
Cornell
Chemistry

Special Edition
Newsletter

May 1988
Issue 41

John Wiesenf eld becomes Cornell's
Deputy Vice President for Research

The university has created the new position of deputy
vice president for research and has named the chairman
of the chemistry department, John R. Wiesenfeld, as the
first person to fill it.

The announcement was made on April 28th by Joseph
Ballantyne, vice president for research and advanced
studies, who said Wiesenfeld understands "both the aca-
demic world of Cornell and its research, and the benefits
that corporations hope to gain from interactions with
universities."

In a recent interview for the Cornell Chronicle, Wiesenfeld
commented, "Cornell already boasts an effective corpo-
rate fund-raising staff and a faculty that is extremely
proficient at working with federal agencies to secure
funding. We also have many faculty with entrepreneurial
talents who haved forged effective partnerships with
industry. My principal role will be to help develop a con-
sistent plan to coordinate these outreach programs and to
support interested faculty in dealing with corporations."

"We will also try to develop
mechanisms by which we can
better encourage corporations
to send representatives to
Cornell on a long-term basis,"
he said. ^

Wiesenfeld will assume his
new duties part time effective
immediately and full time in
January after a sabbatical be-
ginning in June.

Vice President Ballantyne noted that Wiesenfeld will
play a broad role in local Cornell and national research
issues, including representing the university to re-
gional, national and international research agencies. In
particular, Cornell needs to encourage the State of
New York to increase its commitment to developing a
high-technology base.

The Department of Chemistry received $6.6 million in
external research funds last year, including support
from more than 30 companies.

"Above ail we should recognize that in addition to
scholarship, our most important product is not copy-
rights or patents -- it's the person-to-person transfer of
technology through the students we educate and the
research partnerships we establish," said Wiesenfeld.

He holds a B.S. in chemistry from City College of New
York, an M.A. from the University of Cambridge and a
Ph.D. from the Case Institute of Technology. He came
here in 1972 as an assistant professor, was named
professor in 1984, and became chairman of the depart-
ment in 1985.

His honors include the U.S.
Honourary Ramsay
Memorial Fellowship at
Cambridge, a Camille and
Henry Dreyfus Teacher-
Scholar Award, and an
Alfred P. Sloan Research
Fellowship. His research
has concentrated on atmos-
pheric science and laser
chemistry.



Third Chemical Congress of North
America - Toronto

Jean Frechet and Frank DiSalvo will tell you about
their research programs at a continental breakfast for
alumni and friends of Cornell Chemistry at the Third
Chemical Congress of North America in Toronto.
The event (number 110) will take place on Tuesday,
June 7 from 7:30 am to 8:45 am, in the Yonge Room
of the Harbour Castle Westin. We hope many of you
will be able to attend. Tickets will be sold both in ad-
vance, (a nominal $3.00 charge will be made), and
on-site in the registration area. Advance registration
forms appeared in the March 28th issue of Chemical
and Engineering News.

Reunion weekend

Reunion weekend is coming up soon, June 9th
through the 12th. We hope those of you who are
coming back to Cornell will remember to attend the
Alumni Open House in Baker Lab from 1:00 to 4:00
pm on Friday, June 10. We'd like to chat with you
about some of the new things going on in the depart-
ment.
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The Society of Cornell Chemists ask you to support the
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payable to "Cornell Chemistry" and mail it to the
Society of Cornell Chemists, Baker Laboratory,
Department of Chemistry, Ithaca, Nezu York
14853-1301.
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