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PREFACE 

 

He is the son of John and Odelia [sic] (Bowe) Vivian, was born 

November 15, 1861, in Carthage, and he attended the public schools 

at Boonville.  Removing to Ithaca in 1882, he joined in business with 

W. H. Miller, architect, and so continued for ten years under his 

advanced type of training.  It was then that he formed a partnership 

with A. N. Gibb, and for ten [sic] years this firm was associated and 

their business increased and won popularity.  Since then, Mr. Vivian 

has continued alone as an architect, among the many contracts that 

he has executed being several banks and business blocks, fire stations, 

and residences, not only in Ithaca, but in many other cities and towns 

throughout this part of the State. 

His fraternal affiliations are with Fidelity Lodge, No. 51, Free 

and Accepted Masons; and Eagle Chapter, No. 58, Royal Arch 

Masons. 

Clinton L. Vivian married, June 1, 1898, Elizabeth M. Whipple, 

of Adams, Massachusetts; and they have one son, George W. Vivian.1 

The opening quotation, while informative in regards to biographical 

information about Vivian himself, it is remarkably uninformative in regards to 

specifics about his architectural career.  In many ways it is indicative of what the 

architectural historian interested in learning more about Vivian will face—tantalizing 

clues about his architectural practice but little in the way of usable data.  As such, 

this first appendix includes transcriptions of the various historical resources that the 

author has used to fill the gaps in his knowledge of Vivian’s remarkable career as an 

architect. 

In documenting the works of Clinton L. Vivian, two primary means have 

been employed.  The more obvious means has been extant drawings by his office,  

                                                        
1 “Clinton Loop Vivian,” in James Sullivan, Edwin Melvin Williams, Edwin P. 

Conklin, and Benedict Fitzpatrick, editors, History of New York State, 1523-1927 (New York, 
N. Y.:  Lewis Historical Publishing Company, Inc.), 1927 [transcribed by Miriam Medina for 
the Brooklyn Pages, http://www.bklyn-genealogy-info.com/Directory/1927.Bios.html, 
accessed 22 March 2007]. 
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but perhaps the more important means have been contemporary published 

accounts, since they have allowed for a fuller understanding of the local historical 

context that drawings alone would not have provided.  Unfortunately, there are a 

small number of works listed in this catalogue where the documentation is not clear, 

and for these works, a note to supplement the documentation will occur. 

Since Vivian’s office records have not survived intact, known extant drawings 

and other documents are dispersed in a number of locations.  At present, the 

Department of Manuscripts & University Archives of the Cornell University 

Libraries has the largest number of drawings, which are in turn dispersed among 

three separate collections:  Collection No. 3280, Clinton Loop Vivian papers; 

Collection No. 1380, Bryant Fleming Architectural Drawings; and Collection No. 

43/2/552, Buildings & Properties drawings.  The original floor plans for the South 

Hill School and a set of blue-line prints for the 1916 addition are in the possession of 

the Ithaca City School District.  A significant number of blue-line prints and 

specifications relating to various projects completed for the City of Ithaca can be 

found via the files of the City Engineer;2 at present, the full extent of available 

documents is not known but based on what has already been discovered as of 

September 1983, the City of Ithaca would seem to have the largest collection of 

Vivian documents, excepting perhaps Cornell University.  The remaining drawings 

and other documents are in the possession of the current owners of the various 

houses that Vivian designed; however, it should be realized that some of the owners  

                                                        
2 The Office of the City Engineer of Ithaca has an extensive index card file for 

documents pertaining to work performed for the City covering most of the twentieth 
century, although it may not be complete.  When a consultant (for example, an architect like 
Vivian, a landscape architect, a civil engineer, and so forth) produced documents for the 
City, the occurrence is usually noted.  Andrea J. Lazarski of the Planning & Community 
Development Department was of great benefit in identifying and locating documents by 
Vivian in this very valuable collection, during the early 1980s. 
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current when this thesis was being researched and written have subsequently died 

and the properties sold without the author being aware of the subsequent deposition 

of the drawings and documents.  Insofar as possible, all extant drawings have been 

photographed, with the negatives being in the collection of the author. 

In regards to one significant client, Jared T. Newman, there is a considerable 

body of correspondence that documents involvement by Vivian on a number of 

projects for Newman in connection with Newman’s role as a land developer of 

Cayuga Heights.  This correspondence can be found in the Jared T. Newman Papers, 

Collection No. 2157, of the Department of Manuscripts & University Archives of the 

Cornell University Libraries.3  Relevant correspondence has been transcribed as part 

of this appendix. 

Although drawings and other contract documents are the preferred means 

for documenting works by Vivian, or any architect for that matter, due to the 

reliability that they provide for indicating the architect’s intent, far less than a 

quarter of the know works by Vivian are so documented.  Most of Vivian’s works 

are documented by way of contemporary published accounts in local newspapers 

and periodicals.  These sources include the Ithaca Daily Journal, Cornell Daily Sun, 

Cornell Alumni News, Ithaca Daily News, Ithaca Morning Herald, The Ithaca Democrat 

and The Hamilton Republican.  For reasons already discussed in the text of the thesis, 

the Ithaca Daily Journal has been the most useful source, at least until 1911; however, 

the Cornell Daily Sun and Cornell Alumni News have been useful in reference to 

Cornell-related projects.  The remaining sources have been useful primarily as only 

supplements to the first three listed sources. 

                                                        
3 I am indebted to Carol U. Sisler for bringing this valuable source of information to 

my attention. 
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Other sources that have been used are local histories, like Henry Edward 

Abt’s Ithaca of 1926, and the personal reminiscences of townspeople like Helen 

Garret Sigler or Edith Horton.4  One of the more interesting documents regarding 

Vivian’s career that surfaced during my research is the following: 

C. L. Vivian:  Projects attributed and constructed 

 
Residential: 

Ithaca, Elmer H. Wanzer Residence, Cayuga Heights 

M. L. (Dorothy) Barstow Residence, Cayuga Heights 

V. A. Davenport House, Lewis St. 

Roger B. Williams Residence, N. Cayuga St. 

Charles E. Cornell Residence, Stewart Ave. 

J. W. Hook Residence, S. Plain St. 

George Walters Residence 

Church: 

Ithaca, First Methodist Episcopal Parsonage 

Commercial: 

Ithaca, Atwater Grocery, W. State St. [sic] 

Trumansburg, Biggs Hardware 

Interlake [sic], Bank (for J. H. Wheeler) [sic] 

Hotel: 

Ithaca, Clinton House, renovation, 1901 

School: 

Ithaca, Fall Creek School 

Boynton Jr. High 

University: 

Ithaca, Cornell University, Bailey Hall (supervising) 

Agronomy (supervising) 

Animal Husbandry (supervising) 

Home Economics (supervising) 

Veternary [sic] College (supervising) 

Sibley Dome5 

                                                        
4 The personal reminiscence of Edith Horton is reproduced as the opening quotation 

for the Introduction of the thesis. 
 
5 [George W. Vivian?], “C. L. Vivian:  Projects attributed and constructed” (Ithaca, N. 

Y.:  unpublished typescript/Historic Ithaca & Tompkins County), not dated. 
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This document was found in the Clinton L. Vivian file at Historic Ithaca & 

Tompkins County along with Edith Horton’s biographical sketches of Vivian and 

Fred J. Bogart.  Carol U. Sisler, former Executive Director of Historic Ithaca, did not 

know how this document nor the biographical sketches by Horton came to be in the 

Vivian file there; however, after contacting William P. Thompson, author of the 

Historic Ithaca pamphlet on “DeWitt Park West,” the document seems to be based 

on George Vivian’s recollections: 

 
Responding to your letter of 19 February 1982, I have checked 

my records on Clinton Vivian and the sheet you sent me “CLV-002 

(historic ithaca)” entitled “C. L. Vivian:  Projects attributed and 

constructed.”  It appears to be drawn from George Vivian’s memory 

in that it in general agrees with the listing I got from George Vivian, 

but I did not prepare or take part in preparing this list.6 

Since this list was apparently compiled by George W. Vivian, it is perhaps 

indicative of the commissions about which his father was most proud, particularly 

with the older commissions like the Charles E. Cornell residence of 1900 or the Roger 

B. Williams residence (“DeWitt Park West”) of 1904-07.  One must remember, of 

course, that certain projects, like the many at Cornell University where Vivian only 

supervised construction for Green & Wicks,7 were remembered primarily due to the 

prestige generally accorded the client. 

As with any architectural catalogue where contemporary records are 

fragmentary, certain works can only be attributed to Vivian rather than securely 

ascribed.  When an architect, like Vivian, worked in a clearly identifiable style in a  

                                                        
6 Letter to the author from William P. Thompson, dated 9 March 1982. 
 
7 Since Vivian’s involvement is not mentioned in “The New Group of Agriculture 

Buildings at Cornell University,” The Brickbuilder, volume XXV, number 4 (April 1916), 
pages 81-88, his role with these buildings would have been due to a contractual 
arrangement with Green & Wicks, the lead architect, rather than with the client. 
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A-1.  Clinton L. Vivian?/William E. Sager (builder), George and Ruth Williams 
residence, Ithaca, New York (1909), north facade (Author, 1981). 
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relatively restricted geographical area, attributions can sometimes be made with 

some assurance of its accuracy based solely on style.  In Vivian’s case, stylistic 

evidence is not sufficient, as the Colonial Revival style proved to be a very popular 

style during the late 1890s and the first third of the twentieth century.  

Consequently, client continuity has been a significant factor in determining what 

might be reasonably attributed to Vivian. 

There is no doubt many buildings in Ithaca and elsewhere that were designed 

by Vivian or the firm of Vivian & Gibb that are not included in the catalogue due to 

a lack of documentation.  One possible such building is the old George C. Williams 

residence (Figure A-1) at 901 East State Street of 1909.  This house has been locally 

attributed to Vivian,8 and it may very well be one of his works, but nothing known 

about the house, excepting its style, supports this attribution.  George C. Williams 

was the manager of the Ithaca Conservatory of Music (now Ithaca College) from 

1898 to 1924 and President of that institution from 1924 to 1932.9  Insofar as can be 

determined, George C. Williams was not related to the Williams family of Ithaca nor 

to Professor Samuel G. Williams of Cornell University.  During Vivian’s career as an 

architect, the Ithaca Conservatory of Music utilized the services of a number of 

architects, including John M. Wilgus,10 William H. Miller,11 and Cady & Gregory of 

New York City,12 but apparently never Vivian.  Both Wilgus and Miller were local  

                                                        
8 Conversation with Vincent J. Mulcahy on 28 June 1981. 
 
9 For a history of the Ithaca College and the involvement of George C. Williams, see 

John B. Harcourt, The Ithaca College Story (Ithaca, N. Y.:  Ithaca College), 1983. 
 
10 Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 June 1894, page 3. 

 
11 Geoffrey M. Gyrisco, A Guide to the Works of William Henry Miller, Ithaca’s Architect 

([Ithaca, N. Y.?]:  author), 1978 (Revised Edition), page 13.  Gyrisco dated an original sheet of 
drawings by Miller’s office for two fireplaces for the Ithaca Conservatory of Music as 1894, 
which would suggest a collaboration with J. M. Wilgus.  Gyrisco listed the sheet of drawings 
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architects who had extensive residential practices, so they would seem just as likely 

a candidate for attribution as Vivian, except possibly for style.  In terms of style, the 

Palladian window is remarkably similar in detail to work by Vivian and his firm 

around the turn of the twentieth century; however, the Ithaca Daily Journal reported 

that the house was being constructed by William E. Sager in 1909.13  The house does 

seem to have a higher architectural quality than one would expect of the typical 

builder design, so the possibility does exist that Williams commissioned Vivian to 

design the house earlier, perhaps shortly after his marriage to Ruth Robertson on 29 

December 1897,14 and simply did not build until 1909.  Such speculation, however, 

needs to be more fully documented. 

Another house thought to be by Vivian is the one that was the Walter B. and 

Jeane R. Carver residence (1909-10) at 201 Fairmount Avenue in the Bryant Park 

subdivision in Ithaca.  A book published after the author’s initial completion of this 

thesis credited Vivian with the design of the house.15  Subsequent correspondence 

with the contemporaneous owner of the house suggested that Vivian’s involvement,  

                                                                                                                                                                
as being at the Department of Manuscripts & University Archives of the Cornell University 
Libraries, but he neglected to list the collection number. 

 
12 Ithaca Daily Journal, 12 April 1912, page 3; Harcourt, Ithaca College Story, 1983, page 

18.  Curiously, the firm of Cady, Berg & See (predecessor to Cady & Gregory) designed the 
First Presbyterian Church of Ithaca on DeWitt Park (Ithaca Daily Journal, 28 June 1899, page 
6).  Cady & Gregory’s building for the Conservatory stood adjacent to DeWitt Park as well 
prior to its demolition during the rehabilitation of the Boardman House. 

 
13 Ithaca Daily Journal, 11 May 1909, page 3. 
 
14 Harcourt, Ithaca College Story, 1983, page 18. 
 
15 Carol U. Sisler, Margaret Hobbie, and Jane Marsh Dieckmann, editors, Ithaca’s 

Neighborhoods:  The Rhine, The Hill, and the Goose Pasture (Ithaca, N. Y.:  DeWitt Historic 
Society of Tompkins County), 1988, page 193.  A typographical error in the book provided 
an incorrect address of 210 Fairmount Avenue.  In 2013, Margaret Hobbie could not recall 
the basis for the attribution to Vivian as architect. 
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A-2.  C. L. Vivian?, Walter and Jeane Carver residence, Ithaca, New York (1909-10), 
north facade (courtesy, Tompkins County Department of Assessments, unknown 
date). 
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if any, was minor.16  The author has been unable to verify what involvement Vivian 

might have had in the design of this house (Figure A-2); however, the house has a 

quiet authority that suggests an architect rather than an ordinary builder designed 

it, and some aspects of the house do suggest other work by Vivian, or the firm of 

Vivian & Gibb, like the incised volutes at the ends of the roof dormer end-rafters or 

the prominent round-arched window on a side elevation, the latter is reminiscent of 

the Elmer and Mabel Wanzer residence (ca. 1928).  Dating for this house has 

required a combination of perusing available Ithaca city directories, the 1910 U.S. 

Census, and comparison of Sanborn insurance maps. 

Curiously, the Walter and Mae Riley residence (1910-11) at 205 Fairmount 

Avenue was designed by Vivian, even though most real estate websites provide a 

date of 1925 for the construction of the house.  Although this house was discovered 

by the author while residing in Seattle, available Sanborn insurance maps show the 

house as early as 1919 and the 1929 map showed no change in the footprint,17 while 

the 1910 map was drawn before any house was constructed on this property.  

Without knowing the appearance of the house, this house is of some significance in 

Vivian’s career, as Professor William A. Riley (1876-1963) had been involved in the 

early organization of the Cornell Cosmopolitan Club and was still an honorary 

member of the organization during the design and construction of the new 

clubhouse (discussed in Chapter 7), indicative of Riley being satisfied with Vivian’s 

                                                        
16 Letter to the author from C. David Brumberg, dated 16 March 1989; however, Mr. 

Brumberg may have based his opinion regarding Vivian’s involvement on the relatively 
simple aspect of the design of the house not realizing that the range of Vivian’s residential 
design spanned the vernacular to the high-style. 

 
17 Insurance Maps of Ithaca, Tompkins County, New York (New York, N. Y.:  Sanborn 

Map Company), September 1919, map 32; Insurance Maps of Ithaca, Tompkins County, New 
York (New York, N. Y.:  Sanborn Map Company), November 1929, map 36. 
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involvement with and management of the Cornell Cosmopolitan Club commission.18  

In addition, the contractor of the Riley residence was Clarence J. Swartwood, who 

would later construct the Garrett duplex (1913-14), also discussed in Chapter 7.   

Future researchers should be aware of the first letter that the author received 

from Dorothea H. Vivian, widow of Clinton Vivian’s son, George W. Vivian: 

 
Mr. Vivian would have been pleased with the interest you show 

in his father’s career, as his widow I will give you as much 
information you requested as possible. 

Mr. Clinton L. Vivian, A.I.A., was a man of integrity and talent.  
I believe the Clinton House was re-built after a destructive fire with 
Mr. Vivian as the architect.  He did supervise work on a number of 
state buildings on [the] Cornell campus; among them Sibley Dome 
and a Home Economics building.  As for documentation, have you 
tried the State records, the local library’s newspaper files? 

Mr. Vivian also designed buildings in Dryden, N. Y. 
I am sorry to be of so little help.  Good luck on your endeavor.19 

This letter was the first evidence that the author had to suggest that Clinton L. 

Vivian had been a member of the American Institute of Architects, which was  

                                                        
18 William Albert Riley was born on 10 January 1876 in Mankato, Minnesota, the son 

of Albert Thomas Riley and Olilia Pauline (Meeg) Riley.  He earned his Bachelor of Science 
at DePauw University in 1897, where he also met his wife Mae E. (Fullhart) Riley (both 
were members of Der Deutsche Bund in 1897).  They were married in Delaware County, 
Indiana on 8 June 1905.  W. A. Riley also earned a Ph.D. while at Cornell University in 
1903, where he was on the faculty of the College of Agriculture, teaching entomology until 
1918.  Mae Riley was born on 17 October 1875 in Indiana and died in Hennepin County, 
Minnesota, on 15 April 1961.  Shortly after the death of their second daughter, Evelyn May 
Riley, at the age 3 days on 9 June 1916, W. A. Riley accepted a faculty position at the 
University of Minnesota teaching entomology and zoology.  The first daughter, Alice L. 
Riley was born in 1909 and likely precipitated the commissioning of the house at 205 
Fairmount Avenue.  W. A. Riley’s death occurred on 2 October 1963 in Hennepin County.  
(“Der Deutsche Bund,” The Mirage (Indianapolis, Ind.:  DePauw University), 1897, no 
pagination [page 179]; “Incorporated Place of Ithaca (Ward 4), County of Tompkins, State of 
New York,” Thirteenth Census of the United States:  1910—Population , 2 May 1910, Sheet 18-
A, lines 1-3; “The President’s Report for the year, 1917-18,” The Bulletin of the University of 
Minnesota, volume XXII (1919), page 32; Social Security Death Index, accessed via 
ancestry.com.) 

 
19 Letter to the author from Dorothea H. Vivian, dated 21 July 1980. 
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A-3.  C. L. Vivian?/Arnold Hopkins and Elanson Burlingame (builders), Elias 
Fulkerson residence, Dryden, New York (1909), exterior view from the southeast 
(Author, 1981). 
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subsequently verified.  The letter was also the first evidence that suggested work by 

Vivian occurred in the village of Dryden. 

The claim for works by Vivian in Dryden is quite reasonable due to its 

proximity to Ithaca, but as yet no particular work has been identified.  Among the 

several possible candidates is a house at 3 Library Road (Figure A-3).  This house 

was built by Arnold Hopkins and Elanson Burlingame in 1909-10 for Elias 

Fulkerson.  The current resident of the house is Mrs. Leon DeCamp who related the 

above information to the author, but Mrs. DeCamp knew of no involvement by 

Vivian or any other architect;20 however, the house does bear a remarkable 

resemblance to the contemporaneous Herman Bergholtz residence (Figures 7-25 and 

A-99). 

One documentary source that has come to the attention of the author 

recently, but has not been extensively utilized as it might be hoped, is The American 

Contractor, which appears to be trade journal that published notices of interest to 

contractors regarding potential construction projects including the awarding of 

contracts beginning around 1880.  Although some attempt was made by the journal 

to provide national coverage, most of the notices concern projects east of the 

Mississippi River, which is not an especial problem in connection with Vivian’s 

practice.  More problematic is the extensive amount of information that would need 

to be reviewed to find specific notices related to a particular architect in Ithaca or 

elsewhere.  The author came across this journal via Google-searches, which has 

resulted in the finding of three previously unknown residences by Vivian, as well as 

notices regarding several other known projects, which have been of some help in 

understanding specifics of those projects.  The potential remains that a more  

                                                        
20 Conversation with Mrs. Leon DeCamp on 17 September 1983. 
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thorough physical review of this publication may result in even more projects by 

Vivian; however, it should be noted that as a secondary source published at a 

location remote from Ithaca, this source has a greater potential for errors.21  One 

example involves the Walter and Julia Paine residence (1916), where The American 

Contractor notice regarding this house listed “Frank H. Haffins [sic], 311 E. State st.” 

as the general contractor for the house; however, a review of available Ithaca city 

directories indicate that the closest match to this name at the listed address was 

Frank H. Higgins, who was a plumbing contractor,  

In organizing this documentary catalogue of works, the following guidelines 

have been used.  The catalogue is divided into four parts:  Independent Work While 

Employed in the Office of William H. Miller; The Works of Vivian & Gibb, 

Architects; The Works of Clinton L. Vivian, Architect; Associated Works as a 

Superintending Architect.  There are individual works, like Unity Hall in Barneveld, 

Charles and Sarah Courtney residence in Ithaca, or Sibley Dome at Cornell 

University, which have been popularly attributed only to one of the principals of the 

partnership of Vivian & Gibb; however, this catalogue assumes that design work 

was a collaborative effort and assigns design attributions to the firm jointly.  In the 

case of the Charles E. Treman residence in Ithaca, some design work was 

accomplished while the partnership was intact and at least an equal, if not greater, 

amount was completed after the partnership’s dissolution; consequently, this work 

is listed as “Vivian & Gibb/Arthur N. Gibb.”  The works are listed chronologically 

                                                        
21 A discussion of the research methodology and terminology typically used by the 

author, including this thesis, can be found in David A. Rash,” Researching Seattle’s 
Architectural Past,” in  Jeffrey Karl Ochsner, editor, Shaping Seattle Architecture:  A Historical 
Guide to the Architects (Seattle, Wash.:  University of Washington Press in association with the 
American Institute of Architects Seattle Chapter and the Seattle Architectural Foundation), 
1994, pages 358-372.   This discussion has been updated in the second edition of this book, 
which is scheduled for publication in 2014. 



851 
 

by the approximate date of the start of construction.  If construction did not occur, 

then the approximate date of the end of design is used. 

For individual entries, the date of design is given first, which is followed 

immediately by the name of the client.  It should be noted that when building or 

project dates are listed in parenthesis the date is inclusive from the start of design to 

the end of construction.  Below the client’s name is a short description of the design 

type and its current condition, if known.  Below this information is the street address 

of the work, if known, as well as the city and state location.  For constructed works, 

the contractor or builder is listed next along with the date(s) of construction, if 

known.  When it is known that a work was built by day labor, rather than by 

awarding a general construction contract, the person or organization responsible for 

directing the construction is identified as a “builder” rather than as a “contractor.”  

When the budget of a non-executed project or the cost of a constructed work is 

known, this information is also listed.  When other design consultants (primarily 

landscape architects, but occasionally associate architects) were known to be 

involved in the design of a work, this information is provided immediately prior to 

the listing of the contractor/builder information.  When an extant project is known 

to be listed on the National Register of Historic Places (either individually or as part 

of a district) or is an Ithaca City Landmark, this status has been noted as well.  

Wherever possible a visual image is included after the textual documentation, with 

the visual image being different than any used in the main body of the thesis.  Where 

the image is based upon a photograph taken by the author, the date of the 

photograph is provided, as well as when the date is known for images provided by 

others.  For structures identified a work of either Vivian & Gibb or C. L. Vivian after 

1986 and located in Tompkins County, the author has relied upon digital imagery 

available at the website of the Tompkins County Department of Assessment, which 
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is a useful image archive in regards to physical appearance; however, the images 

available via the website are generally undated, although the original images 

hopefully have a date attached to them.22 

Although this catalog provides documentation for almost two hundred 

projects by Vivian or his firm, it is by no means a catalogue raisonné.  The George and 

Ruth Williams residence, the Walter and Jeane Carver residence, and the Elias 

Fulkerson residence suggest that there is still additional research that needs to be 

accomplished despite what this thesis has accomplished.  Indeed, as recently as 

2007, the Edward McNally residence of 1910 (Figure A-110) came to the attention of 

the author as a result of it being offered for sale;23 the realtor handling the sale was 

Margaret Hobbie, a name attached to many “Building-Structure Inventory Forms” 

for the City of Ithaca, who indicated that Vivian’s authorship of the house’s design 

was verified by a set of construction specifications to be found in the archival 

collections of the DeWitt Historical Society of Tompkins County, Inc. (now The 

History Center in Tompkins County).24  In addition, internet search engines like 

Google have allowed the identification of documentary data via a variety of 

contemporaneous publications, now digitized, like The American Contractor that have 

added to the known number of works by Vivian. 

 

                                                        
22 The author is indebted to Mary Raddant Tomlan  for information regarding the 

existence of this website and how to access it. 

 
23 The property was being sold through Audrey Edelman & Associates Realty USA 

and its offering was accessed via http://preservationdirectory.com on 21 March 2007.  As 
with most internet listings, the webpage describing the property is no longer available, but 
a print copy was made by the author at the time. 

 
24 E-mail correspondence from Margaret Hobbie to David A. Rash, on 28 March 

2007. 
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WILLIAM  H.  MILLER 
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1889-90 Erwin Library & Institute Association (estate of Cornelius B. Erwin, 
New Britain, Connecticut, donor; Robert H. Roberts, president; 
John M. Whipple, treasurer) 

library building (Erwin Library & Institute)—extant (2012)/good 
100? Schuyler Street 
Boonville, New York 

builder: J. Richards (1890) 
Erwin Library & Institute Association (1890-91) 

cost:  $13,000 
status:  National Register of Historic Places, 1973 
 
 

PLANS  BY  AN  ITHACA  ARCHITECT. 
 

Recently Boonville received a splendid gift from the estate of the late Cornelius B. 
Erwin of New Britain, Conn., the twice millionaire manufacturer, who bequeathed to 
the village and its institutions about $90,000—the sum of $5,000 to the Presbyterian 
church, $18,000 to the Baptist church, $30,500 for building and supporting a library, 
$20,000 for a park, and $5,000 for the improvement of the beautiful cemetery, south 
of the village. 

Under one of the bequests was organized and incorporated a company known as 
the Erwin library and institute association.  The heirs of John Post gave a lot on the 
corner of Schuyler and Post street, valued at $1,750, for the erection of the building, 
facing on the little triangular park in the center of the village.  Architect Vivian of 
Ithaca, a native of Boonville, was engaged to draw the plans and the building is now 
nearly completed.  It is 40x70 feet in dimensions, constructed of Trenton limestone, 
and is one of the handsomest structures in the village. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 January 1891, page 3. 
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A-4.  C. L. Vivian, Erwin Library & Institute building, Boonville, New York (1889-
91), north facade (Author, 1981). 
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1892  West Brothers 
alterations/fourth-story addition to retail/office building (West 

Block)—extant (2013) 
134-136 (36-38) East State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: William Perry (1892) demolition 
Jacob Peters (1892-93) alterations/fourth-story addition 
Jamieson & McKinney (heating work) 

cost:  $17,000 
status:  Ithaca Downtown Historic District, 2005 
 
 

The West Brothers who recently purchased two adjoining stores on State street 
expect to begin the work of improving their property about the first of August.  The 
plan calls for an entire new front from sidewalk to roof and the addition of another 
story.  The firm expect [sic] to have the work finished early in the fall. 
 
“Town Talk,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 4 July 1892, page 3. 
 
 

IMPROVING  A  BUSINESS  BLOCK. 
 

Work was begun to-day on the improvement of West Brothers’ property on East 
State street.  The changes are to be extensive and when completed will be practically 
new throughout.  The old brick front is to be taken out from street to roof and 
replaced with one of stone and iron.  A story is to be added and the interior 
arrangement and finish are to be first class.  Above the ground floor the block will be 
divided into offices and dwellings.  Gas and water will be carried to each floor and 
the block sill be heated by the McGee hot air and hot water system.  The contract for 
the rebuilding of the block has been let to William Perry. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 1 September 1892, page 3. 
 
 

Contractor Peters has been engaged by West Brothers to rebuild their store on 
East State street.  The contract price is reported to be $17,000. 
 
“Town Talk,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 4 October 1892, page 3. 
 
 

The stone work of the beautiful front of the West Brothers’ building will be 
completed in a few days.  Material for the cornice was received to-day.  The building 
will at once be enclosed and work on the interior will be hastened as rapidly as 
possible.  The contract for the steam heating plant has been let to Jamieson & 
McKinney. 
 
“Town Talk,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 4 January 1893, page 3. 
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They [Vivian & Gibb] are the architects for West Bros. building in this city, which 

is such an adornment to State street. 
 
“Town Talk,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 4 October 1892, page 3. 
 
 

The false work in front of West Brothers’ handsome building was removed to-
day. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 7 June 1893, page 3. 
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A-5.  Vivian & Gibb, West Block, Ithaca, New York (1892-93), exterior detail of 
street-level storefront (Author, 1981).
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1892-93 Henry Shaler and Harriet (Wilcox) Williams 
personal residence—extant (2013) 
282 Prospect Street 
New Haven, Connecticut 

contractor: Charles D. Kinney (1893) 
status:  Prospect Hill Historic District, 1979 
 
 

Arthur N. Gibb is in New Haven, Conn., superintending the erection of a house 
for Prof. Henry S. Williams. 
 
“Purely Personal,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 16 February 1893, page 3. 
 
 

A reporter dropped in Vivian & Gibb’s office this morning and found the two 
gentlemen busy drawing plans for various new houses in Ithaca and other places.  * 
* *  Mr. Vivian showed the reporter plans for three handsome dwellings to be erected 
in New Haven.  One is for Professor H. S. Williams, formerly of Cornell, but now at 
Yale.  His is to be a very beautiful place.  The style of architecture is colonial, the 
first story being sided, the rest shingled.  On the first floor is a large hall, reception 
room, parlor, library and dining room.  A handsome veranda runs around the side 
of the house which is to be on elevated ground.  The kitchen and laundry are to be in 
the basement.  On the second floor there are four chambers and a bath room and 
four chambers and a bath room on the third floor. 
 
“New Houses,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 April 1893, page 3. 
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A-6.  Vivian & Gibb, Henry and Harriet Williams residence, New Haven, 
Connecticut (1892-93), exterior view from the northeast (Author, 1980). 
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1892-93 William and Elizabeth (Febiger) Beebe 
personal residence—extant (2013); alteration 
262 Bradley Street 
New Haven, Connecticut 

contractor: ? (1893) 
 
 
Vivian & Gibb, 
Architects, 
Ithaca, N. Y. 
 

Jan. 21/93 
 
Dear Prof. Williams, 
 

I am sending you by this mail tracing of basement, 1st, 2nd & 3rd floor 
plans.  If you will go over these carefully and mark on these any changes you may 
want.  As far as I can see they embody about all the requirements, and [I] hope Mrs. 
Williams will find enough closet room.  I will be able to get contractors to figure on 
all three houses so have no fear of the cost running high.  Please let us have the 
tracing with changes as soon as possible so we can go on.  With regards to Mrs. 
Williams. 
 

Believe me, 
 

Very sincerely yours, 
 

Arthur N. Gibb 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries: 
Josiah Butler Williams Family Papers, Collection No. 1148, Box 26 (Letter Binder 
#13). 
 
 

The other two plans [by Vivian & Gibb] were for houses in New Haven for 
Professors Wm. Beebe and F. C. Porter. 
 
“New Houses,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 April 1893, page 3. 
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A-7.  Vivian & Gibb, William and Elizabeth Beebe residence, New Haven, 
Connecticut (1892-93), exterior view from the northwest (Author, 1980). 
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1892-93 Frank Chamberlain and Delia Wood (Lyman) Porter  
personal residence—extant (2013); alteration 
266 Bradley Street 
New Haven, Connecticut 

contractor: ? (1893) 
 
 
Vivian & Gibb, 
Architects, 
Ithaca, N. Y. 
 

Jan. 21/93 
 
Dear Prof. Williams, 
 

I am sending you by this mail tracing of basement, 1st, 2nd & 3rd floor 
plans.  If you will go over these carefully and mark on these any changes you may 
want.  As far as I can see they embody about all the requirements, and [I] hope Mrs. 
Williams will find enough closet room.  I will be able to get contractors to figure on 
all three houses so have no fear of the cost running high.  Please let us have the 
tracing with changes as soon as possible so we can go on.  With regards to Mrs. 
Williams. 
 

Believe me, 
 

Very sincerely yours, 
 

Arthur N. Gibb 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries: 
Josiah Butler Williams Family Papers, Collection No. 1148, Box 26 (Letter Binder 
#13). 
 
 

The other two plans [by Vivian & Gibb] were for houses in New Haven for 
Professors Wm. Beebe and F. C. Porter. 
 
“New Houses,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 April 1893, page 3. 
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A-8.  Vivian & Gibb, Frank and Delia Porter residence, New Haven, Connecticut 
(1892-93), exterior detail of entrance porch from the northwest (Author, 1983). 
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1892?-93 Francis “Frank” H. and Mary W. Romer  
personal residence—extant (2013); resurfaced 
311 (55) South Albany Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Frank Alexander (1893) 
 
 

Mr. F. H. Romer is to build a handsome residence on South Albany street.  The 
contract has been let to Frank Alexander. 
 
“Building Notes,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 30 March 1893, page 3. 
 
 

They [Vivian & Gibb] are the architects for Mr. Frank Romer’s new house on 
South Albany street.  The reporter was permitted to look at these plans and they 
show a very nice arrangement.  The building is to be of frame, sided to the second 
story, then shingled, with plastered half timbered, and shingle roof.  On the first 
floor is a staircase hall, parlor, dining room, kitchen, pantry and store room.  In the 
parlor will be a handsome fire place.  On the second floor will be four chambers and 
a bath room.  The house is to be heated by steam.  The front elevation plan gives 
prominence of a very tasty house.  * * * 
 
“New Houses,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 April 1893, page 3. 
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A-9.  Vivian & Gibb, Frank and Mary Romer residence, Ithaca, New York (1892?-93; 
altered), exterior view from the northeast (Author, 1981). 
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1893  William E. and Winifred L. Pearson 
personal residence—unbuilt project 
404? (104?) University Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 

 
 

* * *   They [Vivian & Gibb] have also drawn plans for a new house to be built by 
Mr. W. E. Pearson on University avenue.  This is to be quite a large house of frame 
material and quite artistic.  The basement will contain the kitchen and dining room.  
The 1st floor will have parlor, sitting room, staircase, hall and three studies; the 
second floor [will have] six chamber and bath room.  * * * 
 
“New Houses,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 April 1893, page 3. 
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1893  Helen Culver 
(rental?) duplex—unbuilt project 
? North Aurora Street 
Ithaca, New York 

 
 

* * *   They [Vivian & Gibb] are also just completing plans for Miss Helen Culver 
who will build a double house on North Aurora street.  The first story is to be of 
brick and the second story shingle.  In each house there will be on the first floor a 
parlor, dining room, sitting room and kitchen; one the 2nd floor [there will be] three 
chambers and a bathroom and on the third floor three chambers.  * * * 
 
“New Houses,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 April 1893, page 3. 
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1893  Treman, King & Company (Elias Treman) 
retail arcade/office building—unbuilt project 
101-107 (3-7) East State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

 
 

Plans being made by Architects Vivian & Gibb, for an arcade building adjoining 
[the] postoffice and opera house, erection of which is contemplated by the Messrs. 
Treman in the near future, include a passenger elevator,—the first in the city of 
Ithaca. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 24 July 1893, page 3. 
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1893  unidentified client 
house—unknown 
unidentified address 
New Haven, Connecticut 

 
 

Architects Vivian & Gibb are making plans for several new buildings to be 
erected here next spring, also plans for three new houses to be built at New Haven, 
Conn. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 25 November 1893, page 3. 
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1893  unidentified client 
house—unknown 
unidentified address 
New Haven, Connecticut 

 
 

Architects Vivian & Gibb are making plans for several new buildings to be 
erected here next spring, also plans for three new houses to be built at New Haven, 
Conn. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 25 November 1893, page 3. 
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1893  unidentified client 
house—unknown 
unidentified address 
New Haven, Connecticut 

 
 

Architects Vivian & Gibb are making plans for several new buildings to be 
erected here next spring, also plans for three new houses to be built at New Haven, 
Conn. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 25 November 1893, page 3. 
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1893-94 University of Cincinnati 
academic building—competition project 
? Clifton Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

budget: $200,000 
 
 

THE  COMPETITION  FOR  THE  NEW 
UNIVERSITY  BUILDINGS  OF  CINCINNATI. 

 
THE competition for the New University buildings, recently decided in favor of 
Messrs. Samuel Hannaford & Sons, seems to have been a well conducted affair as 
competitions go, and a short review may not be uninteresting. 

The conditions were copied from the New York City-hall competition 
programme, but they were not quite so elaborate. 

There were three prizes offered, $500, $300, and $200 respectively, to the three 
designs judged most meritorious.  The only difference from the usual method of 
making such awards being that the architect who got the $500-prize also got the job 
at the usual rate of five per cent upon the cost, whereas all architects who go into 
these phantom-chasing expeditions well know that the $500 should go to some 
competitor not fortunate enough to get the execution of the work at the usual rate; 
the committee, however (from lack of good architectural advice, no doubt), though 
otherwise, and so heaped riches and honors upon the head of the successful 
aspirant. 

The committee, who considered themselves competent to judge in maters 
architectural, were selected from among our best citizens, judges, doctors, 
merchants and professors, men above reproach, so that we can heartily say that the 
competition was conducted with perfect fairness, and if any errors were made they 
were of the head and not of the heart. 

The profession must have felt that they were in good and safe hands, or else 
there would not have been so liberal a response to the call.  As it was twenty-six [sic] 
architects responded, and each submitted about 200 square feet of paper, for the 
most covered with [the] results of labor and brain work, the latter not of the highest 
grade in all cases.  The lack of brains, however, showed in only three or four designs, 
as, for the most part, the designs were very meritorious. 

There can be no doubt but [that] the committee arrived at a just conclusion in 
awarding the first place to Messrs. Hannaford & Sons, at least, so far as the plan is 
concerned, as it is simple, well studied, and as different rooms, halls, stairs, etc., are 
all placed in their proper places; well disposed, well lighted, and well arranged, it is 
without question the best plan of the twenty-six [sic].  We wish as much could be 
said of the exterior; but architectural truth and justice will not permit such a 
statement such a statement, as there were, at least, half a dozen exteriors that an 
unprejudiced architect would place ahead of the one that the committee put the 
ribbon on.  As a rule, committees look more to the plan than they to the elevation, 
and in competitions of this kind if the competitor will ally himself out on his plans, 
and feel sure that the subject has been exhausted, he need not be so particular about 
his elevations.  After all, they are only to be judged by architects and as architects do 
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not build houses (except for other people), why, what’s the difference?  So, hereafter, 
O, Ye Competitors, take care of the plan—the elevations will take care of themselves. 

After the first place was awarded, the committee awarded the second place to J. 
W. McLaughlin and the third Mr. S. S. Godley, so that Cincinnati carried off all the 
honors, and had there been a few more prizes, no doubt she would have secured 
them also, as there were several other Cincinnati architects in the list of competitors, 
and a man on the ground is worth two in New York or elsewhere, for the reason that 
he has a better chance of ascertaining the needs of such a building, and can interview 
the faculty; this fact accounts for the fact that outsiders, for the most part, put the 
main lecture-hall (about 50’ x 70’) on the second or even the third floor, which while 
not exactly contrary to instructions, yet was not what the building needed, and it is 
strange that even several of the Cincinnati architects fell into this same error.  The 
committee, no doubt, thought architects should know as much as they (the 
committee) about the building, or else the said instructions would have contained 
another line stating that the hall, containing 36,000 square feet or thereabouts, must 
be on the ground floor. 

The instructions stated that the main building was to cost about $100,000 and 
the wings about $75,000; it may be that this sum will do the work, provided all 
decorative work, approaches, etc., are left to be considered as outside the pale of the 
buildings proper.  Messrs. Hannaford’s plans will come as near the mark in this 
regard as any of the designs submitted; however, several manifestly would go far 
beyond the limit of cost, and therefore, no matter how meritorious they might 
otherwise be, this one thing would militate against them. 

There were eight designs that were Gothic (some more so than others), four 
Romanesque, so-called, and eight Classic or bordering thereon, and the rest it would 
be hard to name, except one design, the authors of which were bold enough to strike 
out into the hitherto untrodden path of the Persians and made a blind stagger at 
some temple or another at Persepolis.  This was, we are glad to say, the only real 
freak in the exhibition. 

The following is the list of architects who were attracted by the light, in the hope 
of getting a rather good job at five per cent: 

1.  Samuel Hannaford & Sons, Cincinnati:  placed first.  Drawings well rendered.  
Elevations bordering on Classic. 

2.  James W. McLaughlin, Cincinnati:  awarded second place.  Plan entirely 
different from those placed first and third, and that is what strikes a critic as being 
strange.  Did not follow instructions in several particulars; outside, Romanesque, 
after McLaughlin.  Two exterior designs, and one wondered why, as they were so 
nearly alike. 

3.  S. S. Godley, Cincinnati:  placed third by the committee, where in our 
judgment it rightfully belonged.  Rendering, very good.  Exterior, free Classic and 
good.  Violated instructions in that the approaches were shown.  Wings on different 
level from main building.  Front colonnade, useless and very expensive. 

4.  Des Jardins & Hayward, Cincinnati:  should have been placed second.  
Rendering, good; elevations, good, plain, clear-cut Classic.  Plan nearer to first prize 
than any one in the room, except the one that “got there.” 

5.  A. O. Elzner, Cincinnati:  Perhaps the best showing of any so far as the 
mechanical part is concerned.  Exterior, Romanesque.  Large dome, evidently the 
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result of the World’s Fair, every expensive.  The whole design shows much study but 
too much effort after the unattainable. 

6.  H. E. Siter, Cincinnati:  Well prepared set.  Romanesque, perhaps, but with 
enough English Gothic here and there to make it difficult to say just what it was.  
Hall on third story; plan otherwise good. 

7.  Raymond & Rabenstein, Cincinnati:  Persian; beyond analysis or criticism. 
8.  Sweeney & Robinson of Cincinnati. 
9.  Paul C. Pape, Cincinnati. 
10.  F. E. Townsend, Hamilton, O.:  Gothic. 
11.  W. B. Bigelow, and H. D. Hooker, New York:  Rendering, good.  Gothic; 

whole thing good, but entirely too expensive.  Plan well studied, but not on the right 
track. 

12.  John Lyman Faxon, Boston:  Classic.  Hall on third floor, expensive 
colonnade entire length of main building, on the rear up to, but not connecting with, 
the wings.  This was a stumper to the critical eye.  Design and rendering not up to 
the average. 

13.  Glover & Carrel, Brooklyn, N. Y.:  Hall on third floor, plan not suited to 
purpose, too much wasted room at entrance.  Exterior, Classic, best of its class in 
the exhibit, and barring the theatre-like low dome, the exterior was pleasing in the 
extreme. 

14.  Vivian & Gibb, Ithaca, N. Y.:  Gothic and very good, in fact the best Gothic 
design in the room; perhaps not just suited to the quiet dignity of a college building, 
but nevertheless good.  Hall on the second floor; rendering good. 

15.  Alfred H. Granger:  Gothic, and would have been good except for having too 
much window.  Gothic, like every other style, requires some wall-surface for dignity 
and repose; hall and library, top floor; rendering, good. 

16.  G. W. Bunting & Co., Indianapolis:  Romanesque.  Two immense vent-
stacks on front, the most prominent feature of design, whereas such should have 
been very subdued. 

17.  W. S. Dutton, Cleveland, O.:  Gothic.  Design and rendering, good. 
18.  Chas. I. Williams, Dayton, O.:  Classic.  Design and rendering, fairly good.  

Plan not much studied, and rendering [is] what the boys in the office would call 
“sloppy.” 

19.  Wilson & Shuster, Pittsburgh, Pa.:  Classic, with court-house dome.  Plans, 
passable.  Rendering, passable. 

20.  Samuel A. Ballard, Springfield, Ill. 
21.  Makepeace & Faber, Syracuse, N. Y.:  Hall on second floor.  Good Gothic 

exterior.  Rendering, passable. 
22.  Wesley Arnold, M. A., Clinton, Iowa:  Romanesque, so-called. 
23.  W. E. Farra, McConnellsville, O.:  Did not follow instructions.  Rendering, 

passable.  Plan and elevation, bad. 
24.  Jas. B. Nettleton & W. B. Stratter, Detroit:  Gothic.  Rendering, poor. 
This affair teaches one that it is no use to into a competition, unless he lays 

himself out for all he is worth—either let the thing alone, or give it the study and 
work it demands, for some one or more competitors are sure to do this, and then the 
poorly gotten-up plans look forlorn alongside of their more serious neighbors.  These 
competitions come high, but it seems that we must have them:  one of the 
competing architects said that their set cost them $150.00  good and lawful money 
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of the United States.  There were others that certainly cost more, and some that may 
have cost less, so that it would be within reason to say that $4,000 were spent in this 
competition, besides wear and tear of brains, and at least twenty-two persons 
getting their feelings hurt. 
 
The American Architect & Building News, volume XLIV, number 955 (14 April 1894), 
pages 20-21. 
 
 

Architects Samuel Hannaford & Sons report the following:  For the University of 
Cincinnati, a school structure, 400 feet long; three stories and basement; materials:  
pressed brick, tile roof, hot-blast heat, iron, metal, lathing, dumb waiters, boilers, 
terra cotta, gas, plumbing, gymnasium fixtures, engines, and in fact all the modern 
improvements; cost $200,000.  This firm received the first prize in the competition.  * 
* * 
 
“Synopsis of Building News—Cincinnati, Ohio,” The Inland Architect & News Record, 
volume XXIII, number 3 (April 1894), page 36. 
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1893-94 Simeon and Minnie E. Smith 
personal residence—extant (2013) 
201 (11) Oak Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Jenks & Lamkin (1894) 
 
 

Attorney Simeon Smith contemplates building a residence on East Hill next 
spring. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 25 October 1893, page 3. 
 
 

* * *  These gentlemen [Vivian & Gibb] are also the architects in the course of 
construction for Simeon Smith, Esq. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 11 May 1894, page 3. 
 
 

Messrs. Jenks & Lamkin have secured a contract for the carpenter work on a 
house for Simeon Smith, and are also at work on a house, preparatory to plastering, 
for Jeremy Smith.  These houses are being built just east of Prof. Waite’s school. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 25 May 1894, page 3. 
 
 

Mr. Simeon Smith is erecting a house on Oak Avenue. 
 
“Some New Buildings,” Ithaca Morning Herald, 9 October 1894, page 4. 
 
 

The new residence of City Attorney Simeon Smith, near Prof. Waite’s 
Preparatory School, is nearly completed and is a very handsome house. 
 
“Ithaca Laconics,” Ithaca Morning Herald, 17 December 1894, page 4. 
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A-10.  Vivian & Gibb, Simeon and Minnie Smith residence, Ithaca, New York (1893-
94), exterior view from the southwest (Author, 1981). 
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1893-94 The Cascailla School (Lucien A. Wait, director) 
boathouse/athletic club house—extant (2013); renovation (1899); 

renovation (1902); alteration 
Stewart Park (at the mouth of Fall Creek) 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Stephen M. Oltz (1894-95) 
cost:  $8,000 
status:  National Register of Historic Places, 1991 
 
 

A  FIVE  THOUSAND  DOLLAR  BOAT  HOUSE. 
 

A boat house to cost $5,000 is to be built for the use of pupils of the Cascadilla 
school.  The site is on the land owned by Prof. Wait at the head of the lake.  The 
plans have been drawn by Vivian & Gibb and call for a building two stories high, 
oblong in shape and surmounted by wide verandas.  Several peaks and towers 
complete the attractiveness of the exterior.  On the first floor will be the boat room, 
hall, locker department, shower baths, lavatories, etc.  The boat room will be 38x64 
feet, lighted by eleven large windows and will have all the necessary paraphernalia.  
The large doors open out onto the slip which faces Fall Creek.  Immediately back of 
the boat room is the locker room containing lockers for forty students; this room is 
heated by an open fireplace.  A wide veranda entirely around on the first floor, an 
extension of which on the southwest corner makes an excellent diving stage.  The 
assembly room is on the second floor and is finished in natural wood and will be 
used as a reception hall or for banquets and balls during the winter and summer. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 21 November 1893, page 3. 
 
 

CASCADILLA  BOAT  HOUSE. 
 

A Crew for Our Most Important Preparatory School. 
 

Rowing is considered to be the foremost branch of athletic in the University and 
it is eminently desirable that men have some knowledge of handling an oar before 
entering.  This will be made possible by the movement now on foot by which the two 
preparatory schools of the University; the Ithaca High School and the Cascadilla 
School, will have crews.  Our own coach, Mr. Courtney will train them, so the 
knowledge obtained will be of direct assistance to them in getting a seat in the 
Varsity boat. 

The Cascadilla crew is now an assured thing and the next move is to build a 
boat house.  Professor Wait, the director of the school, owns a large plot of land at 
the mouth of Fall Creek, which would make an excellent location, easy of access in 
as much as the street railway will be extended down that way next season.  The 
plans have already been drawn. 

The proposed building will be a two story oblong structure surrounded by wide 
verandas, the monotony of the roof being broken by several small towers.  The 
dimensions will be one hundred by eighty feet. 
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On the first floor will be a boat room, baths, and lockers for forty students.  On 
the second floor will be an assembly room which may be used for banquets and 
receptions.  The architect’s plans call for $4000 and subscriptions are now being 
circulated among the students and alumni of the school to raise the sum. 
 
Cornell Daily Sun, 24 November 1893, page 1. 
 
 

WORK  SLACKING  UP. 
 

Contractor Oltz was asked today [about] the outlook for continuance of work 
for the artisans of the city.  He said:  “I don’t know how it is with others but the 
prospect for me and my men does not extend beyond the middle of October unless 
something unexpected develops.  We shall have the Cascadilla Club house roofed 
and enclosed next week.  Early in October the floors will all be laid and work ended 
there for this year.  There are fifteen or twenty carpenters now at work there.  I have 
a small force doing some painting on the plant in the Gorge.  I fear the season will 
end abruptly and prematurely with us.” 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 22 September 1894, page 3. 
 
 

CASCADILLA  CLUB  AND  BOATHOUSE. 
 

A Handsome Building at the Mouth of Fall Creek. 
 

Last evening a reported called at the house of Professor Parsell to obtain a 
description of the new club house erected for the students of Cascadilla school.  It is 
irregular in outline, 117 feet in length and its greatest width is 80 feet.  Fall Creek 
joins the lake, while on the east end is an octagonal tower projecting well out from 
the line of the building.  The roof is curved to give it a pagoda-like effect. 

Encircling the structure on the second story is a piazza eight feet in width, 
furnishing fine view of the lake and the surrounding country.  The first floor is given 
up to what is termed “the boat room,” a large locker room and a bathing 
compartment.  On the second floor is the reception parlor, a committee room and 
dressing rooms, also the janitor’s room.  Surmounting the main building, a story 
above, is a well appointed observatory. 

Vivian & Gibb, of Ithaca, were the architects and the cost thus far, in getting the 
boat under cover and putting in some partitions, has been $5000.  There will be 
considerable more expense in finishing up the interior. 

In regard to Cascadilla aquatics the Professor said that the prospect was bright 
for the crews.  Four of last year’s men are back.  He called attention to the unusual 
fact that the Aquatic Association was a regularly incorporated body under the laws 
of New York State and that the base ball, tennis and field and track athletic 
associations, it formed the Cascadilla Council similar in function to that of the 
University’s. 

It may be of interest to state that the 13 acres belonging to the School are soon to 
be laid out as a park and athletic grounds for the use of students. 
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Surely with such a beautiful and commodious boathouse, and under the 
guidance of a trainer like Courtney, Cascadilla should turn out some winning crews, 
while with the enjoyment of these advantages the prospective Cornellians should 
find abundant opportunities to develope [sic] their athletic talent. 
 
Cornell Daily Sun, 2 October 1894, page 1. 
 
 

At Prof. Waite’s [sic] boat house, builder Oltz is constructing a platform and 
float, and within a week it will be ready for occupancy by the boys. 
 
“In Short,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 18 April 1895, page 3. 
 
 

A pretty picture, from the lake, is the Cascadilla School boat and club house.  
Small wonder!  Cunning artists devised it; skilled hands reared it and it is said to 
represent $5,000 as it now is,—not yet complete.  With its shower baths and other 
details supplied it is believed that $8,000 will be near the cost. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 25 April 1895, page 3. 
 
 
Proposed Boat House, Cascadilla School, Ithaca, N. Y. 
[presentation drawing of the exterior from the northwest] 
 
published: “Cascadilla New Boat House,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 20 January 1894,  

page 3. 
“The Cascadilla Crew,” Cornell Daily Sun, 16 June 1894, page 7. 
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A-11.  Vivian & Gibb, Cascadilla School boathouse, Ithaca, New York (1893-95; 
altered), aerial presentation drawing of the exterior from the northeast (Cornell Daily 
Sun, 16 June 1894). 
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1894  Cayuga Lake Electric Railway Company (Herman Bergholtz, 
president; William Hand, secretary-treasurer) 

restaurant pavilion—extant (2013); alteration 
kitchen addition to restaurant pavilion—extant (2013) 
dance pavilion—exists (2013); alteration (1915); renovation 
water tower—destroyed (1954)/wind storm 
colonnade (“peristyle”)—unbuilt project 
band stand (“pagoda”)—destroyed 
concession stand (“tea house”)—extant (1995); alteration 
covered trolley stop—unbuilt project 
boathouses—destroyed 
bathhouse—destroyed 
Stewart (Renwick) Park 
Ithaca, New York 

landscape: William Webster, Rochester, New York 
contractor: James Renwick (1894) sitework 

Stephen M. Oltz (1894-95) structures 
cost:  $25,000 
 
 

RAILWAY  EXTENSION. 
 

Electrics to Percy Field.  A New Park. 
 

Ever since the street railroad system of this city passed into the hands of the 
present managers, no effort has been spared to make it second to none in efficiency 
and in meeting the demands of its patrons. 

Manager Bergholtz announces that work on the park at the head of the lake has 
been commenced and is being pushed rapidly forward.  The park is to be at the 
terminus of the line and is fitted up from the land owned by the Company at this 
part of the lake shore.  The park will comprise about sixty acres with a lake front of 
fifteen hundred feet. 

In the center of the park a lagoon is to be made which will be a source of 
pleasure in the summer, and which can be used for skating in winter.  A system of 
electric lights will be put up throughout the park.  The electrics are to be run right in 
upon the grounds.  In addition to the lagoon a pavilion and a boat house are to be 
constructed.  The boat house will be able to store two hundred boats.  A dock will be 
built in connection with the boat house just at the edge of the park, and will be the 
landing place of both the new and old lines of lake steamers.  Along the lake front a 
bulkhead is to be built to protect the shore, park, and boat house landings. 

The grading of the road to the park will be finished to-day.  By the seventh of 
June the company will be able to carry people down to the new terminus.  The length 
of the extension is from a mile and a quarter to a mile and a half.  It will pass 
straight on from Tioga street across the creek, by the company’s own bridge, and 
touch at the west side of Percy Field.  A gate will be opened up on that side so that 
the athletes can catch a car directly from the field. 

The extension will certainly be of great convenience to students of the University 
as well as to townspeople and pleasure seekers generally. 
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Cornell Daily Sun, 4 May 1894, page 1. 
 
 

A handsome series of designs for the proposed buildings at Renwick Park have 
been prepared and submitted to the management, upon its order, by Messrs. Vivian 
& Gibb.  * * * 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 11 May 1894, page 3. 
 
 

Mr. Jeff Renwick is superintending the labor at Renwick Park. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 14 June 1894, page 3. 
 
 

The pavilion, for which the foundation piers are now being laid, is promised to 
be roofed by the 26th instant by Builder Oltz. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 14 June 1894, page 3. 
 
 

The frame of the main pavilion at Renwick Park has been erected and the roof is 
being shingled. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 23 June 1894, page 3. 
 
 

A band stand is to be located in the vicinity of both restaurant and ice cream 
pavilions.  Bathing houses are to erected a few rods west of the main pavilion.  The 
latter, which will cost $5,000 to build and $3,000 to furnish and equip, is believed 
will prove inadequate for next season’s demands upon it and will be duplicated. 
 
“Renwick Jottings,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 7 July 1894, page 3. 
 
 

Renwick was crowded as usual nearly all day yesterday. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 17 July 1894, page 3. 
 
 

A large annex to be used as a kitchen is being attached to the south side of the 
main pavilion.  The original kitchen was decided to be too small. 
 
“Renwick Remarks,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 17 July 1894, page 3. 
 
 

Work on the dancing pavilion at Renwick has been begun. 
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“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 26 July 1894, page 3. 
 
 

The restaurant pavilion is completed. 
 
“Renwick Notes,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 2 August 1894, page 3. 
 
 

The lumber for the water tower, which is to be heavily timbered, and for the 
house for the Cornell [sic] boat launch has been ordered.  A car load of each is 
expected to arrive to-day. 

* * *   
A white oak counter top, requiring a day or two’s work, is delaying completion 

of the “tea-house” or soda water pavilion. 
 
“Renwickiana,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 7 August 1894, page 3. 
 
 

“* * *  We are at once to proceed to cover those piles at the east of the pier with a 
model boat house.  That dancing pavilion is this spring to be made the counterpart 
of the restaurant pavilion.  It is 40x70 [feet] and you will find that the weather has 
not damaged the oiled floor during the winter past.  We shall also finish up the 
water tower; but the peristyle or connecting court will this year fail for lack of time.” 

* * *   
“Mr. Webster has directed all trees and shrubs to be removed from that portion 

lying west of the dancing pavilion.  He says [that] there must be there a treeless 
lawn, with tennis courts and croquet fields.  He says that trees over abundant 
become so common as to lose their beauty.  That sunshine and shadow may be too 
finely interlaced.  That is professional vaguery, perhaps; but he is our doctor and we 
must take down the,—trees.  But there stand two or three beauties which it has 
taken a long time to grow and I shall beg hard that they be spared.” 
 
“The Renwick Tract,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 27 April 1895, page 3. 
 
 

Contractor Oltz assures us that the band stand at Renwick Park will be finished 
in time for concert use on Memorial Day.  He is working only 18 or 20 men at 
present; but upon arrival next week of the lumber ordered he will double his force 
and push the completion of [the] water tower and dancing pavilion and begin both 
the Jarvis and Park boat house.  * * * 
 
“Pick-Ups,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 27 May 1895, page 3. 
 
 

The dancing pavilion at Renwick was opened last evening.  The Ithaca Band 
discoursed excellent music and a goodly company enjoyed “tripping the light 
fantastic toe” until a late hour.  The crowd of onlookers was large. 
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“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 20 July 1895, page 3. 
 
 

The carpenters at work on narrow scaffolding adjusting the roof cornice to the 
tall water tower are compelled to govern every movement with exceeding caution.  A 
half day’s accomplishment of terra firma is counted equivalent to a good day’s 
work up so near the clouds. 
 
“Park Pickings,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 24 July 1895, page 3. 
 
 

The Renwick pier boat house is completed and floats placed.  A bath house at 
the west side of the pier is to be provided. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 9 August 1895, page 3. 
 
 

The colonnade to connect the pavilions may not be built this summer. 
 
“Renwick Beach Spray,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 8 June 1897, page 3. 
 
 
untitled 
[group of drawings] 
group includes: Lake Front [north elevation] of Main Pavilions 

Plan 
 
published:  Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 August 1895, page 3. 
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A-12.  Vivian & Gibb, Renwick Park restaurant pavilion, Ithaca, New York (1894-95; 
altered), west facade (Author, 1981). 

 

A-13.  Vivian & Gibb, Renwick Park dance pavilion, Ithaca, New York (1894-95; 
altered), exterior view from the northwest (Author, 1981). 
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A-14.  Vivian & Gibb, Renwick Park concession stand, Ithaca, New York (1894-95; 
altered), exterior view from the southwest (Author, 1981). 
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1894  Hannah M. Dana (Mrs. A. B. Dana) 
three-unit apartment building—unbuilt project 
113 (15) East Buffalo Street 
Ithaca, New York 

 
 

Vivian & Gibb have made plans for a three story flat to be built [for] Mrs. A. B. 
Dana on her lot east of the Dudgeon property on Buffalo street and facing DeWitt 
Park.  Work on the building is to be commenced at once. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 12 June 1894, page 3. 
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1894  Ithaca Board of Fire Commissioners (building owner) 
William H. Sage Fire Company (tenant; later Neriton Fire Company 

No. 9) 
Jonathan Snaith (property owner) 
firehouse building—extant (2013); relocation/alteration (1905); front 

addition (1907-08); alteration/renovation for restaurant (The 
Nines) 

135 (33) Dryden Road [building has been relocated to 311 College 
Avenue as rear portion of new Neriton Fire Company No. 9 
building] 

Ithaca, New York 
contractor: Arthur Merrill (1894-95) 
cost:  $1,300 
 
 

The William H. Sage Fire Company was organized September 19, 1894 and 
during the October meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners forty-seven men 
were signed up as firemen.  A station was built on Dryden Road in the location of 
the present First National Bank and Trust Company parking lot. 

At the meeting of the members February 5, 1895 the name of the company was 
changed to Neriton Fire Company No. 9.  On May 16, 1895 a new Halloway 
Chemical Engine arrived and was placed in service.  It had twin 35 gallons and cost 
$1100.  The station, on Dryden Road, had been constructed at a cost of about 
$1200.  One of the hose carts was transferred from downtown to the new company 
putting them in business.  The first alarm answered was practically a false alarm 
since it was for ashes behind the Sibley shops.  That was at 12:45 PM on Sunday, 
June 9, 1895. 
 
Bob Robinson, Ithaca Fire Department (Ithaca, N. Y.:  Cayuga Press, Inc.), 1977, page 
25. 
 
 

Firehouse speaks of East Hill change 

 
By Mary Raddant Tomlan 
Special to The Journal 
 

Surely the 1905 image of the No. 9 firehouse en route to its current resting place 
on the east side of College Avenue is a picture worthy of a thousand words.  Less 
will suffice here in this story of East Hill development, fire protection, town-gown 
cooperation, and the challenges of moving buildings. 

The growth of Cornell University on East Hill brought a transformation of the 
semi-rural landscape into a center of academic, residential and commercial life.  As 
the number of students, faculty and staff increased, so also did the concentration of 
dwellings and the value of property on campus and in the surrounding area. 

With potential fire hazards in a variety of heating, lighting and cooking sources, 
and with the challenges of bringing fire-fighting equipment up the hill from the 
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village below, there were frequent calls for improvements in water pressure and 
volume, and for a fire station closer to campus. 

Matters came to a head with an August 1894 meeting, attended by about 100 
persons.  Residents, businessmen and faculty members joined forces and, with the 
Common Council’s permission, formed the W. H. Fire Company No. 9. 

The city agreed to provide an existing hose cart and suitable accommodations.  
Various locations were considered, form land owned by Cornell University south of 
Cascadilla Creek to a recently constructed building on Dryden Road east of Heustis 
Street (now College Avenue). 

See EAST HILL, 2B 
In October, the city was offered favorable terms on a 25-foot-by-100-foot site on 

the south side of Dryden Road, just west of Heustis Street.  Plans and specifications 
were donated by the local architectural firm of Vivian and Gibb, and the 
construction contract was awarded to Arthur Merrill, with the cost to be about 
$1,300. 

By the time No. 9’s firehouse was completed in early summer 1895, company 
members had raised funds for a chemical engine (the city’s first), half of that sum 
contributed by Cornell University and half subscribed by East Hill residents. 

Within 10 years, it became apparent that these facilities would soon be 
inadequate.  When John J. Gainey offered to trade a larger lot on the east side of 
Heustis Street for the firehouse lot, city officials agreed. 

The firehouse was moved off its Dryden Road foundations in mid-July 1905, but 
miscalculations about the building’s weight and problems with the moving 
apparatus added up to an approximately three-week journey to the new site.  There 
it was placed toward the rear of the lot in anticipation of future additions and 
improvements. 

In 1907, the once-touted home of East Hill’s chemical engine would be relegated 
to a subordinate role behind a new No. 9 firehouse, a role it still plays at the rear of 
The Nines on College Avenue. 
 
The Ithaca Journal, 18 September 2004, pages 1B and 2B [copy of article provided to 
the author by Mary R. Tomlan, in May 2013]. 
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A-15.  Vivian & Gibb, Neriton Fire Company No. 9 firehouse, Ithaca, New York 
(1894-95; altered), exterior detail from the northeast (courtesy, Beth Spergel, 2009). 
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1894  Ludlowville Board of Education (Grant H. Halsey, principal) 
school building (Union Free School)—extant (2013); addition (1909-

10); tower roof alteration; renovation for residence 
10 Old School Road 
Ludlowville, New York 

contractor: ? (1894-95) 
budget: $3,000 
 
 

It is proposed that there be a new school house erected in town and there is a 
special school meeting called on the 24th of May.  Three thousand dollars will be 
about the amount asked for.  It is to be hoped [that] the project will be successful as 
the town needs it. 
 
“Ludlowville,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 10 May 1894, page 3. 
 
 

Work on the new school house is to begin soon.  The old house will be removed 
from its present site this week and work on the new building will begin immediately. 
 
“Ludlowville,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 30 August 1894, page 3. 
 
 

The dedication exercises of the Ludlowville school will be held next Friday 
evening, February 1st. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 25 January 1895, page 3. 
 
 

Ludlowville is booming that is sure.  It has only been resting for the past few 
years to get a new start.  In the last two years we have seen the Salt Plant anchored, 
many new houses raised and old ones repaired.  A union free school established and 
a handsome new building raised.  The Presbyterian church revived, our cemetery 
refenced and the grounds improved and other improvements too numerous to 
mention.  Then we hope will come the new road to the lake, a telephone to the depot 
and eventually electric lights and street cars and with these will appear larger 
population, more work for men and with [the] discontinuance of road carts, more 
business for our merchants.  Hope is revived in all hearts as to the future of our 
village. 

The dedicatory exercises of the Union Free School building were held in the 
Presbyterian church on Friday evening, Feb. 1st.  Too much cannot be said in praise 
of the meeting.  Eloquent and stirring addresses were given by Prof. Wood of the 
Groton Union School and Prof. Bigelow of the Moravia School and also by Rev. Mr. 
Myers of the M. E. church [and] Rev. W. W. Ketchum of the Presbyterian church.  
We are all justly proud of our principal Mr. G. H. Halsey.  His presentation address 
was excellent and well rendered and we all feel greatly indebted to him for his 
untiring efforts in aiding us to secure a Union Free School and also for making this 
important meeting such a grand success.  The music, flag Miss Flora Sincerbeaux, 
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and the musical instructress, Miss Frances R. Lyon.  The address given by our 
commissioner Miss Gale was all that could be desired. 

After the exercises at the church the audience adjourned to the new school 
building where they were served with an elaborate repast and after a social hour 
returned to their homes well satisfied with the evening and proud of the new 
buildings and grateful for the efforts of those who have been instrumental in 
securing for us our Union Free School. 
 
“Ludlowville,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 6 February 1895, page 3. 
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A-16.  Vivian & Gibb, Union Free School building, Ludlowville, New York (1894-95), 
exterior detail of the main entrance (Author, 1981). 
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1895  The Ithaca Club (tenant) 
Andrus & Church (building owner) 
renovation for a men’s social club of rented space in commercial 

building (Andrus & Church Block)—destroyed (1899) 
141 (41) East State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Jenkins & Lamkin (1895) 
Ithaca Plumbing & Steam Fitting Company (plumbing) 
E. Curtis (interior decorations) 
The Bool Company (furniture) 
E. M. Hall (carpets and hangings) 
Rothschild Brothers (rugs) 

 
 

NEW  QUARTERS. 
 

 “The Ithaca Club,” whose membership is made up mostly of the young 
business men of the city, finding more commodious accommodations desirable than 
are extended by the two floors of the Tillot Kenney block, now occupied, has leased, 
for five years with [the] privilege of ten, the third and fourth stories of the Andrus & 
Church block, recently used by the Chi Psi college fraternity.  The lessors have agreed 
to make radical improvements in the premises in conformity with plans prepared by 
Messrs. Vivian & Gibb, architects.  The contract for steam heating outfit has been 
awarded to the “The Ithaca Steam Heating and Plumbing company.”  Possession is 
to be had as soon after March first as possible.  There is room for four billiard tables 
in one of the new apartments, which will be provided, one at a time, as fast as 
desired.  A force of men is now hastening the alterations and decorations.  It is 
intended to add $1,000 worth of furnishings to those already possessed. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 18 February 1895, page 3. 
 
 

IN  PLEASANT  QUARTERS 
 

THE  ITHACA  CLUB  SETTLED  IN  ITS  NEW  HOME. 
 

Two Floors in the Andrus & Church Block Fitted up for the Club’s Especial 
Use—New Furniture—Tasteful Decorations and a Cosey [sic] Lunch Room. 

 
The Ithaca Club, a purely organization, is now comfortably domiciled in new 

quarters in the Andrus & Church building.  The club leased the two upper floors, the 
owner of the building making extensive alterations, on plans prepared by Messrs. 
Vivian & Gibb.  Steam heat and all modern conveniences were put in, and Ithaca can 
now boast one of the finest club quarters to be found in this part of the state.  The 
furnishings are practically new throughout, the club leaving the selection of 
decorations and furnishings to Mr. Vivian with the result that everything is in 
harmony; Mr. Vivian proving himself to be an adept not only in harmonizing colors 
but also showing exceptional taste in selection of draperies and furniture designs.  
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The first floor of the new quarters is reached by a handsome staircase richly carpeted 
leading to a commodious hall of hard wood well supplied with choice rugs.  On this 
floor to the right, going in, will be found the parlor and reading room.  The floors of 
these two rooms are covered with Axminster carpets.  The color of both rooms is 
yellow.  Two ten foot and one four foot openings are hung with English tapestry of 
old gold.  The window curtains are of stain [sic] Russe.  The furniture of the parlor 
consists of two large sofas and a number of Davenport and Morris adjustable 
chairs.  The coverings are corduroy, all of the parlor furniture being made to order.  
The reading room has the regulation chairs found in club reading rooms with table, 
etc.  In the rear of this floor is a large, pleasant room furnished in light green, 
provided with tables for whist and euchre, these being the only games played by the 
members.  The hangings are satin Russe, and there are two large window seats 
covered with corduroy cushions.  The floor is of hard wood and covered with a large 
rug.  Off the hall is a commodious cloak room.  On the nest floor is one of the 
handsomest private billiard parlors to be found anywhere.  The room allows for four 
tables but there are two tables there at present, a billiard and pool table.  The 
furniture of this room is everything that goes to make a billiard room comfortable.  
The tables are both of the first class.  Back of the billiard room is a small lunch room.  
The hangings of this room are very attractive.  Back of this is the kitchen.  The 
carpenter work was done by Messrs. Jenks & Lamkin, the decorations by E. Curtis, 
and the steam fitting and plumbing by the Ithaca Plumbing and Steam Fitting 
company. 

The furniture was made by the Bool company, the carpets and hangings 
furnished by E. M. Hall and the rugs by Rothschild Brothers. 

The club membership is rapidly growing, one of the reasons for its success being 
the absolute prohibition of gambling of any description.  It is intended several times 
a month to give ladies the freedom of the club. 

The quarters are fitted throughout with the new Weisbach gas burners. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 6 April 1895, page 3. 
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1894-95 Samuel Gardiner Williams 
personal residence—extant (1995); renovation 
801 (155) East Seneca Street 
Ithaca, New York  

contractor: Stephen M. Oltz (1895) 
cost:  $5,000 
status:  East Hill Historic District, 1986/1988 
 
 

Professor S. G. Williams is building a residence on East Seneca near Eddy. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 4 January 1894, page 3. 
 
 

Professor S. G. Williams and wife have taken a suite of apartments at the 
Clinton House. 
 
“Purely Personal,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 21 March 1895, page 3. 
 
 

As to local work, they [Vivian & Gibb] prepared the plans for the new house, 
work on which has just been started, of S. G. Williams.  The house is to cost $5,000 
and is to be old fashioned colonial in style.  A semi-circular porch adds much to the 
exterior appearance.  The rooms are large and well lighted and the staircase is 
especially attractive.  It promises to make one of the most attractive residences in 
the city. 
 
“Real Estate Is Booming,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 6 April 1895, page 3. 
 
 

Prof. S. G. Williams is moving into his new house on the corner of East Seneca 
and Quarry streets. 
 
“Personal,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 17 September 1895, page 3. 
 
 

Professor S. G. Williams’ new house on the corner of Quarry and Seneca streets, 
is now completed.  The architecture is in the popular colonial style, the very 
simplicity of which makes it attractive.  The interior is done off in selected chestnut, 
with hard wood floors and large cozy fire places.  A unique pillared piazza, round 
in shape, leads to the front of the house and on the Quarry street side is a 
commodious veranda occupying nearly the whole side.  This house will stand as 
another monument to the taste and ingenuity of the architects Vivian & Gibb. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 10 October 1895, page 3. 
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A-17.  Vivian & Gibb, Samuel G. Williams residence, Ithaca, New York (1894-95), 
exterior view from the northeast (Author, 1981). 
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1895  Smith Brothers (Sidney D. Smith, Arthur J. Smith, Adon N. Smith,  
Mrs. D. M. Fairchild) 

commercial building—project 
2-22 Broad Street 
Hamilton, New York 

budget: $60,000 
 
 

New Smith Block. 
 

Architect A. W. Reynolds, of Binghamton, has drawn up a set of plans for the 
new Smith block.  If the plans are adopted we shall certainly have the handsomest 
building between Utica and Binghamton.  It will embrace several styles of 
architecture and will be built of stone, brick and iron.  The general plan with three 
stories [and] with the central part higher than the ends as described by us last week 
is retained.  At the Broad and Lebanon street corner will be a tower.  In its 
architectural features the building is divided into sections with two stores in each. 
 
The Hamilton Republican, 21 March 1895, page 3. 
 
 

The debris of the burned Smith block has been cleared up and the basement 
division walls are being taken down. 
 
“Brevities,” The Hamilton Republican, 4 April 1895, page 3. 
 
 

A call on architects Messrs. Vivian & Gibb this morning found both gentlemen 
busy on a number of plans.  They were awaiting expectantly word from Hamilton, 
N. Y., having submitted plans for $60,000 business block in that city. 
 
“New Buildings,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 8 April 1895, page 3. 
 
 

New Smith Block. 
 

The Smith Brothers have purchased the Lydia Shore lot and their new building 
will cover that lot in addition to the lot covered by the former Smith block.  Plans 
presented by Architect O. K. Foote, Rochester, for the new building have been 
accepted.  All of the stores, ten in number in the new block will have an equal depth.  
There will be four flats in the south portion of the block.  The masonic rooms will be 
on the third floor over stores number 5 and 6.  The force of men at work on the lot 
has been greatly increased this week and mason work will begin there at once. 
 
The Hamilton Republican, 18 April 1895, page 3. 
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1895  Hawkins & Todd (Nathaniel S. Hawkins, Leroy G. Todd) 
addition to commercial building—extant (2013) 
alterations for retail store—destroyed 
120 (22) East State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: William Perry (1892) 
Jamieson & McKinney (heating work) 

status:  Ithaca Downtown Historic District, 2005 
 
 

Vivian & Gibb are putting the finishing touches to the detailed plans for the 
extension and renovation of the Hawkins & Todd dry goods store.  The plans 
embody convenience and attractiveness.  Mr. Hawkins, whose taste is well known, 
has personally devised and suggested many details of the proposed transformation 
to his architects to find them gladly accepted in every instance. 
 
“Briefs,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 16 April 1895, page 2. 
 
 

Contractor Perry is making ready, at his shop, the polished oak front and interior 
oak finish for the Hawkins & Todd store.  The work of renovating will not intrude 
upon the store proper until July first. 
 
“Briefs,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 29 May 1895, page 2. 
 
 

Builder Perry has the rear extension of the Hawkins & Todd store well 
progressed; the front is finished at the shop ready for insertion; and the counters and 
shelving are now under way. 
 
“Pick-Ups,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 22 June 1895, page 3. 
 
 

The work of lifting the heavy iron girders to their place in the front of the 
Hawkins & Todd store was successfully completed today. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 28 June 1895, page 3. 
 
 

The plate glass for the new front of the Hawkins & Todd store arrived today. 
 
“Briefs,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 8 July 1895, page 5. 
 
 

HAWKINS  &  TODD’S  STORE. 
 

An Enlarged and Modernized Dry Goods House 
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At two o’clock this afternoon the modernized store of Hawkins & Todd was 
opened for the public inspection[,] the invitation to visit the store being accepted by a 
large number of ladies and gentlemen.  Almost innumerable were the expressions of 
pleasure at the beauty of the decorations, the attractiveness of the general effect, and 
the great variety of goods displayed.  Entering the store one observes a maze of 
snowy white table linen which is tastefully draped from the nickeled plated cornice 
fixtures and arranged attractively on the handsome quartered oak counters.  Back of 
the counters on which is the table linen display, on the shelves, is a large stock of 
notions.  A little farther back on counters and shelves is the display of domestic 
goods. 

Here the store widens a number of feet and on the left is a handsome office 
partitioned off with quartered oak panels, set off with handsome stained panes.  
The office is divided into two sections, one being the private office of the firm.  Next 
to the office is a toilet room for the exclusive use of ladies. 

Opposite the office is found the display of silk and cloth dress goods of 
beautiful styles and designs an in great variety and quantity; the counters and 
shelves containing these goods run to the rear of the store. 

To the rear of the office are a counter and shelves devoted to underwear.  Then 
comes a commodious section where a fine stock of ladies’ cloaks and wraps is 
displayed.  Here will be found all kinds and styles and the ladies made this a central 
point of interest. 

To the center of the rear of the store, are four large pyramids of blankets.  These 
however are only temporary as they are to be replaced with handsome counters. 

From the ceiling hang tastily arranged rugs, dress goods and wraps, while the 
brass gas fixtures have also received the decorators’ attention. 

The store is now 110 feet deep. 
The handsome white steel ceiling attracts considerable attention.  In the new 

addition, three large skylights give a splendid light for the selection of the silk and 
cloth dress good[s] and wraps. 

In the evening the store will be lighted by gas, the Wellsbach burners being used. 
Messrs. Hawkins & Todd have certainly given to the people of Ithaca a modern 

store, and deserve considerable credit for their enterprise. 
The architects who designed the improvements were Messrs. Vivian & Gibb, the 

contractor being W. H. Perry. 
The opening will be continued this evening.  No goods are to be sold this 

afternoon or evening.  The public is cordially invited to inspect the store and goods 
this evening.  Tomorrow the new stock of goods will be placed on sale. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 16 September 1895, page 3. 
 
 

The store of Hawkins & Todd was well patronized last evening, the lights 
making the general effect very attractive.  The plumbing and steam fitting was the 
work of Messrs. Jamieson & McKinney.  It is said to be one of the finest pieces of 
work in the city. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 17 September 1895, page 3. 
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1894-95 Elizabeth A. Wattles (Mrs. Carlton S. Wattles) 
personal residence—extant (1981) 
407 (67) North Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York  

contractor: John J. Hickson (1895) 
status:  DeWitt Park Historic District, 1971 
 
 

The lot 50x100 [feet], on Cayuga street, between C. C. Garrett’s and A. G. 
Genung’s residences has been sold by Mrs. Mary A. Halsey to Mrs. Elizabeth 
Wattles, consideration $2,000.  Mrs. Wattles intends building a dwelling on the lot. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 22 October 1894, page 3. 
 
 

They [Vivian & Gibb] have also prepared plans for Mrs. E. A. Wattles who is to 
build a house on Cayuga street near Mill [Street] just back of C. C. Garrett’s house.  
The lot was purchased of Mr. Halsey last spring [sic]. 
 
“New Buildings,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 8 April 1895, page 3. 
 
 

Architects Vivian & Gibb yesterday made the ground measurements for the 
house to be built for Mrs. Wattles at 67 North Cayuga street.  The contract has been 
let to John J. Hickson. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 16 May 1895, page 3. 
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A-18.  Vivian & Gibb, Elizabeth A. Wattles residence, Ithaca, New York (1894-95), 
exterior view from the southwest (Author, 1981). 
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1895  Ithaca Trust Company (Franklin C. Cornell, president) 
bank/office building—extant (2013); entrance alteration; renovation 
110 (14) North Tioga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Driscoll Brothers (1895-96) 
Jamieson & McKinney (heating work) 

cost:  $15,821 
status:  Ithaca Downtown Historic District, 2005 
 
 

They [Vivian & Gibb] have just completed the plans for the Trust company’s 
new building on Tioga street.  This will be 38 feet in width and 62 feet deep, and 
three stories in height.  The first story is to be of Bellville cut greystone, the upper 
stories of terra cotta and brick of a peculiar but attractive color and shape.  A terra 
cotta Florentine cornice will finish off the building. 

The first floor will be devoted entirely to bank purposes, at the right of the 
commodious lobby being the banking room and cashier’s office, back of which is a 
room for the especial use of customers, and back of this the director’s room.  The 
second floor will probably be cut up into offices.  To what use the third floor will be 
put has not yet been decided upon, it being possible some society may lease it in 
which case it will be made as desired.  The Trust company obtains possession of the 
Noble block on May 1st. 
 
“New Buildings,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 8 April 1895, page 3. 
 
 

The contract for constructing the Trust company’s new building has been given 
to Driscoll Brothers. 
 
“Shorts,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 14 June 1895, page 3. 
 
 

A large quantity of handsome terra cotta trimming for the Trust company 
building is now stored upon the first floor of the structure.  The second story front 
wall has been delayed awaiting a re0burning of the trimming course above the stone 
work in order to obtain [the] desired color; but there is to be no further delay, from 
non-arrival of this material. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 30 August 1895, page 3. 
 
 

The steel ceiling for the Trust Company’s building have arrived.  The vaults are 
also here. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 21 December 1895, page 3. 
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The vault for the new Trust Company building weighs, according to the freight 
bills, 21-½ tons.  The door weighs 7 tons. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 30 December 1895, page 3. 
 
 

The Trust company will move into their new building May 18. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 9 May 1896, page 3. 
 
 
Office Building, Ithaca Trust Company 
Vivian & Gibb, Arch’ts, Ithaca, N. Y. 
[presentation drawing of the exterior from the northeast] 
 
published:  Ithaca Daily Journal, 1 August 1895, page 3. 
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A-19.  Vivian & Gibb, Ithaca Trust Company building, Ithaca, New York (1895-96), 
presentation drawing of street (east) facade (Ithaca Daily Journal, 1 August 1895). 
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1895  William E. and Winifred L. Pearson 
personal duplex—extant (2013); additions 
404/406 (104/106) University Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Jenkins & Lamkin (1895) 
status:  University Hill Historic District, 2004 
 
 

William E. Pearson is to build a double house on University avenue on plans 
prepared by this firm [Vivian & Gibb]. 
 
“New Buildings,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 8 April 1895, page 3. 
 
 

The contract for the double house to be built for Mail Carrier Will E. Pierson [sic], 
on University avenue has been let to Jenkins & Lamkin. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 9 May 1895, page 3. 
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A-20.  Vivian & Gibb, William and Winifred Pearson duplex, Ithaca, New York 
(1895), exterior view from the southeast (Author, 1981). 
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1895  Lake View Cemetery Company 
receiving vault—extant (1986) 
entrance gate—partially extant (1986) 
605 East Shore Drive 
Ithaca, New York 

landscape: William Webster, Rochester, New York (1894-97) 
contractor: James Renwick (1895) sitework 

Stephen M. Oltz (1895-96) structures 
stonecutter Hicks (1895) entrance gate piers 
Alfred Smith and John Bradley (1895-96) landscaping 

 
 

Landscape Architect Webster, of Rochester, N. Y., is in the city.  He has designed 
a beautiful map for Lakeview cemetery modeled very much upon the lines of Spring 
Grove at Cincinnati, O., which he ranks the handsomest in the world.  He asserts 
that if his design for Lakeview is adhered to, it will result in a city of the dead 
inferior to none in beauty and attractiveness. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 11 May 1894, page 3. 
 
 

Superintendent Jeff Renwick is straightening the road at the entrance of the Lake 
View Cemetery which makes a great improvement. 
 
“In Short,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 6 April 1895, page 3. 
 
 

RENWICK  PARK  AND  LAKEVIEW  CEMETERY. 
 

Landscape Architect Webster of Rochester, arrived here today. 
He brings with him Mr. Alfred Smith, a gardener of established ability.  Mr. 

Smith was head gardener for Herbert Wadsworth, Esq., of Avon, N. Y., for five 
years.  Later he has been with Selbrecht & Wadley, the extensive florists of New 
Rochelle and New York.  Mr. Smith has a family of wife and one child.  He expects 
to remove here and become a permanent resident of this city.  Mr. Webster vouches 
for Mr. Smith as without superior in his calling. 

Mr. Webster also brings with one John Bradley, a skilled grader employed by him 
in [the] arrangement of the grounds of the Masonic Home at Utica, N. Y. 

Messrs. Bergholtz, Webster, Smith and Bradley are this afternoon, with plans in 
hand, viewing both park and cemetery with the purpose of advancing improvements 
of the same as rapidly as practicable this summer. 

Under the guidance of Messrs. Smith and Bradley a considerable number of local 
laboring men are to be given employment. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 30 April 1895, page 3. 
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Architects Vivian and Gibb are engaged upon plans for the Lakeview cemetery 
combined chapel and receiving vault.  In this connection a small car and track are to 
be utilized for transportation of a casket.  Contractor Oltz has begun erection of the 
cemetery’s superintendent’s cottage and office.  The excavation for the rustic 
fountain is ready to receive the standing pipe, rock pile, ferns and vines. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 22 May 1895, page 3. 
 
 

The iron gates, designed for the entrance to Lakeview cemetery, by Vivian & 
Gibb, were ordered months ago and shipped weeks ago.  They finally arrived 
yesterday and are being placed to-day. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 18 July 1895, page 3. 
 
 

Stonecutter Hicks contracted to furnish the material and erect the six stone 
columns at the Lakeview cemetery entrance for less than $400. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 23 July 1895, page 3. 
 
 

The new cemetery entrance is being shaped; and in the public highway abutting 
the temporary wooden bridge is to be replaced with large tile pipe, the road widened 
and a trolley platform landing to be provided. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 7 August 1895, page 3. 
 
 

Builder Oltz, having submitted the lowest bid in competition, has been awarded 
the contract for erecting the receiving vault in Lakeview cemetery.  Mr. Oltz states 
that by far the larger proportion of the contract work done by him in this city is 
mason work. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 14 October 1895, page 3. 
 
 

There are three bodies in the receiving vault at Lakeview Cemetery. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 10 April 1896, page 6. 
 
 

Landscape Architect Webster is in town.  He and Mr. Bergholtz inspected 
Lakeview Cemetery and Renwick Park quite thoroughly yesterday afternoon; 
planning the summer’s campaign of betterment for both. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 10 April 1896, page 6. 
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Landscape Architect William Webster, of Rochester, was in the city yesterday, on 

business relating to Lake View Cemetery. 
 
“Personal Mention,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 September 1896, page 6. 
 
 

Landscape Architect Webster, of Rochester, visited the Lakeview cemetery here, 
yesterday, to ascertain and give directions concerning the work needing to be done to 
the drives and plots. 
 
“Personal Mention,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 12 May 1897, page 3. 
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A-21.  Vivian & Gibb with William Webster (landscape), Lakeview Cemetery 
entrance gate, Ithaca, New York (1895; altered), exterior view from the northwest 
(Author, 1981). 

 

A-22.  Vivian & Gibb, Lakeview Cemetery receiving vault, Ithaca, New York (1895), 
west facade (Author, 1981). 
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1895  Phi Delta Theta fraternity 
chapter house—extant (2013); addition (1901-02); renovation 
125 Edgemoor Lane 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Stephen M. Oltz (1895-96) 
cost:  $12,000 
 
 

Architects Vivian & Gibb are engaged upon plans for a handsome chapter house 
for the Phi Delta Theta fraternity to accommodate sixteen men.  It is to be built this 
fall upon the F. C. Cornell grounds on Cascadilla gorge, in the rear of the Chi Phi 
house.  The interior shows [a] most admirable arrangement for entertaining.  The 
first story is to be of stone and the rest half timber work.  * * * 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 29 May 1895, page 3. 
 
 

Contractor Oltz today took some men into the ravine and began felling trees and 
breaking ground for the new Phi Delta Phi [sic] fraternity house, next [to] the Chi Phi 
house on Cornell street, leading from Stewart avenue to the campus.  The house is to 
be 40x61 [feet] and to cost complete about $12,000.  Messrs. Vivian & Gibb made 
the designs; and Builder Stephen Oltz is awarded the mason and carpenter work to 
the extent of $8,000.  Mr. Oltz says that this work will not interfere with his Renwick 
Park contracts which employ carpenters, while masons only will be needed at the 
fraternity job for some weeks to come. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 July 1895, page 3. 
 
 

Ground has been broken for the new chapter house of the Phi Delta Theta 
fraternity which is to [be] built on Craigelea Place in the rear of the Delta Kappa 
Epsilon and Chi Phi houses.  The structure is to be built of Ithaca stone and will be 
three stories in height.  Vivian & Gibb, the architects, promise to have the building 
ready [by] next spring. 
 
“Campus Jottings,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 12 July 1895, page 2. 
 
 

* * *  The Phi Delta Theta lodge, to the east of the Chi Phi house, is well advanced 
toward completion, and will probably be ready for occupancy early in the spring 
quarter. 
 
“Sunstrokes,” Cornell Daily Sun, 7 November 1895, page 3. 
 
 

Phi Delta Theta’s New Lodge. 
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The new home of the Phi Delta Theta fraternity, on Cornell Avenue, is nearing 
completion and promises to present a very attractive appearance.  The first story is 
of gray stone, the next two half-timbered and finished with a shingled roof.  The 
basement will contain a dining room and a kitchen; the first floor will be devoted to 
the reception rooms and library, while the studies will occupy the second, and the 
bed rooms, the third floor.  From the first landing of the staircase, on the south side 
of the house a balcony overlooks the gorge.  The exterior of the house will soon be 
finished, but the fraternity will not be able to occupy the new quarters until the last 
of February. 
 
Cornell Daily Sun, 19 November 1895, page 1. 
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A-23.  Vivian & Gibb, Phi Delta Theta chapter house, Ithaca, New York (1895-96; 
altered), exterior view from the northwest (Author, 1981). 



918 
 

1895  Harry Burns and Mary L. (Crocker) Hutchins 
renovation of personal residence—unknown 
508 Monroe Street 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 

 
 

* * *  In the same office [of Vivian & Gibb], designs are being made for variations 
of the interior of Prof. H. B. Hutchins’ house in Ann Arbor, Mich., it being the first 
work in the West undertaken by these architects. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 29 May 1895, page 3. 
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ca. 1895-96 Women’s Alliance of the Unitarian Church 
parish hall (Unity Hall)—extant (2013); rehabilitation (1993-95) 
101 Vanderkemp Avenue 
Barneveld (Trenton), New York 

builder: ? (1896) 
cost:  $7,000 
 
 
23.  Unity Hall 
 
1896, Shingle Style.  This building’s approximately $7,000 construction costs were 
raised by subscription, by the Women’s Alliance of the Unitarian Church, and by a 
few generous church members.  It is of post and beam construction.  The second 
floor has a vaulted ceiling, and at one end of the room there is a stage with 
footlights.  Dressing rooms are at the side.  To quote a local builder:  “To me the 
most interesting part of the building can’t be seen without some climbing.  It is 
between the ceiling and roof, where the huge trusses and beams are concealed.”  
Unity Hall has served as parish hall to the Unitarian Church and as a community 
hall since 1896. 
 
Architectural Walking Tour of Barneveld (Utica, N. Y.:  Landmarks Society of Greater 
Utica), 1986 (brochure). 
 
 
11 February 1987 
 
DeWitt Historical Society 
116 North Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 
 
Dear Sirs: 
 

I’ve been told by Virginia Kelly, former Oneida County historian, that you may 
have material on architect C. L. Vivian, who I believe was the designer of Unity Hall 
(Unitarian Church Parish Hall) in Barneveld, N. Y., as well as Erwin Library in 
Boonville.  Would it be possible for me to get copies of information you have on him 
and his work, particularly anything pertaining to Unity Hall?  Will you let me know 
what the charge for this would be? 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Connie Christiana 
 
 
Holland Patent, N. Y. 
24 May 1987 
 
Dear Mr. Rash: 
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First of all, an apology for being so late in answering your very interesting letter 

and telephone call regarding Mr. Vivian.  A slight illness is keeping me at home this 
week, and at last I’m answering letters long overdue. 

I have checked through Mr. Graves’ book, “A Century of Village Unitarianism” 
(published by George H. Ellis Co., Printers, 272 Congress St., Boston, 1904).  I find 
no other reference to Mr. Vivian than the brief one I mentioned to you from his 
chapter on the building of Unity Hall:  “Mr. C. L. Vivian, ‘one of our boys,’ was 
chosen architect, and very generously contributed the plans for the building.  And 
that’s absolutely all. 

Enclosed is a copy of the brochure printed by the Landmarks Society of Utica 
last year for a walking architectural tour held in Barneveld, sponsored by the 
Unitarian Church and the Village of Barneveld.  I’m hoping it will give you some 
idea of what a unique and interesting structure Unity Hall is—surely a credit to Mr. 
Vivian.  My interest in Mr. Vivian is really limited to his connection with this 
building.  I have been preparing application papers for historic landmark status for 
the Unitarian Church (1816), the Unitarian Parsonage (1797), and Unity Hall (1896), 
and I’ve been trying to flesh out the sometimes sketchy information we have. 

The old church membership book that we mention in our conversation is in a 
safety deposit box, and I haven’t yet been able to get at it, but when I do, I’ll look for 
the Loop and Vivian family names, and also that of William H. Miller.  I’m quite 
sure there were Millers in the church at an early date. 

Thank you so much for your interest. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Connie Christiana 
 
P. S.  Charles Graves was minister of the Unitarian Church, 1901-1907. 
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A-24.  Vivian & Gibb, Unitarian Church parish hall (Unity Hall), Barneveld 
(Trenton), New York (ca. 1895-96), exterior from the southeast (Author, 1986). 
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1896  Ithaca City Hospital Association (David B. Stewart, treasurer) 
isolation ward addition to hospital building—extant (2013); 

alteration 
426-432 (86) North Aurora Street 
contagious ward annex—destroyed (1912)/fire 
site of Kite Hill parking lot, Cornell University campus 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Driscoll Brothers & Company (1896-97) 
Ithaca Plumbing Company (plumbing work) 
Jamieson & McKinney (heating work) 

cost:  $10,086.73 
 
 

CITY  HOSPITAL. 
 

THE  ANNEX  AND  THE  CONGAGIOUS  WARD  ARE  FINISHED. 
 

Both Formally Turned Over to the Association—Names of the Donors 
Disclosed—Mr. Stewart’s Interesting Report. 

 
At a meeting of the Ithaca Hospital Association held at that beneficent 

institution this afternoon, Mr. D. B. Stewart presented his report as the committee 
under whose direction the work of building the annex and the contagious ward has 
been done, and formally turned those important additions over to the association.  
Mr. Stewart’s report is interesting reading and will be found in full below: 

At the annual meeting of the Hospital Association held Feb. 3, ’96, 
Mr. R. B. Williams mad a statement and offered resolutions as 
follows, the same being at that time adopted: 

In behalf of friends of the Hospital, who desire for the present that 
their identity not be disclosed, I have the extreme pleasure of 
tendering to you the sum of Four Thousand Dollars to be used for the 
construction and equipment of an addition to the present Hospital 
Building, so arranged that in case of necessity it can be thoroughly 
isolated and used for the reception and care of patients suffering from 
the milder forms of contagious and infectious diseases, and also for 
the purchase or erection and equipment of a small building in a 
suitable location, to be kept at all times in readiness for immediate 
use in case of necessity, for the reception and care of patients 
suffering from the severer and more dangerous forms of contagious 
and infectious diseases, both of which properties to belong to and 
under the care and control of the Hospital Association, and available 
for use only such conditions as it may impose. 

I am instructed by the parties whom I have the honor to represent 
in this matter, to tender you this gift only upon condition of its 
immediate acceptance by your unanimous vote, to be followed by the 
passage of a resolution authorizing and instructing a committee to 
take prompt action to make the contemplated facilities available for 
use with the least possible delay. 
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In order to secure this end, I desire to offer two resolutions: 
Resolved, That the offer of $4,000 for the purpose 

stated be accepted. 
Resolved, That Mr. D. B. Stewart, the treasurer of 

this association, be and hereby is authorized and 
instructed to act for and in behalf of the association as 
a special committee, with full power to receive the 
donation and expend the money in the manner and for 
the purpose stated, as in his judgment may be for the 
best interests of the association; a detailed report of 
such expenditures, with vouchers therefore, to be 
rendered upon completion of the work or whenever 
called for by this board. 

Your committee appointed pursuant to the above resolutions 
respectfully reports as follows:  Having sought the advice of 
physicians, architects, builders and others, and before final 
instructions were given the architects, Miss MacGahn, at his request, 
visited the hospitals in New York and vicinity obtaining valuable 
information, it was decided that the two buildings best adapted to 
the use of the hospital should be erected as follows:  The building 
located outside the grounds, for the reception and care of patients 
suffering from the severer and more dangerous forms of contagious 
and infectious diseases, one story frame, divided into two wards, 
nurse’s room, bath room, brick chimney, fire places and kitchen.  The 
addition or annex located on the grounds, brick, two story and 
basement, so arranged that the second floor be thoroughly isolated for 
the contagious wards for the milder forms of contagious and 
infectious diseases, and divided into four wards, bath room, kitchen 
and nurse’s room. 

Following out this idea, plans were made for a building much 
larger than was necessary for the contagious ward in order that the 
first floor might be adapted to the use of the hospital to provide room 
and accommodations for the nurses. 

It was found upon submitting the plans prepared and obtaining 
bids upon the same that the probable cost would largely exceed the 
original donation of four thousand ($4,000) dollars.  The donors, 
upon learning of this fact, authorized your committee to proceed with 
the work and have placed at his disposal the additional sum of 
$3,336.36, making a total of $7,336.36 which amount has been 
expended as follows: 

Barr Bros.  . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $838.82 
Jamieson & McKinney . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334.90 
J. T. Bradley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00 
A. L. MacGahn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.75 
Vivian & Gibb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00 
Driscoll Bros. & Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,802.00 
C. J. Phillips . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 999.89 
Ithaca Plumbing Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135.00 
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 $7,336.36 
Vouchers and receipts for the above are herewith presented. 
In addition to the above moneys received and disbursed by your 

committee, the same friends have paid for steam heating plant, 
furniture, fixtures and supplies $1,629.11, making a total 
contribution of $8,965.47.  This amount your committee is at liberty 
to state was contributed by Mrs. J. B. Williams, Miss Augusta H. 
Williams and Mr. Roger B. Williams.  The building’s basement and 
second story of the annex were finished and furnished completed by 
these donors. 

As was the intention when contracts for the building were let, the 
first story of the annex to be used for the purpose of supplying rooms 
and accommodations for the nurses, was left unfinished.  Your 
committee solicited aid of various friends of the hospital and received 
contributions for the completion and finishing of this floor to the 
amount of $1,180.  Such sum was contributed by the following parties: 

Geo. R. Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50 
D. W. Burdick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 
C. H. White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 
Treman, King & Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 
D. B. Stewart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 
Driscoll Bros. & Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
J. C. Stowell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
The Bool Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
Geo. Small. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
Chas. Ingersoll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
F. C. Cornell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
H. Bergholtz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
M. Van Cleef . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
J. L. Morris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
S. B. Turner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
E. L. Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
Jamieson & McKinney . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
Rothschild Bros. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
Chas. F. Blood . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
J. C. & M. C. Gauntlett. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
John Barden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
C. J. Rumsey & Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
E. G. Wyckoff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
Levi Kenney . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 
H. B. Lord . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 
Ithaca Gun Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 
Barr Bros. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
Blackman Bros.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
W. J. Bates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
Tompkins & Cobb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Chas. G. Hoyt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
W. Hazlitt Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
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L. H. VanKirk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
J. B. Lang . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
E. H. Woodruff. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Benj. Rich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
W. H. Riley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Bush & Dean . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
P. Wall & Son . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
L. S. Wortman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Geo. Griffin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
A. B. Brooks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Geo. B. Davis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Hook & Seaman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
E. W. Huffcutt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Chas. H. Hull . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
L. M. Dennis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Geo. W. Harris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
W. H. Storms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
H. L. Hinckley. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Naughton Bros. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Theo. Zinck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
C. T. Stephens. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Stephens & Welch. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
H. L. Haskin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Friend . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
W. N. Noble . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
S. G. Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
D. H. Wanzer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Burn Bros. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Henry H. Angell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
M. W. Quick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
George W. Frost . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
F. D. Sincebaugh. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
J. B. Todd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Jared T. Newman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
E. P. Gilbert. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
James L. Baker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

And expended as follows: 
Barr Bros.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $196.74 
Jamieson & McKinney . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00 
Driscoll Bros. & Co.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 825.00 
 $1,121.26 
Cash on hand  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58.74 
 $1,180.00 

Vouchers and receipts for the above are herewith presented. 
In this report acknowledgement is made of a liberal contribution by 

the architects Messrs. Vivian & Gibb, whose regular fee would have 
been $450, rendered a bill for $200; Mr. and Mrs. Jared T. Newman for 
a set of china dishes for the use of the annex, but finding that they 
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comprised more dishes than were needed for the annex.  Mr. F. C. 
Cornell contributed the land on which to erect the building outside the 
hospital grounds, deed of which is herewith presented. 

The first subscription of $81.25 for a contagious ward was made 
June 15, 1894, by the Jewish Ladies’ Aid Society, which has increased 
by subscriptions and interest to $199.80.  One hundred dollars of this 
fund was expended for grading the grounds, a report of which was 
made by the treasurer at the last annual meeting.  The balance still 
remains in the hands of the treasurer which he has held as a contingent 
fund. 

The building on the hill is not now sufficiently supplied with water 
and your committee estimated the balance of this fund in the 
treasurer’s hand will furnish it. 

The expense of wiring the annex for electric light was paid out of a 
fund contributed for the purpose, vouchers and receipts for which will 
appear in the annual report of the treasurer. 

Your committee respectfully submits this report, and as the work 
is completed, asks that he be now discharged. 

Ithaca, May 28, 1897. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 28 May 1897, page 6. 
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A-25.  Vivian & Gibb, Ithaca City Hospital addition, Ithaca, New York (1896-97; 
altered), east facade (Author, 1981). 
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1896  Athletic Association, Cornell University (Edward G. Wyckoff, donor) 
crew training facility—unbuilt project 
Cornell University campus 
Ithaca, New York 

budget: $20,000 
 
 

MR.  WYCKOFF  IN  SYRACUSE. 
 

E. G. Wyckoff, who recently announced that he was about to build training 
quarters on the Cornell campus for the University crews, was in the city for a few 
hours Saturday afternoon, leaving for Chicago on business in the evening.  To the 
Post reporter he said:  “Courtney and I will leave Ithaca next Saturday for a trip to 
Columbia, Yale, Harvard and the University of Pennsylvania.  We will make a 
careful study of the methods used in those universities and adopt the best ideas for 
the appointments of the Cornell structure. 

“The plans for the new building are now being prepared by some of the 
professors in the architectural department [sic] at Cornell.  We are figuring on an 
addition to the regular gymnasium and plans are being made with that end in view.  
The Board of Trustees, however, may decide that they want something different, 
and in that case new plans will be drawn.  The new building will have complete 
arrangements for training the crews, something Cornell has felt the need of for a long 
time.  As to the cost I am not prepared to give an estimate.  It will cost as much as 
$8,000, anyway, and possibly as much as $20,000.  I intend to make the building as 
complete as it possibly can be, whatever the cost.”—SYRACUSE POST, March 2. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 2 March 1896, page 6. 
 
 

Messrs. Vivian & Gibb will prepare the plans for the crew building which is to 
contain the new rowing tank. 
 
“Cornelliana,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 9 April 1896, page 6. 
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1896  Sports and Pastimes Association, Cornell University (Edward G. 
Wyckoff, donor)  

boat house for Sage College—project 
Cornell University campus (on Beebe Lake) 
Ithaca, New York 

budget: $2,000 
 
 

Another Generous Gift from Mr. Wyckoff. 
 

Tuesday evening at the regular meeting of the executive Committee of the Sports 
and Pasttimes [sic] Association a letter was ready by the secretary form [sic] Mr. E. 
G. Wyckoff in which he made a most generous offer toward the prospective 
boathouse.  The substance of the letter was in case seven hundred and fifty dollars 
should be secured from other sources he pledged himself for two hundred and fifty 
dollars.  If fifteen hundred dollars were obtained, he would double his offer 
accordingly, making his gift five hundred dollars.  Besides, as a further token of his 
interest in the work which the association is trying to accomplish, and lest for one 
reason or another, the boat house be not immediately practicable he enclosed his 
check for one hundred dollars to be used by the association in whatever direction 
should seem best. 

All contributions should be sent to Miss Elizabeth Rhodes, Sage College.  Vivian 
& Gibb, architects, have generously offered to make all plans and specifications for 
the boat house when sufficient funds shall have been obtained to erect it. 
 
Cornell Daily Sun, 14 May 1896, page 3. 
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1896  Theta Delta Chi fraternity (Ernest W. Huffcutt, faculty advisor) 
chapter house—extant (2012); dining annex addition (1900-01); 

addition/renovation of dining annex 
106 West Avenue (15 South Avenue) 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Stephen M. Oltz (1896-97) 
 
 

The contract for building the Theta Delta Chi fraternity S. M. Oltz.  The figures 
are not made public. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 June 1896, page 6. 
 
 

THE  NEW  HOME 
 

Of Theta Delta Chi—A Brief Description. 
 

The district bounded by Stewart Avenue, South Avenue, Central Avenue and the 
Cascadilla Gorge, has already been mentioned in the light of a great fraternity park, 
such as is possible, perhaps, to have only at Cornell.  In that district there are seven 
Greek letter lodges while in close proximity there are six others.  The picturesqueness 
of the situation and its accessibility to the University have rendered this district the 
favorite spot for the location of fraternity homes.  During the last year two houses 
have been completed there, the lodge of Delta Tau Delta fraternity, described some 
time ago, and the recently finished Theta Delta Chi house.  It is but a matter of time 
when the Sigma Chi fraternity will also erect a house in the same district.  The Phi 
Kappa Psi fraternity will also build soon, but will be on the McGraw-Fiske place, 
west of Chi Psi. 

The new Theta Delta Chi house is located on South Avenue at the corner of West 
Avenue and faces to the north.  The house is built in the colonial style with a 
suggestion of Renaissance.  The foundations are of dark, rock-faced brick, the first 
story of buff pressed brick, the second story of dark shingles, and the third story of 
plaster panel work with rows of latticed windows.  Upon the front or South Avenue 
side there is a colonial porch supported by massive columns, the doorway being 
flanked with fluted columns bearing carved capitals.  Above this porch is a group of 
three large windows of leaded glass, and decorated in similar style with fluted 
columns and capitals.  Upon the east is a porte-cochere.  The south side has 
extending along its whole length of 60 feet a verandah 14 feet wide.  The porte-
cochere and verandah are supported, like the porch, by groups of white columns.  
The exterior beauty of the house is increased by the occasional oval windows of the 
first and second floors and the latticed sashes of diamond shaped panes on the 
third.  The contrast between the white woodwork of the porch, a verandah and 
porte-cochere and the dark brick and shgles [sic] also adds greatly to the pleasing 
effect. 

In the interior of the house, the comfort of the residents has been first considered 
but this has been secured along with pleasing and even striking architectural effects.  
The colonial style has been observed in several of the special features, particularly of 
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the salon and hall.  Distinct divisions of the house by floors has been secured by 
devoting the ground floor to the social requirements of fraternity life; the second 
floor exclusively to study rooms for the occupants of the house, and the third to 
sleeping apartments and baths.  The principal rooms of the first floor are a salon, 
extending across the entire west end, and a library and music room on the south 
side. 

The house is, with the exception of the salon, furnished throughout in polished 
chestnut with polished oak floors.  The salon, however, is furnished in ivory white 
and dark green.  The special features of the room are in the Doric style.  Upon the 
west side there is a fireplace of white, green and gold tiling with a mantel of ivory 
white. 

The library is paneled in chestnut and has, beside shelves and seats, a large 
fireplace on the south side built of dark green terra vitria.  Across the hall from the 
music room at the right of the porte-cochere entrance is an alumni room also 
finished in dark wook [sic] and tinted a dark red.  There are also on this floor a cloak 
room and a bath room. 

Through the front door one enters a spacious hall, from which open the salon, the 
library and music room.  Upon each side of the two or three steps to the floor level 
from the level of the vestibule a view is afforded through to the library fireplace.  An 
extension of this hall leads to the porte-cochere entrance so that one entering from 
the east side gets a view of the fireplace in the salon. 

At the left of the main entrance is the first ascent of the stairway to the second 
floor.  A landing then extends above the front entrance and just below the three large 
front windows to a second ascent on the opposite side.  On this landing just over the 
vestibule stairs is a loge and extending toward this is a similar swell in the upper 
hall.  All of the studies on the second floor open into this one hall from which two 
dividing stairways ascend to the third story.  Here, on the third story again is a 
hallway extending almost the length of the house.  Sleeping rooms open from this as 
do a trunk room and a bath room.  The bath is one of the best appointed rooms in 
the house.  It occupies the north east corner of this floor [and] is fitted with tub and 
shower baths. 

One of the most pleasing and convenient features of the home throughout is its 
compactness and the extreme ease of access to all the rooms.  This is particularly 
noticeable on the ground floor, where, without the sacrifice of the individuality of 
any of the rooms, almost the entire floor space is as available for dancing and other 
forms of entertainment as that of a single large room would be.  The house is fitted 
throughout with both gas and electric light fixtures and is heated by steam. 

It is unfortunate that the cut of the house to-day was taken before the grading 
was completed, but with that exception it gives a very good idea of the exterior.  The 
style of architecture is different from that of any other fraternity house at Cornell, 
and presents a contribution to the architectural attractiveness of Ithaca.  The 
architects, Messrs. Vivian & Gibb are both [sic] Cornell men and already are 
recognized here and elsewhere as leaders among the younger members of their 
profession.  The Theta Delta Chi fraternity will open their new house with a dance on 
the evening of Commencement Day, June 17. 
 
Cornell Daily Sun, 29 May 1897, page 5 [a photograph of the house accompanied the 
article]. 
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Theta Delta Chi Lodge 
Ithaca, N.Y. 
Vivian & Gibb, Arch’ts 
[group of blueprints] 
group includes: Basement Plan 

First Floor Plan 
Second Floor Plan 
Third Floor Plan 
Roof Plan 
North Elevation 
East Elevation; West Elevation 
South Elevation 
Section Through Salon & Lodge Room; Transverse Section 

Through Salon 
Hall Looking Through Staircase [and miscellaneous partial 

interior elevations] 
Section Through Center of House from Front to Rear 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Buildings & Properties drawings, Collection No. 43/2/552. 
 
[Note:  These drawings are incorrectly identified in the Buildings & Properties 
drawings collection as the Theta Delta Chi chapter house at 800 University Avenue 
rather than the house at 106 West Avenue] 
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A-26.  Vivian & Gibb, Theta Delta Chi chapter house, Ithaca, New York (1896-97), 
blueprint of Section Through Salon & Lodge Room (courtesy, Cornell University 
Archives, 1896). 
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1896  Daniel D. and Mary Naughton 
personal residence—extant (2013) 
132 (22) Blair Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Driscoll Brothers & Company (1896) 
 
 

Architects Vivian & Gibb have just completed plans and let the contract to 
Driscoll Brothers & Company for a house on Blair street for Daniel Norton [sic].  * * * 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 26 June 1896, page 6. 
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A-27.  Vivian & Gibb, Daniel and Mary Naughton residence, Ithaca, New York 
(1896), exterior view from the southeast (Author, 1981). 
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1896  Charles W. McDougall 
personal residence—extant (2013); resurfaced 
33 Sherrill Street 
Geneva, New York 

contractor: ? (1896-97) 
 
 

* * *  They [Vivian & Gibb] have also prepared plans for a residence in Torrey 
Park, Geneva, Mr. C. W. McDougal [sic]. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 26 June 1896, page 6. 
 
 

C. L. Vivian went to Geneva this morning. 
 
“Personal Mention,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 21 May 1897, page 3. 
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A-28.  Vivian & Gibb, Charles W. McDougall residence, Geneva, New York (1896; 
altered), exterior view from the southeast (Author, 1981). 
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1896  Isaac K. and Yetta (Boudy) Bernstein 
personal residence—extant (2013); resurfaced; renovation for 

apartments 
433 (87) North Geneva Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: William E. Lamkin (1896-97) 
Carpenter & Small (decorative work) 
Jamieson & McKinney (plumbing/gas piping work) 
Rumsey & Company (heating work) 

 
 

Contractor Lamkin is excavating the cellar for a house for I. K. Bernstein on 
North Geneva street. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 8 October 1896, page 6. 
 
 

AN  ATTRACTIVE  COLONIAL  HOUSE. 
 

An admirable example of the roomy, sensible and convenient colonial house is 
that one now about completed for Mr. I. K. Bernstein, on North Geneva street.  The 
arrangement of the rooms on the first floor is somewhat out of the conventional 
order, the reception room and sitting room being divided by a colonnade [sic].  The 
hall is exceedingly attractive and like the rooms mentioned is finished in oak and 
chestnut.  The dining room as well as the sitting room is made cheerful by a bay 
window, and is given a pretty effect by a screen forming a recess for the sideboard.  
The kitchen is a model, being supplemented with a pantry, store room and 
refrigerator room that will be the envy of every housekeeper who sees them, and is 
furnished with gas and coal ranges and overhead boiler.  The cellar provides a 
laundry, cold store room, and the several coal and other apartments found in every 
well-appointed modern house.  The second story contains four large sleeping rooms, 
and unusually commodious bath room and clothes press.  The large attic is floored 
and can be utilized for a billiard or ball room.  A hot air furnace is to warm the 
house and it will be lighted by a combined equipment of gas and electricity.  The 
plans for this attractive home were drawn by Vivian & Gibb, the builder is W. E. 
Lamkin, the decorators Carpenter & Small, the plumbers and gasfitters Jamieson & 
McKinney.  The heating apparatus was supplied by Rumsey & Co. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 March 1897, page 3. 
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A-29.  Vivian & Gibb, Isaac and Yetta Bernstein residence, Ithaca, New York (1896-
97; altered), exterior view from the northwest  (Author, 1981).
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1894-96 Arthur Norman and Henrietta C. Gibb 
personal residence—extant (1981); third-story addition/renovation 
102 (1) West Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Stephen M. Oltz (1896-97) 
 
 

Stephen M. Oltz is the low bidder for the building of the proposed house of Mr. 
Arthur N. Gibb, of the firm of Vivian & Gibb, to be erected on Stewart [sic] avenue. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 16 February 1895, page 3. 
 
 

Builder S. M. Oltz broke ground yesterday noon, for a new house to be erected 
for Mr. Gibb, of the firm Vivian & Gibb, architects.  The site is opposite the Phi Delta 
Theta house built by Mr. Oltz last spring.  It is to be a wooden structure in the 
colonial style.  * * * 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 10 November 1896, page 6. 
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A-30.  Vivian & Gibb, Arthur and Henrietta Gibb residence, Ithaca, New York (1894-
97; altered), exterior view from the southeast (Author, 1981). 
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1897  William M. and Lilly D. Eaton 
personal residence—extant (2013); renovation 
705 (153) North Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Hine & Lamkin? (1897) 
 
 

Vivian & Gibb are drawing plans for a house to be built for W. M. Eaton on 
North Cayuga street, just below Yates. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 6 May 1897, page 6. 
 
 

Messrs. Hine & Lamkin have the Beardsley house on South Aurora street 
plastered and the work of interior finish will be begun in a few days.  The new 
residence for W. M. Eaton on North Cayuga street is up one story. 
 
“In Short,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 12 June 1897, page 3. 
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A-31.  Vivian & Gibb, William and Lilly Eaton residence, Ithaca, New York (1897), 
exterior view from the northwest (Author, 1981). 



944 
 

1897  Clinton Loop Vivian 
summer cottage—destroyed (1931)/fire 
1135? (near “Sycamores”) Taughannock Boulevard 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: [Stephen M. Oltz?] (1897) 
 
 

S. M. Oltz has sold a lot on the west shore of the lake to C. L. Vivian:  
consideration $600. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 4 June 1897, page 3. 
 
 

Mrs. Reuben Whipple and daughter, Miss Irene Whipple, of Adams, Mass., are 
the guests of Mr. and Mrs. Clinton L. Vivian, on the west shore of the lake. 
 
“Personal Mention,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 9 July 1898, page 3. 
 
 

Clinton L. Vivian has rented his cottage near Sycamores to Mr. and Mrs. William 
H. Storms, for the summer. 
 
“Short Stores Purely Personal,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 9 June 1908, page 6. 
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A-32.  Vivian & Gibb, Clinton L. Vivian summer cottage, west shore of Cayuga 
Lake, New York (1897; destroyed), exterior view from the north (courtesy, DeWitt 
Historical Society [now The History Center[, #83.63.47, ca. 1925). 
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1897  Townsend Grover and Sophia Childs (Fairchild) Jackson 
personal residence (“The Hickories”)—extant (2013); renovation 
47 Forman Street 
gatehouse—extant (2013) 
2 Hickory Lane/39 Forman Street 
Cazenovia, New York 

contractor: John D. Jones (1897-98) masonry work 
Henry H. Potter (1897-99) carpentry work 

cost:  $20,000 (main house) 
status:  National Register of Historic Places, 1991 
 
 

Architect Gibb’s professional duties call him quite frequently this summer to 
Cazenovia, the Tuxedo of New York state, where he supervises the building of a 
$20,000 house and an expensive barn, from the designs by his firm.  The work is 
being done for a sister of ex-Secretary of the Treasury Charles S. Fairchild. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 19 August 1898, page 6. 
 
 

Architect Gibb returned last evening from one of the many professional visits he 
has made to Cazenovia this summer. 
 
“Personal Mention,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 1 September 1898, page 6. 
 
 

Architect Arthur N. Gibb returned last night from a trip to Cazenovia. 
 
“Personal Mention,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 March 1899, page 3. 
 
 

The east end of the south elevation features a brick chimney built on a rusticated 
granite base and five window openings, one of which is a second-story oval window 
with keystones.  To the west is a portion of a large, wrap-around porch 
characterized by Doric columns on shingled plinths and a full entablature with 
dentils.  A brick chimney similar to the one to the east pierces the projecting eave.  
Between the east and west portions of the south elevation, at the base of the porch 
steps and in the foundation, the date “1897” is chiseled into a granite block. 
 
James Warren and Kathleen LaFrank, National Register of Historic Places—The 
Hickories (Albany, N. Y.:  Division of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation, State 
of New York), December 1990, Section 7, page 2 [property was listed in 1991]. 
 
 

In 1897, the Jacksons hired two teams of local Cazenovia craftsmen to erect the 
main house of the estate.  Henry H. Potter, the main carpenter, had an excellent local 
reputation as builder of Cedar Cove, among other local buildings.  John D. Jones, the 
stone mason, who worked with his relatives William and Davis Jones, had also been 
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the chief mason at Shore Acres, thus enhancing his reputation.  Mrs. Jackson, 
particularly took great care in pouring over the design details.  In 1898, the Jacksons 
took a round-the-world trip while the house was being erected.  Mrs. Jackson did not 
want to be disappointed with faulty workmanship when she returned. 

When the Jacksons returned, they were rewarded with a “specimen of exquisite 
architecture” and Mrs. Jacksone began supevising the decoration of the interior.  By 
1900 outbuildings had been constructed:  a gate house (non-contributing) at the 
southeast, a barn (demolished) at the northwest, a carriage house (demolished) at 
the south, and a boathouse (contributing at the lake’s shore to the west. 

The Hickories remained in the Jackson family until the 1950s.  Although the 
Reverend Jackson died prior to 1937, Mrs. Jackson lived in the house until 1949 [sic], 
when she died at the age of 101 [sic].  A nephew who inherited the residence sold it a 
few years later to Irving Buyea, the owner of a local hardware store.  During the 
1950s, the Buyeas divided the home into five separate living units, one of which they 
still occupy. 
 
Warren and LaFrank, The Hickories, December 1990, Section 8, page 2. 
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A-33.  Vivian & Gibb, “The Hickories” (Townsend and Sophia Jackson estate) main 
house, Cazenovia, New York (1897-99), exterior view from the northwest (Author, 
1982). 

 

A-34.  Vivian & Gibb, “The Hickories” (Townsend and Sophia Jackson estate) 
carriage house, Cazenovia, New York (1897-99), exterior view from the southeast 
(Author, 1982). 
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1897  Charles H. Howes 
renovation of photographic studio—destroyed 
138-140 (40-42) East State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1897) 
 
 

Plans have been prepared by Vivian & Gibb for a general refitting of C. H. 
Howes’ photograph gallery. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 16 September 1897, page 3. 
 
 

Last year C. H. Howes had his photographic studio handsomely fitted up.  In 
the operating room, however, was one of the old fashioned hip skylights, and Mr. 
Howes did not rest easy until he was able to secure one of the most modern and 
approved skylights.  This he has succeeded in doing, and now has one of the “slant” 
skylights which are being used by all the more famous photographers as being able 
to produce the best results in the way of lights and shadows.  With the new skylight 
it is possible to get a fine eye effect in a photo.  Each year the leading photographers 
of the country meet in convention and report on the best methods and instruments in 
use and their results.  The slant skylight was at the last convention very highly 
recommended, and the photographers who use them won most of the prizes offered 
for fine exhibits. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 28 November 1898, page 6. 
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1897  Hyomei Company, subsidiary of The R. T. Booth Company (Edward 
G. Wyckoff, president; Clarence F. Wyckoff) 

renovation of factory building—destroyed (1956)/demolition 
317-319 (59-61) East Seneca Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1897-98) 
Stephens & Masters (plumbing/heating work) 

 
 

HYOMEI  FACTORY. 
 

Changes in Progress in the Interior of the Building—Will Soon be Completed. 
 

A large force of workmen are engaged in transforming the premises formerly 
occupied by the Stanford Sign Company, on Seneca street, into a factory for the 
Hyomei Company.  The plans for the change in the interior of the building were 
prepared by architects Vivian & Gibb.  A JOURNAL reporter visited the building with 
President E. G. Wyckoff this morning.  The old wooden steps which now lead to the 
door on Seneca street are to be removed and replaced by a handsome stone and 
brick stoop.  The walls of the first floor, and, in fact, the walls of both floors of the 
building which were bare are now being plastered.  The first floor is to be used as a 
general store and shipping room with the exception of a small room in which will be 
located a bottling machine.  This machine, Mr. Wyckoff stated, would be able to 
bottle fifteen thousand bottles per day if necessary. 

A handsome oak stair will lead to the second floor.  Here will be located the 
offices of the company and also the factory proper.  Off the stairs will be the public 
office and cloak rooms, and next to these the directors’ room and the private office 
of President E. G. Wyckoff.  On the south side of the building is a long, well lighted 
room in which the employes [sic] will be located.  In this room the work of wrapping, 
labeling and packing, the principal work which will be done at the factory, will be 
carried on.  Mr. Wykoff stated that if the building had been built especially for the 
works it could not been better designed. 

The present output of the company reaches in value $7,000 per week.  The 
facilities of the new factory will permit of the doing of a business of $40,000 per 
week if necessary. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 November 1897, page 6. 
 
 

The work of putting steam heating apparatus in the Hyomei factory is 
progressing.  It is expected the factory will be ready for business in two or three 
weeks. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 26 November 1897, page 6. 
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Fred Masters, of the firm Stephens & Masters, one of Ithaca’s expert plumbers, is 
placing one of the famous “Mott” hot water heaters in the Hyomei factory for 
heating the entire building. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 2 December 1897, page 6. 
 
 

The Hyomei factory is being rapidly prepared for use.  The bottling machinery 
has already arrive and is being placed. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 7 December 1897, page 6. 
 
 

Mr. Wyckoff on or before February first remove from the handsome suite of 
offices in the Trust Company building to extensive new ones being prepared in the 
Hyomei building on East Seneca street.  He said today:  “The offices in Trust 
building which I am to surrender, are so comfortable, attractive, convenient in 
arrangement and central location that they will not be allowed long to remain 
vacant.” 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 12 January 1898, page 6. 
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1897  George F. Simpson and Michael Casey 
renovation of hotel building/entrance porch addition (Ithaca Hotel)—

destroyed (1968)/demolition 
219-225 (85) East State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Driscoll Brothers & Company (1897-98) 
Jamieson & McKinney (plumbing & marble work) 
Charles Hoffman & Company, Rochester (bar & fixtures work) 

cost:  $25,000 
 
 

Simpson and Casey yesterday gave and order to architects Vivian & Gibb to 
prepare plans for the improvements of the Ithaca Hotel throughout.  It will be several 
weeks before the plans are completed. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 18 November 1897, page 3. 
 
 

The front of the Ithaca Hotel is being stained with stale beer.  It will be given two 
coats.  Staining is claimed to be the best treatment for the old walls. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 11 December 1897, page 3. 
 
 

HOTEL  IMPROVEMENT. 
 

CONTRACTS  AWARDED  FOR  PLUMBING  AND  MARBLE  WORK. 
 

A  Home  Firm Secures  the  Job—Bids  for  Decorations  for  the First  Floor and 
Barroom and for Furniture not Yet Submitted—Nearly $25,000 to be Expended. 

 
At the office of  Vivian & Gibb last night the bids for the plumbing and marble 

work to be done in the Ithaca Hotel were opened and the contract let.  The successful 
bidders were Jamieson & McKinney who underbid out of town competitors.  The bids 
were as follows:   

For plumbing work: 
Jamieson & McKinney . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1450.00 
Stephens & Masters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1818.00 
R. H. Walker, Elmira . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1672.00 
Forest City Plumbing Company . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1926.00 

Marble work: 
Jamieson & McKinney . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $550.00 
R. H. Walker, Elmira . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $657.00 

Jamieson & McKinney’s full bid for both branches of work was $2,000. 
The contract calls for four bath rooms on the second floor, three on the third floor 

and three on the fourth floor; also the main lavatory on the first floor.  This lavatory 
is to have a marble wainscoting seven feet high and marble compartments with nickel 
plated fittings.  The floor is to be mosaic but this is not included in the contract 
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mentioned.  There is also a lavatory off the new bar room and the plumbing work in 
the kitchen. 

The cost of the improvements to date, for which contracts have been let, is as 
follows: 

Driscoll Brothers & Co., for general work. . . . . . . . . . . . $16,800 
Driscoll Brothers & Co., for tile floor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,100 
Jamieson & McKinney, plumbing & marble work . . . . . . . 2,000 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $19,900 
There is [work] yet to be contracted for:  the decorations for the first floor, also the 

decorations for the new barroom and the fixtures for the same.  The latter will be 
quite a large item, as it is intended to make a very handsome bar room.  There is also 
the item of furniture and incidentals.  It is estimated that the improvements when 
complete will have cost in the neighborhood of $25,000. 

All the contracts have stipulations as to the time the work shall be completed and 
every endeavor is being made to push the work rapidly, so that possession can be 
obtained and the hotel thrown open to the public on March 1st. 

The proprietors are very anxious to have the hotel open at that time, as early in 
March the Strait murder trial comes off in Ithaca and this will bring a large number of 
visitors to the city. 

Simpson & Casey are to finish the interior of the Ithaca Hotel, on the first floor, 
with a wainscoting of oak cabinet work four feet high.  The ceilings and casings are to 
be painted enamel white.  It is now to be made light and cheerful.  In erecting the 
hydraulic motor elevator the possibilities of a roof garden and additional stories are 
to be kept in view.  The proprietors are being urged to open their new hotel next 
spring with a party which shall extend to citizens a chance to express their financial 
sympathy with the transformation.  It is believed that several hundred tickets at $10 
per couple can be disposed of quickly.  At the original opening by W. H. Welch there 
was a large sale of $8 tickets; a substantial benefit therefrom; and a social gathering 
yet memorable. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 14 December 1897, page 6. 
 
 

Simpson & Casey have contracted with Charles Hoffman & Company, of 
Rochester, for a bar and fixtures for the new bar room.  The contract price is $2,500. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 16 December 1897, page 3. 
 
 

One of our brick buildings is being stained a bright red by the application of stale 
beer.  Noses have been brightly colored by this article before, and coats of stomachs 
illuminated by it, but it was not supposed a burnt brick was susceptible to such 
influences.—Ithaca Cor. GROTON JOURNAL. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 23 December 1897, page 6. 
 
 



954 
 

The Ithaca Hotel is to be wired, during the progress of repairs, for electric lighting, 
although provision of fixtures may be delayed to some future time when a small 
dynamo on the premises may make independent supply of lighting. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 12 January 1898, page 3. 
 
 

The false work for the carriage porch to be built over the sidewalk in front of the 
Ithaca Hotel was put up today. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 18 January 1898, page 3. 
 
 

The fancy stained glass windows for the Ithaca Hotel arrived Saturday and are 
today being placed in the dining room and over the doors of the new front entrance.  
Each day’s work now shows the result of the workmen’s effort and skill, and the 
interior begins to look very inviting. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 7 March 1898, page 3. 
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A-35.  Vivian & Gibb, Ithaca Hotel renovation and entrance porch, Ithaca, New York 
(1897-98; destroyed), exterior view from the northeast (Views of Ithaca, 1906). 
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1898  Edward G. and Clarence F. Wyckoff 
relocation/alteration of rental house—extant (1981) 
511 West Seneca Street [house was relocated from 213 (37) North 

Tioga Street to 205 (41) East Buffalo Street in 1898 and from 
205 East Buffalo Street to the present location in 1903] 

Ithaca, New York 
contractor: Driscoll Brothers & Company (1898) 
 
 

Architects Vivian & Gibb are busy with plans for the renovation of the St. John 
homestead upon which actual work will very soon begin for the Messrs. Wyckoff. 
 
“Briefs,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 12 March 1898, page 6. 
 
 

Driscoll Brothers & Company today began work on the Wyckoff property, at the 
corner of Tioga & Buffalo streets.  The small building at the rear is being torn down 
and the house now fronting on Tioga street is to be moved back and made to face 
Buffalo street. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 11 April 1898, page 3. 
 
 

* * *  The Wyckoff house at the corner of Tioga and Buffalo streets has been 
moved and placed on its new foundation and the work of veneering will be begun at 
once.  * * * 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 10 June 1898, page 3. 
 
 

Decorators are at work upon the renovated St. John homestead.  Mr. Cooper 
moved his family from the lake to the city yesterday and expects to take possession 
of his new home in about three weeks.  The Messrs. Wyckoff have tenders for 25 and 
35 foot front lots on North Tioga street, of the vacant lot; but have been persuaded 
to await the city’s action, next session, before considering any disposition of the 
same. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 4 October 1898, page 3. 
 
 

Horace M. Hibbard has sold to Fred D. Van Order a lot West Seneca street, east 
of the George Dixon property.  The brick dwelling now standing on the lot which will 
be the site of the federal building will be moved to Mr. Van Order’s lot. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 7 February 1903, page 6. 
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A-36.  Vivian & Gibb, Edward and Clarence Wyckoff rental house alteration, Ithaca, 
New York (1898), exterior view from the northwest (Author, 1981). 
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1898  unidentified client 
house—unknown 
unidentified address 
Sayre, Pennsylvania 

contractor: ? (1898) 
 
 

Mr. Vivian’s firm has just let a contract for a house in Sayre [Pennsylvania] for a 
resident of that place, . . . 
 
“With Local Architects and Builders,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 23 April 1898, page 3. 
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1898  Fred Clarkson and Lucy E. Fowler 
personal residence—extant (2013); renovation 
504 (110) North Aurora Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Charles H. Phillips (1898) 
 
 

Fred C. Fowler contemplates building a dwelling house on the lot No. 110 North 
Aurora street. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 20 April 1898, page 6. 
 
 

Mr. Vivian’s firm has just let a contract for a house in Sayre [Pennsylvania] for a 
resident of that place, and today opened bids for the residence to be built for Fred C. 
Fowler.  * * * 
 
“With Local Architects and Builders,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 23 April 1898, page 3. 
 
 

Charles Phillips is building a house for Fred Fowler, 110 North Aurora street. 
 
“Building Operations,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 13 July 1898, page 3. 
 
 

Builder Phillips is making rapid progress with the new house for Fred Fowler on 
North Aurora street.  He is also engaged upon a smaller house on North Cayuga 
street. 
 
“Briefs,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 16 August 1898, page 3. 
 
 

Fred C. Fowler has sold his house and lot on North Aurora street, and will build 
a bungalow on his lot in Forest Home.  He has rented rooms there for the winter. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 6 September 1911, page 3. 
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A-37.  Vivian & Gibb, Fred and Lucy Fowler residence, Ithaca, New York (1898), 
exterior view from the northeast (Author, 1981). 
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ca. 1898 “Umphville” bachelor club (Charles Hazen Blood) 
bachelor club summer cottage (“Umphville”)—extant (1986) 
1101? Taughannock Boulevard 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1898) 
 
 

Born in Ithaca April 7, 1866, he [Charles H. Blood] entered the Course in History 
and Political Science in 1884, received the Ph.B. degree in ’88 and the LLB two years 
later.  The son of General and Mrs. Charles F. Blood, who were descendants of early 
Ithaca settlers, he became captain of the Cadet Corps company in which the late 
Colonel Frank A. Barton ’91 was first sergeant.  He was a member of Kappa Alpha, 
Undine, Fruija, and Mermaid, and an honorary member of Quill and Dagger.  
Characteristically, he accompanied the crew and the Glee, Banjo, and Mandolin 
Clubs on their famous visit to England in 1895, and it was Mr. Blood and the late 
Charles E. Treman ’89 who underwrote the resulting deficit in the Musical Clubs 
budget and later reorganized the finances of the Club and the Masque to put them 
in sound condition.  For many years he was treasurer of the Athletic Association and 
a member of the Athletic Council.  His cottage, “Umphville,” on the west shore of 
Cayuga Lake, was a favorite resort of Ithaca’s young men for many years. 
 
“Judge Blood ’88 Dies—Was Well Known To Many,” Cornell Alumni News, volume 
XL, number 19 (24 February 1938), page 261. 
 
 

One of the more unusual landmarks on the lake in the gay nineties [sic] was 
“Umphville.”  This belonged to a bachelors’ club and consisted of a large clubhouse 
on the hillside with a dock in front.  A series of colored gentlemen served as the 
factotum chef, steward, and caretaker.  When one of the bachelors married, of 
course, he was no longer eligible as an active member—although apparently some of 
them would go back on occasion for card games or other special events.  They were 
active sailors and thoroughly enjoyed the summers. 
 
Allan H. Treman, As I Remember:  Recollections of Allan H. Treman, Joyce H. Finch, 
editor (Ithaca, N. Y.:  Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell 
University Libraries), 1979, page 91. 
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A-38.  Vivian & Gibb, “Umphville” summer cottage, west shore of Cayuga Lake, 
New York (1898; altered), south facade (Author, 1981). 
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1898  Treman, King & Company (Elias Treman) 
retail store/apartment building (Lyceum Block)—destroyed 

(1940)/demolition 
105-111 (7-9) South Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Driscoll Brothers & Company (1898-99) 
cost:  $24,000 
 
 

FINE  NEW  BLOCK. 
 

A  SUBSTANTIAL  IMPROVEMENT  FOR  SOUTH  CAYUGA  STREET. 
 

Two Buildings To Be Torn Down To Make Room For a Modern Block  Which  
Will Contain Three Stores And Finely Appointed Apartments—Work To Begin 

in July. 
 

Architects Vivian & Gibb are about completing plans for a very handsome block 
on South Cayuga street to be built on the Treman property.  The block is to have a 
frontage of 52 feet, beginning at the rear of Treman, King & Company’s store and 
ending at the Lyceum, taking in the buildings now occupied by Robert Reed & Co., 
and Jamieson & McKinney.  These two buildings, one a wooden building and the 
other a two story brick structure, are to be torn down.  This work cannot be 
commenced until July 1, when the present occupants give up possession of the 
buildings. 

The depth of the new block will be 66 feet.  It will consist of four stories and 
basement.  The exterior will be very attractive and of handsome and substantial 
appearance.  The front wall will be constructed of red Roman pressed brick.  These 
brick are long and narrow, measuring 12 by 1½ inches.  The stone trimmings will be 
red Portage which is the same as used on the Savings bank building and the 
foundation of the Cornell Library.  Above the fourth story windows will be moulded 
brick arches filled with terra cotta.  The front will have also brick pilaster treatment. 

On the ground or street floor there will be three stores about sixteen feet wide 
and sixty-four feet deep.  The stores will have white quartered oak fronts with large 
plate glass windows.  Each store will have a basement with floor lights and trap 
doors front and rear.  The interior of the stores will be finished in white quartered 
oak.  Each store will be provided with a lavatory. 

The second, third, and fourth floors are divided into flats, three on each floor.  
These flats are to be models of their kind.  Each will consist of a hall, sitting room, 
dining room, kitchen, pantry, bedroom and bathroom.  They will be heated by steam 
and have all the modern conveniences.  The floors will be of North Carolina pine and 
the other woodwork, chestnut wax finish.  The staircase will be of oak.  In the attic 
there will be a separate store room for each flat and the roof will be arranged for 
clothes drying.  The building will be provided with modern fire escapes. 

The main entrance to the flats will be between the first and second stores on 
Cayuga street.  There will also be a rear entrance from the court which will be in the 
rear of the post office. 
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The building when completed will be a notable addition to Ithaca’s modern 
blocks. 

The architects are not quite through with the plans yet and there may be some 
slight revision of them, but in the main the description given above will be adhered 
to.  The plans will be given out for estimates the latter part of the month. 

It is expected that the block will be completed and the stores and the flats ready 
for occupancy by January 1, 1899. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 February 1898, page 6. 
 
 

The bids for the Lyceum block, Treman building, were opened on Monday [28 
March 1898], that of Driscoll Brothers & Company, being the lowest.  The block is to 
cost about $24,000. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 30 March 1898, page 3. 
 
 

The preliminary work on the construction of the handsome block to be erected by 
Elias Treman to the north of the Lyceum is now well under way.  The old market has 
been torn down and the debris removed.  Today the wooden part of the block 
occupied by Jamieson & McKinney will be razed and tomorrow it is expected that 
the contractors, Driscoll Bros. & Co., will set a gang of men to work excavating the 
cellar.  The material to be used in the construction of this building is already at hand 
and when the skilled labor is called upon to go to work the construction will move 
forward rapidly.  This building will be one of the strongest erected in the city as steel 
framing is to be used throughout.  The heavy girders are already in hand and 
together weigh 18 tons.  In all modern buildings steel is now being used to a great 
extent.  It is not expected that this block will be completed before February 1st.  The 
stores will be ready for occupancy by that date but the flats will not be finished until 
about the 1st of March.  Roman brick will be used in the front and these brick are 
already on the ground. 
 
“On One Block,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 22 July 1898, page 3. 
 
 

To distinguish it from the corner store the block being now constructed for the 
Messrs. Treman is to be known as the “Lyceum block”. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 22 August 1898, page 6. 
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A-39.  Vivian & Gibb, Lyceum Block, Ithaca, New York (1898-99; destroyed), 
exterior detail of relocated cornerstone (Author, 1981). 
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1898  Department of Chemistry, Cornell University (Louis M. Dennis, 
Professor of Chemistry) 

classroom/laboratory addition to academic building (Morse Hall)—
destroyed (1916)/fire 

Cornell University campus 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Joseph Campbell (1898-99) 
Treman, King & Company (building hardware) 
Stephens & Masters (plumbing work) 
B. F. Sturdevant Company, Boston, Massachusetts (heating/steam 

fitting work) 
The Bool Company (furniture work) 

cost:  $55,000 
 
 

NEW  LABORATORY. 
 

A  BUILDING  TO  COST  ABOUT  FIFTY  THOUSAND  DOLLARS. 
 

Work  Commenced Today—The Masonry, Carpentry, Plumbing, Hardware  
Fitting and Furniture Contracts Awarded to Ithaca Bidders. 

 
Bids for the construction of the Chemical Laboratory for Cornell University were 

opened at the office of Architects Vivian & Gibb this morning.  The building will cost 
$50,000.  Following are the successful bidders: 

Mason and carpenter work—Joseph Campbell, brother of Thomas B. 
Campbell, of this city. 

Plumbing—Stephens & Masters. 
Heating and Steam fitting—B. F. Sturdevant Company, Boston. 
Hardware—Treman, King & Co. 
Furniture—The Bool Co. 

Work was commenced this morning and the building is to be completed by July 
1st next. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 29 August 1898, page 6. 
 
 

The New Chemical Laboratory. 
 

The new chemical laboratory which is now being built upon the north side of 
Morse Hall, 130 feet long and 65 feet wide.  As President Schurman said in his 
annual address, “it will double the accommodations of the department of 
chemistry.”  With the exception of the foundation the building will be built of brick.  
The structure will be three stories with a sub-basement.  It is to be build [sic] on the 
north side and at a distance of about fifteen feet from the main building.  The 
buildings will be connected by bridges from the first and second floors. 

In the sub-basement will be the dynamo room, the work shop, the pump and 
blowers room and two constant temperature rooms. 



967 
 

The basement will contain the electric furnace room, the gas analysis room; also 
a room for gas storage, a fire proof room and the assay laboratory which consists of 
two large rooms. 

On the first floor Professor Dennis will have a private laboratory and office.  The 
northeast corner will be taken up by the museum.  A large lecture room is also 
located on this floor; also research laboratories, a stereoscopic laboratory, a mercury 
room and a dark room. 

Professor Bancroft will have his office and a private laboratory on the second 
floor.  The rest of the floor is devoted to various laboratories for physical and 
inorganic chemistry.  A large lecture room is also provided for on this floor. 

The attic will contain the distilled water apparatus motors, exhaust pipes, etc. 
All in all the new chemical laboratory will be complete in every detail.  It will be 

finished in July, 1899, and will be ready for use at the opening of the next college 
year.  Vivian and Gibb of Ithaca are the architects. 
 
Cornell Daily Sun, 11 October 1898, page 1. 
 
 

Ithaca, N. Y.—Jos. Campbell was awarded the contract for the $40,000 chemical 
laboratory annex to Cornell University, plans for which were prepared by Vivian & 
Gibb, 36 State St.  
 
“Building Intelligence,” The American Architect & Building News, volume LXII, 
number 1191 (22 October 1899), page x. 
 
 

Morse Hall Addition. 
 

During the summer months the addition to Morse Hall has been completed, 
though the building is far from being ready for use.  Much of the work could not be 
done until Professor Dennis returned.  The work of wiring the hall is now being 
rushed and new laboratories are being fitted up for micro-chemical analysis, 
analysis of food and water.  The department expects a very heavy registration this 
fall. 
 
Cornell Daily Sun, 30 September 1899, page 1. 
 
 

THE NEW CHEMICAL LABORATORY. 
 
During the Summer the new Chemical Laboratory has been practically finished 

and regular work will commence therein next week.  The new building is fully as 
large as Morse Hall, so that the room at the disposal of the Chemistry department 
has practically been doubled.  Messrs. Vivian and Gibb have had charge of the 
construction and have designed a most suitable building, 65 x 130, containing sub-
basement, basement, first and second floors. It is constructed of brick, and conforms 
architecturally to Morse Hall.  Realizing the necessity for pure fresh air in such a 
building, especial care has been devoted to that side of the construction, and forced 
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draught, the most perfect modern system of ventilation, has been used.  Every hood 
has its own exhaust fan in the attic and this in itself will be a great factor in keeping 
the air free from noxious odors.  The sub-basement contains two constant 
temperature rooms, a workshop, dynamo room, ore crushing rooms and a room for 
the ventilating fan, heating coils, etc. The basement and first floor will be occupied 
by the department of inorganic chemistry and used exclusively for their work.  The 
basement will contain besides an electric furnace room, rooms for gas analysis, two 
large assay laboratories, two fire-proof combustion rooms, and a large “stink” 
room.  Upon the first floor will be provided the office and private laboratory of 
Professor Dennis, the professor in charge of the inorganic department.  The museum, 
spectroscopic laboratory, photographic and mercury rooms, a lecture room with 
sixty-five seats, and the research laboratory for inorganic chemistry will also be on 
this floor.  Professor Bancroft has charge of the upper floor, and he also will have his 
office and private laboratory.  The remaining space will be occupied by research 
laboratories, balance room, three large laboratories (one designed especially for 
electrochemistry), and a lecture room for sixty-five students. 

Professor Dennis has complimented Messrs. Vivian and Gibb most highly on the 
new building, claiming that it is superior to any laboratory in the old world and 
equal certainly, if not superior, to any laboratory in the United States.  The 
University appropriated $55,000 last fall for the erection of the building, and 
certainly money could not have been spent in a manner more beneficial to the 
University as a whole. 
 
The Cornell Era, volume XXXII, number 1 (14 October 1899), page 9. 
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A-40.  Vivian & Gibb, Morse Hall addition, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York 
(1898-99; destroyed), exterior view from the southeast (The Cornell Era, 14 October 
1899). 
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1898  Charles P. and Jennie P. Beaman 
personal residence—extant (2013) 
506 (106) East Seneca Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: George N. Scott (1898) basement 
Hine & Lamkin (1898-99) superstructure 

cost:  $5,000 
status:  East Hill Historic District, 1986/1988 
 
 

Dr. C. P. Beaman has broken ground for his new house on East Seneca street. 
 
“Briefs,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 12 September 1898, page 7. 
 
 

Contractor George N. Scott has just completed a fine cellar for Dr. Beaman.  A 
handsome residence is to be erected over the same by Hine & Lamkin. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 5 October 1898, page 3. 
 
 

Local architects are all rushed with business just at present and new houses are 
going up rapidly all over the city.  A walk in the extreme part of the city would 
convince the doubtful ones that Ithaca is growing faster than any city of her size in 
the state.  * * *  Vivian & Gibb are the architects for these houses and all over East 
Hill can be seen the fruits of their labor.  * * *  Dr. Beaman’s house on East Seneca 
street, for which they were the architects, was occupied by the doctor yesterday.  * * * 
 
“Architects Busy,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 April 1899, page 3. 
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A-41.  Vivian & Gibb, Charles and Jennie Beaman residence, Ithaca, New York 
(1898-99), exterior view from the southwest (Author, 1981). 
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1898  Herbert Charles and Bertha E. Elmer 
personal residence—extant (2013); additions 
113 Oak Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Edward Sprigg (1898-99) 
cost:  $5,000 
 
 

Plans are being prepared by Vivian & Gibb for a residence for Professor Herbert 
C. Elmer to cost about $5,000.  It is to be located nearly opposite of Wm. Hazlitt 
Smith on East Hill. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 31 August 1898, page 3. 
 
 

Professor Elmer is to have a new residence on Oak Avenue.  The foundations 
have just been laid and the building will be ready for occupancy next April. 
 
“Prize Awarded,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 November 1898, page 6. 
 
 

Professor H. C. Elmer’s new Queen Anne house, designed by Vivian & Gibb and 
built by Contractor Sprigg, opposite the residence of Wm. Hazlitt Sprigg [sic], on 
Oak avenue, is nearly finished.  It has been a painted a pea green.  The house 
attracts attention and admiration. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 20 May 1899, page 6. 
 
 

Professor Elmer has taken possession of his new home on Oak avenue. 
 
“Cornelliana,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 1 July 1899, page 3. 
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A-42.  Vivian & Gibb, Herbert and Bertha Elmer residence, Ithaca, New York (1898-
99; altered), north facade (The Cornellian, 1923). 
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1898  Louis P. Coryell (Charles Coryell, son) 
rental house—extant (2013) 
116 Cascadilla Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Driscoll Brothers & Company (1898-99) 
 
 

The bids for Charles Coryell’s new house on West State [sic] street were opened 
this afternoon in the office of Vivian & Gibb. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 7 November 1898, page 3. 
 
 

The following is a list of buildings erected in the past year, their owners, builders, 
location and approximate value: 

Building: Residence 
Owner: Louis Coryell 
Builder: Driscoll Bros. & Co. 
Location: Cascadilla st. 
Cost: ------------ 

 
“Building Record,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 31 December 1898, page 6. 
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A-43.  Vivian & Gibb, Louis P. Coryell rental house, Ithaca, New York (1898-99), 
exterior view from the southeast (Author, 1981). 
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1898-99 Charles E. and Sarah D. Courtney 
personal residence—extant (2013) 
218 Eddy Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Driscoll Brothers & Company (1899) 
status:  East Hill Historic District, 1986/1988 
 
 

Relative to the purchase of a home for Coach Courtney, there is nothing new to 
report.  Mr. Courtney is still looking around for a desirable house that can be 
purchased for a modest sum, but has not as yet found a suitable place. 
 
“Briefs,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 17 February 1898, page 3. 
 
 

Mr. Courtney’s new house will be built next to the brick house at No. 42 Eddy 
street. 
 
“Campus Gleanings,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 20 January 1899, page 3. 
 
 

Local architects are all rushed with business just at present and new houses are 
going up rapidly all over the city.  A walk in the extreme part of the city would 
convince the doubtful ones that Ithaca is growing faster than any city of her size in 
the state.  * * *  Vivian & Gibb are the architects for these houses and all over East 
Hill can be seen the fruits of their labor.  * * *  on Eddy street they have Mr. 
Courtney’s house under construction, . . . Driscoll Brothers [have the contract] for 
the latter.  * * * 
 
“Architects Busy,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 April 1899, page 3. 
 
 

Coach Courtney is now giving some attention to the building of his new house on 
Eddy street.  He seldom made it even a visit during the training season of April, 
May and June. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 1 July 1899, page 6. 
 
 

Charles E. Courtney has moved into his new house on Eddy street. 
 
“Personal Mention,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 11 September 1899, page 3. 
 

 

MR. COURTNEY’S NEW HOUSE. 
 

Fronting on Eddy St. near Seneca, stands the house which will, in the near future, 
be presented to Charles E. Courtney, Cornell’s veteran coach.  A more fitting token 
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of gratitude and esteem could scarcely be imagined.  Certainly a home presented in 
such a spirit could not fail to be appreciated by its recipient. and it is doubtful if 
anything could please Cornell’s Grand Old Man more than this token of regard from 
the alumni of the University.  The house, designed by Messrs. Vivian and Gibb, is 
colonial in its character and finished in shingle above and clapboards below.  A 
broad and spacious porch fronts the street and a tasty entrance leads one into a 
hallway, finished in quartered oak.  The dining room, which is in the rear of the 
house commands a beautiful view of the sweeping valley, the city nestling therein, 
the distant hills, and Lake Cayuga. 

The house is finished in hard wood throughout and is fitted with both gas and 
electricity.  The heating scheme is the hot air system commonly in vogue, with 
handsome fireplaces in the more important rooms.  It is up to date in all its details, 
and its rooms small and cozy, with the browns and yellows of the wood 
emphasized by the dark wallpaper, present a charming color effect. 

Mr. Courtney himself naturally has many trophies of races for years back, with 
which to adorn his home, and which explain in a great measure the reason of the gift 
of the house.  For it is due to him more than to any other one man, that Cornell owes 
her long record of victories.  Gratitude for these services inspired Mr. Francis, one of 
Cornell’s most noted oarsmen, and the alumni all over the country to contribute 
toward the fund with which the house has been built.  It is a tribute of gratitude, of 
confidence, of the esteem of our Cornellians, to Cornell's great aquatic coach, Charles 
E. Courtney. 
 
The Cornell Era, volume XXXII, number 1 (14 October 1899), page 9. 
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A-44.  Vivian & Gibb, Charles and Sarah Courtney residence, Ithaca, New York 
(1898-99), exterior detail of bay window from the southeast (Author, 1981). 
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1898-99 James Edwin and Katherine F. Creighton 
personal residence—destroyed (1962)/demolition 
2 Reservoir Avenue [house was relocated (1904) to 2 The Circle] 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: O. R. Edwards (1899) basement 
Hine & Lamkin (1899) superstructure 

 
 

Driscoll Brothers & Company are figuring on the plans and specifications of 
Professor J. E. Creighton’s house recently finished on papers by architects, Vivian & 
Gibb. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 24 January 1899, page 3. 
 
 

O. R. Edwards broke the ground yesterday for Professor Creighton’s new house 
on the campus. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 March 1899, page 6. 
 
 

Local architects are all rushed with business just at present and new houses are 
going up rapidly all over the city.  A walk in the extreme part of the city would 
convince the doubtful ones that Ithaca is growing faster than any city of her size in 
the state.  * * *  Vivian & Gibb are the architects for these houses and all over East 
Hill can be seen the fruits of their labor.  On Reservoir avenue they building a frame 
house for Professor J. E. Creighton, . . . Hine & Lamkin have the contract for the 
former . . . 
 
“Architects Busy,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 April 1899, page 3. 
 
 

Prof. J. E. Creighton has returned from Nova Scotia.  He expects to occupy his 
new house on Reservoir avenue by the first of September. 
 
“Cornelliana,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 18 August 1899, page 3. 
 
 

Professor Creighton has moved into his new house on Reservoir avenue.  The new 
home is almost completed, though, the mechanics are still busy with their work in 
some parts of the house. 
 
“Campus Gleanings,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 5 September 1899, page 3. 
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A-45.  Vivian & Gibb, James and Katherine Creighton, Ithaca, New York (1898-99; 
destroyed), first floor plan of 1942 renovation by Cornell University Department of 
Buildings & Grounds (courtesy, Cornell University Archives). 
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1899  Cornell Heights Land Company (Edward G. and Clarence F.  
Wyckoff) 

speculative/rental house—extant (2013) 
209 (61) Wait Avenue 
speculative/rental house—extant (2013); alteration/addition 
228 (88) Wait Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Fred G. Bogart (1899) 
status:  Cornell Heights Historic District, 1989 
 
 

Local architects are all rushed with business just at present and new houses are 
going up rapidly all over the city.  A walk in the extreme part of the city would 
convince the doubtful ones that Ithaca is growing faster than any city of her size in 
the state.  On Cornell Heights Land Company, and as soon as these are completed 
in the fall others will be built.  Vivian & Gibb are the architects for these houses and 
all over East Hill can be seen the fruits of their labor.  * * * 
 
“Architects Busy,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 April 1899, page 3. 
 
 

Alderman Bogart has so much work on hand that he did not bid for more than 
the building of the two houses for E. G. and C. F. Wyckoff on Cornell Heights.  These 
houses are elaborate and expensive and must be finished for the last of September.  
He has already begun work on them. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 29 April 1899, page 6. 
 
 

The foundation for one of the handsome houses being erected by Alderman 
Bogart on Cornell Heights for the Messrs. Wyckoff  is finished.  Another one has been 
started. 
 
“With the Builders,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 19 May 1899, page 3. 
 
 

* * *  Contractor Bogart has nearly completed one of the two handsome Wyckoff 
cottages on Wait avenue.  The two have been painted outside. 
 
“On the Heights,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 10 July 1899, page 3. 
 
 

Alderman Fred G. Bogart has the second house he is building for the Messrs. E. 
G. and C. F. Wyckoff, on Cornell Heights, nearing the finish.  The first one is painted 
and plastered. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 24 July 1899, page 6. 
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A-46.  Vivian & Gibb, Cornell Heights Land Company (209 Wait Avenue) house, 
Ithaca, New York (1899), exterior view from the northwest (Author, 1981). 

 

A-47.  Vivian & Gibb, Cornell Heights Land Company (228 Wait Avenue) house, 
Ithaca, New York (1899; altered), exterior view from the southeast (Author, 1981). 
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1899  Charles Hazen Blood 
summer cottage—destroyed 
1103? Taughannock Boulevard 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1899) 
 
 

* * *  While the work of building new residences in the city is steadily going on, 
new cottages along the east [sic] shore of the lake are going up all the time.  Plans for 
Chas. H. Blood’s new cottage and . . . are in the hands of Vivian & Gibb, and it is 
expected that both of the houses will be ready for occupancy this summer. 
 
“Architects Busy,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 April 1899, page 3. 
 
 

The Misses Willard and brothers, of Passaic, N. J., are spending the month at the 
August at the Blood cottage on the west shore of the lake. 
 
“Personal Mention,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 8 August 1899, page 3. 
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ca. 1899 Charles Hazen Blood 
attributed boat house for summer cottage—destroyed (after 1981) 

1103? Taughannock Boulevard 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? 
 
 
[Note: For additional information regarding this work, see pages 417-419.] 
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A-48.  Vivian & Gibb (attributed), Charles H. Blood summer cottage boathouse, 
west shore of Cayuga Lake, New York (ca. 1899; destroyed), exterior view from the 
southeast (Author, 1981). 
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1899  Edwin and Laura (Graves) Gillette 
summer cottage (“Rest-A-While”)—extant (2013) 
1167 Taughannock Boulevard 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1899) 
 
 

* * *  While the work of building new residences in the city is steadily going on, 
new cottages along the east [sic] shore of the lake are going up all the time.  Plans for 
Chas. H. Blood’s new cottage and Edwin Gillette’s [cottage] are in the hands of 
Vivian & Gibb, and it is expected that both of the houses will be ready for 
occupancy this summer. 
 
“Architects Busy,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 April 1899, page 3. 
 
 

Edwin Gillette has painted his west shore cottage dark green, greatly improving 
its appearance. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 29 June 1908, page 3. 
 
 

Edwin Gillette and family have moved to town after spending the summer at 
their home, “Rest-A-While,” at the lake. 
 
“Additional Personals,” The Ithaca Journal, 2 September 1913, page 7. 
 



987 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A-49.  Vivian & Gibb, “Rest-A-While” (Edwin and Laura Gillette) summer cottage, 
west shore of Cayuga Lake, New York (1899), exterior view from the southeast 
(Author, 1981). 
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1899  Daniel E. and Anna (Stone) Marsh 
personal residence—extant (2013); second-story addition (1906); west 

wing addition (1956) 
110 South Geneva Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Driscoll Brothers & Company (1899) 
 
 

Daniel E. Marsh is having planned prepared for the erection of a dwelling, upon 
the lot he recently purchased of Mrs. Leonard Treman on Geneva street. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 20 February 1899, page 3. 
 
 

* * *  They [Vivian & Gibb] are also working upon the plans for . . . a brick and 
frame residence for Daniel E. Marsh, on South Geneva street.  * * * 
 
“Architects Busy,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 April 1899, page 3. 
 
 

Driscoll Bros. & Co. are building the foundation for the D. E. Marsh home on 
South Geneva street.  The house is to be finished by October 1st. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 18 May 1899, page 6. 
 
 

* * *  Daniel E. Marsh’s new house on South Geneva street is nearly finished.  The 
first story is of brick and the remainder is wood and painted. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 28 July 1899, page 3. 
 
 

Workmen are grading the grounds around D. E. Marsh’ new house on South 
Geneva street.  The house is nearly finished. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 19 October 1899, page 6. 
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A-50.  Vivian & Gibb, Daniel and Anna Marsh residence, Ithaca, New York (1899; 
altered), exterior view from the northeast (Author, 1981). 
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1899  Charles W. and Mary E. Major 
personal residence—destroyed (1957)/demolition 
110 Sage Place 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1899) 
 
 

Attorney George S. Tarbell has sold a lot 50x135 feet of the Sage estate to 
Charles W. Major.  It is the first lot north of the Cornell Infirmary and will face Sage 
Place, the name of the new private road which is a continuation of the driveway 
through the Sage estate from State to Seneca street.  W. H. Crowell has purchased 
through Mr. Tarbell, the lot 50x135 feet, north of Mr. Major’s newly acquired 
property.  Mr. Major intends to build a home on his lot very soon. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 10 April 1899, page 6. 
 
 

Local architects are all rushed with business just at present and new houses are 
going up rapidly all over the city.  A walk in the extreme part of the city would 
convince the doubtful ones that Ithaca is growing faster than any city of her size in 
the state.  * * *  Vivian & Gibb are the architects for these houses and all over East 
Hill can be seen the fruits of their labor.  * * *  They are also working upon the plans 
for C. W. Major’s new residence to be built on Sage Place, . . . 
 
“Architects Busy,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 April 1899, page 3. 
 
 

The Major and Crowell houses on the west side of Sage Place are rapidly nearing 
completion. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 19 August 1899, page 3. 
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1899  Benjamin Rich 
alterations for department store—destroyed 
146-148 (48-50) East State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Driscoll Brothers & Company (1899) 
 
 

B.  RICH’S  DOUBLE  STORE. 
 

The leasing of the E. J. Burritt store by merchant B. Rich was announced in THE 

JOURNAL several days ago.  Architects Vivian & Gibb have been engaged preparing 
plans and specifications for converting the two buildings into one.  The dividing wall 
is to be removed and one large store made of the two.  The buildings throughout are 
to be renovated and refitted so as to make a handsome department store.  Exterior 
improvements are to be made.  Where there are now two entrances, when the 
improvements are completed there will be but one and instead of four small show 
windows there will be two large ones.  State street will be the gainer by these 
improvements.  It is expected that the contractors will hand in bids on Saturday. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 23 February 1899, page 6. 
 
 

GREAT  CHANGES  IN  B.  RICH’S  STORES. 
 

Ben Rich has a ten year lease on the Wick and Marshall buildings, 48 and 50 East 
State street, now occupied by him.  He has awarded to Driscoll Brothers & 
Company the contract to remove the stone piers in the front of the buildings and 
replace them with iron ones.  The two fronts will be new and of oak and heavy plate 
glass.  The two buildings will be made into one store with all the present 
departments retained and several new ones added.  The contractors are to have 
complete control of the premises from August 8th to August 20th. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 27 July 1899, page 6. 
 
 

A gang of carpenters worked all night to prepare the Ben Rich stores for today’s 
trade.  They succeeded and the stores were open for business this morning.  Fixtures 
and ornaments and other attractive fixtures will be placed rapidly, but people can 
now be waited upon conveniently by Mr. Rich and his clerks. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 30 August 1899, page 6. 
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1899-1900 Townsend Grover and Sophia Childs (Fairchild) Jackson 
attributed boathouse for summer estate (“The Hickories”)—extant (2013) 

15 Hickory Lane (originally part of estate located at 47 Forman 
Street) 

Cazenovia, New York 
contractor: Fred Man (1900) 
status:  National Register of Historic Places, 1991 
 
 

Architect Arthur N. Gibb returned last night from a trip to Cazenovia. 
 
“Personal Mention,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 March 1899, page 3. 
 
 
The boathouse, located southwest of the residence, is now on a separate parcel.  The 
boathouse is a modest, one-story, hipped-roof building that has not been altered 
significantly.  It features two openings on the north and south for boat access and 
one doorway on the east; the exterior is covered by wood shingles and has broad 
overhanging eaves.  Five windows have diamond-shaped window panes that match 
those of the main residence.  The interior, functioning solely as a boat slip and 
storage area, has tongue-in-groove wood siding and an original wood-framed boat 
hoist that operates with a pulley and gears.  On the south wall is the autograph of 
the builder (Fred Man) and the date May 16, 1900. 
 
James Warren and Kathleen LaFrank, National Register of Historic Places—The 
Hickories (Albany, N. Y.:  Division of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation, State 
of New York), December 1990, Section 7, page 3 [property was listed in 1991]. 
 
 
The Hickories boathouse is a modest, one-story building; its design also reflects a 
mix of the Shingle and Colonial Revival styles in its wood-shingle siding, diamond-
pane casement windows and hipped roof.  The building is remarkably intact on the 
exterior and interior, retaining its original boat hoist mechanism.  The orientation of 
the boathouse is unusual among Cazenovia’s surviving estate boathouses; entry to 
the boat slip is from either side (north or south), rather than from the front.  
Although it is now screened from the estate house by mature trees, the boathouse 
continues to represent the physical link between the estate house and the recreational 
activity on Cazenovia Lake typical of large lakeshore estates in the vicinity of 
Cazenovia. 
 
Warren and LaFrank, The Hickories, December 1990, Section 8, pages 2-3. 
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A-51.  Vivian & Gibb (attributed), “The Hickories” (Townsend and Sophia Jackson 
estate) boathouse, Cazenovia, New York (1899-1900), exterior view from the north 
(courtesy, Division of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation, State of New York, 
1990). 
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1900  Louis Munroe and Minnie C. Dennis 
personal residence—extant (2013); alteration 
722 University Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Driscoll Brothers & Company (1900) 
 
 

* * * and Professor Louis M. Dennis purchases the lot next west of Dr. Hubbell’s, 
200 feet front on University avenue, consideration $4,000.  It is rumored that 
Professor Dennis has already commissioned architects Vivian & Gibb to prepare 
plans for a fine residence to be erected this spring. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 February 1900, page 6. 
 
 

The foundation for Professor Dennis; new house on University avenue is 
completed, and Driscoll Brothers & Company will begin work on the superstructure 
at once. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 24 April 1900, page 6. 
 
 

The construction of the new residence of Professor L. M. Dennis on University 
avenue, near the new residence of Professor Olmsted, is well under way. 
 
“Cornelliana,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 30 April 1900, page 6. 
 
 

Professor Dennison’s [sic] new house on University avenue is being rushed to 
completion.  The work of grading the yards has just been finished and carpenters are 
busily engaged in the interior of the house. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 29 June 1900, page 6. 
 
 

Professor Dennis is now at his new home at No. 722 University avenue. 
 
“Cornelliana,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 29 September 1900, page 6. 
 
 
untitled 
[group of blue-line prints] 
group includes: Cellar & Foundation Plan 

First Floor Plan 
Second Floor Plan 
Attic & Roof Plan 
Front Elevation, South 
East Elevation 
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Rear Elevation, North 
West Elevation 
Detail Sheet No. 1:  Main Staircase, Library North Side, Bed 

Room Fire Place, Sitting Rm. Fire Place 
Detail Sheet No. 2:  Library East Side, Pantry, Interior 

Vestibule Door/Reception Room/Sitting Room [and 
miscellaneous partial interior elevations] 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Buildings & Properties drawings, Collection No. 43/2/552. 
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A-52.  Vivian & Gibb, Louis and Minnie Dennis residence, Ithaca, New York (1900; 
altered), construction print of Front [south] Elevation (courtesy, Cornell University 
Archives, 1900). 
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1900  Charles Ezra and Katherine L. (Bouck) Cornell 
personal residence—extant (2013); additions (1905); renovation 
508 Stewart Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: [William L. Jenks?] (1900) 
Jamieson & McKinney Company (plumbing work) 

 
 
 

Ground was broken today for Charles E. Cornell’s new house to be erected just 
north of the Town and Gown Club, on Stewart avenue. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 28 June 1900, page 3. 
 
 

The property, 61x115 feet, at 508 Stewart avenue, north of the Town and Gown 
Club, owned by Charles E. Cornell, has been sold through the agency of George S. 
Tarbell, for $10,000, to Edward S. Preston, . . . 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 20 October 1911, page 3. 
 
 
Residence of Charles E. Cornell, Esq., Ithaca, N.Y. 
[set of blue-line prints; set is labeled #1.] 
set includes: Basement [plan] 

First Floor [plan] 
Second Floor [plan] 
Roof & Attic [plan] 
East [front] Elevation 
South Elevation 
West Elevation 
North Elevation 
Section through Hall, Reception Rm. & Staircase Hall [and 

miscellaneous interior elevations] 
 
Plumbing Specifications, Residence of Charles E. Cornell, Esq., Stewart Ave., Ithaca, 

N.Y. 
[6 pages of typescript, labeled “Office Copy,” specifying plumbing requirements; 

page 6 is signed as follows: 
Ithaca, N.Y.  June 25/00 
l.s. Jamieson & McKinney 
l.s. Charles E. Cornell 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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Contractor Jenks today began construction of an addition to the residence of 
Charles E. Cornell, which is to include a dining and another room. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 11 May 1905, page 3. 
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A-53.  Vivian & Gibb, Charles and Katherine Cornell residence, Ithaca, New York          
(1900; altered), construction drawing of South Elevation (courtesy, Cornell 
University Archives, 1900). 
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1900  Theta Delta Chi fraternity 
dining annex to chapter house—extant (2013); addition/renovation 
106 West Avenue (15 South Avenue) 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Driscoll Brothers & Company (1900-01) 
cost:  $10,000 
 
 

Theta Delta Chi Lodge. 
 

In line with the present desire among Cornell fraternities to secure dining rooms 
in their houses, ground was broken a few weeks ago for an addition to the Theta 
Delta Chi house on South Avenue. 

The new building, which is to be entirely separate from the present house, will 
have two stories.  It will be situated on the lot which the fraternity secured control of 
about a year ago and which lies to the southwest of the present lodge.  The present 
south piazza will be extended about fifteen feet and will connect with another at a 
right angle to it and running the full length of the new part on the east side.  This 
arrangement provides the west and north sides of an enclosed court which will 
ultimately be completed by the erection of a similar structure on the east side and a 
connecting piazza or colonade [sic] on the south side of the original building. 

The interior has been arranged with an eye to convenience, utility and comfort as 
well as beauty.  The building will be 22 by 40 feet and will be at right angles with the 
present structure.  On the first floor will be the dining room and a convenient serving 
room.  The dining room will be 21 by 26 feet and will be furnished in Flemish oak 
paneling producing the rich, dark wood effect used in the present house.  On the 
second floor will be two suites of rooms and a bath room.  The cellar will be 
especially commodious.  It will extend under the piazza, which runs the entire 
length of the building.  Thus there will be ample accommodations for the kitchen 
and servants’ quarters. 

The architects of the new structure are Vivian & Gibb of Ithaca, who designed 
the first building.  The new part will entirely harmonize with the present structure.  
The foundation will be of stone followed by buff brick to the second story, and 
above that stained shingles.  The trimmings will be white and the general effect will 
be a miniature of the larger house. 

Driscoll Brothers have received the contract and hope with good fortune to have 
the building ready for occupancy during the spring.  The cost of the dining room 
structure will be in the neighborhood of $10,000. 
 
Cornell Alumni News, volume III, number 11 (5 December 1900, page 88. 
 
 
untitled 
[group of blueprints] 
group includes: Basement [plan] 

First Floor [plan] 
Second Floor [plan], Revised 
East Elevation 
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North Elevation 
West Elevation 
South Elevation 
South End, Dining Room; North End, Dining Room 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Buildings & Properties drawings, Collection No. 43/2/552. 
 
[Note:  These drawings are incorrectly identified in the Buildings & Properties 
drawings collection as the Theta Delta Chi chapter house at 800 University Avenue 
rather than the house at 106 West Avenue] 
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A-54.  Vivian & Gibb, Theta Delta Chi dining annex, Ithaca, New York (1900-01; 
altered), blueprint of East Elevation (courtesy, Cornell University Archives, 1900). 
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1900-01 Sibley College of Mechanical Engineering, Cornell University (Hiram 
W. Sibley, donor) 

museum/auditorium addition to (Sibley Dome) 
academic/laboratory building (Sibley Hall)—extant (2013); 
renovation 

Cornell University campus 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Joseph Campbell (1901-03) 
cost:  $75,000 
status:  Cornell Arts Quad Historic District, 1990 
 
 

PLANS  FOR  ADDITION  TO  SIBLEY  COLLEGE. 
 

The plans for the addition to Sibley College have been completed and by 
Saturday the bids for the contract will be closed.  If the bids prove satisfactory work 
will begin immediately.  The new building is to be erected between the Old Sibley 
and New Sibley.  It will be about 80 feet square and three stories high, with a dome 
covering almost the entire top of the structure.  The new building will be of local blue 
stone and trimmed with Indiana sand stone.  It will not be connected in any way 
with the buildings adjoining it on either side but will be absolutely fire-proof so that 
a fire cannot get from one building to the other. 

The basement of the new building will be used for locker and laboratory rooms 
and for shop work.  The offices of Director Thurston and of Professor Morris, and a 
lecture room to accommodate 150 students will occupy the first floor.  There will be 
two entrances, one on the southeast corner and one on the southwest.  The entire 
second floor will be given up to the Department of Railway Engineering.  Professor 
Hibbard’s office, lecture and drafting rooms will be on this floor.  The third floor will 
be a large auditorium to seat about 750 people. 

When the work is finished, Sibley College will be one long three-story building 
with a great dome in the center of it.  Judging from the plans in the office of Vivian 
& Gibb, Sibley College is to be the finest looking building on the cam[pus].  It is 
understood that the donor of the new building is Hiram W. Sibley, of Rochester. 
 
“Sibley Addition,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 31 July 1900, page 3. 
 
 

Contrary to expectation, the addition to Sibley College will not be commenced 
this fall.  The addition as planned has been found to be more elaborate and costly 
than was at first thought, and it has been decided to postpone the work.  It will 
probably be started next spring. 
 
“Cornelliana,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 24 September 1900, page 3. 
 
 

The bids for the contract to build the new addition to Sibley College were 
received by the building committee of Cornell University Thursday afternoon, and 
the contract was awarded to Joseph Campbell of Ithaca who was the lowest of 
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seven bidders.  The structure which is the gift of Hiram W. Sibley of Rochester, the 
son [of]  the donor of the present Sibley buildings, will cost between $70,000 and 
$75,000. 

Bids were opened from the following contractors:  A. L. Mason, Syracuse; 
William Dickinson & Son, Syracuse; J. Allington & Son, Elmira; T. W. Finucane & 
Co., Rochester; R. W. Hildreth & Co., New York City; S. M. Oltz and Joseph 
Campbell, of Ithaca. 

No operations upon the construction of the new building will begin until the 
close of the University year in June.  In the meantime much of the material to be 
used will be collected and placed on the grounds.  It is the desire of the University 
authorities to have the building completed by the 1st of January 1902. 
 
“Sibley Addition,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 8 March 1901, page 3. 
 
 

Sibley Dome 
 

The new addition to Sibley college is rapidly nearing completion.  The contract 
calls for the building to be finished by June 1, and A. N. Gibb, the architect, says that 
he thinks it will probably be finished even before the time stated.  At present the 
exterior is about finished, and the men are working on the fire proof work in the 
interior.  Next week they expect to start on the steam heating connections for the 
building, after which work on the interior finishing will be begun.  It is not expected 
that Sibley students can sue the building this year, but it will be ready for full 
occupancy next fall. 
 
Cornell Alumni News, volume IV, number 17 (5 February 1902, page 124. 
 
 

The new tin cornice which is being built on Sibley greatly improves the 
appearance of the building, making it more nearly uniform with the annex erected 
last summer. 
 
“Campus,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 19 March 1903, page 7. 
 
 

The University building committee has inspected the addition to Sibley College 
and officially accepted it, upon condition that a few minor changes are made.  The 
lateness of the season prevents a formal opening of the new building. 
 
“Campus,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 30 March 1903, page 7. 
 
 
untitled 
[group of blueprints; the blueprints reproduce the imprints of the Vivian & Gibb 

office stamp as well as the office stamp of Arthur N. Gibb; only the First Floor 
Plan appears to have the office stamp of A. N. Gibb alone.] 

group includes: Basement [plan] 
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First Floor Plan 
Second Floor Plan 
Third Floor Plan 
Roof Plan 
Front [south] Elevation 
East Elevation 
North Elevation 
Section [through building] 
Framing Plan, First Floor 
Framing Plan, Second Floor 
Gallery Framing Plan 
Framing Plan, Dome & Roof 
Framing Section 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Buildings & Properties drawings, Collection No. 43/2/552. 
 
 
untitled 
[presentation drawing of exterior] 
 
published: “The Sibley College Dome,” Cornell Alumni News, volume III, number 

III, number 4 (13 March 1901), page 181. 
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A-55.  Vivian & Gibb, Sibley Dome addition, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York 
(1900-03), blueprint of Second Floor Plan (courtesy, Cornell University Archives, 
1900). 
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1900-01 Charles Edward and Mary Agnes (Bott) Treman 
personal residence—destroyed (1944)/fire 
623 University Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 

landscape: Warren H. Manning, Cambridge, Massachusetts (1900-02) 
contractor: Driscoll Brothers & Company (1901-02) 
 
 

* * *  The excavation for C. E. Treman’s residence is now completed. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 27 December 1900, page 6. 
 
 

Charles E. Treman has awarded a contract to Driscoll Bros. & Co., for the 
construction of a cottage on University avenue.  Work will be begun early in the 
spring. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 16 March 1901, page 6. 
 
 

In front of the property owned by R. H. Treman, Charles E. Treman and 
Mynderse Van Cleef in University avenue, where preparations are now being made 
for the building of houses for each of the three owners, a terrace wall is being built. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 12 April 1901, page 3. 
 
 

This morning a force of men under the direction of Driscoll Bros. & Co., 
contractors, has begun laying the stone foundation for Charles E. Treman’s residence 
in University avenue.  The foundation is being constructed of native rock.  * * * 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 24 June 1901, page 6. 
 
 

Driscoll Brothers & Co. stated yesterday that the damage which they sustained 
by the flood would not in least effect their plans.  The three big contracts, namely, 
Charles E. Treman’s house, the Medical building, and the Telephone exchange will be 
carried out as if nothing had happened.  * * *  Probably the finishing of the Treman 
house will not be resumed under a month. 
 
“Again At Work,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 20 December 1901, page 6. 
 
 

A  NOTABLE  HOUSE  WARMING. 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Treman gave a house warming reception at their new 
house in Stewart [sic] avenue yesterday afternoon.  A host of friends were 
entertained and viewed the beautiful new home.  Mrs. Treman assisted by her 
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mother, Mrs. Bopp, received the guests.  Mrs. Van Ness and Mrs. E. M. Treman 
poured. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 December 1902, page 7. 
 
 

* * *  He [Warren H. Manning] also designed the Treman’s beautiful grounds on 
University Avenue . . . 
 
“Cascadilla Creek Banks To Be Bowers Of Beauty,” The Ithaca Journal, 1 May 1913, 
page 6. 
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A-56.  Vivian & Gibb/Arthur N. Gibb with Warren H. Manning (landscape), Charles 
and Mary Treman residence, Ithaca, New York (1900-02; destroyed), exterior view 
from the northwest (Views of Ithaca, 1906). 
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1900-01 Cornell Heights Land Company (Edward G. and Clarence F.  
Wyckoff) 

speculative/rental house—extant (1981) 
201 (34) Thurston Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1901) 
cost:  $4,500-$6,000 
status:  Cornell Heights Historic District, 1989 
 
 

Plans are out for a new cottage to be erected on Cornell Heights by Edward G. 
Wyckoff.  Vivian & Gibb prepared the drawings and specifications. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 9 January 1901, page 6. 
 
 

* * *  E. G. Wyckoff has let contracts for three fine houses on the Heights, one to 
face Fall Creek drive, and the other two on Thurston avenue.  These will cost from 
$4,500 to $6,000. 
 
“On the Heights,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 20 March 1901, page 3. 
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A-57.  Vivian & Gibb, Cornell Heights Land Company (201 Thurston Avenue) 
house, Ithaca, New York (1900-01), exterior view from the northwest (Author, 
1981). 
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1900-01 unidentified client 
house—unknown 
unidentified address 
Ithaca, New York 

 
 

Vivian & Gibb, the architects, yesterday completed the plans for two new houses 
to be erected on Cornell Heights early in the spring. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 27 December 1900, page 6. 
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1900-01 unidentified client 
house—unknown 
unidentified address 
Ithaca, New York 

 
 

Vivian & Gibb, the architects, yesterday completed the plans for two new houses 
to be erected on Cornell Heights early in the spring. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 27 December 1900, page 6. 
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1901  Daniel Waite Burdick 
retail/office/apartment building (Burdick Block)—extant (2012) 
retail pharmacy (White & Burdick drug store)—destroyed (1932)/fire 
116 East State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Joseph Campbell (1901) 
status:  Ithaca Downtown Historic District, 2005 
 
 

D.  W.  BURDICK’S  BUILDING. 
 

A Structure That Will be a Fine Addition to State Street. 
 

The plans for Major D. W. Burdick’s new building which will be constructed to 
replace the block formerly occupied by the Alhambra Hotel, recently destroyed by 
fire, have been completed by Architect C. L. Vivian, submitted and accepted.  The 
work of tearing down the ruins will soon begin and when the handsome new 
building is finished it will add greatly to the appearance of the business portion of 
the city as well as affording one of the most modern equipped structures in the city. 

The building will appear from the front to be five stories high.  This will bring the 
roof somewhat higher than the adjacent building at the west.  Four of the stories will 
be finished and used, while the fifth will be a mere attic, covered by a steep declining 
roof.  The material to be used in the front will be gray brick which, when finished, 
will give the appearance of stone. 

The length and width of the new building will be the same as those of the old.  
The front of the first floor, which will be occupied by the White & Burdick drug 
company, will be built with a center entrance, similar to that of many of the other 
stores in State street.  The entrance to the stairways leading to the upper floor will be 
at the west side. 

The second floor of the building will be conveniently arranged for offices.  The 
third and fourth floors will be equipped with all the latest conveniences and 
improvements.  There will be four windows at the front of all the upper floors.  Eight 
smaller windows will occupy the front of the false fifth floor.  The front portion of 
this floor will be fitted up with four small rooms to be used as trunk rooms for the 
dwellers of the third and fourth floors. 

In the center of the building, extending from the ceiling of the first story to the 
roof will be a light and air shaft.  The building will be lighted by both electricity and 
gas, and gas will be used at [sic] fuel. 

It was announced this morning that the bids for the contracts must be submitted 
to architect Vivian on or before Saturday March 2nd.  At 11 o’clock Saturday 
morning the bids will be opened by the architect. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 27 February 1901, page 3. 
 
 

The contract for the new building which Major Burdick will soon build on the 
former Alhambra Hotel site, has been awarded to Contractor Joseph Campbell.  As 
soon as the weather permits operations on the reconstruction will follow 
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immediately so that the building may be finished and occupied during the latter 
part of the summer. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 6 March 1901, page 3. 
 
 

The doctors Martin and H. Burr Besemer and H. H. Crum have moved into their 
new offices on the second floor of the new Burdick block in East State street.  They 
have entirely vacated the former offices and are doing all their business from the new 
quarters.  They are conveniently situated and have one of the most complete and 
up-to-date medical establishments in this part of the State.  Dr. Martin Besemer 
occupies the three front rooms, at the rear of which is a room fitted up purposely for 
their X-ray machine.  The rear rooms are occupied by Dr. H. Burr Besemer and Dr. 
Crum. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 11 November 1901, page 6. 
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A-58.  C. L. Vivian, Burdick Block, Ithaca, New York (1901), exterior detail of     the 
building cornice (Author, 1981). 

 

A-59.  C. L. Vivian, White & Burdick drug store, Ithaca, New York (1901; 
destroyed), interior view from the entrance (courtesy, DeWitt Historical Society [now 
The History Center], #H10.25). 
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1901  Sarah A. Bush (Mrs. Charles A. Bush, owner) 
Grant McDonald (proprietor) 
reconstruction/addition to hotel building (Clinton House)—extant 

(2013); additions/renovation 
116-118 East Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: John E. Dempsey, Elmira (1901-02) 
Treman, King & Company (roofing/ornamental sheetmetal work) 
Jamieson & McKinney Company (plumbing/heating work) 

cost:  $32,000 
status:  National Register of Historic Places, 1972 

Clinton Block Historic District, 1972/1980 
Historic American Building Survey, No. NY-5723, 1982/1983 
Ithaca Downtown Historic District, 2005 

 
 

NEW  CLINTON  HOUSE. 
 

PLANS  FOR  REBUILDING  POPULAR  HOTEL  PERFECTED. 
 

Colonial Style of Former Structure to be Retained—Many Improvements 
Called for in the Specifications—Work to be Pushed Vigorously. 

 
When the remodeling of the Clinton House is completed the general appearance 

of the front of the building will be of the old Colonial style in which it was originally 
built, three stories high, with a flat roof.  The walls and pillars will remain as 
heretofore and the outside decoration will be in the Colonial colors, yellow and 
white. 

Contractor John Dempsey of Elmira will begin the work of reconstruction 
tomorrow morning and the main portion of the hotel is to be finished by the 15th of 
September.  The contract was signed at 5 o’clock yesterday afternoon.  The work 
under the contract for the heating and plumbing was begun by the firm of Jamieson 
& McKinney of this city today. 

The plans drawn by C. L. Vivian, of Ithaca, are most complete in detail and 
when carried out will shape the present mass of ruins into one of the prettiest and 
most convenient hostelries in the State.  The old main entrance will be used 
exclusively and the small door into the office on the left will be abandoned.  The 
entrance will open into a large lobby, the former hall, which opens directly into the 
office on the left with the former partition removed.  To add to the uniformity of the 
appearance from the outside and give more light, large plate glass windows will 
occupy the front of the office and the reading room.  The latter will occupy its 
former location on the north of the lobby. 

The front porch will be built of cut Ohio stone with posts and iron railing.  The 
steps and platform will be of Euclid stone. 

All the windows in the front of the building will be new one-sash lights with 
ornamental caps above. 

About the only change in the former shape of the building will be the addition of 
a new part, with dimensions of 39 by 48 feet, on the south west corner.  This will 
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connect with the office by an open hall.  The first floor of the new part will be 
occupied by a lavatory, check room and two large sample rooms.  On both the 
second and third floors of the annex will be seven rooms with a bath room on each 
floor.  The office, bar room, writing room and lavatory will be wainscoted with 
Tennessee marble, and will have a terraza [sic] floor.  This floor is a sort of concrete, 
the surface of which is composed of small pieces of broken marble and the whole is 
then rolled and polished.  A sample of terraza floor may be seen in the Hotel Ithaca 
lobby.  The back parlor, at rear of the reading room, with dimensions of 27 by 18 
feet, will be thrown open into the reading room, giving three large rooms for use. 

The entire building will be decorated throughout.  The hallways on the second 
floor will be widened.  The third floor will be entirely rebuilt, from the floor up.  The 
house will be lighted with electricity and gas.  Four fire escapes will be attached to 
different sides of the building.  Metal ceilings will be used extensively.  In the office 
and lobby will be timbered to carry out the colonial style. 

Grant McDonald, who will be the landlord of the hotel, will furnish the house 
throughout with new furniture, velvet carpets and handsome hangings.  The 
sleeping rooms will be fitted up with iron, brass-trimmed beds and everything will 
be in the most modern style. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 18 June 1901, page 6. 
 
 

The exterior of the reconstructed Clinton House is not yet completed.  Around 
the edge of the roof a balustrade is yet to be placed which will greatly change the 
present appearance and add to the beauty of the building.  The ornamentation is 
now being built by the tinners of Treman, King & Co.  It is made of galvanized iron 
and stand about five feet high.  About a tone of the material will be used in making 
the balustrade. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 26 November 1901, page 6. 
 
 

The building of the Clinton House was commenced in 1828 and finished in 1831 
and in 1832 the house was thrown open to the public with elaborate ceremonies.  
The cost of the building was $30,000, which was considered a large sum in those 
days.  Its first owners were Henry Ackley, Henry Hibbard and Jeremiah S. Beebe, 
three of the most prominent business men of that time.  The landlords were Spencer 
& Dunning who managed the house for seven years.  The house has passed through 
the hands of several persons until at the present it is owned by Mrs. Sarah A. Bush.  
Mrs. Bush has expended $32,000 in the remodeling of the interior, and the roof, 
repainting the exterior, and the refurbishing of the building. 
 
“Clinton House,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 10 January 1902, page 3. 
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A-60.  C. L. Vivian, Clinton House reconstruction and addition, Ithaca, New York 
(1901-02), exterior view from the southeast (Author, 1980). 
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1901  Herbert G. and Donna L. Willson 
personal residence—extant (2013); basement renovation (1976) 
314 East Buffalo Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Hine & Lamkin (1901) 
status:  East Hill Historic District, 1986/1988 
 
 

Architect C. L. Vivian is drawing plans for a residence to be built for H. G. 
Willson on the former Unitarian church site, East Buffalo street. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 24 May 1901, page 7. 
 
 

The contract for the handsome new residence to be constructed for Herbert G. 
Willson has been awarded.   Hine & Lamkin are the successful bidders and they 
started work yesterday.  The house will be on the old Unitarian church lot on East 
Buffalo street.  The excavation is partially completed.  The dirt excavated from the 
Clinton House grounds will be used to fill in. 
 
“Terse Tales,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 20 June 1901, page 5. 
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A-61.  C. L. Vivian, Herbert and Donna Willson residence, Ithaca, New York (1901), 
south facade (Author, 1980). 
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1901  Edwin and Laura (Graves) Gillette 
attributed dock shelter for summer cottage (“Rest-A-While”)—intact (1981) 

1167 Taughannock Boulevard 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1901) 
 
 

Edwin Gillette is building a dock house on the pier in front of his cottage on the 
west shore of the lake. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 10 July 1901, page 7. 
 
 
[Note:  For additional information regarding this work, see pages 427-429.] 
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A-62.  C. L. Vivian (attributed), “Rest-A-While” (Edwin and Laura Gillette) dock 
shelter, west shore of Cayuga Lake, New York (1901), exterior view from the 
southwest (Author, 1981). 
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1901  Ithaca City Hospital Association (Daniel W. Burdick and associates,  
donors) 

ward addition to hospital building—extant (1981); alteration; 
renovation 

206 Cascadilla Avenue (originally connected to 426-432 North 
Aurora Street, now destroyed) 

Ithaca, New York 
contractor: Fred P. Randolph (1901-02) 

Ithaca Plumbing Company (plumbing work) 
Jamieson & McKinney (heating work) 

cost:  $5,000 
 
 

HOSPITAL  BUILDING. 
 

CONTRACT  FOR  NEW  $5,000  ADDITION  AWARDED. 
 

Work to be Begun at Once—New Wing  Will  Greatly  Relieve Strain on Present 
Quarters—Will be of Brick, Two Stories, With all Modern Improvements. 

 
Fred P. Randolph was this morning awarded the contract for a modern $5,000 

addition to the City Hospital.  The improvement has been under consideration since 
the annual meeting held in February at which time a committee was appointed to 
arrange the plans.  Architect Clinton L. Vivian is the designer.  The new building will 
be of brick, dimensions 27x40 [feet] and will be two stories in height.  It will join the 
main wooden building on the rear or west side and will be so constructed that in 
case a new building is some day built to replace the wooden structure, the addition 
will serve as a wing. 

All the modern improvements will enter into the interior construction of the 
building.  In the addition there will be two wards on the first floor and two on the 
second.  The wards are planned to be converted into private rooms if so desired.  In 
the basement of the building will be the heating plant, laundry, and the janitor’s 
quarters. 

On the first floor besides the two wards there will be a large bathroom which will 
take the place of the present bathroom in the old wooden building.  There will also 
be a doctors’ room and a kitchen besides linen and clothes closets and an entrance on 
the north connecting the new addition with the operating room in the other brick 
building.  The second floor will be like the first and will also contain bathroom, 
closets, etc.  On the west side of both floors will be large verandas which will be 
available as sunrooms. 

This morning the contractor put men to work tearing down the veranda of the 
wooden building, and ground will be broken at once.  It is planned to have the 
building completed in a few months.  The addition has been needed for some time 
and will be put into use at once upon its completion.  Unless emergencies arise the 
wards will be used for only about 14 patients but they can easily hold more 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 13 September 1901, page 3. 
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Three patients at the City Hospital are in the new addition today.  This is the 

first time the new part has been used. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 9 April 1902, page 3. 
 
 

* * *  A brick annex provided with a new operating room was next built at the 
rear of the Burt House by gifts from Major D. W. Burdick and some associates. 
 
Henry Edward Abt, Ithaca (Ithaca, N. Y.:  Ross W. Kellogg), 1926, page 201. 
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A-63.  C. L. Vivian, Ithaca City Hospital addition, Ithaca, New York (1901-02; 
altered), exterior view from the southeast (Author, 1981). 
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1901  New York & Pennsylvania Telephone & Telegraph Company (H. F. 
Stevens, General Manager) 

telephone exchange building—extant (2012); renovation; entrance 
door replacement 

121 West State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Driscoll Brothers & Company (1901-02) 
status:  Ithaca Downtown Historic District, 2005 
 
 

NEW  TELEPHONE  BUILDING. 
 

Architect Vivian Chosen to Draw Plans For the Structure. 
 

After an official visit of General Manager H. F. Stevens, of the N. Y. & Pa. 
telephone company, to the city this morning, it was announced that C. L. Vivian has 
been chosen as architect to draw the plans for the new telephone exchange building, 
which will be constructed on West State street.  The building will be two stories high 
with fire proof construction, and walls of pressed brick. 

The contract will be let to local builders and home labor will be employed. 
It is understood that the contract for putting in conduit has been let and that the 

restoration of the brick pavement necessarily torn up, will be made by the Coryell 
Construction Company. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 21 August 1901, page 7. 
 
 

TELEPHONE  EXCHANGE. 
 

Work On The Structure To Begin Next Monday. 
 

It is expected that work on the new exchange building which will be built for the 
local system of the New York and Pennsylvania telephone company, in West State 
street, opposite Seaman’s livery stable will begin next week.  It has been the intention 
of Driscoll Brothers & Company, the contractors, to begin work as soon as the 
weather would permit.  Having had favorable weather for a few days the 
contractors intended to begin yesterday but the rain interfered with their plans.  Now 
they say the work will be started on Monday morning. 

The Driscolls say they will probably finish the construction within six weeks so 
that the electricians can began installing the electric apparatus.  Manager White said 
today that he expects of occupy the new headquarters with the new system in 
operation by about the 15th of June. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 1 March 1901, page 3. 
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A-64.  C. L. Vivian, New York & Pennsylvania Telephone & Telegraph telephone 
exchange building, Ithaca, New York (1901-02), exterior detail of the entrance 
portico (Author, 1981). 
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1901-02 Ithaca Telephone Company (Burt G. Hubbell, Cleveland, Ohio,  
president; Mynderse Van Cleef, vice-president; Henry L. 
Hinckley, treasurer; Charles H. Blood, secretary) 

office addition to commercial building—unbuilt project 
101-107 East State Street 
office renovation in commercial building (Post Office Building)—

destroyed (1911)/fire 
111 East State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Century Construction Company, Cleveland, Ohio (1902) 
 
 

ITHACA  TELEPHONE  CO. 
 

Certificate of Incorporation Filed—Office Selected. 
 

Architect Clinton L. Vivian is at work on plans for the enlargement of Treman, 
King & Co.’s block in State street, to provide a central telephone exchange office for 
the Ithaca Telephone Company.  A room 21 by 21 feet will be added to the rear of 
the building on the second floor, just back of the law office of F. E. Tibbetts. 

The certificate of incorporation of this company arrived here from Albany 
yesterday and was filed in the office of the County Clerk by Mynderse Van Cleef, 
Esq. 

The directors of the company are Edwin C. Stewart, Charles H. Blood, Jared T. 
Newman, Emmons L. Williams, Robert H. Treman, Henry L. Hinckley, Charles E. 
Treman, Wilder D. Bancroft, Ebenezer M. Treman and Mynderse Van Cleef of this 
city, and William T. Morris, of Penn Yan [sic], and Burt G. Hubbell, of Cleveland.  
This list of directors includes the entire personnel of the company. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 19 December 1901, page 7. 
 
 

HOME  TELEPHONE  CO. 
 

The Board of Directors of the Ithaca Home Telephone Company held a meeting 
this morning at 10 o’clock in the offices of Mynderse Van Cleef.  The meeting was 
called for the purpose of electing officers and the following will constitute the official 
staff of the company:  B. G. Hubbell, president; Mynderse Van Cleef, vice-president; 
Henry L. Hinckley, treasurer; and Charles H. Blood, secretary.  The board also 
appointed an executive committee to take charge of the active management of the 
company’s affairs.  The following will constitute the executive committee:  B. G. 
Hubbell, William T. Morris and Charles H. Blood.  Permanent quarters have been 
secured in the Post-office building.  The entire second floor front will be used as the 
Central office of the company.  It is expected that the company will begin operations 
as quickly as the weather will permit in the construction of the lines. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 16 January 1902, page 7. 
 



1031 
 

 
With reference to the Consolidated Telephone Co., of which the Ithaca Telephone 

Co. is but a branch, the reporter was informed that Mr. William T. Morris, the owner 
of the Ithaca Water and Gas Works, on behalf of the Hornellsville people made a trip 
to Cleveland and made personal investigation with reference to the company.  He 
learned that the directors consisted of the following persons:  Luther Allen, Pres. of 
Bankers’ National Bank; R. M. Parmely, President of Exchange National Bank; W. H. 
Price, President of City Trust Co.; C. H. Stewart, Secretary Treasurer, Euclid Avenue 
Trust & Savings Co.; J. H. Fuller, President of Stowe-Fuller Co.; H. G. Tillotson, 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Cleveland Trust Co.; and John Sherwin, Cashier of the 
Park National Bank. In short, the investigation made satisfied Mr. Morris that the 
Consolidated Company, the authorized capital stock of which is ten million dollars 
and of which the Century Construction Co., now constructing the plant in Ithaca for 
the Ithaca Telephone Co., is but a branch, comprised among its directors come of the 
most able and foremost financiers in Cleveland.  The reporter was further informed 
that the directors in their investigations became satisfied that a very satisfactory and 
complete long distance service connecting with the lines of the new company would 
be furnished. 
 
“More Telephone Talk,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 21 February 1902, page 7. 
 
 

The Ithaca Home Telephone Company is pushing its construction work as 
rapidly as possible.  * * *  The company is now installed in the new offices in the post 
office building. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 25 March 1902, page 6. 
 
 

The Ithaca Telephone Company is having the false flooring laid today in the 
switch-board room, preparatory to the putting in of the wire which connect with the 
board.  * * * 
 
“Terse Tales,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 18 April 1902, page 6. 
 
 

The Ithaca Telephone Company is celebrating the opening of its exchange in the 
post office building this afternoon and evening.  The company has made 
tremendous strides in this city since it secured a franchise and started its work. 

The exchange is fitted throughout with the latest telephone appliances and 
everything is in working order.  One hundred and fifty local ’phones have been out in 
so far and each day increases the number. 

The long distance connections are not yet completely finished.  The right of way 
has been secured and work will commence next week on the line from Watkins to 
this city.  The line from this city to Cortland, Binghamton, Waverly and Elmira has 
not yet been started from this city as all the rights of way have not yet been secured.  
When these lines are completed the company will have two out-lets to the West.  All 
connections are with the Consolidated Telephone Company of Cleveland, Ohio. 
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Invitations were sent out by the local directors of the Ithaca Telephone Company 

inviting the directors and large shareholders of the Consolidated Telephone 
Company and of several of the telephone companies of nearby cities.  * * * 
 
“New Telephone Co.,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 7 June 1902, page 6. 
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1901-02 Michael Egan 
addition/renovation of hotel building (Union Hotel)—unbuilt project 
renovation for refrigeration system in hotel building (Union Hotel)—

destroyed 
109-111 North Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

budget: $7,000 
 
 

TO  ENLARGE  HOTEL. 
 

M. Egan Will Spend $7,000 in Improving His Property. 
 

Michael Egan is contemplating converting the Union Hotel, in North Cayuga 
street into a modern and capacious hostelry.  Mr. Egan was heard to say that he 
intended to spend $7,000 in the improvements. 

The plans for the enlargement have been drawn by C. L. Vivian.  At the rear of 
the present building Mr. Egan owns 25 feet of land and it is possible that the rear 
addition will be extended another floor higher.  The present building is three stories 
high but it is possible that the rear addition will be extended another floor higher. 

The dining room, now occupying the north side of the first floor will be extended 
east into the annex.  On the floors above there will be additional guest rooms make it 
possible for the house to accommodate a much larger number of persons than at 
present.  Just how soon these new improvements will be made Mr. Egan is unable to 
state. 

Already, however, some changes are being made in the building.  The house has 
never been equipped with suitable coolers.  Carpenters are now at work in the 
basement building large stationary refrigerators. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 29 January 1902, page 3. 
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1900-02 John K. and Mary E. Blackman 
additions/alterations to personal residence—extant (2013) 
406 North Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

builder: John King (1902) 
status:  DeWitt Park Historic District, 1971/1976/1979 
 
 

Work was begun on an addition to the house of John K. Blackman, 406 North 
Cayuga street. 
 
“Terse Tales,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 9 April 1902, page 7. 
 
 

A drive around the city will show that much work is being done.  * * *  The new 
telephone building . . . the enlargement of the Blackman residence on North Cayuga 
street, . . . and many more of like kind in various parts of the city, justify the 
statement referred to. 
 
“Building in Ithaca,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 6 June 1902, page 3. 
 
 

The house of John K. Blackman, 406 North Cayuga street, being reconstructed by 
Builder John King, under direction of Architect Vivian, is nearing completion.  The 
lonely historic “Cantine” Queen Anne structure is succeeded by a twentieth century 
house which is an ornament to one of the principal resident avenues of the city. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 30 July 1902, page 3. 
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A-65.  C. L. Vivian, John and Mary Blackman residence alteration, Ithaca, New York 
(1900-02), exterior detail of the main entrance (Author, 1981). 
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1902  R. C. Osborn & Company (tenant; Robert C. Osborn) 
alteration for retail confectionary store in commercial building (Poole 

Block)—destroyed (1905)/fire 
119-121 East State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1902) 
 
 

MOVES  SALOON. 
 

Thomas C. Herson Vacates Building Next to Osborn’s—Will Soon Be 
Remodeled Into Store. 

 
Thomas C. Herson yesterday afternoon moved the last of his saloon effects from 

the stone in East State street which will now be occupied as a part of the Osborn 
confectionary establishment. 

Architect Vivian will this afternoon complete the plans for remodeling the store 
and will submit them to the owner of the property tonight.  If possible the work of 
remodeling the two stores into one will be begun tomorrow morning. 

It is now proposed to remove the partition between the two stores.  It has been 
learned that the ceiling and joists are supported by iron columns so that nearly the 
entire partition may be removed. 

It is also probable that the front of the two stores will be remodeled so that the 
entrance will be in the middle. 

Mr. Herson has not yet decided what he will do with his business. 
 
Ithaca Daily News, 9 April 1902, page 7. 
 
 

The improvements now being made at R. C. Osborn & Co.’s double store will 
include a central entrance, with a large display window at either side.  The plans 
were drawn by C. L. Vivian. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 18 April 1902, page 3. 
 
 

R. C. Osborn & Co. placed a soda fountain in their recently remodld [sic] store 
this morning. 
 
“Terse Tales,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 7 May 1902, page 3. 
 
 

New steel floors have been placed in the approach to R. C. Osborn & Co.’s store. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 12 June 1902, page 6. 
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1902  Henry Herman Westinghouse (Virgil D. Morse, agent) 
rental duplex—extant (2013) 
202 East Court (Mill) Street/403 North Tioga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1902-03) 
Stephen & Masters (plumbing work) 

status:  DeWitt Park Historic District, 1971 
 
 

Virgil D. Morse has now complete plans for the building of a residence at the 
northeast corner of Mill and Tioga streets.  The building which now stands on the lot 
will be torn down and the new one erected in its place.  The plans, which are 
somewhat extensive, are now at the office of Architect Vivian. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 18 April 1902, page 3. 
 
 

The Westinghouse building at the corner of Mill and Tioga streets which is now 
in process of erection is fast approaching completion and the apartments will 
probably be occupied by the early part of the winter. 
 
“Terse Tales,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 7 November 1902, page 7. 
 
 

NEW  HOUSE  DAMAGED. 
 

Escaping Gas and a Match Result in a Somewhat Costly Explosion. 
 

An explosion occurred this morning in the new double house at the corner of 
Tioga and Mill streets.  The house is owned by Herman H. [sic] Westinghouse, and is 
not entirely completed.  A leak occurred in the gas pipes in the west half of the 
house occupied by B. P. Cooper. 

A young man employed by Stephen & Masters was in the attic hunting for it.  In 
trying to locate the leak he struck a match.  Almost instantly the explosion took 
place.  The plaster was knocked off the ceilings and sidewalls of the two floors 
beneath and a slight fire, which was quickly extinguished, caught in the attic.  The 
damage is estimated at $200. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 25 May 1903, page 5. 
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A-66.  C. L. Vivian, H. Herman Westinghouse rental duplex, Ithaca, New York 
(1902-03), exterior view from the southeast (Author, 1980). 
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1902  Estate of Loren Day (Neil Mooney, ) 
alterations/fourth-story addition to retail/office building (Deacon 

Day Building)—destroyed (1968)/fire 
109-111 North Aurora Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Driscoll Brothers & Company (1902) demolition 
John E. Dempsey, Elmira (1902-03) 

 
 

WILL  REMODEL  BUILDING. 
 

Day Block in Aurora Street Will be Fitted up With Modern Front in Near 
Future. 

 
Although no announcement has been made it is known that plans are now being 

drawn for a new front to the former Day building in North Aurora street. 
The building is now occupied by John McCormick’s wholesale liquor business 

and Holman Bros.’ feed store. 
The plans call for a strictly modern oak and plate glass front.  It is the intention 

of the owner, Neil Mooney, to have when the alterations are finished, one of the most 
attractive store fronts in the city. 
 
Ithaca Daily News, 25 March 1902, page 6. 
 
 

LOREN  DAY  BUILDING. 
 

Contract Let for Remodeling Aurora Street Business Block. 
 

Within the next few months, the Day block in Aurora street, which is one of the 
oldest buildings in the city, will be transformed.  The building is owned by the estate 
of the late Loren Day, and is under the management of Neil Mooney. 

Yesterday Mr. Mooney awarded to Driscoll Brothers & Company the contract to 
rebuild the old structure.  The contractors will immediately begin getting the 
material and fixtures ready so that the work can progress rapidly as soon as one of 
the stores is vacated. 

At present John H. McCormick is conducting a liquor store in part of the 
building.  On the first of August Mr. McCormick will move out and then the work 
will begin.  According to the contract the work will be finished in six weeks. 

It is Mr. Mooney’s intention to open a wholesale liquor store in the building at the 
third week in September.  The Haberle Brewing company occupies the north half of 
the building and will continue there after the improvements are finished. 

The plans for the remodeling of the building were drawn by Architect C. L. 
Vivian.  The general appearance of the entire front will be improved.  The stone will 
be chipped down and new windows will be put in.  Both stores on the first floor will 
have new fronts with plate glass windows.  New floors will also be laid inside and 
steel ceilings will be placed overhead.  At present Mr. Mooney does not intend to 
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remodel the interior of the upper floors.  In time, however, he expects to open flats 
there. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 27 June 1902, page 6. 
 
 

Contractor John Dempsey of Elmira has the contract for remodeling of the 
Deacon Day building on North Aurora street. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 4 November 1902, page 6. 
 
 

The tearing down of the heavy stone front to the Deacon Day building was 
completed today, and a sub-front installed to protect the work of the inner 
furnishings which are to be first completed.  Construction of the brick and sandstone 
front is expected to be finished some time in April. 
 
“Terse Tales,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 December 1902, page 7. 
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A-67.  C. L. Vivian, Deacon Day Building, Ithaca, New York (1902-03; destroyed), 
west (street) facade (courtesy, DeWitt Historical Society [now The History Center], 
#N3.904, ca. 1905). 
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1902  Clinton Loop and Mary Elizabeth (Whipple) Vivian 
addition to summer cottage—destroyed (1931)/fire 
1135? (near “Sycamores”) Taughannock Boulevard 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: John King (1902) 
 
 

On Monday next, Contractor John King with a force of 16 men will leave for the 
west shore of the lake where, in two weeks, they expect to build two new cottages 
and make large additions upon two others.  * * *  The cottages to be enlarged are Mr. 
Delano’s and the one owned by C. L. Vivian. 
 
“New Lakeshore Cottages,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 28 June 1902, page 6. 
 
 

Clinton L. Vivian with his family has moved to their cottage on the west shore to 
spend the summer.  They have as their guests Mr. and Mrs. George Rowland, of 
Gloversville, N. Y. 
 
“Personal Mention,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 14 July 1902, page 3. 
 
 

Mr. Vivian, of Trenton Falls, who has been visiting his son, Clinton L. Vivian, at 
his cottage returned to his home today. 
 
“Personal Mention,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 12 August 1902, page 3. 
 
 

C. L. Vivian and family, . . . have come up from the lake. 
 
“Personal,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 17 September 1902, page 7. 
 
 

Clinton L. Vivian has rented his cottage near Sycamores to Mr. and Mrs. William 
H. Storms, for the summer. 
 
“Short Stores Purely Personal,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 9 June 1908, page 6. 
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A-68.  C. L. Vivian, Clinton and Elizabeth Vivian summer cottage addition, west 
shore of Cayuga Lake, New York (1902; destroyed), exterior view from the north 
(courtesy, DeWitt Historical Society [now The History Center], #83.63.47, ca. 1925). 
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1902  Phillip Harris 
alteration for retail store in commercial building—destroyed 
122 East State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1902) 
 
 

CONTEMPLATED  IMPROVEMENTS. 
 

Phillip Harris is contemplating extensive improvements to his store at 122 East 
State street.  Architect Vivian finished a sketch of the preliminary plans for the 
changes last Saturday.  The plans call for the putting in immediately of a new front 
to the store., new ceilings both upstairs and down, and a new oak stairway at the 
side of the store.  Other changes are contemplated.  The back of the building will 
probably be built out, and the roof raised, making much more tenement and store 
room in the building.  The changes will undoubtedly greatly improve the appearance 
of the building as well. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 30 June 1902, page 7. 
 
 

Workmen this morning started tearing out the old front of Phillip Harris’ store in 
East State street.  A handsome new front will replace the old one. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 9 September 1902, page 6. 
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1903  Jared Treman and Jane Edwards (Williams) Newman 
summer residence (“Clovermere”)—extant (2013); relocation/ 

alteration (1916-21) 
409 Highland Road [house was relocated to 421 Highland Road] 
Cayuga Heights, New York 

landscape: Harold A. Caparn, New York City (1902-03) 
contractor: ? (1903) 
 
 

The construction of the first residence on the new Cornell Heights or the Cornell 
Heights extension, Attorney Jared T. Newman, has been commenced and the 
foundation is practically completed. 

This building, which is to be erected just north of the new Country Club grounds 
on the Newman & Blood tract, bordering on Highland avenue, is to be built 
particularly for a summer residence, although all modern improvements will be 
added so that it may be adapted to occupancy for the entire year.  The plans were 
drawn by Architect Vivian. 
 
“Heights Extension,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 23 April 1903, page 3. 
 
 

H. A. Caparn of New York City, the landscape architect under whose advice 
most of the roads recently laid out on the Heights were planned, is in the icty laying 
out the grounds about the residence of J. T. Newman and on the plot of Charles H. 
Blood, on Cayuga Heights. 
 
“Terse Tales,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 13 November 1903, page 7. 
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A-69.  C. L. Vivian with Harold A. Caparn (landscape), “Clovermere” (Jared and 
Jane Newman) summer cottage, Cayuga Heights, New York (1903; altered), exterior 
view from the southeast (courtesy, Margaret Johnson Thomas, 1905). 
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1904  Isaac and Florence B. Holton 
personal residence—extant (2013) 
19 Congress Street 
Trumansburg, New York 

contractor: ? (1904-05) 
 
 

Isaac Holton will begin work on his new residence on Congress street as soon as 
weather permits. 
 
“Trumansburg Truths,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 13 April 1904, page 7. 
 
 

Architect Clinton L. Vivian was called to Trumansburg today on a professional 
errand. 
 
“Short Stories, Purely Personal,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 29 March 1905, page 3. 
 
 
Residence for Isaac Holton, Esq., Trumansburg, N.Y. 
[set of blue-line prints] 
set includes: Basement [plan] 

First Floor [plan] 
Second Floor [plan] 
Roof Plan 
East [front] Elevation 
South Elevation 
West Elevation 
North Elevation 
[stair section and elevations] 
[miscellaneous interior elevations] 

 
Collection of Arthur and Margaret Golder, 19 Congress Street, Trumansburg, New 
York. 
 
 
Residence of Isaac Holton, Esq., Trumansburg, N.Y. 
[group of blue-line prints; this group of 7 sheets of drawings of full-size details for 

various parts of the house, such as the porch columns and balustrade, the stair 
landing seat, staircase balustrade, etc.; size of individual sheets varies between 
approximately 3-foot by 7-foot to 3-foot by 20-foot.] 

 
Collection of Arthur and Margaret Golder, 19 Congress Street, Trumansburg, New 
York. 
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A-70.  C. L. Vivian, Isaac and Florence Holton residence, Trumansburg, New York 
(1904-05), drawing of North Elevation (courtesy, Arthur and Margaret Golder, 
1904). 
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1904  Lakeside Yacht Club (Edwin Gillette, president; Sherman Collins, 
commodore; building committee:  Elmer A. Denton, James B. 
Taylor, jr., A. S. Robinson, Bert R. Mitchell) 

clubhouse building—unbuilt project 
Stewart (Renwick) Park 
Ithaca, New York 

budget: $2,500 
 
 

At the annual meeting of the Lakeside Yacht Club, held last night in the rooms of 
the Business Men’s Association, it was voted that the Club erect a building to be 
used as a clubhouse and that a building committee be appointed by the acting 
president to devise means of financing the proposition and to have plans prepared.  
This committee, when it has completed its work, will report to the Club for 
approval.  The committee appointed is E. A. Denton, James B. Taylor, jr., A. S. 
Robinson, Bert R. Mitchell, Commodore Sherman Collins and President Edwin 
Gillette. 

This action of the Club is the culmination of a number of conferences of 
influential members who are greatly interested in the success of the Club is strong 
enough to support a clubhouse.  The meeting was very enthusiastic and when the 
clubhouse question was brought up it was thoroughly discussed.  All were heartily 
in favor of it, the vote for an expression on the subject being unanimous. 

 
SOME  PROPOSED  PLANS. 

 
Architect Clinton L. Vivian has prepared plans for a yacht clubhouse which is 

very similar to the one proposed to be built by the Lakeside Club.  The first floor 
which it is proposed to use for the housing of boats will also contain lockers and 
storage room.  The second floor will contain a dancing hall and the club rooms. 

The exterior of the building while plain, it is proposed to make attractive.  The 
plans call for upper and lower verandas on all four sides on the building.  It is also 
proposed to build a wharf which will extend into the lake 100 feet and then south 
100 feet which would make an excellent basin for boats of all descriptions. 

 
HOW  SCHEME  IS  TO  BE  FINANCED. 

 
A plan for financing the proposition was also outlined and appeared to the 

members to be perfectly feasible.  As proposed the plan is to assess each member of 
the club $5, there being 125 members this would amount to $625. 

Each member would receive a non-interest bearing $5 bond payable in 20 years.  
It is then proposed to issue bonds in sums of $5 to $100, bearing 4 per cent interest, 
payable in ten, fifteen and twenty years.  The members believe that the clubhouse 
would be self sustaining.  A small charge for the storing of boats and use of lockers 
would bring in a good revenue which, with the usual dues, it is believed, would 
more than pay the expenses of the house and the interest on the bonds issued.  The 
cost of the proposed clubhouse is not to exceed $2,500. 

The building committee appointed last night has power to devise any method 
that it may see fit for financing the proposition.  The whole matter has been placed 
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in their hands and the above description of plans may greatly differ from the ones 
they will report to the Club for its approval.  A meeting of this committee will be 
held early next week at which time it will organize and start its work. 
 
“Yacht Club Votes For Clubhouse,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 12 March 1904, page 3. 
 
 

The plans for the new clubhouse of the Lakeside Yacht Club have been 
completed and are in the hands of the committee in charge of the financing of the 
proposition. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 30 March 1904, page 7. 
 
 

YACHT  CLUB  HOUSE  PLANS. 
 

The preliminary plans of the nre clubhouse of the Lakeside Yacht Club were 
completed yesterday by Architect Vivian and are now in the hands of the committee 
having charge of the building proposition.  The plans give a very good idea of what 
the building will be and the members who have viewed them are highly pleased with 
them.  The west elevation is plain with a large verandah extending around the 
building on the second floor.  The exterior is plain with a large verandah extending 
around the building on the second floor.  The first floor consists of new boat stalls, 
lockers and storage room.  On the second floor is a large dancing hall, a lounging 
room, and toilet rooms with large halls connecting the rooms.  The committee is 
meeting with marked success in its work among the members of the club. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 31 March 1904, page 5. 
 



1051 
 

1904  Ephraim J. Bentley 
rental duplex—extant (2013) 
102 Cascadilla Street/104 Lake Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Fred C. Evans (1904-05) 
 
 

PLANS  FOR  FINE  DOUBLE  HOUSE. 
 

Architect C. L. Vivian has drawn for E. J. Bentley plans for a two-story double 
house which Mr. Bentley may build on his lot at the corner of Cascadilla street and 
Lake avenue, one house to face on Cascadilla street and one on the avenue.  The 
plans are soon to be submitted to builders for bids and if the latter are satisfactory 
work will proceed this fall.  The plans as drawn call for houses of eight rooms each 
with complete modern equipment and first class construction.  The location is one of 
the best and a building such as is contemplated will be a fine improvement. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 5 August 1904, page 5. 
 
 

The work of excavating for the foundations of a large double house to be built by 
E. J. Bentley at the corner of Lake avenue and Cascadilla street, was begun today. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 22 October 1904, page 3. 
 
 

Builder Fred C. Evans is of the opinion that if the concrete foundation, which he 
has just erected at the corner of Cascadilla street and Willow [sic] avenue, for E. J. 
Bentley’s double-house, successfully resists the climatic changes of the next six 
months that material will supersede masonry cellar walls, in the “flat” for all future 
time. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 14 November 1904, page 3. 
 
 

E. J. Bentley is completing a new two-family house at the corner of Cascadilla 
street and Lake avenue . . . 
 
“But Few Houses Will Be Built,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 7 March 1905, page 6. 
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A-71.  C. L. Vivian, Ephraim J. Bentley rental duplex, Ithaca, New York (1904-05), 
exterior view from the northeast (Author, 1981). 
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1903-04 Charles Edward and Mary Agnes (Bott) Treman 
personal carriage house—extant (2013); renovation for apartments 
306-308 University Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Campbell Brothers (1904-05) 
status:  University Hill Historic District, 2004 
 
 

Mynderse Van Cleef and R. H. and C. E. Treman have purchased of F. C. Cornell 
a piece of property in University avenue a short distance from the site of their 
homes.  On this land they expect to build handsome stables. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 23 May 1903, page 6. 
 
 

TO  BUILD  LARGE  BARNS. 
 

Work Progressing on Structures for Messrs. Treman and Van Cleef. 
 

The work on the cement foundations for the combined barns to be erected for the 
Messrs. Treman and Van Cleef in University avenue which has been in progress 
during the past year has finally been completed and it is expected that the 
construction of C. E. Treman’s property will begin next week. 

The foundation which has been built in some places directly into the rock is an 
excellent piece of masonry.  It is 180 feet long and 50 feet wide.  C. L. Vivian has 
drawn plans for three barns, separate in themselves but constructed on the same 
foundation.  C. E. Treman has already let the contract for his building to Campbell 
Brothers and it is expected that the work will be completed by the first of February.  
The exterior of the barn will be entirely shingled and in the basement will be room for 
three single and two box stalls.  The first floor will afford room for the storage of 
carriages and harnesses and on the second floor the coachman will have his quarters.  
There will also be room for the storage of hay and grain.  The dimensions of this barn 
will be 48x36. 

* * * 
* * *  The site of the barns is directly across from the entrance to what is known as 

“Ghost Hill” and will occupy a great amount of the space on that side of the street 
which has hitherto been vacant. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 19 October 1904, page 6. 
 
 

Two large pieces of work have been finished this week in University avenue by 
Campbell Bros. and William L. Jenks.  They are the two barns of C. E. Treman and 
R. H. Treman and Mynders [sic] Van Cleef.  The foundation is composed of cement 
which was built up from a bed of solid rock.  The upper parts of the barns will be 
used by the families of the grooms and by the keepers of the owners’ premises. 
 
“But Few Houses Will Be Built,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 7 March 1905, page 6. 
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The stable structures of Messrs. Van Cleef and C. E. Treman on University 
avenue, are ornaments to that popular thoroughfare.  From the avenue, the 
apartment portions for coachman and gardener, are attractive.  The stabling 
quarters upon the lower grade, are far from unsightly.  Campbell Brothers & Co., 
built the double building for Mr. Van Cleef [sic] and W. L. Jenks [for] Mr. Treman’s 
[sic].  * * * 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 April 1905, page 3. 
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A-72.  C. L. Vivian, Charles and Mary Treman carriage house, Ithaca, New York 
(1903-05), exterior view from the northeast (Author, 1981). 
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1903-04 Mynderse and Elizabeth Lovejoy (Treman) Van Cleef 
personal carriage house—extant (2013); renovation for apartments 
310-314 University Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: William L. Jenks (1904-05) 
status:  University Hill Historic District, 2004 
 
 

Mynderse Van Cleef and R. H. and C. E. Treman have purchased of F. C. Cornell 
a piece of property in University avenue a short distance from the site of their 
homes.  On this land they expect to build handsome stables. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 23 May 1903, page 6. 
 
 

TO  BUILD  LARGE  BARNS. 
 

Work Progressing on Structures for Messrs. Treman and Van Cleef. 
 

The work on the cement foundations for the combined barns to be erected for the 
Messrs. Treman and Van Cleef in University avenue which has been in progress 
during the past year has finally been completed . . . 

The foundation which has been built in some places directly into the rock is an 
excellent piece of masonry.  It is 180 feet long and 50 feet wide.  C. L. Vivian has 
drawn plans for three barns, separate in themselves but constructed on the same 
foundation.  * * * 

The bids for the Van Cleef barn are still lout but it is expected that the work will 
commence within the next two weeks.  The entire basement of this barn will be a 
storage room and on the first floor a storage room for straw, hay and grain and will 
also have a repair room.  At one end of the third floor will be the coachman’s 
quarters and the remaining room will be given over to the gardener. 

* * *  The site of the barns is directly across from the entrance to what is known as 
“Ghost Hill” and will occupy a great amount of the space on that side of the street 
which has hitherto been vacant. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 19 October 1904, page 6. 
 
 

Two large pieces of work have been finished this week in University avenue by 
Campbell Bros. and William L. Jenks.  They are the two barns of C. E. Treman and 
R. H. Treman and Mynders [sic] Van Cleef.  The foundation is composed of cement 
which was built up from a bed of solid rock.  The upper parts of the barns will be 
used by the families of the grooms and by the keepers of the owners’ premises. 
 
“But Few Houses Will Be Built,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 7 March 1905, page 6. 
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Builder W. L. Jenks will today finish the handsome stable which he has 
constructed for Mr. Van Cleef.  * * * 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 March 1905, page 3. 
 
 

The stable structures of Messrs. Van Cleef and C. E. Treman on University 
avenue, are ornaments to that popular thoroughfare.  From the avenue, the 
apartment portions for coachman and gardener, are attractive.  The stabling 
quarters upon the lower grade, are far from unsightly.  Campbell Brothers & Co., 
built the double building for Mr. Van Cleef [sic] and W. L. Jenks [for] Mr. Treman’s 
[sic].  * * * 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 April 1905, page 3. 
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A-73. C. L. Vivian, Mynderse and Elizabeth Van Cleef carriage house, Ithaca, New 
York (1903-05), exterior view from the southeast (Author, 1981). 
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1903-05 Robert Henry and Laura (Hosie) Treman 
personal carriage house—unbuilt project 
302? University Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 

 
 

Mynderse Van Cleef and R. H. and C. E. Treman have purchased of F. C. Cornell 
a piece of property in University avenue a short distance from the site of their 
homes.  On this land they expect to build handsome stables. 
 
“City Chat,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 23 May 1903, page 6. 
 
 

TO  BUILD  LARGE  BARNS. 
 

Work Progressing on Structures for Messrs. Treman and Van Cleef. 
 

The work on the cement foundations for the combined barns to be erected for the 
Messrs. Treman and Van Cleef in University avenue which has been in progress 
during the past year has finally been completed and it is expected that the 
construction of C. E. Treman’s property will begin next week. 

The foundation which has been built in some places directly into the rock is an 
excellent piece of masonry.  It is 180 feet long and 50 feet wide.  C. L. Vivian has 
drawn plans for three barns, separate in themselves but constructed on the same 
foundation.  C. E. Treman has already let the contract for his building to Campbell 
Brothers and it is expected that the work will be completed by the first of February.  
The exterior of the barn will be entirely shingled and in the basement will be room for 
three single and two box stalls.  The first floor will afford room for the storage of 
carriages and harnesses and on the second floor the coachman will have his quarters.  
There will also be room for the storage of hay and grain.  The dimensions of this barn 
will be 48x36. 

* * * 
* * *  The site of the barns is directly across from the entrance to what is known as 

“Ghost Hill” and will occupy a great amount of the space on that side of the street 
which has hitherto been vacant. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 19 October 1904, page 6. 
 
 

* * *  R. H. Treman proposes during this summer or fall erection of a third 
building of this order in line with the two present ones [the carriage houses of 
Messrs. Van Cleef and C. E. Treman]. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 April 1905, page 3. 
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1905  Priest & Benjamin (George E. Priest, Charles M. Benjamin) 
renovation/basement addition for newspaper publishing plant in 

commercial building (Titus Block/later Journal Block)—
destroyed 

123-125 West State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

builder: John Mason (1905) excavation work 
Driscoll Brothers & Company (1905) concrete work 
Mason Lucas (1905) brick masonry work 
William L. Jenks (1905) carpentry work 

 
 

TITUS  BLOCK  SOLD. 
 

The Hon. Charles M. Titus this afternoon concluded negotiations for the sale of 
the Titus Block to Priest & Benjamin. 

THE JOURNAL plant will be removed to its new quarters about May first. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 6 February 1905, page 3. 
 
 

A  HEAVY  CEMENT  FLOOR. 
 

Outline of Principal Changes for the Journal’s New Home. 
 

Many men, after a winter’s rest, are forwarding with zest the variations 
necessary to adapt the new JOURNAL building to the requirements of a printing 
plant. 

John Mason with a gang of men has excavated the cellar bottoms, six inches 
below the top of the foundation stones, under both stores.  Continuation of the east 
cellar is being made, 20x40, under the rear extension of the east store.  When this 
extension was built no cellar was dug, there being sufficient of such area for all 
ordinary demands. 

The many loads of earth removed have been utilized in filling the cellar dug by T. 
J. Stephens in the lot now owned by Max Gutstadt a block below the work on State 
street.  Mason Lucas is laying the wall in this extension. 

Driscoll Bros. & Co., are putting in a cement floor in the entire area six inches 
deep and so rich in Ithaca cement that they state it would support as a foundation 
the entire four story building. 

In making the large pit three feet six inches deep below floor level, necessary 
under the new press, water is encountered at a depth of two feet; but the 
overcoming of this obstacle and provisions of a water-tight compartment, in part 
below natural water level, will not prove difficult to contractors possessing the 
experience and resources of these.  Architect Vivian has planned the alterations 
projected for the floors on the street level, and is today completing the specifications. 

New radical changes will be made in the west store which is to be occupied by 
THE JOURNAL’s job printing department. 
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The east store is to embrace the offices, staff quarters and composing room.  The 
front will be changed somewhat and the general business and private offices will 
extend some thirty feet back upon the present floor level.  From thence back, the 
floor will be elevated three feet; to permit admission of light to the press room 
below, which is to contain besides the newspaper press the heavier job presses. 

The rear of the business offices and upon the raised floor will be the city 
reporters’ room, a cloak room, a room for the Associated Press telegraph operator 
and one for the editor.  Windows are to be cut through the east wall, to afford light 
and ventilation to all these rooms. 

There are many minor changes unavoidably incident to those above generalized. 
The accomplishment of them all at the first day possible is the end toward which 

skilled and willing effort is being exerted. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 4 March 1905, page 6. 
 
 

* * *  Tomorrow his [W. L. Jenks’] men will be transferred to the new JOURNAL 
Building for a month’s carpenter work there. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 March 1905, page 3. 
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A-74.  C. L. Vivian, renovation for the Ithaca Daily Journal offices, Ithaca, New York 
(1905; destroyed), interior view (courtesy, DeWitt Historical Society [now The 
History Center], #H15.101, 1907). 
 



1063 
 

1904-05 Frank Lincoln and Cora (Perry) Morse 
personal residence—extant (2013); additions 
514 Edgewood Place 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: William L. Jenks (1905) 
status:  East Hill Historic District, 1986/1988 
 
 

A  NEW  HOUSE  PROJECTED. 
 

One More Attractive Dwelling for East Hill. 
 

As a fore-runner of the coming here of the Morse Chain Works, Frank Morse has 
caused to be made by Architect Vivian a set of plans for a residence which plans are 
now in the hands of Ithaca builders who are to submit proposals. 

The house is to join that of his brother Virgil in Edgewood Place.  While not 
pretentious, a builder remarked today that it would contain all modern conveniences 
and be more than comfortable. 

Its location insures easy approach to the shops which are to be built on South 
Hill, because of the much censured bridge for which the city is bonded. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 16 February 1905, page 6. 
 
 

Frank L. Morse yesterday signed the contract for the erection of his house with 
W. L. Jenks, to whom it was awarded some days ago. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 30 March 1905, page 3. 
 
 

Mr. and Mrs. V. D. Morse to Frank L. Morse, property in Osmun Place for 
nominal consideration. 
 
“Real Estate Transfers,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 4 August 1905, page 5. 
 
 
Specifications, Residence for Frank Morse, Esq., East Hill, Ithaca, N.Y. 
[typescript specifying general construction requirements] 
 
Collection Ernest and Dorothy Warren, 514 Edgewood Place, Ithaca, New York. 
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A-75.  Frank and Cora Morse residence, Ithaca, New York (1904-05; altered), interior 
detail of entrance porch (Author, 1981). 



1065 
 

1905  Ithaca Board of Education (Frank D. Boynton, superintendent) 
classroom addition to school building (Fall Creek School)—destroyed 

(1966)/demolition 
905 North Aurora Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: William L. Jenks (1905) 
Stephens & Masters (plumbing work) 

cost:  $6,719 
 
 

AN  EXTENSIVE  ADDITION. 
 

The Fall Creek Schoolhouse To Be Enlarged. 
 

The plans and specifications prepared by Architect C. L. Vivian, by direction of 
the Board of Education for the enlargement of the Fall Creek school house were this 
week put out among local builders for bids for construction by Commissioners 
Cornell, Johnson and Stewart, the committee upon buildings. 

The increase of pupils in the Fall Creek district makes longer postponement of 
provision of fitting accommodation impossible. 

The Board will undertake this betterment from the existing revenue without 
asking the citizens to vote financial aid. 

The Board has been steadily reducing the school indebtedness while paying for 
such extraordinary repairs as were accorded to the Central School recently.  The 
High School main building and annexes are all paid for.  There was a previous 
indebtedness which remains but which will steadily diminish under such 
administration as now exists. 

The Fall Creek plans have been drawn subject to approval by the State architect.  
The law requires certain provisions of air space for pupils, etc., making state 
approval requisite. 

Bids for construction of the proposed annex were submitted by Driscoll Brothers 
& Co., Campbell Brothers, John Dempsey, Elmira, and W. L. Jenks.  The latter’s bid 
was $6,719 and secured the award. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 5 July 1905, page 6. 
 
 

ENLARGING  SCHOOL  BUILDING. 
 

Work on Fall Creek Education Factory Progressing Rapidly. 
 

It is quite that Ithaca is no victim of race suicide.  This is proven by the fact that 
the children are getting too numerous for the public schools to accommodate, 
especially in the northern section of the city.  For this reason, it has been necessary for 
the authorities to order a two-story addition built to the Fall Creek school.  The work 
has already been progressing for about two weeks, and so rapidly as to have 
completed the foundation and have the first floor timbered. 
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There are to be two 30-by-30 [foot] rooms, beside several cloak rooms and 
lavatories, making the whole building about 50 per cent larger than it is at present.  
The work will interfere in no wise with the rest of the building, so by the time school 
commences, the old part will be used and, as expected at present, the lower room of 
the new section. 

The work is under the supervision of Contractor Jenks, and it is expected that it 
will be completed by the middle, or at the latest, the latter part of September. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 11 August 1905, page 6. 
 
 

NEW  FALL  CREEK  ANNEX  READY. 
 

As yet, the pupils of the entering class at the Fall Creek School have not been able 
to register because of the delay in the completion of the new annex which was to 
have been ready for the opening of school September 5th. 

The kindergarten-primary room on the first floor will be ready Monday morning, 
and parents are requested to send their children at that time.  Children must be at 
least five years old. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 27 September 1905, page 6. 
 
 
untitled 
[group of ink-on-tracing-paper drawings; basement plan is signed:  “Stephens & 

Masters; Board of Education City of Ithaca by R. B. Williams, Prest.; July 3, 
1905; W. L. Jenks; C. J. Rumsey & Co.;” remaining sheets are signed:  “R. B. 
Williams, Prest.”] 

group includes: Basement Plan 
Roof Plan 
South Elevation 
East Elevation 
North Elevation 
Section Looking West [and miscellaneous interior/exterior 

elevations] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
Specifications, Additions and Alterations, Fall Creek School House, Ithaca, N.Y. 
[16 pages of typescript, labeled set #6, specifying general construction requirements; 

pages are annotated in pencil with revisions; 14 pages are initialed by “R. B. W.;” 
page 15 is signed by W. L. Jenks and R. B. Williams, Board of Education.] 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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Plumbing Specifications, Additions and Alterations, Fall Creek School House, 

Ithaca, N.Y. 
[3 pages of typescript, labeled set #4, specifying plumbing requirements; pages are 

annotated in pencil with revisions; 2 pages are initialed by “R. B. W.;” page 3 is 
signed by Stephen & Masters and R. B. Williams, Board of Education.] 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
Plumbing Specifications, Additions and Alterations, Fall Creek School House, 

Ithaca, N.Y. 
[4 pages of typescript, labeled set #4, specifying plumbing requirements and 

incorporating revisions from set #6.] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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A-76.  C. L. Vivian, Fall Creek School addition, Ithaca, New York (1905; destroyed), 
drawing of Basement Plan (courtesy, Cornell University Archives, 1905). 
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1905  R. C. Osborn & Company (tenant; Robert C. Osborn) 
reconstruction of retail confectionary store in commercial building 

(Poole Block)—destroyed 
119-121 East State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Ithaca Contracting Company (1905) 
 
 

IMPROVEMENT  FOLLOWS  FIRE. 
 

Changes to be Made at Osborn & Company’s Store. 
 

As soon as the fire sale at Osborn & Co.’s is concluded, the store will be given 
over to workmen who will repair the damage done by the fire and make extensive 
improvements besides.  The plans for the work are now being drafted by Architect 
Vivian and bids for the contract will be opened next Monday. 

The plans call for a new steel ceiling, a new floor, new counters and other 
fixtures.  When completed, it is thought that the store will be one of the finest on 
State street. 

The stock that went through the fire has been placed in shape for the sale.  While 
going through the damaged books the clerks found several rather peculiar things.  
One book the title of which is “Through Flood and Fire,” came out with practically 
no damage.  Another book, “A Flame of Fire,” which stood on a shelf near where the 
fire was hottest, was not damaged in the slightest. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 14 July 1905, page 6. 
 
 

The Ithaca Contracting Company is to do the work of repairing the fire damage 
at the Poole building, in which the R. C. Osborn & Company’s store is situated.  
Some delay has been caused by the non-arrival of material for the steel ceiling.  
Word was received that it has been shipped from West Virginia. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 5 August 1905, page 3. 
 
 

The R. C. Osborn & Co., store in the Poole Block, which was badly damaged by 
fire, has been repaired, refitted, greatly improved and will reopen tomorrow with an 
entirely new stock.  Among the improvements are very large plate glass show 
windows with prismatic glass above which reflects light to the remotest part of the 
interior of the store.  The wooden ceiling has also been replaced with one of metal.  
The candy room at the rear has been practically rebuilt and altogether the store is 
now one of the most commodious and attractive on the street. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 20 September 1905, page 3. 
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1905  Ithaca Street Railway Company (Edward G. Wyckoff, presient) 
electrical power substation—destroyed 
? Lake Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1905) 
 
 

WILL  BUILD  NEW  POWER  STATION 
 

STREET  RAILWAY  COMPANY  TIRED  OF  DAMAGE  BY  FLOOD. 
 

Plans   Being   Drawn   for   Structure  to  be   Erected   in   Connection  with   
the Company’s Fall Creek Property—The Work Is to be Rushed Rapidly. 

 
Because of the several heavy losses the Ithaca Street Railway has sustained from 

flood waters in Six Mile Creek, it has decided to move its sub-power station, and 
possibly its entire plant, including the car barns, from the property on the bank of 
the creek, near the foot of State street hill to a new locality. 

The site chosen for the new sub-station is adjacent to the car barn at the 
northwest corner of Percy Field, north of Fall Creek.  Plans for the new building and 
specifications upon which the contract will be awarded are now being made by 
Architect C. L. Vivian. 

Although the moving will be a large undertaking, aside form the building of the 
new plant, Manger Post stated today that the company is planning to be located in 
the new quarters within the next two months.  The work will be rushed as rapidly as 
possible in order to make this feasible. 

Several times in the past few years the State street plant has been in danger of 
being entirely wiped out.  Twice the car barn has been badly damaged, and portions 
of it carried away, to say nothing about the damage to the machinery in the electrical 
transforming station by water.  Consequently the electrical apparatus will be moved 
into the new building as soon as it can be constructed.  The details of the plan for the 
new building are not yet definitely decided upon but the structure will be somewhat 
larger than the present quarters, and will built in connection with the present car 
barn near Percy Field.  It is also probable that the car barns will be enlarged so as to 
furnish accommodations for all cars in service and that the old barn will be 
abandoned. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 9 August 1905, page 3. 
 
 

In December 1891, Herman Bergholtz, an electrical engineer, and Horace E. 
Hand, a financier, come to Ithaca and bought control of the local street railway and 
electric light companies.  They built a water-wheel plant to be used by both in the 
gorge of Fall Creek above the present Stewart Avenue bridge, which supplied power 
until it burned in 1905, whereupon the trolley company erected a steam power plant 
near the Remington salt works.  * * * 
 
Henry Edward Abt, Ithaca (Ithaca, N. Y.:  Ross W. Kellogg), 1962, pager 129. 
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1905  Emma Abel (Mrs. John J. Abel), Trumansburg 
George B. Davis (agent) 
alteration to a house—extant (1981); resurfaced; alteration 
415 North Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? Spencer (1905) 
John Hutt & Son (painting work) 

 
 

Under the direction of George B. Davis, the house at No. 415 North Cayuga 
street, is to be rebuilt, with a handsome street front, for its new owner, Mrs. John 
Abel, of Trumansburg.  Mr. Vivian is the architect; Mr. Spencer, formerly with 
Builder Bogart, is the contractor.  John Abel was formerly a Ulysses supervisor.  He 
and his wife and daughter may occupy the house when rebuilt.  Miss Abel was 
graduated from the Trumansburg schools last spring; and may complete her 
education here. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 6 September 1905, page 5. 
 
 

John Hutt & Son show a specimen of house-painting as it should be done at No. 
415 North Cayuga street. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 23 October 1905, page 3. 
 
 

Mrs. Emma Abel, 81, widow of the late John J. Abel died at her home in the town 
of Enfield, Sunday, May 14, [1933] following a long illness. 

Surviving is a son, Howard W. Abel of Ulysses, a daughter, Mrs. W. G. Finch 
[Edna] of Vestal, and two granddaughters, Miss Helen Niagara Falls and Miss Ruth 
Abel of Trumansburg. 

She was a lifelong member of the Presbyterian Church of Trumansburg, a 
member of the DAR and other civic organizations. 

Funeral services were held from the home Wednesday afternoon, Rev. Martin H. 
Hardin, Jr., officiating.  Interment was in Grove Cemetery. 
 
“Obituary—Emma Abel,” The Free Press (Trumansburg ), 19 May 1933, as quoted 
in Donald J. Stinson, The Burning of The Frontenac (Interlaken, N. Y.:  Heart of the 
Lakes Publishing), 1985, page.70. 
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A-77.  C. L. Vivian, Mrs. John Abel house alteration, Ithaca, New York (1905; 
altered), exterior view from the northwest (Author, 1981). 
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1904-05 Roger Butler and Caroline Louise (Romer) Williams 
personal residence (“DeWitt Park West”)—extant (2013); renovation 

(1930s); rehabilitation (ca. 1997) 
306 North Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Campbell Brothers & Company (1905-06) superstructure 
J. J. Allington, Elmira (1906-07) interior work 

status:  DeWitt Park Historic District, 1971 
Historic American Building Survey, No. NY-5724, 1982/1983 

 
 

Jeannie L. Halsey has sold property in Ithaca to Caroline R. Williams for a 
nominal consideration. 
 
“Real Estate Transfers,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 16 May 1904, page 3. 
 
 

It is rumored that a handsome residence is likely to be built, in the vicinity of 
DeWitt Park, possibly this summer. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 24 February 1905, page 3. 
 
 

It is reported that R. B. Williams is this fall to cause the foundation work to be 
done, upon his North Cayuga street lot, for the erection of a handsome residence, 
plans for which were made, by Architect Vivian, last winter. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 25 September 1905, page 3. 
 
 

Campbell Brothers & Co., are to supervise the erection of the new house for 
Roger B. Williams, opposite DeWitt Park. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 23 October 1905, page 3. 
 
 

A considerable force of men is hastening the cement foundations for the R. B. 
Williams house, opposite DeWitt Park. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 1 November 1905, page 3. 
 
 

The carpenters have raised the studding of the first story of Roger B. Williams’s 
new residence in North Cayuga street. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 28 December 1905, page 3. 
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J. J. Allington, of Elmira, contractor for the Roger B. Williams home in North 
Cayuga street is in the city today. 
 
“Short Stories Purely Personal,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 18 April 1906, page 6. 
 
 

Campbell Brothers & Co., are laying a concrete walk in front of the R. B. 
Williams residence on North Cayuga street. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 17 September 1906, page 3. 
 
 

J. J. Allington, the Elmira contractor, has completed the Roger B. Williams 
residence on North Cayuga street and yesterday turned it over to its owner.  * * * 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 7 March 1907, page 6. 
 
 

Roger B. Williams’ new residence in North Cayuga street is practically completed 
on the exterior but there is considerable decorating to be done on the interior. 
 
“For a Bigger Busier Ithaca,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 30 April 1907, page 6. 
 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Roger B. Williams have removed sufficient of their lares and 
penates from their Albany street home to their elegant new mansion, opposite 
DeWitt Park, to enable them to pass nights at their future abode.  The bulk of their 
household possessions await removal.  Workmen yet linger in denial of complete 
possession. 
 
“Short Stories Purely Personal,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 10 May 1907, page 6. 
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A-78. C. L. Vivian, “DeWitt Park West” (Roger and Caroline Williams) residence, 
Ithaca, New York (1904-07), exterior view from the northeast (courtesy, Library of 
Congress; Jack E. Boucher, HABS No. NY-5724-1, 1982). 
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ca. 1905 Edward Guild and Edith T. (Clymer) Wyckoff 
attributed personal garage—extant (2013); renovation as residence 

8 Lodge Way 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (ca. 1905) 
status:  Cornell Heights Historic District, 1989 
 
 
[Note: For additional information regarding this work, see pages 479-481.] 
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A-79.  C. L. Vivian (attributed), Edward and Elizabeth Wyckoff garage, Ithaca, 
New York (ca. 1905; altered), exterior detail of window (Author, 1981). 
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1905-06 Guy Montrose and Clarice R. Whipple 
personal residence—extant (2013) 
104 Overlook Road 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1906) 
status:  Cornell Heights Historic District, 1989 
 
 

Architect Vivian is at work upon plans for the new house of Dr. G. M. Whipple, 
to be erected on Cayuga Heights, southwest Professor Van Pelt’s. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 23 October 1905, page 3. 
 
 

Work has been begun on the house of Professor Guy Montrose Whipple north of 
the creek which bounds the Golf Course. 
 
“Two New Houses Building,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 18 May 1906, page 5. 
 
 

Professor Guy Montrose Whipple, through the agency of George S. Tarbell, today 
sold to Mrs. Capt. M. W. O’Connell, the new house recently built by Professor 
Whipple on Lot 144 at the corner of Over Look [sic] Road and Wyckoff avenue on 
Cornell Heights [sic], for $8,000. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 6 May 1908, page 6. 
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A-80.  C. L. Vivian, Guy and Clarice Whipple residence, Cayuga Heights, New York 
(1905-06), exterior view from the northeast (Author, 1981). 
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1903-06 Cornell Incubator Manufacturing Company (Edward G. Wyckoff,  
president) 

office/factory building—unbuilt project 
701 West State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

 
 

LAND  PURCHASED  FOR  BIG  FACTORY. 
 

CORNELL  INCUBATOR  COMPANY  TO  OWN  ITS  PLANT. 
 

Will Construct a Five-Story Fire-Proof Building—To be Located on the Site of 
Former St. John Hotel—Plans Being Drawn and Operations Soon to Begin. 

 
President E. G. Wyckoff yesterday purchased for the Cornell Incubator 

Manufacturing Company, two pieces of property at the Inlet upon which two large 
buildings will be built by the company.  The contract will call for the completion of 
these buildings, which will be occupied by the incubator works, on the first of 
November. 

Mr. Wyckoff stated this morning that with the company’s rapidly increasing 
business the present factory, in the old organ factory building, is altogether too 
cramped.  Then too he said it will be an advantage to get nearer the two railroad 
tracks. 

The land purchased by Mr. Wyckoff included two lots.  The first is the site upon 
which formerly stood the St. John’s hotel, situated west of the D. L. & W. railroad 
station, and between the Delaware and Lackawanna and Lehigh Valley tracks.  It 
extends toward the creek to the property owned by the Standard Oil Company upon 
which stands the large oil tanks. 

Upon this site will be built the larger building which will be used mainly as a 
store house for the completed incubators, with a capacity for about 10,000 
machines.  Facing State street on the ground floor will be the company’s offices and 
a store room which will be occupied by the company’s local sales department.  There 
will also be one or two other stores which will be for rent. 

The plant proper will be built on the H. I. Smith lot just west of the Delaware 
track and facing State street; upon which now stands an old building which is 
occupied on the ground floor by E. S. Bagley’s grocery store.  Here a five story 
building will go up, the dimensions of which will be about 70 by 100 feet. 

Both buildings will be of solid brick and will be of slow burning construction 
making them practically fire proof.  Architect C. L. Vivian has been employed to 
make the plans, and the building will begin early in the spring. 

The transfers of the property which were negotiated for by Mr. Wyckoff by 
Attorney George S. Tarbell, were completed yesterday and the deeds were filed in 
the county clerk’s office today.  Not only will the new buildings be a benefit to the 
Incubator Company, but they will greatly improve the appearance of the Inlet 
district. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 6 February 1903, page 6. 
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It is understood that next spring a large new, modern factory building, for the 

Cornell Incubator [Manufacturing] Company, is to be erected by E. G. Wyckoff, 
upon the West State street lot purchased by him a year ago for this purpose.  Mr. 
Wyckoff is now giving final review to the plans. 
 
“Terse Tales,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 25 September 1905, page 5. 
 
 

Mr. and Mrs. E. G. Wyckoff to the Cornell Incubator Manufacturing Company, 
property at the intersection of State and East Port streets, for $1. 
 
“Real Estate Transactions,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 30 September 1905, page 6. 
 
 

In place of a handsome building which would have been erected in West State 
street, opposite the Delaware & Lackawanna railroad station, by the Cornell 
Incubator Manufacturing Company, had that company not decided to move away 
from Ithaca, there will now be built an artificial ice plant. 

The site upon which the incubator plant was to have been built, was sold 
yesterday by E. G. Wyckoff to the Hygeia Ice Company of Ithaca.  This company 
was recently incorporated at Albany with a capital stock of $30,000, and with 
George E. Berns, Herman C. Kudlick and Edward Reignbard, of New York City, as 
the directors. 
 
“Land Now Bought For Big Ice Plant,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 1 March 1906, page 5. 
 
 
untitled 
[presentation drawing of the exterior] 
 
published: “Land Now Bought For Big Ice Plant,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 1 March  

1906, page 5. 
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A-81.  C. L. Vivian, Cornell Incubator Manufacturing plant, Ithaca, New York 
(1903-06; project), presentation drawing of the exterior (Ithaca Daily Journal, 1 March 
1906). 
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1906  Ithaca City Hospital Association 
ward/laundry addition to hospital building—extant (2013); 

renovation for apartments 
206 Cascadilla Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Campbell Brothers & Company (1906) 
C. J. Rumsey & Company (doors/building hardware) 

cost:  $3,161.35 
 
 

CONTRACTS  SIGNED. 
 

Addition to the City Hospital Settled Upon. 
 

The contract for the addition to the Hospital with Campbell Brothers & Co., was 
signed yesterday, the consideration being $1,611, of which amount there is in hand, 
or promised, $1,301.  It will require $500 additional to fully complete the work. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 April 1906, page 3. 
 
 

A new laundry is being fitted up in the basement of the recently erected addition 
to the City Hospital. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 23 July 1906, page 3. 
 
 

* * *  The committee on building the new wing reported. 
Campbell Bros. carpenter and mason work . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2077.92 
Plumbing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 326.98 
Rumsey & Co. doors and hardware . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 341.40 
Electric lighting and fixtures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 174.18 
Architect’s fees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 146.31 
Steam heating . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 240.87 
 $3307.66 

On the amount there was given by: 
Mrs. J. B. Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1300.00 
Miss Augusta Williams. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56.50 
2 friends $50 each . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.00 
Prof. Leo’s entertainment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 
C. L. Vivian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46.31 
E. H. Gillette . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.50 
Interest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.50 
 $1570.31 

This leaves $1737.35 still to provide for in addition to $1202.00 reported by the 
treasurer for running expenses, as one payment to the builders of $615.42 was made 
for borrowed funds. 
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This annex seemed absolutely necessary owing to the overcrowded condition of 
the hospital, and the demand for more private rooms.  This addition gives five new 
rooms for patients, one room for a recovery room, for patients under the influence of 
anesthetics.  Heretofore all such cases had to be carried into the wards, very much to 
the discomfort of other patients. 

In the basement under this addition a new laundry, ironing-room and dry-room 
has been added.  The old dry-room was a constant menace form fire with its 
wooden ceilings and partitions.  The new one gives added room much needed and 
with its concrete partitions and floor, together with metal and concrete ceiling is 
practically fire-proof. 

All patients had to be carried through the main hall, and in accident cases this 
was a grave matter, disturbing all patients of both floors.  A stairway leading 
directly into the operating room and another into the room on the north, used for 
consultation, now permits such cases to be brought into the building without the 
knowledge of any one in either ward. 

Between the private rooms, there is a hollow brick partition, and the floors of 
each story are laid upon a six inch bed of concrete, making the rooms almost sound-
proof.  This new addition together with the one built a few years ago will be 
permanent, forming the rear of the new hospital whenever funds are available for the 
erection of a new sanitary, modern building.  The old wooden structure has served 
its purpose for many years but we look forward hopefully to the time when it shall 
be replaced by a much needed up-to-date hospital. 
 
“City Hospital Annual Report,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 5 October 1906, page 8. 
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A-82.  C. L. Vivian, Ithaca City Hospital addition, Ithaca, New York (1901-02; 
altered), site plan (Insurance Maps of Ithaca, 1904). 

 

A-83.  C. L. Vivian, Ithaca City Hospital addition, Ithaca, New York (1906; altered), 
site plan (Insurance Maps of Ithaca, 1909). 
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1906  Ithaca Board of Education (Frank D. Boynton, superintendent) 
classroom addition to school building (East Hill School)—extant 

(2013); renovation for apartments 
105 Stewart Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: William L. Jenks (1906) 
Treman, King & Company (heating work) 
B. A. Stevens (1906) interior refurbishment of existing building 

budget: $8,000 
status:  East Hill Historic District, 1986/1988 
 
 

At the regular meeting of the Board of Education last evening the members 
voted to expend . . . and $8,000 in making an addition to the East Hill school. 
 
“New Schoolhouse for South Hill,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 4 April 1906, page 7. 
 
 

EAST  HILL  SCHOOL  PLANS  APPROVED. 
 

BUILDING  COMMITTEE  IS  INSTRUCTED  TO  ASK  FOR  BIDS. 
 

Annex to be Constructed of Brick to Match the Present Building—Work Must 
be Complete on or Before September First. 

 
At a special meeting of the Board of Education last evening, the architect’s plans 

and specifications for the new annex to the East Hill school building were adopted 
and the building committee was instructed to advertise for bids on the construction 
of the annex. 

The annex will be of brick to match the present building and contractors both 
within and outside of Ithaca are invited to make estimates and submit sealed bids, 
the same to be opened at the next meeting of the Board of Education, June 5th.  
Copies of the plans and specifications may be obtained from Architect C. L. Vivian. 

Duplicate sets of the plans and specifications were sent to the State architect at 
Albany this morning for his approval.  All new school buildings have to proved for 
15 square feet of floor space per pupil and 30 cubic feet of fresh air per minute for 
each pupil in the room as required by state law. 

Contractors will be given the building on June 20th, and be required to turn over 
to the Board the completed building on or before September 1st. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 16 May 1906, page 3. 
 
 

Masons started on the foundations for the new East Hill School [addition] this 
morning.  The excavations were completed last week. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 2 July 1906, page 3. 
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At East Hill, the work on the annex is progressing.  It is expected that the brick 

work will be completed this week if the weather remains fine.  The furniture has been 
ordered and both rooms are to be used this year. 

The contract for refinishing the East Hill school inside and out has been let and 
the work is to be completed during the present month.  The plan is the same 
followed in the work at the Fall Creek School last fall, thus making both practically 
new 6-room buildings from which pupils will be transferred directly to the Grammar 
School hereafter. 
 
“Progress of Work at City Schools,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 August 1906, page 3. 
 
 

The kindergarten-primary room in the new annex at the East Hill School will be 
ready for occupancy Monday morning at 9 o’clock.  All pupils expecting to attend 
should report promptly. 
 
“Terse Tales,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 22 September 1906, page 7. 
 
 

The following bills were audited by the finance committee and ordered paid by 
the board: 

* * * 
C. L. Vivian, plans. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200.00 
* * * 
W. L. Jenks, on account . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000.00 
* * * 
C. L. Vivian, plans. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 350.00 
* * * 
W. L. Jenks, on account . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,500.00 
* * * 
W. L. Jenks, on account . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,500.00 
B. A. Stevens, repairs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  200.00 
* * * 

 
“Our City Schools,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 5 September 1906, page 3. 
 
 
untitled 
[Treman, King & Company invoice to the Ithaca Board of Education, dated 12 

October 1906, for $371.00 for #830 Calorific Furnace plus changes in cold air 
box at East Hill School] 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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A-84.  C. L. Vivian, East Hill School addition, Ithaca, New York (1906), exterior 
detail of new entrance (Author, 1981). 
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1906  Ithaca Board of Education (Frank D. Boynton, superintendent) 
boiler plant addition to school building (Ithaca High School)—

destroyed (1912)/fire 
201-209 North Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Lewis & Kitchen Company, Chicago, Illinois (1906) 
Johnson Thermostat Company, Buffalo (thermostat work) 

cost:  $10,000 
 
 

The committee in charge of fire fixtures reported progress as to the proposed 
changes in the original building of the High School to take the place of the present 
apparatus which is worn out. 
 
“The Public Schools,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 5 April 1906, page 3. 
 
 

The plans and specifications for the new boiler house are completed and several 
bids received.  The building committee expects to award the contract for this work 
as soon as all bids are in. 
 
“Public School Matters,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 27 June 1906, page 3. 
 
 

CONTRACT  AWARDED  FOR  HEATING  PLANT. 
 

$10,000 Job Has Been Begun at the High School. 
 

The Board of Education has let a contract for a new heating and ventilating plant 
at the High School at an expense of $10,000.  Lewis & Kitchen, a Chicago firm, have 
secured the job and it is understood that work has already been begun. 

Two boilers will generate steam with which the building will be heated.  The 
latest patented improvements in the manner of ventilation will be installed. 

The ten furnaces which now furnish heat for the building will be taken out. 
The work will be entirely completed by the opening of school in the fall. 

 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 14 July 1906, page 6. 
 
 

Three car loads of material for the heating and ventilation system which is being 
placed in the High School arrived here this morning and the work of installing it will 
be carried on rapidly so that the plant may be completed and in working order by 
the first of September. 

A complete change in the ventilation and heating of the building will be made.  
The material which has just arrived includes two 140 inch fans, which will supply a 
complete change of air every minute, and the registers, conducting pipes and other 
machinery for the forcing of the air through the building. 
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The Johnson Thermostat Company of Buffalo has men placing the heat 
regulators, by which system the temperature of the rooms will be automatically kept 
at a certain point.  The instrument operates itself and will require no attention from 
the teachers.  The Lewis and Kitchen Company, of Chicago, have men at work on the 
heating plant.  The huge fans which supply the air are run by an engine in the cellar 
and the machinery is enclosed so that no noise can be heard through the building. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 24 July 1906, page 5. 
 
 

The excavating for the new boiler house is completed, and the foundation is 
being put in.  This week will see it well on toward completion. 
 
“Progress of Work at City Schools,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 August 1906, page 3. 
 
 

The new heating plant at the High School is said to do all that was expected of 
it. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 4 December 1906, page 3. 
 
 
Boiler House for Ithaca High School Building, Ithaca, N. Y. 
[3 blue-line prints] 
each print includes: Plan; East Elevation; North Elevation; Section A-A;  

Section B-B 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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A-85.  C. L. Vivian, Ithaca High School boiler plant addition, Ithaca, New York 
(1906; destroyed), drawing of building Section A-A (courtesy, Cornell University 
Archives, 1906). 
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1906  Daniel E. and Anna (Stone) Marsh 
addition to personal residence—extant (2013); second-story addition 

(1906); west wing addition (1956) 
110 South Geneva Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1906) 
 
 

Daniel E. Marsh is adding a new room to his residence on South Geneva street.  
The room will extend out over the front porch. 
 
“Around the City,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 June 1896, page 6. 
 
 

Beside the Williams house, Mr. Vivian built . . . the house now occupied by the 
Herson Funeral Home. 
 
Miss [Edith] Horton, “Mr. C. L. Vivian,” (Ithaca, N. Y.:  unpublished typescript, 
Historic Ithaca), not dated. 
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A-86.  C. L. Vivian, Daniel and Anna Marsh residence addition, Ithaca, New York 
(1906), exterior view from the northeast 
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1903-06 Henry L. Peters and associates 
resort hotel (Renwick Hotel, later Park Hotel)—destroyed 

(1969)/demolition 
? North Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

builder: Mr. Troy (1904) site grading 
Herman Bergholtz (1906) superstructure 

 
 

A  NEW  HOTEL  AT  THE  LAKESIDE. 
 

RENWICK  TO  HAVE  A  MODERN  RESORT  FOR  EPICURES. 
 

Plot Purchased; Plan Ordered and Actual Building soon to Begin—Same Roof 
to Cover a General Store—A Venture by Local Men and Capital. 

 
Henry L. Peters and others have purchased a parcel of land from the northwest 

corner of the Renwick Tract, at the Renwick Park entrance, on North Cayuga street.  
It is the purpose of the purchasers to, at once, proceed to the erection of a fair-sized, 
attractive hotel building, upon this beautiful location, which will have for its outlook 
full view of Cayuga Lake for many miles. 

Architect Clinton L. Vivian is to make the plan for the structure, which it is 
intended to have somewhat larger than the Lakeside Inn, now owned by Reed & 
Reed. 

The intention is to follow, in a general way, the plan and scope of the century 
famous Tappan’s Inn, at Sheepshead Bay. 

There is to be an up-to-date grill-room, from which appetizing game and fish 
dinners are to be supplied to the several private dining rooms, which are expected to 
irresistibly appeal to driving, boating, automobiling and skating parties. 

One wing of the building is to be arranged for a general supply store catering to 
the needs of cottagers, boating parties and to the community now developing about 
the Remington salt and electric plants.  Telephone connection will enable orders 
wired from up-town to be delivered to Renwick Park, at any hour named.  Mr. 
Peters, who has an exceptionally extensive acquaintance throughout this section, 
announces his intention to personally supervise both the hotel and store.  He will 
have competent assistants; but will give his own entire time and efforts to the 
conduct of the enterprises. 

Mr. Peters’ long experience in merchandizing will be of benefit to the store 
branches of this undertaking; and, having had this project in mind for some time, his 
more recent connection with the Clinton House has enabled him to make 
advantageous study of modern hotel-keeping methods. 

Mr. Peters assures the readers of THE JOURNAL that his lakeside hotel will be 
open to high-class and desirable patronage only.  Its name—not yet chosen—is to be 
the equivalent for a quiet, cosy [sic], comfortable resort, where the choicest of viands 
will be procurable; and where the most fastidious and exacting of towns folk, 
faculty and student body may be certain, in advance, of absolute decorum and 
perfect order and quiet together with good cheer. 

Mr. Peters believes he knows a certain need and can meet and fill it. 
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Ithaca Daily Journal, 2 July 1903, page 3. 
 
 

FILLING. 
 

Herman Bergholtz is filling in the land south of Reed’s Inn with ashes from the 
Remington salt plant.  Several teams under the direction of Mr. Troy, former tenant 
of the Renwick farm, have been busied at this work this week.  Mr. Bergholtz said 
today that it is his intention to erect upon this filled land the building planned for 
Henry L. Peters.  This structure comprises a saloon and general store on the ground 
floor with club rooms above.  Mr. Bergholtz says that his plan contemplates a turf 
club organization with all the advantages of an exclusive road house or country 
club, comprehending later on, perhaps, a training track.  Six wagons are hauling 
ashes today.  The contract for the building has not yet been awarded. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 18 March 1904, page 7. 
 
 

The new cement floor and walls to the new hotel at Renwick Park have been 
completed and the foundation is ready for the frame work.  The cellar wall is lined 
with zinc above [the] high water mark. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 19 October 1906, page 3. 
 
 

The park’s next period of prosperity reached its peak with the trolley company 
as owner and promoter.  There were such things as three-day Old Home Week 
celebrations; all-day, all-night July 4th observances; circuses; vaudeville acts; band 
concerts; movies; firemen’s fairs; and other entertainments.  For an Aug. 13, 1905, 
mid-summer concert, trollies [sic] left the corner of State and Tioga St. every eight 
minutes to accommodate the public.  It was during this same [sic] that the Park 
Hotel, which was dismantled in 1969, was erected. 
 
Barbara Bell, “Glance Backwards:  Stewart Park,” The Ithaca Journal, 10 January 
1970, page 17. 
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A-87.  C. L. Vivian, Renwick Hotel, Ithaca, New York (1903-06; destroyed), exterior 
view from the south (courtesy, DeWitt Historical Society [now The History Center], 
#Y30.80, ca. 1920). 
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1906  John K. and Mary E. Blackman 
attributed personal carriage house—extant (2013) 

406 North Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

builder: ? (1906) 
status:  DeWitt Park Historic District, 1971/1976/1979 
 
 
 

John K. Blackman has begun the construction of a large and up-to-date barn at 
the rear of this premises, No. 406 North Cayuga street.  The old barn now situated 
near his dwelling will be taken down. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 9 November 1906, page 3. 
 
 
[Note: For additional information regarding this work, see pages 410-411.] 
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A-88.  C. L. Vivian (attributed), John and Mary Blackman carriage house, Ithaca, 
New York (1906), east facade (Author, 1980). 
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1906-07 Ithaca Board of Education (Frank D. Boynton, superintendent) 
school building (South Hill School)—extant (2013); addition (1916); 

renovation (1978-79) 
110 Columbia Street (also 507 Turner Street) 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Sager & Nelson (1907) 
Barr Brothers Hardware Company (building hardware) 
Stephens & Masters (plumbing work) 
Fuller & Warren, Syracuse (heating/ventilating work) 

cost:  $18,150 
status:  Ithaca City Landmark, 1977 
 
 

The plans and specifications for the new school building for the South Hill 
district have been completed and copies were forwarded to Albany today for the 
approval of the state expert in the Education Department. 

The building committee is now ready to receive bids for the erection of the 
building, and copies of the plans and specifications may be secured from the 
architect, C L. Vivian, Ithaca.  All bids are to be sealed and delivered on or before 
July 17. 
 
“Public School Matters,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 7 July 1906, page 3. 
 
 

SCHOOL  BIDS  REJECTED. 
 

Plans of South Hill Building To Be Revised. 
 

A meeting of the Board of Education was held last evening for the purpose of 
receiving bids for the erection of the new school building for the South Hill district.  
Upon opening the bids, it was found that the lowest was much higher than the 
architect’s estimate. 

It seemed advisable, therefore, to reject all bids and to make a further study of 
the plans and possibly revise them in some respects.  This was done, and the 
building committee was instructed to proceed along these lines. 

The plans call for a fire-proof 4-room building of the most approved pattern.  
Special attention has been given to the ventilating, lighting and heating.  It is the 
intention of the board to erect only a first class building of a thoroughly modern 
type.  There will be no delay other than necessary for a thorough re-study of 
conditions, when the board will again advertise for bids. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 25 July 1906, page 6. 
 
 

CONTRACT  LET  FOR  SOUTH  HILL SCHOOL. 
 

SECURED  BY  DRISCOLL  BROS.  AND  CO.,  OF  THIS CITY. 
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Plans Drawn by C. L. Vivian Architect, Approved—Sub-Contracts Let to Fuller 
& Warren, Barr Bros. Hardware Co., Stephens & Masters. 

 
At a special meeting of the Board of Education last evening the plans of 

Architect Vivian for the new school building to be erected on the site of the present 
South Hill school house were accepted and the contract for the erection of the same 
was let to Driscoll Brothers & Co., for $18,150.  Sub-contracts were given to Fuller & 
Warren of Syracuse, for heating and ventilating, to Barr Brothers Hardware Co. of 
this city for hardware and to Stephens & Masters for plumbing. 

The building will be two stories high and will contain four rooms.  The 
foundation will be constructed of concrete and the building proper of brick with 
stone trimmings and a slate roof. 

One particular feature of Architect Vivian’s plans which met with the approval 
of the board was the fact that every room is exceptionally well lighted.  The 
windows are many and are nearly the height of the rooms. 

Work on the construction will commence just as soon as the frost is out of the 
ground in spring and will be rushed so that pupils may occupy it after the ten-week 
vacation in the summer.  It is aimed to make the structure the most complete grade 
school in Ithaca. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 23 January 1906, page 6. 
 
 

On account of work incidental to the moving of the South Hill school to make 
room for the new structure now being erected the children of that district have had a 
prolonged vacation.  The old building is now ready for use once more and school 
will convene therein tomorrow morning at the usual hour. 
 
“Terse Tales,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 17 April 1907, page 3. 
 
 

Pupils of the South Hill district will begin attending school in the new building 
next Tuesday morning, the contractors having promised to have some of the rooms 
ready for use by that time. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 7 September 1907, page 6. 
 
 
untitled 
[group of ink-on-tracing-paper drawings] 
group includes: First Floor [plan] 

Second Floor [plan] 
 
Collection of the Ithaca City School District, 400 Lake Street, Ithaca, New York. 
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A-89.  C. L. Vivian, South Hill School, Ithaca, New York (1906-07), drawing of First 
Floor Plan (courtesy, Ithaca City School District, 1906). 
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1907  Ithaca Board of Fire Commissioners 
Sprague Steamer Company No. 6 (tenant) 
renovation of firehouse building—destroyed (1952)/demolition 
626 West State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Ithaca Lumber Company (1907) 
Forest City Plumbing Company (plumbing work) 

cost:  $2,533 
 
 
 

FIRE  COMMISSION  PREPARES  PLANS 
 

WEST  SIDE  PROTECTION  CONSIDERED  AT  SPECIAL  MEETING 
 

New  Floor  to  be  Installed  in  Six’s  Quarters—Stalls  and  Four  Bunks  to  be 
Supplied—Heater to Serve Two Purposes—Sliding Pole. 

 
The Fire Commission held a special meeting Sunday afternoon to go over the 

matter of improvement on No. 6’s engine house on West State street.  Besides the 
commissioners, representatives of the company, the staff officers of the Fire 
Department and Architect Vivian made an inspection of the building.  The plans 
were placed in the hands of Architect Vivian who will make the specifications for the 
renovated building. 

The plans contemplate a new floor in the apparatus room.  The floor will be 
constructed of either cement or brick.  In the rear will be stalls for horses and a 
storage room for feed and equipment for the horses. 

The heater which is now in the center of the apparatus room will be moved to the 
north end of the building and placed in the hose drying room to serve both as a 
heater for the drying room and to supply heat for the building. 

The partition on the second floor between the rear rooms and the assembly room 
will be torn out and provision made for bunks in the rear of the assembly room.  
From the assembly room a sliding pole will be installed to connect with the west side 
of the apparatus room. 

Accommodations will be provided for three bunks in the rear of the assembly 
room and another in the ante room, making four bunks for the use of firemen on 
night duty.  Architect Vivian will start work at once on the plans.  The new 
apparatus will consist of a combination hose and chemical wagon. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 18 March 1907, page 5. 
 
 

NO  CEMENT  FLOOR  FOR  NO.  6’S  ROOM. 
 

Building Committee Confirms Other Parts of Award. 
 

A meeting of the building committee of the Common Council and the Board of 
Fire Commissioners was held in the city hall last evening preliminary to the meeting 
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of the Common Council tonight.  It was finally decided not to construct a cement 
floor in No. 6’s fire quarters in West State street this year and this amount was cut 
out of the appropriation. 

The committee confirmed the previous award of the contract to S. M. Oltz and 
the matter will be considered by the Board of Alderman this evening. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 1 May 1906, page 3. 
 
 

The committee on No. 6’s quarters reported the saving of $650 by not placing a 
concrete floor in the fire house and recommended that contracts be let as follows:  
The construction work to the Ithaca Lumber Company at their bid of $2,200 and the 
plumbing to the Forest City Plumbing Company at $333.  The report was approved 
and the above amounts were ordered paid from the fund appropriated. 
 
“Common Council Hears Petition,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 2 May 1907, page 3. 
 
 

The Board of Fire Commissioners yesterday accepted the improvements in No. 
6’s quarters in West State street with a proviso that several minor details be 
attended to immediately by the contractor. 
 
“Apparatus in All Company’s Quarters,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 24 October 1907, 
page 3. 
 
 
Additions and Alterations—Engine House, Sprague Steamer Co., No. 6, Ithaca, N. 
Y. 
[set of blue-line prints; set is labeled Number 1 and is signed: 

“S. M. Oltz 
“Forest City Plumbing Co. per J. W. Williams 
“City of Ithaca 

“W. O. Kerr, City Clerk 
“Fordyce A. Cobb, City Attorney”] 

set includes: Foundation [plan]; First Floor [plan] 
Second Floor [plan]; Roof Plan 
[section showing] Stalls; North End; East Side 

 
Collection of the City of Ithaca, City Engineer File No. 164. 
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A-90.  C. L. Vivian, Sprague Steamer Company No. 6 firehouse renovation, Ithaca, 
New York (1907; destroyed), construction print of Foundation and First Floor plans 
(courtesy, City of Ithaca, 1907). 
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1907  William J. Mobbs 
interior decoration of tavern (Mobb’s Tavern)—destroyed 
225 South Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1907) 
 
 

Architect Vivian is designing a large mantel for the large fire-place in the coffee-
room of Mobb’s Tavern.  Fish dinners and all are parties are to be made summer 
specialties of this quaint and ancient inn. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 27 May 1907, page 6. 
 
 

There are now in use at Mott’s Inn [sic], formerly Twist’s Tavern, in South 
Cayuga street, a half-dozen wood arm chairs, saved from the Ithaca Hotel fire.  
They were sold by Col. Warner H. Welch to Salem Twist about the time Welch was 
planning to build the present brick structure.  One of the chairs is of generous 
proportions, built to accommodate Col. Welch, who was an exceptionally large man. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 July 1907, page 3. 
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1907  George Schuyler and Grace Louise (Jones) Tarbell 
renovation/rear addition to summer cottage (“Engleside-on-

Cayuga”)—extant (2013); front deck addition 
1055 (near “Sycamores”) Taughannock Boulevard 
Ithaca, New York 

landscape: Horace F. Major (1907) 
contractor: ? (1907) 
 
 

Horace F. Major of Eddy street, a landscape architect, has a force of men at work 
beautifying the grounds about the grounds of the Carpenter [Gothic] cottage on the 
west shore of the lake.  He has completed his work at the Tarbell cottage. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 8 July 1907, page 3. 
 
 

Attorney George S. Tarbell and family have moved to their summer home at 
“Engleside-on-Cayuga” for the summer months. 
 
“Personals,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 2 June 1913, page 6. 
 
 

Elias Treman knew a good piece of lakefront property when he saw it.  The 
owner-manager of Treman, King and Company, the prosperous Ithaca hardware 
store, he purchased the first point of land northwest of Ithaca in 1876.  Comprising 
five acres, it was formed by the outwash of Indian Creek.  On it he built a fine 
Gothic Revival cottage highlighted by board and batten siding, three roof gables 
supported by crossbracing and a wide vine covered verandah.  Elias, his wife 
Elizabeth, and their three children Robert, Elizabeth, and Charles traveled to the 
cottage either by steamboat or by carriage.  Unfortunately Elias died of injuries he 
received in 1898 when on the way to the lake he was thrown from his carriage when 
his horse reared in fright as a snake slithered across the road. 

His sons sold the cottage in 1907 to George Tarbell whose family enjoyed a long 
period of ownership.  They named it Engleside.  However the cottage was involved 
in another tragic death.  George Tarbell died of his exertions as he attempted to 
remove his family from rising waters during the July 7, 1935 flood. 

In 1953 J. S. Barr, the Ithaca stockbroker who owned the cottage next door, 
purchased the property from Mrs. Tarbell’s estate; it is presently owned by his son 
and daughter, David T. Barr and Priscilla Barr Binshadler.  The interior of the 
cottage is remarkably unchanged in layout.  While the dark stained door decorated 
with flowers painted by Mrs. Treman indicates the walls may have been dark, they 
are now painted white or other light colors.  A steep narrow stairway leads upstairs 
to two bedrooms each with its own gabled window.  The master bedroom opens 
onto a small porch where Joy and David Barr can enjoy the lake view. 
 
Carol U. Sisler, Cayuga Lake:  Past, Present, and Future (Ithaca, N. Y.:  Enterprise 
Publishing), 1989, page 103. 
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[Note: In a conversation on 6 July 1981, Louise (Tarbell) Hospital, daughter of 

George S. Tarbell, indicated that her father had bought the former Robert H. 
Treman summer cottage in the 1900s and modernized it for their use, which 
included a small addition at the rear of the house, prior to the construction of 
the Vivian-designed boat house (which was built in 1909); Ms. Hospital 
described the landscaping as now overgrown (in 1981).  This summer cottage 
was later (and presumably still is) known as “Barr Harbor” and owned by 
David T. Barr family; see also Barbara Bell, “Glance Backwards:  Mr. Tarbell 
Recognized Ithaca’s Potential Beauty,” The Ithaca Journal, 18 May 1974, page 
6.] 
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A-91.  C. L. Vivian (attributed) with Horace F. Major (landscape), “Engleside-On-
Cayuga” (George and Grace Tarbell) summer cottage (rear) addition, west shore of 
Cayuga Lake, New York (1907), exterior view from the southwest (courtesy, 
Tompkins County Department of Assessments, unknown date). 

 

A-92.  “Engleside-On-Cayuga” (later “Barr Harbor”) summer cottage, west shore of 
Cayuga Lake (ca. 1880; altered), exterior view from the southeast (courtesy, 
Tompkins County Department of Assessments, unknown date). 
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1907  Young Men’s Christian Association (Clarence A. Martin, competition 
judge) 

association building—competition project (entry “A”) 
202 East Buffalo Street 
Ithaca, New York 

budget: $35,000 
 
 

Y. M. C. A. BUILDING  PLANS  ACCEPTED. 
 

GIBB  &  WALTZ  SELECTED  AS  THE  ARCHITECTS. 
 

No Plans by Out-of-Town Architects Were Considered—Details of the Manner 
in Which the Work of Selection Was Carried Out. 

 
During the month of July, three of the leading architects of Ithaca were engaged 

in preparing preliminary plans for the new Y. M. C. A. building. 
According to terms prepared by the building committee no one was allowed to 

enter except Ithaca architects but the contest was thrown open to all architects 
residing in this city.  As a result three of the best architects in Ithaca met with the 
building committee on June 28th and agreed upon plans under which competition 
should be conducted.  It was also decided that if Professor Martin did not enter the 
competition he should be asked to judge the plans.  This he agreed to do. 

The plans were all delivered without signature on July 30th and on the morning 
of July 31, Professor Martin opened the plans in the presence of the building 
committee; and after marking them A, B, and C respectively a preliminary survey of 
all plans was made.  That afternoon Secretaries Richmire and Putney went over all 
the plans very carefully for the purpose of judging the various drawings from the 
view point of economy of management. 

Professor Martin then returned [from] Buffalo and for nearly a week spent all his 
spare time making a careful analysis of the second drawings. 

Yesterday morning the building committee again met to receive the report of 
Professor Martin.  It is a voluminous report of 10 pages and show very careful 
study.  Professor Martin pointed out that while all the plans showed special points 
of advantage, yet the one selected was the only one that had kept within the cost of 
$35,000 which was the limit for the building alone fixed by the committee. 

The report of Professor Martin in company with the following letter was sent to 
all the competing architects by the building committee:  “At a meeting of the 
building committee held on Tuesday, Aug. 7, 1907, it was voted to accept the report 
of Professor C. A. Martin, as judge of the architectural competition, and to adopt 
the conclusion which was in favor of the plans marked “B.”  Upon opening the 
sealed envelopes it was found that plans “B” were submitted by Messrs. Gibb & 
Waltz, who were accordingly appointed as architects for the proposed building of 
the Ithaca Y. M. C. A.” 

* * * 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 8 August 1907, page 5. 
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You will remember at our meeting on June 28th, the original program was 

considerably changed.  (I suppose it would have been much wiser to have had it all 
put in writing.)  The scale of the drawing was changed to one-fourth of an inch at 
A’s [Vivian’s] suggestion; the clause in reference to taking the Architect’s experience 
in account in the decision, and rendering the drawings in pencil instead of ink at B’s 
suggestion.  You will remember we all warned you against the cost.  At least A and 
myself understood you decided we were to prepare sketches, and make the building 
the best possible working building, and you were to do the cutting down afterwards.  
We also understood the program was not to be followed literally.  Unfortunately 
your Architectural Adviser, (an we understood him to act in this capacity only) was 
not at the meeting, so he may not have understood what we deiced upon there. 

Your secretary was left to answer questions in reference to the needs of the 
association, and give further instructions.  He brought us all a floor plan which 
measured 106x60 feet.  The story height given in the program with the necessary 
thicknesses of floor and the four foot air space above the third floor required by your 
architectural adviser gives a total height of 50 feet.  Figuring the cubical contents at 
12.6 cents per foot, the height of 50 feet, and the building at 112x60 feet, requested 
by your secretary, the resulting cost amounts to $39,816.00.  Theses figures do not 
include the excavation necessary for the swimming pool, for the foundation of the 
bowling alleys and for the boiler room under the sidewalk.  Under these 
circumstances it would seem perfectly plain that if the program and instructions of 
the resident adviser or secretary were followed, it would be absolutely impossible to 
keep the figured cost of the building with[in] the $35,000 allotment. 

In the report it says, “When an architect exceeds limits to the extent that A and 
C [W. H. Miller] have exceeded them, it is not unfair to assume that he has found it 
impossible to do anything satisfactory to himself within the limit and takes his 
chances of gaining favor by making a good plan outside of the program.” 

So you can see in making these sketches, it was somewhat difficult to know just 
what was expected, or was best to do.  My experience has taught me that it is not a 
hard matter to cut down plans and I generally better them rather than make them 
worse by doing so, and these were drawn with this in mind for I knew they would 
have to cut down. 

* * * 
Now we understand that the competition was to decided upon an architect to 

make the plans, not on the plans submitted, for we understood they would have to 
be redrawn.  Professor Martin was agreed upon to be the architectural judge if he 
did not enter the competition. 

On account of the conflict in the verbal and written program, sketches were given 
us, determining the size of the building.  This makes a building which would cost 
more than the allotment, and it was understood that the plans would have to be 
redrawn, and if the architectural judge had been informed of this and made his 
decision on the program itself, it would seem a manifestly unfair proceeding, and a 
decision not in conformity with high reputation and experience. 

He states the following regarding the successful design, “The plans submitted 
suffer in comparison with A’s plan because in the basement he has omitted the 
shooting gallery, his toilets are not so well placed and lighted, and he has no special 
dormitory and no billiard room.  The second floor seems to be worked out as well as 
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the limits of space permit, although there is much less room here than you desire for 
the work of the Association.” 

The Architectural judge also says, “The plans submitted by A show no feature 
except the dormitory arrangement that is not much better worked out in C’s plan.”  
* * * 
 
“W. H. Miller’s Y. M. C. A. Plans,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 23 August 1907, page 8. 
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1907  Buttrick and Frawley 
alteration for retail store—destroyed 
118 East State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Ithaca Contracting Company (1907) 
 
 

Buttrick & Frawley, the clothiers, intend to begin improving their store on State 
street next week.  A new front will be put in, metal ceiling placed on the first floor, 
and the second floor will be entirely remodeled for a salesroom.  The work will be 
done under the direction of C. L. Vivian.  The plans were completed yesterday.  It is 
the intention of the firm to have one of the best equipped stores in the state. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 29 July 1907, page 6. 
 
 

Work on the new store front of Buttrick & Frawley will be begun tomorrow or 
[the] next day by the Ithaca Contracting Company in pursuance with plans drawn 
by Architect Vivian. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 29 July 1907, page 6. 
 
 

NEW  STORE  FRONT  CREDIT  TO  THE  CITY 
 

Buttrick & Frawley Have One of the Finest in Ithaca 
 

Messrs. Buttrick & Frawley have finished remodeling their store and the new 
windows present one of the finest of any store front in the city and, as a passer-by 
said this morning, there are few prettier fronts in many of the larger cities. 

The interior of the window front is finished in birdseye maple and at the back at 
leaded cathedral glass windows.  Prism glass over the windows makes the interior 
of the store much lighter than formerly.  There is a novelty in the shape of an oval 
door at the entrance, the only one of its kind in the city.  Around the bottom of the 
windows and across the bottom of the door is considerable brass work.  The lighting 
effects in the windows combined with the beautiful finish of the interior combine to 
make the front one of which Ithaca may feel proud. 

Several entirely new glass cases with marble bases have been placed in the front 
of the store.  The work was completed yesterday and all day today Messrs. Buttrick 
& Frawley have received congratulations from their friends upon their 
progressiveness. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 25 October 1907, page 3. 
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1908  Isaac LaBarr 
retail (grocery store)/apartment building—extant (2013); resurfaced 
501 North Tioga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1908) 
 
 

C. L. Vivian is planning a block for Isaac LeBarr [sic], the Tioga street grocer.  * * 
* 
 
“Work On Chi Psi Will Start In May,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 28 March 1908, page 6. 
 
 

THE  NEW  LABAR  BLOCK. 
 

Four-Story Business and Residence Structure. 
 

Isaac LaBar [sic]. Who has conducted a grocery at the corner of Farm and North 
Tioga streets for several years, has a gang of men at work tearing down his building 
and will begin at once to erect a new building 28x60 [feet] on the site. 

The new building will be four stories high.  The upper floors will be fitted for 
apartments and Mr. LaBar will conduct his grocery business in the basement.  Each 
floor will contain suites of five rooms and will be fitted with modern improvements.  
Mr. LaBar expects to have the apartments ready for occupancy by next fall. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 1 April 1908, page 3. 
 
 

The new Isaac Labar [sic] block, corner of North Tioga and Farm streets, is now 
nearly finished. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 8 September 1908, page 6. 
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A-93.  C. L. Vivian, Isaac LaBarr apartment building, Ithaca, New York (1908), 
exterior view from the southwest (Author, 1981). 
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1908  Ithaca Board of Education (Frank D. Boynton, superintendent) 
alteration for biology laboratory in school building (Ithaca High 

School)—destroyed (1912)/fire 
201-209 North Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Ithaca Contracting Company (1908) 
 
 

On the third floor of this building [the Ithaca High School] a biological laboratory 
has been built and this with a large lecture room and two apparatus rooms will 
constitute the biological department.  The room formerly used by the instructor in 
biology will be used as a class room study hall, making six large class room study 
halls for the first and second year students. 
 
“Workmen Busy In Ithaca Schools,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 August 1908, page 5. 
 
 

The Ithaca Contracting Company has been doing repair work at several places.  
Among the number are . . . and the repairs at the High School. 
 
“Ithaca Building For Past Year,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 10 October 1908, page 3. 
 
 
Additions & Alterations, Ithaca High School Building, Ithaca, N. Y. 
[set of blue-line prints] 
set includes: Plan  

Finishing of Light Shaft Over South Study Hall, High School 
Building, Ithaca, N. Y.:  West End; Section 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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A-94.  C. L. Vivian, Ithaca High School biology laboratory addition, Ithaca, New 
York (1908; destroyed), drawing of building Section (courtesy, Cornell University 
Archives, 1908). 
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1908  Ithaca Board of Education (Frank D. Boynton, superintendent) 
alteration to entrance of school building (West Hill School)—

destroyed (1965)/fire 
234 Elm Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1908) 
 
 

Improvements are being planned for the West Hill School house and grounds. 
 
“New Schoolhouse for South Hill,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 1 July 1908, page 3. 
 
 

Masons started on the foundations for the new East Hill School [addition] this 
morning.  The excavations were completed last week. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 2 July 1906, page 3. 
 
 

The exterior of the West Hill School is being stained.  Workmen are laying a 
cement walk abutting the property and a cement entrance is being constructed, 
doing away with the dangerous wooden entrance. 
 
“Workmen Busy In Ithaca Schools,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 August 1908, page 3. 
 
 
Stairs North Side, West Hill School Building 
[ink-on-tracing-paper drawing] 
drawing includes: [partial] Plan; Elevation Looking West 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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A-95.  C. L. Vivian, West Hill School entrance alteration, Ithaca, New York (1908; 
destroyed), drawing of partial plan and section (courtesy, Cornell University 
Archives, 1908). 
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1907-08 Priest & Benjamin (George E. Priest, Charles M. Benjamin) 
renovation/basement addition for newspaper publishing plant in 

commercial building (Journal Block)—destroyed 
123-125 West State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Ithaca Contracting Company (1908) 
Higgins & Carman (plumbing work) 

 
 

MORE  APARTMENTS  TO  BE  AVAILABLE. 
 

RADICAL  CHANGE  IN  THE  JOURNAL  BUILDING. 
 

Fourth Floor Long Used by Fraternal Organizations to be Converted into 
Suites—Architect’s Plans Approved and Work to Proceed at Once. 

 
The fourth floor of THE JOURNAL Building, on West State street, which has been 

occupied by various fraternal organizations during the past thirty years is to be 
converted into suites of apartments for small families and individuals, thus farther 
[sic] reducing the already small number of public or semi-public places of 
assemblage in the city. 

The plans and specifications covering the carpentering, plumbing, heating, gas-
fitting and decoration prepared by Architect Vivian, have been approved and he has 
been directed to proceed in effecting the remodeling, with all the celerity possible. 

When completed a month hence, in accordance with plans, a dozen attractive 
and spacious rooms will be ready for rental.  Already and from the plans 
applications are being made for these rooms. 

The plans may be seen by all interested at the business office of THE JOURNAL, 
where detailed information may be obtained. 

It will be recalled that THE JOURNAL withdrew from general use JOURNAL Hall, 
on Tioga street, in 1890, transferring thereto its newspaper composing department. 

It is understood that as soon as possession can be obtained of the second floor of 
the present JOURNAL Building, now tenanted by the Y.M.C.A., series of modern 
apartments in suites will be made there. 

Thus the three floors above the plant will be given over to private occupancy. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 4 March 1905, page 6. 
 
 

Architect Vivian has awarded the carpenter and masonry work to the Ithaca 
Contracting Company and the plumbing to Higgins & Carman, in the reconstruction 
of the second floor of THE JOURNAL building.  He plans to provide several desirable 
small apartments there to be ready for occupancy by September first. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 28 July 1908, page 6. 
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The Ithaca Contracting Company has been doing repair work at several places.  
Among the number are . . . at THE JOURNAL block, * * * 
 
“Ithaca Building For Past Year,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 10 October 1908, page 3. 
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1908  Mary E. (Moore) Denton (Mrs. Elmer Alonzo Denton) 
rental duplex—destroyed 
310 North Albany Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1908-09) 
 
 

Among the other work being carried on in accordance with plans furnished by 
Mr. Vivian is a two-story flat house at 310 North Albany street.  This is being built 
for Mrs. E. A. Denton.  It will be a frame structure, with a five-room flat on each 
floor, with all modern conveniences.  The foundation is now complete and the 
framework will be pushed as rapidly as possible, in order to get the building 
enclosed, that it may be done by April 15, if possible. 
 
“Construction Work Is Plentiful In Ithaca,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 4 December 1908, 
page 6. 
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1909  Committee on Public Buildings, City of Ithaca (Randolph Horton,  
Mayor) 

alterations to entrance stairs/renovation of municipal building 
(Ithaca City Hall)—destroyed (1965)/demolition 

201 North Tioga Street 
renovation of municipal building (Ithaca City Hall annex)—destroyed 

(ca. 1925)/demolition 
207 North Tioga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

builder: ? [City of Ithaca] (1909) 
 
 

CHAGES  IN  MUNICIPAL  BUILDING. 
 

Architect C. L. Vivian was present and explained the proposed changes in the 
city buildings.  It is proposed to change the steps leading into the City Hall, making 
each step 6 ½ inches, instead of 9, and increasing the number of steps to fourteen.  A 
landing half way up would make the ascent easy.  The room now occupied by the 
Protective Police was proposed as the office of the City Chamberlain.  The Protective 
Police, in that case, would have a room fitted up for them where the Fire 
Commissioners meet now in the Annex.  The City Clerk’s room and the Council 
chamber would not be changed. 

In the Annex the rooms in the rear of the second floor would be fitted out for the 
office of the Superintendent of Public Works and the City Engineer.  The whole 
matter was referred to the committee on public buildings. 
 
“Grozier Urges That Dam Be Constructed,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 16 January 1909, 
page 6. 
 
 

PLANS  FOR  CHANGES  APPROVED. 
 

The board accomplished more work last night than it has at any meeting yet 
held, although the long-looked-0for appointments are still forthcoming.  The board 
will probably hold a special meeting before the next regular meeting to make its 
appointments. 

The question of changes in the city offices and buildings was finally determined.  
Plans of Architect Clinton L. Vivian were approved and the Committee on Public 
Buildings enpowered to carry out their provisions, with any slight changes the 
committee may deem advisable. 

Architect Vivian was present and explained the general provisions of the plans 
which he had been asked to prepare.  They call for the fitting up of the Protective 
Police Company rooms in the City Hall for the City Chamberlain.  The stone 
stairway in front of the building will be made over the addition of three more steps 
near the bottom and one additional step from the top landing to the front door.  The 
same stones will be redressed and used. 
 

CITY  HALL  ANNEX  PLANS. 
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The most radical changes are planned for the City Hall annex.  It is provided 

that the present Chamberlain’s office be divided and half the room used by the City 
Court for a jury room, the balance of the space to be used by the City 
Superintendent. 

The rooms at present used by the Overseer of the Poor will be used by the 
Commissioner of Charities.  The rooms in the basement, now used by the 
Superintendent, will be used by the water department to store meters and other 
property. 

On the second floor a partition will be torn out, extending the room now used by 
the Fire Commission across a hallway, making the room large enough for the 
meetings of Protective Police Company No. 8.  In the rear of this room is a good 
sized room, which will be used by the City Engineer. 
 
“City Hall Changes Approved By Board,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 28 January 1909, 
page 6. 
 
 

IMPROVING  CITY  OFFICES;  CHAMBERLAIN  MOVES. 
 

Making Jury Room for City Court and Repairing Police Rooms. 
 

City Chamberlain E. N. Corbin moved his office today from the City Hall annex 
to his new quarters in the City Hall.  The rooms have been completed and are now 
probably the best of the city offices. 

Workmen will now convert part of the Chamberlain’s old offices into a jury room 
for the City Court.  The court rooms are being painted and will be ready for 
occupancy in a few days. 

Work on the repairs in the police station are being pushed rapidly.  A partition 
was started today in the main part of the police quarters, while closets and other 
improvements have been made in the private offices.  The partition will be 
removable, in order that the room may be enlarged easily be sued for election 
purposes. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 17 March 1909, page 9. 
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1908-09 George Schuyler and Grace Louise (Jones) Tarbell 
personal boathouse—destroyed 
? Taughannock Boulevard (along Cayuga Inlet) 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1909) 
 
 

Building activity has already begun along the “to-be-improved” Inlet, and by the 
time spring arrives there will probably be a great many new boathouse built for 
private use. 

George S. Tarbell, who purchased the lot adjoining that of H. H. Westinghouse, 
is building a double boathouse, 40x30 feet containing two slips each 8x35 feet.  Mr. 
Tarbell is leaving a 3-foot runway on the north side.  This morning the work had 
progressed to the extent of the slips being dug and the piling for the foundation 
being driven.  Work will be pushed on this house as rapidly as possible. 
 
“Building Operations Active Along Inlet,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 24 February 1909, 
page 3. 
 
 
Plans of Boathouse for George S. Tarbell, Ithaca, N. Y. 
[set of blue-line prints; set is tagged #103] 
set includes: Foundation Plan 

Ground [floor] Plan 
Front [south] Elevation 
East [elevation]; West [elevation] 
South [elevation] 
Section Looking West 
Section Looking South 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Bryant Fleming Architectural Drawings, Collection No. 1380. 
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A-96.  C. L. Vivian, George and Grace Tarbell boathouse, Ithaca, New York (1908-
09; destroyed), construction print of South elevation (courtesy, Cornell University 
Archives, ca. 1909). 
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1909  Frank David and Jane W. Boynton 
personal residence—unbuilt project 
317? East Buffalo Street 
Ithaca, New York 

 
 

Superintendent F. D. Boynton has had Architect Vivian prepare plans for a 
house to be erected upon his lot adjoining the residence of Colonel Uri Clark.  The 
architect is to submit the specifications for proposals from local builders about the 
first of next month. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 18 January 1909, page 3. 
 
 

. . . and Professor F. D. Boynton is to have a new home on East Buffalo street, 
just below Parker. 
 
“An Active Year In Building Trades,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 6 February 1909, page 3. 
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1907-09 Herman Bergholtz 
speculative house—extant (2013) 
106 West Falls Street 
speculative house—destroyed 
108? West Falls Street 
speculative house—extant (2013) 
1301 North Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Marshall C. West (1909) 
Marble & Tiling Company, Elmira (tile work) 

budget: $2,000 (each) 
 
 

Herman Bergholtz is negotiating with a local builder for the joint erect[ion] of a 
dozen cosy houses, with modern conveniences, to be erected upon as many of the 48 
lots, which he is grading on North Cayuga street.  It is the intention to vary the 
houses in appearance and to sell them at cost with price of the lot added—about 
$2,000, if possible.  Air spaced cement blocks are being considered for the first story 
and wire lath cemented, for the second. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 27 May 1907, page 3. 
 
 

Architect Vivian is at work upon plans for six or eight houses to be built upon 
the Bergholtz tract at North Cayuga and Falls street.  They are to be 7 and 8 room 
houses, with bath, etc.  The first stories are to be built of concrete blocks made on the 
premises.  The gas main is to be extended through Falls street, and this beautiful 
city addition, next month. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 20 June 1907, page 6. 
 
 

THE  NEW  HOUSES. 
 

Herman Bergholtz to Build Four Immediately. 
 

Herman Bergholtz has ordered the material and Builder M. C. West of 917 North 
Aurora street [sic] will begin to break ground next Monday for four handsome new 
houses, with all modern conveniences, at the corner of North Cayuga and Falls 
street. 

These houses are to be constructed for sale and as rapidly as sold others will be 
built.  There are some 40 lots in the plot, which will all be given improvements as 
fast as the local market warrants. 

Mr. Bergholtz, while supervising these building operations, will at the same time 
supervise the cultivation of his 40-acre plot as a truck garden.  The samples of soil 
are being now analyzed and Surveyor E. K. Crandall is today restoring the stakes 
which marked the ditching lines. 



1128 
 

Builder West has during the past winter been engaged in the construction of 
houses on Clinton street. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 2 April 1909, page 8. 
 
 

Excavation for the foundations of two of the four houses Mr. Bergholtz is to 
erect upon North Cayuga street is completed.  The forms for the concrete walls are 
being put up today. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 16 April 1909, page 8. 
 
 

The material for the two houses being erected on Falls street by Builder West is 
now on the ground, and his ten carpenters are to hasten their erection.  When near 
completion two more houses are to be begun on the same tract.  * * * 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 6 May 1909, page 3. 
 
 

Mr. Bergholtz is causing a four-foot cement sidewalk to be laid upon the north 
side of Falls street for his new houses.  Two more cellars are being excavated.  He is 
also causing ditching to be done on the forty-acre plot. 
 
“Terse Tales,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 20 May 1909, page 6. 
 
 

Herman Bergholtz has house number two on the Renwick addition enclosed and 
about ready for the inside work. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 1 June 1909, page 3. 
 
 

BUILDING  GOING  ON. 
 

Mr. Bergholtz is building two modern houses on the continuation of Falls street.  
The houses are planned after those that are now being constructed in the suburbs of 
the larger cities.  The houses are equipped with electric lights, gas, steam heat and 
all the most modern conveniences.  The Marble & Tiling Company of Elmira, the 
firm that is doing the marble work on the new Federal building, is now constructing 
the tile work on the bath room floors, wainscoting and vestibules. 

Each of theses houses are on lots that vary from 100 to 150 feet in depth and to 
50 and 60 feet frontage.  When they are sold there is to be a provision made in the 
deed that no barns, shed or outhouses shall be constructed. 

Several professors and assistant professors have already occupies some of the 
new house[s] in this part of town and it is hope to have a colony of these 
professional men settle in this part of the city . 
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The work of grading and construction of curbs and gutters on the new street on 
which the Bergholtz houses are located, is to be started next week.  This work is to 
be done, and kept up after completion, by Mr. Bergholtz, but in time will probably 
be deeded to the city of Ithaca.  The electric light wires on this street are to placed in 
conduits, thus doing away with the unsightly poles that mar the beauty of so many 
of the city streets. 
 
“More Improvements In The Marsh Lands,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 9 July 1909, page 3. 
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A-97.  C. L. Vivian, 106 West Falls Street (H. Berholtz speculative house), Ithaca, 
New York (1907-09), exterior view from the southeast (Author, 1981).
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A-98.  C. L. Vivian, 1301 North Cayuga Street (Herman Berholtz speculative house), 
Ithaca, New York (1907-09), exterior view from the southeast (Author, 1981). 
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1907-09 Herman and Adelina Octavia (Thomson) Bergholtz 
speculative house (later personal residence)—extant (1981) 
1110 North Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Marshall C. West (1909) 
Marble & Tiling Company, Elmira (tile work) 

budget: $2,000 
 
 

Herman Bergholtz is negotiating with a local builder for the joint erect[ion] of a 
dozen cosy houses, with modern conveniences, to be erected upon as many of the 48 
lots, which he is grading on North Cayuga street.  It is the intention to vary the 
houses in appearance and to sell them at cost with price of the lot added—about 
$2,000, if possible.  Air spaced cement blocks are being considered for the first story 
and wire lath cemented, for the second. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 27 May 1907, page 3. 
 
 

Architect Vivian is at work upon plans for six or eight houses to be built upon 
the Bergholtz tract at North Cayuga and Falls street.  They are to be 7 and 8 room 
houses, with bath, etc.  The first stories are to be built of concrete blocks made on the 
premises.  The gas main is to be extended through Falls street, and this beautiful 
city addition, next month. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 20 June 1907, page 6. 
 
 

The material for the two houses being erected on Falls street by Builder West is 
now on the ground, and his ten carpenters are to hasten their erection.  When near 
completion two more houses are to be begun on the same tract.  * * * 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 6 May 1909, page 3. 
 
 

H. Bergholtz’s household goods arrived from Philadelphia today and are being 
placed in his new dwelling at No. 1110 North Cayuga street, where he will live until 
he builds a much larger home further to the north, on the former Renwick tract. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 18 October 1909, page 6. 
 
 

H. Bergholtz is having the walls of his new house at 1110 North Cayuga street 
finished in water colors. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 28 October 1909, page 3. 
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A-99.  C. L. Vivian, 1110 North Cayuga Street (Herman Berholtz speculative house, 
later personal residence), Ithaca, New York (1907-09), exterior view from the 
northwest (Author, 1981). 
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1909  Stanford-Crowell Company (William H. Crowell, president) 
addition to factory building—extant (2013) 
1001-1015 West Seneca Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Driscoll Brothers & Company (1909) 
 
 

SIGN  WORKS  ADDS  9,600  SQUARE  FEET 
 

FLOOR  SPACE  TO  BE  INCREASED  THAT  MUCH  BY  ADDITION. 
 

One  of  the  Most  Important  Industrial  Announcements  in  Ithaca  in  Many 
Months—Construction Will Be Begun at One; Finished July 1. 

 
President W. H. Crowell of the Stanford-Crowell Company has just completed a 

contract for the erection of a large addition to the present factory of the Ithaca Sign 
Works on West State street [sic]. 

The company has outgrown its present quarters and has found it necessary to 
enlarge one of Ithaca’s leading industries.  The company has already enlarged its 
plant a number of times on account of its steady growth, and the proposed building 
will be in line with its ever-increasing growth. 

The addition will be of brick, three stories high, and will be of standard factory 
construction.  The contract has been let to Driscoll Bros. & Co.  The plans were 
prepared by Architect Vivian and call for a heavy style of architecture which will 
accommodate a very much larger force. 

Work on the new structure will begin next week and the building is to be 
completed by July 1.  The new building will add 9,600 square feet of floor space and 
make room for new machinery of a modern type, which has been badly needed on 
account of the steadily increasing business. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 6 April 1909, page 6. 
 
 

Driscoll Brothers & Company are making satisfactory progress with the factory 
annex which they are building for the Ithaca Novelty Sign Company at the Inlet.  The 
floor area of the present large factory will be increased about one-third. 
 
“All Building Work Booms At Present,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 6 May 1909, page 3. 
 
 

* * *  The finishing touches are being put on the new Stanford-Crowell building . . 
. 
 
“All Building Work Booms At Present,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 14 August 1909, page 
5. 
 
 

A  MODEL  FACTORY. 
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Ithaca Sign Works Plant Is Greatly Improved. 

 
The Ithaca Sign Works (Stanford-Crowell Company), under the skillful business 

guidance of its president and general manager, William H. Crowell, has today what 
is probably not only the largest and most completely equipped but the most model 
plant of its kind in this country if not in the world. 

The entire establishment, every building, even to the grounds, outside of the 
building, are immaculately kept, and inside where the work is done and where 
naturally the average person would think, it would be daubed with paint, ink, etc., it 
is absolutely clean, and perfect order and system prevail. 

The storehouse addition which was built during the past summer, while 
attached to the main building is entirely separated from it by huge brick walls and 
large expensive fire doors. 

Another building has recently been built for the storage of lumber, upon which 
considerable thought had been expended before building.  Every detail as to 
ventilation and protection entered into the construction of the building. 

Even the temperature of the different rooms in the main building for different 
purposes has been set and the entire building ventilated with this end in view, as the 
stenciling room has to be of one temperature, the main paint room, another, and the 
printing room still another. 

The improvements which were thought out early last spring and put into 
operation during the summer have all been completed, thus making a perfect model 
plant. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 November 1909, page 6. 
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A-100.  C. L. Vivian, Ithaca Sign Works plant addition, Ithaca, New York (1909), 
exterior view from the northeast (Author, 1981). 
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1909  Daniel N. and Alice G. Van Hoesen 
additions/alterations to personal residence—extant (2013); 

resurfaced 
402 North Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

builder: Blom LaBarr (1909) 
status:  DeWitt Park Historic District, 1971 
 
 

Daniel N. Van Hoesen proposes making extensive additions to his house at the 
corner of Cayuga and Mill streets this summer.  He contemplates extensions upon 
the west and north and a board veranda. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 14 May 1909, page 3. 
 
 

VAN  HOESEN  RESIDENCE  TO  BE  IMPROVED. 
 

D. N. Van Hoesen is about to begin extensive repairs and alterations to his 
residence at the corner of Cayuga and Mill streets.  The changes have been planned 
by Architect C. L. Vivian, and the work will be done by day labor under the direction 
of Blom LaBarr. 

A spacious porch will be added to the front of the house and the roof will be 
raised.  A large addition also will be built on the west side of the house.  When 
completed the house will contain considerable more room, and have a beautifully 
arranged dining room and a cosy den. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 20 May 1909, page 5. 
 
 

While D. N. Van Hoesen’s house at the corner of Cayuga and Mill streets is being 
rebuilt his family will occupy Mrs. Boyer’s residence, on North Geneva street. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 9 June 1909, page 3. 
 
 

The work of rebuilding the Van Hoesen residence, 402 North Cayuga street was 
begun yesterday. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 June 1909, page 6. 
 
 

BLOCK  IN  THE  HEART  OF  CITY  SOLD  FOR  $900  IN  1831. 
 

The building of an addition to the house at the corner of North Cayuga and West 
Mill streets by D. N. Van Hoesen, recalls some interesting history.  The main building 
was erected by Julius Ackley, father of A. N. Ackley, and was one of the first houses 
on that block. 
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In 1831 Mr. Ackley purchased two lots which extended from West Mill street 
nearly half way to Cascadilla, within the boundaries of Cayuga and North Geneva 
streets, for the sum of $900.  This block now contains many handsome residences 
and could not be purchased for many times that figure. 

At the present time of Mr. Ackley’s purchase, his friends are said to have 
laughed at his determination to “build down there in the swamp.” 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 18 June 1909, page 3. 
 
 

Three houses on the west side of the 400 block on North Cayuga street are 
undergoing extensive repairs, in the instance of Messrs. Van Hoesen amounting to 
rebuilding.  * * * 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 19 August 1909, page 6. 
 
 

It will take the workmen some time yet to finish the rebuilding of D. N. Van 
Hoesen’s house, at Cayuga and Mill streets, but he is compelled to remove on 
Saturday of this week from the house which he has occupied this summer.  He will 
move into rooms on the second floor of his unfinished house and have the music of 
the workmen’s tools for a fortnight or two. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 22 September 1909, page 6. 
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A-101.  C. L. Vivian, Daniel and Alice Van Hoesen residence alteration, Ithaca, New 
York (1909), exterior view from the southeast (Author, 1981). 
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1909  John P. Chacona (tenant) 
Charles Hazen Blood and Edward N. Jackson (property owner) 
alteration for restaurant (White Restaurant) in retail/office building 

(Blood-Jackson Block)—destroyed 
208 East State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

design:  Alvah B. Wood (1909) original architect 
contractor: ? (1909) 
 
 

A  NEW  RESTAURANT. 
 

John Chacona to Supply Another to State Street. 
 

John Chacona, the well-known confectioner and fruiterer, who has already three 
handsome candy stores and one neat lunch room on State street, is yet farther [sic] 
attesting his belief that Ithaca is to grown by this week beginning the transformation 
of Rapuzzi’s former store, adjoining C. J. Rumsey and Company’s, into a modern 
down-to-date restaurant.  This week will witness the tearing down and out of the 
old interior and front preparatory to their replacement by appointments and fittings 
up to Mr. Chacona’s standard. 

Mr. Chacona states that he has been pondering upon the enterprise for more than 
a year.  First of all he had to settle a doubt in his mind that the project promised 
reasonable returns upon the necessary improvement.  Since he was determined to 
make the institution creditable in every way or not enter upon the undertaking, his 
pencil told him that the expenditures would unavoidably total a considerable sum. 

Notwithstanding the several lunch wagons and lunch rooms about town and the 
excellence of Herson’s Alhambra, Mr. Chacona concluded that there was room for 
another eating place of a character varying in many ways from any now here. 

He visited New York and Buffalo and fixed upon the Childs’ style of restaurant 
as the best adapted to the conditions here and the one most likely to be welcomed to 
local favor. 

He has studiously planned every detail himself.  As in his other stores, he aims 
at spotless cleanliness and sanitary precautions.  He estimates that within a month a 
white-clad chef will be making butter-cakes in the front window so temptingly as to 
beguile passers-by into his new, white feasting room. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 26 April 1909, page 9. 
 
 

NEXT  FALL. 
 

The Projected Chacona Restaurant to Open Then. 
 

Architect Vivian has received bids from local builders upon the plans and 
specifications for the remodeling of the Blood and Jackson stores, on East State 
street.  The late A. B. Wood made the plans now entrusted to Mr. Vivian for 
supervision of execution. Bids on the work will be opened Monday. 
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These buildings are to have handsome new fronts like that of the Chacona candy 
store nearly opposite. 

Mr. Chacona said today that he expected it would be September first before his 
new “White Restaurant” would be completed and ready to open. 

He said further that while it would be patterned after the Childs’ restaurants 
now in operation in many cities, it would not be restricted to dairy lunches nor 
lighter dishes; but would supply sea foods, meats and game in season. 

In interior arrangements and appointments, he said it is his intention to make it 
an ornament and a credit to the biggest of little cities. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 May 1909, page 3. 
 
 

The new front in the John N. [sic] Chacona confectionary store has been 
completed.  The tile work in the front windows was finished last night.  The men at 
work in the front windows, placing the tile attracted much attention by the speed 
and skill with which they executed their work. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 10 September 1909, page 3. 
 
 

Chacona’s new restaurant, next to C. J. Rumsey & Co.’s hardware store, may be 
opened by the middle of October. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 18 September 1909, page 3. 
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1909  Charles Hazen Blood and Edward N. Jackson 
facade alteration to retail/office building (Blood-Jackson Block)—

extant (2013) 
208-210 East State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1909) 
status:  Ithaca Downtown Historic District, 2005 
 
 

Architect Vivian has received bids from local builders upon the plans and 
specifications for the remodeling of the Blood and Jackson stores, on East State 
street.  The late A. B. Wood made the plans now entrusted to Mr. Vivian for 
supervision of execution. Bids on the work will be opened Monday. 
 
“Next Fall,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 May 1909, page 3. 
 
 

ATTRONEY  JACKSON  IS  TO  MOVE  OFFICE 
 

Model Office Building for East State Street 
 

Although the bids for the contract on the Blood-Jackson building work are all in, 
the contract has not yet been awarded.  The owners have several small changes and 
details to be considered, and it is probable that the contract will not be awarded 
until the latter part of this week. 

The building will be known as the Blood-Jackson Block, and is located at No. 
208-210 East State street.  The entire structure will be remodeled into a modern store 
and office building.  On the first floor, the two stores will be occupied by E. S. 
Jackson, the grocer, and John P. Chacona, who will operate another restaurant.  The 
second and third floor will be built in oak, with hardwood floors.  Each floor will 
contain 4 suites of offices, making 8 suites in all. 

E. N. Jackson, the lawyer, will occupy offices on the second floor. 
The work on the building will take about three months, and will be started as 

soon as the contract is signed. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 20 May 1909, page 3. 
 
 

The entire front of the top stories of the Jackson-Blood block has been taken out, 
to be replaced by a new pressed brick front. 
 
“Terse Tales,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 1 July 1909, page 5. 
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A-102.  C. L. Vivian, Blood-Jackson Block, Ithaca, New York (1909), exterior view 
from the southwest (Author, 1981). 
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1909  Herman and Adelina Octavia (Thomson) Bergholtz 
personal residence—project? 
? East Shore Drive 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: unknown 
budget: $6,000 
 
 

BERGHOLTZ  TO  BUILD  HOMESTEAD  HERE 
 

PLANS  ORDERED  FOR  A  PLAIN,  LARGE  HOUSE. 
 

Site Chosen Among Big Elms North of Playground on Renwick Tract—Fourteen 
Feet Above Lake Level, on Virgin Soil, With Three-acre Lawn. 

 
Herman Bergholtz has commissioned Architect Vivian to prepare as soon as 

possible plans for a modest, plain, substantial, colonial, 15-room frame house, to be 
erected upon the Renwick Tract, north of the Playground. 

Mr. Bergholtz has had this project in mind for two or three years past, in 
connection with his development of the “Forty-acre Plot” into a market garden.  In 
this latter connection, under guidance of Director Bailey and Professor Tuck, he is 
finding such strong encouragement as to determine him to resume life here. 

A JOURNAL man found Mr. Bergholtz on the ground today, explaining to Mr. 
Vivian in general terms.  “The house should stand there among those immense old 
elm trees, not one of which need be sacrificed,” said Mr. Bergholtz.  “They are so 
naturally grouped and grown as to suggest and invite the building of a home under 
their long, beautiful, sheltering branches.  That one is three feet in diameter.  This one 
four, and all of them very large, as you will notice. 

“Another three or four acres must be given over to barn, hot houses, chicken 
houses, fruit trees and berry bushes.  I think $6,000 should build the house.  I would 
like the plans in time to start building in September.  The construction will be so 
simple as to be finished by next spring, so that we can then move in and occupy it. 

“Neither my family nor myself find any location we like so well as Ithaca.  In 
fact, I have retained my legal residence and voting right here continuously, although 
I removed my family here ten years ago. 

“I have been asked if I am not afraid of malaria in this location.  This land lies 
fourteen feet higher than the lake at mean level, by the actual survey of E. Kirk 
Crandall.  At one time I planned to fit over the main pavilion in Renwick Park for a 
residence.  When it is realized that Atlantic City and Chicago only 4 feet above lake 
level, there need be no fear of this elevation. 

“This has the advantage of being virgin soil.  Some sections of our city have had 
cesspools for a century.  When these improvements have been made here it will 
quickly be forgotten that this has been a wilderness.  That is history everywhere.  It is 
the intention to reserve and retain this entire ‘Forty-acre Plot’ intact, and to sell no 
part of it. 

“I have convinced myself that three-quarters of it, properly conducted as a 
garden, will handsomely maintain the other quarter as a home.  In creating such a 
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home here as I propose, I feel that I shall be adding a pronounced betterment in all 
ways to this section of the city and, in fact, to the city as a whole.” 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 2 July 1909, page 3. 
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1909  Henry L. and Ada C. Stewart 
rental house—extant (1981) 
115 DeWitt Place 
Ithaca, New York 

design:  Henry L. Stewart (1909) 
contractor: ? (1909) 
 
 

NEW  HOUSE  UNDER  WAY. 
 

The concrete foundation for the new 13-room house that is being constructed by 
Henry L. Stewart on DeWitt Place has been completed and wok on the main 
building is expected to begin in a short time. 

The house was designed by Mr. Stewart, but the plans and specifications were 
examined by Architect Vivian, under whose supervision the work is being 
conducted.  The house is to be of wood and stucco and when finished will be one of 
the most modern in that locality. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 25 September 1909, page 8. 
 
 

Henry L. Stewart, assistant superintendent of the Board of Public Works, who 
own a valuable residence on DeWitt Place, is building another house on that 
thoroughfare. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 October 1909, page 3. 
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A-103.  C. L. Vivian with Henry L. Stewart (client), H. L. Stewart house, Ithaca, 
New York (1909), exterior view from the southwest (Author, 1981). 



1148 
 

1909  Charles A. and Sarah E. Smith 
personal residence—extant (1981) 
323 North Geneva Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: H. A. Spencer (1909-10) 
J. L. Rohrer (concrete work) 

 
 

A  NEW  RESIDENCE. 
 

Workmen have started excavation for a new residence which is to be built at 323 
North Geneva street by Charles A. Smith.  Clinton L. Vivian is the architect in charge 
of the plans.  The house is to contain nine rooms.  The first story will be stucco, the 
second story of shingle finish, and the house will have an asbestos shingle roof.  The 
interior will be of hardwood finish, with hardwood floors.  Contractor H. A. Spencer 
is in charge of the work and it is said that the house will be completed in the spring. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 1 December 1909, page 3. 
 
 

J. L. Rohrer is construction concrete foundation walls for the house to be built by 
Charles A. Smith at No. 327 [sic] North Geneva street. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 17 December 1909, page 3. 
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A-104.  C. L. Vivian, Charles and Sarah Smith residence, Ithaca, New York (1909-10), 
exterior view from the southwest (Author, 1981). 
 



1150 
 

1909  Ludlowville Board of Education 
classroom addition to school building (Union Free School)—extant 

(2013); alteration/renovation for residence 
10 Old School Road 
Ludlowville, New York 

contractor: A. H. Landon (1909-10) 
Treman, King & Company, Ithaca (roofing work) 
Edwin G. Myers (plastering work) 
Sibley Drake (painting work) 
Jamieson-McKinney Company, Ithaca (heating/ventilating work) 

budget: $6,000 
 
 

A  FULL  HIGH  SCHOOL  COURSE 
 

Ludlowville Votes $3,500 For Enlargements 
 

Beginning with next year the Union Free School of Ludlowville is to provide a full 
four-year high school course, instead of the three-year course that has been given in 
the past. 

A special meeting was held last night, at which it was voted to raise the 
standard of the school and to provide the necessary funds needed for the changes.  
An addition to the present school building will be necessary, as will a number of 
alterations and the villagers voted to expend $3,500 for that purpose. 

The attitude of the people in regard to the matter was clearly shown by the votes 
cast, 81 for and 4 against the proposition.  The changes in the course will go into 
effect with the beginning of the next school year. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 8 October 1909, page 6. 
 
 

Architect Clinton L. Vivian is preparing the plans for the changes and alterations 
on the schoolhouse at Ludlowville.  The school at that place is to be made much 
larger. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 18 October 1909, page 6. 
 
 

The metallic roof is being put on the school building by Treman, King & 
Company, of Ithaca. 
 
“Ludlowville,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 11 March 1910, page 9. 
 
 

The Board of Education met on Thursday and decided upon a steam heating 
and ventilating plant for the new school annex. 
 
“Ludlowville,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 12 March 1910, page 9. 
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The Jamieson-McKinney Company, of Ithaca, is putting the heating and 
ventilating plant in the High School building. 
 
“Ludlowville,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 28 March 1910, page 9. 
 
 

Edwin G. Myers is plastering the school building. 
 
“Ludlowville,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 9 April 1910, page 9. 
 
 

At a special meeting last night it was unanimously voted to raise $2,500 to 
finish the school building. 
 
“Ludlowville,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 4 May 1910, page 9. 
 
 

The paint has arrived for the school house, and Sibley Drake is to put it on. 
 
“Ludlowville,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 14 May 1910, page 9. 
 
 

The steel ceiling is completed on the schoolhouse. 
 
“Ludlowville,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 14 May 1910, page 9. 
 
 

The interior of the School building is to be redecorated in water colors. 
 
“Ludlowville,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 18 May 1910, page 9. 
 
 

Contractor A. H. Landon has suspended work on the school building and is at 
present doing some work in Hull’s mill, Ithaca. 
 
“Ludlowville,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 21 May 1910, page 9. 
 
 

The Board of Education has purchased a quantity of seats and desks for the new 
school rooms. 
 
“Ludlowville,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 June 1910, page 9. 
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A-105.  C. L. Vivian, Union Free School addition, Ludlowville, New York (1909-10; 
altered), exterior view from the southeast (Author, 1981). 
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1909  Jacob Rothschild (President, Ithaca Business Men’s Association) 
calligraphic inscriptions on parchment scrolls presented to Jared T. 

Newman and Daniel W. Burdick—unknown 
unidentified address 
Ithaca, New York 

 
 

It took two hours to appreciatively dispose of this banquet, when after walnuts 
and wine and with cigars, a very happy feature of the exceptional occasion 
transpired.  It developed that those invited had entered thoroughly into the spirit of 
the proposed assemblage.  They had selected appropriately inscribed tokens to 
present to Messrs. Burdick and Newman and chose Messrs. St. John and E. C. 
Stewart to be spokesmen for them. 

The tokens were identical, modest mantel chime clocks, bearing suitably 
inscribed brass tablets.  A scroll of parchment bearing the autographs of the guests, 
under a terse but emphatic avowal of appreciation accompanied each token.  The 
scrolls are the work of Architect Vivian; the engraving upon brass was done by R. A. 
Heggie.  The inscription reads as follows: 

“Presented to Jared T. Newman by grateful fellow-townsmen in 
appreciation of his effective efforts for the Cayuga-Seneca Barge 
Canal. 

“December 28, 1909.” 
After the four presentation speeches and responses, consuming about an hour, 

there were five-minute talks by Mayor Horton, Charles C. Howell, Peter F. 
McAllister, Robert H. Treman, Julius M. Clapp, former Mayor George W. Miller, ex-
Judge Bradford Almy, Judge Charles H. Blood, Mynderse Van Cleef and George E. 
Priest. 
 
“Ithaca’s Canal Connection Is Jubilantly Celebrated,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 29 
December 1909, page 3. 
 
 



1154 
 

1910  Ithaca Board of Education (Frank D. Boynton, superintendent) 
classroom addition to school building (Fall Creek School)—destroyed 

(1966)/demolition 
905 North Aurora Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Spencer & Spencer (1910) 
P. M. Donahue (plumbing work) 
C. J. Rumsey & Company (heating work) 

cost:  $9,887 
 
 

Architect C. L. Vivian submitted specifications and bids for the construction of 
the proposed addition to the Fall Creek School building.  As the bids all exceeded 
the limit which the board is permitted to expend without sanction by vote of the 
taxpayers of the school district, they were all rejected and the matter was referred to 
the building committee for further consideration. 
 
“Board of Education,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 13 June 1910, page 9. 
 
 

The contracts have been awarded for the re-modeling of the Fall Creek and West 
Hill schools.  As announced by Superintendent Frank D. Boynton they are: 

Contract for the new annex to the Fall Creek school to Spencer & Spencer, 
for the general contract, $9,470. 

Contract for plumbing, P. M. Donahue, $100. 
Contract for heating, C. J. Rumsey & Co., $317. 

 
“Contracts Are Let,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 28 June 1910, page 5. 
 
 

FALL  CREEK  SCHOOL  PLANS 
 

New Addition is Well Under Way 
 

Work on the annex to the Fall Creek school is progressing rapidly and the first 
floor is expected to be completed by October 1.  The addition will not be finished 
until next year, as at the beginning of school in the fall there will not be enough of 
school in the fall there will not be enough of the small children to fill it, but by the 
following year the new rooms will be demanded. 

Superintendent Boynton has worked out the course of study in the grades 
feeding into the high school building instead of the roundabout way in which they 
now enter.  At present the East and West Hill schools are the only ones feeding 
directly into the grammar school, but when Professor Boynton gets his present 
system in working order every school in the city will feed directly to the main 
building, and the course of study in each of the subordinate schools will be the 
same. 

The annex on the Fall Creek school is being built by Spencer & Spencer and when 
completed will provide four additional rooms and will take care of the children in 
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that section of the city long into the future.  When finished it will be a ten-room 
building, besides the cloak-rooms and the teacher’s room.  The best of plumbing is 
being done and the sanitary drinking fountains are being installed. 

The work of excavation has been completed, the under-pinning is up, the first 
floor joists are in place and everything is in readiness for the erection of the brick 
walls which will be started by the masons shortly. 

When completed the annex will have a girl’s entrance on Aurora street and a 
boy’s entrance on Linn street.  There will be six grades in the school, and the 
kindergarten pupils will have to wait until October before starting, as they will be 
placed on the first floor of the new annex. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 29 July 1910, page 6. 
 
 
Additions & Alterations, Fall Creek School Building, Ithaca, N.Y.  
[set of ink-on-tracing-paper drawings] 
set includes: Basement [plan] 

First Floor [plan] 
Second Floor [plan] 
Roof Plan 
Section Looking West; S. W. Stairs 
East Elevation 
West Elevation; South Elevation 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
Additions & Alterations, Fall Creek School Building, Ithaca, N.Y.  
[set of blue-line prints] 
set includes: Basement [plan] 

First Floor [plan] 
Second Floor [plan] 
Roof Plan 
Section Looking West; S. W. Stairs 
East Elevation 
West Elevation; South Elevation 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
Specifications, Additions and Alterations, Fall Creek School House, Ithaca, N.Y. 
[14 pages of typescript, labeled set #6, specifying general construction requirements; 

pages are annotated in ink with revisions.] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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Specifications, Additions and Alterations, Fall Creek School House, Ithaca, N.Y. 
[14 pages of typescript specifying general construction requirements; typescript 

incorporates revisions from set #6.] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
The Uniform Contract:  Additions & Alterations, Fall Creek School House, Ithaca, 

N.Y. 
between: Board of Education and H. A. Spencer & T. C. Spencer 
date:  1 July 1910 
amount: $9,470.00 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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A-106.  C. L. Vivian, Fall Creek School addition, Ithaca, New York (1910; 
destroyed), construction drawing of East Elevation (courtesy, Cornell University 
Archives, 1910). 
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1910  Ithaca Board of Education (Frank D. Boynton, superintendent) 
fire escapes for school building (Ithaca High School)—destroyed 

(1912)/fire 
201-209 North Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Williams Brothers (1910) 
cost:  $500 
 
 

NEW  FIRE  ESCAPES  ON. 
 

High School Building Equipped as Law Requires. 
 

The new iron fire escapes which are being installed on the east side of the High 
School building are now nearly completed.  They were designed by Architect C. L. 
Vivian and built and put up by the Williams Brothers. 

It was necessary to erect the escapes to comply with the state law which reads 
that “any school building three stories high, must have outside fire escapes.”  It was 
really unnecessary to have these installed on the local building it was said at the 
school to-day as there is no fire in any part of the building and all the electric wires 
are enclosed in steel conduits.  There are also several inside fire escapes which are 
absolutely fire-proof and during the fire drills every student is out of the building 
and standing in the street, one minute and 35 seconds after the fire signal is given.  
But the state sent an inspector here and he thought the exterior escapes should be 
erected, and they were at a cost of about $500. 

There are two steel escapes, one leading from the second floor and the other from 
the third, which contains the commercial department.  They are good sized and have 
a spacious platform running along by the windows. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 27 July 1910, page 9. 
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1909-10 Cornell Cosmopolitan Club (building committee:  Frank L. Morse,)  
chairman; Frederick Robinson, vice-chairman; Harry Lubin, 
chairman of the board of directors; F. A. Barnes, advisor) 

chapter house—extant (2013); alteration/renovation 
301 Bryant Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 

design:  Alvah B. Wood (1909) original architect 
John A. Gurd, New York City (associate architect) 

contractor: Benjamin A. Howes, New York City (1910-11) 
cost:  $50,000 
 
 

COSMOPOLITAN  MEMBERS  WILL  HAVE  CLUBHOUSE. 
 

Ground To Be Broken in the Spring for a Structure Which Will Accommodate 
500 People on the Ground Floor. 

 
The directors of the Cosmopolitan Club have decided to build a clubhouse on 

the lot recently purchased in Bryant Park at a cost of $20,000.  The lot on which the 
house is to be erected is on the corner of Bryant Place [sic] and Harvard Avenue, 
within but five minutes of the campus.  It was purchased for $1,300. 

While the plans for the new clubhouse are not yet fully completed, it is intended 
to have a dormitory of 36 rooms which will seat 100 persons.  On the ground floor it 
is proposed to have several rooms, one of which will seat 200 people, and when all 
are thrown together by a system of sliding doors there will be room for 400 to 500 
people. 
 
Cornell Daily Sun, 29 January 1909, page 3. 
 
 

The new home of the Cosmopolitan Club will be the most important of these 
[dwellings in the Bryant Park tract].  Several of the architects have plans under 
consideration which can not be made public now. 
 
“An Active Year In Building Trades,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 6 February 1909, page 3. 
 
 

The plans of the new Cosmopolitan Club, which were drawn by Alvah B. Wood 
and were left unfinished by the death of Mr. Wood, are being carried to completion 
by Architect C. L. Vivian.  It is anticipated that the bids for the club house will be 
opened inside of a couple of weeks. 
 
“Campus Notes,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 22 April 1909, page 8. 
 
 

Club House:  4 sty. & bas., $25,000, Bryant Park.  Architect, C. L. Vivian.  
Owner, Cornell Chapter of Cornell Cosmopolitan Club, Eddy St.  Plans completed; 
architect about to call for bids.  Press brick, limestone trimmings, concrete & slag 
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roof, 2 brick skylights, struct. & orn. iron, hardwood finish, oak & composition 
floors, marble & tile work, mantels, gas & electric fixtures, 5 lavatories, 10 water 
closets, 2 bath tubs, 4 shower tubs. 
 
“Building Notes—Ithaca, N. Y.,” The American Contractor, volume XXXI, number 36 
(2 July 1910), page 63. 
 
 

Ithaca, N. Y.:  Club House; $30,000.  Architect, Clinton L. Vivian.  Owner, 
Cornell Cosmopolitan Club of Cornell University, Prof. F. K. Barnes, chm. building 
committee.  General contract let to Benj. A. Howes, New York city.  See Ithaca 
Building Notes. 
 
“Contracts Awarded,” The American Contractor, volume XXXI, number 36 (3 
September 1910), page 38. 
 
 

The Cosmopolitan Club House will be open for roomers by November 1.  The 
majority of rooms have already been leased. 
 
“Campus Notes,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 1 October 1910, page 8. 
 
 

COSMOPOLITAN  CLUBHOUSE. 
 

New Building to Be Completed Soon—Adapted to Its Use. 
 

Within less than a month the new home of the Cornell Cosmopolitan Club will be 
completed.  The heating system is the only part of the house not yet ready.  Ground 
for the new house broken during the Christmas vacation of 1909, when the national 
convention of Cosmopolitan Clubs was held at Cornell.  Work was not commenced 
on the building until late in July of this year.  The house is situated in the Bryant 
Tract, a new residence section a short distance from Dryden Road.  The building 
consists of three stories and a large basement.  The basement is at street level. 

The main purpose of the building is to furnish club rooms, an auditorium for 
meetings and dining accommodations for the club members.  The dining room, 
which is in the basement, will seat about sixty men.  At the basement level there are 
also kitchen, serving rooms and servants’ quarters and the heating and vacuum 
cleaning plants.  The building is of concrete and is practically fire-proof. 

The first floor is so arranged that it can be thrown into one large room for club 
meetings.  It will seat 400.  When not in use as an auditorium this room can be 
divided by door partitions into a number of smaller rooms available for club and 
lounging rooms. 

On the second floor are twelve rooms and a large bath room.  The third floor has 
thirteen rooms and several shower baths.  The dormitories will easily accommodate 
twenty-five men. 

The building will cost about $50,000.  The money has been raised by 
subscription of the members of the club, by bonds sold to club members and 
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business men of Ithaca and by a first mortgage to the Auburn Savings Bank.  The 
committee which has had charge of the construction of the new house and the 
financing of the project is composed of Frank Morse, chairman; Frederick Robinson, 
vice-chairman, and the following officers of the Cosmopolitan Club:  President 
Harry Eastwood ’11, of England; Harry Lubin ’08, of Russia, chairman of the board 
of directors, and Professor F. A. Barnes ’97. 
 
Cornell Alumni News, volume XIII, number 6 (2 November 1910, page 66. 
 
 

Harry F. Porter, ’05, a former member of the club, has given to the club a 
handsome tapestry brick fireplace for the living-room.  The fireplace will probably 
have on it the motto of the club, “Above All Nations Is Humanity.” 

Several men collaborated on the plans for the house.  Architect Vivian of Ithaca 
planned the interior.  Architect John A. Gurd of New York designed the exterior.  The 
construction, which was changed from brick to concrete, was in the hands of B. A. 
Howes of New York.  In order to do away with cross partitions and columns on the 
main floor, which will be used as an auditorium, a form of construction was 
resorted to that is somewhat unusual.  The ceiling of the main floor is suspended 
from the walls by trusses which are concealed in the cross partitions.  These bear the 
weight of two concrete floors and partitions and part of the weight of the heavy flat 
roof. 
 
“Gift To Cosmopolitan Club,” Cornell Alumni News, volume XIII, number 8 (16 
November 1910, page 86. 
 
 

$3,000  STILL  DUE  ON  NEW  HOUSE. 

———————— 

Club  Members  Have  but  to  Raise $2,500—Champion  High  Jumper  Presents 
Brick Fireplace. 

Former President Andrew D. White has agreed to donate to the Cosmopolitan 
Club the last $500 needed to complete the $3000 which still remains to be 
subscribed towards paying for the new club house on [the] Bryant Tract.  Every 
effort is now being made by the faculty and undergraduate members of the club to 
raise the $2,500 necessary in order to avail themselves of Dr. White’s generous offer.  
The building is now in the last stages of completion.  A portion of it will be thrown 
open for occupancy in the early part of December and the entire house will be ready 
by January. 

The club house will be absolutely fireproof.  The material of construction was at 
first planned to be brick, but the advantages of concrete over balanced the greater 
cost, and the latter was finally used.  B. A. Howes, of New York City, has had 
charge of the concrete work.  The interior has been designed by Architect C. L. Vivian 
of Ithaca, and the exterior by John A. Gurd, of New York.  In order to do away with 
the necessity of having post and columns on the main floor, which will be used as an 
assembly room, a novel form of construction has been resorted to.  Heavy trusses, 
concealed in the cross partitions, serve to suspend the ceiling of the main floor of the 
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walls, as well as to bear the weight of two concrete floors and part of the weight of 
the roof.  A massive tapestry brick fireplace has been presented by Harry F. Porter, 
’05, a former member.  Inscribed on the face of the tiles will be the club’s motto, 
“Above all nations is humanity.” 

In harmony with the general policy of expansion followed by the club, a new 
ruling with regard to membership has been made.  Hereafter, any Cornell alumnus, 
desiring to enroll himself as a non-resident member may do so after securing the 
endorsement of two undergraduate members to his application.  By this rule, any 
graduate, in any country of the world, may enter his name upon the roster of the 
Cornell Cosmopolitan Club by having his proposal card, which may be obtained 
from the corresponding secretary at Ithaca, singed by two resident members. 
 
Cornell Daily Sun, 17 November 1910, page 1. 
 
 

UNION  MASONS  GO  ON  STRIKE 
 

Object to Employment of an Italian Laborer 
 

Five union masons, who have been employed in building the Cosmopolitan 
Clubhouse on the Bryant Tract, struck Saturday afternoon when, as they claim, an 
Italian laborer started to do masonry work.  The men claim that the contractor, 
Benjamin H. House [sic], of New York, is trying to force an “open shop” on them 
and they took their tools and left the job at once.  They will hold a special meeting 
this evening in Grand Army Hall to consider the matter. 

The superintendent in charge of the job states that he had two men who were not 
union masons working as cement finishers, and that they were not infringing on the 
masons wish to come back to-morrow morning, he will let them.  Should they chose 
[sic] to stay out, he will get other men to take their places. 

The union carpenters who have been working on the building are still at work, as 
the masons are not affiliated with any central body. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 9 January 1911, page 6. 
 
 
Cosmopolitan Club as it Will Appear When Completed 
[presentation drawing of the exterior from the southwest] 
 
published: “$3,000 Still Due On New House,” Cornell Daily Sun, 17 November  

1910, page 1. 
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A-107.  C. L. Vivian with John A. Gurd, Cornell Cosmopolitan Club chapter     
house, Ithaca, New York (1900-11; altered), exterior view from the southwest 
(Author, 1981). 
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1910  Alice L. Dodd and Mary A. Dodd 
George J. Dodd (client representative) 
rental duplex—extant (1981) 
214/216 East Lincoln (Railroad) Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: William E. Lamkin (1910) 
 
 

The Misses Dodd have removed a house that stood on the corner of Tioga street 
and Railroad avenue to a lot on the Bergholtz tract and where it formerly stood they 
will erect a handsome two-family dwelling, the first story to be of stucco and the 
second of shingles.  The plans have been drawn by Architect Clinton L. Vivian and 
the building is to be constructed by Contractor William E. Lamkin.  George J. Dodd 
will superintend the rebuilding of the old dwelling as well as the work of the new 
structure. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 19 July 1910, page 3. 
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A-108.  C. L. Vivian, Alice and Mary Dodd rental duplex, Ithaca, New York (1910), 
exterior view from the southeast (Author, 1981). 
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1909-10 Banking House of O. G. and D. C. Wheeler (James K. Wheeler,  
Trumansburg) 

bank building—extant (2013); addition (1916); resurfaced; entrance 
addition 

8391 Main Street 
Interlaken, New York 

contractor: Ithaca Construction Company, Ithaca (1910-11) 
 
 

O. G. and D. C. Wheeler & Company, bankers, have purchased the W. E. 
Peterson property directly across Main street from the present bank and will take 
possession April 1, 1910.  A state bank will be built on the site where Mr. Peterson 
now lives. 
 
“Interlaken,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 14 August 1909, page 9. 
 
 

* * *  C. L. Vivian is preparing plans for several out-of-town jobs, one of them 
being the new bank building in Interlaken. 
 
“Building Records May All Be Broken,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 4 March 1910, page 3. 
 
 

The contract for the new bank building of O. G. and D. C. Wheeler, to be erected 
on Main street, in this village, has been let to Ithaca parties, and work is to 
commence in the very near future. 
 
“Interlaken,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 29 August 1910, page 9. 
 
 

Interlaken, N. Y.—Bank Building; 2 st. & bas., 24x35, Interlaken, N. Y.  
Architect, Clinton L. Vivian.  Owner, O. G. & D. C. Wheeler, bankers, Interlaken.  
General contract let to Ithaca Construction Co., Ithaca.  See Ithaca, Building Notes. 
 
“Bank Buildings—Contracts Awarded,” The American Contractor, volume XXXI, 
number 36 (3 September 1910), page 37. 
 
 

Bank Building:  2 st. & bas., 24x35, Interlaken, N. Y.  Architect, Clinton L. 
Vivian, 12- [East] State st.  Owner, O. G. & D. C. Wheeler, Bankers, Interlaken.  
General contract let to Ithaca Constr. Co., Plain st.  Work not started. 
 
“Ithaca—Building Notes,” The American Contractor, volume XXXI, number 36 (3 
September 1910), page 64. 
 
 

The Ithaca Construction company is pushing the work on the new bank building, 
on Main street, having already started on the brick tile work. 
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“Interlaken,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 October 1910, page 9. 
 
 

Work on the new bank building of the banking house of O. G. and D. C. Wheeler, 
and the cement walk, have been completed, and the building will be ready to occupy 
this week.  It is a handsome affair, and adds greatly to the appearance of Main 
street. 
 
“Interlaken,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 16 May 1911, page 9. 
 
 

The banking firm of O. G. and D. C. Wheeler moved into heir new building on 
Main street last week, and was opened up for business Monday morning, May 22.  
The new building stands on the lot where for many years stood the residence of W. 
E. Peterson, one of Interlaken’s thriving merchants, and is practically fire-proof 
structure of concrete and brick, reinforced with steel, two stories and basement, 
heated by steam, lighted by electricity and equipped with every modern convenience 
for that line of business.  The vault is probably one of the strongest in this section, 
built of concrete and re-inforced steel bars, lined with steel, [a] large Mosler safe 
within, time locks throughout and is practically burglar proof.  In the vault is a 
series of private steel boxes for rental to customers. 
 
“Interlaken,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 29 May 1911, page 9. 
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A-109.  C. L. Vivian, Wheeler bank building, Interlaken, New York (1909-11; 
altered), west facade (Author, 1981). 
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1910  Edward McNally (start); Elizabeth & Margaret McNally (completion) 
personal residence—extant (2013); addition (1970s); renovation 

(2005-06) 
945 East State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

builder: ? (1910) 
 
 
Property Information 
 
Near Cornell University 
945 East State Street 
Ithaca, NY 
 
Price:  $219,900 
 
Bedrooms:  4 
 
Bathrooms:  2 
 
Square Feet:  1,850 
 
Lot Description/Acreage:  60 feet x 256 feet 
 
Year Built:  1910 
 
Architect/Builder:  C. L. Vivian 
 
Architectural Style:  Eclectic Houses (1880-1940) 
 
Property History 
 
Clinton Loop Vivian was Ithaca’s premier architect in the Colonial Revival style, 
Vivian (1861-1930) was the architect for many residences in Ithaca, Trumansburg, 
and Cayuga Heights, New York, and in New Haven, Connecticut.  He also designed 
many Ithaca commercial and academic buildings.  Vivian was active in local civic 
affairs and served as the first City of Ithaca Building Commissioner (1909-1912) 
and as City Assessor (1918-1921).  945 East State Street is a relatively modest 
project for C. L. Vivian.  It was commissioned by Edward McNally, who was 
coachman to Cornell University President Jacob Gould Schurman.  McNally died 
during construction, but his young daughters Elizabeth and Margaret completed the 
project and lived in the house for many decades, Margaret until her death in 1967. 
 
Property Description 
 
This East Hill home displays aspects of the late Victorian, Colonial Revival, and 
Craftsman styles.  Its most prominent element is the gracious entrance porch, which 
features wide eave overhangs, brackets, and diagonal railing supports.  The 
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cladding is shingle and stucco.  The house is topped by a handsome roof with four 
gables.  The interior features American chestnut trim and built-ins, which include 
dining room cabinets reinstalled from an Edwardian butler’s pantry (removed for 
the construction of a second bathroom).  A 1970s addition, completely renovated in 
2005-06, adds considerable square footage to the home without detracting from its 
characteristic exterior. 

Last Updated:  December 7, 2006 
 
http://www.preservationdirectory.com/HistoricRealEstate/PropertyDetail.aspx?id
=306, accessed 19 March 2007. 
 
 
David-- 
 
The History Center (formerly DeWitt Historical Society, of which I was the director 
for eleven years) has a copy of your thesis and this house is not in it.  The current 
owner (seller) donated the original contract and other documents to the History 
Center several years ago and she alerted me to the fact that Vivian designed the 
house.  I think it must be the most modest one her did! 
 
Thanks for getting in touch.  Are you still in the Northwest? 
 
Margaret Hobbie [e-mail sent to the author on 21 March 2007.] 
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A-110. C. L. Vivian, Edward McNally residence, Ithaca, New York (1910; altered), 
exterior view from the north (courtesy, Tompkins County Department of 
Assessments, unknown date). 
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1910  Frank David and Jane W. Boynton 
personal residence—unbuilt project 
? [Cornell Heights] 
Ithaca, New York 

budget: $10,000 
 
 

Residence:  2½ sty., 35x50, $10,000, Cornell Heights, Ithaca.  Architect, Clinton 
L. Vivian, 120 State st.  Owner, Prof. F. D. Boynton, care Cornell University [sic].  
Plans [are] in progress; architect will call for figures about Sept. 30.  Stucco over 
hollow tile, oak & chestnut finish, hardwood floors, 2 tile baths, 2 special designed 
mantels, electric fixtures, lavatories, water closets, [and] bath tubs [are specified]. 
 
“Ithaca, N. Y.,” The American Contractor, volume XXXI, number 36 (3 September 
1910), page 64. 
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1910  William Albert and Mae Riley 
personal residence—extant (2013) 
205 Fairmount Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Clarence J. Swartwood (1910-11) 
Dean & Mitchell (steam heating & plumbing work) 

cost:  $6,000 
 
 

Residence:  2½ sty., 32x42, $6,000, Bryant Park, Ithaca.  Architect, Clinton L. 
Vivian, 120 E. State st.  Owner, Prof. W. A. Riley, care Cornell University.  General 
contract let to Clarence Swartwood.  Steam heating & plumbing to Dean & Mitchell. 
 
“Contracts Awarded,” The American Contractor, volume XXXI, number 36 (3 
September 1910), page 64. 
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A-111. C. L. Vivian, William and Mae Riley residence, Ithaca, New York (1910-11), 
exterior view from the northwest (courtesy, Tompkins County Department of 
Assessments, unknown date). 
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1911  unidentified client  
business building—unknown 
unidentified address 
Ithaca, New York 

 
 

Clinton L. Vivian says that in all probability plans for a new business block in the 
business section will be drawn by him but he is not prepared to make authoritative 
statement concerning the deal.  * * * 
 
“Building Boom Is Already Under Way,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 6 March 1910, page 3. 
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1910-11 Sarah A. Bush (Mrs. Charles A. Bush, owner) 
Grant McDonald (proprietor) 
addition to hotel building (Clinton House)—unbuilt project 
upgrade of mechanical systems in hotel building (Clinton House)—

extant? (2013); renovation 
116-118 East Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Davis-Brown Electric Company (1911) electrical work 
Jamieson & McKinney Company (1911) plumbing/heating work 

budget: $25,000 (for additions to hotel building) 
status:  National Register of Historic Places, 1972 

Clinton Block Historic District, 1972/1980 
Historic American Building Survey, No. NY-5723, 1982/1983 
Ithaca Downtown Historic District, 2005 

 
 

TO  BUILD  ADDITION  TO  CLINTON  HOUSE 
 

EXTENSIVE  ALTERATIONS  TO  BE  MADE  AT  ONCE. 
 

Forty-two   New   Rooms   to   be   Added   and   Equipped   With   All   Modern 
Conveniences—Plans Have Been Accepted and Bids Will Be Asked For. 

 
Specifications for the erection of a four-story brick addition to the Clinton House 

were approved to-day by the owner, Mrs. Sarah A. Bush, at the offices of Architect 
Clinton L. Vivian.  The new building and other improvements included in the plans 
will cost, it is estimated, over $25,000. 

The brick building will be erected on the Seneca street lot, at present unoccupied.  
Work will be commenced as soon as terms can be agreed upon.  The first floor of the 
new building will contain a new dining room which will be ten feet longer than the 
present dining room and practically of the same width. 

The three stories above the new dining room will contain thirty rooms, all 
equipped with the latest improvements, such as electric lights, baths, telephone, etc.  
The building will be connected with the present structure by two large arches at each 
end.  Between the two buildings there will be an eight-foot court thus affording 
plenty of light for the rooms in the old building. 

Both sides of the two dining rooms, new and old, will consist of large plate glass 
windows.  The present kitchen attached to the west end of the main building is to be 
torn down and a new one built which will support twelve rooms.  Thus the complete 
alterations allow for a total of forty-two new rooms. 

The new dining room will be conducted on the American plan for guests of the 
hotel and the usual number of transients.  As soon as the kitchen is built the present 
dining room will be made into a grill and private dining rooms.  This will be 
conducted on the European plan, as Mrs. Bush realized that the large number of 
automobile parties and similar transients demand it. 

Besides adding the new building Mrs. Bush will also make extensive 
improvements in the present building.  All rooms, which are now equipped the gas 
will be wired for electric lights.  Baths will be added and telephones installed. 
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The new building will occupy all of the Seneca street lot.  It will extend to the 
fence past which an alley now runs at the west end.  Mrs. Bush’s apartments at the 
east end will be separated by a six-foot court.  She will have three extra windows 
built in the Seneca street wall of her apartments. 

The butler’s pantry will be situated between the new kitchen and the new dining 
room.  The arch at the west end will be used for service and the arch at the east end 
will be the dining room.  In the basement of the new building stores will be built and 
rented. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 12 September 1910, page 8. 
 
 

CLINTON  HOUSE  ADDITION. 
 

Bids for Improvements Will Soon be Asked For. 
 

Within a few days, it was announced today, bids for the new Clinton House 
addition will be advertised.  The plans and specifications have been completed and 
will be submitted to the contracts [sic].  The contract for placing electric lights and 
running water service in all the present rooms of the hotel, not thus equipped, will be 
awarded inside of a few days also. 

It is indicated that work of building the Seneca street addition will be 
commenced with the erection of the new kitchen. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 6 April 1911, page 6. 
 
 

Mrs. Sarah M. [sic] Bush has let a contract to the Davis-Brown Electric company, 
for the wiring in the new addition on the Clinton House which will be built this 
summer. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 19 April 1911, page 3. 
 
 

Mrs. Sarah M. [sic] Bush is to place electric lights in the upper floors of the 
Clinton House and has let the contract to the Davis-Brown Electric company.  The 
plans for the new addition are progressing rapidly. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 20 April 1911, page 3. 
 
 

Mrs. Sarah A. Bush has awarded the contract for equipping 42 rooms in the 
present Clinton House with hot and cold water to the Jamieson & McKinney 
company. 
 
“Terse Tales,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 26 April 1911, page 9. 
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1910-11 Ithaca Board of Education (Frank D. Boynton, superintendent) 
interior finishing of addition to school building (Fall Creek School)—

destroyed (1966)/demolition 
905 North Aurora Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Spencer & Spencer (1911) 
P. M. Donahue (plumbing work) 
[C. J. Rumsey & Company? (heating work); see 1910 project] 

cost:  $3,757 
 
 
Gentlemen of the Board of Education: 

Your building committee would respectfully submit for your consideration the 
following recommendations for improvements, repairs and extension of our school 
plan, the same to be done during the summer vacation: 

1.  That a chemical laboratory be constructed be constructed out 
of the south half of the third floor of the Buffalo street annex. 

2.  That the hallways of the new Fall Creek annex, the remaining 
room on the first floor, the principal’s office, the toilet room on the 
first floor and the stairways leading to the second floor, be finished 
during the coming year. 

3.  That electric lights, hot water and sanitary drinking fountains, 
be installed at the Fall Creek school during the summer. 

4.  That the coal bins be changed or enlarged in such a manner as 
to make it possible for the delivery of coal to be placed as near the 
furnaces as possible and in sufficiently large quantities to last the 
entire year at Fall Creek school, the same being necessary in the old 
building because of the two annexes which have been erected since its 
completion. 

 
“Board of Education,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 9 June 1911, page 5. 
 
 

The greatest amount of work has been done at the Fall Creek school.  Here one 
more room has been finished together with the principal’s office and the hall rooms 
in the second annex.  A manual training department has been constructed here 
during the summer, this being the introduction of this line of work outside of the 
High school. 

There will be eight teachers at Fall Creek this year.  The building has been 
equipped with electric lights and hot and cold water.  The installation of the sanitary 
fountains at the north end of the school marks the completion of this project which 
was started when the new South Hill building was constructed.  Every public school 
in the city is now equipped with the sanitary drinking fountains, hot and cold water 
and electric lights. 
 
“Schools All Ready For Another Year,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 26 August 1911, page 6. 
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Plans of Additions & Alterations, Fall Creek School Building, Ithaca, N. Y. 
[set, labeled #9, of ink-on-tracing-paper drawings] 
set includes: Basement Alterations [plan, sections] 

Addition to First Floor Boys’ Lavatory North Side [plan, interior 
elevations, section] 

North Entrance, First Floor [plan, interior elevation, section]; 
Music, Doctor Nurse, Dental Nurse, Rest & Faculty Room 
[plan] 

Addition to S. Side of Chimney [plan, sections] 
New Boiler and Piping Plan 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
The Uniform Contract:  Plumbing Work, Additions & Alterations, Fall Creek School 

Bldg. 
between: Board of Education and Spencer & Spencer 
date:  25 July 1911 
amount: $3,422.00 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
The Uniform Contract:  Plumbing Work, Additions & Alterations, Fall Creek School 

Bldg. 
between: Board of Education and P. M. Donahue 
date:  25 July 1911 
amount: $335.00 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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A-112.  C. L. Vivian, Fall Creek School interior finishing, Ithaca, New York (1910-11; 
destroyed), construction drawing of New Boiler and Piping Plan (courtesy, Cornell 
University Archives, 1911). 
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1911  Ithaca Board of Education (Frank D. Boynton, superintendent) 
renovation for chemical laboratory in school building (Ithaca High 

School)—destroyed (1912)/fire 
201-209 North Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: C. J. Swartwood (1911) 
Jamieson & McKinney Company (plumbing/heating work) 

cost:  $896 
 
 
Gentlemen of the Board of Education: 

Your building committee would respectfully submit for your consideration the 
following recommendations for improvements, repairs and extension of our school 
plan, the same to be done during the summer vacation: 

1.  That a chemical laboratory be constructed be constructed out 
of the south half of the third floor of the Buffalo street annex. 

 
“Board of Education,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 9 June 1911, page 5. 
 
 

The High school building has been re-decorated throughout.  A chemical 
laboratory has been built over the North study hall similar to the biological 
laboratory made over the South study hall a few years ago.  The electric light system 
has been extended and prismatic glass windows placed in the sloyd [sic] 
department.  * * * 
 
“Schools All Ready For Another Year,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 26 August 1911, page 6. 
 
 
Finishing of Light Shaft over North Study Hall, High School Building, Ithaca, N.Y. 
[blue-line print] 
print includes: Plan; Section; Supply R. [interior elevation] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
Specifications, North Study Hall, Ithaca High School Building 
[2 pages of typescript specifying general construction requirements] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
The Uniform Contract:  Additions & Alterations, Ithaca High School Building 
between: Board of Education and C. J. Swartwood 
date:  12 August 1911 
amount: $726.00 
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Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
The Uniform Contract:  New Room over North Study, Plumbing & Heating 
between: Board of Education and Jamieson & McKinney 
date:  22 August 1911 
amount: $170.00 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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A-113. C. L. Vivian, Ithaca High School chemical laboratory addition, Ithaca, New 
York (1911; destroyed), construction print of section and interior elevation (courtesy, 
Cornell University Archives, 1911). 
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1911  Fred H. Atwater 
reconstruction of retail grocery store—destroyed 
109-113 East State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Driscoll Brothers & Company (1911) 
Davis-Brown Electric Company (electrical work) 

 
 

COLONIAL  BUILDING  TO  BE  REMODELED 
 

NEW  ATWATER  GROCERY  WILL  BE  CONSIDERABLY  LARGER. 
 

Bakery Will be on Top Floor and Greatly Enlarged by an Addition Another 
Oven—Offices Will be on Ground Floor. 

 
When the Colonial building, in which F. H. Atwater has conducted his grocery 

business for the past year, is rebuilt, it will be considerably enlarged for the 
convenience of Mr. Atwater. 

Two stories will be added to the rear of the building over the space formerly 
occupied by the shipping room.  The first floor over the shipping room, will be used 
for storage and the top floor will hereafter be used for the bakery, instead of the 
basement.  The shipping room will be ten feet wider also. 

Mr. Atwater has ordered a new baking oven which will be installed in this 
present location at the corner of Tioga and Seneca streets next Wednesday.  When 
the new building is completed and the old oven is in shape to run, the new one will 
be removed to the Colonial building, giving twice the capacity to the bakery end of 
the business. 

More room for storage will be provided in the remodeled building; and the center 
show cases in the main store will be done away with, the bake-stuffs being placed in 
cases on the left side front of the new store. 

The new stairway will be on the outside, back of the building and the offices will 
be located in what is now an alleyway behind the Morrissey news stand.  It is 
thought this arrangement will give better light for the office and refrigerator 
department. 

The salvage is fast being taken out of the ruins and it is expected the contractors 
will have the building in readiness within three months. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 1 June 1911, page 6. 
 
 

REPAIR  WORK  PROGRESSING. 
 

The contracting firm of Driscoll Brothers & Company now has the steel work on 
the Colonial building installed up to the roof.  The roof will be on this week and the 
interior finish will commence. 

The Knights of Columbus are to occupy the third floor, the rooms formerly used 
by the Federal Telephone Company. 
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Ithaca Daily Journal, 2 August 1911, page 3. 
 
 

NEARING  COMPLETION. 
 

Enlarged Colonial Building to be Slow Burning. 
 

Masons are now applying a specially prepared plaster to the iron columns and 
girders which, resting on brick piers, support the floors of the rebuilt Colonial 
building.  There is an air space left between the iron and plaster. 

It has been repeatedly demonstrated that iron or steel construction so treated 
will not “buckle” under fire test.  There was danger that the iron supporters would 
yield at the recent fire in this structure because of their lack of protection.  The rear 
main column narrowly survived the strain. 

The floor timbers used in the reconstruction are mostly of Southern pine, grown 
since the Civil war.  Contrary to general belief these are slow burning, except in a 
conflagration.  Ordinary interior fires affect them but little, the builders say. 

Davis & Brown have almost entirely completed the electric wiring of the 
building.  The erection of the refrigerators and finishing and furnishing of the 
enlarged store will probably require four or five weeks yet.  Mr. Atwater will 
presumably, if all goes well, resume possession the middle of September or a week 
later. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 13 August 1911, page 3. 
 
 

NEW  CASES  RECEIVED 
 

F. H. Atwater’s Store Nearing Completion. 
 

The new oak showcases for the F. H. Atwater store in the Colonial building are 
being placed in position and the interior of the new store is being rapidly finished. 

When completed Mr. Atwater will have one of the finest retail shipping rooms in 
the country.  By the new arrangement the drivers will receive their baskets from a 
table through the rear of the store.  This will prevent the usual confusion of clerks 
and give much more room for the shipping clerks. 

The store will contain a cold air cooling system and cold storage for perishable 
goods.  These fixtures are expected daily.  The elevator to the second-floor store 
room has not yet been put in place, but it is expected in a few days. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 29 August 1911, page 5. 
 
 

BACK  AT  HIS  OLD  STAND 
 

Grocer Atwater is Again in New Store. 
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The new Atwater store in the Colonial building was opened to the public again 
this morning and presents a neat appearance.  The new cold storage department, 
with a system of cold air through the showcases, is a feature. 

The shipping room is also a model of convenience, there being plenty of room for 
the shipping clerks and the drivers have their windows in the rear through which 
their baskets are passed. 

The fruit department of the new store is in the center with the vegetables in the 
windows.  On the east side of the store are the bakegoods with E. A. Wilcox in 
charge, assisted by Nellie Fallon and Nellie Rundle, and the meat and butter 
department in charge of Ira Smith. 

Mr. Atwater’s assistants in other departments are:  floor manager, Stephen Job; 
shipping clerk, Carl Brown; receiving clerk, Wilson Van Order; bookkeeper, Fred Van 
Pelt; Mrs. R. W. Buck is in charge of telephone trade, drivers and collection 
department; Miss Josephine Downing is in charge of files; Miss Alice Frawley in 
charge of general ledger. 

The arranging and decorating was in charge of Walter Payne. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 18 September 1911, page 3. 
 
 
Commercial: 

Ithaca, Atwater Grocery, W. State St. [sic] 
 
“C. L. Vivian:  Projects attributed and constructed,” no date. 
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A-114.  C. L. Vivian, Fred H. Atwood grocery store reconstruction, Ithaca, New York 
(1911; destroyed), interior view of store (courtesy, DeWitt Historical Society [now 
The History Center], #N3.1341). 
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1906-11 New York & Pennsylvania Telephone & Telegraph Company (H. F. 
Stevens, General Manager) 

addition of second story to telephone exchange building—unbuilt 
project 

121 West State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

 
 

Plans have been drawn for an additional story for the Bell telephone exchange.  
They are now being examined by the officials of the company, and if accepted, as 
they are expected to be, the work of enlarging the building will be stated [sic] within 
a few weeks.  When the edifice was erected it was constructed with the view of 
adding another story when the business of the company should require it, and the 
officers say that that time has now arrived. 
 
“Terse Tales,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 2 April 1906, page 5. 
 
 

BELL  COMPANY  WILL ADD  A  THIRD  STORY. 
 

Telephone Wires to be Moved From the Cellar. 
 

It has been definitely decided by the officials of the Bell Telephone company, to 
build a third story to their West State street building in this city. 

This project has been contemplated for more than a year but conclusion to 
proceed has been arrived at only recently. 

It is reported that wires and appliances now in the basement of the present 
structure will be removed to this third story, for which plans are ready, and bids are 
soon to be asked.  Driscoll Brothers & Company erected the present building. 

Report that this additional space is sought to permit the occupancy of the first 
floor front by the Western Union Telegraph company cannot be confirmed or denied 
by the local employes [sic], who profess to have no knowledge of the intentions of 
either company, and say that these are known only to the general officers at 
headquarters. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 17 July 1911, page 6. 
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1911  Ithaca Gas Light Company and Ithaca Electric Light & Power 
Company (Thomas W. Summers, manager) 

alteration of office building—unbuilt project 
123 South Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

 
 

CORNER  IMPROVEMENT. 
 

Gas Company Offices Will be Modernized at Once. 
 

Local Manager Thomas W. Summers has been directed by his supervisors in 
New York to radically modernize the offices of the Gas and Electric light companies 
at the corner of Cayuga and Green streets, with all reasonable expedition. 

Architect Clinton L. Vivian has made a sketch of a new front and roof treatment 
in colonial style, which is quite attractive.  It shows an entrance flanked by two very 
large plate glass windows.  Only one step projects upon the sidewalk, the other three 
rising within the doorway.  There is a third large window on the Green street corner. 

The interior arrangement is the result of much study by both Mr. Summers and 
Mr. Vivian.  It is to afford better working facilities and more conveniences to the 
clerical force. Only the first story and front are to be rebuilt.  The exterior of the two 
present upper stories will not be materially varied. 

Mr. Summers sent the sketches to New York today and should these be 
approved, working plans will be quickly forthcoming.  It is intended to have the 
building completed before cold weather comes. 

When the handsome new electric light metal poles and globes were put on the 
curb, they illuminated and put to such disadvantage the venerable wooden 
structure that the contrast offended. 

If Mr. Vivian’s sketch is accepted and acted upon, an emphatic betterment in 
appearance of an old-time corner will elicit deserved compliments. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 29 July 1911, page 6. 
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1908-11 The Biggs Company (William P. Biggs) 
retail/apartment building—extant (2013); renovation; entrance 

canopy removal (1980) 
9 West Main Street 
Trumansburg, New York 

contractor: ? (1910) initial foundation work 
? (1911-12) replace foundations/construct superstructure 

 
 

It is the intention of the Biggs Company to build on the vacant lot west of their 
present store [during] the coming season. 
 
“Trumansburg,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 10 January 1908, page 7. 
 
 

* * *  Mr. Vivian will be engaged this spring chiefly on repair work, but several 
new houses are also under way, and plans being prepared for others.  The sketches 
for the Biggs brothers’ [sic] business block in Trumansburg are now out. 
 
“Work on Chi Psi Will Start in May,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 28 March 1908, page 6. 
 
 

The Biggs Company is building a new store house. 
 
“Trumansburg,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 2 November 1910, page 9. 
 
 

Building operations have been commenced on the new Biggs Block to be 
constructed in the space left vacant by the big fire here in 1896.  The building up of 
this space will be a great improvement in Trumansburg’s business section. 
 
“Trumansburg,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 16 November 1910, page 9. 
 
 

Work on the Biggs block has stopped until warmer weather. 
 
“Trumansburg,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 5 December 1910, page 7. 
 
 

Architect Vivian is soon to invite estimates upon the brick block to be erected by 
William P. Biggs in the center of Trumansburg’s business section.  The concrete 
foundation piers were placed for this building so late last fall that they suffered 
from frosts.  There are to be stores with apartments above. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 17 August 1911, page 3. 
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A force of men are at work laying the foundation for the new store which the 
Biggs Hardware Company are to build this fall. 
 
“Trumansburg,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 3 October 1911, page 9. 
 
 

Work on the new store of the Biggs Co. is progressing so rapidly that it is 
thought the firm will be settled in their new quarters before April first. 
 
“Trumansburg,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 7 December 1911, page 9. 
 
 

The large plate glass windows have been placed in the store of the Biggs 
company’s new building making one of the most attractive store fronts in this 
locality. 
 
“Trumansburg,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 19 January 1912, page 9. 
 
 

The Biggs Co. are moving into their new store. 
 
“Trumansburg,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 12 April 1912, page 7. 
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A-115.  C. L. Vivian, The Biggs Company building, Trumansburg, New York   
(1908-12; altered), exterior view from the north (Author, 1981). 
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1912  Edward Guild Wyckoff 
attributed alterations/relocation of carriage house for conversion to apartment  

building (Heights Court)—extant (2013) 
110 Heights Court [originally located at 11? Lodge Way] 
Ithaca, New York 

builder: T. C. Spencer (1912) 
 
 

Included in additional possibilities, the erection of a modern apartment house is 
contemplated.  There is a growing demand for desirable rental property in the 
Heights section and Mr. Wyckoff aims to supply what the public requires in his 
bailiwick. 
 
“To Add New Street To Cornell Heights,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 25 April 1912, page 
7. 
 
 

A seven flat building is being constructed on the site formerly occupied [sic] by 
E. G. Wyckoff’s barn on Cornell Heights.  The work is being done by T. C. Spencer, . . 
. 
 
“Terse City News,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 29 July 1912, page 7. 
 
 
[Note:  For additional information regarding this work, see pages 522-524.] 
 

 
 



1194 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A-116.  C. L. Vivian (attributed), Heights Court apartment building, Ithaca, New 
York (1912), exterior detail of main entrance (Author, 1981). 
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1912  Board of Public Works, City of Ithaca 
storage vault addition to city hall—destroyed (1965)/demolition 
201 North Tioga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: William E. Sager (1912-13) 
cost:  $2,700 
 
 

Bids for the new two-story extension at City Hall will be opened at the regular 
meeting of the Board of Public Works in City Hall on Wednesday afternoon at 4 
o’clock.  Architect C. L. Vivian, who drew the plans for the addition, reports that he 
has received a number of bids on the work. 

A contract will be awarded tomorrow to the lowest bidder.  The extension will be 
built at the north wall of City Hall and will be used mainly for the protection of 
municipal records.  The decision to build such an extension was made after City 
Clerk Kerr reported several months ago that thousands of city records were 
improperly protected and were in danger of destruction should a serious fire break 
out at City Hall. 
  
“Bids On Extension Opened Tomorrow,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 13 August 1912, page 
3. 
 
 

W. E. Sager was the lowest bidder for the City Hall extension, the bids for which 
were opened at a meeting of the Board of Public Works on Wednesday afternoon.  
His estimate was $2,070.50.  The bids were referred to the building committee with 
power to confer with the Common Council regarding awarding the contract to Mr. 
Sager. 

Other bids for the two-story extension were:  H. A. Spencer, $2,170; Ithaca 
Contracting Company, $2,350; Pritchard & Lyon, $2,710.  The new extension will 
serve partly to protect municipal records at City Hall. 

Commissioner Smith reported that battleship linoleum would be placed on the 
floor of the City Clerk’s chambers at City Hall in connection with the improvements 
that are to be made there. 
  
“Receive Bids For New Cement Vault For City Records,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 15 
August 1912, page 6. 
 
 

COMPLETION  OF  CITY  HALL  ANNEX  NEARLY  AT  HAND. 
 

Safety  Deposit  Vault  Will  Soon  Be  Ready  to  Receive  Valuable  Documents 
Belonging to Ithaca—Built Fireproof. 

 
The new two-story safety deposit addition at City Hall is fast nearing 

completion.  Contractor W. E. Sager has completed the exterior of the building and a 
force of workmen are now working on the interior. 
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City Clerk W. O. Kerr expects to occupy the building in about two months.  The 
building itself will cost $2,700 and will have to be furnished.  Many persons who 
have noticed the building from Tioga street have though that it was an addition to 
the police station. 

This impression is created because the annex windows are iron-barred and gives 
the building a prison-like appearance.  But the city did not erect the annex for 
appearance and it is expected, when completed, to prove a valuable addition. 

To Store City Papers. 
A majority of the papers of the City of Ithaca together with hundreds of 

valuable maps will be stored in the annex, which has been constructed along strictly 
fireproof lines.  City Clerk Kerr will also place his voluminous card index system in 
the new building. 

City officials for many years have been haunted by the fear that if City Hall 
burned all of the valuable documents in City Clerk Kerr’s office would be destroyed 
and could never be replaced.  For this reason the Common Council was urged to 
erect a fireproof building to protect the city records from possible destruction. 

Improves Property. 
The appropriation was forthcoming and work was begun three months ago.  The 

new building is on the north side.  It will have no entrance from Tioga street but the 
door leading into it will be from the Common Council chambers in City Clerk Kerr’s 
quarters. 

The space between City Hall and City Hall Annex on Tioga street has been 
materially improved by the erection of the annex.  A portion of the yard has been 
cemented and a brick gateway has been placed at the entrance to the stables of the 
City Hall fire companies. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 18 November 1912, page 7. 
 
 
Additions and Alterations—City Hall, Ithaca, N. Y. 
[group of blue-line drawings] 
group includes: [site and main floor plan] 

Tioga St. [elevation]; Second Fl. [plan]; North [elevation] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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A-117.  C. L. Vivian, Ithaca City Hall vault addition, Ithaca, New York (1912-13; 
destroyed), construction print of Tioga Street elevation/Second Floor plan/North 
elevation (courtesy, Cornell University Archives, 1912). 
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1913  Charles Clinton and Eleanor G. (Hankins) Garrett 
personal/rental duplex—extant (2013) 
210 Willard Way Loop 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Charles J. Swartwood (1913-14) 
cost:  $35,000 
 
 

Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Fybush have moved into their new house on Willard avenue 
[sic]. 
 
“Personals,” The Ithaca Journal, 28 August 1914, page 3. 
 
 
Plans of Double House for C. C. Garrett, Ithaca, N.Y. 
[set of ink-on-tracing-paper drawings] 
set includes: Basement [plan] 

First Floor [plan] 
Second Floor [plan] 
Roof Plan 
South Elevation 
East Elevation; West Elevation 
North Elevation 
[section through] Living Rm., Hall, Dining Rm., Pantry; miscellaneous 

interior elevations 
Hall Looking West; Dining Rm. Looking West; Vestibule Door; 

[miscellaneous interior elevations] 
 
Collection of Helen (Garrett) Sigler, 36 Sheraton Drive, Ithaca, New York. 
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A-118.  C. L. Vivian, Charles and Eleanor Garrett duplex, Ithaca, New York (1913-
14), construction drawing of South Elevation (courtesy, Helen (Garrett) Sigler, ca. 
1913). 
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1914  County of Tompkins 
renovation of county courthouse—unknown 
121 East Court (Mill) Street 
Ithaca, New York 

builders: Fred A. Cornelius & Company (1925) 
Williams Electric Company (1914) light fixtures 
Davis Brown Electric Company (1914) electric wiring/lights 

cost:  $819.60 
 
 

Your Committee on County Officers and Compensation reports that the several 
claims listed below are in all respects in proper form for audit and allowance by this 
Board, that each of the said claims in the opinion of your Committee is a just and 
legal charge against the County of Tompkins, to the amount indicated in the column 
headed “Allowed”, and your Committee therefore recommends that each of said 
claims be audited at the amount so indicated. 
 
7 P. M. Donohue Court House Supplies 6.65 6.65 
* * * 
8 S. R. Tisdell Supervisors Room Fixing locks, etc. 8.55 8.55 
* * * 
6 Driscoll Bros. & Co. Court House Labor & Material 2.81 2.81 
* * * 
145 Jameson [sic] & McKinney Clerk’s Office Labor 5.55 5.55 
147 Driscoll Bros. & Co. Clerk’s Office Labor & Material 5.98 5.98 
148 Driscoll Bros. & Co. Surrogate’s Office Labor & Material 7.41 7.41 
149 City of Ithaca County Clerk Water 23.00 23.00 
* * * 
150 City of Ithaca Court House Water 63.83 63.83 
154 Empire St. Htg. Co. Court House Shades 37.05 37.05 
* * * 
151 A. E. Chipman Court House Material & Labor 11.75 11.75 
* * * 
201 Williams Electric Co. Co. Clerk’ Office Material & Labor 1.47 1.47 
200 Williams Electric Co. Court House Lamp & Lab., 7.45 7.45 
   Mr. Cole 
* * * 
236 Davis Brown Electric Co. Co. Clerk Installing switch 0.90 0.90 
237 Davis Brown Electric Co. Co. Clerk 2 Mazda Lamps 7.20 7.20 
238 Davis Brown Electric Co. Court House Repairing lights 1.83 1.83 
240 Davis Brown Electric Co. County Clerk Repairing switch 1.65 1.65 
* * * 
259 Jas. Hillick & Co. Clerk’s Office Labor 2.25 2.25 
* * * 
247 H. J. Bool & Co. Supervisor Desk Paper Holder 1.30 1.30 
* * * 
249 Treman, King & Co. Supervisor Keys, locks, etc. 8.75 8.75 
* * * 
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255 Wm. E. Lamkin Supervisor Work doors &  
   windows 3.60 3.60 
262 Treman, King & Co. Supervisor Supplies 0.80 0.80 
* * * 
* * * 
243 C. L. Vivian Ct. House & Co. Clk. 5% on labor 40.98 40.98 
   & material 
 
“Report of Committee on County Officers and Compensation [16 December 1914],” 
Proceedings of the Board of Supervisors of Tompkins County, New York (Ithaca, N. Y.:  
The Atkinson Press), 1915, pages 113 and 114. 
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1914  County of Tompkins 
renovation for county tuberculosis hospital—destroyed 
ice house for county tuberculosis hospital—destroyed 
? George Road (south side of Taughannock gorge) 
Trumansburg, New York 

builders: DeVere Fish (1914) chimney 
H. M. Swick (1914) chimney 
James R. Waring (1914) painting 
Stover Hardware Company (1914) repairs 

cost:  $658.43 
 
 

Dr. Townsend made a report on the fire at the Tuberculosis Hospital. 
By Mr. Hine: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Charities have full power to make whatever 

changes are necessary relative to the chimney at the Hospital. 
Seconded by Mr. Evans and carried. 

 
“Monday, March 9th, 1914.  Morning Session,” Proceedings of the Board of Supervisors 
of Tompkins County, New York (Ithaca, N. Y.:  The Atkinson Press), 1915, page 3. 
 
 

Your Committee on Charities reports that the several claims listed below are in 
all respects in proper form for audit and allowance by this Board, that each of the 
said claims in the opinion of your committee is a just and legal charge against the 
County of Tompkins, to the amount indicated in the columns headed “Allowed”, 
and our committee therefore recommends that each of said claims be audited at the 
amount so indicated. 
 
24 DeVere Fish Tuberculosis Hospital Chimney 84.00 84.00 
25 H. M. Swick Tuberculosis Hospital Chimney 52.50 52.50 
* * * 
169 James R. Waring Tuberculosis Hospital Painting 365.00 365.00 
* * * 
199 Stover Hardware Co. Tuberculosis Hospital Repairs 6.93 6.93 
244 C. L. Vivian Tuberculosis Hospital Plans, etc. 50.00 50.00 
 
“Report of Committee on Charities [18 December 1914],” Proceedings of the Board of 
Supervisors of Tompkins County, New York (Washington, D. C.:  National Park Service, 
U.S. Department of the Interior), 1915, pages 115 and 116. 
 
 
Tuberculosis Hospital construction, ice house . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $150.00 
 
Proceedings of the Board of Supervisors of Tompkins County, New York (Ithaca, N. Y.:  
The Atkinson Press), 1915, page 134. 
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In January, 1912, they had become interested in the proposal to have a 
Tompkins County Tuberculosis Hospital and gave to the county land and buildings 
on the south side of Taughannock Falls ravine known as the Meany property for that 
purpose.  This property is now held by the county subject to a reservation that if it 
ceases to be used as a hospital its ownership shall revert to Tompkins County to be 
used for recreational purposes, otherwise to the donors.  This property is on the 
south side of the famous Taughannock Falls State Park, the grandest park in the 
Finger Lakes region. 
 
“Robert H. Treman,” in Harry R. Melone, History of Central New York (Indianapolis, 
Ind.:  Historical Publishing Company), 1932, Volume 2, page 581. 
 
 

The next public health war was against tuberculosis [TB] and in 1911 the 
Tuberculosis Association, a private organization, was founded.  A farm was rented 
for the children of TB families during the summer and to strengthen their condition.  
In 1915 a new building designed to accommodate about thirty children and named 
the Cayuga Preventorium was constructed northwest of Ithaca to continue the 
program.  Today it has become a nature center.  The  county remodeled an old hotel 
on the south side of Taughannock gorge for the care of about thirty TB patients, and 
this facility continued as the Tompkins County Tuberculosis Hospital until New 
York State opened the Hermann F. Biggs Memorial Hospital in 1935. 
 
Jane Marsh Dieckmann, A Short History of Tompkins County (Ithaca, N. Y.:  DeWitt 
Historical Society of Tompkins County) 1986, page 144. 
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ca. 1914 Newman & Blood (Jared T. Newman, Charles H. Blood, developer); 
attributed Beverly T. Galloway (tenant) 

speculative house—extant (2013); entrance alteration and addition 
506 Highland Road 
Cayuga Heights, New York 

landscape: Harold A. Caparn, New York City (1902-03) 
builder: ? (ca. 1914) 
cost:  $10,000 
 
 

H. A. Caparn of New York City, the landscape architect under whose advice 
most of the roads recently laid out on the Heights were planned, is in the icty laying 
out the grounds about the residence of J. T. Newman and on the plot of Charles H. 
Blood, on Cayuga Heights. 
 
“Terse Tales,” Ithaca Daily Journal, 13 November 1903, page 7. 
 
 

C.  H.  BLOOD  BUYS  GALLOWAY  HOUSE 
 

Charles H. Blood has purchased from Newman and Blood the residence on 
Highland avenue [sic] which was formerly occupied by Dean [Beverly T.] Galloway 
of the College of Agriculture.  Newman and Blood built the house especially for 
Dean Galloway who was to have purchased it if he remained in Ithaca. 

Mr. Blood will move from his residence at Buffalo street and Fountain place 
within a few weeks.  He said this morning that his purchase of the Highland avenue 
property will not deter him from building on the knoll near the home of Jared T. 
Newman on Cayuga Heights at a later date.  Mr. Blood said that the house at 
Buffalo and Fountain place which was built by his father and in which he has lived 
for many years will be offered for sale. 
 
The Ithaca Journal, 6 November 1916, page 3. 
 
 

Finally, Blood built his [sic] own residence in Cayuga Heights at 508 Highland 
Rd. and Newman and Blood separated their land holdings.  Newman really 
pressured his partner to forsake his comfortable villa on Buffalo St., so close to 
town, for the ‘out-back’ of the Heights.  Perhaps his wife did not want to move 
because her activities would be restricted.  In fact, Newman may have loaned Blood 
$10,000 to build the house which was recovered when Blood sold his house in 1920. 
 
Carol U. Sisler, Enterprising Families, Ithaca, New York:  Their Houses and Businesses 
(Ithaca, N. Y.:  Enterprise Publishing), 1986, page 110. 
 
 
[Note: For additional information regarding this work, see pages 548-549.] 
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A-119. C. L. Vivian (attributed), Newman & Blood house/Beverly T. Galloway 
residence, Cayuga Heights, New York (ca. 1914; altered), exterior view from the 
southeast (Author, 1981). 
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1915  Alpha Gamma Rho fraternity 
alteration and addition for chapter house—destroyed (?)/demolition 
203 Highland Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (ca. 1915) 
 
 

AG  FRATERNITY  BUYS  HOME  ON  HEIGHTS 
 

Attorney Henry C. Baldwin, acting for the Zeta Chapter of the Alpha Gamma 
Rho fraternity, has purchased the property at No. 203 Highland avenue, Cornell 
Heights of Professor I. Madison Bentley, a former Cornell faculty member, and now 
of the University of Illinois.  The fraternity, which is now located at 409 Dryden 
Road and is composed of students of the State College of Agriculture. 

Plans have been prepared for remodeling the house into a fraternity house, and 
these alterations will be started at once, that the house many be occupied at the 
opening of the fall university term.  The changes in the building include the erection 
of a 30-foot wing on the north end of the house. 
 
The Ithaca Journal, 8 April 1915, page 5. 
 
 
untitled 
[group of ink-on-tracing-paper drawings] 
group includes: Basement [plan] 

First Floor [plan] 
Second Floor [plan] 
North Elevation 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
untitled 
[group of ink-on-tracing-paper drawings] 
group includes: Basement [plan] 

First Floor [plan] 
Second Floor [plan] 
Third Floor [plan] 
West Elevation 
South Elevation 
East Elevation 
North Elevation 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 



1207 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A-120.  C. L. Vivian, Alpha Gamma Rho chapter house addition, Ithaca, New York     
(1915; destroyed), construction drawing of North Elevation (courtesy, Cornell 
University Archives, 1915). 
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ca. 1915 Joseph C. and Bertha K. Fybush 
greenhouse addition to duplex residence—destroyed 

(1940s)/demolition 
210 Willard Way Loop 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (ca. 1915) 
 
 
[Note: For a additional information regarding this work, see page 571.] 
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1916  Walter H. and Julia Mary Paine 
personal residence—extant (2013); resurfaced/rear addition 
213 Bryant Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1916) 
Frank H. Higgins (plumbing work) 
Stewart F. McCann (electrical work) 

cost:  $5,000 
 
 

Res.:  $5,000, 2½ sty., 28x30, Bryant Tract, Ithaca.  Architect, C. V. [sic] Vivian, 
120 E. State st.  Owner, W. H. Paine, buyer, 100 E. State st.  Frame, metal lath under 
stucco.  General contr., mas. & carp. let to Frank H. Haffins [sic], 311 E. State st.  
Elec. wiring to S. F. McCann, 12 Third st. 
 
“Contracts Awarded,” The American Contractor, volume XXXVII, number 24 (3 June 
1916), page 75. 
 
 
Higgins Frank H, 311 E State 
 
“Plumbers, Steam and Gas Fitters,” in M. P. Goodhue, compiler, Norton & Goodhue’s 
Ithaca City Directory, for 1915-16 (Ithaca, N. Y.:  Norton Printing Company), 1915, 
page 431. 
 
 
McCann, Stewart F, electrical contractor, h 115 Cook 
 
M. P. Goodhue, compiler, Norton & Goodhue’s Ithaca City Directory, for 1919-20 
(Ithaca, N. Y.:  Norton Printing Company), 1919, page 201. 
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A-121. C. L. Vivian, Walter and Julia Paine residence, Ithaca, New York (1916), 
exterior view from the southeast (courtesy, Tompkins County Department of 
Assessments, unknown date). 
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1916  Ithaca Board of Education (Frank D. Boynton, superintendent) 
classroom addition to school building (South Hill School)—extant 

(2013); renovation (1978-79) 
110 Columbia Street (also 507 Turner Street) 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Sager & Nelson (1916) 
Frank H. Higgins (heating work) 

cost:  $6,000 
status:  Ithaca City Landmark, 1977 
 
 

It was decided to consult with the architect of the South Hill School regarding 
the enlargement of that school house, so as to provide necessary room for pupils.  It 
is proposed to have two additional rooms.  At present the building is overcrowded, 
two teachers having to teach in one room in which there are 74 pupils. 
 
“Summer School of Commerce to Be Held Here,” The Ithaca Journal, 8 March 1916, 
page 3. 
 
 

TWO  ROOM  ADDITION  TO  SOUTH  HILL SCHOOL 
 

Plans for Accommodating 84 More Pupils Presented—Cost $6,000. 
 

Preliminary plans for the construction of a $6,000 addition on [the] South Hill 
School were presented to the Board of Education last night by Architect Clinton L. 
Vivian.  Two new rooms are to be built to accommodate forty-two pupils each. 

Final decision as to whether the new addition should be built during the coming 
summer was reserved but it is expected the work will begin in early June and be 
completed by the opening of school next September. 

Because of the ever growing registration in the Ithaca public schools a similar 
addition was last year erected on the East Hill School but this has been insufficient 
to care for the increased number of pupils.  The two new rooms on the South Hill 
School would provide for the increase of the next few years, it is thought. 

According to the preliminary plans the new section will be two stories in height, 
one room to each story and will be erected on the northeast corner of the present 
building.  The $6,000 estimate includes construction and heating—everything but 
equipment. 
 
The Ithaca Journal, 5 April 1916, page 3. 
 
 

Bids for the new addition to be constructed on the South Hill School will be 
received by the Building Committee of the Board of Education between now and the 
June meeting.  The committee was given full authorization to proceeded with the 
bids and construction last night, so that the work might be completed before the 
opening of school next September. 



1212 
 

During the last year the capacity of South Hill School has been taxed to the limit, 
while all of the other schools have been too crowded to handle the overflow.  A year 
ago a similar addition was constructed on [the] East Hill School. 
 
“School Addition Ready by September,” The Ithaca Journal, 3 May 1916, page 3. 
 
 

Ithaca, N. Y.—School (add. 2 rms.):  $6,000, 2 sty., 24x30.  Architect, Clinton L. 
Vivian, 308 W. Green st.  Owner, B. of E., F. D. Boynton, secy., High school, taking 
bids. 
 
“Schools and Colleges,” The American Contractor, volume XXXVII, number 26 (17 
June 1916), page 28. 
 
 

School (add. 2 rms.):  $6,000, 2 sty., 24x30, South Hill School, Ithaca.  Architect, 
Clinton L. Vivian, 308 W. Green st.  Owner, B. of E., F. D. Boynton, secy., High 
school, taking bids.  Brk., struct. iron. 
 
“Ithaca, N. Y.,” The American Contractor, volume XXXVII, number 26 (17 June 1916), 
page 71. 
 
 
South Hill School, Ithaca, N. Y. 
[blue-line print, dated 22 July 1916; printed is signed:  “Sager & Nelson per/W. E. 

Sager” and “F. H. Higgins”] 
print includes: Foundation Plan 
 
Collection of the Ithaca City School District, 400 Lake Street, Ithaca, New York. 
 
 
Additions & Alterations, South Hill School, Ithaca, N. Y. 
[set of blue-line prints] 
set includes: Foundation [plan] 

First Floor [plan] 
Second Floor [plan] 
Roof Plan 
East Elevation; Entrance Door South Side 
North Elevation 
Section Looking East; [miscellaneous interior elevations] 

 
Collection of the Ithaca City School District, 400 Lake Street, Ithaca, New York. 
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A-122.  C. L. Vivian, South Hill School addition, Ithaca, New York (1916), 
construction print of East Elevation (courtesy, Cornell Ithaca City School District, 
1916). 
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ca. 1916 Banking House of O. G. and D. C. Wheeler (James K. Wheeler,  
attributed  Trumansburg) 

addition to bank building—extant (2013); resurfaced; entrance 
addition 

8391 Main Street 
Interlaken, New York 

contractor: ? (1916) 
 
 
The addition on the south side was made in 1916. 
 
Marjorie Hermanson, “Building-Structure Inventory Form:  First National Bank of 
Waterloo-Interlaken Branch,” May 1979. 
 
 
[Note: For additional information regarding this work, see pages 181-183.] 
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A-123.  C. L. Vivian (attributed), Wheeler bank building addition, Interlaken, New 
York (1916; altered), exterior view from the southwest (Author, 1981). 
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1917  City of Ithaca (Frederick E. Bates, mayor; William Marshall, chief of  
   police; W. O. Kerr, city clerk) 

city jail addition and renovation (Ithaca City Hall)—destroyed 
(1965)/demolition 

201 North Tioga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Driscoll Brothers & Company (1917-18) 
cost:  $2,000 
 
 

Ithaca, N. Y.—Jail (add.):  $2,000.  1 sty. 15x15.  Archt. C. L. Vivian, State st.  
Owner, City of Ithaca, W. O. Kerr, clk., City Hall.  Gen. contr. let to Driscoll Bros. & 
Co., 155 St. Aurora st. 
 
“Ithaca N. Y.,” The American Contractor, volume XXXVIII, number 20 (19 May 1917), 
page 54. 
 
 

TOMPKKINS  COUNTY 
CITY  JAIL—ITHACA 

Inspected February 19, 1917.  Frederick E. Bates, mayor; William Marshall, chief 
of police. 

The State Commission of Prisons on January 2, 1917, ordered the city jail closed 
and the order become effective April 9, 1917.  Since the order was issued the city 
authorities have submitted plans providing for additional facilities.  By direction of 
the Commission I visited Ithaca on February 19th and conferred with W. O. Kerr, 
city clerk, B. T. Baker, city attorney, and C. L. Vivian, architect, relative to the 
proposed plans. 

The present jail has but two cells.  It is proposed to install new cells in a room 
adjoining the present cell room and construct an additional room for the detention of 
women and juveniles.  The plans as submitted show two cells, but as the room is 13 
ft. 2 in. wide and 16 ft. 8 in. long, with a 9 ft. ceiling, it would be possible to install 
three steel cells 5 ft. wide by 7 ft. long by 7 ft. high, properly equipped with toilet 
and lavatory.  The backs, tops and fronts of these cells should be barred, as it would 
be necessary to install them with the backs toward the four windows.  This 
arrangement would give them light and ventilation.  A grating and barred door 
should separate this room for the old cell room which it is proposed to use for 
lodgers. 

The proposed room for women and juveniles would be about the same 
dimensions as the one described and would have four windows, two on one side 
and two on one end, affording ample light and ventilation.  It would be equipped 
with toilet, lavatory and cot beds. 

At the present time the city has an arrangement with the county authorities 
whereby women and juveniles are detained in the county jail nearby.  A matron is 
employed jointly by the city and county.  Arrests of women in this city are 
infrequent.  The records of the police department show that but fourteen were taken 
into custody during year 1916, not all of whom were locked up.  Of the 66 males 
and 14 females arrested during the year but 10 were juvenile delinquents.  The police 
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authorities contend, therefore, that much of the time the proposed room for women 
and juveniles would not be needed for their detention and when no such prisoners 
are in custody could be used for the better class of male prisoners.  They assert that 
under ordinary conditions the proposed facilities would be adequate and that in 
case of emergency the county jail could be used.  For instance, there were 63 arrests 
for violation of the traffic laws, most of whom either gave half or were given a 
hearing forthwith. 

The number of arrests for the year was as follows:  January, 52; February, 44; 
March, 46; April, 51; May, 64; June, 47; July, 54; August, 62; September, 83; 
October, 60; November, 62; December, 50.  There were 113 lodgers. 

I inquired as to whether it would be possible to erect a second story on the 
proposed new building, but was informed that this would cover a window in the 
city clerk’s office and obstruct the light. 

The Commission at its meeting in March, 1916, adopted a resolution 
recommending to the city authorities that suitable quarters be provided outside the 
county jail for the detention of juvenile delinquents. 

To improve the city jail as proposed would be but a temporary expedient.  The 
city needs a new city hall, which when constructed would include an adequate city 
jail.  The village of Ithaca was incorporated in 1821 and the city officials stated that 
a project is under way to celebrate the one hundredth anniversary of the event by the 
erection of a new municipal building.  They further stated they believed the finances 
of the city would be in condition at that time to carry out such a project. 

Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) JOHN  F.  TREMAN, 

Secretary. 
 

CITY  JAIL—ITHACA 
TOMPKINS  COUNTY 

Inspected November 27, 1917.  Frederick E. Bates, mayor; William Marshall, 
chief of police. 

The number of the police force of the city is 10.  The population of the city is 
about 17,000; in addition, there are about 5,000 students in the college and an 
aviation camp of 700. 

This jail has recently been remodeled and enlarged.  There are three rooms, two 
for prisoners, and one for lodgers.  All the rooms have concrete floors, electric light 
and steam heat.  The new addition consists of a one-story building having an interior 
room about 13 by 15 ft. with a 9-foot ceiling, and contains four windows, each 2 ft. 
6 in. by 3 ft. 2 in., equipped with non-transparent glass.  It has been furnished with 
two new steel cells, each 5 by 7 by 7 feet.  Each cell has a one-piece toilet, and 
folding bunk furnished with mattress and blankets.  The cells have open fronts, tops 
and rears made of round bars set on 4½ centers.  The ceiling of this room is 
plastered on wire lath and the roof is tin.  Stationary wash basins for the cells were 
ordered and received but were not the kind wanted; they were returned but the 
others have not yet been received.  The plumbing has been carried so far as possible 
and the toilets will be installed when received. 

The second room for prisoners is the one constructed some few years ago but not 
furnished.  It is a good-sized room, well lighted with four windows, each 2 ft. 6 in. 
by 3 ft. 2 in., and has a concrete ceiling, the room above being the city vault.  This 
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room has been furnished with three new cells the same as heretofore described.  They 
have been set with the backs about 18 inches from the wall, leaving a small utility 
corridor and there is also rooms at one side for an entrance to this corridor.  The 
windows are behind and partly above the cells.  Each bunk is furnished with 
mattress and blanket.  The wash basins are yet to be installed for reasons stated. 

The third room is the old cell room, fitted up for lodgers.  The two cells have 
been removed and four folding steel bunks installed with some blankets; it has a 
metal ceiling, toilet and wash basin.  It is not proposed to use any of these rooms for 
women but to continue to send them to the county jail. 

These improvements make this a very satisfactory jail and it is apparently of 
sufficient capacity to care for all prisoners likely to be in custody. 

The total number of arrests for the last month was 15 which, however, was a 
considerable reduction from the usual number.  The chief stated that previous to 
last month number had averaged about 30 a month.  There have not been many 
judges so far this year:  there were 3 in August, 4 in September, 7 in October, and 14 
in November to the day of inspection. 

Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) GEO. McLAUGHLIN, 

Chief Inspector. 
 
Twenty-Third Annual Report of the State Commission of Prisons (Albany, N. Y.:  New 
York State Commission of Prisons), 1918, pages 328-330. 
 
 

ENGINEERING  FILE 
 

FILE NO.  1069_     INDEX NAME    Buildings, City Jail 
 
DATE                FIELD BOOK & PAGE  ENGINEER   Vivian______ 
 
KIND OF RECORD & HOW FILED     white [blue-line] print ___________________         
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF WORK AND REMARKS      Addition  and  alterations  to__ 
City  Jail______________________________________________________________ 
 
SCALE OF MAP________   CROSS INDEX TO        Jail______________ 
 
Collection of the City of Ithaca:  City Engineer File No. 1069. 
 
 
[Note: Drawings for this project were not found and may no longer exist, 

particularly since the building has been destroyed.] 
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1917  Henry Steele and Agnes Evelyn (Kouwenhoven) Bartow, Flushing,  
New York 

summer residence—unknown 
Sheldrake Springs 
Sheldrake, New York 

contractor: Davenport & Son, Trumansburg (1917) 
Frank H. Higgins, Ithaca (plumbing/heating work) 
H. Stone, Trumansburg (electrical work) 

cost:  $7,000 
 
 

Summer Res.:  $7,000.  2-½ sty. 31x39.  Sheldrake Springs, N. Y.  Archt. C. L. 
Vivian, 120 E. State st., Ithaca.  Owner, Henry Steel [sic] Bartow, 233 Lincoln st.  
Gen. contr. let to Davenport & Son, Trumansburg, N. Y.  Plmg. to F. H. Higgins, 311 
E. State st., Ithaca, N. Y. 
 
“Ithaca N. Y.,” The American Contractor, volume XXXVIII, number 17 (28 April 
1917), page 44. 
 
 

Summer Res.:  $7,000.  2-½ sty. 31x39.  Sheldrake Springs, N. Y.  Archt. C. L. 
Vivian, 120 E. State st., Ithaca.  Owner, Henry Steel [sic] Bartow, 233 Lincoln st.  
Bldr., Davenport & Son, Trumansburg, N. Y.  Elec. work let to H. Stone, 
Trumansburg. 
 
“Ithaca N. Y.,” The American Contractor, volume XXXVIII, number 19 (12 May 1917), 
page 42. 
 
 

Mrs.  Henry  Bartow 
INTERLAKEN — News has been received of the death of Mrs. Henry Steele 

Bartow, 95, Interlaken, formerly of Flushing in Montreal while visiting her daughter, 
Mrs. Phillip [sic] Cumyn.  Mrs. Bartow was a direct lineal descendant of one of the 
earliest Dutch settlers in America. 

Bartow was the widow of the late Henry Steele Bartow formerly of the New York 
Trust Co. and a great grandson of Francis Scott Key. 

Survivors are her daughter, Mrs. Phillip Cumyn of Montreal, a son, Francis K. 
Bartow, Interlaken, [and] a sister, Mrs. Alexander Scott Williams of New York City. 

Funeral services were recently held at the Dutch Reformed Flushing.  Burial was 
in Cypress Hills Cemetery, Long Island. 
 
“Geneva, Area Deaths,” The Geneva Times, 3 January 1964, page 5. 
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1916-17 First Methodist-Episcopal Church Society (Rev. Richards, pastor;  
George Livermore, President, Board of Trustees) 

church parsonage—extant (2013); sun porch enclosure 
208 East Court (Mill) Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Edward Sprigg (1917-18) 
P. Donahue (plumbing wiring) 
Forest City Plumbing Company (heating wiring) 
Williams Electric Company (electrical wiring) 

cost:  $8,000 
 
 

New Parsonage 
 

At the last meeting of the Official Board, Mr. George Livermore was appointed a 
Committee to get a plan of a suitable house with blue print sketches and 
specifications, drawn by a competent architect in town, to be submitted to the 
Church. 

It is expected that such plan will be ready for inspection by the members of the 
Church and congregation in a few days. 
 
The Church Helper, volume 27, number 7 (March 1916), pager 26. 
 
 

The New Parsonage 
 

The plans for the new Parsonage are on exhibition in the main vestibule of the 
Church.  We wish all of our people would study them carefully, and if anyone can 
suggest any alterations or modifications, which would make the house more 
convenient or comfortable, the Building Committee would greatly welcome such 
suggestions.  We are anxious that it be a model of all that a modern Parsonage 
should be, a house that shall match our beautiful, commodious, and convenient 
Church.  Subscriptions are now being taken.  Already over two hundred have been 
subscribed. 

We are anxious to secure three hundred shares before the people go away for 
their summer vacation.  Subscription cards may be obtained from the pastor, Mr. R. 
C. Osborn, Mr. George Livermore, or any member of the Building Committee, who 
will also be glad to receive subscriptions. 

The Building Committee is composed of the Trustees of the Church, who are as 
follows:  Geo. Livermore, R. C. Osborn, Geo. W. Frost, H. S. Jacoby, C. D. Bouton, F. 
D. Boynton, V. A. Moore, A. C. White. 
 
The Church Helper, volume 27, number 10 (June 1916), pager 38. 
 
 

Parsonage:  $8,000.  2-½ sty. 35x58.  Mill st.  Archt. C. L. Vivian, 120 E. State 
st.  Owner, M. E. Church, Rev. Mr. Richards, Mill st.  Gen. contr. let to Edw. Sprigg, 
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Ithaca.  Plmg. to P. Donahue, 211 N. Aurora st.  Elec. work to Williams Elec. Co., 
Realty bldg. 
 
“Ithaca N. Y.,” The American Contractor, volume XXXVIII, number 17 (28 April 
1917), page 44. 
 
 

THE  NEW  PARSONAGE 
 

Work has begun on the new parsonage, and it is hope to have it completed in six 
months.  The Treasurer of the “New Parsonage Fund” would be glad if all who have 
pledged toward that fund will pay in as large an amount as possible of their 
pledges between now and the middle of the month, as money will now have to be 
paid out in increasingly large amounts as the work progresses.  Make checks 
payable to George W. Frost, and mark them “New Parsonage Fund.” 
 
The Church Helper, volume 28, number 8 (May 1917), pager 32. 
 
 

Parsonage:  $8,000.  2-½ sty. 35x58.  Mill st.  Archt. C. L. Vivian,120 E. State st.  
Owner, M. E. Church, Rev. Mr. Richards, Mill st.  Bldr., Edw. Sprague, Ithaca.  Htg. 
let to Forest City Plumbing Co., 213 E. Seneca st. 
 
“Ithaca N. Y.,” The American Contractor, volume XXXVIII, number 19 (12 May 1917), 
page 42. 
 
 

THE  NEW  PARSONAGE 
 

Work on the new Parsonage has been delayed owing to he failure of the 
manufacturer to obtain cars to ship the bricks that were ordered.  We are glad to 
announce, however, that in a very few days now, it is expected that work will be 
resumed, and under the energetic direction of Mr. Edward Sprigg, the contractor, the 
work will go forward uninterruptedly, until the building is completed. 
 
The Church Helper, volume 28, number 11 (August 1917), pager 41. 
 
 

THE  NEW  PARSONAGE 
 

The beautiful, commodious and convenient new parsonage to the west of the 
Church on Mill Street (208 East Mill Street) now houses the pastor and his family, 
where they will be glad to meet and greet the members and friends of the Church at 
all times.  The dedication of the new parsonage and house-warming occurred on 
Thursday last, May 2nd, and took the form of a reception tendered the members of 
the Church and congregation by Rev. and Mrs. Richards, and their daughter, Dorrice. 
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All afternoon and evening a stream of people were made welcome to the new 
home of the pastor, and took great pleasure going through its spacious rooms and 
inspecting the modern convenient with which it is replete. 

During the evening Mr. George Livermore, President of the Board of Trustees, 
after a brief speech of introduction by Mr. Clinton D. Bouton, presented the 
Parsonage to the Society, in a short but felicitous address, which was responded to 
by the pastor, after which all joined in singing “Blest be the tie that binds.” 

First Church is certainly to be congratulated on the successful erection of the 
most beautiful and commodious parsonage in the Conference. 
 
The Church Helper, volume 29, number 8 (May 1918), pager 29. 
 
 
Plans for First-M-E-Parsonage, Ithaca, N. Y. 
[set of ink-on-tracing-paper drawings] 
set includes: Basement Plan 

First Floor [plan] 
Second Floor [plan] 
Attic & Roof [plan] 
Front [south] Elevation 
East Elevation 
North Elevation 
West Elevation 
Section through Stairs Looking North; Stairs Looking West 
Study; Study Door to Hall; Living Rm. Looking East; Opening 

From Living Rm. To Hall; Section 
[miscellaneous interior section] 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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A-124.  C. L. Vivian, First Methodist-Episcopal parsonage, Ithaca, New York (1916-
18), construction drawing of Front [south] Elevation (courtesy, Cornell University 
Archives, ca. 1917). 
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1917  Edward Guild and Edith T. (Clymer) Wyckoff 
 addition/alteration to personal residence—destroyed (ca. 1964) 

312 Thurston Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: unknown, this work may not have gone forward to construction. 
budget: $5,000 

 
 

Res. (alt. & add.):  $5,000.  2-½ sty.  20x23.  Cornell Heights.  Archt. C. L. 
Vivian, State st.  Owner, W. [sic] G. Wyckoff, 312 Thruston av.  Frame, clapboards, 
shingle rfg.  Plans drawn. 
 
“Ithaca, N. Y.,” The American Contractor, volume XXXVIII, number 22 (2 June 1917), 
page 50. 
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1917  John C. McCrea 
renovation of upper three stories of commercial building for 

apartments (now the Grant Block) for apartments—unknown 
108-114 East State Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Clarence J. Swartwood (1917) 
Treman, King & Company (sheet metal work) 
Frank H. Higgins (plumbing/heating work) 
Simons Electric Company (electrical work) 

cost:  $10,000 
status: Ithaca Downtown Historic District, 2005 
 
 

ITHACA, N. Y. 
Store & Flat Bldg. (3 fam.; rem.):  $10,000.  State st.  Archt. C. L. Vivian, State 

st.  Owner, John C. McCrea, 110 E. State st.  Gen. contr. let to C. J. Swartwood.  
Plmg. & htg. to Frank H. Higgins, 311 E. State st.  Elec. work to Simons Elec. Co.  
Rfg. & sheet metal work to Treman King [and] Co, 101-103 E. State st. 
 
“Building and Construction News,” The American Contractor, volume XXXVIII, 
number 29 (21 July 1917), page 44. 
 
 

Grant Block (also known as the Floros Block) (1851).  108-114 E. State.  The 
first building on this site was Grant’s Coffee House, built in 1811 as a tavern and 
operated by Jesse Grant and his son.  Although twice destroyed by fire, it was 
rebuilt each time.  Grant’s served as the village hall, voting place, and council 
chamber combined when the village and town of Ithaca were incorporated in 1821.  
In fact, every municipal officer of the years 1821-1832 was elected there.  About that 
time, Grant and Company stage coach lines had its office there too.  The Catskill 
turnpike, which reached Ithaca in 1808, ran down State Street on its way from the 
Hudson River to Bath.) 

From the 1920s to the 1930s Peter Floros operated his candy-making and 
confectionary store in this building.  Another well-known business was A. H. Platt 
and Company, a cigar manufacturer that had its beginnings in 1863 and occupied 
all four floors of one section in the 1880s.  It employed 40 cigar-makers at one time, 
and produced such famous brands as “Ultimatum,” “La Pluma,” and Our Club 
Rooms.”  Other businesses included White and Burdick’s drugstore (1870s—1890s), 
Chipman’s furniture store (1890s—1920s), and the Normandie Restaurant (1940s 
and 1950s). 
 
Daniel R. Snodderly, Ithaca and Its Past:  The History and Architecture of the 
Downtown (Ithaca, N. Y.:  DeWitt Historical Society of Tompkins County), pages 
34-35. 
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1917  Edward Guild and Edith T. (Clymer) Wyckoff 
attributed personal residence—extant (2013); alteration 

410 Thurston Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1917-24?) 
 
 

THE  LETTER 
 
To the Honorable Board of Supervisors of Tompkins County, N. Y. 
 

“I desire to your attention to the fact that one of our coming war needs is not 
being provided for and has not so far as I know, even been mentioned, except as I 
have called attention to it recently.  I refer to the need for a war hospital for 
Tompkins County boys who are to invalided home, when, for various causes, they 
will be no longer fit for service, but, having done their duty in the service of our 
country to the honor and glory of themselves, their home community and our flag, 
should be generously taken care of during convalescence. 

“It may be that the expense of maintenance of such an institution might properly 
be undertaken by the country, but that is a question for you to decide.  At this time 
such war hospital units are to be found in all sections of Canada, and, regrettably, 
are generally taxed to their utmost capacity. 

“In any event it is my desire to give to the County of Tompkins the use of my 
new residence on Cornell Heights for war hospital purposes, in case, after due 
investigation of the subject, it be found adequate and suitable for the purpose. 

“It had not been my intention to complete the building for occupancy as a 
residence before the close of the war, but for war emergency purposes I will 
undertake to have it ready for use by the time it is needed. 

“I call this to your attention at this time as I understand you are about to 
discontinue your sessions, and I believe that whether my offer is accepted or not, the 
subject should be considered at once and some definite action taken in the premises. 

“Respectfully yours. 
“E. G. WYCKOFF.” 

 
“E. G. Wyckoff Offers His New Residence As War Hospital,” The Ithaca Journal, 14 
December 1917, page 7. 
 
 
[Note: For additional information regarding this work, see pages 523-525.] 
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A-125. C. L. Vivian (attributed), Edward and Elizabeth Wyckoff residence, Ithaca, 
New York (1917-24?), exterior view from the southwest (Author, 1981). 



1228 
 

1920  Jared Treman Newman (developer) 
Lyman P. and Edith M. Wilson (purchaser) 
relocation and alteration for speculative house—extant (2013); 

addition 
106 Oak Hill Place 
Cayuga Heights, New York 

landscape: Ralph W. Curtis (1920-21) 
builder: Jared Treman Newman (1920-21) 

Frank Lamkin, Ithaca (carpentry work) 
Frank Sullivan, Ithaca (concrete work) 
C. J. Rumsey & Company, Ithaca (doors, building hardware) 
Williams Electric Company, Ithaca (electrical wiring) 

cost:  $10,000 
 
 
30 September 1920. 
 
Mr. W. E. Lamkin, 
City. 
 
Dear Mr. Lamkin: 
 

At what price will you undertake to take down the McGraine house south of the 
Armory on the Cornell Campus, and remove the same to the new location selected 
on Cayuga Heights, there re-construct the house according to Mr. Vivian’s plans, 
being careful in taking down the house to do it in such a manner as to utilize all 
available materials; the new house to be constructed in first-class workmanlike 
manner, complete in all respects, I to furnish all additional material required; you to 
furnish all work except cellar excavation and cellar wall and concrete in cellar 
bottom; also disposal of sewage and storm water; 

You to begin work on or before October 13th and to get the building off from the 
campus on or before November 1st on campus to be cleaned up.  The job includes 
painting, both inside and out, putting on eaves and spouts, and all work except 
papering or decoration of walls.  Plumbers and steam fitters work to be taken care 
of by owner.  House to be completely finished and in readiness on or before May 1st.  
All work to be done according to plans and under the direction of C. L. Vivian, 
architect. 
 
Yours very truly, 
 
JTN-M 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Jared Treman Newman Papers, Collection No. 2157, Box 12. 
 
 
18 November 1920. 
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Mr. J. T. Newman, 
Elmira, N. Y. 
 
Dear Father: 
 

I am forwarding herewith a long letter and papers received from Lewis & Legg in 
regard to the Westlake property situation, since there are several matters therein 
which seem to require immediate attention.  If there is anything that Uncle John or I 
can do in regard to this business, please send it back with instructions. 

A man from the Williams Electric Company came in yesterday to look at plans 
of White Park showing location of the new house, and whereas Mr. Vivian had 
expected the wire service to come in or nor near the northwest corner, we came to the 
conclusion that it would be desirable and necessary from the company’s point of 
view and for the convenience of other lots that the wires should come up the new 
spur road and enter the house near the northeast corner or west of the coal room 
which I believe is the corner room. 

Everything else is going along smoothly and we hope that you will stay away 
long enough to get a complete rest. 
 
Yours son 
 
[Charles H. Newman] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Jared Treman Newman Papers, Collection No. 2157, Box 12. 
 
 
7 December 1920. 
 
Mr. Franklin Sullivan, 
City. 
 
Dear Mr. Sullivan: 
 

Please come up and put in concrete foundation for furnace in the new house, 
construct the concrete cover for the septic tank and do some other work that Mr. 
Lamkin has laid out for you, and oblige. 
 
Yours very truly, 
 
Jared T. Newman 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Jared Treman Newman Papers, Collection No. 2157, Box 13. 
 
 
19 May 1921. 
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Prof. Samuel Boothroyd, 
1402 E 76th St., 
Seattle, Washington. 
 
Dear Mr. Boothroyd: 
 

At the request of Prof. and Mrs. Baker, I am sending you map of a portion of 
Cayuga Heights and the plans of the house I am building on Lot No. 163, which 
adjoins the Country Club grounds on the north.  For further information I am 
sending you the planting plan made by [the] landscape architect together with a 
circular I have just gotten out and price list of lots in this section.  I hesitated to 
address you on the subject because the house is not for rent and I know how 
reluctant I should be to purchase a home without having seen it.  Furthermore, while 
I have given no exclusive privilege of sale, some of the agents know about the house 
and are liable to find a customer at any time, or in the demand for houses some one 
may come to me unsolicited; and inasmuch as I do not want to carry the property 
over this year, I should not want to lose any suitable opportunity for sale which 
presents itself. 

The price is $10,000 for the house and lot.  The dimensions of the lot are shown 
on the map in feet.  The price at which lot was held is $1500.  I estimate the cost of 
the building itself, without including any compensation for my supervision at 
$8500.  At this moment I cannot tell whether it is coming over or under that amount.  
However I should be willing to take my chances and sell at that figure or, if a 
customer preferred and the decision were to be made in advance of our ascertaining 
with exactness, I would charge the exact cost adding $1500 for the lot. 

The grading on the south side, where most of the land not occupied by the house 
is, is completed, the land seeded and shrubs and fruit trees set out.  The house sits 
about 20 feet south of the north line so as to leave space for a drive to bring in coal 
and to serve a garage in case one should be built near the northwest corner.  During 
the process of construction it has been impracticable to lay out the drive on the north 
side or to smooth it down and seed it.  Very little grading is required on that part of 
the lot. 

You can retain the map and circular but I will be obliged if within say about a 
week from the time you receive them, you return the house plans and also the 
planting plan. 

Taking up the house plans, the cellar is fully constructed with the exception of 
the partitions and has an excellent floor of concrete with place in the lowest portion 
for drainage of water down to the street line through a sewer pipe across lot 162 
which also carries the water from the roof.  We have added in this basement a toilet 
which is on the south side of the saris next to what is marked “area.”  There is no 
area there because we have found it advisable not to fill on the south side of the 
house as the architect originally planned.  The lines of the northwest corner of the 
vegetable cellar are changed so as to permit of the approach to this toilet from the 
first step of the stairs.  There has been another change in the basement whereby we 
do away with the outside cellar door at the place marked “area” on the south side 
of the laundry.  The reason for this change is the fact that the architect, possibly 
miscalculating the extent to which the ground falls on the south side of the house, 
had planned that the ground should be filled in up to the same level all the way 
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around the house, which would have involved a very great cost.  As you will see 
from the first floor plan, steps were contemplated from the middle of the south side 
of the piazza.  Looking it over with our landscape architect, Prof. Curtis, we 
discovered that it would look much better to keep the land on the south side more 
nearly level and at the same time save the large expense in drawing dirt, to fill in, so 
we have kept it down, and have done away with the steps from the porch carrying 
the railing of the porch right straight across so that it is all enclosed, and under the 
porch will be a three foot lattice which we find is a great deal more satisfactory and 
makes a much better effect, while a little terrace running south from the southeast 
corner of the house, separating the level in front of the house from this level south of 
the porch, is covered by planting and runs out to nothing 20 to 30 feet from the 
porch. 

Before leaving the foundation plan, I may say that while our original plan as to 
the location of the garage whenever one was built was that it should be near the 
northwest corner of the lot, we find that many people like to have the garage close to 
the house so as to run a team pipe into it in winter, and we find that we might erect 
a garage on the west end of the kitchen, set low enough so that the top should not 
extend above the railing of the little porch, this garage to be approached from the 
south.  Then our main drive, instead of being on the north side of the house, would 
leave the turn-around on the south side and extend westerly and the northerly 
directly into the garage on this lower level.  Whoever want to build a garage there 
can take his choice.  We should still retain the drive on the north side as far enough 
in to put in coal. 

There has been I think, no change in the first floor.  Its arrangement seems to be 
generally approved and satisfactory.  There has been one change in the second floor.  
The bay window on the north side of the dining room which as originally planned 
extended only from the first floor has been brought up to the roof, so as to include 
the second story and enlarge the little room marked “sewing room.”  Having done 
this we cut out the west window so as to make more space for furniture.  The 
radiator in that little room is to be placed under the northwest bay window and the 
radiator in the northeast room is to be placed under the east window so as to make 
better place for furniture.  For the same reason the window in the southwest 
chamber has been placed further to the south and the radiator turned around to be 
on the south side, so that the window will not be against where the bed must stand.  
As now arranged the head of the bed may be either at the north or the west.  There is 
an unfinished attic on the third floor. 

The house has been built with a much economy as I was able to exercise.  I first 
purchased what had been a large work’s cottage on the campus for $300, thereby 
securing a considerable amount of material which is practically as valuable as new 
material would be at very greatly reduced cost.  I should say that we are using pine 
casings and doors from this house on the second floor putting on new hardware and 
refinishing them so that they are to be white.  We are putting in oak floors 
throughout, both upstairs and down.  The finish on the lower floor is in chestnut 
throughout, which we think produces a very satisfactory effect.  The house is stucco 
finished with pebble dash, the color is a light gray. 

Owing to the margin which contractors asked, I have had the work done by the 
day employing Mr. Frank Lamkin, who has the reputation in Ithaca of giving honest 
value for the time spent.  He is very industrious and diligent and I have no reason to 
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find fault.  Associated with him now in the final finish I have two carpenters, who I 
regard as experts in doing good work.  The price paid carpenters is $6 per day with 
$7 to Mr. Lamkin, he getting no commission on the other men’s wage.  The mason 
costs $8.80 per day and I have to pay his tender 60¢ an hour. 

The heating is by steam, the cost of which as I recall it, by contract let to the 
lowest bidder is $900.  There was a lower bidder but his radiation was not in our 
judgment, sufficient so we took the higher bid to make sure that we were going to 
have abundance of heat, and it is guaranteed to heat the house properly.  Gas is 
already piped to the cellar and the water comes from the city mains.  The house is 
located in the Village of Cayuga Heights.  Our corporation tax is probably less than 
half of the city corporation tax.  As a partial offset however, we have to pay 50% 
additional for the water we use.  They deliver just the same as in the city, except 
that the iceman charges 50¢ a ton additional and the American Express does not 
deliver packages outside of the city limits. 

Now since you are not to see the house and your friends here seem to be pre-
possessed in favor of it, I feel bound to call your attention to certain seeming or real 
defects and disadvantages. 

1.  Among the obvious defects is the small size of the five sleeping rooms on the 
second floor.  During the progress of construction I have seriously considered 
whether it might not be advisable to put the two bedrooms (on the south side next 
[to] the sleeping porch) into one; and later after I decided to carry the bay window 
up so as to accommodate the second floor, whether I should not put these two 
bedrooms on the north side into one.  I finally concluded to leave it as it is, thinking 
that the new owner might require five sleeping rooms and that if he did not, he 
himself could remove the partitions and make these changes.  It would be a simple 
matter to put the two bedrooms on the north side into one.  It is true it would make 
a queer-shaped room being very long and narrow, but with the widened portion at 
the west end caused by bringing up the bay window, thus adding 2 feet 6 inches, it 
would not be without attractiveness since it would be easy to put the bed in one end 
of the room and have the other end for a sitting room, possibly having a curtain 
between. 

If these two rooms were thus united, it would be practicable to make the south 
side of the two rooms continuous by making the partition on the north side of the 
stair landing go straight across. 

2.  Oak Hill Road has been built in the last two years.  It was designed to be an 
attractive roadway and I have planted a number of oaks and some shrubbery which 
however, is yet small and does not make much show.  A four foot sidewalk has been 
constructed on the south side of  the road and a four foot stone sidewalk of some 
very superior stone on the west side of Oak Hill Place.  These roads will be well 
graveled.  They are not provided with curb and gutter.  The approach to the 
University may be either way of Highland Road which is the main approach on 
which the branch trolley car line is, or by way of Triphammer Road, which is the 
nearest route to the eastern portion of the campus.  What I have so far been saying, 
can hardly be considered a defect or disadvantage.  But I ought to say that 
Triphammer Road through the Country Club has not been well cared for.  I am now 
just building a sidewalk on the west side of Triphammer from White Park road to 
the Country Club land but there is no sidewalk through the County Club grounds.  I 
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might say in passing that our sidewalks are well cared for in winter by the 
snowplow which the village corporation employs. 

3.  There is at present a fine view across the Country Club grounds from this 
spot.  The Country Club has however, purchased lands to the eastward so that they 
have decided upon the policy of disposing of that portion of their lands which lies 
west of Triphammer road—not right away but ultimately this will probably be 
developed in some manner.  Whether it will be sold as one lump to some institution 
or to fraternity groups or laid out in lots, we cannot tell.  If closely built up it would 
impair somewhat the attractive outlook form the south side of the house.  It would 
not I think cut off entirely the beauty of the southwest valley, especially since the 
ground slopes away and there is a natural valley running in that direction.  It is said 
“there is no loss without some gain.”  That would be in  this case since it would 
naturally involve the improvement of Triphammer road, own which it has been 
decided that the new Country Clubhouse, an imposing structure and an attractive 
place of resort, is to be erected. 

4.  There is no view of the lake from this house, unless possibly a glimpse from 
the upper story.  I am not sure about that.  Oak Hill roads up a valley.  This house 
is probably 10 or 15 feet higher in elevation and overlooks the valley of Oak Hill road 
and has a rather delightful prospect in every direction, particularly towards the 
woods, the campus and the south valley. 

5.  In my judgment the price of houses will be lower after two or three years 
when building costs come down to a more normal level.  I think building will be 
cheaper next year but I doubt whether houses will be much if any cheaper, as soon 
as that because of the fact that so few houses are now building.  If it were 
practicable for you to rent I should say it would be wiser for you to do so than to 
buy; and it is for that very reason that I want to sell at this time. 

There is a $5000 6% mortgage outstanding against the property which can 
remain.  I should prefer to have the balance of the purchase price in cash but will 
consent to take less than that, with a $500 payment each year on principal, provided 
I am satisfied the purchaser is able to take care of it. 

You will note the lots adjoining, Nos. 162 and 164, can be bought for $1200 and 
$1000 respectively, provided my scheme of wholesale selling goes through as 
described in the circular.  In case you should care to consider either one or both, it 
will be well to make application at the time you decide about the house. 

I am sending copy of this letter to Mrs. Baker whom I will request to forward it 
to Prof. McCurdy to be by him returned to me so that these friends of yours may 
give you the benefit of their impressions and correct any erroneous impression that I 
may have given. 

Desiring to be of service to you in this communication and not by anything I 
have said to lead you in any way into what might prove to be an unwise purchase, I 
am 
 
Yours very truly, 
 
Jared T. Newman 
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P.S.  It may help you to see the Cornell Heights map showing intervening territory 
between White Park and the campus.  I am therefore forwarding copy of that which 
you need not return. 
 
JTN. 
 
Enc. 
JTN-H 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Jared Treman Newman Papers, Collection No. 2157, Box 13. 
 
 
7 July 1921 
 
C. J. Rumsey & Co. 
City. 
 
Gentlemen: 
 

If you remember, it was agreed at the time we made the contract for hardware, 
etc., for my new building on Cayuga Heights, that in event the fall in prices which 
we anticipated should take place before all the supplies were furnished, I should get 
the benefit of it.  I did not see you personally because the business was done through 
Mr. Vivian. 

I have also authorized Mr. Vivian to order what additional things were needed in 
your line in the expectation that a price would be give me proportionately to the 
price which you gave me at the time the contract was made in comparison with the 
regular prices outstanding, from which I was also to get a reduction if wholesale 
prices went lower, and now I am asking in addition something that I did not speak 
to you about before because I though you would be pretty likely to do it anyway, 
that is to give me a corresponding price on the additional things that we ordered. 

I do not say this in any complaint of the bill.  I don’t know what the prices 
should be.  I will have Mr. Vivian go over it but before I do so I would like to have 
you go through it with these two thing in mind to which I have referred and see what 
deductions I ought to have under these circumstances. 

I believe there were some of the doors ordered that were in the original bill which 
we found it was not necessary to use and which were returned or are to be returned 
and there is also a letter-box to go on the door included for which we have no use 
since there is no city delivery at that point.  These can also be credited. 

Thanking you for your courtesy in the entire business, I am 
 
Yours very truly, 
 
Enc. 
JTN-H 
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Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Jared Treman Newman Papers, Collection No. 2157, Box 14. 
 
 
19 July 1921. 
 
Prof. Lyman P. Wilson, 
George Washington Univ. Law School 
Washington, D. C. 
 
Dear Prof. Wilson: 
 

It is some satisfaction to know that you are favorably impressed with my new 
house and its location in spite of the emphasis I placed in my letter on consideration 
which might be deemed unfavorable.  I am glad too that I can give you assurance in 
respect to the questions you asked me. 

Rex Asphalt Shingles manufactured by the Flint Cote Manufacturing Company 
of Rutherford, N. J., were used on the roof.  They cost me $8.75 per square and are 
warranted to last somewhere from fifteen to twenty years.  The color is red, very 
much like tile. 

The walls are fully sheathed under the stucco besides the wire lath and building 
paper in addition. 

The floors are sub-floored and felt paper of good thickness was placed between 
the two. 

Gas supply is already available.  The pipe connecting with the main is laid to the 
cellar.  Laundry trays are installed and the basement partitions are all in. 

As I remember the inside dimensions of the septic tank, it is 4 feet long, 4 feet 
deep and either 2 or 2-½ feet wide and is covered by removable concrete slabs with 
sufficient soil over them to support the lawn.  This tank is 45 feet away from the 
house, directly south of the east side of the outside cellar door, which as I think I 
told you in the last letter is now on the south side of the house.  I forget how much I 
told you about the tank in that letter but the sewage comes into the north end of it, 
strikes against a baffle board which breaks it up and passes out of the south end of 
the tank by a pipe which is about one inch lower than the pipe through which it 
comes in, passing another baffle board on the way out.  This effluent continues 
southward through the sewer pipe perhaps 15 feet where a line of drain tile runs off 
to the west about 60 feet as I remember it to the extreme west line of the lot.  The 
sewer pipe continues southward about 8 feet further where another line of drain tile 
runs off to the west parallel with the first one.  The ends of these two lines are joined 
by other drain tile which runs over to a point near the southwest corner of the lot 
next to the Country Club.  Where under ordinary circumstances there would be a 
slight effluent running through during the first few months of operation, according 
to my experience it ceases to flow after a period of about that length of time on 
account of the solid matter having been entirely consumed by bacteria and the liquid 
matter dries up on the way, the drain tile having been laid with a fall of only one-
sixteenth of an inch per foot. 
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I personally supervised the putting in of this tank and the drain tile.  According 
to our experience there has been no unpleasant odor and nothing in any way 
offensive or objectionable in connection with a septic tank properly put in. 

There has a yet been no demand for putting in a system of sewerage but our 
village is growing rapidly and I presume within the next five or ten years it will be 
necessary to put in such a system.  It would be a simple matter in our village so far 
as drainage is concerned because the land generally slopes toward the southwest.  
The character of the inhabitants is such I am sure they will want to provide a system 
as soon as it seems to be necessary. 

Within the last year the School District in which the Village is situated became a 
Union Free School District and now has plans drawn for the erection of a modern 
school house to provide facilities for taking care of the children through the Junior 
High.  The Board of Education has in fact advertised for bids and is to have a 
meeting next month to consider them.  The bids that have come in are rather high 
and I think it quite possibly postpone the building for another year.  I think however, 
it is the intention to try to get the school ready for the beginning of the school year 
1922-23.  It is our hope and expectation to pay better salaries and have better 
teachers and a better school than is to be found in the City of Ithaca which is 
renowned for its good schools.  In the meantime the district, which is a very large 
and prosperous one, is paying for the tuition the Ithaca schools of all children of 
school age.  There are several children in the village, mostly professors’ children, who 
are not attending the nearest grade school which is on East Hill, right on the line of 
the street car about two miles away.  School children’s tickets are issued by the 
street car company. 

While we are still considering the house itself, you may be interested to know 
that there are two things I have done in connection with it, the advisability of which I 
have questioned.  I am unable yet to determine whether they were wise or unwise 
and at one time I was sorry for both of them.  Now I begin to think perhaps after all 
I did the best thing.  One is in the use throughout the greater part of the upper floor 
of the window and door casings taken from the old house I purchased.  Of course 
they are all cleaned and livened up by the two or three coats of white enamel paint 
which covers them but there are dents and abrasions which I always think of when I 
am looking over that part of the house.  I suppose I saved $100 in the cost by using 
these old doors and casings and presumably when the shades are on these defects 
will hardly be noticed. 

The other matter is in the use of plaster or wall board on the ceilings throughout 
the greater part of the house.  The architect advised this but the mason who put on 
the side walls tried to make me think that it was a great mistake and that I didn’t 
save any money by doing it.  I am not so sure about that; but now that the painting 
is being done I am rather agreeably disappointed.  On the three main rooms 
downstairs, he has placed rather heavy moulding between the square giving the 
appearance of a beamed ceiling that impresses one favorably.  The ceilings including 
this moulding are being painted a cream color and the heavy picture moulding 
placed about as close to the ceiling as may be sets it off very well. 

In looking over the house again now that the finishing touches are being put 
upon it, I feel that it has a good many things to commend it.  For one thing it is very 
compact.  There is no waste room anywhere.  The first floor is attractive and the 
upstairs also (save for the fact that the rooms are rather small).  The housekeeping 
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end is particularly desirable with its kitchen having light and air on three sides and 
its back porch and refrigerator room on the west.  The cellar is well constructed, dry 
and pleasant and both porches are admirable. 

Now we come to my side of the proposition.  I find in looking over my accounts 
and going over the bills yet to be paid that it is going to cost me $10,000 to build 
this house, including nothing for the lot.  I prepared an itemized statement of the 
expenditures but unfortunately left it at home.  The labor cost amounted to about 
$300 of which $600 was for unskilled labor, including about $200 expended in 
grading, soiling and planting the lawn.  This last item included something for the 
shrubbery and fruit trees and the soiling referred to is the drawing in of good dirt in 
places near the house where filling had covered the natural surface soil.  The heating 
contract was $900.  The plumbing less than $300 because I was able to take the 
bathtub and the basement toilet from the other house.  The electric wiring bill was 
$202.  The hardware bill including doors, windows, conductor of pipes and paints 
will run to $850.  The roofing was $175.  As I think I have already intimated there 
have been no shirkers on the job.  The workers have all been industrious and I have 
no reason to complain of their not giving me a full eight hours work each day.  When 
I pay all the bills that I know about and include three weeks labor for the one 
carpenter and two painters still on the job, I shall have paid out $9675.00 for the 
house alone.  I am hoping this painting will include what we are thinking of doing on 
the side walls but I calculate that the margin of $325 to make up the full $10,000 
will be expended in fixtures, decoration and the gas stove.  There is already a gas 
heater for the hot water. 

In view of these facts, I naturally want to get something for the lot.  I had put it 
at $1500 but on my sale in June, which the circular describes, I allowed one-third off 
which would have this lot $1000.  That must now be my price; but since we have 
gone so far with it and since if I sold through an agent here I would have to pay a 
commission of 3%, I am going to make the price to you $10,500 if you want it and 
decide to take it before I take up the matter with any one else.  I think before making 
such decision it would be worth your while to run up here and look it over.  I think it 
preferable to come next week-end instead of this week-end because it will be further 
along and these little things to be done in finishing up make such a difference in the 
look of the house. 
 
Faithfully yours, 
 
JTN-H 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Jared Treman Newman Papers, Collection No. 2157, Box 14. 
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A-126.  C. L. Vivian with R. W. Curtis (landscape), Jared T. Newman house 
alteration/Lyman and Edith Wilson residence, Cayuga Heights, New York (1920-
21), exterior view from the southeast (Author, 1986). 
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1917-20 William Pierson and Lydia Rapelye (Haines) Biggs 
personal residence (“Juniper Hill”)—extant (2013) 
16 Elm Street 
Trumansburg, New York 

contractor: ? (1920-21) 
 
 

New houses were rare in the village so when the W. P. Biggs built in 1921, and 
the Fred Homan’s in ’24, there was interest in town. 
 
Lydia Sears, A History of Trumansburg, New York, 1792-1967 (Trumansburg, N. Y.:  
privately published), 1968, page 123. 
 
 
Plans of House for William P. Biqqs [sic], Trumansburg, N. Y. 
[set of blue-line prints; the cover for this set of prints is of heavy green paper with 

ink lettering; the cover would appear to be a replacement for the original, which 
would account for the misspelling of the client’s name; each sheet of drawings 
bear the imprint of Vivian’s office stamp.] 

set includes: Basement [plan] 
First Floor [plan] 
Second Floor [plan] 
Roof & Attic [plan] 
Front [south] Elevation 
Northeast Elevation; Southwest Elevation 
Rear Elevation 
Living Rm. Looking Toward Hall; Living Rm. Looking Toward 

Rear; Living Rm. Looking Toward Fireplace; Living Rm. 
Looking Toward Front 

Hall Looking Toward Library; Hall Looking Toward Rear; Hall 
Looking Toward Living Rm. 

[miscellaneous interior elevations] 
 
Collection of Bruce M. and Sarah L. (Biggs) Payne, “Juniper Hill,” Trumansburg, 
New York. 
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A-127.  C. L. Vivian, “Juniper Hill” (William and Lydia Biggs) residence, 
Trumansburg, New York (1917-21), construction print of main staircase interior 
elevations (courtesy, Bruce and Sarah Payne, ca. 1920). 
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1921  Harriet L. Hollister 
personal residence—extant (2013); renovation for apartments prior to 

1957 
114 Hudson Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1921) 
cost:  $10,000 
 
 

Res.  $10,000.  2-sty. 34x34.  Hudson st.  Archt. C. L. Vivian, 120 E. State st.  
Owner, H. Hollister, care of archt.  Tapestry brk. & hollow tile stone & conc.  Plans 
drawn. 
 
“Ithaca, N. Y.,” The American Contractor, volume XLII, number 9 (26 February 1921), 
page 55. 
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A-128. C. L. Vivian, Harriet L. Hollister residence, Ithaca, New York (1921), exterior 
view from the northeast (courtesy, Tompkins County Department of Assessment, 
unknown date). 
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1921  Samuel N. and Adah Spring 
personal residence—extant (2013); additions 
120 White Park Road 
Cayuga Heights, New York 

contractor: Andrew H. McPherson (1921) 
 
 

5 April 1921 
 
Mr. J. T. Newman, 

409 Highland Road, 
Ithaca, N. Y. 

 
Dear Mr. Newman: 
 

I want to thank you very heartily for your letter that was delivered to me 
Sunday by Dr. Love.  It is certainly very helpful to have the advice of one who had 
so much experience along the lines of building.  I have thought over the propositions 
which you suggest to me. 

As to renting, I have not been able to find a decent or satisfactory place to 
live in, although I have searched diligently.  The suggestion about buying the house 
which you are now constructing has appealed to me very much, but it would entail 
financial obligations which, unless I could readily dispose of the property at the end 
of two years, would render hinder me from negotiating the building on my own lot.  
With these and other considerations in mind, I have decided that probably the best 
thing after all is for me to go ahead and construct now, although it may mean some 
financial loss.  With that in view I have taken the matter up with Mr. Vivian and 
expect to have my plans in a relatively short time and let the contract. 

Again let me thank you for your suggestions and I assure you that I 
appreciate them and may call on you for advice again. 

With kind regards, 
SNS/EGV   Sincerely yours, 

Samuel N. Spring 
 
P. S.  I will show you the plans when they are ready 
 
[Letter is typed on New York Synod Committee on Education/Presbyterian Church 
in the U.S.A. letterhead; Spring was secretary of the Cornell Sub-committee.] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Jared Treman Newman Papers, Collection No. 2157, Box 14. 
 
 

In camp Upper Chateaugay Lake 
28 July 1921 

 
Dear Mr. Newman: 
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I have just received approved bills for labor and materials, approved by architect 
Vivian, for my house construction during July.  Under our plan of financing, I shall need to 
have deposited to my credit at the First National Bank of Ithaca the sum of $2000.00 to 
meet these bills which amount to approximately that sum.  Will you please, therefore, use 
the notes [that] I gave you for $2000 and have that sum placed to my credit August 1.  I 
am drawing a check under that date for $1998.88 for McPherson.  I have already paid 2 ½ 
percent of architect’s fees. 

I had a pleasant, brief vacation in New Haven and at Jamestown, R. I.  Since then 
I have been working on a tract here in the Adirondacks.  It has been intensely hot but 
things have gone well. 

I trust that you have endured the heat well and that White Park is booming. 
Cordially yours, 

Samuel N. Spring 
 
c/o H. R. Bristol, 

C. O. & I. Co., 
Plattsburgh, N. Y. 

 
[Letter is written on New York State College of Agriculture at Cornell University 
letterhead; Spring was Professor of Silviculture.] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Jared Treman Newman Papers, Collection No. 2157, Box 14. 
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A-129.  C. L. Vivian, Samuel and Adah Spring residence, Cayuga Heights, New 
York (1921; altered), southeast (front) facade (Author, 1986). 
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1916-21 Jared Treman and Jane Edwards (Williams) Newman 
relocation and alteration for personal residence (“Clovermere”)—

extant (2013); alteration 
421 Highland Road [originally located at 409 Highland Road] 
Cayuga Heights, New York 

landscape: E. Gorton Davis, Ithaca (1919-21) 
builder: Claud B. Clark, Ithaca (1921) house relocation 

Jared T. Newman (1921-22) house alteration 
cost:  $12,000 
 
 
5 January 1920 
 
Prof. E. G. Davis, 
Willard Way, 
City. 
 
Dear Mr. Davis: 
 

It occurs to me that I do not need to hurry you about the return of the plan.  
What I want back is simply the little sketch of changes on the first floor that Mr. 
Vivian prepared and which I let you take as to show the outline as it is to be.  You 
can make note of those changes and return that little sketch in a day or two 
probably.  Then you can delay the final plan as long as you probably care to because 
I can get the estimate of cost near enough without knowing the precise location. 

Lest you might not have fully sensed what I said on that subject, make sure that 
our house is not located so far front as to cut off Mr. Livermore’s good view of the 
lake wherever his house may be located.  As I recall it, most anywhere back of the 
elm tree leaves a good clear view and while I think our house should brought far 
enough to the west to get a good view of the southwest valley past the elm tree from 
the porch, do not let it be placed where it will detract from the desirability of Mr. 
Livermore’s site. 

Another thing to take into account is the fact that our houses will hardly be in 
the same class.  That is to say, Mr. Livermore’s plan is to build a brick and his house 
will doubtless be larger and finer than ours, in most respects.  I had thought of using 
a brick veneer but in talking it over with Mrs. Newman and conferring with others, I 
find the family are not of the opinion that the appearance of the frame construction 
would be improved by adding the brick. 

It is possible that I can arrange with Prof. Davenport who owns the lot on the 
west of Highland [Road], whereby he would stand half the cost of moving the 
surplus dirt, thereby enabling us to carry out the scheme of scooping out the ground 
in the rear of the newly located house to an extent that would not be practicable if 
we had to provide for a corresponding fill. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
Copy to Mr. Livermore, 
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JTN-H 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Jared Treman Newman Papers, Collection No. 2157, Box 11. 
 
 
25 August 1921 
 
Mr. C. B. Clark, 
414 N. Titus Ave., 
Ithaca, N. Y. 
 
Dear Sir, 
 

I was surprised to hear from you through the ’phone last night that you were 
still dissatisfied with the contract for moving the house at “The Sentinels”, and still 
more surprised at the intimation that you had thoughts of holding up the job as a 
means of exacting a higher compensation—all the more surprised because we did so 
unusual a thing as to advance up to $600.00 of the full amount, for you 
accommodation, as you assured us that you understood the contract as we did, 
that the whole job was to be complete3d in any event for $1000.00 and that you 
would keep careful account and would save anything for us out of that amount if 
you could do so.  There was never any agreement as to the exact location, still less 
as to the height of the wall.  The facts were these: 

In 1916 I showed you what I proposed to do, and indicated in a general way 
where the house was to be put, but I was not attempting to be precise about it, and 
you did not ask me to pre precise, nor did you then or at any other time until you 
had entered upon the work, inform me that it made any particular difference just 
exactly where or how it was to be located, or that a change in elevation made any 
particular difference. 

I suppose that I should have known that it involved some more expense for you 
to veer the house around so that it should face in a somewhat different direction, 
and that it would involve more expense if the house was to be placed very much 
higher or lower than the house as previously located, but, as a matter of fact, I did 
not suppose that a little change of a few feet made any difference and you have 
never enlightened me upon this point nor intimated that it made any difference until 
after the job commenced and I was not in a situation to make other arrangements.  
As a matter of fact, however, the location that I first indicated to you was farther 
away, the house was veered farther around, and it was to be placed at a lower 
elevation than we are now placing it as you may see from the landscape plan for the 
location and elevation of the house which I then prepared.  In making subsequent 
changes in location it never occurred to me that it affected the price one way or 
another and you never told me that it did until you had gotten the house on the 
trucks. 

We concluded not to do the work that year and I think it was two years ago 
when we took the matter up again.  You stated to me that because of war prices you 
would have to make your price $800.00 instead of $600.00.  For various reasons, we 
concluded not to have the work done that year.  Then I took it up with you last 
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winter, stating that I wanted the work done this year as soon as my tenants moved 
out on the first day of July and you engaged to do the job for $750.00 (I thought it 
was $700.00 but stated that it was $750.00 and I accepted your figures).  It is true 
that I told you at one time (and I think it was subsequent to the time in the winter 
when I made the new arrangement with you) that I then planned to move the house 
about 100 ft. straight north, and if you relied on that precise location or any 
elevation which I might have casually mentioned as a part of the contract you 
should have made it clear.  I had a right to suppose that anywhere in that general 
location was satisfactory to you.  The very fact that I never had an exact location in 
mind but deferred the final decision until this time shows that the importance of it, 
so far as you are concerned, was never brought to my attention. 

After the work had commenced and we had already made some payments to 
you, you accused me of violating the contract, in planning to have the house veered 
around somewhat (when it was not veered around either now or then anything like 
as much as we first proposed) and also in requiring the moving of the building a 
greater distance, the exact distance being 120 ft.  In saying 100 ft. I never intended to 
be exact and if a few feet made any difference you should have so stipulated.  I did 
not like that way of approach.  I did suspect, however, that you had possibly not 
fully realized the size and weight of the house, that possibly you had made your bid 
too low; so, rather than do you an injustice I consented to pay you $1000.00 for the 
job if it came to that much, but that was to be the limit in any event.  I thought I had 
been generous with you and that you appreciated my desire to relieve you of a bad 
bargain.  You did not at that time, nor at any time until last night, intimate to me 
that the elevation of the house made any difference.  As a matter of fact I have set 
the wall just one foot lower than I thought of doing when you left the house.  I was 
experimenting then—trying it at different heights and I had never reached a final 
decision as you must have known. 

Now when you came back at me last night and said that because the house is 
lower down you want to repudiate your contract it doesn’t sound good to me—it 
looks like a second hold-up, at a time when you think I am dependent on you to put 
that house in place.  I do not believe you want to go out to the world with that kind 
of reputation,—I do not believe you realize what you are doing.  I had sized you up 
as an honest man, and one of the things that troubles me most is that you do not 
seem to be the man that I thought you were; but I am charitable enough to believe 
that you did not mean all that you said to me last night, and that you will still 
redeem yourself. 

Now, I do not want anybody to work for me for nothing; I want to pay what a 
thing is reasonably worth.  I do not care to put a job like this out by the day.  I want 
it to be to the interest of the contractor to do the work as economically as possible, 
therefore, I always insisted in our dealing in having an upset price; but if after 
having faithfully met your obligations, and finished you job as agreed upon, you 
were to come to me and say—“I lost money on that job; I took it too cheap, I cannot 
to pay out more than I have received, and get nothing at all for my work.”—you 
would find me responsive; and if I became satisfied that the facts were as you 
stated, you would not plead in vain.  You can expect such treatment if you continue 
with the house and promptly put it in place as agreed.  While I did rely on the 
figures you gave me in making my estimates and plans—I should want to do by 
you—and still want to do by you in spite of all that has happened—as I should like 
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to be done by.  You cannot, however, expect me to pay for timbers that it was your 
business to furnish, and that you have known would be required for this job, and 
then you take the timbers away, and pay for your work besides. 

I want to know from you now, however, whether you are going ahead to 
complete that contract promptly?  If not, I must know it at once, that I can make 
other plans.  There is another party to be consulted before I can decide just exactly 
what I shall do, but what I think we will do in case you do not advise me that you 
are going ahead to fulfill the contract and trust me to make it right with you—is to 
engage some one else to complete the job and charge you with the excess cost if any 
above the $1000.00 that I have agreed to pay, and, in that event I shall charge you 
also for the wanton damage to the piping and window frames in the cellar done by 
you which amounts to not less than $100.00.  I had proposed to get a plumber to 
take care of those things but you told me it was unnecessary, that you would take 
care of it and it was pure carelessness on your part.  If you go on with the job I shall 
not raise any question about that.  I have thought it best to state the facts in detail 
just as I understand them, in the hope that it will appeal to what is best in you and 
bring about the friendly and kindly relationship that I desire to sustain with every 
man.  Please let me hear from you at once. 
 
Yours very truly, 
 
JTN-H 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Jared Treman Newman Papers, Collection No. 2157, Box 14. 
 
 
20 January 1922 
 
Paul S. Livermore, 
City. 
 
Dear Mr. Livermore: 
 

We have now been over the cost of removing and changing the house on the 
Sentinels property.  The total amount expended is in the neighborhood of $12,00 
roughly apportioned as follows: 

 
Moving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1100 
Restoration including excavation of cellar and  

construction of foundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   2000 
Grading, planting, sidewalk, water, gas and electric 

connections with sewage disposal . . . . . . . . . . . . .   2000 
Repairs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     700     $7000 
Improvements and additions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   5000 
 $12000 
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You are not to make settlement on any such basis.  Mrs. Newman and I have 
gone over the matter and the spirit of our contract and we have decided that all we 
can ask of you is the payment of one-half the expenses contemplated  in the original 
contract, viz., one-half of $2500 and we place it upon the following basis: 

 
Necessary cost of moving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $800 
Cellar and foundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   825 
Restoration of plumbing and steam heating . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   450 
Mason . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   150 
Painter and paper hanger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   100 
Grading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   175 
 2500 
½ of $2500 payable by you . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1250 

 
This is with the thought that you will be satisfied with the way in which we have 

filled in the cellar excavation and left the water pipe which formerly ran into the 
cellar plugged below frost at the point where it intersected the cellar so that you can 
readily connect with it. 

What I have not done and would like to be excused from doing is to complete 
your cesspool effluent, which formerly ran across the line over to the north end of the 
lot now occupied by us.  Your cesspool is intact with the effluent running north to 
our line.  It is a very simple matter to complete the balance by running west at the 
line say 10 or 15 feet and then run south again, and as this effluent consists of 
common field tile of which there is an abundance at hand now if it does not get used 
up, and is placed not more than a foot below the surface, it is easy and inexpensive 
to complete it. 

In order to save our best solid we have deposited some of it over on your side of 
the line which we plan to remove in the spring.  We have already covered the 
southern excavation which is on your property with good soil. 

I notice that notwithstanding my repeated injunctions the men have crowded the 
filled in dirt on the lower side of my driveway rather too far to the south, too close to 
your line down in the vicinity of the oak tree so that the path or trail which I 
contemplate will go down from my house close to the line is for a few feet of it  
partially on your side but this we can easily work back again in the spring.  I have 
also instructed Mr. Porter that some of the shrubbery we set out along the line is so 
high that the tops of it might come into your line of view toward the lake.  He thinks 
it would not do so when your house is built and calls attention to the fact that the 
shrubbery used has already reached its maximum height.  However, I am not 
satisfied and have directed him to look it over more carefully in the spring and if 
there is any danger whatever, to remove this larger shrubbery and put smaller stuff 
in its place.  If for any reason that is neglected when you come to get your house 
there, we will see to it that the view is absolutely unobstructed. 

Mr. Porter heartily approves of the Davis plan.  He has just now furnished us 
with a planting plan for our side.  I am going to ask him to show it to you and to 
conform to any preference that you may have.  He and Prof. Davis are good friends 
and I am sure either one of them or both together would be glad to help you in the 
development of your plan.  I assume that Mr. Porter would not undertake it without 
speaking to Prof. Davis first and acting in cooperation with him. 
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Mr. Tarbell has in charge the house where we now live for sale and if he 
accomplishes it before or about the time of our return as he hopes to do, we shall 
move into the other house.  Looking forward to the time when we will all be located 
near together up here, I am 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
JTN-H 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Jared Treman Newman Papers, Collection No. 2157, Box 14. 
 
 

* * *  In 1901 the region was open land with scattered farm houses.  About that 
time Jared T. Newman and Charles H. Blood, native Ithacans, began buying parcels 
of land with the idea of developing a tract for restricted residential use near the 
University.  Mr. Newman erected a “summer house” there in 1903 and shortly [sic] 
thereafter converted it for year-round use.  * * * 
 
W. Glenn Norris, The Origin of Place Names in Tompkins County (Ithaca, N. Y.:  
DeWitt Historical Society of Tompkins County, Inc.), 1951, pages 13-14. 
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A-130. C. L. Vivian with E. Gorton Davis (landscape), “Clovermere” (Jared and Jane 
Newman) residence alteration, Cayuga Heights, New York (1916-21), exterior view 
from the southwest (Author, 1981). 
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ca. 1922 Lyman P. and Edith M. Wilson 
attributed personal detached garage—extant (2013) 

106 Oak Hill Place 
Cayuga Heights, New York 

contactor: ? (ca. 1922) 
 
 
[Note: Available correspondence for the design and construction of the house, which 

was the relocation and remodel of an existing house, on this property never 
mentions construction of a detached garage, despite mention of the 
installation of landscaping, septic system, and the like, and at one point 
indicated that the location and erection of a garage was likely to be left up to 
the purchaser of the house.  The 1929 Sanborn insurance maps for Ithaca and 
Cayuga Heights (Sheet No. 43) shows the existence of the detached garage.  
The exterior appearance of the garage suggests construction shortly after 
completion of the house.] 
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A-131.  C. L. Vivian (attributed), Lyman and Edith Wilson garage, Cayuga Heights, 
New York (ca. 1922), exterior view from the south (Author, 1986). 
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1923  Jared Treman Newman (developer) 
Peter Walter and Mary Evelyn Claassen (purchaser) 
relocation and alteration of speculative house—extant (2013); 

addition 
1001 Highland Road 
Cayuga Heights, New York 

contractor: ? (ca. 1923) 
 
 
21 June 1923 
 
Prof. P. W. Claassen, 
102 Irving Place, 
City. 
 
Dear Mr. Claassen: 
 

I have concluded to offer you the property at the corner of Highland and 
Remington and 250 feet on Highland (leaving a lot on the north with a frontage of 
120 feet on Highland), which you have under consideration, just as it is, for $5000, I 
to incur no further expense other than for the sketch plan prepared by Mr. Vivian 
and the little blasting I am doing and expect to complete today or tomorrow, for the 
improvement of the gutter and driveway on the east side. 

2.  In view of the fact that the first story extensions of the main upright both 
north and south in the style proposed by Mr. Vivian would materially add to the 
dignity and attractiveness of the house and so enhance the value of surrounding 
property, I am willing to agree to credit $250 on the contract or mortgage at the time 
such additions are made along the lines indicated, provided they are so made in the 
course of the next five years and provided also the garage is so constructed as to 
relieve the somewhat unattractive appearance of the chicken house along lines to be 
agreed upon between you and Mr. Vivian. 

3.  In event you were to now make these extensions at both ends in the manner 
indicated and should also follow such plan Mr. Vivian and you might agree upon 
for the garage so that I should at once get the benefit of the improvement, I would 
deduct $250 more [to] make a net price of $4500. 

In reference to the matter of the chicken house and the garage my suggestion is 
that we ask Mr. Vivian to make a little sketch plan of a garage that would fit in with 
the chicken house in some way so as to make the whole a fairly attractive exterior.  I 
contemplate nothing expensive and perhaps nothing that you would not expect to 
do anyway.  You can tell Mr. Vivian the size you require and how you would like to 
have and then let me see if could not work out a plan that would be approved by all 
of us without involving you in any more expense than you expect to incur anyway.  
I do not ask that you dispense with the chicken house.  I think it is very proper that 
people out there should keep chickens if they want to, although I should object to 
swine (such as Mr. Crandall kept there last winter).  I should think a garage, the 
entrance to which should not face westward toward the road but southward to the 
house, would be so built as to attract rather than repel.  I should expect to pay Mr. 
Vivian’s charges. 
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Mr. Peer has now purchased the five-acre tract on the south side of Remington 
west of Highland and intends to make that his permanent home.  I think we should 
probably do away entirely with what is called [the] “Northern Circle” on the map.  I 
do not suppose it is announced outside yet and perhaps we had better wait before 
talking about it until you hear of from some other source. 

I received word from Mr. Gillette of C. J. Rumsey Co., of which the following is a 
copy: 

 
Our furnace man has looked over the Troy house heating deal.  

We can only run one pipe from the furnace to the kitchen and can put 
a register in the ceiling that your tenant thinks will give them 
necessary heat.  We will use a register you have there.  This will cost 
$15,00.” 

 
I presume if found necessary and we saw fit to pay the4 additional cost, the flue 

could be extended to the upper room because Gillette told me in the first place that 
he would put in as many flues as we wanted. 
 
Yours very truly, 
 
JTN-H 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Jared Treman Newman Papers, Collection No. 2157, Box 15. 
 
 

I have sold the Troy house occupied by Crandall to Prof. and Mrs. Claassen for 
$4500, they to make certain changes that will improve the look of the exterior and 
make the house more desirable in every way. 
 
Jared T. Newman letter to Charles H. Newman, dated 16 July 1923, in Department 
of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  Jared Treman 
Newman Papers, Collection No. 2157, Box 15. 
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A-132. C. L. Vivian, Jared T. Newman house alteration/Peter and Mary Claaseen 
residence, Cayuga Heights, New York (1923), exterior view from the southeast 
(Author, 1986). 
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1923  Edward A. and Eliza G. Ott 
renovation of carriage house for student housing (now Cayuga 

Lodge)—extant (2012); attic renovation (1937); attic 
renovation (1991) 

630 Stewart Avenue (originally 111 Llenroc Court) 
Ithaca, New York 

builder: client? (1923-25) 
status:  University Hill Historic District, 2004 
 
 
WHEREAS, the IHPC [Ithaca Historic Preservation Commission] has made the 

following findings concerning the property and the proposal: 
 
The period of significance for the area now known as the University Hill 
Historic District is identified in the City of Ithaca’s University Hill 
Historic Summary Significance Statement as 1867. 
 
Constructed in 1880 as the Cornell Carriage House, it is presumed that 
the building was designed by William H. Miller, Ithaca’s preeminent mid-
19th century architect.  In 1923, Clinton L. Vivian, another prominent 
Ithaca architect and former employee of Miller’s, designed alterations to 
the interior of the building, transforming the carriage house into student 
housing.  The building is architecturally significant as an excellent 
example of a Queen Anne residence [sic]. 
 
Constructed within the district’s period of significance and retaining a 
relatively high level of integrity, 630 Stewart Avenue, or Cayuga Lodge, is 
a contributing element of the University Hill Historic District. 

 
“Minutes of Meeting,” Ithaca Landmarks Preservation Commission, City of Ithaca, 
9 July 2009, page 2. 
 
 

Mrs. [Ezra] Cornell and her daughter, Mary Emily, occupied the new house 
about a year later.  Here they annually entertained students for Sunday tea and 
received guests on Founder’s Day.  Mrs. Cornell died in 1891, the villa was sold to 
Delta Phi fraternity in 1911 and became known as Llenroc.  Still occupied by the 
fraternity, it was recently listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  (This 
designation protects buildings from demolition or alteration by projects funded by 
the federal government.)  In 1907 the acreage facing Stewart Avenue and Llenroc 
Court was divided into twenty-two building lots.  The Cornell carriage house 
became a housing cooperative for agricultural students known as Cayuga Lodge 
(630 Stewart Avenue). 
 
Carol U. Sisler, Margaret Hobbie, and Jane Marsh Dieckmann, Ithaca’s 
Neighborhoods:  The Rhine, the Hill, and the Goose Pasture (Ithaca, N. Y.:  DeWitt 
Historical Society of Tompkins County), 1988, pages 16-17. 
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Built in 1880, the house was a carriage house and servants quarters owned by Ezra 
[sic] Cornell, the founder of the University.  In 1912 [sic], Edward Amherst Ott and 
his wife bought the house from Mary E. Cornell and Emma C. Blair and remodeled 
it during 1923-25.  In 1933, Dr. Ott and Alva L. Tompkins, head of Cornell United 
Religious Works developed a cooperative living association which was incorporated 
November 30, 1937, as the Llenroc Lodge Association.  Ott earned the title “Dr.” as 
a result of a lecture tour he gave throughout the Southern U. S. during 1920.  He 
was born in Youngstown, Ohio, in 1887.  He attended Hiram College and studied 
English at Drake University in Iowa.  He later became President of Ott School in 
Chicago and was well known as a Lyceum (English Educators Organization) 
lecturer.  The novelty of the cooperative idea drew attention from the newspapers of 
the day.  Indeed, it was considered an honor to be selected as a member of the 
Lodge.  The dining room was organized the same year and was known as the 
Llenroc Dining Association, Inc.—A separate entity from the house, but serving 
house members only.  In 1934, the dining room was opened to the public and at 
times served as many as 125 people.  On March 29th, 1938, the house was turned 
over to the students.  In return, two stipulations were made with Dr. Ott.  Ott was 
to receive an annuity when he retired, and Ott was to be advisor as long as wished.  
In 1939, a group of senior students who disagreed with the house liquor rules )this 
was a dry house until 1971) broke away and formed Algonquin Lodge (located on 
Stewart Ave).  On July 22, 1940, at the request of Delta Phi, also known as Llenroc 
Lodge, the name was changed to Cayuga Student Residence Association.  In 1955, 
the name was changed again to the now familiar Cayuga Lodge, Inc. 
 
https://sites.google.com/site/cayugalodgeinc/home/history, accessed on 27 
August 2013. 
 
 
Built in the early 1850’s [sic], the house initially housed a horse stable and servant’s 
quarters for Ezra [sic] Cornell.  When converted for use as a cooperative in 1937, the 
house was divided into north and south dormers where the members slept.  Then 
there were some study rooms where they studied four in a room!  In 1940, the name 
of the house was changed to Cayuga Lodge Resident Association, Inc.  In 1991 the 
house underwent another major change when it became coeducational and the 
dormers were converted into individual rooms.  Today there are approximately 23 
students living here who are either in single or double rooms. 
 
Maintained by Mike Perham 
 
http://www.perham.net/mike/cornell/lodge/history.html, accessed on 27 August 
2013. 
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A-133.  C. L. Vivian, Edward and Eliza Ott carriage house renovation, Ithaca, New 
York (1923; altered), exterior view from the southeast (courtesy, Tompkins County 
Department of Assessments, unknown date). 
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1923-24 First National Bank of Trumansburg 
bank building—extant (2013); renovation 
2? West Main Street 
Trumansburg, New York 

contractor: ? (1924-25) 
 
 

The new National Bank building of red brick was opened April 3, of ’25 and the 
village was very proud of it. 
 
Lydia Sears, A History of Trumansburg, New York, 1792-1967 (Trumansburg, N. Y.:  
privately published), 1968, pager 129. 
 
 
Plans of Building for the First National Bank of Trumansburg, N. Y. 
[set of ink-on-tracing-paper drawings] 
set includes: Basement Plan 

First Floor Plan 
Roof Plan 
Front [south] Elevation 
North Elevation 
East Elevation 
West Elevation 
Longitudinal Section; [miscellaneous interior elevations] 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
Plans of Building for the First National Bank of Trumansburg, N. Y. 
[set of blue-line prints] 
set includes: Basement Plan 

First Floor Plan 
Roof Plan 
Front [south] Elevation; North Elevation 
East Elevation 
West Elevation 
Longitudinal Section; [miscellaneous interior elevations] 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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A-134.  C. L. Vivian, First National Bank of Trumansburg, Trumansburg, New   
York (1923-25; altered), construction drawing of building section (courtesy, Cornell 
University Archives, ca. 1924). 
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1924  Peter T. Hutchinson 
personal residence—extant (2013); additions 
personal garage—extant (2013) 
210 White Park Road 
Cayuga Heights, New York 

contractor: ? (1924) 
 
 
7 April 1924 
 
Dear Henry: 
 

As a result of my over-night thinking, I have decided that I want at this time to 
make you a more substantial birthday present than simply a letter; and so [I] am 
forwarding to you the enclosed deed as a birthday present from your father.  I also 
enclose maps which will show the location of the land. 

You are at liberty to place the lot on the market, or do whatever you please.  It 
ought to net you $2000 less, possibly, agent’s commission.  I have held it at $2200. 

The restrictive clause with regard to character of building is the usual clause to 
be inserted in deeds of land in that locality for the benefit of all concerned. 
 
Affectionately, 
 
[Jared T. Newman] 
 
Enclosure 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Jared Treman Newman Papers, Collection No. 2157, Box 16. 
 
 
15 April 1924 
 
Dear Father 
 

Last night a letter came from a P. T. Hutchinson inquiring about Lot 212.  In it 
he seems to be serious about wanting the lot.  I am writing him tonight a non-
committal letter so that I may have your reactions before taking any hasty action. 

Isn’t this man the Sheriff?  Will he make a suitable neighbor for other heights 
residents? 

He writes a letter with such a confident air that I believe he wants that lot 
enough to pay at least the figure you said you were holding it for. 

How expensive a house does he plan to put on the lot.  Perhaps you have 
already written me about this inquiry.  If not could you spare the time to tell me the 
history of his interest? 

I think 212 is a might fine spot and I don’t want it spoiled tho[ugh] I naturally 
would appreciate this help to get out of the woods somewhat. 



1264 
 

[I] am in Cleveland today as [a] witness in a case (damage suit) for the 
defendents [sic].  Hope they find my testimony helps. 
 
Sincerely 
 
With much love to you & all 
 
Henry 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Jared Treman Newman Papers, Collection No. 2157, Box 16. 
 
 
17 April 1924 
 
Mr. Henry O. Newman 
429 Wick Avenue 
Youngstown, Ohio 
 
Dear Henry: 
 

Your fine appreciative letter reached us Tuesday.  This morning comes yours of 
the 15th inst. inquiring in regards to a possible customer for lot 212. 

Mr. Hutchinson spoke to me about that lot the very next day after I had made 
the transfer to you.  I told him the price had been $2200.  He wanted to know if it 
could not be bought for $2000.  I replied that the matter was in your hands and I 
could not tell what you would care to do about it; that it was for you to do 
whatever you saw fit.  Mr. Hutchinson never was sheriff, but was formerly a grocer 
who saved up his money and is now retired.  He built the bungalow at the extreme 
north end of the Parkway for his son, then recently married.  His son, however, 
committed suicide, and Mr. Hutchinson then sold the place.  Driving past this 
bungalow with Harold Flack yesterday, Mr. Flack was much impressed with its 
attractiveness.  As bungalows go, it is pretty satisfactory.  It think that is what Mr. 
Hutchinson told me he wanted to build.  I called his attention to the importance of 
having an architect, and with the clause inserted in your deed bearing on that 
subject, I think it would be all right to let him have that lot if you want to.  He will 
not claim to be in the social set, but he is a respectable member of the community, 
and I do not believe it is necessary to hesitate on that account. 

It is, as you say, a desirable lot on which any one would be glad to locate.  At 
the same time, there are a good many desirable lots, and we cannot be too 
particular.  Probably, if I had been more like Mr. Blood in this respect, I would have 
sold more lots to the elite. 

If you were to offer the lot to Mr. Hutchinson for $2200, he would probably 
come back at you with an offer of $2000; and I shouldn’t wonder if he would 
compromise on $2100.  He is one of the economical sort who rather expects to get 
something off from the full price.  If you want to sell to him, you can caution him 
about the importance of building an attractive house in that pivotal location.  He 
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would probably expect to spend somewhere from $7000 to $10000 in house 
construction. 

If I had retained the lot, when Hutchinson came to me I should probably have 
tried to get him to take another location.  I have in mind particularly Lot B, or what 
is left of it since the Country Club has taken off a slice, which I could sell to him for 
somewhere from $1800 to $2000.  If, however, he had not wanted that, I should 
probably have let him have this lot 212 at $2100 rather than to have lost the sale. 
 
Affectionately, 
 
JTN-M 
 
P.S.  Dad asked me to read the above letter before it went, and I cannot let it go 
without saying that I think the figures mentioned are too low.  If it were mind [sic] I 
would not take a cent less than $2500 for it.  The lots in that vicinity are getting 
scarce, and yours is the highest one left—level with a wonderful view of the lake, 
and the woods just across the road.  It has about 25 or 30 sturdy white pines (about 
10 yrs. old) on the southeast corner.  Clarence Morse has the rest of that plateau, 
and if he ever builds will doubtless put up a fine house.  Dr. Walter Williams has a 
nice home across the street to the south (he bought for $2000 reduced from $2200 
two years ago—a much less desirable lot because lower, and uneven, about the 
same size).  The only question is whether $2000 now is worth more to you than 
$2500 at an indeterminate time in the future less taxes in the meantime. 
 
C.H.N. 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Jared Treman Newman Papers, Collection No. 2157, Box 16. 
 
 
22 April 1924 
 
Mr. Henry O. Newman 
429 Wick Avenue 
Youngstown, Ohio 
 
Dear Henry: 
 

Mr. Hutchinson has brought to our office your letter of the 18th inst. regarding 
the sale of the lot in which you state that the price would be $2200.  It was very kind 
of you to want to be sure that Mr. Hutchinson’s plan would fit in with my scheme 
for the development of this tract before making any agreement. 

Mr. Hutchinson assures me that he will put but one house upon the lot, and that 
he will not only employ an architect for the construction of the exterior plans of any 
structure built thereon, but that the plans themselves shall be approved by me.  This 
is entirely satisfactory, and I shall be glad to go upon the lot with Mr. Hutchinson, 
as he proposed, and confer with him in regard to location of the house and to keep 
in touch with his plan. 
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Mr. Hutchinson had hoped that he might get the lot for $2000, but he has 
decided to accept your offer as made and has brought to my office two (2) Second 
Liberty bonds with accrued interest from November 15, 1923, and one (1) Third 
Liberty bond with accrued interest from March 15, 1924, which he tenders as the 
equivalent, and to be received in place of the sum of $300, to apply on the purchase 
price; the balance of $1900 to be paid in cash on the first day of July, 1924, at which 
time deed is to be delivered.  The deed is to contain the conditions regarding the 
construction and building of the house above referred to. 

I am enclosing a duplicate of this letter so that it ratified by you, you can write 
on the copy the word “Approved” and sign your name and mail it to Mr. 
Hutchinson, as that will constitute all the contract that will be necessary. 
 
Yours affectionately, 
 
JTN-M 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Jared Treman Newman Papers, Collection No. 2157, Box 15. 
 
 
28 April 1924 
 
Mr. Peter Hutchinson 
Ithaca, N. Y. 
 

I feel that it is important and necessary for your sake, as well as mine, that we 
make no mistake in either the location or the architectural features of the house that 
you are to build.  This is one of the half dozen most conspicuous lots in the tract; 
and it would not only lessen the value of all the others, but you yourself would not 
be able to get nearly as much out of it when you come to sell if any mistake is made.  
I think we might let the matter of the location rest until your exterior plans are 
perfected; then we can take it up again with the building architect and also 
landscape architect, if necessary.  Of course, until your plan is fully settled so that 
we know that there is going go be no change in the end or side walls, it is folly to 
commence the cellar. 

Let your friend get the plan of the interior as you want it, if he has not already 
done so; when it comes to the exterior—and perhaps you are ready to take that up 
now—let him associate with himself an approved experienced architect, such as Mr. 
Baldridge, Prof. Burnham, or Gibb and Waltz, or someone else equally good, who 
shall assume the responsibility for the artistic character of the exterior.  I do not care 
so much how we get at it; but if one of these men I have named would assume the 
responsibility for the artistic character of the exterior, I shall be satisfied.  I doubt 
whether they would be willing to do so if plans drawn by another are simply 
submitted to them for inspection; and my suggestion of association with them was 
based on the fact that that might be to the advantage of this young friend of yours 
who could feel that he was bringing the business to this architect and some 
arrangement could be made between them for division of compensation, that is, if 
you would like to help him in that way. 
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Then, too, except for the exterior, the whole business may be left to your friend, 
since the only thing that I feel it my duty to insist upon is the plan of the exterior; 
and then when the plan of the exterior is finally adopted, I would not want it 
departed from. 

I have suggested the three architects simply for the reason that Baldridge is at 
work on the plans for the Morse lot, and Gibb & Waltz prepared the plans for the 
Williams’ lot, so that either one would be in touch with the locality and could 
probably make the job fit in with the other work that has been done, or was to be 
done there; and I mentioned Professor Burnham simply because he has done such 
good work on the Blood house, and being a professor it might be easier for your 
student friend to get in touch with him. 

I think favorably of Mr. Henry Calder Thorne, and I have always done a good 
deal of work with Mr. Vivian; but would suggest that the three names referred to 
might be first considered. 

Now, as I say, I am not particular how it is brought about, only I want some 
first-class architect understand that it is his own reputation that is at stake in giving 
you a nice house; and if, as I said before, he is willing to back up any plans prepared 
by you to that extent, that is perfectly satisfactory to me, provided I am given 
opportunity to go over the matter fully with him and am myself satisfied we are 
going to get what we want. 

I assure you, my dear friend, that there is more money and satisfaction to do it 
in this way. 
 
Yours very truly, 
 
JTN-M 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Jared Treman Newman Papers, Collection No. 2157, Box 16. 
 
 
1 May 1924 
 
Mr. Henry O. Newman 
429 Wick Avenue 
Youngstown, Ohio 
 
Dear Henry: 
 

I am having quite a time with Mr. Hutchinson to keep him from putting up a 
commonplace looking structure on lot 212.  He is a good fellow, but he is so 
naturally saving in the matter of expense, and so hates to waste a dollar on the 
artistic, that I have to stand over him with a club to make him do what is necessary 
to preserve the beauty of that locality.  He has taken kindly what I have said to him 
so far, but it is possible that at any time we many reach the limit and the deal be off.  
You will notice that I have receipted only tentatively for the bonds he left with me on 
your account; and if it proves impossible to make a satisfactory arrangement with 
Mr. Hutchinson, I will return the bonds to him.  There are certain lots I could let him 
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have where I shouldn’t be so particular.  He many want to switch off to one [of] 
these lots. 

I am enclosing our office copies of a letter to him and of a letter to Mr. Vivian 
that I am mailing today; and, since I may want to refer to them within the next few 
days, I am enclosing stamped envelope so that you may return them immediately 
after reading. 

I rather think that Mr. Hutchinson will decide to do what I ask of him, but of 
course I do not know just how the last letter will strike him. 
 
Affectionately, 
 
JTN-M 
 
Enclosures 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Jared Treman Newman Papers, Collection No. 2157, Box 16. 
 
 

Hutchinson has, I think, completed the digging of his cellar and is pushing ahead 
with the job.  Plans up now with Vivian seem to be very satisfactory and I think will 
be an ornament to the locality. 
 
Jared T. Newman letter to Henry O. Newman, dated 20 May 1924, in Department of 
Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  Jared Treman 
Newman Papers, Collection No. 2157, Box 16. 
 
 

Next east of Professor Williams on White Park Road is to be added the house 
which Peter Hutchinson built and which, if I remember correctly, he occupied for a 
short time late in 1924 and perhaps early in 1925, and which he thereafter sold to 
Mr. George W.] Horton.  It is the place now occupied by Mr. Horton and his Son-in-
law, Mr. [R. Warren] Sailor, so for this house look under those names,—Hutchinson, 
Horton, Sailor. 
 
Jared T. Newman letter to New York State Electric & Gas Corporation, dated 21 
January 1926, in Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell 
University Libraries:  Jared Treman Newman Papers, Collection No. 2157, Box 18. 
 
 

210 White Park Rd.  Jared Newman, gave this lot to his son, Henry, for a 
birthday present.  It was valued at $2,200.  This correspondence is dated about 
April 7, 1924.  Henry had some interest from P. T. Hutchinson whom he asked:  was 
h a sheriff and would he fit in with other Heights residents.  JTN [Jared T. Newman] 
replied [that[ he was a retired grocer—a respectable member of the community—
and no need to hesitate on that account.  “If I had been more like Mr. [Charles H.] 
Blood in this respect, I would have sold more lots to the elite.”  This was the best 
quote in [the] papers.  Anyway he advised Hutchinson to use Vivian.  The main 



1269 
 

block of the house is very similar to the Wilson house.  However, he [Hutchinson] 
sold it a year later to the George M. [sic] Horton family, whose daughter and son-in-
law, R. W. Sailor, considerably enlarged and modified it. 
 
Carol U. Sisler letter to David A. Rash, dated 12 June 1986. 
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A-135.  C. L. Vivian, Peter T. Hutchinson residence, Cayuga Heights, New York 
(1924; altered), exterior view from the southwest (Author, 1986). 
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1924  City of Ithaca (Will Miller Sawdon, Mayor) 
barn building—destroyed (post-1986); alteration (pre-1986) 
605? Second Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: William D. McElwee (1924) 
 
 
Plans of City Barn for Ithaca, N. Y. 
[set of blue-line prints, labeled “No. 2;” set is signed on “Section Looking South” as 

follows: 
City of Ithaca 
W. M. Sawdon, Mayor 
W. D. McElwee, contractor] 

set includes: Foundation [plan] 
First Floor [plan] 
Second Floor [plan] 
Roof Plan 
Front [east] Elevation 
North Elevation 
West Elevation  
South Elevation 
Section Looking South 
[miscellaneous interior sections] 

 
Collection of the City of Ithaca:  City Engineer File No. 366. 
 
 
Plans of City Barn for Ithaca, N. Y. 
[set of blue-line prints, labeled “No. 1;” set is signed on “Revised Section Showing 

Roof Construction” as follows: 
City of Ithaca 
W. M. Sawdon, Mayor 
W. D. McElwee, contractor] 

set includes: Foundation [plan] 
First Floor [plan] 
Second Floor [plan] 
Revised Section Showing Roof Construction 
Roof Plan 
Front [east] Elevation 
North Elevation 
West Elevation  
South Elevation 
Section Looking South 
[miscellaneous interior sections] 

 
Collection of the City of Ithaca:  City Engineer File No. 366. 
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Specifications for Mason and Carpenter Work—Brick and Hollow Tile City Barn for 
Ithaca, N. Y. 

[12 pages of typescript, labeled “2,” specifying general construction requirements; 
last page is signed as follows: 

City of Ithaca 
W. M. Sawdon, Mayor 
W. D. McElwee, contractor] 

 
Collection of the City of Ithaca:  City Engineer File No. 366. 
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A-136.  C. L. Vivian, City of Ithaca barn, Ithaca, New York (1924; altered), 
construction print of First Floor plan (courtesy, City of Ithaca, 1924). 

 

A-137. C. L. Vivian, City of Ithaca barn, Ithaca, New York (1924; altered), exterior 
view from the north (Author, 1983). 
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ca. 1924 Volney A. and Laura J. Davenport 
personal residence—extant (2013) 
208 Lewis Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (ca. 1924) 
 
 
untitled 
[sheet of preliminary notes and sketches] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
Plans of House for V. A. Davenport, 208 Lewis St., Ithaca, N. Y. 
[cover title layout in ink on heavy stock paper] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
Plans of House for V. A. Davenport, 208 Lewis St., Ithaca, N. Y. 
[set of ink-on-tracing-paper drawings] 
set includes: Basement [plan] 

First Floor [plan] 
Second Floor [plan] 
Roof Plan 
Front [south] Elevation 
Rear [north] Elevation 
East Elevation  
West Elevation  
Section Looking East; Stairs Looking North; Bath Rm. Med. Cl.; 

Main Cornice 
Pantry Looking West; Pantry Looking North 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
Plans of House for V. A. Davenport, 208 Lewis St., Ithaca, N. Y. 
[set of blue-line prints] 

City of Ithaca 
W. M. Sawdon, Mayor 
W. D. McElwee, contractor] 

set includes: Basement [plan]; First Floor [plan] 
Second Floor [plan]; Roof Plan 
Front [south] Elevation; Rear [north] Elevation 
East Elevation  



1275 
 

West Elevation  
Section Looking East; Stairs Looking North; Bath Rm. Med. Cl.; 

Main Cornice 
Pantry Looking West; Pantry Looking North 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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A-138.  C. L. Vivian, Volney and Laura Davenport residence, Ithaca, New York (ca. 
1924), construction drawing of First Floor plan (courtesy, Cornell University 
Archives, ca. 1924). 
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1924-25 Village of Trumansburg (Frank Bower, Village President, 1924; 
Walter Henry, Village President, 1925) 

fire department headquarters building—extant (2013); renovation 
office addition to fire department headquarters building—extant 

(2013); renovation 
2? West Main Street 
Trumansburg, New York 

contractor: Fred A. Cornelius & Company, Ithaca (1925) 
cost:  $16,916.40 
 
 

The opera block, built after the second great fire in 1871, was only fifty years old 
when it burned, June 25, 1922.  It had been built by Chauncey P. Gregg, J. L. Stone, 
and D. S. Biggs, and was a beautiful three-storied building in which the grandest 
balls and finest musical programs were presented.  Fourteen businesses were wiped 
out in the fire that claimed the Opera House, and those who gazed at its ashes still 
smoldering weeks later dedicated themselves to a new Trumansburg.  The need for a 
unified fire organization was painfully evident, and could no longer be ignored.  
Village President, Frank Bower, held a special meeting of citizens on March 18, 1924, 
ant they voted to build a new fire house on Union Street. 

Under the direction of Walter Henry, Village President in 1925, and trustees 
Elton Lane, S. B. Rumsey, Smith Weatherby, F. L. Moore, Treasurer L. J. Wheeler, 
and Clerk A. S. Williams, a board meeting was held on February 17, 1925, in the 
engine house on Main Street.  This board accepted the plans of C. L. Vivian, 
architect, and the bid of Fred Cornelius, builder, both of Ithaca, to construct the new 
fire house for $13,827.00. 

At another special election, March 25, 1925, it was voted to build a wing to the 
west of the firemen’s building, according to architect Vivian’s plans, for a village 
office, and to sell $3,000 more in bonds for this addition.  It was also voted to sell 
the old engine house.  On November 19, 1925, the village formally accepted the 
completed building.  Its final cost had been $16,916.40, and the architect’s fee 
$595.82.  Population of the village at that time was 1,148. 

The fire companies had already agreed to unification and it was accomplished in 
1927.  Symbolically, their new station stood on one of the sites ravaged by the Opera 
House fire which had brought them together. 

An era in the history of the town had passed.  Since unification there have been 
no more disastrous block fires and the colorful small town pageantry of the early fire 
companies disappeared as fire fighting became more of a science, and less a social 
organization. 
 
Caroline A. Martin, Trumansburg, New York, Incorporation Centennial, 1872-1972 
(Trumansburg, N. Y.: The Trumansburg Centennial Association Inc.-The 
Trumansburg Free Press), 1972, pager 35. 
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A-139.  C. L. Vivian, Trumansburg Fire Department building, Trumansburg, New   
York (1924-25), exterior view from the southwest (Author, 1981). 
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1925  City of Ithaca (Will Miller Sawdon, Mayor) 
storage building—destroyed (1985)/demolition 
610? First Street 
storage building—destroyed (1985)/demolition 
620? First Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (1925) 
 
 

ENGINEERING  FILE 
         City Bldgs. 
FILE NO.  434___     INDEX NAME Wagon Shed+storehouse 
         specifications 
DATE 1925___  FIELD BOOK & PAGE  ENGINEER    Vivian______ 
 
KIND OF RECORD & HOW FILED_____________________________________________ 
 
LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF WORK AND REMARKS  Specifications  for Mason &_____ 
Carpenter  Work  on  Bldgs.  in  city   yd._____________________________________ 
 
SCALE OF MAP_________   CROSS INDEX TO____________________ 
 
Collection of the City of Ithaca:  City Engineer File No. 434. 
 
 

ENGINEERING  FILE 
             Buildings 
FILE NO.  572   _     INDEX NAME    Store House____ 
 
DATE 1925___  FIELD BOOK & PAGE  ENGINEER   Vivian______ 
 
KIND OF RECORD & HOW FILED     Whiteprint [blue-line print]______________ 
 
LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF WORK AND REMARKS        Plans for  City Store house_ 
at  City  Storage  yard.__________________________________________________ 
 
SCALE OF MAP_________   CROSS INDEX TO   Storage yard._______ 
 
Collection of the City of Ithaca:  City Engineer File No. 572. 
 
 

ENGINEERING  FILE 
 

FILE NO.  1229_     INDEX NAME    Storage Yard____ 
 
DATE 1925___  FIELD BOOK & PAGE  ENGINEER   C. L. Vivian__ 
 
KIND OF RECORD & HOW FILED     set of white [blue-line] prints______________ 
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LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF WORK AND REMARKS        Plans  of  City  Wagon  shed,_ 
Stock  building,  Storehouse________________________________________________ 
 
SCALE OF MAP As shown__   CROSS INDEX TO   Buildings___________ 
 
Collection of the City of Ithaca:  City Engineer File No. 1229; see also File No. 434 
and File No. 572. 
 
 
[Note: Plans for these two buildings were not found and may not exist any longer, 

particularly since the buildings themselves have been destroyed.] 
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A-140.  C. L. Vivian, City of Ithaca storage building, Ithaca, New York (1925; 
destroyed), exterior view from the southwest (Author, 1983). 

 

A-141.  C. L. Vivian, City of Ithaca storage building, Ithaca, New York (1925; 
destroyed), exterior view from the southwest (Author, 1983). 
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1925  City of Ithaca (Will Miller Sawdon, Mayor) 
polling place/sewer pump station—extant (2013); renovation for 

Recycle Ithaca’s Bicycles (2010-11)  
530 West Buffalo Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Fred A. Cornelius & Company (1925) 
 
 
Buffalo and Meadow Street Station for City of Ithaca, N. Y. 
[set of blue-line prints, labeled “No. 1;” set is signed on “Foundation plan” as 

follows: Fred Cornelius & Co. 
by Fred Cornelius 
City of Ithaca 
by W. M. Sawdon, Mayor] 

set includes: Foundation [plan] 
First Floor [plan] 
Roof Plan; Longitudinal Section; [miscellaneous partial interior 

elevations] 
Buffalo St. [south] Elevation; North Elevation 
Meadow St. [west] Elevation; East Elevation 

 
Collection of the City of Ithaca:  City Engineer File No. 267. 
 
 

ENGINEERING  FILE 
        Buildings 
FILE NO.  267_     INDEX NAME    Meadow St. Sewer Sta.__ 
 
DATE 1925__  FIELD BOOK & PAGE  ENGINEER   Vivian ______ 
 
KIND OF RECORD & HOW FILED           Plans and Specifications______________         
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF WORK AND REMARKS        Plans for Meadow St. sewer_  
station and polling place.________________________________________________ 
 
SCALE OF MAP___________   CROSS INDEX TO   Sewers, sanitary______ 
 
Collection of the City of Ithaca:  City Engineer File No. 267. 
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A-142.  C. L. Vivian, City of Ithaca polling place/sewer station, Ithaca, New      
York (1925), construction print of Buffalo St. (south) Elevation and North Elevation 
(courtesy, City of Ithaca, 1925). 
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1925  City of Ithaca (Will Miller Sawdon, Mayor) 
exterior pavement heating system—unknown 
? East Green Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Jamieson & McKinney Company (1925) 
 
 
Under Ground Piping for Heating of Buildings Parking Space, Ithaca, N. Y. 
[sheet of blue-line print; set is signed as follows: 

Jamieson & McKinney Co. 
by F. L. Brown, Jr.] 

sheet includes: [plan] 
 
Collection of the City of Ithaca:  City Engineer File No. 399. 
 
 

ENGINEERING  FILE 
        Buildings 
FILE NO.  399_     INDEX NAME    Parking Area Piping____ 
 
DATE 1925__  FIELD BOOK & PAGE  ENGINEER   Vivian ______ 
 
KIND OF RECORD & HOW FILED           Whiteprint_________________________         
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF WORK AND REMARKS        Plan of underground piping_  
for heating of buildings. _________________________________________________ 
 
SCALE OF MAP___________   CROSS INDEX TO   Parking Area________ 
                E. Green St. 
 
Collection of the City of Ithaca:  City Engineer File No. 267. 
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A-143.  C. L. Vivian, City of Ithaca paving heating system, Ithaca, New York (1925), 
construction print of plan (courtesy, City of Ithaca, 1925). 
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1925  County of Tompkins 
alteration to county courthouse—extant (2013); reroof (1971); 

renovation (1976-79) 
121 East Court (Mill) Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: Fred A. Cornelius & Company (1925) 
cost:  $3,000.00 
status:  National Register of Historic Places, 1971 

DeWitt Park Historic District, 1971 
 
 

The Second Tompkins County Courthouse is considered the oldest surviving 
Gothic Revival courthouse in New York state; it is also the oldest public building in 
Tompkins County.  Architect John Maurice designed a rectangular, two-story 
building measuring 75 by 57 feet.  Its red brick walls are divided into bays by 
buttresses and were covered with gray stucco some time in the 1920s.  * * * 
 
Elizabeth A. Dipple, editor, The National Register of Historic Places, 1972 
(Washington, D. C.:  National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior), 1972, 
page 339. 
 
 

The Old Tompkins County Court House was designed by John H. Maurice and 
erected in 1854, replacing the first Court House which was destroyed by fire.  It has 
the distinction of being the only remaining Gothic Revival style court house in New 
York State.  The building was made of brick, covered with a thin layer of plaster, but 
was covered with stucco in the 1920s.  After the construction of a new Court House 
in 1932, the older structure was used for county offices, and later as a museum.  
The Old Tompkins County Court House was renovated as a project in observation 
of the Nation’s Bicentennial, costing the county almost three-quarters of a million 
dollars.  It now contains a court room and offices for the County Personnel and 
Sheriff’s Departments. 
 
Historic Preservation in Tompkins County (Ithaca, N. Y.:  Tompkins County 
Department of Planning), 1977, page 3. 
 
 
untitled 
[6 pads of preliminary notes] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
untitled 
[preliminary sketches on Treasurer’s Office letterhead] 
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Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
untitled 
[6 pages of manuscript specifying general construction requirements] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
The Standard Form of Agreement:  Basement work—Additions and Alterations of 

Court House 
between: Tompkins County and Fred A. Cornelius Company 
date:  18 July 1925 
amount: $3,000.00 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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A-144.  C. L. Vivian, Tompkins County courthouse alteration, Ithaca, New York 
(1925), east facade (Author, 1981). 
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ca. 1925 Ithaca Board of Education 
renovation for projection booth in school building (Ithaca High 

School)—extant? (2013) 
201-209 North Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (ca. 1925) 
 
 

The equipment for these schools is far above the average.  * * *  Visual instruction 
has been introduced with excellent results.  For that purpose each school is provided 
with a stereopitcon and the high school building has a complete motion picture 
equipment. 
 
Henry Edward Abt, Ithaca (Ithaca, N. Y.:  Ross W. Kellogg), 1962, pager 116. 
 
 
Picture Booth, Ithaca High School 
[set of blue-line prints] 
set includes: Floor Plan; [plan at] Base; Front [elevation]; End [elevation]  

Section Looking Front; South End; Section Looking South 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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A-145.  C. L. Vivian, Ithaca High School projection booth, Ithaca, New York (ca. 
1925), construction drawing of building sections (courtesy, Cornell University 
Archives, ca. 1925). 
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ca. 1925 Ithaca Board of Education 
alteration to entrance of school building (East Hill School)—destroyed 

(1950s)/demolition 
105 Stewart Avenue 
Ithaca, New York 

contractor: ? (ca. 1925) 
 
 
Additions and Alterations, South Entrance, East Hill School Building 
[sheet of ink-on-heavy-stock-paper drawings] 
sheet includes: [partial] Plan; [partial south] Elevation; Section Looking West;  

Case on South Wall of N.W. Room, First Floor (Plan, Front, 
Section) 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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A-146. C. L. Vivian, East Hill School entrance alteration, Ithaca, New York (ca. 1925; 
destroyed), drawing of section and elevation (courtesy, Cornell University Archives, 
ca. 1925). 
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 ca. 1928 Elmer H. and Mabel H. Wanzer 
personal residence—extant (2013) 
personal garage—extant (2013) 
209 Cayuga Heights Road 
Cayuga Heights, New York 

contractor: ? (ca. 1928) 
 
 

Examples of his [Clinton L. Vivian’s] most recent work include the home of Mrs. 
M. L. Barstow and also that of Elmer H. Wanzer on Cayuga Heights.  * * * 
 
“C. L. Vivian, Architect, Dies At 69,” Ithaca Journal-News, 4 October 1930, pager 5. 
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A-147.  C. L. Vivian, Elmer and Mabel Wanzer residence and garage, Cayuga 
Heights, New York (ca. 1928), northwest facades (Author, 1981). 
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1929  Dorothy Putnam Barstow, New York City 
Mary L. Barstow, Ithaca (mother of client) 
summer residence (for client)/personal residence (for mother)—extant 

(2013) 
110 Hanshaw Road [originally 309 Cayuga Heights Road] 
Cayuga Heights, New York 

contractor: ? (1929) 
 
 

Examples of his [Clinton L. Vivian’s] most recent work include the home of Mrs. 
M. L. Barstow . . . on Cayuga Heights.  * * * 
 
“C. L. Vivian, Architect, Dies At 69,” Ithaca Journal-News, 4 October 1930, pager 5. 
 
 
Plans of House for Miss Dorothy Barstow, Cayuga Heights Road, Cayuga Heights, 

N. Y. 
[set of blue-line prints] 
set includes: Basement Plan 

First Floor Plan 
Second Floor Plan 
West Elevation 
South Elevation 
East Elevation 
North Elevation 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
Plans of House for Miss Dorothy Barstow, Cayuga Heights Road, Cayuga Heights, 

N. Y. 
[set of blue-line prints; set is identical to previous set but have colored pencil 

sketches on the verso the first four sheets.] 
set includes: Basement Plan; [west elevation sketch on verso] 

First Floor Plan; [south elevation sketch on verso] 
Second Floor Plan; [north elevation sketch on verso] 
West Elevation; [east elevation sketch on verso] 
South Elevation 
East Elevation 
North Elevation 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
untitled 
[group of preliminary pencil-on-flimsy drawings] 
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group includes: West Elevation 
West Elevation [with client’s notations] 
South Elevation 
South Elevation [with client’s notations] 
East Elevation 
East Elevation [with client’s notations] 
North Elevation 
North Elevation [with client’s notations] 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
untitled 
[sheet of preliminary pencil-on-flimsy sketches] 
sheet includes: [first floor plan] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
untitled 
[group of ink-on-tracing-paper drawings] 
group includes: First Floor [plan] 

Second Floor [plan] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
untitled 
[2 groups of blue-line prints] 
group includes: First Floor [plan] 

Second Floor [plan] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
House for Miss Dorothy Barstow, Cayuga Heights, N. Y. 
[sheet of ink-on-heavy-stock-paper drawings] 
sheet includes: Excavating [plan] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
untitled 
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[group of ink-on-tracing-paper drawings] 
group includes: Foundation [plan] 

First Floor [plan] 
Second Floor [plan] 
West Elevation 
South Elevation 
East Elevation 
North Elevation 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
untitled 
[group of ink-on-flimsy drawings] 
group includes: [alternate roof scheme, west elevation] 

[alternate roof scheme, south elevation] 
[alternate roof scheme, east elevation] 
[alternate roof scheme, north elevation] 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
untitled 
[group of blue-line prints] 
group includes: Foundation [plan] 

First Floor [plan; 3 prints] 
Second Floor [plan; 3 prints] 
West Elevation [4 prints] 
[alternate roof scheme, west elevation] 
South Elevation [4 prints] 
[alternate roof scheme, south elevation] 
East Elevation [4 prints] 
[alternate roof scheme, east elevation; 2 prints] 
North Elevation [3 prints] 
[alternate roof scheme, north elevation] 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
Residence of Miss Dorothy Barstow, Cayuga Heights, N. Y. 
[group of ink-on-heavy-stock-paper drawings] 
group includes: Basement Stairs Looking East; Kitchen Looking South; Pantry; 

Store Room Looking North; Kitchen Looking West, Section 
Dining Rm. Finish:  North Side; East Side; South Side; West Side 
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Finish of Living Room:  South Side; East Side; North Side; West 
Side 

Main Hall Finish:  Hall Looking West; Hall Looking North; Plan; 
Hall Looking East; Hall to Dining Rm. 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
Residence of Miss Dorothy Barstow, Cayuga Heights, N. Y. 
[group of blue-line prints] 
group includes: Basement Stairs Looking East; Kitchen Looking South; Pantry; 

Store Room Looking North; Kitchen Looking West, Section [4 
prints] 

Dining Rm. Finish:  North Side; East Side; South Side; West Side 
[2 prints] 

Finish of Living Room:  South Side; East Side; North Side; West 
Side [4 prints] 

Main Hall Finish:  Hall Looking West; Hall Looking North; Plan; 
Hall Looking East; Hall to Dining Rm. [3 prints] 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
Correspondence: Marietta Manufacturing Co., Indianapolis, Indiana, to Mary L.  

Barstow, 18 May 1929 
B. R. Johnson, Syracuse, New York, to Clinton L. Vivian, 13 July 

1929 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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A-148.  C. L. Vivian, Dorothy P. Barstow summer residence, Cayuga Heights, New 
York (1929), construction drawing of Second Floor plan (courtesy, Cornell University 
Archives, 1929). 
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1929  James N. and Edna B. Frost 
personal residence—extant (2013); alteration/additions; resurfaced 
409 Hanshaw Road 
Cayuga Heights, New York 

contractor: ? (1929) 
 
 
22 July 1929 
 
Dr. James N. Frost, 
223 Thurston Avenue, 
Ithaca, New York. 
 
Dear Mr. Frost: 
 

I do not want to [be] over particular about the plan of your house, and the only 
thing I am interested in is to make that whole section beautiful.  The lot you have in 
mind is the most conspicuous one in that locality.  Its setting is perfectly wonderful, 
requiring very little grading because the ground falls away so regularly toward the 
west and south; but the house will be seen from afar, and it is important that the 
perspective in every direction be pleasing.  Even on the east side the people who live 
farther up the hill will be looking down upon the house, and if it is attractive, it 
makes quite a difference in the sale of the other lots. 

The lot on the north is less expensive, and I would not be quite so particular 
about the western exposure, but the eastern exposure would also be important 
there.  I think, as a rule, a house that is quite long looks better than one that is cut 
off shorter, and that is why I hoped the plan might be retained as Mr. Vivian first 
drew it.  Then I think you are likely to be sorry if you do not retain the attractive roof 
features that appear in the original plan. 

I want to go up with you at the first opportunity and find out just how you 
have thought of locating it, so that I may know how it will affect the view from other 
sites. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
[Jared T. Newman] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Jared Treman Newman Papers, Collection No. 2157, Box 22. 
 
 

I am selling the lot on the east side of Hanshaw [Road] next to [Roger B. 
Williams] Jr.’s land to Dr. Frost for $4000 and expect to prepare the deed on 
Monday.  I have prepared [a] tentative deed of the right of way for the electric line 
and it is probably that the matter will be closed at an early date, although I do not 
expect ot get the money much before you come back.  I have now concluded that 
$3000 of the $4000 should go to the [Cayuga Heights Land] Corporation. 
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Jared T. Newman letter to Charles H. Newman, dated 27 July 1929, in Department 
of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  Jared Treman 
Newman Papers, Collection No. 2157, Box 22. 
 
 

The last house [was] for Dr. James N. Frost on Hanshaw Rd. next to the CH 
[Cayuga Heights] School grounds—I forgot to get the street number.  In 
correspondence dated about July, 1919, JTN [Jared T. Newman] mentions that 
Vivian drew the plans for it. 
 
Carol U. Sisler letter to David A. Rash, dated 12 June 1986. 
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A-149.  C. L. Vivian, James and Edna Frost residence, Cayuga Heights, New York 
(1929; altered), exterior view from the west (courtesy, Carol U. Sisler, 1986). 
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1930  Ithaca Board of Education 
school building (Boynton Junior High School)—project 
302 West Buffalo Street 
Ithaca, New York 

 
 

If plans materialize, Ithaca will witness one of the largest building programs in 
its history this Summer.  At present there is nothing definite decided in regard to 
several of the proposed new buildings which are to be constructed in the city but 
work on the new Junior High School and the new Cornell Law College is scheduled 
for an early start this spring. 

* * * 
No announcement as to the size or cost of the new Junior High School has been 

made as yet but it is generally supposed that it will be much larger than any of the 
grade schools in the city.  Arrangements must be made for the accommodation of 
800 children of the seventh and eighth grades and must necessarily be a larger 
structure. 
 
“Ithaca May Witness Building Boom If Plans Materialize,” Ithaca Journal-News, 22 
March 1930, page 10. 
 
 
School: 

Ithaca, Boynton Jr High 
 
“C. L. Vivian:  Projects attributed and constructed” (Ithaca, N Y.:  unpublished 
typescript/Historic Ithaca), not dated. 
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ca. 1930 George A. and Norma V. Walters 
personal residence—project 
110 Cayuga Heights Road 
Cayuga Heights, New York 

 
 
Residential: 

Geroge [sic] Walters Residence 
 
“C. L. Vivian:  Projects attributed and constructed” (Ithaca, N Y.:  unpublished 
typescript/Historic Ithaca), not dated. 
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?  Charlotte E. Williams 
personal residence—project? 
unidentified site 
Cayuga Heights, New York 

 
 

The correspondence also mentions that Vivian drew plans for a house for 
Charlotte E. Williams, Henry Shaler [Williams’] daughter, but I don’t think it was 
built. 
 
Carol U. Sisler letter to David A. Rash, dated 12 June 1986. 
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?  unidentified client 
house—unknown 
unidentified location 

 
 
untitled 
[group of ink-on-tracing-paper drawings] 
group includes: North Elevation 

East Elevation 
South Elevation 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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A-150.  C. L. Vivian, house for unidentified client (unknown date), construction 
drawing of East Elevation (courtesy, Cornell University Archives). 
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?  Jester W. Hook 
renovation of personal residence—unknown 
107 South Plain Street 
Ithaca, New York 

 
 
untitled 
[preliminary layout drawing on tracing paper] 
drawing includes: second floor plan 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
Res. of J. W. Hook, Esq., No. 107 S. Plain St., Ithaca, N. Y. 
[group of ink-on-tracing-paper drawings] 
group includes: First Floor [plan]; Hall to Living Rm.; China Cl. 

Second Floor [plan] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
 
 
Res. of J. W. Hook, Esq., No. 107 S. Plain St., Ithaca, N. Y. 
 [2 blue-line prints of drawings] 
print includes:  First Floor [plan]; Hall to Living Rm.; China Cl.; Second Floor  

[plan] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Buildings & Properties drawings, Collection No. 43/2/552. 
 



1309 
 

 
 
 
 

 

A-151.  C. L. Vivian, Jester W. Hook residence renovation, Ithaca, New York 
(unknown date), construction drawing of First Floor plan (courtesy, Cornell 
University Archives). 
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?  Ithaca Board of Education (Frank D. Boynton, superintendent) 
renovation for classroom in school building (Fall Creek School)—

destroyed (1966)/demolition 
905 North Aurora Street 
Ithaca, New York 

 
 
 
Additions & Alterations, Fall Creek School Building, Ithaca, N.Y. 
[ink-on-tracing-paper drawing] 
drawing includes: [basement plan]; East Side [exterior elevation]; South End of 

Room [interior elevation]; Rear End of Room [interior 
elevation]; Looking North [interior elevation] 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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A-152.  C. L. Vivian, Fall Creek School classroom finish work, Ithaca, New York 
(unknown date), construction drawing of partial floor plan, exterior elevation and 
interior elevations (courtesy, Cornell University Archives). 
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?  Ithaca Board of Education (Frank D. Boynton, superintendent) 
renovation of lavatory in school building (Ithaca High School)—

destroyed? 
201-209 North Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

 
 
Changes in Lavatories, Ithaca High School Bldg., Ithaca, N. Y. 
[blue-line prints of drawing] 
drawing includes: Plan; Screen 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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A-153.  C. L. Vivian, Ithaca High School lavatory renovation, Ithaca, New York 
(unknown date), construction print of partial floor plan and interior elevation 
(courtesy, Cornell University Archives). 
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?  Ithaca Board of Education (Frank D. Boynton, superintendent) 
renovation of lavatory in school building (Ithaca High School)—

destroyed? 
201-209 North Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

 
 
Changes in Girl’s Cloak Rm., Ground Floor, Ithaca High School 
[ink-on-tracing-paper drawing] 
drawing includes: [plan]; Boys’ Lav. [plan]; Elevation, Boys’ Lav. First Fl. 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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A-154.  C. L. Vivian, Ithaca High School cloakroom and lavatory renovation, Ithaca, 
New York (unknown date), construction drawing of partial floor plans and interior 
elevation (courtesy, Cornell University Archives). 
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?  Ithaca Board of Education (Frank D. Boynton, superintendent) 
exterior basement stairway at school building (Ithaca High School)—

destroyed? 
201-209 North Cayuga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

 
 
Arrea [sic] Steps, Ithaca High School 
[ink-on-tracing-paper drawing] 
drawing includes: [plan] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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A-155.  C. L. Vivian, Ithaca High School areawell stairway, Ithaca, New York 
(unknown date), construction drawing of partial floor plan (courtesy, Cornell 
University Archives). 
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?  unidentified client 
house—project? 
117 East Buffalo Street 
Ithaca, New York 

 
 
117 East Buffalo Street 
group of ink-on-tracing-paper drawings] 
group includes: First Floor [plan] 

Second Floor [plan] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries:  
Clinton Loop Vivian Papers, Collection No. 3280. 
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A-156.  C. L. Vivian, East 117 East Buffalo Street house, Ithaca, New York 
(unknown date), measured drawing of Second Floor plan (courtesy, Cornell 
University Archives). 
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1906-08 First Methodist-Episcopal Church Society 
church building—extant (2013); entrance tower demolition 
402 North Aurora Street 
Ithaca, New York 

design:  Brown & Davis, Cincinnati, Ohio (1905-06) 
contractor: Clemence Construction Company, Syracuse (1906-08) 

Ithaca Contracting Company (interior plastering work) 
Spencer & Spencer (1908) interior completion 

 
 
 

BIDS  RECEIVED  NEXT  WEDNESDAY 
 

FOR  COMPLETION  OF  FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH. 
 

Contract for Carpenter Work to be Relet—Plastering is Now Being Finished—A 
Number of Church Picnics to Be Held this Week. 

 
The building committee of the First Methodist Church will meet at Architect 

Vivian’s office on Wednesday at one o’clock to receive the bids for the completion of 
the church edifice.  All bids are to be in at this time. 

The Ithaca Contracting Company is not plastering the church and will complete 
the basement and have it ready for the carpenter work by the middle of the week. 

The Methodist Brotherhood is planning for its annual picnic for the Fourth of 
July.  All members and their families are expected to go. 

Services will be held each Sunday, both morning and evening during the summer 
months. 

The mid-week prayer service will he held in Library Hall on Wednesday evening 
at the usual hour. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 29 June 1908, page 6. 
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1909-10 County of Tompkins 
cell addition to county jail building—destroyed (?)/demolition 
117 East Court (Mill) Street 
Ithaca, New York 

design:  Alvah B. Wood (1908-09) 
contractor: Pulford & Dempsey Company, Elmira (1909-10) 

Ithaca Contracting Company (interior plastering work) 
Spencer & Spencer (1908) interior completion 

 
 

CHURCH  AND  JAIL  WILL  ALMOST  MEET. 
 

Building Commissioner C. L. Vivian verified this morning the depth that will be 
used in the building of the annex of the county jail.  It had been thought that there 
was some clearance between the edge of the county property and the first Baptist 
church, but it was found this morning that there is not, o the annex will be built very 
close to the church wall.  Contractor Dempsey said this morning that he would start 
work on the new building some time this week. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 12 April 1909, page 3. 
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1911-12 Ithaca Telephone Company subsidiary, Federal Telephone &  
Telegraph Company 

central telephone exchange building—extant (2013); multiple 
additions/ renovation; entrance alteration 

212 North Tioga Street 
Ithaca, New York 

design:  Meade & Hamilton, Cleveland, Ohio (1911) 
contractor: Pritchard & Lyon (1911-12) excavation 

Driscoll Brothers & Company (1912) superstructure 
 
 

BIDS  ASKED. 
 

Telephone Company to Award Further Contracts. 
 

The excavating for the new fire proof building for the Ithaca Telephone Company 
is proceeding rapidly in the hands of Pritchard & Lyon, who have the contract for 
the work. 

In another column, bids are asked for those portions of the work that have not 
been already awarded.  They cover the building above the foundation, the 
foundation contract having been awarded as well as the excavation. 

The plans prepared by Meade & Hamilton, of Cleveland, are now with Architect 
C. L. Vivian, who will have charge of the construction of the building, which will be 
two stories and a basement.  Full steel construction will be used, with reinforced 
concrete and it will, when completed, be the only strictly fire proof building in the 
business district of the city. 

It is understood that the building will be placed about eight feet back of the 
street line, to give the proper setting for the style of architecture used, which is 
largely colonial. 

While the exterior of the building will be especially attractive and an ornament to 
the city, Manager Gardiner states that the interior will, when completed, give the 
most complete telephone building in the state, cities of the first class not excepted.  
Larger cities may have larger boards, but none today are as complete as the one now 
building for the Ithaca exchange. 
 
Ithaca Daily Journal, 19 December 1911, page 6. 
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1911-12 New York State College of Agriculture at Cornell University 
poultry husbandry academic building (Caldwell Hall)—extant 

(2013); renovation 
Cornell University campus 
Ithaca, New York 

design:  Clarence A. Martin, Jean Hebrard and George A. Young, Jr. (1910-11) 
Green & Wicks, Buffalo (associate architect) 
Franklin B. Ware, Albany (state supervising architect) 

landscape: Warren H. Manning, Boston, Massachusetts (1910-12) 
Bryant Fleming (associate landscape architect) 

contractor: Eastern Concrete-Steel Company, Buffalo (1911-12) 
status:  Ithaca City Landmark, 1985 
 
 
University: 

Ithaca, Cornell University, Poultry (supervising) 
 
“C. L. Vivian:  Projects attributed and constructed” (Ithaca, N Y.:  unpublished 
typescript/Historic Ithaca), not dated. 
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1911-12 New York State College of Agriculture at Cornell University 
home economics academic building (formerly Comstock Hall, now 

Computing & Communications Center)—extant (2012); 
renovation; addition 

Cornell University campus 
Ithaca, New York 

design:  Clarence A. Martin, Jean Hebrard and George A. Young, Jr. (1910-11) 
Green & Wicks, Buffalo (associate architect) 
Franklin B. Ware, Albany (state supervising architect) 

landscape: Warren H. Manning, Boston, Massachusetts (1910-12) 
Bryant Fleming (associate landscape architect) 

contractor: The Durolithic Company, Buffalo (1911-12) 
status:  Ithaca City Landmark, 1985 
 
 
University: 

Ithaca, Cornell University, Home Economics (supervising) 
 
“C. L. Vivian:  Projects attributed and constructed” (Ithaca, N Y.:  unpublished 
typescript/Historic Ithaca), not dated. 
 
 
The Computing and Communications Center, housed in a remodeled and renamed 
Comstock Hall (originally constructed in 1912 for home economics use), stands on 
the site of the old Roberts Barn. 
 
Ronald E. Ostman, Cornell Then & Now:  Historic and Contemporary Views of Cornell 
University (Ithaca, N Y.:  McBooks Press, Inc.), 2003, page 100. 
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1912-13 New York State College of Agriculture at Cornell University 
auditorium building (Bailey Hall)—extant (2013) 
Cornell University campus 
Ithaca, New York 

design:  Green & Wicks, Buffalo (1910-13) 
Franklin B. Ware, Albany (state supervising architect; 1910-12) 
Lewis F. Pilcher, Albany (state supervising architect; 1913) 

landscape: Warren H. Manning, Boston, Massachusetts (1910-13) 
Bryant Fleming (associate landscape architect) 

contractor: Metz Brothers & Company, Buffalo (1912-13) 
status:  Ithaca City Landmark, 1985 
 
 
University: 

Ithaca, Cornell University, Bailey Hall (supervising) 
 
“C. L. Vivian:  Projects attributed and constructed” (Ithaca, N Y.:  unpublished 
typescript/Historic Ithaca), not dated. 
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1912-13 New York State College of Veterinary Sciences at Cornell University 
small animal clinic building (now Extension Division of the School of 

Industrial & Labor Relations)—extant (2012); renovation 
veterinary medical hospital building (now Conference Center of the 

School of Industrial & Labor Relations)—extant (2012); 
renovation 

farriery academic building (now Research Division of the School of 
Industrial & Labor Relations)—extant (2012); renovation 

Cornell University campus 
Ithaca, New York 

design:  Green & Wicks, Buffalo (1910-13) 
Franklin B. Ware, Albany (state supervising architect; 1910-12) 
Lewis F. Pilcher, Albany (state supervising architect; 1913) 

landscape: Warren H. Manning, Boston, Massachusetts (1910-13) 
Bryant Fleming (associate landscape architect) 

contractor: Metz Brothers & Company, Buffalo (1912-13) 
 
 
University: 

Ithaca, Cornell University, Veternary [sic] College (supervising) 
 
“C. L. Vivian:  Projects attributed and constructed” (Ithaca, N Y.:  unpublished 
typescript/Historic Ithaca), not dated. 
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1912-14 New York State College of Agriculture at Cornell University 
agronomy academic building (Fernow Hall)—extant (2013) 
Cornell University campus 
Ithaca, New York 

design:  Green & Wicks, Buffalo (1911-14) 
Franklin B. Ware, Albany (state supervising architect; 1910-12) 
Lewis F. Pilcher, Albany (state supervising architect; 1913-14) 

landscape: Warren H. Manning, Boston, Massachusetts (1910-14) 
Bryant Fleming (associate landscape architect) 

contractor: The Durolithic Company, Buffalo (1912-14) 
status:  Ithaca City Landmark, 1985 
 
 
University: 

Ithaca, Cornell University, Agronomy (supervising) 
 
“C. L. Vivian:  Projects attributed and constructed” (Ithaca, N Y.:  unpublished 
typescript/Historic Ithaca), not dated. 
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1912-14 New York State College of Agriculture at Cornell University 
animal husbandry academic building (Wing Hall)—extant (2012) 
Cornell University campus 
Ithaca, New York 

design:  Green & Wicks, Buffalo (1911-14) 
Franklin B. Ware, Albany (state supervising architect; 1910-12) 
Lewis F. Pilcher, Albany (state supervising architect; 1913-14) 

landscape: Warren H. Manning, Boston, Massachusetts (1910-14) 
Bryant Fleming (associate landscape architect) 

contractor: The Durolithic Company, Buffalo (1912-14) 
 
 
University: 

Ithaca, Cornell University, Animal Husbandry (supervising) 
 
“C. L. Vivian:  Projects attributed and constructed” (Ithaca, N Y.:  unpublished 
typescript/Historic Ithaca), not dated. 
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HENRY  S.  &  HARRIET  H.  WILLIAMS  RESIDENCE 
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PREFACE 

 

Henry Shaler Williams was the family non-conformist.  

Possessed of a bright intelligence, he wrote introspective letters to his 

mother while he was at Yale.  He graduated in 1868 (Ph.B.) and 1871 

(Ph.D.).  While Cliff Park was a temperance household, he stashed a 

bottle of gin in the barn.  He tried the family route to success through 

the bank and foundry but told his brothers it was not for him.  He 

became Professor of Geology at Cornell from 1880 to 1892 but, in a 

disagreement over funding, left Cornell to join the faculty at Yale 

University.  On October 18, 1871, he married Harriet Hart Willcox of 

New Haven, Connecticut.  They asked Vivian and Gibb to design a 

house for them in New Haven, the firm’s first residential commission.  

Their house was the first of six to be designed by the firm in that city 

and is still standing.1 

The Henry Shaler and Harriet Hart (Willcox) Williams residence of 1892-93 in 

New Haven, Connecticut, is one of the most significant residential design by Vivian’s 

firm outside of Tompkins County and an important project for understanding 

Vivian’s development as an architect of residential structures.  This house was 

designed for a member of the influential Williams family of Ithaca.  It is the first 

documented residential design by Vivian’s firm.  Perhaps more importantly, it was 

designed in the Colonial Revival style and established a precedent that Vivian would 

return to at significant moments in his career, for example, the Theta Delta Chi 

chapter house of 1896-97, the Herbert & Donna Willson residence of 1901, “DeWitt 

Park West” of 1904-07, and, to a lesser degree, “Juniper Hill” of 1917-21. 

Considering the above points, the existence of correspondence between the 

client and architect is a singularly happy state of affairs.  Although this 

correspondence is not as complete as one might wish, it does deal with a wide range  

                                                        
1 Carol U. Sisler, Enterprising Families, Ithaca, New York:  Their Houses and Businesses 

(Ithaca, N. Y.:  Enterprise Publishing), 1986, page 42. 



1332 
 

of matters:  from a discussion by the client about changes to be made in the 

preliminary design of the house to the rather mundane approval by the architect of 

the contractor’s monthly progress payment request.  The correspondence also makes 

clear that both Henry and Harriet were involved in the design process of their New 

Haven home. 

In some respects, the most interesting aspect of the correspondence is the 

discussion between client and architect in regards to the design of the house, and the 

surviving correspondence makes clear that Henry and Harriet Williams had clear 

ideas as to what their house needed to accommodate in a functional sense.  The 

correspondence also makes clear that even though there was a relatively ample 

budget for this house, construction costs played a factor in the final design—not 

necessarily in regards to basic concerns, such as size and layout of the rooms or in 

accommodating basic living needs (heating, plumbing, lighting, etc.), but in regards 

to more qualitative concerns, such as whether the quality of work performed by a 

given contractor justifies the price quoted by that contractor (apparently not insofar 

as the New Haven Insulated Wire Company was concerned) and how elaborate the 

decorative scheme of the house might be. 

In regards to cost, the correspondence provides an incomplete record, but it 

does allow for an approximation as to what its cost was.  The correspondence 

records only three monthly progress payment requests by the general contractor, 

Charles D. Kinney.  The last payment request was dated 6 November 1893, and is 

the only one where the Vivian & Gibb indicated its numerical sequence—six (6).  As 

the three available monthly progress payment requests averaged $1,291.55, it is 

possible to extrapolate that the approximate construction cost was in the vicinity of 

$8,050; the grading costs were approximately $350; and a rejected bid for providing 

electrical wiring in the house had been $150.  These costs suggest that the house 
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exclusive of land was at least $8,500, and may have been more, depending on 

whether the costs of mechanical systems were included in the general construction 

contract are were let separately.  As such, the Henry and Harriet Williams house 

was likely the most expensive single-family residence designed by Vivian & Gibb 

until the firm was given the commission for “The Hickories” in 1897 where the main 

house of the estate had a budget of $20,000.  By way of comparison, the speculative 

houses that Vivian designed for Herman Bergholtz in 1906-09 were budgeted at 

$2,000 per house. 

Insofar as possible, all correspondence from the Josiah Butler Williams 

Family Papers collection at the Department of Manuscripts and University Archives 

of the Cornell University Libraries relating to the design and construction of the 

house is included in this appendix.  While the author is grateful to Nancy L. Dean of 

the Cornell University Archives staff for her assistance in locating much of this 

correspondence, any errors in the transcription of the correspondence in this 

appendix are the author’s alone. 
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Vivian & Gibb, 
Architects, 
Ithaca, N. Y. 
 
 
 

Jan. 21/93 
 
Dear Prof. Williams, 
 

I am sending you by this mail tracing of basement, 1st, 2nd & 3rd floor 
plans.  If you will go over these carefully and mark on these any changes you may 
want.  As far as I can see they embody about all the requirements, and [I] hope Mrs. 
Williams will find enough closet room.  I will be able to get contractors to figure on 
all three houses so have no fear of the cost running high.  Please let us have the 
tracing with changes as soon as possible so we can go on.  With regards to Mrs. 
Williams. 
 

Believe me, 
 

Very sincerely yours, 
 

Arthur N. Gibb 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries: 
Josiah Butler Williams Family Papers, Collection No. 1148, Box 26 (Letter Binder 
#13). 
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New Haven, Conn. 
 

Jan. 24, ’93 
 
Messrs. Vivian & Gibb, 
 

Gentlemen: 
 

We have received & examined the plans of the house as arranged with 
side entrance.  When talking with Mr. Gibb, he will remember, we spoke of another 
plan.  Now, what is most objectionable in this plan is the cramping of rooms 
between north & south walls and great loss of economy of space in the center.  We 
need these rooms:  that is two chambers & a small bedroom off one of these as 
group of house; by extending room over balcony, or so as to take in balcony & 
porch, I should think this might be accomplished.  But before discussing this 
possibility and the several detailed modifications, I would like to see [a] general 
sketch of [an] arrangement with entrance central, as I think this will give us greater 
economy of space for the rooms, and not as much hall, stair & closet space in the 
most important part of the house.  I will retain the plan till I hear what you think of 
this idea and about the other sketch. 
 

Yours truly, 
 

H. S. Williams 
 
[There is a notation by H. S. Williams added along the left margin that is mostly 
illegible.] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries: 
Josiah Butler Williams Family Papers, Collection No. 1148, Box 61 (Letter Book #6). 
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Vivian & Gibb, 
Architects, 
Ithaca, N. Y. 
 
 
 

Ithaca 
Jan. 26/93 

 
Prof. H. S. Williams, 
 

Dear Sir, 
 

Enclosed please find plan of 2nd floor with alterations giving 
additional size to almost every room, decreasing Main Hall space and in addition a 
small room over porch, opening off middle room front.  I have been working over 
plan with entrance in center of front but am not satisfied with it, it does not begin to 
compare with present plan, no two rooms communicating.  Tomorrow I shall lay 
another plan out independently of the one sent you and see what can be done with 
it.  As regards using center of house for closets, it is hardly available for other uses, 
outside lights being unattainable. 
 

Yours truly, 
 

Arthur N. Gibb 
 

for Vivian & Gibb 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries: 
Josiah Butler Williams Family Papers, Collection No. 1148, Box 26 (Letter Binder 
#13). 
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New Haven, Jan. 27/93 
 
 
Messrs. Vivian & Gibb, 
 

My dear Mr. Gibb: 
 

Your letter of 26th inst. with new tracing is at hand.  Mrs. Williams & 
I have been studying over the matter still further, and think it may be possible to so 
adjust the general plan as to bring it into shape satisfactory to our demands.  Your 
second tracing comes nearer in some respects that a modification of that will come 
still nearer and seems to us presentable.  In adjusting the three front chambers [of 
the second floor]:  1st, let the smaller one be the middle one—2d, let that one open 
more immediately into the north one, and 3d, make the south corner a separate 
room to be used as [a] guest room.  4, this inner using [of] the space which, 5, uses 
the Balcony, as [with] first tracing, for part of the chamber, and (6) some 
adjustment of the partitions and front windows.  The idea being to make the center 
as small [as possible and still] to be used as [a] chamber and that by opening the 
door, can be thrown into the north room as [—illegible—] a living or sitting room.  
The alcove throwing the bed a little out of the north chamber.  Other points which we 
have in the past written about: 
 

7, Kitchen in basement, 8, Laundry tub under window. 
9, In Cook’s chamber, have a West window. 
10, The large closet in s.w. chamber[,] partition into two [closets], the smaller 

opening into the main hall. 
11, In regard to library, give me more wall & shelf space and allow north 

window for light and table. 
 

I suggest the changing [of the] west end of room giving me the space south 
of center for wall with perhaps upper stained [glass] lights and may be [with] doors 
& windows to correspond to the bay windows on east side of the room—one of the 
windows being turned into a door. 

And at the rear, the window seat should not take away [from] the wall space 
existing, but give further extension of shelf room on north. 

I make these points at once [so] that they may help you in the new 
arrangement [that] you are doing.  We are pretty well satisfied with [the] 1st floor—
in case it be not necessary to make central entrance in order to economize space. 

And the point 12 is [to] throw east and west light into dining room and 
chamber space either by extending the whole S[outh] wall a little further south or by 
throwing a bay southward from center.  I trust you will be able to work in the 
suggestions. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

H. S. Williams 
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Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries: 
Josiah Butler Williams Family Papers, Collection No. 1148, Box 61 (Letter Book #6). 
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Vivian & Gibb, 
Architects, 
New Haven, Conn. 
 
 
 

July 10/93 
 
Dear Professor Williams, 
 

I am sending you by this mail some drawings for the leaded glass in 
Reception Room, Parlor and large window on the Staircase for your approval.  The 
glass with festoons is to be clear white with just a touch of color in festoons.  For the 
staircase thick amber glass with the design in semicircle in clear white.  As I did not 
care for the drawing on board, I drew out the one [enclosed] on tracing paper.  The 
rest of the leaded glass will be simply plain diamond or square.  This in order to get 
the festoons, etc, for glass here shown as it costs more than price specified viz. 75¢ 
but by keeping the rest of leaded glass simple I can get this extra work done at same 
price.  I trust you are enjoying a much needed rest.  Everything is going nicely at the 
house. 

With best regards to everyone. 
 

Believe me, 
 

Yours truly, 
 

Arthur N. Gibb 
 
[An ink notation, “Lock box 1638,” occurs immediately under the letterhead.] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries: 
Josiah Butler Williams Family Papers, Collection No. 1148, Box 26 (Letter Binder 
#14). 
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Vivian & Gibb, 
Architects, 
Rooms:  8 and 10 Glebe Building 
New Haven, Conn.                Head Office:  Ithaca, N. Y. 
P. O. Box, 1638 
 
 
 

New Haven, August 11th, 1893 
 
To Vivian & Gibb, City 
 
Gentlemen: 
 

We would herewith quote you a price of three (3) dollars per outlet for wiring 
the house of Prof. H. S. Williams, City, which price includes two main switches 
controlling the lights on each floor, also one switch each for the lights on porch & 
verandah. 

Workmanship & material to be of the best and work done to be in accordance 
with the rule of the Board of Fire Underwriters. 
 

Yours truly, 
 

New Haven Insulated Wire Co. 
 
[H. S. Williams added the following ink notation:  “50 opening[s]/I decided not to 
have it done/HSW/Aug 12.”] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries: 
Josiah Butler Williams Family Papers, Collection No. 1148, Box 26 (Letter Binder 
#14). 
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Vivian & Gibb, 
Architects, 
Rooms:  8 and 10 Glebe Building 
New Haven, Conn.                Head Office:  Ithaca, N. Y. 
P. O. Box, 1638 
 
 
 

New Haven, Aug. 15th, 1893 
 
H. S. Williams, Esq. 
 

To Vivian & Gibb, Dr. 
 
Balance as per last account rendered 
 

$144.75 
 
Received payment, 

 
Vivian & Gibb 

 
With thanks       sn. Arthur N. Gibb 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries: 
Josiah Butler Williams Family Papers, Collection No. 1148, Box 26 (Letter Binder 
#14). 
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The Mitchell Vance Company, Address all correspondence to 
Manufacturers of General Offices 
Gas and Electric Light Fixtures at Manufactory 
836 and 838 Broadway 10th Ave., and 24th St. 
New York, Sept. 1st, 1893 
 
 
 
 
Prof. H. S. Williams, 
 

New Haven, Conn. 
 
Dear Sir:- 
 

We would like to have an opportunity to go through your new Dwelling on 
Prospect St., N. Haven, and get a correct list of all the gas outlets, so that we could 
furnish you with an estimate for the gas or combination and electric fixtures 
required for same.  Please let us hear from you by the enclosed postal card, and 
oblige, 

 
Yours truly, 

 
James T. White 

for 
The Mitchell Vance Compy. 

 
#9310. 
 
[HSW notation:  “ansd.”  The Mitchell Vance Company correspondence was a form 
letter with H. S. William’s name inserted and the type of building under construction 
was also an insertion.] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries: 
Josiah Butler Williams Family Papers, Collection No. 1148, Box 26 (Letter Binder 
#14). 
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C. W. Blakeslee     New Haven, Sept. 1, 1893 
D. A. Blakeslee 
D. W. Blakeslee 
 
 
 

 
 

Prof. Williams 
 

To Charles W. Blakeslee & Sons, Dr. 
 

General Contractors 
 
Elliott, near George Street 
 

  29  To ¾ D. Labor grading     1.50 
  1    “  ½  “       “        “       1.00 
23    “  334 Lds Earth fill   15       50.10 52.60 
 

Paid  Sept 13/93 
C W Blakeslee & Sons 

[?] Bush 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries: 
Josiah Butler Williams Family Papers, Collection No. 1148, Box 26 (Letter Binder 
#14). 
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Vivian & Gibb, 
Architects, 
Rooms:  8 and 10 Glebe Building 
New Haven, Conn.                Head Office:  Ithaca, N. Y. 
P. O. Box, 1638 
 
 
 

New Haven, Sept. 4, 1893 
 
H. S. Williams, Esq. 
 

New Haven 
 

THIS   IS   TO   CERTIFY   THAT   ACCORDING   TO   THE   TERMS    OF   
YOUR   CONTRACT  WITH              Chas. D. Kinney, he is___________ENTITLED  
TO  THE  SUM  OF               One thousand & Seventy-three  11/100_ Dollars    . 
$1,073.11 
 

Vivian & Gibb 
 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries: 
Josiah Butler Williams Family Papers, Collection No. 1148, Box 26 (Letter Binder 
#14). 
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Charles D. Kinney Charles D. Kinney 
Contractor and Builder Fredk. N. Kinney 
85 Orange Street Charles H. Kinney 
New Haven, Conn. 
 
 
 

Sept. 5, 1893. 
 
Prof. H. S. Williams, 
 

City. 
 

Dear Sir:- 
 

We herewith enclose [for] you [the] architects certificate for work done 
and material furnished on your house for the month of August.  Trusting that it will 
be satisfactory we remain 

 
Very truly yours, 

 
Chas. D. Kinney  

 
Dictated.        per. 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries: 
Josiah Butler Williams Family Papers, Collection No. 1148, Box 26 (Letter Binder 
#14). 
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Charles W. Blakeslee & Sons 
General Contractors 
Elliott, near George Street 
New Haven, Conn. Sept. 14, 1893 
 
 
 
 
Prof. H. S. Williams 
 

Dear Sir, 
 

We did not understand your limit of 50 or 60 Loads and continued to 
put on, as material was convenient, expecting you to say when we should stop, and 
we did not put on more than we thought would be needed.  We regret that you are 
disappointed in getting too much of the earth and will endeavor to do better the next 
time. 

 
Yours Respectfully, 

 
C. W. Blakeslee & Sons 

 
[?] Bush 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries: 
Josiah Butler Williams Family Papers, Collection No. 1148, Box 26 (Letter Binder 
#14). 
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Vivian & Gibb, 
Architects, 
Ithaca, N. Y. 
 
 
 

Sept. 23/93 
 
Dear Professor Williams, 
 

As the Tile and Mantels for fireplaces in your house are all in Kinney’s 
contract, the former selected and the latter already designed, there is no occasion for 
dealings with the Jackson Co. unless you wish to get andirons, etc. from them.  I 
was over [the] list of gas fixtures with Mitchell, Vance & Co. who will submit 
estimates & designs.  Another company sent their representatives here on Monday & 
will also estimate.  I hope you find work going on all right during my absence. 
 

Yours truly, 
 

Arthur N. Gibb 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries: 
Josiah Butler Williams Family Papers, Collection No. 1148, Box 26 (Letter Binder 
#14). 
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Vivian & Gibb, 
Architects, 
Rooms:  8 and 10 Glebe Building 
New Haven, Conn.                Head Office:  Ithaca, N. Y. 
P. O. Box, 1638 
 
 
 

New Haven, Oct. 3, 1893 
 
H. S. Williams, Esq. 
 

New Haven, Ct. 
 

THIS   IS   TO   CERTIFY   THAT   ACCORDING   TO   THE   TERMS    OF   
YOUR   CONTRACT  WITH                   Chas. D. Kinney, he is                 ENTITLED  
TO  THE  SUM  OF         Fourteen Hundred & Eighty-seven  62/100  Dollars    . 
$1,487.62 
 

Vivian & Gibb 
 
for month ending 
Sept. 30/93 
 
[H. S. Williams added the following notation:  “paid by check #11 attached.”] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries: 
Josiah Butler Williams Family Papers, Collection No. 1148, Box 26 (Letter Binder 
#14). 
 
 
 



1349 
 

Vivian & Gibb, 
Architects, 
Rooms:  8 and 10 Glebe Building 
New Haven, Conn.                Head Office:  Ithaca, N. Y. 
P. O. Box, 1638 
 
 
 

New Haven, Oct. 3, 1893 
 
H. S. Williams, Esq. 
 

Dear Sir, 
 

If convenient we should be obliged if you could favor us with the 
amount enclosed to apply on account.  We have written Mr. Kinney in regard to the 
leader drains. 

 
Yours truly, 

 
Vivian & Gibb 

 
[HSW ink notation indicates paid by check #12.] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries: 
Josiah Butler Williams Family Papers, Collection No. 1148, Box 26 (Letter Binder 
#14). 
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Vivian & Gibb, 
Architects, 
Rooms:  8 and 10 Glebe Building 
New Haven, Conn.                Head Office:  Ithaca, N. Y. 
P. O. Box, 1638 
 
 

New Haven, Oct. 5, 1893 
 
Dear Professor Williams, 
 

Enclosed find receipt for chick for which many thanks.  I have seen young Mr. 
Kinney about the leader drains and will see that he attends to it without delay and 
also the grading.  I have also had a talk with Mr. Larkin & his foreman and think 
they will find no difficulties in their way with my return. 

 
Yours truly, 

 
Arthur N. Gibb 

 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries: 
Josiah Butler Williams Family Papers, Collection No. 1148, Box 26 (Letter Binder 
#14). 
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Articles of Agreement for Grading & Turfing. 
 
I, Levi Dorman, agree to do the Grading & Turfing, furnishing what loam is needed, 
also to lay Concrete walks specified in this Specification for the sum of ($300) Three 
hundred dollars.  The said works to be done for Prof. H. S. Williams on Prospect 
Street (#282) around new house.  First the ground is to be graded from the street 
curb to the House front on the east side, on the north side to west of House on the 
south to fence line also on south side of House by side door makes a Terrace and 
also to grade by side Verander [sic], and also to agree to furnish what loam & 
Fertelizer [sic] is necessary. 
 
Also to lay out driveway and Turf what ground that is not taken up by walks and 
driveways except on south side of lot.  The space between driveway and fence line 
which is to be [laid] a border of turf and the rest ready for seeding.  Also agree to 
remove Tree if necessary. 
 
The walks to be layed [sic] are to run from side walk on front to door on north side 
of House then around to back door.  Also to branch and run to front door and also 
to side door on south side of house. 
 

Levi Dorman 
Per. B. H. D. 
Henry S. Williams 

 
Oct. 7, 1893 
 
[This letter of agreement is preceded in the letter binder by a number of pencil 
sketches relating to site grading.] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries: 
Josiah Butler Williams Family Papers, Collection No. 1148, Box 26 (Letter Binder 
#14). 
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Vivian & Gibb, 
Architects, 
Rooms:  8 and 10 Glebe Building 
New Haven, Conn.                Head Office:  Ithaca, N. Y. 
P. O. Box, 1638 
 
 
 

New Haven, Nov. 3rd, 1893 
 
H. S. Williams, Esq. 
 

New Haven 
 

THIS   IS   TO   CERTIFY   THAT   ACCORDING   TO   THE   TERMS    OF   
YOUR   CONTRACT  WITH              Charles D. Kinney, he is                   ENTITLED  
TO  THE  SUM  OF               Thirteen Hundred & Thirteen  92/100  Dollars    . 
$1,313.92 
 

Vivian & Gibb 
 
No. 6 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries: 
Josiah Butler Williams Family Papers, Collection No. 1148, Box 26 (Letter Binder 
#14). 
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Charles D. Kinney Charles D. Kinney 
Contractor and Builder Fredk. N. Kinney 
85 Orange Street Charles H. Kinney 
New Haven, Conn. 
 
 
 

Nov. 6, 1893. 
 
Prof. H. S. Williams, 
 

Dear Sir:- 
 

We herewith enclose [for] you the architects certificate for work done 
and material furnished on your house for the month of October amounting to 
thirteen hundred thirteen dollars and ninety-two cents ($1313.92).  Trusting that 
same will be satisfactory to you we remain, 

 
Very truly yours, 

 
Dictated.       Chas. D. Kinney 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries: 
Josiah Butler Williams Family Papers, Collection No. 1148, Box 26 (Letter Binder 
#14). 
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Charles D. Kinney Charles D. Kinney 
Contractor and Builder Fredk. N. Kinney 
85 Orange Street Charles H. Kinney 
New Haven, Conn. 
 
 
 
Nov. 9, 1893. 
 
Prof. H. S. Williams, 
 

Dear Sir:- 
 

Your check for thirteen hundred thirteen dollars and ninety-two cents 
($1313.92) as per certificate of Messrs. Vivian & Gibb duly received.  Thanking you 
for the same we are, 

 
Very truly yours, 

 
Dictated.       Chas. D. Kinney 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries: 
Josiah Butler Williams Family Papers, Collection No. 1148, Box 26 (Letter Binder 
#14). 
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New Haven, Nov. 11 ’93 
 
 
Mr. George Fletcher, 
 

Before we left Ithaca you many remember we talked of your coming to New 
Haven, when I had my house finished to help us move in.  well, the house is within a 
month or so of finished and there are so many things you could help us now if you 
could come to New Haven.  We have a room in the basement you could occupy and 
kept the house at night and kept the furnace going, and there is grading I would like 
done before snow comes.  It freezes at night now but the days are pretty mild and 
will likely to be so for several weeks.  Please write soon, telling me if you can come 
and when, and whether you could come to stay permanently or only for the winter.  
It is now probable that we can move in the house by Christmas time. 
 

Yours truly, 
 

Henry S. Williams 
 
[Note: The 1892-93 Ithaca City Directory lists a George R. Fletcher, laborer, residing 

at 35½ South Plain Street.] 
 
Department of Manuscripts & University Archives, Cornell University Libraries: 
Josiah Butler Williams Family Papers, Collection No. 1148, Box 61 (Letter Book #6). 
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PREFACE 

 

Clinton L. Vivian was born in Boonville [sic], N. Y. (north of 
Rome), in 1861.  His father was a blacksmith.  Vivian came to Ithaca 
in 1882 and worked for William Henry Miller as an apprentice.  In 
1892 he left Miller’s office to form a partnership with Arthur N. Gibb.  
The firm of Vivian and Gibb designed the Tompkins County Trust 
Company Building (1895), 110 N. Tioga; the commercial building at 
134-136 E. State (1892); the Lyceum Block (1898), 105-111 S. 
Cayuga, since demolished; and several [sic] houses, including the one 
at 407 N. Cayuga (1895).  In Renwick (now Stewart) Park, they 
designed the old Cascadilla School boathouse (1894), now much 
altered, and the main pavilion complex (1895), of which the former 
restaurant and concessions pavilions remain.  At Cornell they did 
Sibley Dome (1901). 

After the firm dissolved in 1900, Vivian designed the Williams 
house (1905), 306 N. Cayuga, his most impressive work; the 
restoration of the Clinton House after the fire of 1901; the Pritchard-
Jackson [sic] Building (1909), 208-210 E. State; the double house at 
403 N. Tioga/202 E. Court (1902); the Methodist parsonage (1916), 
208 E. Court; the commercial buildings at 116 E. State (1901) and 
121 W. State (1901); the old South Hill School (1907), 110 Columbia, 
and a number of other residences.  Vivian died in 1930.  (Most of this 
information comes from David Rash’s article in the Summer 1981 
issue of the Historic Ithaca Newsletter.)1 

At first glance, the above quotation might not appear to be especially 

relevant as the opening element to this locational index of architectural works 

associated with the career of Clinton L. Vivian, as it comes from a publication 

dealing with the downtown area of Ithaca.  If one examines Figure C-1, which is a 

                                                        
1 Daniel R. Snodderly, Ithaca and Its Past:  The History and Architecture of the Downtown 

(Ithaca, N. Y.:  DeWitt Historical Society of Tompkins County), 1982, pages 16-17.  As noted 
in the Preface to the overall thesis document, the author’s research on Vivian’s career has 
occurred over an extended period of time.  When the article on Vivian was published in the 
Summer 1981 Historic Ithaca Newsletter, available documentation suggested that Vivian had 
been born in Boonville, subsequent documentation has been found (in 2007) that places the 
location of Vivian’s birth at Carthage, as noted in the Introduction to the thesis.  It should be 
noted that Vivian was not an apprentice during the entire time that he worked for Miller 
and that Miller did not normally refer to himself as William Henry Miller, either 
professionally or personally—all contemporaneous references to Miller were as either 
William H. Miller or W. H. Miller. 
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map of the city of Ithaca and the village of Cayuga Heights that graphically 

illustrates known works by Vivian or the firm of Vivian & Gibb as of 1986,2 there 

happens to be a concentration of work in or near the downtown area.  Although the 

opening quotation does not listing all projects associated with Vivian’s career in the 

downtown area, it does mention all the significant downtown projects. 

Due to the highly localized nature of Vivian’s practice, the geographical 

arrangement of this locational index begins with the city of Ithaca in New York state, 

Vivian’s adopted home city.  This is followed alphabetically by communities in 

Tompkins County and then by the remainder of Tompkins County, by townships.  

Thereafter, New York state locations are listed alphabetically by communities.  

Outside of New York state, the index is arranged alphabetically by states.  If Vivian 

had had more identifiable works outside of New York state, the index would have 

been further arranged alphabetically by communities within each state; however, 

current research has revealed only one city in each state of Connecticut, Michigan, 

and Pennsylvania that might have possessed works by Vivian or the firm of Vivian 

& Gibb. 

Within each identified geographical area, the index is arranged 

alphanumerically by street address and where a street within a given area includes 

directional designations (east, west, north or south), all north designations precede 

south designations, and all east designations precede west designations for the 

particular street, for example: 

 
610? First Street 
620? First Street 

                                                        
2 There has not been a sufficiently large number of works discovered since 1986 to 

justify redrawing the map, which was always intended to show approximate locations. 
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323 North Geneva Street 
433 North Geneva Street 
110 South Geneva Street 
 

Each entry is organized first by street address with a designation (V&G) if 

designed by the firm of Vivian & Gibb or (CLV) if designed by C. L. Vivian.  The 

second line of each entry provides the project name, followed in parentheses the 

dates for design and construction.  The third indicates whether the work is still 

extant and whether it has been changed significantly since its original design and 

construction; this is intended as a general guideline with no absolute assurance of 

accuracy, as many, if not most, buildings have not been personally viewed by the 

author since 1983 and relies upon available satellite imagery to determine whether a 

work still exists or in the case of works in Tompkins County a date of 2013 is 

indicative that the digital imagery available at the Department of Assessments was 

reviewed.  In addition, where the term “unbuilt projects” is used, there is available 

documentation to suggest that drawings were produced, but construction did not 

occur; “project,” on the other hand, indicates that the work was considered at some 

point, but most likely did not proceed beyond the conceptual stage.  This index does 

not include works listed in Appendix A that are not of an architectural design 

nature (measured drawings or calligraphic presentation, for examples) or where 

Vivian only superintended the construction work for the actual design architect(s). 

For the cities of Ithaca, New York, and New Haven, Connecticut, as well as 

the villages of Cayuga Heights, Trumansburg, and Cazenovia, New York, maps are 

included that graphically illustrate the distribution of works, in a general nature, by 

Vivian within these communities. 

The majority of the works listed in this appendix are private residences, such 

as multi-family apartment houses, duplexes, or single-family houses.  The privacy 
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of owners and occupants of these works must be recognized.  Inclusion in the list of 

works does not signify any right of access to any property. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEGEND  FOR  FIGURES  C-1, C-2, C-3, and C-4. 

 

 

 

  Extant major commission (new structure; significant alteration of existing 

structure) 

 

  Non-extant major commission 

 

  Extant minor commission (addition to or renovation of existing structure) 

 

   Non-extant minor commission 
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C-1.  City of Ithaca/Village of Cayuga Heights, Tompkins County, New York, map 
of city and village (courtesy, the Doric Group, 1985-86).
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New York state:  Ithaca (Figure C-1) 
 
310 North Albany Street (CLV) 
Mary M. Denton duplex (1908; 1908-09) 
destroyed? 
 
311 South Albany Street (V&G) 
Frank H. and Mary W. Romer residence (1892?-93; 1893) 
extant (2012)/resurfaced 
 
109-111 North Aurora Street (CLV) 
Deacon Day building reconstruction (1902; 1902-03) 
destroyed (1968)/fire 
 
426-432 North Aurora Street (V&G) 
Ithaca City Hospital addition (1896; 1896-97) 
extant (2012); renovated 
see also 206 Cascadilla Avenue and Cornell University campus 
 
504 North Aurora Street (V&G) 
Fred C. and Lucy E. Fowler residence (1898; 1898) 
extant (2012) 
 
905 North Aurora Street (CLV) 
Fall Creek School addition (1905; 1905) 
destroyed (1966)/demolition 
 
905 North Aurora Street (CLV) 
Fall Creek School addition (1910; 1910) 
destroyed (1966)/demolition 
 
905 North Aurora Street (CLV) 
Fall Creek School addition interior completion (1910-11; 1911) 
destroyed (1966)/demolition 
 
905 North Aurora Street (CLV) 
Fall Creek School interior finishing (?; ?) 
unknown 
 
? North Aurora Street (V&G) 
Helen M. Culver duplex (1893) 
unbuilt project 
 
132 Blair Street (V&G) 
Daniel D. and Mary Naughton residence (1896; 1896) 
extant (2013) 
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213 Bryant Avenue (CLV) 
Walter H. and Julia M. Paine residence (1916; 1916) 
extant (2013); alterations 
 
301 Bryant Avenue (CLV) 
Cornell Cosmopolitan Club chapter house (1909-10; 1910-11) 
extant (2013); alterations 
 
113 East Buffalo Street (V&G) 
Hannah M. Dana triplex (1894) 
unbuilt project 
 
202 East Buffalo Street (CLV) 
Young Men’s Christian Association building (1908) 
competition project 
 
205 East Buffalo Street (V&G) 
see 511 West Seneca Street 
 
314 East Buffalo Street (CLV) 
Herbert G. and Donna L. Willson residence (1901; 1901) 
extant (2013) 
 
317? East Buffalo Street (CLV) 
Frank D. and Jane W. Boynton residence (1909) 
unbuilt project 
 
302 West Buffalo Street (CLV) 
Frank D. Boynton Junior High School (1930) 
project 
 
530 West Buffalo Street (CLV) 
City of Ithaca polling place/sewer pump station (1925; 1925) 
extant (2012) 
 
206 Cascadilla Avenue (CLV) 
Ithaca City Hospital addition (1901; 1901) 
extant (2012); renovation/alteration 
see also 426-432 North Aurora Street 
 
206 Cascadilla Avenue (CLV) 
Ithaca City Hospital addition (1906; 1906) 
extant (2012); renovation 
 
102 Cascadilla Street (CLV) 
Ephraim J. Bentley duplex (1904; 1904) 
extant (2013) 
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116 Cascadilla Street (V&G) 
Louis P. Coryell house (1898; 1898-99) 
extant (2012) 
 
109-111 North Cayuga Street (CLV) 
Union Hotel addition/renovation (1901-02) 
unbuilt project 
 
116-118 North Cayuga Street (CLV) 
Clinton House reconstruction/addition (1901; 1901-02) 
extant (2012); Mural Lounge renovation/courtyard enclosure (1948-49); 

renovation/elevator addition (1973-74) 
 
116-118 North Cayuga Street (CLV) 
Clinton House addition (1910-11) 
unbuilt project 
 
201-209 North Cayuga Street (CLV) 
Ithaca High School boiler plant (1906; 1906) 
destroyed (1912)/fire 
 
201-209 North Cayuga Street (CLV) 
Ithaca High School biology laboratory (1908; 1908) 
destroyed (1912)/fire 
 
201-209 North Cayuga Street (CLV) 
Ithaca High School fire escapes (1910; 1910) 
destroyed (1912)/fire 
 
201-209 North Cayuga Street (CLV) 
Ithaca High School chemistry laboratory (1911; 1911) 
destroyed (1912)/fire 
 
215 North Cayuga Street (CLV) 
Ithaca High School projection booth (ca. 1925; ca. 1925) 
extant? 
 
215 North Cayuga Street (CLV) 
Ithaca High School lavatory renovation (?; ?) 
destroyed? 
 
215 North Cayuga Street (CLV) 
Ithaca High School cloakroom and lavatory renovation (?; ?) 
unknown 
 
215 North Cayuga Street (CLV) 
Ithaca High School areawell stairway (?; ?) 
unknown 
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306 North Cayuga Street (CLV) 
“DeWitt Park West” (Roger Butler and Caroline Louise [Romer] Williams) residence 

(1904-05; 1905-07) 
extant (2013); partial renovation (1930s); rehabilitation (ca. 1997) 
 
402 North Cayuga Street (CLV) 
Daniel N. and Alice G. Van Hoesen residence alteration (1909; 1909) 
extant (2013) 
 
406 North Cayuga Street (CLV) 
John K. and Mary E. Blackman residence alteration (1900-02; 1902) 
extant (2013) 
 
406 North Cayuga Street (CLV) attributed 
John K. and Mary E. Blackman carriage house (1906; 1906) 
extant (2013) 
 
407 North Cayuga Street (V&G) 
Elizabeth A. Wattles residence (1894-95; 1895) 
extant (2013) 
 
415 North Cayuga Street (CLV) 
Mrs. John Abel house alteration (1905; 1905) 
exists (2013); resurfaced 
 
705 North Cayuga Street (V&G) 
William M. and Lilly D. Eaton residence (1897; 1897) 
extant (2013) 
 
1110 North Cayuga Street (CLV) 
Herman and Adelina O. Bergholtz residence (1907-09; 1909) 
extant (2013) 
 
1301 North Cayuga Street (CLV) 
Herman Bergholtz house (1907-09; 1909-10) 
extant (2012); additions 
see also 106 and 108? West Falls Street 
 
? North Cayuga Street (CLV) 
Renwick Hotel (1903-06; 1906) 
destroyed (1969)/demolition 
 
105-111 South Cayuga Street (V&G) 
Lyceum Block (1898; 1898-99) 
destroyed (1940)/demolition 
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123 South Cayuga Street (CLV) 
Ithaca Gas Light Company and Ithaca Electric Light & Power Company building 

alteration (1911) 
unbuilt project 
 
225 South Cayuga Street (CLV) 
W. J. Mobbs Tavern interior decoration (1907; ?) 
destroyed 
 
311 College Avenue (V&G) 
Neriton Fire Company No, 9 firehouse (1894; 1894-95) 
extant (2013); relocation/alteration (1905) [originally located at 135 Dryden Road]; 

addition/alteration (1907-08); renovation 
 
110 Columbia Street (CLV) 
South Hill School building (1906-07; 1907) 
extant (2012); addition (1916); renovation (1978-79) 
 
110 Columbia Street (CLV) 
South Hill School building addition (1916; 1916) 
extant (2012); renovation (1978-79) 
 
Cornell University campus (V&G) 
Ithaca City Hospital contagious ward annex (1896; 1896-97) 
destroyed (1912)/fire 
 
Cornell University campus (V&G) 
Cornell University crew training facility (1896) 
project 
 
Cornell University campus (V&G) 
Morse Hall addition (1898; 1898-99) 
destroyed (1916)/fire 
 
Cornell University campus (V&G) 
Sage College boat house (1896) 
project 
 
Cornell University campus (V&G) 
Sibley Hall dome addition (1900-01; 1901-03) 
extant (2012); renovation 
 
Cornell University campus (V&G) 
see also 2 Reservoir Avenue 
 
121 East Court Street (CLV) 
Tompkins County Court House renovation (1914; 1914) 
unknown 
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121 East Court Street (CLV) 
Tompkins County Court House alteration (1925; 1925) 
extant (2012) 
 
202 East Court Street (CLV) 
H. Herman Westinghouse duplex (1902; 1902-03) 
extant (2012); renovation 
 
208 East Court Street (CLV) 
First Methodist-Episcopal Church parsonage (1916-17; 1917-18) 
extant (2013) 
 
115 DeWitt Place (CLV) 
Henry L. and Ada C. Stewart house (1909; 1909-10) 
extant (2012) 
 
135 (33) Dryden Road 
see 311 College Avenue 
 
218 Eddy Street (V&G) 
Charles E. and Sarah D. Courtney residence (1898; 1898-99) 
extant (2012); porch enclosure 
 
125 Edgemoor Lane (V&G) 
Phi Delta Theta chapter house (1895; 1895-96) 
extant (2012); rear addition (1901-02); expansion of rear addition (1920); renovation 
 
514 Edgewood Place (CLV) 
Frank Lincoln and Cora (Perry) Morse residence (1904-05; 1905) 
extant (2012); additions 
 
234 Elm Street (CLV) 
West Hill School building entrance alteration (1908; 1908) 
destroyed (1965)/fire 
 
205 Fairmount Street (CLV) 
William A. and Mae Riley residence (1910; 1910-11) 
extant (2013) 
 
106 West Falls Street (CLV) 
Herman Bergholtz house (1907-09; 1909-10) 
extant (2012) 
 
108? West Falls Street (CLV) 
Herman Bergholtz house (1907-09; 1909-10) 
destroyed 
see also 1110 and 1301 North Cayuga Street 
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610? First Street (CLV) 
City of Ithaca storage building (1925; 1925) 
destroyed (1985)/demolition 
 
620? First Street (CLV) 
City of Ithaca storage building (1925; 1925) 
destroyed (1985)/demolition 
 
323 North Geneva Street (CLV) 
Charles A.and Sarah E. Smith residence (1909; 1909-10) 
extant (2012) 
 
433 North Geneva Street (V&G) 
Isaac K. and Yetta Bernstein residence (1896; 1896-97) 
extant (2013); resurfaced (prior to 1981); renovation for apartments 
 
110 South Geneva Street (V&G) 
Daniel E. and Anna Marsh residence (1899; 1899) 
extant (2012); addition (1906); west porch alteration (ca. 1915); south addition 

(1956) 
 
110 South Geneva Street (CLV) 
Daniel and Anna Marsh second-story addition (1906; 1906) 
extant (2012); west porch alteration (ca. 1915); south addition (1956) 
 
? East Green Street (CLV) 
City of Ithaca exterior pavement heating system (1925; 1925) 
unknown 
 
110 Heights Court (CLV) attributed 
Edward G. Wyckoff barn alterations for Heights Court apartment building (1912; 

1912) 
extant (2013) 
 
203 Highland Drive (CLV) 
Alpha Gamma Rho chapter house addition/alteration (1915; ca. 1915) 
destroyed (1960s)/demolition 
 
114 Hudson Street (CLV) 
Harriet L Hollister residence (1921; 1921) 
extant (2013); renovation for apartments 
 
104 Lake Avenue (CLV) 
see 102 Cascadilla Street 
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? Lake Street (CLV) 
Ithaca Street Railway Company power substation (1905; ca. 1905) 
destroyed 
 
111 Llenroc Court (CLV) 
see 630 Stewart Avenue 
 
208 Lewis Street (CLV) 
Volney A. and Laura J. Davenport residence (ca. 1924; ca. 1924) 
extant (2013) 
 
214/216 East Lincoln Street (CLV) 
Alice L. and Mary A. Dodd duplex (1910; 1910) 
extant (2013) 
 
8 Lodge Way (CLV) attributed 
Edward G. and Edith T. Wyckoff garage (ca. 1905; ca. 1905) 
extant (2013); renovation 
 
113 Oak Avenue (V&G) 
Herbert C. and Bertha E. Elmer residence (1898; 1898-99) 
extant (2013); renovation for apartments 
 
201 Oak Avenue (V&G) 
Simeon and Minnie E. Smith residence (1893-94; 1894) 
extant (2013); renovation for apartments 
 
107 South Plain Street (CLV) 
Jester W. Hooks duplex renovation (?; ?) 
unknown 
 
2 Reservoir Avenue (V&G) 
James E. and Katherine F. Creighton residence (1898-99; 1899) 
destroyed (1962)/demolition 
 
110 Sage Place (V&G) 
Charles W. and Mary E. Major residence (1899; 1899) 
destroyed (1957)/demolition 
 
605? Second Street (CLV) 
City of Ithaca storage barn (1924; 1924) 
destroyed (post-1986)/demolition 
 
317-319 East Seneca Street (V&G) 
R. T. Booth Company factory renovation (1897; 1897) 
destroyed (1956)/demolition 
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506 East Seneca Street (V&G) 
Charles P. and Jennie P. Beaman residence (1898; 1898-99) 
extant (2013) 
 
801 East Seneca Street (V&G) 
Samuel Gardiner Williams residence (1894-95; 1895) 
extant (2013); renovation for apartments 
 
511 West Seneca Street (V&G) 
Wyckoff rental house alteration/relocation (1898; 1898) 
extant (2012) 
 
1001-1015 West Seneca Street (CLV) 
Ithaca Sign Works building addition (1909; 1909) 
extant (2012) 
 
15 South Avenue (V&G) 
see 106 West Avenue 
 
101-107 East State Street (V&G) 
Treman, King & Company arcade building (1893) 
unbuilt project 
 
107 East State Street (CLV) 
Treman, King & Company building addition for Ithaca Telephone Company (1901) 
unbuilt project 
 
108-114 East State Street (CLV) 
John M. McCrea building renovation for apartments (1917; 1917) 
unknown 
 
109-113 East State Street (CLV) 
Fred H. Atwater grocery store reconstruction (1911; 1911) 
destroyed 
 
111 East State Street (CLV) 
Ithaca Telephone Company building renovation for central telephone exchange 

(1901; 1901-02) 
destroyed (1911)/fire 
 
116 East State Street (CLV) 
Burdick Block (1901; 1901) 
extant (2013) 
 
116 East State Street (CLV) 
White & Burdick pharmacy (1901; 1901) 
destroyed (1932)/fire 
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118 East State Street (CLV) 
Buttrick & Frawley store (1907; 1907) 
destroyed 
 
119-121 East State Street (CLV) 
R. C. Osborn & Company store (1902; 1902) 
destroyed (1905)/fire 
 
119-121 East State Street (CLV) 
R. C. Osborn & Company store reconstruction (1905; 1905) 
destroyed 
 
120 East State Street (V&G) 
Hawkins Block rear addition (1895; 1895) 
extant (2012) 
 
120 East State Street (V&G) 
Hawkins & Todd store (1895; 1895) 
destroyed 
 
122 East State Street (CLV) 
Phillip Hawkins store (1902; 1902) 
destroyed 
 
134-136 East State Street (V&G) 
West Block alteration/fourth-story addition (1892; 1892-93) 
extant (2012) 
 
138-140 East State Street (V&G) 
Charles H. Howes photographic studio (1897; 1897) 
destroyed 
 
141 East State Street (V&G) 
The Ithaca Club quarters (1895; 1895) 
destroyed (1899)/renovation 
 
146-148 East State Street (V&G) 
Benjamin Rich store (1899; 1899) 
destroyed 
 
208 East State Street (CLV) 
John P. Chacona restaurant (1909; 1909) 
destroyed 
 
208-210 East State Street (CLV) 
Blood-Jackson Block street-facade alteration (1909; 1909) 
extant (2012) 
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219-225 East State Street (V&G) 
Ithaca Hotel renovation/entrance portico (1897; 1897-98) 
destroyed (1968)/demolition 
 
945 East State Street (CLV) 
Edward McNally residence (1910; 1910) 
extant (2013); addition (1970s); renovation (2005-06) 
 
121 West State Street (CLV) 
New York & Pennsylvania Telephone & Telegraph Company central telephone 

exchange building (1901; 1901-02) 
extant (2013); renovation 
 
121 West State Street (CLV) 
New York & Pennsylvania Telephone & Telegraph Company central telephone 

exchange building addition (1906-11) 
project 
 
123-125 West State Street (CLV) 
Ithaca Daily Journal office renovation (1905; 1905) 
destroyed 
 
123-125 West State Street (CLV) 
Priest & Benjamin building renovation for apartments (1907-08; 1908) 
destroyed 
 
626 West State Street (CLV) 
Sprague Steamer Company No. 6 firehouse renovation (1907; 1907) 
destroyed (1952)/demolition 
 
701 West State Street (CLV) 
Cornell Incubator Manufacturing Company plant (1903-06) 
unbuilt project 
 
105 Stewart Avenue (CLV) 
East Hill School classroom addition (1906; 1906) 
extant (2012); classroom addition (1914); entrance addition (ca. 1925); addition 

(1950s); renovation 
 
105 Stewart Avenue (CLV) 
East Hill School entrance addition (ca. 1925; ca. 1925) 
destroyed (1950s) 
 
508 Stewart Avenue (V&G) 
Charles and Katherine Cornell residence (1900; 1900) 
extant (2012); south & west additions (1905); renovation 
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630 Stewart Avenue (CLV) 
Edward A. and ElizaG.  Ott renovation for student housing (1923; 1923) 
extant (2012); renovation (1937); renovation (1991) 
 
Stewart Park (V&G) 
Cascadilla School boathouse (1893-94; 1894) 
extant (2012); alteration 
 
Stewart Park (V&G) 
Renwick Park restaurant pavilion (1894; 1894) 
extant (2012); addition (1895); alteration 
 
Stewart Park (V&G) 
Renwick Park restaurant pavilion addition (1895; 1895) 
extant (2012); alteration 
 
Stewart Park (V&G) 
Renwick Park dance pavilion (1894; 1894-95) 
extant (2012); alteration 
 
Stewart Park (V&G) 
Renwick Park concession stand (1894; 1894) 
extant (2012); alteration/relocation 
 
Stewart Park (V&G) 
Renwick Park bandstand (1894-95; 1895) 
destroyed 
 
Stewart Park (V&G) 
Renwick Park water tower (1894-95; 1895) 
destroyed (1954)/storm 
 
Stewart Park (V&G) 
Renwick Park colonnade (1894) 
unbuilt project 
 
Stewart Park (V&G) 
Renwick Park trolley stop (1894) 
project 
 
Stewart Park (V&G) 
Lakeside Yacht Club house (1904) 
unbuilt project 
 
? Taughannock Boulevard (CLV) 
George Schuyler and Grace Louise (Jones) Tarbell boathouse (1908-09; 1909) 
destroyed 
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2 The Circle (V&G) 
see 2 Reservoir Avenue 
 
201 Thurston Avenue (V&G) 
Cornell Heights Land Company house (1900-01; 1901) 
extant (2013) 
 
312 Thurston Avenue (CLV) 
Edward G. & Edith T. Wyckoff residence addition/alteration (1917; unknown) 
destroyed (ca. 1964)/demolition 
 
410 Thurston Avenue (CLV) attributed 
Edward G. & Edith T. Wyckoff residence (1917; 1917-24?) 
extant (2013); renovation 
 
110 North Tioga Street (V&G) 
Ithaca Trust Company building (1895; 1895-96) 
extant (2013); entrance alteration; addition/renovation 
 
201 North Tioga Street (CLV) 
Ithaca City Hall alteration (1909; 1909) 
destroyed (1965)/demolition 
 
201 North Tioga Street (CLV) 
Ithaca City Hall vault addition (1912; 1912-13) 
destroyed (1965)/demolition 
 
201 North Tioga Street (CLV) 
Ithaca City Hall jail addition/renovation (1917; 1917-18) 
destroyed (1965)/demolition 
 
207 North Tioga Street (V&G) 
Ithaca City Hall Annex renovation (1909; 1909) 
destroyed (ca. 1925)/demolition 
 
213 North Tioga Street (V&G) 
see 511 West Seneca Street 
 
403 North Tioga Street (CLV) 
see 202 East Seneca Street 
 
501 North Tioga Street (CLV) 
Isaac LaBarr apartment building (1908; 1908) 
extant (2013); resurfaced 
 
507 Turner Place (CLV) 
see 110 Columbia Street 
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302? University Avenue (CLV) 
Robert Henry and Laura (Hosie) Treman carriage house (1903-05) 
unbuilt project 
 
306-308 University Avenue (CLV) 
Charles Edward and Mary Agnes (Bott) Treman carriage house (1903-04; 1904-05) 
extant (2013); renovation for apartments 
 
310-314 University Avenue (CLV) 
Mynderse and Elizabeth Lovejoy (Treman) Van Cleef carriage house (1903-04; 1904-

05) 
extant (2013); renovation for apartments 
 
404 University Avenue (V&G) 
William E. and Winifred L. Pearson residence (1893) 
unbuilt project 
 
404/406 University Avenue (V&G) 
William E. and Winifred L. Pearson duplex (1895; 1895) 
extant (2013); additions 
 
623 University Avenue (V&G) 
Charles Edward and Mary Agnes (Bott) Treman residence (1900-01; 1901-02) 
destroyed (1944)/fire 
 
722 University Avenue (V&G) 
Louis M. and Minnie C. Dennis residence (1900; 1900) 
extant (2013) 
 
209 Wait Avenue (V&G) 
Cornell Heights Land Company house (1899; 1899) 
extant (2013) 
 
228 Wait Avenue (V&G) 
Cornell Heights Land Company house (1899; 1899) 
extant (2013); additions/alteration 
 
102 West Avenue (V&G) 
Arthur and Henrietta Gibb residence (1894-96; 1896-97) 
extant (2013); alteration 
 
106 West Avenue (V&G) 
Theta Delta Chi chapter house (1896; 1896-97) 
extant (2013); dining annex (1900-01); alteration 
 
106 West Avenue (V&G) 
Theta Delta Chi dining annex (1900; 1900-01) 
extant (2013); alteration 
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210 Willard Way Loop (CLV) 
Charles Clinton and Eleanor G. (Hankins) Garrett duplex (1913; 1913-14) 
extant (2013); second-story addition over porch 
 
210 Willard Way Loop (CLV) 
Joseph C. and Bertha K. Fybush greenhouse addition to Charles Clinton and Eleanor 

G. (Hankins) Garrett duplex (ca. 1915; ca. 1915) 
destroyed (1940s) 
 
unidentified address [in the Cornell Heights] (CLV) 
Frank D. and Jane W. Boynton residence (1910) 
unbuilt project 
 
unidentified address (V&G) 
house for unidentified client (1900-01; ?) 
unknown 
 
unidentified address (V&G) 
house for unidentified client (1900-01; ?) 
unknown 
 
unidentified address (CLV) 
business building for unidentified client (1911) 
unknown 
 
 
New York state:  Cayuga Heights (Figure C-1) 
 
110 Cayuga Heights Road (CLV) 
George A. and Norma V. Walters residence (1930) 
project 
 
209 Cayuga Heights Road (CLV) 
Elmer H. and Mabel H. Wanzer residence (ca. 1928; ca. 1928) 
extant (2013) 
 
209 Cayuga Heights Road (CLV) 
Elmer H. and Mabel H. Wanzer garage (ca. 1928; ca. 1938) 
extant (2013) 
 
309 Cayuga Heights Road (CLV) 
see 110 Hanshaw Road 
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110 Hanshaw Road (CLV) 
Dorothy P. Barstow summer residence (1929; 1929) 
extant (2013) 
 
409 Hanshaw Road (CLV) 
James N. and Edna B. Frost residence (1929; 1929) 
extant (2013); addition/alteration 
 
409 Highland Road (CLV) 
“Clovermere” (Jared T. and Jane E. Newman) summer residence (1903; 1903) 
extant (2013); altered/relocated 
see 421 Highland Road 
 
421 Highland Road (CLV) 
alteration and relocation of “Clovermere” (Jared T. and Jane E. Newman) residence 

(1903, 1916-21; 1921-22) [formerly at 409 Highland Road] 
extant (2013); alteration 
 
508 Highland Road (CLV) 
Newman & Blood house/Beverley T. Galloway residence (ca. 1914; ca. 1914) 
extant (2013); addition 
 
1001 Highland Road (CLV) 
Peter W. Claassen residence addition (1923; ?) 
extant (2013) 
 
106 Oak Hill Place (CLV) 
Jared T. Newman house relocation and alteration/Lyman P. and Edith M. Wilson 

residence (1920; 1920-21) 
extant (2013); addition 
 
106 Oak Hill Place (CLV) 
Lyman P. and Edith M. Wilson garage (ca. 1922; ca. 1922) 
extant (2013) 
 
104 Overlook Road (CLV) 
Guy Montrose and Clarice R. Whipple residence (1905; 1905-06) 
extant (2013); addition 
 
120 White Park Road (CLV) 
Samuel and Adah Spring residence (1921; 1921-22) 
extant (2013); addition 
 
210 White Park Road (CLV) 
Peter T. Hutchinson residence (1924; 1924) 
extant (2013); additions 
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C-2.  Village of Trumansburg, Tompkins County, New York, map of village 
(courtesy, the Doric Group, 1985). 
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 New York state:  Ludlowville 
 
10 Old School Road (V&G) 
Union Free School (1894; 1894-95) 
extant (2013); addition (1909-10); alteration 
 
10 Old School Road (V&G) 
Union Free School addition (1909; 1909-10) 
extant (2013); alteration 
 
 
New York state:  Trumansburg 
 
19 Congress Street (CLV) 
Isaac and Florence Holton residence (1904; 1904-05) 
extant (2013) 
 
16 Elm Street (CLV) 
“Juniper Hill” (Wiliam P. and Lydia R. Biggs estate) house (1917-20; 1920-21) 
extant (2013) 
 
2? West Main Street Drive (CLV) 
First National Bank of Trumansburg building (1923-24; 1924-25) 
extant (2013); renovation 
 
9 West Main Street Drive (CLV) 
The Biggs Company building (1908-11; 1910-12) 
extant (2013); renovation; entrance canopy demolition (ca. 1981) 
 
? Union Street Drive (CLV) 
Trumansburg Fire Department building (1924-25; 1925) 
extant (2013); addition (1925); renovation 
 
? Union Street Drive (CLV) 
Village of Trumansburg office addition to Trumansburg Fire Department building 

(1925; 1925) 
extant (2013); addition (1925); renovation 
 
 
New York state:  Tompkins County (Ithaca Township) 
 
605 East Shore Drive (V&G) 
Lake View Cemetery entrance gate (1895; 1895) 
extant (2013); wrought-iron gate demolition 
 
605 East Shore Drive (V&G) 
Lake View Cemetery receiving vault (1895; 1895) 
extant (2013) 
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? East Shore Drive (CLV) 
Herman and Adelina Octavia (Thomson) Bergholtz residence (1909) 
project 
 
 
New York state:  Tompkins County (Ulysses Township) 
 
? George Road (CLV) 
Tompkins County Tuberculosis Hospital renovation (1914; 1914) 
destroyed 
 
? George Road (CLV) 
Tompkins County Tuberculosis Hospital ice house (1914; 1914) 
destroyed 
 
1055 Taughannock Boulevard (CLV) attributed 
“Engleside-on-Cayuga” (now “Barr Harbor”) George Schuyler and Grace Louise 

(Jones) Tarbell summer cottage addition/renovation (1907; 1907) 
extant (2013) 
 
1101 Taughannock Boulevard (V&G) 
“Umphville” bachelor club cottage (ca. 1898; 1898) 
extant (2013); renovation (1986-87) 
 
1103? Taughannock Boulevard (V&G) 
Charles Hazen Blood summer cottage (1899; 1899) 
destroyed 
 
1103? Taughannock Boulevard (V&G) attributed 
Charles Hazen Blood boathouse (ca. 1899; ca. 1899) 
destroyed 
 
1135? Taughannock Boulevard (V&G) 
Clinton Loop Vivian summer cottage (1897; 1897) 
destroyed (1931)/fire 
 
1135? Taughannock Boulevard (CLV) 
Clinton Loop and Elizabeth (Whipple) Vivian summer cottage addition (1902; 1902) 
destroyed (1931)/fire 
 
1167 Taughannock Boulevard (V&G) 
“Rest-A-While,” Edwin and Laura (Graves) Gillette summer cottage (1899; 1899) 
extant (2013) 
 
1167 Taughannock Boulevard (V&G) attributed 
“Rest-A-While,” Edwin and Laura (Graves) Gillette dock shelter (1901; 1901) 
intact (1981) 
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C-3.  Village of Cazenovia, Monroe County, New York, map of village (courtesy, the 
Doric Group, 1985). 
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New York state:  Barneveld (formerly Trenton) 
 
101 Vanderkemp Avenue (V&G) 
Unity Hall (ca. 1895-96; 1896) 
extant (2013); rehabilitation (1993-95) 
 
 
New York state:  Boonville 
 
100? Schuyler Street (CLV) 
Erwin Library & Institute building (1889-90; 1890-91) 
extant (2013) 
 
 
New York state:  Cazenovia (Figure C-3) 
 
39 Forman Street (V&G) 
see 2 Hickory Lane 
 
47 Forman Street (V&G) 
“The Hickories” (Townsend Glover and Sophia Childs (Fairchild) Jackson estate) 

main house (1897; 1897-99) 
extant (2013); kitchen/bathroom renovation (1950s); kitchen renovation (1990s) 
 
2 Hickory Lane (V&G) 
“The Hickories” (Townsend G. and Sophia C. F. Jackson estate) carriage house 

(1897; 1897-98) 
extant (2013); renovation 
 
15 Hickory Lane (V&G) attributed 
“The Hickories” (Townsend G. and Sophia C. F. Jackson estate) boathouse (1899-

1900; 1900) 
extant (2013) 
 
 
New York state:  Geneva 
 
33 Sherrill Street (V&G) 
Charles W. McDougall residence (1896; ca. 1896) 
extant (2013); resurfaced (prior to 1981) 
 
 
New York state:  Hamilton 
 
2-22 Broad Street (V&G) 
Smith Brothers commercial building (1895) 
unbuilt project 
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C-4.  City of New Haven, New Haven County, Connecticut, partial map of city 
(courtesy, the Doric Group, 1985). 
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New York state:  Interlaken 
 
8391 Main Street (CLV) 
Wheeler Bank building (1909-10; 1910-11) 
extant (2013); building addition (1916); entrance addition/resurfaced 
 
8391 Main Street (CLV) 
Wheeler Bank building addition (1916; 1916) 
extant (2013); entrance addition/resurfaced 
 
 
New York state:  Sheldrake 
 
Sheldrake Springs (CLV) 
Henry Steele and Agnes Evelyn (Kouwenhoven) Bartow summer residence (1917; 

1917) 
unknown 
 
 
Connecticut:  New Haven (Figure C-4) 
 
262 Bradley Street (V&G) 
William and Elizabeth (Febiger) Beebe residence (1892-93; 1893) 
extant (2013); alteration 
 
266 Bradley Street (V&G) 
Frank Chamberlain and Dehlia Wood (Lyman) Porter residence (1892-93; 1893) 
extant (2013); alteration 
 
282 Prospect Street (V&G) 
Henry Shaler and Harriet (Wilcox) Williams residence (1892-93; 1893) 
extant (2013); dining room/kitchen renovation/rear deck addition 
 
unidentified address (V&G) 
house for unidentified client (1893; ?) 
unknown 
 
unidentified address (V&G) 
house for unidentified client (1893; ?) 
unknown 
 
unidentified address (V&G) 
house for unidentified client (1893; ?) 
unknown 
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Michigan:  Ann Arbor 
 
508 Monroe Street (V&G) 
Harry and Mary Hutchins residence renovation (1895; ?) 
unknown 
 
 
Pennsylvania:  Sayre 
 
unidentified address (V&G) 
house for unidentified client (1898; ?) 
unknown 
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