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NO T ES  ON LESSO NS F RO M  P R O V E R B S .

(¿lustrations.— T he heathen world everywhere shows the degradation and 
suffering to w hich  ignorance le a d s ; the sin and m isery produced even in 
Christian countries by  the want o f  knowing G od  ; a N ew Zealand ch ie f who had 
heard ftyra the missionary the words o f  eternal life, called together his tribe 
before hi^death, exhorting them all to go  to the white man and “  drink o f  the 
^ater from 'liis ca labash."

tfjat rtfvsrtfj instruction tepisetfj fjis ofcm s o u I . - P r o v .  x v .  3 2 .

O ur last text\shewed the .im portance o f  spiritual knowledge, we are in this 
shewn the fatal fol^y o f  those who reject it. “  H e that refuseth.”  W e  cannot 
Refuse anything that\is not offered to us. B ut this know ledge is offered freely to 
*11 who w ill seek for see James i . ; not only the head know ledge which is to 
he had freely at our Sunday Schools, but the spiritual teaching o f  the H oly  
spirit H im self, who continually pleads and strives with us, and i f  we refuse to 
listen to his teaching we despise our souls, that is, think unworthily o f  them, yet 
for these Christ lived and ¿led , and solem nly puts it to us, “  W hat shall it profit 
a man i f  he gain the whole World and lose his own soul,”  Matt. xvi. 26.

illustrations.— Jehoiakim  bufcping the roll Jerem iah had written, Jer. xx xv i. 25 ; 
Ahab refusing to listen to M icaiuh, 1 K ings x x i i . ; the Gadarenes asking Jesus 
to depart out o f  their coasts, L uk e viii. 37.

A p p l i c a t i o n .— H ow  do we profit by the instruction we receive in our week
l y  and Sunday School ? D o  we seek wisdom , especially the Spirit’ s teaching ? 
Do we practice what we know ?

L e sso n  X X V I .— H u m i l i t y .\
U M I L I T Y  is one o f  the graces o f  the Spirit which none can fail
1 to admire when they see it in others, yet but very few strive to 

obtain. I t  is one distinguishing mark o f  real Christians, and 
was most conspicuous in Christ, their \ead. It  is the beginning 
o f  wisdom , by  teaching us our own igncm nce and helplessness, 
and leading us to rely upon the divine guidance and help. It  
causes us to have a sm all opinion o f  ourselves, and to let others 
find out our good  points instead o f  each one procla im ing his own 
goodness. \

8 ® it ff  tijc Iofols is foistfom.— P r o v .  xi. 2.

The low ly , not those who are in poor circum stances, but those^who do not 
think h igh ly o f  themselves. H um ility  is a sign o f  true wisdom, tnW more we 
^How o f G od, o f  his wonderful works, and also o f  ourselves, the m ore ilum ble it 
^11 make us, the more conscious o f  our own nothingness in co  vparison d f H im , 

our entire dependence upon H im  for all we have and all we are, and our utter
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ignorance o f  all the great and glorious things H e has to reveal to us, and then it 
will m ake us more teachable, m ore anxious to know H im , and thus we shall gain 
both knowledge and wisdom— not so the proud who thinks he knows m uch.

Illustrations.— Joseph before Pharoah, Gen. x li. 16— 2 5  ; D aniel, ch. ii. 2 0 —  
2 3  ; Jesus in the temj le , L uke ii. 46. T he greatest philosophers have confessed 
that the m ore they learned the more they have found out how little they knew, 
how m uch m ore they had to learn.

3Lrt anotfjer man praise tfjee anti not tijtnc ofon moutfj, a stranger anti not 

tfjinc Ofon Iip5, —  F r o v .  x x v i i .  2 .

H ow  difficu lt a lesson this is to learn, how natural is pride and self-g lorifica
tion to the human hea t, and generally how false and unmerited is the praise we 
bestow  on ourselves. Let us rather strive so to live that others m ay see our 
good  works, and l e  com pelled to praise and glorify , not us, but H im  who makes 
us what we are. B ut, above a ll, let us seek for that praise which com es from  
G od  alone, “  W ell done, good  and faithful servant, enter thou into the jo y  o f 
thy L ord .”  Let us ra her be clothed with hum ility and leave others to speak 
in our praise, then only will it be com ely.

Illustrations.— Christ’ s testimony to John the Baptist and the Centurion, and 
their own estimate o f  tl.e.nselves, Matt. xi. 11, John i. 27, iii. 30, L uk e vii. 6, 9 ; 
L u k e  makes no mention o f  h im self in the A cts, although the constant com panion 
o f  Paul, who speaks o f  him as “  beloved ,”  C ol. iv. 14 ; Paul speaks o f  him self 
as not m eet to be called  an apostle, 1 Cor. xv . 9, as less than the least o f  all 
saints, E p h . iii. 8 , and ch ie f o f  sinners, 1 T im . i. 15.

33rtier it is to i t  of an fnimblc spirit foitlj tfjc ioin'g, tfjart to lifailc tfje 

spoil foitfj tf)C prouil.— P ro v . xvi. 19.

A t  first sight this would not appear correct, in jo in in g  the proud some evident 
gain is spoken o f ; the spoil, the honour, power, or wealth they have g o tte n » 
what then have the low ly  to offer in exchange for this ? L et us look  into G o d ’s 
word and we shall find “  G od  resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the 
hum ble.”  “  I  dwell in the h igh and holy  place, with him also that is o f  an 
hum ble spirit.”  So then the low ly have G od  with them, but the proud have 
H im  against them.

Illustrations.— T he low ly  violet unseen in the hedge, yet filling the air with 
perfum e, rather than the tall gaudy poppy looked on as a w e e d ; a poor rough- 
look ing  young man offered h im self as m issionary to China, the Comm ittee did 
r o t  think him  a suitable person, so told him he cou ld  only go  as the m issionary’s 
Fcrvant, the you ng man replied he was w illing to go  any way, or do anything» 
for C hrist— H e went, and becam e one o f  the greatest Chiness missionaries, 
D r. M ilne.

A p p l i c a t i o n .— L et us learn o f  Him  who was m eek and lo w ly  in heart, so 
that being like H im  here, we m ay be also like H im  hereafter. L e t us look to 
what we are in G od 's  estim ation, rather than to com pare ourselves with our 
fellow-sinners.
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11 Let him that heareth say—Come.” — K e v .  xx ii.

.WAS spoken—and the mandate sped the heav’nly portals by,
And Patmos’ shores re-echoed to the bidding of the sky.
The saint, in exile there, awhile the Unseen land had trod,
The Spirit had revealed to him the secret things of God !

,And scenes of untold glory there had met his raptured gaze, 
well might fill his inmost soul with wonder, love and praise. 

B^t best of all,—where seraphs’ songs make Heav’n’s high arches 
In aU his matchless beauty clad, did he behold his King 1 [ring, 

The Lord of Heaven,vvliom saints adore, before whom angels bow,
The Man of Sorrows otoce confessed ; the King of Glory now.
He, who in all his tended love had led his chosen band,
To share his parting blessipg, and to hear his last command,
“ Go preach My Gospel, soW l it forth, and tell it far and wide,
Let every son of Adam kno\\ for him the Saviour died 1”
And now, as, fading from his sight, the wondrous vision fled,
Again that voice its bidding spare, and these the words He said,—
“ The Spirit and the Bride say—"Njome,” oh listen to the call,
" Let him that heareth shout it fortV the welcome free to all,
“ And whosoever will may come, ancNdrink to thirst no more,
“ Of that pure stream, whose boundless^de, hath never known a shore.
11 Let him that heareth, sound it forth ”-Athe solemn charge was given,
It falls in all its binding power on every hlyr of Heaven.
Time cannot rob it of its force, nor sot at nought its claim,
Though years on years have passed and gone, the bidding stands the same t 
Oh I Christian, rouse thee to the call, thy destiny fulfil,
Speed thee to labour for the Lord, to do thy Maker’s w ill!
The time is short— with lightning speed the moments fade away,
With rapid strides the night comes on—“ Go work Vhile yet ‘tis day.” 
Unceasing be the fervent zeal ; unceasing be the lover?
That points the sinner to the Throne where Jesus pleadi above,
That tells him of the blissful joy  to know of sins forgiveri 
Of the Christian’s happiness on earth, and glorious home i i  Heaven.
Lo, this thy duty child of God, oh say, can ought compare,
With such an honoured embassy as thou art called to bear 1 
Oh ! hast thou been content to live, unheeding those around,
Who know not of that rest in Christ that thine own soul hath fofljid ?
Then speed thee to the vineyard now, and thou shalt surely see,
Though many labourers there are found, the L ord  hath need of thee 
A nd when on high to every saint, He doth his crow n award,
He will in nowise suffer thee to lose thy bright reward.

S. W.
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HAPPENED the other day 
to meet in my reading with 
a little anecdote which 
struck me as affording an 
exceedingly good illustra
tion of what should be the 
Sunday school teacher’s 
motto, to guide him in his 

arduous undertaking. “ An emperor of 
China, in one of hisjoumies, discovered 
a family in which the wives, children, 
grandchildren, daughters-in-law, and 
servants all lived in perfect peace 
and harmony ; the emperor, admiring 
this, enquired of the old man, what 
means he employed to preserve quiet 
among such a number of persons ; 
the man, taking out a pencil, wrote 
only these three words,—‘ Patience, 
patience, patience.'"

Now I am quite sure that if every 
Sunday school teacher would write 
in his heart and memory, this little 
word, patience, and act upon it, he 
would have a very satisfactory report 
to give of its utility at the end of 
the year.

If we look around and see »11 that 
is going on in the busy world—dis
obedience, sin, wickedness of every 
kind—we cannot help feeling how 
patient our Heavenly Father is with 
us, how He bears with us in all our 
backslidings and misdeeds, tenderly 
deals with us in all our errors and 
disobedience, and with what long- 
suffering kindness He looks upon us 
even when we refuse to listen to 
his voice.

Surely we may learn patience from j  
this; and we may leam it too, from | 
the material world around us. The '

beasts of the field in their tender so
licitude for their young—the birds of 
the air in their indefatigable labours 
upon their nests—in all Creation, in
deed, is the same law visible, the law 
of patience.

And me must practise it, too, not 
give way to despondency and com
plaint when our efforts are not 
successful in our classes,—not lose 
our temper, and so our influence over 
those to whom it has pleased God to 
let us minister, not relax in our 
endeavours, and grow cool in our 
exertions because we do not have all 
as we want it, but rather in all our 
thoughts and acts acknowledge the 
power of patience. Give gentle words 
and loving smiles, then “ wait and 
lwpe."

We shall not be disappointed. “ Let 
patience have her perfect work,” and 
the result is tolerably certain.

This virtue is inculcated and spoken 
of in many places in the Scriptures, 
thus, “ In your patience possess ye 
your souls," Luke xxi. 19. “ The God 
of patience grant you to be like 
minded,” Rom. xv. 5. “ Strengthened 
with all might, unto all patience,” 
Col. i. 11. “ Follow after love, pa
tience, meekness,” 1 Tim. vi. II ; and 
so on through a large number of 
instances.

Let each and all of us then cultivatfl 
patience, for
“ As the sunbeam dries the morning 

dew,
Which glitters on the grass ;

So patience will our cares subdue 
And make them lightly pass.”

G r a n d p a p a  H o r s l e y .



C3

C f l m s p n i f t n a J d . l i L Z

To the Editor o f  the Sunday School Teachers' Monthly Magazine.

v Sin,
A  Lecture to Sunday School Teachers, 

on\ he subject of “  Profit and Loss, or the 
Teac\er’s Golden R ule o f  A r i t h m e t i c was 
delivered a short time since at the Kennington 
school r<Wn, by the Rev. J . H. TrrcoiiB.

After pointing out various faults in teaching, 
the Lecturcnmade the following remarks :—

“  A  teacber\nay be talented, zealous, care
ful in the preparation of her lessons, and 
Punctual in her'attendance; she may also 
have perfect controfvover her class, and yet be 
teaching at a dead Ttes, owing to her incon- 
si*tcncy. Hear what one of her scholars has 
to say about her just aftHr leaving the school
room :— ‘ I  should like to lm ow , too, w hy she 
Wanted to say anything abd^t m y frock—her 
dress is smart enough, Tm su:

object in quoting the above words, is not 
to draw attention to the question of dress 
Except as it  concerns the chilaten  o f our 
Sunday schools, and their parents;  fto I  trust 
our teachers, as a body, are careful to\bserve 
the Apostle’s injunction :—“  Whose adorning 
let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting 
the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putti 
°u of apparel.”

TVe have already learned from Mr. Titcomb, 
"hat children feel when they are too pointedly 
rebuked respecting the style or quality of the 
Nothing which their parents have provided 
f°r them : and if w o follow  one of these girls 
home, we shall probably hear her mother 
sPeak somewhat thus :—

“ Never mind what Miss Stately says, m y 
^°ar, she thinks you’re not so good as her, and 
slle wants to put you down because you’re 
Poor. However, she won’t tell you of it 
^Sain, for you shan’ t go to school while she's 
the teacher of your class. It  was only last 
"eek  she told Jenny Frozenhand it was very 
^proper to bring a muff to the Sunday 
*ehool. W hy, bless me, her mother has gone 
Without a new pair of warm gloves this 
"inter on purpose that the poor child might 
j^ 'e  the little worsted muff—and then to be 
aQghed at for i t ! She wouldn’t have had it 

ft  all only her hands and wrists were so 
°hopped ’ w ith the cold w in d : and her 

pother was in the right when she sent word 
hat Jenny wouldn’t be at school again till 

Weather was warmer. I’m sure Mr. 
~°U8ideratc, the superintendent, wouldn’t have 
rented her as her teacher did.”

X ow  should any of your readers think this 
picture somewhat overdrawn, I  would appeal 
to the experience of all who are thoroughly 
acquainted with Sunday school w ork ; for 
they know too well that as a matter of fact 
the poor resent unnecessary interference with 
what they believe to be their own business.

But let me give a case in point. A  friend 
of mine, w ho superintends a Sunday school at 
the East end of London, has noticed latterly 
that many of the better-dressed children have 
either absented themselves or been Irregular 
in their attendance; and on making inquiry 
as to the cause, he has discovered that a most 
influential lady, who teaches the Bible Class, 
has on various occasions so much annoyed 
not only several of her own girls but also 
their sisters and companions, by her un
warrantable dictation respecting their Sunday 
attire, that she has at last succeeded in thin- 
ing the school of nearly all the comparatively 
well-dressed girls, so that the forms are now 
occupied only by labourers’  children.

A s this case is one of recent occurrence, and 
illustrates what is passing elsewhere to m y 
certain knowledge, I  sincerely hope that some

th in g  may be suggested which w ill tend to 
a^ate the evil. But some one may ask, 
“  oyght, then, children who exhibit a love of 
flncW to be altogether unchecked ? ”  Certainly 
not. tAU I  urge is a greater amount of for- 
bearan<?fe on the part of those w ho have to 
deal witlrvthe children of the poor. C«rtain 
teachers w ho possess what they call “  taste ”  
are sometiniM unnecessarily shocked w ith 
what they dendttiinate the “  impudent mimicry 
of the lower orddte.” Doubtless, girls are to be 
met with in everjnfiunday class who display a 
love for showy colours, and who never see 
“ teacher” with anything new without de
siring to possess an akicle similar to it in 
appearance. W ell, if “  tW lier  ” be a pattern 
which her younger and V>orer sisters will 
do well to copy, no great V trm  w ill come 
of the im itation; but if, insffcid of dealing 
thoughtfully and prayerfully V i t h  so im
portant a matter, she be led to Wipund need
lessly the unduly sensitive fee lin g  o f the 
little maidens who come to hear ’gracious 
words from her lips, they may leaVe her 
without a sigh, and be w holly given tH the 
love of this world’s pomps and vanities. F^m, 
Sir, yours respectfully, H , C’.‘
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SPECIAL FUND.
At tlic Annual Meeting of tlie Society 
in 18G0 it was announced that a sum 
of £1500 was necessary to place the 
Institute in a position to carry on its 
work satisfactorily. Since that time 
strenuous efforts have been made to 
raise the required sum, and we are 
happy to be able to announce that

H a l i f a x . —On Tuesday Evening, December 
10th, The Rev. H. J . Burfleld re-delivered his 
lecture on “  Sunday School Teaching,”  in the 
Upper Victoria Street School, when the at
tendance of teachers and the interest given to 
the lecture were equally gratifying.

W a k e f i e l d . — On Thursday, December 19th, 
18G1, a lecture on “  Sunday School Teaching: 
its aim, its difficulties, its reward,”  was de
livered by the Rev. H. J . Burfleld, M .A ., 
Incumbent of St. James’, Bradford, Honorary 
Secretary to the Institute, in Alms-house Lane 
School-room. The Canon Camsage, the Vicar, 
presided, and was supported by several of his 
clerical brethren; the attendance j  of Sunday 
school teachers was very satisfactory and 
evinced very much interest in the lecture, 
which was in every respect an admirable one 
and eminently practical.

I s l i n g t o n . — Three Lectures, 'as announced 
in our previous number, have been delivered 
during the past month, at' St. Mark’s School
room, Islington-park, to Senior scholars. The 
attendance on each occasion was most grati
fying.

MISSIONARY.

C h i n a .—Harder of American Missionaries 
at Shanghae.—Letter from the Rev. W . H. 
Collins, Sliangliae, October 24th.

“  I  hasten to communicate to you an event 
by which the Missionary band in China has 
been sadly bereaved, and all our hearts filled 
with grief. Two of our brethren residing at 
Che-foo, in the province of Shan-tung— 
Mr. Parker, of the American Episcopal Board, 
and Mr. Holmes, of the American Southern 
Baptist Convention—have been barbarously 
murdered by tho rebels. Slian-tung has for a 
long time been disturbed by these marauders. 
The imperialist generals have reported many 
victories gained by their own prowess over 
the rebels; nevertheless, rebellion continued 
to flourish and gain strength. About three 
weeks aco a band threatened f!he-fnr>. situ!

the sum of £1000 has been obtained. 
This will enable the Committee to 
meet many of the pressing claims 
upon them, and they trust that the 
friends of education may still further 
assist them, by placing at their com
mand the sum yet required.

approached to within thirty miles, leaving" 
desolation in Its rear. Men, women, and. 
children, were ruthlessly murdered by these 
savage men w ith fiendish cruclty. The two 
brethren before mentioned started on the fifth 
or sixth of this month to meet this band of 
rebels, w ith the benevolent intention to per
suade the chief to restrain the excessive cruelty 
of his followers, and of urging him to abstain 
from an assault upon Che-foo, which would 
only result in useless slaughter, the town being 
under French protection. The two brethren 
met the rebels, and were admitted to an 
interview w ith the chief, w ho, becoming 
irritated (so it is reported) by their exhor
tations, ordered them to be killed. They 
were expected by their friends to return i° 
two days, but their prolonged absence oc
casioned great anxiety, increased by reports 
of the murder of two foreigners. The agonizing 
suspense was changed into a terrible certainty 
on the retreat of the rebels. About a wee* 
after the murder a party of friends discovered 
the dead bodies disfigured by many w ounds* 
The remains were deposited on a small ufl* 
inhabited island, which Mr. Holmes had 
himself consecrated as burial ground, W 
consigning to its keeping the body of his littl© 
girl—his only child. Wide spread and vetf 
deep is the sympathy felt for the bereaved 
families.

“  This is to us a deeply afflictive dispensation» 
The two brethren have been * cut off in th® 
midst of their days,’ and at the commencemeD 
o f their missionary career. W e now look UP 
to the great Head of the Church, and beseech 
Him to manifest his power and wisdom, W  
educing good out of what appears to us to be 
great evil. Christian missionaries have ontf 
recently been established in the large a11 
important province of Shan-tung. The mission 
is thus called in its infancy to endure a sever® 
affliction. May the Lord graciously &rilD ’ 
that as in ages past, so now, the blood of hi
C fin t n n f .  m n ir  Kn t h a  ennr1 r, f  fl.Q  r h n f f i h . "
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MONGthenumerous clusters 
of islands studding the 
Pacific Ocean, the Feejee 
or Fiji group are situated 
across the 180th degree of 
longitude, and from six
teen to nineteen degrees 
south of the Equator. 

They consist of above two hundred 
elands and islets (about eighty of 
Which are inhabited) of various sizes 
and shapes, and many of them of 
great beauty: the largest two are 
Vitilevu, about ninety miles long and 
fifty broad, and Vanualevu, about one 
hundred miles long, and eighteen to 
thirty miles across, all the others are 
Considerably smaller; many bear clear 
traces of volcanic action with grand 
fountain scenery, others are beautiful 
Coral isles, covered with verdure. They 
Were discovered in 1G43, by Tasman, 
aad about a hundred years after 
Waited by Captain Cook ; at the com
mencement of the present century 
*hey began to be frequented by trading 
vessels. The sea breezes moderate the 
topical heat, but nevertheless from 
December to February a European 
constitution suffers much from the 
oppressive heat of the days, followed 
often by cold nights.
. The population of the Fiji Islands 
*s about 150,000, being much reduced 
J-U'iug the past fifty years by wars. 
. e people appear to form a connect- 

link between those of East and 
esi Polynesia, they are darker than 
6 inhabitants of the islands to the 

eastward, yet finely formed and in
telligent.

The average height exceeds that of

Europeans, men exceeding six feet be
ing by no means rare : broad chests, 
strong arms, short necks and regular 
features, being characteristics of the 
race. Although generally looked upon 
with disgust from the knowledge of 
the horrid customs which have marked 
them, the Fijians possess powers of 
mind and qualities, which, under the 
influence of Christianity and civil
ization, will assist in forming a fine 
character. Strong feelings, fidelity 
whether in loving or in hating, acute 
senses, remarkable tact, and great 
powers of hiding their emotions, are 
prominent traits; they have conversa
tional powers of a high order, and 
entertain each other, or strangers, with 
tales, legends, even poetry, or with 
jests and “  chaff.” But the moral 
condition of these people shows how 
debased man can become when “ God 
gives them up to their own lusts” and 
passions, while their evident conscious
ness of the guilt of their conduct 
justifies a holy God in ordaining, that 
“ as many as have sinned without law 
shall also perish without law.” They 
are very proud of their pedigree, their 
country, their persons, and as usual 
with boasters are much given to lying; 
covetousness makes them thieves; but 
the worst features of their character 
are their cruelty, revenge, malice, and 
savage bloodthirstiness: indeed the 
shedding of human blood seems too 
often to be delighted in for its own sake 
as well as from motives of vengeance. 
From their earliest years children are 
trained up to cruelty, being brought 
up even to strike their mothers, to 
manifest anger and revenge, and
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hatred against their enemies. Poly
gamy is practised, especially by the 
chiefs, and gives rise to great jealousy 
and often to cruelty among the wives, 
to the destruction of their offspring 
before or after birth, and to other 
crimes. Upon the death of a chief 
his wife or wives, and sometimes his 
mother, are put to death, and aged 
parents are often treated [with great 
cruelty, or very commonly put to 
death by strangling or the club: 
sick persons are left to perish if with
out friends, but if they have relatives 
are attended until recovery seems 
hopeless, or they become burdensome, 
when they are buried alive. At the 
burial of a chief a certain number of 
fingers are cut off from his female 
attendants and hung round the house, 
the men cut off their whiskers or hair, 
and fasting and mourning lasts for 
several days. Cannibalism prevailed to 
a most fearful extent, and upon the 
slightest pretexts : not only were 
captives taken in war cooked and 
eaten, but during the building of a 
new canoe, upon its being launched, 
and on many occasions, without any 
cause but from the horrid desire of 
eating human flesh, victims were 
sacrificed. Forks were kept with 
which to eat this food which were 
tabu or sacred to this purpose. Some
times the fiendish torture of cutting off 
a part and cooking it while the vic
tim was still alive was practised, and 
it is actually said, that some of the 
worst criminals numbered those whom 
they had eaten by hundreds.

Some of the islands are subject to 
one king, others have many different 
chiefs one being acknowledged as head, 
and again the king of one island often 
holds sway over and claims tribute 
from several others; these kings rule 
with a despotic power: the presence

of a few runaway sailors with fire
arms has sometimes enabled the king 
of one island to subjugate those 
around. Wars are constantly oc
curring both within and between the 
islands, the weapons in use are spears 
and clubs, and the Fijian seldom 
allows them to be beyond his reach, 
not for aggression but to be prepared 
for defence : great skill is often shown 
in erecting defences to protect a town, 
earth ramparts, reed or cocoa fences, 
and moats, being formed. Captives 
are sometimes tortured, and the women 
celebrate the return of a war party 
with songs of triumph.

In the arts of peace the Fijians 
have attained great excellence. In 
agriculture they surpass most of 
the Pacific islands, they grow large 
quantities of yams, kumeras or sweet 
potatoes, taro the native “ bread,” 
bananas, sugar canes, and many other 
kinds of edibles, and by careful cul
tivation all are brought to great per
fection, although their implements art 
few and simple. Their clothing (until 
the introduction of European) was of 
cloth called masi, manufactured from 
the bark of the malo tree, softened by 
water and beaten together, sometimes 
made into lengths of one hundred to 
one hundred and fifty yards, such 
sizes being specially for the king, but 
often from fifteen to thirty feet square; 
the women were very clever in print
ing and dyeing it in various pattern® 
and colours. The heat of the climate 
renders little clothing necessary, the 
men wear a sash or band of cloth, 
usually of six to ten yards long, but 
for the chiefs they are much longer, 
wound round the centre of the body, 
the chest upwards, and below the 
knees being bare. The women wear 
a broad girdle or waistband, with ® 
deep fringe hanging from it. The
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men dross their hair in moat extra
ordinary styles, the chiefs keeping a 
hairdresser for the purpose: their hair 
is very stiff and thick, and when pro
jecting six or eight inches round the 
head has the appearance of a solid 
mass, sometimes in the form of a 
chancellor’s wig, sometimes in tufts 
or in twisted cords and tassels the 
variety being considerable ; moreover 
>t is dyed black, white, or red, some
times of two colours, and often 
coated with a black powder. The 
married women often dress theirs, but 
the younger not, their hair is some
t h in g  like a mop. Both sexes are 
fond of ornament, shells, ivory, teeth, 
beads, etc., worn as necklaces, armlets, 
and earrings, the latter of consider
ate  size and weight. Tattooing is 
confined to the women, and to a part 
of their persons only.

In handicraft, the Fijians excel the 
natives of most of the neighbouring 
islands, iu the manufacture of cocoa- 
nut mats, sails, fishing nets, baskets 
®nd pottery they display great skill, 
as well as in the building and carving 
®f their canoes, the mechanics em
ployed upon them forming a separate 
class: these are well built, the smaller 
°f a single tree, but the larger carefully 
formed of planks, strongly and neatly 
hound together with sinnet, or cocoa- 
fibre twine. Their war clubs and 
spears are often elaborately carved 
and inlaid in some cases with ivory 
Or teeth, dishes and forks are carefully 
formed of hard wood, and yet their 
°nly tools were stones, coral shells, 
and rats’ teeth set in wood, with 
Pnmice stone for the finishing touch.

e‘r houses are of various materials 
tad forms, in some islands appearing 
Jjke large wicker baskets, in others 

e rustic arbours, or again oblong or 
c°uical hayricks; wooden posts and

stakes, reeds, basket work, sinnet, and 
grass being most used. The Fijians 
are clever in the management of their 
canoes (which at sea are usually pro
pelled by a sail), as well as in fishing, 
turtle being most sought after and 
successfully pursued. They have for 
many years carried on a trade with the 
Tongan and Friendly Islanders, par- 
roquets, feathers, mats, and European 
articles being the principal objects of 
barter ; for fifty years back a traffic has 
been maintained with other nations, 
sandalwood, and biche-de-mer (an 
enormous sea slug, a great delicacy 
in China) for the Chinese market,^ 
and more recently turtle shell and 
cocoanut oil being the articles supplied 
from Fiji.

Their food consists of various roots 
which they cultivate, fish, and hogs, 
they use at all their feasts a strong 
drink called yagona, and are also 
fond of tobacco. The religion of the 
Fijians is confined to a superstitious 
fear of certain gods of different rank, 
to many of whom they ascribe the 
worst vices which they practise them
selves, their principal deity is named 
Ndengei, but each chief and each craft 
has its favourite. They consult the 
god before proceeding to war, and on 
other occasions, offering considerable 
quantities of food, including human 
flesh, part being consumed by them
selves, and the portion assigned to the 
god being eaten by the priestthe 
temples are inhabited by the priest 
and are often used for other purposes, 
such as for council chambers, or for 
lodging strangers: while the priest 
gives an answer from the god, he puts 
himself into a sort of frenzy ; at other 
times, however, he adopts a mode of 
divination to guide his answer. The 
natives have a superstitious dread of 
gloomy spots, whieh they suppose
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peopled with evil spirits, and throw 
in leaves to propitiate them, they also 
believe that the spirits of the dead 
revisit the earth. The dead they 
suppose have to find their way to 
their future abode, called Mbulu, by 
a long and wearisome path, beset with 
evil spirits who delay their approach ; 
those who found it most difficult are 
bachelors, and those whose wives were 
not killed at their death to accompany

them, women who are not tattooed 
are severely punished in Mbulu. The 
custom of tabu, or attaching sacred
ness to things or persons, prevails 
among them ; this has been already 
explained in our sketch of the New 
Zealanders.

In our next, we shall see that the 
gospel has power to change and renew 
even the debased condition of these 
Islanders.

fnotoUîip fjrt fanimaiîï of ^Uligion.
PART II.

HAT, then, is the pro- 
per connection between 

IK iM M  knowledge and religion f 
_ Christianity, instead

of forbidding a pursuit 
after knowledge, rather 
invites us to it—it af
fords incentives enough, 

motives enough for its recipients to 
educate and enlarge their minds. 
“ Consider the lilies of the field," is 
the injunction of the Saviour Himself, 
evidently recommending to our re
search and investigation, the wonders 
of his own beautiful world, as well 
for our spiritual profit, as for our 
intellectual progress.

Christianity, however, peremptorily 
refuses the inverting of the Divine 
method and order—she solicits our 
affections first, and, enjoins us, in 
fact, to seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness—these 
enlisted, she then urges on us the 
benefit which will accrue from an 
observant and thoughtful mind in 
things natural. And such had the 
poet who sang—

“ O nature, all thy seasons please the 
eye

Of him, who sees a Deity in all,
It is his presence that diffuses charms 
Unspeakable, o’er mountain, wood, 

and stream.”
Indeed, it is impossible to become 

acquainted, strictly, with these beauti
ful and instructive subjects, without 
having our conceptions of God en
larged, and our own nothingness 
exhibited ; or without being led to 
perceive, on every hand, new and 
striking evidences of his benevolence 
in adapting the constitutions of his 
creatures to the circumstances in 
which they are to live, and in providing 
for their various necessities and wants.

Now, it has been often asserted, thft* 
religion shuns the light of science. 
We ask, could any statement be more 
unfounded? Divine revelation, in
stead of placing a barrier upon 
research, invites to the closest and 
most searching investigation, and 
challenges the most rigid modes of 
investigation. In a word, it com
mands us to prove all things,


