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INTRODUCTION.

I T  IV IN G  in a land where the sixtieth birthday is 
jSL- hailed with greater rejoicing than a jubilee of 

’ the West, it has been thought well to give a 
brief historical sketch of the sixty years preceding the 
happy birthday we celebrate. The improved condi
tions rendered possible by the possession o f the new 
buildings shown in the following pages, fill the 
workers with a feeling of devout thankfulness which 
they would fain share with others.

We would like to have prepared a larger work, 
giving greater space to the work of other presses than 
could possibly be given in the last section, “ The 
Wider Out-look ’ ’ ; but pressure of work prevented us 
taking the time necessary for its preparation. As it 
is, the preparation of the following chapters has fallen 
to the share o f the writer, mainly because he had 
compiled the ju bilee  book of the Press and was 
familiar with some of the facts and figures necessary 
for this brief recital.

W ith heartfelt thanks to God for all the help and 
blessing He has vouchsafed, my colleagues and m yself 
look hopefully forward to still greater opportunities 
in the future.

G i l b e r t  M c I n t o s h .

Shanghai, Novem ber, 1904.
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^  I. HISTORICAL SKETCH ^  

1844- 1864.

BEGINNINGS AND GROWTH.

cm  ACAO , sunning itself on a small peninsula in 
the south-west o f the Kuangtung province, 
has attractions in itself. The inscription 011 

Camoens’ Grotto praises incidentally the

“  Gem of the orient earth and open sea,
M acao.”

Famous names and notable events are associated 
with it. In 1552  St. Francis X avier, the first 
Jesu it missionary to China, was buried 011 St. John 
Isle near at hand. The Lusitanian poet Doin Luis de 

j Camoens spent several happy years here, although in 
banishment. In September, 1807, Robert Morrison, 
the first Protestant missionary to the Chinese, took up 
his abode in Macao. After seven years o f waiting, 
Tsae A-ko, the first Chinese convert to Protestant 
Christianity, was baptized there ; and on 5th August, ; 
1834, Dr. Morrison was buried in the old Protestant 
cemetery, beside his wife and son.

And here, ten years later, on 23rd January, 1844, 
the American Presbyterian Mission Press was set up 
in charge o f Mr. Richard Cole. The beginning was 
on a small scale, only one compositor and two pressmen
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being employed ; but the fact and the date are worthy 
of note, as the institution so humbly organised was 
able in the course of its own development to assist 
other presses in the East in attaining positions of 
practical usefulness.

A  year later the Press was moved to Ningpo, 
evidently because the work could be carried on with 
less financial outlay and with more missionary over
sight. A  pleasing characteristic o f these early days 
seems to have been the faithful and intelligent co-opera
tion of the Publishing Committee (made up of mis
sionaries on the field). Another interesting feature 
is to be found in the close connection that seemed to 
obtain between the Press and the Board in New York, 
although in those days “ the intervening se a ”  was 
a barrier instead o f a link. Several good friends, 
particularly the Hon. W alter C. Lowrie, showed great 
foresight and acquaintance with details in the help 
they gave, especially in the matter of type-casting of 
Chinese characters.

As was to be expected, there were trials to the 
patience in those days of greater dependence on folks 
at home and less satisfactory means of intercommunica
tion than we now enjoy. In 1856 we find sorrowful 
mention made by the Publishing Committee that their 
request of a year previous for one barrel o f glue and 
four kegs o f ink had evidently not been attended to. 
The report o f a year later sa y s : “ In the month o f A u 
gust four kegs of printer’ s ink were received from the 
Rooms . . . . We were surprised that the barrel of 
glue requested was not sent with the ink, and we
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would now ask that one barrel of glue and four more 
kegs of ink be sent out as early as possible, and i f  
this quantity was sent to us yearly it would be none 
too much ”  I !

T he coming o f Mr. W illiam  Gamble in October, 
1858, gave a considerable impetus to the work of 
the press. He arrived with new type, matrices and 
a type-casting machine ; but, what was of greatest 
importance, he possessed a keen business faculty, an in
ventive spirit, and indomitable perseverance. He very- 
soon revolutionised the method of casting Chinese type 
by m aking matrices with electrotyping methods, and 
aided the compositor in the setting up of the type by 
inventing the type case arranged according to radicals 
that is now so generally in use (see next page).

The investigations that were undertaken in order 
to perfect the Chinese fonts and type cases were quite 
elaborate. For the purpose of ascertaining how many 
characters were in common use, especially in Chris
tian books, Mr. Gamble had an examination made 
of the Bible and twenty-seven other books printed at 
the Press, containing a total of 4 ,16 6  octavo pages. 
These books were found to contain an aggregate of 
over 1,10 0 ,0 0 0  characters, but only 5 ,15 0  different 
characters. To this list 850 characters found in the 
font of the London Missionary Society at Hongkong 
were added, m aking a total of 6,oco. (The fonts now 
made by the Presbyterian Mission Press contain about
7.000 different kinds.) Mr. Gamble next divided the
6.000 characters into fifteen groups according to the 
frequency^ o f their use. From  the fact that thirteen
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characters were found to occur over 10,000 times each 
in the twenty-eight volumes examined, 224 over 1,000 
times, and so on, he settled the proportions of the 
fonts and the relative sizes and numbers of the sub
divisions in the type cases.

Mr. Gam ble’ s close attention to technical details 
did not interfere with his view of the wider horizon 
towards which the books printed were despatched. 
“ His instinctive desire to plant the Gospel in the 
heart of China with the minimum of effort and the 
maximum of results moved him to select Shanghai 
as his basis of operation at a time when few beside 
him self were able to forecast its future importance.”  
The transfer from Ningpo was effected in December, 
i860.

In 1862 it was necessary to move the Press into 
still larger quarters. T h is made possible the use of 
better machinery and an increased supply of type, 
and it is little of a surprise to hear that a year later 
fourteen millions o f pages were printed. So far as we 
can make out a total of 112 ,000 ,000  pages were 
printed from the start in 1844 to 1864.

1844- 1864-  5



1864- 1894.

GRADUAL DEVELOPMENT.

»
y p H K  records of these thirty years had not been 

kept so carefully as those of the preceding 
' twenty. It is therefore difficult to give the 

steps of development in detail. T he growing volume 
of the work evidently claimed a greater share of the 
time and strength of the missionary in charge. The 
superintendents even then seem to have had a difficulty 
in dotting their “ i’ s ”  and stroking their “ t’s. ”  Our 
sympathy goes out most heartily to them in these days 
o f adopting modern machinery in an oriental environ
ment. New cylinder machinery adapted to foreign 
paper, but fed with thin native material, and deriv
ing its motive power from a tread m ill that was the 
arena of an unwieldy water buffalo’ s weary rounds, 
makes up a combination that causes most printers to 
shudder.

In spite of all difficulties, however, there always 
seemed to be a thankful spirit. The last sentence of 
one report, after referring to causes for devout grati
tude to God, reads : “ We ascribe to our God all bless
ing and praise and humbly pray that for Christ’ s sake 
H will make the Press a blessing and a light whose 
rays will penetrate far into the dark places of this 
benighted land.”  The thankfulness was still further 
increased from having been granted “ the means of
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working tip to the full measure of our capacity not
withstanding the great struggle in the United States, 
now so happily and triumphantly brought to a close ; 
all praise and thanks be to the high and holy name of 
God.”

Mr. Gamble left China for Japan in 1869. He 
was succeeded in the management o f the Press by 
Rev. J .  W herry (now of Peking). Ill-health in Mr. 
W herry’ s family necessitating their removal to Chefoo, 
the late Rev. J .  Butler was placed temporarily in 
charge. He was succeeded by Rev. C. W. Mateer, 
who carried on the work until the summer of 18 7 1, 
when Mr. J .  L- Mateer assumed the management.

These two brothers, with their enterprise and 
thoroughness, left their mark 011 the Press. Largely 
through them the Peking Road property was purchased 
and adapted to the needs o f the Press. We give a 
picture of it on the next page.

I11 May, 1876, on Mr. J .  L . Mateer returning to 
the U. S. A. 011 account of ill-health, Rev. W. S. Holt 
took charge of the Press. During his absence, through 
ill-health, the work was in charge of Rev. G. F . Fitch. j 
Mr. Holt was succeeded in 1884 by Rev. J .  M. W. 
Faruham , I). I). ; in 1888 Mr. Fitch again took charge, 
and still retains the superintendency. The writer 
came to his assistance in 18 9 1.

Perhaps one of the most cheering features of this 
period is the manner in which the Press was gradually 
able to do without funds from home. Self-support is 
heartily believed in and practised in our Mission Press 
principles and policy.
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1894- 1904.

A  DECADE OF EXPANSION.

t
(U  N page 2 we referred to the help received from 
w  the Hon. W alter C. Lowrie. His son, Rev.

W alter M. Lowrie, who arrived in China in 
1842, was attacked by pirates and drowned whilst 
crossing the Chapoo Bay, on a return journey from 
Shanghai to Ningpo, August 19th, 1847. It was very 
appropriate that this last decade of the Mission Press 
history’ should begin by the erection of the W altef 
Lowrie Memorial Church from Press funds and on 
Press property (see next page). Until the removal 
to the new works, morning prayers with the workmen 
were conducted in this church, and every Sunday' 
regular preaching and Sunday School services are held ; 
whilst other church and school work is carried on in 
the smaller rooms.

Many notable works were issued from the Press 
during this period ; some of the more important being 
associated with the name of the late Dr. Faber, and a 
number of them printed for the Diffusion Society, the 
Educational Association, the Chinese Tract Society and 
similar organizations ; possibly the most notable work 
was the printing of the silver-covered and gold-titled 
presentation Testament to the Empress-Dowager.

The publications printed in this decade include 
Scriptures, commentaries, hymn-books, catechisms,
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works 011 theology, Christianity and the spiritual life, 
studies of history and civilization, text-books for schools 
and colleges, medical works, dictionaries and helps in 
language study, Chinese and English  periodicals, 
tracts, calendars, almanacs, etc. The total number 
of pages printed in these last ten years amount to five 
hundred and ninety millions, two hundred and fifty 
thousand and three pages (590,250,003).

In 1876 we began experimenting with paper 
manufacured in Norway, Sweden, and the United 
States as a substitute for the native paper, in which 
there was much waste and many serious blemishes. 
As the years went on we enlarged our field of enquiry, 
but have done our best work with the paper received 
from Norway and Sweden. Many others have followed 
our example, but for our part we have imported over 
eighty thousand reams in different weights and sizes, 
amounting to over two hundred and ninety tons. T his 
does not include paper for English, Romanised and 
bi-lingual work and many works in Western style. 
W ithin the last year or two the trend of usage and 
balance of favor is in the direction o f a cheap white 
paper that prints on both sides, instead of the old 
Chinese style of folded sheets printed only on one side.

I11 April, 1898, the work of management was 
much lightened and technical efforts rendered more 
effective through the arrival o f Mr. C. W. Douglass, 
a practical printer of considerable experience with 
keen relish for missionary work. Four years earlier 
Mr. Janies Williamson, of New Zealand (a relation of 
the late Dr. Williamson, so widely known in China),

i 894- i 9° 4-  1 1
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joined the staff as accountant. Later on, in 19 0 1, 
Mrs. Whitfield, now well known to most purchasers 
of missionary supplies, took charge o f the book room. 
T he last addition to our working force is Rev. C. M. 
Myers, recently of the Reformed Mission in Japan.

The principal event of the period under review 
was the erection in 1902 and 1903 o f the new Press 
buildings on ground purchased a few years earlier 
from Press earnings. The money for the new man
ufactory, as well as the workmen’ s houses, shown 
on opposite page, has been lent by the Board o f Foreign 
Missions (to be refunded with interest in ten years), 
and it is pleasant to report not only the regular 
payments of interest on the loan but the first instalment 
011 the principal.

The main building is 164  feet long by 70 feet in 
breadth, two stories high ; whilst a two-story building 
in the rear, for the binding of native books, is 15 2  by 23 
feet. T he walls o f the main building are strongo  o

enough to permit of a third story being added in 
the future when necessary.

On the 17th  of June, 1903, the first religious 
service was held in the new building, in one of the 
workrooms which has been temporarily set aside for 
a chapel. T he Rev. T s ‘ang Pao-tsu, the pastor of 
the Lowrie Memorial Church, led in prayer, after 
which there was reading of Scripture, address and 
prayer by Mr. Fitch. The characteristic note of the 
hymn singing was “ Glory to G od,”  whilst the 
key-note of the address and prayer was found in the 
conviction that the work was God’ s work and the

i 894_ i 9° 4- t3
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building God’s building. It was a happy coincidence 
that the evening o f the same day should be the first 
regular meeting o f the W orks’ branch o f Christian E n 
deavour, so that the noise o f the first day’ s work gave 
place to such further tuneful and prayerful recognition 
of God’ s goodness as ushered in the day’ s proceedings.

,5*

T he many workers referred to in the preceding 
historical sketch have been identified with the begin
ning and development o f the Press. We would like 
also to add a sentence of appreciation of the twenty 
years of humble faithful effort of elder L,oo K iu n g 
Dong, who passed away in the autumn of 1894. As 
compr. dora of the Mission Press large sums o f money 
passed through liis hands, but not one dollar was ever 
misappropriated. Wise in counsel, and characterised 
by gentle dignity and quiet firmness, he commanded 
the respect and affection o f all working with and 
under him. He walked home from the Press Christian 
Endeavor meeting, was stricken with paralysis the same 
evening, and died the following Sunday. The easy 
manner in which his accounts were made up bore sure 
testimony to the integrity and business method of 
our departed friend.

&



II. A WALK THROUGH THE WORKS.

^ iftR O C E E D IN G  T1P ^ ie front stair we first enter 
I T  the English  type-setting room. T he picture 

on the next page gives an insufficient idea of 
the size o f the room. Twenty-seven compositors are 
generally at work, and to the left, not included in the 
picture, is the proof-readers’ room. Here Mr. R . F. 
Martins, for nearly twenty years connected with the 
Press, works, assisted by his daughter. The difficul
ties of proof-reading w ill be somewhat appreciated i 
when we remember that a large number of these 
compositors only understand the significance of the 
letters ; the meaning of the words is beyond them. | 
Not knowing the sense o f what is being put into 
type the younger compositors, especially, evolve some 
wonderful “ w ordy”  combinations from the sketchy 
ealigraphy o f those friends who believe the pen is 
mightier than the sword and more effective than type
writers.

A s we look around at the forms ready for the 
presses, we notice that bi-lingual works, in the way 
of dictionaries and vocabularies, are well represented. 
Mission and hospital reports and periodical work take 
a large proportion of this standing matter. The 
progress of Romanization is evident from the amount 
of English  type required for the production of collo
quial works.
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With the click-click o f the English type com
positors’ movements in our ears, we go next door to 
the room where Chinese type is set up. On page 4 
w ill be found a picture of part o f this room, and the 
view of the nearest type case w ill indicate the advan
tage of the arrangement instituted by Mr. Gamble. 
The 7,000 different kinds of type are classified in 2 14  
divisions according to the radicals, thus enabling the 
compositor to quickly pick his way.

There are 40,919 different characters in K an gh i’ s 
dictionary, and as there are frequently calls for rarer 
characters than our matrices provide for, there is 
constant work for the engraver, who cuts out the 
needed face from a type-high blank.

We find the thirty-two compositors setting up 
the columns of the Chinese Christian Intelligencer, 

I"] fli), a Presbyterian w eek ly ; the Chinese Chris
tian R evieiv  (rf' ]>if ^  |[J) and R eview  o f the Times 

|3 5V fR), published by the Diffusion Society ; also 
the Chinese Illu strated N ews (^  [fij j{<) and C hild 's 
Paper (J]  sfg), printed for the Chinese Tract Society. 
W ork is also proceeding on commentaries, a Bible 
dictionary, liymnbooks, catechisms, Gospel tracts, 
a physiology, and a number o f educational works. 
Seven Chinese proof-readers are engaged in correcting 
the compositors’ work.

You ask, Where is the type procured from that 
is used for this work ? Well, let us follow this 
man with a form locked-up for stereotyping down to 
the large room, part of which is shown on the next 
page. Here a staff of twenty-four men and boys are
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engaged in the work of stereotyping and type-casting. 
For the former process we use both the paper and the 
clay methods. In the type-casting there are em
ployed five modern crank machines and a number of 
the older force-pedal style.

Adjoining this room is a fire-proof vault, where are 
stored, in neat compartments, the matrices for all the 
fonts cast by the Press. Herewith are samples of the 
seven kinds that are c a s t :—

In addition to this there are such Maneliu and 
Japanese bodies a s :—  y  ^

^  y  % i  ? j  f
7=7 /i' ■?> u ^ 3- & a \ t

H aving seen the type cast and the stereoplates 
made, let us go into the printing room. T he pictures 
on the following two pages give a little idea of the size 
of the room and the variety of the machinery. T o  the 
left of the picture 011 page 2 1 w ill be seen one of the 
tanks in connection with the large gas engine that 
supplies the motive power. The printing machinery 
comprises five large cylinder presses, two smaller 
cylinder presses, three platen machines, and six hand 
presses. Forty-one pressmen and helpers are employed 
in this room.
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W ith thankful feelings we watch the flying belt
ing and listen to the rumble of heavy machinery 
and the swish of the fliers depositing sheet upon 
sheet o f printed matter which we trust w ill have a 
rich divine blessing as the message finds its way to 
our widely scattered Chinese readers.

We have further food for reflection as we go into 
the large paper godown next door and see the high 
piles of paper from America, England, Scotland, Scan
dinavia, Austria, and other parts. May these millions 
of sheets, after they receive the impress of the message 
next door, not be forgotten by us as they go 011 their 
way.

But let us follow the printed sheets into the long 
two-storied building in the rear, which is mainly 
devoted to Chinese book-binding. Here we find busy 
fingers, guided by alert eyes, folding and collating 
the books in Chinese style. The tap of hammers on 
punches leads us to where the sewing operations are 
going on. T h is is comparatively simple, as Chinese 
bookbinding has not aspired to sewing up the back, 
such as is necessary in foreign books. A fter the 
punching o f holes, rolled paper fasteners are inserted, 
covers are placed in position, and a man with a keen 
broad-bladed knife trims the top, bottom, and back 
edges. The books are then stitched.

A s most of our readers have seen a Chinese bound 
book, we w ill not give further details ; but rather move 
on to the foreign bindery. T h is department is rapid
ly  assuming a greater importance in proportion to the 
preference shown for Western over Chinese style.
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The picture on the opposite page shows a good 
proportion of the twenty-four workers employed in 
this room. T he hydraulic press, wire - stitching 
machine, and gold-leaf press for covers, are not shown 
in this picture. To the right two workers are seen 
engaged on the ruling machine ; their apparent youth 
prevents any conjecture arising as to their being 
“ ruling elders.”  In the distant left-hand corner we 
see men at work on the paper cutters, whilst book
binding in all its different stages of folding, collating, 
sewing, gluing 011 cloth covers and leather backs, 
gilding o f titles, etc., is going on all over the room.

Our walk through the works practically ends here, 
with the inspection of the finishing stages ; but we 
would not forget such humble connecting processes 
as are seen in the roller-casting room, or the carpenters’ 
workshop, in which much preparation o f stereo mounts 
goes on. Our inspection, too, would hardly be com
plete without looking into the office opening from the 
verandah and into the large room temporarily in use 
as a chapel, where the employés assemble each morning 
at 7 :30 for devotional exercises, or without going up 
further to the rooms set apart for photo-engraving. 
The platform for printing, and the windows open
ing out on to it from the studio, w ill be seen on 
page 23. These rooms and the apparatus they contain 
are a provision for future development. The workers 
in charge rarely find a moment night or day to work 
in this most interesting and important department.

It may be well here to point out the close con
nection that exists between the works and the Peking
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Road offices and book room. Many of the books we 
saw being printed, in the course of our walk, belong to 
the Press and go right on to the book room shelves 
or into the godown behind. The work o f packing 
and shipping is mostly attended to from the offices. 
T he total Chinese staff in both places (not including 
Chinese bookbinders) amounts at present to 206 ; and 
telephone, cart, and bicycle communications, not 
to speak o f the growing interest o f our workmen in 
the aims of the Press, help to make the work go 
smoothly on as a well-articulated whole.

We had finished our walk and gone 011 to a wider 
outlook, when we felt compelled to come back to 
this point and add another sentence, and that by way 
o f tribute to the faithfulness and efficiency of our 
Chinese co-workers. Our relations have always been 
cordial. Even when a partial strike was threatened 
over a debateable matter this past year, we were always 
able to have frank discussion from each other’ s stand
point. I f  opportunity permitted we should have liked 
well to dilate on some of the many excellencies in 
the life and work of the members of our Chinese staff, 
but this is too large a subject for a parenthesis. We 
would simply add that the new workmen’ s houses 
referred to on page 13  give opportunity for coming 
more in touch with some of the families. There are 
twenty-five houses in five rows. In the open space 
between the third and fourth rows we hope soon 
to erect a meeting hall, with accommodation in 
smaller rooms for reading room, school room, recrea
tion room, etc.



III. THE WIDER OUTLOOK.

r" '*H IS  brief review of the past history o f the
Press and survey o f the present conditions of
the work makes us deeply grateful to God for 

the manner in which He has blessed the labors of 
His servants during these sixty years. In getting 
near to the Source o f our inspiration to service and 
help in its performance we get near to labourers in 
similar lines, and it is seemly that we should recog
nize appreciatively the work o f the other Mission 
Presses, and also the manner in which all mission 
press effort is made effective through the earnest and 
intelligent labors of Bible, tract and other publishing 
societies.

The Methodist Episcopal Mission has an old- 
established and well appointed Press at Foochow. 
Recently co-operation o f this Mission with the South
ern Methodists has led to the establishment o f an 
enterprising Methodist Press and Publishing House 
in Shanghai.

The Press of the National Bible Society o f Scot
land at Hankow is doing a vigorous work for Central 
and West China. Further west, the Canadian Me
thodist Mission have started a modest but promising 
printing establishment at Clientu.

There are smaller mission presses at Foochow 
in connection with the American Board Mission ; at
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Ningpo under the charge of the Church Missionary 
Society, also one connected with Dr. Goddard’ s 
school ; at Swatow in connection with the English 
Presbyterian Mission ; at Taichow and Wenchow 
under the auspices o f the China Inland Mission ; at 
Nanking, in connection with the Foreign Christian 
Mission School ; at Canton, under the auspices of the 
Baptist Publication Society ; and at Nodoa, in the 
Island o f Hainan, carried on by the American Pres
byterian Mission. Missionary printing is also done by 
the English aptist Mission at Hsi-an-fu ; by the 
South Chihli M ission ; by workers in W ei-hai-wei, 
and possibly by other friends we have failed to re
member, or whose work has not come to our notice.

As already indicated much literary matter has 
been prepared for these and other Presses, by such 
Societies as the Chinese Tract Society, the Central 
China Tract Society, the North China Tract Society, 
the North Fuhkien Religious Tract Society, and 
other Tract Societies ; also by the Educational Asso
ciation of China, the Society for the Diffusion of 
Christian and General Knowledge among the Chinese, 
the Medical Missionary Association, and local Ver
nacular Societies. And wre must not forget what has 
been done so effectively by the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, the American Bible Society, and the 
National Bible Society o f Scotland.

But all these mission presses, aided by such 
flourishing institutions as the Commercial Press—  
which largely owe their existence to missionary en
terprise— w ill be unable to meet the demand of the
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publishing societies mentioned above, when the in
evitable demand for true knowledge comes.

China with its honorable history in the making 
o f books, with its popular reverence for printed paper, 
with its many millions o f readers and interested 
listeners, its select millions of scholars and its many 
learned officials, and, above all, with its need for 
light and life, has always presented a unique 
field for the employment of the mission press. 
The march of events and the jostling of outside 
nations led a few years ago to a demand for Western 
publications that taxed the resources of the presses in 
China to their utmost. At present there is a lu ll in 
the demand, due to internal and external causes ; but 
the hands of the clock are not standing still, much less 
have they been put back by certain untoward events ; 
but rather— to use another simile— events are simply 
“ m arking tim e.”  When the political horizon clears 
and the march resumes, probably at an accelerated 
pace, there w ill be an increased demand for Western 
learning.

We believe this desire for knowledge is a God- 
given th irst; may it be the means o f bringing honest 
seekers to a God-given Saviour. B y  those who are 
able to judge, there is a danger of the New Learning 
in China being “ intellectual in its activity and 
materialistic in its ultimate end.”  The impression 
made upon thinking Chinese by the power, purpose, 
and prosperity of Western nations, and the manner 
in which these nations have, through a high standard 
of intelligence, subordinated and subsidised the forces



of nature for their own benefit, has led many Chinese 
to seek the knowledge which apparently leads to 
power, riches, and honour. It is o f the utmost im 
portance, therefore, that Christian ethics should have 
their place in the New Learning. And not only should 
all subjects be discussed from an unflinching Christian 
standpoint, but the Gospel message should have a spe
cial prominence. In all our work we would write jjig 
la rg e ; and in this the sixtieth 
year of the Presbyterian Mission 
Press we rejoice that so many 
works in their title, contents, 
and purpose have these characters prominent. Their 
meaning is “ G ospel”  or “ glad tidings,”  literally 
“ Happy sound,”  and our earnest hope and prayer 
is that the Mission Press w ill be much blessed in 
bringing to poor, puzzled China spiritual even more 
than temporal blessings.

What we have already mentioned with regard to 
the inability of existing publishing agencies to meet 
the demand that is sure to come, lays, i f  our forecast 
is correct, a great responsibility on us and the church 
at home. Men and means are forthcoming, or their 
needs are being emphasized by all missionary socie
ties, for the main lines o f evangelistic, educational, 
and medical work. Is sufficient emphasis being placed 
on the importance of literary work, or on the place 
and power o f the Mission Press as the servant of all 
these agencies ?

The recent scramble for railw ay and other con
cessions in China would indicate that “ the children
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of this world are wiser in their generation than the 
children of light.”  The stories of the rich deposits 
of coal and iron ore in China, and the opinions re
garding the immense possibilities for industrial devel
opment, were eagerly listened to by busy men. 
Shrewd minds realised promptly that industrial devel
opment depended largely on railways. Maps were 
studied and China was seen to be a land of magnificent 
distances. T he mouths of railway contractors, engi
neers, and others watered when they heard that 
China had not a mile of railway for every million of 
her inhabitants. Their interest in Europe, for in
stance, with a mile o f railway for every 2,400 in
habitants, lessened, and the swarm of syndicates com
menced. One syndicate promptly laid down ^ 7 5 ,0 0 0  
as a preliminary measure.

We rejoice in the consequent possibilities of 
material improvement in China, and are thankful for 
anything that w ill improve the condition of the 
people, but knowing that China’ s greatest need is the 
Gospel, we wonder i f  we have sufficiently studied 
history, or fully realised the enormous possibilities 
for the development o f Christian publishing work in 
China. We have already referred to China being a 
unique field for the employment of the mission press; 
the greatness o f the opportunity and responsibility 
is further apparent as we remember how Buddhism 
and Taoism have used literature in the past, and 
note the present use made of it by the followers 
of Confucius. We remember well the baleful 
flood of anti-Christian literature of a few years
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ago, and know that the prejudices and distrust 
awakened then have not been lessened by the mis
leading statements of some unenlightened reformers 
in their publications. Japan  sees the opportunity and 
has sailed boldly in.

It is well that, after telling what has been accom
plished during these last sixty years, and giving thanks 
and praise to God for what He has accomplished 
through weak instrumentality, we should think of the 
matters mentioned in the foregoing paragraph and be 
humble as regards ourselves whilst we are ambitious 
for the future. We certainly have many incentives to 
adopt as our motto, “ Expect great things of God. 
Attempt great things for God. ”

Iprcäbttcrtsn  fltiis io n  fftvcsä p r in t.


