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Brian Nault and Ping Wang Promoted to Associate Professor

Brian Nault

B r ian  N au lt w ho has 
research  and ex ten 
sion responsibilities in 

landscape ecology and m an
agem ent of arthropod pests 
that attack vegetable crops, 
has been promoted to associate 
professor with tenure.

“Brian has been described 
as one of the best young ento
mologists on vegetable crops 
in the country,” said Wendell 
R oelofs, chairperson of the 
entomology department. “He 
has developed a program that 
addresses the basic ecological 
problem s of pest dynam ics 
in vegetables, and is a great
ambassador in extension to the various clientele that we serve.” 
Roelofs went on to say that recommendation letters from faculty to 
vegetable growers show that he is extremely popular with everyone 
and well liked by all. “Brian carries out all his responsibilities 
with enthusiasm and commitment and is a valuable member of 
this department. His attributes indicate that we have a rising star 
in our midst.”

Within the broad area of landscape ecology, Nault’s research 
has focused on understanding the dispersal of insects that attack 
vegetable crops including those that transmit viruses. ‘The purpose 
for selecting this area of study is that new information about insect 
dispersal should significantly improve our ability to develop cost 
effective, durable and environmentally sound vegetable insect 
pest management strategies and approaches for managing insect- 
transmitted viruses,” said Nault. “Advancements in understanding 
insect dispersal to develop management strategies require knowl
edge of the pest’s life history and the vegetable production system 
within the agroecosystem.”

Nault’s current research projects include ecology and man
agement of onion maggot and onion thrips in onion with a new 
emphasis on understanding the impact and spread of the onion 
thrips-transmitted iris yellow spot virus in onion fields. A major 
project nearing completion, according to Nault, includes aphid 
dispersal and spread of a common virus that aphids transmit, cu
cumber mosaic virus in snap bean and strategies to minimize risk

(Continued on page 2)
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Ping Wang

king Wang, who in 2001 
was appointed the first 
genomics faculty mem

ber at Geneva, has been pro
moted to associate professor 
with tenure.

“Ping was hired to establish 
a program of basic research 
using genomic techniques, and 
has proved to be an extremely 
valuable resource in the depart
ment,” said Wendell Roelofs, 
chairperson of the entom ol
ogy department. “Not only is 
he an extremely hard-working 
scientist who is developing 
basic studies in the area of 
insect-plant interactions that 

are mission oriented in agriculture, but he has become a valuable 
molecular diagnostician. He has established many collaborations 
with other entomologists in the department by using molecular 
tools to identify exotic species and resistant populations or to 
follow pest population movements.” Roelofs added that Wang’s 
combined applied research and diagnostic programs underscore 
the value of having someone with genomic skills in the depart
ment. “We anticipate exciting, new insect control techniques to 
come from his research on the insect gut along with ways to stop 
feeding by pest species.”

‘T he insect digestive tract performs a crucial function in food 
digestion, the most essential physiological process, and is the 
primary site interfacing with various biotic and abiotic challenges 
from the environment. Therefore, understanding the biochemi
cal and molecular basis of important physiological functions in 
the digestive system will provide us with a new opportunity for 
development of strategies for insect control,” said Wang.

His research interest is centered on the understanding of bio
chemical and molecular interactions of insects with their host 
plants, microbial pathogens and other environmental factors and 
applying the knowledge gained from basic studies to develop novel 
insect control strategies. “Currently, the research in my laboratory 
is focused on identification and characterization of insect genes 
that play important roles in regulated insect gut physiology and are 
involved in critical defense mechanisms and in interactions with

(Continued on page 2)
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(NAULT, continued)

of yield loss due to the virus. “Other current and future projects 
include managing a variety of insect pests of onion, snap bean, 
dry bean and cucurbits using insecticide seed treatments and 
examining the potential of plant growth promoting rhizobacteria 
and natural enemies for managing green peach aphid infestations 
in pepper,” he said.

Nault receive a B.S. in 1988 from Ohio State University, an M.S. 
in 1990 from the University of Georgia, Athens, and his Ph.D. in 
1994 from North Carolina State University. All three degrees were 
in entomology. He was hired by Cornell as an assistant professor 
in 2001.

Nault is a member of the Entomological Society of America, 
the American Association for the Advancement of Science and the 
Georgia Entomological Society.

He currently serves as subject editor for the Journal o f Ento
mological Science.

J. Ogrodnick

(WANG, continued)

microbial pathogens and various factors from the environment,” 
said Wang. “In addition, I also team up with other entomologists 
to develop and apply molecular diagnostic techniques for invasive 
insect species identification and population analysis.”

Wang received a B.S. in1983 and M.S. in 1986 both from Fudan 
University in China. He received his Ph.D. in 1996 from Cornell. 
He was hired by Cornell as an assistant professor in 2001.

Wang is a member of the Entomological society of America, 
the Society for Invertebrate Pathology and the American Society 
for Microbiology. He is a peer reviewer for numerous journals 
including Insect Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Journal 
o f Invertebrate pathology and Journal o f Insect Science just to 
name a few.

J. Ogrodnick

Tim Martinson Receives NY Wine & 
Grape Foundation’s Unity Research Award

T he “Research Award” for major contributions in 
research and education to benefit the New York 

grape and wine industry was presented to Dr. Tim Mar
tinson of Cornell Cooperative Extension. The award 
was presented at the Viticulture 2007 and the Wine 
Industry Workshop Unity Banquet which was held on 
February 8 .

The banquet was the highlight of a three-day confer
ence and trade show, Viticulture 2007 and the Wine 
Industry Workshop, which attracted about 1,000 people 
from many states and several countries. The award was 
presented by the New York Wine and Grape Foundation 
for major contributions in research and education to 
benefit the New York grape and wine industry.

For several years, Tim served as the Finger Lakes 
Grape Specialist, providing com m unication  and 
education for growers in that region; and recently was 
promoted to Statewide Extension Associate. In his new position, he will further develop 
Cornell’s internationally recognized applied research programs in grape and wine produc
tion to support and improve the viability and competitiveness of New York’s industry, with 
a particular focus on area with major economic and environmental impacts for growers 
and wineries. Tim organized the annual Finger Lakes Grape Growers Convention, and this 
year played a key role in developing the Viticulture 2007 agenda.

Martinson received his M.S. and his Ph.D. in entomology, from Cornell, in 1988 and 
1990, respectively. He then worked as a research support specialist until 1996 in the grape 
entomology program at Cornell.

The New York Wine and Grape Foundation is a statewide, not-for-profit trade association 
representing grape growers, grape juice manufacturers, wineries and others in the Lake 
Erie, Niagara Escarpment, Finger Lakes, Hudson River, Long Island and other regions. 
Part of its mandate is to stimulate coordination and cooperation among all segments of the 
industry in all regions. Its overall goal is “to have the New York grape and wine industry 
recognized as a world leader in quality, productivity, and social responsibility.”

Tim Martinson
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President Skorton Visits Station

Cornel President David Skorton and his wife Dr. Robin Davisson were in 
Geneva February 5 fo r  a full-day tour o f the Experiment Station. “Their 
enthusiasm and interest were apparent and they commented several times 
on the quality and diversity o f work that is done here,” said Tom Burr. “All 
departments were well represented,” he went on to say. “They asked fo r  
follow up information related to several o f the discussions they took part in 
throughout the day and it seems certain that David and Robin will return to 
learn more about the great things that are done here to advance science and 
to assist the N Y  food  and agriculture industries.” In the above photo Tom 
Burr introduces Susan Brown who spoke about the fru it breeding program  
and some o f her own work.

Chris Sm art spoke about p la n t diseases and  
had some examples on hand fo r  the visitors to 
examine.

With a photo o f the flight tunnel in his hands Charlie 
Linn talked about how the tunnel is used to test the 
response o f apple maggot flies to host odor.

At the end o f the day President Skorton and Dr. Davisson 
toured the V&B lab and had a taste o f the Cornell 
Signature Merlot with faculty and students. Here Dr. 
Skorton chats with graduate student Paul Brock.
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
FEB 16 - MARCH 2, 2007

SEM INARS

FOOD SCIENCE
Dr. Justine Vanden Heuvel 

Assistant Professor of Viticulture 
Horticultural Sciences-Geneva

“Improving Phenolic Composition of 
Grapes and Cranberries”

Date: Wednesday, February 21, 2007
Time: 11:00 AM
Place: Food Science & Technology

Conference Room Room 251

HORT SCIENCE
Alan Lakso 

Professor of Pomology and Viticulture 
Horticultural Sciences-Geneva

“ Integrating Growth, Environmental and 
Cultural Interactions on Grapevines with 

Dynamic Carbon Balance Modeling”

Date: Monday, February 19, 2007
Time: 11:15 AM - 12:00 PM
Place: A134 Barton Lab

Seminar is being presented in Ithaca and 
viewed in Geneva via polycom

M EETING S

CHAIRS MEETING
Date: Tuesday, February 20, 2007
Time: 8:30 AM
Place: Director’s Office

FUSION EVENTS

TECHNOLOGY, FOOD, 
& AGRICULTURAL 

CAREER DAY
Date: Thursday, March 22, 2007 
Place: Jordan Hall Auditorium

BOCES’S 
EDUCATOR 

DEVELOPMENT DAY: 
SEMINAR SERIES AT 

NYSAES
Date: Friday, March 30, 2007

ENGLISH AS A  
SEC O N D  LANGUAGE

Classes are absolutely free and include 
conversational English, writing skills and 
real-life communications.
Instructor: Mary Spittler 
W hen: Clas ses w ill begin on Tuesday, 
February 20th and m eet every Tuesday 
afternoon from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and 
every Thursday afternoon from 3:00 p.m. 
to 6:00 p.m.
Where: The classes will be held in the 
Lunch Room in the Food Science and Tech
nology Building.

New students are welcome to join at any 
time. Just show up for any session. Classes 
are flexible so that students may attend either 
or both sessions per week.

Y ou a re  in v ited  to  a tten d  

th e S ta tio n  's 125th  

A n n iv ersary  C eleb ration

Please join us for cake and coffee 
Thursday, March 1, 2007 

10:00 A.M.
Jordan Hall Auditorium

To RSVP contact Nancy Long 
NPL1 or X2288

Station Daffodil Sale
February 16- February 28

Benefit for the 
American Cancer Society

Fresh Cut Daffodils 
(10 per bunch): $10 

Potted Daffodils: $10 

Bear and a Bunch 
(Boyds Bear and 10 daffodils): 

$25

Please e-mail Debby Ditzell at dld2, 
Kathy DeRosa at kad2 or Janice Valerio 
at jbv1 to place your order.

Flow ers w ill be 
d e liv e re d  to 
the Station 
the week of 
March 19.

CLASSIFIEDS

F O R  RENT: 1 & 2 bedroom  apartments 
in  Geneva. New ly rem odeled, close to 
downtown, hospital, and NY SAES. Quiet 
neighborhood. The 1 bedroom  is $700/ 
m onth and the 2 bedroom  is $800 per 
month. A ll utilities included (gas, elec
tric, heat, water & sewer, trash & snow 
removal). Off street parking. For more info 
contact ds223 or call 789-2612.

F O R  SA L E: Lake Home. Beautiful year- 
round  hom e on Seneca Lake for sale. 
Just 8 miles South o f Geneva. 50 ft. of 
private lakefront, w ith house on a larger 
lot. Three bedrooms and large finished 
room  in basement. Hardwood floors. Full 
attic and basement, and 1.5 car garage. 
$225,000. For more info contact jag7  or 
call X2209.

h ttp ://w w w .nysaes .cornell.edu

http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu

