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BRIEFS
57th Annual Finger Lakes Grape 

Growers Convention and Trade Show
The 57th Annual Finger Lakes Grape 

Growers Convention and Trade Show will be 
held March 3 and 4 at the Waterloo Holiday 
Inn, Waterloo, NY. This annual convention 
attracts 300 grape growers for educational 
sessions, a wine reception, and a trade show 
with 42 commercial exhibitors featuring 
vineyard equipment, vines, vineyard sup
plies, and much more.

Last year’s two-day Finger Lakes Grape 
Growers Convention was well attended 
on both days. Members of the Program’s 
Grower Advisory Committee (a group of 13 
growers representing all five counties and an 
at-large representative from Canandaigua 
Wine) decided that we should do it again. 
They provided a long list of topics that touch 
on current issues important to growers in 
this region.

Friday’s (March 4) program will feature 
sessions on soil health, weed management, 
grower innovations, new hybrid varieties 
(including wine tasting), business manage
ment, an all-day new grower workshop, and 
pesticide recordkeeping. The session ends 
with the annual wine and cheese reception. 
Saturday’s (March 5) program features re
search updates on insect, disease, and weed 
management, vine management, economics, 
and spray technology. NY pesticide recerti
fication credits will be offered. Registration 
and program information is posted at http:// 
flg.cce.cornell.edu, or call 315-536-5134 for 
more information.

Free Informational Sessions Help Businesses 
Tap Cornell University Resources

New bi-monthly informational sessions 
hosted by the Cornell Agriculture & Food

(Continued on page 2)

David J. Skorton Selected as Cornell’s 12th President

T t
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D. J. Skorton

Jhey say lightning doesn’t strike twice 
in the same place, but that’s not what 
the folks at the University of Iowa 

are thinking these days.
On January 14, David J. Skorton, who has 

served as the president of the University of 
Iowa since 2003, was named as Cornell’s 
12th president. In 1995, Hunter Rawlings, 
the university’s 10th president, was also 
plucked from the presidency of the Uni
versity of Iowa.

Skorton is regarded as an eminent physi
cian, scholar, and experienced leader. At Iowa 
he has been hailed for his close connections 
to the community and strong support for the 
arts and humanities. He is further considered a consummate fundraiser.

Described as a Renaissance man, Skorton has a breadth of interests that easily supports 
that accolade. In his roles as physician, engineer and university president, he has published 
over 200 academic articles and authored two books. In addition, Skorton, who hosts a 
weekly radio jazz show at the University of Iowa, is an accomplished jazz musician play
ing saxophone and flute.

Robin Davisson, the wife of Cornell’s newly named president, will hold a joint faculty ap
pointment in the Vet College and at Weill-Cornell Medical College in New York City. At the 
University of Iowa, she is a tenured associate professor of anatomy and cell biology and radiation 
oncology. Davisson, who enjoys working with fibers, owns a spinning wheel that sometimes 
accompanies her when she is travelling. She describes herself as a “pescovegetarian,” meaning 
a vegetarian who also eats fish.

Skorton’s father was a Russian immigrant, and Cornell’s new president is the first in his family 
to graduate from college. He has a son who is currently a student at Stanford University.

During a meeting with Employee Assembly members on the afternoon of January 12, the 
President and his wife discussed their inclusive approach to staff and received coaching on how 
to cheer for the Cornell hockey team. When Skorton and Davisson delivered a spirited “Go Big 
Red,” as instructed in Lynah Rink later that evening, the crowd roared approvingly.

Throughout the day as he was introduced as the university’s next president, Skorton expressed 
his exuberance about the opportunity to come to Cornell, which he described as a “great jewel 
of higher education.” He also took frequent opportunities to share his lively sense of humor 
with his new community.

Leaving 26 years of work and connections at Iowa (22 years for his wife) was a difficult 
decision, but for a dual career couple it was “too good an opportunity to pass up,” Skorton 
explained. He added, “Our hearts will always be partly in Iowa.”

Skorton will take office July 1, but is expected back on the Cornell campus at intervals 
this spring to prepare for his upcoming presidency.

Dennis Stein 
(This story originally appeared 

in PawPrint 1/26/06)
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(BRIEFS, continued)
Technology Park are designed to help com
panies and entrepreneurs tap into the vast 
business resources at Cornell University. 
Speakers from the Cornell Center for Life 
Science Enterprise will address different 
topics each session.

These business outreach sessions are free 
and open to everyone, including budding 
entrepreneurs, business owners, or those 
curious about what Cornell has to offer. 
The first session is on Wednesday, February 
8 from noon -  1:00 p.m., at 500 Technol
ogy Farm Drive (off Pre-Emption Road), 
Geneva, NY.

“These sessions are but one of the many 
ways the Cornell Agriculture & Food Tech
nology Park is helping channel the tremen
dous resources of Cornell University into 
regional economic development”, said Daniel 
J. Fessenden, the Park’s executive director.

Seating is limited. Those interested in 
attending the sessions should make reser
vations by contacting Connie Rodriguez at 
315-781-0070. Soda and water will be avail
able, and attendees are encouraged to bring 
their lunch. Individuals may also request 
appointments for one-on-one consultation 
with Cornell representatives.

The first session on February 8 will ex
plore resources available through the Cornell 
Center for Life Science Enterprise. It also 
will address the application process for NY- 
STAR (New York State Center for Science, 
Technology and Academic Research) CAT 
(Center for Advanced Technology) grants. 
These grants are designed to spur technol
ogy-based applied research and economic 
development in New York State.

Future business outreach session topics 
will include:

• Cornell Incubator
• Nanobiotechnology Center
• Center for Materials Research
• Library Systems services
• Cornell Center for Technology, 

Enterprise, and Commercialization
• Internship programs and opportunities
• Cornell University Core Facilities

For more information or to make an ap
pointment for the one-on-one meetings please 
call: Connie Rodriguez at 315-781-0070.

For more information: www.thetechnolo- 
gyfarm.com

Loss of Power Becomes a Lesson in Emergency Planning
6 6"VT Tejust recently had one of the best Emergency Planning Drills ever,” said Marc Smith

V V in his opening remarks at an Emergency Coordinator meeting held in Jordan Hall on 
January 31. But it hadn’t been a drill; Mark was referring to the campus-wide power outage on 
Thursday, January 26, that left many employees ‘in the dark’ both literally and figuratively.

A truck hit a pole on Route 14 just before 6:00AM, and the dark that one ordinarily experi
ences at that time of day suddenly became a lot darker. Chris Olmstead, custodian in Barton 
Lab, was in his basement office of that building when the lights went out. “I thought someone 
was playing a prank on me and had reached in and turned off the light switch,” he said. “Then 
when I heard the generator kick on, I knew something was wrong. ”

Chris and fellow Barton early birds Donna Stahl and Maryann Borsick were later all to
gether by the west door of the building when Jeff Rios came by and told them to go to Jordan 
Hall which had been designated a ‘Safe Haven’ free from the possibility of being exposed to 
chemical fumes.

This is the sequence of the morning’s events according to John VanderWeide :
• Power goes out at 5:50AM. Utility Plant Operator, Eric Ninestine, activates emergency 

response roster. Russ Nydam attempts to restart boilers on emergency generator power. 
Neither the primary or back-up boilers will fire.

• Al Fairbrother, already on campus for snow removal, joins efforts at the plant to restart 
the boilers.

• John VanderWeide arrives and expands emergency response call-in to all maintenance 
mechanics. Initial contact from NYSEG reports power restored on their end. Meter in 
Station switch gear shows no secondary voltage at our substation. Ralph D’Amato contacts 
O’Connell Electric to troubleshoot problems at the substation.

• Tim Thibault called in to troubleshoot boiler problems. He was soon joined by Phil Be- 
man and Brad Rozelle. Controller replaced, but boiler still will not fire. Call for assistance 
made to Unlimited Energy and Buckpitt. We continue to troubleshoot and discover ad
ditional problems.

• Rick Kalbfleisch contacts NY SEG line crew in the area to check power coming into the 
Station. No power detected - problem is on NY SEG, not the Station. NY SEG attempts 
to switch our feed to Preemption Road substation, but not able to due to ice buildup on 
pole switches.

• B&P personnel are working though the power outage procedures for each building. This 
is a progressive process, as the duration of the outage lengthens, additional measures are 
implemented and emergency systems checked at regular intervals.

• Vince Volland and others initiate efforts to bring auxiliary heat to greenhouses, using LP 
and kerosene heaters we had and purchased additionally. (Thanks go to Castle Road mini 
mart for loaning us LP tanks, charging only the rental rate.)

• We start to cannibalize parts from summer boiler three, which is opened up for annual 
inspection.

• NYSEG restores power at about 9:00AM. Emergency call goes out to shut down air 
handling units and exhaust fans all over campus to prevent bringing 20 degree F outside 
air into buildings. Lights turned on in greenhouses to provide some heat.

• Tim and Phil finally able to get boiler one to fire around 10:30AM. Begin work trouble 
shooting boiler two. Technician from Buckpitt arrives.

• Vince and his crew work to refill steam distribution system. Slow enough to prevent dam
age to distribution system, yet fast enough to keep the boiler from flaming out again. As 
lines are heated, building systems are brought on-line starting with greenhouses. Loads 
must be coordinated with the plant to prevent over or under loading the boiler. The last 
system finally up about 12:45PM.

• Boiler two fires, but still needs a new draft controller. Controller ordered express delivery. 
(It arrived and was installed by Brad Rozelle on Saturday. Two new opacity monitors 
two-week delivery.)

Ann Griner was stationed in the B&P ‘Command Center’ with telephones, radio and maps 
of the campus in hand. “When I arrived at work Thursday morning, what I saw was a dark

(Continued on page 3)
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Donald A. Rutz Named Director of NYS 
Integrated Pest Management Program

D onald A. Rutz, professor of veterinary entomol
ogy at Cornell University, has been appointed 
director of Cornell’s New York State Integrated 

Pest Management (IPM) program. He will continue his 
research and extension programs while allocating 40 per
cent of his time to the directorship, which begins February 
1, 2006.

Rutz has been actively involved with IPM for over 25 
years, having been a member of the NYS IPM program 
operating committee since its inception.

Announcing Rutz’s appointment, Helene R. Dillard,
Cornell Cooperative Extension director and associate dean 
of Cornell’s Colleges of Agriculture and Life Sciences and 
Human Ecology, said, “We welcome Don to our leadership 
team. He has been a highly respected, well-known leader 
in the IPM field and among Cornell faculty and staff for 
decades. His knowledge and solid reputation will continue to keep the New York State IPM 
program well positioned as a national leader in this scholarship area. ”

Rutz will focus his attention as NY S IPM director on stakeholder involvement and securing 
funding. “The outstanding reputation that our program experiences today has resulted from the 
ever constant involvement and input from our extensive list of stakeholders in both agriculture 
and in our communities; our regulators and legislators at the local, state and national levels; 
our public health and environmental advocacy groups; and our outstanding Cornell extension 
educators and researchers both off and on campus. As director, I will constantly strive to make 
certain that this involvement remains the driving force behind our program.’'

“A major opportunity for the program is that of funding both for agriculture and community 
IPM. I will spend time meeting with legislators, regulators, stakeholders and advocacy groups 
at the state and national levels, educating them about our programs and discussing our funding 
needs. I look forward to this most critical aspect of this position.”

“In addition, I would also like to see our NYS IPM Program be more actively involved in 
training our IPM practitioners of the future through internships, etc. which could be set up through 
Cornell and our SUNY campuses and also our community colleges,” Rutz said.

Rutz’s research and extension programming has focused on the development, implementa
tion and demonstration of integrated fly management programs for dairy cattle and poultry with 
emphasis on the biological components.

Rutz joined Cornell’s faculty in 1981 as an assistant professor, was promoted to associate pro
fessor in 1987, and to professor in 1995. Prior to Cornell, Rutz was an extension entomologist at 
North Carolina State University. Rutz received his bachelor’s degree in biology from Kutztown 
State College in 1970, his master’s degree in entomology from Penn State University in 1975, 
and his doctorate in veterinary entomology from North Carolina State University in 1977. Rutz 
grew up on a farm near Allentown, Penn., where he said he “received some of the best training 
and experience for what I’m doing for the dairy and poultry industries here in New York. ” 

During his tenure at Cornell, Rutz served 11 years as director of Cornell’s Pesticide Man
agement Education Program and 10 years as chair of the Department of Entomology. He was 
honored nationally in 2004 with the Lifetime Achievement Award in Veterinary Entomology 
and statewide in 2003 with the Excellence in IPM Award.

Rutz succeeds Michael P. Hoffmann, who became director of the Cornell University Agricul
tural Experiment Station in September.

Nancy Fey

D. A. Rutz

(POWER,

campus and flashlight beams dancing all 
over the place,” Ann later said “I thought 
to myself at the time this is not good.” Ann 
found herself doing a lot of multitasking over 
the course of the morning, including looking 
for a business card with a flashlight in a dark 
office. “It was really crazy at times,” she 
said. “There was even one moment that I had 
NY SEG on my cell phone and Marc Smith 
on the landline. ”

“The power outage and related breakdown 
of the boilers in the heating plant was a true 
test of a potential crisis at the Station,” said 
Tom Burr. “What was evident from the first 
call that I received was the concern, dedica
tion and competence of the B&P staff as 
well as other members of the Station who 
rose to the occasion and worked together 
to avoid what could have been very serious 
situation. ” Tom went on to say that concern 
was repeatedly expressed about the safety 
of our employees as well as for the ongo
ing research in the labs and the plants in the 
greenhouses. “Teams were in place to move 
plants from greenhouses if the boilers had 
not been fixed, ” he said. ‘ ‘We will learn much 
from this experience, but probably mostly 
that we have an excellent response team that 
we should be very proud of.”

“On behalf of B&P, I would like to thank 
the staff and faculty for their assistance 
and patience during this event,” said John 
VanderWeide. “We intend to learn from this 
experience and to be better prepared for the 
next time something like this occurs.” 

“We’ve learned from this that we need to 
do a better job getting information out to peo
ple,” Marc Smith said during the Emergency 
Coordinator meeting. It was suggested that 
departments develop ‘phone trees’ to notify 
their employees, especially those that live a 
distance away, of the Station being closed or 
of a delay like the one that occurred on Janu
ary 26. It was also suggested that employees 
be made aware that Jordan Hall is designated 
the ‘Safe Haven’ for people to go to who are 
already at work when an emergency occurs, 
and that they are aware of, and use the Station 
information phone number. That number is 
(315) 781-2011.

“Emergency planning is an imperfect sci
ence,” Marc said in conclusion. “Everyone 
handled this one very well, but we need to 
develop better tools, better communications 
and better backups. ”

J. Ogrodnick
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CALENDAR of EVENTS 
FEB 3 - 17, 2006

M EETING S
CHAIRS MEETING

Date: Tuesday, February 7, 2006
Time: 11 AM
Place: Director’s office

SEM INARS
ENTOMOLOGY

Date: Tuesday, February 14, 2006
Time: 10:30 AM, Coffee at 10:15 AM
Place: 310 Barton Lab
Speaker Larry Gutt, Ent. Michigan St. Uni.
Subject: Codling Moth Mating Disruption in

Apples: Raising Expectations

PLANT PATH
Date: Tuesday, February 7, 2006
Time: 3:30 PM, Coffee at 3 PM
Place: A-134 Barton Lab
Speaker: Tanya V. Taylor, Geneva
Subject: Detoxification of the Toxin

Cercosporin by the Bacterium
Xanthomonas Campestris pv. zinniae

FOOD SCIENCE
Date: Wednesday, February 8, 2006
Time: 11 AM
Place: FST , 2nd floor, Rm. 251
Speaker: Karl Siebert, Geneva
Subject: Is There Madness In Our Methods?

LTC

Subject: PhotoShop Series, Part 2
Date: Tuesday, February 7, 2006
Time: 9 - 10 AM
Place: Jordan Hall Staff Room
Instructor: Rob Way

Subject: Scifinder Scholar
Date: Thursday, February 9, 2006
Time: 10 AM
Place: Jordan Hall Staff Room
Instructor: Leah Solla
See Opportunity Knocks (right) for more information

TAEKARDIO
M o n /W e d  

12:00 - 1:00 PM 
Jordan  Hall Lounge 

6 w k s / $25

T h e  2006  Stati@ ra C lu b  B o w lin g  P a r ty  
S a tu r d a y  F e b r u a r y  2 5  a t  8  PM

The sign-up sheets are due by February 17

The cost is the same as last year 
$13.00 for members, $15.00 for non-members, 

$3.00 to watch for members, 
$5.00 to watch for non-members 

Teams of Four • Three games 
Food & Drink • Prizes!

CLASSIFIEDS
F O R  S A L E : 25ga Aquarium w/ hood, light, 
filter, etc. $60; 15ga High Aquarium/Terrarium 
w/ cover, heat rock, etc. $40; Wood End Tables 
w/ drawers $50/pair; Coleman Spotting Scope w/ 
case + tripod, 15-45x60power $150; Lifestyler 
500 Xcountry skier/rower $40; Sunbeam Toaster 
Oven (1350 watts) $15. Contact Holly King @ 
hak3 or 315-539-8761

A P T  F O R  R E N T : Two-bedroom, furnished, 
ground-floor apartment on North Main Street 
is available for rent from February 3rd. Quiet 
surroundings. No pets and indoor smoking. 
No lease required. Call 789-7239 or e-mail 
kw22@cornell.edu

F O R  S A L E : 1994 Toyota Tercel 4 speed, eco
nomical at 30+ mpg, new radiator and rear brakes. 
$750. hlw7@nysaes.cornell.edu, or 2433

F O R  R E N T : Lower-level, walk-out, 1-bedroom 
apartment in the Park Place area. Includes laundry 
facilities and off street parking. $475/month plus 
gas & electric. Like brand new - fresh and clean 
with new paint and carpeting. Very cozy. No pets, 
no smoking. Available Feb. 1st. If interested, 
contact Donna Roelofs (drr2 or X2325) or Alicia 
Bennett (789-3798)

The Employee Assembly cordially invites all staff to a

C h i l i  C h a t
A  F R E E  lunch and inform ation gathering se ssion  to share your ideas 

and d iscuss how  to im prove the balance betw een  work and leisure

Special Guest 
Mary George Opperman

Vice President fo r  Human Resources

Lunch Menu
Veggie and meat chili, salad, bread & beverages

Thursday, February 9, 2006 • 12:00 - 1:00 
Room A-134 Barton Lab

To RSVP or to ask questions, call Pat Mahoney at x2234 or e-mail at pmm19

Opportunity Knocks
Leah Solla (C hem istry R eference L ibrarian  at 

Cornell’s Physical Science Library) will be here next 
week to give a Scifinder Scholar workshop. Leah is also 
willing to work with individuals in offices to install the 
newest version of Scifinder Scholar and/or to give ad
ditional instruction. If you have a project that you think 
could benefit from this research software she will help 
you understand how it works and how to use it to your 
advantage. If you are interested in having Leah come 
to your office next week, please set up an appointment 
through me (Jane Irwin, extension 2294 or mji4).

American Red Cross

STATION BLOOD DRIVE
February 6, 2006 

Jordan Hall Lounge 

9 AM- 2 PM 

Call x2248 for an appointment

h ttp ://w w w .nysaes .cornell.edu

mailto:kw22@cornell.edu
mailto:hlw7@nysaes.cornell.edu
http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu

