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Preface.

T h is  little  book w as origin ally  w ritten iti 

Chinese for Chinese Christians. T h at it should 

also appear in E n glish  form is entirely ow ing 

to the fact that certain friends have kin d ly  

represented that, in spite of its sim plicity  

and obvious incom pleteness, it contains a 

message w hich W estern as w ell as Eastern 

Christians m ay receive w ith profit. It is quite 
certain that the Suprem e Fisher of M en, our 

Blessed Eord and M aster, seeks for choice souls 

that H e m ay equip them w ith special qualities 

for the great w ork of bringing others into the 

H eavenly K ingdom . C h rist’ s Society is co

extensive w ith hum anity and as lasting as the 

world. T h e great purpose of the Saviour is to 

introduce new ligh t and life into every nation. 

H e w ould do so, not m erely by means of 

literature, w hich has its own high place in 

the educational econom y of G od, but also by 

liv in g  men, who by word of m outh shall tell 

others about H im self and H is kingdom , and 

explain  the deeper m eaning of C hristianity by 

the beauty and consistency of their lives. H e 

expects H is servants to constrain, to w ile, to



attract others to H is feet w ith  tender patience, 

accom m odating them selves w isely to the suspi

cious, the tim id, and even the intractable w ays 

of their fellow s, but alw ays draw ing them w ith  

lovin g  gentleness nearer God. Men are ration

al, em otional, w ilfu l, sceptical, but they are also 

immortal. W ith  w hat wisdom must they be 

sought and found ! T h eir very freedom is a 

moral peril. H ow  shall they be gathered from 

the paths of danger ? T ru ly  choice souls are 

needed for such C hrist-like service, and he who 

would be most used in it w ill also be most eager 

to pray, in words that are often s u n g :—

Lord speak to me that I m ay speak 
In liv in g  echoes of T h y  tone ;

A s T hou  has sought, so let me seek 
T h y  erring children lost and lone.

O teach me, Lord, that I m ay teach 
T h e precious things T hou dost im p a rt;

A nd  w ing m y words, that they m ay reach 
T h e hidden depths of m any a heart.

O fill me w ith T h y  fulness, Lord,
U ntil m y very  heart o ’erflow

In kin dlin g thought and glow in g  word,
T h y  love to tell, T h y  praise to sh o w .”

J. W . W .
Shanghai, June 1912
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On Soul-Winners and Soul-Winning

N the book of Proverbs it is w ritten 

“ H e that w inneth souls is w is e .”  

(Prov. 2 .30). U nquestionably the w in 

n in g of souls is a great w ork requiring 

the highest kind of wisdom . In  every calling 

of life some kind of training is necessary to 

efficiency. W e do not expect a boy to become 

a sk ilfu l workm an until he has served an 

apprenticeship and acquired the know ledge 

essential to his trade. N o one w ould think of 

go in g  to sea in a ship commanded by one who 

was unacquainted w ith the science of navigation, 

or who failed to understand the law s and lessons 

of the compass. T o  become a tradesm an, an 

engineer, or a navigator, it is absolutely 

necessary to acquire definite kn ow led ge,— the 

know ledge that appertains to the particular 

occupation in w hich one m ay be interested. 

To do this tim e and thought and patient labour 
are all necessary. It is verily  “ line upon 

line, and precept upon p recep t.”  It is true 

there are certain select m inds w hich seem able to
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arrive at precise know ledge by a kind of in tu i

tion : natural g ifts enable them to do so at 

little  cost of m ental or physical effort. T h ey  

are born w ith  a genius for know ledge. But 

such are com paratively few  in number. T h e 

vast m ajority of men require to labour and 

study and exert all their mental powers in order 

to attain their objects in life. N ow  if this is 

the case in regard to hum an affairs, how  much 

more is it true that certain spiritual conditions 

and acquirem ents are absolutely necessary to 

those who w ould engage in the great and 

peculiarly  delicate task of w in ning men from 

sin unto righteousness, and from error unto 

truth? T h is is not and cannot be a perfunctory 

undertaking. It is really a much more difficult, 

and a transcendently more im portant task than 
that of the physician whose benevolent aims 

are concerned w ith  the healing of the body. 

But the man who sets out to w in a hum an soul 

has to do w ith the broken im age of G od. H is 

object is to bring about those conditions of 

mind and heart by w hich that im age can be 

restored. H ence the need for definite and 

unm istakeable qualifications. A  man who at
tempted to guide a ship across the trackless



ocean w ithout know ledge of sun or moon or 

star or compass w ould certain ly  be very foolish, 

but it is safe to say that he w ould be less 

foolish than the man w ho attem pted to guide 

a soul back to G od w ithout him self know in g 

G od or the w ay to H im . T h is  little  book is 

w ritten w ith the intention of indicating some of 

the essential characteristics of the man who 

w ould enter upon this m ost difficult service. 

T h e  wisdom w hich such a service presupposes 

comes from above. It w ill be sought for in 

vain in the natural human heart. U nquestion
ably it is born of the H oly Spirit of G od. 

W hat then are some of the essential features 

of a man who w ould w in souls ?

1 . U ndoubtedly the first is that he him 
self be in the enjoym ent of. fellow ship w ith 

G od. T h at goes w ithout saying. H e must 

personally realise the m eaning of the great 

words, “ A bid e in Me, and I in you . A s the 

branch cannot bear fru it of itself except it abide 

in the vine, so neither can ye excep t y e  abide 

in  M e .”  (John x v  4 .) T h e  them e upon w hich 

he has to discourse is G od, and G o d ’s love to men. 

I f  he has no personal and intim ate relations 

w ith God, how is it possible for him to speak
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con vin cin gly  about G od to others? Jesus said 

to H is disciples, “  Y e  are M y w itn esses.”  But, 

as we know , a w itness is one who has seen and 

know n the things of w hich he testifies. T o  be 

a w itness for God, a man m ust really know  

G od, not m erely in an academ ic sense, but in 

a true, inw ard, realistic sense, such as D avid 

possessed when he said ‘ ‘ H e is all m y salvation 

and all m y d esire,”  or such as Thom as and 

other of the disciples possessed w hen, falling  

down before Jesus, each said, “  M y Lord and m y 

G o d .”  T h is w itness consists in being able to 

say from personal experience that God loves 

men, that C hrist saves men, that H is blessed, 

H oly Spirit sanctifies men, and changes the 

natural w icked heart, and m akes it a new heart 

h aving new affections, new aspirations, new 

hopes, and new objectives. It is a w itness that 

can confidently assert that G od is w illin g  to 

come and abide in the heart of every one 
tru ly  seeking H im . There can be no effective 

soul-w inning unless the effort grow s out of 

personal know ledge of and association w ith God 

in C hrist and the conviction that H e is able to 

bless others just because H e has blessed our

selves. T h is then is the first great essential in

( 4 )



the soul-w inner. H e m ust be in personal touch 

w ith G od, otherw ise his testim ony w ill be 

useless, and he him self like unto a weapon 

w ithout edge, or an engine w ithout steam. 

M any overlook this fact, and w hile the sincerity 

of their personal faith  in divine things need not 

be questioned, there is certain ly  no spiritual 

pow er observable in their lives. T h ey  are 

cisterns, but they contain no liv in g  w ater from 

w hich the th irsty  can drink ; their lives em it a 

dim lig h t, but there is no warm th or consum ing 

en ergy in them. W hatever such people m ay 

be able to accom plish it is abundantly clear 

that they have no qualification to w in souls. 

T h e y  m ay be fit to undertake secular tasks of 

great im portance, but this w ork of leading 
others from darkness into ligh t, and from the 

pow er of Satan unto G od is one for w hich they 

have no aptitude. More fitting it is for such to 

retire into their closets and do w hat Christ 

com manded vis. pray for the H oly  Spirit by 

W hose in dw ellin g  their own hearts m ay be 

changed and their lives made useful. N o one 

need hope to w in souls w ho does not really 
and tru ly  abide in G od. T h u s and thus only is 

it possible to otfer that testim ony w hich w ill

( 5 )



b rin g a blessing to men and help forward the 

K ingdom  of G od in the earth.

II . A g a in , the soul-w inner is a man who has 

some true and infin itely im portant know ledge 

to im part. H e is a teacher able to teach out 
of h is own ripe experience. Im agine a tutor 

who is unable to teach attem pting to instruct 

pupils in a school ! N ot only is he in the w rong 

place, but because of his ignorance he is in danger 

of doing harm to those who u n w ittin g ly  w ait 

upon his instruction. T here is indeed little 

difference between the man who erroneously 

assumes that he is fit to instruct others, and the 
man who out of his ignorance instructs w rongly. 

Both are alike m ischievously incom petent, and 

their action is calculated to produce lasting evil 

effects. It is im possible that such people can 

exert a good influence and, on the other hand, 

so far from regarding their teachers w ith respect 

and affection— the pupils w ill treat them w ith 

contem pt and dislike. “ T h ey  have the name 

w ithout the r e a lity ”  ( %  ^  ÎP.I K  Ê’i ” ) and 

lik e  every other unreal and insincere th in g in 

the w orld, can contribute nothing to its better

ment. N ow  it is to be feared that some who 

are engaged in the sacred task of seeking to

( 6 )



win souls for God are not alw ays them selves 

so taught of the H oly Spirit as to ensure that 

w hat they teach to others is of any spiritual 

value. Indeed it m ust be adm itted that there 

are individuals who are positively unfit to touch 
this specialty solemn and im portant w o rk ,— unfit 

because they do not possess spiritual know ledge, 

and have them selves never sat hum bly, reve

rently, and inquirin gly at the feet of the G reat 
Master, Jesus. K now ledge of the philosophies 

and sciences and other abstruse scholastic subjects 

they m ay possess, but that is not the know ledge 

that can w in men from sin unto G od. T h e 

know ledge that can do this has reference to the 

spirit of man instructed by G od. It  concerns, 

011 the one hand, the hopeless condition of the 

unregenerate natural man, the heinousness of 

sin, its dread effect upon conscience, and upon 

every facu lty  of the soul, its power to poison 
the spring of life, to taint the output of energy, 

to destroy the soul, to injure men perm anently 

as individuals, and collectively  in the fam ily, or 

in the w ider sphere of the State for time and 

eternity. On the other hand it concerns the 

love of G od in Christ, H is w illin gness and power 

to save and illum inate, to guide men aright

( 7 )



in  every relationship down the path of life w ith 

a know ledge of sins forgiven, and a humble 

reliance 011 the grace of Christ to carry the 

trustful soul through all shadows and beyond 

into the ligh t w hich know s 110 darkness, and 

into the peace w hich is never disturbed. T h at 

is the know ledge w hich the wise soul-w inner 

im parts, and it is that alone that w ill tru ly  win 

men. It is an absolutely essential prerequisite 

011 the part of all who w ould attem pt to seek and 

save the lost. T h e wise soul-w inner is first of all 

concerned w ith  him self and the satisfaction of 

his own spiritual needs ; and only after having 

gained this personal experience w ill he be able 

to im part spiritual instruction to others.

I I I . One other im portant condition is the 

possession of sym pathy. Sym pathy and love 

are tw in sisters. T h ey  go together and are 

never far apart. It is inconceivable that a 

person who does not know  how to sym pathise 
with sinful and weak men can ever do them any 

good. E ven the sinless Son of M an, Jesus, in 

addressing sinners did not speak io u g h ly  or 

unkin dly to them. W h at H e did say to one was 

“ N either do I condemn th ee: go and sin 110 

m ore.”  T h is was one of the w ays by w hich H e
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attracted men unto H im self. Men heard Him , 

men follow ed H im , men loved H im , men 

accepted Him as their Saviour and Lord, just 

because H e was meek and gentle and fu ll of 

tender sym pathy. M encius says, Î?| K  ^  ^

ic 4  m  « m ,  ® aç
# , m & T, *  &. 3*c T, B riff

'fà -ÎL-* It is this qu ality  of sym pathy w hich 
effects so m uch good in the w orld, and if  a man 

has none of it, he cannot possibly become a 

soul-w inner. A las ! the opposite qualities of 

harshness, im patience, anger, rudeness, are so 
easily produced in the human heart! T h eir roots 

are already there and, as m ay be "said , the 

clim atic conditions of this unregenerate World 
are such that these rank weeds, so inim ical to the 

cultivation of the more beautiful flowers w hich 
we call love and sym pathy, kindness, meekness 

and gentleness, flourish lu xu rian tly . Sym pathy 

is a fire w hich w ill melt all opposition. In the 

heart of A frica  a rude untutored native who had

* “ When a ruler rejoices in the joy of his people, they 
also rejoice in his joy; when he grieves at the sorrow 
of his people, thev also grieve at his sorrows. A  
sympathy o f  joy will pervade the empire; a sympathy of 
sorrow will do the same. In such a state of things it 
cannot be but that the ruler attain unto kingly dignity.”

■'( 9 )
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just seen for the first time certain kinds of 

foreign tools grasped a bar of iron and com m enc

ed to saw it w ith the idea of saw ing it into two 

pieces. N atu rally  the saw  was injured w ithout 

producing any effect on the iron. H e then took 

hold of a hamm er and commenced to hammer 

the bar w ith  the view  of breaking it, but it 

yielded nothing. H e then used a chisel, but 
the chisel had little effect, and so he gave up the 

task as hopeless. B y  and by the owner of the 

tools came along and, enquiring into the m atter, 

he forthw ith  instructed the poor foolish man to 

put the bar of iron first of all into a fire, to heat 

it through and through until it became w hite 

w ith heat, and then apply the appropriate tools. 

T h is he did, and in a very  short tim e the man had 

cut the bar into separate pieces. N ow  human 

hearts are not unlike that bar of iron: treat them 

w ron gly  w hich is to treat them unsym patheti

ca lly  and you w ill never make an impression 
upon them , far less gain their affection. Treat 

them w ith  sym pathy, and the w arm th of 

sym pathy w ill break down all opposition. It 

is im possible to scold men into righteous w ays. 

A nd after all where w ould lie the benefit of 

such a course of action ? It  is not a momentary
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change of disposition foi; w hich the soul-winner 

labours, but a perm anent change of heart, and 

w ill, and inclination. M erely remind a man of 

his sin, do so frequently, do it in the tone of 

one w ho in stin ctively  feels him self to be a 

superior person, let there be no note of sym 

pathy in the voice, no tender cord of love 

trem bling w ith  compassion w ithin, no hearty 

hand— grasp revealing a generous spirit of 

brotherliness, and as sure as grapes are not 

gathered from thorns, so sure w ill there be no 

satisfaction from all such labour. T here can be 

110 happy harvesting from unsym pathetic sow ing. 

W h at an inim itable parable of sym pathy and love 

is to be found in L,uke 15 w here Jesus tells of 

the m eeting of the Prodigal Son and his Father. 

H ow  easy it w ould have been, and parentally just, 

also, for the Father to reproach and rebuke his 

w ayw ard, sin-sick boy; but no word of condem 

nation fell from the F ath er’s lips. W hat he 

did say was evidence of abounding p ity  and 

com passion :— “  bring fo rth ,”  “ put o n ,”  “ re

ce iv e ,”  “ m ake m e r ry ” — “ this m y son was 

dead and is alive, was lost and is fo u n d ! ”  

T hat  language revealed love and sym pathy in 

truest activ ity . It won the pen iten t’s heart.
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Or think of the man goin g  down to Jericho who 

was stripped and wounded by thieves on the 

w ay. O ther so-called good men saw him and 

passed him by. B ut a Sam aritan came to the 

spot w here he lay— a man possessing strong 
national if not personal antagonism s, and yet, in 

spite of these, he stopped, stooped over and e x 

amined the robbed and bruised man, saw in him a 

brother in distress, poured oil upon his wounds, 

helped him 011 to his beast, led him to an inn, 

and discharged all indebtedness. T h a t too, 

w as sym pathy of the true productive kind. It 

saved the receiver: it also blessed the giver. 

H e w ho w ould gain friends m ust show him self 

friendly. T here is absolutely 110 place in this 

world for harshness, least of all is there room 

for it in the character and conduct of the man 

who seeks to w in others over to the side of Jesus 

Christ. T h e  servant of Christ, rem em bering his 

own weaknesses and his own inherent tendency 

to fall, should clothe his speech w ith  h u m ility . 

It is not for him to deepen the wounds or 

increase the hurt felt by men and women who 

have transgressed. H e him self was and still too 

often is a transgressor. It is 110 part of his 

business to lash the sinner into a state of moral
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torture. W hen the leper appealed to Jesus to be 

healed, (M k . 1. 41) it is said that Jesus was 

‘ moved w ith com passion, stretched forth H is 

hand, and touched him. ’ ’ Those are very sign ific

ant words. T h ey  reveal not only the attitude, 

but also the m otive of C hrist in dealing w ith 

men and their needs ; and in this sense are full 

of instruction for the soul-w inner. W h at men 

need to-day as alw ays is compassion and help. 

G od did not m ake man a judge of the offences of 
his fellow s. On the other hand He did and does 

ask his servants to take the w eary by the hand 

and help them , to smooth out the sorrows of life 
w ith words of grace, and hope and counsel, to 

guide the poor battered feet of those who have 

felt the hard edge of life ’s rough road into the 

peaceful paths prepared by the Saviour. T h at 

is the d uty and the privilege of the man who 

w ould win souls. O n ly  the S pirit of Christ 

w ill enable him  to do it aright. N o one not 

possessing C h rist’s S pirit of tenderness can really 
be a soul-w inner. O nly  choice souls made 

choice by the love of C hrist shed abroad in 

their own hearts can so tell of the m atchless 

worth of their L ord, and the beauty of H is 

peace that their testim ony shall be sw eet as
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honey from the comb, and soothing as the oil 

that is poured upon sm arting wounds. T he 

w orld needs sym pathy, tenderness, love. The 

servant of C hrist m ust possess them if he w ould 
w in men.

IV . One other im portant qualification w hich 

should be referred to is the need for tact in 

approaching m en. T h is  too presupposes great 
wisdom . Men in the sigh t of G od are all alike 

precious, but probably no tw o men are a like in 

m ental habits or idiosyncrasies. T ru th  m ay be 

stated to one man at alm ost any time in the 

bluntest terms w ithout fear of g iv in g  offence, 

w hile the use of the same lan guage in the same 

circum stances to others w ould inflict pain, and 

occasion resentm ent. C learly  then the in dividu

al whose object is to bring spiritual benefit to 
his fellow s m ust, in approaching them , see to it 

that his m ethod is discreet, and as far as possible 

rem oved from unskilfu l and precipitate haste. 

S t. Paul said that he became ‘ ‘all things to all men 

that he m ight gain  som e.”  T h is of course does 

not mean that he neglected the sanctions of 

conscience in any of his plans, but it does mean 

that he availed him self of every w ise method 

know n to his sp iritually  illum inated judgm ent
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in preaching and teaching, in w arning and 

rebuking, in com forting and com m anding, so 

that his labour should not be spent in vain. 

H e could rejoice w ith  those who rejoiced, and 

weep w ith those w ho w ept. St. P au l’s wisdom 

and sagacity  are beyond criticism . N o law ful 

instrum ent was unused if by using it he could 

win men for his M aster. N ow  it is all im portant 

that men liv in g  in these days of hurry and rush, 

when their m inds are absorbed in business and 

oftentim es obscessed by the carkin g cares of 

life, should be approached tactfu lly  by the one 

seeking to bring spiritual realities before them. 

W hen a fisherman baits his hook he uses the 

bait w hich, having regard to the character of 

the fish, the time of day, the colour of the skjr, 

and the w ater, e tc., is, in his opinion, most 

lik e ly  to attract the fish. H e know s better than 

to use indiscrim inately any “ f ly ,”  at any hour, 

in any w eather. H is object is to secure the 

fish, and therefore he brings to bear upon his 

task all the tact and sk ill he possesses. So 

ought every one who is try in g  to win souls for 

God. W ithout doubt it requires great in tel

ligence to know  just when another person 

m ay be hopefully and successfully approached:
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it is equally im portant to com prehend the style 

of language best suited to gain his ear. N o 

wise soul-w inner w ould attem pt to interfere 

w ith a man when his time and attention are 

given  up entirely to the pressing claim s of 

business. C learly  that season w ould be most 
inopportune for securing his attention.

O bviously, too, it w ould not be wise to obtrude 

one’s m essage upcn a m other whose time and 

strength w ere em ployed in attending to the 

needs of her fam ily. In ordinary circum stances 

both the business man and the m other m ight 

prove to be most accessible ; but if a w rong or 

inconvenient season of approach be selected, it 

need occasion no surprise if repulse and even 

defeat be experienced. T h e  “  P re a ch e r”  w isely 

says (E c c :  3 : 1 .)  ‘ ‘ to everyth in g there is a 

season, and a time to every purpose under the 

sun, a time to break down and a tim e to build 

u p ,”  and the wise w orker for Christ w ill find 

in these significant words, pertinent instruction 

for his own benefit. T h e grace of tactfulness 
is a special bestowment.

H appily  iu regard to this and every other 

m atter the seeker for souls m ay rely  upon a 

very apposite and very definite word of promise.
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H oly Scripture says “  I f  any man lack wisdom 
let him ask of G od who g ivetli to all men 

lib e ra lly .”  (James 1:5 .) H e w ho is engaged in 

this sacred task will see to it that he does not 

even attem pt to w in men w ithout first obtaining 

the w'sdom  w hich is from on h igh . T here can 

be no excuse, and little room for sym pathy w ith 

the man who, trusting in his own uninspired 

judgm ent, goes forth to sow the seed of the 

heavenly K ingdom  in the m inds of others and 

realises ultim ately w ith  bitterness that because of 
tactlessness and m isguided enthusiasm  his 

labour has been entirely in vain. Just as in 

earthly affairs w’ise discrim ination and balance 

of judgm ent is essential to success, so in things 

spiritual the man who is sp iritually  taught, and 

sk ilfu l in adopting the righ t angle of approach 

when seeking to influence others, is the man 

w ho w ill be successful in b rin gin g men to G od. 

T h is sk ill is im parted by G od H im self, and can 

only be developed under the gracious influence 

of G o d ’s H oly Spirit. T h e  wise soul-seeker 

w ill seek for it unceasingly by means of prayer 

and personal com m union w ith  God.
5 . Furtherm ore the soul-w inner w ill seek to 

Utilize every available opportunity for prosecuting
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his w ork. H e w ill ever be on the outlook 

for ' ‘ open doors. ’ ’ H e already know s the moral 

sickness and sadness and sin that abound in the 

w orld. T h e  beauties of the m aterial earth w ill 

not blind him or m ake him insensible to the 

spiritual hunger and weariness, pain and death, 

that everyw here exist m ingled w ith the garish 

attractions of an unhealthy civilization. H e 

know s that w hile the birds m ay trill their sw eet

est notes, and the earth m ay be covered w ith  the 

m ost beautiful flowers, yet deep down in the 

heart of hum anity there is a throb and a sob 

betokening a need w hich only the Gospel of 

Jesus C hrist can satisfy. T h e servant of Christ 

w ill be everm ore on the w atch for an opportunity 

to speak the righ t word and deliver the most 

fitting m essage of com fort and hope to those in 

distress. A round the shores of G reat Britain are 

stationed certain officials who are called coast

guards. In early tim es such men were appointed 

to prevent sm u gglin g, and really  acted the part 

of sea-side policem en. N ow  that sm ugglin g 

has practically  ceased in Britain, these men 
have only two functions to perform , but these 

are of the highest im portance. T h e first is to 

be on the watch for and to render assistance to
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all ships that m ay be in distress. T he second 
is to train men for future naval service in case 

their country should require assistance in time 

of war. N ow , these coastguards are alw ays on 

the outlook for an opportunity to be of use. It 

matters not w hether the ship that has stranded 

is only a sm all, insignificant, and even ugly- 

looking craft with only one or two men on 

board, or is a m ajestic steam -vessel possessing 

all the m echanical beauties and conveniences of 

modern naval architecture, carrying hundreds of 

souls— these w atchers are prepared to render the 

same kind of assistance to all alike. T h eir re

sponsibility is great for life depends upon their 

w atchfulness and en ergy. I f  the wind blows 

strong and the w aves run high and fierce, they 

m ay be seen w atching the sea-scape through 

their telescopes; or if the sun shines and the sea 

is placid they m ay still be seen w atch in g— alw ays 

w atching, for an opportunity to bring succour 

to those w ho m ay be in danger. N ow  thus it 

ought to be w ith  the soul-seeker. Christ his 

M aster calls upon H im  to w atch unceasingly. 

T here is no time for slum bering in this service. 

T h e sorrows of life  are too keen and the power 

of sin is too great and prevalent to allow of
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indifference or carelessness • on the part of 

C h rist’s servants. It is to be feared that many a 

poor wanderer has “ missed the ro a d ”  just 

because the follow ers of the Saviour have failed 

in their task to grasp the opportunity to point 

the “ w a y ”  to wanderers. O pportunities truly 

abound 011 every hand. T h ey  need scarcely be 

sou gh t for, they are to be found in our own 

homes as well as in more public places. M ore

over in ¿his connection it ought never to be 

forgotten that the present becomes the past. In 

that fact there is a most solemn w arning for all. 

E ve ry  soul-w inner should see to it that the g ift 

of memory be not other than a blessing to him. 

Surely  110 punishm ent is more aw ful than 

mem ory when it looks back upon the lost 

opportunities of one's life. It is, alas ! too often 

the case that G o d ’s servants are like a statue 
w ith  the water of the fountain trick lin g  through 

its hands into the basin beneath. So are oppor

tunities for service too frequently allowed to 

slip aw ay unim proved. T h en , indeed, soone* 

or later m ust come regret and m ourning as their 

smoke rises up before an accusing m emory. 

T h at terrible experience should be avoided 

at all cost. A n d  o h ! the joy  of bringin g
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com fort to tlie sorrow ful, certain ty to the 

doubter, peace to the d istressed ! T here is 
no jo y  like it in the wide w orld. Successful 

soul-w inuers know  this. T h e w ork brings its 

own hallowed reward. So let every w orker for 

C hrist be on the out'ook for opportunities of 

service, to help people in all lands and places, 

for C hrist has died for all. L et there be 

110 slackness. W atch and pray ! T im e passes 

q u ick ly, and sin-burdened men are often like 

children who cry  out in the night having no 
speech other than their cries. P ray for such, 

and w ork w isely  for such. P ray definitely and 

w ork earnestly. Scripture says “  T h e y  that be 

wise shall shine as the brightness of the 

firm am ent, and they that turn m any to righteous

ness as the stars for ever and e v e r .”  Dan. 12 

3 . A nd Jesus has said. “ Follow  M E  and I 

w ill m ake you fishers of m e n ”  M att. 4 . 19. 

M ay this joy  be the jo y  of every one who reads 

these w o rd s!


