
changing, and I’ve been able to help transmit that
message in print, on television, and through pub-
lic speaking,” she explains. Marion married the
man who was her date at our 20th Reunion. Mark
is a garden designer who teaches at the New York
Botanical Garden, and they live surrounded by
flowers. Their older daughter is studying graphic
design at Cooper Union and plays in a rock band;
their younger daughter’s confirmation kept Mar-
ion from attending our 30th. 

Gloria is an independent video producer and
lives in Westchester. Her main occupation, though,
is trying to stay sane with a teenage son in the
house. His summer music program in Argentina
last year gave her an excuse to brush up on her
(mostly forgotten) Spanish in preparation for what
turned out to be a great two-week vacation for
them in the northern part of the country. Gloria
recommends Iguazu Falls. Kate had to cancel her
reunion plans at the last minute when her son suf-
fered an injury on the soccer field. 

After a ten-year stint as a radio news reporter
and broadcaster, I (Ilene) transitioned into pub-
lic relations, working in politics and government,
in nonprofit healthcare, and currently as VP in the
Connecticut office of CJP Communications, a mid-
sized agency headquartered in New York. I live
outside New Haven with husband Larry, an op-
tometrist, and two teenagers, Aaron, 17, and
Dana, 14. We enjoy boating on Long Island Sound
and New England lakes and rivers, skiing in Ver-
mont and in the Rockies, camping, and collect-
ing—and drinking—wine (lessons learned from
Wine Tasting 101 in the Hotel school!). Despite
having worked at the Yale Medical School for five
years, my allegiances remain true; at the occa-
sional Yale-Cornell football game, I am one of a
handful cheering on the Big Red!

A visit to the WVBR studio during the week-
end provided real evidence of how the times they
have changed. The “Voice of the Big Red” recent-
ly relocated to new digs in Cayuga Heights from
its condemned Collegetown home, and fellow alums
Larry Epstein and Larry Stone ’79 marveled at
how EVERYTHING—from selecting music on MP3
to producing ads to preparing news—is now done
on computers. The station now streams live 24/7
at www.wvbr.com. Collegetown, meanwhile, has
taken on an updated look of sorts. Some of the old
haunts are gone, but the Royal Palm, the Nines,
and the Chapter House continue to live on in in-
famy (the difference today is that students are text-
ing rather than talking!). Lunch at Souvlaki House
was as good as I remembered, and further down
Eddy Street stood my junior-year home, which
housemate Joanne Wallenstein noted was still
green. Joanne and husband Glenn Fishman were
also back on campus just a few weeks earlier for
their son Robert ’08’s graduation. Todd Johnson
was not surprised to learn his old fraternity house,
Theta Chi on Stewart Ave., no longer bears those
Greek letters. Todd traveled to Ithaca from Seat-
tle with his 8-year-old daughter Lilly. He and wife
Marion also have a 4-year-old daughter.

Good intentions to rise for the early morning
guided bird walk at the Ornithology Lab in Sap-
sucker Woods gave way to a steamier noon-time

77 This issue, we have news from
several of our classmates in med-
ical or biomedical research fields.

Barbara Spector Hertzberg and husband Mike
have been married for 27 years and live in North
Carolina. They have sons Brian, Jeff, and Andrew.
Brian graduated from Duke, is a medical student
at UNC, Chapel Hill, and was recently married.
Jeff ’10 followed his mother to Ithaca and is
currently a junior in the College of Arts and Sci-
ences. Barbara writes that it’s been a pleasure to
reconnect with Cornell through her visits with
Jeff over the past few years. Youngest son Andrew
is a senior in high school. Barbara is a professor
of radiology at Duke, and Mike is a psychiatrist
at the Durham V.A. Hospital.

Kathy Murphy recently celebrated her 29th
wedding anniversary to Victor Bruno (I was there;
it seems like just yesterday). Kathy has a suc-
cessful urology practice with three offices in New
Jersey, and Victor is a general surgeon who helped
establish outpatient surgical centers in New Jersey.
They have four children. The oldest, JB, graduated
from Tufts U. last spring and works for a commer-
cial real estate firm in New York. Son Sean ’11 is
a sophomore at Cornell, majoring in Environmen-
tal Engineering, and son Brendan is a senior at
Choate and on their football team. Daughter Brigid,
an eighth grader at the Pingry School, plays squash
and field hockey. Kathy keeps in touch with Joanne
Jordan, chief of rheumatology at UNC, Chapel Hill.
Kathy and son Brendan also went to the Tisch
School at New York U. last spring to see a play
written by Sam Willmott, son of Jody Katz and a

78 I begin my stint as class corre-
spondent with more recollections
from our 30th Reunion—my sec-

ond trip back to Cornell since graduation. If you
missed it, read up on some highlights, catch up
with your classmates, and watch for a date in 2013.

While living as a freshman in U-Hall 1, the
high-rise dorms on North Campus seemed almost
luxurious in comparison. How perceptions—and
reality—change! My non-air-conditioned room for
Reunion weekend in Jameson smelled like dirty
socks, while a visit to West Campus revealed well-
appointed new residential facilities now standing
on hallowed U-Hall ground. West Campus offers
upper level students an actively engaged com-
munity of their own, emphasizing informal in-
teraction with faculty members, self-governance,
cultural programming, and independence.

The trip across Triphammer Bridge back to
North Campus brought back memories of the same
jaunt on the very first night of Freshman Orienta-
tion with roommate Sharon Palatnik Simoncini,
and dorm-mates Marion Asnes, Gloria Fusillo, and
Kate Myre Stewart. Sharon, long active in alumni
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stroll, when most sensible birds were asleep. Sun-
ny Bates brought her daughter along for the out-
ing, and Annie Knudsen Samuels managed to get
some nice digital shots of the American goldfinch,
cedar waxwing, and other species.

In other news, Pam Marrone (pmarrone@
marroneorganics.com) is in her second year of run-
ning her third start-up, Marrone Organic Innova-
tions Inc., to discover, develop, and market
natural products that fill unmet needs for weed,
pest, and plant disease management. The compa-
ny, based out of Davis, CA, just launched its first
product for controlling weeds in organic farming.
She and husband Mick Rogers celebrated their
30th wedding anniversary. Mick is manager of Sut-
ter Counseling Center in Sacramento, where he and
his staff of 17 help children and their families
needing mental health services. Hillary Sokolsky
Waxman (hjwaxman@aol.com) works with the
marketing group at Fortunoff. Hillary and husband
Saul live in East Hills, NY, and have daughters
Sarah, 12, and Arielle, 10. Hillary also has two
stepdaughters, Rachel and Gabrielle, and both at-
tend Tulane U. She says she doesn’t do anything
in her spare time because spare time does not
exist right now! Bob Lerner (bob@4lerner.com)
lives in Princeton, NJ, with wife Carol, daughter
Dana, 15, and son Jordan, 12. Bob has been in
the alternative management industry for 20 years.
The family has traveled to London, most recently,
and before that to Canada, Mexico, the Rockies,
Alaska, and California over the years. Bob is also
a volunteer for the Cornell Annual Fund.

There’s lots more news to tell, but I’m out of
room. Keep sending word of your milestones, mus-
ings, legacies, and learnings to me or Cindy.
Ilene Shub Lefland, ilefland@cjpcom.com; Cindy
Fuller, cjfuller@mindspring.com. Class website,
http://classof78.alumni.cornell.edu.
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awesome African Safari to Tanzania. The trip was
led by Cole Gilbert and Linda Rayor. Sharon high-
ly recommends CAU trips for great destinations,
great professors, and opportunities to reconnect
with old Cornell friends and meet new friends.
“We traveled with Cornell friends we met on a
previous trip. Tanzania is an amazing place and
the Cornell trip was a great way to see the coun-
try while learning. Nothing beats a lecture given

with a generator-powered laptop in a tent in the
middle of the Serengeti, with a glass of red wine
and popcorn popped over an open fire.” Other
’79ers who took CAU trips in 2007 were Nancy
Jackson Brandeis (Gettysburg) and Larry MacLen-
nan and Doug Rose (Amalfi Coast).

Gregory Fenves has been appointed dean of
the Cockrell School of Engineering at the U. of
Texas, Austin. Greg earned his MS and PhD from UC
Berkeley and chaired the Dept. of Civil and Envi-
ronmental Engineering at Berkeley from 2002 to
2007. Since then, he has been a visiting professor
at the U. of Pavia in Italy and Kyoto U. in Japan,
conducting research on computational methods for
earthquake engineering simulation. Greg writes that
his success as a university teacher, researcher, and
leader started while an undergraduate Engineering
student at Cornell. After serving as professor, chair,
and associate dean at the U. of Virginia School of
Architecture, Kenneth Schwartz, MArch ’83, has
been appointed dean of the Tulane School of Ar-
chitecture. His wife, Judith Kinnard ’75, BArch
’77, will be joining the Tulane faculty as a full pro-
fessor and will relocate her professional practice to
New Orleans. Older daughter Julia graduated sum-
ma cum laude from Princeton this past spring and
younger daughter Laura ’12 is just starting her
college experience at Cornell in Arts and Sciences.

On June 20, Marcie Gitlin was married to
Scott Irwin. Classmate Judith Sherman served as
one of the two witnesses, and other Cornellians in
attendance included Peter Coy, Gail Dow, Paula
Fuchsberg, Alan Posklensky ’77, MBA ’79, Jane
Sabin Sklar ’78, and Saul Gitlin ’84. Marcie and
Scott took a week-long Parisian honeymoon and
then in August traveled to Oregon and California
to visit and celebrate several “life events” with
Scott’s family. They plan a trip to Bhutan in 2009.
Marcie is a licensed master social worker and pro-
vides case management services to Holocaust sur-
vivor clients of Selfhelp Community Services’ Nazi
Victim Services program, and Scott is a VP of tech-
nology at a major investment bank. Marcie and
Scott live in Brooklyn’s Bedford-Stuyvesant neigh-
borhood with several feline friends. “I look for-
ward to introducing Scott to Ithaca at next year’s
reunion and I invite classmates to get in touch
with us at vbabe214@hotmail.com.”

Jackie Lutz Geiger, Cindy Estis Green, Dana
Wilde Kozlarek, and Kathy Sonnabend Rowe ’80
celebrated Cindy’s 50th birthday at a girls’ week-
end this past September. Cindy lives in Potomac,
MD, and has been a mentor for the Hotel school’s

MMH graduate marketing program, where she
helps graduate students work toward their career
goals. Dana lives in Colorado Springs, CO. Her
second daughter graduated from high school this
past spring. Her two sons at home still keep her
very busy. Jackie lives in Palos Verdes, CA, with
husband Greg ’82 and children Valerie, 14, and
Grant, 11. Jackie enjoys being a stay-at-home
mom and plays outdoor tennis year-round.

Sonja Hutchins is a senior medical officer
working on a CDC project to protect vulnerable
populations from adverse effects of an influenza
pandemic. Sonja lives in the Atlanta, GA, area and
is looking forward to attending reunion in June.
Sharon Rowe Freeman graduated from North Car-
olina State U. in Raleigh in May with a PhD in ru-
minant nutrition after an eight-year, part-time
degree program. She continues to enjoy her job
as a research operations manager at NC State and
is currently seeking a teaching-faculty position.
Jennifer Koch Gaskins lives in Monroe, NC, and
is a marketing director for Wingate U. “My last of
three children, Stuart, is a high school junior and
is starting the college search process. Eric, 26, is
a part-time student and assistant manager at
Kinko’s, and Allison, 24, lives in New York City
and is trying to make a living as an artist/illus-
trator. We look forward to traveling to Cape Cod
during the summers to visit family.”

Kurt Robinson writes about Cornell memo-
ries stirred by the fact that his oldest son Trevor
just started college this fall. Kurt and wife Mar-
ilyn both retired from Intel in 2001 to spend
more time with their children. Karla is now a
high school junior and Kirsten is in the sixth
grade. “You think of Cornell as a place, an insti-
tution, but it’s really the experience of being
with amazing people. I still remember Sagan’s
lectures and his passion, and I’m grateful for all
my Cornell friends with whom I’ve hiked the
gorges and parks, skied Greek Peak, celebrated
spring on the Quad, and played Ultimate and so
on. Also thanks to my brothers who taught me
so much about friendship, along with music, hard
work, hockey, and lacrosse. Wolfman, Val, Becks,
Vince, Smiley, Russ, Ross—all you guys. The ex-
citement of hockey and lacrosse carried over into
my own recreational sports, with Trevor and me
ultimately honoring the ‘Creator’s Game’ and giv-
ing something back to our community in start-
ing our town’s first lacrosse team this spring. My
Big Red 25th Reunion vest landed me an intro-
duction with Bruce Falzarano ’80, with whom I
share interests and mutual free time. I still hear
from Mark Sandeen.

While you are reading this column and remi-
niscing about Cornell, please think about keeping
in touch with your classmates by taking a few mo-
ments to send us news. You can submit news elec-
tronically to your correspondents at the e-mail
addresses listed below or at classof79@cornell.
edu. Have a happy holiday season! Cindyc

79 Hey, Class of 1979, by the time
you read this column, I hope
you’ve made plans to attend our

30th Reunion, June 4-7, 2009. Reunion co-chairs
Larry Stone and Steve Magacs are planning a
memorable weekend. Check our class website at
http://classof79.alumni.cornell.edu for reunion
updates. If you have not yet responded to your
News and Dues mailing, please become a dues-
paying member of the class and help support our
30th Reunion and other class activities.

Cornell Adult University offers many exciting
educational programs throughout the year. In
March 2007, Jeff Berg, MBA ’81, and his father
attended Florida baseball, led by Prof. Glenn
Altschuler, PhD ’76. While the mornings consist-
ed of stimulating lectures on such topics as the
reserve clause, baseball globalization, and steroids,
afternoons were reserved for Spring Training games
in Jupiter, Port St. Lucie, and Vero Beach. Special
guest appearances were made by New York Mets
and St. Louis Cardinals great Keith Hernandez and
his wife Kai (Bloom) ’86. In March 2008, Jeff
traveled to the Mirage Hotel in Las Vegas to par-
ticipate in Business and Culture of Las Vegas, also
led by Prof. Altschuler. Lectures focused on the his-
tory and growth of Las Vegas, gambling, and casi-
no surveillance, and included a craps lesson and
a CFO’s view of the Mirage’s operations. Special
nighttime entertainment included LOVE by Cirque
de Soleil and Danny Gans, Entertainer of the Year.

In December 2007 Sharon Inkeles, MD ’83,
husband Mark Gudesblatt, MD ’80, and children
Melanie ’09, Meredith ’12, and Ben took an

‘You think of Cornell as a place, an
institution, but it’s really the experience
of being with amazing people.’Kurt Robinson ’79
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Williams, cew32@cornell.edu; Cynthia Ahlgren
Shea, cynthiashea@hotmail.com; and Kathy Zap-
pia Gould, rdgould@suscom.net.

for the Johnson School. Rumor has it he will be
spending time back at Fiji and maybe rejoining
the rugby team, but with his daughter Megan
’10 a junior, perhaps he will be a little more sub-
dued. Steve keeps in touch with Mike Rolband,
MCE ’81, MBA ’82, and Josh Rosenblatt. The Cor-
nell Council is made up of active alumni who
serve a critical function as first responders and
sounding boards for Cornell initiatives. With 19
current members and numerous past members,
the Class of ’80 has served well.

Ellen Wulfhorst is appreciating the comple-
tion of the election season as she serves as a
reporter for Thompson Reuters covering the pres-
idential campaigns. She started in December 2007
with the Clinton campaign. Liz Pittman Griffin is
managing editor for School Administrator maga-
zine, and extends that focus to tutoring illiterate
adults for their GEDs. She misses and fondly re-
members her freshman year in Sperry—which of
course is only a memory for all of us since Sperry
was razed to make way for the new West Campus.
Stephen Kohn (Briarcliff Manor, NY) is president
of a management consulting firm and has written
two books, 6 Habits of Highly Effective Bosses and
6 Habits of Highly Effective Teams.

David Lane (Latham, NY) is project super-
intendent for a large construction firm focused on
schools and medical/office buildings. He misses
the lunches and camaraderie of the Green Drag-
on and would like to hear from Kathy Stotter and
Lynn Griffo. Stephanie Goldpin Dowdle (New
Canaan, CT) is a solo ob/gyn and would like to

catch up with Gail Henry Katz ’81 and Roberta
Walter Goodman. John Kendrick, executive di-
rector of planned giving at George Washington
U., remembers traying down Libe Slope and writ-
ing for the Sun. He keeps in touch with John
Wang when he isn’t participating in Boy Scouts
with his sons, going to church, and enjoying the
incredible culture of the Washington, DC, area.

Jay ’79 and Laura Meyers Lieberman (Avon,
CT) are back East from L.A. with their children
Danielle, 20 (a junior at Wisconsin), Sam, 17, and
Jordan, 13. Laura recently caught up with Lauri
Rossman Feldman, Todd Zelek ’79, Rich Friedman
’79, and Bob Lerner ’78. Ira Halfond sends his re-
gards from Craryville, NY, where he is an attorney
and married to classmate Ellen (Kaplan). Ira sup-
ports the Copake Theater Co. and Cornell Cooper-
ative Extension, in addition to spending time with
his family. Mary Hurley (San Francisco) is a staff
attorney for the US Court of Appeals for the Ninth
Circuit. She writes of realizing how impressive Cor-
nell’s international presence and importance is from
her trip to India to visit her brother-in-law Gau-
tam Basu, PhD ’93, and other Cornellians there.

Salvatore Moscatello sends regards from
Charleston, SC, where he leads a gastroenterology
practice. He is wondering where Elliot Davis is
these days. (Check https://directory.alumni.cornell.
edu. Who needs classmates.com when you can use

cornell.edu?) Joyce Rosen (NYC) is a product man-
ager for the Depository Trust and Clearing Corp.,
but really loves being a glass artist and enjoyed
biking in South Africa last year. Matt Adler was
honored recently with judging the Int’l Commer-
cial Arbitration Moot Court in Philadelphia. Matt
otherwise serves as chair of Pepper Hamilton’s in-
ternational litigation and arbitration practice group.
That’s all for now. Enjoy life! Tim O’Connor,
tvo2 @cornell.edu; Cynthia Addonizio-Bianco,
caa28 @cornell.edu; Leona Barsky, leonabarsky
@aol.com; Dik Saalfeld, rfs25 @cornell.edu;
Dana Jerrard, dej24 @cornell.edu.
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80 Perhaps we should consider
making the news columns more
of a wiki-based effort so the

deadline of compiling all the great notes you
have started to send in doesn’t sneak up on me.
Speaking of sneaking up, many of you seem to
have 50th birthdays on your mind. This is a great
opportunity to catch up with “old” friends and
share the pains, joy, and news of reaching the
half-century mark. It’s not so bad when you share
it with friends, so thanks for your news.

Tami Teague Watson e-mailed us from St.
Louis to describe her 50th birthday plan of meet-
ing a bunch of classmates—including Doe Weiss—
at a spa in West Virginia. Tami is now celebrating
a new career in autism research at Washington U.
with fellow Cornellian John Constantino ’84. She
is looking forward to our next big reunion in just
two short years and expects to see some former
Lincoln Hall and Straight Theater habitués.

Jean Ellis writes in from Manchester, MA,
where she is a teacher experiencing midlife Sud-
den Empty Nest Syndrome as her triplets head off
to college this fall. Empty Nest Syndrome often
accompanies symptoms of Empty Wallet Syndrome
too, but, hey, it’s only four years (for most). Hav-
ing just had my oldest graduate from college, I re-
member they do sometimes come home! Jean’s

extended family includes brother Bob ’82 and
Jenifer Sidell Ellis ’85. She writes that she would
like to hear from Kathy Goodrich Ferro. When not
managing transformation at IBM Global Financing,
Diane Henke Drenkard, MS ’84, along with hus-
band Hans ’81, has become a regular attendee at
Cornell sporting events. Son Adam ’11 and daugh-
ter Liz ’09 are in the Cornell Marching Band.

Barron’s magazine recently recognized our
own Saly Glassman (Gwynedd Valley, PA) as
number one in “an elite group of financial advi-
sors” in Barron’s profile of the “Top 100 Women
Financial Advisors.” Saly has been at Merrill
Lynch for some 27 years to earn this honor, in
addition to continuing to compete nationally in
equestrian events and support local conservation
and community service organizations. Doug
Hughes and wife Frances (Arlington, VA) decid-
ed that the half-century mark was cause for chal-
lenging their youth: they moved and adopted an
infant all in the same week. The ensuing chaos
seems to have been easier on baby Dougie, who
is already showing fraternity potential.

Steve Benjamin, MCE ’81, MBA ’82, is in real
estate development in California, chairs the board
of an independent school, and keeps in touch with
Cornellians in the area through the Cornell Alum-
ni Council and Cornell Silicon Valley. Steve returned
to Cornell this fall as entrepreneur-in-residence

‘Empty Nest Syndrome often 
accompanies symptoms of 
Empty Wallet Syndrome.’Tim O’Connor ’80

81 I am happy to report that I had a
baby boy, Brayden Reese Levine, on
Friday, August 1, 2008 at 8:14 a.m.

in Boca Raton Community Hospital, Boca Raton,
FL. Big sister Ella Paige, 2, and dad Russ Levine
are thrilled! We are delighted to have him as part
of our family. Kevin McCarthy (kevin.c.mccarthy@
accenture.com) and wife Jennifer also welcomed
a baby on Saturday, July 5: Kathleen Addison
McCarthy. Big brother Liam, 2, and mom are
delighted! They now live in Davenport, IA, and
Kevin still works for Accenture, spending a lot of
time in Chicago! So some of us have a long way
to go before we help with those Cornell applica-
tions for our kids!

Andrew Dixon of Ithaca, NY, tells us that he
is now involved in finance, although he was sup-
posed to be a journalist. And if he could go back
in time to January ’81, he would not do anything
differently! Andy Stadnik, ME ’82, is now ten
years in remission from leukemia. Since 2001, he
has been the director of the US Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission National Testing Lab—the
most fun engineering and science job in govern-
ment—where work includes lighting off lots of
fireworks, riding ATVs to the edge, testing all sorts
of toys, including big boy toys like ride-on mow-
ers and chain saws, and seeing how easily things
catch on fire, to name a few. All to make sure
you are safe in your home, school, park, or mall!
Needless to say, he has run across a few fellow
Cornellians on the other side of the table when
he has to enforce the regulations!

Marcia Conant continues to work as a psy-
chologist while beginning a new business: a
handpainted knob company (www.eggknobs.
com). She started looking at colleges for her
daughter, and hopes to tour Cornell, which she
thinks would be fun to see again! Donna Alder-
man is an osteopathic physician and surgeon and
medical director with the Hemwall Family Med-
ical Centers. She was quoted in the New York
Times as “a leader in the field” (non-surgical lig-
ament and tendon reconstruction). She is also
publishing a book this year. She never thought
she would see her name in the New York Times,
but ya’ never know!

Erik Engberg (eengberg@zoominternet.net)
continues to work at Healthways (www.healthways.
com), a company that provides health and care
support to more than 26 million people worldwide
through their health plans, their employers, or the
government so that they may proactively manage
their own health and, consequently, live healthier
lives and reduce the financial burden on our health-
care system. Talk about a win-win! He continues
to serve as the executive director for the Pittsburgh
Care Enhancement Center, which is staffed with
more than 250 registered nurses who outreach to
about 350,000 health plan participants. 
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News from San Juan, Puerto Rico. Mario Mal-
donado Jr. is an executive producer for a TV “soap
opera” (telenovela) that will be launched next year
through a national Hispanic TV station, Tele-
mundo. We can’t wait to see this! This production
will also be launched in European, Asian, and Latin-
American countries. Mark Elsaesser tells us that
his 13-year-old daughter is thinking of a career in
hospitality (like dad, like daughter!). Mary Kieron-
ski Brown is living in Princeton, NJ, with husband
Ken. Their first grandchild arrived last April! She
is working in the scientific communications area
of the pharmaceutical firm Schering-Plough, where
she does a lot of process development and writ-
ing. When not working, she enjoys time with Ken
on their small hobby farm where they are raising
five Hereford cows. Along that note, Diane Cotel-
lessa McGarry, her husband, and their four chil-
dren operate a dairy farm in northern Vermont.
They have 90 milking cows. How’s that?

Betsy Cahn’s son Sam had his bar mitzvah
this past spring, and son Jack is in the 4th grade.
Pamela Bulcroft Moore lives in Avon, CT, with hus-
band Chris (IC ’80) and her sons Reilly, 19 (U. of
Richmond), Jay, 16, and Eamon, 9. She is a part-
ner at McCarter & English in its Hartford office and
was recently appointed practice group leader for
the firm’s Labor and Employment Department. She
has seen Lorraine Brennan and Maryann Facen-
da Simmons—lots of laughs and reminiscing about
Cornell days. Lorraine is an international arbitra-
tor and Maryann is a director at UBS. They also
see Laura (Dake) and ‘Big’ John Roche and their
wonderful kids often. Pamela says they are all rea-
sonably bad golfers, but they try to get togeth-
er for 18 a few times each summer!

Phebe Ladd Mertes is now a Linux adminis-
trator for a company that does the back end ac-
counting for wireless Internet access. When she
speaks with someone back East they claim she
has a Texas accent! Scot Martin, MBA ’83, head-
ed to China in August to spend a week touring
around the country, then a week at the Olympic
games as part of work that he’s doing with a
charity, raising money for the Canadian Olympic
team. Then he went to Lusaka, Zambia, for a
week as part of work with another charity. Jim
DeStefano and Mike Staun, ME ’82, MBA ’83,
will be making their fifth annual ski trip to Salt
Lake City this winter with sons in tow—Jimmy,
16, and Michael, 14.

Susan Kurz Snyder runs a legal recruiting
business called Greene-Levin-Snyder Legal Search
Group. She has a 17-year-old son Jeremy and an
11-year-old daughter Becky. She is an active vol-
unteer at the Ethical Culture Fieldston School in
NYC, and has become increasingly involved in
things Cornell! As they started to explore college
options for her son, she wished she could go back
to college at Cornell again! To balance out her
crazy pace, she practices yoga almost daily. Rhon-
da Eisner Batt organized a ladies lunch at a de-
licious Turkish restaurant in Mamaroneck, NY, on
July 18. Joining Rhonda was Cheryl Adler Nat-
bony, Solange Cohen Bar-Ness, Linda Schecter
Giove, Andrea Glick, Robin Rosenberg, and
Sherri Samilow Rozansky. Maura Fecher Carlin
and Diane Berney Gluck couldn’t make it, but
they were there in spirit!

We treasure our communication with you.
Please send some e-mails our way, filled with your
news—stay in touch with us and your classmates!

Betsy Silverfine, bsilverfine@comcast.net;
Kathy Philbin LaShoto, lashoto@rcn.com; and
Jennifer Read Campbell, ronjencam@aol.com.
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82 Our class continues to enjoy a
high level of post-Reunion news
and activity. It seems as if re-

unions do spark class members to reconnect and
reestablish relationships. Recently, I had the
pleasure of visiting my former roommate and
classmate Randall Marcus and his bride Terry at
their beautiful home in Cayuga Heights. Randy is
one of the finest real estate lawyers in Tompkins
County (perhaps I’m a little biased) and is a prin-
cipal in the Ithaca law firm of Barney, Grossman,
Dubrow & Marcus. In his spare time, when he’s
not listening to the Grateful Dead, searching for
bottles of Tuborg Gold, or chasing after his two
teenage sons, Randy can often be found in his
garage restoring antique cars.

Like his classmate Randy Marcus, Timothy
Marchell is an influential member of the Ithaca
community. Timothy is the director of Mental
Health Initiatives at Cornell’s Gannett Health Ser-
vices and was featured in a December 28, 2007
Wall Street Journal article concerning Cornell’s men-
tal health support programs for students in distress.

Another talented lawyer from our class,
Michael Sullivan reports that he was recently ap-
pointed counsel at the Lawrenceville, NJ, law firm
of Parker McCay. Michael practices primarily in the
areas of complex litigation, land use, commercial
litigation, gaming regulation, and medical mal-
practice. Debra Figliola LaGattuta writes that she
is enjoying life in sunny Florida, but still found
time to reconnect with friends and classmates at
our 25th Reunion. Debra also returned to college
recently to obtain a master’s degree in education
from the U. of South Florida.

Many of our classmates report that their ex-
tracurricular activities revolve primarily around
their offspring. Barbara Griggs-Pratt of Honesdale,
PA, writes that she is spending much of her time
chasing after her 3- and 5-year-old children and
serving as a member of the board of directors of
her local YMCA. Barbara still has many fond mem-
ories of spring break trips to Fort Lauderdale dur-
ing her years at Cornell and says she has stayed in
shape by completing a 70-mile canoe race. When
she is not canoeing or chasing after her children,
Barbara serves as the nutrition services manager
at Wayne Memorial Hospital. When she has an op-
portunity to take a break from her day job as the
head of communications for the Costume Inst. at
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, Nan-
cy Aronson Chilton reports that she spends much
of her time keeping track of her teenage children
Matt, 14, and Ali, 13.

The National Science Foundation in Arling-
ton, VA, is fortunate to have Barbara Humm
Kenny as its program director for engineering re-
search centers. Barbara and husband Christopher
’81 are living comfortably in northern Virginia.
Susan Spira Hakkarainen is VP, architectural sales
and marketing for Lutron and the chief creative
officer for Ivalo Lighting. At least one of our
classmates has been busy working on new office
space to accommodate his expanding business.
Neil Watkins, MD ’86, reports that he is a prac-
ticing ophthalmologist and owner of 20/20 Eye
Specialists, with offices in Gary, Merrillville, and
East Chicago, IN. He writes that he has been busy
expanding his office space in Gary, and would like
to hear from his classmate Stuart Baron. Neil
lives with wife Desiree in Hazel Crest, IL.

Another talented physician from our class re-
ports a significant increase in Cornell connec-
tions. Geoffrey Morris, an internist at the U. of
Rochester Medical Center writes, “My daughter

Karolyn is entering Cornell this fall along with my
Chi Phi roommate Bob Ramin, MBA ’95’s daughter
Peggy. I’m nervous because Karolyn’s high school
boyfriend is entering Cornell as an engineer.” Good
luck, Geoff, and remember there will be plenty of
other Cornell men to make you nervous. Geoff also
writes that Megan Terwilliger, MD ’88, is a part-
ner in his medical practice and that he has been
in contact with fellow Chi Phi Ed Joe ’81.

We have recently received news from some of
our classmates on the left coast, who, believe it
or not, have fond memories of Ithaca winters and
walking home on snowy evenings from Uris Li-
brary. Kenneth Kuchman reports that, in addition
to missing cold Ithaca nights, he was recently ap-
pointed manager of the Bernard E. and Alba
Witkin Charitable Foundation in Berkeley, CA. Ken
also serves as the regional VP of the Pacific North-
west and Hawaii Chapter of the Cornell Hotel So-
ciety. Holly Alwyn Werner misses hearing from her
friend Lorraine Margolies. Holly lives with hus-
band Ted in Manteca, CA. She is currently working
at the U. of California, Merced as a contract and
grants analyst. Nicholas Westley and wife Mon-
ica are enjoying life in sunny Southern California.
Nicholas is the president, global real estate and
project services global workplace solutions for
Johnson Controls in El Segundo, CA.

Jill Schosberg Stoller lives in Upper Saddle
River, NJ, and is managing partner of Chestnut
Ridge Pediatric Associates of Woodcliff Lake, NJ,
with Mark Mandel. She recently completed her
second medical mission to Ghana with the local
NGO Our Chance Int’l, which provides medical and
surgical services to children in the developing
world. Jill has been married for 25 years to Tim
’78 and has children Travis and Jenna. “Jenna
will be joining the Cornell tradition when she
heads to the Hill with the Class of 2012 this fall
(Arts & Sciences).” Jill would like to find fellow
Pi Phi Susan Hirschhorn. For this and other like
inquiries, check the online Alumni Directory at
https://directory.alumni.cornell.edu.

After a divorce, Mark Stenzler has moved
from Geneva to a new apartment in Bern, Switzer-
land, and is working there as a civil servant in
the Swiss Federal Office for Informatik. He is ra-
dio host of “Blues Zeppelin” on Bern Radio RaBe.
Mark reports, “My daughter Hannah and I spent
a weekend in Amsterdam in June to celebrate her
12th orbit around the sun. David Sesko joined
us for the festivities. We all went to the Van Gogh
Museum and toured the canals by boat. We also
made our way to several outdoor cafes where
many Heinekens were consumed [I presume by
Mark and David and not Hannah].” Our reunion
band man Marc Jacoby reports that he is em-
ployed as “Marc the Music Man,” spends time
“snow-ridin’ and mountain-bikin’“ (sometimes at
Shindagin near Ithaca) and is “working hard to
pay for college—my son Benjamin will be at-
tending CALS as a freshman in Autumn 2008. The
beat goes on!” Marc fondly remembers “the Zobo
Fun Band at Night Court” and would like to hear
from Nicholas Pennings.

As always, thank you for the great news
items and please keep them coming. Also, if you
are interested in contacting classmates or have
been named as a “contactee” by someone above,
we can often supply you with e-mail addresses
and other contact information. In this age of
Google searches and spam, we don’t usually put
that information into the column itself, but we
can provide it if you satisfactorily identify your-
self (e.g., What song was played most often on
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the jukebox at Dunbar’s?) to a class correspon-
dent. Douglas Skalka, dskalka@npmlaw.com;
Steven Crump, spc25@cornell.edu; and Mark E.
Fernau, mef29@cornell.edu.

c
consultant and also enjoys childrearing, biking,
canoeing, and kayaking. She’d love to hear from
Mike Sedayao, Steve Beede, Alex Beltran, and
Vincent Gaughan. Michael Prospero (tprospero@
verizon.net), director of operations at Byron Nu-
clear Exelon Corp. in Sycamore, IL, and wife Ter-
ri recently spent time whale watching in Cabo
San Lucas, Mexico. Michael would love to hear
from Jim DeCou, Chuck Artymovich, Bryan
Thompson, and Doug Pratt ’84. 

After spending 20 years as executive director
of Loaves and Fishes of Tompkins County in Itha-
ca, Chris Pothier (chrispothier327@hotmail.com)
took some time off and spent six months in Bo-
livia visiting her godson and family, as well as ex-
ploring ceramic art at the Cornell ceramic studio.
Later that year, Chris’s godson came from
Venezuela to live with her and her husband for a
while. Chris said it was wonderful to be reunited
with her godson after being apart for nine years.
Michael Kantor (Kantorm@Thirteen.org), and
wife Kathy Landau recently moved out of New
York City. Michael has been focusing on renovat-
ing their new home. He is the proud father of
three and is a producer/director of PBS docu-
mentary films. He recently enjoyed being a nom-
inator for the Tony awards. Michael would love to
hear from Dave Contarino.

Julienne Bramesco (jwbramesco@hotmail.
com) and husband Glenn Law are living in Arling-
ton, VA. Julienne recently started a new position
as VP and general counsel of Colonial Parking Inc.
She devotes her free time to the Girl Scouts as well
as teaching continuing legal education classes for
various organizations. Julienne would love to hear
from Kim Leffert. Yvonne Brouard Altman
(alapeds@pol.net) is a pediatrician at Sutter Gould
Medical Group in Modesto, CA. When she’s not busy
being a taxicab driver for her three boys (14, 11,
and 7), she and husband Robert ’84 are tending
to their small farm (replete with chickens, minia-
ture cows, and horses). Yvonne enjoys being a Cub
Scout pack leader and coaching her youngest son
in Suzuki violin. She’d love to hear from Heather
Robbins and Lesley Harris Palmer. 

John Oliver and wife Karen in Rye, NH, en-
joy spending time with their 4-year-old daughter
Lily. John sells video security and surveillance
technology solutions. Eric Gouvin (egouvin@law.
wnec.edu), Longmeadow, MA, teaches corporate
and commercial law. He recently taught summer
courses at the U. of Paris X - Nanterre, a change
of venue from Western New England College School
of Law where he is associate dean for academic
affairs and professor of law. When not attending
to academic matters, Eric enjoys spending time
with his wife Beth Lovejoy and keeping up with
children Lucy, 13, and Joe, 10.

Alyssa Bickler (cousinalyssa@yahoo.com) is
an executive recruiter with Domari & Associates
Inc., an executive search firm in Venice, FL. When
not working, Alyssa is busy raising her 10-year-
old daughter, exercising, and spending time with
friends and family. She enjoys going to country
music concerts and is often lucky enough to meet
the artists! She’d love to hear from Karen Krause
’84. Ron Pope, Watertown, NY, is enjoying life as
a retiree. He is presently doing volunteer work in
his area and having fun traveling. Tracey Weisler
(Tracey.Weisler@fcc.gov) lives in Washington, DC,
with husband Marcio. Tracey is senior advisor for
Western Europe at the Federal Communications
Commission. In her spare time, she enjoys the-
atre, political fundraising, and organic gardening.
Tracey would love to hear from Gil Kofman.

Ellen Miller Edmundson lives with husband
Neil and their two teenage daughters in Pitts-
ford, NY. When not busy at her day job as direc-
tor, supply chain in global operations, she serves
on the board of the Genesee Figure Skating Club,
manages the Genesee Express Synchronized Skat-
ing Teams, and designs custom figure skating ap-
parel. Ellen is also pursuing a Master of Science
at Rochester Inst. of Technology College of Ap-
plied Science and Technology. Thanks for all your
news! Enjoy the upcoming holiday season. Please
send your news and stories. Lynn Buffamante
Schwarz, lschwarz@us.ibm.com.

c

83 Hi, everyone! I’m very excited
about writing this column and
catching up with what’s been

happening in your lives. I’ve been living in New
Milford, CT, for the past 15 years and really like
this corner of the world. I’m the proud mom of
two: Chris, 15, and Lauren, 11 (hooray for those
teen years!). When I’m not providing shuttle serv-
ice for my children, I juggle time between work
as an attorney, gym, cycling, and whatever else
I’m able to squeeze in. This time of year that
means holiday baking and training for a century.
The hope is that cycling will counteract the effect
of all those baked goods and overindulgence dur-
ing November and December!

Speaking of training for athletic events, Bea
Olavarria-O’Malley (Bea.O’Malley@xlgroup.com),
VP at XL Group (human resources), trained for a
triathlon this past summer. She and husband Tim
live in Ridgefield, CT, along with their children
Ian and Julia. Bea would love to hear from Yvette
Head ’82. Nearby, in Fairfield, CT, Brian Miles
(bmiles@optonline.net) enjoys running and will
be looking forward to hitting the ski slopes once
the weather turns colder. Brian owns I. Stern & Co.
Inc. and distributes plastic resins. Both he and
wife Sharon are very proud of their son Zachary
’12’s acceptance to the Applied Economics and
Management program in CALS. Brian would love
to hear from Diane Kaplan and Gus Delgado. 

Ron Paasch (rpaasch@comcast.net) and wife
Jen live in Northampton, MA. Ron is enjoying be-
ing a new dad. He’s a physician at Pioneer Spine
and Sports Physicians and is busy working on ex-
panding the practice and designing buildings for
the expansion. Although he has less time than
he’d like to pursue and train for his own sports ac-
tivities, he recently participated in the Cannonball
Run Road Race. Ron still keeps in touch with his
Cornell friends on a weekly basis! Speaking of road
races, Paul Harriott, MBA ’85 (PJH69911@yahoo.
com), Lewes, DE, enjoys “everything Porsche” in
his nonworking hours. An orthopedic surgeon by
day, he switches gears in his leisure time and en-
joys racing Porsches, windsurfing, and spending
time with his wife Carroll. Paul would love to
hear from John Bohenick.

Mark Spiegel (markspiegel@gmail.com)
prefers racing his car in a virtual setting. Mark lives
and works in Manhattan. He’s an investment banker
at Piper Jaffray & Co. and admits that he’s hooked
on Gran Turismo 5 Prologue on his new Play-
station. Judy Schroeder (jaschroeder@nyseg.
com), Auburn, NY, is director of regional operations
at NYS Electric and Gas. When she’s not working,
Judy enjoys getting out on the open road with
her Harley motorcycle. Richard Haberek (richard
haberek@yahoo.com) from Herkimer, NY, runs his
own office cleaning business. He’s been active in
the Navy Reserves for the past 15 years. He’d love
to hear from Sierra Olive Boyd ’85, ME ’87. 

William Dickson lives in Glenmont, NY, with
wife Darienne and is deputy director of communi-
ty services at the Capital District Psychiatric Cen-
ter in Albany. Miriam Garver McGiver (mmcgiver@
nycap.rr.com) is living in Cobleskill with husband
Clemens and their children. Miriam is the SUNY
Oneonta facilities department site representa-
tive. She spends her free time as an engineering

84 First of all, please save the dates
for our 25th Reunion, June 4-7,
on the Cornell campus. There will

be lots of fun and lots of old friends—guaran-
teed! Janet Insardi and Kitty Cantwell are the
chairs and are always looking for volunteers to
help before and during reunion. They would love
classmates to join them for a great weekend in
Ithaca. Some of the events you can look forward
to are: great food, relaxation, lectures, athletics,
music, and the tents! It’s also a great way to
introduce your kids to Cornell!

Tom Allon is the president and chief executive
of Manhattan Media. In May 2008, Manhattan Me-
dia bought 02138, a magazine for Harvard alumni,
with visions of expanding it into social network-
ing and event sponsorship, and then duplicating
the operation for each Ivy League school. “We plan
to launch a companion website that’s a social net-
working website for Harvard alumni, and sponsor a
series of events—alumni events—around the 02138
brand,” he said. “We think this is a sort of new par-
adigm in publishing. I think people do share com-
mon interests when they’re alumni of a university.”

The US Dept. of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment announced that David Horne will become
chief of staff for the department. David returns to
the federal government after an extensive record
in the public and private sector and will oversee
the day-to-day management of HUD’s $40 billion
budget and 9,300 employees throughout the na-
tion. Before this, David served as chief of staff to
Congressman Rick Lazio (NY) and senior counsel
when he was chairman of the House Banking Sub-
committee on Housing and Community Opportu-
nity. Prior to joining Lazio’s office, David worked
as an associate for the law firm Gibson, Dunn &
Crutcher in Los Angeles and Washington, DC.

Bob Dolan is the senior research scientist for
assessment and information at the Pearson School.
He is married to Lori Lynn Hoffer. Dorian Grave-
nese Glickenhaus is in private dermatology prac-
tice. She spends most of her time after work with
her school-age daughters Carly, 9, and Hannah, 7,
on the soccer fields and doing math homework
with them. Other than that, Dorian still runs reg-
ularly. She would love to get in touch with class-
mate Cathy Klein, DVM ’87. David Susnitzky, PhD
’89, is the TEM lab manager for Evans Analytical
Group in Sunnyvale, CA. After work, he is a USTA
tennis league player in the South Bay. He is also
spending time getting his son Brett, 16, ready for
an AFS foreign exchange year in Latvia.

Dorothy Pelovitz Frank and husband Andrew
Hollander, JD ’91, have 5-year-old fraternal twin
boys. Dorothy is a part-time consultant at Pfizer
and a stay-at-home mom. She has also been train-
ing for a sprint distance triathlon, spearheading
legislative efforts in New Jersey to make classroom
placement of multiples the parents’ choice, and
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doing work for their synagogue. Ken Yanagisawa
and wife Julie Shi ’83 have five children. One is
in college, two are in high school, and two are in
grade school. Ken works as an otolaryngologist at
Southern New England Ear, Nose, Throat and Facial
Plastic Surgery Group. He spends his free time as
a sports photographer for college and youth sports,
a computer timer for youth swim meets, and lec-
turing and teaching Yale Medical School residents.
Ken’s fondest memories of Cornell are the annual
blossoming of spring—enjoying the blooms and
colors, socializing on the Quad, fishing the waters
around Cayuga Lake, and walking to the Dairy Bar.

Ted Clark and wife Cheri live in Wellesley,
MA, where he is a mentor to Babson College En-
trepreneurs, an angel investor, and a Babson Col-
lege trustee. After-hours, he can also be found
coaching Little League. He’s been doing a lot of
philanthropic board work and has been on some
venture capital fund advisory boards. Annie Hig-
bee is a real estate broker in Maine. After work,
she enjoys yoga, adventuring, traveling, home
shopping, and meeting people. Recently, she’s
been spending a lot of her free time fixing up a
home in Vinalhaven, ME, for a rental opportuni-
ty. Her favorite thing about Cornell was writing
and researching an article on hidden places on
campus. Celeste “Celia” Shin is in real estate and
property management in California, but in the off-
hours, she loves to spend time with her six dogs.
Lately she has also been remodeling the home she
purchased in the Sonoma County wine country.
She would love to vacation in France or Italy and
would love to hear from Teresa Arroyo ’82, BFA
’83, and Christopher Wesnofske ’87.

Amy Allen Moorman has recently joined the
faculty of the U. of Memphis Cecil C. Humphreys
School of Law, where she teaches the law of con-
tracts and secured transactions. Kathy Gilliland
Devereaux, a student herself, will be student-
teaching in the fall. “Most importantly,” she says,
she’s also a mom. She still loves to bake and sell
cakes, raising money for her nonprofit snack-pack
program that feeds kids over the weekends who
don’t have enough to eat. She has finished
coursework to be a special education/regular ed-
ucation teacher and has been traveling a lot, vis-
iting friends and her daughter in college. She
loves what she’s doing now. She spent a month
in England last summer for school and will study
autism at local Midwest conferences. Her favorite
memory of Cornell is the “Straight breaks.” “They
delivered chocolate chip cookies, and the deliv-
ery person sang. You sent them to friends.” Kathy
would love to hear from Rich Schosberg. Kar-
la Sievers McManus, Klorax@comcast.net; Lind-
say Liotta Forness, fornesszone@aol.com. Class
website, http://classof84.alumni.cornell.edu.

c

opportunity to see each other again on August 17,
2008 when Sharon Tolpin married David Topper in
New York City. Joyce Zelkowitz Cornett also flew
in for the weekend and we all had fun catching up
before, during, and after the wedding. Brian Tress
’88, a cousin of the groom, was also at the spe-
cial event. Sharon and David are now off on their
whirlwind honeymoon, which includes stops in
Croatia, Israel, and many other great locations.

Therese LeMelle-Redhead is the dean of de-
sign and digital media at Katharine Gibbs School-
New York and lives in Poughkeepsie, NY. She also
designs “one of a kind wearable creations” for her
business, Tezzie’s-Toppers.com, and is busy reno-
vating a home that is listed on the National His-
toric Registry. Therese remembers the beauty of
Ithaca in the fall and the peace of Sage Chapel.
Her niece, Kaylin LeMelle-Thomas ’11, is now a
sophomore at Cornell. Debbie Goodman Davis
wrote in from Tenafly, NJ, where she lives with her
husband Gerald. Debbie is busy with the art con-
sulting business she recently started. When asked
what she remembers most fondly about Cornell,
she quickly responded: “I met my husband there!”

Laura Rabinowitz Lefkowitz is a podiatrist
in Los Angeles, CA, and wrote about how she,
husband David ’86, and children Adam, 12, and
Talia, 9, visited Cornell as a family for the first
time during the summer of 2007. Laura also en-
joys watching her son and daughter play base-
ball, softball, and violin. Pedro Torre (ptorre@
sureste.com) is married to Luz Maria and they en-
joy raising their children Jose Alex, 10, and Juli-
eta, 7. Pedro best remembers “being surrounded
by bright minds” while at Cornell. He would love
to hear from Jeff Smith, Jose Revuelta, MME ’86,
and Flores Alfonso ’83.

Susan Lyons lives in Ann Arbor, MI, with her
husband Colin Duckett. Susan is an oncologist who
also enjoys gardening, horseback riding, and bik-
ing. She recently spent time in Ecuador for a med-
ical clinic. She best remembers bagels and gorges
from her time at Cornell and would like to hear
from Susan Diaz, who can reach her at suslyons@
mac.com. Beth Lenarksy Shmariahu is very busy
as the co-owner of Barbara’s Gems, wholesale/
resale jewelry, and US Pawnbroker, a pawnshop in
Jamaica, NY. She lives in Woodmere, NY, with hus-
band Nino. Beth is a steering committee member
of the UJA Federations Connections, on the board
of trustees for Sons of Israel, co-president of the
Synagogue PTA, and a CAAAN volunteer for Cor-
nell. She recently secured a $100K grant for Sons
of Israel from the Dept. of Homeland Security. She
wishes she could be sunning on the beach in
Barbados and remembering Collegetown and her
semester in Washington.

Gary Pilc, MS ’86, MBA ’87, is the head of
trading for fixed income at OFI Institutional in
Boston. Enchi Liu, PhD ’94, is the senior direc-
tor of clinical development for Biopharmaceuti-
cals at Elan in San Francisco, CA. One of our
classmates is a software engineer with sons
Joshua and Ben. He wrote that he enjoys bicycle
commuting, but forgot to write his name on the
news form. I hope he will write again to tell us
his name and to share more news!

Karen Jensen Pearce, husband Bill, MBA ’92,
and children Ryan, 15, Morgan, 12, and Casey, 9,
live in Mission Viejo, CA. When Karen is not busy
raising her children, she enjoys her photography
business, knitting, gardening, Bible studies, and
reading up on parenting issues. She does wish she
could spend time at an all-inclusive beach resort.
She best remembers Cornell for “broadening my

horizons socially, academically, and intellectual-
ly.” She also remembers her time as a bartender
at Noyes Pub (which many of us enjoyed!) and
meeting so many fun friends. Sarah Willens Kass
is a teacher of high school English in Bethesda,
MD, where she lives with husband Mark and their
three children, one of whom is off to college in
the fall. Sarah enjoyed her trips to visit colleges
with her oldest child and now looks forward to
doing it again with her middle child. She recent-
ly went through the time-consuming process of
earning national board certification for secondary
English instruction. What she remembers about
Cornell is her philosophy courses, English profes-
sor Dan Schwarz, and living in such a beautiful
place. She would love to hear from Dylan Kuckes
’86 at sarah.kass@verizon.net.

Lynn Marshall and husband Spiros Koyanis
are living in Portland, OR, where Lynn conducts
epidemiologic studies of aging in men as the as-
sistant professor of medicine and epidemiology at
OHSU. She is also an instructor of Aikido and has
been a volunteer teacher of a few classes per week
for the last five years. She remembers enjoying din-
ners with her 115 Cook St. housemates while at
Cornell. She would love to hear from anyone who
remembers her at lmarshall@pcez.com. Amy Smith
Linton is a freelance writer in Tampa, FL, and is
very proud to share that she and husband Jeff were
shortlisted for the US Sailing Rolex Yachtsman and
Yachtswoman of the Year in 2007. She writes that
Jeff got the Rolex! She recently went to San Fran-
cisco and Napa and enjoyed visiting with Chad
Christine ’86, MD ’91, and his “very cute family.”

We received a lot of news from Karen Mayo-
Tall (bzmom2@gmail.com), who lives in Burke,
VA, with husband Victor and children Jasmine, 13,
and Justin, 9. Karen is senior counsel at the US
Dept. of Education in Washington, DC, working
on e-discovery policy, employment law policy, and
litigation. She is also very busy planning her hus-
band’s promotion to colonel (she didn’t share
with which organization). If that doesn’t keep her
busy enough, she is also a full-time basketball,
baseball, and dance Mom, “scurrying my kids” to
practices and games. Karen is also considering go-
ing back to school for her master’s in reading be-
cause she would like to teach reading to special
needs students when she retires. If she had time
to take a break, she would love to travel back to
France to practice the language and see more of
the country. She was recently there with her
daughter. She remembers Cornell for the fall af-
ternoons on the Quad, sitting in the grass be-
tween classes hanging out with friends and
making new ones. She would love to hear from
her sisters of Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority.

Last but definitely not least, on February 28,
2008, Sheri Wilensky Burke and her husband be-
came the proud parents of Thomas Liam. Sheri has
returned to part-time work at the national head-
quarters of the American Lung Association.
Thomas has already met classmates Lauren Miller
Collins, Sheila Winik Silberglied, and Ron Prague
and is looking forward to wearing the Cornell
sweatshirt he received from Dale Bornstein.
Please keep sending us your news! Leslie Ny-
dick, LNydick @aol.com; Joyce Zelkowitz Cor-
nett, jcornett @actslife.org.
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85 Thank you for sharing so much
news with us! Please keep it
coming for future columns. In

late June, some of us were able to make it to
what has been an annual reunion for a group of
roommates who all met freshman year and most
of whom continued to live together through sen-
ior year—and some even after we left Ithaca. This
year, we met in Hudson, OH, where Debra Eisen-
stat Deroche lives. Cindy Cowen Bowman, Karen
Magri, and Leslie Nydick flew in for the weekend.
We had a great time catching up, walking around,
getting caught in a hailstorm, and spending some
time with Debra’s mom and her adorable daugh-
ters Gillian and Erica. Cindy and Leslie had the

86 I’m writing this column during
the Beijing Olympics, and as
corny as all the “about town”

stories are, they’ve made me really want to visit.
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We have quite a few classmates in China and the
surrounding area—Cornellians are spread around
the globe! In Beijing, and I’m sure with some
great Olympic stories of his own, is Eric Tracht-
enberg. He’s the senior attaché at the American
Embassy, so if you see Eric, you can find out if he
got to meet Michael Phelps or President Bush, or
those fabulous beach volleyball babes. Also
involved in Asia is Kurt MacLeod, who works for
Pact, a nonprofit international development cor-
poration. Kurt is the VP for Asia and Eurasia and
has worked on anticorruption efforts, freedom of

information initiatives, and gender equity projects
in healthcare. Dennis Batty no doubt followed the
equestrian Olympic events with interest. He works
in law enforcement, but his after-hours activity is
training a small stable of horses at Saratoga Race-
way. He and wife Edwina live in Ballston Spa, NY.

At Cornell, I associated sports with Delta Up-
silon. Not so much Olympic sports (were there any
fencers in DU?), but lots of lacrosse and football
players—like Frank Kelly and Dan Gilroy. Frank
is still involved with sports. He’s chairman of the
Leadership Board of the Maryland/Delaware Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes, as well as serving
as CEO of Kelly & Assoc. Insurance Group. Frank
and wife Gayle live in Maryland with their four
children. Dan lives in Elgin, IL, with his wife and
three children, but regularly gets back to the
Ithaca area when he joins family and friends at
their Cayuga Lake house. Dan is president of US
Foodservice Chicago and works with the food and
hospitality industry in the Chicago area.

Also in my Midwestern neck of the woods is
Emily Sawers Berlinghof. Actually, Emily and I are
practically neighbors. We just discovered that her
son, David, a sophomore at New Trier High School,
is on the golf team with my sons Nick and Sam.
One of those small-world moments in the school
cafeteria. Emily ventured into part-time work this
year focusing on marketing strategy, new product
development, and website design. Another busy
mom is Stephanie Crowe Pidgeon. She has three
children that she homeschools and, as she puts it,
“drives hundreds of miles a week to their various
activities.” But she loves what she’s doing and
even finds time to work in her husband’s law prac-
tice. Hadley Harper Witcher, BFA ’87, also works
part-time—in property management—so she can
spend time with her daughter Avery. She and hus-
band Robert moved back to the Philadelphia area
over a year ago and she reports that she’s still try-
ing to keep up with photography and writing.

Belated congratulations go to Chris Arbogast.
He married Barbara Barry last May at Lake Tahoe.
They live in Reno and play a lot of soccer in the
adult leagues. In New Jersey—golfing classmates
take note—Edward LaPadula is the general man-
ager of Essex Fells Country Club. If you get there
for a round of golf, make sure you say hello. When
he isn’t working, he and his wife spend time at
their summer home on Long Beach Island with

their 4-year-old son Edward III. Katie Davin, MS
’95, is the director of hospitality education at
Johnson and Wales U. She and her partner, Sandra
Lindblom, live in Warwick, RI. When she’s not at J
& W, Katie is a drummer in the rock band Almond
Joy. She writes, “It’s not much different from my
days in the Big Red Band—some fun music and a
lot of laughs!” Look for Katie and Almond Joy next
time you’re near Patrick’s Pub in Providence.

Thanks to everyone who filled out your Class
of 1986 News Form and sent in your class dues.
If you haven’t filled out that form in a while,

send us an e-mail. You don’t have to be a gold
medal winner (but if you are, let us know ASAP)
or a drummer in a rock band to get a little press.
Just let us know what’s happening in your life.
Send your updates to: Laura Nieboer Hine,
lauracornell86@sbcglobal.net; or Susan Selig-
sohn Howell, susancornell86@comcast.net.
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year when she went to China over spring break.
When not working, she spends her time “keep-
ing up with sons” Alex, 15, and Nate, 13. She
has great memories of “partying on the slope and
in C-town.”

Tiffany Zimmerer Watts is co-owner of a raw-
food café, Oasis Living Cuisine, in Frazer, PA. She
reports that her “day job currently spills over into
the ‘after-hours,’ but it’s the time of day when I de-
velop new raw-food products and design labels,
etc., so it’s very enjoyable.” Tiffany is currently
launching an online raw-food retail store, Oasis
LivingCuisine.com. Another Keystone state resident,
Alyson Earl, writes in from Elizabethtown, where
she is the executive director for the Lancaster Me-
diation Center. She sent her oldest to college this
fall and asked the question many of us ask our-
selves, “Where did the time go?!” Alyson said that
one of her favorite memories from Cornell was
walking everywhere. On the other side of the state,
Brad Fox has been in Erie, PA, since completing
medical school at SUNY Syracuse. Brad and his wife
have two sons, ages 13 and 7-1/2. In June, Brad
was inaugurated as president of the Pennsylvania
Academy of Family Physicians for 2008-09. He is
also the chairperson for the American Academy of
Family Physicians Annual Scientific Assembly in
San Diego, CA, in September 2008. 

Sue Turkheimer Epstein has called Saratoga
Springs, NY, home for four years now and really
loves it. She and husband Camm have three chil-
dren, ages 12, 9, and 6. Sue recently went back
to school at SUNY Albany and is pursuing a PhD
in organizational studies. Frank Goldman, JD ’94,
recently started his own law firm, focusing on le-
gal issues faced by small and medium-sized busi-
nesses. Frank is based in Atlanta, GA. He and
spouse Lynn Wurzburg are busy “fixing up our
100-year-old house and keeping up with our 7-
year-old daughter’s social life.” Victoria Davis
Spencer and husband Bradford call Weston, MA,
home. She reports, “We recently had an adven-
turous vacation to Costa Rica with our three chil-
dren, ages 7, 7, and 5, where we went whitewater
rafting, horseback riding, big game fishing, and
wildlife viewing.” Victoria is enjoying her present
“day job” as a mom and says there is nothing she
would rather be doing right now. She frequently
gets together with her former Cornell roommate
Jen Stone Lesnick and husband Josh.

West Hooker is a restaurant owner/principal
of Lago, located in Santa Monica, CA. West tells us
that Lago takes its inspiration from his birthplace,
the Lake Como region of Italy. He recently opened
a retail outlet for organic gelato, Caffe Bellagio.
When not busy with his restaurants, West still likes
to sail, ski, and travel to Italy. “Last but not least,
I got married to Karin, from my hometown of Bel-
lagio. West has great memories of “time spent with
new friends from around the world” and he would
most like to hear from Cornell friends Ethan
Hauser and Seth Taylor ’86.

If you haven’t seen your news item yet,
check the next Class Notes column from Heidi.
And please don’t forget to drop us a line if you
have anything you’d like to report, or just want
to share a favorite memory from your time at Cor-
nell. Brenna Frazer McGowan, bfm26@cornell.
edu; and Heidi Heasley Ford, hhf6@cornell.edu.
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‘It’s not much different from my 
days in the Big Red Band—some 
fun music and a lot of laughs!’Katie Davin ’86

87 Well, as another year winds
down, we have lots of news to
report. Thank you to everyone

who sent in your updates. We would love to hear
from more of you in the months ahead! Paul
Madar lets us know that he is enjoying life in
Missouri as a teacher of mind and spirit at the
School of Metaphysics. He and wife Christine are
“raising two red-headed girls, ages 4 and 1.”
While Paul seems to be enjoying his day job, he
did admit that he would rather be “recording my
next CD!” He would love to hear from Kurk
Dorsey and Tae Ho Kim.

Scott Hines writes from Mooresville, NC,
where he is a VP of distribution. He and spouse
Dana bought her grandparents’ house, circa 1830,
located on Dana’s family’s farm and are slowly
renovating it. Scott also finds time to serve as
an instructor at a motorcycle safety foundation.
Rita Malvaso Hancock is a medical doctor, with
a subspecialty in pain management, in Oklahoma
City, OK. She is the author of a Christian weight
loss program, www.TheEdenDiet.com. Rita has
been busy “writing books and learning osteo-
pathic-style manipulation for joint pain.” She
writes, “I remember how steep Libe Slope
seemed when I was late for my first morning
class and it was icy outside!”

Suzanne Horton, MBA ’91, let us in on her
newest endeavor as CEO of Be Jane Inc. Suzanne,
who is based out of Malibu, CA, reports that her
most recent career focus has been on saving com-
panies. She has fond memories of all the wonder-
ful people she met at Cornell and had lots of fun
partying in the gorges. Marie Talia Stein writes
in with news for both her and spouse Mike. Marie
is a regional human resources manager for the Fi-
nancial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA)
while Mike is VP of marketing for Flexco, a man-
ufacturing firm. Mike’s job takes him all over the
world. Marie also ventured far afield earlier this

88 Hello, Class of ‘88. This is my
first installment as a class cor-
respondent and I look forward

to many more. If you didn’t get a chance to go to

072-111CAMND08Notes  10/24/08  2:26 PM  Page 98



C
la

s
s

 N
o

te
s

November | December 2008 99

our 20th Reunion, I’m hoping this column will
update you on what’s happening with some of
your fellow classmates. Not all of us are on Face-
book or Linked In, so here it goes.

Let’s start with a big round of applause for
Lisa Pasquale Semmes and Kelly Smith Brown,
MBA ’92, for a smashing job organizing our 20th
Reunion. On behalf of the class of ’88, thank you!

Moving on to what’s new with our class . . .
Sandra Young Klindt, DVM ’93, lives in Dexter, NY.
She’s a veterinarian for the SPCA, has a practice
that provides acupuncture and herbal therapy to
dogs and cats, and takes care of exotic animals
at a local pet store. Do you get the feeling that
she likes animals? Ellen Rothschild, Glen Ridge,
NJ, is married to Stuart Kolinski and is at home
with kids Ben, Lev, and Julia, and of course her
chocolate lab puppy, Daisy. Lesley Topiol Kowal-
ski moved to Jefferson City, MD. She’s been busy
learning the lay of the land, but found time to
join the PTA (her youngest son is in kindergarten)
and teach tap dancing. Recently Lesley was in At-
lanta and got a chance to catch up with Hillary
Brodsky-Yarmowich. They hadn’t seen each oth-
er in ten years.

Lisa Gagnum-Boillot lives in Larchmont, NY,
not too far from class president Rob Rosenberg
and his wife Pat Cook ’89. Lisa is a mother of
3—two boys and a baby girl—and recently
founded the Westchester branch of Children for
Children, a nonprofit youth service organization.
She fondly remembers walking, biking, and the
beautiful seasons in Ithaca. She’d like to hear
from Adam Bingaman. Diane Weisbrot Wing is
a part-time physical therapist at an outpatient
orthopedic clinic in Redondo Beach, CA. She has
two kids doing every activity under the sun, but
recently got to have fun in the sun herself—in
Hawaii and Disneyland.

Also joining the ’88 list of caregivers is Amy
Mayer Lazar, who lives in Bridgewater, NJ. She
is an otolaryngologist (try saying that ten times
fast). Translation: Amy is a head, neck, and fa-
cial plastic surgeon. In addition to her professional
nip/tucks, she enjoys hanging out with her three
kids, husband, and puppy. Many of our fellow
’88ers have new little ones. Chloe Barzey got mar-
ried in Aruba in February ’07 and had a baby girl,
Keziah, last year. Recently Chloe saw Tanya Curry
McMichael in Atlanta and they exchanged baby
tips. Staci Lublin Reyes (sunshinenyc@verizon.
net) has a newborn, Kayla. Staci is enjoying life
in Westfield, NJ, with husband Brooks and oth-
er daughter Livia, 17 months. She would love to
hear from fellow Cornellians.

Three of our classmates had twin boys this
year: Ky-Van Lee, Michael Johnson, MD ’93, and
Jay Dubowsky. They also have a PhD, a JD, and
an MD, respectively. Those are going to be some
really well educated twins. The details: Ky-Van Lee
lives in Santa Clara, CA, and is married to Scott
Benson ’91. Her sons, born in March, are Julian
Peter and Samuel Quinn. Ky-Van is a clinical pro-
grammer at Gilead. Michael Johnson’s twin boys
give him a total of three children. Michael is a
physician in Providence, RI. Instead of changing
diapers he’d rather be throwing a Frisbee in the
Arts Quad. He’s looking to get back in touch with
Matt Bromberg. Jay Dubowsky is a cardiologist
and lives on Roslyn, NY. His sons Brian and Shaun
are hopefuls for the Cornell Class of 2029. The
good doctor enjoys sailing with his wife Debbie
Neumann on Long Island Sound.

Jackie Daniels Saril reports having too inti-
mate a relationship with her Blackberry. She is

running a public relations agency and caring for
her daughters Jami, 13, and Dani, 4. Instead of
her compulsive e-mails, she’d rather be on a se-
cluded beach with George Clooney and Brad Pitt.
Wait in line, Jackie. Wait in line. Also caring for
two daughters is John Fish. John is an attorney
at Littler Mendelson and lives in San Francisco,
CA. He’s looking to get in touch with Mark Panus
and Julie O’Connor ’87. Also at Littler Mendel-
son (but across the country from John) is Arturo
Ross. When not lawyering and being a dad, he
plays poker for fun, though he’d rather be play-
ing professionally. He misses the 2 a.m. runs to
Louie’s Lunch and other trans fat-loaded delica-
cies back in the day. If RJ Bukovac is reading
this, Arturo would like to hear from you.

Catherine McCarthy lives in Ithaca with hus-
band Paul. She is a grant projects director at the
Sciencenter and is on the board of directors at
the Cayuga Nature Center. In addition to caring
for her son Ezra Davis, 12, she is working on nan-
otechnology outreach and education, with the
goal of getting nanotechnology into 100 muse-
ums over the next few years. Here’s a plug to help
the cause: ATTENTION MUSEUM DIRECTORS: NAN-
OTECHNOLOGY! Melissa Miller doesn’t need PR
help. She is already on TV as a “talking head” on
a local news broadcast in Ohio. Melissa is an as-
sistant professor of political science at Bowling
Green State U. Recently she’s been documenting
the press coverage of the 2008 presidential cam-
paign. Given this historic election year, I’m sure
that will be a fascinating one to read. Our class
could have quite an impressive panel on this top-
ic, including classmate Ethan Goldrich, who
works at the State Dept. as deputy director for
United Nations Political Affairs.

Alison Minton finds time to be involved with
lots of charity and philanthropic committees, in
addition to building her New York City-based hos-
pitality consulting business, Maplemint Enter-
prises. Alison lives in midtown New York City.
Ever hear the one about the doctor and the
lawyer? Christopher Anderson has. He’s a man-
aging partner at Washington, DC, law firm Tim-
mons, Warnes & Anderson and married to Dr.
Rebecca Anderson. He has a son, R. Ethan, 1. All
the while, Christopher finds time to fly airplanes,
which probably is a good thing since he is part-
ner of an aviation firm, Firefly Aviation.

Despite the distance, Feleksan Firat Onar,
who lives in Istanbul, still keeps in touch with
most of her best friends from Cornell: Charles
Boorady ’86, Elana Lieberman, Muriel Mizrahi
Lasry, Ramzi Schumann, and Phillippe Sourou-
jon. She has two girls, 17 and 12, and partici-
pated in a dressage (horse-riding) exhibition in
Berlin. On the other side of the world, Mickey
Shaghalian and husband Larry Vranka ’85 live in
Bronxville, NY. Mickey gave up corporate law long
ago when she had twin boys, age 9. The twins
have a sister Alice, 3. All the kids are active in
sports, which, no doubt, means Mickey is now a
sports enthusiast. She gets together with Jill
Oberlander on a semi-regular basis. Earlier this
year Mickey saw her old housemates and sorority
sisters Dee Troust ’89 and Katie Laessig.

I wish you all well, particularly our class-
mates who have friends or loved ones serving our
country abroad in this time of war. If you’ve got
news to share, e-mail any of us at the addresses
below. Let us know what’s happening. Peace, all.

Brad Mehl, ykbam@comcast.net; Sharon
Nunan Stemme, sharonstemme@earthlink.net;
and Steve Tomaselli, st89@cornell.edu.
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89 Lauren Kidder McGarry and I
celebrated our 20th wedding
anniversary this summer while

watching the Bronx Bombers get shut out by the
Red Sox in the House that Ruth Built. For those
of you cringing at the idea of me dragging her to
Yankee Stadium against her will, know that she
begged to get to “the stadium” before it was torn
down. Even with a quick trip away from our three
kids, we had a fantastic time together. Our family
vacation plans for next year will be spending re-
union at Cornell. May I suggest you plan accord-
ingly as you consider vacations for 2009? Reunion
is a wonderful time to reconnect with those you
knew, meet people for the first time, and expose
our children to the place that made a difference
in who we became. On to the news.

Having been born in West Lafayette, IN, I give
preferential treatment to Lynn Darvin Gerstein and
her update from Carmel, IN, where she has a full-
time job as a mother of four. She says she’s keep-
ing busy playing tennis, swimming, doing artwork,
and catering. When considering what she misses
about Cornell, she offered, “The Hot Truck.” Don’t
we all? Oenophile alert. Sue Nordberg is a wine
sales representative for Martignetti Companies out
of Norwood, MA, and she says, “I’ve been lucky to
have been able to travel to Spain, northern Italy,
and southern France within the past year on wine
trips for work.” Her leisure pursuits include tennis,
a book group, and a film society. From the change
of address department, Jade York and husband
Suleyman Karakus have moved to Istanbul, Turkey.

President of the Petri School of Irish Dancing,
VP of the Irish Dance Teachers Association of
North America, and chairperson of the 2010 North
American Irish Dance Championships . . . It nev-
er ceases to amaze me how our classmates excel
in whatever the chosen field. Elizabeth Petri has
developed an internationally recognized dance
school. Well done! Another New Yorker, Barry
Stern, is a clinical psychologist and psychoana-
lyst in private practice in midtown Manhattan. He
is on the faculty at the Columbia U. College of
Physicians Surgeons Dept. of Psychiatry, and the
Columbia U. Psychoanalytic Center. His most im-
portant recent accomplishments include changing
tutus and leotards for his 3- and 5-year-old girls
and teaching them to golf, as well as cutting up
food for his 1-year-old son. Nothing like parent-
hood to remind us all what’s really important. 

Chris Weeks is the academic and placement
dean for the KIPP Academy in New York City. In
his current position, he places 8th grade students
from four KIPP NYC middle schools into local
Catholic, public, day, and boarding schools and
provides academic support while these students
are in high school. Attorney Peter Klose recent-
ly visited Elyse Familant Leaffer in North An-
dover, MA, and is looking forward to bringing his
new son Oliver to next year’s reunion.

From Marietta, GA, Christopher Peters sends
news that he has changed jobs twice in the past
two years, having left the Weather Channel after
seven years and landing at E*Trade Financial as
a security engineer. He and his wife Sonia en-
joyed a summer vacation this year in Spain. Bec-
ki Fadel King has recently been published in
Newsweek’s “My Turn” column with an essay she
wrote about her daughter’s food allergy. Her full-
time job is editor and contributor at the Mother-
hood (www.themotherhood.com) and taking care
of Ian, 8, and Lydia, 5. 

Jeffrey Cronk is currently directing a com-
prehensive cancer center of EPIC Care (East Bay
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Partners in Cancer Care) across the bay from San
Francisco. Classical piano, wine tasting, and paint-
ing are his current non-work pursuits. From our
nation’s capital, Alejandro Aleman is a lieutenant
colonel with the US Air Force serving in the Penta-
gon as a political-military strategic planner for the
Joint Staff. In his off hours, he enjoys reading, hik-
ing, biking, camping, and attending events at the
Kennedy Center. He’d like to hear from Brad Bak-
er, Nanette Williams ’88, and Ted Schoenberg.

I’ll finish with the “Cornellians Making a Dif-
ference” category. Dr. Judy Nguyen, an anesthe-
siologist in private practice, has volunteered her
professional services on five missions with “Op-
eration Smile.” On these trips she has taken care
of more than 100 patients providing anesthesia
to children getting cleft lips and palates surgi-
cally repaired. Hope to see you all in Ithaca next
summer! Mike McGarry, mmcgarry@dma-us.
com; Lauren Hoeflich, laurenhoeflich@yahoo.
com; Anne Czaplinski Treadwell, ac98@cornell.
edu; and Stephanie Bloom Avidon, savidon1@
hotmail.com.

c

It was a moving event for me and before it was
all over I think we greatly encouraged each oth-
er with words and prayer.” When not hanging with
the guys, Touré is likely traveling. He wrote that
he’d just completed his 15th trip to China in two
years. “As with many companies, mine is whole-
heartedly participating in the boom in Asia. It’s
a great place to work, although most of the larg-
er cities have pollution issues.”

Stephen Swanson and wife Carina Hueber
had son Sander William on April 26, 2008. Steve
is senior legal counsel at Citi Global Wealth Man-
agement in New York. Scott Blake is the princi-
pal at George Washington Elementary School in
Wyckoff, NJ. He lives in Ramsey, NJ, and has three
children, Ben, 8, Jeremy, 6, and Maggie Rae, 2.
Brian and Sonia Lees Roitman happily reported
the recovery of their 2-year-old son from a kidney
transplant in January 2008. Sonia donated the or-
gan and healed well. Their three other children,
ages 5 to 9, “managed heroically during a very
difficult two years,” Brian wrote. Sonia is back at
work as a psychologist at their children’s school
in Stamford, CT, and Brian is in his 11th year at
JPMorgan Chase in New York.

John Flores is moonlighting as a motorcycle
journalist and photographer for RoadRUNNER mag-
azine; a recent assignment took him to the Philip-
pines. See his work at www.twowheelsgood.us. M.
Lara Hoke joked that she was “all rev ’d up” after
being ordained as a Unitarian Universalist minis-
ter on March 30, 2008 at the Unitarian Universal-
ist Church of Worcester, MA. The Rev. Hoke is a
chaplain with Beacon Hospice. Amy Dumas moved
to Sacramento, CA, in April 2008 to start a job
with the federal Bureau of Land Management’s
Wild Horse and Burro Program.

Carole Moran Krus participated in the Na-
tional Marathon to Fight Breast Cancer in Jack-
sonville, FL, in February 2008. With the help of
friends including Katrine Bosley, Maria Scaltro,
MBA ’02, Kelly Lawson, and Mitch Huang ’91,
she raised more than $2,500 toward breast can-
cer research. Carole’s ultimate running goal is the
Boston Marathon. Meanwhile, she keeps busy
working part-time and raising Charlie, 9, and Brid-
get, 6, with husband David in Cleveland. There’s
more news to come, so stay tuned to this space.

Amy Wang Manning, aw233@cornell.edu;
Kelly Roberson, kelly-roberson@sbcglobal.net;
Tamiko Toland, stmoluag@yahoo.com. 
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the night again . . . someday. Becky Levine Lei-
bowitz is also busy chasing after sons Jonah, 5,
and Sam, 3. She is a manager of strategic quality
with Ethicon Inc. in Somerville, NJ. She has vivid
memories of the smell of breakfast while hiking
up Libe Slope to go to class in the morning.

Chris Reynolds is celebrating both his tenth
anniversary with wife Ginette and turning 40. He
is a credit derivatives broker and enjoys playing
golf and coaching lacrosse. Celeste Tambaro
D’Allesandro is managing director, Latin American
equity sales at Goldman Sachs. Husband David is
a cardiothoracic surgeon at Montefiore Medical
Center in the Bronx. Sons David, 5, and Aidan, 2,
provide great joy outside of work. Raising four kids
and a dog keeps Amy Gellert Lebovitz on the go.
Somehow she still finds time for tennis and run-
ning while supervising the household in Bernards-
ville, NJ. Noel Dean Blackwood lives in Austin,
TX, with wife Laurie. He is a legal director for Dell
Inc. and enjoys cycling in his free time. Wendy
Milks, director of marketing for Wright Express
Corp., wrote from Portland, ME.

Elizabeth Voulieris Kassinis and husband
George ’90 are currently living in Cyprus. Eliza-
beth is working for the US Embassy as a senior
program advisor with the US Agency for Int’l De-
velopment. George is an associate professor of
management in the School of Economics and
Management at the U. of Cyprus. Also making an
impact internationally is Judith Heichelheim,
deputy regional director, Latin America and the
Caribbean with Population Services Int’l. She tries
to spend as much time as possible with her hus-
band Vladimir Bogachev and 4-year-old son and
likes cooking and being outdoors in her free time.
Judith would love to hear from Tonya Fancher.

How nice to hear from a few of my former
fourth floor Donlon hallmates! Mike Gimbel
writes from Pittsburgh, PA, where he is a plastic
and reconstructive surgeon. He joined the UPMC
Division of Plastic Surgery in August 2006 as an
assistant professor of surgery. Nate Bailey is a
senior VP, human resources at NBC Universal. He
and wife Camille live in Silvermine, CT. Liv Guss-
ing shares news of Akash, who joined the family
in June from Mumbai in time to celebrate his sec-
ond birthday. According to Liv, “He has a good
sense of humor, is very meticulous, and knows ex-
actly what he wants. Plus he is a cricket fan! He
is now adjusting to life on tropical Bali after the
big city!” Isara, 4, is doing a fantastic job as big
sister. Liv’s freshman-year roommate Jennifer
Berger Schatz is enjoying being a newlywed. Now
a director of marketing at Matthews Int’l Capital
Management, Jen also has a new home in San
Francisco with husband Brad.

Ken Mark is launching a line of skincare prod-
ucts in addition to growing his medical practice as
a dermatologist/skin cancer surgeon in Southamp-
ton and East Hampton, NY. His antioxidant hy-
drating cream has been a huge hit in some of the
country’s most exclusive locales: Manhattan, As-
pen, and the Hamptons. Check out his website for
secrets to keep you looking like you did when you
were at Cornell: www.kennethmarkmd.com. More
great news for Todd Kennett! After leading the
lightweight crew team to their third straight na-
tional title, Todd was named Cornell’s Spirit of ’57
Director of Rowing and Head Coach of Heavyweight
Rowing. Todd has been a member of the Cornell
rowing staff since 1993. Former track standout
Stephanie Best now lives in Utah. She is a de-
tective in the fraud crimes unit with the Logan
City Police Dept. She stays in touch with Cynthia

90 As I write this in August, I’m
thinking of the entering fresh-
men we sent off at the annual

Cornell Club of Oregon and Southwest Washing-
ton picnic. It was startling to see the class year
’12 on their nametags. Even more startling was
realizing that many of them were born the year
we graduated. Enough about those whippersnap-
pers. On to us!

Rachel Greenblatt and her family, including
Gabriel, 7, and Michal, 5, moved to Boston in
2006 after more than a decade in Jerusalem. She
is an assistant professor of Jewish history at Har-
vard. But she says she’d rather be “lying on a
towel spread over a smooth, flat rock, looking at
a waterfall in Fall Creek gorge, getting up every
once in a while to dip in the water. Or drinking
from a keg and playing volleyball in the very
much mourned backyard of 660 Stewart Ave.”
Rachel would love to share her Big Red memories
with 660 Stewart housemates, friends from Hil-
lel, and classmates in the Boston area.

Linda Hertig Wicks sent a birth announcement
for daughter Laura Anne, born March 6, 2007, who
joined brother Ethan and dad Kevin. Linda also
sent two cute pictures, but alas, we cannot cur-
rently publish photos in the Class Notes . . .
though we do enjoy them. Anjali Chaturvedi mar-
ried Terry Clark in November 2007 in an outdoor
Indian ceremony in Chevy Chase, MD. Cornellians
in attendance included Anjali’s sister and matron
of honor Anu Chaturvedi Connor ’97, Christen
Romig Dinan, Doug ’88 and Deborah Goldstock
Ringel, Susan Miller, Manmeet Jassal ’89, and
Archana Khare. The bride is a partner in Nixon
Peabody LLP’s Washington office, where she prac-
tices in the government investigations and white-
collar group. The couple honeymooned in Bali and
later bought a home near Anu and her family.

Dave Colarossi was married Aug. 18, 2007, in
Somerdale, NJ, to Alicia Baker. They honeymooned
in Sicily and are living in New York City. Cecile
Bouchardeau and Scott Weiland were married in
Cecile’s mother’s village in the southwest of France
on June 28, 2008. The couple lives in NYC, where
Cecile is a TV producer and Scott is a Web design-
er. Touré Lee, ME ’91, reported that his wife threw
him a surprise 40th birthday party, “with just the
guys.” Touré wrote, “Toward the end of the party
my friends shared how I had impacted their lives.

91 Can you believe we’re already
halfway to our next reunion? That’s
right. Our 20th Reunion is coming

up in June 2011! In the meantime, members of
our class continue to be involved with families,
careers, and interesting activities.

Tim, JD ’93, and Kim Brown Bixler have
moved again! Five moves in 15 years is certainly
exhausting. Tim took a job as general counsel of
a semi-conductor company outside of L.A., so they
moved to Manhattan Beach in July 2007 with their
daughter Kendall, 10, and son Robert, 9. Accord-
ing to Kim, “We are renting our home in North-
ern California and currently renting a place on
the beach! Keep in touch with us at thebixlers@
earthlink.net.” Life will never be the same for
Pamela Sewell-Waggoner. An attorney with the
Office of Chief Counsel, IRS in Denver, CO, Pamela
enjoyed a six-month maternity leave after Amelia
and Gregory were born in February 2008. She has
less time for hobbies like hiking, tennis, soccer,
and skiing, and looks forward to sleeping through
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Loizides Weber ’90, Jeannine Cavender-Bares ’90,
and Loren Mooney ’93, who just ghost-wrote a
book for Floyd Landis, Positively False.

Speaking of writing, Bonnie Mills Trenga has
been authoring the “Sentence Sleuth” column for
Writer’s Digest magazine, writing a blog (sentence
sleuth.blogspot.com), and working as a freelance
copyeditor and writer in Mesa, AZ. Her book, The
Curious Case of the Misplaced Modifier: How to
Solve the Mysteries of Weak Writing, is now out in
paperback. Bonnie enjoys movies, tennis lessons,
and working out; however, she admits she would
rather be traveling around Europe. Did you see
Voula Saridakis on the History Channel series
“Lost Worlds” recently? According to Voula, “The
particular episode, entitled ‘Al Capone’s Secret City,’
explores the Chicago haunts of Al Capone, and my
job as a historical investigator was to interview
the local experts on Al Capone and Chicago histo-
ry and make some conclusions about the buildings
and structures we explored as we filmed.” There is
a one-minute preview of the episode on the “Lost
Worlds” minisite, www.history.com/minisites/lost
worlds. When she’s not appearing onscreen, Voula
is a lecturer in history at Lake Forest College. 

Thanks for sharing your news with us! You
can reach us via e-mail, through the link on our
class website (http://classof91.alumni.cornell.
edu), or on the News Form in our class mailings.
We look forward to hearing from you! Kathryn
Kraus Bolks, klk22@cornell.edu; Sharlyn Carter
Heslam, sheslam@berkshirepartners.com; Ariane
Schreiber Horn, ams14@cornell.edu.
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litigator and focuses her practice in the areas of
commercial and employment litigation and feder-
al criminal matters. She also counsels clients in
transactional matters including the preparation and
review of commercial and employment contracts.
Silvia also mentioned that she and Karen McCal-
ley traveled together to Scottsdale, AZ, in June for
a few days of vacation. They visited with Nate, MD
’96, and Beth Pinsley Zoneraich ’93 and their kids
Rachel and Alex. Nate owns his own medical prac-
tice in Scottsdale called Advanced Fertility Care.

Debbie Berland Kaster was also able to get
together with classmates. “In January, Jenny Yang,
Ellen Ho Ongchin ’93, Julie Brof, and I met—lit-
erally from around the world—in Disneyland with
our families for a weekend reunion. Ellen and fam-
ily flew in from South Africa, Jenny and family flew
in from D.C., while Debbie and Julie were more lo-
cal, flying in from San Francisco and Seattle, re-
spectively. It was a fantastic reunion and the kids
loved getting to know each other better. Sydney
Kaster (Debbie’s daughter) and Miles Huh (Jenny’s
son) even began a long-distance love affair!”

And on that note . . . send news! You can e-
mail any of your correspondents any time of year.

Megan Fee Torrance, megan@torranceinc.com;
Lois Duffy Castellano, lkd2@cornell.edu; Jean
Kintisch, jmk226@cornell.edu; Wilma Ann An-
derson, info@WilPowerEnterprises.com.
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for trekking, the outdoors, and greening the
earth.” The couple is “happily settled in a cedar
cabin on the lake in Medford, NJ.” Jennifer is
working as a high school guidance counselor at her
alma mater in Wallingford, PA. Jeff is a computer
science professor at Drexel, in addition to being
an author and professional photographer. The cou-
ple’s summer plans included hiking the Haute
Route in Europe, trekking the Mt. Blanc circuit,
and spending a month in China so that Jeff could
coach two athletes at the Olympic Games and Jen-
nifer could serve as the official interpreter.

Beth Schwartz Waisburd, DVM ’97, husband
Andrew, and their two future Cornellians Eli, 5,
and Henry, 3, have relocated from Chicago to
Boston. Andy has started a new job, and Beth is
looking into veterinary opportunities. Beth writes,
“We are enjoying Boston so far and are looking
forward to road trips to Cornell now that we are
a little closer!” Dave Poritzky shared this news:
“I am living in NYC with my wonderful 5-year-old
daughter Sophie. In July I joined New Energy Fi-
nance, a company that provides information on
renewable energy and clean technology. It’s ex-
citing to be a part of such a fast-growing sector.”
Greg Sutton, MS ’94, MBA ’95, also resides in NYC,
and is working as a management consultant for
J.H. Cohn. He is “still loving life on the Upper
West Side” and asks that you drop him a line if
you’re in town, at sutton@ix.netcom.com.

Haruko Masutani is living in London with her
husband, and loves the UK life, including the “fab-
ulous beaches in the Med.” However, life across
the pond is nowhere near all play for Haruko, as
she is hard at work doing design and construction
management. Haruko often sees classmates Gina
Haas Robert, who runs her own financial business
with her husband, and Dan Levison, who is living
in Tokyo and is a litigation partner at Morrison &
Foerster. Mike Leahy is far away from city life. He
is currently living in Bozeman, MT, where he man-
ages Defenders of Wildlife’s programs in the Rocky
Mountains and Great Plains. Mike is focusing on
conservation and recovery of wolves, grizzly
bears, wolverines, lynx, fisher, black-footed fer-
rets, black-tailed prairie dogs, swift fox, bison,
woodland caribou, elk, “and other critters.”

My husband, David Moss, JD ’96, and I live
in Basking Ridge, NJ, with our kids Andrew, almost
5, and Chloe, 2. David is an in-house counsel at
Wyeth, and I am squeezing in some resume con-
sulting and job interview coaching while enjoy-
ing this stay-at-home chapter. 

Take care and please share. Melissa Hart
Moss, melimoss@yahoo.com; Melissa Carver Sot-
tile, mtcsottile@yahoo.com; and Yael Berkowitz
Rosenberg, ygb1@cornell.edu. 
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92 Hello, Class of ’92. Here’s some
relatively new news from last
summer. Gayle Turner (Vancou-

ver, WA; gp_turner@yahoo.com) is a student
working on pre-requisites for a master’s degree in
occupational therapy. After-hours activities in-
clude hiking, running, gardening, going to movies
or the theater with friends, and working on house
projects. She’s also been spending a lot of time
studying developmental psychology and human
anatomy and physiology. Gayle remembers “run-
ning the hills, working in the equine quarantine
facility and research barns, and the Mann Ag
Library.” She’d like to hear from Kate Eckenrode
’89, MS ’92, and Rita Gupta, MBA ’93.

Also in academia is Marguerite Duane (Wash-
ington, DC; mduanemd@yahoo.com), who is an as-
sistant professor at Georgetown U. “I gave birth to
my second child, daughter Eden Rose, on June 2,
2008. I already have a 2-year-old son, Isaac Thom-
as. There’s nothing I’d rather be doing now. I am
thoroughly enjoying being home on maternity
leave caring for my new baby.” Marguerite remem-
bers hanging out at Beebe Lake with her college
sweetheart and would like to hear from Glen Wilk
’90. Mindy Gardner also welcomed a new baby.
“My husband Victor and I had our first baby, An-
jelica (aka ‘Monkey’), in April. We live in New York’s
Hudson Valley.” Mindy would like to hear from Sil-
vana Nazzaro. Allison Abel Kahn gave birth to
Jacqueline Ava on May 1. “I’m currently enjoying
being a stay-at-home mom watching Madison, 4,
Lily, 2-1/2, and Jackie.” And Lisa Slow Goldstein
and husband Eric welcomed son Ethan Cooper into
the world on December 25, 2007!

Silvia L. Serpe, JD ’95 (www.silviaserpe.com),
recently started her own firm in midtown Man-
hattan, where she represents corporations and
individuals in civil and criminal disputes in New
York State and federal courts. Silvia is a general

93 As a new class correspondent, I
have had the pleasure of discov-
ering what happens when the

news gets low: you have to scrounge for updates by
calling in favors and begging your friends, acquain-
tances, and even the skeletons in your closet (!)
for little morsels. The annual class News and Dues
mailing should have arrived recently, so if you
haven’t done so yet, please send us a quick note
about where you are—in any sense of the word.

Thank you to the classmates who stepped up
for this issue. Lisa Bernard is currently forging an
Emmy Award-winning career in journalism amidst
a remarkably hectic schedule. She modestly ex-
plained a typical day: “I’m a reporter/fill-in an-
chor on the NBC affiliate in the San Francisco Bay
Area. I wake up at 2 a.m. every day to get to
work, gather news, do interviews, write my story
and get on the air at 5 a.m. I do live reports from
the scene of whatever is newsworthy . . . I’ve been
lucky enough to have won three Emmy awards. Af-
ter the 11 a.m. news, I get to go home and am
usually home by about noon. Then the real work
begins and I take care of Jack, 5, Justin, 3-1/2,
and Emma, 1-1/2. I’m home in time to pick them
up from preschool, most days. We go to music
class, soccer practice, whatever. I play with them
all afternoon, try to manage to feed them dinner,
bathe them (every once in a while), get them
down, and then sleep for about five hours and do
it again. I have an incredibly supportive husband.”

A fellow classmate and San Francisco-area res-
ident who is also not getting much sleep is Marc
Axelbaum. Marc and wife Katherine Dowling re-
cently welcomed Charles Atticus Axelbaum, born
on December 26, 2007. Marc writes, “Charlie and
his mom are doing great, and I am a very proud
dad.” Marc is an attorney at Pillsbury Winthrop
Shaw Pittman LLP, and Katherine is an assistant
US attorney. Jennifer Derow also recently cele-
brated a milestone: she married Jeff Salvage on
March 19, 2008 on Easter Island. Also in atten-
dance was Scott Tarpley, who gave the bride away.
Jennifer writes that she and Jeff “share a passion

94 I always love this column be-
cause I’m the beneficiary of a
slew of new news from class-

mates, thanks to our annual e-mail solicitation!
Thanks to the many who responded. For those who
aren’t listed, don’t despair—Dineen will hopefully
get your news into the Jan/Feb 2009 issue! And
a public service announcement: Please make sure
Cornell has your latest email address. Close to
1,000 e-mails bounced back to me!

Let’s start with the babies! Jennifer Mosse
and husband David welcomed their second child,
Julia Brynn, back in January 2008. Julia was born
14 weeks early and weighed less than two pounds,
but was released from the hospital after ten weeks
and is thriving! Big brother Jake Andrew is now 4
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and is “amazing.” Jennifer works as a tax attor-
ney at Citigroup specializing in M&A, and the
family lives in Manhasset, NY. Scott Lerner writes
that wife Caroline gave birth to their second
child in May, Emma; big brother Jacob is 2. The
family lives in Manhattan.

Kristen Blanchard Carey has two children,
Elizabeth, 2, and Liam Peadar, born in Septem-
ber 2007; yes, 15 months apart! And Chris and
Ralane Randolph Bonn had their second child,
Madeline Margaret, born May 13, 2008, joining
big sister Alexandra. New mother Lisa Dobruskin
is married and living in New Jersey, where she is
in private practice as a laparoscopic surgeon. She
gave birth to her first child, a baby boy, in March
2008. Greetings from Gregg Fisher! He and wife
Jennifer Kline ’97 live in Larchmont, NY, and
have children Jacob, 3, and Jesse, 1. Gregg works
in New York City as SVP/managing director at
IconNicholson, a digital marketing company and
“fondly remembers the carefree days of college.”
Also sending his regards is Robert Cohen, who
welcomed baby number three, Douglas, in August
2007. Douglas joins Jaeda, 6, and Sammy, 4. Rob
is a branch chief in the Enforcement Division of
the SEC in Washington.

Alec Stevens writes from Needham, MA, that
he recently celebrated his eighth anniversary with
wife Deeni, and the arrival of their third child,
Sam, who joins Lily, 3, and Harris, 5. Alec runs
DMI, an engineering consulting business that fo-
cuses on energy efficiency in commercial, insti-
tutional, and industrial buildings. Alec also noted
that he recently saw Rachel Gleklen Foster, who
has four children with husband William. Living in
NYC is David Berger, who started his own real
estate development company in 2003. David lives
with wife Rachel and daughter Sadie Chava, born
in September 2007. Martina Hoppe Barnes, MRP
’96, lives in Jersey City with her husband and
daughter, who is almost 2. Martina works for the
US Forest Service as a regional watershed planner
to protect the Northeast forested drinking water
supplies. She is in regular touch with Sarah Per-
rotti O’Connor and Pam Hunt-Cloyd, who lives in
California with her husband and 3-year-old son.
In other baby news, Helen Muskus and Jim Co-
coros welcomed daughter Clio on July 24.

Michael Capasso married Bridget Byrne on
July 5 in Anguilla, along with more than 20 Cor-
nellians including classmates Steven Kay, Jesse
Cole, Chris Markesky, Eugenie Van Wynen, Bob
McCLeery, David Bainbridge, Tom Gellert, MBA
’99, JD ’00, Sacha Ross, JD ’99, Brian Doherty,
Jud Howson, and Cristina Guastello Niccolini
and husband Mike ’93.

Still attending school is Scott Robinson, who
is at USUHS Medical School as a second-year stu-
dent and notes “at least three other Cornellians
here with me. Pretty cool.” Still at the same job
is Lisa DeLeo, who recently celebrated her tenth
anniversary at Mr. Big Film in Chicago. She writes
that she has been “lucky enough to have trav-
eled the world with them making TV commercials
and short documentaries.” Lisa looks forward to
reunion, “where it all began for me.” She had a
mini-reunion this summer when she reconnected
with her old roommate Alison Vawter, who vis-
ited with her husband and three children.

Still practicing law as a partner in her own
firm is Jennifer Spirn Lowenkron. Jennifer is
married to Stuart ’84 and is stepmom to two
teenagers. “I married into an instant family!” Jen-
nifer writes that she attended Christy Wallace’s
wedding this past November and saw Holly Staid

Darov, Derek and Kristi Morrison Bohn, John ’93
and Sandy Robinson Torget, and Douglas Coe.

“Totally addicted to Zumba and Facebook” is
Neysa Reiss-Etienne, who’s been married 12
years, has a 3-year-old son Reece, and is a clin-
ical psychologist for the Dept. of Veterans Affairs.
She works with combat veterans returning from
Iraq who are suffering from post-traumatic stress
disorder. Also digitally hooked is Andrew Cullen,
who started his own Web development company
(http://www.firepigpartners.com/) last year. He
lives in Arlington, VA, with wife Lori, two kids, and
a dog. Finally, Leigh Benevento-McHugh writes
that she is working in sales for Monster.com and
busy raising 4-year-old daughter Caelan and 2-year-
old son Jack. She’s looking forward to reunion!

Hope many of you plan to head up to Cornell
this summer for our 15th Reunion! Look for details
online or in the mail. Make sure you’re connected!

Jennifer Marchant, Jennifer.Marchant@kraft.
com; Dineen Pashoukos Wasylik, dmp5@cornell.
edu; and Dika Lam, dikaweb@yahoo.com.

c

release of his upcoming books! And in our final
piece of news, Dan Hartmann and his wife relo-
cated from Raleigh, NC, to Boston, MA. However,
just before the move, the Hartmanns went on an
epic once-in-a-lifetime adventure. For eight months,
they traveled around the world, with a good
amount of time spent wandering around Southeast
Asia. Now Dan has settled down to a more sta-
tionary life working for a biotech firm in Boston.

That’s all the news there is to print. Don’t
forget that you can send news to Alison and me
via the class website, http://classof95.alumni.
cornell.edu. Click on “News” and an easy-to-fill-
out form will pop up. Looking forward to hear-
ing from you! You can also write us at the
addresses below, or send in the News Form from
the annual class mailing you received recently.
Happy holidays, everyone! And happy 2009!
Abra Benson, amb8@cornell.edu; Alison Torrillo
French, amt7@cornell.edu. Class website, http://
classof95.alumni.cornell.edu. 
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95 Hello, Cornell Class of 1995. As
the weather turns colder, the
end of the year is creeping up

on us. Wasn’t it just spring? And what a year 2008
has been! The summer Olympics in Beijing filled
us with wonder as we watched Michael Phelps
earn eight gold medals, and the election of a new
US president filled us with hope for a better
future. (DISCLAIMER: At the time of writing this
column, the election has not yet occurred, so at
the time of reading this column, some of you may
be filled with much more hope than others.) Hard
work, achievement, and change can be used to
describe 2008 and the lives our classmates.

Patrice Winter Rousell is now the proud
mother of a darling daughter. “Savanna Louise ar-
rived right in the middle of
my immediate family’s an-
nual reunion (‘Family Fun
Week’), so there’ve been
plenty of aunts, uncles,
and grandma and grandpa
to help out, along with
several little cousins to
‘play’ with Savanna. We’re
all happy and healthy and
doing great!” Recently pro-
moted to senior premier
client representative at
Putnam, James McCloskey
works one-on-one with
top-producing financial
advisors. In his spare time
he is learning to play the
didgeridoo (Australian aboriginal wind instrument)
and the darbuka (Arabic drum). He has also been
acting as the unofficial videographer for his love-
ly and talented wife Melanie Swiderek, PhD ’99,
who is a belly dancer in the Boston area. James
has been actively reconnecting with classmates
via Facebook and LinkedIn. If you’re on either of
these, look him up!

Random House announced they will be pub-
lishing three of Jonathan Rosenberg’s webcomic
graphic novels starting in summer 2009. The tril-
ogy is called The Infinite Pendergast Cycle and is
based on the long-running, wildly popular web-
comic Goats, a science fiction parody epic.
Jonathan has been producing webcomics since
1997, making him one of the original webcomics.
Needless to say, he is pretty excited about the

96 Checking in from the New York
City underground (literally) art
scene is Stephanie Chisholm,

a two-time finalist for the MTA Arts for Transit
public artwork program. Above the surface,
Stephanie runs a thriving website (www.artchiz.
com) that contains her thoughts, words, and art.
The secret to Stephanie’s success? “I paint from
my heart. Which is a happy heart and I strive to
infuse my creative passion into all of my art and
my portraits so that it flows like electricity
through the eyes of the subject on the canvas
and into the eyes of the viewer.” Fair enough,
but I suspect this is easier said than done.

Freshly (and safely!) returned from a six-
month deployment to Bahrain is Lt. Cdr. John
Reardon, a helicopter pilot for the US Navy.

Home base for John and
his wife continues to be
Norfolk, VA. Phoenix res-
ident Matt Sargent spent
four days in August 2008
with classmates Eric Kir-
by, Dave Larocca, JD
’00, Steve Gonzalez, Pat
South, and Pete Mor-
timer in Kohler, WI. The
guys annually get to-
gether for a golf trip,
and this year played the
Whistling Straits courses,
site of numerous PGA
Championships and the
2020 Ryder Cup. The
only no-show among the

regulars was Todd Harrington, who recently re-
located from New Jersey to Colorado. 

Adam Jed recently left his position as di-
rector of restaurant operations at PlumpJack
Group, and is busy building a management con-
sulting business with his wife Stacy and working
on opening his own restaurant in San Francisco.
Also carving a bigger piece of the proverbial hos-
pitality pie is Quinn O’Sullivan, who now owns
two Dan McGuinness Irish pubs in the Nashville
area. Live Irish music two nights a week and
Smithwick’s on tap on the banks of the Cumber-
land River? That’s no blarney!

Most people don’t consider moving from New
York to Tampa until they become eligible for So-
cial Security. But not Erin Linehan, who got a
40-year jump on the retirement migration traffic.

‘Totally
addicted to
Zumba and
Facebook.’Neysa Reiss-Etienne

’94
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For several years Erin has worked as an attorney
for Raymond James Financial Inc., representing
stockbrokers in Financial Industry Regulatory Au-
thority (FINRA) arbitrations. Erin spends a lot of
time on the road, including a 2007 hiking, kayak-
ing, and camping trip to the Grand Tetons with
Melissa Davis and Casey O’Looney. Allison Jef-
fer Patterson works as a part-time psychologist
in New York City coordinating a program for chil-
dren with autism, and moonlights as the busy
mom of sons Will Ryan (born June 2008) and
Jack Ryder (born 2005). Also juggling parenthood
with a flourishing career is Jessica Katz Poscov-
er, a Boston optometrist and ecstatic mother (“we
even love the sleepless nights”) of twins Joshua
Eli and Maya Abigail, born October 2007.

One of the joys of writing this column is re-
connecting with long-lost classmates/friends and
reliving memories dimmed by time. My e-mail ex-
change with Asaf Savir—a NYC doctor finishing
a pulmonary/critical care fellowship at Colum-
bia—took me back to the transcendent winter
night 16 years ago that nine or ten of us enter-
tained a brilliantly simple question in the fifth
floor lounge of Mary Donlon Hall: How fast can
someone drink two liters of water from a plastic
soda bottle? After everyone—a decidedly motley
crew that included myself, Eugene Freedman,
Jed Sonnenshein, Scott Weatherford, Alpesh
Patel, Scott Jones, Greg Hoffman, PhD ’02, and
Jim Nutt—took a turn, nobody had broken the
one minute mark. (It’s harder than it sounds,
trust me.) And then Chuck walked in the room.
I can’t for the life of me remember Chuck’s last
name (he lived a few floors below me), but I will
never, ever forget the time that Chuck walked in
the room, surveyed the scene, expressionlessly
listened to the rules of the “Two-Liter Chug”
game, nodded his head, looked across the room
at the leaderboard (a white board removed from
someone’s door with names and times written in
red pen), filled an empty bottle, took off his
black-framed glasses, took one tremendous
breath, threw his head back, put his mouth
around the opening, squeezed the bottle with
both hands, consumed two liters of water in less
than eight seconds, staggered against the wall,
put his glasses back on, surveyed a roomful of
agape classmates with a dazed but triumphant
glower, raised both hands in the air, and silently
disappeared into the stairwell. That night, Chuck
was a Two-Liter Chug mercenary, cold-blooded and
all business. We never stood a chance. Happy
holidays! Ron Johnstone, raj6@cornell.edu;
Carin Lustig Silverman, CDL2@cornell.edu; and
Courtney Rubin, cbr1@cornell.edu. Class web-
site, http://classof96.alumni.cornell.edu.
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MD is Jose Bravo, currently in private practice in
Puerto Rico. He is married to Yolanda and they
have two boys, Jose Roberto and Sebastian. Jose
shares that he truly enjoyed his time at Cornell.
Jason Buch sends his update all the way from
Cape Town, South Africa. Ah, the benefits of the
Internet! Jason recently relocated to join the
newly formed Green Building Council of South
Africa as technical manager, overseeing the de-
velopment and implementation of the national
green building rating system, similar to LEED in
the US. Best of luck, Jason!

Classmate Hani Aldulaimi reflects positively
on his move from New York to Arizona in 2000.
He and his wife of two years, Jessica, have a 4-
month-old baby boy, Alexander. In Arizona, Hani
manages a commercial division for a large real
estate company and also owns a residential and
commercial general contracting company called
Infinity Property Services LLC. Hani and Jessica,
who owns her own CPA firm, have also just
launched an awesome new venture called De-
pendable Bookkeepers, which they hope to grow
nationally. We will be sure to be on the lookout
for it, Hani. In the meantime, he would love to
get back to Ithaca for a visit. Reporting in about
her exciting summer travels is Lina Betancourt.
Lina took a two-week vacation to the Greek Isles,
visiting Paros, Amorgos, Ios, and Santorini. The
trip was beautiful and I hope that Lina remem-
bers the warmth of the sun and sparkling blue
water now that it is winter!

Announcing a recent addition to the Cornell
family is Michael Black. Michael and Melissa
(Phillips) had their first baby, Joshua James, on
August 3. Melissa is currently working as a geri-
atrician at Emory U. and Michael as a research
scientist at Georgia State U. Robyn Altman Block
and husband Corey had their second baby boy,
Jonah Dylan, on August 24, 2008. Big brother
Asher Maxwell is now 3. The family lives in Plain-
view, NY, and Robyn and Corey both teach high
school in nearby Port Washington, NY. Welcome
to both Joshua and Jonah! Alison Brooks sent
in an update of her activities since graduation.
She got her MD from SUNY Stony Brook Medical
School in 2003 and followed that with an ob/gyn
residency at UT Southwestern/Parkland Hospital
in Dallas, TX, and a one-year advanced pelvic sur-
gery fellowship at Presbyterian Hospital of Dallas,
finishing this year. She recently started a faculty
teaching position in the Dept. of Gynecology at
UT Southwestern Medical School. In the middle
of all of this, she still found time to marry Kristo-
pher Heinzman in December 2005 and give birth
to daughter Grace in December 2007. Congrats on
all your achievements, Alison.

Also busy on the career front is Jeremy Allen,
MPA ’98, who started a new position this past
summer with Vertex Pharmaceuticals Inc. as di-
rector, government affairs and public policy. This
position involves helping Vertex open a new of-
fice in Washington, DC, and establish its presence
with key policymakers in Congress and the execu-
tive branch. Vertex is a global biotechnology com-
pany committed to the discovery and development
of breakthrough small molecule drugs for serious
diseases, including, among others, autoimmune
diseases and cystic fibrosis. Prior to joining Ver-
tex, Jeremy spent four years with Johnson &
Johnson in Washington, DC, most recently as di-
rector, federal affairs and political programs. He
lives in D.C. with wife Ashley and son Carter.
Sarah Deardorff Carter, sjd5@cornell.edu; Erica
Broennle Nelson, ejb4@cornell.edu.
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97 Thanks to all classmates who
responded to my plea for news!
If you don’t see your update

here, keep your eyes on the magazine for future
columns. And if you haven’t done so yet, go find
the News and Dues mailing that arrived recently
from our class and let us know what you’re up to.
Erica and I need your updates. Trust me, you
don’t want a column full of my jokes!

Rosalind Franklin U. of Medicine and Science
announced that Chicago Medical School student
Ted Lyu was named to the Alpha Omega Alpha
Honor Medical Society for 2008-09. Election is
based on academics and leadership potential in the
medical profession. Ted plans to pursue a career in
ophthalmology after graduation in 2009. A fellow

98 Hello, Class of ‘98! Remember
when we were kids and a year
felt like a really long time? These

days, a year seems to fly by in an instant. Writing
this in mid-August, knowing you’ll read it shortly
before Thanksgiving, I’m forced to fast-forward time
even more. I hope you are all enjoying the season!

A dedication ceremony took place at the Cor-
nell Boat House in April in honor of Michael J.
Lacasse, who passed away from cancer two years
after we graduated. A new scull was purchased by
Michael’s teammates and donated to the Cornell
crew team after the Georgetown regatta. The
boat, which now bears Mike’s name, was chris-
tened by Mike’s parents. They poured water from
the Cayuga Inlet (the coach had scooped the wa-
ter from the finish line) along the length of the
hull, using the first trophy cup won by the Cor-
nell crew in the 1870s.

Also back in April, Rebecca Ritchie Brower
produced her first feature film, called Triviatown.
It’s a documentary about the world’s largest triv-
ia contest. To read more about it, visit the web-
site at www.triviatownmovie.com.

I never cease to be amazed by the exotic
places members of our class are living and the in-
teresting jobs they’re doing. Eiko Narita is living
in Fiji and working as a UN resident coordinator
analyst. She is also volunteering with “Rescue Mis-
sion of Suva” as a music teacher at an orphanage,
teaching children and adults how to read music.
Naveed Chowdhry is living in Pakistan with his
wife Sabeen Malik and 3-year-old daughter. He’s
been traveling a lot in Europe and South Africa for
work, as he is “trying to revitalize a 25-year-old
family conglomerate.” Naveed keeps in touch with
many of his friends from Cornell, but would love to
hear from his freshman roommate Bernard Chang.

Monica Rivas Varnado married husband James
in July 2004 and earned her JD in May 2005. The
wedding was held at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
in Daytona Beach, FL, and Sharon Bajana Melen-
dez ’97 was the maid of honor. Monica would re-
ally like to hear from Joan Liu, Gabriela Gallegos,
Domenic Sposato, MS ’00, Nathan Green, Jane
Chen, and Lauren Habib Cutler. Congratulations
to Betsy Patterson, who graduated in June from
the ob/gyn residency at Case Western Reserve U.
In August Betsy began practicing in Cleveland,
but before starting her new job she was off to
visit Charlotte Halvorsen in Norway.

Jamie Marciniec Hoffpauir lives in Lino Lakes,
MN, with husband John and kids Donny, 9, and
Abby, 3. She is a senior manager at Boston Sci-
entific in the supplier engineering group and
spends her free time with her family swimming,
skiing, and “just playing.” Jamie writes that she
is trying to convince John to move back East and
hopes that her next update will be from New
Hampshire. We got a note from Chad and Patricia
Boye-Williams, who are living in Downers Grove,
IL, with their daughters Grace, almost 4, and Kate,
1. Patti is an environmental attorney at Jenner
and Block’s Chicago office, and Chad is a full-time
PhD student at the U. of Illinois, Chicago, study-
ing computational transportation science.

Anyeley Dzegede Hallova recently moved
from Atlanta to Portland and writes that she is
really enjoying the West-coast lifestyle. She is
currently a development manager at Gerding
Edlen Development. Emily Friedman lives in New
York City and is an industrial designer, designing
consumer goods and medical devices “with an
emphasis on usability.” Emily’s fondest memories
of Cornell are people-watching in Collegetown
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and performing with the Whistling Shrimp.
Steven and Tamara Baker Gutierrez wrote in to
tell us that they are doing well and have a
daughter, Lea. Steven now teaches integrative
arts and media at Lake Erie College.

Back East, Jennifer Sandler Shrier attended
Reunion with her husband Eric. Their daughter Si-
enna was 18 months old at the time, so she didn’t
come. Hopefully at the next reunion we’ll have
more offspring come enjoy all that Ithaca has to
offer. Jennifer graduated from NYU’s School of So-
cial Work in 2002. She now has her LCSW and lives
in Upper Saddle River, NJ. In December 2006, Dori
Engel Anchin, MD ’02, gave birth to a baby girl,
Haley Samantha. Meredith Negrin is a guidance
counselor at Stuyvesant High School and was just
hired by Columbia U.’s Teachers College to lead a
supervision class for guidance interns. Meredith
also runs her own tutoring and college counsel-
ing business, Academic Tutoring Services.

This is the first column written after our 10th
Reunion, but we have not gotten nearly enough
reports on how it was, so . . . if you were there,
please drop us a line and tell us how it was and
who you spent time with. It’s a new cycle for
class officers and Molly, Uthica, and I have the
honor of bringing ’98 news to you for the next
five years . . . which means you must keep us up-
dated! Send news to: Karen Dorman Kipnes,
kld8@cornell.edu, Molly Darnieder, mbd4@
cornell.edu; or Uthica Jinvit, udj1@cornell.edu. 

c

freshmen arrive, it’s hard to believe that 12 years
have passed since we were the ones unloading
milk crates and laptops from our parents’ car-top
carriers. Though no red-shirted volunteers helped
me move in this time around, my house is a big
step up from the U-Halls!

Our relocation to Williamsburg is because my
husband Christopher Weld is taking a break from
Army life to study for his master’s degree in com-
putational operations research at the College of
William and Mary. He’s enjoying this change of
pace after spending 15 months in Afghanistan,
and we’re both having a great time chasing after
our curious 1-year-old, Claire.

Design student Sarah Tranum was recently
awarded $30,000 for a game she designed as part
of Ruckus Nation, an idea competition that chal-
lenged entrants to create a new product that will
encourage kids to get moving. Sarah, a graduate
student at the School of the Art Inst. of Chica-
go, designed iBlob, an amorphous, fun-to-squish
object that incorporates interactive lights and
wireless music to get kids playing away from the
constraints of a TV, computer, or console. Jenny
Mogy Zajac and husband Mark moved to San
Diego in February. She says, “We’re enjoying the
relaxed lifestyle and going to the beach as much
as we can. I am continuing to work as the as-
sistant general counsel for the Paralyzed Veter-
ans of America and am currently studying for the
California Bar so that I can practice out here, as
well as in New York and D.C.”

New parents Nancy Poon and Brian Eng ’99
welcomed daughter Isabelle Shuet-Ying in Febru-
ary. Mom says she is the cutest thing ever! Paige
Kalika finished her residency in pediatrics at Jer-
sey Shore U. Medical Center and passed the
boards. Congratulations! She is now in her sec-
ond year of a child neurology fellowship at SUNY
Downstate in Brooklyn. Also in the field of med-
icine, Bob Cho is currently the administrative
chief resident at Drexel U. in orthopedic surgery.
In 2009, he will be starting fellowship training
in pediatric orthopedic surgery and scoliosis at
UCSD-Rady Children’s Hospital in San Diego.

Luke and Nicole Hedinger Pavlin enjoyed a
wonderful wedding day and a fantastic honey-
moon in Alaska. The couple married in August in
Ocean Grove, NJ. Adam Schwartz joined the US
Attorney’s Office for the District of Columbia as
an assistant US attorney in July 2008, and he re-
ported that Adam Watson will be a pre-doctoral
archaeology fellow at the Smithsonian beginning
in August 2008. Writing from Florida, Azais Man-
alich-Elguea said she is working as an adjunct
professor of environmental science at Miami Dade
College and finishing up two last pre-vet courses
to prepare for entry into Ross School of Veteri-
nary Medicine in January. 

Many of us have ventured far beyond the bor-
ders of the US. Siddharth Jain shared that, after
working on Wall Street as an investment banker, he
chose to study the ancient Indian philosophy of
Vedanta at an ashram in India. Sid writes, “I have
been at the ashram for six years and have discov-
ered that this philosophy provides a rational
method to deal with all the problems that human
beings face.” In the past year, Alayne Sampson
volunteered at a shantytown outside of Lima, Peru,
with Cross Cultural Solutions. She worked with a
model community in South America focused on
helping migrants develop their own society. She
also traveled to Costa Rica and attended Spanish
language school at COSI. When not traveling,
Alayne works at the Capital Group Companies in Los

Angeles. After working in their IT department for
five years, she is currently part of a two-year rota-
tional program that will provide exposure to many
aspects of the mutual fund and money manage-
ment business. Alayne also shared that she is look-
ing forward to becoming a first-time homeowner!

Jerry Toth is the co-founder and director of
Third Millennium Alliance (www.3MAlliance.org),
a nonprofit conservation organization in western
Ecuador. 3MAlliance’s Jama-Coaque Reserve occu-
pies 275 acres of tropical rainforest and cloud-
forest in one of the most biologically valuable and
vulnerable ecosystems in the world. Other Cornell-
ians involved with the organization include Stu-
art Katz ’99 as pro bono legal counsel and Matt
Arnoldy ’02, who handles fundraising. Jerry
writes, “We are reaching out to all Cornell alumni
to help us expand protection to all 1,025 acres of
the surrounding river basin, which represents an
indispensable genetic bank and carbon reservoir
that will otherwise be cleared by logging and cat-
tle ranching within two to three years. Strap on a
machete and come visit us in Ecuador. Seriously.” 

Let us know what you’re doing these days!
Christine Jensen Weld, ckj1@cornell.edu;

Andrea Chan, amc32@cornell.edu.
c

99 Did your annual News and Dues
mailing arrive recently? Now’s
the time to send in your class

dues and News Form so we can help keep your
classmates up to date on your goings on and
whereabouts. You can also send an e-mail to any
of your correspondents at any time of year (our
addresses are at the end of the column). We look
forward to hearing from you!

Julie Allmayer took a break from her day job
in instructional technology support at Drexel U. to
take part in the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s
Hike for Discovery Program. The trip took her back
to the weeks just before school started at Cornell,
when she went on her Wilderness Reflections trip
with fellow freshmen-to-be. In May, Harriet Pimm
Wegmeyer became the first full-time executive di-
rector of the Nutrients for Life Foundation, a non-
profit organization created to educate policymakers
and the press about fertilizers in modern agricul-
ture. The Nutrients for Life Foundation is based
in Washington, DC. Previously, she worked in the
communications department at the Fertilizer Inst.

Meanwhile, Anthony Rosen is joining Alvarez
& Marsal, in London, as director of corporate re-
structuring and turnaround. This year marks five
years in London for Anthony. He’s been traveling,
too, though—to Ithaca again and to Costa Rica,
Nicaragua, and Estonia. He’s looking forward to
living one more year in London, when he’ll be
awarded dual citizenship. Brady Russell,
bradydale@thistoowillpass.com; Melanie Grayce
West, mga6@cornell.edu; and Jennifer Sheldon,
jls33@cornell.edu.
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00 I recently moved to a college
town, Williamsburg, VA. It’s a
charming place, and, though

not quite like Ithaca (more colonists, fewer
gorges), living here is bringing back lots of mem-
ories from my time on the Hill. Watching the

01 Are you getting ready for the hol-
iday season? I’m looking forward
to the cards and letters. In this

age of social networking sites, getting caught up
on the lives of classmates and friends doesn’t
need to be confined to a particular time of year.
If you haven’t already taken the plunge, consider
getting connected via MySpace, Facebook, or
LinkedIn and joining our Class of 2001 groups.
Until then, here is a brief update on the lives of
a few fellow alums.

Congratulations to Kate Costa Leming and
husband Jonathan on the birth of their second
child, Michael Lawrence, on May 8. Kate and her
family recently moved to the Ft. Drum, NY, area
and she is looking forward to being able to make
more trips to Ithaca and NYC to visit Cornell and
reconnect with friends. In March, Jamie and Ami-
ra Abuzeid Aycock bought their first home in Hy-
attsville, MD, for their growing family. Their fourth
son, Oliver Thomas, was born on May 28. Also
adding to their family, Nadine Feinstein Allyn
and husband Mark ’98 welcomed their first child,
Tyler Jacob, into the world on August 10.

In September, I was able to attend the an-
nual Alumni Picnic and Wine Tasting for the CALS
Alumni Association and the Cornell Hotel Society
at William Hill Estate Winery in Napa, CA. Other
classmates in attendance included Jim Alves and
Betty Sun, MS ’05. Jim is working for the Schwar-
zenegger Administration as assistant secretary of
the California Health and Human Services Agency.
He also has the opportunity to visit Ithaca fre-
quently while serving on the CALS Alumni Asso-
ciation board as the district director for Northern
California and the vice president of programming.
Betty works for the Public Health Inst., and in
addition to encouraging children in California to
eat more fruits and vegetables and to be more
physically active every day, she also works part-
time on the weekend for Peak Adventures through
Sacramento State U.

The trip also afforded me the opportunity to
see Brooke Sinnes. Brooke is currently pursuing
entrepreneurship on two fronts. In addition to be-
ing the co-owner of Tactile Fiber Arts (www.tactile
fiberarts.com), she is also managing a landscape
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design and maintenance business, along with her
husband and father, in the Napa area. Send news
to: Trina Lee, TKL6@cornell.edu; or Lauren
Wallach Hammer, LEW15@cornell.edu.

c

shout out the correct answer—which was obvi-
ously “marmalade,” as derived from Naomi’s silent
depiction of a schoolmarm.

Not even a month after Roger’s wedding, I at-
tended the “This is not a wedding” celebration of
Chris Wildeman and Ines Thieme in Boulder. They
met fairly early freshman year, and thus are cele-
brating ten years of being together, which is real-
ly incredible. That’s two years beyond the laying
life of the average hen. But some things are text-
book examples of love. He was a Hangover. She
was in After Eight. They both preferred Ruloff’s to
other bars. I mean, people have been bugging
them for years, wondering when they’re going to
tie the knot. Personally, I was not surprised at all
that they decided to take a different route. Ines

is a very original woman who eats disturbing con-
coctions where far too many of the ingredients are
condiments, and probably shouldn’t be wearing a
white dress anyway. She might get mustard and
Nutella on it. So instead of a traditional wedding,
Ines and Chris brought in ten years of love with a
few close friends and relatives. I think it makes a
lot of sense. You only get, in theory, one wedding,
but decades come every ten years.

Hopefully, in ten years we’ll see a different
America, one where buying a house is still a
good investment, where wars aren’t raged over
oil, and where Kate Winslet has several Oscars.
But the change isn’t going to happen only by
changing big things like the cars we drive or the
ways we heat our homes. It starts with the shirts
on our backs. And I’m not talking about taking
them off and giving them to people. I’m talking
about buying them. Christine Marchuska, with
the help of her brother Justin, has launched an
eco-friendly clothing line called, appropriately,
Marchuska. You can join the Facebook group at
Marchuska LLC and check out the website at
www.marchuska.com. 

While you’re checking out websites you
should also take a look at www.thrillist.com. John
Wiseman, who you might remember as the exec-
utive director of the Cornell Concert Commission,
is now the director of marketing for Thrillist, which
is a free men’s e-mail lifestyle guide. Delivering a
fresh local take on the best in food, drinks, serv-
ices, gadgets, gear, sports, and travel, Thrillist.com
reaches more than 350,000 subscribers spread
across seven editions. This career move is coming
off a string of other successes for John including
marketing for television, film, and stage. Some
notable titles he worked on are Brokeback Moun-
tain, Wicked, and the NBC sitcom “Whoopie.”

I was really concerned that I wouldn’t be
able to use up my allotted words, but it seems I
still have the great collegiate skill of taking three
or four facts and weaving them into pages of
nonsense. Actually I went over my word limit, but
I usually get heavily edited so I’m sure it will all
work out in the end. As always, please e-mail me
or Carolyn with your news anytime. Jeffrey
Barker, jrb41@cornell.edu; Carolyn Deckinger,
cmd35@cornell.edu.

c

02 If you’re anything like me—six
foot, intelligent, creative, and
fun to be around—then you’ve

probably also been swamped with weddings these
last couple of years. What is it about the late 20s
that makes everyone want to enter into the age-
old institution of marriage? I mean, I’m not
immune to the pull either. I just bought three
chickens, which I recommend to anyone who is
looking for an alternative to marriage. In the
Portland city limits you’re only allowed to have
one spouse, but they let you have as many as
three chickens, as long as they’re all hens.

I love weddings, though. I was fortunate
enough to be best man at the wedding of my
good friends Roger Brunson and Rebecca Reykdal
on August 2. And it’s a good thing I did because
otherwise I’d have virtually nothing to include in
the class notes, which you all should take as a
less-than-subtle request to provide more updates
on what’s going on in your lives. (The annual
class News and Dues mailing should have arrived
recently—send news!)

The wedding was in Ovid, NY, at the Shel-
drake Winery on Cayuga Lake. The whole college
crew and I rented two houses on the lake for the
week. It was great to catch up with everyone and
head into Ithaca for some nostalgic drinks and
bagels. Since I was the best man, a title I plan
on keeping, I spent the whole week worrying
about my speech. I imagined I’d have all this
time to sit in the gorge to really think up a hu-
morous and touching speech, but instead the
time was spent convincing Jennifer Chunn, who
is now a third-year PhD student at the U. of
Washington, to jump off the Beebe Lake bridge
already. I jumped three times just to remind her
how easy it was. Wendy DeHeer, who has re-
cently moved back from an extended stay in Eu-
rope to attend Berkeley, jumped off with scarcely
any hesitation whatsoever. John Bicket, who is
by far the most successful person I know, having
left MIT to start Meraki, a company that has fun-
damentally changed the economics of providing
Internet by supplying patented networking sys-
tems and technologies he co-created to over 125
countries around the world, jumped twice just
because Jen didn’t believe that he really did it
the first time.

Some pretty college students jogged around
the lake three times before Jen finally jumped.
Renee Finkelstein, who came back briefly from
India, where she’s deep in the study of yoga, did
not jump. But she did manage to rearrange my
arrangement of “Hear Comes The Bride,” which I
originally wrote for three trumpets, violin, and
electric bass. Renee helped me cut it down to just
the three trumpets, and with the help of Todd
Peres and Gillian Boudreau, we made middle
school trumpet dropouts everywhere proud. 

After the wedding and reception, everyone
came back to the party house for a spontaneous
game of charades, which apparently I’m no good
at. But not Dan Ramras, who now has his PhD in
mathematics from Stanford; or Gin Morgan, fifth-
year PhD student at Columbia. They rocked that
game. At one point Naomi Boone was putting her
hands authoritatively on her hips and drawing on
an imaginary chalk board, and Gin managed to

03 Hello, Class of 2003. Where did
the summer go? I turned around
and the weather cooled off,

school started, and the leaves are already chang-
ing color. Seattle is trying hard to hang on to the
summer weather and, although it’s a losing battle,
these past few weeks have been beautiful. This
summer I traveled to Beijing and Shanghai, PRC,
where I studied Chinese law at Peking U. and
interned at two firms. Upon my return to the
States, I rejoined Williams Kastner in Seattle as
a summer intern for the second time. I started my
final year of law school in late August, and already
I can’t wait for it to be over. I am ready to grad-
uate, study for and take the Bar, and move onto
a new phase of my life. Exciting times lie ahead.

Many thanks to those of you who shared news
with me this past month. Audrey Rasizer writes,
“I’m currently working in the London office for
Interwoven until the end of 2008, then I will be
back in New York City. I have a new blog that talks
about website optimization (http://interwoven.
dreamhosters.com/author/arasizer/) and I would
love for everyone to check it out and comment.
Cornellians are always welcome to contact me—
I would love to work with fellow alumni.” Craig
Rokuson can also be found in NYC and is living
with Marisa Baldaccini. Craig and Marisa met at
Cornell during their senior year.

Zach Conine is still at Capital Standard, a Las
Vegas-based hedge fund. He recently adopted a 3-
year-old Shepherd mix that he and Teresa Vente
’08 named Democracy. Ted Kelleher is serving in
the Navy with Patrol Squadron Four out of Hawaii.
He writes, “We are going on deployment this fall,
not a hundred percent sure where, but I can take
a guess. I live with my brother out here in Kailua
and continue to fly the P3-C Orion.” Best of luck
to you, Ted! Jessica Rosekrans (pixiej2681@
yahoo.com) is attending Northeastern U. School
of Law in Boston and will graduate in May.

Please keep in touch as the year goes on.
It’s always great to hear from you! Until next
time, send updates to: Samantha Bucking-
ham Noonan, noonans@seattleu.edu; or Sudha
Nadagopal, sn58@cornell.edu.

c

04 Hello, Class of 2004! Are you
gearing up for reunion next
June? The Class Council, along

with Alumni Affairs, is already hard at work on the
planning. If you would like to get involved please
e-mail me and I will send you more information.

Earlier this year Zach Hollander became di-
rector of marketing strategy and analytics for
the I LOVE NEW YORK campaign, the iconic brand
campaign promoting New York State as a world-
class travel destination. He is overseeing the con-
sumer and economic research program behind
the recently re-launched I LOVE NY brand and
is managing the internal strategic planning
process for the New York State Division of
Tourism. Seth Trueger has moved back to New

‘We made middle school trumpet
dropouts everywhere proud.’Jeffrey Barker ’02
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York after attending medical school in Chicago.
He graduated from Loyola U. Chicago Stritch
School of Medicine on June 1, 2008 and is cur-
rently a resident in emergency medicine at Mount
Sinai Hospital in New York.

I would like to send a special congrats to the
NYC Young Alumni Summer Kickball and Spring
Dodgeball teams. Their teamwork won scholar-
ships for Cornell.

Send your updates! The class’s annual News
and Dues mailing should have arrived recently
and has a handy News Form. Vanessa Matsis,
vgm3@cornell.edu.

c

Campus Initiative, it’s a chance to reclaim our turf
and see how the “new” residence halls have
changed since we left. Remember all of that con-
struction on West Campus? Done. The lot on the
Ag Quad? Filled. But really, reunion is about more
than just seeing the physical campus—it’s about
feeling like you’re back on campus. Aside from the
Cornell v. BU men’s ice hockey game at Madison
Square Garden last winter, when will you find a
larger gathering of Cornellians in a single loca-
tion? I know I am excited to see familiar faces
on campus again, and I hope you plan on join-
ing your classmates back on the Hill. For more in-
formation about how you can get involved, please
e-mail cornell2005reunion@gmail.com. 

Who are some of the faces we may see back
on campus in June 2010? In June, the Princeton
Graduate School awarded Elidor Mehilli the
Friends of the Int’l Center Excellence in Teaching
Award, which is given annually to an international
graduate student. Elidor is a third-year student in
Princeton’s history department. In Elidor’s nomi-
nation, students said they were greatly encour-
aged by him to participate and ask questions.
Princeton professor Jeremy Adelman said, “Elidor’s
students worship him, and they might well. He is
a deeply engaged instructor who has a special
knack for motivating and challenging students.”

Allison Betof is currently a third-year in the
Medical Scientist Training Program (MD-PhD) at
Duke U. Allison reports, “After wrapping up two
years of medical school, I am now working in Dr.
Sal Pizzo’s lab in pathology on cell cycle inhibi-
tion for cancer therapeutics. Several of my class-
mates are former Cornellians and we frequently
reminisce about our Cornell days. I’d love to catch
up with old friends, so feel free to contact me at
allison.betof@gmail.com.” Christopher Sasiadek
recently celebrated his one-year wedding an-
niversary! Last August, Chris married longtime
sweetheart Tara Bystran in Buffalo, NY. Ben Rock-
ey-Harris ’04 served as a groomsman. The bride
and groom both work as public school teachers
in the District of Columbia’s public schools as part
of their teaching fellows program.

You may remember Mike McGinty and Casey
Manning. Mike was on the football team and Casey
was on the basketball team. They met through mu-
tual friends while at Cornell and got married this
past May. Since graduation, Casey worked for a year
on her parents’ dairy farm before moving to Cleve-
land, OH. She now works in sales for Cintas Corp.
Mike is in his last year of law school at Cleveland
Marshall. This January, Andy Guess will be mov-
ing to Romania for nine months on a Fulbright
scholarship. He will study post-1989 media issues,
public opinion, and minority tensions in the young
EU member state—all while teaching a course at
the U. of Bucharest. No word yet on whether he’ll
be cast as an extra in the next Borat movie.
Michelle Wong, michelle.r.wong@gmail.com; and
Jennifer Miel, miel.jennifer@gmail.com.

c

05 Returning to Cornell nowadays
is both sentimental and strange.
For the most part, the place

looks the same, but it sure doesn’t feel the same.
You realize that you took for granted all those
years when you would certainly pass someone you
know on Ho Plaza.

I read a New York Times piece over the sum-
mer entitled, “Finger (Lakes) Food.” The article
highlighted some of upstate New York’s culinary
favorites—the Ithaca Farmers’ Market, Doug’s Fish
Fry, Dinosaur Barbeque, etc.—and it stirred many
Cornell memories for me. Aside from the people
and the scenery, I have to say I also miss the food
I associate with Ithaca and Cornell. I’m not going
to lie—there are times when I crave a wrap from
Terrace. The first time I had pumpkin bread from
Olin Café forever changed my snacking days. Liv-
ing across from ABC Café was one of the highlights
of my senior year. We all had our “usual” food
places—CTB, Lost Dog Café, Four Seasons . . . I
know you have your own list running through
your head. (For those of you who did not hear the
news, I am sad to report that Smoothie Hut is no
longer in Collegetown. I haven’t seen what has
taken its place.)

Now that we are alumni, going back to the
same restaurants just may not bring back the
same fond experiences. It’s all about the people.
I’m not saying you can never have a happy trip

down food memory lane in Ithaca. On the con-
trary, in recent years I have come to adore some
new places in Ithaca—places I would never have
appreciated as a student since the Commons was
just so far down that hill . . . Blue Stone Bar &
Grill wasn’t around when we were up at Cornell,
but I go there every time I’m back in Ithaca.
Café DeWitt has always been known locally as a
breakfast destination, but I didn’t discover its
unique treats until post-graduation. (It’s in the
DeWitt Mall, and you can’t miss it—it’s literally
right in the hallway as you enter.) 

Are those fond memories lost forever due to
the fact that we no longer walk around campus
as the collective Class of 2005? Certainly not.
From June 10-13, 2010, we will have our first
Cornell reunion. As the first class of the North

‘Reunion is about more than just 
seeing the physical campus—it’s about
feeling like you’re back on campus.’Michelle Wong ’05

06 Hello ’06ers! To tell you a lit-
tle about myself, I’ve been bi-
coastal for the past two years,

going to and from NYC and L.A. working on my
music and other endeavors. I’ve also attended
fashion, music, art, and film events. My favorite
occasion was the annual Daytime Emmy Awards
for the nomination of my sister Jessica (SU ’02)
for “Best Performance in an Animated Series.”
However, my most prideful accomplishment was
the completion of my first music video, “Fishnet
Stockings,” which I co-produced in L.A. through
my production company, Pinky Up Productions.
Check it out on youtube or myspace.com/katie
dicicco (katiedicicco.com).

So, what’s going on with everyone? Monica
Widmann is an assistant buyer for Macy’s Home
Store in the utility bedding department. She also
takes cake-decorating class! Also at Macy’s, Mayra
Villalobos is the assistant buyer in the fashion
jewelry department. Marina Steinberg is the ex-
ecutive assistant to founder/CEO Seth Haberman
at Visible World, a media technology and servic-
es company. One of Marina’s fondest memories at
Cornell was Sangria at CTB, which hopefully will
still be around now that Starbucks has parked on
the corner of College Ave. and Dryden!

In academia, Jessica Schnell is a second-
year PhD candidate in ecology and evolutionary
biology at Rutgers-Newark. Her future plans are
still undecided. Daniel Han is a medical student
at Mount Sinai School of Medicine. He also plays
intramural basketball and golf. Recently Daniel
has been studying for the USMLE Step 1 Exam.
Michelle Punj is at Cornell for her Master of Man-
agement in Hospitality. In addition to traveling
to India, Thailand, and Singapore, she has been
managing Ayurvadic Destination Spa for the past
nine months. Beth Wallach is earning her mas-
ter’s in Marriage and Family Therapy at the Adler
School of Professional Psychology in Chicago, IL.
She also works for Kaplan Test Prep & Admissions
teaching MCAT, OAT, ACT, and SAT. Recently Beth
spent more than 20 hours a week in a clinical
practicum at Catholic Charities Diocese of Joliet,
counseling individuals, couples, and families.

In June ’07 Courtney Potts received her MA
in magazine, newspaper, and online journalism
from Syracuse U. In March, she started as a re-
porter at the Observer-Dispatch in Utica, NY. Also
reporting, Josh Katz is a newswriter for the web-
site findingdulcinea.com.

Adinna Augur is studying at UC Berkeley
School of Law (Class of ’09). Matt Rogers is a law
student at NYU. He plays on the alumni ZogSports
teams for kickball and dodge ball, and this past
summer he was an associate at Simpson Thachert
Bartlett in NYC. Matt remembers Cornell hockey
and the “craziest ticketing system.” Angela Kim
is a paralegal specialist with the voting section
of the Civil Rights Division at the US Dept. of Jus-
tice in D.C. In her spare time, Angela is the site
coordinator with the Homeless Playtime Project.
Also living in D.C., Nicholas Palumbo is a struc-
tural engineer at Simpson Gumpertz & Heger.

Jason Roche is a hedge fund analyst, but
would rather be relaxing and traveling. Benjamin
Bernstein is the manager of his own real estate
private equity fund, Redsky Capital. Maxim Ko-
valchuk is an investment analyst at Prisma Cap-
ital Partners, which was started by a Cornellian.
He’s also studying for the CFL Level 1 Exam.
Kevin Thompson, BS ’05, is a financial analyst
at Plante Moran. He values companies for a va-
riety of purposes including financial reporting
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and estate/gift tax. He also volunteers at a
homeless shelter and for the Humane Society.

Two more classmates have tied the knot!
Shoshannah Lenski writes, “Sam Firke and I
were married on July 13 in my hometown of East
Lansing, MI. We met during Orientation Week
freshman year, and Sam proposed next to Beebe
Lake last summer. (That old saying about walk-
ing around the lake holding hands came true for
us!) Cornell’s Hillel director Rabbi Ed Rosenthal
performed the ceremony. We had more than 25
Cornellians there, spanning classes 1948 through
2010, and even sang the Alma Mater together at
the reception!”

Thank you so much for your updates! If
your news was not mentioned this time, it will
be soon. Kate DiCicco, kad46@cornell.edu;
Nicole DeGrace, ngd4@cornell.edu.

c

news you want to share and want to place it in the
next column, just send over an e-mail to your class
correspondents. We look forward to hearing from
you! Dana Sckolnick, dana.sckolnick@gmail.
com; or Marianna Gomez, MariannaAGomez@
gmail.com.

c

in her second year at the Virginia-Maryland Re-
gional College of Veterinary Medicine. Colleen Davis
moved down to Gainesville, FL, at the end of June.
She started working in the Sports Nutrition office
at UF and began classes toward her master’s, a
combined dietetic internship/Master of Science pro-
gram with an emphasis in sports nutrition. On the
other side of the US, Ashley Ferro-Murray is pur-
suing her interests in dance through an MA/PhD
program in performance studies at UC Berkeley.

Some people wasted no time starting their
next chapter. Take Jordan Gremli, for example. He’s
been working as an associate format manager at
Sirius Satellite Radio since June. Doesn’t sound like
he had much of a summer break! Some people did,
though: Matt Faust started his job as a marketing
associate at General Mills in early August, which
gave him time to enjoy his sunny home state of
California. Right now he’s working in Minneapolis,
MN, on the Pillsbury-Sweet Rolls business. Chris
Gleason graduated a semester early and bummed
around Ithaca while working as a student banquets
manager at the Statler until he left ‘the Ith’ and
headed to Las Vegas. He is now the assistant pool
operations manager of the Venetian & Palazzo Re-
sort Hotel, where he oversees about 150 people
every day. Chris gives “shout outs to everyone, in-
cluding all Hotelies everywhere and my former fra-
ternity brothers from Phi Delta Theta. If anyone
is ever in Vegas, look me up because fun times
can always be had in the city of sin.”

One of our very active classmates, Mark
Coombs, now resides in south Florida with his
fiancée! He writes, “I recently landed a position
with the Ritz-Carlton, a development that this
Government major likes to think makes me some-
thing of an honorary Hotelie. The company is
great; so, too, is Cornell’s reputation within it.
Needless to say, I go to work every morning
proud to represent both.” However, despite Mark’s
crossover into Hotelie-dom, he says that, to quote
his fellow Texan Lyndon Johnson, he “still seldom
thinks of politics more than 18 hours a day.” It’s
nice to see that some of our classmates haven’t
changed a bit!

Another one of our well-known classmates,
Jenna Bromberg, writes, “I live in Brooklyn and
am the assistant editor of HotelChatter.com, a
Conde Nast Web magazine that covers news, gos-
sip, and reviews across the hotel world. I get to
do a lot of traveling and have gotten to do a few
hotel reviews already, which is super cool. It
leaves enough time for freelance writing proj-
ects—small and large—and I will keep you guys
updated on those as they develop over the next
year or so because details are still in the works.”
Jenna will keep us posted, and we’ll be sure to
keep you all posted in return.

Best of luck to all Class of ’08ers in their en-
deavors, and have a happy and healthy holiday
season! As we’ve said before, for all of the Class
of 2008 fans all over the country and the world,
we hope you all will use this column as a way to
stay connected to each other and to the univer-
sity. Visit the Class of 2008 website, http://class
of2008.cornell.edu/, with links to events and ac-
tivities, alumni services, and more. Click on “Stay
Connected” to update your address and sign up
for e-mail forwarding. You can also find Cornell
events in your area and locate your regional of-
fice and local Cornell Club at www.alumni.cornell.
edu. And of course, thank you for sending in your
updates for our column. We’d love to hear from
you! Libby Boymel, lkb24@cornell.edu; and
Elana Beale, erb26@cornell.edu.

c

07 Hello, Class of 2007! As another
year comes and goes, our post-
Cornell lives are constantly

changing. Some of us are finishing graduate
school, while some of us are traveling or starting
new careers. Here are some recent updates from
our fellow classmates.

Upon graduation, Caitlin Shetter accepted a
position as an HR analyst in internal audit for VF
Corp., the largest apparel company in the world,
with brands owned including the North Face, Sev-
en For All Mankind, Nautica, Vans, Reef, Wrangler,
JanSport, Lucy, etc. During the past year, she has
traveled extensively for work, and Caitlin writes
that having the opportunity to work in many dif-
ferent areas of human resources on a diverse port-
folio of brands has been an extremely rewarding
experience. Recently promoted to Generalist, Tal-
ent Development, Caitlin is engaged in rolling out
a new global talent acquisition and onboarding
program. She is looking forward to another ex-
citing year!

Aditi Hendi graduated in May 2007 with a BS
in Biological Sciences and Asian American Studies
from CALS, and then worked for one year at Roche
Pharmaceuticals as associate principal scientist in
the Discovery Oncology Dept. in Nutley, NJ. Aditi
left that position to pursue her MD (Class of 2012)
at the Medical College of Virginia at VCU in Rich-
mond, VA, where she currently studies.

Caitlin Bell spent a year in Savannah, GA,
at the U. of Georgia Marine Extension Center and
Aquarium. There, she taught marine-related class-
es to students ages 3 to 80, which often involved
boat trips to nearby pristine barrier islands. Caitlin
is beginning her master’s degree in marine re-
source management at Oregon State U. Her re-
search will take her to Hawaii next summer, where
she’ll conduct interviews with users of marine pre-
serves in order to improve management tech-
niques. She is also working to publish a paper
that was the culmination of her senior-year hon-
ors thesis in Natural Resources at Cornell.

Here are some other quick and easy ways to
stay connected to Cornell and our class. Visit the
Cornell Class of 2007 website, http://www.class
of2007.cornell.edu/, which has links to events
and activities, alumni services, and more. Click on
“Stay Connected” to update your address and
sign up for e-mail forwarding. You can also find
Cornell events in your area or locate your region-
al office and local Cornell Club at www.alumni.
cornell.edu.

Thanks to everyone for sending in your up-
dates! For those of you who haven’t, if you have

08 Greetings ’08ers! As I write this,
the summer is winding down
and the official school year has

already started. I’m not sure about the rest of
you, but it’s times like these when I miss Cornell
the most. I know by the time you all read this,
the holiday season will be nearly upon us (Happy
Holidays!), and Homecoming will have come and
gone. I hope that many of you were able to make
it to campus for that event this year.

Since we graduated, most of us have begun
a new chapter in our lives, the first after our
four amazing years on the Hill. Josh Burlingham
has been working on breaking into the enter-
tainment industry. He took an on-camera tech-
nique course in NYC, sent out a few headshots
and resumes to various agencies and managers,
and signed with a modeling agency in Massa-
chusetts. He also auditioned for a film entitled
The Surrogates, which premiers in fall 2009. Be
sure to watch for him in the background on sev-
eral different shots, since he’s a stand-in, pho-
to double, and hand double!

Phil Caruso is doing criminal investigations
and counterintelligence in Las Vegas, NV, for the
US Air Force Office of Special Investigations, a
federal law enforcement agency that handles Air
Force-specific federal-level investigations (fraud,
murder, rape, kidnapping, espionage, terrorism,
etc.). Phil writes, “I’m an agent-in-training now,
and from October until February 2009, I’ll be
training at the Federal Law Enforcement Training
Center in Glynco, GA. After that I’ll be a creden-
tialed special agent. I’ll be in Vegas for a while
after that, with probably some type of Middle East
deployment in 2010.”

Like many other Cornellians, Luke Chernosky
moved to Manhattan and is working as an in-
vestment banker at Lazard. His mentor at the firm
is also a Cornellian: Samuel Lundin ’07. Karine
Alyanakian tells us that she’s working in the city
too, at Thompson Reuters in their Corporate Ad-
visory Services division, where she is on the
healthcare team. She tells us that she loves city
life. Ashley Ebbert, another ’08er in the city, has
been working for an event planning company
called Susan Holland Event Design, and lives with
yet another ’08er in Gramercy Park.

New York City isn’t only a popular place to
work; it also appears to be a popular place to go
to graduate school. Arpit Chhabra spent the
summer working as a research assistant in the
NYU Inst. of Reconstruction Lab, and began med-
ical school at the NYU School of Medicine in late
August. Chelsea Hall has also started a gradu-
ate degree; she’s at Fordham Law School on the
way to getting her JD. And although Yu-Kang
Cheng isn’t in New York City yet, he will be next
year as part of the Tri-Institutional Computa-
tional Biology and Medicine PhD program be-
tween Cornell in Ithaca, Weill Cornell Medical
Center, and the Sloan-Kettering Inst. But for his
first year, he’s in Ithaca.

Other classmates who are continuing with their
education include Eric Fish, a first-year veterinary
student at Western U. in Southern California, and
Suzie Clark, who graduated a year early and is now
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’27 BA—Edgar F. Sachs of New York City, May
27, 2008; attorney; rare book collector; active in
alumni affairs. Pi Lambda Phi.

’29 BS HE—Ferne Griffith Fuller (Mrs. Kenneth
W. ’27, LLB ’29) of New Hartford, NY, May 9,
2008; active in alumni affairs.

’30 BA—Roger F. Abell of Clarence, NY, Febru-
ary 2, 2008. Kappa Delta Rho.

’32 BA—Shirley Fuchs Milton of West Orange,
NJ, May 17, 2008; professor and co-chair, adver-
tising and communications dept., Fashion Inst.
of Technology; editor, FIT Review; author; one of
the first female VPs in advertising; active in pro-
fessional affairs.

’32—Helen Gosnell Walters of DeLand, FL, March
25, 2008; active in community and religious af-
fairs. Kappa Alpha Theta.

’33 BA—Marjorie Forer Balbert of San Antonio,
TX, June 2, 2008; elementary school teacher; ac-
tive in community affairs.

’33—Marian Lasher Lueder (Mrs. Francis A. ’31)
of Charlotte, NC, formerly of Jacksonville, NY,
April 22, 2008; homemaker; farmer; active in
alumni affairs. Pi Beta Phi.

’33 BS HE—Beatrice Anton Saltford (Mrs. Her-
bert W. ’33) of Gladwyne, PA, April 18, 2008; flo-
ral designer; active in community affairs. Delta
Delta Delta.

’33, BME ’34—Charles S. Tracy of Jamesville,
NY, May 11, 2008; worked for Exxon Mobil; vet-
eran; active in civic, community, professional, re-
ligious, and alumni affairs. Chi Phi.

’33 BA—John F. Wager Jr. of La Canada, CA,
May 26, 2008; travel agent; veteran; active in
civic, community, and religious affairs. Kappa
Delta Rho.

’34 BA, JD ’36—Daniel L. Kurshan of Sands
Point, NY, December 11, 2007; attorney. Cayu-
ga Lodge.

’34 BA—Ernestine Snyder Reeser (Mrs. Richard
Jr. ’32, MD ’35) of St. Petersburg, FL, April 28,
2008; homemaker; president, St. Petersburg Chi-
na Painters’ Guild; active in community and reli-
gious affairs. Alpha Phi.

’35 BA—Helen B. Freedman of Catonsville, MD,
April 13, 2008; retired public health analyst;
artist; active in community affairs.

’35 BA, JD ’37—Edwin J. Loewy of Rockville
Centre, NY, April 23, 2008; retired judge and
attorney.

’35 BA, JD ’37—William Massar of West Rox-
bury, MA, January 13, 2007; attorney.

’35 BA—Ellison H. Taylor of Oak Ridge, TN, May

31, 2008; director, chemistry division, Oak Ridge
Nat’l Laboratory; worked on the Manhattan Proj-
ect; active in community, professional, and alum-
ni affairs.

’36 BS HE—Isabel K. Boyd of Kent, CT, former-
ly of Jamesburg, NJ, April 21, 2007.

’36 MD—George A. Schumacher of Shelburne,
VT, March 24, 2008; emeritus professor and re-
tired chair of neurology, U. of Vermont College
of Medicine; veteran; active in community and
professional affairs.

’37—Donald F. Ames of Naples, FL, May 4,
2008. Kappa Sigma.

’37 BA, JD ’40—James D. Andrews of Avon, NY,
April 28, 2008; real estate attorney; veteran; ac-
tive in community and alumni affairs.

’37—Marjorie Brunt Bailey of Fort Belvoir, VA,
March 30, 2008; homemaker; flower arranger.
Delta Gamma.

’37 BS HE—Hazel Oldham Hanson of Riverside,
CT, June 3, 2008; homemaker; worked for Green-
wich Urological Assocs.; active in community and
alumni affairs. Delta Gamma.

’37 BA, PhD ’41—Walter J. Harrington of
Raleigh, NC, June 2, 2008; professor emeritus of
mathematics, North Carolina State U.; project di-
rector, Office of Scientific Research, US Air Force;
also taught at Penn State U. and Cornell U.; re-
search associate, Allegheny Ballistics Lab; active
in professional and religious affairs.

’37 MD—Irving E. Sisman of Flushing, NY, May
12, 2008; physician.

’37 BA, MS Chem E ’39—R. David Thomas Jr. of
East Fairfield, VT, March 4, 2008; consulting met-
allurgical engineer, R. D. Thomas & Co. Lambda
Chi Alpha. Wife, Rev. Virginia (Campbell) ’39.

’37 BA—John H. Weidman Jr. of Fort Worth, TX,
April 26, 2008; engineer; construction executive;
veteran; active in professional affairs.

’37 MS Ag—Fred E. Winch Jr. of Concord, NH,
formerly of Newfield, NY, May 17, 2008; profes-
sor emeritus of natural resources, Cornell U.; first
inductee, Nat’l Maple Museum’s Hall of Fame; ac-
tive in civic, community, professional, religious,
and alumni affairs.

’39 BA—Robert J. Crew of Nampa, ID, March 25,
2007; retired engineer.

’39 BS Ag, PhD ’50—Donald H. Dewey of
Green Valley, AZ, formerly of Lansing and East
Lansing, MI, April 4, 2008; professor emeritus
of horticulture, Michigan State U.; USDA horti-
culturist; veteran; active in professional affairs.
Alpha Zeta.

’39 BEE—William P. Lentz of Baltimore, MD,

May 5, 2008; electrical engineer; consulting en-
gineer; veteran; active in community, profes-
sional, and religious affairs. 

’39-41 SP Ag—Martin E. Leonard of Tully, NY,
March 26, 2008; worked in the artificial insemi-
nation business; veteran; active in civic, com-
munity, and professional affairs.

’39 BME—John W. Tone of Galena, MD, April 6,
2008; mechanical engineer; manufacturing di-
rector, Ronson Corp.; engineering consultant;
boat builder; veteran. Phi Kappa Sigma.

’39 BME—Phillip G. Twitchell of Novato, CA,
May 16, 2008; retired industrial engineer,
DuPont; active in civic, community, religious, and
alumni affairs. Tau Kappa Epsilon.

’39 BS HE—Ruth Goodman Waskey of Boulder,
CO, October 21, 2007; active in alumni affairs.

’40 BS Ag—Arthur W. Galston of Hamden, CT,
June 15, 2008; professor emeritus of biology,
Yale U.; researched effects of Agent Orange;
helped found Yale’s Interdisciplinary Center for
Bioethics; author; active in professional affairs.
Wife, Dale (Kuntz) ’41.

’40, BA ’41—Edwin A. Hebb of Marianna, FL,
April 9, 2008; retired forester, US Forest Service;
veteran; artist; poet. Zeta Psi.

’40 M Chem E—Sidney P. Lee of St. Croix, VI,
June 20, 2008; senator, Virgin Islands Legislature;
chairman of finance, VI Port Authority; business-
man; veteran; author; active in civic, communi-
ty, professional, religious, and alumni affairs.

’40 BS HE—Jeanne Titterton Lewis (Mrs. John
C. III ’33, PhD ’40) of East Lansing, MI, May 12,
2008; active in alumni affairs.

’40, BS Hotel ’46—Frederick W. Newcomb of
Chamblee, GA, April 21, 2008; retired from Kim-
berly-Clark Corp.; veteran; active in community
affairs. Tau Kappa Epsilon.

’40 BS HE—Marie Bolton Pettit of Bridgewater,
VA, formerly of East Lansing, MI, April 11, 2008;
director, school lunch program, East Lansing
Public Schools; food production supervisor, Michi-
gan State U. residence halls; active in communi-
ty affairs.

’40 BS Ag—Ralph Resnick of Scottsdale, AZ,
and Morrisville, NY, March 30, 2008; retired build-
ing contractor; member, Civil Corps of Engineers;
active in civic and community affairs.

’40, BCE ’41—Paul C. Wolters of Exeter, NH,
March 28, 2008; retired engineering manager,
General Electric; also worked for American Steel
and Wire; veteran; active in community and pro-
fessional affairs. Phi Delta Theta.

’41 BA—Kenneth H. B. Cudmore of Littleton,
CO, May 2, 2008; corporate attorney; VP and asst.
secretary, Sperry Rand Corp.; also worked for Cum-
mings & Lockwood and DWG Corp.; poet; active
in civic, community, professional, and religious
affairs. Sigma Pi.

’41 BEE—William C. Don of Edenton, NC, May
12, 2007; engineer; retired from United Piece

Alumni Deaths
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Dye Works; worked on the Manhattan Project in
WWII; active in civic, community, and profes-
sional affairs.

’41 BA—Elizabeth A. Herrold of Lancaster, PA,
May 29, 2008; active in alumni affairs.

’41 BA—David C. Klein of New York City, May 4,
2008; attorney; veteran; active in civic, commu-
nity, and alumni affairs. Beta Sigma Rho.

’41 BS Ag, PhD ’49—George E. Mattus of Spots-
wood, NJ, formerly of Blacksburg, VA, May 16,
2008; professor of horticulture, Virginia Poly-
technic Inst.; veteran. Alpha Zeta.

’41 BS Ag, MS Ag ’43—Howard A. Schuck of
Tucson, AZ, July 6, 2007; active in alumni affairs.

’41 BA—Shirley Munson Stiles of Palo Alto, CA,
April 26, 2008; registered nurse and school
nurse; veteran; her life is depicted in Letters
Home; active in community affairs.

’42, BA ’48—Allan K. Bush of Sacramento, CA,
March 4, 2007; veteran; active in community and
religious affairs. Theta Xi.

’42 BME—George B. Howell of Glenview, IL, May
9, 2008; partner, Pfingsten Partners; active in
civic and alumni affairs. Sigma Alpha Epsilon.
Wife, Barbara (Crohurst) ’42.

’42 PhD—Ernest P. Imle of Silver Spring, MD,
May 4, 2008; retired tropical crops specialist, US
Dept. of Agriculture; consultant; former director,
American Cocoa Research Inst.; active in profes-
sional and religious affairs.  

’42 BME—Robert P. Morrow of Buffalo, NY, April
27, 2008; consultant engineer; pilot; veteran; ac-
tive in alumni affairs.

’42—Margaret Fish Tackabury (Mrs. Elbert K.
’42) of Fort Morgan, CO, April 15, 2008; secre-
tary, North Colorado Medical Center.

’42—William W. Warner of Washington, DC,
April 18, 2008; former administrator, Smithson-
ian Inst.; USIA officer; Latin American program
coordinator, Peace Corps; author, Beautiful Swim-
mers; veteran; active in community, profession-
al, and religious affairs. Kappa Alpha.

’43 BME—Francis J. J. Broglie of Hurlock, MD,
April 18, 2007; worked for Bethlehem Steel.

’43 BS HE—Bernice Henry Fitchett of Pough-
keepsie, NY, December 31, 2007; active in alum-
ni affairs. Kappa Delta. Husband, Edwin E.
Fitchett ’44.

’43 MA—Marion Porter Fross of Ravena, NY, May
3, 2008; retired teacher; active in community
and religious affairs.

’43 DVM—Norman F. Lewis of Canandaigua, NY,
April 16, 2008; chief veterinarian, New York State
Racing and Wagering Board; veteran; active in
community and religious affairs. Alpha Psi. Wife,
Edith (Kelsey) ’44.

’43 BS Ag—Bernard W. Potter of Truxton, NY,
May 25, 2008; director, New York State Fair;
deputy commissioner, NYS Dept. of Agriculture

and Markets; active in civic, community, reli-
gious, and alumni affairs. Alpha Gamma Rho.
Wife, Margaret (Smith) ’43.

’43, BS Hotel ’50—John E. Servis of Princeton,
NJ, April 24, 2008; owner, Servis Electric; veter-
an; active in community, religious, and alumni
affairs. Delta Tau Delta. Wife, Lucinda (Perry) ’49.

’43, BA ’47, MBA ’48—Clifford H. Whitcomb
of Jensen Beach, FL, June 9, 2008; president,
Prudential Property and Casualty Insurance; vet-
eran; author; active in professional and alumni
affairs. Phi Kappa Psi.

’44 BS, ’47 B Chem E—Howard W. Blose of New
Canaan, CT, May 9, 2008; retired executive, Exxon
Corp.; veteran; active in alumni affairs. Psi Up-
silon. Wife, Marion (Graham) ’44.

’44 BS HE—Mary Pollard Clist of Cobleskill, NY,
April 24, 2008; retired academic librarian; editor;
active in community, religious, and alumni affairs.

’44 BS HE—Eleanor Johnson Morse of Marietta,
GA, February 4, 2008.

’44 BA, MD ’47—Jacob Robbins of Bethesda,
MD, May 12, 2008; scientist emeritus, Nat’l In-
stitutes of Health; thyroid researcher; devised
therapies to prevent thyroid disease from expo-
sure to radioactive fallout; author; active in com-
munity and professional affairs.

’44—Charles S. Williams of Scottsdale, AZ, for-
merly of Ithaca, NY, May 19, 2008; former man-
aging editor, Cornell Alumni News; veteran;
active in civic, community, professional, and
alumni affairs.

’45-46 SP Ag—Budd H. Adams of Hector, NY,
June 21, 2008; retired sales manager, Cayuga
Ford; also worked for Babcock’s; horseman; ac-
tive in civic, community, and religious affairs.

’45—Richard R. Booth of Miami, FL, April 14,
2008; attorney; former assistant US attorney; au-
thor; calligrapher; also worked for the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corp.; veteran; active in
community affairs. Zeta Psi.

’45, BME ’44—Richard H. Frost of Cranberry, PA,
formerly of McCandless, PA, May 27, 2008; own-
er, Autotrols Inc.; active in professional and
alumni affairs. Tau Kappa Epsilon.

’45, BS Hotel ’48—William F. Hunt of Galveston,
TX, April 6, 2008; consultant. Delta Tau Delta.

’45, BME ’48—William W. Thomas of Clinton,
NY, April 28, 2008; foundry supervisor, NY Air
Brake Co. Sigma Chi.

’46—John R. Crawford of Palm Desert, CA,
April 17, 2008; retired engineer; veteran. Kap-
pa Sigma.

’46 BS Ag—Charles L. Muller of Denver, CO,
April 8, 2008; farm service director, KOA radio;
also worked for Colorado Rural Electric Assn. and
Colorado Farm Bureau; actor; active in profes-
sional affairs.

’46, BA ’44—Johann Creal Van Patten of Pre-
ble, NY, May 25, 2008.

’47 BA—Phyllis Y. Garland of Stamford, CT, April
18, 2008; librarian. Sigma Delta Tau.

’47—Gladys Flint Hotchkiss (Mrs. Lyle B., SP Ag
’44-45) of Portageville, NY, November 16, 2007;
artist; teacher; active in community and religious
affairs.

’47—Sally Gibson Noel of Luray, VA, April 7, 2008.

’47—John O. Strom of Providence, RI, March
22, 2008; neurologist; chief of neurology, Rhode
Island Hospital; veteran; active in professional
affairs.

’48—Calvin H. Axinn of Woodbury, NY, May
21, 2008.

’48 BME—Ray G. Downing of Westhampton
Beach, NY, April 28, 2008; veteran; active in
community and religious affairs.

’48 BA—Joann Smoyer Leer of Fort Lauderdale,
FL, April 28, 2008. Delta Delta Delta.

’48 BS ILR—Henry W. Nichols of Post Falls, ID,
April 10, 2008; commissioner, Federal Mediation
and Conciliation Service; corporate labor relations
manager; veteran; active in civic, community,
professional, and religious affairs.

’48, BA ’49—Natalie Lax Rabkin of Westfield,
NJ, February 17, 2008; homemaker. Husband,
Richard M. Rabkin ’50.

’48, BA ’49—Robert W. Reynolds of Goleta, CA,
January 28, 2008; professor of physiological psy-
chology and endocrinology, UC Santa Barbara;
veteran; active in community and professional
affairs. Seal & Serpent.

’48 BA—Joan Southworth Sedlacek of River-
woods, IL, April 25, 2008; active in alumni affairs.

’48 BME—Richard C. Ungemach of Palmyra, VA,
June 3, 2007; retired engineer.

’49—Edward L. Alexander Jr. of Rochester, NY,
March 22, 2007; veteran.

’49—Evelyn Weller Austin of Winchester, VA, Au-
gust 5, 2007.

’49 MA—Alice A. Bubriski of Housatonic, MA,
May 14, 2008; retired teacher and coach; active
in civic and community affairs.

’49 BS Ag—Austin P. Gibbons of Berlin, MD, Oc-
tober 23, 2007.

’49 BEE—William A. Koch of Myerstown, PA,
May 23, 2008; active in alumni affairs. Delta
Upsilon.

’49 BME—Gordon B. Nute of Weymouth, MA,
March 31, 2008; owner, Flagg, Brackett and Dur-
gin; veteran. Delta Phi.

’49 PhD—William F. Shipe Jr. of Ithaca, NY,
May 20, 2008; professor emeritus of food science,
Cornell U.; created “Food Facts and Fads” course;
veteran; active in community, professional, and
religious affairs.

’49 BA—Frances Grammer Stevenson of Augusta,
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GA, June 17, 2008; active in community and re-
ligious affairs. Alpha Phi.

’50 BA—John Y. Barry of Santa Monica, CA,
April 3, 2008. Beta Theta Pi.

’50 BS Hotel—Lt. Col. Maurice V. Graves of Oak
Ridge, TN, April 20, 2008; retired Air Force offi-
cer; internal auditor, NASA and US Army Corps of
Engineers; attorney; musician.

’50 DVM—Paul W. Padget of Tully, NY, April 30,
2008; retired veterinarian; Civil War scholar; vet-
eran; active in civic and community affairs.

’50 MD—Hartwell G. Thompson of West Hartford,
CT, April 19, 2008; retired neurologist; chairman,
Dept. of Neurology, U. of Connecticut Medical
School; professor of neurology, West Virginia U.
Medical School, Morgantown; also taught at U.
of Pennsylvania, West Virginia U. Med School,
Charleston, and U. of Wisconsin Medical School; ac-
tive in community, professional, and alumni affairs.

’51 BS Hotel—Thomas W. Gee of Worland, WY,
April 16, 2007. Sigma Chi.

’51 BS Nurs—Susanne Holden Jamison (Mrs.
William A., MD ’52) of Lakewood, NJ, October 5,
2007; retired nurse; active in religious affairs.

’51, B Chem E—Dale R. Pulver of Mentor, OH,
March 26, 2008; retired chemical engineer; vet-
eran; active in religious affairs.

’52 BA—Denny G. Arvanites of Green Valley, AZ,
April 30, 2008; department store executive; pres-
ident and CEO, Halle Bros. division of Marshall
Fields; consultant; veteran; active in civic, com-
munity, professional, and alumni affairs. Theta Xi.

’52—Walter G. Bisek of Virginia Beach, VA, April
6, 2008; chairman, Bisek & Co.; veteran.

’52 BS Hotel—John F. Craver of Lancaster, PA,
May 22, 2008; president, Jack Craver Co.; VP and
general mgr., Mayflower Hotel; veteran; active in
civic, community, professional, religious, and
alumni affairs. Sigma Phi. Wife, Elizabeth (Huns-
berger) ’52.

’52 DVM—Robert W. Fuess of Camillus, NY, May
1, 2008; veterinarian; active in civic, communi-
ty, professional, religious, and alumni affairs. Al-
pha Psi.

’52, B Chem E ’53—Charles A. Geyh of Wilton,
CT, May 1, 1986. Acacia.

’52, BME ’53—Robert T. Lewis of Webster, NY,
May 13, 2008; retired mechanical engineer, East-
man Kodak; active in community, professional,
and alumni affairs. Phi Sigma Kappa. Wife,
Jeanne (Irish) ’52.

’52 BS Hotel—Edwin S. Weber Jr. of Las Vegas,
NV, June 4, 2008; restaurant executive; former
president, Far West Services; veteran; author; ac-
tive in community, professional, and religious af-
fairs. Theta Xi. Wife, Vera (Horning) ’49.

’53-54 GR—Matthew J. Bruccoli of Columbia,
SC, June 4, 2008; biographer of F. Scott Fitzger-
ald, John O’Hara, and other American writers;
professor of English, U. of South Carolina; edited

Vladimir Nabokov’s letters; helped to run Bruccoli
Clark Layman, publisher of literary reference
works; active in professional affairs.

’53 MS—Max M. Carpenter of Harrisonburg, VA,
March 12, 2008; game biologist, Virginia Dept.
of Game and Inland Fisheries; active in religious
affairs. 

’53 DVM—Joseph E. Croshaw Jr. of Parksville,
KY, April 25, 2008; veterinarian; professor of an-
imal science, Delaware Valley College; taught
anatomy at Cornell and U. of Pennsylvania; ac-
tive in community and religious affairs.

’54 JD—Cameron R. Argetsinger of Burdett,
NY, April 22, 2008; organizer of Watkins Glen
Grand Prix; president, Int’l Motor Racing Research
Center; executive VP, Chaparral Cars; race car
driver; attorney; active in community and pro-
fessional affairs.

’54 MD—William C. H. Grimm Jr. of Evansville,
IN, May 1, 2008; physician, Wellborn Clinic; vet-
eran; active in community, professional, and re-
ligious affairs.

’55 BA, LLB ’58—John S. Davidge of Bingham-
ton, NY, May 26, 2008; retired attorney; member,
District Court of Northern New York; active in
civic, community, professional, religious, and
alumni affairs. Psi Upsilon.

’55, BA ’56—Louise Laylin Firouz of northern
Iran, May 25, 2008; horse breeder; rediscovered
the Caspian horse, the precursor of modern race-
horses; owner, Norouzabad Equestrian Center; op-
erated adventure horse-riding tours in Iran;
active in professional affairs.

’55 MD—Richard R. Lower of Richmond, VA, and
Twin Bridges, MT, May 17, 2008; cardiac surgeon
and general practitioner; pioneer of heart trans-
plants; professor of thoracic and cardiac surgery,
Medical College of Virginia, Virginia Common-
wealth U.; cattle ranch manager; active in com-
munity and professional affairs.

’55 BS Hotel—Cmdr. Rodger F. Schindele of
Fairfax, VA, July 7, 2007.

’56 BS HE—Nancy Kerry Kienzle of Westport, CT,
February 2, 2008; teacher, Staples High School;
coordinator, Cultural Care Au Pair; active in civic,
community, and religious affairs.

’57 BS Ag—Barbara Ziegler Allen of Petoskey,
MI, April 30, 2008; retired data systems manag-
er; also worked for the FDA.

’57 BA—Dian Porthouse of Reno, NV, June 22,
2008; stockbroker and financial manager; active in
community and alumni affairs. Delta Delta Delta.

’58, BS Ag ’59—Russell R. Felthousen of Rex-
ford, NY, February 7, 2008. Tau Kappa Epsilon.

’58 MS, PhD ’60—Thomas Laaspere of Norwich,
VT, June 10, 2008; engineering professor, Dart-
mouth College; expert in radiophysics; worked at
Arecibo; active in community affairs.

’58—A. David Tobin of East Williston, NY, June
17, 2008; partner, Pergolis Swartz Associates; real
estate broker. Cayuga Lodge. 
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’59 LLB—Edmund R. Bernhard of Ringoes, NJ,
April 16, 2008; Superior Court judge; active in
civic, community, professional, and religious af-
fairs. Wife, Elizabeth (Mansik), MEd ’60.

’59 JD—Solomon H. Katz of Deerfield Beach,
FL, formerly of New York City, May 19, 2008; at-
torney; NYS judge. 

’59 BA—Peter J. Preisner of Glastonbury, CT,
October 5, 2007; attorney; veteran; active in
civic affairs.

’59 PhD—J. B. Smith of Walnut Creek, CA, April
9, 2008; agribusiness consultant; led the Pineap-
ple Research Inst. and the Research and Quality
Control Div., Dole Pineapple; started genetics
dept. at U. of Hawaii; active in community, pro-
fessional, and religious affairs. Wife, Doris
(Shackelford) ’55.

’60 BS Ag—Brian K. Finger of Thomasville, GA,
March 23, 2008; retired sales manager; active in
community and religious affairs.

’60, BA ’61—Robert A. Gillespie of Benton, ME,
April 28, 2008; associate professor of English,
Colby College; editor, Colby magazine; author;
book reviewer, Morning Sentinel; active in com-
munity and professional affairs.

’60, BS Ag ’62—Daniel L. Jeffers Jr. of Shreve,
OH, November 8, 2007; research agronomist,
Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Ctr.;
active in community and religious affairs. Wife,
Barbara (Ricciardi) ’61.

’60—Elizabeth Butt Law of Las Vegas, NV, April
28, 2008; registered nurse; active in community
and religious affairs.

’60, BME ’61—J. Bruce Waterfall of New York
City, April 28, 2008; president, Morgens Waterfall
Vintiadis Co.; active in alumni affairs. Psi Upsilon.

’61 BA—Robert J. Kolker of Stuart, FL, May 8,
2008; president, Kolker & Co.; VP of sales, Roger
Williams Foods; head, major appliance division
group, General Electric; veteran; active in com-
munity affairs. Sigma Chi.

’61 BA—Donald L. Sayer of Port St. Lucie, FL,
May 4, 2008; retired manager. Chi Phi.

’62 MD—Julian T. Hoff of Ann Arbor, MI, April
16, 2007; neurosurgeon; professor of neuro-
surgery, U. of Michigan and UC San Francisco;
veteran; active in community, professional, reli-
gious, and alumni affairs.

’62 PhD—Chester J. Mackson of East Lansing, MI,
May 21, 2008; professor of agricultural engineer-
ing and retired chair, School of Packaging, Michi-
gan State U.; veteran; active in professional affairs.

’62 BS Ag—David C. Wright of Glen Ellyn, IL,
March 19, 2008; owner, Candleman candle stores;
buyer for Sears; active in community and reli-
gious affairs. Delta Tau Delta.

’63—Bonnie Duberstein Friedland of Hender-
sonville, NC, formerly of Boca Raton and Naples,
FL, April 19, 2008; active in community affairs.

’63 BS ILR—Robert S. Oaksford of Groton, NY,

April 24, 2008; retired librarian; operated the
Benn Conger Inn; veteran.

’64 MST—Donald L. Brunner of Lafayette, CA,
April 23, 2008; chemistry professor and chairman
of the division of physical sciences, math, and
engineering, Diablo Valley College; ranch man-
ager; veteran; active in professional affairs. 

’64 MS—Col. Coronado P. Munasque of Man-
daluyong City, Philippines, April 7, 2008; chair-
man of the board, Toyota Pasong Tamo; veteran.

’64 MA, PhD ’69—Gordon B. Walters Jr. of
Greencastle, IN, May 4, 2008; professor emeritus
of romance languages, DePauw U; author; artist;
active in civic, community, professional, and re-
ligious affairs.

’67 BS Ag, MS ’72—David P. Brown of Dryden,
NY, April 23, 2008; instructor in food science and
senior extension associate, Cornell U.; dairy and
food science researcher; active in community and
professional affairs. Wife, Janice (Balitz) ’78.

’67 PhD—Malcolm H. Liggett of Vero Beach, FL,
May 5, 2008; associate professor of labor relations,
Pennsylvania State U., Harrisburg; also taught at
San Francisco State U., UC Santa Barbara, and Cor-
nell U.; county mediator; veteran; active in civic,
community, and professional affairs. Wife,
Suzanne (Lapaugh), GR ’61-63.

’68 DVM—John V. Steiner of Lexington, KY, May
26, 2008; veterinarian, Hagyard Equine Medical
Inst.; specialist in stallion and mare reproduc-
tion; active in professional affairs. Kappa Sigma.

’69 PhD—Marion Mason of Charlottesville, VA, for-
merly of Weston, MA, October 25, 2007; professor
emerita of nutrition, Simmons College; former di-
rector of graduate studies in medical dietetics,
School of Allied Medical Professions, Ohio State U.;
active in professional and alumni affairs.

’69, BS Ag ’70—Judith McNeal Torgerson of
Landover, MD, June 11, 2007; indexer, Nat’l Agri-
cultural Library; author; active in community,
professional, and religious affairs.

’70 BA—Mark R. Eiges of Studio City, CA, April
8, 2008; movie post-production supervisor on
films Sunset Grill and Soul Survivor; editor, Mon-
key Boy; foley editor, The Delta Force; worked
for MGM, Artisan, Distant Horizon, and Sony
film studios.

’70 PhD—James R. Finley of Grove City, OH,
May 13, 2008; worked at Battelle Memorial Inst.,
a nonprofit research firm.

'70, BArch ’71—Roman Nomitch of Bannock-
burn, IL, February 10, 2007; investment banker;
active in alumni affairs.

’72 BS HE—Arlyn Reiser Grossman of Rochester,
NY, April 27, 2008; active in alumni affairs. Delta
Phi Epsilon. Husband, Robert C. Grossman, JD ’71.

’72 MS Ag—Willis E. Hanna of Erieville, NY,
June 15, 2008; soil scientist, Soil Conservation
Service; veteran; active in community affairs.

’72 BCE—Carl A. Johnson of Delmar, NY, No-
vember 27, 2007; utility supervisor and liaison

for federal matters, NYS Dept. of Public Service;
active in community and alumni affairs. Pi Kap-
pa Phi.

’72 PhD—Victor N. Mansfield of Hector, NY,
June 3, 2008; professor of physics and astrono-
my, Colgate U.; founding member, Wisdom’s Gold-
enrod Center for Philosophic Studies; author;
active in community, professional, and religious
affairs. Wife, Elaine (Ware) ’67.

’73 MS ILR—Francine April Herman of Ithaca,
NY, May 18, 2008; emerita professor, Cornell U.;
mediator, US Dept. of Labor in the Carter Admin-
istration; mediator and fact-finder, NYS Public
Employment Relations Board; active in civic,
community, professional, and alumni affairs.

’75 MA—William B. Burnett of Santa Fe, NM,
May 8, 2008; director and head of mergers prac-
tice, Charles River Associates’ D.C. office; for-
mer VP, Glassman-Oliver Consulting; former
economist, Federal Trade Commission; out-
doorsman; artist; active in community and pro-
fessional affairs.

’76—John E. Hentschel of Bronx, NY, August 7,
2007.

’79, BA ’80—James H. Ovitt of Chapel Hill, NC,
April 20, 2008; government data librarian, U. of
North Carolina, Chapel Hill; broadcast producer;
director of documentaries and industrial films.

’82 MBA—Mark E. Brefka of Darien, CT, April 6,
2008; investment banker; director of acquisitions,
Everlands; active in community, professional, and
alumni affairs.

’82 MS Ag—G. Jean Szabadi of Fresno, CA, May
6, 2008; worked for Tompkins County Coopera-
tive Extension.

’85 BS ILR—John S. Mather of Accord, NY, May
7, 2008; parts & service director, Ireland Corners
Garage; active in community and professional af-
fairs. Phi Kappa Psi. Wife, Leslie (Johnson) ’84.

’88 DVM—J. Blair Harff of Watertown, NY, April
20, 2008; veterinarian; active in community af-
fairs. Wife, Kristina (Zakrzewski) ’81, DVM ’88.

’89, BS Hotel ’96—Thomas McHale of Tampa,
FL, May 25, 2008; former lineman, Tampa Bay
Buccaneers; also played for Philadelphia and Mi-
ami; owner, Nat’l Home Buyers Assistance;
restaurateur; active in community, profession-
al, and alumni affairs. Sigma Chi. Wife, Lisa
(D’Alessandro) ’89.

’99 PhD—Rodney D. Rudolph of Weston, FL,
June 5, 2008; professor of hospitality and man-
agement, SUNY Delhi; also taught at Ocean
Comm. College and Fairleigh Dickinson U.; own-
er, Taco Maker; owner, Deru Mgmt. Services; vet-
eran; artist. Wife, Barbara (McGill), PhD ’93.

’01 BS Ag—Alexander C. Ney of Durham, NC,
April 16, 2008; PhD candidate and research as-
sistant in molecular cancer biology, Duke U.; vet-
eran; active in professional affairs.

’04, BA ’05—Margaux E. Powers of Glen Cove,
NY, May 31, 2008; portfolio assistant, Estabrook
Capital Mgmt. Kappa Kappa Gamma.
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Bowling for Scholars
Cornell’s alley offers old-school entertainment 
(and cool shoes)

I t’s a Friday night at Helen Newman Hall Bowling Center,
and there’s some serious action going down. Between jeers,
bowlers step up, two eyes locked on ten pins. Rolling balls
rumble, falling pins crash, and gutter balls thud to groans

of elation and despair. “It gets really competitive,” says Sara
Moffett ’09, gesturing to her friends sharing a pitcher of beer.
“Maybe that’s just because it’s girls against boys. I definitely get
frustrated when I don’t bowl well.” 

More than 1,000 keglers roll into the sixteen-lane Bowling
Center each week, most on weekend nights, says manager Bill
LaRock. “We’ll have every lane full,” he says, “and a line of peo-
ple coming in.” During the day there are leagues for men,
women, couples, and retirees, and each semester some 300 
students fulfill gym requirements in five classes a week. The cen-
ter also hosts kids’ parties, departmental gatherings, even the
occasional pre-wedding rehearsal dinner. Moffett, an American
studies major from Washington, D.C., has been coming to the
Bowling Center since she was a freshman. “It was something to

do, where you didn’t have to go to Collegetown,” she says.
“Especially when you’re under twenty-one, it’s just fun.”

Named for the wife of F. R. Newman 1912, Helen Newman
Hall was built in 1963 as a women’s athletic facility. Before that,
students took bowling classes at commercial lanes on Eddy Street
and fans could choose from half a dozen local alleys. Now, other
than the Bowl-O-Drome on Third Street, the Bowling Center is
the only game in town; it’s also one of the few full-sized alleys
on a college campus in the U.S. “You don’t see many like this
anymore” says Moffett. “The new alleys that are opening in
cities, they’re more like cocktail lounges. It costs $10 a game,
and here it’s $2.50.” 

And then there’s the allure of the nifty shoes, available for
rent for only $1. They’re old-school too, with sturdy laces and
leather uppers dyed green and black or red and gray. Footwear
inspired by bowling shoes is hip these days, Moffett says. “But
they take your ID card here so you can’t steal the shoes,” she
says with a laugh. “So I guess I’m out of luck.” 

Holey rollers: Cornell has one of the largest on-campus bowling centers in the country.

JASON KOSKI / UP
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