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CEE Welcomes Two New Faculty Photos by N. Kountoupes & C. Harrington

In summer 1999 CEE welcomed Dr. Katerina D. 
Papoulia as Assistant Professor in the Civil 
Infrastructure mission area. Most recently, 

Papoulia worked as Assistant Research Scientist 
at the Institute of 
Engineering Seismology 
and Earthquake Engineer
ing (ITSAK) in 
Thessaloniki, Greece.

Papoulia completed 
her doctoral studies at 
the University of 
California, Berkeley in 
1992. She also holds a 
Master of Arts in 
mathematics from the 
same institution.
Papoulia’s other degrees include a Master of 

Science in Structural Engi
neering from the University 
of Southampton, United 
Kingdom, and a Diploma 
Civil Engineering from the 
National Technical Univer
sity of Athens, Greece.

Papoulia’s teaching 
interest include structural 
analysis and mechanics, 
solid mechanics including 
continuum mechanics and 
constitutive theory, computa
tional mechanics and the 
mechanics of materials. She 
has completed research in 
computational mechanics, 
hyperelasticity and finite 
viscoelasticity, modeling of 

quasibrittle materials, mechanics of aseismic 
base isolation and seismic vunerability and risk 
assessment.
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Papoulia is currently developing a course 
in computational methods and plans to partner 
with Prof. Mircea Grigoriu and design a course 
in engineering analysis. Also being considered 
is a course on nonlinear mechanics of materials 
emphasizing constitutive modeling.

The most recent faculty addition is Dr. 
Rachel A. Davidson who joins the 
System Engineering and Information 

Technology and Civil Infrastructure mission 
areas. Davidson comes to CEE from the 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte where 
she was Assistant Professor since 1998. Prior to 
that, she served as a Post- 
Doctoral Research 
Associate at Stanford 
University.

Davidson com
pleted her master and 
doctoral studies in civil 
engineering at Stanford in 
1994 and 1997 respec
tively. Her undergraduate 
degree, also in civil 
engineering, was com
pleted at Princeton 
University.

Davidson's teaching and research 
interests focus on natural disaster risk assess
ment and management. She has worked mostly 
with structural engineering and risk analysis 
realted to earthquakes but is expanding her 
research to include hurricane risk analysis and 
multihazard risk.

This fall Davidson will teach a course in 
decision analysis. Davidson will also develop a 
course in civil and environmental systems, and a 
third course on natural disasters to be offered in 
the 2001-2002 academic year.



c i v i l i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  e n v i r o n m e n t  s y s t e m s  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t e c f i n o l o S i)

2

w

brd from the Director
Photo by C. Harrington

The lifeblood of our School 
is the fine students, faculty and 
staff that we attract to Cornell CEE.

We continue to be blessed 
by the affiliation of excellent 
undergraduates and the enrollment 
of outstanding graduate students. 
Even in the face of declining CEE 
undergrad enrollments nationwide 
-  and the Cornell CEE figures seem 
to predict enrollment trends over 

the years -  the School has been able to avoid 
the recent precipitous drop in the number 
undergraduate affiliates that our peer institu
tions seem to be experiencing. However, we 
must continue to recruit aggressively to increase 
from the current 55 to 60 B.S. degrees per year to 
our target of 70 to 80, and one recent success is 
that we attracted over 20 high-quality transfer 
students last year. In the meantime, our gradu
ate application numbers remain strong, espe
cially at the M.S./Ph.D. level, and Cornell’s 
vaunted professionally oriented M.Eng. 
program, now in its 35th year, continues to be a 
vital option for graduates of both our own and 
other programs. The numbers are particularly 
strong in the Master of Engineering (Civil) 
program in Engineering Management, estab
lished twelve years ago, which draws students 
from a number of undergraduate engineering 
disciplines.

One of the most exciting developments 
over the past two years has been the hiring of 
new CEE faculty members, Katerina Papoulia and 
Rachel Davidson, covered in the lead article of 
this issue of CEE Update. Especially significant 
is that these two new appointments represent 
the first under a change in the School decision
making process for faculty replacement, wrought 
by the 1998 CEE Strategic Plan. Instead of 
replacing retiring or departing faculty members 
in kind, each appointment opportunity “be
longs” to the entire School, and the faculty 
collectively consider the strategic implications 
for the School as a whole in making a recommen
dation to the Director from a number of alterna
tive proposals developed by the three mission 
areas. I am proud and pleased to say that the

CEE faculty has done a superb job in this 
process, and the result has been an important 
prioritization of School needs for the new 
century. In fact, we are now launching a third 
faculty search under this new approach, and the 
selected field of expertise for this search is in 
bioenvironmental engineering. By this time next 
year, I hope to be able to tell you the outcome of 
this search.

On page 8 of this issue you can read about 
recent changes to the staff of the CEE School.
We are especially grateful for the outstanding 
service the staff members provide and for their 
contributions to the smooth and personable 
running of CEE. For example, our staff organizes 
the annual departmental graduation festivities 
(immediately following the University-wide 
commencement ceremonies held in Schoellkopf 
Stadium), and these are clearly the best of their 
kind in the College of Engineering. In addition, 
those of you who attend our annual CEE Alumni 
Breakfast, held the Saturday morning of Reunion 
Weekend, know that this event is ably and 
delightfully catered by our staff. Be sure to 
attend at your next opportunity!

I was pleased to be a member of the 
Advisory Committee for, and a participant at the 
New Millennium Colloquium on the Future of 
Civil and Environmental Engineering held at MIT 
on March 19-21,2000. You can read about this 
meeting and obtain the CD-ROM of its proceed
ings in video format at http://web.mit.edu/ 
civenv/www/colloquium.html. Many familiar 
issues facing the CEE profession reappeared in 
the stimulating presentations and discussions. 
Among those related to education and close to 
the hearts of generations of Comedians is the 
again-current discussion of the optimal duration 
of university education for entry level to the 
profession. The ASCE Board of Direction has 
recently endorsed the concept that the Masters 
degree should be the entry level degree, and this 
echoes the history of CEE at Cornell, first with 
the Hollister-era five-year program and more 
recently with our exemplary one-year Master of

(Continued on page 11)
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R
ichard N. White, the James A. Friend
Family Distinguished Professor of Civil 
and Environmental Engineering was the 

guest of honor at a retirement banquet held on 
May 8, 1999. White retired after 37 years of 
service to CEE and the College of Engineering.

White received his Ph.D. from the Univer
sity of Wisconsin in 1961 at which time he 
earned both the Wisconsin Alumni Research 
Foundation and Ford Foundation Fellowships. 
Wisconsin was also White’s alma mater for his 
Master (1957) and Bachelor (1956) degrees.

White worked as Assistant Post Engineer 
at Fort Monroe and as structural engineer at 
John A. Strand before completing his doctoral 
work and commencing his academic career in the 
School of Civil and Environmental Engineering 
at Cornell.

At Cornell White’s research focused on 
structural engineering, specifically extensive 
study of structural concrete; structural models, 
shells and frames; evaluation of seismic safety; 
nuclear structures; and metal and timber 
structures. White also conducted research in 
educational methods in engineering.

Also an excellent educator, White partici
pated actively in the development of the 
undergraduate structures curriculum and helped 
devise a sequence of courses that taught

White receives words of advice and parting 
gifts from Prof. Emeritus Walter Lynn.

structural analysis and design in an integrated 
fashion. At the graduate level. White developed 
the Master of Engineering design project 
curriculum that included practicing engineers 
and work on real projects and was a key player 
in the development of the Master of Engineering 
degree program in CEE.

A leader in CEE, White served as Director 
from 1978-84 and was responsible for securing 
funding to build the new DeFrees Hydraulics 
Laboratory. White also served as Special

Assistant to the Dean of Engineering 
for Capital Facilities Planning from 
1986-87 and as Associate Dean for 
Undergraduate Programs for the 
College of Engineering from 1987-1989.

Throughout his tenure at Cornell 
White remained active in professional 
organizations including ASCE, the 
American Concrete Institute (ACI), the 
Prestressed/Precast Concrete Institute, 
the Earthquake Engineering Research 
Institute, and the Association for 
Bridge Construction and Design.
White has served on the ACI Board of 
Directors since 1992 and held an 
executive office since 1995. Most 
recently, White served as ACI Presi
dent from 1997-1998.

White shares an amusing anecdote with Dean 
Emeritus William Streett, CEE Administrative 

Assocociate Joe Rowe & wife Judy.
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Victory and defeat; both outcomes were 
experienced at the 2000 Upstate Re 
gional ASCE Concrete Canoe and Steel 

Bridge Competitions hosted by Union College in 
Schenectady, New York. Returning to the

competition after the dramatic structural 
failure midway through last years compe
tition, the Cornell Concrete Canoe 

Company, C4, won the canoe portion of the 
joint event. The steel bridge team did not fare as 
well and was disqualified during the loading 
segment of the competition.

The canoe team enjoyed victory in several 
categories. The Big Red captured first place in 
“Best Design Paper” and “Best Presentation”. 
They continued their winning streak in the 
regatta taking first place in "Men’s Sprint”, and 

“Men’s Long Distance”. The C4 women also 
helped tack on valuable points by placing 

forth in “Women’s Sprint” and joined 
their male counterparts to paddle in a 

third place position in the “Four Person Coed 
Race”.

Canoe team members attributed a change in

the best features from the past two canoe 
competitions to create a vessel with optimal 
straight-line speed and turning ability.

C4 team members at the regional 
competition in April.

construction and design for the increased 
strength and overall maneuverability of the 
canoe. This year the team opted to use two 
layers of fiberglass reinforcing mesh instead of 

steel reinforcement which was used in years 
prior. Using continuous fiberglass 

reinforcement, instead of overlapping 
pieces of steel reinforcement, allowed 
for a more uniform concrete thick
ness and hull that is better able to 
distribute forces created by 
multiple paddlers. To address 
problems with maneuvering and 

speed, canoe design team members used

C4 team members went on to the National 
competition in June 2000 where they received 
one point for their design paper. They were 
unsuccessful in other events.

The steel bridge team did not reap the same 
rewards as their canoeing classmates. Although 
the bridge held the load when tested at Cornell, 
on the Hollister Hall Loading Dock (no pun 
intended), in competition the bridge could only 
support the load when applied first on one side, 
then in the center. In competition all bridges 
must be loaded first in the center, then on one 
side. The bridge was officially disqualified when 
it deflected more than the two inches.
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If you enjoy action and adventure, don’t join 

the armed forces, become a civil engineer 
specializing in earthquake engineering. 

Certainly many civil engineers choose a more 
demure career path but Professor T.D. O’Rourke 
relishes the opportunity to practice his profes
sion in the trenches as well as in the laboratory 
and classroom.

As a leading earthquake engineering 
researcher, O’Rourke is often called upon to 
evaluate soil and pipeline response to severe 
earthquakes. It was in this capacity that 
O'Rourke spent portions of Fall 1999 crossing 
the globe in response to the devastating seismic 
events in Turkey and Taiwan.

As part of a reconnaissance team funded 
by the National Science Foundation O’Rourke 
and colleagues Prof. I.M. Idriss (U.C. Davis) and 
J. M. Mitchell (Virginia Tech) journeyed to 
Kocaeli, and neighboring Golcuk Turkey. The 
teams mission included data collection and 
observation of the earthquakes impact on water 
supply and gas distribution systems, as well as 
the effects of soil liquifaction on buildings 
supported by shallow foundations.

The August 17th Kocaeli earthquake 
struck with a magnitude of 7.4 along the 
Anatolian fault in the northwest region of 
Turkey. The quake lasted for forty-five seconds 
and was felt over thousands of square miles in 
Turkey’s most densely populated area. The 
quake and subsequent aftershocks ripped 
buildings in half, bent railway lines, felled trees, 
crumbled bridge and highways and left the 
country with a death toll that surpassed 45,000.

While in Turkey O’Rourke and team 
members traveled to the city of Golcuk to 
investigate the main Turkish naval base at the 
southeastern end of the Bay of Izmit. While 
enroute a 5.8 magnitude aftershock hit and 
caused a 3.5 meter lateral offset on the Northern 
Anatolian fault that ran through the naval base. 
Many ranking naval officers were killed during 
the event as dormatories resting on the fault 
were torn apart.

Less than a month after his return to the 
tranquil Cornell campus, O’Rourke was called to

service again, this time as part of an earthquake 
investigation team organized by the Multi- 
Disciplinary Center for Earthquake Engineering 
Research (MCEER). The location, Nantou 
Taiwan, the epicenter of a 7.6 magnitude 
earthquake. During this excursion, O'Rourke 
and team members were sent to investigate 
traumatic landslides triggered by the September 
21st quake. There were thousands of landslides 
of differing severity. Many blocked highways 
and disrupted the electric power transmission

O’Rourke at the Izmit naval base.

system. The largest landslide, located at Tsao- 
Ling, involved over 50 million cubic meters of 
soil and rock which is enough material to cover 
456 acres to a depth of one meter. The landslide 
dammed a river which formed a reservoir that 
was rising daily. If corrective measures were not 
implemented, the water would overtop the dam 
causing catastrophic flooding in an already 
devastated area.

To find out what we’ve learned from 
these earthquakes read Prof. 
O’Rouke’s October 20th, 1999 testi
mony to the US House of Representa
tives Committee on Science available 
atwww.eeri.org. r

http://www.eeri.org
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Following a plan of action outlined in the 
1998 School of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering Strategic plan, the School of 

Civil and Environmental Engineering, under the 
leadership of Director John F. Abel, licked off the 
Instructional Lab Enhancement Initiative in May 
2000. When completed successfully, the effort

Peter Velez ‘01 works in the Undergraduate 
Environmental Teaching Lab slated to receive 

important network upgrades.

will provide for enhanced environmental fluids, 
civil infrastructure, and systems engineering and 

information technol
ogy research and 
learning facilities.

Unlike other 
laboratory projects 
which have had a large 
structural renovation 
component, this 
campaign will focus on 
improving the func
tionality of existing 
laboratory space by 
adding and updating 
measurement and data 
acquisition equipment, 

creating fully integrated network computer 
workstations, and providing a studio-style 
instructional laboratory that will also be avail
able as a walk-in computing facility.

The projects, compartmentalized into three

separate efforts, include The Richard N. White 
Instructional Laboratories for Civil Infrastruc
ture. Extensions to the Arnim H. Meyburg 
Electronic Classroom for Instructional Support in 
Systems Engineering and Information Technol
ogy, and Renovation and Upgrading of Environ
ment Instructional Laboratories.

The Richard N. White Instructional 
Laboratories, which include the George Winter 
Structural Engineering Lab, the Structural 
Materials Lab, the Mogami Geotechnical Lab, 
the Craig Miller Models Lab, and the 
Geotechnical Models Lab, are slated to receive 
specially designed workstations with new 
testing, data acquisition, video and computa
tional equipment. The 
vision is to create a clear 
partnership between 
research and instruction 
by sharing equipment 
and facilities and expos
ing undergraduates to 
on-going experimental 
research during their lab 
classes. There will also 
be a designated ‘clean 
room’ created to house 
specific workstations and 
sensitive apparatus. This 
effort, and the naming of the civil infrastructure 
facilities, is in honor of Prof. Emeritus Richard N. 
White for his outstanding service to CEE and 
the engineering profession.

The next facility marked for augmentation 
is the existing Arnim H. Meyburg Electronic 
Classroom. This facility will be upgraded to the 
College’s first fully equipped distance learning 
facility and as an extension of this effort, CEE 
will outfit the classroom with twenty-five 
networked laptop computers to allow for in-class 
computing experimentation and advanced 
computing demonstration. When not being 
used for classes, the Meyburg facility will be 
available as a walk-in computing facility, an 
accommodation students and faculty have

(Continued on page 8)

□  Our students start using 
CEE labs in their first se
mester at Cornell.

□  Graduate students 
spend 12-35 hours a week 
performing research in CEE 
labs.

White
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Sarah L. Billington
received an NSF CAREER 
award for the four years 
beginning July 1,2000.
Her project is funded 
through the NSF Division 
of Civil and Mechanical 
Systems and is entitled,
“Innovative Materials for 
Civil Systems Research 
and Education.” The Billington
CAREER award is
bestowed upon outstanding scientists and 
engineers at the outset of their independent 
research careers.

Wilfried H. Brutsaert won the 1999 Horton 
Medal of the American Geophysical Union 
(AGU) for outstanding contributions to the 
geophysical spects of hydrology. The Horton 
Medal is the highest honor bestowed by the 
AGU upon hydrologists.

Richard I. Dick was a
1999 recipient of the 
College of Engineering’s 
McCormick Award for 
excellence in advising 
first-year engineering 
students.

James M. Gossett
received the 1999 J.P. and 
Mary Barger ‘50 Excel
lence in Teaching Award.
This award is one of 20 
presented annually by the College of Engineer
ing to faculty nominated by schools and 
departments for exceptional performance in the 
classroom arena.

ing software for engineering education at the 
annual Frontiers in Education Conference.

William McGuire, author of Steel Structures 
and Matrix Structural Analysis (2nd edition , 
2000), won the Geerhard Haaijer Educator Award 
from the American Institute of Steel Construc
tion.

Arnim H. Meyburg received the 1999 
Daniel M. Lazar ‘29 Excellence in 
Teaching Award from the College of 
Engineering.

Thomas D. O’Rourke was elected 
Fellow of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science 
(AAAS). He also received the 2000 
Civil and Environmental Engineering 
Alumni Association's Distinguished 
Alumnus Award from the University of Illinois.

Petru Petrina received the 2000 Chi Epsilon 
Instructor of the Year Award.

Christine A. Shoemaker received 
the 1999 Julian Hinds Award from 
the American Society of Civil 
Engineers. The award was be
stowed upon Shoemaker for her 
leadership and research in ecosys
tems management, water resources 
systems analysis, and ground water 
modeling and protection.

Jery R. Stedinger was named the 
2000 Chi Epsilon Professor of the 
Year. This is the second time he has been so 
named. Stedinger was also elected Fellow of the 
American Geophysical Union.

Meyburg

Anthony R. Ingraffea, along with graduate 
student Megann Polaha MS ‘99, received the 
1999 PREMIER Courseware Award for outstand-

Mark A. T\irnquist received the Outstanding 
Research Award from Sandia Laboratories in 
February 2000.
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Patty Apgar, Graduate Field Coordinator, 
celebrates her 26th anniversary as a CEE 
employee this year. In 1999 Apgar was recog
nized by both the University and the school for 
25 years of outstanding dedication and service.

Bonnie Jo Coughlin began her new 
post as School Receptionist in May 
2000, just in time to participate in 
commencement activities. Coughlin 
worked previously at Wegman’s as a 
Pharmacist Technician. Coughlin 
has completed course work at 
Tompkins Cortland Community 
College towards a degree in Busi
ness Administration.

Assuming a new position in August 
2000, current CEE staffer Bonnie Ferguson will 
replace Dawn Zeligman as Undergraduate Field 
Coordinator. Ferguson is excited about the 
challenges the new position offers and looks 
forward to the increased interaction with

undergraduate students. Zeligman is returning 
to school to pursue a graduate degree in Higher 
Education Administration.

Nancy Jerabek, Admin
istrative Aide, joined the 
CEE staff in October 
1999. Jerabek came to 
Cornell from Blue Light 
Inc., an import company 
specializing in the 
distribution of Chinese 
herbs and remedies.
When asked about her 
experiences at CEE thus 
far she replied, “My time 
here at CEE has been very satisfying and 
rewarding. The staff and faculty show so much 
teamwork and dedication. Eve never worked for 
such a great group of people.” Jerabek has an 
Associate Degree in Secretarial Science from 
Tompkins Cortland Community College.

(Lab Campaign, continued from page 6)

longed for since the College facility moved out 
of Hollister Hall.

The third lab upgrade is to the Environ
mental Fluids Instructional Lab and will include 
the creation of important linkages to the existing 
DeFrees Hydraulic Lab and the Undergraduate 
Environmental Teaching Lab. In an on-going 
effort to expose undergraduates to research and 
graduate students to teaching, the environmen
tal labs will have necessary video and network 
linkages installed and these will extend to 
electronic classroom facilities. Also part of this 
project is the purchase of laser and acoustic 
based measurement technology, now considered 
standard equipment for advanced inquiry and 
instruction in environmental fluids.

These efforts will help CEE move to a new 
level of civil and environmental engineering 
education and research and allow for increasing 
multidisciplinary study both within CEE disci

plines and other related fields. If you are 
interested in finding out more about these 
efforts or how you can contribute, please 
contact Director John F. Abel at 607-255-3690 or 
jfa5@cornell.edu.

mailto:jfa5@cornell.edu
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The ASCE Student Chapter was awarded a 
Certificate of Commendation for outstanding 
activities in 1999.

Owen Baily, doctoral students in transportation 
engineering was selected by the Board of 
Regents of the Eno Transportation Foundation’s 
Leadership Development Program to become an 
Eno Fellow and attend the 2000 Leadership 
Development Conference.

Seth Coan ‘00 was the first place recipient of the 
Charles Lee Crandall Prizein the Environmental 
Engineering category

Andrew Cushing, doctoral student in 
geotechnical engineering was a recipient of the 
John E. Perry Outstanding Teaching Assistant 
Prize.

Martha DelCampo ‘00
received an NSF Graduate 
Fellowship to pursue 
graduate studies in 
structural engineering.
DelCampo was also the 
recipient of the Margaret 
Arronet Corbin ‘21 Prize 
and the John E. Perry 
Outstanding Undergradu
ate Prize.

Kyle Douglas, master of science student in 
structural engienering, was awarded an NSF 
Graduate Fellowship for 2000-20003.

Sean Gerolimatos. master of science student in 
structural engineering, won the 1999-2000 
George Winter Fellowship for excellence in 
scholarship and research and for work in the 
humanities or expressive arts.

Doug Heinze. master of engineering student in 
structural engineering was the recipient of the 
2000 Richard N. White Master of Engineering 
Prize.

DelCampo

Susannah Hobbs, doctoral student in 
structural engineering, was a 
recipient John E. Perry Outstanding 
Teaching Assistant Prize.

David Krell ‘00 was the recipient of 
the ASCE Student Merit Award and a 
John E. Perry Outstanding Under
graduate Prize.

Dan Mullins ‘00 received the ASCE 
John P. Riley Award and a John E.
Perry Undergraduate Prize.

Tai You Lim ‘00 was the recipient of 
the Fuertes Medal for thehigest level 
of scholarship in CEE.

Anita Ngai ‘00 was the first place 
recipient of the Charles Lee Crandall 
Prize in the Civil Infrastructure 
Category.

Megann Polaha. 1999 Master of 
Science graduate, and advisor Prof.
Tony Ingraffea, shared the 1999 
PREMIER Courseware award for outstanding 
software for engineering education at the annual 
Frontiers in Education Conference.

Erin Russell ‘00 was the recipient of the Charles 
Lee Crandall Prize in the Systems Engineering 
and Information Technology category.

Stephanie TerMaath. doctoral student in 
structural engineering, won Best Student 
Presentation at the ASTM 31st National 
Symposium for her paper, “Analysis of Multiple 
Kinked and Branched Cracks in a Plate Follow
ing Paths along a Hexagonal Netork.”

Peter Velez‘01, won a 1999-2001 Morris K.
Udall Scholarship. The national Udall Scholar
ship Program honor Morris K. Udall’s legacy of 
public service and makes scholarship awards to 
outstanding sophomores and juniorswho intend 
to pursue careers in environmental public policy.

Lim
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Approximately 85 alumni enjoyed a
scrumptious breakfast compliments of 
The School of Civil and Environmental 

Engineering during Cornell Reunion 2000. The 
red and white striped class of ‘50 was the largest 
contingent with an impressive 15 alumni attend
ing the early morning event.

New this year was the addition of a live 
auction of five of the school’s surveying 
instruments and equipment. The auction raised 
money for the Instructional Lab Enhancement 
Initiative development efforts. The auction was 
quite successful and will be repeated next year at 
reunion 2001.

Alumni who were graduates of the CE 
Summer Survey Camp reminisced as they 
examined other instruments now on display in 
220 Hollister Hall.

1

Back for their 60th reunion, Monti Montanari, 
Malcom Wilcox, and Bill White.

Robert C. Camp (CE ‘59. MBA ‘60) author of 
three books on best practices and benchmarking 
is Principal of the Best Practice Institute(TM), 
based in Rochester, New York.

Chris DePuv (MEng ‘90) joined Bowman Capital 
as General Partner in February 2000. DePuy is 
specializing in expansion-stage venture capital.

Raymond D’Hollander (CE ‘80, MEng ‘81) was
appointed Chairperson of the ASCE Solid Waste 
Technical Committee.

Neal FitzSimons (CE ‘50) died March 23,2000 in 
Kensington, MD at the age of 72. FitzSimons 
was an ASCE Fellow and internationally 
renowned structural engineer.

Clinton C. Glass (CE ‘83) was promoted to Vice 
President of Centrex Rooney Construction 
Company, Inc.’s West Palm Beach Office.

Keith Kesner (MS ‘98), was recognized in the 
Multidisciplinary Center for Earthquake Engi
neering Research publication, Bulletin, Spring 
2000 issue. A current doctoral student, Kesner 
was spotlighted for his work with cementitious 
composite materials.

Pricilla Nelson (Ph.D. ‘83) was reappointed to 
the Nuclear Waste Technical Review Board. 
Nelson is Director of the Division of Civil and 
Mechanical Systems, for the Directorate for 
Engineering at the National Science Foundation.

K. D. Nichols (MS ‘33) died Monday February 
21, 2000 at a retirement home in Bethesda, MD. 
He was 92. Nichols was a leader in the early 
atomic age.

Carlos I. Pesquera (MS ‘81, Ph.D ‘84) former 
Secretary of the Puerto Rico Dept, of Transpor
tation and Public works is running for governor 
of the Caribbean Commonwealth.

David Zeke Rosenberg (CEE ’98) has been 
serving in the Peace Corp as an Environmental 
Awareness Education volunteer in Azraq, Jordan 
and is working on environmental education 
programs and a water-use conservation program.

Paul M. Teicholz (CE ‘59) was named in the 
August 30th issue of Engineering News Record 
as one of the Top People of the Past 125 Years 
for his work in information technology and 
construction.
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(Word continued from page 2)

Engineering program (noted also above). The 
challenges facing CEE professionals and 
educators are not only whether this approach 
should be formalized but also how it can be 
widely implemented. The School has reempha
sized its commitment to professional education 
in our strategic plan, and we promise to con
tinue to be a leading voice in this national 
debate.

All of us here in the School are eagerly 
anticipating the new academic year 2000-01. I n 
addition to the high priority we will continue to 
place on the recruitment of the best students, 
faculty, and staff, a number of other objectives 
and challenges will occupy us in the coming 
year. Chief among these are:
• The initiatives to improve laboratories for 
undergraduate instruction, as described on page 
8 of this issue.

• Revisions to our curricula and self-evaluation 
procedures to comply better with the new ABET 
EC 2000 performance-based accreditation 
criteria.
• Development and fostering of interdepart
mental teaching and research in such areas as 
systems engineering and environmental 
engineering.

As always, all of our Alumni and Friends 
are welcome to submit any ideas, comments, 
suggestions, or questions about these or other 
issues. Please feel free to contact me at 
jfa5@cornell.edu or at the mailing address of this 
newsletter.
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CEE has a fresh new look in cyberspace. A project that 
started out as a three month endeavor to spruce up 
CEE’s on-line image has blossomed into a year-long 

initiative to create a site that serves both internal and external 
internet constituents.

Important parts of the new site include improved site 
architecture, easy navigation, uniformity in faculty pages and a 
design that incorporates a healthy dose of white space. The 
site also effectively portrays civil and environmental engineer
ing as a sophisticated and evolving science full of challenges 
and choices.

CEE staffers hope to wrap up the web project this 
summer. When completed the site will be equiped with 
several user-friendly administrative tools to make updating 
important sections, such as faculty research, simple and 
improve the quality and timeliness of information being 
shared with the rest of the world.

Take a few minutes and visit the new site and let us 
know what you think. Comments can be sent to 
ceeweb @ cornel 1 .edu.
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