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TO A L L  CORNELLIANS:

AS I rem em ber it, October 16, 1940, was like most o ther clays dur- T\_ ing Ind ian  sum m er in Ithaca. T he  air was warm  in  the sun 
and crisp in  the shade. T h e  sky and the lake were th a t deep, b righ t 
shade of blue fam iliar at this time of year, and the hardwoods over 
on the W est Shore were just beginning to tu rn . W hat m ade the day 
different, and so clear in  memory, was the result of an act of Congress 
passed some two m onths earlier. U nder its provisions, more than 
1,600 Cornell students were registering a t various offices on the 
campus in  order th a t their status under the Selective Service law 
m ight be determ ined. W ar was still a long way off — or so it appeared 
— and the University went about its business.

Since that time, nearly 4,500 undergraduates have left Cornell 
to enter the arm ed forces before they could com plete their studies 
here. Some 3,755 m ore have been able to graduate, either in  the 
Navy V-12 program  or as civilians, and m any of them  have gone 
directly from the campus to active duty. Estimates of the to tal num 
ber of Cornellians of all classes who served in  the Second W orld 
W ar run  as high as 16,000. G reat changes have taken place since they 
last climbed the L ibrary slope, and the veteran who returns in  the 
fall of 1945 finds the campus a place somewhat different from  the 
one he left a few short years ago. M any of those who went away will 
not be coming back. My records of those who have given their lives 
are not yet complete, bu t I find th a t w ithin the past two years I 
have w ritten to the families of 241 form er students who died in the 
service of our country.

In  this second annual report to the alum ni, I w ant to review the 
m ajor developments that have occurred here since the war came to 
the campus, as well as to report on the state of the University during  
the year th a t brought the re tu rn  of peace.



T H E  W A R  YEARS

It is one of the paradoxes of ou r history th a t a great University, 
founded by a Hicksite Q uaker and  dedicated to the ways of peace, 
should find itself converted in to  an intensely active center of war 
tra in ing  and  research. In  his address on the occasion when the U ni
versity was opened, Mr. Cornell expressed the hope th a t the insti
tu tion  should “com bine practical w ith liberal education, which 
shall fit the youth of our country for the professions, the farms, the 
mines, the m anufactories, for the investigations of science, and  for 
m astering all the practical questions of life w ith  success and  honor.” 
A goal farther from the purposes of war is difficult to conceive. T he  
im portance of preparedness for national service is, however, explicit 
in  the M orrill Act, under which the University was founded, and  is 
perhaps im plied in  Mr. C ornell’s reference to “m astering all the 
practical questions of life.”

Before Pearl H arbor, the work of tu rn ing  our resources to the 
purposes of national defense was well un der way. T h e  part th a t the 
U niversity played du ring  the trying years th a t followed, w hen it was 
necessary to devote so m uch of our energies to the fight for freedom, 
is one in  which every C ornellian may feel justifiable pride.

T h e  to tal num bers of Army and Navy m en who were tra ined  at 
Cornell since the war began are impressive. Between June 14, 1943, 
and September 15, 1945, there were 3,758 Army m en enrolled in  the 
following programs: Area and  Language, Basic Engineering, Person
nel Psychology, Pre-Professional, R eturned  R .O .T .C ., U nited  States 
M ilitary Academy Preparatory, and  Veterinary. Between M arch, 
1941, and August, 1945, a to tal of 13,577 Navy m en had  been as
signed here for the courses in Diesel, Indoctrination , G eneral Serv
ice, M idshipm en’s School, and V-12.

From  the beginning of instruction in  December, 1940, u n til the 
last class in  June, 1945, the Engineering, Science, and M anagem ent 
W ar T ra in in g  program , conducted as an extension offering for war 
workers by the College of Engineering, enrolled a to tal of 30,144 
in  23 industrial centers. In  add ition  to the offerings for industrial 
workers, ESM W T adm inistered special program s for the Arm y in 
O rdnance M ateriel Inspection and  Electrical Com m unications.

T hough  the last class of m idshipm en will graduate on December 
7, 1945, the anniversary of Pearl H arbor, i t  has been announced 
th a t Cornell has been selected as the site for a u n it of the Navy 
R .O .T.C ., the program  to become effective on N ovem ber 1, and  to



continue du ring  peacetime. T h e  V-12 program  will continue u n til 
June, 1946. T h e  Advanced Course of the Army R .O .T.C ., which was 
suspended by the W ar D epartm ent in  institutions th roughou t the 
country, will be reactivated w ith  units in Field Artillery, O rdnance, 
Q uarterm aster, and  Signal Corps.

T he  trem endous size of the job the University was called on to 
handle du ring  the war years is reflected also in the value of the 
contracts — based on cost and subjected to renegotiation — entered 
in to  w ith agencies of the federal governm ent. In  1941-1942, there 
were nine contracts to taling  $223,427.47; in  1942-1943, there were 
39 contracts to taling $1,445,241.30; in  1943-1944, there were 44 con
tracts to taling $5,427,371.94; and in 1944-1945, there were 29 con
tracts to taling $3,513,271.00. In  add ition  to the Arm y and  Navy 
train ing programs and ESM W T, these contracts covered war re
search for bo th  services, for the Office of Scientific Research and 
Development, the R ubber Reserve Company, and the Federal Se
curity Agency.

T he  University has learned certain things from the experience 
of the war years. W e now know, for exam ple, th a t the accelerated 
program  of instruction does no t offer college m en and  women as 
effective an education as the norm al program . Acceleration was 
necessary du ring  the war, and we shall doubtless m ake it available 
to veterans who w ant it du ring  the next few years; b u t for the 
regular student we shall re tu rn  to the usual four-year p lan  ra ther 
prom ptly. W e have learned a good deal about teaching techniques 
in certain fields, especially th rough the intensified instruction of the 
Area and Language work. T h e  extension program  un der ESM W T 
has given us an experience th a t will inevitably be of value as we 
move in to  our new work in Industria l and Labor Relations. These 
are bu t a few of the areas where our experience since 1940 may be 
tu rned to advantage.

T H E  CIVILIA N S T U D E N T  BODY A T  T H E  W A R ’S END

D uring 1944—1945, the undergraduate civilians were for the most 
part boys under eighteen years old and  women. T here  were a few 
boys physically disqualified for m ilitary service and about 150 vet
erans who had received honorable discharges. In  all, 4,898 students 
enrolled during  the year, an increase of 412 from  the year preceding.

Of great concern is the determ ination of a wise policy in the



fu tu re  hand ling  of applications for admission. W ith  the greatest 
num ber of women in the U niversity’s history enrolled at the present 
time, we m ust provide for the acceptance of adequate classes of 
entering women students and yet avoid overloading classrooms and 
laboratories as the re tu rn  of veterans adds another factor to the 
difficult problem  of admissions. T h e  likely answer seems to be the 
establishm ent of quotas, looking toward an eventual re tu rn  of the 
proportions of men and women students which prevailed in the years 
preceding the war.

T H E  R E T U R N IN G  V ETER A N

T o  counsel and assist veterans who are entering  the University 
in ever-increasing num bers, the Office of Veterans E ducation has 
been established w ith a qualified staff and w ith quarters at 13 East 
Avenue. Inquiries to this office doubled, and  then trip led, w ith in 
two weeks after the surrender of Japan . A bout 700 veterans will be 
enrolled in  the University for the fall term , and  the num ber entering  
in the spring term  cannot yet be estim ated. T h a t it will be large is 
evident from  the fact th a t over 300 veterans are now visiting or 
w riting to the Office of Veterans Education each week — a num ber 
which is constantly increasing as m en of college age are approaching 
discharge from  the arm ed forces.

T H E  FACULTY AND T H E  A D M IN IS T R A T IO N

Even before Pearl H arbor, members of the Faculty were leaving 
the University for national service in  such num bers th a t in  some 
fields it was difficult to m ain ta in  effective teaching. T h e  outbreak 
of war precip itated a greater exodus. In  add ition  to the hundreds of 
young assistants, teaching fellows, and instructors who served in 
uniform , m any senior members of staff were away in the arm ed 
forces and in vital assignments as civilians.

T h e  University is proud  not only of the records of those who 
were called away to serve in  every theatre where our army and  navy 
fought, bu t also of those whose duty  lay here on the campus and 
who worked under the trying conditions of the accelerated w artim e 
program . T h e  heart of the University is the m en who teach students, 
and who, th rough their researches, are able to extend the frontiers 
of knowledge in  our free society. T he  perform ance of the Cornell



Faculty du ring  the war years brought honor to the University and 
deserves the gratitude of every Cornellian.

Like every living thing, the Faculty m ust be provided w ith the 
means of growth and surrounded w ith conditions which will pro
m ote its strength. An obvious measure th a t may be taken is the 
bringing in of prom ising teachers and research m en through new 
appointm ents. A nother is the rew ard of well-qualified ju n io r staff 
members by prom otion to higher rank. In  addition , the Faculty 
m ust be assured against loss of outstanding m en who are shining 
targets for rival institutions prepared to offer higher salaries and

On a visit to Ithaca after their work on the atom ic bom b, Pro
fessors Rossi, Bacher, B ethe, and Parratt talk w ith  Professor R . C. 

Gibbs, Chairman of the D epartm ent of Physics.

excellent research facilities. W hat, for example, should we do to 
hold together our excellent Physics D epartm ent, which now num 
bers some of the most b rillian t of the country’s younger m en in the 
field of high energy particle physics? T he  m atter of salaries is no t of 
prim ary concern. These men w ant the laboratory equipm ent to 
carry on in the challenging field of nuclear energy, and this equ ip 
m ent carries an estim ated cost of $2,000,000. I t  looks as though the 
University will have to make a far-reaching decision as to w hether 
it can better afford to spend $2,000,000 or to pass up  the opportunity  
for leadership in nuclear physics.



In  less spectacular form, the problem  of providing our Faculty 
w ith the resources needed exists in  many other quarters of the cam
pus. I t  deserves, and will receive, the most careful sort of study as 
we move tow ard the adjustm ents of peacetim e operation.

O n the adm inistrative side, the following appointm ents are of 
interest: W alter C. Heasley as A cting Provost u n til the re tu rn  of 
C aptain  A rth u r S. Adams; Paul M. O ’Leary as Dean of the School 
of Business and Public A dm inistration; Irving M. Ives as D ean of 
the New York State School of Industrial and Labor Relations; C. W. 
de Kiewiet as Dean of the College of Arts and  Sciences; Carleton 
C. M urdock as Dean of the University Faculty; H aro ld  E. B. Speight 
as Dean of Students; C. R. Burrows as D irector of the School of 
Electrical Engineering; R obert B. Meigs as Secretary of the C orpo
ration; and Emmet J. M urphy as G eneral A lum ni Secretary.

T H E  B U ILD IN G  PR O G R A M

New construction, except for tem porary structures like the Navy 
Diesel Engine Laboratory, the Mess Halls, and  the G un Shed, has 
been ou t of the question since 1941. Plans for substantial additions 
to the p lan t were under way when the war came, and  only O lin  H all 
of Chemical Engineering, which was already un der construction, 
could be completed. D uring the sum m er of 1945, however, ground 
was broken for a new wom en’s dorm itory, to house some 425 stu
dents, directly beh ind Balch Halls. T hough  this is of prim ary 
urgency to replace the quarters form erly available in Sage College, 
it is of alm ost equal im portance that the University move in  fairly 
prom ptly on the housing problem  for men.

W ork will begin almost im m ediately on a new adm inistration  
building, designed to accommodate the m ajor adm inistrative offices, 
a t the corner of Tow er Road and East Avenue. In  providing much 
needed additional space and a vastly im proved physical arrange
m ent, the new adm inistration bu ild ing  should b ring  about a m uch 
better co-ordination in the function ing of the various executive 
branches.

O ther m ajor projects scheduled for early construction include 
Statler H all, m ade possible by the S tatler Foundation, which will 
house the D epartm ent of H otel A dm inistration and the University 
Faculty C lub and provide accomm odation for U niversity guests; a 
new field house to be known as Jack Moakley House; a m etallurgy



and m aterials testing laboratory; Savage H all, the new biochemistry 
and n u tritio n  laboratory m ade possible th rough a gift of the Grange 
League Federation; and a series of new State College buildings. 
These last include an A gricultural L ibrary building, an A gricultural 
Engineering building, and an addition  to the V eterinary College 
bu ild ing  —all at Ithaca — and a large Food Science and T echnical 
bu ild ing as well as a central beating p lant, a t Geneva. I t  is hoped 
th a t we may soon be in  position to announce a great indoor sports 
bu ild ing which will rank  w ith the foremost structures of this sort in 
the nation.

T h e new adm inistration build ing will stand at the southwest corner 
of East A venue and Tow er Road.

Construction already in  view will require several years to com
plete and will involve an outlay of some ten m illion dollars.

T H E  PR O G R A M  OF IN S T R U C T IO N
It is in  the natu re  of m odern warfare, involving conflict of tech

nologies even m ore than  conflict of men, th a t great emphasis should 
be placed on technical instruction in  our colleges and  universities 
during the period of hostilities. Correspondingly, interest in  the



hum anities undergoes a slump. T h e  technical divisions of Cornell 
d id  a notable job  at a time when they were requ ired  to tra in  a 
greater num ber of students — both servicemen and civilians — than 
had ever before enrolled for specialized instruction. T h e  College of 
E ngineering and the scientific departm ents of the College of Arts 
and Sciences were not the only divisions involved in the boom. T he  
colleges and schools whose work was designed to con tribu te directly 
to the national health  and welfare likewise carried exceptional loads. 
T h e  Medical College and the Cornell University-New York H ospital 
School of N ursing in New York City, the College of A griculture, the 
College of Hom e Economics, the V eterinary College, and the School 
of N u tritio n  all had  w artim e assignments involving heavy responsi
bilities both in teaching and in research.

I he College of Arts and Sciences is m aking a study of its curricu
lum  and is looking ahead to the re tu rn  of large num bers of civilian 
students. T he  prim ary purpose of the Arts College, which in  no 
uncertain  sense is the center of the University, is to give instruction 
in those subjects that have long served as the means whereby m an 
has come to understand him self and the world in  which he lives. 
L iberal education was at a considerable disadvantage du ring  the 
war, and it is of the utm ost im portance th a t colleges and universities 
bring it back in to  its proper perspective. T h e  curren t inqu iry  in to 
the curriculum  of the Arts College at Cornell and in to ways in which 
instruction may be m ade m ore effective gives reassuring promise 
of leadership in education in bo th  the hum anities and the sciences 
on this campus.

T h e  School of Business and Public A dm inistration and  the New 
York State School of Industrial and Labor Relations have been for
m ally activated, and the work of organizing the staff will proceed 
during  the course of the coming year. T he  School of Business and 
Public A dm inistration will adm it students in the fall of 1946. T he  
School of Industrial and Labor Relations, the adm inistration of 
which was tu rned over to the U niversity’s Board of T rustees last 
w inter, will adm it students in the fall term  of this year. T h e  opening 
of this new division of the University will be celebrated in  a con
vocation on Novem ber 12, w ith G overnor Thom as E. Dewey as guest 
speaker and a num ber of distinguished guests representing industry, 
labor, education, and the state governm ent on hand.

T he College of Engineering, which announced its expanded five- 
year curriculum  last year, has added a graduate school of A ero
nautical Engineering, designed to offer the best possible facilities



for tra in ing  and research. Plans are being draw n for a m odern air
port, w ith in easy access of the campus, to provide both an air term i
nal for the city of Ithaca and a laboratory for the School of Aero
nautical Engineering.

FIN A N CIA L OU TCOM ES

T h e  continued low enrollm ent of civilian students, the com
pletion of m any federal contracts, and increased costs added to the 
difficulty of ou r financial operations du ring  1944-1945. O n the 
whole, the results were somewhat better than  we m ight have 
expected.

W hen the books were closed on Ju n e  30, they showed an  operat
ing deficit of $64,741.43 in  the educational budget for the endowed 
colleges at Ithaca. T here  were, however, surpluses from  auxiliary 
enterprises operated by the University and these were applied in  part 
against depreciation and in  part to bu ild  up  a reserve against post
war readjustm ents. T he  Medical College showed an operating  sur
plus of $31,089.31. T he  average re tu rn  on endow m ent funds was 
4.16 per cent, an increase of .10 per cent from  the rate du ring  1943— 
1944. Gifts to the University totaled $2,811,230.18 as com pared with 
$1,928,933.40 du ring  the year preceding.

T h a t the University was able to come through the year in rela
tively good shape financially is in  large measure due to the support 
th a t was given the A lum ni Fund. In  1944-1945, con tribu tions to the 
Fund reached a total of $211,711.38. W e were fortunate to have had 
the fine leadership of M atthew  Carey, President of the Fund, and 
of his capable associates. T he  re-election of Mr. Carey for ano ther 
term  inspires confidence th a t the F und  will enjoy an even more 
successful year in  1945-1946. My warm  personal gratitude goes to 
every loyal alum nus who has responded to the A lum ni Fund, and 
who has in  this vital way done w hat he could to share in  the 
U niversity’s work.

T H E  O U T L O O K  FO R T H E  F U T U R E

W hen the University was opened seventy-seven years ago this 
m onth, the country was em erging from a desperate war and  look
ing toward the problem s of bu ild ing a peace. New technologies were



opening new horizons for industry and  commerce. New ideas were 
bringing new freedom to the hum an spirit. T h e  sense of progress 
and the challenge of the postwar era were reflected in the th inking 
which led to the founding of Cornell, and the sp irit of pioneering 
infused the ideas of Andrew Dickson W hite and Ezra Cornell. 
Mr. C ornell’s speech at the opening convocation, in which he ex
pressed the U niversity’s goal of com bining practical w ith liberal 
education, showed the way toward educational leadership in  a 
changing society.

T here  are many analogies between the period in  which Cornell 
University was founded and the present. W e, too, stand looking at 
the results of a war th a t has changed the face and  the customs of 
the world as we knew it. New ideas, m any of them  born  in  social 
upheaval and violence, are abroad in  the land. T h e  grow th of new 
technologies, a phenom enon of war, has this tim e been crowned 
w ith the emergence of atom ic energy from  the laboratory and  the 
Sunday supplem ents as a force w ith  which the world m ust reckon 
from  this tim e forward, yet which the w orld is altogether unprepared  
to accept. Like 1868, the year finds us in an age of rap id  transition.

I look forward w ith every confidence to the role th a t the U n i
versity will play in  the critical years to come. Cornell has a heritage 
of the pioneering spirit: of investigation and  of bu ild ing  soundly 
on w hat we find to be of w orth. Effectively to educate young m en 
and women for citizenship we m ust continue to provide courses of 
study through which they may learn of the society th a t will receive 
them  upon graduation, and the forces th a t shape it. O ur technical 
and specialized instruction m ust give them  the m ost expert and 
m odern train ing in  the skills they will use in  their subsequent ca
reers. I t  is by hold ing fast to the ideas of progress, so clearly p u t 
forward by the founders and  so well proved in  the U niversity’s 
experience for m ore than  three-quarters of a century, th a t we m ust 
assure the fu ture of Cornell.
O ctober 20, 1945




