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Diet May Cause Urinary Tract Problems
The relationship between diet 

and the development of feline urol
ogic syndrome—more accurately 
called feline lower urinary tract 
disease (FLUTD)— is not com
pletely understood. However, if the 
disease is caused or complicated 
by the formation or entrapment of a 
mineral called struvite in the blad
der or urethra, a diet designed to 
minimize its production should be 
helpful in prevention.

Basically two forms of struvite 
precipitates are associated with

FLUTD— uroliths and urethral 
plugs. Uroliths are hard, stone-like 
substances that can be found 
anywhere in the urinary tract. Ure
thral plugs are softer with a tooth
paste consistency and are a major 
cause of urethral obstructions in 
male cats.

Diet plays a major role in stru
vite formation in cats. Specifically, 
the pH of the urine that is produced 
by the diet, and to a lesser extent, 
the amount of magnesium in the 
diet, determine whether or not stru-

Selecting Flea Control Products
An effective flea control pro

gram requires treating the envi
ronment—indoor and outdoor— 
and the animals at the same time. 
Organophosphates, carbamates, 
cholorinated hydrocarbons, and 
botanicals (e.g., pyrethrin and 
methoprene) are used in flea prod
ucts. These chemicals are sold in 
different formulations, including 
shampoos, dips, powders, dusts,
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vite will precipitate in the urine. Many 
veteri- 
n a r y 
n u t r i 
tionists agree 
that the feeding 
of a diet that re
sults in the for
mation of an 
acidic urine and 
contains less 
than 20 mg/kCal of dietary magne
sium is the best way to prevent uri
nary struvite in those cats that are 
predisposed to the disorder.

sprays, foams, foggers, and col
lars.

The product you choose should 
provide a quick kill of the flea popu
lation, but also provide residual 
coverage to prevent immature fleas 
from developing into adult fleas. 
Also consider any regional resis
tance to insecticides when select
ing a product. Some chemicals are 
quickly broken down by ultraviolet 
light and therefore are most effec
tive indoors. Reading and under
standing the product labels is cru
cial when selecting an insecticide.

Several chemicals currently on 
the market are unsafe for use on 
cats. If you are uncertain about a 
product’s safety consult with your 
veterinarian.

Antifreeze Poisoning
Antifreeze poisoning of ani

mals is most common during the 
autumn months when radiator 
fluid is being changed. However, 
it can also occur during the hot 
summer months when radiators 
become overheated and over
flow.

Cats that have been poi
soned by antifreeze will vomit 
and appear uncoordinated. The 
signs progress to depression, 
weakness, diarrhea, coma and 
death within 24 to 48 hours.

Treatment for antifreeze poi
soning must be started as early 
as possible. A delay of greater 
than 4 to 12 hours can prove 
fatal.
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