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Each year an estimated 15,000 domestic animals are 
bitten in the United States by snakes, and uncounted 
thousands are bitten by venomous bees, wasps, ants, 
spiders and scorpions. Cats are especially vulnerable 
because of their innate curiosity and fascination with 
moving objects, whether it is the buzzing of a bee 
above their heads or a snake slithering across the 
ground.

Hopefully your cat w ill never be so unlucky to 
encounter a venomous critter. But if  it did, you 
should know what to do.

Bees, W asp s, H ornets, A n ts

The venom of the honeybee, harvester ant, and paper 
wasp contains potent chemicals that break down the
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red blood cells (hemolysis) of their victims. Fire ants 
have several alkaloid chemicals that cause necrosis 
of tissues and hemolysis. The stinger through which 
the venom is released into the victim  is located on the 
terminal portion of the abdomen. The greatest danger 
posed is by those species that aggressively protect 
their colony from intruders, inflicting hundreds of 
stings within a few minutes. Wasp and bee stings 
cause more fatalities than all the other venomous 
insects combined.

Stings cause local inflammation and pain which 
usually subsides within the first hour. The discomfort 
can be relieved by applying cold compresses to the 
area stung. However, be alert to signs of shock (i.e. 
shallow breathing, inability to stand, body feels 
cold) that may result, especially from multiple stings. 
At the first sign of shock, take your cat immediately 
to the veterinarian. He can administer the necessary 
drugs, such as epinephrine, antihistamines, and 
corticosteriods to counteract shock.
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Sp iders

There are two species of spiders that are capable of 
inflicting mortal bites— black widow spiders and 
brown recluse spiders. The venom is injected through 
appendage fangs located on the spider’ s head. 
Diagnosis of spider bites is based on clinical signs 
because the bite marks are much too small to locate.

Black widow spiders are indigenous throughout 
the United States and Canada. The female spiders are 
easy to recognize by their red to orange hour-glass 
marking on their abdomens. The female of the species 
is the deadliest— she is larger and can inflict a bite 
that penetrates the skin. The toxicity of the venom 
varies seasonally— highest toxicity in the fall and 
lowest toxicity in the spring. Approximately 86 percent 
of black widow spider bites occur from late summer 
to early fall.

Black widow spiders usually make their homes in 
dry, secluded places, but near houses where outside 
lights attract their prey. For the most part, they are 
nonaggressive unless protecting an egg mass.

Cats are extremely sensitive to black widow 
venom. In one study, 20 of 22 poisoned cats died. 
Signs of black-widow poisoning include excessive 
salivation, severe pain, muscle cramping, and 
restlessness. If  you suspect that your cat has been 
bitten by a black widow spider take it to your 
veterinarian for immediate treatment. Prognosis is 
uncertain for several days, and recovery may take a 
long time. Weakness, fatigue and insomnia may 
persist for several months.

Brown recluse spiders are prim arily found in the 
southern half of the United States. They are easy to 
identify from other brown spiders by a violin-shaped 
marking on the back of the cephalothorax. They are 
nocturnal, and prefer moist locations, such as outdoors 
under objects or indoors in the basement. They are 
very nonaggressive and must be provoked to attack.

Signs of a brown recluse spider bite include a 
circular ulcer with a dark center and a white border at

the bite site, fever, joint pain, weakness and convulsive 
seizures. Treatment by a veterinarian consists of 
removing the dead tissue at the ulcerated site, and 
cleaning the wound with hydrogen peroxide, and 
administering antibiotics. Complete recovery can 
take weeks to months.

Scorp ions

There are several scorpions that sting, but only one 
that is deadly in the United States— the bark scorpion. 
It is prim arily found in the southwest (i.e. Arizona, 
and some locations in southern California, Utah and 
New Mexico).

The venom of the bark scorpion contains five 
different neurotoxins. Signs of bark scorpion bite are 
excessive tearing, salivation, urination, diarrhea,
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dilated pupils, and restlessness. Treatment is 
prim arily supportive since there is no approved 
antivenin.

G ila  M onsters

The only species of poisonous lizards in the 
world are found in the southwestern United States 
and Mexico— the G ila monster and the Mexican 
beaded lizard. Both species are easy to identify by 
their heavy bodies, beadlike skin, and the yellow or 
coral-colored pattern of their skin.

The grooved teeth of these lizards are bathed in 
venom from modified salivary glands on the lower 
jaws. Fortunately, due to their lethargic nature and 
nonaggressiveness, poisoning rarely occurs. 
However, if  the reptile is provoked to bite it may be 
necessary to remove it by prying it off. Pain is very 
intense from the wound inflicted. Other signs 
include salivation, tearing, frequent urination and 
defecation. Treatment may include analgesics, 
intravenous fluids, and irrigation of the wound site. 
There is no antivenin, so treatment must be 
supportive.

Snakes

The pit vipers (i.e. rattlesnakes, water moccasins, 
copperheads), coral snakes and vine snakes are the most 
dangerous of the venomous snakes in the United States. 
Most of the venomous snakebites are inflicted by pit 
vipers. The venom is more potent in the spring and less 
potent in the fall. Also young snakes have more toxic 
venom than older snakes.

Cats are bitten more often on the front legs and head. 
Bites to the body (thorax, shoulder) tend to involve 
more severe poisoning. Signs include bleeding from the 
puncture wound (although may be obscured by hair and 
localized tissue swelling). Diagnosis is made on systemic 
signs such as abnormally low blood pressure, poor 
blood coagulation, weak muscles, inflammation of the 
lymph nodes, twitching and shallow breathing. If  a cat 
is bitten by a poisonous snake, try to immobilize it as 
much as possible to lim it the uptake of the venom in the 
cat’s body. Immediately take it to the veterinarian for 
treatment.

The veterinarian w ill administer intravenous fluids 
(to prevent cardiac arrest), antibiotics and antivenin. 
Laboratory tests can be helpful in determining the 
extent of bodily damage caused by the venom. ■
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Q. One of my cats decided to urinate on the wooden floor in the foyer. I have tried many things, especially 
products to eliminate the urine odor. Nothing seems to keep my cat from returning to the area. Any suggestions 
would be welcome.—M.E., New York

Q. Recently my two-year-old neutered male cat has begun urinating on my carpet. Just before this all began, 
we shampooed our carpeting. This is where the problem began .Do you have any suggestions ?— C.S., Illinois

A. Inappropriate elimination behavior is the most 
common misbehavior encountered with cats. Cats 
are very reliable in their use of the litter box, but 
urinating or defecating in places that are undesirable 
to their owners occasionally occurs.

The reasons why this behavior develops in a cat 
that has previously not had an elimination problem 
can be multiple and complex. A situation that the cat 
perceives as stressful or certain odors can initiate 
marking behavior. For example, the smell of new 
carpeting has an odor that prompts some cats to mark. 
Conceivably a moist area of recently shampooed 
carpet may release odors that prompt marking 
behavior. Also, areas that smell of cat urine w ill likely 
be marked again, so the problem seems to perpetuate 
itself.

Inappropriate elimination may occur when the 
cat prefers a place other than the litter box. Maybe the 
cat doesn’t like the consistency of the litter, the 
location or type of litter box, or the presence of a 
different cat ’ s odor in the box. Sometimes this behavior

may be aggravated by changing to a different type of 
litter or box that the cat doesn’t like. If  a cat has an 
unpleasant experience associated with the litter box, 
he may choose a location more to his liking. For 
example, owners that take advantage of catching the 
cat in the litter box to give it medication are provoking 
the cat to avoid the litter box. Also, if  urination or 
defecation are painful for some reason, an association 
of pain and being in the litter box may be made, thus 
encouraging the cat to seek a different area for 
elimination.

Unfortunately, simply preventing the cat’s access 
to the site is rarely successful for very long. They tend 
to choose another place that is accessible. There are 
some simple techniques, however, that can be used 
initially that may be successful in controlling the 
problem.

Have your veterinarian perform a thorough 
physical examination of the cat to make sure that 
there is nothing physiologically wrong.
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Make every attempt to alleviate as much stress in 
the cat’s life as possible. This may entail reducing the 
number of cats present in the household, encouraging 
a neighbor to confine his outside cat if  it is marking 
near your house or intimidating your cat through 
windows or doors, or confining more aggressive cats 
to different areas of the house.

Try to make the litter box a more attractive 
location, and the inappropriate area less attractive. 
Make sure that the box is kept clean by removing the 
waste daily. Experiment with different types of litter. 
Most cats prefer the new clumping types of litter over 
the older clay types. Many cats refuse to use deodorized 
litter. Some cats prefer a box with higher sides, others 
prefer lower sides. A large number of cats resist using 
boxes with hoods as they tend to trap odors and may 
restrict the cat’s ability to assume a comfortable 
posture for elimination.

When possible provide one litter box per cat. 
Also make sure the boxes are easily accessible but in 
a quiet, secluded area with little traffic. To make the 
improper location less desirable, try making it into an 
eating area by temporarily placing an extra feeding 
dish in the area. Since most cats do not like to urinate 
near where they feed, this technique is frequently 
successful. After the urination has stopped, gradually 
move the extra dish back to a more convenient 
location. You may also try to make the area unpleasant 
for the cat by placing aluminum foil on the floor of the 
soiled area— cats do not like the feel or sound of it as 
they walk on it.

Placing a litter box at the cat’s preferred location 
and then gradually moving it to a desirable spot may 
deter the problem.

F in a lly , there are m edications that your 
veterinarian may prescribe that may be helpful for 
some cats when used with some of the suggestions 
discussed previously. Fortunately, with a little effort 
and experimentation, most elimination problems can 
be remedied.

Have a question about cat care?
Send yo u r question to the address below and  

have a published answ er in the next issue o f  

Perspectives on Cats.

C o rn e ll Fe line  H ealth  C en ter  

P O C / M a il B ag

C ollege o f V e te rin a ry  M ed ic in e  

Ithaca, N Y  14853-6401
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H o n o r  R o l l

We gratefully acknowledge the following people and cat clubs who contributed $100 or more to support the 
programs of the Center during the last three months. We also wish to thank those who are not listed, but made 
a contribution during this time. Your contributions are a very important part of our support, equaling 16 percent 
of our total income used for educational programs and feline health studies.

PonQitel
Miriam Bergen, New York 
Hanna Eichwald, New York 
Sallye Fowler, Georgia 
Kathleen Holloway, Washington 
Mary Anne Humprey, Florida 
Patricia Kaneb, Massachusetts 
Eileen Laberdee, New York 
Helaine Heilbrunn Lemer, New York 
Della Marie M cNeill, California 
Rosemarie Monahan, New Jersey 
Mary Charlotte Peters, Connecticut 
R. and D. Richman, New Jersey 
Helen Shepard, New York 
Joan Stewart, California 
Wendy Weisensel, Minnesota 
Felice Zambetti, New York

Cfln.triizuIiBg.iyicm.bers
A. James and Susan M. Anderson, Georgia 
M uriel Dochtermann, New York 
W illiam  R.R. Hay, New York 
Marianne Krasnow-Davis, France 
Richard and Jan Rudlaff, Michigan 
Georgia Shaw, Virginia

Patron Members 

Joan Patterson, Idaho

Cat Clubs
Delaware Valley Cat Fanciers, Delaware

Gift Description
In memory of “ M y lovable five” 
In memory of M uffin and Pandy 
In memory of Kitten 
General Donation 
In memory of Freaky Kitty 
General Donation 
In memory of Sienna 
General Donation 
In memory of Ashley Cooper 
General Donation 
Dr. Louis J. Camuti Fund 
In memory of Faigel 
Dr. Louis J. Camuti Fund 
In memory of M itzki 
In memory of Mousy 
In memory of Mad Dog

Do something today for tomorrow. A con
tribution to the Cornell Feline Health Center w ill 
ensure that new treatments and methods of 
preventing feline diseases w ill be developed.

Contributions can be applied to the general 
donation fund or designated to be used for studies 
on a particular disease. If  you make a contribution 
find out if  your company w ill match your gift 
through a matching gift policy.

We need your support today to continue our 
work tomorrow!
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COMPREHENSIVE SEMINAR FOR CAT BREEDERS
CO R N ELL UNIVERSITY

Program
In response to numerous requests from cat breeders and others 
who work with cats, Cornell University is presenting a two-day 
Comprehensive Seminar fo r Cat Breeders. This intensive 
course is designed for cat breeders, veterinary practice staff 
members, and other people with a serious interest in cats.
It will be taught by faculty members of the Cornell University 
College of Veterinary Medicine, plus a distinguished veterinar
ian with an all-feline practice. The seminar is co-sponsored 
by the Cornell Feline Health Center, the Cornell University 
Office of Veterinary Continuing Education, and Programs in 
Professional Education, a part of Cornell University’s School 
of Continuing Education and Summer Sessions.

Topics to be covered include:
Cattery Management 
Infectious Diseases of Cats 
Clinical Genetics 
Oral/Dental Problems 
Dermatology
Cat Nutrition (including nutrition-related 
cardiomyopathy and nutritional issues pertaining to 
breeding)
Ethics of Cat Breeding 
Breeder-Veterinarian Relations

Faculty
Program instructors are faculty and staff members of the 
College of Veterinary Medicine, Cornell University:
Dr. John E. Saidla, Director, Veterinary Continuing 
Education; Dr. James R. Richards, Consulting Veterinarian 
and Assistant Director, Feline Health Center; Dr. Arleigh J.
Reynolds, Research Associate, Veterinary Physiology.
They will be joined by Dr. Betsy Arnold, a distinguished 
veterinarian with an all-feline practice.

Registration Form/Comprehensive Seminar for Cat Breeders

Please print or type: Please check the appropriate box:
□  I will be staying at the Best Western.

 ______________________________________________  □  I will not be staying at the Best Western.
Name (as you want it to appear on certificate) Piease indicate your payment preference:

□  Enclosed is my check for $ ______________  made payable
  to Cornell University in U.S. dollars and drawn on a bank located
Mailing address (to appear on participant list) in the United States.

□  Charge my Visa or MasterCard for $ ________________  .

Account number Expiration date
( '--------------------  (specify □  Visa □  MasterCard)

Day telephone Evening telephone

Cardholder’s signature 

Cardholder’s name (please print)

Registration should be subm itted  as soon as possible since enrollm ent w ill be lim ited . Send this form , along w ith  paym ent or charge authoriza tion , to: 
C o m p re h e n s iv e  S e m in a r  f o r  C a t  B ree d ers , Cornell U niversity , B ox 209, B12 Ives H all, Ithaca, N Y  14853-3901: Fax (607) 255-8942.

Ithaca, New York August 15-16,1992

Accommodations
A block of rooms has been reserved at the Best Western 
University Inn, East Hill Plaza, Ithaca, New York (a five-minute 
drive to campus). Reduced rates of $40 a night for a single and 
$50 a night for a double are available if, when you make your 
reservations, you mention the program by name. To make 
reservations, please contact the Inn directly at (607) 272-6100.
If you are coming alone and wish to room with another partici
pant, the Best Western will try to accommodate you.

Program  Charge
The program charge is $265 and includes tuition; course 
materials; a formal Cornell University certificate of completion; 
continental breakfasts on Saturday and Sunday; lunch and dinner 
on Saturday; lunch on Sunday; and refreshment breaks. Persons 
whose cancellations are received in writing by August 7 will 
receive a full refund. Cancellations received after August 7 are 
subject to a $50 cancellation fee. Substitutions may be made at 
any time before the program begins. Program costs may be tax 
deductible.

Travel P lanning
Participants should arrive by 8:30 am ., Saturday, August 15.
The program will conclude by 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, August 16.

F u rth er Inform ation  
Comprehensive Seminar for Cat Breeders
Programs in Professional Education
Cornell University
B12 Ives Hall
Ithaca, NY 14853-3901
Telephone: (607) 255-7259
FAX: (607) 255-8942
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Summer Survival Checklist

As a cat owner you should be aware of how to protect your cat from the potential hazards that exist during the 
summer months. Following is a brief checklist to ensure your cat’s health and safety during the summer months.

© Provide plenty of fresh water.

© Do not confine your cat in a car while shopping.

© Protect your cat from exposure to garden pesticides, weed killers, fertilizers and rodenticides.

© Be sure your window fans have protective shields to prevent a cat’s paw or tail from getting 
caught in the fan blades.

© Control fleas, ticks, mites and other external parasites.

© Be sure your cat is current on all vaccinations.

© Immediately treat insect bites and stings.

© Protect your cat from running away, escape and road fatalities.

Cornell Feline Health Center 
Cornell University 
College o f Veterinary Medicine 
Ithaca, N ew  York 14853


