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Chronology 

30 Oct 1851. John DeWitt Warner is born on a farm in Reading, Schuyler County, New York, son of 
Daniel DeWitt Warner (1809 – 17 Apr 1888) and Charlotte Gordon (Coon) Warner (1831 – 1890).1 
“The first of his ancestors in America was Andrew, son of John Warner of Hatfield, Gloucestershire, 
England, who settled in Cambridge, Mass., in 1630, and whose descendants intermarried with 
several prominent families, one being the Dutch family DeWitt of New Jersey.2

11 Feb 1870. Warner is initiated as a charter member of the Delta Chi Chapter of Delta Kappa 
Epsilon at Cornell University. The inaugural dinner for the chapter was held this night at the Clinton 
House. 

18 Feb 1870. Warner is elected to serve as vice-president of the Irving Literary Association.3

1876. Warner graduates from Albany Law School and is admitted to the New York Bar.4 He 
establishes practice in New York City in 1877, first with the local firm Iselin & Warner, then Warner 
& Frayer, and afterwards with Peckham, Warner & Strong. 

14 Jun 1877. Warner marries Ms. Lillian A. Hudson (1855 – 1923) of English and Dutch ancestry.5

17 Aug 1881. Warner’s son, Joseph DeWitt Warner (17 Aug 1881 – 11 Nov 1962) is born. 

23 Oct 1881. Delta Chi discusses the possibilities of either Brother Julius Chambers '70 or John 
DeWitt Warner '72 as the chapter's choice for the new "General Council" of the Fraternity. Warner 
eventually becomes the first Secretary of the Council of Delta Kappa Epsilon. 

Jun 1882. Warner is elected as an Alumni Trustee of Cornell University. 

1883. “Our Aegis,” a mythic poem by Warner, is published in the first number of The Delta Kappa 
Epsilon Quarterly. 

12 Jun 1884. The New York State Legislature passes an act “to incorporate the Council of Delta 
Kappa Epsilon, and provide for the organization of subordinate chapters.”6 Warner is named 
amongst the first officers of this corporate entity.  

6 Feb 1885. Warner delivers the toast to the DKE Council at the 39th DKE Convention banquet held 
at Delmonico's in New York City. 

4 Mar 1891. Warner commences service in the 52nd Congress.7

30 May 1893. Warner numbers amongst the lay founders of the Sculpture Society, later the National 
Sculpture Society, and serves as a lay member until his death in 1925. Circa 1896 he is elected to the 
Executive Council.8

Jul 1894. Warner prepares a sixty-page summary of facts entitled Sugar ⎯Sugar Tariff ⎯Sugar 
Trust. This document becomes politically significant on the battle against the Sugar Trust.9  

1 Jan 1902. Warner’s membership on the Art Commission of the City of New York commences.10 
He will serve until 31 December 1904.  

Nov 1909. Mr. and Mrs. John DeWitt Warner (Lilian A. Hudson), Miss C. Lilian Warner and Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph DeWitt Warner (Edith M. Saunders), all at 901 Lexington Avenue, are listed in the 
New York Social Register.11  

14 Apr 1914. The Executive Council of the National Sculpture Society adopts the resolution, “That 
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the first copy of the small Bronze shall be presented at the Annual Meeting to Mr. John DeWitt 
Warner, in recognition of his services to the Society.” 12

27 May 1925. Warner passes away in New York City. He is interred in Rock Stream Cemetery, 
Rock Stream, Yates County, New York.13  

12 Sep 2005. U.S. Senator John Warner advises the Alumni Historian that he is not related to 
Warner.14
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1899⎯ Cornell Alumni News, I, #11 (June 14, 1899), pp. 72 & 81 

PROMINENT CORNELLIANS15, VI. John DeWitt Warner, '72 

Few Cornell alumni have become prominent in more various ways than the subject of the present 
sketch. As a lawyer and statesman alone, he must have been a very busy man yet he has found time 
for many other avocations, and his career has been most interesting. 

Mr. Warner was born October 30th, 1851, and was a son of Daniel DeWitt Warner, of Yates 
County, N. Y., who had been active as a leading "Abolitionist," in charge of the "Underground 
Railroad" from Havana, New York, to Geneva, New York, where Gerrit Smith received the 
fugitives. The son lived at home until 1868, when he was successful in the competition for a Cornell 
University scholarship, and entered Cornell on the first day it opened being duly graduated in the 
class of 1872. After graduation he edited the Ithaca Daily Leader for three months, and was 
professor of Latin, German, and elocution for two years at the Ithaca Academy and for two years at 
the Albany Academy. He then studied law at the Albany Law School, whence he graduated, and was 
admitted to the bar in June, 1876. He was a member of the Albany Greek Club and the Albany 
Institute, which published his “Solar Theory of Myths.” About the year 1876 he went to New York, 
where he has since practiced law as a member of the firms of Iselin & Warner, Warner & Frayer, 
and Peckham, Warner, & Strong, the present firm, with offices in Trinity Building, 111 Broadway. 

Mr. Warner was married at Ithaca on June 4th, 1877, to Miss Lilian [sic] A. Hudson. He has two 
children, a son seventeen years of age, Joseph DeWitt Warner, Cornell '02, and a daughter twelve 
years of age. 

Mr. Warner was a member, while in the University, of the Delta Kappa Epsilon Fraternity. He 
became its national secretary, and was one of the founders of the Delta Kappa Epsilon Club of New 
York City, and its president in 1895. He was one of the founders of the Shakespeare Club of New 
York City, and has written “Sound Sequence in Shakespeare” and other monographs on 
Shakespearian subjects. He was one of the founders of the New York Reform Club. He is a 
prominent writer and speaker on tariff reform, and is the author of numerous pamphlets on tariff 
matters. He was tariff reform editor of the New York Weekly World during the campaign of 1892, 
chairman of the Reform Club’s Tariff Reform Committee, 1889-1891, chairman of the Reform 
Club's Sound Currency Committee in 1895-1896, president of the Reform Club and chairman of its 
Committee on Municipal Administration in 1897.  

He is a Democrat in politics and has been a campaign speaker for his party since 1888. He was 
elected to the Fifty-second Congress from the greatest manufacturing district in America, and was 
returned to the Fifty-third Congress from a new district, comprising part of his old one and the 
wealthiest parliamentary constituency in the world. 

In Congress Mr. Warner was chairman of the House Sub-Committee to investigate the sweating 
system; took an active part in opposition to "free silver" legislation, in the repeal of the purchasing 
clause of the Sherman Act and Federal Election Laws, and in the passing by the House of the Wilson 
Tariff Bill. He was especially prominent in leading the fight for free sugar, and especially in 
exposing the Sugar Trust. He took a leading part in the discussion of the repeal of the ten per cent, 
tax on state bank issues, and led in opposition to the Anti-option Bill. He strenuously advocated the 
Torrey Bankruptcy Bill and opposed the Bland Seignorage [sic] Bill. He secured the investigation of 
Federal building matters in New York, which has resulted in important reforms and large 
appropriations for construction and repairs. In the Fifty-third Congress he was the sole representative 
for New York State and City on the House Committee on Banking and Currency and took a leading 
part in debate in both the Fifty-second and Fifty-third Congresses on tariff, financial, and 
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commercial matters. 
Mr. Warner has done extensive editorial work in connection with a number of periodicals and has 

been contributor to many more. 
In religion he is an Episcopalian, and an attendant at St. Thomas’s Church, New York City. He is 

a member of the Reform, Democratic, Shakespeare, Delta Kappa Epsilon, National Arts, and other 
clubs, the National Sculpture Society, and the Bar Association. 

In law he has devoted himself especially to real estate and corporation law, and especially to 
litigation involving trusts, mines, water rights, and questions of corporate accounting and 
management. For the last twenty years he has been counsel, and is now managing trustee, of the 
Phillipse-Gourverneur estate, with its varied interests in this and other states; is counsel for the 
United States Guarantee Company and, in the general business of his firm, who represent in the East 
the First National Bank of Chicago and other leading institutions, is in charge of a large proportion 
of its litigated business in connection with corporate and commercial questions. 

Among his other late publications have been: “A Lawyer's Responsibilities” (addressed to the 
graduating class of the Albany Law School), published in the Law Journal and reprinted in the 
London Law Times; “Pension  Frauds” and  “The Fallacy of Free Coinage” in The Forum “The 
Silver Question” and “The Sweating System” in Harper's Weekly:  “The Duty of the Treasury” in 
The Pacific Coast Banker and Investor; “Prospects of Tariff and Currency Legislation” in The 
Engineering Magazine; “Circumstances and Results of the November (1892) General Elections of 
the United States” in Die Zeit of Vienna, Austria; “Should New York Operate its Street Rail 
ways?—Yes”, and “Matters which Suggest Themselves” (as to the art development of New York) in 
Municipal Affairs. 

To Cornellians, Mr. Warner's strenuous advocacy of University reform has been his most 
interesting work. In the years 1881 and 1882 the University was at the lowest point, both in 
attendance and prospects, that it had ever reached since its doors were opened—the total student 
attendance for 1880-81 being 399, and that for 1881-82, 384. At Commencement, 1881, Mr. Warner 
was the leader of a delegation of New York alumni who protested against certain features in 
University administration and certain tendencies in University policy. The issue thus raised 
unexpectedly became involved in the election of alumni trustee (then chosen exclusively by vote of 
the alumni present at Ithaca). Mr. Warner was one of three candidates, the numerous ballots for 
whom took all day—on one ballot obtaining just one half of the votes cast, but on a succeeding one 
being defeated by the combined opposition. 

In 1882 he was elected practically without opposition, and in June, 1883, made to the alumni his 
first report on “The Condition of the University.” For years this remained the basis of agitation 
(against as well as in favor of the views thus voiced) that involved every University interest, that 
attracted attention throughout the country, and that made the annually recurring alumni trustee 
election hotly contested, widely bulletined, and anxiously watched by all Cornellians. 

Legislation had meanwhile been obtained permitting the alumni to vote by mail (as now), but 
with the proviso that if on counting ballots received by mail and those personally cast at the alumni 
meeting there did not appear on the first ballot a majority in favor of some one candidate, the ballots 
received from those not present should be discarded and the alumni present should proceed to elect. 
As a consequence, year after year a candidate representing what came to be known as the New York 
policy received a far higher vote than that cast for any other candidate, but, failing of a majority of 
all, was thrown out and a candidate more agreeable to the local meeting elected —a course 
admirable calculated to keep the alumni defeated and to make Alumni Day in Commencement Week 
a very interesting one for Cornell. 



Within a few years, however, the principal reforms asked for were in fact effected; and better 
times and better assured University finances coincided with Cornell’s increasing prosperity and 
repute. When Mr. Warner’s term ended in 1887, therefore, there was but little of real difference 
except as to whether the change for the better had resulted from, or was in spite of, the agitation that 
had been stirred up; and Dr. David Starr Jordan, '72, nominated by Mr. Warner and his friends, was 
cordially accepted by those who had opposed them, and elected without opposition. 

In 1894, as a result of “an era of good feeling” rather than upon any special issue, Mr. Warner 
was again elected by the alumni. During his term, which ends at the coming Commencement, he has 
been principally active in advocacy of the raised standards for admission and graduation, in helping 
to push such matters as the additional building for the Department of Chemistry, and in promoting 
the almost revolutionary development of the Department of Architecture, of the Trustee committee 
on which he was chairman. 

He is now the chairman of the Committee of the Associate Alumni on Alumni Hall and 
University Club House, for which the Trustees lately allotted a campus site, and tentative plans for 
which have lately been sent the alumni for their criticism and suggestion. 
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1903⎯ Biographical Congressional Directory, p. 866 

Warner, John De Witt, of New York City, was born in Yates County, N. Y., in 1851; worked on a 
farm till 17 years of age, during which time he managed to prepare himself for college; entered 
Cornell University the first day it opened, in October, 1868, and graduated therefrom in 1872; after 
leaving college edited the Ithaca Daily Leader for a few months; professor in the Ithaca and Albany 
academies, each two years; studied law at the Albany Law School, from which he graduated, and 
admitted to the bar in June, 1870; moved to New York in that year; member of the Albany Institute, 
which published his historical researches; author of several tariff-reform publications and magazine 
articles; elected to the Fifty-second and Fifty-third Congresses as a Democrat. 
 

1907⎯ The National Cyclopaedia of American Biography, IX, p. 114 

WARNER, John De Witt, lawyer, political reformer and congressman, was born in Schuyler 
County, N. Y., Oct. 30, 1851, son of Daniel De Witt and Charlotte (Coon) "Warner. The first of his 
ancestors in America was Andrew, son of John Warner of Hatfield, Gloucestershire, England, who 
settled in Cambridge, Mass., in 1630, and whose descendants intermarried with several prominent 
families, one being the Dutch family De Witt of New Jersey. At seventeen years of age, having 
obtained in competition a Cornell University scholarship, he entered that institution as a member of 
its first class in 1868 and was graduated in 1872. He subsequently kept up an active connection with 
his alma mater, taking part in an agitation for university reforms, serving as an alumni trustee from 
1882 to 1887, when he successfully co-operated with those who advocated radical reorganization of 
weak departments, raising the standard and professors’ salaries; and being re-elected later for a 
second term. While still an undergraduate he edited for three months the Ithaca Daily Leader, and 
after leaving college taught for two years in the Ithaca Academy and for the following two years at 
the Albany Academy. He studied law at the Albany Law School, and in 1876 was admitted to the 
bar, and established his practice in New York City where he has been in succession a member of the 
local firms Iselin & Warner; Warner & Frayer; and Peckham, Warner & Strong. In politics he has 
always been a useful member of the Democratic party, beginning as early as 1884 to write for 
periodical and for pamphlet distribution on special branches of tariff discussion and to appear as a 
political orator. He has published important papers on “Wool and Tariffs”, “Labor, Wages and 
Tariffs”, “The McKinley Fraud on the Farmer,” etc. During the political campaign of 1892 he served 
as tariff reform editor of the New York “Weekly World.” He aided in 1887 in founding the Reform 
Club, becoming one of its trustees, and in 1894 chairman of its tariff reform committee. He was 
elected to the 52d Congress in 1890 from the greatest manufacturing district in the United States. In 
the house he took a prominent part in tariff and currency matters, leading the opposition against the 
anti-option bill and against pension frauds, was chairman of the sub-committee that investigated and 
reported on the sweating system, and was active in opposing the so-called "Sugar Trust." The ways 
and means committee having reported a schedule providing for no revenue, but leaving a large 
protection on refined sugars, Mr. Warner moved an amendment which was overwhelmingly carried 
in the house in spite of the committee, stripping the sugar trust of all protection whatever, and for the 
following seven months he waged a continuing opposition against the sugar trust lobby, appearing 
before the senate sub-committee and filing a full discussion of his side of the question, which printed 
by the senate finance committee. When his opponents urged the Gorman schedule, he was active in 
exposing their methods and bringing down on the senatorial combine the denunciation of the country 
and causing the doctored treasury calculations to be withdrawn. In July, 1894, he prepared a sixty-
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page summary of facts referring to “Sugar —Sugar Tariff —Sugar Trust,” that has become the text-
book of opponents to the sugar trust everywhere and he opposed to the last all concessions to Sugar 
Trust. Re-elected to the 53d congress, he acted on a special committee that prepared the Reform 
Club's proposed tariff bill which he introduced at the assembling of congress, and besides his 
principal speech on the subject, was given the floor on each of the subjects: woolen schedule dates, 
export discounts, reciprocity, and barley duties. He succeeded in repeatedly securing action in favor 
of reduction of proposed rates, especially on articles general use and food products. He was the on 
member from New York City on the banking and currency committee, where he opposed unsound 
financial measures; and as one of the sub-committee on the .subject, he made in debate on the 
Brawley bill the principal speech on the question of State bank currency. He also took part in the 
debate on the printing bill, the appropriation bills and other measures affecting the city of New York: 
in the third session suggested amendments, which were adapted, to the Carlisle bill, and was the 
author of bills for the retirement of the demand obligations of the United Stales and to maintain the 
public credit. Warner was one of the founders of the Delta Kappa Epsilon Club and of the 
Shakespeare Club, both of New York City. In connection with the latter he wrote “Sound Sequence 
in Shakespeare” and other monographs on Shakespearean subjects. He is a frequent contributor to 
periodical literature. Among his late publications have been: "A Lawyer's Responsibilities" 
addressed to the graduating class of Albany Law School, published in the Albany Law Journal and 
reprinted in the London Law Times; “Pension Frauds” and “The Fallacy of Free Coinage” in the 
Forum; “The Silver Question” and “The Sweating System” in Harper's Weekly; “Duty of the 
Treasury” in the Pacific Coast Banker and Investor; “Prospects of Tariff and Currency Legislation” 
in the Engineering Magazine; “Circumstances and Results of November (1892) Elections of the 
United Stales” in Die Zeit of Vienna, Austria; “Should New York Operate its Street Railways—
Yes,” and “Matters which Suggest Themselves” (as to art development of New York), in Municipal 
Affairs. Besides the associations already mentioned, he holds membership in the National Sculpture 
Society, the Bar Association, Cornell Club and others. He was married June 14, 1877 to Lillian  A. 
Hudson, of English and Dutch ancestry. 
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1925⎯ New York Times Obituary 
 

J. DE WITT WARNER DIES FROM STROKE16

Ex-Congressman and Prominent Lawyer Succumbs at His City Home at 73. 
⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯ 

A WRITER ON MYTHOLOGY 
⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯ 

Once President of City Art Commission and Former Head of American Free Trade League 
⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯ 

 
John De Witt Warner, former Congressman and New York lawyer, died yesterday in his home, 

103 East Seventy-fifth Street, from the effects of a paralytic stroke suffered about one month ago, 
Mr. Warner was 73 years old, having been born In Yates County, N.Y. Oct. 30, 1831. 

He was educated in Cornell University, where he received his Ph.B. degree in 1872. Then he 
enrolled in the Albany Law School, from which he was graduated in 1876 with the degree of LL. B. 
The same year he was admitted to the bar and established practice in New York City. A staunch 
espouser of the Free Trade principle, he was elected to Congress on the Democratic ticket, serving 
from 1891 to 1895. He then resumed the practice of law here, with offices at 302 Broadway.  

Mr. Warner, in 1911 and 1912, served as special counsel for the Dock Department to advise it on 
questions concerning terminal improvement work. In 1920 he became publicly conspicuous for 
criticizing the Judiciary Committee which failed to recommend. Justices John Ford and Peter A. 
Hendrick of the Supreme Court re-nomination —a measure which violated the tradition of re-
endorsing candidates whose previous official records had been on the whole satisfactory. 

The lawyer was an ardent lover of art and was the oldest member of the Sculptors Society. Last 
year this fact was recognized formally by the society which tendered him a dinner at which a medal 
was presented to him. 

He was President of the Art Commission of the City of New York from 1902 to 1905; President 
of the American Free Trade League from 1905 to 1909; Governor of the Municipal Art Society, 
President of the Shakespeare Club and belonged to the American Playgoers, National Society, and 
Mural Painters. His other affiliations included the National Arts, the Cornell University, the Delta 
Kappa Epsilon Clubs of this city and the University Club of Washington D.C. 

He was author of many articles and addresses on comparative mythology, Shakespearean studies, 
tariff discussions, monetary standard subjects, and also topics dealing with banks, church policy and 
development, municipal administration, and public art. In 1913 he served on the commission to 
revise the New York State banking laws. 

Mr. Warner will be buried Saturday from his country home in Rock Stream N.Y., in the Warner 
family plot there. He is survived by his daughter, Mrs. William J. Barney with whom he lived at the 
East Seventy-fifth Street address, and a son, Joseph DeWitt Warner. 
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1926⎯ New York City Bar Association Memorial of John Dewitt Warner 

(Prepared by Henry W. Sackett)17

John DeWitt Warner died at the New York home of his daughter, Mrs. William J. Barney, on 
May 27, 1925. For about fifty years prior to that time he had engaged in the practice of the law in 
this city and had attained distinction and success, both as a lawyer and as a public man. For many 
years he exerted a forceful and wholesome influence in the bettering of public affairs in this 
community and in national politics. 

Born, the son of Daniel DeWitt and Charlotte Coon Warner, on October 30, 1851, in Schuyler 
County, New York, near the shores of Seneca Lake, one of the most beautiful of the "Finger Lakes" 
of central New York, he early manifested the aggressive and indomitable spirit that remained one of 
the most striking of his characteristics and which made him conspicuous in all his associations of 
later life. Evidences of this appeared even in his undergraduate days at Cornell University, from 
which he was graduated with the Ph.B. degree in 1872. He dearly loved a fight on behalf of any 
cause he believed worthy of his enthusiastic support. So diligent and indefatigable was he as a 
student that it was said of him that he could work over his books and his problems more hours 
continuously than any other undergraduate in the University and yet come out o£ it mentally keen 
and alert. By his methods and qualities he became one of the most formidable of opponents in 
undergraduate debates. In his senior year at Cornell he filled the position of editor of the Ithaca 
Daily Leader, a small and short-lived journal, in the columns of which however he had the 
opportunity to exhibit his characteristic qualities of power of vigorous expression. 

Mr. Warner carried on his law studies at the Albany law School, from which institution he 
received his LL.B. degree and was admitted to the bar in 1876. Soon thereafter he began the practice 
of the law and always followed it in this city. He first formed a law partnership with Mr. George 
Adrian Iselin, a Cornell classmate, under the firm name of Iselin & Warner, and this continued until 
Mr. Iselin went west in 1883, in which year the law firm of Warner & Frayer was formed, with Mr. 
Eugene Frayer, another Cornell alumnus, as the junior partner. This partnership was dissolved after 
Mr. Warner went to Congress in 1893. The names of Mr. Warner's subsequent law firms were 
Peckham, Warner & Wells, Warner, Wells & Korb and Warner & Korb, his partners being William 
G. Peckham, Frank M. Wells and Otto J. Korb. 

One of the important pieces of legal work carried on by Mr. Warner through the period of both of 
his first two partnerships was on behalf of the Gouverneur estate which held, not only important 
business real estate in the Wall Street district of New York, but also extensive tracts of land in 
Putnam County, through which flowed the head-waters of many of the streams that the city of New 
York took over for its Croton water system. The mapping of these Putnam County water rights and 
the working out of the legal problems involved in their condemnation was a task to which Mr. 
Warner's talents for intensive study were well suited. The results were highly creditable to him and 
satisfactory to all others concerned. 

The welfare of Cornell University was always close to Mr. Warner's heart. The graduates of 
Cornell emphatically registered their favorable opinion of the value of his counsel in the 
administration of the business of that university by electing him as "alumni trustee" for three terms 
of five years each —1882-87, 1893-98 and 1903-08. When first elected, he had been out of college 
barely ten years. For a preceding year or two, the affairs of Cornell University had been at perhaps 
the lowest ebb in its history. Mr. Warner became the leader in a movement among the alumni to hold 
those at the head of the university responsible for existing conditions and to bring about changes that 
were the subject of sharp dispute. The fact that he was elected by the alumni as a trustee of the 
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university in June, 1882, shows that he secured the favorable judgment of the majority of them for 
his contentions. It was perhaps to be expected that his opponents (and I was one of them) should 
think that his methods of attack were too vehement and passionate, too lacking in proper 
discrimination. But it was natural for him to select a sledge-hammer rather than a rapier for a 
weapon; and every one having to do with him in this early controversy, as well as in his subsequent 
public and political controversies over important questions, came to recognize that with whatever 
vehemence he might be fighting, it was always honestly, courageously and fairly done, in the open 
and never in the dark, and with the most sincere desire to serve the cause he was espousing, 
regardless of the consequences to himself. 

I was not a member of the Cornell Board of Trustees during Mr. Warner's first two terms, but I 
was throughout his last term; and I want to bear witness to the many evidences he continued to give 
of his devotion to and desire to promote the welfare of his alma mater. All who were closely 
associated with him, either in the practice of the law or otherwise, are strong in their praise of the 
predominating qualities on which I have placed especial emphasis. Mr. Frayer, who was his law 
partner for more than ten years, said to me, a few weeks before his death in June, 1926, that he could 
testify personally to Mr. Warner's indefatigable industry and capacity for work; that during the ten 
years they were together, he would frequently work for eighteen hours a day at his driving high 
pressure, eating only two meals and always remaining apparently fresh and vigorous; also remarking 
upon his uniform courtesy and consideration in his personal relations and the entire fairness with 
which he always endeavored to present his argument in favor of or against any proposition which he 
was handling; and all this notwithstanding Mr. Warner's quickness of temper and natural fervor of 
disposition. 

While Mr. Warner attained substantial success as a practitioner at the New York bar, he attracted 
public attention and became widely known chiefly through his participation in political, civic, 
economic and other matters of public concern. He became particularly conspicuous as an "ardent 
tariff reformer." His uncommon capacity in the mastery of details of such a difficult and complicated 
subject as the Federal tariff and cognate matters made his mind, after a few years of study, virtually 
a compendium of tariff lore. In 1892 he was tariff editor of the New York Weekly World. But he also 
applied his expert knowledge in practical party politics. Whatever others of his political associates 
might do, with his usual candid courage he never sought to hide his advocacy of free trade under the 
euphonious disguise of "tariff reform." Avowedly and literally he was an "American free trader," as 
witness his serving as President of the American Free Trade League for four years from 1905-09. It 
was as a democrat and pronounced free trader that he was elected to and served in the 52d and 53d 
Congresses (1891-95), during which period he spoke and wrote much upon the tariff, with his usual 
enthusiasm and fire. 

His Washington experience inspired Mr. Warner with intense hostility to certain forms of 
Congressional and political action which he regarded as pernicious. Mr. Warner's bold attack before 
a committee of the Senate in 1900 upon the Ship Subsidy Bill then pending before Congress 
attracted much attention, quite as much by its audacity and bitterness of denunciation as by its 
arguments. 

Mr. Warner's range of activities outside of the law and politics was wide and interesting. He was 
a thorough student of Shakespeare and for a long period was President of the Shakespeare Club. He 
was President of the Art Commission of New York City in 1902-05 and an active member of the 
National Arts Club, the National Sculptors' Society, American Playgoers, National Society of Mural 
Painters, and, of course, of this Association as well as of various Clubs in New York and 
Washington. He was of counsel for the Mutual Life Policyholders Association at the time of the 
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insurance investigation in 1906 and for the commission to revise the New York Banking Law in 
1913, and also for various other interests of a semi-public character. 

The range of subjects discussed by Mr. Warner in his public addresses and published articles 
demonstrated the versatility of his mind and the breadth of his accomplishments. These included 
articles and addresses on comparative mythology, Shakespearean studies, discussions on the tariff, 
the monetary standard, banks, church policy and development, municipal administration, public art 
and miscellaneous topics. 

He was married in 1877 to Miss Lilian Augusta Hudson, of Ithaca, New York, and is survived by 
two children of this marriage, a son employed in lumber business in New York City and his 
daughter, Mrs. Barney. The last months of his life were saddened by the death of Mrs. Warner and, 
while he sought solace and comfort at the home of his daughter, he never thereafter regained his old 
vivacity and buoyancy of spirit. John DeWitt Warner in his time filled a large place in the history 
and affairs of his university, of his party, of this city and of the bar; and he leaves behind him a sense 
of the departure of a vigorous and manly personality that was always spending itself for the welfare 
of his fellows. 
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1961⎯ Biographical Directory of the American Congress 

WARNER18, John De Witt, a Representative from New York; born on a farm in the town of 
Reading, Schuyler County, N.Y., October 30, 1851; moved with his parents to Big Stream (later 
Glenora), N.Y., and in 1860 settled in Rock Stream, Yates County, N.Y.; completed preparatory 
studies; attended the district schools and Starkey Seminary, Eddytown, N.Y.; was graduated from 
Cornell University in 1872; edited the Ithaca Daily Leader for a few months; professor in the Ithaca 
and Albany Academies for four years; was graduated from Albany Law School in 1876; was 
admitted to the bar the same year and commenced practice in New York City in 1877; elected as a 
Democrat to the Fifty-second and Fifty-third Congresses (March 4, 1891-March 3, 1895); declined 
to be a candidate for re-nomination in 1894; resumed the practice of law in New York City; 
president of the Art Commission of New York City 1902-1905; was president of the American Free 
Trade League 1905-1909; special counsel for the dock department to advise on terminal work in 
1911 and 1912; served on the commission to revise the New York banking laws in 1913; also 
engaged in literary pursuits; engaged in the practice of law until his death in New York City May 27, 
1925; interment in Rock Stream Cemetery, Rock Stream, Yates County, N.Y.  



Image of New York Times Obituary 
 
 

  
 

(with permission of The New York Times Company) 
 
 
Selected Writings of John DeWitt Warner 

“Our Aegis,” Delta Kappa Epsilon Quarterly, I, #1 (January 1883), pp. 2-6.  
“Corner-Stone Address,” Delta Kappa Epsilon Quarterly, XII, #1 (January 1894), pp. 15-21. Article 

includes “Sketch of the Chapter.”  
“Early History of Delta Chi Chapter,”  Delta Kappa Epsilon Quarterly, XII, #3 (November 1894), 

pp. 191-204. 
“College Fraternity Origins,” Delta Kappa Epsilon Quarterly, XXIV, #3 (November 1906), pp. 172-

181. 
“Mediaeval Student Societies,” Delta Kappa Epsilon Quarterly, XXX, #1 (February 1912), pp. 1-

37. 
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