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The Lodge Windows 

1902 Lehman Window 

The Lehman Window, the gift of Brother Sigmund Meyer Lehman ‘79 (d. 1930), is believed to 

be the first stained glass window installed in the Cornell Deke House.
1
 Positioned on the east 

wall of the stairwell at the third floor level, it depicts the following devices:  

 a green wreath encircling a scroll that bears the Greek letters, ΔΚΕ; and 

 two burning torches placed on either side of the above device.  

 

Measurements of this window are not available. 

                                                 

1
Delta Chi Chapter Meeting Minutes (CMM), 10 May 1902: “The Curator reports arrival of the window presented by 

Bro. [Sigmund Meyer] Lehman ‘79.” CMM originals are located in the DKE Depository (Collection 37-4-1535), 

Division of Rare and Manuscript Collections (CU-DRMC), Carl A. Kroch Library, Cornell University, Ithaca 

NY 14853. Aldice G. Warren, Ed., Catalogue of the Delta Kappa Epsilon Fraternity (New York: DKE Council, 

1910), p. 1009: Brother Lehman gave his profession as “merchant... member of Lehman Brothers, Merchants, New 

York NY [since] 1880.” CMM, 17 May 1902: “The Curator “reports that the ‘Window’ presented by Bros. [sic] 

Lehman has been put in place.” 
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1907 Memorial Windows  

The primary stained glass art works, Memorials #1 and #2 (left and right below), are attributed to 

Frederick Stymetz Lamb (b. New York, 24 June 1863, d. Ft. Bragg CA, 9 July 1928) who also 

painted the Cornell mural, “Gloria in Excelsis,” in Sage Memorial Chapel.
2
 Both windows 

measure 36 by 61 inches. Ordered on 19 August 1903 by Brother John DeWitt Warner ‘72, the 

two windows were not completed until 1907 when they were installed in the lodge.
3
 They 

commemorate those brothers who died before the 1893 lodge was built and occupied.  

  

                                                 

2
 Biographical Sketches of American Artists, Fifth Edition, Revised and Enlarged (Lansing MI: Michigan State Library, 

1924), p. 184. Dr. David Adams, Assistant Professor of Art History, University of Minnesota, letter to HWF, dated 

20 May 1988. 
3
 Ms. Gail Bardhan, Audiovisual Librarian, Rakow Library, Corning Museum of Glass, Corning NY, letter to HWF 

dated 17 June 1991. Order books #1509-G6415, J & R Lamb Studios, New York NY and Philomont NY, 

1895-1986, 5 volumes (microfilm, R-731-32, Rakow Library). Items: (1) p. 48, order #3203 placed by John DeWitt 

Warner, 54 William Street NYC, on 19 August 1903, (2) p. 52, carried over to 1904, (3) p. 69, carried over to 

1905, (4) carried over to 1906, and (5) pp. 105-6, assigned new order #3356, 19 Jan 1907. 
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Appendix A provides a transcription of Memorial #1. Memorial #2 bears a multichromatic 

decorative pattern about the perimeter and the following three devices in the center pane: 

 the coat of arms of the Delta Chi Chapter of Delta Kappa Epsilon against a diagonally 

cross hatched background;  

 a depiction of that scene showing Achilles mourning over the body of his slain friend, 

Patroclus, at the time his goddess mother, Thetis, delivers her son’s new battle armor 

made by Hephaistos, the god of fire; and  

 the text of lines 8 – 11, Book XIX, from Homer’s Iliad. 

The mourning scene and six identical flowers in the perimeter pattern are almost entirely hand 

painted. The four corners of this window are decorated with the Greek letters Δ (in gules) and Χ 

(in azure) superimposed and interlaced.  

The illustration is based on Copperplate #27, engraved by Tommaso Piroli (1750 – 1824) in 

Rome, 1793, from a drawing by John Flaxman R.A. (1755 – 1826), commissioned by Georgiana 

Hare-Naylor (née Shipley, d. 1806). The Iliad of Homer by Flaxman (London: Printed for 

Longman, Hurst, Rees & Orme, Paternoster Row, R.H. Evans, Pall Mall, W. Miller, Albemarle 

Street, & I. & A. Arch, Cornhill, 1805), 39 leaves of plates. 

Thetis Bringing the Armour to Achilles 

 

Th' immortal Arms the goddess mother bears  

Swift to her Son; her Son she finds in tears,  

Stretch'd o'er Patrocle's corse [corpse]. 
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Two details (to compensate for reflections) of the mourning scene follow.
4
 

    

A detail of the text from the window follows.
5
 

 

‘τέκνον ἐμὸν τοῦτον μὲν ἐάσομεν ἀχνύμενοί περ 

κεῖσθαι, ἐπεὶ δὴ πρῶτα θεῶν ἰότητι δαμάσθη: 

τύνη δ᾽ Ἡφαίστοιο πάρα κλυτὰ τεύχεα δέξο 

καλὰ μάλ᾽, οἷ᾽ οὔ πώ τις ἀνὴρ ὤμοισι φόρησεν. 

                                                 

4
 WSH photographs P6110343.JPG and P6110346.JPG taken on 11 June 2006. 

5
 Detail from WSH photograph P6110344.JPG taken on 11 June 2006. 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=te%2Fknon&la=greek&can=te%2Fknon0&prior=o)no/maze
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29mo%5Cn&la=greek&can=e%29mo%5Cn0&prior=te/knon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tou%3Dton&la=greek&can=tou%3Dton0&prior=e)mo/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%5Cn&la=greek&can=me%5Cn1&prior=tou=ton
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29a%2Fsomen&la=greek&can=e%29a%2Fsomen0&prior=me/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29xnu%2Fmenoi%2F&la=greek&can=a%29xnu%2Fmenoi%2F0&prior=e)a/somen
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=per&la=greek&can=per0&prior=a)xnu/menoi/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kei%3Dsqai&la=greek&can=kei%3Dsqai0&prior=per
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29pei%5C&la=greek&can=e%29pei%5C0&prior=kei=sqai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dh%5C&la=greek&can=dh%5C0&prior=e)pei/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=prw%3Dta&la=greek&can=prw%3Dta0&prior=dh/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=qew%3Dn&la=greek&can=qew%3Dn0&prior=prw=ta
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=i%29o%2Fthti&la=greek&can=i%29o%2Fthti0&prior=qew=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dama%2Fsqh&la=greek&can=dama%2Fsqh0&prior=i)o/thti
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tu%2Fnh&la=greek&can=tu%2Fnh0&prior=dama/sqh
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=d%27&la=greek&can=d%273&prior=tu/nh
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*%28hfai%2Fstoio&la=greek&can=*%28hfai%2Fstoio0&prior=d'
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pa%2Fra&la=greek&can=pa%2Fra1&prior=*(hfai/stoio
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kluta%5C&la=greek&can=kluta%5C0&prior=pa/ra
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=teu%2Fxea&la=greek&can=teu%2Fxea0&prior=kluta/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%2Fco&la=greek&can=de%2Fco0&prior=teu/xea
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kala%5C&la=greek&can=kala%5C0&prior=de/co
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ma%2Fl%27&la=greek&can=ma%2Fl%270&prior=kala/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=oi%28%3D%27&la=greek&can=oi%28%3D%270&prior=ma/l'
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29%2F&la=greek&can=ou%29%2F0&prior=oi(='
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pw%2F&la=greek&can=pw%2F0&prior=ou)/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tis&la=greek&can=tis0&prior=pw/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29nh%5Cr&la=greek&can=a%29nh%5Cr0&prior=tis
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=w%29%2Fmoisi&la=greek&can=w%29%2Fmoisi0&prior=a)nh/r
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=fo%2Frhsen&la=greek&can=fo%2Frhsen0&prior=w)/moisi
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Leave we the dead, my son, since it hath pleased  

The gods that he should fall; and now receive  

This sumptuous armor, forged by Vulcan’s hand,  

Beautiful, such as no man ever wore. 

 

William Cullen Bryant (1794 – 1878), tr., The Iliad of Homer, (Boston: Houghton, Mifflin and 

Company, 1870), p. 191. Book XIX, lines 1−11. 

Brother John DeWitt Warner ‘72 was clearly the artistic influence behind these two windows as 

evidenced by his 1883 poem, “Our Aegis.”
6
 Details concerning the dedication ceremony for these 

windows have been lost.
7
 Back lighting for the two principal windows, a gift of the freshman 

class, was installed in 1908.
8
 

A brass plaque bearing the below inscription is attached to the wall immediately to the left of the 

south window. The cited restoration work was completed in 1982. The names of the firm or the 

artisans involved are not known.  

THE RENOVATION OF 

THESE ALUMNI MEMORIAL WINDOWS 

IS DONE THIS YEAR IN THE MEMORY OF 

HAROLD R. “CHICK” LABONTE ‘26 

WITH GRATITUDE FOR HIS 55 YEARS  

OF DEVOTED SERVICE TO THE 

DELTA CHI CHAPTER OF DELTA KAPPA EPSILON 

 

Authentication 

The information and commentary conveyed herewith were obtained during the 1987−88 inquiry 

that established the source of the principal memorial windows. The inquiry began by compiling a 

list of the stained glass studios operating in the Eastern region of the United States circa 

1902−07.  

 Tiffany Glass & Decorating Company (New York);  

 Frederick Crowninshield (New York);  

                                                 

6
 John DeWitt Warner, “Our Aegis,” The Delta Epsilon Quarterly, I, No. 1 (Jan 1883), 3-6. Cf. ΔΧ of ΔΚΕ Special 

Study #10: ΔΚΕ Poems and Songs, 28-Jul-2006. http://hdl.handle.net/1813/3367 
7
 CMM, 9 Dec 1929: “Literary exercises: Brother [Albert Joseph] Hoole ‘32 reads an account of the presentation of the 

memorial windows.” 
8
 CMM, 17 Dec 1907: A motion proposed by Brother Howard Lee Snider ‘08 “that an appropriation not to exceed $30 

be made to put lights [in] back of the memorial windows” loses. CMM, 11 Jan 1908: A motion introduced by 

Brother Howard Lee Snider ‘08 “that a vote of thanks be given to the freshman class for their gift of lights behind 

[the] Hall windows” carries. 

http://hdl.handle.net/1813/3367
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 John LaFarge;  

 Frederick Lamb Studios (New York);  

 Heinigke & Bowen (New York);  

 Heuser & Hausleiter (New York);  

 Charles S. Allen (New York);  

 H. W. Young (New York);  

 Francis Lathrop (New York);  

 William Willet (Philadelphia);  

 Harry E. Goodhue (Boston);  

 Charles Connick (Boston); and  

 Healy & Millet (Chicago).  

The following opinions from individuals who either inspected the windows or had particular 

expertise in American stained glass were received:  

 Ms. Mary E. Gallagher, a specialist in architectural preservation headquartered in San 

Francisco, examined these windows in 1981 and speculated that they might be the work 

of Louis Comfort Tiffany.  

 Thomas W. Leavitt, Director of the Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art at Cornell, has 

expressed the opinion “that stylistically, there is a possibility that the Tiffany Studio 

created the windows.”  

 The Boston Public Library checked the 1910 pamphlet, “A Partial List of [Tiffany] 

Windows,” 2nd edition, and found no mention of an art work matching the descriptions 

of the Deke House Memorial Windows.  

 Mr. Ted Goodman of the Avery Architectural and Fine Arts Library at Columbia 

University confirmed the above result.  

 Ms. Helene Weis, a contributing editor for Stained Glass, advised that there is no reason 

to believe that the windows might have come from the Willet Studios in Philadelphia.  

 Alastair Duncan, a consultant to Christie, Manson & Woods International, Inc., believed 

that the studios of both Tiffany and John LaFarge might be ruled out as possible sources 

on grounds of design and the character of the glass. 

 Virginia C. Raguin, Associate Professor in the Department of Visual Arts at the College 

of the Holy Cross and Director of the Census of Stained Glass Windows in America 

program, pointed out that “Neither of the windows shows any specific Tiffany 

characteristic of drapery glass, jewel work, or figure or calligraphic style.” She noted a 

thematic similarity between the south window and a trio of windows produced by Frank 

Crowninshield (b. 27 Nov 1845, d. 13 Sep 1918) for Harvard Memorial Hall (1883-8).  

 James O’Hara of Pike Stained Glass Studios, Inc., Rochester NY, stated that the two 

principal windows “look to me to have come from some New York City shop. The one 

with the figures about 1910 and the one with the lettering around 1920. I am pretty sure 
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they were not from Tiffany. He never worked with such detailed medieval style 

ornament.” He also thought, “The window with the lettering I consider very good.”  

 James L. Sturm, Associate Professor of History at the College of Staten Island, stated the 

windows “are quite surely American, and date from the period between about 1890 and 

the 1920’s.”  

 Ward M. Stanley, Professor of Design History at the University of the Arts in 

Philadelphia PA, personally examined the windows and considered the one with the 

figures to be “eclectic” and the other to be the better of the two.  

 Cleota Reed, Research Associate at the College of Arts and Sciences, Syracuse 

University, wrote “that there is no evidence that your windows were made by the Keck 

Studio.” 

 Donald Samick, President of Lamb Studios, Philmont NY, wrote, “I think that Virginia 

Raguin may have hit upon something with Frank Crowninshield because of the windows 

at Memorial Hall. I have seen them up close, (to the touch) and agree with her.”  

 

1910 Minor Lunette Windows 

Each of the four small lunette windows in the chapter room has a span of 54 inches. There is no 

further information concerning these windows. 

 

1910 ΔKE Arms Lunette Window 

The principal lunette window in the lodge’s chapter room depicts the arms of the Fraternity with 

rampant lion supporters. The decorative border includes four representations of a helmet with 

closed visor, a device incorporated in the chapter’s armorial bearings. No information concerning 

the source of this window is available.  
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Appendices 

Appendix A: Transcription of Memorial Window #1 

Memorial #1 bears a multicolored floral pattern about the perimeter and the following inscription 

in the center pane. 

 

 

By their brethren living to 

see fulfilled Delta Chi’s 

hope for a permanent home 

In Memory of William Wint 

erborne Sabin Henry Kinn 

ey Hause Frank Daniel Ben 

nitt Samuel Knox Johnson 

Jay Glasford Perry Elroy De 

los Sherman Lenox W Simp 

son Howard Norton Pomaroy 

Lewis Cass Van Horne Henr 

y Alexander Cramplin Geo 

rge Martin Ernest Harar 

smth Jr Isaac Morse Und 

erhill William Edgar Hug 

ill Percival Henry Chand 

ler William Root Everett 

Clinton Eugene Strong 

Taken while we yet waited 

These windows are dedicated 

+ ADMDCCCXCIV+ 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

 

Detail from WSH Photograph P6110351.JPG 

taken on 11 June 2006. 
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The following list tabulates the Delta Chi chapter accession number, name, class year and date of 

death of the brothers cited in the inscription:  

 

15 William Winterhouse Sabin ‘72 87 

25 Henry Kinney Hause ‘75 12 Sep 83 

26 Frank Daniel Bennitt ‘75 4 Nov 78 

24 Samuel Knox Johnson ‘75 22 Sep 75 

42 Jay Glasford Perry ‘77 75 

47 Elroy Delos Sherman ‘ 77  15 Mar 84 

44 Lenox W. Simpson ‘77  Mar 88 

87 Howard Norton Pomeroy ‘78 25 Aug 84 

66 Lewis Cass Van Horne ‘79  22 Nov 82 

89 Henry Alexander Cramplin ‘80  25 Oct 87 

84 George Martin ‘81  7 Jan 90 

129 Ernest Hebersmith, Jr. ‘85 

74 Isaac Morse Underhill ‘80 26 Apr 89 

148 William Edgar Hugill ‘86 11 Jul 86 

171 Percival Henry Chandler ‘91 13 Oct 89 

169 William Root Everett ‘91 22 Nov 91 

209 Clinton Eugene Strong ‘93 12 Jun 92 

 

There appear to be two minor discrepancies with regard to the names: (1) Brother Sabin’s middle 

name, and (2) Brother Hebersmith’s last name. 
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Appendix B: Translations of the Passage from Homer’s Iliad 

The complete passage in Greek, Book XIX, lines 1−11, follows.
9
 

Ἠὼς μὲν κροκόπεπλος ἀπ᾽ Ὠκεανοῖο ῥοάων 
ὄρνυθ᾽, ἵν᾽ ἀθανάτοισι φόως φέροι ἠδὲ βροτοῖσιν: 
ἣ δ᾽ ἐς νῆας ἵκανε θεοῦ πάρα δῶρα φέρουσα. 
εὗρε δὲ Πατρόκλῳ περικείμενον ὃν φίλον υἱὸν 
5κλαίοντα λιγέως: πολέες δ᾽ ἀμφ᾽ αὐτὸν ἑταῖροι 
μύρονθ᾽: ἣ δ᾽ ἐν τοῖσι παρίστατο δῖα θεάων, 
ἔν τ᾽ ἄρα οἱ φῦ χειρὶ ἔπος τ᾽ ἔφατ᾽ ἔκ τ᾽ ὀνόμαζε: 
‘τέκνον ἐμὸν τοῦτον μὲν ἐάσομεν ἀχνύμενοί περ 
κεῖσθαι, ἐπεὶ δὴ πρῶτα θεῶν ἰότητι δαμάσθη: 
10τύνη δ᾽ Ἡφαίστοιο πάρα κλυτὰ τεύχεα δέξο 
καλὰ μάλ᾽, οἷ᾽ οὔ πώ τις ἀνὴρ ὤμοισι φόρησεν. 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0133%3Abook%3

D19%3Acard%3D1 

The William Cullen Bryant translation (1870) is central to the tradition and secret ritual of the 

Deke House at Cornell.
10

  

In saffron-colored mantle from the tides 

Of Ocean rose the Morning to meet light 

To gods and men, when Thetis reached the fleet, 

Bringing the gift of Vulcan. There she found 

Her son, who, bending o’er Patroclus, wept 

Aloud, and all around a troop of friends 

Lamented bitterly. Beside him stood 

The glorious goddess, took his hand and said: 

“Leave we the dead, my son, since it hath pleased  

The gods that he should fall; and now receive  

This sumptuous armor, forged by Vulcan’s hand,  

Beautiful, such as no man ever wore. 

For comparison the translations of other authors follow. 

1611 ──George Chapman.
11

  

The Morne arose and from the Ocean, in her saffron robe, 

Gave light to all, as well to gods as men of th’ under globe. 

Thetis stoopt home, and found the prostrate person of her sonne 

About his friend, still pouring out himselfe in passion, 

                                                 

 
9
 David B. Monro and Thomas W. Allen, eds., Homeri Operi, Third Edition (Oxford: Clarenden Press), II.  

 
10

 William Cullen Bryant, tr., The Iliad of Homer, (Boston: Houghton, Mifflin and Company, 1870), p. 191. 

 
11

 Allardyce Nicoll, ed., Chapman’s Homer (Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press, 1956), I, p. 391. 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*%29hw%5Cs&la=greek&can=*%29hw%5Cs0
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%5Cn&la=greek&can=me%5Cn0&prior=*)hw/s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kroko%2Fpeplos&la=greek&can=kroko%2Fpeplos0&prior=me/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29p%27&la=greek&can=a%29p%270&prior=kroko/peplos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*%29wkeanoi%3Do&la=greek&can=*%29wkeanoi%3Do0&prior=a)p'
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=r%28oa%2Fwn&la=greek&can=r%28oa%2Fwn0&prior=*)wkeanoi=o
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%29%2Frnuq%27&la=greek&can=o%29%2Frnuq%270&prior=r(oa/wn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=i%28%2Fn%27&la=greek&can=i%28%2Fn%270&prior=o)/rnuq'
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29qana%2Ftoisi&la=greek&can=a%29qana%2Ftoisi0&prior=i(/n'
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=fo%2Fws&la=greek&can=fo%2Fws0&prior=a)qana/toisi
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=fe%2Froi&la=greek&can=fe%2Froi0&prior=fo/ws
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29de%5C&la=greek&can=h%29de%5C0&prior=fe/roi
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=brotoi%3Dsin&la=greek&can=brotoi%3Dsin0&prior=h)de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%28%5C&la=greek&can=h%28%5C0&prior=brotoi=sin
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=d%27&la=greek&can=d%270&prior=h(/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29s&la=greek&can=e%29s0&prior=d'
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=nh%3Das&la=greek&can=nh%3Das0&prior=e)s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=i%28%2Fkane&la=greek&can=i%28%2Fkane0&prior=nh=as
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=qeou%3D&la=greek&can=qeou%3D0&prior=i(/kane
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pa%2Fra&la=greek&can=pa%2Fra0&prior=qeou=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dw%3Dra&la=greek&can=dw%3Dra0&prior=pa/ra
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=fe%2Frousa&la=greek&can=fe%2Frousa0&prior=dw=ra
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=eu%28%3Dre&la=greek&can=eu%28%3Dre0&prior=fe/rousa
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C0&prior=eu(=re
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*patro%2Fklw%7C&la=greek&can=*patro%2Fklw%7C0&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=perikei%2Fmenon&la=greek&can=perikei%2Fmenon0&prior=*patro/klw|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28%5Cn&la=greek&can=o%28%5Cn0&prior=perikei/menon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=fi%2Flon&la=greek&can=fi%2Flon0&prior=o(/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ui%28o%5Cn&la=greek&can=ui%28o%5Cn0&prior=fi/lon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=klai%2Fonta&la=greek&can=klai%2Fonta0&prior=ui(o/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=lige%2Fws&la=greek&can=lige%2Fws0&prior=klai/onta
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pole%2Fes&la=greek&can=pole%2Fes0&prior=lige/ws
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A number more being heavy consorts to him in his cares. 

Amongst them all Thetis appear’d, and, cacred comforters,  

Made these short words: “Though we must grieve, yet beare it thus, my son:  

It was no man that prostrated in this sad fashion  

Thy dearest friend; it was a god that first laid on his hand,  

Whose will is law: the gods’ decrees no humane must withstand.  

Do thou embrace this Fabricke of a god, whose hand before  

Nere forg’d the like, and such as yet no humane shoulder wore.”  

1868 ──Philip Stanhope Worsley.
12

 

Now, bearing gods and mortals light and heat, 

Eos rose up from Ocean’s stream profound; 

And with her burden Thetis reached the fleet. 

Stretched by Patroclus’ side her son she found, 

Lamenting shrill: and many friends around 

Wept: and the goddess passed through the sad train, 

And clasped his hand, and breathed a tender sound: 

“Now let the dead be dead, though sore our pain,  

My darling, since ‘twas Heaven that stretched him on the plain:  

“But thou this armor from Hephaestus take,  

Whose glory none till now did e’er endue.”  

1888 ──Arthur S. Way.
13

  

Now Dawn the saffron-mantled up from the Ocean-streams 

Arose, to Immortals and mortals to bring the new day’s beams; 

And, bearing the gift of the God, to the galleys had Thetis won. 

There lying and clasping Patroclus she found her belovèd son; 

And his wail rang wild and high; and his companions, a warrior band, 

Mourned round: but now did the Goddess devine in the midst of them stand, 

And she spake and she uttered the word, as her fingers enfolded his hand: 

“My child, this man will we leave, for all our heart-sick pain,  

To lie here, seeing that he by the will of the Gods hath been slain. 

But thou, the gift of Hephaistus, the glorious arms, take thou,  

Most fair, whose like no man on his shoulders hath borne ere now.”  

1911 ──Andrew Lang, Walter Leaf and Ernest Myers.
14

  

Now Morning saffron-robed arose from the streams of Ocean to bring light to 

godss and men, and Thetic came to the ships, bearing his gift from the god. Her 

dear son she found fallen about Patroklos and uttering lous lament; and round him 
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Rivington Limited, 1888). 
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many of his company made moan. And the bright godded stood beside him in 

their midst, and clasped her hand to his and apake and called upon his name: “My 

child, him who lieth here we must let be, for all our pain, for by the will of gods 

from the beginning was he brought low. But thou take from Hephaistos arms of 

pride, arms passing goodly, such as no man on his shoulders yet hath bourne.” 

1943 ──Alexander Pope.
15

 

Soon as Aurora heaved her Orient head 

Above the waves, that blush’d with early red, 

(With new-born day to gladden mortal sight, 

And gild the courts of heaven with sacred light.) 

The immortal arms the goddess-mother bears 

Swift to her son: her son she finds in tears 

Stretch’d o’er Patroclus’ corse; while all the rest 

Their sovereign’s sorrows in their own express’d. 

A ray devine her heavenly presence shed, 

And thus, his hand soft touching, Thetis said: 

 “Suppress, my son, this rage of grief, and know;  

It was not man, but heaven, that gave the blow;  

Behold what arms by Vulcan are bestow’d,  

Arms worthy thee, or fit to grace a god.”  

1944 ──William Benjamin Smith and Walter Miller.
16

 

Dawn in her mantle of saffron had now from the currents of Ocean  

Risen, to bring new light unto mortals and unto immortals, 

Even as Thetis came bring the gifts from the god to the galleys. 

Fallen she found her well loved son on the corse of Patroclus, 

Wailing in lound lamentation, and many a comrade about thim 

Mourned. And among them came the goddess devine and stood by him, 

Clasped his hand in her own, and apake a word and addressed him: 

 “This, thy companion, my child, we must let lie, even though griev- 

Sore, since truly his death from the first was appointed of Heaven.  

Thou, however, receive from Hephaestus this glorious armor,  

Passingly fair; the like ne’er yet man wore on his shoulders.”  

1950 ──E. V. Rieu.
17

  

As Dawn in her saffron mantle rose from the river of Ocean to bring daylight to 

the immortals and to men, Thetis reached the ships with the god’s gifts in her 

hands. She found her son Achilles prostrate with his arms round Patroclus. He 
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was weeping bitterly, and many of his men stood round him wailing. The gracious 

goddess went up to them and taking her son’s hand in her own she said to him: 

‘My child, the man who lies here was struck down by the will of heaven. No grief 

of ours can alter that. So let him be now, and receive this splendid armor I have 

brought you from Hephaestus, armor more beautiful than any man has ever worn.’ 

1959 ──Robert Graves.
18

  

Rising from her bed-chamber 

 Where Ocean’s waters wind, 

DAWN, saffron-robed, brought daylight 

 To gods and mankind 

At which early hour Thetis the Silver-Footed reach the Greek camp. Achilles still 

lay on the ground beside Patroclus’ corpse, lamenting hopelessly among a large 

crown of Myrmidons. She took his hand in hers and cried: ‘Dear child! Leave him 

for a while, however profound your grief. Remember: the Immortals decided his 

fate from the very beginning. See what I have here: gifts to make you proud--the 

most glorious armor man ever wore!’  

1961 ──Richard Lattimore.
19

  

Now Dawn the yellow-robed arose from the river of Ocean 

to carry her light to men and immortals. And Thetis 

came to the ships and carried with her the gifts of Hephaistos. 

She found her beloved son lying in the arms of Patroklos 

Crying shrill, and his companions in their numbers about him 

mourned. She, shining among divinities, stood there beside them. 

She clung to her son’s hand and called him by name and spoke to him: 

‘My child, now, though we grieve for him, we must let this man lie 

dead, in the way he first was killed through the gods’ designing.  

Accept rather from me the glorious arms of Hephaistos,  

so splendid, and such as no man has ever worn on his shoulders.’  

1963 ──Ennis Rees.
20

  

As Crocus-clad Dawn arose from Oceanus’ stream, 

That she might bring light to gods and mortal men, 

Thetis arrived at the ships with the gifts from Hephaestus. 

There she found her dear son embracing Patroclus 

And wailing, while round him his comrades stood weeping. At once 

The Bright goddess stood by his side among them, took 

His hand warmly in hers, and spoke to him thus: 

 “My child,  
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In spite of our grief, we must allow this man  

To lie as he is, since now he is dead forever  

By will of the gods. But take from Hephaestus this glorious  

War-gear, more exquisite armor than any man yet  

Has worn on his shoulders.”  

1974 ──Robert Fitzgerald.
21

  

Dawn in her yellow robe rose in the east 

Out of the flowing Ocean, bearing light 

For deathless gods and mortal men. And Thetis 

Brought to the beach her gifts from the god of fire. 

She found her dear son lying beside Patróklos, 

Wailing, while his men stood by 

In tears around him. Now amid that throng 

The lovely goddess bent to touch his shoulder 

And said to him: 

 “Ah, child, let him lie dead,  

for all our grief and pain, we must allow it;  

he fell by the gods’ will.  

But you, nowtake the war-gear from Hêphaistos.  

No man ever bore upon his shoulders  

gear so magnificent.”  

It is from the Bryant translation that the inscription, “Leave we the dead my son,” appearing in 

the Deke House bar is taken. There are two modern poems that bear directly upon this classical 

verse and scene. The first, “Our Aegis,” by Brother John DeWitt Warner ‘72, was published as 

the lead item in the first issue of The Delta Kappa Epsilon Quarterly in 1883. It is a eulogy to 

Professor Bayard Taylor, an honorary member of the Omicron chapter, composed as an allegory 

bearing upon this scene in the Iliad. The second, “The Shield of Achilles,” by W. H. Auden 

(1952). The last stanza is of particular interest and is quoted below:  

 The thin-lipped armorer, 

 Hephaestos, hobbled away; 

 Thetis of the shining breasts 

 Cried out in dismay 

 At what the god had wrought 

 To please her son, the strong 

 Iron-hearted man-slaying Achilles 

 Who would not live long.  
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Appendix C: Artistic Antecedents 

Benjamin West: Thetis Bringing Armor to Achilles, 1806 

American-English Painter, b. 1738, Springfield now Swarthmore, PA; d. 1820, London UK. 

Oil on canvas, 50.8 cm (20 in.) high, 69.22 cm (27.25 in.) wide.
22

 

New Britain Museum of American Art, New Britain CT 

Charles F. Smith Fund, 1942.10. Photo credit: Michael Agee. with permission.
23

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 

22
 Helmut von Erffa and Allen Stanley, The Paintings of Benjamin West, (New Haven CT: Yale University Press, 

1986), ISBN: 0-300-03355-9, Catalog #175, p. 254. Mesa Public Library MN 759.13 W52 Oversize.  
23

 HWF letter to James Kopp, Collections Manager, New Britain Museum of American Art, New Britain CT, 1 

November 2005. Jennifer Walden, Collection Assistant, Rights and Reproductions, letter to HWF, 14 November 

2005.  
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William Bond, Stipple Engraving, Thetis Bringing the Armor to Achilles. 

British Engraver (floruit 1798-1823).
24

  

Based on the Benjamin West painting.
25
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