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DOCKSIDE 

ALERT 

(Art Agnello)

❖ ❖  Last fall before and during 

apple harvest, a number of growers 

and fieldmen were vexed to find neat ^  ^  

little (2  mm) holes bored into the side of 

their fruit, similar in appearance to those caused 

by a stem puncture. Although a few graders were 

inclined to attribute this damage to apple mag

got, cutting open these apples revealed a 

bright green worm, not feeding but lying inac

tive, in the burrow extending in from each hole.

These larvae turned out to be 

dock sawfly, Ametastegia 

glabrata, a highly sporadic 

but nonetheless well documented apple pest 

that has been known to show up in our area since 

1908.

Dock sawfly probably confines its feeding 

almost entirely to plants belonging to the buck

wheat family (Polygonaceae), including numer

ous docks and sorrels, the knotweeds and bind

weeds, or else wild buckwheat or alfalfa. In 

feeding on any of these plants, the larvae devour 

the leaf tissue and the smaller veins, eating out 

irregular holes in the leaves. Ordinarily, the 
midribs and the larger veins are untouched. This 

insect should not be confused with the related 

European apple sawfly, Hoplocampa testudinea, 

which has a whitish larva that lives and feeds in 

young apples, particularly prevalent in the east

ern apple regions of N. Y.

Injury to apples by the dock sawfly is known 

to occur only in the fall, when the fruit is ap

proaching maturity and the sawfly is searching

for an overwintering site. The greater 

hardness of immature apples probably 

deters the larvae from burrowing into 

them, so although 4  generations per 

year have been identified, only the 

last is of concern to apple growers. 

The injury to apples consists exter

nally of the small round holes bored by 

the larvae, which after a few days show a 

slightly sunken, brovvnish ring around them 

and occasionally may be surrounded by a larger 

discolored halo. These holes 

may occur anywhere 

on the surface, but 

are most numerous 

around the calyx j 

and stem ends, or 

at a point where the 

apple touches a 

le a f or ano th er 

apple, since it is 

easier for the larva to 

obtain a foothold here.

Inside, the injury is usually more se

rious, since the larva often burrows to the core 

and usually hollows out a pupal cell somewhat 

larger than itself. Apples may have three or four, 

or sometimes even eight, holes in them of vary

ing depths, but contain only one or two worms.

Since the dock sawfly does not feed upon any 

part of the apple tree, but must live on the above- 

mentioned succulent weeds, it becomes an apple 

pest only where these plants are growing in or 

around the orchard. There is little or no danger 

from this insect in clean orchards or where the 

food plants don’t exist. The possibility of the 

larvae coming into the orchard from neighboring
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meadows, ditch banks, or roadsides is slight, for the 

larvae are incapable of finding their way over any 

extent of bare soil. The adults, though active, are not 

strong fliers, and it is not possible for the insect to 

travel far in this stage. Now would be a good time

to assess the weed situation in your orchard and 

make plans for such selective herbicide applica

tions as may be appropriate regarding this insect. 

Even though common wisdom says this sawfly is a 

pest only one year in 12, this is an average estima

tion and there’s nothing that says two of those years 

can’t occur together.

(Information adapted from Newcomer, E. J. 1916. 

The dock false-worm: An apple pest. USD A Bull. 

265, 40 p p . ) * *

CODLING
MOTH

MODEL

♦♦♦♦*♦ The developmental model for 2nd genera

tion codling moth larvae predicts that a control 

spray should be applied in problem orchards 1260 

DD (base 50°F) after the start of the FIRST flight (5/ 

23 in Geneva, 5/16 in the Hudson Valley). As of 

today, 7/18,1246 DD have accumulated in Geneva 
and 1429 at Highland. A spray in problem orchards 

would be timely this week in Geneva, followed by 

a second one in 10-14  days. The first spray should 

already have been applied in the Hudson Valley.

FIELD
TOUR

END OF AN ERA 

(Dave Rosenberger and 

Dick Straub)

♦♦♦♦♦♦ For the first time in many years, there 

will NOT be a tour of pest control research plots 

in the Hudson Valley this year on the first Wednes

day after Labor Day. Times have changed since 

these tours were instituted. There are fewer new 

agrichemicals to evaluate and fewer companey 

representatives than there were 20, or even 10, 

years ago. The existing company representa

tives frequently have hectic schedules that limit 

their ability to participate in field tours. Thus, we 

will eliminate the traditional field tour in the 

Hudson Valley this fall. We propose to organize 

the fall tour of research plots in the Husdson 

Valley only every other year instead. Schedul

ing tours once every two years will still allow 

those who are interested to keep abreast of major 

changes in plot designs and in the focus of our 

research.

As in the past, company representatives who 

have sponsored research at the Hudson Valley 

Lab can arrange to visit our field plots at any time
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during the season by contacting the cooperating 

scientist We will continue to provide preliminary 

data to sponsoring companies by mailing these re

ports in early September. We are open to sugges

tions on ways to improve our communication with 

the agrichemical industry. If you have ideas or 

would like to see other changes, please feel free to 

contact us.

(Editors1 Note: That said, let us take this opportu

nity to assure you that the Geneva portion of the 

Pest Control Field Tour will, however, take place 

as in the past, on Thursday, Sept. 8. Registration 

starts at 8:00 a.m. in the foyer of Barton Labora

tory. See you there.) ♦♦♦♦♦♦

PEST FOCUS

Geneva:
2nd flights of San Jose scale and American
plum borer at peak levels.

Highland:
European red mite numbers are high with 
bronzing evident.

INSECT TRAP CATCHES (Number/Trap/Day)
Geneva NY HVL, Highland NY *

im 1121 7/25 m i 7/18 7/25
Spotted tentiform leafminer 70 22 5.3 Redbanded leafroller 0 0.1 0
Red-banded leafroller 0.1 0 0.3 Spotted tentiform leafminer 56 30 9.8
Lesser appleworm 0.9 0.3 0 Oriental fruit moth 0.6 0.8 0.8
Oriental fruit moth(apple) 3.3 2 1.6 Fruittree leafroller 0 0 0
Codling moth 0.3 0.3 2.8 Lesser appleworm 0.5 0.2 0.1
American plum borer(plum) 2 2.7 4.6 Codling moth 0.1 1.6 1.4
American plum borer(cherry) 1.5 0.7 1 American plum borer 0.3 0.9 1
Lesser peachtree borer 1.4 3 1.5 Sparganothis fruitworm 1.6 0.1 0
Peachtree borer 0.3 1 1.8 Tufted apple bud moth 0.1 0 0
Obliquebanded leafroller 0 0 0 Variegated leafroller 0.1 0 0
Pandemis leafroller 0 0 0 Obliquebanded leafroller 0.2 0.1 0
Apple maggot 0.1 0.1 0.1 Apple maggot 0.4 0.3 0
San Jose Scale 4.5 19.5 11.1

* = 1 st catch (Dick Straub. Peter Jentsch)
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UPCOMING PEST EVENTS

4^F 50°F
Current DD accumulations

(Geneva 1/1 - 7/25): 2030 1472
(Highland 1/1 - 7/25): 2484 1740

Coming Events: Ranges:
Oriental fruit moth 2nd flight subsides 1806-2783 1164-1963
Redbanded leafroller 2nd flight subsides 2037-3045 1342-2160
STLM 2nd flight subsides 1773-2443 1148-1698
STLM 2nd gen. tissue feeders present 1504-2086 952-1201
Codling moth 2nd flight subsides 2782-3433 1796-2332
Comstock mealybug 1st flight subsides 1844-2245 1241-1450
CMB 2nd gen. crawlers emerging 2106-2468 1447-1631
Lesser peachtree borer flight peak 1099-2330 667-1526
Peachtree borer flight peak 869-2241 506-1494

NOTE: Every effort has been made to provide correct, complete and up-to-date pesticide recommendations. Nevertheless, 
changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, and human errors are possible. These recommendations are not a substitute 
for pesticide labelling. Please read the label before applying any pesticide.
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