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Plan Your Giving and Save

The year-end holiday season is traditionally a time 
to rem em ber clo se  frie n d s and fam ily  and 
demonstrate your affection and appreciation. The 
giving of gifts is one of the ways we express our feel
ings. It is also at this time that most people review 
their year-end contributions to various organiza- 

(  tions.

The following discussion provides basic infor
mation on various forms of giving that you can 
choose from to benefit organizations such as the 
C ornell Feline H ealth Center. Each type w ill af
fect your 1989 tax return differently. The judicious 
planning of one’s charitable gifts is vital, given the 
fluid state of today’s economy and the increased 
complexity and scope of our nation’s tax structure. 
Careful planning ensures that the gift w ill be put
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to the best possible use that the gift fits your finan
cial needs and objectives.

Cash Gift

It  may be too late in  the year to adequately con
sider or plan any other alternative than a monetary 
contribution. Cash gifts can be unrestricted or 
specifically earmarked for the current needs of our 
organization. (O ur most current needs are listed 
in the section entitled "W ish List", page 4.)

The actual out-of-pocket cost of a cash gift is 
less than the dollar amount of the gift because of 
the incom e-tax charitable deduction. Fo r ex
ample, a person in the 33 percent tax bracket can 
make a contribution of $100 at an actual cost of 
only $67.

Y o u r contribution can be doubled or tripled if 
you are employed by a company which has a match
ing gift program. A sk your em ployer for more 
details on this special program.

Planned Gifts

To encourage voluntary support, Congress has 
provided numerous tax incentives for charitable 
gifts. In  effect, the U.S. government w ill share in 
the cost of the gift. The extent of the tax benefit 
depends on the type of property given and the form 
of the gift. From  a tax standpoint, certain types of
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gifts may be more advantageous than others. Con
sequently, carefully planning your gift to secure the 
maximum tax benefit is an im portant step.

Appreciated Property: A n alternative to a cash 
gift that deserves careful consideration is a gift of 
long-term appreciated property (i.e, held for more 
than one year). Substantially greater tax benefits 
result because the tax on the unrealized apprecia
tion is avoided.

Example: Several years ago M rs. M ille r pur
chased stock for $5,000. Today, the stock is worth 
$10,000, and she decides to make a charitable gift. 
As a result of her contribution, M rs. M ille r is en
titled to a charitable deduction for the fu ll fair 
market value of the stock at the time of the gift, or 
$10,000. In  her 33 percent tax bracket, the deduc
tion translates into an actual tax savings of $3,300.

In  addition, she w ill not have to pay any capi- 
tal-gain tax. This results in a savings of as much as 
$1,650. Thus, the actual cost of M rs. M ille r’s 
$10,000 gift is reduced to only $5,050 ($10,000 less 
income-tax savings of $3,300 less capital-gain-tax 
savings of $1,650).

Tangible Personal Property: A  donor is en
titled to a charitable deduction for gifts of long
term capital-gain tangible personal property, such 
as works of art, rare books, etc. The extent of the 
allowable deduction for a gift of such property is 
dependent upon the so-called standard of "related 
use". H ere’s how the standard is applied:

If  the use of the contributed property is related 
to the exempt purposes of the charity (e.g., a paint
ing to a museum), then the donor would be entitled 
to a charitable deduction for the fu ll fair market 
value of the property -- subject to the 30 percent 
ceiling and carryover.

If  the use of the contributed property is unre
lated to the charity’s exempt purposes (e.g., a 
stamp collection to a hospital), then the donor

would be entitled to a charitable deduction for his 
or her basis in  the property.

Bequests: Any of a number of various types of 
bequests may be used by individuals to m em orial
ize their philanthropic interests. But the choice of 
the specifics of making a gift must depend com
pletely on each person’s unique circum stances and 
personal and financial objective.

A  specific bequest identifies particular assets or 
a certain sum as the subject of the gift. O n the other 
hand, a percentage bequest expresses the gift as a 
percentage of the total estate, regardless of size.

It  is also possible to make a gift of what is left 
after taxes, debts, expenses, and other bequests 
have been satisfied (a residual bequest).
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In  addition to the personal satisfaction of 
making a philanthropic bequest, there are definite 
fe d e ra l estate-tax b e n e fits. A n  estate-tax 
charitable deduction is allowed for the fu ll value 
of the gift.

G ifts of Life Insurance: A  gift of life insurance 
can be especially m eaningful for a num ber of 
reasons.

• L ife insurance allows you to make a 
substantial gift on an installm ent basis 
by making a series of modest payments 
during your lifetim e.

• A  gift of life insurance is certain, and the 
proceeds are paid prom ptly without 
going through the tim e-consum ing 
process of probate.

• Depending on the arrangement of your 
gift, life  insurance can create a number 
of favorable tax consequences.

Trusts: To qualify for a favorable tax treat
ment, a charitable rem ainder trust must be in the 
form  of either an annuity trust or a unitrust. Each 
offers independent features that can be used effec
tively to achieve financial and estate-planning ob
jectives.

Annuity T rust: The annuity trust provides for 
the payment of a fixed dollar amount annually, or 
at m ore frequen t in te rva ls, to a designated 
beneficiary or beneficiaries. The amount must 
equal at least 5 percent of the in itial fair market 
value of the trust.

U nitrust: The unitrust provides for the pay
ment of an amount — equal to at least 5 percent of 
the value of the trust as it is revalued each year — 
at least annually to a designated beneficiary(ies). 
Both the annuity trust and the unitrust provide that 
at the death of the last income beneficiary the trust 
principal is distributed to charity.

The key difference is that' income payments 
from an annuity trust are fixed and do not change 
even though the value of the trust may change. 
Payments from a unitrust, however, fluctuate ac
cording to changes in the value of the unitrust.

Estate-TaxSayings:

A  charitable rem ainder trust can not only 
provide incom e security for yourself and your 
beneficiaries, but can generate significant federal 
estate-tax savings as w ell. The estate of a person 
who establishes an annuity trust or a unitrust w ill 
be entitled to an estate-tax charitable deduction 
based on the present value of the charitable 
institution’s rem ainder interest in the trust. The 
deduction depends on the age of the beneficiary or 
beneficiaries, the amount of incom e payable from 
the trust, and the type of trust that is established.

Other benefits of charitable rem ainder trusts 
for the donor include an immediate income-tax 
deduction, having professional investment counsel 
manage his or her investments, receiving an in
come for life, securing an estate-tax deduction, and 
providing a meaningful charitable gift.

If  you would like more inform ation on how you 
can make a gift to the C o rn ell F elin e Health 
Center using any of the aforementioned gift oppor
tunities, please w rite to: Thom as S. Foulkes 
(V E T ), D irector of Planned G iving, 726 U niver
sity Avenue, Ithaca, N Y  14850-3995, and request 
the report "Planned G iving: Options and Oppor
tunities". Be sure to consult with your attorney 
about the applicability of the legal principles to 
your own personal situation. ■

A da p ted  and reprinted with perm ission from  "Cor
nell University Financial Planner", Spring 1989.
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Y ou can help us fight feline diseases by giving 
towards any of the items listed below.

Walk-in Freezer ($11,000) - T h e valuab le 
feline serum bank is in  jeopardy of being lost be
cause of the lack of space available in  the freezers 
at C ornell. I f  funds are not made available soon, 
many samples w ill have to be discarded.

TJ-6R Table-top Centrifuge ($6,488) - This 
high capacity, refrigerated centrifuge would be 
used for purifying lymphocytes from whole feline 
blood for various diagnostic and biological assays.

Automatic Carbon Dioxide Incubator ($3,577) 
- Consistency in carbon dioxide levels is essential 
in offering constant growth environments for cell 
cultures.

U ltra so n ic  P rocessor  ($3 ,024) - T h is
ultrasonicator would be used to obtain high quality 
preparations of various subcellular components of 
feline pathogens.

Inverted Microscope ($2,100) - This m icro
scope w ill be used for routine viewing of cell cul
tures used fo r research on fe lin e  in fectio us 
peritonitis virus (F IP V ).

Benchtop pH Meter and Probe ($1,250) - This 
sensitive and accurate pH  meter w ill be used for 
measuring the acidity of alkalinity of buffers and 
cell culture fluids used to study F IP V .

P h a sttra n sfer  Sem i-dry E lectrop h oretic  
Transfer System ($595) - This protein blotting ap
paratus rapidly transfers viral proteins from gels to 
im m obilizing membranes. This equipm ent w ill be 
used prim arily for F IP V  and feline im unodeficien- 
cy virus (F IV ).

I f  you prefer to give specifically towards a 
feline health study, consider D r. M cDonough’s 
project on intestinal microecology and the risk of 
feline salmonellosis ($5,200). A n increasing num
ber of cases of enteric disease in cats have been 
reported by C o rn ell’s Diagnostic Laboratory. This 
w ill be a two part study which w ill look at the 
prevalence of Salm onella in various cat popula
tions and determine the effect that antibiotics have 
on the cat’s intestinal m icroflora.

The Cornell Book of Cats
The Cornell B ook o f  Cats  provides com

prehensive inform ation on m edical emer
gencies, first aid, behavior, nutrition and 
preventive m edicine w ithin its 450 pages. 
The text was written by C ornell faculty and 
associates of the C o rn e ll F e lin e  H ealth 
Center, and edited by M ordecai Siegal, a 
w riter and magazine columnist. It is fully il
lustrated with photographs, drawings and 
charts. It  also includes an extensive glossary. 
It  is designed for cat owners and breeders 
who are looking for a good reference book 
on cat health. The book is currently avail
able at independent and chain bookstores. 
The price is $24.95.

TH E 
CO RN ELL 

BOOK OF CATS
A  Comprehensive Medical Reference 

for Every Cat and K itten
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Deck the Halls ... Carefully

Decking the halls with boughs of holly, as w ell as 
several other traditional holiday decorations, can 
be hazardous to your cat’s health. Follow ing is a 
checklist to ensure the safety of your cat during the 
holidays.

Candles and Fireplaces

U sing glass chimneys over lit candles w ill 
protect your cat from  singing its fur and m inor skin 
burns.

I | Placing candles in  locations which cannot be 
reached by the cat is an added safety precaution.

] Always use a fireplace screen whenever you 
use your fireplace. The screen w ill prevent sparks 
from  landing on your floor as w ell as a nearby per
son or pet.

Decorations

I I Hang soft, unbreakable ornaments on the bot
tom tree branches. Breakable, glass ornaments 
can be hung on higher tree branches, out of the 
reach of your cat’s paws.

I I U se strands of cranberries, plastic or wooden 
beads to replace tinsel. (T insel is commonly in 
gested by the inquisitive cat and can cause intes
tinal im paction.)

I I Prevent your cat from  gnawing or pulling on 
electric light cords by coating exposed wires with a 
solution of hot pepper sauce.

Christmas Trees and Holiday Plants

Q  Prevent your tree from  toppling over by secur
ing it with w ire or heavy weight fishing line to a 
nearby curtain rod or a ceiling hook. Another al
ternative is to attach an oversized piece of plywood 
to the tree stand to provide additional stability.

Prevent your cat from drinking water from the 
tree stand by covering the stand with a tree skirt or 
a converted plastic gallon container (cut container 
in  half; cut hole in the center of the bottom half for 
the tree trunk to fit through; then cut a slit from 
the center hole to the edge of the container to 
provide easy access for watering.)

I i Keep toxic holiday plants such as English holly, 
Je ru sale m  cherry, a m a ry llis, and C hristm as 
m istletoe out of your cat’s reach or territory.

Holiday Foods

I | A void feeding holiday table foods which are 
high in calories and fat, and low in protein to cats. 
Those rich foods can cause vom iting and diarrhea. 
A  healthier alternative is to treat your cat to mor
sels made for the feline palate. Specialty cat treats 
can be purchased at grocery or pet stores.
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In the last issue o f  this column the author was taken 
to task by a veterinarian fo r  saying that a concensus 
among practicing veterinarians was that low protein  
diets slow the progression o f  kidney disease and that 
it remains to be dem onstrated that it would have a 
beneficial effect on the kidneys themselves. This m ay  
be accurate, but m any veterinarians do fee l that by 
reducing the intake o f  protein, the cat m ay live longer 
by reducing the nitrogenous wastes which the kidneys 
must filter out o f  the blood.

This sam e challenger questioned the accuracy o f  
m y statem ents regarding the cystitis and stress inter
action. Cystitis m ay be precipitated by stress. I  d id  in
dicate that it was caused by stress and that is an over
statement. M ost cases o f  cystitis are not caused by 
bacteria. I  im plied that it was in an attem pt to ex
plain  the m echanism o f  how stress can cause cystitis. 
There is alm ost nothing in the veterinary literature 
regarding the elem ent o f  stress in association with 
disease production. This entire question was an a t
tem pt by this author to render a clinical speculation  
abou t a very com plex  subject. In subsequen t 
colum ns I  will try to sort out speculation from  fact. 
Thanks fo r  reader challenge. -

Dr. John E. Saidla, Feline Extension Veterinarian

tracheitis. One method that can be used to break 
the cycle is to give 14-day-old kittens intranasal 
v a c c in e  and at 28 days in je c ta b le  
rhinotracheitis/calici vaccine. W ean the kittens 
from their queen by day 35 and keep them in strict 
isolation from all adult cats until 4 months of age. 
They should be vaccinated at least at 8 to 9 weeks 
of age and again at 12 to 15 weeks of age. They may 
be allowed to associate with older healthy cats 
around 16 weeks of age.

Q. I  have heard that all m eats served to cats should  
be cooked, with the exception o f  beef kidney, because s  
kidney cannot becom e infected by parasitic  or-* 
ganisms. Is this true?

A . The kidney can be infected w ith both 
parasitic and bacterial infections. I f  you want to 
feed "table food" to your cat, then it is a good pro
cedure to cook any meat that is to be fed to the cat. 
It is still in  the cat’s best interest to feed a commer- 
cail cat food.

Q. What is the earliest age at which it is advisable to 
spay a cat?

A . The most widely accepted age is around 6 
months or at sexual maturity.

Q. What is the reason or cause fo r  a 20-week-old kit
ten having feline rhinotracheitis when they received  
im munization fo r  this earlier?

A . Most kittens begin to loose maternal an
tibodies by day 35. Many adult cats in multicat 
populations are nonsymptomatic carriers of feline 
rhinotracheitis virus. Kittens that are allowed any 
exposure to these adult cats may develop rhino-

If you would like to have a question on feline 
health answered in this column, please write 
to:

Cornell Feline H ealth Center 
PO C/M ail Bag f
College o f  Veterinary M edicine 
Ithaca, N Y  14853-6401



Honor Roll

D uring the last few months the following individuals have contributed $100 or more to support the C or
nell Feline H ealth Center’s w ork on feline diseases. W e are most grateful for their support. W e also wish 
to thank those individuals who have also contributed, but who are not listed on the honor roll.

Name  ______
Lyn and Jim Enright, Virginia
Mary Draper and Gus Poulos, New York
The Friedman Family, New Jersey
Cynthia Hirtzel and R. Rajagopalan, New York

Mr. and Mrs. William Lovett, California
Mr. and Mrs. Ellice McDonald, Delaware
William and Doris Miller, Rhode Island
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Monahan, New Jersey
Morris Animal Inn, New Jersey
Cynthia Olszewski, New York
Dorothy Palmer, California
Lucille Patinella, New York
Helen Shepard, New York
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Siskel, Florida
Jane Winland and Allen Foresta, New York

Contributing Membership
A  Country Cat House, Florida 
Mary Bowman, Connecticut 
Phill Gill, Virginia 
Dolores C. Jenkins, Florida 
Stephanie Phillipps, Washington, D.C.
Maryellen Schutz, New York

Patron Membership
M. McDunn, Pennsylvania (In memory of Fribble, Fuzzy, 

Photo, Dooley, and Squeaky)

Cat Clubs
W e also wish to express our thanks to the following 
cat clubs that have supported our efforts by distribut
ing inform ation and/or providing monetary support. 

Classic Cat Fanciers Association, Canada 
Garden State Cat Club, New Jersey 
Illini Cat Club, Illinois 
Illinois and Iowa Cat Fanciers, Illinois 
Manasota Cat Fanciers, Florida 
Mark Twain Feline Fanciers, Missouri 
North Shore Cat Club, Indiana

Funds given for:
In memory of Cat and Fish 
Pumpkin Draper Memorial Fund 
Pumpkin Draper Memorial Fund 
In memory of Smoke and Electra and 

In honor of Dr. Kathy Smith 
In memory of Bib ’N  Tucker 
General Contribution
In loving memory of Blacky, Big Princess, and Little Princess
General Donation
In honor of Dr. Jane Bicks
In memory of Cracker
General Donation
In memory of Peter
Dr. Louis J. Camuti Memorial Fund
In honor of Woodie
In memory of Chuck
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Dr. Wuori Retires

D r. Leo A . W uori retired on October 30 after 
working eight years for the C ornell Feline Health 
Center. D uring that time he held the positions of 
Assistant D irector and Special Consultant. H e 
was instrum ental in  obtaining industrial support 
for the center as w ell as being a liaison with alum
ni and bequestors. H e also is one of the authors of 
The Cornell B ook o f  Cats. P rior to his employment 
with the center he was in private practice for 38 
years.

D r. W uori is a 1942 graduate of the College of 
Veterinary M edicine at C ornell University. H e 
has been an active alumnus, serving on various col
lege committees.

W e wish him w ell, as he moves to the warmer 
climate of Georgia.

Cornell Feline Health Center 

Cornell University 

College of Veterinary Medicine 

Ithaca, New York 14853

Dean Phemistcr (left) presented a Cornell rocking chair to 
Dr. Wuori (right) at a special reception on October 27.


