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Update on Pest Management 
and Crop Development
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September 13, 1993 VOLUM E 2 Geneva, NY

N O TIC E OF 
M E E T I N G  
CHANGE

♦ >❖  Just to make sure of reaching as 
much of the potential audience as possible, 
we would like to point out that the venerable New 
York State Pest Control Conference, normally held 
in Ithaca during November, has been transformed 
and moved. This year, the presentations that would 
normally be delivered at this gathering will instead 
take place as a part of the N.Y.S. Horticultural 
Society Meeting and Trade Show in Rochester, 
Jan. 11—12,1994. The location has apparently been 
moved back to the Dome Arena at the Monroe 
County Fairgrounds, but please check with your 
Hort Society contacts for specifics on schedules 
and meeting places. The change was made in order 
to better serve the needs of audiences at both of 
these functions. •>❖

NOTABLE
PEST

EVENTS

ARTHROPODS IN
REVIEW
(Art Agnello)

♦ >♦ > In the old days, back before all the budget 
crunches, when everyone had plenty of money and 
the orchards were overrun with county agents, 
private consultants, industry reps and field scouts, 
the person who had my job could be assured of 
receiving a steady stream of field reports through
out the season, from cooperators who would give 
details about what was being seen, and where, how

serious it looked, what measures were be
ing taken, etc. This quaint practice al

lowed us to distribute information to 
audiences statewide, in person, or by 
telephone or SCAMP (huh?), so ev
eryone had an idea what sort of year it 
was turning out to be.

Now, however, the information dispersal 
system has improved somewhat, but the infor

mation being distributed has been narrowed to the 
observations of a paltry few —  besides Dave Kain 
and myself, a handful of souls in Geneva and 
Highland who take the time to document what’s 
happening around them. While there may be no 
satisfactory remedy to this situation, which we 
acknowledge to be the result of many changes, it 
might be useful to attempt some simple recap of 
pest events, after the fact, from the end-of-season 
vantage point. This would help me to speak with 
some authority on the 1993 fruit pest situation when 
I am next asked about it, perhaps by some of you, 
and almost certainly by people who make policy 
($$) decisions that affect all of us. The back page of 
this issue contains a few trifling questions, intended 
mainly for the N.Y. readership, about just the most 
noteworthy insect and mite problems that appeared 
or failed to appear in your specific location. Please 
consider yourselves as local domain experts being 
asked to share your knowledge, anonymously; a 
few well-informed words are all that’s needed. I ’ll 
give you our evaluation of the western N.Y. story, 
as an incentive:

• MITES: Despite the presence of a moderate 
overwintered egg population in many orchards, 
early-season infestations were not particularly
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severe in general. Egg hatch was virtually on schedule 
(compared with past years), occurring from May 6-13, 
but some rainy weather, together with speed-up-slow
down temperature changes, kept the early-summer 
levels to a minimum. Most of our research plots didn’t 
reach threshold numbers until late July; however, once 
that happened, hot and dry weather caused many 
populations to surge for 2 -3  weeks, which caused 
some localized bronzing.

• LEAFMINERS: Much the same story applies to 
STLM. Peak flight in Geneva was May 6, close to an 
average year, but 1st generation infestations were 
almost nonexistent, probably because of unfavorable 
weather during the mating period. The second flight 
didn’t begin until June 21, 8 days later than average, 
and as has often been the case recently, there was a 
double flight peak July 8 and 15, which resulted in a 
delayed (and extended) period of 2nd generation mine 
development. The 3rd generation flight here has been 
substantial in both magnitude and duration, most likely 
because of hot and dry August weather, and many more 
late season mines than normal have appeared.

• LEAFROLLERS: The developmental progress 
of this insect seems to be more unsynchronized every 
year. Although populations in western N.Y. w'ere not 
terrible (not great either, just about average), both 
broods seemed to exhibit long, stretched out develop
ment periods, so that we had reports in mid-August of 
everything from new egg masses to pupae being found 
in the orchards. Adult flight started June 14, as ex
pected, but catches were down considerably over past 
years’ numbers.

• APPLE MAGGOT: The first fly was caught June 
28, precisely on schedule, peaked in early August, but 
flies were generally at low levels everywhere we 
trapped for them. Possibly the summer’s dryness 
prevented emergence of normal numbers of adults. •

• PEAR PS YLLA: This insect behaved much like 
STLM; early-season populations were very low, ow
ing to poor spring weather and (possibly) good pre
bloom oil applications. Summer numbers were toler

able in most places, until late August, when a 
sudden resurgence necessitated rescue treatments 
to prevent fruit sooting.

Some insects we didn’t really see in notable num
bers this year: Rosy Apple Aphid, Plum Curculio, 
Comstock Mealybug, San Jose Scale, Tarnished 
Plant Bug (especially in strawberries and raspber
ries). Some insects we saw that we didn’t particu
larly expect: Mullein Plant Bug (mainly on Red 
Delicious), Green Apple Aphids (in spots). And 
some that seemed about normal in severity: Leaf- 
hoppers (White Apple and Potato), Codling Moth, 
Peachtree Borers (including Lesser), Woolly Apple 
Aphid, and Twospotted Spider Mite.
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INSECT TRAP CATCHES (Number/Trap/Day)
Geneva NY HVL, Highland NY

9/2 9/Z 9m  9/i2 2ZI2 8/22 8/30
Redbanded Leafroller 1.7 2.1 2 1.2 Redbanded Leafroller 0 0 0
Spotted Tentiform Leafminer 310 62 37.3 11.5 Spotted Tentiform Leafminer 20.4 18.6 9.8
Oriental fruit moth (apple) 9.2 6.4 8.3 24 Sparganothis Fruitworm 0.3 0.2 0.2
Oriental fruit moth (peach) 2.5 1.5 0.5 0 Oriental fruit moth 1.2 1.9 1.5
Lesser appleworm 1.8 1.4 2.8 5.7 Fruittree leafroller 0 0 0
Codling moth 9.8 6.2 1.7 0.3 Lesser appleworm 0 0 3.3
Obliquebanded leafroller 2.7 2.4 1 0.3 Codling moth 1.3 0.4 1.3
Lesser peachtree borer (cherry) 0.8 0.1 0 0 Variegated leafroller 0.05 0.6 0.5

1 Lesser peachtree borer (peach) 0.2 0 0 0 Obliquebanded leafroller 0.5 0.6 0.4
American plum borer (plum) 0 0 0 0 Apple maggot 0.07 0.05 0.1
American plum borer (cherry) 0.3 0 0 0 Tufted apple budmoth 1.0* 1.0 -

Peachtree borer 0 0 0 0
Apple maggot 0.2 0.08 0.08 0.08 * 1st catch
San Jose scale 0.7 0.4 0.3 0.7

(Dick Straub, Peter Jentsch)

UPCOM ING PEST EVENTS

42!E SOLE
Current DD accumulations (Geneva 1/1 - 9/13): 3235 2326

C o m in g  E v e n ts : Ranges:
Oriental fruit moth 3rd flight subsiding 2987-3522 2018-2377
Lesser appleworm 2nd flight subsiding 3182-3277 2047-2211

Tree Fruit Pest Survey Please
affix

postage

Dr. Arthur Agnello 
Dept, of Entomology 
NYS Agric. Exp. Sta. 
Barton Laboratory 
Geneva, NY 14456-0462
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FIELD OBSERVER QUESTIONNAIRE (New York State Subscribers only)

Please cast your capable memories back over this past season, and provide your best responses to a few questions 
about pest occurrence in your area. Then, please detach this page, fold it in thirds so that the return address on 
p. 3 is visible, and mail it back to us. Many thanks for your cooperation.

Part of the state you have observed this season (region, county, or town area):

Fruit crop and approximate number of acres you have observed:

Most severe arthropod problem(s) in each fruit crop:

Most likely contributing factor(s):

Most severe disease problem(s) in each fruit crop:

Most likely contributing factor(s):

Normally occurring pest(s) that didn’t show up this season:

Normally minor pest(s) that were a problem this season:

Any additional comments:

NOTE: Every effort has been made to provide correct, complete and up-to-date pesticide recommendations. Nevertheless, 
changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, and human errors are possible. These recommendations are not a substitute for 
pesticide labelling. Please read the label before applying any pesticide
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