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Biographical Statement
Susan Ashdown joined the Cornell faculty in 1991 on completion of her
Ph.D research in perception of apparel fit at the University of Minnesota. Previous
to this she completed her MA degree at Cornell, where her research was in the
area of functional apparel design. Her research continues to address topics
in apparel sizing and fit and in the design of functional apparel. Overall the
questions that inform her research and teaching focus on the interactions
between apparel design and technology, and the changes that are occurring in the
way that apparel is designed, produced, and distributed using new and developing
technologies.
More specifically, her research and teaching are in the field of technical apparel
design, with a concentration on sizing and fit of both fashion and functional
apparel, and the use of full body three-dimensional scanning in the apparel
industry. Issues in patternmaking, grading, automated custom fit, judging apparel
fit in research and industry settings, virtual fit, use of 3D scans for virtual fit
avatars, anthropometric measures, anthropometry of the active body, mass
customization, interactions of materials and design, and functional apparel
design are addressed in her research program.

Professional
Current Professional Activities
Member of the Editorial Advisory Board of Fashion Practice; The Journal of
Design, Creative Process & the Fashion Industry
Objective 1 leader, NC-170 Regional Research Group

Research
Current Research Activities
The focus of current work includes sizing and fit of apparel and the use of
three-dimensional body scanning in the apparel industry, apparel sizing systems
for target markets based on anthropometric data,hand anthropometry and
changes in surface measurements in active positions, fit of clothing in active
positions and for functional clothing, and the use fo scanning in virtual fit
initiatives. Other issues being investigated include the use of computer systems
for automating custom-fitted patterns, the use of 3D data for visualizing and

judging the fit of apparel, virtual fit of apparel for the consumer, and the design,
sizing, fit, and function of protective clothing.

Extension
Education
Education
Ph.D. 1991 - University of Minnesota, Apparel Design
M.A. 1989 - Cornell University, Textiles: Apparel Design
B.A. 1971 - Grinnell College, Theater Arts

Courses
Courses Taught
FSAD 2640 - Draping
FSAD 2660 - Product Development
FSAD 4010 - Empirical Research
FSAD 4020 - Internship Experience
FSAD 6640 - Human Factors: Anthropometrics and Apparel
FSAD 6370 - Apparel Seminar
co-instructor for FSAD 3770

Websites
Related Websites
www.bodyscan.human.cornell.edu
Body Scan Research: Description of the work of the Cornell Body Scan Research
Group (with Suzanne Loker), 2002
www.sizingsystems.human.cornell.edu
Apparel Sizing: Reference list of publications on sizing and fit of apparel, 2001
http://fit.cit.cornell.edu/textiles
Draping Instruction: Teaching support for apparel patternmaking/draping (with
Richard MacPike), 2004
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