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FIFTY-NINTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY.

S E R M O N S .
Wednesday evening, May 5, by permission 

the Rector, a Sermon was preached in S t. 
‘HARy-le-How Church , Cheapside, by the R ight 
Rev. the L ord B ish op  of Ca rlisle , on behalf 

the Society, from the text, “ All my springs 
are in  thee,” Psalm  Ixxxvii. 7.

On Thursday evening, May 6, by  permission 
of the M inister and Trustees, a  Sermon was 
preached in Surrey  Ch a pel , by the Rev. D r . 
H amilton , of the Scotch Church, R egent’s 
Square, from the words, “ Give attendance to 
reading,” 1 Timothy iv. 13.

ANNUAL MEETING.
The Annual Meeting was held in  E xeter  

H all, on F riday evening, May 7.*

The chair was taken by John M arsiim an , Esq.
The proceedings commenced by praise, after 

which the Rev. John  W e ir , d .d ., offered prayer.
fh e  Chairm an  sa id : I t  is impossible for any 

one imbued w ith  Christian feelings, and anxious 
tor the diffusion of Christian truth, to attend an 
Annual M eeting of the Religious Tract Society  
Without feelings of deep gratification. These 
feelings arise not merely from the large sphere 
° f  usefulness which the Society occupies, but also 
from that w ise and salutary provision which has 
keen made in its constitution, that its efforts 
shall be lim ited to the publication of doctrines 
Which are admitted by all evangelical churches 
to be the fundamental and essential principles of

* The Committee remind their friends, th a t in this account
the proceedings of the Anniversary, they are only respon

sible for the Abstract of the Report and the Resolutions.

Christianity. I t  is by means of th is provision 
tha t it  is enabled to unite the efforts of all deno
minations of Christians, w ithout compromising 
in any measure the distinctive characteristics of 
any one. This concentration of effort appears 
to be peculiarly adapted to  the exigencies of this 
country, where, notw ithstanding all the advan
tages th a t we enjoy of Christian instruction and 
Christian privileges, there is a mass of igno
rance and immorality which is calculated to 
fill the mind w ith astonishment and dismay. 
I t  is most gratifying to observe the success 
which has attended the efforts of this Society in 
the diffusion of Christian know ledge; bu t while 
you are enabled to look back upon the past w ith 
feelings of peculiar pleasure and of gratitude, i t  
is impossible, in the contemplation of those de
velopments which we continually perceive in the 
state of society among the lower classes of this 
country, to indulge those feelings except in  com
bination w ith a deep sense of the responsibilities 
which are laid upon you with regard to the 
future. But I  reckon it  among the trium phs of 
this Society (and it  appears so peculiarly to 
those who are in the same position as myself, 
returning to their native land after an absence 
of nearly th irty  years), tha t its success is not to 
be measured by the actual distribution of tracts 
and treatises by means of its own agents. I f  you 
would estimate its importance and its success, 
you must look a t the improved tone of society 
which it  has been the instrum ent of establishing, 
and which is exhibited by the publication of 
innumerable works and treatises of an improved 
character, issued by independent booksellers who 
are acting for their own benefit. I  attribute it 
entirely to the exertions of this Society th a t we 
have been brought in England to such a state of 
religious advancement, th a t the publication of 
tracts similar to those issued by this Society, 
and of which the Society set the first example, 
is found to pay as a m atter of speculation. I



THE RELIGIOUS TEACT SOCIETY REPORTER? [Mat 19. 1858,

th ink  this is one of the most gratifying incidents 
connected w ith the present state of society in  this 
country. B ut exactly in proportion as the home 
sphere of this Society is occupied by other and 
independent agencies, so is the sphere of foreign 
exertions continually enlarging before your view. 
The Society now embraces in its operations every 
quarter of the globe, and its efforts are intended 
to enlighten every tribe of mankind. W herever 
Christian influences are felt throughout the 
world, there you find the messengers of this 
Society, elevating the minds of the natives, and 
directing them . to the fountain tha t has been 
opened for sin and for uncleanness. In  thus 
contemplating the enlarged sphere of operation 
which is opened before the Society in foreign 
and heathen lands, we are enabled to connect it  
in  a great measure w ith the progress and sta
bility of the B ritish dominion abroad. I t  is on 
the occasion of these anniversaries, when we 
meet in the Bible, and the Tract, and the various 
Missionary Societies, th a t we are enabled to take 
a comprehensive view of their exertions,—to 
trace their labours through India, through China, 
through Australia, through Africa, and thus to 
estimate the magnitude of the British dominions, 
and also to appreciate the importance of those 
interests which are connected w ith its increase 
and stability. A t the present time, the mutiny 
in  India has draw n the attention of the public 
more particularly to the wants and exigencies of 
th a t country, and our minds have been attracted 
towards th a t empire which lias been so myste
riously established, and hitherto so mysteriously 
m aintained by a handful of foreigners amidst 
one-hundred-and-eighty millions of people. This 
m ystery is a t once solved, when we are enabled 
to raise our consideration to the great mission 
which devolves upon England in regard to tha t 
country. Throughout the continent, the progress 
of secular and divine knowledge, the diffusion of 
all those ideas and principles which tend to ele
vate the mind, is inseparably connected w ith 
the permanence of our dominion there. I f  during 
the revolt, which, I  trust, now has been brought 
in some measure to a close, the B ritish power had 
been compromised, and our empire had ceased 
in the country, all those various agencies which 
we had established for the diffusion of secular and 
divine knowledge would have been extinguished 
w ith it, and the sun of Christian civilization 
would have set in  the midst of heathen darkness. 
The great revolt th a t has recently occurred is 
not an incident th a t w ill rapidly pass into ob
livion. I t  w ill necessarily leave a deep and 
perm anent impression on the minds of the natives 
from one end of i t  to the other, and, notw ith
standing the indifference of the government of 
the country to the progress of Christianity, the 
impression will be universally to connect the 
progress of Christian tru th  w ith the re-establish
ment of the B ritish dominion in  greater power 
’ n i  brighter splendour. This idea seems also to

be gaining ground, in  some measure, even in 
th is country amongst secular politicians. S ixty 
years ago the idea of converting the natives of 
India to Christianity was considered, both in 
Parliam ent and in  the press, the most absurd 
and dangerous idea tha t was ever entertained by 
a feverish imagination. B ut w hat do we see at 
the present day ? In  the contemplation of tha t 
immense drain of men, and the immense expen
diture of money, which w ill be necessary to re
establish our dominion in  the East, i t  has been 
inquired by some of the organs of public opinion, 
whether i t  was w orth while to continue the 
struggle. I t  has even been suggested tha t no 
national interests would be compromised by 
cutting India ad rift; and w hat has been the 
reply ? That we were bound by the most sacred 
of all obligations to continue our protection to 
the people; th a t we were bound to w ater the 
seeds of secular and divine knowledge which we 
had im planted th e re ; and th a t by our past pro
ceedings, and the expectations we had raised, we 
were bound also to establish a government 
sufficiently strong to protect the progress of 
improvement in  every department. Now it  is 
certain that, whatever sacrifices may be neces
sary, our government w ill be established in 
India w ith greater force and a greater prospect 
of permanence than ever. You may measure 
almost the extent of our future power by the 
efforts th a t have been made to resist it, and we 
shall all come back to the conclusion drawn by 
D r. Marshman in a conversation w ith Sir Charles 
Metcalfe. The la tter gentleman was u ttering 
th a t sentence which he was so much in the 
habit of uttering, “ th a t as our empire came in  a 
day, so i t  would depart in  a night, and tha t some 
morning we should wake and find the em
pire gone.” D r. Marshman replied, “ W e are 
immortal until our work is done; and we have 
two centuries of work before us in  India.” The 
first opinions th a t were formed w ith regard to 
the m utiny have been, we are happy to find, 
corrected, and in some measure abandoned. I t  
was stated by those who are inimical to the 
progress of improvement in India, tha t it arose 
from our headlong progress of innovation—from 
the abolition of suttees—from the privileges 
granted to the convert, of continuing to enjoy 
the inheritance of his ancestors—from the per
mission given to widows to m arry again, and 
from the support given by the government to 
missionary schools; and some w ent so far as to 
say tha t i t  was to be attributed entirely to mis
sionary exertions. I  remember well to have 
heard, when the m utiny first broke out, one of 
the Indians of the old school saying, “ I t  is the 
missionaries th a t have done i t  all.” This asser
tion has met w ith the most decided refutation 
from the natives themselves. As soon as the 
report of a speech of a noble Lord, who now 
occupies a very im portant position in the govern
ment, in  the House of Lords, was published in
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India, a meeting was held of a  native society, 
consisting of the most intelligent and opulent 
and influential natives of Calcutta, none of whom 
are C hristians; and they passed a resolution, the 
purport of which was, th a t although they dif
fered entirely from the missionaries in  regard to 
the tru ths of Christianity, they still regarded 
them as a body of men imbued w ith the most j  
benevolent feelings, and as entitled to rank w ith 
the ancient sages of Hindooism. That is one of 
the evidences we have received from India w ith 
regard to the missionaries. Then there is an
other, which I  will read to you, from a pamphlet 
entitled, “ Thoughts of a Native of Northern 
India on the Rebellion.” The w riter says: “ I t  
is not religion, bu t the want of religion, th a t has 
brought so much evil to this country. The 
people know th a t the government is a Christian 
one. Let i t  act openly as a true Christian ; the 
people will never feel themselves disappointed,— 
they will only admire it. W ho can detest re
ligion ?  I t  is the order of our own Shasters th a t j  
every man is to revere his own religion. You 
may have a thousand missionaries to preach, and j  
another thousand as masters of the schools, at 
the expense of the government, or to distribute j  
a thousand Bibles a t the expense of the govern
ment ; the people w ill not m urmur a t a single 
syllable, although they may laugh and je e r ; but 
take care th a t you do not interfere w ith their 
caste, tha t you do not force them to eat food 
cooked by another in the gaols, or th ru st grease 
down their throats w ith  cartridges made by 
Europeans.” These are the opinions of the natives 
themselves, and I  th ink  they are quite sufficient 
to carry conviction to the minds of the people of 
this country,—both to friends and foes of the 
missionary enterprise,— tha t there is no danger 
whatever to India, and to the permanence of our 
rule there, from the extension of missionary 
efforts. As far as we have been able to obtain 
any real knowledge of the feelings of the natives, 
we have found during this revolt tha t they are 
universally in  favour of the missionaries. The 
fact is, th a t in the efforts of the natives to resist 
the oppressions which have arisen undesignedly, 
I  believe, out of our institutions, they have found 
th a t the missionaries are their best friends, tha t 
the missionaries have sided w ith  the oppressed, 
and not w ith the government. This is not the 
place for me to enter into any discussion as to 
the merits or demerits of that system of govern
ment which has been established in B ritish 
India, the correction of which I  am sure is not 
more dear to any one than i t  is to the govern
m ent itself. But I simply wish to state to you, 
tha t the natives themselves—not the poor and the 
ignorant, but the enlightened and the influential 
—do consider the missionaries out in  India w ith 
feelings, not of aversion, but of esteem and confi
dence ; th a t they consider them as the messengers 
of good, and not of ev il; and it is one of the col
lateral results of this unhappy m utiny tha t we

have been enabled to obtain an insight into their 
feelings regarding the missionaries, which we 
should not otherwise have obtained. W hatever 
allusion has been made by the natives of India 
to the progress of Christianity as the cause of 
the present mutiny, has been entirely confined 
to the idea th a t the government intended to en
force Christianity upon them. I t  is w orthy of 
remark, th a t the views of government are con
sidered to be developed entirely by the one single 
measure of the issue of the greased cartridges; 
and I believe the more we come to examine the 
subject, the more ligh t th a t is thrown upon it, 
the more shall we be enabled to perceive tha t it 
was these greased cartridges th a t were the im
mediate effect of th is revolt in  India, arising from 
an indifferent act of the government, and th a t it 
was not in the smallest degree to be attributed 
to any of the efforts th a t were made for the 
secular or the religious improvement of the 
people, contrary to their ancestral institutions. 
But i t  is exceedingly im portant th a t this idea 
should be removed from their minds, and the 
sooner i t  is removed, the better w ill i t  be for the 
interests of all concerned,—the sooner w ill tran 
quillity be restored, and the more acceptable w ill 
be the message of the missionaries to the people. 
I t  is w ith  peculiar satisfaction th a t all the friends 
of India w ill peruse th a t im portant petition which 
has recently been presented to Parliam ent from 
the various denominations and societies of Chris
tians, and to which I  see the officers of this 
Society have affixed their names. That petition 
is pre-eminently distinguished by the moderation 
of its tone, and by the judgm ent and reason
ableness of its requisitions. I  consider i t  a most 
satisfactory circumstance th a t the preparation and 
the presentation of th a t petition has been delayed 
to the present tim e ; tha t it  was not concocted at 
a moment when the minds of the people of this 
country were inflamed by the recital of those 
atrocities; and th a t the people have had an 
opportunity of cooling themselves down, and 
taking a calm view of the state of things in India, 
before the petition was presented. I  am per
fectly satisfied tha t the appearance of th a t petition 
in India w ill tend to calm a thousand anxieties 
which were created by the report th a t the Chris
tians of this country intended to make extraor
dinary demands upon the government w ith 
regard to the measures to be pursued in  India, 
and that the legislature was too feeble to resist 
them. I t  has gone out to India th a t it  was the 
intention of the religious public in this country 
to demand of the government th a t caste should 
be universally pu t down by public authority, and 
also th a t every public assistance should be given 
to the spread of Christianity. The natives there 
have been led to suppose th a t the B ritish govern
ment intended to force Christianity upon them, 
and to abrogate those principles of religious 
toleration which have always guided the govern
ment in In d ia ; and every one who is acquainted
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w ith the feelings of the people in th a t country, 
and w ith the tenacity  w ith which they hold to 
their national usages and superstitions, w ill agree 
w ith  me in thinking th a t nothing could be more 
disastrous than such an impression diffused among 
the people, w hether w ith regard to the tranquil
lity  of the government, or the progress of Chris
tian tru th . I  am happy to say th a t those 
impressions w ill be a t once removed by the 
perusal of th a t most wise and judicious petition 
which has this week been presented to Parlia
ment. I  w ill now only make one observation 
w ith regard to the im portant duties tha t are 
devolving upon this Society in reference to tha t 
country. D uring the last twenty-five years 
we have been inaugurating a new era in India. 
W e have established schools, introduced edu
cation, and given a new impulse to the native 
mind such as it has not received for the last 2,000 
years. The natives themselves have established 
more than forty presses in  Calcutta, and they 
are m ultiplying books not by the thousand, but 
by tens of thousands. You will regret to hear 
th a t many of these publications are of the most 
objectionable character, calculated neither to 
improve public morals nor to raise the national 
character. Some of them, indeed, are of the most 
infamous description. I  have in  my eye one work 
th a t w as published about three years ago, so licen- 
tious and so demoralizing in its character and in 
its  \Wiistrations (of which no fewer than 8,000 
copies were sold in Calcutta and its vicinity), 
tlia t the Legislative Council found it  necessary to 
come forward, and pass an Act for restraining 
such publications in fu ture; so th a t we in India 
have, a t any rate, the m erit of having in some 
m easure anticipated th a t splendid Act of Lord 
Campbell’s, recently passed against these publi
cation s. I t  is necessary, therefore, th a t we should 
not o n  ly pu t down th a t which is bad, but also 
give something which is good. We should take 
advantage of this g reat mental movement among 
the natives of India in order to fill the country 
w ith sound knowledge and salutary instruction, 
and I  th ink tha t is peculiarly the province of 
this Society. W hile the missionary societies 
employ their agents in diffusing a knowledge of 
divine tru th  and establishing schools, and while 
the Bible Society is multiplying and distributing 
its Bibles, i t  is the province of this Society to 
m ultiply books of sound secular knowledge and 
true evangelical principles. In  the missionaries 
of India you have the ablest bodies of translators 
to be found in the country ; and in the Calcutta 
Tract and Book Society, you have an auxiliary 
fully prepared to enter upon the field. I  think 
i t  is the bounden duty of your Society to come 
to the aid of th a t Association in Calcutta; to enter 
more vigorously than i t  has yet done upon the 
task of providing a vernacular literature for India 
through these various agencies. I  do not see any 
other organization in this country tha t can carry 
out this object so efficiently as the Religious

Tract Society, and I  tru st during the coming 
year the attention of the Society w ill be more 
particularly drawn to th a t subject.

Mr. George H enry  D a vis , the Secretary, 
then read a brief abstract of the Report, which 
contained a variety of interesting particulars 
connected w ith the Christian press in  various 
parts of the world. Numerous tracts were an
nounced as having been printed during the year, 
besides volumes, and other publications, of a 
useful character, adapted for adults and the 
young in  different ranks of life. N early fourteen 
millions of tracts, and five millions of handbills, 
have been pu t into circulation in twelve m onths; 
while the annual issue of periodicals has 
reached about eleven millions. The total num
ber of new publications amounted to two hun
dred and sixty-one; and the issues from the 
Depository were thirty-four millions, six hun
dred and thirty-eight thousand, four hundred 
and seventy; making the total for fifty-nine 
years seven hundred and eighty-two millions. 
The attention of the friends of the Society was 
directed to the large R eport for detailed accounts 
of the progress of tract-distribution in France, 
Spain, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Russia, Bel
gium, Germany, Switzerland, Ita ly , Turkey, 
Palestine, the E ast Indies, Burmah, China, the 
W est Indies, and other lands. The benevolent 
income f o r  general purposes, was £8,186, while 
the grants were £10,248, showing an excess over 
the former from living sources of £2,062. The 
sales of the year amounted to £75,856. The total 
receipts were£88,730. TheReport concluded with 
an appeal for increased support, on the grounds 
of the great work in which the Society was en
gaged, and the openings presented in the Divine 
providence for the diffusion of Christian tru th .

The Rev. Canon Cham pneys proposed the first 
resolution, adopting the Report, and appointing 
the Committee.

I  th ink I  am not wrong in  describing our 
nation as a practical nation. You have probably 
heard the anecdote related of some person who 
went up to an eminent minister of the gospel 
after a powerful sermon, and said to him, “ I  felt 
much,' sir, under your sermon.” The old man, 
who had learned th a t there are such things as 
evanescent feelings, immediately replied, “ W ell, 
and w hat has i t  made you do ? ” Now a Report 
is always the record of w hat has been done by a 
Society in  the past year. I t  is wisely curtailed 
a t all times, because, however interesting as a 
m atter of study, it does not require to be studied 
in order to get from i t  the im portant truths, 
principles, and facts which it  relates. The ab
stract of the Report has been judiciously short, 
bu t very powerful, and I  do not doubt tha t you 
w ill give the Committee credit for the other parts 
being similar to those which have been read. 
Your feeling in  th a t respect w ill be precisely
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the opposite of th a t once evinced by the excellent 
John Newton. Some one urged upon him that 
i t  was not fair to object to a particular book, be
cause he had not read i t  a l l ; and his answer was,
“ If  I  pu t my knife into a  joint, and find the first 
slice to be tainted, I  do not th ink  i t  is fair to ask 
me to eat the whole in  order th a t I  may judge of 
it.” Now, you have taken a judiciously thin 
slice, and we ask you to accept our assurance 
th a t the other parts are of the same character. 
The Report of a Society is not an unim portant 
m atter. I t  is, in  fact, as w hen the apostles re
turned from a long journey, and reported all th a t 
God had done w ith them . I  ask you to mark the 
words. God had done it, bu t he had done it  
“ w ith them.” This should teach us the spirit in 
which we should a t all times speak of anything 
we have done, remembering th a t God has done 
it  w ith us. I t  is our comfort to know th a t God 
is w ith us, and makes us of our weakness to ex
h ibit his s tren g th ; and in  proportion to our sense 
°f weakness, and our honest confession of it  be
fore God and man, w ill assuredly be the honour 
which the A lm ighty w ill give to the efforts tha t 
such instrum ents p u t forth. W e tru st and believe 
that in th is sp irit of humble thankfulness the 
Committee present to you the satisfactory Report, 
which we hope a great many of you w ill have 
time to read. W e cannot bu t rejoice a t the suc
cessful operations of the Society;— as simple 
Bible Christians we must rejoice. You all re
member the quaint definition of the essentials of 
a  good sermon,—given, I  think, by the excellent 
Rowland H ill,—th a t i t  ought to have the th reeR ’s 
in  it— Ruin, Redemption, and Regeneration— a 
simple and powerful analysis of the great essentials 
of C hristianity; for the man who has learned 
these three R ’s experimentally and practically, 
Jiot only has the earnest of salvation, b u t has 
found salvation. I t  is our conscientious belief 
that all the tracts of our Society m ight be stamped 
w ith the three R ’s, for they every one of them 
come up to the definition. There is not one th a t 
passes before the Committee, and is sent into 
the world, th a t does not contain in  it  the great 
essential tru ths and principles on which our sal
vation depends. W hen we remember the pecu
liar advantages of a tract, we cannot bu t rejoice 
in knowing th a t so large a number of them have 
been circulated both a t homo and abroad. W e 
may say of a tract, altering slightly the language 
of our own English poet,—

“ A tract will catcli him  who a  sermon flies,
And tu rn  delight into a sacrifice.”

There is many a man who is caught by a  tract 
outside the church or chapel, th a t would never 
set his foot inside; so th a t a tract is not only 
draw n fr o m  the Bible (which is probably the 
meaning of the word), bu t i t  is also a  draw er to 
the church, to the chapel, to the Bible, and to the 
God of all. Thus our tracts may be regarded as 
feelers, which the Christian church puts out to an 
enormous distance—telescopic feelers— elongated

hands, th a t reacli to Asia, Africa, America, all 
over the w o rld ; so small th a t they are not per
ceived, yet when they get thoroughly tw ined 
round the heart, they draw the person towards 
th a t God whose attributes they describe. W e 
must not pass over the wonderful providences of 
God w ith  regard to our highly favoured country, 
on which volumes of profitable reflections might 
be compiled. Thus a  volume m ight be w ritten 
on the geological providence of God w ith re
ference to England, bringing those means of 
manufacture, the fire-clay, and the iron-stone, 
and the means of m elting it, all close together, 
so th a t in  one single field you find those three 
strata  by which the iron-masters of England 
can compete w ith  all the iron-masters of the 
world. Then the providence of God w ith  re
gard to the spread of our race and of your lan
guage is a  subject which we cannot study too 
much. W here is there a p art of the world into 
which our tongue has not found its  way, because 
our people have found their w ay there ? And 
w hy is all this ? Surely no t to  aggrandize this 
island, not simply to make our merchant princes 
and our traffickers the m ighty of the earth, not 
to condense in  London a mass of wealth to which 
all the w ealth of the world before has been a 
mere trifle ; not for all this, but as we are told 
w ith regard to the Jews, when God divided to the 
sons of Abraham their inheritance, and placed the 
bounds of the people according to the number of 
the children of Is ra e l; th a t is to say, in his 
placing the different nations of the world, he had 
an eye to tha t wonderful nation which was the 
key of his dispensations before the Redeemer 
came, and the recovery and restoration of which 
to the knowledge of th a t Redeemer is to be life 
from the dead—he had, I  say, in view in thewhole 
arrangements of the earth  the placing of th a t 
people; and in giving us our widely spread em
pire, in  making th is nation an  overflowing and 
swelling population—making us increase a t the 
rate of a thousand a-day, or nearly  so ; opening 
channels into which this stream is to flow ; carry
ing  out not only the liberty and the love of E ng 
lish institutions, and the general character of the 
Anglo-Saxon and his language, bu t also carrying 
in many respects a knowledge of Divine tru th , 
and in  other respects an eager desire for i t ,—do 
we not see in  all this the very machinery for 
spreading the gospel through such a Society as 
this—through this peculiarly happy instrum en
tality , the religious trac t?  W e know that in 
battle a dw arf w ill often slip under the shield of 
the giant, and give him a  mortal wound, when 
the man of his own size could not penetrate liis 
armour. So it  is w ith the religious t r a c t ; it  
creeps under the guard of many a man, and gets a t 
him  in many a way tha t perhaps no other agency 
could do. I t  has been stated tha t the natives of 
India thought th a t there was some mysterious 
magic about these tracts. And is there not ? Is 
i t  not true— not indeed in  their sense of th r
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term ; bu t are they not sent out in  prayer ? and ! 
prayer is never pu t up in vain. The Committee 
meet constantly a t early morn, and  ask God’s 
blessing upon everything tha t goes forth, and 
everything th a t is done ; and can we doubt that 
w hat we send out in  honest, simple-hearted 
prayer w ill have the blessing of God upon i t?  
Though we cannot trace their progress, yet can 
we doubt tha t every one of these little  tracts, 
carrying w ith  it, as it  were, a  seed of Divine 
tru th , shall drop th a t seed into some heart where 
i t  shall bring forth fru it to the glory of God in 
the conversion of the soul ? W herever a soul is 
converted, there we all know we have a nucleus 
of influence, the centre of a planetary system of 
future suns and stars. Let me ask you, when 
you nex t see the new moon, to remember that 
before her month is over one million of tracts 
w ill have gone forth  from this Society— one mil
lion for every month in the year, or three millions 
including other agencies w ith  which the Society 
is connected. I  have had the opportunity of 
observing personally the m anner in  which this 
Society assists other agencies. I  have been con
nected w ith the diocese of Sydney, in sending 
out clergymen and eatechists for the excellent 
bishop. No sooner is a man appointed than he 
asks for and receives a g ran t of tracts for the 
ship in  which he goes out, to distribute among 
the sailors and others as they pass over the m ighty 
deep,—to restrain them from evil, to keep them 
from idleness, and fill their minds w ith  sacred 
thoughts ; and who shall say how many am an, as 
he thus traverses the ocean, finds eternallife ? The 
last time the Bishop of Melbourne was in  London, 
I  m et him in the dépôt of the Tract Society, and 
he said to me, “ They tell me th a t I  never let any 
one go by, who can do anything, w ithout asking 
him w hat he can do for me.” Of course I  
imagined th a t I  was about to be asked to do 
something ; and the bishop said, “ You are one of 
the secretaries of the Society, and you know all 
the tracts ; will you be so kind as to tell me the 
best I  can select, for I  have a  g ran t from the 
Society.” The tracts were for distribution among 
a particular class of persons, and he wanted a 
selection of those best suited to them. You have 
heard how our soldiers receive these tracts when 
they leave our shores, and how they are m et by 
them when they reach India. Go where you will, 
you will find the agency of this im portant Society 
a t work ; and can we for a moment doubt tha t in 
the great day, when the results w ill be told, vast 
numbers w ill be found to have been gathered in 
through its instrum entality P I will only mention 
two facts. Colonel Edwardes— that remarkable 
man— remarkable for his bold Christianity as for 
the manner in  which he extemporised an army 
and defeated the enemy under g reat disadvan
tages—mentioned in a speech which he made 
w ith regard to this very Society, tha t the result 
of missionary efforts was small in actual conver- 

'ons, but was considerable in the general effect

produced on a people habitually opposed to the 
tru th . H e then mentions a  case of a  man 
who was baptized— a man of learning and 
distinction— brother to the high priest. W hen 
on a pilgrimage to Mecca, his mind was awakened 
by a tract. The tract did not send him from the 
Bible, bu t it  gave him a tas te ; it  said to him, 
“ Taste and see th a t the Lord is gracious.” And 
you know w hat a taste does. H e never would 
have drunk unless he had ta s ted ; bu t having once 
tasted, and finding afterwards the author at 
Peshawur, he made inquiries, and openly pro
fessed him self a  believer in  Christianity. Then, 
take another case—th a t of a  young man who is 
said to be on the point of baptism—an Affghan 
native officer in  the corps of Guides. H e was 
formerly a professed robber, living entirely by 
violence and plunder. He also met w ith a  tract, 
w hich was given him  by th a t very Colonel 
W heeler who drew upon himself the strongest 
possible reprobation, because he acted as a true 
Christian, and a  bold, honest soldier of Chris
tian ity  ; though, as you all know, the tone of the 
journals th a t thns spoke of him has been entirely 
altered. Since i t  has been found th a t th a t band 
of heroes who have pu t down the mutiny, and 
exhibited a degree of courage, and endurance, 
and reliance on God th a t Greece or Rome never 
exceeded, were real C hristian men, the press has 
been compelled to w ithdraw  its insinuations 
against over-zeal, and to acknowledge th a t God 
has helped us by those who were his true servants. 
Colonel W heeler gave the man a t r a c t; he then 
enlisted in  the corps to which he now belongs, 
and is regarded as an able and daring soldier. 
H ere is a  man a t one time living by plunder 
and m urdering his fellow-creatures, becoming the 
daring and courageous man, and venturing to 
shows his courage on the rig h t side, even on the 
side of his Redeemer whom he has learned to 
love. These are two out of hundreds of cases 
recorded in  the Report, the adoption of which I 
beg to move.

The Rev. J. H . W i l s o n , of Aberdeen, sa id :— 
In  moving the adoption of this Report, oar 
respected brother said he was struck w ith its 
practical character. My own mind was im
pressed in a similar manner, and as his ideas have 
found expression in one anecdote, I  may be 
allowed to begin my short speech by giving ex
pression to mine in  another. A philosopher, who 
was in the practice of measuring the value of a 
man’s life by his knowledge of the physical 
sciences, had occasion one day to cross a ferry, 
and he asked the ferryman if  he knew anything 
of mathematics. The man replied th a t he had 
never heard anything about them. “ Oh, d e a r! 
said the philosopher, “ you know nothing of 
m athem atics! then the quarter of your life is 
lost. Have you ever heard anything about 
metaphysics ? ’’ “ No, Sir, nothing,” replied the 
ferryman. “ Then,” said the philosopher, “ the
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half of your life is gone.” A t this moment the 
little boat struck upon a  stone ; the w ater came 
in, and as the boat filled, and was about to  sink, 
the ferryman started to his feet, looked the philo
sopher in  the face, and taking oif his coat, said,
“ Can you swim ? ” “ No.” “ Then the whole of 
your life is gone.” Now, Sir, I  rejoice in second
ing this motion, because I  look upon this Society as 
having a tru ly  practical character. I  find in the 
publications some very good things about m athe
matics, and I  would recommend our young friends 
especially to study th em ; I  find also in  them 
something about metaphysics, and I  do not know 
that any man can know the hum an mind as he 
ought to know it, unless he makes metaphysics a 
part of his study ; but, Sir, I  rejoice above all to 
find tha t those publications contain the substan
tial doctrines of C hristianity ; in short, they 
teach men to swim, and so to swim th a t they can 
support themselves on the ocean of life, and be 
fitted for landing in  th a t heavenly kingdom, to be 
with God for evermore. N otw ithstanding all 
that we have heard in  the able Report th a t has 
keen read to us, I  would wish to fix your minds 
on some facts of a very strik ing and encourag- 
Mg character in  regard to the good th a t is done 
hy this Society a t the present m om ent; and then 
I will make a few suggestions, chiefly from my 
own experience, in  order th a t you may be stirred 
to do more for the Society in time to come than 
you have done in  time gone by. I  find, in look
ing over the history of the Society, th a t in  1832 
the total number of its publications was tw enty- 
seven m illions; and in  th a t same year there were 
issued of anti-Christian publications in the 
United Kingdom no fewer than  tw enty-nine 
millions. In  1857,1 have i t  on the best autho
rity , tha t the issue of these infidel, sceptical, and 
useless publications had decreased to tw enty 
millions, while the publieations of the Religious 
Tract Society, as you have heard this day, 
have increased to thirty-four millions. Nor is 
this all. I f  you th ink  of w hat has been done 
hy other societies, you w ill see th a t while this 
Society has continued to prosper, others have 
come collaterally to its aid. Taking into ac
count w hat Mr. Drummond has issued, we have 
had upwards of th irty  millions of copies of tracts 
and other publications issued w ithin the last 
seven years. Now, had i t  not been for w hat 
this Society has done, we never could have 
prospered in this way. L et me give you, by 
way of illustration, my own views of how I 
th ink the Society has stimulated us. N ot long 
since an enterprising farmer selected a piece of 
moorland, and set to work w ith a  view to im
prove it. H e laid down his plans, he ploughed, 
he trenched ; he cultivated a little  spot a t first, 
and gradually enlarged the field of his labour. 
Others, seeing w hat he had done, thought they 
might cultivate similar spots; accordingly they 
set to  w ork ; and if  you were to visit th a t p a r t of 
Scotland you would find the lands literally yield

ing an abundant harvest—all owing to the efforts 
of the farmer who began a t the smallest point, 
and worked his way onward by active means. 
Last autumn, when our beloved Sovereign was 
in  the north, she crossed the country on a visit 
to  Lord Aberdeen ; and as she passed th a t farm, 
having heard something of its history, she gave 
orders th a t her carriage should be stopped. She 
and her royal consort examined it, and while he 
felt interested in the work of the field, H er 
M ajesty was delighted in  seeing w'hat was done 
in the dairy. Thus, then, you find he was en
couraged by the h ighest approbation, and, as he 
told me, ho was animated moro than ever to cul
tivate the wastes around him th a t others m ight 
be encouraged. Now, when this Society began 
in  the year 1799, had i t  no t a  moral waste also to 
reclaim ? D id i t  not begin in a little  spot, and 
has i t  not continued to progress till the “ w ilder
ness and the solitary place have been made glad" 
by it, an d the moral desert has come to “ blossom like 
the rose ? ” Sir, I  may be perm itted to tell this 
numerous and respectable company th a t while, 
on the one hand, our beloved Sovereign and her 
royal consort delighted to visit th a t farm and 
express approbation of w hat had been done, they 
have also delighted to patronise your Society, 
and there is perhaps scarcely a house on the 
whole estate of Balmoral tha t does not contain 
some of your publications. If, again, we look at 
w hat has been done in  England, we shall find 
th a t we have collaterally much to encourage us. 
W hen we read the number of publications issued 
by societies and individuals here, we cannot but 
rejoice to believe tha t this Society is stim ulating 
effort; and on that ground, if  there were no other, 
i t  is w orthy of your encouragement and support. 
Now, le t me say further on this point, th a t there 
never was a  time when your efforts as a Society 
were more needed than  they are a t th is moment. 
In  the year 1846 I  was invited by the proprietor 
o f a  large journal in  London to have a consulta
tion w ith him in the prospect of bringing out a 
new weekly paper. A nd m ark w hat th is gentle
man said. (I am revealing no secret.) He said, 
“ I  find th a t the taste of the public mind is im
proving. I  wish to  get out a paper of a good 

; to n e ; I  wish to get a  few people connected w ith 
; i t  who can give i t  th a t tone, and I  know you are 
: acquainted w ith those who can assist me in  this 
i respect.” The paper came out. I  did not feel it 

to be my duty in  the circumstances to connect 
myself w ith it. The proprietor was desirous of 

; making it  a profitable speculation, and he felt it  
f necessary, in order to keep a  position, to have a 
■ higher-toned publication than  any th a t existed in 
, London. I  am glad to say th a t he succeeded ; 
, and I  believe the time has come when you will 
. have many working in this direction; bu t that 
r will not lessen effort on your part. W hile others 
r are going on thus, we must keep the religious 
f element before the public mind, for w ithout tha t 
- there can be no real progress for time or for
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eternity. I  received the other day a letter 
from a working man, which I  w ill read an 
extract from, in  order th a t you may be encou
raged to support and sustain this Committee 
in  an effort which I  believe they w ill gladly 
make to enlarge the circulation, especially, of 
their “ Leisure H o u r” and their “ Sunday at 
Home.” The le tter was w ritten  by a man who 
but a few years ago knew well by experience the 
k ind of literature to which he refers, as being of 
a sceptical character. Through the grace of God 
upon simple means, he has come to realize a new 
condition of life, and in th a t condition he writes 
to me, w ith reference to our publications, an 
earnest request tha t we would urge th a t the 
“ Leisure H our ” should, if  possible, be enlarged, 
th a t i t  should come into fair and open compe
tition w ith the penny periodicals th a t are now 
abroad, in order that, as he says, we may get a 
fair and equal pennyw orth; for w ithout th a t we 
never can get full justice done to the progress of 
mind. H e says: “ The taste for reading is now 
all but universal. Twenty-six years ago the 
Brothers Chambers considered it  a great achieve
m ent when they attained to a circulation of 
60,000 for their excellent Journal. Now the 
circulation of popular sheets is counted not by 
tens, bu t by hundreds of thousands. I  wish 
much to see their tone improved. I  wish to see 
them w ith a higher moral aim infused into them, 
bu t I  protest against their annihilation; and even 
were i t  possible to be so, I  look upon it  th a t 
th is would be a curse to society. W e w ant more 
cheap periodicals w ith a decidedly moral and 
religious tone. The ‘ Leisure Hour,’ in  so far 
as i t  goes, is a great boon, and I  thank God for it; 
bu t its price, for instance, as compared w ith  the 
‘ London Journal,’ is as two and a half to one. 
Nominally, indeed, the two sheets sell at the 
same price, bu t really the purchaser of the latter 
periodical has more printed m atter for twopence 
than  the la tter for fivepence. This is not as it 
should be. Surely the Religious Tract Society, 
w ith its many thousands of pounds of annual 
subscriptions, shall be able to compete w ith pri
vate enterprise, and thereby find a circulation 
for their periodicals which they never w ill find 
until they give the working man as large a pen
nyw orth for his penny as he can get elsewhere. 
Cheap moral and religious literature ought to be 
literature of progress, and take the lead, instead 
of having to be either dragged or pressed for
w ard.”* Now, Sir, as far I am concerned, I  am 
perfectly satisfied th a t the “ Leisure H our ” is a 
good pennyw orth as it  is, looking at the quality 
of its literature, of its paper, and the p la tes; but 
I  cannot shut my eyes to the fact th a t has been 
meeting me on every hand in  Scotland, tha t the 
working men w ill not discriminate in this w a y ; 
and if  we do not give good bargains, depend

* The writer was not aware that the subscriptions are 
all devoted to gratuitous issues, and not to the cheapening 
of production.

upon it, the “ Leisure H our ” and the “ Sunday 
a t H om e” will not take the place th a t they 
ought to have in the public mind. I  am satisfied 
th a t the Committee w ill th ink  over this, and 
th a t you will subscribe to enable them to meet 
the loss which an enlargement would necessarily 
involve. The proprietor of one of the London 
papers th a t has a large circulation said to me some 
time ago, “ W hen I  commenced this periodical, 
I knew th a t I  should lose money by i t  during 
the first three years th a t i t  was in existence. 1 
lost £10,000, bu t now I  gain by it  £3,000 a-year.” 
So may i t  be w ith  regard to your “ Leisure 
H our.” Give a fund tha t w ill enable the Com
m ittee to sink £5,000 a-year, and I w ill promise 
you th a t before ten years are over i t  w ill be 
self-supporting, if  it  do not bring a profit. We 
are come to the times when we m ust not only 
give everything for a penny, bu t the largest pos
sible amount th a t can be supplied. W hen I find 
a newspaper supplying me w ith the debates in 
Parliam ent of the previous night, news from all 
parts of the globe, and reports of meetings in 
every p art of London, for the low price of a 
penny, I  th ink it  is time, and more than time, 
th a t the Committee of this Society had taken a 
bold and decided stand, in order to compete w ith 
every kind of literature. Leaving th a t point, I 
have only one or two more to refer to. Having 
thought over the best w ay of promoting this 
cause, I  may be allowed to suggest, from my own 
experience, one or two things. There are some 
people who, when they read these papers tha t 
have been spoken of as frivolous and useless, say, 
“ Down w ith th em !” I  have no sym pathy w ith 
th a t feeling. I  say, Down w ith blasphem y! and 
we have it  down, as far as we can get it  by legal 
power ; but, sir, I  say, Up w ith something better! 
And I  believe a t the present moment, w ith all 
the experience of tw enty years’ teetotalism, tha t 
if  we could get a coffee-house and a reading-room 
opposite every gin palace in  London, we should 
be doing more than ever I  and my co-labourers 
will be able to do by means of the pure unadul
terated w ater which we drink. John Knox, 
when he was conducting the reformation in 
Scotland, uttered a sentim ent th a t afterwards 
became a maxim, “ Destroy the nests, and the 
rooks w ill flee aw ay;” and down came the Ro
man Catholic images in  some cathedrals. But, 
John Knox forgot that, unless the rooks could be 
destroyed, they would build again ; and they have, 
sir, and in  Scotland too, and even in  some of those 
places where the greatest amount of force was 
exercised to pu t them down. I  say, then, le t us 
have a fair fight. Ten years ago, in the city where 
I  dwell, I  found iniquity abounding. In  one of 
the worst parts there was a penny theatre, of the 
lowest description, and it  occurred to us th a t we 
ought to get th a t theatre out of the place. How 
was it  to be done ? I  did not go to the m agistrate 
and complain, bu t I  w ent to the proprietor of 
the ground on which the theatre stood, and asked
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for permission to build a timber chapel side by 
side w ith the theatre, so as to give the gospel a 
fair trial. W e provided a faithfully and simply 
preached gospel. W e provided a religious tract 
society, a temperance society, lectures for work
ing men, and reading-rooms ; and w hat followed?
In  three years not only had tha t theatre been 
taken away, bu t some of the leading characters 
in it had fallen before the grace of God, and are 
a t this moment pillars in  the church. I  refer to 
this particularly, because we had there an insti
tution—and wo have it  still—which I  think, if 
carried out, will multiply the issues of this Society 
a thousandfold. I  said to our people ju s t after 
we got our mission organized, “ You must have 
tracts, bu t you shall pay for them . Nothing 
tor nothing in this establishment.” O f course 
we were to support the indigent poor as best we 
could, but tha t was our general rule. Now, I 
said, “ Give me sixty men and women to sub
scribe a  halfpenny a-week each, to begin a t the 
smallest p o in t; le t us form ourselves into a tract 
society, and nominate our secretary and treasurer. 
Half-crown a-week will come to ten shillings a- 
Month, and I  w ill buy for you ten shillings’ 
worth of tracts, a t the wholesale price ; and if we 
receive donations from any of our friends, we 
will mix these tracts w ith  the others.” W o got 
Slxty men and women to subscribe, and a t the 
end of the first month we distributed sixty 
bundles of tracts, each subscriber in the society 
receiving his fair proportion. I  shall never forget 
w ith w hat delight they laid hold of those tra c ts ; 
they felt them to be their ow n ; they read and 
distributed th em ; and the society has continued 
to the present day. I  thank your Secretary for 
his courtesy and kindness, and the Committee for 
their liberality in giving us grants, and enabling 
us to go on on the liberal terms of the Society. 
W e have circulated, by means of this society, not 
only these bu t other publications, no fewer than 
60,000 tracts in tha t district, and to the benefit 
of not a few immortal souls. I f  I  were not 
trespassing on your time, I  m ight keep you till 
m idnight telling you of instances of the good the 
tracts have done by means of our mission. We 
have nearly forty visitors, male and female, out 
of a church of only 400 members, and they 
divide the district between th e m ; we have also 
prayer-meetings and our ragged kirks, and our 
tracts are the never-failing introductories to those 
people’s hearts, th a t we may get them under the 
power of God’s grace by the preaching of his 
word. Now w hat I  am driving a t is this—If  
one church w ith 100 members can purchase and 
sent out 10,000 tracts a-year, why may not others 
do the same ? And if  you can get a society of 
this description formed in  connexion w ith every 
Protestant Church in England and Scotland, to 
say nothing of Ireland, you would thenincrease the 
issues to 150 millions of tracts every year. W hy 
Hot? I  despair of reclaiming the moral wastes 
until we see Christianity realized as a practical

system of tru th . E very church must do some
th ing . The time has gone by  when you will 
find any objections in  the pulpit to the lay 
preacher, male or female, going out and preach
ing the gospel. A gentleman told me the other 
day th a t he had been down to Beckenham, where 
he saw a lady, Miss Marsh, preaching the gospel 
to about 300 working men. “ The apostle Paul,” 
says he, “ does not suffer women to speak in the 
church, bu t he does not say th a t they may not 
preach out of it.” D istribute tracts, then, and God 
w ill bless you. I f  you were a t the river Nile a t 
certain seasons, and saw the people in their little  
boats putting  down little poles of clay, you would 
be surprised, not knowing w hat they were ab o u t; 
bu t if  you were told th a t these little  poles con
tained seed for cultivation, and th a t they  were 
intended to carry seed down to the bottom to lay 
hold of the mud, th a t they m ight grow up, you 
would see the beauty of th a t illustration, “ Cast 
thy  bread upon the w a te rs : for thou shalt find 
it  after many days.”  So go w ith  your tract 
by  means of the Tract Society, or by individual 
effort, and you will find the fruits returning after 
many days. Twenty-eight years ago, I  called 
upon the blessed m inister of the gospel who 
became m y spiritual father in  great distress of 
mind. As I  left him, he pu t two tracts into my 
hand, and said, “ Read these when you go home.” 
One of them was entitled “ How to begin the 
day w ith God,” and the other “ How to end the 
day w ith God,” both of them publications of this 
Society. I  read them , and I  never can forget 
them ; they were blessed to deepen the impressions 
th a t had been produced, and through God’s bless
ing tended to establish me in the Christian faith. 
Now, in  conclusion, le t me implore you to come 
forward and aid the Society by a larger share 
of your contributions than  you have ever yet 
given. I f  every gentleman present would put 
a trac t in  every le tter he writes in  the course 
this year, how much good might be done. God, 
in the north of Scotland, has recently converted 
some of the m ightiest men amongst our land
holders ; and I  know tha t they never w rite a letter 
without enclosing a tract, and th a t they spare no 
expense in getting the tracts of every Christian 
Society circulated throughout the kingdom. They 
sow beside the waters, they p lan t the seed of the 
word, and they go forth w atering it. God is 
sending us times of refreshing from on high. 
Our churches are being stirred up. Millions of 
religious tracts are being scattered, and I prog
nosticate th a t th is American revival has got its 
beginning in  Scotland, and th a t i t  will come to 
England in all its force and power ere long. A 
letter recently appeared in the Christian Times 
from the Rector of W itton, who spent a year in  
America before the revival broke o u t ; and he 
states th a t i t  was preceded by the efforts of those 
who went out w ith tracts, who preached in mission 
chapels, who had their prayer-meetings, who 
were constantly working by aggressive power
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thus to promote the cause of God. Oh, let us 
have faith  then in God, and pray th a t th is Society 
may not only continue to prosper, but th a t next 
year its devoted Secretary and its indefatigable 
Committee may be able to tell you tha t the issue 
has amounted to double w hat it  is now, however 
large and cheering th a t has been.

D r. L ockhart, of China, in  supporting the 
resolution, said—W e have ju s t heard w hat God 
has done by the Religious Tract Society in 
Scotland; we know w hat it  has done in  England, 
and I would desire for a few minutes to make 
some remarks regarding w hat has been done, 
through this Society, in the far-distant land of 
China. I  have been labouring there, as a medi
cal missionary, for severftl y ea rs ; and I  can bear 
testimony to the m anner in w hich the Tract 
Society has aided us, by giving us large and 
constant grants, th a t we m ight be enabled to 
publish the tru th  in  various forms, and scatter 
i t  through th a t great land. W ithout the publi
cations of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
and the Religious Tract Society, missionaries 
would do little  in  China. We have not much 
access to the interior, but we can send tracts 
where we cannot go ourselves; and we have the 
assurance, in many instances, of God’s blessing 
.having accompanied the tracts a t Shanghai, 
Amoy, and other places, and which have been 
carried to the most distant parts of the empire. 
We have m et w ith  people, who have received 
these tracts and portions of Scripture, in the 
borders of China, and have come down to Shanghai 
to declare their faith, and to be fu rther instructed 
in the truths of the gospel. In  this way God 
is blessing his work abundantly. I  had the 
privilege of labouring w ith Dr. M edhurst; I  had 
the honour of labouring w ith him for many years, 
and noticing all he did. H e was a highly ho
noured servant of God in  his day on earth. He 
has passed away from u s ; he has finished his 
course on earth. Many were the consultations 
we had together, when we first went to Shanghai 
in 1843, as to w hat we should do, and how we 
should begin our work. W e took some tracts in 
our pockets, and we said one to the other, “ Do 
not take too many, or the officers will see that 
we are carrying them, and will take them  away 
from us.” W e used to meet a t some place pre
viously arranged, and begin by giving one tract, 
and then another, here and there to the people. 
Dr. M edhurst would say a  few words to some of 
them, and then we would go away, fearful of 
attracting  too much observation. B ut a t length, 
finding tha t the people were rather pleased than 
otherwise, we began to carry our tracts more 
openly ; we took large bundles in  our hands, and 
w ent boldly into the market-places. D r. Med
hurst would get upon some raised platform, and 
there preach widely the tru th  as i t  is in Jesus. 
After a little  while we went into the country, 
s’ld travelled from city to city and village to

village, wherever we had access; and large con
gregations would gather together while Dr. 
M edhurst preached, and I  distributed the tracts— 
sometimes as many as two or three thousand in 
one day. W e have seen congregations as large 
as these meetings in E xeter H all, listening to the 
words of D r. Medhurst w ith attention and earn
estness. W e used to stand in the market-places, 
and watch the crowds th a t were before us with 
deep emotion. I t  was a new th ing to us. W e were 
the only missionaries then in the north of C hina; 
and we were filled w ith gladness at the thought 
of being privileged to be the honoured instru
ments of God in  carrying his word to so many 
of the Chinese nation. Since those days many 
have come to our assistance, and the Protestant 
mission now in  Shanghai is a large and pros
perous one. W e have many converts, and many 
ministers, and a large native agency; and God is, 
I  believe, greatly  blessing his word in  th a t part 
of the country. I  m ight te ll you w hat is doing 
a t Ningpo, Fouchu, Amoy, and H ong Kong. 1 
w ill only mention one or two th ings more parti
cularly regarding the station a t Shanghai. There 
is a trac t of D r. M edhurst’s entitled, “ The His
tory of the Religion of Jesus,” and I  th ink there 
is no tract th a t has been published in  China, with 
the exception, perhaps, of one w ritten  many years 
ago, by the Rev. D r. Milne, called “ The Two 
Friends,” th a t has had so large a circulation. 
People used to come from all parts of the country, 
asking for this tract, and we always kept as 
large a stock of it  as we could. I t  contained the 
plan of salvation, and it  contained it  largely- 
I t  was printed by this Society. The Chinese 
wrere very anxious to have this tract, and I 
believe i t  was blessed to many persons, showing 
them th a t Christianity was not a th ing of yester
day ; th a t i t  came from God, and th a t we had 
sacred classics tha t we relied upon. The Chinese 
are very fond of distributing tracts themselves, 
and rich people th ink  i t  is a  very high and holy 
office for them to p rin t and publish largely their 
heathen tracts. You cannot go to any city  or 
village, or any temple in China, w ithout seeing 
lying about in  all directions many copies of 
heathen tracts tha t they p rin t and distribute. 
Shall we, then, be behind them ? They distribute 
thick volumes th a t have spread the religion of 
Buddha throughout the land. Shall we be behind 
them in our efforts to spread among them our 
holy religion ? I  believe there is a glorious day 
coming for the English churches, when they shall 
be compelled to spend more and more money in 
behalf of the Religious Tract Society, not only 
in  England, bu t in  India and China. The river 
Yang-tsi-Kiang will be speedily opened—that 
m ighty river, which goes through the whole 
heart of the country, and has on its banks a 
hundred millions of inhab itan ts ; so tha t when 
the missionary gets access to them, the publica
tions which will have to be sent there cannot be 
numbered by thousands. To whom shall we look
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but to the churches of England and America, to 
send out more men and more tracts, th a t the 
word may be scattered throughout all the em
pire ? You know th a t there has been a great 
rebellion spreading through China, and tha t there 
was some time ago much discussion regarding 
the so-called Christian rebels; and we who were 
on the spot, and had  some personal commuication 
w ith these people, a t one time believed in  their 
Christianity. Our anticipations have not been 
realized. W e believe the best men of their move
ment have died, and the rest have become cor
rupted by the wealth of captured cities, so tha t 
they have fallen away from their first faith, and 
departed sadly from the gospel; their practice and 
principles do not agree, and we believe th a t their 
Christianity has almost died out. A t one time 
they did much good in the way of distributing 
not only tracts, but also the Holy Scriptures. In  
1838, Dr. M edhurst prin ted  a tract, a copy of 
which I  hold in my hand. W hen I  w ent to 
China, I  took a large number of them w ith m e ; 
they were also sent to other missionaries, and 
distributed largely throughout the country. I t  
was a tract on the A ttributes of God. In  1854 a 
government steamer was sent to see w hat the 
rebels were doing, and I  asked one of the gentle
men connected w ith the expedition to bring all 
the books he could meet w ith; and, to our surprise, 
when he came back he brought w ith him  a copy 
of this very tract which Dr. M edhurst had printed 
in 1838, and which the rebels had  republished 
without note, or comment, or alteration. I  do 
think it  is very satisfactory to know th a t such 
books have been printed—th a t while rich people 
in China have been distributing their Buddhist 
tracts through the length and breadth  of the 
land, these rebels have taken a  Christian tract 
and circulated it  throughout all the central pro
vinces of China. God will, no doubt, abund
antly bless these distributions by whosesoever 
hands they have been made ; and I  believe this 
tract will be one of the enduring testimonies to 
the Christianity of these rebels. Though the 
best men of the movement may have died, and 
their Christianity passed away, the books w ill re
main a  standing memorial of w hat they did; and 
many will spring up in  tha t land to bless God 
that these works have been so extensively circu
lated. We believe, th a t in  the course of a  very 
short time we shall have a further entrance for 
the gospel, and I  hope you will second our efforts 
and the efforts of all P rotestant missionaries in 
China, th a t we may be enabled more fully to 
spread abroad God’s word. The more a  well is 
drawn upon, the better is the w ater th a t comes 
from i t ; and the more Christians in England con
tribute to send forth missionaries of God’s word 
to heathen lands, so much the more w ill they be 
blessed in their own souls; so th a t while blessing 
others and watering other fields, they themselves 
shall be watered. In  retu rn ing  to m y native 
Jand, i t  gladdens my heart to find th a t so much

energy and labour is spent upon the dissemination 
of God's word. M ay th is great w ork go on 
prosperously, and m ay you, m y friends, be blessed 
in  your labours! W e have all our mission to 
accomplish, w hether in China, or in  India, or in  
E n g lan d ; may we do all in  our power to  spread 
abroad a knowledge of the Saviour’s name.

The Rev. J ames S m ith , of Agra, moved the 
following resolution;—

“ That this m eeting rejoices to learn th a t there 
has been an increase in  the funds of the Society, 
notw ithstanding the commercial depression of the 
past y e a r ; and trusts th a t the circulation of the 
Society’s publications a t home and abroad may be 
attended w ith the Divine blessing, especially in 
the E a s t ; so th a t after the terrible desolations of 
war, both in  China and India, there maybe diffused 
the healing streams of the gospel of peace.”
H e said :—I  th ink  you would quite excuse me if  I  
s h o u ld  leave the former p a rt of the resolution, and 
make a few rem arks regarding the East, where I 
havebeenm yself labouring. I  have beenverym nch 
pleased to find th a t there has been a considerable 
increase in  the funds; and I  conclude th a t tha t 
increase has, to no little  extent, been connected 
w ith  the appeal th a t has been made for India.
I  tru st th a t i t  is one mark, a t least, of an in
creased amount of attention th a t is about to be 
manifested by the people of E ngland in  th a t vast 
country. I  am very happy a t  being able to bear 
witness to-night, w ith m y friend D r. Lockhart, to 
the liberality of the Tract Society. W e have been 
most liberally supplied, not only w ith  English, 
bu t w ith  vernacular publications for distribution 
in  India. E verything has been done th a t could be 
done, to aid the missions in  preparing, printing, 
and circulating vernacular tracts among the na
tives, and also religious books among European 
soldiers. I  w ant to show you the w ay in  which 
we use these tracts. One great means of enlighten
ing India is by attending the immense religious 
festivals so common in  th a t coun try .. I  have seen 
a great fair where 150,000 persons have been 
gathered together, coming from the vast moun
tain  ranges and the districts surrounding the 
Ganges ; persons of various tribes and nations, 
from Thibet, Cochin China, A fghanistan, Pun- 
jaub, Assam, and Rajpootana. W e are thus 
brought into  contact w ith  persons to  whom we 
have a t other times no access. Among these we 
commence our labours, and I  am happy to say 
tha t missionaries of different denominations are 
often able to work together, and thus form a 
practical evangelical alliance. E arly  in  the 
morning, a t one of those fairs, one brother will 
commence, and preach for half-an-hour. H e is 
followed by a second, and a third, and then he 
begins again himself. In  this way preaching is 
kept up perhaps for eight, or ten, or twelve days; 
and on some of these occasions I  have seen an 
Episcopalian, a Presbyterian, and a  Baptist 
occupying the same platform. But along w ith
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this preaching we find something else necessary; 
and here comes in the u tility  of the publications 
of the Tract Society. W e have usually a shed 
a t hand, in which different brethren sit all day, 
taking i t  in tu rn s ; and we have all the verna
cular publications of the Tract Society, together 
w ith  the Bible and Testament, and single Gospels. 
Those who are anxious to ask questions, and 
have difficulties solved, are sent into the shed, 
and there they get a trac t or a  Gospel; and they 
go back, i t  may be to their distant homes, w ith 
a large amount of Christian knowledge ; and in 
th is w ay a knowledge of the tru th  spreads far 
beyond the limits of the labours of the missionary. 
These publications are extremely necessary in 
order to give permanence to the labours of the 
missionaries. A t other times, when not engaged 
in  these affairs, I  have made long journeys 
to different parts of the country, travelling 
through village after village where a mission
ary had never been before; and I  have met 
w ith numbers of instances of men who have 
attended the fairs, and have got a trac t or 
a Gospel, and returned w ith it  to their own 
home. Thus, when I  have come to a village, and 
found the people knew a great deal about the 
gospel, I  have sometimes asked, “ How did you 
get to know so m uch?” And the answer has 
been, “ I  w ent to a fair, I  brought away a tract 
or a  Gospel, and here i t  is.” Sometimes I  have 
seen in  their hands “ The True Refuge,” the 
“ Gospel by M atthew,” or a “ Gospel by J o h n ;” 
and I  have seen numerous instances of the value 
of tracts and books thus distributed during these 
itinerating journeys in the north of India. I  feel 
that, in  future, i t  w ill be necessary more than 
ever tha t attention should be given to the pro
duction of a vernacular literature for the mass of 
the people. I  need not call upon you to exercise 
your liberality w ith  regard to th a t country. 
India now lies, as it  were, a t your feet, bleeding 
from every pore. I  fully agree w ith the con
cluding rem ark of the resolution, th a t tracts are 
calculated to diffuse the healing streams of the 
gospel of peace in  India. The evils there exist
ing are religious evils, th a t are far more deeply 
rooted than most people apprehend. This is an 
ancient system, th a t has long held sway over the 
minds of the people. You can only meet it by 
religious efforts. I  feel confident tha t the people 
of England ought especially to give their atten
tion to sending the gospel in every shape and 
form to tha t land. There is one other mode of 
operation to which I  would briefly call attention. 
No one acquainted w ith India can th ink of the 
immense number of soldiers who must henceforth 
be stationed there, w ithout feeling the necessity 
for strenuous efforts being made, in order that 
these men may not be witnesses against us when 
we preach the gospel to the heathen. I  have 
seen a great deal as to the u tility  of the tracts 
and publications of this Society among the 
soldiers. I  remember being at Cawnpore during

the cholera season, when many were dying ver) 
rapidly. I  used to visit the hospital, and g° 
from couch to couch, to converse w ith the soldiers, 
not a few of whom I  have seen occupied, during 
their hours of sickness and loneliness, in reading 
the publications of the Religious Tract Society. J 
I  recollect making a journey to Peshaw ur soffle 
time ago. There was no regular church nor 
chapel there, bu t one of the officers took his men 
to a  little  mud erection, and I  saw a crowd of 
soldiers from the cantonment gathered there- 
There was also a library, containing the best 
books of this Society, and offering every facility 
to the soldiers to meet together for reading and 
worship. "When I  asked who i t  was th a t had 
done all this, they said it  was Colonel Wheeler- 
I  have traced Colonel W heeler’s labours froffl 
place to place, and seen the immense benefit* : 
th a t have accrued from the efforts of th a t valiant j 
man. Not only was this library and chapel, and 
everything belonging to it, provided by the 
colonel, but he was in  the hab it of coming night 
after n igh t to read the Bible, and explain i t  to 
the men whom he could get together. W hen the I 
canteen was opened (and I  believe the canteen 
kills more in  India than  the climate), Colonel 
W heeler’s place was opened; and not a few of 
the soldiers came from tha t iniquitous place to 
hear the glad tidings of the gospel, and, I  trusti 
to receive the blessing which the gospel alone 
can afford. Allusion has been made to a maUi 
who was a known thief, who received a tract 
from Colonel W heeler. I  may say th a t ho went 
from Peshaw ur w ith  a Guide corps to Delhi, and 
he has since been promoted, and returned to 
Peshawur a commissioned officer. Another in- 
stance of Colonel W heeler’s labours may be found 
in the case of another native, who received his 
first impressions from the preaching of the 
Colonel, and who witnessed for Christ w ith  his 
own blood. There is a wide field for the exer
tions of this Society, and I  tru st the people of 
E ngland will come forward to enable it  to do far 
more than i t  ever yet has done. I f  libraries 
could be established in every p art of British 
India where there are English soldiers, especially 
a t such places as Cawnpore, where, during the 
hot season, the men are kept in  the barrack eight 
or ten hours a-day, w hat an immense benefit 
m ight be derived from your efforts! I  ask you> 
then, to g ran t the support to the Society which 
it  fairly demands a t your hands.

R obert B axter , Esq., said :—I  have very 
great pleasure in  seconding the resolution, and 
expressing the delight I  have felt in  listening to 
the testimonies tha t have been borne to the use
fulness of this Society. This great Socicty is 
one gracious instrum ent raised up in God’s provi
dence to extend his church, to edify and build 
up his people; and if  we should give it  a name 
to express th a t which it  does, we may call 
i t  11 the silent preacher of the glorious gospel." 
Our friends have carried us to China, and glad
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indeed are we to hear the anticipations of our 
brother, who, having been there occupied in 
labours amongst those people, looks forward w ith 
sanguine hope to the day when they shall be 
brought to the knowledge of Christianity. We 
must remember tha t China comprehends one- 
third of the whole human race; 300 millions of 
people are gathered within tha t one empire. I t  
is not for the Christian to interm ingle w ith 
political strife. He has nothing to do w ith the 
wars and quarrels of nations. He has nothing 
to do w ith the reign of monarchs or the rebellion 
°f their subjects. B ut the Christian, having his 
heart fixed upon one thing, the extension of the 
gospel of Christ, watches all these providences ; 
ai>d he can look on war, or tum ult, or rebellion, 
and disorder, and see in them the chastening hand 
°f God breaking down the barriers th a t obstruct 
the entrance of the gospel of C h ris t; and, as we 
gaze upon it, we ought to lift up our hearts 
earnestly and continually in prayer to God, that 
this may be the time, now th a t the w rath  of 
tt'an is working, th a t God will overrule all 
these events for his holy and gracious purposes,
10 send there more fully the witness of the 
gospel. Then le t us glance at another field for 
a few moments—a field that fills our heart w ith 
sorrow, and humbles us in  the dust. I  allude 
t° that Europe where Christianity once prevailed 
m its purity, bu t is now sunk in apostasy ; where 
Christ is named only to hide his tru th  from the 
People, and where religion is professed only to 
persecute those who have it  in their hearts. I 
speak of Roman Catholic Europe and the Greek 
Church, comprising no less than two hundred and 
°ne millions of the human race, having the word 
°f God on their lips, and the profession of Christ 
around them, yet living in darkness tha t may be 
felt, and in a death of torpor which nothing but 
the Spirit of God can awaken. W hat do we see 
upon this field ? In  France there is now an en
trance for this instrum entality. Tract societies 
are formed, tracts are being circulated; Protestants 
are rising up to energetic labours, and their 
labours are expanding and are blessed. In  Bel
gium,—a country tha t separatedfrom a P rotestant 
land because it  was so thoroughly Romanized 
th a t it  could not endure to be joined w ith  its 
Protestant neighbour,—there, through the provi
dence of God overruling political dissensions, an 
entrance is found for the tru th , and th a t country 
is open to the labours of this Society. Again, in 
1 iedmont, where there has for ages been a faith
ful church and a true testimony,— there, through 
the change of the political institutions of the 
country, tracts and the Scriptures may be circu
lated, the testimony of God may be published, 
and a great work, I believe, is going oil and en
larging in  tha t land. But w hat shall we say of 
southern Italy , sealed up against the entrance of 
the tru th  of God ? W hat shall we say of Spain ? 
I t  is so sealed tha t no entrance can be got w ithin 
that country ; and yet only a few months back I

travelled w ith a gentleman who knew it well, 
who had  great intercourse w ith  the people, and 
he said, “ I  believe if  the door was open in Spain 
for the circulation of tracts and for the preaching 
of the gospel, it  would bo found th a t one-half 
of the people were prepared to receive it.”
He further sa id :—“ I know of a tru th  that 
their faith in Romanism is shaken to the 
b ase ; they have i t  in  form, they believe it  not 
in substance. I t  has no power over them. They 
profess i t  because all around them  profess it, 
bu t it  has no hold upon them. Let God open 
the door to the testimony to the tru th , and you 
would find w ithin twelve months th a t the tru th  
would prevail amongst them , and th a t a  move
ment would be created which would only issue 
in the establishment of the gospel in tha t land. 
Then look a t Russia, and see the same torpor of 
death, the same power of exclusion. How should 
our hearts be melted over this scene ? I t  is not 
a picture such as we have in China, of men that 
have not received the gospel; bu t it  is a picture 
of a place where the gospel has been received 
and polluted,—where men have professed it, and 
have apostatized. This should stir up our souls, 
and lead us to remember th a t God among them 
all has his own elect people, and to pray to the 
Lord th a t he may be pleased even yet to open a 
door of testimony to them ; for the word of God 
distinctly testifies, tha t they who shut themselves 
up in their iniquity shall be brought to condign 
punishment. As the word of God is true, so 
the judgm ent of God hangs over the whole of 
Europe th a t has apostatized from his tru th . 
I t  should be our prayer, tha t God may even 
yet give an entrance to his tru th , before judg
m ent overtakes his people. I f  time permitted,
I  should like to allude, for a moment, to home 
labours. There is no society which, like this, 
enters into every sphere of Christian labour. 
Though the publications of this Society have not 
the inspiration of the Spirit in  the full measure 
th a t is given to the word of God, yet they are 
all the testimony of men who have been taught 
of the Spirit. Let us take some classes; for 
instance, the city missionary or the Scripture- 
reader. How does he avail himself of the agency 
of this Society ? H e carries not only his message 
th a t he can deliver orally, bu t he leaves a silent 
preacher to tell its  tale when he is gone. W e 
turn  to the workhouses of this country, where 
are gathered hundreds of the poorer and more 
destitute of our fellow-men. W hat do we find 
there ? How has the agency of this Society been 
employed? W e see libraries, and the circulation of 
tracts, every one of which is a preacher to every 
person who takes it  in hand. There is only one 
other point to which I  w ill refer. Not only are 
we from year to year extending the sphere of 
the agencies we have once established, bu t we 
are employing other agencies. As one of our 
friends has said, no man now, w hether bishop 
or minister, denies the necessity of lay agency.



142 THE RELIGIOUS TEACT SOCIETY REPORTER. [M at 19,1858.

B ut w hat are we now passing on to ?  Not 
merely that men shall be sent as city missionaries 
and Scripture-readcrs, bu t we have a proof before 
us, th a t where holy women, taught of God, are 
endowed w ith wisdom, and filled w ith the teach
ings of the Spirit of God, they may go forth as 
teachers of his word, and they are found efficient 
missionaries amongst their sex, and amongst the 
labours of the classes of the population, to a de
gree that, until i t  was tried, we could not believe. 
City missionaries often experience some difficulty 
in  consequence of various household arrangements 
of the people they v isit; bu t when a lady goes in, 
she is in her own sphere, and she can speak to 
the mother and to the daughters, and enter into 
their circumstances; and I believe tha t such a 
work cannot fail to be blessed of God. I  beg to 
second the resolution th a t has been read.

The Rev. M urray  M itchell, of Bombay, 
said:—I shall endeavour to compress my remarks 
into some five or six minutes. I  should have 
been delighted had it  been possible for mo to 
give you some intelligence regarding the pro
gress of the Lord’s work in Bombay. There are 
many most interesting facts that m ight be brought 
before you, and I might have told you how 
greatly your Society has aided the progress of 
missions in th a t part of India. W hen we speak 
of Bombay, we mean particularly the M ahratta 
and Guzzerat country, and Scinde. All these 
belong to the Bombay Presidency, and the oper
ations of the Bombay Tract Society include all 
these great regions. Your Society has rendered 
us the most im portant aid in our operations, not 
only amongst Europeans, bu t amongst the natives 
throughout these districts. Let us not forget the 
good you do amongst the European soldiers in 
th a t land. How often have I  been delighted to 
see those gallant men, the soldiers of the 78th 
regiment, when stationed a t Poonah, entering 
your depository, rummaging your shelves, and 
selecting the books which they were to read in 
private ! A nd often have I  been delighted to see 
the eagerness w ith which, in the hospital and in 
the barracks, they were received by these gallant 
men. I  had much interesting intercourse w ith 
th a t noble H ighland regiment, and I  may ju s t 
be perm itted to say this, th a t amongst the most 
interesting things tha t have been recorded re
specting it, is the fact, th a t among the last words 
uttered by the ever-memorable Havelock were 
these, “ Remember me to the 78th.” By all 
means, persevere in your work of faith  and 
labour of love. You will require it  still more 
than  ever for th a t European soldiery in In d ia ; 
for we shall w ant a larger army there than we 
ever had before. You will require to do to a still 
greater extent w hat you have already been 
doing, sending us grants of papers and large 
supplies of books for the necessities of the native 
churches and of all our missionary operations. 
You may depend upon it, there is a great work

before you—a work which we shall attem pt w 
the strength  of God ; and through him we shall 
do valiantly, for he i t  is tha t shall overcome our 
enemies. W e are told tha t this is a crisis for India- 
Even before these awful events occurred, we were 
saying th a t a new era was opening for India. I 
cannot now stay to point out the reasons that 
made us say so. There was a convergence of 
many lines all to one focus, proving th a t we were 
about to enter on a new, and higher, and far 
happier time in  the history of our Indian mis
sions. B ut now comes this most awful calamity 
in  order to give tenfold force and significance to 
all the reasons th a t existed before. I t  is most 
certainly a solemn crisis. W e have heard of 
prophecies, and the natives now say tha t these 
prophecies have been falsified. W e know that 
the Mussulmen are offering up prayers to Allah 
tha t he would sweep the infidels to h e ll; and the 
Hindoos are offering up their prayers to their 
false deities and demons, tha t they would devour 
those English barbarians. The vast m ajority ot 
Hindoos looked on in silent expectation, wonder
ing whether the God of the Christians would 
appear to rescue and defend his worshippers 
from th a t awful gulf of fire tha t suddenly yawned 
beneath their feet. Now, when these prayers 
have evidently not been answered, when the 
God of the Christians has rescued his people, 
and when the noble spectacle has been exhibited 
to the nations of Britain, enabled by Him, who 
in w rath has remembered mercy, to rise equal to 
the great emergency, calmly" to develop her 
unsuspected might, and, as w ith giant force, to 
tram ple treason and murder under foot,— when 
this most glorious spectacle has been exhibited 
through the abounding grace of God, must we 
not expect to see Mussulmen and Hindoos learn
ing the lessons which it  conveys ? Is it  not cer
tain th a t the Mussulman, even on the principle 
of his own fatalism, will begin to feel tha t he 
must yield to w hat is w ritten  in the high and 
irreversible decrees of Heaven ? and will not the 
Hindoo experience one of those strange revulsions 
of feeling which we have often seen in  his his
tory ? Shall we not hope to see the Hindoo even 
yet bewailing the deeds which his own country
men have wrought, sorrowing only th a t his tears 
cannot awaken the dead, nor reverse the deeds 
of abominable outrage suggested only by emis
saries from hell ? L et us by all means hope for 
such a tim e; and, if we do our duty, wc can have 
little doubt tha t these things ere long will be 
realized, for God is on our side. He has a work 
for us to do, and if in his strength we seek to do 
it, then I  cannot say more than w hat has been 
so well said by the venerable Marshman, which 
our Chairman has quoted— the words of his 
own venerated father—“ W e are immortal till our 
work is done.” On a late occasion, when the 
continent of Europe was moved and rocked as 
w ith an earthquake, you remember how our 
island-home stood fast, and remained, w hat the
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pardonable partia lity  of her sons called it, the 
“ inviolate island of the sage and free.” N ot 
because, as another poet says,

“ Ocean, in his fury wild,
Speaks safety to his ocean-child

not because we are severed by the ocean from 
the con tinen t; bu t because we have God’s favour 
towards us. Even so now, if  Britain w ill only 
be faithful to her duty, the continent may rock 
as w ith an earthquake again, and He who has 
been gracious to us before w ill undoubtedly be 
gracious to us still. But, then, how is this to be 
secured ? By every man and every woman doing 
his and her duty. I  see a large assembly before 

and I  know tha t in  every man and woman 
in this assembly there is coiled up an immensity 
of pow er; there are dormant energies in every 
onnd equal to almost any emergency. Oh that 
they were summoned fo r th ! W hen news lately 
came over from India of all those horrid events, 
We heard also th a t men and women had risen up 
and developed their noblest attributes—calm 
heroism, unequalled endurance, and every high 
quality th a t can exalt a people; they  rose equal 
to the emergency. Let i t  be so in gaining an 
empire for Christ, if  it  was so in  retaining an 
empire for Britain. God will be more on our 
s'de in this case than he was in the other. Feel 
that there is a  solemn responsibility resting on 
every one of y o u ; th ink  of it, p ray  about it. 
Your brothers and sisters in th a t far distant land 
have died as m artyrs for Christ; natives have 
died as m artyrs for him. “ As long as life shall 
last, I  shall not forsake my dear Jesus,” was the 
exclamation of some of those simple converted 
Christians—men converted by the labours of 
German missionaries. And the European and 
American missionaries were known to use such 
expressions as th is : “ I f  our deaths w ill only, as 
We believe, more advance the gospel than our 
lives, we shall w illingly die for H im  who laid 
down his life for us.” These were the feelings 
of those who laboured to advance the gospel in 
India. They have died for Christ, and died 
rejoicingly, bearing their martyrdom gladly for 
the Saviour’s sake, believing tha t their blood 
Would cry from the ground, and th a t its pleading 
would be heard. Are you to suffer nothing? 
1 do not ask you to suffer in this w a y ; God does 
not ask you to labour in this way. Give some
thing which you feel to be a  sacrifice. W hy 
should all the sacrifices be yonder ? Give some
thing, and do something, till you can really say 
you have made a sacrifice for India. I f  every 
man and woman present will only do this, God 
will interfere for us, his arm will then be free to 
work— that arm which by our coldness we often 
tie dow n; I  say, God will make bare his arm, 
and bring salvation to the ends of the earth  ; and 
then when he shall come, the mountains shall 
fall down, and earth shall take up the song of 
heaven ; India shall awake from the sleep of 
ages, and behold her God, and we shall hear this

song sung over the e a r th : “ H alle lu jah ! for 
the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.”

The Rev. M arshall H all V in e  moved a 
vote of thanks to the Chairman, which was 
seconded by Mr. F . Sandoz, and carried unani
mously.

DONATIONS,LIFE SUBSCRIPTIONS,ETC.
During the Months o f  March and April, 1858.

Special F u n d  f o r  Ind ia .

Miss Blair, York Street, Portm an Square 
Mrs. Banner, per Western Depository 
Mrs. J . Somes, ditto  . .  . .  . .  . .  •
Mr. Downs, ditto
Mrs. Jam es Ware, Southborough .........................
Miss Stileman, Winchelsea ....................................
Mrs. S. Ashmeade, Bryanston S t r e e t .........................
Lord George Hill, D ublin ..
Miss Norali Hill, ditto .. . .  .........................
Augustus Hill, Esq., ditto ....................................
Miss Cassandra Hill, ditto .....................................
Master George Hill, ditto  ....................................
Mr. E. M. Thomson, Chaucery Lane ..
James Tucker, Esq., Pavenham Bury 
Mrs. Samuel Long, Wootton-under-Edge 
A Friend, per Messrs. Wertheim and Co.
W. Millar, Esq., Fenchurch Street
Abraham Fisher, Esq., L a ir th w a ite .........................
Jam es Stanger, Esq., Keswick
John Rogers, Esq., Seven Oaks....................................
Miss Plum ptre, Tunbridge Wells .........................
Miss E. Plumptre, d i t t o ................................................
Miss O. Plumptre, d i t t o ................................................
Jam es Allin, Esq., Bandon, I r e l a n d .........................
F. Percy, Esq., Grove Terrace, Kentish Town 
J . P. Spedding, Esq., Crewgarth
Wm. Woods, Esq., Furnival’s Inn  .........................
Rev. John Clayton, B r ig h to n ....................................
Miss A. S. Scott, Sherborne ....................................
Robert Wilkinson, Esq., Cumberland Terrace 
Rev. C. T. Plum ptre, Wickham
Mrs. C. T. Plum ptre, ditto ....................................
John  Storrow, Esq., New bottle .......................
Mr. John Heelas, Wokingham 
Miss Sheppard
D. R. Clarke, Esq. .........................
Mr. Thomas Cottam, Retford
E. Cuthbert, Esq., Denmark Hill .........................
J . A. Coleman, Esq., Rochester....................................
The Executors of the late Miss Mead
Wm. Curling, Esq., Denmark H i l l .........................
Robert J . Tompson, Esq., Cowley .........................
Right Hon. L. Sulivan, Broom House, Fulham 
Paisley Sabbath Evening Bible Class, per Rev. J . W.

S y m i n g t o n ...........................................................
Lewis Wolfe, Esq., Westboume Terrace
Travers Buxton, Esq.......................................................
Mrs. Watkins
Miss Anne Long, B a t h ................................................
Miss Huson, H enstridge ................................................
W. Grant, Esq., Westbourne Park  .........................
Miss Masterman, Forest Rise
Miss Masterman, Leyton................................................
Mr. H. J . Coles, E n fie ld ................................................
Anonymous
Mrs. Wontner, Tibberton Square .........................
Dowager Lady Eardley Wilmot.....................................
Rev. R. T. Lancaster, Hove .....................................
Mrs. Collins, Leamington ....................................
G. C. Courthope, Esq., Whiligh .........................
Major H. C. Baker, Notting Hill .........................
Mr. J. Moser, Borough, S o u th w a r k .........................
S. B. .........................
John Crosfield, Esq., Ambleside .........................
The Misses Preston, Barton Hall .........................
“ A Friend a t E .”
C. Fison, Esq., T he tfo rd ................................................
Rev. W. R. Cope, Baslow ....................................
Charles Fox, Esq., Bloomsbury Square
H. Stokes, Esq., Lee Park  ....................................
Thos. Cooper, Esq., Devonshire Street
Mrs. Driver, F r a m f ie ld ...............................................
John Whitaker, Esq., Abchurch Lane 
Mr. John Hinchliff, Pentonville R oad..
Mrs. Wright, Muswell Hill ....................................
Samuel Thorrowgood, Esq.............................................
Mr. John Bilke
Rev. Thomas France, Davenham .........................
Mrs. Wingfield Digby, Sherborne
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1 
1 
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2 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 10 
5 0 
1 0 
1 0 
2 2 
2 10 
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0 0 0 0 
5 
1 
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2 
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2 0 
0  10

0 0
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5 5 
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2 0 0 
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15 15 0 
10 10 0 
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1 0 
1 0 
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2 0
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0

0 0 
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Hon. Mrs. Stewart Mackenzie, Braban Castle
Miss Ford, Southam pton.. m.......................
Mrs. Mower, Cambridge Street 
H. Wimbush, Esq., per Western Depository..
Miss Stevens, ditto .....................................
Rev. Dr. Binney, Bangor, Ireland 
Rev. J. H. Townsend, Parkham
H . Gibson, Esq., O n g a r ................................................1
John Fell, Esq., Sparke B ridge..
Richard Place, Esq., Gresham Street 
Mrs. Lacey, Haverstock H i l l .........................

Mr. John Wallace, C arsh a lto n .........................
Mr. George Flashman, D o v e r .........................
Mr. Jam es Shears, Byrford .........................
Lady Radstock, Portland Place.........................
Colonel Skipper, Oxford Terrace
Robert Ramsden, Esq., Carlton.........................
W. J. T. Morton, Esq., Torriano Terraco 
Messrs. J. Dickinson <fc Co., Old Bailey
Mrs. L. L. ..  ................................................
C. Chatfield, Esq., Austin Friars 
Per ditto, Wm. Thompson, Esq.
Per ditto, James Smith, Esq...............................
Rev. Edward Pemberton, Wixoe
John Turner, Esq., per Western Depository..
Henry Tucker, Esq., Gresham Street
Mrs. De Mattos, Upper Norwood
Mrs. Fry, North Sh ie lds.....................................

*as.* Taylor, Esq., Stoke Newington

Gen. Sjj; Cf.^Pollock, G.C.B. 
J . G .i^ey'iJoare, Esq.^H

£ s. d.
5 0 0
1 0 0
1 1 0
1 0 0
1 0 0
1 0 0
0 10 6
1 0 0
0 10 0
3 3 0
5 0 0
5 0 0
1 0 0
0 10 0
1 0 0
2 0 0

10 10 0
5 0 0
0 10 6

20 0 0
1 0 0
2 2 0
2 2 0
1 1 0
5 0 0
0 10 0
5 0 0
0 10 0
0 10 0
1 0 0
1 1 0
1 0 0
2 0 0

10 0 0
5 0 0

20 0 0
0 10 6

£ ». i-
0 5 »
0 10 »
0 2 »
5 0 0
5 0
5 0
0 10
2 2

Beccles, per Auxiliary, a Friend 
Ditto, Rev. T. Johnston 
Mr. J . W. Phair, Great Wakening 
Thos. Windeatt, Esq., Tavistock 
Miss Windeatt, ditto 
John Windeatt, Esq., Dartmouth 
Miss M. Smyth, South Molton ..
Philip Green, Esq., North Brixton
Rev. Fras. Cunningham, Lowestoft ..  . .  . .  10 0
Rev. Fred. C. Fowler, ditto .....................................1 0
J. H. Gurney, Esq., M.P., Norwich ..  . .  . .  10 0
Miss Brightwell, Norwich .................................... 2 0
W. H. Cozens Hardy, Esq., Holt .........................1 0
V. D. Sherringham, Esq:, d itto .................................... 0 10
Jas. Rathbone, Esq., Macclesfield ..  . .  . .  2 0
Mrs. Robertson, Gretton Place, N orth ......................... 1 0
Wm. Collingwood, Esq., Bow Road ..  . .  . .  2 2
The Misses Griffith, Canonbury Park N o rth .. . .  1 0
George Rawson, Esq., S c a rb o ro u g h ......................... 1 0
A Friend, per ditto  ................................................ 2 0
Per Ashbourne Auxiliary, Miss H om e . .  . .  1 0
Miss Drewitt, G u ild fo rd ................................................0 5
Jas. Farish, Esq., St. John’s W o o d .........................2 0
S. R. Pattison, Esq., Torrington Square ..  . .  5 0
A Friend, per II. Thompson, Esq., Framlingham . .  5 0
Mrs. Trowsdale, Appleton Wicke ......................... 10 0
Sam. Fletcher, Esq., Manchester . .  . .  . .  10 0 
Per Bury St. Edmunds Auxiliary—

Hon. and Rev. E. Pellew ..  . .  . .  . .  3 0
Rev. J . Richardson .....................................1 0
Edwd. Greene, Esq................................................... 2 0
George Portway, Esq. .................................... 0 10

Mrs. F. L a n k e s t e r ................................................ 0 10
Mr. John C o e ....................................  0 10

Rev. Thos. Grantham, B ram ber.. .. . .  .. 5 0
Mrs. Colonel Inglis, Dublin . .  .. .. .. 1 0
W. S. Smith, Esq., Pimlico .................................... 2 2Glje^i?y, B a r k in g ....................................

From the space occupied by the Report o f  the A nnual Meeting, we are compelled to defer the acknowledgment of 
a great portion o f  the Subscriptions and Donations till our next number. The whole have been acknowledged 0* 
the covers o f  the Tract Magazine.

fUiW iations ßf tjjt $UIigitms f r a t i

N ew  Publications, M a y  and June, 185 8. 

THE LOST CHILD BROUGHT HOME.
N a r r a t iv e  S e r ie s . N o. 955. Is. per 100.

THE REV. W . A. B. JOHNSON, of Sierra
Leone. B io g r a p h ic a l  S e r ie s . N o. 21. 2d. in a neat cover, 
fis. per 100 w ithout cover, for Loan Circulation.

THE LITTLE GUIDE OF ADRIGHO OLE ;
or, How to be Happy. By the A uthor of “ Norah and her 
Kerry Cow,” etc. Foolscap octavo. Engravings. 2s. 6d. cloth 
boards. 3s. extra boards, gilt edges.

W AYSIDE BOOKS. Designed for giving
away by the Wayside, or when V isiting; also for inclosure in 
Letters, and for all purposes where an ordinary Tract might 
be not so acceptable. ATackct,'containing Sixtocn Books, two 
o a c h ,  of Eight Sorts, Sixpence. The following eight (two of each 
sort) are included in Packet D :—

25. T h e  T o n g u e  o f  Tim e.
26. W o rd s  o f  T r u t h  a n ©  L o v e .
27. T h e  V o lca no .
28. A  L e a p  in  t h e  D a r k .
29. T h e  S a v io u r  y ou  n e e d .
30. I s  y o u r  So u l  in  H e a l t h ?
31. T h e  W asted  L if e .
32. Ch r is t  o u r  o nly  H o p e  in  a  D y in g  H o u r .

THE OLD FOE W ITH  A N EW  FACE.
Mo nthly  M essen g e r . N o . 167. Is. 4d. per 100. 2d. per doz.

MOTHERS’ WORDS. M o n t h l y  M e s s e n g e r .
No. 168. Is. 4d. per 100. 2d. per dozen.

THE FIFTY  . N IN TH  ANNUAL REPORT,
for the Year ending March 31, 1858. 2s. to Non-Subscribers.

I ABSTRACT OF THE FIFTY -N IN TH  AN-
J NUAL REPORT. 5s. per 100 to Subscribers.

THE BRAHM IN CONVERT, Arumuga Tam-
biran. N a r r a t iv e  S e r ie s . N o . 956. 2s. per 100.

THE FA ITH FU L PROM ISER. 12mo. Large
Type Edition. Is. cloth board.

OUR HOME ISLANDS. T h e i r  P r o d u c t iv e
I n d u s t r y . By the  Rev. T homas Mil n e r , m . a ., f .r .g .s ., A u th o r  
of “ A Universal Geography,” “ The H istory of England,” ctc- 
Royal 18mo. 2s. 6d. cloth boards.

F r e n c h .— LE MANUEL D E LA BIBLE
Introduction k l’Etude de l’Ecriture-Sainte, par le Dr. JosEP# 
A n gu s . (The Bible Handbook.) 8vo. 4s.

--------- LE MINISTERE DE L'ENFANCE.
(Ministering Children.) 12mo. 2g.

THE SUNDAY AT HOM E: a Family Maga-
zine for Sabbath Reading. Super-royal octavo, w ith superior 
Engravings. Price 5d. In a neat Wrapper.

THE CHILD’S COMPANION, and Y o u t h ’s
Instructor. New and enlarged edition. With Superior 
Engravings. Id.

THE LEISURE H O U R : a Family Journal °f
Instruction and Recreation. Illustrated with Engraving3* 
Price 5d. in a  neat cover.

THE TRACT MAGAZINE, and C h r is t i a n
Miscellany. Id.
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