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Maureen Waller 's  research has provided insight into the si tuations of men and
women at  the forefront  of  the t ransformation that  has occurred in American
families.  In part icular ,  i t  has documented how unmarried parents in low-income
communit ies  understand the meaning of  fatherhood and marriage in their  l ives
and how their  interpretat ions guide decisions about  parenting and int imate
unions. This work has also considered how social policies addressing family
change may conflict  with parents’ ideas and experiences.

Although children in “fragile families” are now the focus of considerable policy
attention,  surprisingly l i t t le  research has examined how unmarried parents  make
decisions around child custody and visitation. Waller 's  current research draws on
interviews with low-income, unmarried mothers and fathers in New York who are
living apart to explore several basic questions related to these decisions, such as: 
1) How do parents determine where their child will  reside, how much time they
will  spend in each parent’s  household,  and who has authori ty to make important
decisions for them?; 2) Why do parents choose to establish either informal or
formal custody and visitation agreements?; and 3) What are the implications of
these decisions for their  r ights and responsibil i t ies as parents?

In previous research, My Baby’s Father (Cornell University Press) drew on
intensive interviews with unmarried men and women with children receiving
welfare to examine how they made sense of the decision to have a child outside
of marriage, how they defined unmarried fathers’ obligation to their children,
how they negotiated paternal  involvement and support ,  and how these pract ices
interacted with mandatory welfare and child support  regulat ions.    Among other
things,  this  research showed that  unmarried parents '  ideas about  paternal
responsibil i ty,  their  informal systems of paternal  recognit ion and support ,  and
their  often dire economic circumstances confl icted with key assumptions and
regulations of child support policy.
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Subsequent research used longitudinal,  qualitative interviews Waller conducted
with a sub-sample of parents in the Fragile Families Study and the nationally
representat ive survey data from this  s tudy to examine why some unmarried
fathers are more successful than others at  maintaining early t ies to families.  
Papers coming out of  this  project  have focused on issues such as the
circumstances in which fathers become caregivers of young children, the
implications of their incarceration, violence, and substance use for their parenting
and romantic unions,  and the l ink between couples '  pregnancy intentions and
men's  early economic support  of  mothers.    This work has also examined how
unmarried couples '  expectations about marriage,  their  fear of divorce,  and their
interpretations of relationship conflicts influence decisions about marriage.

Funding for this research has been provided by NICHD, USDA,  the William and
Flora Hewlett Foundation, the Public Policy Institute of California, the Cornell
Population Center, Institute for Social Sciences, and the Bronfenbrenner Life
Course Center at Cornell University.
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PhD in Sociology, Princeton University
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PAM 2150: Research Methods 
PAM 3350: Families, Poverty and Public Policy
PAM 4160: The Ethnography of Poverty and Inequality
PAM 6040: Qualitative, Survey & Mixed Method Approaches to Policy Research

Websites

Administration

Publications

Selected Publications

Book
Waller, Maureen R. (2002). My Baby's Father: Unmarried Parents and Paternal
Responsibility. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press. [b o o k] 

[Google book preview]

Articles
Waller, Maureen R. (2010). "Viewing Low-Income Fathers' Ties to Families
through a Cultural Lens: Insights for Research and Policy." Annals of  the American

http://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/?GCOI=80140100797920
http://books.google.com/books?id=x4KrScu76qsC&pg=PP1&dq=My%20Baby%27s%20Father


through a Cultural Lens: Insights for Research and Policy." Annals of  the American
Academy of Political and Social Science. 629: 102-124. [abstract]

Waller, Maureen R. (2009). "Family Man in the Other America: New Opportunities,
Motivations, and Supports for Paternal Caregiving." Annals of  the American
Academy of Political and Social Science, Vol 624, No. 1, 156-176 (2009) [abs t rac t] 

Waller, Maureen R. and H. Elizabeth Peters. (2008) "The Risk of Divorce as a
Barrier to Marriage among Parents of Young Children." Social Science Research 
37(4): 1188-1199. [p a p e r] 

Waller, Maureen R. (2008). "How Do Disadvantaged Parents View Tensions in their
Relationships? Insights for Relationship Longevity among At-Risk Couples." 
Family Relations 57(2): 128-143. [abs t rac t]

Waller, Maureen R. and Marianne Bitler. (2008). "The Link between Couples’
Pregnancy Intentions and Behavior: Does It Matter Who Is Asked?" Perspectives on
Sexual and Reproductive Health 40(4): 194-201. [abs t rac t] 

Swisher, Raymond and Maureen Waller. (2008). “Confining Fatherhood:
Incarceration and Paternal Involvement among Nonresident White,
African-American and Latino Fathers.” Journal of Family Issues 29(8):  1067-1088.
[abs t rac t] 

Crowley, Jocelyn E., Margaret Watson, and Maureen R. Waller. (2008).
Understanding "Power Talk:" Language, Public Policy, and Democracy. Perspectives
on Politics  6(1): 71-88. [abs t rac t] 

Waller, Maureen R. and Raymond Swisher. (2006). Fathers' Risk Factors in Fragile
Families: Implications for "Healthy" Relationships and Father Involvement. Social
Problems. 53 (3): 392-420. [p a p e r] 

Waller, Maureen R. and Sara S. McLanahan. (2005). "His" and "Her" Marriage
Expectations:  Determinants and Consequences.  Journal of Marriage and Family,
67: 53-67. [abs t rac t] 

Waller, Maureen R. and Robert Plotnick. (2001). "Effective Child Support Policy for
Low-Income Families: Evidence from Street Level Research". The Journal of Policy
Analysis  and Management 20(1): 89-110. [abs t rac t] 

Waller, Maureen R. (2001). "High Hopes: Unwed Parents' Expectations about
Marriage." Children and Youth Services Review,  2

http://ann.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/629/1/102
http://ann.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/624/1/156
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6WX8-4T07YT3-3&_user=492137&_rdoc=1&_fmt=&_orig=search&_sort=d&view=c&_acct=C000022719&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=492137&md5=2ddf485e0a56b5aacbde6883871114a0
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/custom/portlets/recordDetails/detailmini.jsp?_nfpb=true&_&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=EJ789847&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=no&accno=EJ789847
http://www.guttmacher.org/pubs/journals/4019408.html
http://jfi.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/29/8/1067?rss=1
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=1741444
http://caliber.ucpress.net/doi/pdf/10.1525/sp.2006.53.3.392?cookieSet=1
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/bpl/jomf/2005/00000067/00000001/art00005
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/journal/77002273/abstract

