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Biographical Statement

Nancy Wells is an environmental psychologist  who studies people's relationship
to the buil t  and natural  environment through the l i fe course.

Department Website Summary

Research in the Wells research group focuses on the influence of both the built
and natural  environment on human heal th and heal th behavior .    Research
includes studies examining the effects of housing quality on mental  health;    the
influence of neighborhood design on physical activity; the effects of access to
green, natural areas on cognitive functioning and psychological well-being.   A
major current  focus is  on the influence of school gardens on children's  fruit  and
vegetable consumption, nutritional knowledge, and physical activity. 

Professional

Current Professional Activities

Nancy Wells is a member of the Environmental Design Research Association
(EDRA), the Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues (SPSSI), the
International Association for the Study of People and their Surroundings (IAPS). 
She has presented at the National Council  on Science and the Environment,  The
Chicago Botanical Garden, the American Psychological Association, and is a
frequent presenter  at  nat ional  and international  conferences related to residential
environments  and heal th-re la ted outcomes.  

Research

Current Research Activities

Professor Wells is an environmental psychologist  who studies people's
relationship with the buil t  and natural  environment through the l ife course.  In
particular,  Wells studies the impact of nearby nature on cognitive functioning, the
influence of neighborhood design on physical activity,  and the effects of housing
quality on psychological well-being. Her work has included the study of children,
adults,  elders and families.

Extension

Web Bio



Education

Education

Dr. Wells received a joint PhD in Psychology and Architecture from the University
of Michigan and completed a NIMH post-doctoral fellowship in the School of
Social Ecology at the University of California, Irvine. Nancy also received a
Master's degree in Design and Environmental Analysis from Cornell University
and a Bachelor's degree in Psychology from Connecticut College.

Courses

Courses Taught

DEA 4550 Research Methods in Human-Environment Relations

DEA 6560 Research Methods in Social Sciences

DEA 6610  Environments and Health

DEA 7100  DEA Graduate Seminar

Websites

Related Websites

ht tp : / /courses .c i t . corne l l .edu/dea6610/

h t tp : / /courses .c i t . corne l l .edu/dea6560/ 

h t tp : / /courses .c i t . corne l l .edu/dea4550/

Administration

Administrative Responsibilities

Dr. Wells is the Director of Graduate studies for the graduate field of Design and
Environmental Analysis.   In addition, she directs the Gerontology Minor, which is
available to Cornell  students campus-wide; and she serves as faculty advisor to
the Cornell Elderly Partnership within the Cornell Public Service Center.
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