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Cornell Recognized as a 
Great Place to Work

Cornell University landed in the top five 
schools in six out of 27 categories in the 
Chronicle of Higher Education's recent sur
vey called “Great Colleges to Work For.”

The survey included responses from
15,000 administrators, faculty members and 
staff at 89 colleges and universities. Cornell 
was in the category of schools with more 
than 2,500 employees.

Cornell was ranked highly by its employ
ees for the opportunities it allows for career 
development, research and scholarship. In 
addition, the teaching environment and the 
recognition of scholarly contributions was 
also lauded by employees who took the 
survey. Finally, Cornell's compensation and 
benefits packages were among the top five 
in the survey.

The survey was administered by Modern- 
Think, a human resources consulting firm 
that has conducted many “Best Places to 
Work” surveys for various groups, according 
to the chronicle's editors.

Professors at the school said they broadly 
agree with the survey's results. Sarosh Ku- 
ruvilla, an 18-year veteran professor who 
teaches in the school of Industrial Labor 
Relations, said he agrees with the survey's 
findings for himself, but that employee satis
faction varies between Cornell's schools.

Elizabeth Hirsh, an assistant professor in 
the sociology department who does research 
on organizations, employment and inequality, 
said in her two years of teaching that Cornell 
has provided her and others with good re
sources and a supportive environment.

(Continued on page 4)

Entomologist Greg Loeb Promoted to Professor

G reg Loeb has been promoted to 
professor in the Department of 
Entomology. The promotion 

was effective July 1. His areas of exper
tise include: insect ecology, integrated 
pest management, biological control, 
agricultural entomology, small-fruit 
crops, and plant-insect interactions.

“Greg is a tremendous asset to this 
department. He has the knack of be
ing able to bring the best science to 
bear directly on problems of practical 
significance, which is exactly what is 
needed from Cornell scientists engaged 
in  m ission-oriented research,” said 
Dave Soderlund, Entomology Chair.
“Greg also plays an important role as a 
source of pest management information 
for the grape and small fruit industries.
His promotion is well deserved, and 
I expect that he will play important 
leadership roles in the department and 
College in the future.”

The overall objective of Loeb’s program is to develop an understanding of the princi
pal forces that influence the population dynamics and community structure of arthropod 
herbivores in agricultural and natural ecosystems and use this information to devise and 
implement multi-tactic pest management programs for grape and small fruit crops. His 
more basic research is primarily focused on how host plant traits and other environmental 
factors influence interactions between plants and their herbivores, and herbivores and 
natural enemies with the specific applied goal of developing novel approaches to pest 
management.

Loeb’s applied research program focuses on the ecology and integrated control of spe
cific arthropod pests of grapes and small fruit crops. His goal in extension is to translate 
and transfer results of applied research on pest biology and control to grower clientele so 
that they will be better informed and better able to make sound pest management deci
sions. Educating growers and pest control advisors as to the proper and effective use of 
pesticides is an important aspect of these responsibilities. In addition, however, he tries to 
include other approaches to pest control such as the use of predators and parasites, cultural 
techniques and host plant resistance.

Loeb is the author or co-author of more than 60 refereed research publications, over 35 
extension publications, one book chapter and has been an invited speaker on a number of 
occasions.

Loeb received a B.S. from the University of California at Davis in 1977, an M.S. from 
San Diego State University in 1982, and a Ph.D. from the University of California at Davis 
in 1989. He came to the Experiment Station in 1995.

J. Ogrodnick
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The various aspects and components o f  the college were 
evidenced in banners hanging from the ceiling .

Kathy Morabito and Pat M ahoney serve apples to 
attendees.

Senior Associate Dean 
Ja n  N yro p  sp o ke  on 
behalf o f  Dean Henry at 
the reception fo r  CALS  
alumni and Friends.

Long lines were the norm at the sweet corn sampling area.

Kendra Bastian from  Lyons w anted nothing to do with a hissing  
cockroach (or perhaps Charlie Linn) in the entomology display 
area............
............. while these children seem to have nothing to fear from  the large
insect or handler Masanori Seto.
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Dave Gadoury Named Fellow of the 
American Phytopathological Society

D avid  M. G adoury, Senior 
R esearch A ssociate in  the 
Department of Plant Pathol

ogy and Plant Microbe Biology, was 
named a Fellow of the American Phy- 
topathological Society (APS) at that 
society's Centennial Meeting, which 
was held July 26-30 in Minneapolis 
M innesota. The APS bestows the 
honor of Fellowship in recognition of 
distinguished contributions to the field 
of plant pathology or to the society.

“It is quite an honor to be named 
a fellow  in the A m erican P hy to
pathological Society (APS) since 
only a quarter of one percent of the 
membership are elected fellows each 
year. For David the honor reflects his 
whole career, from his early work on 
apple scab in New Hampshire to his 
more recent work on grapes,” said 
Bob Seem, who has worked closely 
with Gadoury over the past 20 years.
“David has also taken on a major assignment for APS as chair of a committee tasked with 
the study of critical issues facing the profession. The whole package is excellent: research 
accomplishments, and service to the department, university, APS, and the industry. It is 
wonderful to have the opportunity to work with a person of this caliber.” Seem added that 
Gadoury’s election brings to seven the number of current Geneva plant pathologists who 
are Fellows.

An overall goal of Gadoury’s research has been to identify those areas of pathogen biol
ogy, ecology, and epidemiology that are poorly understood, and which severely constrain 
our ability to improve disease management programs. This research frequently spans 
disciplinary, institutional, and international boundaries, and has involved collaborations 
both in the US and abroad.

The nomination statement for Gadoury reads: “David M. Gadoury has earned a reputation 
as one of the most innovative and productive fruit disease epidemiologists in the world. 
As a graduate student with William MacHardy, he pioneered the Potential Ascospore Dose 
(PAD) concept for apple scab, which provided growers worldwide with an action threshold 
of ascospore maturity to initiate fungicide sprays. Gadoury’s participation in subsequent 
studies of ascospore maturation, discharge, and dissemination resulted in major revisions 
of infection period tables used in assessing scab risk.

“He and Roger Pearson overturned a century of dogma surrounding the role of cleis- 
tothecia in grape powdery mildew by showing that cleistothecia were indeed a source 
of inoculum and overwintered in bark crevices rather than on leaves, thereby improving 
management programs worldwide, and providing a model for the study of cleistothecia of 
several other powdery mildews. Gadoury and colleagues added greatly to our knowledge 
of ontogenic resistance in grape berries; insights that resulted in more effectively focused 
fungicide sprays.

“Prominent colleagues not only consider Gadoury an authority worldwide on apple 
scab and grape powdery mildew, but state that his papers should be required reading for 
all graduate students in plant pathology. He has lectured internationally on the topics of

D. Gadoury

(GADOURY, continued)

writing effectively for diverse competitive 
grants programs and on the process of pre
paring articles for refereed journals. He has 
advocated forcefully and effectively, both at 
Cornell and through APS committees, for a 
greater emphasis on undergraduate teaching 
and work experience in order to recruit future 
plant pathologists, and now chairs a commit
tee tasked with identifying future challenges 
to the profession of plant pathology.”

Gadoury received a B.S. in Agricultural 
Technology from the University of Rhode 
Island in 1978, an M.S. in Botany and Plant 
Pathology from  the U niversity  of New 
Hampshire in 1981, and a Ph.D. in Botany 
and Plant Pathology from the University of 
New Hampshire in 1984. He was hired by 
Cornell in 1985 as a Research Associate II.

Since 2003, he has also served as an Ad
junct Professor, Department of Plant Pathol
ogy, Norwegian Crop Research Institute.

In addition to his m em bership in  the 
American Phytopathological Society, Ga- 
doury is a member of the Deciduous Tree 
Fruit Disease Workers, and the International 
Working Group on Grapevine Powdery and 
Downy Mildew.

Gadoury was previously honored with 
the Excellence in IPM Award from the New 
York State IPM Program in 1998 and the Lee 
M. Hutchins Award from APS (shared with 
Roger Pearson) in 1991.

J. Ogrodnick

M ore From APS

In additional Experiment Station 
related news from the American Phy
topathological Society (APS) meeting, 
form er Geneva graduate students 
Shyi-Dong Yeh and Chris Becker 
were elected APS Fellows. Current 
graduate students Jonathan Oliver and 
Michelle Moyer were also recognized 
at the meeting. Jonathan received 
the William Moller Travel Award and 
Michele was selected as an I.E. Mel- 
hus Graduate Student.
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
AUG. 15 - 29, 2008

CALS FACULTY SENATE 
MEETING

Date: Wednesday, September 3, 2008
Time: 4 PM
Place: A134 Barton Lab

Audio/Visual Linkage

LTC
PHOTOSHOP SERIES PART 5 

Date: Thursday, August 21, 2008
Time: 9 - 11 AM
Place: Jordan Hall Staff Room
Instructor: Jane Irwin

PHOTOSHOP SERIES PART 6 
Date: Thursday, September 4, 2008
Time: 9 - 11 AM
Place: Jordan Hall Staff Room
Instructor: Jane Irwin

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE: Bowflex Blaze home gym. Like new. 
Used little in 1 year. Half price at $450. JWL2 or 
539-3155.

HOUSE FOR SALE: West side, half mile south of 
Geneva Country Club. Built 1977; new siding, new 
roof; 4 bedrooms, 2 baths; attached garage; finished 
walk-out basement. 2800 sq. ft. All rooms have lake 
view. "Majestic" circulating fireplace. Carpeted 
throughout. Fruit trees and flowers. Swimming pool 
30 miles long, 2 miles wide. Great whale-watching, 
heron-watching, dawn-watching. Jim & Cindy Cum
mins, 4233 Glass Factory Bay, (315) 789-7083.

FOR SALE: 28” cut 8 hp Snapper Hi-Vac mower 
in good condition for $250; and the other is an 
older Troybilt Horse tiller, 6 hp for $400; in good 
shape. Contact Holly at hlw7 or x2420.

(BRIEFS, continued)
Cornell has received a host of awards and 

recognitions before.
According to the university's press office, 

Cornell was named an Exemplary Voluntary 
Efforts recipient by the U.S. Department of 
Labor in 2007; a top non-profit employer for 
women executives by the National Associa
tion for Female Executives in 2008; one of 
the 100 best employers for working mothers 
by Working Mother Media in 2006 and 2007;

the 50 best companies for prospective par
ents by Conceive Magazine in 2008; the 100 
best adoption-friendly workplaces by the 
Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption in 
2007 and 2008; one of the 50 best employ
ers for workers over 50 by the American 
Association of Retired Persons in 2005, 
2006, and 2007; and Computer World's 100 
Best Employers for Information Technology 
Professionals in 2007 and 2008.

Aaron Munzer 
Ithaca Journal

Tony Laquitara Makes Presentation to 
Greenhouse Group

Our own Tony Laquitara traveled to Texas 
Tech in Lubbock, Texas the last week in 
July to attend and speak at the Association 
of Education and Research Greenhouse 
Curator’s (AERGC) annual meeting. The 
AERGC is a professional organization of 
men and women who operate research and 
teaching greenhouses at most of the colleges 
and universities throughout North America 
as well as Australia.

Members include representatives from 
commercial agricultural research entities 
such as DuPont and Monsanto as well as 
the Noble Foundation. Greenhouse struc
ture and equipment manufacturers are also 
members. The annual Meeting is a great 
opportunity to share ideas and engage in 
creative problem solving with other pro
fessionals who operate greenhouses in an 
academic setting.

Tony was able to secure a travel grant of 
$500.00 from the host organization which 
helped defray the cost of travel to Lubbock. 
At the meeting Tony offered attendees an 
overview of the Station, and talked about 
its many historic accomplishments, and 
significant current research projects.

“It was an amazing experience spending 
time with people from all over the world 
who do what I do every day,” Laquitara 
said. “We speak the same language. I ’ve 
come back enthusiastic for the work and 
with many new ideas to implement here at 
the Station. I can’t wait to meet with them 
again next year.”

Dave Cain

STATIO N S A FE TY  C O M M IT T E E

SAFETY TIPS
Proper Disposal of Empty 

Chemical Bottles

Safety Precautions:
General Safety precautions and chemical 

handling procedures must be followed at 
all times.

• Understand the hazard associated with 
the chemical and it's incompatibility.

• Use chemical fume hood for hazard
ous chemicals that pose an inhalation 
hazard.

• Use appropriate personal protective 
equipment.

Disposal of empty alcohol and solvent 
bottles.

Evaporation method:
• Alcohol and solvent bottles should be 

aired out for 72 hours in the chemical 
fume hood.

Rinse method:
• Rinse the bottle with water (for water 

compatible chemicals). First rinse-aid 
should be approximately 10% of the 
container volume.

• If alcohol or solvent is designated as 
“Hazardous Waste,” the first rinse-aid 
must be collected and disposed as Haz
ardous Waste.

• Second and third rinse-aid can be drain 
disposed with 30 second drain time 
between rises before being discarded.

Disposal of empty acid, base, toxic and 
oxidizer bottles.

• Rinse the bottle with water (for water 
compatible chemicals). First rinse-aid 
should be approximately 10% of the 
container volume.

• If chemical is designated as “Hazardous 
Waste,” the first rinse-aid must be col
lected and disposed of as a Hazardous 
Chemical Waste.

• Second and th ird  rinse-aid  can be 
drain disposed. With 30 second drain 
time wait between rises before being 
discarded.

If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact Soon Kong x2350 or ssk19

h ttp ://w w w .n y s a e s .c o rn e ll.e d u

http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu

