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CORNELL UNIVERSITY
W OM EN’S RESIDENTIAL HALLS

A ll undergraduate women students except those who live in their 
own homes afe required b y  the U niversity’s rules to live in the resi
dential halls or cottages. Permission to live elsewhere in Ithaca is 
granted to an undergraduate student only upon written application 
to the Counselor of Women, and then only in very  exceptional 
circumstances.

T H E  U N IV E R S IT Y ’S H A L L S  A N D  H O U SES

The residential halls and U niversity houses which are to be de
scribed in this booklet a re :

The Residential Halls: Balch Halls, A nna Com stock House, and 
Prudence R isley Hall.

The University Houses: There are a number of U niversity houses 
connected with the main dormitories. Students living in these houses 
take their meals in the nearest dormitory. Although the U niversity 
has some houses which do not offer food service, all entering women 
m ust be assigned to dormitories where meals are provided.

The Balch Halls for Women, accomm odating three hundred and 
tw enty students, were opened in the autum n of 1929. The U niver
sity owes its possession of them to the generous interest of two Cor- 
nellians, Allen C. Balch and his wife, Janet Jacks Balch, of Los 
Angeles. The halls are situated north of Fall Creek Gorge, near Pru
dence R isley Hall. T h ey are built of native stone in the English 
Collegiate G othic,style, and are thoroughly fireproof and of modern 
construction and appointment. T h ey  are in four units, each unit 
under the charge of a Head Resident and each having its separate 
reception hall, living room, and dining room. In addition to ample 
bathrooms in all corridors, each room or pair of rooms has a hand 
lavatory w ith running water.

Anna Comstock House consists of two units, Section A  housing 
thirty-seven students and Section B housing forty-one students. On 
the first floor of each unit there are reception rooms and suites for 
the chaperons. In both sections the accommodations for. students, 
w ith few exceptions, consist of units for three or four students. Each 
unit consists of two bedrooms, a study, and a bath. In Section A  there 
is one single room and one double room. In Section B there are five 
single rooms. _ Students living in this house take their meals in the 
nearest dorm itory dining room and are under the same rules and 
regulations as the residents of the main dormitories.

Prudence Risley Hall, the gift of the late Mrs. Russell Sage to the 
University, was opened in the autum n of 1913. It accommodates one 
hundred and ninety students. I t  is a fireproof building, beautifully 
situated on the north bank of Fall Creek Gorge, within easy reach of



the main U niversity buildings. A n electric elevator runs to the upper 
floors. On the first floor are three large drawing rooms, a large recrea
tion room, and dining rooms. The students living in the building are 
under the immediate charge of the Head Resident of Prudence Risley 
Hall.

F U R N IS H IN G S  O F T H E  R O O M S
A ll the buildings have steam heat and electric lighting. E very  

room is com pletely furnished. Three woolen blankets are supplied 
to each student. Students who wish additional covering should 
supply it themselves. E ach  student furnishes her own towels and 
soap and m akes her own bed. A ll other service and supplies are 
included in the charge for residence.

Telephone service is available in every dorm itory. There is no 
charge to students for incoming calls. A  charge of five cents a message 
is made for outgoing local calls. E ach student is responsible for the 
paym ent of all calls made from the extension in her room. The regular 
toll rates are charged for all long distance calls m ade through the 
dorm itory switchboard. T h e dorm itory switchboard serves all of 
the dormitories and cottages for both men and women.

A P P L IC A T IO N  F O R  R O O M S
Applications for rooms are received only at the office of the M an

ager of Residential Halls, M orrill Hall, Ithaca, N . Y .
An application form for living accommodations will be sent with 

the notice of provisional acceptance from  the Office of Admissions 
to each candidate. This form m ust be filled out and returned to the 
M anager of Residential H alls at Ithaca within twenty days after the 
date stamped on the form. Failure to return this form within that 
period will cause the candidate to lose her place on the adm itted list.

A  deposit of $25 is required w ith each application for living ac
commodations. If the applicant m atriculates, the deposit will be 
applied on the first paym ent for residence. If an applicant is denied 
admission because she fails finally to  satisfy the entrance require
ments, the deposit will be refunded in full. If an applicant is eligible 
for admission but withdraws her application for accommodations 
later than August 1, the deposit w ill be forfeited. (This $25 deposit 
should not be confused w ith the $25 deposit required w ith the appli
cation for admission.)

A n application for a room, if m ade b y  or on behalf of a candidate 
for admission to one of the colleges of the U niversity, will be enter
tained only after th at candidate has deposited w ith  the Treasurer of 
the U niversity the $25 which the U niversity requires all such candi
dates to deposit.

A n application for a room, if m ade b y  a graduate student, m ust be 
accompanied b y  a deposit of $10, and the application will not be 
registered unless the deposit accompanies it. I f  the lease is executed 
and the student occupies the room, the deposit is held until the end 
of the year to insure the completion of the lease and the return ot keys 
and to cover any damage beyond ordinary wear and tear.



Rooms are assigned in order of application. No double room 
can be held b y  one person, even though she m ay be willing to pay 
the full price. The U niversity reserves all rights in connection with 
the assignment or reassignment of rooms or the termination of 
their occupancy. New students are notified of their assignments w ith
in th irty  days before the opening of the term and at th at time they 
should execute and return their contract cards at once.

C H A R G E S

A  single charge of $287.50 is made for residence for the academic 
term of sixteen weeks, th at is, from the day before registration until 
the day after the student’s last examination of that term. This charge 
covers the items of room, board, and the allowance of personal 
laundry. Owing to the unsettled condition of prices for food and labor, 
the U niversity reserves the right to increase this charge during the 
year if the Trustees believe such an increase to be necessary.

P A Y M E N T S

Paym ent of the charge for residence is made in two equal install
ments each term. T h e first of these will be $143.75 less the room 
deposit of $25; that is, $118.75, an(i  is due fifteen days before Regis
tration day. The second paym ent of $143.75 is due at midterm. 
A  failure to pay the first installment when due will he regarded as a sur
render of the lease. All bills are sent directly to the students who are 
responsible for paym ent. Bills are not rendered to parents or guard
ians.

A D J U S T M E N T S

The charge for residence covers the period beginning on the day 
before registration day and ending on the last day of work for the 
term. It does not include vacation periods.

Entering students who must come to Ithaca for examinations before 
registration day m ay arrange for rooms in the dormitories at an extra 
charge.

N o deduction is made for an absence of ten days or less. For an 
unavoidable absence of more than ten days an equitable adjustm ent 
m ay be made. Absence from the dining room or failure to send in the 
full amount of laundry allowed each week does not entitle the student 
to any deduction. The allowance of laundry is purposely made as 
generous as possible and it is expected th at every student will use 
the full allowance every week.

L A U N D R Y

E very piece sent to the laundry should have the owner’s name 
plainly marked on it w ith Payson’s indelible ink or w ith an em
broidered name tab. M arking w ith a rubber stamp or w ith the so- 
called indelible pad is not effective.



The laundry allowance is fifteen pieces every week, according to 
the following scale:

1 Stepin............................................................................................................... count 1 piece1 Blouse or shirt..............................................................................................  21 Brassiere......................................................................  11 Dress, uniform, or h ousecoat.................................................................... 41 D ickey.............................................................................................................  24 Handkerchiefs...............................................................................................  11 Lab C oat......................................................................................................... 21 Nightdress (plain)........................................................................................ 1Fancy cotton or silk ............................................................................... 21 Pajamas (plain)............................................................................................  2Fancy cotton or silk—Extra1 Skirt (plain) or slacks.................................................................................  21 Slip (plain)  ........................................................................................  21 Stockings (pair)............................................................................................  11 Towel...............................................................................................................  1Bath mat type—Extra
O nly tw o blouses or two skirts, or one blouse and one plain skirt, 

or one plain dress are included in the w eekly allowance. Blouses, 
skirts, or fancy pieces in excess of lists cannot be substituted for 
plain articles on list. Outside laundrym en or washerwomen are not 
allowed to call at the dormitories.

D A M A G E S

Lamps, shades, or other furnishings broken or missing, and all 
dam age to a room or its fixtures or furniture beyond ordinary wear 
and tear will be charged to the occupant or occupants of a room. 
Articles may not be tacked or fastened or pasted with stickers in any way to the walls, furniture, or electric light fixtures. Pictures and 
other ornaments m ay be suspended only from  the picture molding. 
A  printed card containing an inventory of the articles in the room is 
presented to the student at the beginning of the year for verification 
and signature, and after th at the occupant is held responsible for any 
dam age or loss of those articles.

G O V E R N M E N T  O F T H E  S T U D E N T  W O M E N

Under the Statutes of the U niversity, the Counselor of W om en has 
the general charge of the interests of women students and advises 
them  in regard to  all m atters, subject to the statutes and rules and 
regulations of the Board of Trustees and of the general and special 
faculties. She is recognized as the representative of the U niversity in 
all m atters related to the conduct, the social life, and the self-govern
m ent organization of the women students.

Head Residents, under the direction of the Counselor of W omen, 
are in charge of the several halls and houses of residence. E ach Head 
Resident is the adviser of the students under her care and is responsi
ble for the conduct and the social life of the-hall or house which she 
supervises.

The students are allowed as large a measure of self-direction as pos
sible through their organization, the W om en’s Self-Governm ent Asso



ciation. E ve ry  woman who registers as a student in the U niversity 
becomes ipso facto a member of this association. T h e Self-Government 
Association, through its Judiciary Com mittees, tries any charge of 
misconduct. I f  the charge is sustained, the Association either im
poses and enforces a penalty or, if the offense is so serious as to call 
for university action and be made a m atter of university record, 
reports its findings and its recommendations to the general dis
ciplinary committee of the U niversity, the Com m ittee on Student 
Conduct.

E ve ry  student, upon assignment to a room in the residential halls 
or houses, signs a contract agreeing to abide b y  the rules established 
b y  the U niversity and by the Association.

M E D IC A L  F A C IL IT I E S  F O R  S T U D E N T S

Physical Examination

Each entering student is required to have a physical examination, 
a chest radiograph, and to receive two tetanus toxoid injections dur
ing the first term. T h e latter two requirements m ay be satisfied b y  
the presentation, a t the tim e of examination, of a chest X -ray  film 
taken within one month of entrance and a physician’s certificate 
th at tw o or more tetanus toxoid injections have been received w ithin 
six months of entrance to the U niversity.

The Clinic
T he U niversity Clinic is located on the main part of the Campus. 

Here students m ay consult a doctor when need arises, and receive 
treatm ent in cases th at do not require hospitalization. If, in the 
opinion of the doctors in the Clinic, hospital care is indicated, the 
student is requested to go to the Cornell Infirmary.

The Infirmary and Staff
T h e Infirm ary, which is a hospital approved b y  the Am erican 

College of Surgeons, is well equipped for medical and surgical service, 
to Cornell students. T h e Infirm ary staff, under the supervision of the 
Clinical Director, consists of Resident Physicians, Attending Physi
cians from the U niversity staff, and Visiting Physicians and Surgeons 
from the medical group of Ithaca. On the staff there are a number of 
consultants who are specialists in the various medical fields. The 
services of these men are available when required.

The Right to Employ a Private Physician

A  student in the Infirm ary m ay, if she so desires, em ploy a private 
physician from the Visiting Staff. A  student not in the Infirm ary 
m ay, in the same manner, receive m edical care from a private physi
cian rather than consult the Clinic. T he Infirm ary fee does not, how
ever, include the cost of such private arrangements.



W H E R E  T O  A P P L Y

A ll applications for rooms and all requests for further inform ation 
should be addressed to the M anager of Residential Halls, Cornell 
U niversity, Ithaca, N. Y .

T H E  S C H E D U L E  OF R O O M S

On the following pages is a schedule of all the rooms in the U niver
s ity ’s residential halls for women.
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B A L C H  H A L L S

The whole number indicates the floor, unit, and room number, e.g., 2135 =  
second floor, unit one, room 35. The room number is followed by the exposure 
and the number of tenants.

Unit One 5114-16 NE two 5244-46 NE two
2132 NW -NE one 5118-47 NE-SE two 5253-55 SW two
2133-35 NW-SW two 5145-43 SW two 5254-56 NE two
2139 NW one 5149 SE one 5257-63 SW two
3112 NW one 5152-54 NW two 5265 SE one
3114 NW two 5153-55 SE two 5267-73 SE two
3113-15 SW two 5156 NW one 5272 NW one
3117-45 SW two 5157 SE one 5274-76 NW two
3143-27 SW-SE two 5275-77 SE two
3125-23 SE-SW two Unit Two 6242 , SE two
3122-24 SW-NW two 3223-25 SE two 6244-46 NE two
3126-37 NW-SW two 3227-33 SE two 6253-55 SW two
3135-33 SW-NW two 3224 NW one 6254-56 NE two
3132 NW -NE one 3237* SE one 6257 SW one
3134 NE one 3253-55 SW two 6263 SW two
3136-38 NE two 3257 SW one 6267 SE one
3147 SE two 3269 SE one 6272-74 NW two
3149 SE one 3273-75 SE two 6273 SE one
3152 NW one 4212 NE one 6275 SE two
3154-56 NW two 4213-15 SW two 6276 NW one
3153-55 SE • two 4217 SW one
3157-59 SE two 4223-25 SE two Unit Three

3165 SW one 4224-28 NW two 2333 SE • one
3163 SW two 4227-29 SE two 2335-37 SE-SW two
3162-64 NE two 4232-34 NW two 2336-38 NW-SW two
3166 NE one 4233-35 SE two 3313 NE one
4112-4312 NE two 4243 SE .one 4312-4112 NE two
4113-15 SW two 4242 SE one 4313-15 SW two
4114-16 NE two 4244-46 NE two 4314-16 NE two
4118 NE two 4253-55 SW two 4317-23 SW two
4117-45 SW two 4254-56 NE two 4318-22 NE two
4143 SW two 4257-63 SW two 4325 SW two
4125 SE one 4265 SW one 4334 NW one
4123-22 SE-SW two 4267-73 SE two 4336-37 SW two
4124 NW two 4272 NW one 4333-35 SE two
4135 SW two 4274-76 NW two 4342 SW one
4133 SW one 4275-77 SE two 4343 SE one
4132 NW one 5223 SE one 4344-45 SE two
4134-36 NW two 5224 NW one 4346-48 NW two
4147 SE two 5225-27 SE two 4347 SE one
4152 NW one 5226-32 NW two 4352-54 NW two
4154-56 NW two 5233-35 SE two 4353-55 SE two
4153-55 SE two 5237 SE one 4357 SE one
4157-59 SE two 5243 SE one 4363-65 SE-SW two
5112-5312 NE two 5242 SE one 4364 NW one



Unit Three (Conti) Unit Four 4478-82 NW two4368-72 NW two 3438 NE one 4483-85 SE two4375-77 SE two 3442-44 NE two 5412-14 NW two4374 - NW two 3462-64 SW two 5413-15 SE two5312-5112 NE two 3465 NE one 5432-34 NE two5314-16 NE two 3469 SE one 5442-44 NE two5318 NE one 3472-74 NW two 5443 SW one5322 NE one 3473 SE one 5462-64 SW two5323 SW two 3475-78 SE two 5466-68 SW-NW two5325 SW one 3476-82 NW two 5467 NW two5343-44 SE two 3483-85 SE two 5472-74 NW two5345 SE one 4412 NW one 5476-82 NW two5346 NW one 4414 NW one 5475 SE one5347 SE two 4413-15 SE two 5477-85 SE two5348 NW two 4432-34 NE two 6416 SW one5352 NW one 4442-44 NE two 6432 NE one5353 SE one 4443 SW one 6434-44 NE two5355 SE one 4462-64 SW - two 6435 SW one5362-64 NW two 4466-68 SW two 6462-64 SW two5363-65 SE-SW two 4467 NE one 6466-68 SW-NW two5372 NW two 4463-73 SE two 6465 NE one5373-75 SE two 4474-76 NW two 6467 NW one5374 NW one 4475-77 SE two

A N N A  C O M S T O C K  H O U SE  .

In each column below are (1) the number by which the room is designated, 
(2) the point,—north, east, south, or west,—toward which the windows face, 
and (3) the number of students that the room accommodates.

Unit A

First Floor Second Floor Third Floor Fotirth Floor

2 E one
3 W one
4 N & E two

10 N & S & E four
11 S & W three
12 N & E & W four

20 N & S & E four
21 S & W three
22 N & E & W four

30 N & S & E four
31 S & W three
32 N & E & W four

Unit B

102 E one 210 S & E four 310 S & E four 410 S & E four104 E one 211 N & S & W four 311 N & S& W four 411 N & S & W four106 E one 212 N & E & W four 312 N & E & W four 412 N & E & W four107 W one
109 W one



P R U D E N C E  R I S L E Y  H A L L

In each column below are (1) the number by which the room is designated,
(2) the point,—north, east, south, or west,—toward which the windows face, and
(3) the number of students that the room accommodates.

First Floor Second Floor Third Floor Fourth Floor

102 SW one 223 N one 320 S one 417 E one
104 SW one 224 S one 322 S one 418 S & E one
105 NE one 225 N one 323 N one 420 S one
106 SW one 227 NE one 324 S one 422 S one
107 NE one 229 NE one 325 N one 424 S one
108 SW one 230 SW two 327 NE one 430 SW one
109 NE one 231 NE one 329 NE one 432 SW one
110 SW one 232 SW one 330 SW two 433 NE two
111 NE two 234 SW two 331 NE one 434 SW two
112 SW one 236 SW two 332 SW one 435 NE two
114 S & S W one 237 NE one 334 SW two 436 SW two
115 S & NE one 238 SW one 336 SW two 438 SW one
116 S one 240 SW two 337 NE one 440 SW two

241 NE one 338 SW one 450 SW one
118 S one 247 N two 340 SW two 452 SW one

248 S two 341 NE one 453 N & W one
120 S one 249 N one 347 N two 454 s &w one

250 S one 348 S two 456 SE two
Second Floor 252 S two 349 N one 458 SE one

202 SW one 253 N & W two 350 S one 459 SW one
203 NE one 254 S & W two 352 S two 460 SE one
204 SW one 255 W one 353 N & W two 461 SW one
205 NE one 354 S & W two 462 SE one
206 SW one Third Floor 355 W one 463 SW one
207 NE one 302 SW one 356 SE two 464 SE one
208 SW one 303 NE one 358 SE one 465 SW one
209 NE one 304 SW one 359 SW two 466 S & SE two
210 SW one 305 NE one 360 SE one 467 S & SW two
211 NE two 306 SW one 361 SW two
212 SW one 307 NE one 362 SE one Fifth Floor

214 s & w one 308 SW one 363 SW one 533 NE two
215 S & NE one 309 NE one 364 SE one 534 SW one
216 S one 310 SW one 365 S & SW two 535 NE two
217 E & N one 311 NE two 366 S & SE two 536 SW one
218 S one 314 S two 367 S one'
219 E one 315 S two Sixth Floor

220 S one 317 E & N one 633 NE two
222 S one 318 S one 634 SW one

319 E one 635 NE two
636 SW one




