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A, B, C ’s of Vitamin Nutrition
and other fat absorption 
problems.

Several vitamins are un
stable andtheirdestruction 
may be promoted by light, 
heat, oxidation, moisture, 
fat rancidity, and combina
tions with certain minerals. 
Vitamins that are unstable 
and lost during pet food 
processing methods are re
plenished by the manufac-

Feline Bronchial Diseases
Coughing, wheezing and shortness 

of breath are associated most com
monly with bronchial diseases. Bron
chial diseases occur when the lungs’ 
air passages are obstructed or re
stricted, thus decreasing air flow. Un
fortunately, cats may be more suscep
tible to bronchial diseases than other 
animals because they have more 
seromucous bronchial glands and a

The information for Feline Forum  has 
been prepared by the Cornell Feline Health 
Center, Cornell College of V eterinary 
Medicine, Ithaca, NY. Copyright 1992.

.iUNTMEv,

iPCTTi

turerto meet the minimum daily recom
mended amounts as specified by the 
National Research Council.

If you feed your cat a complete and 
balanced ration there is no need to sup
plement its diet with additional vita
mins. In fact, overdosing of vitamins 
can be just as harmful to your cat’s 
health as a deficiency.

thick bronchial wall which can constrict 
the bronchial tubes.

Although coughing and shortness 
of breath are typical signs of bronchial 
disease, these signs can indicate other 
conditions such as heart problems, 
feline infectious peritonitis, or tumors. 
Since all these diseases are serious, 
you should schedule an appointment 
with a veterinarian if your cat displays 
any of these signs.

Treatment for bronchial diseases 
consists of relieving the bronchial ob
struction and restriction, controlling 
coughing and secretions, eliminating 
or preventing bacterial infections, and 
controlling further complications. Pre
scribed drugs may include bronchodi- 
lators, corticosteroids, or antibiotics.

Protect Against 
Rabies

Rabies continues to be a serious 
problem in the Northeast, Midwest 
and Southwest United States. It is a 
deadly disease, but one that can be 
prevented by vaccinating your pets.

Outdoor cats are at a greater risk 
because they have more opportu
nity to come in contact with rabid 
wildlife. Therefore, it is especially 
important that these animals are 
vaccinated on a regular schedule. 
Kittens can be vaccinated as early 
as 12 weeks of age. Cats should be 
revaccinated in one year. Thereaf
ter, a booster will provide protection 
against rabies.

Rem em ber, vaccination  can 
mean the difference between life 
and death of your pet, and the pos
sible infection of you and your fam
ily.

Vitamins are just one of five 
classes of nutrients that a cat 
needs to sustain life. The pri
mary function of vitamins is to 
assist in body metabolism. Vi
tamins are categorized 
eitherfat-solubleor 
water-soluble. De
ficiencies of fat-sol
uble vitamins (A, D,
E and K) occur in 
cases of pancreatic 
in s u f f i c ie n c y ,  
chronic diarrhea,



A, B, C ’s of Vitamin Nutrition
Vitamins are just one of five 

classes of nutrients that a cat 
needs to sustain life. The pri
mary function of vitamins is to 
assist in body metabolism. Vi
tamins are categorized as ei
ther fat-soluble or water-sol
uble. Deficiencies of fat-sol
uble vitamins (A, D, E and K) 
occur in cases of pancreatic 
insufficiency, chronicdiarrhea, 
and other fat absorption prob
lems.

Several vitam ins are un
stable and their destruction 
may be promoted by light, 
heat, oxidation, moisture, fat 
rancidity, and combinations 
with certain minerals. Vitamins 
that are unstable and lost 
during pet food processing 
methods are replenished by

the manufacturerto 
m eet the  
m in im u m  
d a ily  re c 
o m m e n d 
ed amounts 
as specified 
by the Na- 
tion-al Research Council.

If you feed your cat a com 
plete and balanced ration there 
is no need to supplement its 
diet with additional vitamins. In 
fact, overdosing of vitaminscan 
be just as harmful to your cat’s 
health as a deficiency.
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Feline Bronchial Diseases
Coughing, wheezing, and shortness of breath are associated 

most commonly with bronchial diseases. Bronchial diseases 
occur when the lungs’ air passages are obstructed or restricted, 
thus decreasing a irflow . Unfortunately, cats may be more sus
ceptible to bronchial diseases than other animals because they 
have more seromucous bronchial glands and a thick bronchial 
wall which can constrict the bronchial tubes.

Although coughing and shortness of breath are typical signs 
of bronchial disease, these signs can indicate other conditions 
such as heart problems, feline infectious peritonitis, or tumors. 
Since all these diseases are serious, you should schedule an 
appointment with a veterinarian if your cat displays any of these 
signs.

Treatment for bronchial diseases consists of relieving the 
bronchial obstruction and restriction, controlling coughing and 
secretions, eliminating or preventing bacterial infections, and 
controlling further complications. Prescribed drugs may include 
bronchodilators, corticosteroids, or antibiotics.

Protect Against 
Rabies

Rabies continues to be a 
serious problem in the North
east, Midwest and Southwest 
United States. It is a deadly 
disease, but one that can be 
prevented by vaccinating your 
pets.

O u tdo o r cats are at a 
g reater risk because they 
have more opportun ity to 
come in contact with rabid 
wildlife. Therefore, it is espe
cially important that these 
animals are vaccinated on a 
regular schedule. Kittenscan 
be vaccinated as early as 12 
weeks of age. Cats should be 
revaccinated in one year. 
Thereafter, a booster will 
provide protection against ra
bies.

Rem em ber, vaccination  
can mean the difference be
tween life and death of your 
pet, and the possible infec
tion of you and your family.


