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SEMINARS  

FOOD SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Date: Monday, August 23
Time: 9 AM
Place: FST Conference Room 251, via

PICTEL from Ithaca to Geneva 
Title: Icewine: The king of the sweet

wines
Speaker: Dr. Canan Nurgel, Enology

Candidate, Post Doctoral Fellow, 
CCOVI, Brock University 

Meet with her while she is in Geneva at 
2:30 PM in the FST Conference Room 251.

Date: Wednesday, September 1, 2004
Time: 11 AM
Place: FST Conference Room 251
Title: “Publish AND Perish: The Joys

and Tribulations of Working 
with the Media”

Speaker: Thomas Rickey, Manager of
National Media Relations at the 
University of Rochester 
Medical Center

CALENDAR of EVENTS
AUGUST 20 - SEPTEMBER 3, 2004

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - FITNESS —
Aerobics

Date: Mon. & Fri.
Time: 12:10 - 1 PM
Place: Sawdust Cafe

Taekardio
Summer Recess

Geneva Grad Student Awarded Scholarship
Heather Melidossian, a graduate student in the department of plant pathology here at the 

Station has received a scholarship award of $2500 from the American Wine Society Educa
tional Foundation, her second such award in as many years. The American Wine Society 
Educational Foundation is a corporation dedicated to providing financial support to university 
graduate students who are pursuing advanced degrees in enology, viticulture and other health 
aspects of wine. The award recognizes Ms. Heather’s work on Tydeid mites as a potential 
biological control of grape powdery mildew as truly innovative. It represents the only known 
example of an arthropod that controls a plant disease. She has shown that the mite can reduce 
foliar mildew to a degree that prevents development of significant fruit infection. Her studies 
of feeding behavior, mite grazing on mildew colonies, and mite densities required for effec
tive disease suppression have gone a long way towards making this a practical biological 
control of a major crop disease. Melidossian has collaborated on this project with Bob Seem, 
Dave Gadoury, Wayne Wilcox, and Greg English-Loeb.

Parting Shot
Jim van Kirk (IPM) who left last week for a job in North Carolina, requested that a ‘Spe

cial Correction’ be printed in the next Station News about the recent golf tournament. Jim 
noted that in the story he was listed as the ‘Lucky’ winner of the putting contest and claims that 
“luck had nothing to do with it -  it was purely skill.” Jim will be the Director of the Southern 
Region IPM Center and Associate Director of the NSF Center for IPM and located in Raleigh 
North Carolina at NC State. Good luck with the new job Jim and continued success as you 
hone your putting skills on the golf courses of North Carolina.

CLASSIFIED
FOR RENT: Two-bedroom, furnished apartment on 
North Main Street is available for rent from September 
1st. Quiet surroundings. No pets and indoor smoking. 
No lease required. Call 789-7239 after 6:00 PM during 
weekdays or anytime during weekends or e-mail 
kw22@cornell.edu.

FOR RENT: One bedroom, one bath, eat-in-kitchen, 
some hardwood, quiet neighborhood, off-street parking. 
$450/month plus security, includes heat. On Lafayette 
Avenue, between Maple and North Main. Available 
September 1st. Contact Megan at mmk23

FOR SALE: Black Steel Grill Guard-brand new,never 
used. Fits 94-01 Dodge Ram-$350.

FOR SALE: Heavy Duty Bed Mat w/Dodge logo,short 
bed-never used-$85. Contact gwh1 or 2618

FOR SALE: Two cute and playful ferrets, two tier cage 
with tunnel extensions, $100. Contact David at x2496 
or Bradley at 585-2248.

FOR SALE: Volvo 740 Turbo Intercooler 1990-model 
Station wagon. 114,800 miles. Seats 5 adults and 2 chil
dren. Automatic transmission, AM/FM cassette, ABS, 
airconditioning, front seat heaters, leather seats. Power: 
steering, windows, sunroof, mirrors and locks. Color: 
blue. Very good condition and runs great. Asking 
$4,000. The car will be available from September 1. 
For m ore inform ation p lease contact B erit at 
bn42@cornell.edu, office phone x2426, cell 521-8114.

FOR RENT: 2 bedroom house (furnished or unfur
nished) on 70 country acres, 2 car garage, dry, full 
basement, screened-in porch, all appliances includ
ing dishwasher, washer and dryer. Freshly painted.

Available immediately. Children and pets allowed 
prefer non-smokers. Contact Dana at ds223 or call 585
526-5034.

FOR SALE: 993 Mazda Protege. Runs very good, only 
50K.Standard transmission, light green, new muffler, 
changed part of the brakes before winter. Asking $4000. 
(approximately 1 year left on the insurance) Please call 
607-229-0644 (cell) or 315-789-9196 after August 11.

FOR SALE: Size 10 Rollerblade EVO 08 ALU Men’s 
inline fitness skates. High-tech features for high perfor
mance. Bio Dynamic Shell and Cuff. PFS training liner. 
Memory-fit. Aluminum frame. Adjustable lite brake. 78 
mm wheels. Like new, used only a couple of times. Re
tail price: $190. Asking $50 obo. Free elbow, hand and 
knee protections. If interested e-mail frb3@cornell.edu, 
call x2327 or (315) 278-2739.
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BRIEFS
Which fruit is best for your health?

To consumers, it may seem that there is 
a contest between the various fruits, with each 
extolling its virtues in terms of promoting 
health, but an Oregon State University 
researcher believes a diet containing a range 
of fruits and vegetables is the best bet.

The US Apple Association recently pub
licized research it helped sponsor that showed 
that apple juice reduced oxidative stress and 
improved cognitive performance 
in mice. Researchers at the University of 
Massachusetts, Lowell, have not determined 
which components of the juice were respon
sible, though they ruled out sugar and calo
ries.

Two years ago, blueberries were in the 
news when a US Department of Agriculture 
study showed that rats fed blueberries out
performed other rats in negotiating their way 
through a maze, and that the fruit appeared 
to trigger the birth of new neurons, making 
the brain act like a younger one. USDA neu
roscientist Barbara Shukitt-Hale has also 
shown that older rats with learning, memory 
and coordination impairments improve their 
performance after a diet of blueberries.

Meanwhile, research at the University of 
Texas has shown that Montmorency tart cher
ries contain significant quantities of melato
nin, a powerful antioxidant that may help pre
vent or reduce brain deterioration associated 
with aging, according to the Cherry Market
ing Institute. Researchers at Michigan State 
University found anthocyanins in cherries 
that may help prevent inflammation and may 
inhibit the growth of colon cancer tumors. 
The institute is promoting sour cherry juice 
for pain relief.

The take home message here — “eat 
them all!”

Bob Seem Named 
APS Fellow

B ob Seem was elected a Fellow of the 
American Phytopathological Associa
tion at that organization’s 96th annual 

meeting which was held July 31 -  August 4 
in Anaheim, California. The APS bestows the 
honor of Fellowship in recognition of distin
guished contributions to the field of plant pa
thology or to the society. Criteria for the 
award is based on significant contributions to 
one or more of these areas: original research, 
teaching, extension and outreach, administra
tion and professional and public service.

The first sentence of the letter of nomi
nation reads: ‘Robert C. Seem is specifically
nominated for his contributions to his institution, his society and his science.’ The letter goes 
on to describe his accomplishments in detail. These are summarized here.

During his tenure as associate director, the New York State Agricultural Experiment 
Station has undergone several changes. Land acquisition and field facilities improvement has 
proceeded unabated over the last 10 years; and have included improved land management 
practices as well as better planning through implementation of a geographic information sys
tem (GIS). Dr. Seem has also been one of the guiding forces for the development of the first 
research park associated with an agricultural experiment station.

In the area of professional and public service, Dr. Seem has greatly facilitated interna
tional communication, cooperation, and collaboration among those investigating grape dis
eases. He secured sufficient funding from USDA to organize and host the first International 
Workshop on Grapevine Downy and Powdery Mildew. The success of the first workshop can 
be largely gauged by the growth of this international collaborative group in three subsequent 
workshops in Germany California. Dr. Seem and colleagues have been leading contributors at 
all of these meetings

Dr. Seem has long been an active participant in the agricultural experiment station system 
through a variety of committees and task forces, 14 of which he currently serves or chairs. He 
has been involved in the implementation of information management systems for tracking 
research activities in the northeast and nationally. He has been a strong advocate of support 
for applied research and the need to balance fundamental research with work that impacts 
society in the short range. At the same time, he has served as associate editor of Phytopathol
ogy, senior editor of Phytopathology, and associate editor of the Canadian Journal o f Plant 
Pathology. He has also served on a number of national committees and task forces that advise 
and implement the use of weather information in agriculture. He has consistently advocated 
for better weather information for plant disease management.

In the area of original research, Dr. Seem is widely respected for his creative and inclu
sive approach, and for his applications of new technologies to solving problems. He is a 
leading authority in the application of geographic information systems and high-resolution 
weather forecasting to the management of plant diseases. Dr Seem and his colleagues have

(Continued on page 3)
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(l-r) ratty Gibbs, David Osborne and Ryan Mahoney roast corn from 11 - 
fo r all three Emipre Farm Days. The corn was provided by Bill Turnbull. 
Credit: L. McCandless
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Empire Farm Days 2004: The Taste of Success (FARM DAYS, continued)

The College of Agriculture and Life Sciences had a whole new presence at this year's 
Empire Farm Days, August 10-12, in Seneca Falls, under the banner "adding value to NY 
agriculture," thanks to a major effort from both the Ithaca and Geneva campuses. Help was 
also provided by CCE, IPM and the department of education.

For the first time ever, the college was located in the Empire Building, and able to take 
advantage of the extra space, solid ground and roof to set up a farmers' market of Cornell- 
related products, displays from various college programs, children's activities, wine tast
ing, balloons, and presentations on grape-related topics.

More than 1000 people a day poured into the building to take advantage of all the 
information and activities. Tastings were provided by Bill Turnbull (roast corn), Olga 
Padilla-Zakour's Northeast Center for Food Entrepreneurship (jams made from Geneva 
releases of fruits), Rita Kellogg (goat cheese), the Cornell maple program (maple prod
ucts), Apple Acres in Lafayette (Empire and Jonagold apples) and Red Jacket Orchard 
(fruit juices).

Above: Juliet Carroll explains what's under the 
microscope to a young IPM’er.

Above: The roast corn from Bill Turnbull's 
farm was a big hit with young farm show at
tendees, just as it is every year at the Whale 
Watch.
Left: Dean Susan Henry provided Senator 
Schumer with a basket of New York State Prod
ucts on Wednesday, at Empire Farm Days.

On Wednesday, Dean Susan Henry hosted a Centennial reception at which Liberty 
Hyde Bailey (nee Bill Crepet, chairman of the Plant Biology department in Ithaca), made 
a guest appearance. Several notables from Geneva attended the reception, including Bob 
Seem, Marc Smith, Wendell Roelofs and Alan Lakso.

From Geneva, Charlie Linn brought over the ever-fascinating Madagascar cockroaches, 
Juliet Carroll and others staffed an interactive IPM display, the Station and the Ag Tech 
Park displays were on hand, as well as the expertise to roast sweet corn (David Osborne, 
Ryan Mahoney and Patty Gibbs). Much help was provided by Communications Services 

and the Building & Properties unit. Nestor Ortiz designed the market
place, and Elaine Gotham produced the banners. Gemma Osborne pro
vided excellent organization.

Next year's event should be even bigger and better, say organizers. 
Many thanks to all who helped and volunteered.

L. McCandless
Left: At the Cornell Mar
ketplace, displays of farm  
fresh fruits and vegetables 
and tastings of New York 
products helped tell the 
story, "Adding value to NY 
agriculture.”
Right: Sunflowers were 
part o f the cut-flower dis
play fro m  Horticultural 
Sciences/Ithaca.

0374: Children's activities were a big part of 
the Ag in the Classroom display at EFD. 
Credi t: L. McCandless

(SEEM, continued)
repeatedly invented or refined the necessary 
equipment and techniques to conduct their 
work, and the methods they developed for ma
nipulating powdery and downy mildew patho
gens, for forecasting infection, and for disease 
assessment have been adapted and used by oth
ers throughout the world. Their work has in
cluded aspects of mycology, ecology, epide
miology, mathematics, cytochemistry, molecu
lar biology, plant anatomy and development, 
and climatology.

In the late 1970’s, the late Roger Pearson, 
Dr. Seem, and other colleagues, began an in
vestigation of grape powdery mildew that was 
to have far-reaching consequences. Spanning 
a period of over twenty years, these efforts have 
contributed to our understanding of grape pow
dery mildew on a global scale, and improved 
management of the disease. Perhaps the most 
significant recent contributions were in the area 
of early development of ontogenic (age-related) 
resistance in grape berries. As disease man
agement programs were refocused upon this 
brief, but critical period of fruit susceptibility, 
control of powdery mildew was greatly en
hanced with fewer fungicide applications. Par
allel work has demonstrated that ontogenic re
sistance develops in a similar fashion to downy 
mildew and black rot, and that an inconspicu
ous and diffuse form of powdery mildew is

associated with increased susceptibility to 
bunch rot and degraded wine quality. Ulti
mately, diffuse powdery mildew was easily 
controlled by effective protection of the fruit 
until ontogenic resistance was fully expressed 
about four weeks after bloom; the basis of cur
rent recommendations for management of dif
fuse infection. It is a significant accomplish
ment to untangle such an indirect and insidi
ous relationship between trace levels of a plant 
disease and crop loss, and to effectively miti
gate that loss in a period of only a few years.

In addition to Seem’s work on grapevine 
diseases, he has made significant and substan
tial contributions to our understanding of an
other disease of worldwide importance: apple 
scab. These include a refined understanding 
of the impacts of light and temperature upon 
ascospore release and infection. This work 
ultimately lead to a revision of the Mills In
fection Period Table, which is used worldwide 
for management of apple scab.

Although Dr. Seem has no formal teach
ing responsibilities, his skills and contribu
tions as a mentor both to graduate students 
and faculty are well-known and widely re
spected. He has chaired six PhD thesis com
mittees at Cornell University, and served on 
19 graduate committees at Cornell University, 
the Pennsylvania State University, the Univer-

sity of Adelaide, the Agricultural University 
of Wageningen, and the Agricultural Univer
sity of Norway. His lab has served as the 
research base for scientists from Italy, Ger
many, France, Brazil, South Korea, India, 
Australia, Norway, and Sri Lanka. That he is 
widely sought and enlisted as a collaborator 
in research is self-evident from a cursory ex
amination of his recent publications. The pro
ductivity of his research, and the high-regard 
for his efforts can be estimated from the suc
cess of his program in competitive grants and 
publication. Since 1990, his program has 
been awarded $1,157,000.00 in competitive 
grant funds. This does not include funds 
awarded to other programs where Dr. Seem 
was a co-principal investigator (an additional 
$1,584,000.00). During the same period, he 
has authored or co-authored 25 papers in 
Plant Disease and Phytopathology, 10 pa
pers in other refereed journals, and has made 
65 presentations at APS meetings and other 
national and international conferences. Con
sider also, that this is the record of an indi
vidual who has held a 50 percent appoint
ment in Cornell administration during the 
aforementioned period of time, and who is 
presently fulfilling the role of Interim Direc
tor, Associate Director and Professor of Plant 
Pathology.
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