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was a difficult 
year at the Cornell Feline Health Center 
with the loss of our director, Dr. James R. 
Richards, Jr. In late April, Dr. Richards, 
director of the FHC for the past 10 years, 
died from injuries sustained in a motor
cycle accident. This was a traumatic expe
rience for all who knew Jim and his great 
dedication to improve the health and 
welfare of all his kitties that he so loved. 

The staff of the center struggle as we try 
to recover from our great loss. We have 
very dedicated staff members who are 
totally committed to our mission, so that 
even the loss of a dear friend, mentor, and 
dedicated public servant will not deter us 
from moving forward with enthusiasm. 

I am pleased to share with you some of 
the exciting things that happened at the 
center during 2007, the 33rd year of our 
existence, as we continue to improve the 
health and welfare of kitties everywhere. 
Dr. Richards had been actively involved 
in two national campaigns for which he 
was the official American Association 
of Feline Practitioners spokesperson. 
"Healthy Cats for Life" is a national public 
information campaign to help cat owners 
and lover take better care of their cats. 
The second is the "Know Heartworm" 
campaign to inform veterinarians and cat 
owners about the newer information and 
dangers of feline heartworm disease. 

One exciting project is the production 
of cat-care videos and DVDs ( ee detail 
in this report) under the outstanding 
leadership of our colleague, Jodi Korich, 
DVM '97, instructor in the section of 
curriculum in the Department of Clinical 
Sciences. The Feline Health Center fund
ed several feline research projects during 
the past year, and these are highlighted 
in this report, as well. 

After 10 years of retirement (a lO-year 
"sabbatical leave"), I was appointed 
interim director of the center on May 1, 
to serve until a new director can be hired. 
While I would much prefer to have 
Dr. Richards continue as director, and 

to read his introduction to this annual 
report, it has been a privilege for me to 
once again be associated with this unique 
entity, the Cornell Feline Health Center, 
and to see firsthand the accomplishments 
made during the pa t 10 years. 

I hope this report will give you a glimpse 
of the past year's happenings at the Feline 
Health Center. I thank you for your con
tinued support. It is only through your 
support that the center can continue to 
exist and to improve the health and 
welfare of cats. 

Fred W. Scott, DVM, PhD 
Interim Director, 
Cornell Feline Health Center 



2007-2008 Feline Health Studies 

Evaluation of serum 
cobalamin, folate, and 
amino acids in captive 
tigers (Panthera tigris) 

Investigators: 
Elizabeth M. Bunting, VMD, resi
dent in exotic and wildlife medicine, 
Department of Clinical Sciences 

George V. Kollias, DVM, PhD, 
Jay Hyman Professor of Wildlife 
Medicine, Department of Clinical 
Sciences 

Kenneth W. Simpson, BVM&S, 
PhD, professor of small-animal 
medicine, Department of Clinical 
Sciences 

Ned J. Place, MD, PhD, assistant 
professor, Department of Population 
Medicine and Diagnostic Sciences 

Ellen S. Dierenfeld, MS, PhD, 
nutritionist, St. Louis Zoo, and 
adjunct professor, Cornell University 
Department of Animal Science 

There are few published 
studies on specific nutri
tional requirements of exotic 
cats, and many laboratory 
tests lack reference ranges. 
This study is evaluating 
serum and dietary cobala
min (vitamin 812) and folate 
(vitamin 89), the cobalamin
dependent metabolites 

I I 

homocysteine and methyl 
malonic acid, and serum 
amino acid profiles in cap
tive tigers. 

In dogs and cats, low serum 
cobalamin and folate values 
indicate gastrointestinal dis
ease. Serum cobalamin and 
folate measurements from 

six healthy captive tigers and 
one with spinal disease were 
well below expected values 
compared to normal domes
tic cats. These preliminary 
data are being expanded 
by validation of cobalamin 
and folate immunassays and 
comparison of the results 

to those achieved by bio
assay. Using the validated 
assay, serum cobalamin and 
folate levels are being com
piled from at least 20 of the 
150 captive tigers in North 
American zoos to produce a 
normal reference range. 



E aluatio of serum 
iohexol clearance to 
pred"ct carboplatin 
clearance in cats 

Investigators (all in the Department 
of Clinical Sciences): 

Dennis Bailey, DVM, lecturer in 
medical oncology 

Kenneth M. Rassnick, DVM, assis
tant professor 

Nathan Dykes, DVM, senior lec
turer in radiology 

In cats, the dose-limiting 
toxicity of the chemotherapy 

drug carboplatin is neutro
penia (low neutrophil count, 

one of the white blood cells). 
When dosing is based on 

body surface area (BSA), 
there is a significant interpa

tient variation with respect to 
the severity of neutropenia, 

the timing of the neutrophil 
nadir, and the time until the 
neutrophil count returns 
to within the normal refer
ence range. The investiga
tors recently completed a 
pharmocokinetic analysis 

of carboplatin in cats, and 
developed a new dosing 

equation and strategy to 
predict toxicity of this drug 

based on glomerular or kid
ney filtration rate (GFR) and 
BSA. This procedure, how
ever, required specialized 

equipment and radio-labeled 
compounds. 

Recently a commercial 
company has made avail
able a GFR assay for cats 

based on serum clearance 
of iohexol, making it pos

sible for any veterinarian to 
measure GFR easily. The 
hypothesis is that GFR mea
surement based on serum 

clearance of iohexol will 
accurately predict carbopla

tin clearance. The objective 
of this study is to develop a 

dosing strategy for the use 
of carboplatin chemotherapy 
in cats that not only is safe 

and accurately predicts tox
icity but also is practical and 

widely available for use by 
veterinarians to effectively 

treat cancer in cats. 



Interactions between 
feline carcivirus and its 
receptor, feline junctional 
adhesion molecule-A 

Investigator: John S. Parker, DVM, 
PhD, virologist at Baker Institute for 
Animal Health 

[Note: This is a continuation of one of the 
2006-2007 Feline Health Studies. In 2007, 
two scientific publications from this research 
were published, and two scientific presenta
tions were given at national meetings.] 

Feline caliciviruses (FCVs) 
are highly prevalent, impor
tant pathogens of cats. Most 

FCV isolates primarily infect 
epithelial cells of the mouth, 
nose, and eye, causing signs 

of upper-respiratory-tract 
disease; more virulent iso

lates may cause pneumonia. 
However, in the last seven 
years there have been multiple 

reports of a highly virulent 
systemic disease caused by 
FCV (VS-FCV). These infec
tions are highly contagious 

and cause high morbidity and 
mortality-findings include 
non-responsive fever, pancrea

titis, disseminated intravascular 

coagulation, hepatic necrosis, 
limb and facial edema, and 
skin and footpad ulcerations. 
Unlike most FCV isolates, 

VS-FCV isolates infect a broad 
range of cells throughout the 

body. The molecular bases 
for these differences in FCV 
tropism and virulence are 
unknown. Differences in viral 

tropism often can be explained 
by differences in virus usage 
of cell-surface receptors. The 

cell -surface receptors thus far 
identified for FCV are feline 
junctional adhesion molecule-A 

(fJAM-A) and a-2,6 sialic acid. 
It is not known how FCV inter
acts with these receptors or 

what role virus-receptor inter
actions play in tropism and 

virulence. Knowledge of the 
viral determinants of receptor 
binding is critical to understand 

how variations in the viral coat 
protein can lead to changes in 
tropism and virulence. 

,.. 



Investigator: Bruce Kornreich, DVM, 
PhD, senior research associate, 
Department of Clinical Sciences 

Hypertrophic cardiomyopathy 
(HeM) is the most commonly 

diagnosed cardiac disease in 
cats and is a significant cause 

of morbidity and mortality 
in feline veterinary patients. 

Istaroxime is a novel cardiac 
therapeutic agent, and the 
potential for istaroxime as a 

therapeutic agent to treat 
feline HeM has not been 

investigated. 

This study will utilize echocar

diographic, electrocardio
graphic, clinicopathologic, 
and high-performance liquid 
chromatographic techniques to 

assess the use of istaroxime in 
cats for the treatment of HeM. 
Evaluations will include safety, 
physiologic effects, and phar

macokinetic profile. 



Dr. Louis J. Cam uti Memorial Felme 
Consultation and Diagn stic S rVlCe 

Named in honor of a beloved veterinarian, Louis J. 
Camuti (1894-1981), known affectionately to many as 

"the Cat Doctor," this telephone consultation service 

provides individualized assistance to veterinarians and 

cat lovers. Dr. Cam uti was the first veterinarian in the 

United States to devote his entire practice to cats, 

making house calls for cats and their owners for more 

than 60 years. 

A growing endowment supports the service, allowing 

the Cornell Feline Health Center's consulting veteri

narians to provide expert advice based on the most 

current information available in feline medicine. The 

consulting veterinarians also serve as liaisons with the 

college's Animal Health Diagnostic Center. Accurate 

diagnosis of diseases enables veterinarians to pre

scribe the most effective treatment for feline ailments. 

1-800-KITTY- R (1-80 -548-8937) 





19th Annua Fred Scott Fe ne rn 0 urn 

The 19th Annual Fred Scott Feline Symposium was 

held at the College of Veterinary Medicine on July 

27-29, 2007, with more than 100 veterinarians attend

ing from 24 states and three foreign countries. It was a 

jam-packed two-and-a-half days of continuing educa

tion on a variety of topics feline. 

This annual symposium is sponsored by the Cornell 

Feline Health Center and the Office of Continuing 

Education at the College of Veterinary Medicine. This 

year the symposium was dedicated to the late Dr. 

James R. Richards. A special tribute for Dr. Richards 

Feline Health Center Scholarship 
Established in 1999 by an anonymous donor, the Feline Health Center 
Scholarship was created to provide assistance to deserving veterinary 
students who have a clear and demonstrated financial need, who have 
been judged by the faculty to be in good standing academically, and 
who demonstrate an interest in feline medicine. Preference is given to 
fourth-year veterinary students. 

Ryane Englar, Class of 2008 

"If ever I lose sight of the path ahead, a gentle purr, perked ears, and four 
soft, furry paws draw me back every time. Cats make our lives whole. To 
befriend a dog is something special. But to have a cat befriend you is divine." 

Hometown: Reisterstown, Maryland 

Current companion animals: Nina and Bailey, two Tonkinese cats who light up 
our lives with endless conversation. They tell us what we are doing right-then, 
in typical cat fashion, tell us what we could be doing better. 

First interest in being a veterinarian: Englar recalls the awe that she felt as 
a six-year-old bringing her kitten, Tiger, to the veterinary clinic for the very first 
time. Ultimately it was Tiger and the fascination with watching her grow, along 
with the mentorship of David Mannes, DVM, Tiger's veterinarian, she says, that 
fueled her passion for veterinary medicine. 

Her interest in feline medicine: Englar has been employed since age 13 at a 
local veterinary clinic. There, she says, "I have seen new lives, second chances, 
and reunions between owners and animals we thought wouldn't make it through 
the night. The small-animal clinic is where I first found a place for veterinary med
icine in my heart, and in my feline patients I found my true love. I cannot imagine 
straying from either. The power of the human-companion animal bond draws me 
in every time." 

Favorite Cornell class or academic experience: Her work as an active mem
ber and co-president of Cornell University's Pet Loss Support Hotline, under the 
supervision of the late Dr. James Richards. Under his wing, she says, she learned 
that "there is no timeline for grief, that the human spirit is powerful, and the 
human heart giving." 

Career plans: Small-animal practice, with special interests in cardiology and 
internal medicine. 





was held on Saturday evening. Several individuals 

shared comments about what Dr. Richards meant 

to them personally and what he contributed to the 

American Association of Feline Practitioners. 

Guest lecturers and feline topics presented during this 

year's symposium included: 

• Dr. Stephen DiBartola, Ohio State University

kidney diseases 

• Dr. Ray Dillon, Auburn University
heartworm-associated respiratory disease (HARD) 

• Dr. Richard Malik, University of Sydney, Australia

respiratory diseases, liver diseases, uncommon infec

tious diseases, diagnosis and case management of 

unusual cases 

• Dr. Mark Rishniw, Cornell University
newer aspects of heart disease 

• Dr. Kenneth Simpson, Cornell University
inflammatory bowel disease 

Jessie D. and Denny W. Speidel Scholarship 
In Feline Medicine 

This scholarship, established by Patricia S. Cope '50 in honor 
of her parents, provides assistance to deserving, qualified 
veterinary students with demonstrated financial need. Prefer
ence is given to third- or fourth-year students in good academic 
standing who show an interest in feline medicine and plan to 
pursue a career in the field. A related fund established by 
Ms. Cope supports the scholarship recipients by reimbursing 
the costs of their textbooks and supplies. 

Samantha Collins, Class of 2009 

"After earning my master's in geology and working in environmental 
consulting for several years, my love of animals and need to have them 
be a full-time part of my life became all-encompassing, and I made 
the big jump back to veterinary medicine." 

Hometown: Buffalo, New York 

Current companion animals: Many! Jag, a 21-year-old, black domestic 
short-hair; her first cat, Galena, now 11; Button, a 4-year-old pastel tortoise
shell, one of Collins's first foster kittens; and Peggy, an 8-year-old tabby. 

Cornell veterinarian who influenced studies: Dr. Kathy Makolinski from 
the Erie County SPCA in Buffalo. "Her tireless, unrelenting effort to help the 
homeless, feral, and underprivileged cats of Western New York is inspiring," 
she says. "She took me under her wing when I first started my volunteer 
work at the SPCA and opened my eyes to the needs of our feline friends." 

Favorite Cornell class or academic experience: "Junior Surgery, where 
we get to do our first spay-for a shelter kitty," she explains. "Not only was 
it so exciting to get to perform surgery, but for the first time we had a direct, 
significant impact on the life of a kitty rather than just book learning and 
taking exams. We playa role in getting her off the streets, ending her years 
of unnecessary pregnancies, and helping to find her a loving home." 

Career plans: An internship and a residency in small-animal surgery, 
with special emphasis in feline surgery. And to contribute her skills at local 
shelters and humane organizations involved with providing health and 
sterilization services to underprivileged and feral kitties. 
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Client education brochures, which can be obtained 
from veterinarians, are developed by the Cornell 

Feline Health Center and the American Association of 
Feline Practitioners. Current titles include Choosing 

and Caring for Your New Cat, Feeding Your Cat, 
Feline Behavior Problems (House Soiling, Aggression, 
Destructive Behavior), Feline Vaccines: Benefits and 
Risks, The Special Needs of the Senior Cat, Vaccines 
and Sarcomas, Feline Infectious Peritonitis, Feline 
Immunodeficiency Virus, Feline Leukemia Virus, 

Feline Diabetes, Feline Lower Urinary Tract Disease, 
Gastrointestinal Parasites of Cats, Inflammatory Bowel 
Disease, Toxoplasmosis and Hyperthyroidism in Cats, 
and What Can I Catch from my Cat? To order bro
chures, practitioners should call (607) 253-3443. 

Jessie D. and Denny W. Speidel Scholarship in Feline Medicine 

Amelia Knieper, Class of 2009 

"Population control, especially of feral cats, has been a very important 
subject for me. My commitment was strengthened when I rescued my 
two cats as tiny feral kittens." 

Hometown: Houston, Texas 

Current companion animals: Figaro, a stylish grey domestic shorthair 
who loves tummy scratches and causing trouble, and Dot, a charm-
ing black domestic shorthair who loves wet food, chirping at birds, and 
cuddle time. 

First interest in being a veterinarian: "It's just always been my 
dream," she says. "Later in life, I was attracted to the scientific aspect, 
along with the prospect of nurturing the human-animal bond." 

Specific interest in feline medicine: When she was growing up, her 
family took care of various pets over the years, but she says that she 
always has felt a special connection with cats. 

Favorite Cornell class or academic experience: In the beginning of 
her first year, the feline club organized a trip to a feral cat clinic in a near
by town where Knieper neutered two kittens. "Not only was it exciting to 
have a positive effect in the community and neuter what I hope to be the 
first of thousands," she says, "but I also was able to see the education 
and skills that just a couple of months of veterinary school had given me." 

Career plans: After graduation she hopes to join an exclusively feline 
practice so that she can focus her attention on her favorite clients. She 
intends to support local low-cost spay-and-neuter clinics as well as feral 
cat trap/neuter/release programs. "Eventually, I hope to run my own cat
only clinic and become a certified feline speCialist," she says, "so that I 
can provide cats with the very best medical attention." 





Feline Health Topics for Veterinarians is a quar

terly publication provided to veterinarians who are 

members of the Feline Health Center. 

CatWatch, the Newsletter for Cat People,TM is 

available by subscription or free to members of the 

Feline Health Center. This monthly newsletter contains 

a wealth of useful information to help cat lovers keep 

their cats healthy and happy. 

The Cornell Book of Cats, now in its second edition, 

is heralded as "a virtual encyclopedia for cat owners," 

and "perhaps the best buy around for anyone living 

with a cat, and a definite must for inclusion in any cat 

library." The book, written in language understandable 

to cat owners, is the work of many authorities and is 

exhaustive in scope, covering feline medicine, surgery, 

nutrition, behavior, pediatrics, geriatrics, reproduction, 

and many other topics. 

Jessie D. and Denny W. Speidel Scholarship in Feline Medicine 

Gina Olmsted, Class of 2008 

"Even though they don't speak, animals say volumes, and they have 
an amazing ability to sense how we feel, to comfort us, and to love us. 
I feel a connection with animals and I feel I was meant to help them." 

Hometown: Commack, New York 

Current companion animals: Grace, a 13-year-old gray-and-white 
domestic short-hair; Teddy, an eight-year-old smokey-gray domestic long
hair; Cherub, an eight-year-old tortoise-shell cat; and Miracle, a four-year
old beagle/lab mix. 

First interest in being a veterinarian: Seventh-grade research paper 
on veterinary medicine. She realized then that the veterinary profession 
would give her the best of both worlds-helping people while helping ani
mals. "I also remember the day my family adopted our first cat, Angel, from 
an emergency clinic. (She had been hit by a car, resulting in severe injuries 
and a permanent jaw deformity.) Despite the pain she was affectionate and 
outgoing. Angel and I grew up together, and she lived a long, full life. The 
veterinary team that saved her life gave our family a special gift." 

Cornell veterinarian who influenced studies: Gary Koslow, for whom 
she worked at the Commack Animal Hospital on Long Island while she 
was in high school. "Dr. Koslow has been a lifelong mentor for me and a 
role model for the type of veterinarian I hope to become." 

Favorite Cornell class or academic experience: The veterinary 
oncology course offered in the third year of veterinary school, which 
introduced her to a field of veterinary medicine that she had little previous 
exposure to. "The course, as well as the unfortunate diagnosis of cancer 
in one of my own cats, instilled in me a newfound interest and excitement 
in the field of oncology." 

Career plans: To obtain a small-animal internship first, then to pursue 
private practice or a residency in oncology. 
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Video on the eb e 

To help people provide basic home care for their 
cats, the Feline Health Center-in collaboration with 
the college's Partners in Animal Health program-has 
developed a series of live-action videos that offer step

by-step instructions. The online videos are free and 
simple to use-they provide clear, easy-to-understand 

explanations and animated details for a variety of top
ics popular with cat owners. To order DVD versions of 
the videos, please call Pam Sackett at (607) 253-3443. 

The site currently includes videos about: 

• Caring for Your Diabetic Cat 

• Giving Your Cat a Pill or Capsule 

• Giving Your Cat Liquid Medications 

• Trimming Your Cat's Claws 

• Taking Your Cat's Temperature 

• Brushing Your Cat's Teeth 

www.felinevideos.ve.comell.edu 

• Bayshore Animal HospItal 
Medicine & Surgery, Inc. 

• Cat Clinic of Plymouth 1 

1,1, ,,' I , , '" • Chestnut Hill Cat Clinic 1'1 

Jessie D, and Denny W. Speidel Scholarship in Feline Medicine 

Amanda Perkins, Class of 2009 

"I'm interested in the dual nature of cats, While they are loving com
panions, they have, at heart, a resistant feral nature, I like the chal
lenge of demystifying and embracing this feral ness for the sake of 
compassionate medicine." 

Hometown: Columbia, Mississippi 

Current companion animals: Almost five years ago, she found a lit
ter of kittens underneath a flower shop, She adopted Biddy, a charming 
Siamese, and her brother, Triska, solid black and timid. 

First interest in being a veterinarian: Perkins says that she was 
the typical little girl who always knew that she should take care of the 
friends constantly at her feet. "Going deeper, though," she explains, "I 
was exposed to the harsher side of the human-animal relationship, grow
ing up in a society where the life of an animal often has little value. This 
eventually made me aware of the ethical and social complexities involved 
in veterinary medicine, and that, ultimately, is what drew me." 

Favorite Cornell class or academic experience: Professor Dwight 
Bowman taught her that parasitology is not only fascinating in its own 
right but is at the center of most controversies in the world. "I was 
enthralled by every lecture," she says. 

Career plans: To go straight into private practice in a feline-exclusive 
clinic back home. "It's a budding idea in the South, and I want to be part 
of its progress and help reclaim the value of the cat-or whatever crea
tures cross my path," she explains. 

• Cat Hospital of Portland IT'.!I i 

,. I, "1 I ';, I I',: • Clarkson Veterinary Hospital 
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In Tribute to Dr. James R. Rjc~ard~~ , Jr. (19~8~2007) ' , " 
·'fl .. ~: ~;,' "' ~ .., . ,: 1> :,..~ ·i; '. . ~ ~ "'. ':;.' ~ - ~ .. -.-..... . ~ 

In April 2007, James R, Richards, Jr. died from injuries sus
tained in a motorcycle accident. At the time of his death, 
Dr. Richards was the director of the Cornell Feline Health 
Center, a position he had held for 10 years. 

A past president of the American Association of Feline 
Practitioners, Dr. Richards lectured to cat owners' clubs 
around the country and was often consulted by the news 
media to translate the latest details of feline medicine for the 
cat-owning public. He especially was known for efforts to 
study vaccine-related sarcomas in cats and to educate veteri
narians and cat owners about their danger, causes, and pos
sible remedies. 

Dr. Richards was the editor-in-chief of CatWatch, a monthly 
newsletter published by the Cornell College of Veterinary 
Medicine, for which he wrote the column, "Ask Dr. Richards." 
He also was the author of the ASPCA Complete Guide to 

Cats (Chronicle Books, 1999); an editor of The Well-Behaved 
Cat: How to Change Your Cat's Bad Habits (Englander 
Communications, 2001); and the consulting editor for the 
second edition of The Cornell Book of Cats (Villard, 1997), 
among other publications. 

Born on July 19, 1948, in Richmond, Indiana, James Robert 
Richards grew up on a farm in Preble County, Ohio. He often 
said that cats were his first friends. He earned a bachelor's 
degree in mathematics from Berea College in 1970, followed 
by a veterinary degree from Ohio State University in 1979. 
After practicing in small-animal clinics in Ohio, Dr. Richards 
joined the faculty at Cornell's College of Veterinary Medicine 
in 1991. He became the director of the Feline Health Center 
in 1997. During his tenure, some of the center's projects 
included research into feline vaccine-related sarcomas, feline 
cardiac disease and coronary thrombosis, work on improving 
methods of diagno ing hyperthyroidism in cats, and efforts to 

conserve endangered members of the cat family around 
the world. 

Jim's passing has been a traumatic experience for all that 
knew him and witnessed his great dedication to the health 
and welfare of all his kitties. Even as we try to recover from 
our great loss, we know that we must move on. Dr. Richards 
would want the center to continue its work to improve the 
health and welfare of the kitties he so loved. 

In the past several months there have been numerous tributes 
to Dr. Richards. He was honored at the 19th Annual Feline 
Symposium at Cornell in July. The annual Cornell Feline 
Health Center award at the Cat Writers Association has 
been renamed to the Dr. Jim Richards/Cornell Feline Health 
Center Veterinary Issues Special Award. The American 
Association of Feline Practitioners (AAFP) pre ented a trib
ute to him in November at its annual meeting in Austin, 
Texas. Dr. Richards has been elected posthumously to diplo
mate status in the prestigious American College of Veterinary 
Internal Medicine-the first time that the ACVIM has 
elected a posthumous diplomat. His diploma was presented to 
his family at the AAFP meeting in Austin. 

Following the wishes of his family, a Dr. James R. Richards, 
Jr. Memorial Fund has been established at the Feline Health 
Center. Monies contributed to this fund will be used to con
tinue the memory of Dr. Richards and to advance the health 
and welfare of his "kitties." 

A dream of Dr. Richards was to obtain an endowment for the 
directorship of the Cornell Feline Health Center. It would be 
a fitting tribute, indeed, if we could obtain an endowment for 
the "James R. Richards Director of the Cornell Feline Health 
Center." 



Written tributes to 
Dr. Richards from 
his friends and 
colleagues around 
the world can be 
viewed on the Feline 
Health Center webSIte 
at www.vet.comell 
edu/fhc 

Video cilps of the 
tnbutes given to 
Dr Richards at his 
memorial service held 
on Apnl 28 In Ithaca, 
can be viewed at www. 
felinevideos.vet cornell. 
edu/JrrMemonal. 



Dr. James R. Richards, Jr. Memorial Fund (gifts received as of November 1, 2001) 
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Elizabeth's Wish List 
Our feline ambassador, Elizabeth, 
has worked with our staff to devel
op this list of ideas for those friends 
who would like to designate a spe
cific gift to support the work of the 
center. These suggestions represent 
some of our needs and wishes
we welcome all gifts, large or small, 
in the name of feline health. 

Establish an endowment: 
• Feline Health Center directorship: 

$2,000,000 
• Residency in feline medicine: 

$1,500,000 
• Feline Health Center webmaster: 

$1,000,000 

Direct a gift to help fund: 
• Feline Health Center Scholarship 

fund for vet students: any amount 
• Specialized clinical training of a 

feline medicine resident (cost is 
$75,000 per year): any amount 

• Salary for a Feline Health Center 
webmaster (cost is $50,000 per 
year): any amount 

• Grants for feline health stud-
ies (annual costs per study are 
$1,000 to $10,000, and more): 
any amount 

• An iSTAT chemistry analyzer for 
the hospital, a handheld device 
that qUickly gives vital patient 
information such as electrolyte 
and blood-gas levels: $6,000 

• A mobile PACS workstation for 
the hospital, to view and edit 
digital radiographs: $5.100 

• New software for Feline Health 
Center membership/donor 
services: $5,000 

• A blood-pressure monitor and 
pulse oximeter for the hospital's 
anesthesiology service: $2,800 

• An indirect opthalmology scope 
for eye exams of patients in the 
hospital: $1,843 

• A non-Invasive blood pressure 
monitor for use with hospital 
patients: $1,645 (we need 10) 

• New computer for the Feline 
Health Center administrative 
office: $1,500 (we can use two) 

• Feline Care Fund, for clinical 
treatment of indigent cats at the 
Cornell University Hospital for 
Animals: $500 (supports the 
treatment of one cat) 

For additional information 
about these wish-list items, 
please call Sheryl Thomas 
at 607-253-3001 or e-mail 
sat6@cornell.edu. 

Your support makes a difference. the needs of cats. You may be able Trusts. By establishing a trust, 
The majority of our work is funded to increase the impact of your gift donors either name the Feline Health 
through private contributions from through a matching gift from your Center as the trust beneficiary or 
friends of the Cornell Feline Health employer. Ask your employer for place assets in a trust fund that wi ll 
Center, alumni, and veterinarians. details on the company's matching- generate income for the center over 
Listed below are some of the ways gift policy. a specified term. 
you can become involved in the 

Stocks. Through your gift of 
center's activities. Planned Gifts 

Unlike cash gifts, planned gifts appreciated securities, stocks, or 
Memorial Program for Feline provide financial resources for the bonds to the Feline Health Center, 
Companions Feline Health Center's future while you may avoid some or all of the 
The loss of a beloved cat can be allowing you to enjoy immediate tax capital gains tax by deducting 
a truly devastating experience, benefits and/or income based on their full current market value as a 
sometimes causing emotions the investment type you choose. If charitable contribution. 
as intense as those felt over the you would like to discuss any of the 
loss of any other family member. options listed below, please contact 

Dr. Louis J. Cam uti Memorial 
Endowment Fund 

Expressions of compassion and Brad Carruth, Cornell Office of Louis J. Cam uti, a well-known 
understanding can be immensely Trusts, Estates, and Gift Planning at doctor in the New York metropolitan 
comforting to those who have (800) 377-2177. area, was the first veterinarian in 
experienced the loss. A memorial 
contribution in the cat's name shows Bequests. You can help ensure the United States to devote his 

your sensitivity in a way that will help better health for future generations entire practice to cats. For more 

cats live healthier lives. Veterinarians of cats by naming the center than 60 years, Dr. Cam uti made 

should call Don Personius at (607) as a beneficiary in your will. To house calls for his feline patients. 

253-3414: others should call Sheryl accomplish this, use these words: Following his death in 1981, friends 

Thomas at (607) 253-3001. "I give, devise, and bequeath sought to honor his memory through 

[description of property] to the creation of the Dr. Louis J. 

Membership Cornell University, an educational Cam uti Memorial Endowment Fund. 

The Feline Health Center offers corporation situated in Ithaca, New Together with a small consultation 

membership plans for both York, for the exclusive benefit of fee, this fund helps defray the 

veterinarians and cat owners. the Cornell Feline Health Center Cornell Feline Health Center's costs 

Your membership dollars enable within the New York State College of of approximately $100,000 a year 

us to support feline health studies Veterinary Medicine." to operate the Cam uti Memorial 

consistent with our mission and Feline Consultation and Diagnostic 

publish and disseminate current 
Life Income Agreements. This Service 1-800-KITTY-DR (1-800-

information about feline health 
option allows you to make the 548-8937). Cat lovers, breeders, 

care. To subscribe or set up a gift 
Feline Health Center the remainder and veterinarians worldwide use 

membership, call Kathy Mospan at 
beneficiary of a trust you create this service to obtain information 

(607) 253-3093. 
during your lifetime while retaining on feline ailments and treatment 
income for yourself and/or a options. Contributions to help 

Cash Gifts second beneficiary. You receive an maintain this fund are welcome. 
Cash contributions provide immediate tax deduction when you 

necessary financial resources to help create your trust. 

the Feline Health Center respond to 

The Cornell Feline Health Center is a 501 (c)(3) charitable organization. 
Gifts made to the center are tax-deductible to the full extent of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code. 

Thank you to Ariel. our cover model. 
Cornell University is an equal opportunity, affirmative action educator and employer. 

Produced by the Office of Publications and Marketing at Cornell University 

Design: Barbara Drogo 

Copyediting: Jeri Wall 
Photography: Alexis Wenski-Roberts of the Cornell Image Lab 
Pnnted on recyclable paper. 12)7 lM CtI 080149 



Cornell University 
Feline Health Center 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
Box 13 
Ithaca, NY 14853-6401 


