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A Note
from We Dean



These pages have been put together to help you get 
a sense of the sp irit of the College of Arts and 
Sciences at Cornell as well as to give you some 
useful information. They have been written from  the 
points of view of the facu lty and of the students and 
are in tended as an in troduction to the college. O ther 
more formal docum ents list course offerings, define 
majors, outline d istribu tion requirem ents, and so on. 
But for the moment our concern is to give you a 
broader and more informal view of the college.

To begin at the beginning, I w ill say a word about the 
adm ission process. W hether you apply to be 
adm itted as a freshman, transfer, special, or part-tim e 
student, you will have a thorough review by an 
experienced selection com m ittee. Com puters do not 
make adm ission decis ions at Cornell; com m ittees 
com posed of adm ission officers, academ ic advisers, 
and faculty spend m onths reviewing all the 
information subm itted. Each application is reviewed 
system atica lly and thoroughly until a final decis ion is 
reached, often after the third or fourth review. There is 
no m agic form ula for adm ission to a co llege as 
com petitive as this one. Each year we have nearly 
seven thousand app lican ts for a freshm an class of 
about nine hundred students.

Most of the app lican ts  have the potential to succeed 
if they work hard once they are adm itted. Therefore, 
while we stress past academ ic achievem ent in the 
selection process, we also look for personal qualities 
and specia l talents. We hope to se lect peop le who 
will be ab le to take full advantage of the opportun ities 
at Cornell and will also contribu te to the University. 
Should you be accep ted  for adm ission, you will know 
that we believe you have the personal and academ ic 
abilities necessary to take advantage of a Cornell 
education.

O nce at Cornell, you may find the available resources 
a little overwhelm ing. The num ber of courses offered 
and the variety of m ajors and concen tra tions are 
considerab le , and freedom  of cho ice  itself will 
im pose responsib ilities. At the sam e tim e you will be 
part of an institution w ith one of the great university 
lib rary system s in the country, and you will have 
unusual opportun ities to en joy concerts, plays, films, 
and art exhib its. You will also find that your in te llectual



growth and m aturing will take place not only in the 
c lassroom  but with newfound friends, fe llow  students 
from  many backgrounds, from every region of the 
United States, and, indeed, from many parts of the 
world.

One more word if you are th inking about Cornell:
We are only too aware that the costs of a Cornell 
education can be extrem ely heavy. For this reason, 
the University is com m itted to assisting its students in 
m eeting those costs through scholarships, loans, and 
part-tim e em ploym ent. Based on financia l need, 
assistance is aw arded by the O ffice of F inancial Aid 
to students who have been selected for adm ission to 
the college. Financial aid app lica tions are reviewed 
separate ly from app lica tions for adm ission; 
adm ission decis ions are in no way affected by 
financial need.

Should you have any questions or observations 
about the adm ission process, please w rite to the 
D irector of Adm issions, College of Arts and Sciences, 
Cornell University, 150 Rockefeller Flail, Ithaca, New 
York 14853, or call 607/256-4833 .

Meanwhile, I hope that the pages you are about to 
read will prove helpfu l to you and will convey som e of 
the flavor of the college. Needless to say, no 
docum ent can do that as well as a visit. If you have a 
chance to visit us, you will find a warm welcom e.

Alain Seznec, Dean 
College of Arts and Sciences





Getting a Sense 
of the Place



In the words of historian Carl Becker, Cornell 
University is “ the most centra lly isolated p lace in the 
w o rld .” Indeed it is, and happ ily  so.

We are located in a rural section of upstate New York, 
in the beautifu l F inger Lakes area, where you find 
som e of the loveliest hills and the most de lic ious 
grapes in this part of the country. We love the clean 
air, the sensational gorges and waterfalls, the qu ie t 
and expansive parks, the fam ily farms, and of course 
Cayuga Lake.

There is an unusual sense of com m unity here. People 
band together to restore a landm ark hotel, converting 
it into a museum . They refurbish an old airp lane 
hangar and use it for in tercollege and com m unity 
perform ances. The Friends of the Tompkins County 
L ibrary organize a book sale each year, which 
amounts to an enorm ous book exchange. And 
Ithacans deba te  incessantly the problem s of pub lic  
education, the traffic congestion caused by an 
“oc topus” of converg ing  avenues, and the infam ous 
weather. (By the month of M arch many are ready to 
trade in the ir skis for a qu ick  trip  to F lorida.)

And yet Cornell is cosm opolitan in its isolation.
Merely g lance at the names of Ithaca’s restaurants: 
L’Auberge du Cochon Rouge, Souvlaki House, Utage, 
Peking. Stroll along the streets and paths of the 
University and you will see faces representing every 
cultural, ethnic, and national background . And 
Cornell facu lty m em bers are involved in research that 
literally spans the cosm os. They operate the w o rld ’s 
largest radar-rad io  te lescope and the w o rld ’s 
highest-energy electron synchrotron. They are 
involved in every area of human need and endeavor: 
from the design of p lanetary probes to Jup ite r to the 
analysis of po licym aking in industria l societies; from

the defin itive ed ition of the papers of Lafayette to the 
w riting of a best-se lling novel: from the study of an 
archaeo log ica l site in Turkey to the record ing of all 
M ozart’s sym phonies, using e igh teen th -centu ry 
instrum ents and contem poraneous m ethods of 
perform ance: from experim ental work in recom binant 
DNA to the deve lopm ent of new subm icron 
techn iques that are basic to com pute r technology.

No w onder som e students never leave the 
com m unity. One sees them  year after year, into the ir 
late twenties, approach ing  the ir class's tenth reunion. 
What are they do ing? "L iv ing in Ithaca” — as though 
that exp la ins everyth ing.

My fam ily thought 
a big school 
w ould be very  
im personal, but it 
hasn’t been that 
way at all.

Student
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The College of Arts and Sciences is the largest 
co llege  at Cornell. Its bu ild ings are the orig inal ones 
of the University. They surround a quadrang le , one of 
the largest co llege quadrang les anywhere — acres of 
lawn crisscrossed by paths. A lthough som e of the old 
bu ild ings have been rep laced by m odern ones, the 
cha racte r of the quad has been preserved, and this 
is what m ost people think of when they rem em ber the 
arts co llege (for that is what everyone ca lls it). Except 
for the worst of w inter days, when one ’s business is to 
get across it as fast as possib le, the quad is a casual 
and en livening place, filled with d iverse activity. In 
good weather people study or read for p leasure or 
sunbathe; some classes move outside to settle under 
the trees; there is always a Frisbee being thrown.

From opposite  s ides of the quad two austere-looking 
gentlem en gaze at each other and all those who pass 
by: Ezra Cornell and Andrew  Dickson White, the two 
men who founded and shaped the University.

Ezra Cornell, whose shorthorn bulls used to graze on 
what is now the Arts Quad, was a practica l man of 
the nineteenth century who turned his hand to various 
enterprises: he was a farmer, carpenter, potter, 
engineer, businessm an, and pioneer in te legraph 
systems. He was also a tough-m inded  idealist and a 
visionary bu ilder who wanted to establish a great 
university where people would learn to solve all kinds 
of problem s, both local and global. His ph ilosophy is 
reflected in the University’s motto: ” 1 would found an 
institution where any person can find instruction in 
any study."

A ndrew  Dickson White, the University's first 
president, was a scholar, professor, dip lom at, 
statesman, and w orld traveler. A man of great 
inte llect, he wrote passionate ly about sc ience and

relig ion, de livered brilliant lectures in search of a 
ph ilosophy of history, and ga thered som e of the finest 
co llec tions of books and m anuscrip ts  ava ilab le  at that 
tim e. He, too, wanted to establish a great university 
that not only preserved and transm itted  know ledge 
but sought to increase it, in the arts as well as in the 
sciences.

The College of Arts and Sciences is sm all enough to 
be a kind of ne ighborhood having its own identity, but 
its students can exp lore as they will and take full 
advan tage of the University's vast resources, which 
have surely surpassed the expecta tions of its 
founders.

t  s
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An Arts College 
Education



W hat makes an educa ted person? Is it the fulfillm ent 
o f requirem ents p rescribed  for all students en tering a 
university? Is it the observance of a core curricu lum ? 
At Cornell there are at least as many views of 
undergradua te  educa tion as there are undergradua te  
co lleges at Cornell, each one em phasizing p rinc ip les 
and gu ide lines that can help a student gain a sound 
undergraduate education . And if you ask facu lty 
m em bers and students in the arts co llege what 
makes an educa ted person, you will find many 
d ifferent answers there as well.

There is, however, a consensus that arts co llege 
students have the opportun ity  to increase their 
understand ing of them selves and the world in which 
they live; to develop an attitude toward learn ing that 
ca lls for im agination, initiative, and se lf-d isc ip line; to 
acquire  a broad range of in te llectual interests in 
which they can perce ive fruitful relationships; to 
becom e fam iliar with im portant thinkers who have 
shaped our civilization; and to pursue know ledge with 
a concern for the im provem ent of the human 
condition.

The Faculty
A talented and ded ica ted  facu lty is a most im portant 
elem ent of an arts co llege education. People 
unfam iliar with Cornell som etim es have a 
m isconception about the role of the faculty. They think 
of them as experts in narrow fie lds who teach one 
course to graduate students and spend m ost of the ir 
tim e in research or consulting or on television. 
Corne ll’s facu lty does not fit this stereotype. Leading 
experts in a num ber of fie lds teach in troductory 
courses, and these courses have more v ita lity  when 
they are taught by som eone who is spend ing  a great

deal of tim e thinking, research ing, and w riting about 
the field. The prob lem s and perp lex ities involved in 
ga in ing  new know ledge enter the classroom , and 
students have opportun ities to work with the ir 
pro fessors on research p ro jects  and to d iscuss, both 
form ally and informally, current research and the 
pro fessors ’ part in it.

The Students
An im portant consequence  o f having a facu lty  of this 
cha racte r is that we attract brigh t and in teresting 
students as well as v is iting scho lars and professors 
from  other institutions. This is som eth ing else fo r you 
to consider. It is rare indeed to find so diverse and 
in teresting a g roup  of scho lars — facu lty and 
students — gathered in a sing le place. The m yriad of 
spontaneous and unplanned opportun ities for 
in teraction am ong them  is a great advantage of an 
education at Cornell.

The Facilities
The library system  is the heart of the University. 
Cornell has two centra l libraries and an extensive 
system  of college, school, and departm ent libraries. 
Its ho ld ings of more than four m illion volum es p lace it 
am ong the ten largest academ ic  libraries in the 
country; many thousands of volum es are added each 
year. The two libraries every student gets to know — 
Olin and Uris — stand side by s ide at the south end of 
the Arts Quad.

Uris is a m odel undergradua te  library; its high 
ce ilings and its arches, stairways, and firep laces 
preserve its orig ina l character, while rem odeling has

W hen I cam e to 
Cornell, I thought I 
wanted to  be an 
engineer, and I had 
a four-year NROTC  
scholarship. In 
my first year I 
transferred to  arts. 
A liberally  
educated  officer 
is not an
anachronism  in the  
m odern navy; a 
philosophy m ajor 
belongs  in the real 
world.

Student
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provided m arvelous spaces that make study at once 
profitable and enjoyable. Anyone who wants to read 
or write can find a suitable, almost a personal, p lace 
for it in Uris. Uris brings students and books as 
closely together as possib le; the bookstacks are 
open. A suite of listening rooms houses a large 
collection of records and tapes of poetry, drama, 
fiction, and other m aterial in the spoken arts.

The John M. Olin Library, one of the country ’s major 
research libraries, with a capac ity  of 2.5 million 
volumes, is the capstone of the system. The first floor 
contains many services for undergraduates.

O ther essentia l facilities for teaching and scho la rsh ip  
are the laboratories in the sc ience departm ents. Here 
Cornell has des igned  space  for every use, from  the 
freshm an in troducto ry courses to the advanced 
research pro jects of the faculty. The D epartm ent of 
Chem istry recently com ple ted a series of m odule 
laboratories, each designed for som e twenty students 
and arranged to foster a close re lationship between 
facu lty and students in recita tions and experim enta l 
work. The Division of B io logica l Sciences has more 
than twenty-five laboratories in all, inc lud ing  some 
reserved for specia l undergradua te purposes — a 
“ b io log ica l d iscove ry ” lab for forty-five advanced 
placem ent students each term, for exam ple, and an 
autotutorial lab in an in troductory b io logy course.

In addition, m any specia l facilities are scattered 
across the cam pus. There are at least five theaters, 
ranging from  large, traditional structures to 
small, in tim ately des igned  spaces used prim arily 
for w orkshop and experim ental perform ances.
There are also music p ractice  rooms, film -processing 
rooms, and innum erable other spec ia l-purpose 
spaces.

V v
It w ould be hard to  
argue that the  
study of, say, 
W ordsw orth is 
useful. We study  
him, G reek history, 
the ceiling  of the  
Sistine Chapel, 
to deepen our 
understanding of 
the achievem ents  
of the hum an spirit, 
with the hope that 
th is understanding  
w ill help us reach  
higher, feel m ore  
intensely, and 
participate m ore  
fully in the w orld  
w e shape — as we  
are shaped by it. 
That's a large  
assignm ent, but 
intangible, and  
hard to pin down  
as useful.

Professor
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Designing a 
Program



Freedom with responsib ility  has been the hallm ark of 
Cornell s ince its early days. When the University was 
founded, in the nineteenth century, it was fam ous (or 
notorious, depend ing  on one's attitude about these 
th ings) for insisting on the e lective system of 
undergraduate education. The student's initiative, 
greatly  cherished then, remains a vital com ponent of 
an education at Cornell.

A lthough there is no academ ic program  that all 
students must follow, the arts co llege facu lty believes 
there should be a recogn izab le pattern to each 
student’s education. That pattern includes fam iliarity 
with several d ifferent m odes of thought: the physica l 
sc iences ’ exam ination of the natural world; the social 
sc iences ’ study of human behavior and historical 
process; and the achievem ents of in te llect and 
im agination, inc lud ing the princ ip les and 
pred icam ents from  which they developed, that are 
the focus of the hum anities and the expressive arts.
By th inking carefu lly and w riting frequently about 
these matters, students develop the power of creative 
th inking and the ability to speak and write well. These 
skills are fundam ental to exce llence in every career.

Distribution Requirements
To accom plish  these ob jectives, the co llege  asks its 
students to take two related courses in four areas: 
the physica l or b io log ica l sciences; the socia l 
sciences or history; the hum anities or the expressive 
arts; and m athem atics. Students may rep lace 
m athem atics with two courses in a sub ject not used 
to fulfill a requirem ent in any of the other three areas.

There are hundreds of courses offered in over thirty 
departm ents; no student need ever take a course 
sim ply to fill a requirem ent. Perhaps nothing offered 
in a given area seem s appropria te  to the program  
you are deve lop ing , but the tim e will com e when you 
will recogn ize som e courses in that area that can 
make a de c ided  con tribu tion  to your program .

Foreign Language Study
Foreign language study is also essentia l to the 
process o f d iscovery that is a liberal education . It 
prov ides another entrance to a la rger w orld  — in the 
obvious sense and in term s of cultura l perspective. It 
affords a way of recogn iz ing the arb itrariness of those 
thought and language patterns of English that we 
often take for g ranted as fixed realities. The co llege 
requires com m and of one language or bas ic  tra in ing 
in two.

The Freshman Year
Most freshm en take four or five courses a term  — nine 
o r ten a year. Two of these are Freshm an Seminars; 
another is p robab ly  in a fore ign language; the rest 
are e lectives. It is im portant to d is tribu te  one's 
cho ices so as to ga in experience  in d iffe rent areas 
of study.

The Freshm an Sem inar Program  ensures that 
incom ing students experience small, inform al 
classes. There are over fifty courses from  which to 
choose, offered by over a dozen departm ents  in the 
hum anities, the expressive arts, and the socia l 
sciences. They offer students a chance  to p ractice  
w riting English prose. Some of these courses are



It’s a good feeling  
w hen a professor 
says, “ Your 
find ings may 
contrad ict every
th ing  I’ve to ld you, 
and th a t’s all right. 
We d o n ’t know so 
m u ch .”

Student

devo ted  alm ost entirely to w riting. During Orientation 
Week you may, if you want, have your w riting 
eva luated to help you de c id e  w h ich  kind of sem inar 
to choose.

Freshm an classes range from  fifteen o r twenty in a 
Freshm an Sem inar or a language course to several 
hundred in an in troducto ry course in the physica l or 
socia l sciences. The value of small, inform al courses 
is w ide ly  recogn ized , but the lecture system  is 
equa lly  im portant at Cornell, for it is an effective  way 
of com m unica ting  the m aterial in certa in  subjects. 
Cornell has always had a trad ition of fam ous lecturers 
on the faculty. Many large courses m eet tw ice a week 
in the lecture hall and then d iv ide  into d iscussion 
sections for the th ird hour.

Both the quality and the am ount of work dem anded of 
Cornell students is high, and it is the rare freshm an 
who does not feel m oved up to a h igher level of 
educa tion  upon arriving. But it is the even rarer 
freshm an who runs into academ ic  failure. Students 
adm itted to the arts co llege have the in te lligence to 
pass the ir courses — the m atter is as s im ple as that.

Majors and Concentrations
In the ir last two years students devote roughly half 
the ir tim e to acqu iring  com petence  in a major 
sub ject. The cho ice  of a m ajor is not necessarily  the 
cho ice  of a life tim e’s occupa tion . By se lecting a field 
of pa rticu la r interest and bring ing to bear the 
full extent of the ir im agination and in te llect on 
som eth ing they care about, students deve lop  critica l 
skills and habits of m ind that have w ide-rang ing 
app lica tions.

A lm ost all the departm ents offer m ajor program s, and 
there are also a num ber of in te rdepartm enta l majors. 
They are not at all narrow. For exam ple, C lassics is 
concerned with language and literature as well as 
w ith ancient history, philosophy, art, and archaeology; 
governm ent involves po litica l sc ience as well as 
econom ics, philosophy, psychology, and sociology; 
physics offers a program  of intense and 
soph istica ted preparation for a profession as well as 
a general program  for the prem ed ica l student, the 
future high school sc ience teacher, or the person who 
wants a liberal education with a concentra tion in a 
bas ic  science. Students may m ajor in:

A fricans studies 
Am erican studies 
A nthropo logy 
A rchaeo logy 
Asian studies 
B io logica l sciences 
Bio logy and society 
Chem istry 
C lassics
Com parative literature
Com puter sc ience
Dance
Econom ics
English
French
G eolog ica l sciences 
German
German area stud ies
G overnm ent
Greek
History
History of art
Italian

18



Latin
L inguistics
M athem atics
Music
Near Eastern studies
Philosophy
Physics
Psychology
Romance studies
Russian
Russian and Soviet studies
Social relations
Sociology
Spanish
Theatre arts

There are also areas of concentra tion and specia l 
program s, including:

Ancient M editerranean studies
Astronom y
Biochem istry
Botany
Chinese
E co logy system atics and evolution
G enetics and developm ent
Human biology
International studies
Japanese
Jew ish studies
Latin Am erican studies
Law and society
Medieval studies
N eurobio logy and behavior
Physical b iology
Physiology
Population studies
Religious studies

Science, technology, and society 
Social psycho logy 
Southeast Asian studies 
Urban stud ies 
W omen's studies

Requirements for Graduation
Students m ust earn 120 cred its  to graduate  from the 
arts college; that is, four or five courses a sem ester 
for four years. Of those cred its , 100 must be earned 
in the arts college. About half of these are free 
e lectives — outside the d is tribu tion  and major 
requirem ents. Any num ber of add itiona l courses may 
be taken ou ts ide  the college; students som etim es 
take this opportun ity  to ga in practica l tra in ing in other 
div is ions of the University.

Transfer students must earn at least 120 credits, 
inc lud ing  cred its  transferred from the other college. 
No more than sixty transfer c red its  may be app lied  
tow ard the degree.

You w on ’t find  
teachers w ho give  
you little projects  
fo r research when  
they already know  
the answer. We are 
not interested in 
m aking busyw ork.

Professor
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College Scholars
The College Scholar Program perm its forty especia lly  
ab le freshm en whose interests and talents do  not fit 
easily into the usual departm enta l majors to plan the ir 
own curricu la  with the he lp of a board of advisers.
The program  is particu larly appea ling  to the student 
who would like to com b ine  different d isc ip lines into 
a coherent plan of study or to com bine d ispara te  
interests (such as m athem atics and one of the 
perform ing arts).

Independent Majors
Some students have an interest that cannot be 
pursued within an estab lished major. They may plan, 
w ith the help of the ir facu lty  adviser, an independent 
major that inc ludes courses from  several 
departm ents. All such program s must be approved 
by a com m ittee of facu lty advisers, which also 
reviews the studen ts ’ progress toward graduation.

Undergraduate Research
The U ndergradua te Research Program enab les 
students to pa rtic ipa te  in research pro jects of facu lty 
m em bers and to earn cred it for their work. The 
program  em phasizes not what students will 
contribu te to the research but what they will learn 
from  it. In deve lop ing a relationship with one facu lty 
member, a student observes scholarly life firsthand 
and learns what a career in scho larsh ip  m ight be like. 
The program  is most appropria te  for juniors 
and seniors.

The incredible  
thing about Cornell 
— about any  
college, fo r that 
matter, but I've  
noticed it m ore  
here — is the  
freedom . You can 
stay up all hours, 
eat w hatever you  
w ant or not eat.
You can sleep late  
and skip classes. 
T hat’s all new.
It’s exciting and a 
bit scary. But 
there 's also the  
exhilarating  
freedom  of 
intellectual inquiry. 
You can study w hat 
you want, w rite  
w hat you want, 
and, most 
importantly, th ink  
w hat you want. 
W hat a thrilling  
experience.

Professor
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Independent Study
Students who w ant to pursue interests not treated in 
regularly schedu led  courses can devise the ir own 
independent study courses. A faculty member, who 
becom es the s tuden t’s advise r for the course, must 
approve the s tuden t’s plan of study.

Preprofessional Study
The breadth and depth  afforded by a liberal arts 
education are invaluable for those who plan m edica l 
careers, whether they intend to practice  or to go into 
m edica l research. Such tra in ing has a profound 
e ffect upon a do c to r’s usefulness and affords the 
flexib ility  of m ind needed for major research 
undertakings. While m edica l and dental schools do 
not require a particu lar m ajor course of study in 
undergraduate school, they do require that certain 
undergraduate courses be com ple ted. Students 
interested in m edica l careers are urged to visit the 
arts co llege ’s A cadem ic  Advis ing Center (134 
G oldw in Smith Hall) and the University ’s Health 
Careers Program  O ffice (14 East Avenue) for help in 
planning their undergradua te program s.

Law schools seek students with sound liberal arts 
train ing; they do not require any particu lar program  of 
study. The im portant th ing for students interested in 
law is to plan program s that interest them, in which 
they will do well. Beyond that, students are advised to 
take courses that will develop the powers of precise, 
analytic th inking and p ro fic iency in writing and 
speaking. The co llege also offers an in terd iscip linary 
concentration in law and society. Many prelaw 
students com ple te four courses in this concentration.

Students interested in other professions should 
con tact the Academ ic Advis ing  Center.

Double Registration
A few exceptiona lly w e ll-p repared students, if they 
have earned 105 cred its  before the start of their 
senior year and if they are accep ted  by the Cornell 
Law School, the Cornell University M edica l College,



or the State University of New York Upstate M edica l 
Center, may reg ister s im ultaneously in that school 
and the arts co llege during their seventh and eighth 
terms. They receive the Bachelor of Arts degree after 
the eighth term  and either the Doctor of Law degree 
after two additional years of study or the D octo r of 
M edicine degree after three additiona l years of study.

Dual Degrees
Especia lly ab le students may earn both a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from  the College of Arts and Sciences 
and either a Bachelor of Science degree from  the 
College of Engineering or a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
degree from  the College of Architecture, Art, and 
Planning. The program  usually takes five years 
to com plete.

Study Abroad
Many students find it appropria te  to the ir m ajors or to 
the ir overall academ ic  program s to study ab road for 
one or two sem esters. When it m akes academ ic  
sense, the co llege encourages its students to study 
in absentia  and grants cred it toward a degree  for 
work satisfactorily  com pleted.

Fieldwork
In some program s of study fie ldw ork can be an 
im portant addition to the major. Students, particu larly  
those in the social sciences, som etim es spend a 
sem ester away from Cornell working on a pro ject. 
They co llec t data, do independent research, and 
write several papers (or a long thesis) tha t are 
evaluated by facu lty at Cornell.

P rofessors are 
trem endously  
approachable  and 
concerned, and  
they seem  to enjoy  
talking w ith  
students. There are  
w eekend retreats  
to give students  
w ho are not keen  
on sim ply w alking  
up to p rofessors an 
opportun ity to  get 
to know them .

Student



some Notes 
about
Student Life



Living for several years at a university like Cornell is 
exhilarating. The student body, drawn from  every 
state in the union and from  som e ninety foreign 
countries, is one of the most d iverse groups of 
people to be found anywhere. All entering students, 
wherever they are from, go through the en livening 
experience of encountering others their age from  the 
w orld over. One of the richest parts of a Cornell 
education is this opportun ity  to know peop le from 
d ifferent backgrounds in spontaneous events — 
taking a coffee break with a few others after class, 
jo in ing a m idnight rap session in the dormitory, 
packing som e food and head ing for the gorge on a 
spring afternoon.

The variety of extracurricu la r opportun ities is 
am azing. There are about three hundred student 
organizations, inc lud ing  a glee club, the Sage Chapel 
Choir, several concert bands, a sym phony orchestra, 
and innum erable other m usic groups; various politica l 
organizations; a daily student new spaper and a 
dozen o r so periodica ls; a radio station; a film m akers ’ 
association; and specia l interest c lubs for just about 
anything that more than two peop le have found worth 
do ing. No one even tries to keep up with all the plays, 
lectures, and concerts, but you can easily find out 
about those that m ight interest you; da ily and weekly 
papers list them, and bulletin boards all over the 
cam pus draw  your attention with posters.

The Herbert F. Johnson M useum  of Art, des igned  by
I. M. Pei, d isp lays its own fine co llections and many 
touring exhib itions. It also provides study areas for 
students who are working closely with art ob jects.
The Departm ent of Theatre Arts stages five fu ll-dress 
productions each year, along with frequent 
experim ental and informal perform ances. Two major 
concert series bring a num ber of orchestras, sm aller

ensem bles, and soloists — like the National 
Sym phony O rchestra, the Guarneri String Quartet, 
and Joan Sutherland — to cam pus each year.
There are frequent folk, rock, soul, and jazz concerts 
Also, the D epartm ent of M usic sponsors free 
concerts  each week in the intim ate and de lightfu l 
atm osphere of Barnes Hall.

M ajor writers, pub lic  figures, and d is tingu ished 
scho lars com e to lecture and to d iscuss the ir work ir  
more inform al settings.

The purpose of 
education is to  
challenge basic  
values. A good  
education  
confuses and  
d isorients as it 
rebuilds and  
enlightens. This  
can be painfu l. We 
m ust m ake certain  
that intellectual 
pain is appreciated  
as an intrinsic part 
of the process of 
higher education.
In the end, 
students may hold 
the sam e values  
they held when  
they began. But 
unless they have  
had to exam ine and 
reexam ine what 
they cam e with, 
they have not been 
exposed to a real 
education.

Professor
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It’s hard to do well 
in courses and in 
ath letics, too. 
G ym nastics has no 
season. But I really  
enjoy it, and the 
other m em bers of 
the team  and 
the coaches are 
all trem endously  
supportive.

Student

Athletics
The University 's in terco lleg iate  ath le tics program  is 
the m ost varied in the country, and its team s have 
won national or Ivy League cham pionsh ips at one 
tim e or another in nearly every sport. Some twelve 
hundred men and wom en take part in in te rco lleg ia te 
sports each year — the men in tw enty-tw o d ifferent 
sports, and the wom en in seventeen. The intram ural 
p rogram  attracts more than 22,000 students a year 
who p lay twenty-one sports in 170 leagues. 
Partic ipants need not be expert; in fact, they do not 
need to know any sports at all, and they can learn 
anything from  squash and w restling to rid ing and 
skating.

The fac ilities, am ple and up to date, inc lude  a dozen 
separa te  bu ild ings and forty-e igh t acres of ou tdoor

playing space. One needs a ride to Cayuga Lake and 
the ski s lopes (and most people try to get one to the 
go lf course), but all other activ ities are conveniently 
located on cam pus.

Religious Affairs
“ Freedom to all; dom ination by none” is the gu id ing 
p rinc ip le  under which relig ious affairs have flourished 
at Cornell s ince 1869. O rganizational s tructures have 
altered through the years to keep pace with chang ing 
tim es and with the need to meet the cha llenge of 
succeed ing  generations in the ir search for s ignificant 
faith and m eaningful life.

Cornell United Relig ious Work currently represents 
seventeen re lig ious groups and has a staff of twelve 
chapla ins. CURW helps interested peop le achieve 
relig ious growth and maturity; understand and 
apprec ia te  the re lig ious beliefs of others; exp lore the 
relationship between faith and action, educa tion  and 
religion; and experience human com m unity and 
conviv ia lity in creative and constructive  ways.

The m ajor coopera tive  program s financed and 
d irected by CURW include C orne ll-lthaca Volunteers 
in Training and Service (CIVITAS), involving hundreds 
of students in indiv idual or team  pro jects of social 
responsibility, and the Sage C hapel convocations, 
held each Sunday m orning. These nondenom i- 
national ce lebrations involve speakers of many 
denom inations and faiths and the hundred-vo ice 
Sage C hapel Choir.

The pa rticu lar relig ious denom inations offer a variety 
of services to the University com m unity inc lud ing 
opportun ities for worship and study, counseling, 
retreats, conferences, and fellowships.
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University Government
Student, faculty, and em ployee groups do m uch of 
the planning, program m ing, and po licym aking at 
Cornell, S tudent govern ing and coord inating units 
include residence hall associa tions, the Intrafraternity 
Council, the Panhellenic Council, the O rgan iza tions 
and Activities Review Com m ittee, and the 
Undergradua te Student F inance Commission.

The Cam pus Council, m ade up of students, faculty, 
and em ployees, provides a forum  for the d iscussion 
of cam pus issues, oversees the jud ic ia l system , and 
m aintains a system  of com m ittees with po licym aking

More than a 
thousand stu
dents are active  
in m usical 
perform ance, 
in using the  
d ep artm ent’s 
fac ilities and 
instrum ents, and in 
taking courses. 
O nly 6 percent of 
these are music  
majors.

Professor

authority in areas of nonacadem ic  University affairs. 
A pp lica tions  for com m ittee m em bersh ip  are m ade at 
the C am pus Council o ffice  in Day Hall.

In the arts co llege  the Educational Policy Com m ittee, 
an e lected body of six facu lty and three student 
m em bers, reviews new course proposals and makes 
recom m endations to the arts co llege  facu lty  on m ajor 
issues of educational policy.
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For me, everything  
is here. It is a nice 
gigantic planet, 
and its resources  
are infinite, but you 
have to go out and 
find them .

Student



You go to places  
like the on-cam pus  
coffee shops, the  
Temple of Zeus, the  
Green Dragon, on 
your odd hours to  
have coffee. You 
don’t go there to 
avoid students.
You go there to be 
availab le to them .

Professor





Residence Life
Although students are not required to live on cam pus, 
more than half the undergradua tes e lect to live in 
University residence halls, small living units, and 
fraternity or sorority houses. Most freshm en choose to 
live on cam pus, and this experience of liv ing with 
other students in a university setting can ease the 
ad justm ent to the co lleg ia te  com m unity and to the 
dem ands of the academ ic program .

Living facilities range from the m odern suites of the 
newly constructed North C am pus dorm itories through 
the co lleg ia te  go th ic  West Cam pus dorm itories. Some 
dorm itories are for women, some are for men, and 
som e are coeducational. Room arrangem ents vary 
from singles and doub les to s ix-person suites.

Unions. The foca l point of each of these dorm itory 
areas is a student union — Noyes Center on West 
C am pus and the North C am pus Union — making 
availab le various gam e and con ference rooms, 
din ing areas, exercise rooms, study carre ls, and 
m usic listening and p ractice  rooms. But the 
best-known union at Cornell is W illard S tra ight Hall, 
usually ca lled  the Straight. Located near the Arts 
Q uad, this im pressive stone bu ild ing  is the cen ter of 
m uch of the socia l and in te llectual life of the cam pus. 
Founded to foster both friendsh ip  and debate , the 
S traight houses two large cafeterias, a theater, rooms 
for m eetings and activities, a brow sing library, and 
m usic, art, and dark rooms. Its services inc lude rental 
of audiovisual equ ipm ent and phonograph records 
and an art-lend ing library. On the first floor is the 
M em orial Room, a large and handsom e cham ber 
given to, am ong other th ings, art exh ib itions and 
debates.

Residential colleges. A recent deve lopm ent in 
cam pus living is the estab lishm ent of several 
residentia l colleges, dorm itories for students sharing 
a spec ia l interest. For exam ple, Risley em phasizes 
the perform ing and creative arts, the International 
Living C enter m akes it possib le  to live in a 
cross-cu ltura l com m unity, and Ecology House 
residents share an interest in the environm ent and 
sponsor educa tiona l pro jects both on and off 
cam pus.



Career
Development
Services



Students from the College of Arts and Sciences find 
many options open to them  when they graduate.

Not on ly do professional g raduate schools throughout 
the country w elcom e app lica tions from  Cornell 
seniors, but many of them, such as the Stanford 
University G raduate School of Business and the Yale 
Law School, active ly recru it cand ida tes by sending 
representatives to the cam pus. Every fall about sixty 
such representatives visit here. In the spring about 
tw ice  that m any corpora tions and governm ent 
agencies recru it seniors for full-tim e em ploym ent.

During the school year a series of career program s 
im part inform ation about careers, and instruction is 
given in the art of find ing a job. For exam ple, in a 
program  called Career Profiles, form er students such 
as an NBC producer and Pulitzer P riz e -w in n in g  
journalist may com e to the cam pus to meet with 
students in small groups to share their experiences 
and to provide career information.

The University has what may well be the most 
extensive career library in the country. It is staffed by 
specia lis ts  to help students find inform ation about 
careers, sum m er and full-tim e jobs, g raduate study, 
fe llowships and grants, p restig ious awards, and 
study abroad. A student-run program  assists 
students in securing in ternships with pub lic  and 
private agencies, congressional representatives, 
and corporations.

I traveled  in Europe  
and Israel for two  
years betw een high  
school and college. 
It w ould have been  
much easier to  
com e directly  
to co llege, but the  
experience was  
im portant for me.

Student



Admission



Faculty and students benefit both academ ica lly  and 
personally from a d iverse student body. The College 
of Arts and Sciences adm its men and wom en who 
have diverse social, econom ic, and cultural 
backgrounds, racial and national identities, and 
talents. All students entering the co llege must be 
prepared to con tribu te  to and benefit from the 
environm ent of Cornell. Therefore adm ission selection 
is an evaluative process that considers each 
ind iv idua l’s ach ievem ents and potential for success 
at the University.

The most im portant criteria  fo r adm ission are 
inte llectual potential and com m itm ent — a com plex 
com bination of ability, ach ievem ent, motivation, 
d iligence, and educa tiona l opportunity. N onacadem ic 
qualifications are also im portant. The co llege seeks 
indiv iduals with outstanding personal qualities and a 
record of s ign ificant involvem ent in extracurricu la r 
endeavors. Students with unusual talents and 
achievem ents in m usic, acting, creative writing, 
science, athletics, politics, and other areas are given 
specia l consideration in the adm ission process.

It is the po licy of Cornell University active ly to support 
equa lity of educational and em ploym ent opportunity. 
No person shall be denied adm ission to any 
educational program  or activ ity or be denied 
em ploym ent on the basis of any legally proh ib ited  
d iscrim ination involving but not lim ited to such factors 
as race, color, creed, relig ion, national or ethn ic 
origin , sex, age, or handicap. The University is 
com m itted io the m aintenance of affirm ative action 
program s which will assure the continuation of such 
equa lity of opportunity.

Cornell University is com m itted to assisting those 
hand icapped students who have specia l needs. A

brochure de scrib ing  serv ices for the hand icapped  
student m ay be ob ta ined by w riting to the O ffice of 
the Dean of Students, Cornell University, 103 Barnes 
Hall, Ithaca, New York 14853. O ther questions or 
requests for specia l ass istance may also be d irec ted  
to that office.

Freshman Applicants
Application Materials
The application form . The O ffice of Adm issions, 
Cornell University, 410 Thurston Avenue, Ithaca, New 
York 14850, can prov ide an app lica tion  form. 
C om plete it carefu lly; the responses to the questions 
about ind iv idual accom plishm ents, interests, and 
goals are reviewed by the Adm ission Com m ittee of 
the college, which consists of m em bers of the facu lty  
and adm in istra tion.

Standardized tests. A pp lican ts  are required to 
subm it the results of the Scho lastic  A p titude Test 
(SAT) or the A m erican C o llege Testing (ACT) Program 
test and three College Entrance Exam ination Board 
(CEEB) ach ievem ent tests in d iffe rent sub jects, one 
of which must be English com position. For fall 
en trance prospective  freshm en should take the SATs 
no later than the D ecem ber test date of the senior 
year and the CEEB ach ievem ent tests no later than 
the January test date. They m ust request the College 
Entrance Exam ination Board to sent the offic ia l score 
reports d irec tly  to Cornell University. SAT scores of 
successfu l app lican ts  to the C o llege of Arts and 
S ciences average in the m id-600s; however, the 
co llege  does not have a cu to ff score; the results of 
these tests are eva luated with the rest of the 
app lican t's  m aterials.



Secondary school report. The app lican t must 
subm it the secondary  school report form  to the 
secondary  school gu idance  counse lor or the 
headm aster to com ple te . This report should 
dem onstra te tha t the student has been prepa red  for a 
cha lleng ing  co llege  curricu lum . While it is recogn ized 
that substantia l d iffe rences exist am ong secondary  
schools, both in the United States and abroad, 
app lican ts  are s trong ly urged to inc lude in the ir 
program  at least four units of English, three of 
m athem atics, and three of a fore ign language 
(ancient or m odern). D efic iencies in these sub ject 
areas should be exp la ined in a letter accom panying  
the app lica tion  for adm ission. While approxim ate ly  80 
percent of successfu l app lican ts  are in the top  ten 
percent of the ir secondary  school c lass and class 
rank is reviewed carefully, consideration is also given 
to such factors as the g rad ing  system, the courses 
available and taken, the size, location, and type of 
secondary  school, and cultura l opportun ities.
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Letters of reference. In most cases the observations 
of individual teachers are incorporated in the 
secondary school report; separate teacher 
evaluations are therefore not required. Letters of 
reference are w e lcom e only when they can provide a 
valid assessm ent of the a p p lican t’s academ ic or 
personal qualities.

Dates. Students p lanning to enroll in the fall sem ester 
m ust subm it an application for adm ission by January 
15. Because it takes tim e for the student to assem ble 
com ple te records, p rospective  freshm en are urged to 
request app lica tions by D ecem ber 1. Cornell notifies 
applican ts of all adm ission and financial aid 
decis ions by the m iddle of April.

For January adm ission, see page 39.



Campus Visits
Adm ission interviews. The co llege recom m ends 
that students visit the cam pus for a personal 
interview. A lthough not required for entrance, an 
interview can help a student choose a co llege. It also 
provides the adm ission counse lor or facu lty 
interviewer w ith an opportun ity  to record som e 
observations that m ay be useful to the Adm ission 
Committee. Interviews for prospective freshm en are 
conducted on cam pus M onday through Friday, from  
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., between June 1 and January 
15, and Saturday m ornings, from 9:00 a.m. to noon, 
between Septem ber 1 and January 15. Because of 
the large num ber of requests, all appo intm ents 
should be schedu led well ahead of time by le tter or 
by te lephone (607/256-4833).

Panel d iscussions. On Fridays at 3:00 p.m. 
and Saturdays at 10:00 a.m., between S eptem ber 1 
and January 15, a m em ber of the adm ission staff, a 
student, and a facu lty m em ber will lead a panel 
d iscussion on the College of Arts and Sciences. 
Topics inc luded are curriculum , specia l p rogram s 
and options, student life, and adm ission and financia l 
aid policies. All prospective  students and the ir 
fam ilies are invited to attend. These sessions are 
in tended to be inform ative rather than evaluative. 
Although not required, appo intm ents are 
recom m ended and can be made by con tacting  the 
Arts and Sciences Adm issions O ffice by le tter (150 
Rockefeller Hall) or by te lephone (607/256-4833).

Group adm ission conferences. These group 
sessions are for those who have lim ited know ledge 
about the University o r are not sure how the ir 
interests would best be accom m odated by a Cornell 
undergradua te  program . Conferences, open to 
students, parents, and other interested persons,



This is one of the 
shocks that the  
student should be 
prepared for: he or 
she will not be the  
only outstanding  
student in the 
class.

Professor

inc lude  d iscussion  about the adm ission process, 
financia l aid, educa tiona l program s, and cam pus 
facilities. There is am ple opportun ity  for questions 
and answers. Sessions last about an hour and are 
held at the University O ffice of Adm issions, 410 
Thurston Avenue, on M ondays and Fridays at 9:30 
and 11:00 a.m.; Tuesdays, W ednesdays, and 
Thursdays at 9:30 a.m.; and Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. 
Those who want to pa rtic ipa te  are encouraged  to 
make appo intm ents by w riting the O ffice of 
A dm iss ions or by te lephon ing (607 /256-5241 ) a few 
days before the visit, but appo in tm ents are not 
required. Parking is ava ilab le  at the office, and 
arrangem ents for on -cam pus parking will be m ade 
fo r those who want to visit o ther facilities.

Off-Campus Interviews
O ff-cam pus interviews are conducted  by 
representatives of the A lumni Secondary Schools 
Committee, who con tact app lican ts  at home after 
the ir application for adm ission has been received by 
the O ffice of Adm issions. For additiona l information 
on alumni interviews call (607 /256-3479) or write to 
the O ffice of Adm issions, 410 Thurston Avenue.

Special Options
Early decision. The College of Arts and Sciences 
offers an Early Decision Plan to h igh ly qualified 
secondary school seniors whose first preference is 
Cornell. In addition to the regular app lica tion  for 
adm ission, each app lican t in terested in this plan is 
required to subm it by Novem ber 1 an early decis ion 
request form, with which the app lican t agrees to 
w ithdraw  all other app lica tions if accep ted  for 
adm ission to Cornell. This form accom panies each 
app lica tion  packet d is tribu ted by late October. 
A pp licants are notified of the University’s decision, 
inc lud ing financia l aid, by the m iddle of December. 
Those who are not se lected for early acceptance but 
seem qualified for further consideration during the 
regular review process are notified that action on 
the ir applications has been postponed.

The SAT (taken no later than Novem ber of the senior 
year) or the ACT Program exam ination (taken no later 
than O ctober of the senior year) is required. CEEB 
achievem ent tests do not have to be subm itted for 
early decision review but must be com ple ted by 
accep ted  app lican ts  before entrance. Early decis ion 
app lican ts  whose review is postponed must com ple te 
the required achievem ent tests no later than January.
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January adm ission. The College of Arts and 
Sciences offers the opportun ity  for adm ission in the 
spring term . A pp lica tions must be subm itted by 
Novem ber 1, and students are notified by 
m id-Decem ber. January adm ission may be especia lly  
a ttractive to those who graduate from high school at 
m idyear and want to enter co llege im m edia te ly and to 
those who want to defer co llege entrance for a 
sem ester in o rder to gain a d ifferent kind of 
experience, such as work or travel.

Freshmen accep ted  for the spring term who have 
taken co llege-level courses during the fall sem ester 
should have course descrip tions and officia l 
transcrip ts  sent to the Records Office, College of Arts 
and Sciences, 144 G oldw in Smith Hall.

Delayed enrollm ent. Students accep ted  for 
freshm an adm ission who want to de lay enrollm ent 
until the fo llow ing year or later may do so if they are 
com m itted to entering Cornell at a later tim e and will 
not be app ly ing  elsewhere. An accep ted  s tudent who 
wants to de lay entrance should (1) acce p t Cornell's

adm ission o ffe r by the stated date; (2) com p le te  and 
return the reg istration fee coupons that com e with the 
accep tance , along w ith the required $50 fee; and 
(3) exp la in in an accom pany ing  letter the reasons for 
the requested de lay in enrollm ent and ind ica te  when 
entrance is wanted. If the request for de layed 
entrance is approved, the student will be guaranteed 
a p lace in the spec ified  future freshm an class.

Advanced placem ent and credit. Many students 
entering the C o llege of Arts and Sciences qualify for 
advanced  p lacem ent or c red it or both. P lacem ent 
and cred it are aw arded by academ ic  departm ents on 
the basis of the CEEB exam inations. S tudents are 
notified in the fall du ring Orientation Week, before 
course schedu ling  takes place. S tudents m ay also 
qualify for advanced  p lacem ent and cred it on the 
basis of departm enta l exam inations given on cam pus 
during Orientation Week; a schedu le  is m ailed to 
entering students in late summer. The D epartm ents of 
Econom ics, Psychology, and Socio logy award 
p lacem ent and cred it for high scores on the College 
Level Exam ination Program  (CLEP) exam inations.
The brochure  A dva nce d  P lacem ent o f Freshm en  
contains deta ils and will be sent to all acce p ted  
freshm en in April. It is also ava ilab le  on request.

S tudents ho ld ing  foreign creden tia ls  who feel they 
may be e lig ib le  for advanced p lacem ent or c red it 
should con tact the International S tudent O ffice, 200 
Barnes Hall, before enrolling.

Transfer Applicants
The C o llege of Arts and Sciences w e lcom es students 
in terested in transferring , either in the fall or at 
m idyear, and m akes every effort to in tegra te transfer 
students into the University. H ighly m otivated



students frequently  seek the advan tage of Corne ll’s 
b road curricu lum  and the stim ulation of a diverse 
s tudent body; in turn, the co llege is enriched by their 
experience.

All transfer app lican ts  m ust have com p le ted one 
semester, o r the equivalent, of co llege  before 
enrolling at Cornell. However, a high school student 
who gradua tes at m idyear and pursues a co llege 
program  for the rest of that academ ic  year is 
cons idered  a freshm an  app lican t, w ith consideration 
fo r advanced  p lacem ent and c red it as appropria te , 
and the freshm an app lica tion  dead line  applies. 
Transfer ap p lican ts  norm ally com p le te  a full year of 
co llege  before entering Cornell, but in specia l cases 
the College of Arts and Sciences cons iders  for spring 
term  adm ission app lican ts  who will have com ple ted 
on ly one sem ester of co llege  work. A student who 
w ants to enter Cornell as a jun io r m ust be accep ted  
as a m ajor in an academ ic departm ent in the College 
of Arts and Sciences. This process is norm ally 
channe led through the Arts and S ciences Adm issions 
O ffice. A dvanced  students should also consult the 
section on specia l students.
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Application materials. The fo llow ing materials must 
be subm itted for review by the Adm ission Committee:

1. The app lica tion  form, available from the O ffice of 
Adm issions, Cornell University, 410 Thurston 
Avenue. A pp licants  are urged to com ple te it 
carefully.

2. Secondary school and co llege transcripts, 
inc lud ing m idyear grades for Septem ber 
adm ission.

3. SAT or ACT Program test results from secondary 
school.

4. The co llege report on transfer cand idate  form, 
com ple ted by an adviser, a dean, or a professor of 
the last co llege the app lican t attended.

5. At least one letter from a pro fessor about the 
ap p lican t’s academ ic work. If the student is 
app ly ing  for junior status, the pro fessor should be 
in the studen t’s major field.

6. C ata logs from  all co lleges attended (for cred it 
evaluation).

7. A list of all courses in progress and the ir assigned 
credits.

Transfer app lican ts  p lanning to enroll in the fall 
sem ester must subm it an app lica tion  for adm ission 
by M arch 15; for spring sem ester consideration the 
dead line is Novem ber 1. To receive prom pt 
notification of adm ission, all cand ida tes are urged to 
com p le te  their application m aterials as early as 
possib le, by May 15 for fall term  adm ission and 
D ecem ber 1 for spring term  adm ission. The college 
notifies all cand idates as decis ions are made, 
between April 15 and m id-June for the fall term  and 
by the first week of January for the spring term.

Reapplication. A pp licants who have app lied  for 
adm ission to Cornell in the past three years should 
ask the O ffice of Adm issions to reactivate the ir



app lica tion , as it contains many of the app lica tion  
m aterials. However, reapp licants  do need to subm it a 
new app lica tion  form and a $25 app lica tion  fee and 
upda te  the ir co llege transcrip ts.

Credits. Students acce p ted  as transfers receive a 
ten ta tive c red it eva luation w ith the ir le tter of 
accep tance . A student norm ally rece ives cred it for 
co llege  courses whose con tent com pares favorably 
w ith Cornell courses and in w h ich the student has 
rece ived a g rade  of C or better. A cadem ic  
departm ents assess final c red it and determ ine 
p lacem ent in sequentia l courses. A student can 
receive no more than sixty transfer cred its, inc lud ing 
no m ore than twenty cred its  in courses not com m only 
g iven in the arts college.

People actually  
applaud after som e  
of the classes.

Student
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Special Students
The C o llege of Arts and S ciences regularly enrolls 
students who want to study for one, two, o r three 
successive  sem esters w ithout be ing degree 
cand idates. This opportun ity  is espec ia lly  attractive to 
students approach ing  the ir jun ior year at 
undergradua te  co lleges tha t do not o ffer the variety 
of courses ava ilab le at Cornell. Specia l students may 
be on leave from  a co llege or they m ay be co llege 
graduates. The specia l student program  is also 
attractive to peop le a lready em ployed who want to 
broaden the ir know ledge in a pa rticu lar fie ld or 
perhaps to in itiate a career change. Specia l students 
are expected  to take twelve to e ighteen cred its  a 
semester.

O ccas iona lly  a person who has an unusually strong 
ta lent or experience  in a field of study but lacks the 
academ ic  requirem ents for regular adm ission attends 
Cornell as a specia l student before be ing acce p ted  
into a degree program . In no case, however, is 
transfer to a degree  program  autom atic or 
guaranteed. S tudents from other co lleges planning to 
obta in  a Cornell degree  must app ly  for adm ission as 
transfer cand idates.

The app lica tion  form  for specia l s tudent status is 
availab le  from  the O ffice of Adm issions, Cornell 
University, 410 Thurston Avenue. It should be 
subm itted with transcrip ts  from secondary schools 
and co lleges attended, offic ia l SAT or ACT Program 
test scores, letters of recom m endation from  two 
professors in the field the app lican t wants to pursue, 
and a list of the courses the app lican t wants to take 
at Cornell. Foreign students may substitu te  the Test of 
English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) for the SAT 
or ACT Program  test scores.
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Com pleted app lica tions must be subm itted by 
Decem ber 1 for spring term adm ission and August 1 
for fall term  adm ission.

While specia l students take full advantage of all 
Cornell resources and are considered full-tim e 
students, no financia l aid is ava ilable to them  nor can 
housing on cam pus be guaranteed. The Departm ent 
of Residence Life, Cornell University, 223 Day Hall, 
helps students locate suitable accom m odations.

Internal Transfer Students
One of the advantages of studying at Cornell is the 
possib ility  of taking courses in other d iv is ions of the 
University and, when it is clearly desirable , 
transferring to another division. Internal transfer is 
attractive to many students whose interests or 
prim ary focus has changed. Students who want to 
transfer to the College of Arts and Sciences should 
discuss the ir e lig ib ility  w ith an adm ission counse lor at 
that college.



Extramural Students
The Division of Extramural Courses makes available 
to Ithaca area residents the extensive course 
offerings of the University for part-tim e study. Those 
interested may app ly fo r adm ission to p ractica lly  any 
course in the University and will be adm itted if they 
receive the instructor's written approval. However, 
space in som e classes is lim ited, and extram ural 
registrants may be asked to w ithdraw  from  a class if 
there is not enough space for all Cornell degree 
candidates who have reg istered for the course.

Extramural registration is norm ally lim ited to e ight 
c red its a term, a lthough under specia l c ircum stances 
an individual may be perm itted to register for 
nine credits.

Part-Time Students
The College of Arts and Sciences offers a part-tim e 
degree program  for adult residents of the Ithaca 
area. Enrolling in the Part-Time Degree Program 
allows students to pursue the Bachelor of Arts degree 
steadily and system atica lly and entitles them to all the 
University priv ileges offered to full-tim e students. This 
opportun ity  is particu larly va luable to those who have 
nonacadem ic com m itm ents of tim e and effort that 
make full-tim e study d ifficu lt or im possib le.

For additional inform ation request the brochure 
Part-Time Degree Program  or con tact the Arts and 
Sciences Adm issions O ffice (256-4833) to schedu le 
the required interview.

Foreign Students
The student body of the C o llege of Arts and Sciences 
inc ludes representatives from  many foreign countries. 
C orne ll’s International S tudent O ffice assists fore ign 
s tudents in the app lica tion  p rocess and with 
w hatever prob lem s they m ay encounter at Cornell. All 
nonim m igrant fore ign students (except C anadians) 
m ust write for app lica tion  m aterials to the O ffice of 
International Students, 200 Barnes Hall. A pp licants  
fo r fall term  adm ission who are enrolled in schools 
abroad must subm it a pre lim inary app lica tion  by 
D ecem ber 15.

The co llege accep ts  app lica tions fo r freshm an and 
transfer adm ission at m idyear from  foreign students 
currently  enrolled in schools in the United Slates. 
Foreign students resid ing abroad may app ly for 
adm ission at m idyear as specia l students only.

Digging at A lam bra  
began in 1976. The  
site contributes to 
our know ledge of 
Bronze Age  
settlem ents and 
architecture. 
U ndergraduates  
are thrilled to work  
in a foreign country  
and to take part 
in s ignificant 
research into our 
past. D iscipline, 
hard work, 
cooperation, and 
to lerance are the  
key to the dig ’s 
success.

Professor
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It was Ezra C orne ll’s intent that no student be denied 
the opportun ity to study at this university because of 
insuffic ient funds. This policy, m aintained by the 
board of trustees since Cornell University was 
founded in 1865, assures the continued d ivers ity  of 
the student body. No student should hesitate to app ly 
for adm ission because of financia l c ircum stances. 
A pp lica tion  for adm ission and financia l aid are 
separate processes.

The cost of a ttending Cornell University is 
com parab le  to that at other m ajor selective co lleges 
and universities. Tuition in the College of Arts and 
Sciences is $5,256 for the 1 9 7 9 -8 0  academ ic year.
In addition, a nonre fundable $50 registration fee must 
be paid when an app lican t dec ides to enroll at 
Cornell. (The amount, time, and m anner of paym ent 
of tuition, fees, or other charges may be changed at 
any time w ithout notice.)

Living costs depend to a great extent on the 
ind iv idua l’s standard  of living. Recent estim ates 
indica te that undergradua te  students spend 
approxim ate ly $2,250 a year for room and board. The 
cost of books, supplies, and personal expenses total 
about $814 a year. Add itiona l allowance m ust be 
m ade for travel. The total expenses for a student, 
exc lud ing travel, are estim ated at $8,370 for the year 
1 9 7 9 -8 0 . All financia l aid aw ards are based on 
this estimate.

Approxim ately 50 percent of the Cornell students 
currently receive financia l aid from Cornell University 
resources; in addition, another 20 percent rece ive aid 
from other sources, includ ing federal and state 
governm ents and private organizations. Thus more 
than two-th irds of Cornell students receive som e form 
of subsidy for the ir education. During the year

1 9 7 8 - 79 a total of $25 m illion was adm in is tered by 
the O ffice of Financial A id, of which approxim ate ly  
$11 m illion was d isbu rsed  as Cornell scho la rsh ips 
and grants.

Cornell University adm in isters a variety of specia l 
opportun ity  p rogram s des igned  to prov ide financia l 
assistance and o ther form s of assistance to 
(1) m inority students and (2) low -incom e students 
m eeting program  gu idelines. The em phasis of 
these specia l program s is to aid in increasing 
representation of students from m inority g roups 
present in New York State who historica lly have been 
underrepresen ted in h igher education . However, 
pa rtic ipa tion  is also availab le  to those resid ing 
outside New York State. For details on these specia l 
opportun ities, inc lud ing the H igher Education 
O pportun ity  Program  (HEOP) and the Com m ittee on 
Specia l Educational Projects (COSEP), p rospective  
students should consult Inform ation for A pp licants, 
wh ich accom pan ies each undergradua te  app lica tion  
or will be sent, upon request, by the O ffice of 
A dm issions, Cornell University, 410 Thurston Avenue, 
Ithaca, New York 14850. You may also con tact the 
Arts and Sciences Adm iss ions O ffice.

A pp lican ts  for financia l aid m ust subm it both a 
Cornell app lica tion  for financia l aid, w h ich  is inc luded 
in every app lica tion  packet, and a financia l aid form 
(FAF), p repared by the College Scho larsh ip  Service, 
Princeton, New Jersey. For further inform ation write to 
the O ffice of F inancial A id, Cornell University, 203 
Day Hall.

As I look dow n  
the list of our 
undergraduate  
researchers, I’m 
im pressed by the  
diversity of the  
projects in w hich  
they participate: 
organic sem i
conductors, 
insect defensive  
com pounds, 
photoacoustic  
spectroscopy, 
cancer chem o
th e ra p y ...  Active  
participation in 
a research group  
can mean new  
friends, a source  
of references, 
new techniques, 
a possible  
publication, and  
even the thrill of 
real discovery.

Professor
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