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DeFREES HYDRAULICS LABORATORY DEDICATED
June 4, 1984 was a joyous day in the history 
of the School of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering, for it marked the dedication of 
the DeFrees Hydraulics Laboratory. This new 
5000-square-foot facility is named in honor 
of Joseph H. DeFrees (CE '29). Prior to his 
death in July 1982, Mr. DeFrees had pledged 
his financial support for the new labora
tory. His support and the generous help of 
his wife, Barbara Baldwin DeFrees, along 
with major gifts from the Allegheny Valve 
Company, the Allegheny Coupling Company, 
Anne DeFrees, Charles DeFrees, Mrs. June 
(DeFrees) Heelan, and the DeFrees Founda
tion, enabled us to construct the labora
tory. It is especially appropriate that the 
DeFrees Hydraulics laboratory adjoins Hol
lister Hall, because Mr. DeFrees thought 
highly of his dear friend, Solomon Cady Hol
lister, who was dean of the College of Engi
neering from 1937 to 1959. Mr. DeFrees often 
expressed the wish that the new laboratory 
be a part of Hollister Hall.
Presiding at the dedication program was 
Thomas E. Everhart, dean of the College of 
Engineering. Speakers were Cornell Presi
dent Frank H. T. Rhodes; Richard N. White, 
director of the School of Civil and Environ
mental Engineering; Gerhard H. Jirka, asso
ciate professor of environmental engineering 
and one of the faculty members who will use 
the facility; and Mrs. DeFrees.
Subsequent gifts from the DeFrees family and 
a major grant from the National Science 
Foundation will be used to build some of the 
special equipment that will go into the lab
oratory. A 105-foot wave tank, an 80-foot 
hydraulic tilting flume, an 80-foot wind- 
water tunnel, and equipment for testing 
water quality will make it one of the best 
equipped facilities in the U.S. for advanced 
instruction and research on a wide variety 
of hydraulics and environmental problems.
Of particular concern to modern society are 
the problems of water quantity and quality. 
The lab will contribute to a better under-
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standing of how water moves through rivers, oceans and lakes, through the environment, and 
through groundwater aquifers; how water carries along materials (often harmful ones); and 
how these materials become diluted and dispersed and interact with sediments and with the 
atmosphere.
Water is an important carrier of energy, traditionally for the generation of hydroelectric 
power, but now, in the 1980s and beyond, in such applications as tidal power, wave power, 
and ocean-thermal-energy conversion. Tapping the potential of these sources will require 
considerable pioneering research, and it is particularly fitting that this research will 
be done in the DeFrees Laboratory. The laboratory will also aid in the study of the 
forces exerted on structures built at the water's edge or in the water— harbor and port 
facilities, offshore-oil-drilling structures, flood-control structures, and protective 
structures for coastal residential communities.
Joe DeFrees had a life-long interest in fluids— in fact, he made his mark by inventing, 
producing, and marketing valves and couplings for the handling and control of fluids. In 
this day of very sophisticated, computer-based engineering analysis, there is an important 
lesson to be learned from Joe DeFrees' approach to engineering. He had an exceptionally 
keen understanding of fluid flow and metal-manufacturing processes and was able, with a 
minimum of mathematics and only a slide rule, to produce superior designs that sold all 
over the world.
Joseph Hutton DeFrees was a remarkable man of many talents and interests. Perhaps we can 
best sum him up by quoting from the memorial plaque that now graces the entrance to the 
laboratory named in his honor; "Joseph H. DeFrees, 1905-1982, Civil Engineer— Class of 
1929, inventor, engineer, businessman, citizen of Warren, PA., humanitarian, benefactor, 
and a loyal and dedicated Cornellian. His vision and his generosity have provided us this 
hydraulics laboratory."
We hope that each of you will someday come back to Hollister Hall and take a tour through 
DeFrees Laboratory. We are still involved in final fund-raising efforts for the third 
major piece of equipment, as well as for instrumentation, but we hope to have everything 
completed by early or mid-1986.
NEW REMOTE SENSING UNIT TO BE HOUSED IN HOLLISTER HALL
In an effort to promote and facilitate applied research and the transfer of information on 
environmental remote sensing, we are in the process of establishing a new remote sensing 
unit to be housed in Hollister Hall. The Remote Sensing Program here in the CEE School, 
which has existed in its present form for more than a decade, will be combined with the 
Resource Information Laboratory from the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. The 
research and extension activities of these two separate units will be integrated and 
expanded under the administrative umbrella of the Center for Environmental Research, a 
University-wide organization which supports teaching, research, and public service on 
major environmental issues. The CER is also housed in Hollister Hall, under the direction 
of Professor Neil Orloff of our faculty.
Associate Professor Warren Philipson, with a joint appointment in agriculture and engi
neering, will lead the combined unit. Staff members will continue to offer regular 
University courses through the CEE School and through the Department of Agronomy, as well 
as offering non-degree training programs and participating in a wide variety of research 
projects and extension activities. Substantial activity in digital image-processing is 
anticipated. This will utilize special International Imaging System equipment tied into 
the CEE School's VAX-based computing center.



A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR
1983-84 was another outstanding year for the CEE School, with the dedication of the new 
Joseph H. DeFrees Hydraulics Laboratory topping the list of events. We are making major 
strides in upgrading our laboratory facilities, but considerable work remains to be done. 
We are renovating and modernizing facilities in environmental engineering, in geotechnical 
engineering, and in the concrete lab; and we have yet to see all the equipment in place in 
the DeFrees Lab. The budget for these projects approaches one million dollars, and this 
critically needed work will get done only if we are successful in raising funds from 
foundations, alumni, firms, and governmental agencies.
Our CEE computer center has had an extremely successful year. It is used mainly for re
search and graduate-student projects, with the undergrads using the College's Computer- 
Aided Design Instructional Facility (also located in Hollister Hall) as well as terminals 
connected to the University's central computing facility. This next fall we will see the 
widespread introduction of powerful personal computers for use by students. Four manufac
turers have special programs with Cornell to sell computers to us at deep discounts. So 
we are involved in a "revolution" that has many implications— mostly beneficial ones— and 
the very way we do engineering planning and design, as well as the production of plans and 
specs, is also undergoing a major transformation. It is an exciting time to be a civil 
engineer!
In recent months Dean Everhart invited two prominent civil engineers to serve on the 
College Advisory Council: Raymond Hodge '48 of TAMS, in Washington, DC, and Leslie Robert
son of Robertson Fowler and Associates in New York. We are delighted to have Ray and Les 
as members of this important group in the College.
We are sorry to announce that Dean Everhart is leaving Cornell to become chancellor of the 
University of Illinois at Urbana, in July 1984.
We thoroughly enjoy the increased contact with all of you, and we are delighted to hear 
from you often. Thanks for your great support in 1983-84; we hope to see many of you in 
Ithaca and also at the Cornell CEE reception to be held at the fall ASCE convention in San 
Francisco. Have a great summer.

Shi-Rui (Raymond) Wang (MCE '38) with 
Director R. N. White at the June 1983 CEE 
Alumni Breakfast. Mr. Wang is chief engi
neer for the China Road and Bridge Engineer
ing Company in Beijing. He stopped at 
Cornell for his 45th reunion on the way home 
from a large construction project in Africa.



FACULTY NEWS
We are delighted with the recognition that CEE faculty members 
have been receiving both here at Cornell and from national and 
international organizations.
Since our last newsletter, we have had two major changes in the 
administration of the School. Associate Professor Christine A.
Shoemaker became associate director in August 1983 after Associate 
Professor James J. Bisogni completed his term of office. Chris is 
an expert in pest management, water-resource systems, and mathe
matical ecology; she has been on the CEE faculty since 1972.
Professor Peter Gergely was named chairman of the Department of 
Structural Engineering in July 1983 and assumed these duties in 
January 1984 after returning from a sabbatical leave in Califor
nia, taken during the fall semester. Peter's research and teach
ing is concentrated in structural dynamics, earthquake engineer
ing, reinforced concrete, and shell structures. He has been a CEE 
faculty member since 1963. Professor Arthur H. Nilson completed 
his five-year term as chairman of the department in the spring of 
1983 and then continued as acting chairman during the fall term.
Several CEE faculty members were reappointed to administrative 
positions; Professor Walter Lynn to a second five-year term as di
rector of the Cornell Program on Science, Technology, and Society;
Professor Arnim H. Meyburg to two additional years as chairman of 
the Department of Environmental Engineering; and Professor Richard 
N. White to two additional years as director of the School. A new 
appointment is that of Professor Neil Orloff as director of the 
Center for Environmental Research.
Faculty promotions include the naming of Philip Liu and Teoman 
Pekoz as full professors, and Jery Stedinger as associate profes
sor with tenure. We also have two new emeritus professors— Ta 
Liang and George Lyon. Their Cornell careers are recounted in a 
separate story in this issue of UPDATE.
Professor Walter Lynn was named a Chapter Honor Member of Chi 
Epsilon in the spring of 1983, and Professor William McGuire was the keynote speaker at 
the spring 1984 meeting of the American Institute of Steel Construction in Tampa, where he 
talked on "Structural Engineering in the 1980s and Beyond."
The faculty garnered many Cornell teaching awards. Associate Professor Thomas D. O'Rourke 
was named Chi Epsilon Professor of the Year in 1983, and Professor Arnim H. Meyburg re
ceived the same honor in 1984. The Tau Beta Pi survey of excellence in teaching named Pro
fessor Floyd O. Slate the top CEE teacher in 1983-84; in the same college-wide poll Profes
sors Peter Gergely and John F. Abel were in the top ten percent of all college teachers, 
and Associate Professors Tom O'Rourke and Mark A. Turnquist were awarded honorable mention.
The previous year, Tau Beta Pi placed Professor Peter Gergely in the top five percent of 
the faculty in teaching excellence. Also in 1982-83, our Exxon Teaching Fellow, Kenneth C.
Hover, was named CEE Teacher of the Year by Chi Epsilon.
Professor Meyburg received the very prestigious U.S. Senior Scientist Prize from West 
Germany's Alexander von Humbolt Foundation. He is only the third person in the field of



We hope to see you at our seventh annual 
coffee and danish hour on Homecoming Saturday, 
October 27, 1984, at 9:00 to 11:00 a.m., in 
the John F. McManus Lounge, Hollister Hall.

transportation to receive this award, which will enable him to carry out a program of 
research and teaching in Germany beginning in mid-1985. The award program was inaugurated 
by the chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany in June 1972, to commemorate the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the inauguration of the U.S. aid program initiated by George 
Marshall. Its goals are to honor American scientists who have gained an international 
reputation and to promote the interchange of ideas between German and American research
ers. Professor Meyburg also received a Fulbright Award to lecture in Brazil.
Professor Emeritus Arthur J. McNair was named an honorary member of the American Society 
of Photogrammetry. He continues to teach surveying and photogrammetry at Texas A&M, and 
returns to Ithaca for short visits every summer. Art reports that his students at A&M, 
like those who worked with him at Cornell, are winning national prizes for their papers on 
photogrammetry.
Associate Professor Tom 0 1Rourke received the ASCE's Collingwood Prize in October, 1983 
for his paper, "Ground Movements Caused by Braced Excavations." Associate Professor Ger- 
hard Jirka received the ASCE's 1983 Walter Huber Research Prize for significant research 
contributions to the field of environmental fluid mechanics, particularly as it relates to 
heat disposal and ocean-thermal-energy-conversion techniques. Associate Professor Richard 
E. Schuler, who has been on leave with the New York Public Service Commission, was named 
"one of twelve stars of state government" by the Washington Monthly in the spring of 1983.
Associate Professors Anthony Ingraffea and Jery Stedinger were named Presidential Young 
Investigators in a new program supported by the National Science Foundation. This five- 
year award will enable them to pursue research without the normal proposal-writing effort. 
This year, only seventeen such awards (which can provide as much as $100,000 per year in 
research funds) were made to faculty members in civil engineering, and we are delighted 
that two of the recipients are in our School. Both Tony and Jery have been on sabbatical 
leave and will return to Ithaca this summer.
Christine Shoemaker has recently been appointed to the U.S. National Committee of the 
Scientific Council on Problems of the Environment (SCOPE). Although SCOPE is an inter
national organization, the U.S. National Committee is under the auspices of the Environ
mental Studies Board of the National Research Council. Chris has also been appointed to 
an expert panel for the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.
Two individuals who had very close ties to the CEE School are in the news again— Richard 
H. Gallagher and Donald F. Berth. Gallagher, who was formerly chairman of the Department 
of Structural Engineering, has accepted the position of vice-president and dean of the 
faculty at Worcester Polytechnic Institute, in Worcester, MA. He has served as dean of 
engineering at the University of Arizona for the past six years. Berth, former associate 
dean at Cornell, where he was the chief development officer for the College of Engineer
ing, is now vice-president for university relations at WPI. The two men join Cornell's 
former dean of engineering, Edmund T. Cranch, who is president of WPI. Soon we will be 
calling WPI "Cornell East"!
As we go to press with this issue of UPDATE, we are delighted to report that Kenneth C. 
Hover, our current Exxon Fellow in the Department of Structural Engineering, will be 
joining the CEE faculty as a new associate professor this coming September. Ken has his 
BS and MS in civil engineering from the University of Cincinnati, and has had nearly a 
decade of experience in design and construction. His special interests include all aspects 
of concrete construction and the corrosion of reinforcing steel. In addition to holding 
the Exxon fellowship at Cornell, he was awarded an American Concrete Institute Scholarship 
in 1982, and was voted Civil Engineering Teacher of the Year in 1983 by Chi Epsilon.



PROFESSORS LIANG AND LYON RETIRE FROM CEE SCHOOL
Professor Ta Liang, a pioneer in the use of aerial photo
graphs for landform analysis, retired from active teaching 
and research at the end of the present academic year. He 
has been on the Cornell faculty for nearly twenty-five 
years, and is well known to many alumni of the School of 
Civil and Environmental Engineering.
Ta was awarded a Bachelor of Engineering degree by Tsing 
Hua University in China in 1937, and an MCE and PhD by 
Cornell in 1948 and 1952, respectively. During World War 
II he was a senior engineer with the U.S. armed forces in 
the China-Burma-India theater, where he supervised the 
design and construction of roads, airports, and housing 
facilities. From 1950 to 1954, he was a research associate 
in civil engineering at Cornell, making major contribu
tions to the capacity to recognize geologic landforms and 
assess their engineering properties with aerial photo
graphs. After spending 1955 to 1957 as a senior soil-and- 
foundations engineer with the engineering firm of Tippets- 
Abbett-McCarthy-Stratton, he returned to Cornell to join 
the civil engineering faculty.
At Cornell, Professor Liang developed and taught courses 
in physical environment evaluation and aerial photographic 

studies, and he conducted and directed many remote-sensing research projects. He had lead 
roles in the Tropical Soils Airphoto Research Project, the Land Use and Resource Inventory 
of Puerto Rico, and the NASA-sponsored Program in Remote Sensing at Cornell. He also con
ducted consulting engineering and remote sensing investi
gations for private, government, and international agen
cies in more than forty countries around the world.
Ta and his wife, Daisy, will remain in Ithaca. He will 
continue his consulting activities and remain in close 
contact with the newly formed Cornell unit in remote sens
ing (see separate story).
Professor Emeritus George B. Lyon retired in January, 1984, 
after nearly thirty-seven years on the CEE faculty. There 
are many hundreds of Cornell CEE alumni who learned sur
veying and other topics from George, and many of you also 
know him quite well from your associations with him when 
he was assistant director of the CEE School.
George received his BS in civil engineering from the Uni
versity of Illinois in 1940, and his MS in hydraulics from 
the State University of Iowa in 1942. After a short period 
as junior engineer in the U.S. Engineer Department Hydrau
lic Laboratory in Iowa City, George served in the Pacific 
area as a surveyor and draftsman in the U.S. Army. He then 
worked for the Illinois State Water Survey and was an in
structor in civil engineering at the University of Minne
sota before joining the Cornell faculty in September 1947.

Lyon

Liang



If you are in need of a young engineer at the 
BS, MS, MEng, or PhD level, please let us know 
and we will publicize your needs here in 
Hollister Hall. Many of our students find 
employment through this informal recruiting 
mechanism.

His first activities at Cornell were in hydraulics, hydrology, and fluid mechanics, and 
gradually he became more involved in surveying and related areas, including the study of 
models for the analysis of leveling data obtained for detecting subsidence, and stereo
terrestrial photogrammetry. He also taught summer survey camps for Lehigh University and 
the University of Wisconsin.
George was assistant director of the CEE School from 1972 to 1981, with major responsibi
lities for the undergraduate program and the day-to-day operation of the school. He also 
served terms as secretary of the CEE faculty and the College of Engineering faculty. 
George continued teaching up to the time of his retirement, as well as writing the annual 
edition of the Kueffel and Esser Ephemeris.
George will live in Ithaca and maintain an association with the CEE School. Projects will 
include work on our extensive collection of antique surveying instruments and documents.
MASTER OF ENGINEERING (CIVIL) PROGRAM
The Master of Engineering (Civil) degree continues to be one of the most important com
ponents of our educational program at Cornell. However, special college-supplied finan
cial aid is decreasing each year, with funds available for 1985-86 dropping to less than 
half the 1983-84 level. This decrease in funding threatens to result in fewer students, 
and in young engineers who are less highly trained.
To overcome this trend, we are working to broaden and diversify our base of financial 
support for MEng (Civil) students. We urgently need support (or partial support) for one 
or more students per year from consulting firms, construction companies, or other agencies 
and industries. A new MEng internship program was formulated this year by the College of 
Engineering. This program normally involves a full year's work at the supporting company. 
Details are included in the enclosed announcement.
The New York firm of Robertson Fowler and Associates is participating in a less formal 
version of the internship program by helping to support a new Master of Engineering 
(Civil) student, Martin Hain, in 1984-85. Martin, who received his BS in civil engineer
ing from the University of Iowa in 1980, will be the first Robertson Fowler and Associates 
Fellow, and will work with the supporting firm in the summer of 1984.
Recently, we also received a bequest from Larry Maines (CE ’24) which will provide suffi
cient income for the modest support of one MEng student each year.
We are delighted to have these two new sources of support because they represent an 
encouraging start in expanding our MEng scholarship funds. We ask that other firms and 
individuals give serious consideration to helping the Cornell MEng (Civil) program by 
becoming involved in the internship program or in other support programs. We invite you 
to give us a call (R. N. White at 607/256-3690 or J. F. Abel at 607/256-7582) for more 
details or to discuss the many options open for support of the MEng program.

Remember that your contribution to the Cornell Fund can be earmarked for the College 
of Engineering or for a special school or department within the College. Previously, 
contributions to the Cornell Fund became part of an unrestricted resource for the 
University as a whole. While unrestricted gifts are still welcome, you may also 
designate a specific part of the University that you would like your gift to benefit. 
This means that you can support the School of Civil and Environmental Engineering and 
still have your contributions count toward your class total.



CORNELL'S A.S.C.E. STUDENT CHAPTER RATED TOPS IN U.S.
One of our most exciting news items of the past year is that our student chapter of the 
American Society of Civil Engineers won that organization's 1983 Robert Ridgway Award. 
This award, which is given annually, recognizes overall excellence, but certainly a 
primary reason for the Cornell chapter's success was the outstanding record of student 
involvement in major community service projects. The design and construction of the YMCA 
Pavilion in Treman Park in 1980-81 began this remarkable series of annual projects. The
1983 effort was the design and construction of a 180-foot-span suspension footbridge over
Fall Creek in the Cornell Plantations. The University assisted in the heavy-construction 
aspects of the project (reconstruction of anchorages and stringing of main cables), but 
our CEE students did everything else— design, planning, acquisition of materials, con
struction, and coordination of publicity and public relations.
Four CEE seniors were leaders in the bridge project: Bryan Clark (also president of the 
student chapter), Richard Crum, Mark Ehlen, and Douglas Neal. Professors Tony Ingraffea 
and William McGuire were technical consultants to the students, and Professor Jim Gossett
was faculty adviser to the student chapter during the year.
Under the leadership of Karyssa Britton, president of the student chapter in 1983-84, we 
have had another remarkably active year. The community service project was the design and 
construction of a play facility for the Ithaca YMCA. And we wish that you could see the 
170-page annual report of the student chapter put together by this year's officers— you 
would be intensely proud of the dedication and professionalism shown by our Cornell CEE 
students.

Bryan Clark and Doug Neal crossing the new Fall Creek suspension bridge, built as the 
1982-83 community service project of the Cornell student chapter of the ASCE.



Sophomore Leigh Jerrard loads his model 
bridge in the First Annual CEE School— ASCE 
Student Chapter Model Bridge Building 
Contest. The bridges were designed to carry 
two loads on a twenty-four-inch span, and 
were built from balsa wood and glue. 
Leigh's bridge was one of many excellent 
designs developed by undergraduates.

A number of our undergraduates received special recognition at the end of the 1982-83 
school year, and again this spring. Winners of the Fuertes Undergraduate Medal for the 
highest scholastic standing were Keith Loo (1983) and Andre Lamontagne (1984). The Ithaca 
Section ASCE Student Merit Award winners were Ellen Birkhimer (1983) and Andre Lamontagne 
(1984), and the Ithaca Section ASCE Student Service Awards went to Bryan Clark (1983) and 
Karyssa Britton (1984). The MOLES (members of a construction-oriented organization in New 
York City) also give an annual award to a student showing outstanding promise of personal 
development leading to a career in construction, and this award was shared in 1983 by the 
four bridge-project leaders named above. In 1984 it was awarded to Tom Zieman.

A SPECIAL PROJECT IN HONOR OF SOLOMON CADY HOLLISTER
The director of University Archives has recommended that a high priority be set on obtain
ing funds to facilitate the preservation and use of the papers of Solomon Cady Hollister. 
These papers document the development of Hollister's philosophy of education and the 
impact of that philosophy on the content of higher education in the United States.
When the history of the College of Engineering is written, the Hollister papers will be a 
key source for investigating such matters as how the resources to build the new College 
were assembled, how the content of the curriculum was determined, and how negotiations 
with the central administration proceeded concerning space for the new campus and the 
allocation of authority for various kinds of decisions within the University hierarchy.
The Hollister papers rank with the top two collections of papers by scholar-administrators 
in the Cornell University Archives. Because of Hollister's breadth of vision, his capaci
ty to organize resources in support of this vision, and the wealth of evidence on the con
nections between means and ends, his papers are comparable to those of Andrew D. White and 
Liberty Hyde Bailey.
The process of organizing the Hollister papers should result in a catalog about 1,100 
pages long, which would be placed in selected units of the Cornell University Library. A 
small brochure for wider distribution would contain a general description of the papers.
The cost of providing for the physical preservation of the file folders and boxes as well 
as the indexing and storage of this information would come to about $25,000. This figure 
may seem high, but the result would be an invaluable resource for alumni, educators, and 
administrators in higher education.
If you would like more information, please contact Mary F. Berens, Director of Public 
Affairs, 253 Carpenter Hall, Ithaca, NY 14853.



ALUMNI UPDATE
Notes from graduates of the School of Civil and Environmental Engineering 
Cornell University Hollister Hall Ithaca, NY 14853

Alfonso Corredor (PhD ’73) is now chairman of the Department of Civil Engineering at the 
University of Bogota. He moved to this position from Consultores en Ingenieria, in 
Bogota.

John W. Coulter (MS '76) is the assistant director of applications, maintenance, and 
support for Amtrak, in Washington, DC.

Larry Quillian (MS 'll) left the U.S. Department of Transporation to join Ernst and 
Whinney, an accounting and management firm in Washington, DC.

Siu-Ming Siu (PhD ’80) has joined EBS, Inc., a microcomputer firm in Houston.
Thomas Adler (BS '71) has been promoted to associate professor, Thayer School of Engineer

ing, Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH.
Rolando Garcia-Pacheco (PhD '75) was promoted to assistant to the secretary, Department of 

Transportation and Public Works, San Juan, PR.
John Attannucci (BS 'll) is senior director of passenger transportation, Multisystems, 

Inc., Cambridge, MA.
Neville Parker (PhD '71) is chairman, Department of Civil Engineering, Howard University, 

Washington, DC.
Costis Toregas (PhD '71) is vice-president, Public Technology, Inc., Washington, DC.
Harold Evensky (BCE '65, MS ’67) is vice-president for investments at Drexel Buhrman 

Lambert Incorporated, in Miami, FL.
Robert E, Fitzner (BCE *52) has joined Harza Engineering Company as vice-president with 

responsibilities in project management and business development in South America.
Clifford T. Argue (BCE '64, MEng '66) is now assistant vice-president for properties and 

facilities at Alaska Airlines, based at the company's corporate headquarters in 
Seattle, WA.

Saw-Teen See (BS 'll, MEng 'IQ) and William Faschan (BS 'll, MEng '78) participated this 
year in our Master of Engineering design project for structural and geotechnical 
engineering students— along with Leslie Robertson, who has been so active with Cornell 

engineering during the past five years that we are about to make him an honorary 
alumnus! Robertson Fowler and Associates are working with I. M. Pei on the design of 
the new Bank of China Building in Hong Kong, and our students had the opportunity of 
working on this exciting project in their MEng design courses.

Susan Wyler (BS '82, MEng '83) and Bryan Clark (BS '83), two of our Cornell ASCE Student 
Chapter presidents from recent years, were married here in Ithaca on June 16. Susan

Les Robertson (left) meeting 
with the Master of Engineering 
(Civil) design group that 
worked on the Bank of China 
Building in Hong Kong.



Please send us news items about your 
activities. We are always interested in 
hearing from CEE School alums.

works for Turner Construction Company in New York, and Bryan has just accepted a job 
with Urban Foundation Company, Inc., of New York.

Daniel Pei (BS '79, MEng ’80) has started a PhD program at the University of Seattle.
Robert Halverson (BS ’74), a partner in Skidmore Owings and Merrill, of Houston, TX,

helped organize a very successful Cornell CE Alumni Reception at the Plaza Club in 
Houston at the time of the ASCE Annual Convention. A highlight of the reception, which 
was attended by more than 50 alums and friends, was a celebration of the conferring of 
the Ridgway Award on our Student Chapter for being number one in the country in 1983. 
The next national reception is scheduled to be held during the ASCE meeting in San 
Francisco in October, 1984.

Steven J. Benjamin (BS '80, MEng '81), is in the Corporate and Strategic Planning Divi
sion of Emery Worldwide, Wilton, CT.

Kuo-Ann Chiao (MS ’83) works with the Planning and Research Bureau (Urban Transportation 
Planning Section) of the New York State Department of Transportation, in Albany, NY.

Jean-Francois Hulet (PhD '80) is in the International Sales Engineering Division of 
Douglas Aircraft Company, Long Beach, CA.

William C. Jordan (PhD ’82) recently became associated with the Transportation and Traffic 
Science Division of General Motors Research Laboratories, Warren, MI.

Charles M. Pell (PhD '84) has returned to The MVA Consultancy, London, England, the firm 
he worked with before coming to Cornell for his doctoral studies.

Stephen G. Ritchie (PhD ’83) accepted the position of assistant professor (transportation 
engineering), Department of Civil Engineering, University of Washington, Seattle, WA.

Carol A. Schweiger (MS ’80) is with the Transportation Systems Group of the Dynamics 
Research Corporation, Wilmington, MA.

Albert T. Stoddard (PhD ’84) is a new assistant professor (transportation engineering) at 
the School of Engineering, University of Alaska, Anchorage, AK.

Douglas H. Merkle (BCE '57, MS ’59) is the technical director of Applied Research Associ
ates, in Albuquerque, NM. His son, Andy, is a sophomore in engineering at Cornell.

Herbert Moore (CE ’27) has written to us about his interest in the current construction of 
the new Ithaca sewage treatment plant. He and Lawrence E. Peterson (BCE ’42) are the 
principals of Moore & Peterson, Consulting Engineers, in Milwaukee, WI.

Richard M. Doherty (BS '73, MEng 77) has established his own consulting firm in the fields 
of civil, structural, and geotechnical engineering in Burlington, VT.

Victor E. Saouma (MEng 77, PhD ’80) has accepted a position on the faculty in civil
engineering and architectural engineering at the University of Colorado in Boulder, CO.

Charles J. Calotta II (BS '76, MEng 'll) is chief structural engineer in the Boston office 
of Lev Zetlin Associates, Inc., Engineers and Designers.

James J. O'Brien (BCE ’51), chief executive officer of O'Brien-Kreitzberg & Associates, 
Inc., of Cherry Hill, NJ, received an award from the Project Management Institute in 
October, 1983.

Robert H. Nagel (CE '39) was honored by the Cornell Chapter of Tau Beta Pi this spring in 
a ceremony at which a commemorative plaque inscribed to Nagel was unveiled. The plaque 
is part of a Tau Beta Pi display in the ground-floor Carpenter Hall lobby. Nagel spent 
thirty-five years as secretary-treasurer of Tau Beta Pi before retiring in 1982.

Henry Yang (PhD '69) is the new dean of the Schools of Engineering at Purdue University.
We were saddened to learn of the death of Walter H. Fei (MCE '37 or '38), a high-ranking
member of the Taiwan Cabinet, in a bus accident in Taipei in February 1984.
Walter LeRoy Saunders (CE '17), an official of Waverly Taylor, Inc., real estate develop
ers in the Washington area, from 1920 until he retired in 1965, died of a heart ailment in
March 1983 at the Carol Woods retirement community in Chapel Hill, NC.



1956 CEE FACULTY MEMBERS
In 1983 we ran a photo of the CE faculty members in 1956 and asked you to identify them. 
We had responses from Tom Sills '56, Dan Morris '44, John Merkle '62, Richard Spiro '59, 
Jim Spencer '51, Meir Sofair '42, John Holton '57, Art Nilson '56, and Ethel Bates (former 
CEE School secretary now working in the Engineering Records Office). And the winner is: 
John Merkle, who is receiving a pair of Cornell mugs for successfully identifying all 
thirty-one faculty members. Art Nilson and George Lyon were close runners-up, and Dan 
Morris, Ethel Bates, and Jim Spencer all had at least twenty correct answers. Thanks to 
everyone for participating.
From left to right and front to back, the faculty are:
Row 1
Ernest William Schoder, Hydraulics
Charles Leopold Walker, Sanitary Engineering
Samuel Latimer Boothroyd, Astronomy
Walter L. Conwell, Highway Engineering
Solomon Cady Hollister, Dean
Paul Halliday Underwood, Surveying
Carl Crandall, Surveying
Romeyn Y. Thatcher, Surveying
Row 2
Nephi Albert Christensen, Director
Andre L. Jorissen, Hydraulics
Taylor D. Lewis, Highway Engineering
John G. Gebhard, Construction
Fred J. Spry, Surveying
Herbert T. Jenkins, Engineering Drawing
Benjamin K. Hough, Soil Mechanics
George Winter, Structures
Howard Merrill Gifft, Sanitary Engineering
Row S
Sidney A. Guralnick, Structures
Arthur H. Nilson, Structures
George B. Lyon, Hydraulics and Surveying
Arthur J. McNair, Photogrammetry and Surveying
Charles D. Gates, Sanitary Engineering
Marvin Bogema, Hydraulics
William L. Hewitt, Engineering Drawing
Row 4
Paul G. Mayer, Hydraulics 
Richard E. Mason, Structures 
Henry L. Sujata, (not known)
Raymond W. Labell, Structures 
Robert J. Brungraber, Structures 
Theodore A. Cheney, Air Photo Interpretation 
Calvin W. Tooles, Surveying
If you don't have your 1983 UPDATE and would like another copy of the photo, please drop 
us a line.


