
CALENDAR of EVENTS
FEB. 4 - 18, 2005

SEM INARS

HORT SCIENCE
Date: Monday, February 7, 2005
Time: 11 AM
Place: Food Science #251
Title: The Science Behind the 

Three Sisters Mound System: 
Examining Iroquois Agricul
ture as a Knowledge System

Speaker: Jane Pleasant, Ithaca

FOOD SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Date: Wednesday, February 9, 2005
Time: 11 AM
Place: FST Conference Rm., 2nd Fl.
Title: On the Perception of Astrin- 

gency
Speaker: Karl Seibert, Geneva

Date: Wednesday, February 16, 2005
Time: 11 AM
Place: FST Conference Rm., 2nd Fl
Title: Food processing as a Method 

to Provide Opportunities to 
the Disabled

Speaker: Bill Sikora, Product Mgr., 
Liberty Enterprises

LTC
Title: Cited Reference Searching
Date: Monday, February 8, 2005
Time: 9 - 11:30 AM
Place: Jordan Hall Staff Room
Instructor: Marty Schlabach

Title: S k i l lS o f t  O p e n  H o u s e
Date: Thrusday, February 17, 2005
Time: 1:30 - 2:30 PM
Place: Jordan Hall Staff Room
Presenter: JoAnn Shepherd, HR Associ

ate, Ithaca

Title: Power Point Introduction
Date: Thursday, February 17, 2005
Time: 9 - 11:30 AM
Place: Jordan Hall Staff Room
Instructor: Jane Irwin

CLASSIFIED
FOR SALE: Have you got that “slip, 
slidin’ away” kind of feeling these days?
I am selling four, nearly new (less than 
2000 miles), Nokian Hakkapelitta Q snow 
tires 195-65-15 plus a used good condition 
spare, all mounted on 15” steel wheels from 
Volvo 850 series plus Volvo wheel covers. 
These tires provide outstanding winter 
traction. $450 takes the whole package or 
I am also willing to separate. Contact Doug 
at x2363 or dck2

FOR SALE: Selling for departed British 
visiting researcher. 1996 FORD TAURUS 
STATION WAGON. V-6,AT, PS, PB, PW, 
AC. Has third seat, roof rack and many 
other extras. Red with beige interior, Very 
Good Shape, 116 G miles. $2100. Call 
Terry at x2283, or tds2

FOR SALE: 1993 Dodge Caravan SE, 6- 
passenger minivan, V6 engine, automatic 
transmission, air conditioning, power locks 
and mirrors, radio/cassette, tinted glass. 
This vehicle has 125,000 miles and has 
been well maintained. W ithin the past 
year it has had new brakes, rotors, belts 
and a wheel alignment. It runs strong and 
doesn’t leak or burn any oil between oil 
changes, w hich have been done every 
3000 miles. The appearance is decent for 
a vehicle of this age. It has a few dings 
and some minor rust on the passenger side 
doors. $1,800 or best offer. Contact Doug 
at x2363 or dck2

FOR SALE: 1996 Ford Escort Wagon, 
g o o d  c o n d itio n , b o d y  is e x c e lle n t.  
Originally from Pennsylvania. Automatic 
transm ission, new tires, new batteries, 
new b rak es, 125K m iles. K elly  B lue 
Book - Retail $3,390. Kelly Blue Book 
- Private Party Pricing $2110. Asking 
$1750. C o n tac t C hery l T en  E yck  at 
cnt1@ cornell.edu, 315 789 3493(home) 
x2379(work)

FOR SALE: Baby lop-eared rabbits. $10 
each. jw l2 or 539-3155

FOR SALE: Ladies shaped 170 Rossigonol 
skis with Solomon bindings. Used 3 times. 
Asking $200. Contact D. Downing at x2273 
or dld3

FOR SALE: Electric stove, dark red and 
in very good condition and works well. 
Contact Rob at rl73

FITNESS
AEROBICS

Date: Mon. & Fri.
Time: 12:10 - 1 PM
Place: Sawdust Cafe

TAE KARDIO
Date: Mon. & Wed.
Time: 12 - 1 PM
Place: Jordan Hall Auditorium

The cost is $20 for a six-week 
session. Y ou are entitled to attend 
3 classes per week. Additional 
classes are offered at Geneva 
Martial Arts. For more informa
tion contact Holly King at x2214 
or hak3.

TAI CHI
Date: Thursday, February 10, 2005
Time: Noon
Place: Sawdust Cafe

Date: Thursday, February 17, 2005
Time: Noon
Place: Sawdust Cafe

Save The Dates
WINE INDUSTRY 
WORKSHOP 2005 
Ap r il  5-8, 2005

V  & B 
g a l a  d i n n e r  a n d  

Au c t io n  
Ap r il  8, 2005

English as a Second Language
The Station is pleased to announce the 

English as a Second Language (ESL) class 
will resume Tuesday, January 25 and will 
continue to meet on Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings from 6:30-9:30 P.M. in the Saw
dust Cafe. The class is presented by Finger 
Lakes Community College (FLCC), free of 
charge, and open to the community.

The FLCC spring sem ester calendar 
includes a spring break from March 21-25; 
therefore, the ESL class is not scheduled to 
meet that week. The last class of the semes
ter will meet on Thursday, May 19.

If you need further information or have 
questions, please contact Charie at X2210 
or e-mail: cah3@cornell.edu.
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BRIEFS

C Degrees Conferred
T hese fo llow ing  NYSAES students 

recently had degrees conferred from Cor
nell:

Food Science:
Cathy Wen from Richard Durst’s lab, PhD

Jaruk Srikiatden from John Robert’s lab, 
PhD

Horticultural Sciences:
Katy Martin Rainey, PhD from 
Phillip Griffiths’ lab

Plant Pathology:
Stella Zitter, PhD from Wayne Wilcox lab

Megan Kennelly, PhD from Bob Seem’s lab

Heather Melidossian, Masters from Bob 
Seem’s lab

2005 Pest Management Guidelines for 
Berry Crops

The new 2005 Pest Management Guide
lines for Berry Crops is now available for sale 
from Cornell Cooperative Extension.

2005 Pest Management Guidelines for 
Berry Crops authored by Marvin P. Pritts, 
Lori J. Bushway, Gregory English-Loeb, 
Juliet Carroll, Wayne F. Wilcox, William 
Turechek.

The Pest Management Guidelines for Berry 
Crops aids berry growers with nutrient guide
lines, general site selection and preparation 
information, as well as insect, mite, disease, 
and weed management decisions. Detailed 
cultural and chemical management practices 
are provided for blueberry, raspberry, black- 

(Continued on page 2)

Phillip Griffiths and Courtney Weber Promoted 
to Associate Professor

P hillip Griffiths and 
C ourtney  W eber, 
were prom oted to 

associate professor of hor
ticultural sciences (with 
tenure) effective February
1. Both have been at the 
Station since the spring 
of 1999.

“Phillip came to Geneva 
with excellent training in 
both applied plant breed
ing and modem biotech
nology,” said Alan Taylor, 
department chair. “And he P Griffiths C- Weber
uses these skills in addressing key problems that face the New York bean and cabbage 
industries.” Taylor also referred to a letter from the Vice President of Research of a major 
vegetable seed company, who wrote: “Dr. Griffiths program has already produced significant 
results by transferring valuable traits across related species, thus creating useful germplasm 
for the seed industry to develop new vegetable varieties.”

Speaking about Weber Taylor said, “Courtney has re-energized the strawberry and 
raspberry breeding program at Geneva to a level of excellence. New varieties released 
from his program will benefit New York and other regions.” Quoting from a letter from a 
faculty member at a peer institute, Taylor also said, “Courtney has put the New York State 
Agricultural Experiment Station back on the map in small fruit breeding.”

The main emphasis of Griffiths’ vegetable breeding program at Geneva focuses on the 
breeding and genetics of crucifer and common bean crops, in particular, cabbage, snap beans 
and dry beans. The goals focus on the introgression of host plant resistance to economically 
important pests and on tolerance to environmental stresses. These foci include breeding 
for resistance to black rot in cabbages, white mold tolerance in common beans, cucumber 
mosaic virus resistance in snap beans and heat tolerance in broccoli and common beans.

There is also significant effort focused on the enhancement of crucifer and common bean 
germplasm in order to transfer unique traits, and yield improvement and quality into com
mercial cultivars. This research is supported with several laboratory protocols enabling 
molecular breeding and selection for traits of interest. The laboratory techniques utilized in 
support of the breeding research include: the development of molecular markers (RAPDs, 
SCARs, SSRs, RT-PCR and PCR-RFLP), embryo rescue/tissue culture, and the molecular 
characterization of germplasm and commercial cultivars. The program supports the needs of 
commercial growers, the seed industry, sustainable agriculture, integrated pest management, 
maintenance of biodiversity and molecular research focused on crop improvement. 

Griffiths’ notable program achievements include improvement of beans for resistance to

(Continued on page 2)
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(BRIEFS, continued)

berry, strawberry, currant, and gooseberry 
producers.

Insect pests and diseases are associated 
with stages of plant development in table 
form to aid in timeliness of identification and 
treatment. Harvesting, handling, transporta
tion guidelines, and post harvest consider
ations, as well as useful web sites and contact 
information for berry specialists lend balance 
to this valuable text. General pesticide safety 
information, tips for laundering pesticide- 
contaminated clothing, and pesticide emer
gency numbers are included. Chemicals 
regulated in New York State include brand 
name/formulation, EPA registration numbers, 
and restrictions.

Information for the integrated production 
and maintenance of berry crops is drawn 
directly from Cornell University research, 
extension demonstrations, and on-site ex
perience. Commercial growers, those who 
advise, sell, or provide services to these 
professionals, as well as small-scale growers 
can use this text as a guide to choosing safe 
and effective weed, insect, wildlife, and dis
ease management programs for berry crops. 
84 pages. Paperback. Item code: 142GBC 
List Price: $17.95

Get your copy of the 2005 Pest Manage
m ent Guidelines for Berry Crops at our 
secure online bookstore: http://www.cce. 
cornell.edu/ or www.cce.cornell.edu/store. 
You may also call-in (607-255-2080), or 
fax-in (607-255-9946) your order with a valid 
credit card, or mail us a check for $17.95 
plus $5.00 shipping (add $1.00 shipping 
for each additional unit) to The Resource 
Center, 750 Cascadilla Street, Ithaca, NY 
14850. Make your check payable to Cornell 
University. NYS and CA residents add 
8.25% sales tax.

Dorothy Lynch
Dorothy Lynch, a retiree, died peacefully 

in her sleep on January 9. She worked as a 
secretary/stenographer in Entomology for 
a number of years.

She is survived by a son Robert A. Lynch, 
who lives in Ithaca, and a daughter Marcia 
E. Lynch, also of Ithaca.

(GRIFFITHS&WEBER, continued)
white mold and cucumber mosaic virus (CMV). The program has undertaken the difficult 
work of interspecific hybridization of common bean and Brasssica oleracea with related 
species, which demonstrates the programs commitment to crop improvement. He has also 
continued work on the development of improved orange cauliflower.

Griffiths credits his support staff (Cathy Roe, Matt Wavrick and Janice Colon) as play
ing a major role in the productivity and smooth operation of his lab. Griffiths’ first PhD. 
student, Muhammet Tonguc, who previously worked with Norm Weeden on his MS degree, 
recently departed for Turkey. Support was secured from commercial seed companies on 
three continents for Muhammet’s work as a post-doc on black rot in brassicas, highlight
ing the importance of the work undertaken in public breeding programs to industry. His 
second student, Katy Martin Rainey, received her PhD in plant breeding just last month, 
and is currently working as a post-dococtoral scientist in his program.

Griffiths has also hosted numerous Hobart/William Smith students as well as several 
visiting scientists from other countries including France, Spain, Turkey, Portugal, Uruguay, 
and Wales.

The primary goal of Courtney Weber’s program is to develop improved berry varieties to 
better serve the needs of the New York industry by integrating new technologies for inves
tigating the fundamentals of disease and insect resistance, and fruit quality characteristics 
with traditional breeding practices. His breeding program has five variety development 
categories: short-day strawberries (June-bearing), day-neutral strawberries (everbearing), 
floricane-fruiting red raspberries, primocane-fruiting red raspberries, and new market 
raspberries including black and purple. New varieties in any of these categories must have 
superior fruit quality including excellent flavor, large size, firm texture, attractive color, 
and extended shelf life relative to what is currently available to growers. New varieties 
that possess growth and yield characteristics suitable for New York growing conditions 
are being developed with the expectation that they will be successful in other regions of 
similar climate.

Through collaborative projects with food scientists and human health specialists, superior 
varieties containing beneficial phytochemicals are being identified. Cooperation with pa
thologists and entomologists are providing insights into important pest problems in NY to 
allow us to develop strategies for dealing with growers’ problems. Improved strawberries 
and raspberries that consumers recognize as delicious, nutritious and attractive will keep 
NY growers competitive in the changing marketplace.

Weber counts among his accomplishments the release of L’Amour and Clancy straw
berry cultivars, and securing an NRI grant to look at the genetics of Phytophthora root rot 
resistance in red raspberry. ‘This is significant,” he said “because it’s unusual for such a 
minor crop to get government money for research.” Weber says his success has largely 
been due to the atmosphere of cooperation that is so prevalent here at the Station. “It also 
helps to have good people around you from my wife Betsy who supports me so well and 
my son Rye who is almost always happy to see me, to my technician Bill Boone and post 
doc, Suren Samuelian, to the summer help who work hard and pay attention.” Weber also 
believes that it helps to work on something that you really love to do. “Work isn’t always 
fun, but berry breeding - what they hired me to do - is .”

J. Ogrodnick

Give the Gift of Life -  Station Blood Drive 
Monday, February 7, 2005  

9 AM - 2 PM 
Jordan Hall Lounge

Winter Wonderland- Pat Krauss was driving by Barton Lab last week and stopped to take 
this photograph. Good eye, Pat!

Save the Date, March 18,2005
Jordan Hall

Robert L. Andersen
Stone Fruit Symposium:

Current Status of Stone Fruit Breeding in the NE

Attention
Chocoholics
Looking for a "sugar h ig h "?

On Feb 14th SAGES will sponsor a 
Valentine’s Day chocolate lunch.

Prepare your favorite chocolate treat 
(cookies, cake, pudding, candy...) and bring 
it along to share. SAGES will provide cof
fee, tea, and milk.

You can bring along a bagged lunch to eat 
first, or just skip the healthy stuff and only 
eat chocolate! Woohoo! Why not?

February 14, 2 00 5  
Noon 

Barton Laboratory
1st Floor Conference Room

This event is open to Cornell community 
and sponsored by SAGES.

Cornell University 
NYS Agricultural 
Experiment Station

It's tim e to update your busi
ness cards and letterhead  

w ith  the brand spanking new  
Cornell logo. Contact D onna  

Boyce at dmb62 or x2492

R E G I S T R A T I O N  F O R M
Robert L. Andersen Stone Fruit Symposium: Current Status of Stone Fruit Breeding and Culture in the NE

March 18, 2005
Name(s)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
P h o n e ------------------------------------- E -m ail--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Registration Deadline: Wednesday, March 9, 2005

Please make checks payable to: NYSAES Registration fee: ----$50 includes beverage breaks, lunch, proceedings for NY residents
 $70 includes beverage breaks, lunch, proceedings for non NY residents
 $30 Buffet dinner at Belhurst
 Contribution toward a retirement gift for Bob (optional)
 Saturday Field Tour -  no charge

Mail registration form to: Nancy Long, NYS Agricultural Experiment Station, 630 W. North St., Geneva, NY 14456. 
phone: 315-787-2288; fax: 315-787-2443; e-mail: NPL1@cornell.edu
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