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BRIEFS
Ag Survey

A lm ost 4,500 farmers nationwide are 
being interviewed between September and 
December this year for the 2007 Agricultur
al Resource Management Survey. This year, 
the National Agricultural Statistics Service, 
which conducts the surveys, is focusing on 
apples including organic apples. Producers 
will be asked about their fertilizer, nutrient, 
and pesticide applications, as well as their 
pest management and irrigation practices.

The ARMS is the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s primary source of informa
tion on the production practices, resource 
use, and economic well-being of farmers, 
according to information from Christopher 
Mertz, director of the NASS Oregon Field 
Office. Almost every federal farm program 
and policy is based on ARMS data.

Good Fruit Grower

Organic Funds
The U.S. Department of Agriculture is 

making $1 m illion available to organic 
growers in eastern states to help defray the 
costs of organic certification. Without the 
assistance, many farmers would not be able 
to cover the costs of certification, which is 
a lengthy and costly process, Agriculture 
Secretary M ike Johanns said in a press 
release.

Funds are available to growers in the 
states of Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, 
M aryland, M assachusetts, Nevada, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Penn
sylvania, Rhode Island, Utah, Vermont, 
West Virginia, and Wyoming, and will be 
allocated in proportion to the number of 
organic producers in each state. The states, 
in turn, will reimburse eligible growers for 
up to 75 percent of their organic certifica
tion costs up to a maximum of $500.

(Continued on page 2)

Gemma Osborne Named 
Outstanding Employee for 2007

Current Station Club President Amy Andersen, left, presents gifts to honoree Gemma 
Osborne as Director Tom Burr and M ary Jean Welser, last y e a r ’s Outstanding Employee, 
look on.

G emma Osborne, production coordinator in the department of Communications 
Services, was named the Outstanding Employee for 2007 at the Annual Station 
Banquet, which was held on Friday, November 2. She is the 25th employee to be 

so honored.
“Gemma has contributed in so many ways to the success of the Station. This year was 

highlighted by our 125th anniversary celebration where she did such an incredible job of 
leading this monumental undertaking,” said Station Director Tom Burr in his introduc
tory remarks. “This was not an isolated event by any means. Gemma is the go-to person 
for essentially all of our major events. She approaches every job with a very high level 
of professionalism and special care and pride. The University, College, Station, and our 
key stakeholder groups have benefited greatly from the initiative and hard work shown 
by Gemma.”

Below are excerpts from some of the letters that were written in support of Gemmas’s 
nomination:

• Gemma brings a very professional attitude to her position, but also is a pleasure to 
work with because of her engaging personality and great smile.

(Continued on page 2)
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It is proposed in the 2007 Farm Bill that 
the program be reauthorized and expanded 
to all states.

Good Fruit Grower

Juice Grape Harvest
The juice grape harvest is now over, and 

National Grape Cooperative (W elch’s) is 
thrilled with the results this year. National, 
based in Westfield, NY, is truly a national 
cooperative of growers in W ashington, 
M ichigan, and Pennsylvania as well as 
New York. Director of member relations 
Rich Erdle said 2007 was the second larg
est crop in N ational’s history with some 
of the “best quality ju ice.” Concord grape 
ju ice  occupies a full page in W egmans 
Menu magazine (holiday issue), with ad
ditional advertising planned through the 
holiday season. I t’s part of a program w e’re 
running to promote the health benefits of 
Concord grape juice, thanks to funding 
m ade possib le  th rough  the leadersh ip  
of Senate A griculture Com m ittee Chair 
Catharine Young and her colleagues.

Wine Press

Cancer Risk
Cancer risk may be reduced by 20% both 

by eating substantial and varied amounts 
of fruits and vegetables, and also by 20% 
by keeping alcohol intake within recom
mended limits in the case of aerodigestive 
track, colon, and breast cancer, according 
to a study released recently. Published 
by the World Cancer Research Fund, the 
report is the most comprehensive one ever 
written about the links between cancer and 
food, nutrition and physical activity; and 
was prepared by 21 international experts 
analyzing about 7,000 studies. In response 
to the study, Dr. R. Curtis Ellison, Founder 
and Director of the Institute of Lifestyle & 
Health (Boston University School of Medi
cine), said, “ scientific data have repeat
edly shown that the net effects of moderate 
drinking in middle-aged and older adults is 
a decrease in morbidity and mortality from 
many of the diseases of aging, and a lower
ing in total mortality.”

Wine Press

(BRIEFS, continued)
• Gemma is a real team player, leader, and a great advocate for the Experiment Sta
tion. I am extremely pleased to support her nomination as Outstanding Employee.

• I have been able to witness first hand Gemma’s professionalism and dedication 
to every aspect of her job. I continue to be impressed with her vast knowledge and 
how she is able to “rally the troops” to work with her and get things done.

• Never without a smile, or a few seconds to discuss the news of the day, Gemma builds 
camaraderie and teamwork among co-workers. Needless to say her leadership in the 
planning and execution of the 125th Anniversary Open House was exemplary.

• The first opportunity I had to work with Gemma was a few years ago when she 
was Station Club President and also chaired the meetings. Whenever a committee 
had a glitch of some sort, usually due to a lack of volunteers, Gemma would always 
say, “I ’ll take care of it.” Whether or not she did it herself, the task got completed.

“Gemma makes me happy to come to work,” said Linda McCandless, Director of 
Communications for the College of Life Sciences and Gemma’s supervisor. “I could not 
ask for a more productive, capable and cheerful employee. I depend on her a great deal 
and she never lets me down. In fact, I ’ve never seen her let anyone down. Many times 
she solves problems that have others stumped. She contributes significantly to the overall 
communications effort at both the Station and CALS.”

Gemma began her career at the Station in March of 1993 in Horticultural Sciences as an 
Accounts Rep. She worked in H.S. for seven years where she moved through the account 
ranks to Accounts Rep III. In 2000 she joined Communications Services as an Administra
tive Assistant and is currently the Production Coordinator in that department.

“I am thrilled to have received the Station Employee of the year award and am honored 
to be added to the list of previous recipients,” Osborne said. “It’s really easy to do a good 
job when you love what you do and interact with so many wonderful people. This is truly 
a great place to work!”

In addition to a framed plaque commemorating the event, Gemma received a gift certifi
cate for brunch for two at Cornell’s Statler Hotel’s Banfi’s Restaurant, a $25 gift certificate 
to the Cornell Campus Store, a $25 gift certificate for Experiment Station merchandise, 
and the highly coveted employee recognition parking sign. Her name will also be added 
to a plaque with the names of previous honorees that is on permanent display in the Lee 
Library at Geneva.

J. Ogrodnick

(EMPLOYEE, continued)
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Retirees served lunch items and other goodies once again at the Holiday Station 
Craft Fair and Book Sale which was held on November 10. (Left To Right): Barbara 
Lamb, Don Barton, Bernadine Aldwinckle, Janice Allen, Betty Bixler, and Mary 
Lou Dumbleton.

C h i l d r e n s  

H o l i d a y  'P a r

Jordan Hall Auditorium 
December 1, 2007  

1 - 3 PM

Join us fo r p izza, gifts and a visit
All ch ildren under 12 are  w e lc o m e  

Sign-up sh eets  (sent v ia  e-m ail 11/13) n e ed  to  be  re
tu rned  to  B etsy Bihn 

eab38@ corne ll.edu  by N o v e m b er 21 
P lease  ind ica te  if you  are  not a 

S tation  C lub m em ber.
P lease  bring a dish to  pass.

STATION CLUB HOL/PAYLUNCH AND SALE
Thursday, November 29, 2007 - NOON 

Sawdust Cafe

Get 2 slices of pizza, chips, salad, soda or water, and a cookie for $5.
If you bring in a canned good for the Food Pantry at the Geneva Center of Concern 

(such as Spam, tuna fish, canned fruit, peanut butter, Chunky-style soup, Dinty Moore 
Stew, or boxed cereal or oatmeal), you will receive 10% of your total purchase.

Please come see our selection of t-shirts, sweatshirts, golf shirts, book bags, hats, 
fleece vests and jackets, and long-sleeved t-shirts and mock turtlenecks. If you can’t 
decide what to buy, we also have Station Club gift certificates available in any amount.

Pizza Event
IP& Pizza event at the Tech Farm  on 

November 27. The IP in IP&Pizza refers to 
intellectual property; the Pizza refers to...well, 
you know. This session is one of a series of 
town hall meetings conducted by the Cornell 
Center for Technology, Enterprise & Com
mercialization (CCTEC). Vice Provost Alan 
Paau will be in attendance and will make 
a short presentation. It is important for the 
university community to be knowledgeable 
about how IP is managed under Dr. Paau's new 
leadership. It will also be a time for dialogue 
with CCTEC staff.

Please reserve your slices of pizza by con
tacting Laura Cima at lc12@cornell.edu

Operation Happy Holidays - Station Club 
Annual Collection Drive

The 2007 Station Club Drive to support 
the Geneva Center of Concern’s “Operation 
Merry Christmas/Happy Holidays” will be 
starting soon! More than 150 families in the 
Geneva area will receive gifts for their chil
dren and fixings for a Holiday dinner.

Collection boxes will be placed in each 
building beginning November 16. Items 
will be collected Novem ber 16 through 
December 5.

We are collecting the following items:
• Hats, Mittens, Gloves, Scarves, Socks 
for Children ages 0 - 18 years.

• There is a special need for larger socks, 
gloves, mittens and hats to fit older 
children.

• Puzzles, books and games.
The Center is also in need of frozen turkeys 

and canned hams to be used in the holiday 
meal boxes. If you would like to donate one, 
please bring it to A104, Barton Lab, and it 
will be stored until time of delivery.

Monetary donations are always welcome 
and appreciated. Checks can be made payable 
to “Geneva Center of Concern” with a notation 
on the checks to read “Operation Merry Christ
mas.” Contributions are tax deductible.

If there are any questions, please contact 
your Department or Unit Station Club rep
resentative.

Thank you for your kindness and caring.

* We will not be collecting any toys this year 
due to the many recent toy recalls.

(BRIEFS, continued)
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CLASSIFIEDS
CALENDAR of EVENTS

NOV 16 - 30, 2007

M EETING S

STATION SAFETY COMMITTEE

SAFETY TIPS

C H A IR ’S M EETIN G
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2007
Time: 8:30 AM
Place: Director’s Office

CALS FACULTY SENATE  
M EETIN G

Date: Wednesday, December 5, 2007
Time: 4 PM
Place: A-134 Barton Lab, Audio/Visual

Linkage

PLANT PATH
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2007
Time: 3:30 PM, Coffee at 3 PM
Place: A134 Barton Lab
Speaker: Rose Palumbo, Dept. of Plant

Pathology, Ohio State University, 
Columbus 

Title: TBA

Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2007
Time: 3:30 PM, Coffee at 3 PM
Place: A134 Barton Lab
Speaker: Paulo Zaini, NYSAES 
Title: The Iron Stimulon of Xylella

fastidiosa

ENTOMOLOGY
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2007
Time: 10:30 AM, Coffee at 10:15 AM
Place: 310 Barton Lab
Speaker: Marty Schlabach, NYSAES 

Library
Title: Library Information Resources and

Services: An Overview and Update

Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2007
Time: 10:30 AM, Coffee at 10:15 AM
Place: 310 Barton Lab
Speaker: Simon Hsu, NYSAES
Title: What Does a Spatial Perspective

Bring to Applied Entomology?

FOOD SCIENCE
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2007
Time: 11 AM
Place: FST Conference Room 251
Speaker: Greg Hudson, Chair of the Wine 

Institute Technical Committee 
Title: International Technical Regulations

Affecting Wine

REVIEW CONTRACT 
INFORMATION

You can review your contact information, 
position requirement checklist, training his
tory, and emergency response information 
from the “Staff” link on the Online Train
ing Roster homepage at http://fru.nysaes. 
cornell.edu/Training/default.htm with the 
password “guest”. Only your department’s 
Designated Responsible User (DRU) can 
edit your staff record. If you need additional 
health & safety training or a refresher please 
contact Soon Kong at 787-2350.

Thank you for helping to maintain a safe 
work environment at the Station.

TAEKARDIO
Day: Monday and Wednesday
Time: 12 - 1 PM
Place: Jordan Hall Auditorium
Cost: $25 for 6 weeks

Please bring water, floor mat, towel and 
wear comfy clothes.

ENGLISH AS A  
SECOND LANGUAGE

Classes are free and include conversa
tional English, writing skills and real-life 
communications.
Instructor: Susan Deidrich 
When: Every Tuesday & Thursday

from 4:30 - 7:30 PM 
Where: The Food Science and Technol

ogy Building Lunch Room.
New students are welcome to join at any 

time. Just show up for any session. Classes 
are flexible so that students may attend 
either or both sessions each week.

Cherry Juice For Sale at the Tech Farm
CherryPharm would like to let the Station 

community know that we have an outlet to 
purchase CherryPharm juice which is open 
every Wednesday, 10 a M  -2 PM. We will also 
sell by appointment. Contact Cindy Smith at 
781-7308. It’s right here at the Tech Farm. 
Please call for more information.

Cynthia Smith 
Cherrypharm, Inc.

FOR SALE: 1997 Pontiac Grand Prix GTP 
Green four door with leather seats, heads-up 
display and 145,000 miles. Asking $2500. 
Contact Sarah at sjl38, ext. 2281, or 585-509
5471.

FOR SALE: 2001 Pontiac Grand AM -
103,000, V6, PW, PL, One owner. Excellent 
condition. $4,500 or BO. Very reliable. Just in
spected. Contact tjf4@cornell.edu or x2307

WANTED: Affordable, used car for newly 
arrived postdoc. Would like to buy a car within 
the next 3-4 weeks. Email Paulo at paz22@ 
cornell.edu

FOR RENT: Spacious 2-bedroom upstairs 
apartment off of Park Place overlooking a 
beautiful English garden. Large eat-in kitchen, 
washer, dryer, 2 garages (one for parking, the 
other for storage). $675 per month plus utili
ties. No pets, no smoking. Available Nov. 1. 
Contact Donna Loeb at drr2 or x2325

FOR SALE: Finnesse Sewing Machine (made 
by Singer). Nice light weight easy machine to 
use. Good for general sewing. It’s about 20 
years old. I made my first quilt on it 2 years 
ago and just used it again last week. . .runs fine. 
It has all the attachments that came with it, a 
bunch of bobbins and the manual. I received a 
new beauty last year for Christmas, that put me 
to three, one had to go! Asking $50. Contact 
Donna @ dmb62 or x2492. I’ll have it in my 
office if your interested.

Article/Classified Ad Submission Update
Because of the recent changes to the 

NYSAES email list you need to subscribe 
to the new list at nysaes-stationnews-L in 
order to submit all articles and/or classified 
ads. To do this contact Patty Gibbs in the 
Computer Center at X2289 or peg1@nysaes. 
cornell.edu

Guidelines for Classified Ads
Ads are free to members of the Station com

munity, ads are printed as space permits.
Remember to:
Include name, campus phone number and 

email address.
Limit ad to 20 words or less.
Ads selling goods or commercial services 

on an ongoing basis or promoting employ
ment outside Cornell cannot be accepted.

To run your ad more than once, you must 
resubmit it.

Station News is not responsible for errors 
or unprinted ads, and retains the right to edit 
or reject any submissions.

SEM INARS
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