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Susan G. Komen had a sister to help her.

So do you.

In 18,000 U.S. communities, more than 100,000 Komen Foundation volunteers tend

to their sisters, just as our founder tended to hers. Their efforts help fund breast

cancer education, screening and treatment programs for those who need it most. That’s in

addition to the promising research we fund around the world. Yet, because one woman is

diagnosed with breast cancer every three minutes in the U.S., help cannot come soon enough.

Make every second count. Get involved. Visit komen.org/ivy or

call us at 1.800 I’M AWARE®.

©2006, Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation
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Letter From Ithaca

From Vietnam to Darfur
REUNION SPURS REFLECTION ON CONFLICTS PAST AND PRESENT

Weekend every year. In my official capacity, I help to staff
the magazine’s booth at the All-Alumni Affair in Barton
Hall and report on key events such as the president’s State of the
University address. But once every five years, I also attend as a
returning member of my class. This was one of those years.
Like my classmates—170 of whom came to campus this summer—I enjoyed the social aspects of our 35th Reunion, including a couple of convivial dinners and a soggy Saturday lunch,
where President David Skorton and his wife, Robin Davisson,
joined us in taking refuge from the rain under a tent on the Ag
Quad. We also had a great presentation by astronomy professor
Jim Bell. Five years ago, he had told us about the upcoming Mars
rover project and what scientists hoped to accomplish with these
marvelous devices. Since then, of course, the rovers have proven
to be one of the great success stories of space exploration—so Bell
returned to show us spectacular shots of the Red Planet’s surface,
some of which had been taken only hours before.
There were some thought-provoking moments, too, including a panel discussion on student activism moderated by our
classmate Donald Downs, a political science professor at the University of Wisconsin and the author of Cornell ’69. The panel
included the Rev. Daniel Berrigan, a member of Cornell United
Religious Work in the late Sixties and a famous anti-war activist,
and three professors: Richard Polenberg, Paul Sawyer, and Fredrik
Logevall. The discussion evoked memories of the difficult days
we had spent on campus, with semesters disrupted by the Straight
takeover and demonstrations against the Vietnam War. Some
classmates had expressed reservations about this event, fearing
that it might re-open old wounds. But in the end, I think, those
of us who attended were glad to have an opportunity to reflect on
this aspect of our undergraduate days and the way it had affected
our lives.
The most thought-provoking—and unsettling—event of the
weekend, though, was the Olin Lecture. It featured Sheryl
WuDunn ’81—a Cornell trustee and former member of the CAM
committee—and her husband, Nicholas Kristof (a Harvard grad,
of all things). WuDunn and Kristof are journalists at the New York
Times, and they won the Pulitzer Prize in 1990 for their coverage
of the Tiananmen Square massacre in China. This year, their joint
address focused on the situation in the Darfur region of Sudan,
in northeastern Africa. After WuDunn provided a global context
for the internecine warfare in Darfur, Kristof gave a chilling
account of the genocide he has personally witnessed there, a subject he has written about repeatedly in his Times columns. He esti4
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mated that more than a half-million people, many of them
women and children, have been killed in Darfur, with little
response from the world community. The U.S. government, he
noted, has provided humanitarian aid, but “has not been as good
at standing up to the Sudanese government to get them to stop.”
World events, especially the violence raging in the Middle
East, have since pushed the Darfur conflict even farther into the
background. We see few headlines these days about the situation
there—but it has not improved. In fact, it seems to be getting
worse. Kristof—who was awarded the 2006 Pulitzer Prize for his
commentary about Darfur—wrote in his July 6 column that “violence is rippling from Sudan ever wider into both Chad and the
Central African Republic.” He quoted Jan Egeland, the United
Nations undersecretary monitoring the situation, as saying, “I
think we’re headed into total chaos.”
For those of us who believed in the importance of protesting
war and injustice when we were students, it was a powerful
reminder of our youthful passion. Our views may (or may not)
have changed since then, but there is no “red” or “blue” position
on what is happening in Darfur. It’s simply wrong—and, as
Nicholas Kristof told us, “we are obliged to assert our humanity.”
— Jim Roberts ’71

004-005CAMSO06lfi

8/16/06

12:27 PM

Page 5

What can we do about
SO MANY PEOPLE slipping
through the cracks of the
HEALTH INSURANCE system?

“SOMETIMES just when people need their medicines most, they can’t pay for them.To people who are eligible, we give GSK medicines
for practically free. Or we help them find a drug savings program they may qualify for. At GSK, we think it isn’t enough to make
medicines if people can’t afford to take them. That’s why I’m here.” To find out more call 1-866-475-3678 or visit gskforyou.com

Fi nd i n g a w ay fo rwa r d .
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Correspondence

Rebuttal
ALUMNUS ANSWERS CRITICS OF MINORITY PROGRAMS

SOME OF THE CRITICISM OF COR-

nell’s administrative actions concerning
minorities [as expressed in Correspondence, July/August 2006] can be refuted by
my observations. These observations were
made during my undergraduate years
(1939–41) and graduate study (1969–71),
and when I held positions as assistant
dean and visiting fellow/courtesy lecturer
(1971–2001).
Refutation is not offered in the sense
of right and wrong. Walter Grimes ’36 is
not wrong in condemning racial prejudice; Joseph Deignan ’61, MD ’63, is right
on target in lauding Thomas Sowell and
Shelby Steele for their wisdom; and Juan
Morales ’78 has the evidence to castigate
admissions policies that seem to discriminate against minority students. I refute
the charges of these good-hearted alumni
on the basis of incomplete and simplistic
interpretations of available facts.
Grimes states that Cornell has “failed
miserably” in achieving the goal of nondiscrimination—but my experiences offer
a different picture. In the Sixties, COSEP
was founded expressly to recruit more
promising minority students and then to
assist them in coping with the rigors of
university standards. An assistant dean of
Arts and Sciences was appointed to aid
these students. It may be argued that these
efforts were failures, but this contention is
easily disproved by comparing the number of minority students on campus now

with the number in 1939. Cornell has
tried mightily to overcome the systemic
and cultural results of bias in the general population; it has succeeded so far,
but only partly. This cannot accurately
be dubbed miserable failure.
Ujamaa was built in response to the
demands of minority students.
Grimes’s desire for “housing without
regard to race or religion” was not
acceptable. In my discussions with Ujamaa residents, I found absolutely no
evidence that they considered it to be
an enforced ghetto. On the contrary,
they reported feeling the comfort and
support of students with similar backgrounds and ambitions.
Deignan says that the “Cornell
administration, faculty, and alumni
need to . . . stop demeaning people of
color.” I can say unequivocally that I
never found one person in the administration or faculty with this attitude.
Among students, I did see prejudice, but I
also witnessed the acceptance of a black
student by the Cornell Savoyards. More
than mere acceptance, he was a valued
friend to its members, both student and
faculty. Color simply did not matter.
The letter from David Burak ’67, MFA
’80, might have been the most telling of
all. In the Sixties, David was a firebrand
activist—but his letter demonstrates how
time has brought practical wisdom to the
youngster who once believed that violent

Note to Our Readers
This is your magazine—so please let us know what you think. Cornell Alumni Magazine is owned
and published by the Cornell Alumni Federation and is editorially independent of Cornell University. It is a self-supporting nonprofit publication, funded principally by class dues and advertising.
Our decisions about editorial content are greatly influenced by your input, so it’s important that
we hear from you. We want to know what you like, what you don’t like, and what we can do better. Please write!
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action could eradicate injustice. He now
suggests “an intensification of efforts to
provide more integrative programs.” In
other words, the simplistic knock-’emdown approach of idealistic youth has
given way to the realization that progress
in the eradication of racial and religious
bias is a slow and tedious process, subject
to some failure and some success, but that
the efforts must continue in spite of failures and the complications of the human
condition.
It seems to me that Cornell is right on
track, and that its critics need more

Speak up! We encourage letters

from readers and try to publish as many as we can.They
must be signed and may be
edited for length, clarity, and
civility.
Send to: Jim Roberts, Editor
Cornell Alumni Magazine
401 E. State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850
fax: (607) 272-8532
e-mail: jhr22@cornell.edu

006-009CAMSO06corr

8/16/06

1:46 PM

Page 7

alumni magazine

A

ALUM

N

TI O N

C

N
O R ELL

I F
R
EDE

Cornell Alumni Magazine is owned and
published by the Cornell Alumni Federation under the direction of its Cornell
Alumni Magazine Committee. It is editorially independent of Cornell University.

CORNELL ALUMNI MAGAZINE COMMITTEE: Kevin
McEnery ’70, MBA ’71, Chairman; Carol Aslanian ’63, ViceChairman; Betty Eng ’92; Linda Fears ’85; Linda Gadsby ’88;
William Howard ’74; Richard Lipsey ’89; Cristina Shaul ’91;
Sondra WuDunn ’87. For the Alumni Federation: Rolf Frantz ‘66,
ME ‘67, President; Mary Berens ’74, Secretary/Treasurer. For the
Association of Class Officers: Kevin McManus ’90, President.
Alternates: Micki Kuhs ’61 (CAF); Robert Rosenberg ‘88 (CACO).

EDITOR & PUBLISHER

Jim Roberts ’71

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

David Dudley

ASSISTANT EDITORS

Chris Furst, ’84–88 Grad
Susan Kelley
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT

Tanis Furst

For every occasion you
have...Remember...

Life’s a
Gift

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

Beth Saulnier
Sharon Tregaskis ’95
ART DIRECTOR

Stefanie Green
PRODUCTION ASSOCIATE

Lisa Frank

CLASS NOTES EDITOR & BUSINESS MANAGER

Adele Durham Robinette
ACCOUNTING MANAGER

Barbara Bennett

ADVERTISING SALES

Alanna Downey

CIRCULATION COORDINATOR

Sandra Busby

EDITORIAL INTERN

Sam Warren ’07

EDITORIAL AND BUSINESS OFFICES
401 East State Street, Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850
(607) 272-8530; FAX (607) 272-8532
website: http://cornellalumnimagazine.com
IVY LEAGUE MAGAZINE NETWORK
For information about national advertising in this publication and other Ivy League alumni publications,
please contact:

Wedding Couple & Rabbi
Wine Bottle Holder
Welded Steel Sculptures, HK Metal

ADVERTISING & PRODUCTION OFFICE
7 Ware Street, Cambridge, MA 02138
(617) 496-7207

BRIDE AND GROOM SET, $130.00
RABBI, $90.00

DIRECTOR OF SALES DEVELOPMENT
Lawrence J. Brittan
(631) 754-4264
NEW YORK
Tom Schreckinger
(212) 327-4645
Beth Bernstein
(908) 654-5050
Mary Anne MacLean
(631) 367-1988
NEW ENGLAND &
MID-ATLANTIC
Robert Fitta
(617) 496-6631
TRAVEL
Fieldstone Associates
Robert Rosenbaum
(914) 686-0442

DETROIT
Heth & Associates
Donald Heth
(248) 720-2456
CHICAGO
Robert Purdy & Associates
Robert Purdy
(312) 726-7800

An inspiring offering of American Handmade
Pottery, Art Glass, Jewelry, Woodwork, Fiber,
Kaleidoscopes and more. . .

SOUTHWEST
Daniel Kellner
(972) 529-9687
WEST COAST
Bill Harper
(310) 297-4999
WEST COAST TRAVEL
Frieda Holleran
(925) 943-7878

Issued bimonthly. Single copy price: $6. Yearly subscriptions $30, United
States and possessions; $45, international. Printed by The Lane Press, South
Burlington, VT. Copyright © 2006, Cornell Alumni Magazine. Rights for republication of all matter are reserved. Printed in U.S.A. Send address changes
to Cornell Alumni Magazine, c/o Public Affairs Records, 130 East Seneca St., Suite
400, Ithaca, NY 14850-4353.

Celebrating Our 34th Year (1972-2006) • An Ithaca Tradition
158 Ithaca Commons 607-277-2846
e mail: manager@americancraftsbyrobbiedein.com
SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2006

7

006-009CAMSO06corr

8/16/06

1:46 PM

Page 8

CORRESPONDENCE

historical information, provided in far
greater detail than letters or news articles
can convey.
Bernard Goodman ’41
Ithaca, New York

Kudos
I HAVE JUST COMPLETED READING

© ARMONDO DELLASANTA

A haven of hospitality in the heart of
Manhattan, The Club offers fine overnight accommodations, gracious dining, and attentive service at surprisingly reasonable rates. Whether you
are visiting for a day or a weekend,
hosting business associates or members of your family, arranging a business lunch or pre-theatre dinner,
working too late to commute, planning a reception or a video conference, or just trying to unwind, you
will enjoy The Cornell Club-New
York’s comfort and convenience.

6 East 44th Street
New York, New York 10017
FOR MEMBERSHIP
INFORMATION

Please contact Jessi Petrosino ’04
at 212.692.1380
or j.petrosino@cornellclubnyc.com
or visit www.cornellclubnyc.com
When contacting The Club,
please mention “CAM” to receive a
special gift with your membership.

the May/June 2006 issue and found it to
be one of the most interesting ever. Every
article was timely, to the point, and worth
the time to read—nay, even more than
worth the time. I’ve enjoyed the magazine
for well nigh sixty-three years and hope to
continue enjoying it for as long as I am on
this earth. Keep up the great work!
Larry Lowenstein ’43
New York, New York

Author’s Request
I AM RESEARCHING A WORLD WAR II

story that will be published by Smithsonian Books. I am trying to gather as much
information as I can about Greil Gerstley
’41, who went down with his destroyer in
the South Pacific in December 1944. I
would appreciate hearing from any Cornellians who knew him. Please call me at
(707) 695-5605 or write to bhend333@
aol.com/P.O. Box 1365, Menlo Park, CA
94026.
Bruce Henderson
Menlo Park, California

Visit us on the
World Wide Web
for subscription
and
advertising
information,
or to stay in touch.
cornellalumnimagazine.com
(800) 724-8458
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EXPERIENCE ADDS.
VISION MULTIPLIES.

You can tell a leader by the way he follows. His instincts. And while businessmen succeed, visionaries triumph.
So, for those of you out there who can instantly discern a good opportunity from a great one, this is your time
– to accomplish an InterContinental hotel. With more than 140 global destinations across 6 continents and 65
countries, InterContinental is the world’s largest premium hotel brand. We’re also the fastest growing, with
a host of new world-class hotels, resorts and InterContinental residences underway. Come share the vision.
Experience InterContinental success. And never look back.

Do you live an InterContinental life?

Call +1 770 604 2166 or visit
www.intercontinental.com/develop
©InterContinental Hotels Group. All Rights Reserved. Most hotels independently owned and/or operated.
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From the Hill

Quick Start
PRESIDENT SKORTON HITS THE GROUND RUNNING
WHILE MANY DENIZENS OF THE HILL

were on vacation this summer, President
David Skorton moved into his Day Hall
office—and got right to work. In fact, he
was on the job even before his official
start date of July 1, coming to campus in
late spring for meetings with faculty, students, and staff. He also attended Reunion
Weekend, where he and his wife, Robin
10
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Davisson, seemed to be everywhere: greeting alumni at receptions and meals, waving to the crowd at the State of the University address, and joining the singing on
Cornelliana Night. He describes the weekend as “eye opening,” saying, “I had a lot
of interaction with alumni at the University of Iowa, and they’re terrific there, but
I’d never seen or heard anything like a

Cornell Reunion Weekend. That was a
great introduction to the passion of the
alumni. It was fabulous.”
One of Skorton’s first projects was a
renovation of his personal office, which—
thanks to design concepts from Architecture, Art, and Planning dean Mohsen
Mostafavi—is being converted into a
“showcase for creativity” that will feature
rotating exhibits of faculty, student, and
staff art. While the paint was still drying,
Skorton hosted a series of meetings with
faculty and staff, but he hit the road, too,
heading off campus for town-gown get-
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FROM THE HILL

togethers with leaders in the political
and educational spheres. He also traveled to Washington on one of the
hottest days of the summer to meet
with both of New York’s U.S. senators
and other government officials. The
few remaining moments on his schedule were filled out with calls and confabs with members of the Board of
Trustees and the Board of Overseers at
Weill Cornell Medical College, as well
as discussions with all of the University’s living former presidents. “I’ve
been meeting with people who have a
stake in our present and future,” Skorton says, “and all of those were very
positive, very helpful meetings—every
one of them.”
Looking ahead, he’s eager to see the
students return—and plans to address
them directly in a monthly column for
the Daily Sun. He has also agreed to
write a regular presidential column for
this magazine. In the fall, Skorton will
have more meetings with faculty and
staff, participate in planning sessions for
the upcoming capital campaign, and, of
course, celebrate his inauguration on
September 7. So far, he says, his time as
Cornell’s twelfth president has been
“great—even better than I anticipated.”

Rawlings Honored
RESEARCH PROGRAM
RENAMED
ON MAY 26, THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

approved a resolution that gave a new
name to the Cornell Presidential
Research Scholars (CPRS) program.
Henceforth, it will be known as the
Hunter R. Rawlings III Cornell Presidential Research Scholars program.
Rawlings, who served as Cornell’s president from 1995 to 2003 and as interim
president for the 2005–06 academic
year, has been a strong supporter of the
CPRS since it was founded in 1996.
The program provides financial support for about fifty undergraduate
scholars each year. “I’m very proud of
the resolution,” said board chairman
Peter Meinig ’61. “Hunter has been a
driving force behind the University’s
effort to provide research opportunities
for undergraduate students.”

Plan Ahead
CU LAUNCHES INFORMATIONAL SITE
CORNELL’S COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN (CMP), SCHEDULED FOR COMPLE-

tion in Fall 2007, will guide the long-term development of the campus, addressing land
use, building construction, transportation, and related issues over the next twenty-five
years. In July, the University launched a website—www.masterplan.cornell.edu—to
provide information and updates about the planning process. The site includes a profile of Urban Strategies Inc., the consultants hired to develop the CMP, as well as
answers to frequently asked questions and an e-mail form for submitting queries to
Mina Amundsen, the university planner.
One of the key positions in the master-planning team was filled in July, when the
University announced the appointment of Kyu-Jung Whang as vice president for facilities services, effective September 5. Whang, a registered architect and professional
planner, comes to Cornell from Rutgers University, where he served as vice president
for university facilities and capital planning. Whang will report to Stephen Golding,
executive vice president for finance and administration.

Trustee, Publisher, Philanthropist
PHILIP MERRILL, 72
ON JUNE 10, ANNAPOLIS-BASED PUBLISHER AND

former Cornell trustee Philip Merrill ’55 disappeared
from his forty-one-foot yacht while sailing alone on
the Chesapeake Bay. After a nine-day search, his body
was recovered. The next day, his family released a
statement revealing that Merrill, who had undergone
heart-bypass surgery last year and had been suffering
from symptoms of depression, took his own life.
Merrill’s death came as a particular shock in MidAtlantic political and media circles, where the outspoken publisher was well known both for his powerful—sometimes abrasive—personality and his
WASHINGTON POST
equally passionate personal and philanthropic commitments. In addition to Washingtonian magazine, Merrill published the Annapolis
Capital and several other regional newspapers, and counted Vice President Dick
Cheney and former Secretary of State Colin Powell among his friends. “He never did
anything casually and was vice president of nothing,” Maryland senator Barbara Mikulski recalled in the August issue of Washingtonian.
A former diplomat whose public service career began as an intelligence analyst in
the State Department of the Kennedy Administration in 1961, Merrill was also a member of the Defense Policy Board from 1983 to 1990 and assistant secretary general of
NATO from 1990 to 1992. His recent philanthropic efforts included a $10 million gift
to the University of Maryland, College Park, to establish the Philip Merrill College of
Journalism and $4 million to the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International
Studies. He also gave $7.5 million to the Chesapeake Bay Foundation. At Cornell, Merrill funded the Merrill Presidential Scholars Program, was a University Council lifetime member, and had been named a presidential councillor by the Board of Trustees
in 2003. Merrill was an avid sailor, and his most recent gift to the University created
the Merrill Family Sailing Center on Cayuga Lake.
Merrill’s career in journalism began at Cornell, where he served as managing editor of the Daily Sun. “He was a hard but fair taskmaster,” Gordon White ’55 wrote in
an online memorial sponsored by the Capital. “I remember his marking up issues of
the Sun with his red crayon until there was nowhere else to write.” Merrill is survived
by his wife, Eleanor, and three children: Douglas ’89, MBA ’91, Catherine ’91, and
Nancy ’96.
SEPTEMBER / OCTO BER 2006
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FROM THE HILL

Money Man
CU NAMES INVESTMENT CHIEF
JAMES WALSH HAS BEEN APPOINTED CORNELL’S CHIEF INVESTMENT OFFICER,

replacing Donald Fehrs ’77, who announced his resignation in January. Fehrs remained
in his position until April, and University Treasurer Pat Johnson served as interim CIO
through the summer. Walsh comes to Cornell from Hermes Pensions Management in
London, where he was executive director of strategy and alternatives for the largest pension fund in the U.K. He holds a master’s degree in economics from Birkbeck College,
University of London.

We’re #6
TEACHING HOSPITAL IS ONE OF NATION’S BEST
NEWYORK-PRESBYTERIAN HOSPITAL, THE TEACHING HOSPITAL OF WEILL CORNELL

Medical College, placed sixth on the honor roll of US News & World Report’s 2006
“America’s Best Hospitals” survey. Only fourteen of the 5,189 hospitals surveyed qualified for the honor roll, demonstrating broad expertise by ranking at or near the top in
at least six specialties. NewYork-Presbyterian, which ranked first among New York City
hospitals, had eleven top-ranked specialties, led by psychiatry, gynecology, and neurology/neurosurgery.

GRAND MARGARITA
1 part GRAND MARNIER®
2 parts premium tequila
Freshly squeezed lime juice
Sugar to taste

Give My Regards To . . .
These Cornellians in the News
Valerie Reyna, professor of human development, appointed to the National Mathematics Advi-

sory Panel to advise the president and secretary of education on implementing policy on research.
Edward Buckler, adjunct associate professor in the Department of Plant Breeding and Genetics,
winner of the U.S. government’s Arthur Fleming Award for developing new tools and techniques
for dissecting complex genetic traits.
Qi Wang, associate professor of human development, recipient of the 2006 Young Scientist Award
from the International Society for the Study of Behavioral Development for her research on how
cultural definition of “self” affects individual and collective memories of events.
A. Colin McClung, PhD ’50, one of three recipients of the 2006 World Food Prize for helping to

transform a large area in Brazil into fertile cropland.
Lynette Chappell-Williams, director of the Office of Workforce Diversity, Equity, and Life Quality,
named a 2006 Rising Star by Human Resource Executive magazine for her commitment to equal
opportunity, disability accommodation, and affirmative action.

GRAND COSMO
1

/2 part GRAND MARNIER®

11/2 parts Belvedere® vodka
Splash of cranberry juice

PhD candidate Filip Radlinski, recipient of a two-year Microsoft Research Fellowship for his work
on making search engines rank websites based on user information.
A team of students, winners of the national Games 4 Girls competition for their interactive computer game for girls called Green, Eggs, and Pan (available for free at http://g4g.sallyhuang.com).
Team members are: Lisa Marie Allen ’07, Brenda Chen ’07, Pamela Chuang ’06, Dora Helen Fraeman ’07, and Sally Huang ’06.

The Lab of O’s Team Sapsucker, winners of the 2006 World Series of Birding Urner-Stone Cup
for identifying 229 bird species throughout New Jersey in a twenty-four-hour period.
12
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‘Remember the Trees’
REDBUD WOODS, THE PLAQUE
ONE YEAR AFTER THE END OF THE PROLONGED CONTROVERSY OVER THE BUILD-

ing of a West Campus parking lot, the name “Redbud Woods” will live on—via a memorial plaque. In July, the City of Ithaca Board of Public Works voted to allow a group of
community members, including faculty and students, to erect the plaque on city-owned
land near the site of the former woods. Cornell constructed a parking lot on the parcel
of land last summer despite determined opposition.
The July 5 vote followed a mini-controversy of its own, in this case wrangling
between plaque proponents and Cornell administrators over the wording. The final version will read:
The land before you was once home to the extended family of Robert H. Treman, creator of parks and protector of green spaces throughout Tompkins County. The woodland that
grew up here was inhabited for decades by diverse fauna and more than fifty plant species,
including numerous redbud trees. Redbud Woods was razed on July 20, 2005 by the Cornell
administration to build a parking lot.
This plaque has been erected by Ithaca community members in memory of this cherished woodland.
Remember the trees . . . Remember all who tried to save them.

Tragic Summer
TWO GRAD STUDENTS DIE IN GORGE
ON AUGUST 15, THE BODY OF ARAVIND LAKSHMANAN WAS RECOVERED FROM FALL

Creek Gorge. Lakshmanan was a graduate student in applied physics. Ithaca firefighters
had to rappel down the north side of the gorge, just above Ithaca Falls, to reach his body.
At press time, no cause of death had been announced. Lakshmanan was the second graduate student to perish in Fall Creek Gorge over the summer. Ten days earlier, Navin
Parthasarathy of Goleta, California, drowned while swimming in the gorge directly below
the Suspension Bridge. Parthasarathy, a student at the University of California, Santa
Barbara, was visiting Cornell to attend a seminar. Because of heavy rain, water flow in
the gorge was more than twice the normal rate for that time of the year, according to
Dave Burbank, assistant chief of the Ithaca Fire Department.

R&D
More information on campus research is available
at www.news.cornell.edu.

Common asthma inhalers may cause 80 percent of asthma-related deaths, says Edwin
Salpeter, professor emeritus of physical sciences. Users of popular inhalers—including
Serevent, Advair, and Foradil—that contain salmeterol or formoterol are three times as likely
to die from bronchial inflammation than those
using a placebo. The study appeared in Annals
of Internal Medicine.
14
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Cohabitation is unlikely to lead to marriage,
especially for poor and minority women. Daniel
Lichter, professor of policy analysis and management, found that 50 percent of all cohabiting couples separate within a year and 90
percent split within five years. The study was
published in Demography.
Body mass index skews obesity rates, according to John Cawley and Richard Burkhauser,
professors of policy analysis and management,
because it does not differentiate between fat
and fat-free mass. Body-fat percentages are
more accurate and indicate a correlation
between obesity and employment disability
and that white men have a much higher risk of
obesity than African American men. The study
was released by the National Bureau of Economic Research.
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Sports

The Players Club
A VETERAN AND A ROOKIE FACE LIFE IN THE NFL

d

URING DEFENSIVE TACKLE

Seth Payne’s first few days in a
National Football League training
camp nine years ago, when he
found himself butting helmets with men
who were bigger, stronger, and faster than
any he had seen before, the same thought
kept nagging at him: I don’t belong here.
Given the statistics, it was a logical
conclusion. It’s tough to reach the NFL,
and even tougher to stay there. The average career is less than four years. Of the
240 athletes selected in the 1997 NFL
Draft (Payne ’97 was number 114, taken
by the Jacksonville Jaguars in the fourth
round, nine spots ahead of classmate
Chad Levitt), only sixty played at all last
season.
Meanwhile, 2006 marks Payne’s tenyear anniversary in the league. Heading
into the season, he had played in 116
games, ninety-five as a starter, which
means Payne has beaten the odds, particularly since he made the jump to the Big
Show from the Big Red. Of the thirty-two
Cornellians who have spent time on an
NFL roster, only tackle Frank Wydo ’50
fashioned a longer career than Payne’s. In
fact, in the history of the NFL, only fourteen Ivy Leaguers have played in more
games than the six-foot-four 315-pounder
who now wears number ninety-one for
the Houston Texans (Payne spent his first
five seasons with Jacksonville). As former
Penn (and, briefly, New York Giants) lineman Jeff Hatch told an ESPN reporter a
couple of years ago, “This is the only job
in America where having an Ivy League
degree can actually hurt you.”
“I think I worried about it when I was
younger and hadn’t proven myself,” Payne
says. “Before anybody knows what you
can do on the field, they’re looking for
reasons to count you out.”
Which is exactly what offensive lineman Kevin Boothe ’05 will have to over-

BILL BAPTIST

Veteran: Defensive tackle Seth Payne ’97 has played pro football for ten years.
come. One of the Ivy League’s most highly
touted NFL prospects in recent years,
Boothe was picked by the Oakland Raiders
in the sixth round last April, becoming one
of only three Big Red players (Payne, Levitt,
and Derrick Harmon ’84) to be chosen in

the NFL draft in the past three decades.
When Boothe arrived in Ithaca weighing an unwieldy 370 pounds as a freshman, the prospect of him joining that elite
list seemed unlikely. But as he lost weight,
he gained explosiveness and stamina. Soon
SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2006
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Boothe was being praised not only for his
size (six-foot-five, 315 pounds) but also
his toughness and versatility. He was a
first-team All-Ivy selection at three positions—right guard in 2003, right tackle in
2004, and left tackle in 2005, his fifth year
of eligibility after an ankle injury caused
him to miss his freshman season. The
NFL took notice, with most observers
projecting him as a guard in the league.
“With the right coaching,” Boothe contends, “I think I could play tackle as well.”
That self-assurance should serve him
well, but the road from college star to NFL
rookie is a hard and humbling one. After
graduating from the School of Hotel
Administration in December, Boothe
returned to his native Florida to train
intensively. In January, he was one of two
Ivy Leaguers who competed in the nationally televised East-West Shrine Game. A
month later, he was the only Ivy standout
invited to the NFL Combine in Indianapolis, where he spent eighteen-hour
days being auditioned, probed, and examined. “You’re paraded around like cattle,”
says Boothe. “They’re poking at you,
pulling at you, and the physicals take a
whole day. But I enjoyed the experience.”
As draft day approached, scouting
services and pre-draft pundits reduced
Boothe to a series of snippets: “good
quickness off the snap”; “plays through
pain”; “can anchor the ball versus the bull
rush.” ESPN’s NFL Draft Guide described
him as a “super sleeper,” and the network’s
chief draft analyst, Mel Kiper, pegged him
as a possible second- or third-round pick.
But Boothe remained well aware that predraft misinformation is a staple of the
NFL. “Nobody has a clue where they’ll go,”
he says.
Indeed, unpredictability is the most
predictable thing about life in professional
football. Boothe need only ask Payne, who
has had his share of memorable moments
on the field—good and bad. Houston fans
will likely never forget the franchise’s
inaugural game in September 2002, when
Payne wrapped up Cowboys quarterback
Quincy Carter in the end zone for a
fourth-quarter safety, clinching an upset
victory. Later that season, in December, he
racked up a career-high fourteen tackles
against Pittsburgh. Then again, against
Jacksonville last year, a Houston fumble
16
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recovery was nullified when
Payne was called for defensive
holding. One week later, in a
loss to Indianapolis, he was
called offside on a fourth-andone play, leading to a Colts
touchdown.
“It’s like anything in life.
You have to find the right balance,” says Payne. “It’s a violent
game, and it requires a certain
level of emotion to play it well.
But at the same time you have
to play sixteen games plus the
playoffs. And if you get too
down on yourself or too high
on yourself, it’ll destroy you.”
Remaining even-keeled is a
challenge in a league where
every player is just an injury
away from looking for another
TIM MCKINNEY ’81
line of work. Payne started far
Rookie: All-Ivy offensive lineman Kevin Boothe ’05
down Jacksonville’s depth chart
was drafted by the Oakland Raiders this year.
as a rookie, only to be catapulted into the starting lineup
when three veterans were sidelined with
often overlooked players. The effort also
injuries. Following that season, he marearned him a four-year, $16 million deal.
veled at the toll football inflicts on the
“It’s nice feeling like you earned it, that
body. “You look at a guy who’s been playyou did something to prove you’re worth
ing in the league for ten years,” he said
that money,” says Payne, who lives in
then, “and you sort of regard him the
Houston with his wife, Brandi, and their
same way you’d look at a fifty-year-old
one-year-old daughter. “Your rookie conman in real life.” (Nearly ten years later:
tract, you don’t really earn. It’s more of a
“That sounds about right,” Payne laughs.)
gamble on the organization’s part. It’s a
In what other profession, for instance,
futures bet.”
does a thirty-one-year-old man need both
It was late in the draft when the Raiders
hands to count his surgeries? “I’ve had
finally took that bet on Boothe, who was
ten,” he says. “Wait, is it ten? Let’s see, one
picked 176th overall. He watched the drafttoe, two shoulders . . . ” He has undergone
day coverage on ESPN at his parents’ house
five procedures on his left knee alone after
in Plantation, Florida. The dominant emotearing his ACL in 2003. The following
tion? “Relief,” he says. “I’m going to a tradiyear, he had surgery to repair two torn
tion-rich team and a team that values its
tendons in his left hamstring. To add
offensive linemen because their coach [forinsult, the injury occurred during the final
mer lineman Art Shell] is one of us. I look
game of the 2004 season, just before he
forward to showing that I belong.”
was eligible to enter the lucrative freeAccording to Payne, that need to keep
agent market. So Payne spent his off-seaproving yourself never fades. “One of the
son shuffling into the weight room to
things that drives you every off-season is
work out while wearing a brace that prethe fear that you’re not good enough,” he
vented him from bending at the waist.
says. “I hope I’ll never lose that fear until I
That kind of effort—along with his fredon’t care if I’m any good anymore.”
quent visits to libraries, senior centers, and
But that day isn’t coming yet. “It’s
children’s hospitals—has earned Payne a
nothing I want to give up too soon,” he
number of honors (Unsung Hero Award,
says. “They’re going to have to drag me
Spirit of the Bull Award, USA Today’s Allout of this league.”
Joe Team) given to hard-working but
— Brad Herzog ’90
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Sports Shorts
SHELL GAME How do you top a national title? By going international. In June, the men’s lightweight crew won its first national title since
1992 when it nipped Harvard at the IRA Regatta. A month later, the Big
Red returned to the water in Oxfordshire, England, as one of 66 crews
competing for the Temple Challenge Cup in the Henley Royal Regatta. Cornell posted the second-best time in the first round, cruising to a threelength win over Imperial College of London. The Big Red earned a spot in
the semifinals by edging Trinity College of Dublin and then dispatched the
University of California’s freshman
MCKINNEY
heavyweight crew in the semifinals. In
the finals, they faced Oxford Brookes—
the same crew that had eliminated
Cornell in the quarterfinals a year
ago. Oxford Brookes took the early
advantage, leading by up to a length
before Cornell rallied to pull within a
seat of the lead, but the Big Red
could never make the pass and finished one-third of a length behind.
FLEET FEET Crew wasn’t the
only sport to enjoy success across the
pond this summer. Members of the
Rayon Taylor
Big Red track and field team formed
a combined squad with the
MCKINNEY
University of Pennsylvania to
win a pair of meets in England. In the first competition,
the Ivy team defeated the
University of Birmingham.
Rayon Taylor ’07 led the men
with a first in the triple jump
and second in the javelin. The
women were led by the throwJamie Greubel
ers, with Jamie Greubel ’06
winning the javelin, Sheeba
Ibidunni ’06 the shot put, Maria Matos ’09 the discus, and Danielle
Dufresne ’07 the hammer. The Big Red and the Quakers then defeated a
combined squad from Oxford and
DARL ZEHR
Cambridge. Erik Roneker ’09 paced
the men with wins in the shot put,
discus, and hammer. Sarah Wilfred
’07 won the high jump with a sixfoot effort, and Robyn Ellerbrock
’07 set a track record in the
steeplechase.
TOP PROSPECT Rocky Collis
’06 became the fourth Cornell player
in five years to be selected in Major
League Baseball’s amateur draft. The
righthander was a 28th-round pick
of the Seattle Mariners after leading
the Big Red pitching staff with 41
strikeouts. He was assigned to the
Mariners’ Rookie League team
in Arizona.

Rocky Collis

GOING PRO This winter, the men’s hockey team will have a big hole
to fill on defense, as blueliner Sasha Pokulok ’08 left school this summer to sign a professional contract with the Washington Capitals. Pokulok became the first Big Red player taken in the first round of the NHL
draft when he was selected 14th overall in 2005. Last winter, he helped
the team post a 22-9-4 record and reach the quarterfinals of the NCAA
tournament.
ICE TIME In other hockey news, the incoming Class of 2010 includes
two NHL draft picks among its ten members: forward Tony Romano was
selected in the sixth round by the New Jersey Devils while defenseman
Justin Krueger was the final pick of the draft, going to the Carolina Hurricanes in the seventh round. Krueger is the son of Swiss national team
coach Ralph Krueger. Among alumni, Matt Underhill ’02 was named the
East Coast Hockey League’s goaltender of the year after leading the Alaska
Aces to the Kelly Cup title. Underhill, who was 36-10-3 with a 2.28 goals
against average during the regular season, also finished third in the league
MVP voting. And Charlie Cook ’05 and Ryan Vesce ’04 may soon find
themselves playing in Central New York again—both were signed by the
Ottawa Senators, the parent club for the American Hockey League’s Binghamton Senators. Off the ice, Vesce has joined with former teammate Ben
Wallace ’04 to form a clothing company called Salmon Cove; for more
information go to www.salmoncove.com.
BIG RED BULL It didn’t take long for Bruce Arena ’73 to find a new
job after being let go as coach of the U.S. men’s soccer team following its
disappointing showing in the World Cup. On July 18, Arena was named
head coach of the New York Red Bulls, previously known as the MetroStars. The appointment marks a return to Major League Soccer for Arena,
who coached D.C. United to two MLS titles in their first three years before
he took over the U.S. national team in 1998.
STICKING AROUND Three Big
ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS
Red alumni have extended their time
on the Hill by joining the coaching
staffs of their former teams. Lyndsay
Robinson ’06 will serve as an assistant coach of the women’s lacrosse
team she captained this past spring.
In addition to being named to the
North-South All-Star game, Robinson
was one of 16 winners of the Intercollegiate Women’s Lacrosse Coaches
Association Community Awareness
Award. A Cornell Tradition fellow, she
organized a dodge ball tournament to
benefit multiple sclerosis research and
worked with Helping Hands, a group of
Cornell students who assist retired
Blair Corcoran
faculty members. Blair Corcoran ’06
will join the field hockey coaching
staff and serve as the team’s recruiting and travel director while focusing
her on-field efforts on the goaltenders. Corcoran was a three-year starter at
midfield and a two-time captain of the Big Red. Tyler Baier ’05 will rejoin
the wrestling program as assistant coach. Baier was national runner-up at
184 pounds as a senior; he posted a 100-39 record during his four years
at Cornell.
SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2006
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Authors

art museum is causing upheaval in the mill town where she grew
up, and Ginny must also face the man she left behind as well as
the ghosts she’s been running away from for years.

In Brief
FIRST-PERSON CORNELL by Carol Kammen
(Cornell University Library). Cornell historian
Carol Kammen calls students’ experiences the
“overlooked segment of institutional histories.” In
an effort to link the past with the present, she
searched the Rare and Manuscript Collections in
Kroch Library for student diaries, e-mails, notebooks, memoirs, and letters from 1868 to the present. We meet students arriving on campus, praising
and criticizing their professors, worrying about the
workload, searching for meaningful careers, and
complaining about the weather. The individual
entries show change over time and weave a pattern
of the Cornell experience.
THE MORTICIAN’S DAUGHTER by

Elizabeth Bloom (Mysterious Press).
Contributing editor Beth Saulnier’s seventh novel, written under the pseudonym Elizabeth Bloom, follows Ginny
Lavoie, an NYPD detective suspended
for corruption who returns to her small
New England hometown to investigate
the murder of her best friend’s teenage
son. The presence of a new modern
18
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UNCENTERING THE EARTH by
William T. Vollmann ’81 (Norton).
Copernicus’s 1543 work On the
Revolutions of the Heavenly Spheres
inspired a scientific revolution,
dethroning the Ptolemaic earthcentered cosmos of classical antiquity and replacing it with a heliocentric universe. Admitting to a
belief in heliocentrism was a bold
move in Renaissance Europe, where
the power of the Church held sway:
Giordano Bruno was burned for
heresy and Galileo was kept under
house arrest. The book is part of the Great Discoveries Series, a
series written by laymen about the history of science.
NIGHTLIFE by Thomas Perry ’69
(Random House). Serial killer
Charlene Buckner tries on a new
identity and learns a new method
of killing each time she commits
murder. Sgt. Catherine Hobbes, a
police detective in Portland, Oregon, hunts her quarry through San
Francisco, Los Angeles, Denver,
and Arizona. But the hunter
becomes the hunted when Buckner makes it personal and tries to
kill Catherine. Novelist Perry is the
Edgar Award-winning author of The Butcher’s Boy.
A WONDERFUL LIFE edited by
Cyrus M. Copeland, MBA ’90
(Algonquin Books). A good eulogy
delivers the essence of a life and
“assures us that our loved ones will
endure in our collective memories.” Copeland, the editor of a previous collection of eulogies,
Farewell, Godspeed, returns with a
new volume that celebrates the
lives of the famous and the humble, from Lenny Bruce to Gandhi,
from Elisabeth Kübler-Ross to Wilt
Chamberlain, from Pat Conroy’s father to the heroes of 9/11.
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Recently Published
Fiction
THIS IS NOT CHICK LIT edited by Elizabeth
Merrick, MFA ’00 (Random House). Featuring
an impressive list of writers, including Dika Lam
’94, Francine Prose, and Mary Gordon, this
anthology places itself in opposition to formulaic writing for women. According to the editor,
“Chick lit shuts down our consciousness. Literature expands our imaginations.”

Non-Fiction
THE PREGNANCY DECISION HANDBOOK
FOR WOMEN WITH DEPRESSION by Stephanie

S. Durruthy ’76 (Mind Support). Dr. Durruthy,
the former clinical director of the Johns Hopkins
Bayview Psychiatric Day Hospital, dispels some
of the myths about childbearing and mood disorders in this handbook, ForeWord magazine’s
2005 Book of the Year.
GOD HATES FAGS: THE RHETORICS OF RELIGIOUS VIOLENCE by Michael Cobb, PhD ’01

(New York University Press). In an attempt to

20
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come to grips with homophobic jeremiads following the murder of Matthew Shepard, an
assistant professor of English at the University
of Toronto examines the language of antihomosexual religious hate in cultural politics.

(Ohio State University Press). Andrews, who has
taught literature and film at the University of
Illinois, Chicago, examines the nature of the
softcore film genre.
THE WITCH IN THE WAITING ROOM by

FULL METAL APACHE by Takayuki Tatsumi,

PhD ’87 (Duke University Press). Tatsumi, professor of English at Keio University in Tokyo,
draws from the work of filmmakers, science fiction writers, artists, and playwrights to show the
pervasiveness of cross-cultural interplay between Japan and America.
THE TROJAN WAR by Barry Strauss (Simon &

Schuster). Twenty years ago, most historians
believed that Troy was a small half-acre citadel,
but recent excavations indicate that the city of
Homeric legend was a much larger trading
power. Cornell history professor Strauss examines the Trojan War in light of new evidence
that he says is “little less than an archaeological
revolution.”
SOFT IN THE MIDDLE by David Andrews ’94

Robert S. Bobrow ’65 (Thunder’s Mouth Press).
Using case studies and personal interviews, a
clinical associate professor at SUNY Stony Brook
investigates the links between modern medicine
and the paranormal.
TABOO SUBJECTS by Gwen Bergner ’85 (University of Minnesota Press). An associate professor of English at West Virginia University
explores the acquisition of racial identity in
American literary works through the lens of psychoanalytic theory.
CHALLENGING U.S. APARTHEID by Winston A.
Grady-Willis, MPS ’93 (Duke University Press).
Drawing on interviews with black activists, an
associate professor of African American studies
at Syracuse University focuses on the struggle
for civil rights in Atlanta from 1960 to 1977.
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1

Singin’ in
the Rain
WET WEATHER NO PROBLEM AT
REUNION 2006

i

2

N ITHACA, YOU NEVER KNOW ABOUT THE
weather. That seems to be especially true at Reunion,

where one year it can be sweltering and the next
rainy and blustery. The latter was true this year, but
it didn’t seem to bother many of the 4,000-plus alumni
who returned to the Hill in early June. They just donned
ponchos and kept going. It was an especially glorious
weekend for the Class of ’56, which saw nearly 20 percent
of its members return to mark their fiftieth year since
graduation—and present the University with a class gift
of more than $17 million. In his final State of the University address, Interim President Hunter Rawlings
announced another major donation: $10 million given
by Bill Kay ’51, for which a wing of one of the North
Campus residences will be named in his honor. Rawlings
praised the spirit of “the new Cornell,” citing recent
achievements in teaching and research and noting that
the University is now being seen as “a pretty cool place”
by many prospective students.

3

1. On Saturday morning, President Hunter Rawlings
delivered his final State of the University address before
a full house in Newman Arena.
2. In the front row for Rawlings’s address were President
Emeritus Frank Rhodes and his wife, Rosa (right), and
President-Elect David Skorton and his wife, Robin
Davisson (center).
3. The Olin Lecture was presented by New York Times
columnist Nicholas Kristof and his wife, Sheryl WuDunn
’81, a business editor at the Times. (For more on the
lecture, see page 4.)
22
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4

5

6

4. The Johnson School celebrants included J. V. Dela Fuente,
MBA ’91, his wife, Michelle, and their kids, Maggie
and Adam.
5. The Cornell Black Alumni Association (CBAA) celebrated
its 30th anniversary at Reunion 2006. Alumnae enjoying
lunch at Barton Hall included Wilma Ann Anderson ’92
(left), Jessica Ingram Bellamy ’92 (center), and Namelda
Gerald Allen ’76 (right).
6. Wow! A future scientist is amazed by one of the demonstrations presented by Philip Krasicky of the physics department in Rockefeller Hall's Schwartz Auditorium.
SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2006
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Center Stage
SOPRANO JENNIFER WILSON ’88 TAKES THE
SCENIC ROUTE TO OPERA STARDOM

PROVIDED BY NEIL FUNKHOUSER

f

OR SOMEONE WHO IS REGU-

larly cursed by the gods, betrayed by
lovers, and burned alive, Jennifer
Wilson ’88 is pretty relaxed. Sitting
at her favorite neighborhood restaurant in
Fairfax, Virginia, enjoying the seared tuna
special and chatting about the current season of “American Idol,” the elegant
brunette seems like the kind of high-powered professional you’d expect to find in
the D.C. suburbs. Wilson, however, does
her work on the stages of the world’s
opera houses. In the last few years, she’s
gone from chorus member to star, singing
such roles as Brünnhilde and Turandot. To
opera fans, her sudden prominence may
look like an overnight success, but for the
thirty-nine-year-old soprano, it’s been two
decades in the making.
“The longer it takes to have your breakthrough, the harder it is to get a breakthrough,” says Wilson. “When it happens,

you have to be ready.”
Her career was jump-started by a pair
of clutch performances. As an understudy,
she was tapped to take over the title role in
the Connecticut Opera’s 2002 production
of Puccini’s Turandot—her professional
debut. And then in March 2005, just a day
after singing the demanding part of
Brünnhilde in a rehearsal of Wagner’s Die
Walküre at the Lyric Opera of Chicago, she
had to replace Jane Eaglen in the same role
for a performance of Götterdämmerung,
which culminates in her character’s
immolation (while singing, of course).
“Artistry aside, this is a stunning athletic feat,” critic Anne Midgette raved in
the New York Times. “It was as if a pitcher
were called up from the minor leagues and
threw two perfect games on two consecutive days.” As Midgette then pointed out,
though, Wilson hadn’t made her way
through opera’s minor leagues—a se-

Leading role: Soprano Jennifer Wilson wows audiences as Puccini’s Turandot.
24
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quence of conservatory training, young
artist programs, and progressively bigger
roles in regional companies. And she also
doesn’t have the kind of voice favored by
that system. Today, many young classical
singers are rewarded for cultivating light,
attractive voices that sound great in the
recording studio. Wilson’s voice, on the
other hand, has been described as “commanding” and “powerful”—the kind of
pipes that can fill a big hall yet retain the
musical and emotional nuances that win
over an audience. Wilson has the type of
highly individual talent that typical training programs can’t always handle, and her
career path has been long, tough, and
unconventional.
Wilson grew up in a musical family,
with an opera-singing uncle and a mezzosoprano mother who performed with
Washington’s Choral Arts Society. An aunt
gave her 78s of Caruso and Callas. As a
teenager, Wilson knew she wanted to sing,
but she chose Cornell over a conservatory.
“People kept telling me that I wouldn’t be
able to make a living in music,” she said.
“So I decided that I would get a degree in
law first and go to music school later.
Somehow it just didn’t work out that way.”
She studied English and music at Cornell, but when her voice teacher died, Wilson took one leave of absence, then
another. Back home in Fairfax, living with
her mother, she started studying with a
local teacher. She had a day job working as
a news bureau assistant at Radio Free
Europe until the end of the Cold War put
her, and the station, out of business in
1995. For nearly seven years, she worked
at a local church, sometimes singing more
than twenty hours a week for masses, weddings, and funerals. “Götterdämmerung
ain’t got nothin’ on the Easter vigil at Holy
Trinity,” laughs Wilson.
That kind of stamina has served Wilson well, as evidenced by her back-to-back
stints as Brünnhilde in Chicago last
March. The years outside the spotlight also
gave her time to develop on her own. “A
lot of things about your voice—hormonal
influence, for example—have not really
reached maturity until you’re in your midthirties,” says Wilson. “It’s a whole maturation process. When I was about twentyfive, I was bewailing my vocal issues, and
a friend told me, ‘Just wait until you turn
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thirty.’ And lo and behold, when I turned
thirty, my voice started coming into line.”
So did her career. She began to get
contracts with the Washington Opera
Chorus, and in 2001 she attended a master class taught by the husband-and-wife
team of Thomas Stewart and Evelyn Lear.
The celebrated bass-baritone and soprano
had established the Emerging Singers Program in Washington, D.C., to find and
nurture powerful voices like Wilson’s.
When they heard her sing Wagner’s “Dich,
teure Halle,” they recognized her potential
immediately. “Jennifer has a phenomenal
voice—a big, beautiful sound, great high
notes,” says Lear. The couple suggested
that Wilson resign from the chorus, get
New York management, and cultivate that
big, beautiful sound.
In opera, talent alone doesn’t guarantee success, Lear says: “The world of opera
is capricious. Today, it’s not just the voice
that matters. It’s the face and the figure, too.
Above all, though, it is a question of opportunity. Jennifer was in the right place at the
right time, and now she is on her way.”
Wilson hopes that her success may be
part of a trend. Several older friends and
peers have also had breakthroughs
recently, in defiance of the opera world’s
make-it-by-thirty mandate. “Baby boomers don’t necessarily want to see a twentyfive-year-old in every role,” she says. “And
since many great singers perform well into
their sixties and seventies, a career really
can begin at forty.”
This summer, Wilson sang Turandot
again, this time with Opera Australia on
the stage of the Sydney Opera House, and
performed her first Tristan and Isolde in
Montpelier, France. She has also been
asked to sing Brünnhilde in the complete
Ring cycle in Valencia and Florence under
the conductor Zubin Mehta. “It’s easier to
get engagements now, because I’ve had a
little success and because I have had so
much help from Tom and Evelyn and
other people,” says Wilson. “The pressure
isn’t quite so intense, but it’s still always
there. I’m still climbing. Because I’ve been
doing this so long, though, I’ve had to
develop nerves of steel. And once I’m out
there under the lights, looking out into the
darkness, it feels like the most natural
place to be.”
— C. A. Carlson ’93, MFA ’96
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Hit Me

gering the mass extinction at the end of the
Cretaceous Period. More recent was the
mysterious “Tunguska event” of 1908, now
believed to have been caused by a fiftymeter asteroid that exploded in the skies
ASTEROID IMPACTS THREATEN THE PLANET.
over Siberia, flattening 800 square miles of
remote forest with a force equivalent to a
DON’T PANIC: ED LU ’84 HAS A PLAN.
fifteen-megaton nuclear bomb.
The prospect of avoiding the next
doomsday rock led Lu to help establish the
the U.S. space agency didn’t officially field
B612 Foundation in 2002. The private
N JULY 3, A HALF-MILE-WIDE
inquiries about hazardous asteroid
nonprofit group—which takes its name
asteroid named XP14 hurtled past
impacts, and—despite the imaginative
from the asteroid home of Antoine de
the Earth at ten miles a second. It
efforts of several recent Hollywood filmSaint-Exupéry’s The Little Prince—grew
came as close as 268,873 miles—roughly
makers—there are no plans on the drawout of an informal 2001 meeting among
the average distance to the Moon. A near
ing board for deflecting or destroying a
two dozen scientists and astronauts at
miss, in astronomical terms, but not as
killer space rock.
Johnson Space Center in Houston to disclose as the shave that an asteroid called
cuss the threat of asteroid
impact and mull options for
possible deflection. The
foundation’s goal: change
the orbit of an asteroid in a
controlled manner by 2015.
The B612 team wants to
demonstrate the feasibility
of moving a potential
planet-killer out of the way
by practicing on one of the
hundreds of thousands of
Near Earth Objects, or
NEOs, that orbit within the
inner solar system.
“The engineering challenges are really pretty moderate,” says Lu, who has proposed a promising new
technique, a “gravity tractor”
that would use the gravitational attraction generated
DAN DURDA
by a large unmanned spaceEarth vs. the asteroid: An artist’s rendering of Lu’s proposed “gravity tug” spacecraft in action
craft to “tow” an asteroid to
a safer orbit. Lu published a
This struck Lu, a veteran of two shuttle
paper on the idea, co-written with fellow
Apophis is poised to deliver. In 2029,
flights and one six-month tour of duty
astronaut Stanley Love, in Nature in
Apophis—named for an Egyptian god of
aboard the International Space Station, as
November. “A lot of folks were surprised
destruction—will be visible to the naked
more than a little short-sighted. The Earth
that gravity would have such a significant
eye as it makes a paint-scraping flyby, so
has been bombarded with asteroids and
effect,” he says. “But everyone who looked
close that the Earth’s gravity will deflect its
comets for billions of years, and they strike
at the numbers said, ‘Wow, this will really
course and possibly put the 390-meter
with an infrequent but devastating regularwork.’ ” He thinks a mission could be put
asteroid on target for a collision in 2036.
ity. Large ones of one kilometer and up hit
together with “off-the-shelf equipment”
It’s an alarming prospect, made more so
every million years or so; smaller but still
and for a reasonable cost.
when one learns the official planetary
enormously destructive objects may arrive
The key to the scheme is advance
defense plan.
in one- to four-thousand-year increments.
warning. According to Lu’s calculations,
“There isn’t one,” says NASA astronaut
Sixty-five million years ago, an asteroid estideflecting a 200-meter asteroid heading
Ed Lu ’84. “People assume that NASA is
mated to be twelve kilometers in diameter
for Earth would require a twenty-ton
doing something about this, but it’s not
struck just off the Yucatan peninsula, trigspacecraft to fly formation with the object
even in its charter.” Until recently, Lu says,

o
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for twenty years, a technological feat that
would have to await a next-generation
propulsion system. But in cases where the
impact was preceded by an earlier nearmiss, as with Apophis in 2029, a much
smaller craft with conventional chemical
rocket engines could tweak the asteroid’s
orbit during the close approach just
enough to steer it away from the “keyhole”
in space—less than one kilometer
across—that would put the object on a
return impact trajectory for 2036. “It’s like
a bank shot in pool,” Lu says. “Before a
very close approach, the asteroid is
extremely susceptible to small gravitational changes.”
Why not just lob an atom bomb at an
asteroid, like you see in the movies? For one
thing, it violates an international treaty on
weapons in space. For another, the effects
of a nuclear blast are difficult to anticipate:
a single asteroid that devastates a continent
could turn into a lethal rain of asteroids
that destroys civilization. “The cure might
be worse than the disease,” says Apollo 9
veteran Rusty Schweickart, chairman of
B612’s board of directors. Lu’s idea has several advantages, among them predictability
and relative simplicity. “It’s a controlled
deflection, which is important,” Schweickart
says. “Ed’s done a lot of thinking on this,
and I think the gravity tractor is going to be
the preferred way of doing it.”
Spacefarers past and present seem
keenly aware of the fact that humanity
lives in an interstellar shooting gallery.
“We’ve been Near Earth Objects,” Schweickart says. “There’s a reality to all this for us.”
Micrometeoroid impacts often puncture
holes in solar arrays on spacecraft, and
NASA calculated a 20 percent likelihood
that something will eventually breach the
hull of the International Space Station. For
the earthbound, however, the prospect of
death-by-cosmic-debris can be a bit
abstract, especially with a surfeit of manmade crises now clamoring for attention.
Sounding the alarm for an event that
might not happen for thousands of years
has proven to be a challenge for the B612
members. “It’s difficult for human beings
to have any intuitive understanding of
things that are extremely infrequent but
extremely damaging,” Schweickart says.
But public attitudes toward the threat
of asteroid impact are changing, in part
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because of a growing understanding of
how past collisions affected the planet’s
history. “It’s respectable science now, but it
was only since the mid-1980s that we had
an understanding of how asteroid impacts
shaped life on Earth.” Additionally, the
recent devastation wrought by Hurricane
Katrina and a pair of South Asian
tsunamis has vividly displayed the perils of
poor contingency planning. “People are
realizing that rare events of huge consequence are things that you really should
prepare for,” Lu says.
There’s a deadline here as well. Congress recently tasked NASA with expanding the existing Spaceguard Survey program, which since 1998 has been finding
and tracking NEOs of one kilometer and
larger. NASA estimates that there may be
1,100 of these giants, perhaps 70 percent
of which have been located. But now
Spaceguard will inventory NEOs down to
140 meters, with the goal of finding at
least 90 percent of all potentially destructive asteroids by 2020. Scientists don’t
know how many such objects exist—perhaps a million—but soon there will be
many more that, like Apophis, will appear
to be possible impactors. “The urgency is
not, ‘We’re about to get hit by an asteroid.’” Schweickart says. “The prime driver
here is that we’re going to be discovering
NEOs at a rapidly increasing rate. In the
process, we’re going to find a number that
will look like they’re heading toward Earth.
And when the public hears that, we need
to be able to say, ‘Don’t sweat it—we’ve
demonstrated the capability to deflect one
of these things.’ ”
In June, NASA hosted a Near Earth
Object workshop in Vail, Colorado, that
addressed impact mitigation—a first for
the space agency, says Schweickart, and a
critical milestone in confronting the issue
that he believes is nothing less than
humanity’s ultimate test. “We’re looking at
this final exam and saying, ‘Are we
dinosaurs or aren’t we?’ ”
It is a test, Lu adds, that we should
start studying for soon. “The amazing
thing is that now we can actually do something about it,” he says. “Eventually every
civilization has to develop this technology
or get wiped out. We’re at that point now.
It’s an interesting phase.”
— David Dudley
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The Final Cut
OSCAR-WINNING EDITOR SHAPES
SCORSESE’S VISION

t

HERE’S A CERTAIN LOOK TO A MARTIN

Scorsese movie. From Goodfellas and The Last
Temptation of Christ to The Age of Innocence
and Gangs of New York, the director’s films
share an edgy visual style and psychological tension
cranked up by precise, rapid-fire editing. It’s a result
of Scorsese’s vision—and Thelma Schoonmaker’s
editing.
Schoonmaker ’61 has edited every major Scorsese film since Raging Bull in 1980. While her boss has
never won an Oscar, her deft touch with his footage
PROVIDED BY THELMA SCHOONMAKER

has earned her two, for Raging Bull and
2004’s The Aviator. The documentary
editing she did early in her career—on
films such as Woodstock, for which she
earned the first of five Academy Award
nominations—honed her ability to
shape raw footage. “One of the things
you have to do,” she says, “is create
rhythm and pace and flow.”
That was especially challenging on
Scorsese’s latest feature, The Departed,
slated for release on October 6. Its
thriller format initially seemed at odds
with the director’s trademark emphasis
on character, and blending them
required intercutting between scenes
originally meant to stand alone. “The
film,” she says, “took on a style we didn’t expect. It became a unique form.”
A remake of the 2002 Hong Kong
detective flick Infernal Affairs, The
Departed is set in South Boston, where
state police are cracking down on IrishAmerican organized crime. Leonardo
DiCaprio plays an undercover cop who
infiltrates the mob, while Matt Damon
squares off as his mirror-image neme30
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sis, a mob informant posing as a cop.
Schoonmaker describes the movie as a
tough post-9/11 film noir that pointedly
avoids cliché. “Scorsese wanted to lay
down the way that some real policemen
talk and behave, a way that is often not
politically correct,” she says. “Films that get
made these days don’t seem to have
enough guts. That’s what we’re trying to
do. We’ll see how it’s received; we may be
run out of town.”
Like most artistic pursuits, film editing is hard to define and harder to do:
pare down and rearrange hours of
footage while staying true to the director’s
vision. Though Schoonmaker says she
mostly brings objectivity and hard work
to Scorsese’s projects, film critic Kent
Jones contends she offers much more.
“She gets on his wavelength,” says Jones,
who co-wrote the commentary for Scorsese’s documentary My Voyage to Italy,
which Schoonmaker edited. “The decisions she makes about where to go with a
given scene, when to cut on an action or
reaction, the rhythm of the scenes in the
whole movie—she’s actually able to elucidate and to fulfill his vision. It’s an enormous gift.”
Schoonmaker watches “dailies,” or raw
footage, twice while shooting is in
progress: first by herself, and again with
Scorsese while taking voluminous notes.
She then selects, for example, the three
best performances of a line, and works
from those selections when she edits. It’s
not just a matter of stitching scenes
together, Jones says. “She’s got one of the
most sensitively tuned aesthetic intelligences of anybody I know,” he says. “She
feels the emotional difference that a millisecond of a shot can make.”
Born in Algeria to American parents,
Schoonmaker grew up in a lively international community on the island of Aruba,
where her father worked for an oil company. When she was fifteen, her family
moved to suburban New Jersey. “All anybody talked about was football and rockand-roll, about which I knew nothing,”
she says. “It was quite a shock for me, and
I retreated and read books.” She also
found comfort in the classic films she
watched on television after school. When
she went to Cornell, she was “reborn.” “I
(continued on page 34)
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Doubting Thomas

MONTHS BEFORE RELEASE, NEW PYNCHON
NOVEL IS ALREADY CONFUSING

w

hen, in mid-July, an odd listing materialized on Amazon.com for the forthcoming
book by Thomas Pynchon ’59—his sixth novel and first since 1997’s Mason
& Dixon—fans of the camera-shy writer rejoiced. The blurb was bylined with
Pynchon’s name, and the brief description of the unnamed book, set for a December 5
release, appeared to be written in a plausibly Pynchonian style. (“The author is up to his
usual business. Characters stop what they’re doing to sing what are for the most part
stupid songs. Strange sexual practices take place. Obscure languages are spoken, not
always idiomatically.”) Then the listing disappeared, leaving Pynchon aficionados to
indulge in a rash of online speculation on the site’s discussion board, and elsewhere.
“Could this all be a hoax?” one fan asked. Another guessed that the vanished
blurb was an example of either “viral-marketing or, more hopefully, a Swiftian selfparody and critique of Internet subcultures.” An article in Slate wondered if this was
all “a brilliant and deranged gag.”
After a few days, a more prosaic answer emerged: the book listing was genuine,
but had been posted prematurely and was recalled at the request of the publisher,
Penguin Press. A different version soon appeared, complete with the book’s title
(Against the Day) and a revised page count (a hefty 1,040 pages). A Penguin publicist confirmed to CNN that Pynchon himself penned the description, which closed
with an apt warning: “Let the reader decide, let the reader beware. Good luck.”
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(continued from page 32)
was with a bunch of New York City girls
on my corridor, thank God, and they were
interested in so many things: literature,
music, international affairs. All of a sudden my whole world opened up.” After
graduating with a government degree, she
applied to the State Department to
become a diplomat, but was rejected when
examiners considered her criticism of
apartheid undiplomatic.
Schoonmaker answered a New York
Times want ad for an assistant in a “chop
shop,” where films by directors like Federico Fellini and Jean-Luc Godard were
cut to fit late-night television slots. “It
was an absolute outrage, what my boss
was doing, and I was horrified,” she says.
“I knew I wanted to know more about
film—and that I wanted to get away
from him.” She enrolled in a summer
film class at New York University, where
Scorsese was getting a bachelor’s degree.
They met in 1963, when the negative of
his short film What’s a Nice Girl Like You
Doing in a Place Like This? had been
incorrectly cut. She was the only one in
the class with experience in cutting film,
and she volunteered to help him fix it.
“We could tell Scorsese was the most
gifted of anyone who was there,” she
recalls. “I wasn’t as close with him as I
am now. I was amazed by how driven he
was to bust into Hollywood. He had so
much to say.”
It was Scorsese who introduced
Schoonmaker to her future husband, the
British film director Michael Powell. His
work includes such classics as The Black
Narcissus, Peeping Tom, and The Red
Shoes, which Scorsese lists as one of his
top five favorite films. Since Powell’s
death in 1990, Schoonmaker has appeared at several Powell retrospectives,
including one at the Cannes Film Festival
in 2005.
Those appearances, as well as a 2005
interview on National Public Radio’s
“Fresh Air,” have raised Schoonmaker’s
profile beyond film circles. She finds the
measure of fame surprising—and sometimes a little alarming. “An editor’s work
is supposed to be invisible, most
of the time,” she says. “That’s quite OK
with me.”
— Susan Kelley
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Off the Charts

j

ART AND SCIENCE MEET
IN “VISUALIZING
MEANING”

enifer Wightman had a question, so, like any good scholar, she asked her professors—
all 1,943 of them. Wightman, a crop and soil sciences researcher who moonlights as
a conceptual artist, sent every member of the Cornell faculty a letter with a single curious request: Of the many charts (graph, map, diagram, table, and “other”) you have
seen in your life, which has been the most important, remarkable, meaningful, or valuable? The idea was to compile “a cross-section of human interest,” she says—a visual
catalog of the University’s intellectual breadth. “I was curious to see what people felt was
important,” says Wightman. “Everyone here has
things that changed the direction of their lives.
That’s what I was looking for.”
Armed with a grant from the Cornell Council
for the Arts, Wightman assembled the submissions into a website (http:// martha.mannlib.cornell.edu/charts/) and painted giant-size versions
of several of those life-changing images for an
eight-piece art installation that hung outside
Mann Library over the summer. The centerpiece
of the project, called “Visualizing Meaning,” is a
sixteen-foot-long rendering of the most popular submission—a graph of the precipitous
post-Industrial Revolution climb in world population, an image chosen by several faculty members. Other works mix science and art in equal measure: Wightman painted the
geometric proof of the Pythagorean theorem (an image picked by ILR professor Michael
Evan Gold as his “model of the elegance of reason”) and reproduced the logarithmic
graph of stellar evolution that astronomy professor emeritus Ed Salpeter chose as his
favorite figure from his own published work.
Unlabeled and stripped of context, the giant charts and graphs may seem cryptic
to passersby, but Wightman says that a certain dislocation is the desired effect. “When
you look at a graph in a textbook, it’s two or three inches—I wanted to reverse that,
so that you become smaller than the data,” she says. “To me, they’re beautiful without any information about what they mean.”

Elegant brick and cedar custom home
with over 5,200 square feet designed for
entertaining, with panoramic lake views
from most rooms. This corner lot located on a quiet cul de sac in prestigious
Lakewatch provides a setting of extraordinary beauty that changes with the seasons and times of day. The 2.1 acres are
professionally landscaped and include
an Oriental meditation garden designed
by a Cornell architect. The property
includes a separate, adjoining lot with
trees and breathtaking lake views, and
owners will consider selling the homesite and lot separately. The home is l0
minutes from Cornell and approximately 4 hours from NYC and 3-1/2 hours to
Canada.
Unique features include a two-story
foyer with open stairwells, and a great
room with floor-to-ceiling brick fireplace, cathedral ceiling, and two-story
Palladian bay window with walls of
glass. A large, gourmet kitchen with fireplace, a study/media room, and a master bedroom suite with marble fireplace
all offer sweeping lake views. The walkout lower level includes an office, family room, and library/pool room with
custom gas fireplace adjoining a covered
brick patio, goldfish pond, rose garden,
and tiered vegetable garden. Practical
amenities include bi-level decks, 3-car
garage with built-in cabinets, invisible
fence, and a security system.
Inquiries, please contact owners at:
(607) 227-4544 or (607) 227-1175 (cell
phones). Shown by appointment only to
pre-qualified purchasers. Will participate with selling agents/builders.

Scientific scenery: Paintings of a geometry proof and a graph depicting rising atmospheric
carbon dioxide (top) hang outside Mann Library; astrophysicist Ed Salpeter’s favorite figure
(inset) charts the number of giant stars born over the lifetime of this galaxy.
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Featured Selection
2005 SHELDRAKE POINT DRY RIESLING

Wines
of the

Finger
Lakes

R

iesling, undoubtedly, has
done more to enhance the
reputation of the Finger
Lakes wine industry than any other
grape variety. Though it has nearly
six centuries of documented history in Germany, Riesling wasn’t
introduced to the Finger Lakes
region until the 1950s—and in
the ensuing years the region has
established a reputation as one
of North America’s top sources
for quality Riesling.
At Sheldrake Point Vineyard, a nine-year-old, 6,600case winery in Ovid, on the
west shore of Cayuga Lake,
Riesling’s primacy appears
assured. Eleven and a half of
the winery’s forty-three acres
of vines are devoted to it, with
another four to be planted over
the next two years. According
to Bob Madill, the general manager, “The variety develops terrific character as a wine.”
Sheldrake Point produces several

styles, including an ice wine—but
when it comes to the dry version,
Madill aims for a racy, lively style,
with plenty of minerality. “The balance should be edgy,” he says, “or, as
the French would say, ‘nervous.’ ”
The 2005 Sheldrake Point Dry
Riesling (about $14), of which 459
cases were produced, is edgy
indeed. Its fresh lime characteristics are augmented by suggestions of grapefruit and apple as
well as subtle shadings of
peach. This crisp, mediumbodied, properly dry white
wine—which Madill says complements a range of dishes,
including an escabeche of sea
scallops, lightly battered calamari, and smoked salmon—
finishes lip-smackingly taut
and clean.
— Dana Malley
DANA MALLEY is a wine buyer and
the manager of Northside Wine
& Spirits in Ithaca.

Lakewood Vineyards
“On the cutting edge of tradition”
4024 State Route 14
Watkins Glen, NY 14891
Visit our winery for a tasting of our
award-winning wines and a lovely
view of Seneca Lake.
Open Year ’Round:
Mon.-Sat. 10 am-5 pm
Sun. noon-5 pm
607-535-9252
www.lakewoodvineyards.com
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The

Prime
of

Ms. Jane
Brody
Keeping people healthy,
one column at a time
By Susan Kelley

‘D

id he add the banana?”
Jane Brody ’62 is inspecting a
blender soaking in the kitchen
sink of her Brooklyn brownstone. “He” is her husband,
Richard Engquist, who
whipped up smoothies for their grandsons this
afternoon. The six-year-old twins eat hardly any
fruit—or vegetables either—despite Brody’s
encouragement. So when she makes their smoothies, she sneaks in a banana or a few strawberries.
She checks around for signs of a banana peel or
strawberry hulls. No luck. “Oh, Richard, Richard,”
she sighs.
Photographs by John Abbott
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Health crusader: New
York Times columnist
Jane Brody ’62 in her
kitchen, where she tested
recipes for her ten books
on health and nutrition.
“If you're going to pile
something on your plate,
let it be vegetables,” she
says. “That’s what I do
and that’s how I cook.”
SEPTEMBER / OCTO BER 2006
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Topical
Treatment

It’s an omission that might annoy any nutrition-savvy grandmother—but it’s
particularly frustrating for Brody, the New York Times’ “Personal Health” columnist. For thirty years, she’s been translating complex medical research into practical advice about treatment and prevention—explaining, for example, how antioxidants in fruit may prevent cancer. Her approach, in her column and in ten books,
has helped change the way people get information about their health. In 1976, she
broke journalistic ground as one of the first columnists to analyze science news as
it applied to the average reader. Now major papers, television networks, innu-

In her weekly “Personal Health”
column, Jane Brody covers a wide
range of subjects, from bulimia to
health-care proxies. Here are selected excerpts.

Adding Some Heft to the Ideal
Feminine Form
(November 19, 2002)
Psychologists who treat eating disorders, especially the binge-and-purge
syndrome bulimia, report that they
often grow out of futile attempts to
diet down to some perceived ideal.
Dieters who cannot tolerate the
prolonged deprivation suddenly fall off
the wagon and gorge themselves,
either swiftly regaining the weight or
making the unhealthy discovery that
purging (by forced regurgitation or
excessive exercise) can prevent a
binge from becoming body fat.
An estimated 3 percent of young
American women suffer from eating
disorders, the National Institute of
Mental Health says. The percentage
may be five or six times as high among
women of college age.

r

Time to Get Out, for the Body
and the Mind
(February 14, 2006)

After spending a weekend in the country, my grandson Stefan, then five,
remarked: “The good thing about the
country is you can go pee-pee outside.
The bad thing about the country is
you have to drive everywhere.”
Spoken like a true city boy, born
and bred, who with his twin brother,
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merable websites, and an entire magazine sector embrace that approach, and more
than 100 newspapers carry her syndicated column. At sixty-five, she practices what
she preaches, and she’s got the lean 103-pound physique to prove it. “Keeping people healthy is my raison d’être,” Brody says.
The goal is as relevant as ever, and as difficult to achieve. She’s particularly concerned about the health of young people, many of whom don’t get enough exercise, and about the ability of older people to get the most out of their later years.
Americans are living longer than ever (centenarians are the fastest growing segment of the population), thanks to antibiotics, vaccines, and what Brody calls
“patch-up medicine”—drugs for diabetes and more effective treatments for heart
disease, for example. But older people incur far more than their share of healthcare costs to treat those diseases. And many of those ailments can be avoided if
people make use of accurate information, Brody says. “My whole purpose is to
prevent those conditions that afflict millions of Americans and are responsible for
the fact that our health-care costs are out of sight.”
America’s health is in a paradoxical situation: the average person knows more
about nutrition than ever before, but the national data clearly show that nutritional intake is worse today than it was in the 1970s. “We are consuming more fat,
more sugar, and more calories,” Brody says. “It’s evident in the result: we have had
a doubling and tripling in the rates of overweight and obesity in every age group.”
She blames a number of factors, from ballooning portion sizes to the fact that fastfood companies charge five times more for a salad than for French fries. “It’s maddening, but these are the forces that the likes of us are trying to fight,” she says.
“It’s economic, it’s taste, it’s habit.”
But in her lectures to medical organizations, it’s not food that she talks about
first—it’s exercise. She herself exercises for at least an hour and a half each day,
which includes swimming three-quarters of a mile. And although she’s not fanatical about it, she encourages others to follow her example. At the annual meetings
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of the President’s Council of Cornell Women, of which she is a founding member, she leads an hour-long walk. “I don’t care how you feed your body. If you’re
not moving it, you’re not healthy,” she says. “We did not evolve by sitting on our
fannies.”

g

rowing up in a Russian-Jewish family in Brooklyn, Brody learned
to swim when she was three and could rollerskate and bike by six.
Although it was her father, Sidney Brody ’31, who taught her, he
wasn’t always happy with the independence those activities fostered.
“My father used to say to me, ‘Jane, learn to be a little helpless,’ ”
says Brody. “And I paid absolutely not a particle of attention to what
he said, as much as I loved him.” It was also her father who told her Cornell had
a college of veterinary science, a subject she had wanted to study since she was
four. “My entire life, there was not even a question in my mind that that’s where
I was going to go.”
But when Brody got to Cornell, she became unhappy with the academic grind.
A biochemistry major, she was on the verge of transferring when a counselor suggested she try extracurricular activities. She began writing for the Cornell Countryman, a now-defunct monthly student magazine that covered research conducted at the Agriculture and Home Economics colleges. In her junior year, the
magazine needed an editor; Brody volunteered—and fell in love. “I loved finding
out what all these people were doing and not having to do it myself,” she says. “I
loved the immediate gratification, whereas science can take decades. And it’s a kick
to see your name in print.”
She went on to earn a master’s degree in science writing at the University of
Wisconsin’s School of Journalism, where she had a work-study fellowship at the
campus news service. In 1962, the medical school’s public relations representative
went on sabbatical. She was assigned his job, interviewing scientists on campus
and writing about their research. “I already had the language of science, but I
learned the language of medicine,” Brody says. “That was a big deal.”
She landed a job as staff reporter at the Minneapolis Tribune (now the Minneapolis Star Tribune) in 1963, with the promise that she’d write about science
exclusively within six months. It was a heady time to be covering the field.
Researchers were making historic advances in organ transplantation and heartattack prevention, and discovering stronger links between smoking and cancer,
says Lewis Cope, former president of the National Association of Science Writers
and a Star Tribune science reporter for twenty-nine years. “For the first time, people were told, ‘It’s not just chance that determines whether you’re going to have
cancer—it’s what you do,’ ” says Cope, who met Brody on the medical conference
circuit. “Then it became the job of medical writers to say, ‘Here is what you can
do to save your life.’ ”
But first, reporters had to understand the science. Brody had a knack for it,
says Dr. Henry Blackburn, professor emeritus of public health and medicine at the
University of Minnesota. The questions she asked at the American Heart Association’s annual conferences demonstrated she understood not only cutting-edge
cardiovascular research but also its implications in the larger context of public
health. “She was just head and shoulders above most medical journalists of that
time,” Blackburn says.
Two years later, the Tribune still hadn’t made good on its promise to give her
the science beat. And Brody’s stepmother was urging her to return to New York
City. “I said I would come only for the New York Times, which I thought was
impossible,” Brody recalls. On a visit home, she landed an interview with four editors, including then-metropolitan editor Abe Rosenthal. He was unimpressed by
her two years of clippings, which she had carefully pasted into a portfolio the night
before. “He pointed to the ceiling and said, ‘We have people here applying with
twenty years of experience!’ ” Brody recalls. “I said, ‘Mr. Rosenthal, if I didn’t think
I could do this job, I wouldn’t be here.’ I figured that was the end of that, but it

Tomas, is used to getting from place to
place on foot, on scooter, on bicycle,
on a bus or train, but rarely in a car.
But in the country, as in most suburbs
of the United States, it’s “get in the car”
to go to the grocery store, the drugstore, the playground, the soccer field,
the Y, even to the house next door.
“Kids today are better at running a
software program than running a
mile,” said Mark Dessauer, communications director of Active Living by
Design. “They have stronger thumbs
than legs.” Active Living is a national
program to promote increased activity
among people of all ages.

Dark Side of Holidays:
Sleep-Deprived Drivers
(November 26, 2002)

h
z

z z

A recent poll by the National Sleep
Foundation revealed that in the past
year, half of Americans said they had
driven drowsy at least once, and one
in five drivers admitted to falling
asleep at the wheel.
Drowsy driving is estimated to
cause about 20 percent of accidents,
1.2 million a year, more than drugs and
alcohol combined. And the problem is
getting worse as growing numbers of
Americans become increasingly sleepdeprived in our 24/7 culture.
“There’s a new definition of the
shift worker,” said Dr. Mark Rosekind,
president of Alertness Solutions, a
California-based company that provides advice and training on fatigue
management.
“Every segment of our culture is
now working round the clock: health
care, transportation, public safety,
technology, economics and banking,
convenience stores and gas stations,”
Dr. Rosekind said. “People are getting
less and less sleep and their body
clocks are more disrupted. Drowsy
driving is the consequence.”

SEPTEMBER / OCTO BER 2006

41

038-043CAMSO06brody

8/16/06

2:04 PM

Page 42

Gene-Altered Foods:
A Case Against Panic
(December 5, 2000)
Ask American consumers whether
they support the use of biotechnology
in food and agriculture and nearly 70
percent say they do. But ask the question another way, “Do you approve of
genetically engineered (or genetically
modified) foods?” and two-thirds say
they do not.
Yet there is no difference between
them. The techniques involved and
the products that result are identical.
Rather, the words “genetic” and “engineer” seem to provoke alarm among
millions of consumers.
The situation recalls the introduction of the M.R.I. (for magnetic resonance imaging), which was originally
called an N.M.R., for nuclear magnetic
resonance. The word “nuclear,” which
in this case referred only to the nucleus of cells, caused such public concern, it threatened to stymie the
growth of this valuable medical tool.
The idea of genetically modified
foods, known as G.M. foods, is particularly frightening to those who know little about how foods are now produced
and how modern genetic technology, if
properly regulated, could result in significant improvements by reducing
environmental hazards, improving the
nutritional value of foods, enhancing
agricultural productivity, and fostering
the survival worldwide of small farms
and the rural landscape.
Without G.M. foods, Dr. Alan
McHughen, a biotechnologist at the
University of Saskatchewan, told a
recent conference on agricultural
biotechnology at Cornell, the earth will
not be able to feed the ever-growing
billions of people who inhabit it.

i

Name a Proxy
Early for the
Unexpected

(November 18, 2003)
Two years ago, before entering the
hospital for elective surgery, I appointed my husband as my health-care
proxy in case something happened to
impair my ability to make decisions
about further treatment.
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was exactly what he wanted to hear.” She got the job. It was November 1965, and
she was twenty-four years old.
Brody began to cover agriculture, natural history, medicine, and biology,
including then-taboo subjects like birth control, abortion, and the Hite Report on
female sexuality. For clarity, she insisted on specific anatomical terms, like substituting “penis” for the Times’ euphemism “male sexual organ,” and even got “sexual intercourse” on the front page. She became known at the Times as the paper’s
“pubic editor.”
Brody had been there for eleven years when the Times faced a financial crisis,
fed by New York City’s own economic quagmire, the rising cost of newsprint, and
a loss of young, affluent suburban readers. Former managing editor Arthur Gelb
and others proposed new sections—Weekend, Living, Home, and Sports Monday—to win back readers with the cultural and “soft” news that the Times lacked.
Gelb slated a column called “Personal Health” for Living (it now runs in the Science Times section), and tapped Brody for the job. “When I needed personal
advice about my own health, I’d ask her,” he says. “She had an abundance of common sense, in addition to being a terrific science writer.”
But Brody refused. She didn’t want to be saddled with a weekly obligation that
would tie her to New York City. By then her twin boys were seven, old enough to
leave in her husband’s care while she traveled to report on her passion, the natural sciences. And, according to Gelb, she felt an advice column would demean her.
He assured her he wanted hard science—and that she’d have complete control over
the column’s content. “She always had a mind of her own—all good writers do,”
Gelb says. “She was very stubborn and persistent, and I had to face her down on
doing the column.” Brody wrote four test columns, including one that cited recent
impotence rates. “Having that accepted was the clue that they were really going to
let me do it,” she says.
The Times’ editorial gambit worked. Sales increased, and papers all over the
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country paid attention, says John Morton, a newspaper analyst in Silver Spring,
Maryland. “Suddenly you started seeing a lot more information about cooking,
gardening, and health,” Morton says. “Before, the health news that got into papers
was news stories about the results of research or a new miracle drug or death rates.
Jane was able to humanize health so that it wasn’t just clinical.”

b

rody is lying face up on the floor of her home office, right leg in
the air. The position reveals her ankle sock, which has “Sexy Girl”
printed on the ribbing. She’s demonstrating an exercise she does
when she’s traveling and can’t get to the gym. “Believe me, this is
hard,” she says as she repeatedly bounces her foot off the floor.
Above her, folders on the desk show the wide scope of her
columns, from contraception to dwarfism to breakfast. Topics are prompted by
the season (springtime nasal allergies), news (avian flu), and recent research (the
rise in the incidence of mycobacteria). She also mines her own experience. Regular readers know, for example, that her mantra is “moderation in all things” and
her indulgences include half-cup servings of ice cream. Her double knee replacement in 2004 led to columns on post-surgery pain management and physical therapy. A column about when not to ignore a lump in the breast, even if the mammogram is negative, developed from her own bout with breast cancer in 1999. For
some readers, she offers a little too much information. In August 2005, the Weekly
Standard ridiculed her “pathbreaking” column on constipation. “Ms. Brody’s story
is believed to represent the first time in the history of American journalism that a
nationally syndicated writer has offered readers detailed information, dating back
to infancy, about the frequency and quality of her own bowel movements.”
Brody’s honesty is her greatest strength as a writer, says Times science editor
Laura Chang. “She’s been in this business long enough that she has a strong sense
of what’s good for the reader, and she lets you know it in a straightforward way.”
(Brody technically retired from the Times seven years ago and now writes the column from home on contract. ) Her columns are consistently in the top twenty of
Times articles that readers e-mail to other readers.
Her critics include medical professionals who write letters to the editor to disagree with her take on a particular topic, or add information she failed to mention. While many doctors post her columns in their offices, for others she’s become
a pest, Gelb says. “Part of being a doctor, and especially an internist, is to be able
to articulate the problem carefully and clearly and sympathetically. And some doctors don’t like to do that—or are unable to. Jane communicates for them and they
resent it.” Other critics have more specific agendas: anti-milk activist Robert Cohen
accuses Brody of a pro-dairy bias on his website www.notmilk.com, while Times
Watch, an organization that documents what it calls “the liberal political agenda
of the New York Times,” charged her with a pro-homosexual bias in 2003 after she
wrote a piece on gay adoption.
Brody says, if anything, she’s guilty of being wedded to evidence-based medicine. “Well, I don’t know what else there is,” she says. “I was trained as a scientist.
I understand the scientific method. I understand what evidence means. I understand what statistical significance means. And you just don’t throw those things
out, and say, Well, Joe Schmo got better doing such-and-such, let’s write about
that.”
Among her most important recent columns have been those on the management of chronic pain, and on palliative care, living wills, and other end-oflife issues; she’s contemplating writing an eleventh book focusing on them.
“They’re not cocktail party conversation, and they’re rarely addressed by the
medical profession.”
In the meantime, Brody has no plans to slow down. She’s planning a bicycling
trip to Vietnam in the fall. Until then, she’s got enough to keep her busy. She points
to file cabinets and a closet stuffed with materials on potential columns and says,
“There are still so many things to be written.” C

We had often discussed our unwillingness to be kept alive by machines if
meaningful recovery was not possible,
but I put it in writing on New York
State’s health-care proxy form, with
my signature witnessed by two
friends. So did my husband.
Fortunately, it has not yet been
necessary for either of us to invoke
this responsibility. But in light of the
horrific battle that has unfolded in
Florida over the use of a feeding tube
to sustain the life of Terri Schiavo, a
patient who suffered severe brain
damage thirteen years ago and is now
at the center of court battles, I am
relieved that this could never happen
to me or my husband.
I am now urging my sons and their
wives to do the same, even though
they are young and healthy. After all,
an incapacitating accident can happen
at any age.
All fifty states have some type of
advance directive legislation, though
the specifics can vary greatly. The
appointed person is given durable
power of attorney for health care and
may be called a health-care agent, surrogate, or proxy.

Art and Grace, When It’s Time
to Say Goodbye
(December 30, 2003)
The end of life has become an alien
experience for those of us living in
countries where most people spend
their final days in institutional settings.
As a result, conversing with people
fast approaching the end of life is foreign for many people, who may be
reluctant to visit dying friends or relatives because they do not know what
to say or do.
There is no better time to learn
than now, when more and more people are dying of protracted illnesses in
hospitals, nursing homes, hospices,
and, increasingly, at home with hospice care. While physicians may do an
excellent job treating potentially curable illnesses, after modern medicine
has no further treatment to offer, they
often become tongue-tied and may
even abandon their patients, leaving
the task of emotional support to
friends and family.
COPYRIGHT © 2000-2006 THE NEW YORK TIMES.
REPRINTED BY PERMISSION.
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Any
Person
With the education gap widening between rich and
poor, Cornell and its peers struggle to increase
the economic diversity of incoming classes
By Sharon Tregaskis
Illustrations by Robert Neubecker

t

he first time Los Angeles native
Julie Katske visited the Hill, she
was in the fourth grade. The
trip had two goals: to introduce
Katske and her twin brother to
snow, and to cement their college aspirations. “I pointed at
the clock tower and told them,
‘This is the goal,’ ” recalls their mother, Maria
Zagorzycki ’75. For Katske, who has known “since
birth” that she would attend college and graduate
school, the campus tour remains vivid. “My elementary school made this big point of emphasizing,
‘If you don’t do well now, if you don’t work really
hard now, you’re not going to get into a good college.’ My brother
and I were having panic attacks over it—one project, you get a B,
and your life is gone. I distinctly remember asking the tour guide
if colleges look at junior high or elementary school grades.”
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Now seventeen and a rising senior at a small private high
school, Katske returned to campus this year for the three-week
Summer College, a residential academic program launched in
1962 that introduces ninth-, tenth-, and eleventh-graders to the
rigors of higher education. On the late June weekend preceding
the program’s start, Katske and Zagorzycki joined the thousands
of families visiting the Hill as part of their summer vacations,
going on campus tours and attending information sessions in the
various colleges. For Katske and Zagorzycki, it was a familiar drill;
already, they had visited UCLA, Georgetown, George Washington, and Princeton. And before returning to the West Coast, they
would hit more schools in Boston and New York City.
Sixteen-year-old Siede Coleman, an aspiring architect from
Allentown, Pennsylvania, and her mom tackled a similarly ambitious slate of tours. At Cornell, they took the daily “Freshman
Experience Tour,” complete with a visit to a North Campus dorm
room. They’d already been to Columbia and Syracuse and were
planning visits to a half-dozen more campuses. Online research
may be informative, say students like Katske and Coleman, but
the campus tour road trip reveals crucial details a website can’t
convey. “It’s really no substitute for the college itself,” says Katske.
“It can’t give you the weather. It can’t tell you how long the walk
is going to be from the Ag Quad to the Arts Quad.”

f

or students with resources, the college search has
become increasingly sophisticated: myriad campus
visits and enrollment in summer programs, taking—
and retaking—standardized admission tests and dizzying numbers of advanced placement courses and
exams. Some families even retain personal counselors
who charge thousands of dollars to help students refine their
interests, identify target schools, and craft compelling essays for
their applications.
Meanwhile, students from less privileged households—as well
as many racial minorities and those who are the first in their families to aim for college—struggle to navigate the increasingly
expensive and complicated process to apply to, enroll in, and
graduate from four-year institutions. “In 2003, while 80 percent
of high-income high school completers were enrolled in college
by the following October, only 53 percent of low-income students
were,” declares the nonprofit Institute for Higher Education Policy in a report titled Convergence: Trends threatening to narrow college opportunity in America. “The same story—gains mitigated by
stubborn gaps—holds true for enrollments of students of color.”
By 2014, racial and ethnic minorities will comprise more than
40 percent of all high school graduates, and by 2015, 37 percent
of new college students will be African American, Hispanic, or
SEPTEMBER / OCTO BER 2006
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Asian/Pacific Islander. Cornell’s Class of 2009, the last cohort for
which data are available, is 30 percent students of color. The percentage of Asian American students on the Hill is three times the
percentage of Asian Americans aged fifteen to twenty-four in the
general population—but Hispanic and African American students
enroll at only about one-third of their percentage in the general
population of that age. And as the cost of tuition continues rising faster than family incomes, disparities in the quality of publicly funded education continue to grow.
“When you go into those elite high schools whose names
everyone knows, the students are already educated about college,”
says David DeVries, director of undergraduate admissions for
Cornell’s College of Arts and Sciences. “They know the questions
to ask. They’ve been preparing for years—and their parents have
been preparing for even longer.” In underserved areas, where earning a high school diploma is a major achievement, different rules

Family Income of Dependent
Students Applying for Federal Aid
at Cornell in 2003-04
10%

Less than $30,000

13%

$30,000 to $60,000

37%

More than $60,000

61%

39%

Applied for aid
Did not apply
for aid

Dollars&

t

his spring, as applicants around the
country eagerly awaited college decision
letters, their parents celebrated a string
of financial-aid upgrades by top-tier
schools. In mid-March, Stanford
announced a plan to cover all costs for
children from families earning less than $45,000,
matching a similar policy implemented last year at Yale,
and reduced the contribution required of families earning less than $60,000. Then Penn heralded its replacement of loans with grants for students from families
with combined income lower than $50,000. MIT had
already announced its intention to match students’ federal Pell Grants—need-based funds administered by the
Department of Education—with grants of its own.
Seeing its lead at the head of the pack eroded,
Harvard bumped the lowest income at which families
would be required to pay from $40,000 to $60,000,
and reduced the payments required from families with
incomes up to $80,000. “Most of these schools are
trying to increase their economic diversity,” says Tom
Keane, director of Cornell’s financial aid office (FAO).
“They’re trying to get to where we are.”
At Cornell, families use their personal finances to pay
up to $45,000 annually for the combined cost of tuition,
room, and board. But some pay nothing at all, and only
30 to 35 percent of students pay full tuition (almost
$33,000 a year in the endowed colleges). Almost half of
KOSKI
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apply. “Students haven’t been thinking about college,” says
DeVries. “They don’t know what to ask and they don’t know what
they should be doing to prepare for college—yet they’re eager.”
At Cornell, where opportunity for all students was enshrined
in the founder’s motto, that dichotomy translates into a growing
imperative for administrators to think critically—and creatively—
about appealing to harder-to-reach students, including those not
enrolled in the private schools and rigorous public magnets that
launch students into selective four-year colleges and universities.
“We know there are many more talented individuals from low
socioeconomic backgrounds, from diverse racial and ethnic backgrounds, from other countries in the world who also need to have
the opportunity to attend a school like Cornell,” says Doris Davis,
associate provost for admissions and enrollment. “We need to be
concerned about closing the educational gap that exists not only
in our country, but throughout the world.”
Narrowing that divide, says Davis, requires multiple
approaches—from building relationships between the University’s
American Indian Program and individual Native American tribes
to coordinating efforts with churches and community centers,
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Sense
the undergraduates receive
need-based aid, with a combined value close to $110
million annually in loans and
grants. Yet the University typically
requires students receiving aid to
supply $11,500 from work and
loans during each academic year,
the highest self-support requirement
in the Ivy League. Matching Penn’s grant policy for one year would raise
Cornell’s aid outlay by $12 million; matching Harvard would cost more
than $17 million.
Unable to beat the competition and concerned that more students
than usual might decline offers from Cornell in favor of better financial
aid elsewhere, the University’s admissions office increased the number
of acceptance letters it mailed this year. Those fears proved unfounded, though, and the Class of 2010 overenrolled by almost 200 students. “My guess, from the way things turned out, is that our packages
were just as appealing as what our applicants were getting from other
schools,” says Doris Davis, associate provost for admissions and enrollment. “Or, setting financial aid aside, it’s the total package Cornell presents. For those students making decisions about where to enroll, it
doesn’t always come down to finances.”
At Princeton, where all students receiving aid get grants, not loans,
only about 17 percent have family incomes lower than $60,000. At
Cornell, close to 25 percent fall into that category, and administrators
point to a historically high level of socioeconomic diversity on the Hill.
“Cornell’s legacy of providing access and opportunity for students from
a range of socioeconomic backgrounds is not something that you can
catch up with in an instant,” says Davis. “For all of the good I think Penn,
Harvard, and Stanford are doing by making their schools more affordable for middle- and low-income students, the reality is that we’ve been
doing that for a long time.”
For families facing the financial aid battle, a few tips:

whiz won’t reduce the cost—the Ivy
League doesn’t offer merit aid.
Increasingly, however, a bevy of
smaller, private institutions use
merit aid to attract the best
and the brightest. “Every April,
lots of students write and call for
improvements to their financial aid
packages,” says Keane. “It seems that the
most pushback and pleading we get is from students who are offered
merit aid at slightly lesser schools—and they want to come here.”

• Complete the FAFSA online. Until the Department of Education and
the IRS begin sharing data, any application for financial aid will begin
with the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). “The FAFSA
is hard to fill out,” says the FAO’s Tom Keane, “but it’s not much worse
than having to fill out a tax return—and most of the data is gathered
from your tax return or W-2s.” Miniscule type can make the print version doubly daunting, so fellow FAO director Sue Hitchcock recommends submitting it electronically. “It’s online now, with prompts, and
it’s a lot better.” In recent years, websites have sprung up to ease
families through the process, offering everything from helpful hints to
paid services that complete and file the forms.

• Understand the implications of early decision. Students have a
slightly better chance of admission when they apply early; at Cornell
it’s a binding commitment, but a small number of students each year
exercise the financial aid opt-out, an exit clause that protects families
with tight finances from being stuck with a package they can’t handle.
“We don’t want to encourage people to get out of early decision by
saying the finances won’t work out, but if you apply for aid and decide
you really can’t afford it,” says Keane, “you can get out.”

• Know how aid is calculated. At Cornell, as with all the Ivies, financial
aid comes only after a determination of need. This year, families with
an income of up to $150,000 were eligible for assistance from the
University. But being the star quarterback, a virtuoso flutist, or a math

• Advise schools of special circumstances. Incur significant medical
bills after filing the FAFSA? Lose a job? Take a business loss? In
many cases, an alert to the financial aid office will spur a reassessment of the aid package. And if your family has special circumstances
that aren’t detailed in the FAFSA, append a letter—expenses for a sibling with special needs or a grandparent who also relies on the family
income for support might improve a student’s eligibility for aid. Each
school uses a slightly different formula to calculate need, but if one
school’s offer diverges significantly from another’s, ask why. “A lot of
times it’s that we don’t have the full picture from the family,” says
Keane. “Once we get that information, we’re almost always able to figure out that we need to make a change, or sometimes decide the
other school made a crazy change and we’re not doing that.”
• Mind the dates. Some schools set a prohibitively early deadline for
aid applications, cap awards on a rolling basis, or even establish a
waiting list for aid based on a student’s desirability. At Cornell, by
contrast, the financial aid budget expands to cover the need of every
student who matriculates—so this year, even though the freshman
class overenrolled by 200 students, everyone who received an offer of
aid will get the assistance offered. “We say to students when they’re
applying, ‘We’ll meet your need,’ and we honor that,” says Hitchcock.

• Shop around. For academically competitive students concerned about
taking on loans, regular decision preserves the option of bargaining for
increased merit aid from schools that offer it. “A lot of families take
that path,” says Keane. “They apply to the Ivies and figure if they don’t
get enough money on a need basis, they’ll send their kid to the state
school or get in the ballgame for one of the merit schools. That’s why
you apply to those schools, so you can get the merit-based offers.”
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‘We have to let students
know that we can make a
Cornell education affordable,’ says Jason Locke,
Cornell’s director of
undergraduate admissions.
‘I don’t think we’ve figured
it out yet. I don’t think
many institutions have.’

and forging collaborations with local agencies that bring
multicultural students to campus. In recent years, the University has overhauled its view book and relaunched its
website with an eye toward prospective students, and it has
also generated new brochures targeted at specific demographic segments, from high school sophomores to the parents of rising seniors.
Diversity efforts include two weekends when recruited
students come to campus—often on Cornell’s dime. The
first, in the fall, targets prospective applicants nominated by
their high schools; the second, during Cornell Days in April,
brings accepted students to the Hill for meetings with faculty in their college, visits to classes in their intended major,
get-togethers with current minority students, and an
overnight stay in a dorm room. “When you’re a member of
the Ivy League, there are some students who will self-select
out based upon their understanding that perhaps the institution might not be welcoming or might be out of their
reach as far as cost,” says Jason Locke, Cornell’s director of
undergraduate admissions. “We have to let students know that
we’re open and that we can make a Cornell education affordable.
I don’t think we’ve figured it out yet. I don’t think many institutions have.”
Beyond pure recruitment, the University’s outreach efforts—
many mandated by such funding agencies as NASA and the NSF,
or components of Cornell’s land-grant mission—can also play a
role, says Steve Hamilton, the associate provost for outreach. In
recent years, the University has sought recruitment synergies with
programs that bring teachers and school groups to campus, and
those that deploy Cornell faculty, staff, and students as ambassadors for higher education. “It makes sense to coordinate and look
for mutual reinforcement,” says Hamilton. “Cornell certainly
should be out there trying to find the best talent and recruit tal-

ented minority students, but the pool is too small. Cornell ought
to be involved in enlarging it.”
A key part of that mission is recognizing the effect of socioeconomic status and race on the quality of early education available to prospective students. At the Engineering college, for example, applicants must have completed calculus, physics, and
chemistry by the time they enroll on the Hill. In most school districts, that means taking algebra, geometry, and pre-calculus
classes in ninth, tenth, and eleventh grade. Pre-med applicants are
generally expected to have taken at least honors biology, usually
offered in tenth grade, and an advanced bio class if it’s available.
For bright kids in schools without rigorous coursework or
adequate guidance on scheduling, a selective university like Cornell can slip from their grasp long before the time comes to file

Undergraduates Receiving Need-Based Grants

38.4%

29.4%

1987

2004

According to University data, in 1987 about 40 percent of the undergraduates had financial need. By 2004, this segment had increased to
more than 47 percent. In 1987, 29.4 percent of the undergraduates received grants; by 2004, this percentage had increased to 38.4 percent.
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The paper stops here

C

ornell’s manila admissions folders have gone
the way of the carrier pigeon. When applications for the Class of 2009 jumped
from 20,000 to 24,000, admissions officials knew the time had come to
replace paper with computer
screens in the form of a document-imaging
program that distributes access to digital
copies of applications across campus. In
January 2006, when applications for the Class
of 2010 ballooned to more than 28,000, the
benefits were obvious. “Our numbers
are going through the roof,” says David
DeVries, director of undergraduate
admissions for the Arts college, who
saw a double-digit increase for the second year in a row. “Thirteen thousand applications would have
just swamped us in paper.”
In the old days, mail trucks delivered thousands of paper
applications to the University’s processing center, once housed
in the Undergraduate Admissions Office on Thurston Avenue and
more recently located at East Hill Plaza, throughout December
and into January. There, each application was placed in a folder
labeled with the student’s name, marked with color-coded tabs—
indicating children of alumni, under-represented minorities, VIPs,
transfers, and recruited athletes—and sorted by college. Once the
transcripts, letters of recommendation, and essays had all been
received, completed folders were delivered to admissions staff
housed in each of the colleges for review and selection. As decisions were made, folders were returned to the processing center,
which generated and mailed admission and rejection letters and,
in the case of incoming students, ultimately returned the folders
to the relevant college. It was, says Doris Davis, associate provost
for admissions and enrollment, “really inefficient.”
The new system still involves loads of incoming mail, but now
the paper applications get scanned and posted to a secure server. Staff across campus have password-protected access to the
files, and for those who schedule at-home reading days, the
University has provided high-speed Internet access. “We were
anxious that going digital would create all sorts of problems,”
says DeVries, whose office now includes a second flat-screen
monitor for the faculty readers who participate in the selection
process. “We were fearful about systems crashing and the inability of the computer system to handle the volume. There were
glitches, but they weren’t anything near what the more paranoid
among us had feared.”
For staff in the colleges, document imaging meant the elimination of huge filing cabinets and teetering stacks of folders
crammed with paper. It also meant much faster access to files—
a boon in a system where the workload has increased but the
time allotted hasn’t. In Engineering, staff discovered an added

benefit when they gathered for the final decision-making meetings. “Before, when you presented a candidate in committee, one
person could say, ‘This essay is really good.’ Everyone else would
have to believe it unless someone else physically went over, got
the piece of paper, and started reading it,” says Mark Spencer,
the college’s admissions director. “Now, you can call it up on this
big screen on the wall, and the whole committee can see it.”
The system also streamlines responses to inquiries from
applicants, parents, and guidance counselors. “The time it took
for applications to be transported to campus was inefficient and
time-consuming,” says Davis, “and if a student called our processing center to inquire about an application and it was in the
college, we couldn’t provide good customer service. Now it
doesn’t matter if the student calls our processing center, the
college, undergraduate admissions, or my office—anywhere on
campus, you can pull up that student’s application and answer
the question.”
Document imaging is part of a larger overhaul of admissions
processes that included posting Cornell’s application online in
the late 1990s and the 2004 implementation of the Common
Application—a system that allows students to apply to any of
300 participating institutions—as well as a plan known as “primary/alternate” that may eventually allow prospective students
to apply for consideration by their first- and second-choice colleges at Cornell. “When you have a paper-based process, you
can’t review students for more than one college until you have
the application in front of you,” says Davis. “If it’s sitting in one
college and you want to review it in another, you have to wait.” A
primary/alternate system was briefly in place at Cornell in the
1980s, but lasted only a few years because of logistical problems. This time, says Davis, they’re examining models at Oxford
University and Carnegie Mellon, surveying visiting students, and
thinking through each detail of implementation. “We’re being
thoughtful and thorough in terms of our understanding of how
that might work and how to manage it once it’s in place,” she
says. “We want to do it right.”
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KOSKI

DiOnetta Jones, director of diversity programs for the College of Engineering

an application. “The class-diversity nut is
tough to crack because of the problem of
inadequate preparation,” says DeVries,
who has struggled to keep his own preteen sons thinking long-term even in
Ithaca’s relatively focused school system.
“It’s as true of the rural, poor white kid as
it is an urban, poor Latino. We need to be
going earlier into the pipeline to model the
kind of behaviors and interests that will
catch students’ imaginations.”
To that end, Cornell faculty and staff
participate in such programs as Chicago’s
High-Jump and New York City’s Prep-forPrep, efforts that help middle school students from underserved populations gain
admission to elite private and magnet high
schools. The Division of Undergraduate
Biology sends Cornell students to middle
schools throughout the region to inspire
kids to pursue careers in the life sciences,
while the Engineering college hosts two
summer programs, Curie and Catalyst,
that introduce girls and minorities early in
their high school years to professions in
science, technology, engineering, and
math. If she had her way, says DiOnetta
Jones, director of diversity programs for
Engineering, she’d have programs for middle school students, too. “The earlier we
get to students, the better,” she says. “From

KOSKI

Incoming freshman Jin Lin
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an outreach perspective, if you don’t choose Cornell, we’re still
happy as long as you go to college and major in an engineering
discipline. But part of the outreach piece is preparing students
who might apply to Cornell, and that means the sooner we get to
them, the better.”
Community colleges represent another resource for bringing
low-income and minority students to campus. In March, the University was awarded an $810,000 grant from the Jack Kent Cooke
Foundation to strengthen its partnerships with local community
colleges, a primary academic destination for students who enroll
in colleges close to home for cultural and financial reasons, and a
longtime source of transfer applicants, especially to the stateassisted schools. “When I first joined the admissions profession [in
the early Eighties], the primary method of recruiting students was
high school and college fairs,” says Doris Davis. “That has
expanded ten-fold in terms of the many different ways in which
we communicate with students, parents, organizations, churches.
The bottom line is that we have to find a way to communicate with
the broadest range of students.”
Last spring, the New York Times printed an op-ed by the
admissions dean of Kenyon College, lamenting a dearth of male
applicants. This summer, the American Council of Education
made headlines with its latest report on the gender gap in higher
education. Nationally, the number of male undergraduates has
shrunk from 44 percent in 1999–2000 to 42 percent in 2003–04,
with males represented at even lower rates among older undergraduates, racial minorities, and low-income students. And while
the gap was once considered a problem only for smaller, liberal
arts colleges, this year even large state institutions—including the
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, where women comprise 58 percent of the Class of 2009—have begun feeling the
pinch. At Cornell, males make up 51 percent of the 2005–06 student body, and while the numbers vary by college—with a low of
25 percent in Human Ecology and a high of 70 percent in Engineering—administrators say they’re not worried about the
prospect of affirmative action for males. “We’re not seeing that
challenge, and I think it’s because of the type of institution we
are,” says Jason Locke. “We want to keep our eye on something
like that, but we haven’t seen any noticeable changes.”

b

ack when Julie Katske was making her first visit to
Cornell, a mother and father in China’s Fujin
Province were setting their sights on colleges in
Upstate New York for their young son. They didn’t mention the decision for several more years,
but by the time Jin Lin ’10 was in middle school,
his parents had told him that, accompanied by his father, he
would move to the U.S. to earn his high school diploma and pursue a college education. “I can do pretty well in China,” says Lin,
whose uncles and grandfather hold government posts in the local
hospital and city agencies. “But if I can do well in China, probably I can do better in the United States.”
The lanky seventeen-year-old is fluent in Fujinese, his regional
dialect, as well as Mandarin, and he also speaks some Cantonese.
But his command of spoken English is still spotty. In China, where
he earned top scores in the subject, his teachers focused on reading and writing. “I don’t speak at the time,” says Lin of his first days
in the U.S. “But if you give me a paper, basically I can understand.”

Father and son settled in the Fujinese neighborhood in New
York’s Chinatown in late 2003, and this spring Lin graduated from
Washington Irving High School. There were sixty Chinese immigrants in his class when Lin started; only ten graduated. “The students actually don’t aim for college,” says Lin, noting that many
intend to work in their families’ restaurants and drop out early.
Lin’s father works as a driver in Manhattan; his son applied to
more than a half-dozen schools, including four SUNY colleges,
NYU, and Columbia, but Lin saved money by visiting only the
campuses where he was accepted. Once he knew Cornell’s College of Human Ecology was an option, the decision was easy. “My
father try to encourage me to go to one of the Ivy League because
when he go back to China, people know it’s a standard,” Lin says.
This summer, while Katske learned about social psychology in
an Ives Hall classroom, Lin boned up on his English, studied chemistry, and took a college achievement seminar as part of the University’s Pre-Freshman Summer Program, a six-week, tuition-free
enrichment program for high-potential students whom admissions
staff think could use extra support in the transition to Cornell. “If
you get in, the admissions counselors believe you can do the work
here,” says DiOnetta Jones. “However, we also might believe that
Pre-Freshman Summer Program students come from atypical environments and that they will benefit from the opportunity to get
acclimated to Cornell, meet people, and build new relationships,
rather than having to do all those things their first semester. It’s an
opportunity to give them the tools to be successful.”
By the program’s second week, Lin and a pair of friends from
Alabama and New York City had found the best late-night source
for Chinese take-out and watched Fourth of July fireworks from
the knoll atop the Campus Store. Lin had downloaded an online
Chinese translation of The Great Gatsby, an assigned text for his
summer English class and this year’s New Student Reading Project. “Even the English-speaking kids may have to use the dictionary to check vocabulary,” he points out, admitting that he
referred to the online version occasionally. Eventually, says Lin, he
plans to settle close to Chinatown, where his parents, who don’t
speak English, could live comfortably. “I want to finish my study
here, get my dentist’s degree, and then open a small office,” he
says. “I don’t have to make a lot of money; I just need to make
enough to support my family. I’ll buy a big house where my parents can live and we can be happy together.” C
Contributing editor SHARON TREGASKIS ’95 was an associate director of admissions at the College of Human Ecology in 1997–98.
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Power couple: NBC Entertainment president Kevin Reilly
(left) chills with his college chum, ABC Entertainment
president Steve McPherson.
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Prime
Time
By Brad Herzog

How did a pair of fraternity brothers end up running the
entertainment divisions of two major TV networks?
For Kevin Reilly ’84 and Steve McPherson ’86, that’s just show business.

t
MITCHELL HAASETH / NBC PHOTO

he Brentwood Restaurant and Lounge,
on the tony west side of Los Angeles, is
so dark that one’s eyes adjust only gradually. The acoustics are such that conversations disperse into an unintelligible jumble
beyond the confines of the table. It is the kind of
place where two underworld bosses might meet.
Call this Hollywood’s version.
First to arrive is NBC Entertainment president
Kevin Reilly ’84, and then, right on his heels, ABC
Entertainment president Steve McPherson ’86.
The maitre d’ seems aware of the industry clout these two
men represent. “Is this going to be all right with you?” he asks,
showing them to a falcate booth a few steps from the bar.
“Actually,” Reilly says, “could we just tent this booth?”
“Yeah,” McPherson says. “Could we construct something?”
“Or maybe just ask everybody to leave?”
In Hollywood, one sign of power is the comfort to mock
one’s own influence. And when the two men of influence—
professional rivals, in a manner of speaking—have a close
friendship that dates back to their days watching hijacked HBO
in Phi Delta Theta fraternity, it is easy to remember where you

came from. Because your buddy will be ready and willing to
remind you.
McPherson—a serious oenophile who partnered with a Napa
Valley vineyard to create his own limited-run wine in 2004—
scans the wine list and selects a pricey California Cabernet. “Tell
that story about driving the wrong way over the bridge,” he urges,
and Reilly complies with a tale from his production assistant days
in New York, soon after graduation. On a New Jersey commercial
shoot, his attempt to chauffeur some clients back to Manhattan
went awry when he took a wrong turn off the George Washington Bridge and wound up back in the Garden State. McPherson
almost spills his wine laughing.
For the next two hours, the two pals trade barbs, talk trash,
and swap memories of their parallel rise through the showbiz
ranks. It’s akin to watching a couple of big-league stars recall their
hardscrabble days in the minors.
“So my secretary tells me, ‘Rodney Dangerfield on line one,’ ”
Reilly begins. “I pick up the phone, and Dangerfield immediately
starts pitching a show to me. He says, ‘I have two words for you:
Midget Hotel.’ ”
McPherson dissolves into a fit of giggles, and for a moment this
summit of network moguls sounds more like a night out with two
old buddies from Phi Delt. Which, of course, is exactly what it is.
“Sometimes,” McPherson admits, “we’ll sit around together
and be like, ‘This is crazy.’ ”
SEPTEMBER / OCTO BER 2006
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reaction with his blunt assessment of NBC’s situation
before the Television Critics Association in July 2005.
“Last season was kind of like a colonic,” he explained. “It
wasn’t a lot of fun to go through at the time, but it’s
going to be healthy in the long run.” Lisa de Moraes of
the Washington Post noted that Reilly “sounded awfully
humble for an NBC suit.”
Reilly’s and McPherson’s disparate paths suggest that
there is no blueprint for the making of a TV exec. Reilly
was raised on Long Island (his father was a founding partner of discount brokerage firm Quick & Reilly) and was
expected to enter the financial arena, despite being a selfproclaimed “viewaholic” and knowing that entertainment
was his calling. McPherson grew up in Princeton, New
Jersey, but spent six years before college at the American
School in Paris, where his father was headmaster.
At Cornell, Reilly (a communication major) and
McPherson (a government major and four-year soccer
star who still holds the school record of four assists in a
single game) took electives in acting and theater. Cornell,
they agree, was hardly a pipeline into show business. “It
took me until senior year when I finally decided to do it,
and I didn’t have a clue where to start,” says Reilly, who
participated with McPherson in a video conference with
Cornell’s Film 383: Screenwriting class last December. “I
think the resources are more available now.”
After graduation both headed to Manhattan, though
for different reasons. McPherson took a foreign
exchange trading job on Wall Street, working at a brokerage house until the markets closed and then darting
over to the Tisch School of the Arts for extension
CHRIS HASTON / NBC UNIVERSAL
courses in filmmaking and screenwriting. Reilly, meanwhile, labored as a production assistant on commercial
The suit: NBC’s Reilly makes his case at a January 2006 press tour.
shoots. (For a Raisin Nut Bran ad, he recalls, he spent
half a night with tweezers, separating the raisins and the
n the language of Tinseltown, McPherson and Reilly are
nuts from the bran.)
“suits”—network television executives. Suits are a muchIn the late 1980s, the two friends made a ski trip to Califormaligned breed: critics mock their decision-making while
nia’s Squaw Valley. Reilly was en route to Los Angeles with $800
writers and actors grumble that Hollywood higher-ups
in his pocket, and McPherson realized he envied his pal for “doing
wouldn’t know an original idea if it fell into their salads
what I wish I had the guts to do.” A couple of years later, Reilly
at Spago. On TV, a suit is typically portrayed as a handtalked McPherson into joining him in the pursuit of show busisome halfwit moving program titles around a giant magnetic
ness glory. Both had a big hill to climb: Reilly’s first job in L.A.
scheduling board.
had him reading scripts in search of product placement opporThe boards are real—Reilly has one in his office. And certainly
tunities, while McPherson spent months as one of Hollywood’s
both men, well-coiffed and well-preserved, look the part. But realunemployed multitudes.
ity (unlike reality TV) is more complicated.
But both soon got their careers on track. After finally landing
“There’s almost some truth to it. But if you could just witness
a job as assistant to producer Tony Thomas at Witt-Thomas-Harthe chaos . . . ” Reilly tries to explain. “Television is non-stop. The
ris Productions, McPherson joined the programming department
culture shifts so quickly. Your fate can shift so quickly. You’re dealat Fox TV. From there, he leapfrogged from ABC (senior vice presing with a lot of egos, and it’s very competitive. You’ve got one
ident, creative affairs) to NBC (vice president, primetime series),
foot in the creative world and one foot in the corporate world,
where he oversaw the development of shows such as “Just Shoot
and those agendas don’t always match up.”
Me” and “News Radio.” In 2001, he was named president of the
From the beginning, the duo has defied expectations. When
Walt Disney Company’s TV-production arm, Touchstone TeleviMcPherson made his first in-person appearance at the 2005 Winsion, where his notable development successes included CBS’s
ter Television Critics Association tour, he surprised the crowd by
“CSI,” NBC’s “Scrubs,” ABC’s “My Wife & Kids,” and USA’s
eschewing the requisite suit. (In fact, he rarely wears a tie. “He did“Monk.” The last two years in McPherson’s three-year hitch there
n’t even wear one to our wedding,” says wife Jennifer LaCorte.)
were the most successful in the history of the studio.
Peter Ames Carlin of the Oregonian described McPherson as havMcPherson once told the Hollywood Reporter that a leader
ing a “surprisingly human demeanor.” Reilly evoked a similar
must “look for places where there are huge challenges and huge

i
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obstacles.” That, in a nutshell, was the situation greeting him at
ABC in April 2004. The network, on top of the ratings world only
a few years earlier, suffered a precipitous slide when “Who Wants
to Be a Millionaire?” went from phenomenon to oblivion (well,
daytime TV). In the week before McPherson’s promotion, only
two of ABC’s scripted shows were among the top forty in the
Nielsen ratings. The network was in fourth place in the ratings
and in the eighteen-to-forty-nine demographic favored by advertisers. Some analysts estimated the network had lost parent company Walt Disney nearly $100 million in the previous quarter
alone. So Disney took a cue from one of ABC’s rare hits—
“Extreme Makeover”—and radically redesigned its executive
team, naming McPherson its fifth chief programmer in eight
years. Although he reports to network president Anne Sweeney,
he was given full control of the primetime division, including
oversight of all development, current programming, marketing,
and scheduling.
While McPherson joined a network with nowhere to go but
up, NBC was heading in the opposite direction as Reilly took over.
The long run of primetime success at the “Nothing But Cocky ”
network ended with the departure of long-running hits such as
“Frasier” and “Friends,” and NBC needed a legitimate hit-maker.
Reilly had helped create some of television’s most acclaimed
programs over the past decade in various positions at NBC
(where he supervised development of the “ER” pilot), FX (where
he developed “The Shield” and “Nip/Tuck”), and Brillstein-Grey
Television (where he shepherded the pilot episode of “The Sopranos”). In 2003, when Reilly was named president of primetime
development at NBC, Entertainment Weekly named him one of
the industry’s “Ones to Watch.” The following year, when his boss
Jeff Zucker moved upstairs as president of the newly formed NBC
Universal Television Group, Reilly took over as president of NBC
Entertainment.
So here they were, two old friends overseeing half of all major
network primetime television programming. Says Emile Levisetti
’87, executive producer of ABC’s “Hope and Faith” and yet
another pal from Phi Delt, “I never had any doubt that they would
both make it as president of some network somewhere. It was just
a matter of where and when. The only surprise to me is that it
happened at the same time.”
Reilly and McPherson inherited lineups largely developed by
their predecessors, and their fortunes were tied to the whims of
the viewing public and the unpredictable nature of buzz. But that
first year, at least, presented a seismic change. Hits like “Lost” and
“Desperate Housewives” raised ABC’s profile around watercoolers nationwide; viewership in the eighteen-to-forty-nine
demographic rose 17 percent, the biggest gain of any major network in the past twenty years, and McPherson earned an Executive of the Year award from the Caucus of Television Producers,
Writers & Directors.
Meanwhile, NBC foundered, skidding to fourth place in the
ratings race in 2004–05, a trend that continued this year. The
numbers fed rumors of Reilly’s impending dismissal. Television
executives enjoy a great many perks, but job security is not one of
them. “I’ve developed a thick skin because I’ve had to read over
the past year of how I’m getting fired at any time,” Reilly says.
“Then there are some days when it just gets you down.”
But, as McPherson points out, TV is a business of failure. “For
every success in television, there are twenty-five failed shows. You

can literally go through a season and fail twenty-five times. But
you have one hit, and you’re a genius. In this business, people are
much more encouraged by another person’s failure than they are
about their success.”

r

eilly is in mid-sentence when he decides to feign
ignorance. “Whether it’s a program like ‘ER’ on
NBC, or . . . what’s the name of that hospital show
on ABC?”
McPherson pauses with a bite of flatiron steak
inches from his mouth. “You mean ‘Grey’s Anatomy’? It’s just the
number-one show in America.”
He’s stretching the truth a bit, though the show’s a solid hit.
Barely a month later, in May, McPherson would deploy it as a
pawn in a very public Hollywood chess match with Reilly. Move
no. 1: Reilly decides to schedule his heavily hyped new drama
“Studio 60 on the Sunset Strip” for Thursday at 9 p.m., opposite

CRAIG SJODIN /AMERICAN BROADCASTING COMPANIES, INC.
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No jacket required: ABC’s lineup has flourished under McPherson.
CBS’s powerful “CSI.” Move no. 2: McPherson responds by shifting “Grey’s Anatomy” to the same time slot. Move no. 3: Reilly
blinks, redeploying “Studio 60” to 10 p.m. Monday instead. TV
pundits oooh and aaah at the bold maneuvering.
But for the key players it was just business. Indeed, despite the
ruthless television ratings game—or maybe because of it—the
rivalry seems to have cemented their friendship. The Reillys and
McPhersons live not far from each other in Pacific Palisades and
share frequent Sunday night barbecues and annual Labor Day
weekend jaunts to Napa Valley. Jennifer LaCorte is close friends
SEPTEMBER / OCTO BER 2006
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Many mornings, as Reilly and McPherson rise and check their daily report
card—the overnight Nielsens—they’ll swap e-mail. ‘The good news about our
friendship is we don’t talk about the specifics of work,’ says McPherson. ‘It’s
always more like, “Can you believe how stressful this job is?” ’
with Cristan Reilly, and the two couples have even been known
to get together in New York City during the networks’ annual
“upfront” presentations for advertisers. “It’s nice to commiserate
or celebrate—depending on the day—with great friends,” says
LaCorte, who gave birth to the couple’s first child, a daughter, last
autumn. “And it’s especially nice to do so with people who understand the highs and lows of this town and industry.”
Many mornings, as Reilly and McPherson rise and check their
daily report card—the overnight Nielsens—they’ll swap e-mail.
“The good news about our friendship is we don’t talk about the
specifics of work,” says McPherson. “It’s always more like, ‘Can you
believe how stressful this job is?’ And even though we’re competing, it’s never really with each other. I’m doing my thing, he’s doing
his thing, and the rest of the industry is kind of in between us.”
But not always. Emile Levisetti recently shopped a half-hour
show called “In Case of Emergency,” and when NBC and ABC
were both interested, a bit of a bidding war erupted between Reilly
and McPherson. “It was the worst week of my life,” Levisetti
recalls, perhaps only slightly disingenuously. “Each one wanted to
win, and each was a close friend.” In the end, ABC prevailed, offering a six-episode commitment, but it never got personal.
“I expected to see a little more strain on their friendship,”
admits Levisetti. “But I’m impressed by how they try to be as fair
as they can with each other and respect each other while still understanding that, in a way, each one has to try to annihilate the other.”
Cristan Reilly prefers to see the TV industry as something
other than a zero-sum game. “Having Kevin and Steve in these
positions is just good for television,” she says. “I believe they both
know that, and that’s what makes it easy for them to be competitive at what they do and still maintain their friendship.”
Adds LaCorte, “At the end of the day, we know these jobs will
come and go, and we have a love and loyalty for the family friendship first.”
Of course, the bottom line is that television is ruled by the
bottom line. Network executives are essentially judged by three
criteria—quality, ratings, and financial success. Quality doesn’t
always translate into ratings, and, depending on the preference of
advertisers, lofty ratings aren’t necessarily a guarantee of profitability. So Reilly and McPherson are charged with navigating
between art and revenue.
“Certainly, there’s a taste meter, and there are definitely shows
that I would not put on the air,” says McPherson, whose network
offerings range from “Wife Swap” to the six-hour miniseries based
on the 9/11 Commission Report. “But a network isn’t an art
museum. It’s commerce. We all want to do the best creative work
we can and have people respond to it, but in the end television is
an advertising delivery system.”
“Ultimately, you’ll be judged on the product,” Reilly adds. “Yet
on any given day, everything—strategy meetings, press confer56
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ences, internal PR, meetings with talent—conspires to keep you
from focusing on that.”
Their jobs can also make them lightning rods for controversy.
McPherson entered the fray when a racy 2004 “Desperate Housewives” promo that aired during “Monday Night Football” led to a
national discussion on sex, race, and when it’s too early for raunchiness on TV. Last year, a police officer investigating the murder of
a federal judge on NBC’s “Law and Order” suggested putting out
an all-points bulletin for “somebody in a Tom DeLay T-shirt,” forcing Reilly to make a statement that “this isolated piece of gritty ‘cop
talk’ was neither a political comment nor an accusation.”
“If you’re putting on thousands of hours of programming a
year, invariably you’re going to step on a landmine along the way,”
says Reilly. “Frankly, the amazing thing is not that there are times
when you step over the line, but rather, with all that output, how
infrequently you do.”
But while some accuse television executives of pushing the
envelope too frequently, others condemn them for being behind
the curve, especially in reflecting changing American demographics. For example, Hispanics, who now represent one-seventh
of the U.S. population, still contribute only a tiny fraction of
primetime characters, though the networks have made steps to
appeal to Latino audiences recently. Last year ABC became the
first English-language broadcast network to make its entire regular primetime lineup available in Spanish through dubbing and
closed-captioning, an effort that earned McPherson the Televisionary Award from the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences
and the Diversity Award from the Directors Guild of America.
After chiding Reilly with a wink when the awards are mentioned (“Kevin doesn’t believe in diversity”), McPherson admits
that it’s just good business. “It’s a multicultural society,” he says.
“If you’re trying to get thirty million people to convene and watch
a show, you’re going to need a lot of access points.”
This, then, is the role of the network suit—juggling creative
urges and corporate caution, serving as the arbiter of fates while
being a company face, maintaining public optimism amid critical and political potshots, wading through the murk of celebrity
and technology and cultural taste. “It’s a fantastic job that is unbelievably dynamic, and you get to have such a wide range of experiences and meet a wide range of people and have such access and
cultural influence,” says Reilly. “And yet, you rarely have time to
actually enjoy it.”
Almost on cue, the bill comes. The two men split it, a sort of
fleeting détente between the alphabet network and the peacock.
They hand their tickets to the valet, say their farewells, and head
home to await tomorrow morning’s overnight ratings. C
Longtime CAM contributor BRAD HERZOG ’90 owns three televisions but not a single suit.
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Cornellians in Business
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DISHWASHERS

GRAPHIC DESIGN

ONLINE SOLUTIONS

58

CORNELL ALUMNI MAGAZINE

REAL ESTATE

058-060CAMSO06classif-cib

8/16/06

3:00 PM

REAL ESTATE (CONT’D)

Page 59

RESTAURANT BROKER

RARE COIN INVESTMENTS

FINE ART

INVESTMENT/FINANCIAL SERVICES

Want to Subscribe?
Cornell Alumni Magazine
is an award-winning,
bimonthly, independent
alumni magazine.
For more information, contact Sandra Busby
at slb44@cornell.edu or call
(607) 272-8530, ext. 33 or (800) 724-8458, ext. 33.
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Classifieds
RENTALS
The Caribbean/Mexico/Central America
ST. JOHN—Elegant, 2 bedrooms, beach nearby, pool,
spectacular view. (508) 668-2078. http://rentalo.com/6595/
beautifullarimar.html.
ANTIGUA—Luxurious villas overlooking Dickenson
Bay. Romantic/honeymoon getaway. Pool/spa. 1-800506-0067; www.antiguavilla.com.
PROVIDENCIALES—New www.CrystalSandsVilla.com!
On the Beach! 2-4 bedrooms from $2,200/week. (972)
747-7575.
PUERTO VALLARTA— Luxury estate accommodates
6 to 20; views, privacy, staff, pool, 4 Jacuzzis;
52-322-221-5018; nurbel@prodigy.net.mx; www.
casa-angela.com.
COSTA RICA—Pacific coast. Gorgeous luxury home, 3
AC bedrooms, 4 baths, pool, staggering ocean views,
sunsets, rain forest, surfing. $3,000/week. Discounted
longer rentals. www.bellacuesta.com.

Europe
PARIS 6th, LEFT BANK—Sunny, furnished 1 br. apt.
overlooking Seine. (212) 988-0838.
PARIS, SW FRANCE, PROVENCE—Comfortable apartments, homes, chateaux. www.FrenchHomeRentals.com;
fhr@earthlink.net; (503) 219-9190.
PROVENCE: DELIGHTFUL five bedrooms, facing Roman
theater. Pool, vineyard, Tuesday market. (860) 672-6607;
www.frenchfarmhouse.com.

WEBSITES

REAL ESTATE
LiveSouth.com—Find and compare luxury gated, golf,
oceanfront, and mountain communities throughout the
South at www.LiveSouth.com.

TRAVEL/TOURS
NEW ZEALAND—We specialize in small, intimate
group travel to New Zealand. Blend cultural, adventure,
and wildlife experiences during the day with fine dining
and cozy lodges at night. Black Sheep Touring.
1-800-206-8322; usinfo@blacksheeptouring.co.nz;
www.BlackSheepTouring.co.nz.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
BE THE BOSS! Ithaca business, long established, profitable and vibrant . . . seeks buyer or equity partner to buy
out over time. If you have a hankering to own a business
and enjoy a nice lifestyle in a great place . . . contact
ithacabiz@gmail.com.

ANTIQUARIAN BOOKS

PERSONALS
For a really good time join Science Connection, the network for people who can have fun and analyze it, too.
www.sciconnect.com.

SMART IS SEXY
Date fellow graduates and faculty of the Ivies,
Seven Sisters, MIT, Stanford, medical schools and
some others. More than 5,500 members. All ages.

THE RIGHT STUFF
800-988-5288 www.rightstuffdating.com

PRB&M (The Philadelphia Rare Books &
Manuscripts Company)—Early books of Europe &
the Americas, other rarities as chance may supply.
Members ABAA/ILAB. Visit us at www.prbm.com.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Inkwater Press seeks fiction, nonfiction, and poetry for book publication, royalties, (503) 968-6777,
www.inkwaterpress.com

Reserve your space today in

The Finger Lakes
Marketplace
A special advertising section
in the November/December 2006 issue
For more information, visit our website at
www.cornellalumnimagazine.com
or contact Alanna Downey, Advertising Representative
Phone: 800-724-8458 or 607-272-8530, ext. 23
E-mail: ad41@cornell.edu
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Nominations Sought for
Vanneman Class Leader Award

O

ne of Cornell’s strengths
is the commitment of its
alumni, many of whom
continue to serve the University for decades after graduation.
These alumni include more than
1,600 class officers who organize reunions, create scholarship funds, plan
regional activities, and otherwise keep
classmates connected with each other
and with Cornell.
In 2005, the Cornell Association
of Class Officers (CACO) established
the William “Bill” Vanneman ’31 Outstanding Class Leader Award to recognize class leaders who have provided
long-term exemplary service to the
University and to their individual
classes. The award, which is presented
at CACO’s annual meeting, is named
in honor of Bill Vanneman ’31, who
has served his class tirelessly for more
than seventy-five years and continues
to volunteer today. Vanneman was the
first recipient of the award. In 2006, it
was presented to Jim Hanchett ’53.
CACO is now seeking nominations
for the 2007 Vanneman Award. Cornellians are invited to nominate past and
present officers who have celebrated their
30th Reunion and have worked actively
for a sustained period on behalf of their
graduating class. Recipients are selected
solely on the basis of their contributions
as class leaders. For additional information and a nomination form, please
visit www.alumni.cornell.edu/caco. To

be considered for
the 2007 award,
nominations must
be received by November 15.
Take this opportunity to recognize one of the
many unsung heroes whose hard
work on behalf of
his or her class is a
tribute to Cornell
and an inspiration
to fellow alumni.
Award winner: Bill Vanneman ’31, a Cornell volunteer
for more than seventy-five years

Zinck’s
International
Spirit of
Night

October 19, 2006

Join other Cornellians around the world celebrating the 2006 International Spirit of Zinck’s Night. You may be thousands of miles from
Cornell, but you can feel just steps away from the Hill on Thursday,
October 19, by attending the Spirit of Zinck’s event nearest you. For
details, please visit: www.alumni.cornell.edu/zincks.
September / October 2006
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Regional Solutions for Regional Challenges
Alumni leaders from metro New York join forces

By Scott Pesner ’87
n June 3, thousands converged on Shea Stadium to
catch a New York Mets
doubleheader. An elite
group of Cornellians made the trip for
a more historic occasion: the first-ever
Cornell Metro New York Leaders’
Summit. Alumni leaders from around
the region gathered in the stadium’s
Diamond Club before the game to discuss common concerns and ways in
which the groups can work together.
More than two dozen officers attended, representing the Cornell clubs
of Fairfield County, Monmouth and
Ocean counties, Northern New Jersey,
Long Island, and Rockland County;
the Cornell alumni associations of
Princeton and of Westchester County;
and New York City ’s Cornell Club
Alumni Association Board (CCAAB).
Supported by a grant from the Cornell

O

Alumni Federation, the Summit was
conceived after evaluating feedback
from the organizations’ leaders.
The Summit talks revealed that
the metro New York alumni organizations often face the same challenges as
their counterparts nationwide, such as
how to recruit more volunteers for the
Cornell Alumni Admission Ambassadors Network and how to plan for
events and for leadership succession.
The unique location also poses
unique obstacles, such as how to attract
younger alumni who gravitate to events
and activities in New York City. However, metro New York also has its benefits: for one, the region’s small size and
dense population offer ample opportunity for collaboration among alumni
organizations. “The gathering was helpful because one club in the area may
be facing a problem that another has

already resolved,” said Leslie Nydick
‘85, CCAAB chair. “We also came up
with next steps so we’ll build on the
summit’s success.”
Those steps may include organizing joint events, such as one linked to
the Cornell-Columbia football game,
and a reception in the fall to welcome
Class of ’06 members who have moved
to the area. The Summit leaders agreed
to keep the lines of communication
open to better assist each other.
“I came away with new ideas for
events, and thoughts on including Cornell parents as well as sponsoring events
with neighboring alumni associations,”
said Laura Fratt ’81, co-president of the
Cornell Alumni Association of Westchester. “It was a great way to spend a
day with a terrific group of dedicated
Cornell volunteers and Cornell staff
who are committed to keeping Cornellians connected even after graduation.”
Scott Pesner ’87 is Cornell Alumni
Federation director from the Metro
New York Region.

Calendar
of Events
September 15 –
November 15, 2006
For updated information,
call the Office of Alumni Affairs,
(607) 255-3517
or visit us online at
www.alumni.cornell.edu

New York/Ontario

Express motorcoach service
between Cornell’s NYC and
Ithaca campuses featuring wide,
reclining seats, wireless internet,
power outlets, and snacks, soft
drinks, coffee, and tea.
To book your trip call Cornell
Transportation Services at
607-255-4628, or visit the web
at www.c2cbus.com.

CC/Genesee-Orleans, Oct. 21—Outing to Brown’s
Berry Patch, Waterport. Contact Melissa George,
585/343-5453.

Northeast
CC/Boston, Sept. 14—Young alumni gathering, Clery’s
Bar & Restaurant, Boston. Contact Lynn Vitiello,
LMV10@cornell.edu.
CC/Boston, Sept. 25—Member appreciation party,
Cornell Club. Contact Jens Kullmann, jtk2@cornell.edu.
CC/Cape Cod, Oct. 4—Luncheon. Contact Art or
Georgia Gast, a.f.gast@adelphia.net, 508/888-1836.
CC/Northeast, Oct. 7—Join Pres. Skorton, pre-game
gathering, Harvard. Contact Bob Wolcott, rw50@cornell.
edu, 617/557-4168.
Northeast Regional Office, Oct. 10—Boston alumnae
dinner, Andover Inn, Andover. Contact Bob Wolcott,
rw50@cornell.edu, 617/557-4168.
Cornell Annual Fund, Oct. 23—Boston Phonathon,
Goldman Sachs, financial district, Boston. Contact
Jeff Lee, JCL48@cornell.edu.

Alma Matters
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Cornell Annual Fund, Nov. 8—Hartford Phonathon,
Accenture, Hartford. Contact Eric Fairchild, eric.d.
fairchild@accenture.com.
Northeast Regional Office, Nov. 9—Young alumni
gathering, Beantown Pub, Boston. Contact Melissa
Dibella, mcd21@cornell.edu.
Northeast Regional Office, Nov. 13—Boston alumnae
dinner, the Elephant Walk, Waltham. Contact Bob Wolcott, rw50@cornell.edu, 617/557-4168.

Mid-Atlantic
Cornell Hotel Society, Sept. 30—Weekend at Hotel
Hershey, Hershey, Pennsylvania. Contact Mark DeWitt
Lanyon, braveheart60@juno.com, 610/742-2077.
Class of 1957, Oct. 10—Pre-50th Reunion get-together, Colonial Williamsburg. Contact Jan Cole, jcole195@
aol.com, 703/550-9369.

Midwest
Minority Alumni Programs, Sept. 30—Cornell Mosaic Conference. Contact Renee Alexander, rta3@
cornell.edu, 607/255-4173.
CC/Chicago, Oct. 6—First Friday wine tasting: A Taste
of Argentina, KAFKA Wine Company, Lakeview. Contact Phyllis Richardson, pdr8@cornell.edu.

Southeast
CAA/Charlotte, Sept. 19—Pub quiz, Ri-Ra. Contact
Christine Goodell, ceramjobs@aol.com, 803/831-6001.
CC/Sarasota-Manatee, Nov. 9—Guest speaker John
Jorgensen, president and founder of Sylint Group, will
discuss cyber-crime and its threat to you and your
family. Luncheon at Michael’s on East. Contact James
Billings, jrb6341@earthlink.net, 941/366-3125.

Western

CEAA Engineering
Conference
Impact of
Globalization on
Business and
Technology

CC/Los Angeles, Sept. 16—A day at the Getty Museum with Frank Robinson, director of the Johnson
Museum. Contact Curtis Reis, creis@allbank.com.
CEN, Sept. 21—Panel discussion: “Changes in the
Content, Marketing, and Distribution of Entertainment.” Panelists are: Alex Gartner, producer, Mosaic
Media Group; Neal Rothman, director of strategic
planning, Twentieth Century Fox; and Adrian Sexton,
vice president of digital media, Lionsgate. The moderator is Derek Schaffner, managing director of brand
integrity and intellectual property, Diligence. Contact
Justine Schaffner, js536@cornell.edu.

April 19-21, 2007
Cornell University Campus

CAA/Northern California, Sept. 23—SparkPLUG
Network women’s retreat, the Dream Space, Oakland.
Learn more at www.sparkplugnetwork.com. Contact
Monica Flores, msf4@cornell.edu, 510/663-5351.

•
•
•
•

CAA/Northern California, Sept. 30—Wine tasting,
wineries in Napa and Sonoma counties. Contact Brett
Owens, rettmowens@yahoo.com, 925/324-1483.
CC/Los Angeles, Oct. 18—Annual phonathon, Sotheby’s International Realty, Brentwood. Contact Richard
Stearns, 310/481-4334.

Speakers from both Industry and
Cornell University
Networking
College awards banquet
Kickoff Thursday with the
Entrepreneur of the Year talk and
dinner

Sponsored by the CEAA/Cornell
Engineering Alumni Association and
Cornell University College of Engineering

Minority Alumni Programs, Nov. 11—Cornell Mosaic
Conference. Contact Renee Alexander, rta3@cornell.
edu, 607/255-4173.

Click the conference link at
www.ceaa.cornell.edu for more
information
contact: Jeanne Subialka
phone: 607-255-9920
email: jms20@cornell.edu
Join the Cornell Engineering Alumni
Association, founded in 1905

International
Cornell Hotel Society/Germany, Nov. 3—Chapter
meeting, Munich. Contact Thomas Tritschler, tkt@
tritschler-associates.com, 49 8858 929 198.
Cornell Hotel Society/Japan, Nov. 13—WasedaCornell Hospitality Seminar, Rihga Royal Hotel, Tokyo.
Contact Satoko Ban, hisyog@greenhouse.co.jp.

September / October 2006
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Reports of Reunion Classes

CRC

If you averaged the 90-degreeplus temps of Reunion 2005
with the windblown 40s and
50s of Reunion 2006, you’d come out with some
truly rare June days. But it is not the Ithaca climate
that pulls the Continuous Reunion Club back. It’s
the desire to reune more than just once every five
years. Today’s members answer the same call as
the original 13, who would found an institution—
CRC—where everybody can return every year.
This year, about 100 celebrated CRC’s 100th
Reunion. Established in 1906, CRC has been on
campus longer than the Straight, Balch, Schoellkopf, and Barton Hall. It has been around about
as long as Cornell has been called the Big Red.
(The football song, “The Big Red Team,” written
by Romeyn Berry 1904 in 1906, was the inspiration. Big Red meant Cornell long before upstarts
like Oklahoma and Nebraska latched onto it.)
For nearly 20 of its 100 years, CRC has convened at Holland International Living Center,
Low Rise 8 (named for Jerome “Brud” Holland
’39, MS ’41), out past the freshman dormitories
on the North Campus—a healthy stroll from the
Arts Quad reunion tents. Once again, it was
home to vigorous exchanges of opinion, early
and late. Many conversations picked up where
they left off a year ago.
Returnees and guests from the Athletics
department mixed at the annual CRC lunch Friday at the Statler Ballroom. The senior, and honorary, member, longtime baseball and freshman
football coach Ted Thoren, winner of 541 baseball games, recalled other times and revelers who
had gone before. He evoked unforgettable characters he’s encountered in his 50 years in the
fold: Hosea Cushman “Ho” Ballou ’20, trainer
Frank Kavanagh, Howie Hall ’29, and Joe
Driscoll ’44, MBA ’49, to mention but a few of
those who helped shape CRC. Ted also shared a
controversial view or two.
Following its long-standing practice of supporting less-visible Big Red teams, CRC presented a check to women’s equestrian coach
Chris Mitchell, its 30 riders, and its four horses.
Andy Noel, the Meakem-Smith Director of
Athletics and Physical Education, praised the
players and coaches of today’s Big Red teams. In
the past four years, Cornell won seven Ivy League
titles in both 2002-03 and 2003-04, eight in 200405, and nine this year. He said the recent success
“has been built on the backs of alumni.” Football
coach Jim Knowles ’87, whose teams have earned
new respect, called attention to the wristbands at
each place setting, emblazoned with his four core
values for his Big Redders as they strive for the
top: Commitment. Pride. Unity. Toughness. His
players, “whether they played every game or rode

64

CORNELL ALUMNI MAGAZINE

the bench all year, all still came to the program
with the same heart and commitment,” he said.
They are part of the ever-growing tradition of
Cornell football, and “every person who comes
out of Cornell is part of something special.”
Andrea Dutcher, MILR ’87, who, Knowles
said, outdrives him from the back tees on the
golf course and could have been a golf pro, is the
director of the nonintercollegiate side of Cornell
athletics, like physical training and intramurals.
She provided what she called a look at “Recreational Services 101.” Two thousand people walk
through the doors of her domain, Helen Newman Hall, every day, she said. They swim, gym,
bowl, and participate in a wellness program.
Some 62 intramural ice hockey teams occupy
her ice at night, and there are a goodly number
of inner tube water polo teams.
Gerry Grady ’53 had the next-to-last words
with a succinct financial report. He called for a
moment of silence in memory of old CRC
hands lost in the past year: John Ayer ’47, Sid
Cox ’48, Lou Daukas ’44, Dick Kirwan ’53, and
Jack McCormick ’57. The chair, moi, closed the
proceedings with, “See you in the tents and at
the 101st Reunion next year.”
The torrents of spring swept away the traditional Thoren-Tom Ford alumni baseball game,
but the players suited up for a team photo and
it was made. Lee Morton ’54, recovering from
severe air crash injuries, threw out a ceremonial
first pitch. The barbecue went on as scheduled.
John Wardner ’79 and his alumni Hangovers
ensemble serenaded a busload of CRC folk with
“Spirit of Wisdom” as they debarked and filed
into Rogue’s Harbor, a 19th-century coach stop
up Route 34 in Lansing, for country dining Saturday night. There was more music from the
Hangovers and a quick look at the running of the
Belmont Stakes on the tube before a five-star dinner. Next stop was Cornelliana Night at Bartels
Hall, where CRC received public notice of its centennial. And so to the tents. Blue skies emerged
in the morning in time for the departures.
Many thanks to many people, particularly to
Margaret Gallo ’81, MBA ’81, Cathy Forster
Hogan ’70, and Kelly Woodhouse of Alumni
Affairs, Athletics’ Pete Orschiedt and Kathleen
Bolton, and to our outstanding reunion clerks
Rachel Flynn ’06 and Brandon Smetana ’06, to
name but a few. Guess we’ll do it again next year.
❖ Jim Hanchett ’53, 300 1st Ave., New York, NY
10009; e-mail, jch46@cornell.edu.



All FIVE of us who made it back to
our 75th Reunion (courtesy of the
loyal family members who drove
and “chaperoned” over the weekend)
ROBERT BARKER / UP
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Under cover: Tents were a necessity at Reunion
2006, but the wet weather didn’t dampen the spirits
of more than 4,000 returning alumni.
SEPTEMBER / OCTO BER 2006
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missed every one of you who did not celebrate
with us. Believe us! It was a Grand Affair! The
always cheerful (and eye-full) Alumni Office
staff was most helpful and attentive to our needs
and wishes. The other reuning classes in the
“one” and “six” digits were very generous in honoring us individually and collectively as the oldest class returning this year. The following ’31ders
stood to be introduced individually by Mary
Berens ’74, Director of Alumni Affairs, to the
Saturday evening Cornelliana Night audience:
Ethel Bache Clark, Myrtle “Toots” Uetz Felton,
Ruth Laible Tallmadge, Rosemary Hunt Todd,
and your class president and correspondent.
Our program started with a shared reception
with the Classes of ’36, ’41, and ’46, at which we
older classes were honored by the presence of
President Emeritus Frank Rhodes, Interim President Hunter Rawlings, and incoming President
David Skorton and all three of their charming
wives! The ensuing dinner with ’36 was a Statler
“special.” The usual Thursday evening Savage Club
Concert was lively and well received by a capacity
audience. Friday morning we shared a really early
breakfast with the Class of ’36. President Rhodes
was so kind as to get up even earlier in order to
join us and give us some of his usual well-chosen
words. The All-Alumni lunches on Friday and
Saturday gave us a chance to mingle with the
younger classes—and “cruise” the many booths
set up around Barton showing all that’s new on
the Hill and allowing us to visit with old friends
(like those at this Cornell Alumni Magazine that
has served us so well since our graduation).
At the Friday dinner, chairman of the Board
of Trustees Peter Meinig ’61 (son of our own
’31der Carl Meinig) and his lovely wife (Cornell
leaders and CEOs are very adept at acquiring
very attractive wives—incoming President Skorton is following the tradition we can remember
from our days with Daisy Farrand!) joined us
and spoke a few kind words. Saturday . . . well,
up to now I have been able to avoid using the
Ithaca weather “R” word, but now I must report
that the Saturday Alumni Baseball Game was
rained out. In fact, it rained hard most of the
weekend, but we were indoors most of the time
and did very well. Then came our Saturday dinner in the new Beck Atrium at the southeast corner of the Hotel school building—an enormous
glass-enclosed open space all the way to top—
and there we sat enjoying more Statler goodies
with a beautiful blue sky and a tiny patch or two
of fluffy clouds over Barton Hall! “If you don’t
like Ithaca weather, wait a minute.” ❖ Bill
Vanneman, 237 N. Main St. #250, S. Yarmouth,
MA 02664-2088, tel., (508) 760-4250; e-mail,
ggrampi@yahoo.com.



Dear classmates: Your correspondent for this Reunion Report is
Bill Bebbington, PhD ’40, and I
live in Evans, GA. My first problem in attending our 70th was getting to Ithaca!
Since I am 90 and no longer drive, I relied on a
very good local limousine service to get me to
Atlanta, from which I could fly to Syracuse.
(Shortly before reaching the airport we flew over
both Seneca and Cayuga lakes.) When I had
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claimed my luggage, I had another pleasant limousine ride to Cornell. It was good to pass
through the pretty and prosperous dairy farms
and enter the campus from the north, past the
university heating plant.
The agriculture and veterinary campuses
were unfamiliar to me, but the new buildings are
handsome modern structures that are attractively
landscaped and planted. The old campus looks,
with one exception, the same as when I was a
student. The buildings, built in 1865-67, appear
just as they were when they were built and when
we were students there. A close look at Sage Hall,
however, would reveal that there are no interior
floors or partitions. It is an atrium. My wife had
lived in Sage Dormitory her first two years!
To get rid of an unpleasant matter at the
outset, the weather was just that—clouds, mist,
and light rain. I had a patch of sun on my carpet for about 15 minutes on Thursday, but on
Sunday afternoon it was bright enough so that I
could retake some drab pictures and visit the
Plantations, north of Beebe Lake, where the rhododendrons were in full, glorious bloom.
The alumni of ’31, ’36, and ’41 were quartered in the Statler Hotel, between East Avenue
and Barton (the Drill Hall). The Statler is the
“teaching” hotel for the Hotel school and adjoins
a building that houses classrooms and rooms
that can be used for meetings and for dining.
Since there were so few of the ’36ers, our class
funds covered hotel expenses. I was fortunate in
that Jean Sherwood Williams, a classmate of
mine and my wife Barbara “Bobby” (Wilson),
and Jean’s daughter Jean Williams Peters ’63
had the room next to mine on the sixth floor of
the Statler. We ate and attended many of the
class functions together.
Other than Jean I knew only Harry Bovay,
the reunion chairman, who had been a tentmate
at ROTC camp. A distinguished citizen, outstanding alumnus, and generous benefactor,
Harry most recently made a lead gift to the Civil
Engineering school toward the construction and
implementation of the Civil Infrastructure Laboratory Complex. On Saturday morning of
Reunion Weekend, the newly named Harry E.
Bovay Jr. Civil Infrastructure Complex at Cornell was dedicated following the Civil Engineering school breakfast. Construction is expected to
be completed by the end of the summer. The $4
million Phase I goal was reached thanks to
Harry’s lead gift and challenge to other CE
alumni. Congratulations, Harry, on this welldeserved honor.
From the editors: Altogether, there were
about 20 of you at Reunion this year, and we
would like to hear from you, too. Stanley Metzger, JD ’38, for one, participated in the class
activities and also enjoyed a memorable breakfast and tour of the Law school with dean Stewart Schwab. Send your Reunion recollections to
the alumni magazine, either by US Mail or by email to the Class Notes Editor, and have your
words published in this space also. We and your
classmates look forward to hearing from you. ❖
Class of ’36, c/o Cornell Alumni Magazine, 401
East State St., Suite 301, Ithaca, NY 14850; e-mail,
adr4@cornell.edu.



Allene Cushing Knibloe and Bill
Webber put together a superb
65th Reunion for 43 members of
the Great Class of 1941 and guests.
We thank them both. Cornell was beautiful in
the rain, and many landmark buildings remain,
with Bailey Hall undergoing renovation. There
are magnificent new buildings and student
accommodations, especially those for freshmen
that would take this whole column to describe.
The gorgeous views still remain!
This was a bittersweet reunion. I became your
class correspondent because of the death on June
5 of dear friend Dorothy Talbert Wiggans, who
had filled this post most ably for many years. We
had planned to have breakfast together at MVR
on Saturday. Instead I placed a rose for Dot in the
vase at the Sage Chapel Memorial Service. Others
in our class were also remembered in this way.
Thursday’s dinner brought a special welcoming speech from our beloved honorary class
member President Emeritus Frank Rhodes, there
with his wife Rosa, and a personal greeting to
everyone there. The Savage Club show followed
dinner and, as usual, “wowed” us with their
many talents including those of our own Julian
Smith and pianist Ed Clute.
Our class meeting on Friday morning featured the election of new officers: President Jean
Way Schoonover, VPs Bob Mueller and Eleanor
Slack Randles, MS ’78, Treasurer Bill Webber,
and Cornell Annual Fund Reps Robert Brunet
and Eddie Burgess Bartholomew. They were all
thanked for accepting these positions and for
past service, along with Alice Sanderson Rivoire,
MS ’48, and John Dowswell who were not at
reunion. Later in the week, Warner Lansing,
PhD ’49, and I agreed to be class correspondents, and Allene Knibloe and Dave Ketchum
agreed to be reunion co-chairs. Henry “Hank”
Heimlich, MD ’43 (of the famous Heimlich
Maneuver) was asked for an update on his work.
Since 1974 this procedure has saved at least
50,000 lives, including those of famous people—
President Reagan among them. His current
research involves cancer and AIDS. In Africa he
found that children and women with AIDS who
contracted malaria lived longer than those with
only AIDS. Keep us posted, Hank.
We were delighted to see chimesmaster Dick
Lee and his charming wife Laurie and to learn
that there would be a special chimes recital of his
works on Saturday. Dick also conducted another
of his songs at Cornelliana Night. At Friday’s dinner Frank “Bud” Finneran gave us the “true 5th
down story” (Cornell-Dartmouth, Oct. 1940),
and Lou Conti attested to the facts, as well as
reporting that the Kavanagh Fund now stands at
$1,110,000! Betty Turverey Cornish related the
means by which she became, as a rifle expert, the
first woman at Cornell to receive an ROTC certificate. Any connection to becoming a stockbroker later, Betty? Also at the dinner, Jack Sterling contributed a Cornell ’41 banner.
Other highlights included the Olin Lecture
by Pulitzer Prize winners Sheryl WuDunn ’81
and her husband Nicholas Kristof, with data on
the impact of China on the economic and social
changes in the world and the need for more US
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involvement in the tragic genocide in Darfur. The
class accommodations in the Statler Hotel were
excellent, as was the van and bus service. Saturday’s superb final dinner was at Banfi’s, with Julian
Smith leading our group singing. Interim President Hunter Rawlings gave his address, detailing
the many new programs in bio- and nanotechnology; he will return to teaching the classics.
Lunches in Barton Hall were not quite the same
without our ’41 marching band led by Ray Kruse,
but the Class of ’46 attempted to carry on the tradition. The Human Ecology breakfast had to be
moved inside because of rain, but was delicious
and gave us a chance to meet and hear from Dean
Lisa Staiano-Coico, PhD ’81, about the programs
of the college. She also was one of four speakers
at the Joint College Forum featuring Cornell’s
women in science.
Last but certainly not least was the opportunity to meet our new President, Dr. David J.
Skorton, and his wife, Dr. Robin Davisson, who
were present at many of the events and appeared
to be enjoying them all. Welcome from the Class
of 1941. PAX VOBISCUM. ❖ Shirley Richards
Darmer, 20 Haddington Lane, Delmar, NY
12054; e-mail, kid12054@aol.com.



Imagine—our 60th Reunion is
over! We had four days to play
“Joe College” and act 20 again.
Now it will take several issues to
tell you about it. First, I want you to know you
missed a great one, planned by Mavis Gillette
Sand. She had been reunion chair since about our
35th Reunion. This time Bill Farrell co-chaired.
Thursday, June 8, Phil Kennedy ’47, MEE
’48, and I arrived at the Statler Hotel (we waited
60 years for this) about 11 a.m., to be greeted by
our fabulous clerks Theresa D’Andrea ’07 and
Sade McDougal ’08. They managed to answer
all our questions and “got us to the church on
time.” The first classmates hugged and kissed us
(there was a lot of that). Our first greeters were
Mavis and Pat Kinne Paolella (Pat and I met in
Risley dorm in 1942). We all went to the ’46
social room where our clerks hung the 12 official reunion photos from the Baby Reunion in
1948 through our 55th in 2001. The rest of us
scattered our albums on the table (before the
weekend ended there were over 20 there to
peruse). Next to enter the scene were Bernie and
Marie Dicker Haas, Pete, ME ’48, and Ann
Verna, Paul Levine, Louise “Weexie” Greene
Richards, PhD ’65, Jerry and Ann Finch, and
Bill ’50 and Aleta Getman Huston. I will try to
restrict my news to the women and let Paul
write about the men.
In typical Ithaca weather (drizzle), 33 of us
set out on our 2 p.m. tour of campus. Our first
stop was Sapsucker Woods. Assistant Director
Scott Sutcliffe ’75 showed us the 2003 building
and a video. Then Mike White ’07 conducted
our 35-minute riding tour of campus to see the
30 new buildings in various stages of construction. Our driver, Ed Eggers ’70, drove to the next
stop, Frank Rhodes Hall Theory Center. The halfhour tour was extended to one hour, which made
us late for the reception for President Rawlings
and President-elect Skorton, but everyone agreed

that “the Theory Center went over their 80-yearold heads.” Both our past (Sam Miller) and
present (Lloyd Slaughter) class presidents led us
into dinner in the Atrium at the Statler. After
dinner some of us managed to slip away for the
Savage Club Show. That fantastic show lasted
over two hours.
Friday we met for breakfast at the Statler.
Some hardy souls went on the tour of Mann
Library (on the Ag campus) at 11:30 a.m. and
the Olin Lecture at 3 p.m., but my walker and
cane took a break so I can’t report on any of
those. Buses took us to the Ag Quad, where we
had lunch under a tent. Pres. Emeritus Frank
Rhodes and wife Rosa joined over 80 of us for a
picnic. He can still deliver a rousing address. The
weather kept drizzling and we continued eating.
Our banquet and election were held at the
Biotech building. Most of us abandoned our
reunion costume of tote bag and visored hat to
“doll up”—most ladies in dresses and men in
suits. Mavis hired a pianist from Brockport to
entertain us during our dinner and back at the
Statler for a sing-along. They tell me the singing
lasted until past midnight.
Saturday was my long-awaited day. A lift bus
transported my wheelchair to the State of the
University address given by President Rawlings
at Newman Arena in Bartels Hall. We ate lunch
at Barton Hall and held our band-led parade
around the arena one time, followed by our class
photo. Some attended the memorial service at
Sage Chapel. Our dinner was at the Statler, where
we listened to a trio during dinner followed by
“true college tales” submitted by classmates. Dottie Taylor Prey and Paul Levine wrote some new
stanzas to the “Song of the Classes” and performed it for us at dinner and Cornelliana Night
(Paul has promised to put it in the news soon).
Some hardy souls sang again at the Statler.
Sunday, we bid adieu at breakfast and claimed
we’d be back in 2011 for our 65th. Make your
reservations early! ❖ Elinor Baier Kennedy, 9
Reading Dr., Apt. 302, Wernersville, PA 19565;
tel., (610) 927-8777.
Tales from our 60th in ’06—Ithaca is cool.
Even the weather was cool, despite global warming. With so much to do, see, and feel, weather
was secondary.
Your reporter maximized his Cornell experience, arriving from California on the preceding
Sunday as sole representative of the earliest class
attending Cornell’s Adult University (CAU). Our
seminar covered the US presidency from Woodrow Wilson to the present. We soaked in insights
from outstanding distinguished professors and historians Walter LaFeber and Joel Silbey, and gueststars Richard Polenberg and Fredrik Logevall. We
know much more, but realize solutions to Mideast
turmoil will not be easy. CAU is a magnificent
add-on as a precursor to your 65th in 2011.
There also were many learning experiences
during Reunion. We visited the Ornithology Lab,
a leading force in the study and conservation of
birds. At www.birds.cornell.edu/, participate at
any level or even keep current on avian flu. Mann
Library is expanding, while operating at a very
high level. Soon it will be able to shelve all its

books and provide for future acquisitions and
expansion. Mann now provides laptops when its
first floor fixed stations are full. It supports the Ag
college and the Hum Ec college. Many Mann
resources are available worldwide at www.mannlib.
cornell.edu. The Space Sciences Building (www.
astro.cornell.edu/) had thrilling astronomical
news. Cornell is partnering with Caltech. They
plan a 25-meter infrared telescope, 16,500 feet
high, in the Atacama Desert of northern Chile
for 2012 completion. It will address leading edge
questions on cosmic origins.
Cornell is planning for the future but is still
improving and upgrading its other facilities to
remain top grade in the interim. Many other fantastic departments of our world-class university
competed for our attention. Readers can find
them independently.
Reunion had many other aspects. We’ll report
one, saving the rest for next issue. We had seven
memoir and two parody entries for our contests.
The plan was to have contestants read their work
Saturday night before Cornelliana Night. Most
memorable memoir was the X-rated “Pro Stop”
by Robert Joseph Nist (Gulfport, FL; bobnist@
msn.com). Bob and his V-12 roommate had each
received “Dear John” letters in the previous week.
Together, seeking revenge against their former
fiancées, they went on liberty to the seediest dives
in Ithaca. They picked up two very young women
equally eager to work out their own frustrations
that evening. It was beautifully written, but left
zero to the imagination. When I called on Bob to
read his work, I suggested he tone it down. But he
misunderstood and read every last word. Interestingly, our ’46 women handled the language
and content far better than the men.
TO PUBLISH YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS,
e-mail it to me. Include your name and city and
state of residence. Send news to: ❖ Paul Levine,
31 Chicory Lane, San Carlos, CA 94070; tel.,
(650) 592-5273; e-mail, PBL22@cornell.edu. Class
website, http://classof46.alumni.cornell.edu.



The Class of ’51 can be very proud
of their 55th Reunion. We exceeded
our target of $5.1 million and 50
percent participation, with $6.5 million in donations to the Cornell Annual Fund by
472 classmates. Participants in the Cayuga Society, whose 90 members rank second in all-time
participation, pledged another $3 million. We set
a new record for 55th Reunion Tower Club givers
at 70, as well as class participation records.
Beyond that, Bill Kay donated $10 million, tentatively planned to enhance the major additions
to residential halls on campus. Both Hunter
Rawlings and David Skorton came to our class
banquet in Willard Straight to congratulate us on
our generosity, and President Rawlings announced
Bill Kay’s gift in his State of the University address
the next day. Bill and wife Brit now have a granddaughter, Sada Dumont ’07, at Cornell, the
fourth generation for their family—“something
that makes me quite proud,” says Bill.
Officers for the next five years were elected:
Bill Kay, president; Charles Mund and Jane Haskins Marcham, co-vice-presidents; Jane Marcham,
membership contact; Barry Nolin, webmaster;
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Guy “Trev” Warfield III and Joan Ruby Hanpeter,
Cornell Annual Fund representatives; Peg Healy
McNulty, secretary and class historian; and Shelly
Epstein Akabas and Stephen Rounds, reunion
chairs. Robert “Rip” Haley chaired the nominating committee. Jack Howell and Brad Bond retain
their jobs as treasurer and class correspondent.
We’ve had a slew of new news from people
we have not heard from before. Margaret Crawford Fay writes from Berkeley, CA, that she’s sorry
she would have to miss the 55th Reunion.“It’s too
close to a Fay family reunion celebrating 350 years
since John Fay arrived on these shores. We’ll meet
at Marlborough, MA, late June.” Anne Flannery
Davidson checks in from Margate City, NJ, with
husband Donald and no news. Letitia Ann Hayes
from West Milford, NJ: “I’m pretty much wheelchair-bound so I won’t be getting to reunion, but
I’m looking forward to reading about it in the
Alumni News.” Pete Fithian, Honolulu, missed the
55th Reunion because of an age-old conflict with
prep school reunion, where he brought real flower
leis from the Islands for classmates and wives.
Josef Lemmen retired from a landscaping/nursery/garden center/irrigation business on
Long Island to move to N. Fort Myers, FL, where
he sings baritone solos with various churches, the
symphony, and a mastersingers chorus. He and
wife Janet enjoy traveling: UK, Norway, China,
Russia, Germany, and Poland. Maurice Perreault
has retired from both military and corporate
work and moved from Hedgesville, WV, to Richmond, VA, with wife Frances. They travel coastto-coast visiting offspring. Lois Sanow Widom,
Santa Cruz, CA, is happily retired from the
Cabrillo Stroke Center and is indulging her interest in modern architecture, travel, and study. Two
daughters went to Cornell: Barbara Widom Wilson ’79, now a doctor in Colorado, and Jennifer
Widom, PhD ’87, a professor at Stanford.
Richard and Billie Jean Manion moved
from Melbourne, FL, back to Grovetown, GA, to
escape hurricanes and be near Augusta’s Masters
Tournament and politics. Dick retired as director of department strategy at the US Army
Command and General Staff College. “Thankfully,” he says, “both of us are in reasonably good
health. Can’t make reunion because we will be
in Ireland.” They have eight children, 21 grandchildren, and three great-grandkids. He stays in
touch with Bill Wesson, MBA ’54, retired president of International Scott Paper.
Robert J. Williams, PhD ’62, Goose Creek,
SC, spends winters in Vero Beach, FL, and attends
Elderhostels, most recently one in Chautauqua,
NY. Bob Ackerly, with two knee replacements
during the past two years, has returned to competitive tennis and, with wife Lin, lots of traveling:
Peru, Ecuador, and the Galapagos Islands, a
month on Maui, three weeks in New Zealand, and
weekends in Utah, Colorado, and New York City.
“While home, trying to keep up with our children
and grandchildren and the various San Diego
State athletics and social events keeps us busy.
Dick Darley and I get together now and then.”
Robert Morlath, Smithtown, NY, reports
marriage to Carole in 2004 and a move to a new
address that they are still fixing up half a year
later. Between them they have eight kids and 17
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grandchildren. George and Patricia Stitt Truell
’52, Williamsville, NY, are enjoying retirement
with three children and 11 grandchildren. B.
Allen Weiss writes from Allendale, NJ, that he is
still practicing general surgery (“One day I’ll get
it straight,” he says). He and Joan have three children—an MD and two RNs—and he enjoys skiing in winter and golf and tennis in better weather.
James and Ann Penney Ross, Kingston, RI,
retired as bed and breakfast owners ten years ago
and have enjoyed travel since: South America and
the Panama Canal most recently; Russia, Tunisia,
Australia, Indonesia, and England earlier. One of
their 11 children and her family has always lived
abroad. Altogether they have 31 grandchildren—
possibly a record for our class. Ann says family
and other activities—church choir and visitation,
hospice volunteer, bowling, photography club,
bridge groups, and gardening—keep them busy.
Egypt and the Nile are next in their travel plans.
Barry Nolin’s Class of ’51 Web page is
http://classof51.alumni.cornell.edu. Please send
your news to: ❖ Brad Bond, 101 Hillside Way,
Marietta OH 45750; tel., (740) 374-6715; e-mail,
bbond@ee.net.



When you have been to every
reunion and reported on most,
you cannot help but feel the
anticipation of another special
event in your life. Even if you don’t love Cornell
as much as I do, the ride onto the Hill, whether
it is your first time or 50th time, brings back
many memories and surprises.
A different aspect this year was the number
of people coming back for their 50th Reunion
that had never been back before. Among the 525
people (including spouses or significant others)
were classmates we hadn’t seen since graduation.
Considering our young age, everyone looked
great. What was more amazing is that 50 percent
of the attendees contributed something to Cornell. Thank you.
As they checked into the dorms and donned
their red jackets and white hats, there was a
renewal of the check-in line waiting for their
dorm room. Once we were there, most of us
were pleasantly surprised by the spaciousness and
convenience of the accommodations. The name
tags helped, as we HAVE changed a little over
the years and it was nice to easily recognize people who might have put on or taken off a little
weight or have a little less or more facial hair.
The warmth was real and overcame the typical Ithaca weather that has surrounded this college town. It did not seem to stop those who
took the Thursday wine tour that allowed many
of us to sip and warm up in the chilly afternoon.
Thanks to Phyllis Bosworth, it was a grand success. To top that was the lecture by Stacy Schiff,
who won the Pulitzer Prize for her biography of
Mrs. Vladimir Nabokov, Véra. Many of us had
taken courses from this fabled man, so it was
interesting to hear Stacy talk about him and his
family in such an intimate way. She was a great
speaker, and we are grateful that she was at our
reunion. Norm Turkish, MBA ’60, was kind and
generous enough to host the dinner on Thursday night. His food was wonderful and the many

tents on his property tried to keep out the pouring rain. Our hardy class did not complain, and
the camaraderie overcame all!
Friday dawned like Thursday, cold and rainy,
but who cared after a cup of coffee and muffin
in the dorms. It was on to the Performing Arts
Center for a discussion of the book that was read
by all freshmen, Things Fall Apart. The panel and
the questions were excellent and we thank everyone for their participation.
For me, one of the highlights of Reunion was
the video on Richard Meier prepared by Phil
’62, MArch ’65, and Maddy Gell Handler ’65. It
traced his life from his Cornell roots to being one
of the most honored architects in the world and
certainly one of our most illustrious classmates.
We were all so moved by this tribute, and by the
time Richard came up on the stage, his tears and
emotion were visible to all. No one loved Cornell more than Richard, and the number of his
fraternity brothers, including this writer, who
came to honor him bears testimony to the wonderful person he has always been. I particularly
enjoyed the poem that Curtis Reis, our beloved
ex-president, had composed for the occasion.
I heard that the discussion that continued in
the Arts Center on the art of being 70 was quite
interesting, but your reporter had to go on to a
luncheon for Richard that was held in front of Sibley Hall. As befitting him, it was quiet and low-key,
with wonderful remarks by the head of the Architecture school. A brief gallery talk inside Sibley
ended the afternoon program. Thanks to Roberta
Brown Silliman, M Ed ’57, and Barbara Barron
Starr for all their work on the 70s discussion.
The Friday night dinner was held in the Paleontology Museum on the other side of Cayuga
Lake. The drinks and “face time” were wonderful as we really got to talk to old friends for a
long time. I was happy to see Chuck Feeney and
Chuck Rolles with their respective spouses. I can’t
remember when either of them had returned, but
they both seemed to be enjoying themselves, and
we all welcomed them. Dinner was held out in a
tent in the courtyard of the museum, and classmates sat with old friends. Some went on to the
Savage Club show to hear the wonderful acts and
singing we have come to enjoy over the years.
Jon and Ginny MacDonald Lindseth had a
slide show about their outdoor activities over the
years, which the early risers enjoyed on Saturday
morning. To many, Interim President Hunter
Rawlings’s State of the University address was
masterful. Our class has always had a warm spot
in our heart for him and his wife, Elizabeth, and
we wish him well as he goes back to teaching.
Duffield Hall was the center for the large Saturday lunch. I attended the talk in the Johnson
Museum by Margot Lurie Zimmerman and husband Paul on their collection of modern Asian
art. It was very interesting and well attended.
The traditional lobster dinner was held
under a tent in the Plantations, and the crowd
overflowed the tent. Gail and I were particularly
pleased, along with other classmates, to meet
incoming president David Skorton and his wonderful wife, Robin Davisson. If first impressions
mean anything, the university is in for a big treat.
There was fine repartee between the incoming
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and outgoing presidents that was quite humorous. The speeches by Percy Edwards Browning,
Ernie Stern, and Curt Reis, among others, were
quite moving. Later in the evening, many classmates went on to the annual Cornelliana Night.
After a cold and soggy but lavish brunch
under the class tent, many of us attended the
memorial service led by William Greenawalt.
He echoed the sentiments of all of us in remembering those that are no longer here. Bill has a
gift for speaking that I hope we all get to enjoy
for many reunions to come.
So there we were, packing up our cars on
Sunday—as the sun finally came out—and wishing goodbye to our dear friends. Reunions are
always special no matter what the weather, because
in the long run it is we who made Reunion everything it was. The Super Class of 1956 will always
remain super in the annals of Cornell. I’ll see you
in 2011 when I will be have been writing this
darned column for over 50 years. Thank you,
classmates, and Ernie for your moving tribute.
We end this column by acknowledging
Percy Browning, Jim Quest, Ernie Stern, Carole
Thompson, and all those others that my clouded
mind might have failed to mention. Forgive me,
for I am almost 72 years young! Love you all. ❖
Stephen Kittenplan, 1165 Park Ave., New York,
NY 10128; e-mail, catplan@aol.com.



The rain came, the skies were gray,
and the temperature descended. A
note on our Reunion Headquarters door Saturday morning read,
“Temperature 40 degrees F—feels like 37!” The
enthusiasm and warmth of 262 classmates and
spouses were more than a match for Mother
Nature, though, and our spirits rose to the occasion. In all, 164 classmates attended, surpassing
last year’s 45th Reunion mark of 148 for the
Class of ’60. Our group was housed at the North
Townhouses, complete with air-conditioning—
although this was never, in fact, verified!
A host of events and lectures were on the
schedule, with some notable highlights. Friday
afternoon a reception for Cornell contributors
took place at the Hotel school. The Hotel students
outdid themselves with creative hors d’oeuvres
and guided tours through their labs. Newly appointed Cornell president David Skorton attended
and comfortably greeted the contributors as
though he had already been at Cornell for a long
time. Interim president Hunter Rawlings was also
in attendance along with our own Peter Meinig
’61. The atmosphere was upbeat and positive, a
marked change from a year earlier. Our class dinner was also held at the Statler, with fine food,
companionship, and Johnny Russo’s dance band.
Saturday morning, Glenn Altschuler, PhD ’76,
presented “All Shook Up? Cornell in the Not-SoNifty Fifties” at Baker Hall. In addition to a nostalgic trip to the past he also tested our memories
with the rallying cry, “Deane Malott should be
shot!” Not so nifty.
Our Class of ’61 picnic went off without a
hitch in the Johnson Art Museum Tent despite
challenging weather conditions. On cue, the
Hangovers materialized at the end of the meal to
regale us with their current a cappella selections.

Their performance was terrific and confirmed by
the applause of the group and the curtain calls.
One also reflects on the energy of youth that we’d
like to recapture ourselves. Following, we collectively trooped outside for the obligatory class picture. Miraculously, the skies parted and the sun
shone for a brief ten minutes, enough for a good
picture before the gray skies descended for the
remainder of the weekend.
Alice Cook House hosted our Saturday
reception and dinner. I believe the slogan “Bring
enough shrimp and they will come” is appropriate. Following dinner we staggered onto buses to
Bartels Hall and Cornelliana Night. The program
was rich in nostalgia, recognition, and great
music. President Skorton attended, accompanied
by his wife, Robin Davisson. The program concluded with the Men’s Choral Group led, on
bended knee, by our own Jon Greenleaf serenading Robin with “Good Night, Little Girl,
Good Night,” an old Cornell chestnut, but a sincere and endearing welcome to her and to her
new home on the Hill. After the Alma Mater and
some moist eyes, the group retreated to Reunion
Headquarters for wicked ice cream sundaes for
those with the courage and capacity.
Sunday morning broke gray, wet, and cold . . .
again. Fortunately, breakfast was in the adjacent
tent, and gratefully the coffee was hot. Class president Marshall Frank presided over the business
meeting, recognizing the many members that
contributed to our Reunion success. Frank
Cuzzi, MBA ’64, then proposed a slate of officers
for the next five years, and the candidates were
unanimously approved. A complete listing of the
new officers, including many new class advisors,
will be provided on the class stationery in the
next class letter, as well as on the class website,
www.cornell61.org.
The Class of ’61, under the leadership of Bill
Eaton, contributed $10,552,150 this reunion year,
with a total participation of 53 percent and 564
donors. The class has done a terrific job, and our
hats are off to Bill for his outstanding performance.
Several memorable moments come to mind
from the weekend. First, the Longest Distance
Traveled to Cornell award almost certainly belongs
to Larry and Rose Bortles. They journeyed from
the Philippines to Seattle, where they picked up a
car and drove to the campus. This couple shows a
real desire to be part of the ’61 crowd. Announced
at our formal banquet was the wedding anniversary of John Sobke and wife Marilyn. Forty years
to the date, John and Marilyn tied the knot.
Champagne was on ice at Reunion Headquarters to celebrate the occasion. Finally, Mort
Hodin was spied at the final breakfast wearing a
familiar Carnelian blazer. When asked if this was
his original freshman blazer he answered positively and, indeed, he looked just as trim 49 years
later. Congratulations, Mort.
Finally, we come to a changing of the guard
for class correspondents. After ten long and diligent years, David Kessler is relinquishing his
position as he assumes his new role as Executive
VP. Our entire class extends its thanks to David
for his fine contribution. We continue with two
new correspondents, alternating every other issue.
Your input can be e-mailed to Joanna McCully

or me. ❖ Doug Fuss, dougout@attglobal.net;
Joanna McCully, joannacelticlady@aol.com.



It was cold. It Ithacated on and
off for two and a half days. It
was fabulous! Reunion was all
we were promised and more.
Alice Katz Berglas and the TEAM ’66 Committee did a terrific job. This was no ordinary group.
Over 120 classmates and their friends devoted
time, talent, and effort to make this weekend a
success. A special thanks to Rolf Frantz, who
handled registration, and to Sue Stern Korn, who
helped our affinity groups contact classmates to
return for Reunion. It was a huge group effort
and our thanks go out to everyone involved.
Staying in Becker House was special. Our five
class clerks really helped things run smoothly.
Thank you, Alice, for all you have done—and
are doing—for our class.
Two hundred classmembers returned for
Reunion; 30 of them had never before attended a
reunion. I think we have spoiled them. We availed
ourselves of some of the jewels of Cornell, starting with a tour of the Straight and a presentation
of First Person Cornell, a compilation of letters of
Cornell students over the decades, from 1868 to
the present, edited by Carol Kammen; walking
tours; our wonderful Forum with Prof. Glenn
Altschuler, PhD ’76; and “Wine Discovery Camp.”
The camp was led by Prof. Thomas Henick-Kling
of the Geneva Agricultural Experiment Station
and classmate Ronnie Barrett Lacroute, an owner
of Oregon’s Willakenzie Estate Winery. Now I
know why the reds need to breathe!
We also wined and dined at favorite campus
spots including Straight Terrace, Cornell Plantations, our ’66 Beebe Beach, and Duffield Hall
atrium. We danced to a fabulous rock-and-roll
band and had breakfast at the Johnson Museum
with President Rawlings and President-elect Skorton, followed by a tour of “Treasures on Paper:
Alumni Gifts to the Collection” led by Frank
Robinson, director of the Johnson Museum.
Many of these works on paper were donated to
the Johnson by ’66 classmates. We were also serenaded by alumni of the Sherwoods, including
four who are ’66ers.
There was time to attend university events.
There was time to sit and talk to old friends, new
friends, and people we “sort of ” knew 40 years
ago but wished we had known better. There was
time to reflect on, and remember, the special
people and events of the Sixties that are meaningful to each of us. Alice and her helpers came
up with a set of campaign-style buttons to reflect
the slang of our times: remember “boburgers”
and “tetra paks”? The buttons were fun to collect and swap; they brought back many personal
memories for each of us.
We made some changes in class officer roles
and have expanded the numbers of classmates
involved in leadership. Alice Katz Berglas and Rolf
Frantz will now share the class presidency. Herb
Fontecilla is the new treasurer. We have six vice
presidents: Ed Arbaugh, Sue Stern Korn, Bruce
Mansdorf, Jeanne Brown Sander, Kay Stroker
Staid, and Ivan Wolff. Our new membership
chairpersons are Richard, PhD ’74, and Nan
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Wendt Rideout. There are 24 other classmates,
new and old members, on the class council. I am
especially pleased to announce the addition of two
new class correspondents. Pete Salinger, MBA ’68,
and Deanne Gebell Gitner will write columns
along with Bill Blockton and me. John Miers,
MBA ’68, moves to the class council and will serve
as our liaison to CACO. Roy Troxel, our talented
webmaster, will continue to make our ’66 website
a place that keeps us in touch with one another
and with Cornell. It has become invaluable, and
we thank Roy collectively for the work, time, and
attention that he gives to making it a site that is
active, fun, creative, and always changing. Visit it
often! (http://classof66.alumni.cornell.edu) And
add your e-mail address to our ’66 WebDirectory!
A note from Alice: Sue was kind enough to
lend me space in her column to thank each of you
for the part you played—from near and far—in
making our 40th Reunion year the grand year that
it has been. Whether you were able to make the
trip back, or like Fred Widding (an Ithaca resident
who found himself by chance in Sweden in June),
you toasted with (Big) Red wine from afar, we all
shared the celebration. We know how to party,
and we know how to make a difference. On behalf
of all the class leadership, I send a deep, warm,
and sincere thank you to each and all of you.
I have never experienced a year that was so
much a team effort. The successes achieved by our
Campaign Committee were remarkable and they
deserve our applause: Bruce Mansdorf, Ronni
Barrett Lacroute, John Wight, ME ’68, Wendy
Miller Richman, and Dick Lockwood, MNS ’68,
and their committee members (a team that had
never worked together before) took a dream of a
$35,000 class gift to Becker House, and, in a spirit
of camaraderie, hard work, and enthusiastic
determination—matched by two extraordinary
$100,000 challenges and the generosity of your
gifts of every size—morphed that dream into the
“Class of 1966 Becker House Dean’s Discretionary
Fund for Programming” of more than $275,000!
This reunion showed it was not too late to
return to Cornell; not too late to get involved; not
too late to again remember who we were, who
we are, and what the Cornell experience means
to each of us. We want to keep hearing from you.
Write us! ❖ Susan Rockford Bittker, ladyscienc@
aol.com; Deanne Gebell Gitner, dgg26@cornell.
edu; and Pete Salinger, pete.sal@verizon.net.



Our 35th Reunion proved to be a
record-setting event for classmates
to reconnect with friends, rediscover the evolving Cornell campus,
and recall a most formative time in our lives.
With an unofficial count of 173 classmates and
over 290 people registered, Class of ’71 ranks in
the top five all-time for 35th Reunion attendance. We also set class records for Cornell
Annual Fund dollars (over $3 million) and
Tower Club members (66), and a reunion record
for Cayuga Society members (38). It was truly a
group effort with dozens of classmates contributing time, money, and great energy to ensure a
wide range of memorable events—before and
during Reunion—and a truly remarkable reunion
experience for all.
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Thanks to webmaster Craig Ewing, MBA
’72, and the efforts of our Reunion photographers Marilyn Blumberg and Richard Leland,
the class website, http://classof71.alumni.cornell.
edu/, is full of great reunion pictures featuring
virtually everyone who attended. You can read
our class history, “After All These Years: Reflections of and by Cornell ’71,” through a collection
of thoughts from our classmates. The work was
compiled and edited by class historians Marsha
Ackermann and Elisabeth Kaplan Boas.
The long weekend in Ithaca was a splendid
reminder of Ithaca weather at its most quixotic—
varying from cloudy, cool, and rainy to warm
and sunny all in the course of an afternoon.
Class members were seen on the golf course,
attending seminars, “schmoozing” with faculty
and senior university staff, strolling across the
suspension bridge, dancing in the tents, and
singing the Alma Mater at Cornelliana Night.
Writes Vic Curran, “When we went to the tents
dancing, ’71 was showing those young kids how
it’s done. We still had about eight classmates on
the floor when the band packed up to go home.
Our own Scott Lawrence led the conga line for
the last song.
Incoming Cornell president David Skorton,
with his wife and incoming professor Dr. Robin
Davisson, visited our class barbeque luncheon
under a tent on the Ag Quad. President Skorton
even brought clearing skies and sunshine for our
class picture after an “Ithacating” and cool
morning. Among the many events were a wellattended forum on activism organized by Cliff
Essman and hosted by Donald Downs, a political scientist and professor at the U. of Wisconsin who wrote a book on the Straight Takeover.
The forum included Cornell professors Richard
Polenburg, Fredrik Logevall, and Paul Sawyer, as
well as activist and former Cornell United Religious Work member Dan Berrigan.
Board of Trustees president Peter Meinig
’61 visited us at our Saturday evening banquet
at Carl Becker House, along with VP for Student
and Academic Services Susan H. Murphy ’73,
PhD ’94. Susan talked about the many changes
in the university and the student population
over our 35 years since graduation. The finale of
the evening was the election of a new slate of
officers to take us to our next reunion in 2011.
Laurie Berke-Weiss as newly elected class president will lead an officer group of more than 20
people. You will find on the class website a complete list of new officers for the next five years.
Reunion chair Kathy Menton Flaxman, who
passed the reins of reunion over to David Beale
and Gilda Klein Linden after four very successful reunions, found time to check in a few days
after Reunion and after “catching up on my
sleep.” Kathy passed along a list of superlatives.
“I’ll let you determine the highlights, but thought
I’d mention the following. The classmate who
traveled farthest was Lorraine “Lori” Schaffer,
from London, where she has lived long enough
to acquire a British accent. The longest drive at
around 16 hours was a tie between Mike Wysor
(Tennessee) and Don Downs (Madison, WI). The
first to register (the day the online system went
live) was Vic Curran, who registered for his first

’71 reunion ever. The 100th to register was Dale
Cohen, reunion stalwart and ace HQ-decorator.”
Mitch Weisberg sent along some postReunion observations. “Libe slope really is as
steep as I remember it was. We were really lucky
to have Cornell in our experience. Most popular
question of the weekend: ‘What is it that you do,
again?’ Second most popular question: ‘Can I get
my badge changed to 1981 before I go to the
tents dancing?’ Most embarrassing question was,
‘I know you. What’s your name again?’ Best
repeated compliment: ‘You look the same.’ (Variation: ‘You haven’t changed.’)”
Among the many classmates who couldn’t
get to Ithaca, Mark Zakarin wrote to Sally Clark
Shumaker from Brentwood, CA, about his latest
venture. “Having started in show business as a
writer, I returned a couple of years ago, after a 17year career as an executive at Showtime and
ABC, to write and produce my first theatrical feature ‘Keeping Up With the Steins.’ More importantly, I have a wonderful family. Gina and I have
been married for 14 years and we have two sons.
Considering that I hardly left my C-Town apartments, except for ‘Sui-Sub’ runs, it’s amazing that
I’ve stayed in touch with anyone from my Cornell days, but I have. Gary Weiner and Jo Ann
Guattery of Sonoma County, CA, and Jon Kaplon of Manhattan are still very good friends. So
there is something to be said for agoraphobia.”
It was great to hear from Leo “Mickey” Fenzel, PhD ’88, who wrote from his home in Baltimore where he is an associate professor at Loyola College. “Unfortunately, I’ll be in Italy at the
time of the June reunion. I’m sorry I’ll miss it. I
have four kids, all grown now. My youngest is in
Baltimore working for her childhood hero, Cal
Ripken. Academic life is busy but good. I usually
feel like I’m productive.”
If you are one of our 482 class duespayers
(or 1,500-plus non-duespayers) reading this column that didn’t attend Reunion, we missed you.
I hope you will be with us at our next grand
event in 2011. Please send news of yourself and
any Cornellians with whom you are in touch. ❖
Matt Silverman, mes62@cornell.edu; and Linda
Germaine-Miller, lg95@cornell.edu.



Reunion 2006 was a great success
with lots of thanks going to our
reunion chairs Mary Pykosz
Creekmore, Kevin and Ellen
Gobel Walsh, Martha Plass Sheehe, and Maureen McCormick. All of their efforts provided us
with lots to do, interesting lectures, tours of the
Johnson Museum, athletic events, and, of course,
meals to share together. Outgoing President
Hunter Rawlings and incoming President David
Skorton, along with their wives Elizabeth Rawlings and Robin Davisson, respectively, addressed
the class on Friday evening, bravely putting up
with two inches of mud in our class tent. Skies
cleared for the next days. Prof. Glenn Altschuler,
PhD ’76, regaled an enthusiastic audience with an
insider’s view of his book, The 100 Most Notable
Cornellians. On Saturday evening our classmates
shared a wonderful dinner and conveyed our
thanks to our class officers, co-presidents Rob
Hellman and Laurey Mogil and vice presidents
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Deidra Dain, Lorraine Mohan, MBA ’78, and
Karen Rupert Keating. That evening our class
represented itself well in the Arts Quad tents,
putting younger classes to shame as we danced
into the night. I had the great joy of having my
roommates and friends Sandy Widener, Ellen
Cord Dember, Pat Relf Hanavan, Karen Polivy,
and Larry Epstein, MBA ’78, return for our
30th, sharing the dancing, the tours, and all that
went along with Reunion. Reunion also brought
about new friendships, with thoughts that we
wished we knew each other then. Laurey Mogil
and Peter DiGiulio produced a memorable CD
of popular songs from 1972-76. Rob Hellman
discovered that his fraternity house (f/k/a Phi
Sigma Epsilon) has suffered the final indignity
and will become a sorority in the fall of 2006.
Many were in attendance. Barbara Grindrod
Warner came with her husband Milo and daughter Elizabeth Barker ’08. Larry Epstein and Karen
(Hasby) ’77 were there, and reunited with colleagues from WVBR-FM’s Class of ’76: Stephanie
Mann Nealer, Margie Silberman, Pam Coulter
Mason and husband Mike, Bill Silberg and wife
Char, and Buck Briggs. Larry also caught up with
fellow ’76 Engineering grads Cam Albright and
Simon Krieger, MBA ’77. Karen Polivy writes, “It
took 30 years, but we finally got a decent dorm to
stay in. In the five years since the last reunion many
of us attended, the campus has continued to
change—completion of the new North Campus
dorms, expansion of the Engineering Quad, the
new athletic facilities and gyms. Few landmarks in
Collegetown remain the same. At least the Royal
Palms is still there. Unfortunately, the weather has
remained the same. No global warming in Ithaca!”
I urged my friends to remind me of who they
saw at reunion. Karen Polivy noted seeing Sharon
Loeb Cooper with her family, Shelley Winkler
came from New Jersey, and Andy O’Neill and his
wife came from their East Coast home after living in Northern California for several years. There
were many other familiar faces too numerous to
list here. Pat Relf Hanavan writes, “I met some
great classmates that I wish I’d known when I was
a student. Ilise Zimmerman is president of
Northern New Jersey Maternal Child Health
Consortium, based in Paramus. We were ten seconds into our conversation when we realized that,
just days before, she had had my very own ob/gyn
come from Kalamazoo, MI, to speak to her
group in New Jersey. What a small, small healthcare world. A full list of Reunion attendees’
names is at http://registration.aad.cornell.edu/
attended.cfm?class=1976&return=http://classof
1976.alumni.cornell.edu/.
At dinner on Saturday night, Sandy Widener
and I found ourselves sitting with Karen Test
Mason and her family—husband John and their
children Christina and Michael. Karen teaches in
the School of Public Health at Louisiana State U.
John actually taught here at Cornell at one time
and is now a professor at Tulane. They have lived
all over the world in the course of their work, but
now live in New Orleans and spent last fall displaced by Hurricane Katrina. They went first to
Boston and then to New York City, then returned
to New Orleans just after Thanksgiving. Karen
wrote me afterwards: “Coming home was a relief.

Most of our section of town had minor damage.
We live in the ‘sliver by the river,’ one of the older
sections of New Orleans. Our house had only roof
damage, no flooding. Luckily, a huge tree across
the street missed hitting our house. Another massive oak tree on the corner fell. The strangest
adjustments were with shopping and services.
Stores came back slowly. Interestingly, the small
local shops came back first, while the chains took
their time about re-opening. I think this reminds
us how important local businesses are. They had
a strong desire to provide for the locals, and help
bring the city back. The chains, mainly interested
in profit, had to decide whether New Orleans was
still a good investment. Some haven’t returned;
others did, but more slowly.” Pat adds, “By the
way, if you ever want to feel old, stop at the Rongovian Embassy in Trumansburg, as Sandy and I
did, and check out the ‘antique’ poster for the July
28, 1973 music festival in Watkins Glen. When
Sandy told our server that I had actually been at
that festival, she just commented, ‘That was the
year I was born.’ Which would have been fine if
she had been 15 or something.”

snow!” I’m grateful for the reunion windbreaker
gift, and I’ll bring it back in 2011!
The reunion planning trio did an outstanding job. Now they can get back to their own lives.
Steve Ritchey, our new class president, is married
to Sandy, has three daughters, ages 3, 7, and 13,
and lives in Westchester, PA. Celia Rodee and
Peter Cooper ’80 live in the Chicago area with
their multiple children. Celia is a VP with JP
Morgan, while Peter is a partner in a law firm.
Heidi Fleischman lives in the Bronx and is a
mentor for new teachers and middle school fellows. She works for Region I Schools in NYC.
James Martin continues to be the most
changed since graduation. He agrees to bring his
Cornell ID for proof in 2011. Jamie is a thoracic
cardiovascular surgeon for Erie County General
Hospital in Detroit. He and wife Diane have three
children. The oldest just completed her first year
at Columbia, while the youngest is 14. They live
in Grosse Pointe, MI. Cindy High-Fischmann,
husband Rob, and their teenage sons traveled the
farthest to reunion—from Mainland China,
where the couple works for Kodak. Cindy’s sons

‘No global warming in Ithaca!’
KAREN POLIVY ’76

My husband Don Sussman, MBA ’79, and
I saw his fraternity brother George Dentes, JD
’79, and his wife Elsie (Little) ’77, along with
other DUs Jim Seeley ’75, JD ’79, and wife Beth
Wright-Seeley and Big Al Ciambrone. Kappa Psi
(now KKG) was well represented, and we had
the opportunity to take a group picture that
included Lorraine Mohan, Bonnie Reichman,
DeeDee Dain, Beth Wright-Seeley, Marion
Greenhalgh, Idy Touhey Buch, Sandy Widener,
Ellen Gobel Walsh, Mary Benning Hopple,
Mary Pykosz Creekmore, and myself.
On a sadder note, a memorial notice was
posted at headquarters, and we remembered the
82 classmates who have died over the last 30
years. Bruce Gould represented our class at the
annual memorial ceremony in Sage Chapel. Our
weekend closed on Sunday with a lovely brunch.
For those of you who were not there, we
missed you and hope that you’ll make it next
time! Prof. Walter LaFeber will be the guest of
honor at the class’s annual mid-winter cocktail
party at Ellen Werther Ressler’s home in New
York on January 19, 2007. ❖ Karen Krinsky Sussman, Krinsk54@optonline.net; Pat Relf Hanavan,
Relf@tds.net; Lisa Diamant, Ljdiamant@rcn.com.



Our 25th Reunion was a whopping
success! We raised approximately
$1.8 million and as reunion chairs
Steve Ritchey, Celia Rodee, and
Heidi Fleischman put it, “568 party animals,
young and old, including 166 kids,” assembled for
a weekend of fun, despite the cool temperatures.
Where is Weatherman Kevin Williams’s forecast
when we need it? Sneaking back to Rochester late
Saturday night, Kevin said, “We’re lucky it wasn’t

are grateful for dry land these days, after capsizing
their canoe on Beebe Lake on Friday night. David
Smith and his wife Mary-Ellen relocated in the
past six years from Manhattan to Dunwoody, GA,
with their sons Julian and Aaron. Dave is the chief
investment officer for Six Continents Hotels.
Rob Ross, wife Thana (Connell) ’82, and
sons Pat, 16, and Mike, 13, from Apple Valley, MN,
were also at Reunion. Rob retired as commander
of the 96th Airlift Squadron. During 2002-04, he
was deployed to Oman, Kuwait, and Kyrgyzstan,
“flying and directing combat operations into Iraq
and Afghanistan, culminating as commander of
the deployed C-130 squadron in Kuwait (386th
Expeditionary Airlift Squadron).” He had also
been deployed to Germany and Puerto Rico,
which he liked better, “since there was less shooting and more beer and rum!” When Rob isn’t
piloting for Northwest Airlines, he does the cooking and chauffeuring for his sons while Thana
completes her doctorate in physical therapy.
We enjoyed William “Lanny” Joyce’s tour of
the Lake Source Cooling Project and heat
exchange plant, a remarkably environmentally
sound project that will benefit Cornell for the
next century. While on the tour, I met Kathleen
Golden Dussault for the first time, discovering
we live only miles apart and that I knew her
younger sister through our children’s high
school sports. Kathy and husband Jeffrey live in
Herndon, VA, and recently saw their daughter
graduate from Westfield High.
While several of us missed the bus to our
Plantations lunch event, we re-learned how far
away it was. Lisa Kremer Ullmann, Paula Kaplan
Reiss, Monique Van Perlstein, Beth Abrams,
MD ’85, Bert and Karen Prescott Dalby, and my
SEPTEMBER / OCTO BER 2006

71

064-109CAMSO06notes

8/16/06

2:49 PM

Page 72

husband Ron Campbell and I caught the shuttle
and got as far as the Dairy Bar before we started
hoofing it. We walked over a mile, not really
knowing where we were going, when Gabe DiazSaavedra of Sarasota, FL, and Shiela Gorman
Steffel of Springlake, MI, became our Cornellians
in shining armor, scooping us up in their cars
and delivering us to the Plantations tents.
Paula, Monique, and Lisa all live in Northern
New Jersey. Paula is a licensed psychologist and
has three sons. Monique is an account executive
with Business Furniture Inc. and has two sons,
ages 17 and 15, and a daughter, 13. Lisa has a marketing consulting business while husband Michael
’80 is an attorney with Johnson & Johnson. They
also have three children, Matthew, 16, Emily, 14,
and Lauren, 11. They reconnected with Beth
Abrams, who is a psychiatrist with Ulster County
Mental Health. Beth has two children and lives in
Woodstock, NY. Bert and Karen Dalby live in the
Philadelphia area with their three children. Bert is
with Vanguard, while Karen does market research.
We met Peter Rosenblum, his wife Lisa
(Columbia ’81), and kids Stephen, 10, and Carolyn, 15, at the Hoffman Obstacle Course. Peter
and Lisa met while attending Cornell Med School
in NYC and later relocated to Janesville, WI,
where Peter is a physician’s assistant. We also met
Fern Reidman for the first time. Fern is one of
many “newly re-singles” from our class. She is an
attorney working with wills and trusts, and lives
with her son, 14, in Great Neck, NY. Pam Bulcroft Moore, Marci Shapiro Silbert, and Laura
Dake Roche enjoyed a spontaneous pre-dinner
serenade of “Goodnight Little Girl” in the Donlon lobby by the Class of ’56 Cayuga Waiters.
The lovely ladies were asked if they had dinner
dates. I guess you’re never too old for whatever!
One of my favorite stories learned from
Reunion (aside from Solange Cohen meeting Ely
Bar-Ness at the 15th, getting married, and having
two children in New Rochelle, NY) was the story
about Kenny Blatt. Kenny dated his wife, Renee,
in the early ’90s, but they subsequently broke up
due to his years of extensive travel in Eastern
Europe. Upon his return, classmate Mark Lipschutz encouraged Kenny to contact Renee, who
was still single. They hit it off, dated, and got married—with Mark as their best man. The Blatts
have one child (so far!), daughter Mya, 21 months.
Mark lives in Westfield, NJ, with wife Rachel and
works for the real estate group Kronish, Lieb,
Weiner, and Hellim in NYC. Their daughter Jessica ’10 will start the Hotel school in the fall, while
their younger two children, Jason, 15, and Danielle,
12, look forward to visiting her at Cornell.
Susan Freeman attended Reunion from her
home in Cranbury, NJ. She recently had a collograph exhibited at the Ellarslie Museum in Trenton, NJ. Steven Moser, Larchmont, NY, is married
to Catherine Crocker and is senior program architect with Peter Marino Associates in NYC. Recent
projects included designing Chanel Asia in Hong
Kong, and a synagogue in Brookville, NY. David
Hoff reports “being back to semi-adulthood after
three great sleep-deprived days at Reunion.” He is
returning to a position at a think tank on disability issues at the U. of Massachusetts, Boston, where
he had worked for eight years prior to 2003. He is
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in perpetual motion with his kids Patrick, 12,
Charlotte, 9, and Margaret, 5, coaching soccer,
and serving on the boards of a park preservation
group and a local energy commission.
Steven Fisher wrote in from Moscow back
in March, where he is the managing director of
Citigroup, where he has been since early 2002. He
is appreciative of learning Russian at Cornell. He
reports that, having experienced the coldest winter in Russia with weeks of –20 degrees C. temps,
the night walks home from Libe Slope now seem
like nothing! He is there with wife Lucille and
daughters Kira, 19, who will be attending Vassar,
and Gabriele, 12. Stephen attended David Barr
’80’s wedding in September 2005, where Andrew
Ritwo, Ruth Lowenkron, and Mitch Gershonowitz, ME ’80, were in attendance.
It was a pleasure visiting with old friends at
Reunion, as well as making some new ones. All
three of us will be continuing as your class correspondents, so keep in touch! ❖ Jennifer Read
Campbell, ronjencam@aol.com; Betsy Silverfine,
bsilverfine@adelphia.net, Kathy Philbin LaShoto,
lashoto@rcn.com.



My kids have a slightly skewed
vision of Cornell life following a
fantastic Reunion in June! With
fun food and beverages at every
turn, late nights with friends, and a suite in our
own wing of the shiny new Becker House on West
Campus—but no exams or treks to Mann Library
in the snow—dorm life never looked so good!
What they will have a realistic expectation of, however, is the rain, which fell most of the weekend.
They now understand the term “Ithacating” and
have even used it since our return to Connecticut!
Despite the Ithacation, Reunion 2006 was a
wonderful opportunity to reconnect, recharge,
and remember. Classmates wined and dined
together at our Alice Cook House headquarters
on West Campus and, among many other Cornell events, enjoyed several very welcome hours
of sunshine late Saturday afternoon at a reception set up near the Johnson Art Museum. Get a
glimpse of the gathering at our website, http://
classof86.alumni.cornell.edu/reunion2006.html.
Many thanks to Katie Roth Boyar and Dina
Lewisohn Shaw for pulling it all together, from
the accommodations and activities to the finest
details (including colorful Cornell T-shirts for
the kids!), and making us feel welcome, well fed,
and happily hydrated throughout.
Classmates and their families joined us from
around the globe, flying in from places like London and Peru, and many from the West Coast,
including Washington State and 50 folks from
California. In all, there were 412 adults at Reunion,
286 of them from our class. There were also 163
children—ah, so it wasn’t my son making all the
noise!—ranging from newborns to teens.
Reunion also brought a changing of the
guard, so to speak. Class president Lisa Hellinger
Manaster handed the baton to Michael Wagner
(no relation to me), who has been back to Cornell every year since graduation with wife Lori
(Spydell). Currently living in Shaker Heights, OH,
Mike and Lori have two kids who love coming
along for the ride. “We do the hikes in the state

parks, and in the last two years we befriended a
researcher who takes us out on Cayuga in his
sailboat. The highlight for the kids is dining in
Willard Straight cafeteria and scootering across
the paved paths on the Arts Quad.”
Mike and Lori have been active in the Cleveland Cornell Club and always interview applicants to Cornell. “So I thought, why not channel
the interest and effort in a more official capacity?” Mike said. One of Mike’s areas of focus will
be increasing class giving. “Wouldn’t it be great if
our class had the highest percentage of giving to
class dues and attendance at reunion?” Lisa Manaster will remain an officer, this time as VP as
well as Cornell Annual Fund representative. Dina
Lewisohn Shaw will also serve as VP. Other class
officers include: Margot Tohn, Membership Chair;
Doug Green, Webmaster; Steve Brinkmann,
Nominations Chair; and Irene Molnar Wrenner
and Holly Isdale, Class Council. Dina and Katie
will reprise their roles as Reunion Co-Chairs.
You also now have two new class correspondents: Laura Nieboer Hine and Susan Seligsohn
Howell. Laura, married to Clarkson ’85, is mom
to three, including 12-year-old twins and a
daughter, 7. She’s been living in Wilmette, IL, for
six years and is training for her first Olympiclength triathlon. “At 40—the typical cliché—I
entered my first Sprint triathlon and really liked
it, so now I’m pushing for a longer length,” she
wrote. This is a 1.5K swim, 40K bike, and 10K
run. (I’m exhausted just typing that!)
Susan also married a Cornellian—Steve
’84—shortly after graduating, so her 20th college
reunion was also her 20th wedding anniversary.
Living in Boxford, MA, for the past 13 years,
Susan and Steve own the award-winning Howell
Design & Build (www.howelldesignbuild.com).
“We create artfully crafted custom homes and
renovations,” she explains. “I manage sales and
marketing, and Steve manages design and construction.” Prior to starting this business, Susan
worked in textbook publishing as a marketing
manager. They have two children, and—I love
this—a dog named Thurston Howell III. “I spend
much of my time these days at my children’s
sporting events and musical ventures. In my
downtime I enjoy running and exercising, reading, and cooking wholesome meals.”
Prior to reunion, I received several e-mail
updates from other very active classmates.
Another triathlete, Tessie Sky Sabbag creates
“English as a Foreign Language” materials in
Israel and is building a house near Tel Aviv. She
also enjoys swimming and creative writing and
is looking forward to finally being “unpacked.”
She says she misses “the great girls from Lyon
Hall!” In 2005, physics teacher Darlene Ritchie,
ME ’89, ran the MORE Marathon (4:10:00) and
the Queens Half Marathon (1:51:00), and continues in her quest to set new records. Internist
Mary Rinko Oefelein of Spokane, WA, enjoys
spending time overlooking the mountains at her
ski house with her husband and three daughters,
and “watching the girls become awesome skiers!”
Former class correspondent Jeffrey Cowan
is a litigator at the Cowan Law Firm (see www.
cowan-law.com), father, and “moonlighting” professional magician. Jeff also has twins, born in
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April 2005, and welcomes classmates to visit them
at www.cowanboys.blogspot.com. Penny Palmer
Heritage of Ballston Spa, NY, is an executive secretary at the NYS Agricultural Society and author
of Burnt Hills Veterinary Tails (www.heritage
farmpublishing.com), a biography of Stan “Doc”
Garrison, DVM ’50. Reflecting on our 20th
Reunion, Penny says that she thinks of roommate
and friend Kristen Peck, now deceased. “We both
grew up in Saratoga County, NY, and spent most
of our college days together. She is missed and
fondly remembered by so many.”
CJ Glynn, MBA ’88, founded Markatalyst
(www.Markatalyst.com), a premier marketing
consulting agency, and has reported taking the
company to a new level. Based in San Francisco,
the expanded firm has grown from two original
partners to providing a steady stream of projects
to a network of more than 20 professionals.
Markatalyst serves emerging and established companies on three continents, providing branding
and corporate identities, messaging and positioning, Web design, and powerful advertising services.
As mentioned above, there are two new class
correspondents. After many years of reporting, I
am leaving the column in their capable hands. I
want to give a hug and thanks to Jacqueline
Byers Davidson and Allison Farbaniec MacLean,
who joined the team for several years, and to
Donna Mandell Korren for her columns in the
past year. But we couldn’t have done it without
those of you who sent us news, so thanks for sharing. If it matters to you, it matters to us. Best wishes
to all, and hope to see you at our 25th Reunion!
❖ Hilory Federgreen Wagner, haf5@cornell.
edu; Susan Seligsohn Howell, susancornell86@
comcast.net; Laura Nieboer Hine, lauracornell86
@sbcglobal.net.



So how was our 15th Reunion?
Well, simply . . . amazing! If you
were there, you know that we completely immersed ourselves in the
world we knew 15 years ago. But before I wax
further, we have to thank—never-endingly—
our perennial reunion co-chairs Dorine Colabella Scher and Jeff Weintraub, MD ’95. In
addition, many classmates contributed to our
fabulous event and should also be properly
thanked. I will try and mention all, but will
inevitably fall short!
Another outstanding contributor was Bob
Baca. Not only did Bob serve as our superb registration chair, he also put together the multimedia
Class of ’91 CD that you should have received in
the mail prior to Reunion. Our record-breaking
attendance at our 15th Reunion was in no small
part attributable to his Herculean efforts. Despite
his obvious brawn, we hope Bob’s back is all right
after the long weekend. To many of us, it seemed
that the baby carrier his daughter was in much
of the time weighed at least as much as she did.
One of the things that seem never to change
on campus is the presence of new construction.
Those of us who arrived on Thursday found that
we had to dodge bridge and road construction
sites to make our way to class headquarters in
Balch Hall. Those of us coming in from the
South had to make the pleasant diversion through

Forest Home to reach HQ. And, in true form,
just to re-create the experience we all remember,
it Ithacated nearly the entire weekend! Yes, artfully coordinated by the City of Ithaca to make
our reunion a true homecoming, we enjoyed the
cold and rainy weather that gave many of us the
excuse to linger a bit longer inside and catch up
with old friends. (Did someone say old? I meant
longtime.) Special thanks to another important
Reunion volunteer, Ariane Schreiber Horn, JD
’96, who coordinated the class souvenirs for the
weekend. We were well-prepared for the lessthan-optimal weather with the large red fleece
blankets that each classmate received.
As it turns out, we remain a vibrant class by
any measure. Many are married, many are not.
Some have kids, some not. Yet no matter your life
stage, remarkably no one seems to have changed
from 15 years ago! How many times did you say
that when you saw a face from our days on campus as students? And, as much as the external face
of campus has changed, strolling through familiar buildings showed a familiar exactness with
how they looked when we walked through them
then—with prelims hanging over our heads.
Climbing the clock tower to hear the chimes or
strolling through Uris Library or meandering
through Willard Straight Hall was a stroll down
memory lane . . . exactly as I remember it!
Actually, there was one other major transformation. Thanks go to Jeannette Perez-Rossello,
who transformed a third of the Arts Quad into a
carnival for younger reunion attendees, so the
older ones who usually are attached to them via
stroller or harness or by hand could take a
breather while they were fully entertained. With
perfect timing, the clouds parted and the sun
shone on future Cornellians enjoying a miniature
circus, face painting, a huge inflatable slide and
moonwalk, cotton candy, tattoos, spin-art, drawing, and a miniature train ride around the Arts
Quad. Many children (and dare I say most parents?) showed that it is never too cold to enjoy ice
cream. Incoming university president Dr. David
Skorton and his wife Dr. Robin Davisson showed
a playful side by wearing oversized top hats as
they took time out of their busy schedule to visit
with those in attendance. “Fun-in-the-Sun” was
a screaming success (literally!) and entertained
future Cornellians from all reunion classes. In
fact, the event was such a success that it will
likely be codified into reunions to come.
Friday night was a fabulous Pan-Asian feast
right next to the Johnson Museum. While sampling delicious cuisine from India, Thailand,
Japan, and China, we heard Eric Kossoff and his
wife talking about the strolls around campus as
undergrads. Eric just turned over the reins after
heading up the Maryland and D.C. Cornell Clubs.
On Saturday evening the whole class was
treated to the voices of the Hangovers that
remain as smooth as ever. A heartfelt rendition
of the Alma Mater was sung right before the class
picture was taken on the front lawn of Balch
Hall. I only hope that one of the dozen or so
shots that were taken will be adequate.
The class then made its way down to the
northwest shore of Beebe Lake for the class dinner.
This started out with a raw bar featuring oysters,

clams, and prawns, as well as other assorted hors
d’oeuvres. Michelle Fox, among others, was seen
gracefully enjoying the offerings, basking in the
sun reflecting off Beebe Lake, while other classmates tried their hand at canoeing around the
placid water. Also enjoying the serenity of Beebe
was Eric Kaufman, BME ’95. Eric has returned
to his roots to run his family business of vacation
home rentals in the Hamptons. Later that evening,
Cornelliana Night was as popular as ever, filling
half the basketball court floor and much of the
bleachers (Bailey is under renovation, of course!).
On both Friday and Saturday nights, there
were three big-top tents on the Arts Quad, with
different music blaring from each. Open bars and
light snacks were included. Not only our class,
but all Cornellians who have ever come back to
the Hill for reunion have enjoyed the hard work
of Jim Wilcox. He has voluntarily organized all
aspects of the “beer tents,” as we like to call
them, every year since we graduated. Thanks,
Jim! Among those classmates seen at the tents
were Sanjeev Dhawan, who owns his own construction company in northern New Jersey and
recently completed rebuilding his entire home;
Anthony Magnano, who relocated to Jacksonville, FL, earlier in the year to join a practice as a
clinical cardiac electrophysiologist; and Lt. Cmdr.
Jeffrey Hyink, who borrowed an Air Force fighter
jet to fly across the country to return to Ithaca so
he could join us for Reunion Weekend!
For anyone interested, digital pictures will be
available at some point either on disk or on our
website, from which images can be downloaded.
Stay tuned for details.
I close with more words of thanks. First to
our reunion clerks, who helped usher all activities without a hitch. And, finally, to all fellow
classmates who attended our 15th Reunion. It
was made into a grand success not by the sheer
numbers who attended, but individually by you.
Thanks for attending, and we hope to see you
and many others five years from now in that
same rainy, snowy, overcast, cloudy, and sunny
place in Upstate New York that we all called home
for four years. ❖ Eric Bluman, ericbluman@
yahoo.com; Nina Peek, nsr5@cornell.edu.



Greetings, Sixers! Hope this column finds you well . . . and for
those of you on the Hill for our
fabulous 10th Reunion, I hope
you are all dried out (double entendre—take it
for what you will). OK, so the weather wasn’t as
cooperative as we would have liked, but it was still
great to see so many people reunite for a fantastic
weekend. Hats off to reunion chairs Lhney LewisSteiner and Katrina James, as well as class copresidents Erica Gantner and Stephanie Cockerl
for all their seamless efforts to wine, dine, and
entertain us. Adam Jed did want to lodge one
complaint: “You might want to consider sending
someone to both the Syracuse and Ithaca airports
to collect the Class of ’96 wine openers that were
confiscated by our incredible Homeland Security
department!” Adam did pass along some accolades as well.“This was the first time that I’ve been
back since graduation and I used it as an opportunity to rekindle relationships that I have let slip
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over the years and to show my wife Stacy what a
beautiful school I attended. The weekend was
exceptional, jam-packed with things to do. I even
attended a talk by Richard Meier ’56 in a building I had never gone into when I was a student.
Thanks for the experience. I will look forward to
returning sooner than ten years apart.” Reunion
also got props from Alexi Clinton, who writes,
“Reunion was a blast!” Alexi just completed her
dietetic internship at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center in Boston. She is headed out to Boulder, CO, where her husband accepted a post-doc
position at the Southwest Research Inst.
Smitha Vishveshwara offered some thoughtful reflections on Reunion.“It was a moving experience to be back to our alma mater and reaffirm
that this was where so many of us started out
with aspirations and visions, and that while life
has taken many unpredictable turns, our undergraduate days have remained as a fond, common
experience. I feel very blessed with all that life has
offered. I was in the college scholar’s program at
Cornell and ‘focused’ on physics, writing, art, language, some sports, and hiking. I have retained
much of all this. I spent six beautiful years in
Santa Barbara pursuing a PhD in condensed
matter physics. Then, having been on both
coasts, I landed in the Midwest to become a postdoctoral researcher at the U. of Illinois, UrbanaChampaign. After a year and a half, I had the good
fortune to be able to remain there as faculty.
“I have just finished my first year as part of
the physics faculty—absolutely exciting and
challenging! So it’s been academia all the way
through, starting with my parents, who are both
professors in India. I still squeeze in writing
whenever I can, and have been a complete gypsy
with travels. With physical activity, I am always
trying something or the other (including jumping out of a plane), and at present I’ve taken up
capoeira (really love it and hope to keep up with
it). As for friends, they’ve always been a big part
of my life and I have found many in various parts
of the world. It has been really touching to have
my mentors who have nurtured me at Cornell
and Santa Barbara become my senior colleagues.”
Thanks, Smitha, for those wonderful thoughts!
Lucky for me, I ran into Ali Davis (while trying to stay dry in Goldwin Smith Hall), who had
a bevy of news to share. Ali wrote in while fighting some jetlag after a vacation in the US (planned
around Reunion—what an alumna!) and a week
of work in Quito, Ecuador. Ali is in Tokyo, where
she’s been working since 2003 for a Japanese firm
that does urban transport planning in developing
countries. She’s mainly been working in Asia,
and since last fall, has spent about five months
in Colombo, Sri Lanka, “although this year also
(finally) allows me to work in Latin America,
which has been pretty interesting. I’m in China for
most of July. Suffice it to say, a lot of frequent flyer
miles. I’ll be moving back to the US (either SF,
DC, or NY) or maybe to London by Christmas,
after spending about one and a half months traveling in Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos.”
Ali provided updates on her college roommates Daniella Ballou-Aares, Laura Farinas Carillo, Chetna Bansal, ME ’97, and Christine Campanile Dunbar. Chetna and her husband Aravind
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Narasimhan ’97 have a 3-year-old daughter
Maya. Christine had a son on March 20, 2006—
Michael Clyde. She also saw Josh Babbitt, who is
working for a law firm in NYC, and Nick Grego,
who is still at Citigroup. Ali made it down to D.C.
(“one of those whirlwind vacations where I think
I was in seven cities in ten days”) and saw Kimberly Murata (who is working for the Senate
doing IT work), Julie Ross, Laura Bandini (working for the National Labor Relations Board), and
Stacey Mellides Hawley. Stacey and husband
Sean are on their way to Denver this week with
their 1-1/2-year-old Katelyn. Ali, thanks for all
the fantastic news, and if you ever want to fill in
as class columnist, you’re hired!
That’s all the news that will fit in this edition
of the column, but there’s a lot of news left to
share. We’ll be back next issue with more fantastic happenings from your friends from the Hill.
Be well! ❖ Sheryl Magzamen, SLM1@cornell.
edu; Courtney Rubin, cbr1@cornell.edu.



It was wonderful to see everyone
at Reunion! We had 457 classmates and a total of 523 people
attend our reunion. The weekend’s weather proved to be typical Ithaca—a bit
gray and drizzling sometimes—but it didn’t stop
all of us from enjoying the weekend.
Clara Dickson Hall opened on Thursday, June
8. Our class sponsored a night in Collegetown at
Dino’s. On Friday night, we started with a Welcome Back BBQ at Class HQ, followed by a celebration in a tent in the Arts Quad and then afterhours back at the dorms catered by Hot Truck. On
Saturday, we held a class assembly meeting in the
early evening. It started with a special appearance
by the Hangovers and followed with a welcome
by the reunion chairs, a class campaign report and
State of the Class address, election of class officers,
and lastly, a class photograph. Dinner was at
Robert Purcell Community Center to really
remind us of college! We also enjoyed after-hours
again, catered by Mama T’s. Each night, afterhours continued into the morning. The Class of
2001 remembers how to enjoy the college days!
Finally, on Sunday, the great weekend came to
an end. It reminded everyone of how happy we are
to have moved beyond the days of living in twin
extra-long beds and using communal bathrooms.
A big thank you to all who planned Reunion and
volunteered their time to make the weekend special, especially reunion co-chairs Claire Ackerman and Audra Lifson who spear-headed much
of the work. Claire and Audra would like to thank
everyone for attending, and hope that everyone
had a great time. They look forward to seeing
everyone in five years for our 10th Reunion!
As for the class officers who dedicated their
time over the past six years, they have all been
up to a lot of exciting things. Jamie and Amira
Abuzeid Aycock are proud to announce the birth
of their third son, Jonah Elliot, born on April 25,
2006. Jamie (previous class co-president) finished
up his clerkship with Justice Nathan L. Hecht of
the Texas Supreme Court and accepted a job
with the law firm Wiley Rein & Fielding in Washington, DC, that started in the fall. Former copresident Joanna Schleifman and Grayson Bush

were married in April. The couple lives in Arlington, VA. Secretary/treasurer Michael Hanson,
MPA ’02, had a busy June, besides Reunion. He
ran in the Sunburst Marathon (his ninth) in
South Bend, IN, in the beginning of June. On
June 24, he was elected chairman of the Board
of Governors of the Ivy Council, a nonprofit
organization that facilitates and conducts programmatic activities for Ivy League student governments. This is all in addition to his real job
of conducting investigations on computer fraud,
misuse, and abuse in the federal government.
Class correspondent Lauren Wallach just
graduated from Duke U.’s Fuqua School of Business with an MBA, where she was attending
part-time while working full-time. She currently
works in Rockefeller Center in New York City as
the property manager of three buildings in the
complex, including 30 Rockefeller Plaza, with
the observation deck at the top. New class president Audra Lifson moved to Capitol Hill in
May. She’s enjoying the new neighborhood and
is within walking distance of Eastern Market and
Union Station. Great location!
We are also proud to announce the new officers for the Class of 2001: president (Audra Lifson); vice president (Diana Tyler); VP of publicity (Regina Clewlow); Cornell Annual Fund
representatives (Sarah Binder and Lora Epstein);
reunion co-chairs (Christine Vleck and Claire
Ackerman); correspondents (Lauren Wallach and
Trina Lee); secretary (Michael Hanson); treasurer (Gregory Robinson); and webmaster (Kyle
McKenna). The Class Council consists of Larry
and Jennifer Brown Goldman, Andrea Sweeney,
Joanna Schleifman, Praveen Anumolu, ME ’03,
and Nathan Connell. If anyone else is interested
in getting involved in class or Cornell activities,
please e-mail Audra at ARL8@cornell.edu.
In other class news, Patrick Smith and Lauren Tingey were wed on June 24. The couple has
been busy housing visiting alums from D.C., NYC,
and Philly at their residence in Baltimore. Patrick
is presently working as a sales associate with a fine
wine distribution company, the Country Vintner,
based in the mid-Atlantic. Talia Ben-Jacob, MS
’03, just finished her third year of medical school
at the U. of Vermont. Even with her busy schedule, she still makes time to see her Cornell friends.
Talia attended the Cornell-Harvard hockey game
with Aaron Miller. Aaron just finished his third
year at BC law. Nicole Schlesinger graduated from
New York Medical College and made the trip up
north for Talia’s birthday this past January. Talia
has managed to visit friends in New York and
Florida. Marisa Laks is currently working in the
NYC public school system and getting her master’s degree in math education. Nicole Hyler is
living in Tampa with her boyfriend Andreas
Miller and working as a registered dietician. Talia
and Nicole were able to spend some vacation
time together and caught up while getting tan!
We look forward to seeing everyone at the
10th Reunion. Until then, let us know what you’ve
been doing recently so we can share with your
classmates! E-mail us at classof2001@cornell.edu.
All the best and keep the news coming! ❖ Lauren
Wallach, LEW15@cornell.edu; Trina Lee, TKL6@
cornell.edu.
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The class column for this issue can be
found with the Reports of Reunion
Classes, which begin on page 64.

I have heard the suggestion that if
one has nothing to say, it is best to
say nothing. Obviously this wise
admonition applies equally to the
written word, but bad habits die hard so I’ll keep
trying a little longer. One solution is to repeat a
few recollections that I found gently amusing. For
example, Walter Lee Sheppard wrote and published what I was given to believe was the foundation text on the subject of making acid-proof
concrete. In my capacity as class correspondent,
I was notified and charged with the responsibility of keeping our classmates fully informed.
When the book appeared in foreign languages it was my job to keep the class up to date.
This led to correspondence between the author
and me. His first letter roundly scolded me for
referring to him as “Walt” when everybody knew
that he preferred to be called “Lee.” I remembered him from ROTC summer camp. His next
letter said that he didn’t remember me, but could
still recall the names of each of the six horses in
the team to which he was assigned.
Statistics has never been a topic that I find
fascinating, although I am always impressed
when my tablemates at lunch recite numerical
data having to do with the performance of baseball players. Now it is my turn. I found a scrap
of paper that I think are notes I took when Inge
Reichenbach addressed us during a Reunion
luncheon a few years ago. Here are the stats: Class
enrollment of Class of ’32 in 1928: men 920;
women 313; total 1,233. Same class in 1932: men
863; women 292, for a total of 1,155. Personally,
I do not have absolute confidence in the university’s records because I have seen a number of
Flat Lists (computer printouts) purporting to
represent the class membership from the beginning to the present. I looked up three friends
from my freshman year and found none listed.
A while back I received several reminiscences
from Peggy Wilkinson Smith Schenck. They
were simply great grist for this mill and included
the occasion when uninvited visitors appeared in
the bell tower. Because it was a hot day and playing the chimes is hard, physical work, Peggy had
removed her shirt. Prof. Wilkinson was present to
save the day. Peggy also wrote that she had always
been moved when “Taps” was played at day’s end
when she was at scout camp. One summer afternoon when she provided chimes music for, I
think, a wedding, she decided to close the recital
with “Taps.” That caused quite a furor, and the
president wanted to know who had died. And



then there was the time when the Smiths returned
for reunion and Milt Smith, Peggy’s husband, was
to row in the ceremonial shell. Unfortunately, he
was a little out of practice and put his foot
through the bottom of the boat. ❖ Jim Oppenheimer, 140 Chapin Pky., Buffalo, NY 14209-1104.



Ethel Bonan Hoefler (eebee@
verizon.net) sent an e-mail in
early June: “It was saddening to
see no notes for my class or
those surrounding it, so I send greetings from
Sarasota, FL, to anybody searching the classes for
a familiar name.”
Thank you, Ethel, for writing us. Readers,
send us a letter or an e-mail, and we’ll publish
your greetings, too. E-mails can be sent right to
the Class Notes Editor at adr4@cornell.edu, and
letters can be sent to: ❖ Class of ’34, c/o Cornell
Alumni Magazine, 401 East State St., Suite 301,
Ithaca, NY 14850.



Florence DeRemer, our class secretary, of 1028 Ellis Hollow Rd., Apt.
218, Ithaca, NY 14850, sent a color
photograph from the March 30
issue of the Ithaca Journal, which honored her for
15 years of volunteer work at the Service League of
Ithaca at the 14th Annual Women Making History
Celebration. Congratulations, Florence. She also
keeps active with duplicate bridge tournaments
and daily walks. She visited relatives in Florida
during March as a respite from the Ithaca winter.
Murray and Joan Socolof have just moved to 40102 Park View, Pompton Plains, NJ 07444. Murray
keeps active with tennis, walking, and bridge.
Joseph Cohen of 620 Barstow Rd., Albany,
GA 31705, is retired, but keeps occupied with his
computer, dancing, and crossword puzzles, as
well as frequent celebrations with a very large
family. Harry Olmstead of 308 South River Rd.,
Walton, NY 13856, writes that he will be 95 in
July and has been twice widowed. He recanes
chairs and lives in his own home with his dog
Lilly. This past Christmas, as in many prior
years, he made 50 pounds of peanut brittle (one
batch at a time) for his many friends.
My supply of news is meager and I would
love to hear from more of you so that we can
keep the column in business. The best to all of
you. ❖ Albert G. Preston Jr., 252 Overlook Dr.,
Greenwich, CT 06830; tel., (203) 869-8387; email, davada35@aol.com.



The class column for this issue
can be found with the Reports of
Reunion Classes, which begin on
page 64.

The Class of 1937 Tradition Fellowship, our 1997 60th Reunion
special project, continues to support worthy students. It is gratifying to receive letters from our scholars expressing deep appreciation for Fellowship assistance
and telling about their studies and the many
service activities that make up an essential part
of the Fellowship grants. The Fellow for 2005,
Shane Dunn ’07, is a junior in the Ag college. In
addition to his studies as a communication arts
major, he has been active in the Public Service
Center as a community programs specialist and
as a Cornell University Ambassador providing
liaison with prospective students, families, and
alumni on behalf of the Undergraduate Admissions Office. In the fall of 2005 he was chosen for
advanced studies in Bath, England. Shane has
been warmly appreciative of the assistance provided by his Fellowship. Reana Carr ’07, the Fellowship holder in 2004, was born and raised in
Prescott, AZ, and wrote that coming to Cornell
was tremendously stimulating and challenging.
In addition to her studies, Reana was a busy volunteer, especially as an after-school tutor, helping in a soup kitchen, and with a reading fair.
Putting a hobby to good use, she sewed some 60
blankets for underprivileged infants and children.
The current book value of our Fellowship is
$151,189. The annual payout is approximately
$8,000 annually.
John Rockwood still lives in Traverse City
in northern Michigan, but has moved to 550
Bloomfield Rd., 49686-2840. As President Ed
Shineman approaches the end of his last of many
corporate directorships, he has been reliving his
working career that began in the mid-1930s. He
started paying into the Social Security system
while on a summer job at the Beechnut Packing
Company the year the system was started, and
contributed his “employment tax” faithfully for an
impressive 70-odd years. Does that belong in the
Guinness Book of World Records? Ed wonders if
anyone—maybe someone in the Class of ’37—
can tie his record. Call him at (917) 522-1250 or
write to 455 North End Ave., Apt. 411, New York,
NY 10282. Ed is recuperating from two hip
replacements, but is getting around better with the
aid of a cane. He’s in good spirits, considering.
The Great, Great 70th Reunion of the Great
Class of 1937 is just over the horizon. Are you
saving June 7–10, 2007 for a pilgrimage to Ithaca?
❖ Robert A. Rosevear, 2714 Saratoga Rd. N.,
DeLand, FL 32720-1403.



Jewel Rost Paley writes from Boca
Raton, FL, that her current activities
include playing lots of bridge and
some golf. She also receives regular
visits from grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Ruth Barclay Wright (Cape Porpoise, ME) also
plays bridge, as well as mah jong, but adds that she
would rather be “on the go!” Her fondest memory
of Cornell is all the good friends she had—“boys
and girls”—and she would love to hear from any
of them. Clara Rhodes Rosevear (DeLand, FL)
writes that she is a housewife—“in between meetings!” She is a museum docent for the DeLand
Museum of Art and a parliamentarian at the
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Women’s Club of DeLand, does finances for a
women’s club, and also volunteers with the Presbyterian Guild. She keeps in touch with old college friends through a round robin letter that
started in 1936 and is still going around!
Helen O’Brien Cyran (Los Angeles, CA) describes her days like this: “Keeping up my home
and grounds, Post Office, grocery, cleaners!”
Sudoku is very popular with Helen (“after hours
and before hours, too”) but she would also like to
be painting. She remembers the gorge, the beautiful rooms at Balch, and her friends from Cornell,
and would like to hear from any of them. “Hey,
there are 200 and some odd of us still hanging in
there!” Ralph Vreeland (Las Vegas, NV) wasn’t

or by e-mail directly to the Class Notes Editor at
adr4@cornell.edu. ❖ Class of ’38, c/o Cornell
Alumni Magazine, 401 East State St., Suite 301,
Ithaca, NY 14850.



Mother Nature was not kind to the
alumni who returned for Reunion
this year. It was rainy and cold almost the whole weekend, but it certainly didn’t dampen the spirits of the four in my
family from the classes of ’41, ’66, and ’71. They
had a wonderful time, loved the programs, met old
friends and made new ones, were introduced to
President Skorton, who made a surprise visit to the
tents, and went home exhausted and very happy.

‘We don’tonemissteensythe bit.Ithaca snow
’
S TA N L E Y S E G A L ’ 4 3

able to pick just one thing he remembers fondly
about Cornell—too many. Ralph is currently taking care of his wife Eileen and wishes he could also
play some golf. Jane Stiles Sharp-MacRae appears
to be in charge of recycling at her CCRC in Chapel
Hill, NC. “I recycle our and neighboring papers,
cans, bottles, plastics, corks, magazines, glass, and
messy electronic goods (TVs, computers, etc.). I
also help husband Duncan rise above aphasia to
speak on his latest book, An Academic Odyssey.” In
addition to all that, she attends concerts and public events and is cleaning out for a move to assisted
living, possibly sometime in 2007. Jane remembers
Triphammer Falls, Balch, and her Physics, Chem,
and Engineering classes and friends.
Carol Young Whitehill writes that she and
husband Richard ’39 live independently at a nursing home park in Fort Pierce, FL. Lately she has
been “staying inside where it’s warmer in Florida
winter and cooler in Florida afternoons” and playing cribbage with Dick. Who is the Cornell friend
she most likes to hear from? “It’s my husband—
and we hear from each other daily, and garden a
little. Sixty-six years.” Tom and Helen Brew Rich
are retired and live in Venice, FL. At Cornell, Tom
was the captain of the basketball team, and now
he keeps active with occasional games of golf.
Carol Thro Richardson (Stony Brook, NY)
continues as a clam monitor from April to October for the NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation in the clam transplanting program.
“I’m traveling to Paris in November to visit
daughter Joan, who works for Porlane Bakery as
sales manager. It’s the biggest bakery in Paris. I’m
volunteering in Austin, TX, in December for a
friend in the tobacco industry who sells over the
Internet. Visiting friends in Los Angeles and my
sister Eloise Thro Stimson ’41 in Laguna Woods,
CA. Would prefer living in California!” She has
fond memories of the deep snow in Ithaca—and
ice skating and tobogganing on Beebe Lake. She
keeps in contact with several friends from Cornell.
More to come in the next issue. Please send
us your news by US Mail at the address below,
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This is the time of year that class news dries
up, so I am hoping you’ll fill up my mailbox very
soon. In March ’06, Janna Malamud Smith, a psychotherapist and daughter of our classmate Ann
deChiara Malamud, published a memoir of her
famous father Bernard Malamud, called My Father
is a Book. As you may recall, Malamud has always
been regarded as one of the giants of 20th-century
literature; a number of his novels were made into
notable movies. Those of you who have read
Malamud, as I have, and remember Ann, will find
the account of his complicated life fascinating.
Sally Steinman Harms reports that the
friendship she, Janet Wasserman Karz, and
Dawn Rochow Seymour have formed since our
65th Reunion has blossomed. Not only have
they met for lunch, but they visited Janet’s studio to admire her “exquisite” pottery, and have
gone to see Dawn’s “spectacular” home overlooking Canandaigua Lake, with a funicular
built from the house on the cliff down to the
water! She plans to join Betty Luxford Webster
and husband Bill ’42 on their annual trip to
Stratford, Ontario, for the season of plays.
Edna Schmidt Aakre remains very active in
family affairs and enjoys participating in all the
family vacations. Helen Stephenson DeLuca
wrote that Priscilla Buchholz Frisbee visited her
in Florida last fall and they had a great time
together. I wonder how many others of you are
keeping in touch with each other.
I was pleasantly surprised to hear from John
Hull in May, reporting on his exciting winter
trip around the world. I am forwarding his letter to Phil Twitchell and I will let him tell you
all about it.
May I remind you, ever so gently, that I need
to hear from you. My mailbox is empty! ❖ Ruth
Gold Goodman, 103 White Park Rd., Ithaca, NY
14850; e-mail, BG11@cornell.edu.
Robert Leigh “Bob” Brown lives in Lehigh Acres,
FL (209 N. James Ave., 33971). He is presently
confined to a wheelchair due to an accident, and

his son Bryan and other nearby Cornellians assist
in taking care of him. He says that he is writing
a book to be entitled “PeaceMakers Altruism
Manual,” presenting his ideas on destroying terrorism. He enjoyed watching the Cornell hockey
team when they played in an arena near his
home last December.
John Hull Jr. of Dewittville, NY, sent a couple of letters detailing recent events in his and wife
Astrid’s lives. In late 2005 Astrid’s summer cottage
near Stockolm, Sweden, was completely destroyed
by fire. They made a trip to Sweden to review the
damage and while there he suffered a problem
with his heart that required several days’ hospitalization. After sufficient recovery they flew to
Manila in the Philippines and then on to Bangkok
to check on his medical condition and to attend
the nearby wedding of Astrid’s son Jan. After the
celebration they returned home, stopping off for
a day in Tokyo and six days in Honolulu. Once
home he spent some time at a hospital in Erie.
Later they spent a month in Naples, FL, where he
underwent treatment. He says that he has recovered successfully and is looking forward to swimming, golf, and a return trip to Stockholm to see
their new island home under construction.
Your correspondent Phil Twitchell and wife
Sylvia took a cruise of Belgium and Holland,
returning in early May. It was windy and cold, but
the flowers were in full bloom. It was a nice break
and a most enjoyable trip. ❖ Phil Twitchell, 1963
Indian Valley Rd., Novato, CA 94947; e-mail,
philtwitchell@comcast.net.



Labor Day greetings to all as I
write this on a hot June Father’s
Day. I hope by the time you
receive this, all of you will have
had a fine summer and are ready to send a few
words about your family and your doings—
either to me or directly to the alumni magazine.
We need the news to provide you with a column!
Bob Knowlton sent an interesting note
about his college roommate Burges Smith, who
was active in the Glee Club, president of the
musical honor society (The Musical Club) in our
senior year, and a naval aviator during WWII.
Afterwards, he and his wife Clare started Aid to
Artisans, going worldwide to underdeveloped
people, helping them design, make, and market
native items not made from animals. Some have
now been brought to and sold in the US. A most
interesting and different project!
A ’41 Class Correspondent kindly forwarded
some news about Fred Newcomb. He has retired
from Kimberly Clark (best known for its indispensable Kleenex!). Fred has settled in Georgia
after pretty well covering the US during his career.
He had a stroke, but by swimming and walking
he has remained quite mobile. He and his wife
Phyllis have been married for over 63 years and
they hope to make the next reunion. Good!
Paul Fox has been escaping New York winters in an RV club in the Everglades with beautiful weather and a swimming pool across the road,
and where he can watch painted buntings, which
he says are special (particularly the males). He
planned to leave in April for more congenial summer weather at his home in Wolcott, NY. Bob
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Blazey reported from St. Petersburg, FL, that he
spends his time golfing, swimming, doing some
traveling, and following major league sports.
It has occurred to me that perhaps I, too,
might give a bit of news. I keep busy at my very
nice retirement community in Winchester, VA,
where I have a lovely apartment overlooking
beautiful woods. I make frequent trips into my
old haunts in Northern Virginia. A curious
anomaly: I live in the northernmost part of Virginia, but NOT in “Northern Virginia.” That
term applies only to the Virginia suburbs of
Washington, DC—as only old-timers from these
parts would understand.
I’m still looking for a volunteer to write this
column. It’s not that hard, except getting the
news— and that’s interesting and rewarding
when it comes in! It really wouldn’t be all that
hard for some retired journalist or newsletter
writer, as I’ve said before.
Best wishes to all for a good summer past
and for an active fall and winter! ❖ Ellen Ford,
300 Westminster Canterbury Dr., Apt. 416, Winchester, VA 22603.




The class column for this issue
can be found with the Reports of
Reunion Classes, which begin on
page 64.

Morris and Phyllis Feil (Boynton
Beach, FL) claim to have the best
of both worlds, living in Florida in
the winter and New Jersey in the
summer. Their son Jonathan ’76 lives in Seattle,
WA, and son Stuart is a “consummate New Yorker.”
Morris plays golf as much as he can. Ken Hubbard (Ft. Myers, FL) is pleased to still be playing
banjo at Snook Haven in Venice, FL, on Thursdays
year-round, and they are now even providing a
luncheon for the popular banjo band. He recommends a Terry River Tour for anyone in the area.
Don Walsemann (Scottsdale, AZ; donmary
AZ@aol.com) and wife Mary took a trip to
Albany for a conference. They met Helene and
Bob Spickerman in Middleburg for a “much fun”
day. Betty Lee and Jay Harris, MD ’45 (Albuquerque, NM; calle2318@aol.com) finished their
travels with a third round-the-world trip. Jay
continues consulting to the State of New Mexico
on public employers liability retirement. His hobbies include gardening, sailing, and skiing, but
he’s given up windsurfing. He also meets with
Randy Briggs ’43, MD ’45, for lunch each month.
Ann and Jerry Asher (Boca Raton, FL; Jerry
A3880@aol.com) spend five weeks per year in
Aruba. Jerry serves on several charity boards and
enjoys taking courses on foreign policy and
Middle East studies and playing tennis. George
and Barbara Crohurst Howell (Oak Brook, IL;
ghowell@pfingsten.com) enjoyed family reunions
and athletic workouts this year. George was past
mayor of Oak Brook and is a trustee of the Christ
Church. He is working with his partners in private equity and recently closed on a new fund.
They are very pleased with our selected Cornell
scholarship students. “They are very smart!”
Keeping up with Ed Markham is not easy. He
and Yoshiko attended a garden writers meeting

in Vancouver, BC. He gives this account: “The
publisher’s editor asked each of us to draw a line
across a paper with a zero at the left and the age
we think we might reach at the right. At the
proper place, we put our current age. It graphically stirs up thoughts of where we have been
and what we have done thus far, and what we
hope to accomplish in the time left!” They also
visited Ed’s brother in St. George, UT, and made
a trip to Cornell as guest speaker on “Yesterday,
Today, and Tomorrow.”
Preston and Ellen Quackenbush Conaway
visit nursing home residents, and Ellen has crocheted 1,500 cap and bootie sets for newborns
in hospitals in the last ten years. They traveled to
California to visit their son. Ruth Naitove Sherman (Lynbrook, NY) is studying Spanish to
enhance her tutoring of ESL in Hewlett High
School and keeps in touch with her roommate
Annette Fox Levitt (NYC). She also enjoyed a
trip to northern Europe, cruising the Panama
Canal, and a Theatre-at-Sea cruise that had
Broadway stars aboard. James, MS ’47, and Alice
Popp Whitaker (Bowie, MD; jhw17@juno.com)
have moved to Collington, a retirement community where several other Cornellians also live.
Beverly Ham Allen (Arcade, NY) sadly
reports the death of Julia Papez Wood (Omaha,
NE). They were roommates who became reacquainted at our 50th Reunion and then kept in
touch. Julia left nine children, 27 grandchildren,
and nine great-grands. A native Ithacan, she always
spoke fondly of Cornell. Arthur Pantos (West
Newton, MA) left us recently also, leaving his wife
Despina, three children, and four grandchildren.
Abbott Allen Putnam misses his wife, who passed
away. He enjoys his two daughters and grandson.
I regret to report the passing of Ken Stofer
’43. Ken was co-founder of the Tillinghast Association and served as membership chairman. His
tireless spirit and make-it-happen attitude were
instrumental in building the association. His
interest in golf was legendary. He sent me an
autographed copy of the fascinating The Day
Buffalo Jack Played the Black by Philip Young. A
really fun read—about golf, of course. I heard
from Liz Schlamm Eddy that Dorothy Dodds
Kraker (New Smyrna Beach, FL) passed away
recently after a long illness. Her husband Jim
said, “She’s at rest and I’m at peace.” A terrific
classmember. We’ll all miss her.
An interesting New York Times article was
passed to me by a U. of Pennsylvania friend. It’s
about a Cornell image committee consisting of
50 recent graduates that has been busy for four
years improving Cornell’s marketing and branding more aggressively as an Ivy League institution
rather than a “farm school.” The bookstore was
persuaded to stock a new line of vintage hats and
sweatshirts that emphasize Ivy League roots, and
a redesigned website was instituted. Now they are
working on reducing class size. More applications
have resulted. Also, Cornell placed fifth in money
raised in 2005 by alumni and foundations.
Love hearing from you, and I’m sure all
those with e-mail addresses would also. My new
e-mail is: carolynfinn@comcast.net. ❖ Carolyn
Evans Finneran, 8815 46th St. NW, Gig Harbor,
WA 98335; tel., (253) 265-6618.



Back in May, Hedy Neutze Alles
(Haddonfield, NJ), one-time coauthor of this column, sent me an
Atlantic City casino postcard
announcing that she had just mailed in her class
dues. Must’ve hit for at least 43 samolians. Any
other dues laggards need the name of that casino?
Also in May, we Harrises drove the 54 miles
across Bucks County to attend an address by
Charles Walton before the student body of the
George School, where he boarded/prepped 67
years ago. In the intervening aeons he invented
RFID, which begot the electronic hotel key, and
is now rapidly replacing bar-coding. Next time
you glide through the EZ-Pass lane, nod gratefully in the direction of Los Gatos, CA. What did
Charlie tell the assembled preppies? Be sure, as
he had not, to make a lot of money before their
patents run out.
From Edy Newman Weinberger (Long Boat
Key, FL): “I loved your Vonnegut column—
refreshing not to read about retirement homes,
grandchildren, and hip replacements.” Sorry, Edy.
Recess is over. Reality time. Our lifelong good
friends are checking out. We’ll sadly miss Joe
Arnaboldi, DVM ’43, Bob Clement, Bob Hutton, Dan Nehrer, Bob Noyes, Jerry Nuffer, Fred
Spencer, Ken Stofer, and Marian Weinberg Lurie.
Betty Jane Bockstedt Forgham (Palm City,
FL) writes: “I’m a resident in a retirement community called Sand Hill Cove. [Okay, Edy?] I so
wonder if there are other Cornellians living here.
It would be a pleasure meeting them. Is there any
way you could get this information?” I thought
maybe a C.U. zip code search, but not available.
How ’bout I arrive Palm City on Tuesday, BJ, and
together—you, me, my walker—we ring doorbells? Pat Rider Huber (Cromwell, CT) reports:
“I’ve lived at Covenant Village for a year now,
having moved here from Cape May, NJ. Enjoy
bridge, lectures, the Hartford Symphony, bus
trips to historic places. And the food is the best!
Do come see me when you’re in the area.”
In telegraphese from Colorado Springs, Jim
Mayer fills in his News Form: “Spouse’s name:
one dead, one divorced. Met Shirley Hawkins
7/2/45; married her 7/27/45. WWII navy fighter
pilot. Recalled for Korean War, then back to
chemical sales, Calgon div. of Merck; ret. 1985;
started own co.; still selling chemicals. Life is
good. Two daughters, five granddaughters, all in
advanced degrees except 7-year-old, who is
going to be President.” [Refreshing, huh, Edy?]
“I was drafted into the Army at the end of my
junior year,” writes Dick Rochow (Hilton Head,
SC), “and just as I was about to ship out with the
combat engineers, I was accepted for ordinance
OCS Aberdeen, MD. Saw action in France, Belgium, Germany with 970th Heavy Maintenance.
Our original store, Forsythe Jeweler’s, Rochester,
NY, is carried on by daughter Susan and her
husband Matt Wahl. Last year we sold our business here on Hilton Head to daughter Deborah.
Barbara and I took the university tour to Sorrento and southern Italy last summer. Highlight:
the Amalfi Coast. My twin brother and teammate on the Big Red Eleven, Frank ’44, died
eight years ago. I’d like to hear from Lou
Helmick and any other football players still
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macho enough to dial (843) 671-2470. See you
all at our 65th Reunion.”
Leon Schwarzbaum reports: “I have been a
freelance writer for the past 18 years. Currently I
write textbook content and magazine articles.
Daughter Lisa, critic for Entertainment Weekly; son
Dan, producer and distributor of documentary
videos; son Paul, pres. Viking Pump Co.” This
from Stanley Segal,“After six years of ocean travel,
we’ve settled down on terra firma; summers in
Santa Monica, winters in West Palm Beach, and
we don’t miss the Ithaca snow one teensy bit.”
“The Turrels at 85 are doing pretty well,”
writes John (Mount Vernon, IL), creating delightful neologisms as he goes: “Eloise (Clor)’s left hip
gave way in early October. It’s been glued
together, but while she’s still somewhat hampered, she’s enough healed to give me on-site
assistance in buying stuff for the table, as well as
assuming her rightful role in edibilizing said
purchases. Cornell Mag keeps us Hill-informed.
Looking forward to next Reunion.”
Fifty years ago, the late Ben Mintz held the
first Cornell football-golf outing. “It was a smashing success then, and,” says the broadside I have
in hand,“this year’s event [it was in August] promises to be better than ever. Attractions: picturesque
lake cruise, wine-tasting tour of the Finger Lakes
wineries, complimentary youth sports football/
cheerleading camp run by Big Red staff, golf and
tennis tournaments, auction, and banquet. Last
year, $126,540 was netted to help support Cornell football.” Nice sum even if you say it fast. But
it might only keep the NFL’s Terrell Owens happy
for perhaps 14-1/2 seconds.
Monday, April 3, brought this to my In Bin:
“On Wednesday, at two minutes and three seconds after 1:00 in the morning, the time and
date will be 01:02:03 04/05/06. That won’t happen again for roughly 1,000 years.” When I forwarded the news to Charles Harris, he replied:
“I remember the last time.”
Hedy’s exchequer: Trump Marina. Shhhhh.
Neologism: newly coined word. Class dismissed.
❖ S. Miller Harris, PO Box 164, Spinnerstown,
PA, 18968; e-mail, millerharris@netcarrier.com.



It’s June and everything is
blooming except class news. All
items on hand will be included.
In Chicago in August 2005 at
the Congress on Anti-Aging Medicine, classmate
I. William Lane, MNS ’48, along with Henry
Heimlich ’41, MD ’43, were honored, Heimlich
for his “Heimlich Maneuver” (credited with saving more than 50,000 lives) and Lane for founding the I. W. Lane College of Integration Medicine in Winter Park, FL. These awards were the
first ever made by the organization. Dr. Lane’s
book Sharks Don’t Get Cancer describes his use
of shark cartilage for cancer patients. His work
with 29 patients in Cuba was featured on “60
Minutes” in 1992 and 1993. Dr. Lane’s college
features anti-aging medicine and is the only college offering a master’s degree in that subject.
Another honoree is Theodore Markham, MS
’71, who was feted as the only living member of
five elected to the 2005 Steuben County Hall of
Fame for service to rural people and agriculture.
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His contributions were made during a 34-year
tenure with cooperative extension. Priscilla
Young Waltz had a very successful showing of 15
Maine watercolors at the Sea Cliff, NY, Library.
(Her proclaimed “last show” was four years ago.)
Pearne Billings was acclaimed by the Veterans
Administration with four others as the perfect
example of a good American in the Battle of the
Bulge in WWII. He counts two purple hearts
and two bronze stars. He said it was a wonderful experience, bringing back some good and
bad memories.
Grandchildren are the news. Philip McGinnis of Newark, DE, and wife continue to add
grands—14 now and three great-grands. Alan
and Erna Fox Kaplan ’45 of Chapel Hill, NC,
welcomed their tenth grandchild, Samuel Fox
Kaplan, son of Jonathan ’86 and Jacqueline
Wong. Carol Goldfarb Schreiber reports a
granddaughter spending a three-week session at
Cornell in July. Barbara Taylor Sherwood of
Endwell, NY, writes, “Even though I have no
grandchildren I am very proud of my two grandnieces.” One has a master’s degree from Binghamton U. and is working on a PhD; the other
graduated from Broome Community College
and enters Binghamton in the fall of ’06.
Charles Van Reed writes from Spring House,
PA, that he and Dorothy (Kleine) ’45 enjoyed our
reunion and planned on ’06 with CRC. “We have
attended every Cornell Reunion since 1950.”
Barbara Palmer Stewart, MS ’48, of Bath, NY,
describes her husband’s struggles with bypass
surgeries. Charles Williams is recovering from
a quadruple broken leg in Scottsdale, AZ. Marian Stout Lynes-Bouck says, “Just dealing with
arthritis—nothing serious.” She has visited Jerry
’43 and Barbara Hall Bowne. Otis Purdie, BCE
’47, of Fayetteville, NC, had a pacemaker installed
in May ’05, but feels “fortunate to have this old
body working though some of the parts are
wearing out.” Calvin Martin of Richmond, VA,
reports the death of his wife Elizabeth Ann
(Pierce) ’45. They had four children.
Virginia MacArthur Clagett says son Henry,
wife, and three sons had a week of baseball in
Cooperstown, NY (“ugh”). She planned a trip to
Maine and Vermont.
May 10 marked the 10th anniversary of the
opening of Falcons Landing, Air Force Officers
CCRC in Sterling, VA. The celebration of “Flying
High” was week-long with games, exhibits, artistsat-work, etc., by day and a play and skits by night,
culminating with an elegant dinner-dance. The
Rundells have been in residence nine and a half
years. It has been a very comfortable and interesting life—great people, great activities, great food!
That’s all, folks! Send your news. ❖ Nancy
Torlinski Rundell, 20540 Falcons Landing Cir.
#4404, Sterling, VA 20165.



Paul, MBA ’49, and Agnes Lodwick Kilby, MS ’48, live in Lakeland, FL, where Paul keeps busy
doing free tax counseling for the
local AARP chapter. Richard Zimmern (Delray
Beach, FL), who would rather be back practicing pediatrics, is busy restoring his home (which
fell victim to Hurricane Wilma last October),

but manages to fit in some golf, gardening, and
reading. RADM Roger Milnes (Vienna, VA), who
well remembers his freshman chemistry and
physics professors, would like to travel Europe
again, but lack of mobility is keeping him to
tending his large lawn and garden in addition to
an occasional visit with his L.A. grandchildren.
From Lexington, KY, Charles Holmes, BA ’47,
reminisces about the lectures of Prof. E. J. Simmons and his friendship with his fellow Kappa
Alpha members. He attends some U. of Kentucky
programs on foreign policy and international
politics, which help with his leadership of senior
citizens’ discussion groups on Great Decisions.
William Doe (Harvard, MA) still helps his
brother Whitney ’43 at his three-acre Doe
Orchards, and thinks retirement is “so far, so
good.” Bill would rather be rowing under Stork
Sanford and would love to hear from some of his
old crewmates. Many of them did send messages
about the sad and unexpected demise of Herbert
Dow “Ted” Doan in Midland, MI, last May.
On the anniversary of V-E Day, May 8, I sent
an e-mail to some fellow old coots asking if they
remembered; many indeed did. Tom Buffalow
(Hillsborough, CA) was in Bhamo, Burma, setting up a base to coordinate a better way to fly the
“hump” to deliver supplies to China. Tom remembers the corpses of Japanese soldiers along Lido
Road, killed by General Stilwell’s troops, who had
just driven them out of Bhamo. Tom also well
remembers Dean “Dusty” Rhodes’s unannounced
prelims. He recently attended the seventh annual
Silicon Valley Cornell Presidential Event with President Hunter Rawlings at the Computer History
Museum. William Duboc (Mequon, WI) still has
a place in Naples, FL, which he says is also known
as God’s waiting room. Bill’s first wife died in 1994,
and his second (from Naples) in 1999; he remarried two years ago and says that retirement beats
working. On V-E Day Bill was in Brunswick, ME,
attending the Navy’s pre-radar school at Bowdoin
College. After the war he went to Sharon, PA, with
Westinghouse, where he later became engineering
manager at the transformer works there. Eventually he was general manager of their Muncie, IN,
operation and says he might have gone a bit
higher if he’d been more tactful with his superiors. That is the Bill I knew; tell it like it is! Anyway,
he thinks life has been good. He has three sons
and a daughter scattered from Denver to Toronto;
two have condos in Naples, which is nice for him.
Albert Brown, PhD ’51 (Lincoln, NE) fitted
a trip to Tanzania in between his gardening and
wildlife photography activities. Al remembers
fondly his graduate studies in microbiology and
viruses at the James A. Baker Animal Research
group. He would like to contact some old friends
by e-mail, but is still intimidated by computers.
Like many of us, a grandson could show him all
about them! Another gardener is Bernard Mayrsohn (Purchase, NY), who is also a big golfer,
swimmer, and tennist. Barney just returned from
a snorkeling/hiking trip to the Galapagos Islands
with son Mark ’77. He says the most notable
thing he remembers from his days on the Hill
was meeting and marrying his wife Ethel (Handelman) ’46. Our hyperactive gal Gloria Marti
(NYC) is still working away as president of the
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family company, F. Marti & Co., traipsing all over
the globe skiing, and attending the opera and
ballet as well as taking private performance dance
lessons. She was decelerated a bit after being hit
by a “killer taxi,” but well remembers skiing down
the golf course and Libe slope. We question if she
slowed down for long!
Last, but certainly not least, comes a report
for our distinguished classmate William Berley
(NYC), who still loves the CAU activities, the latest to London for a week of theater, following
which he will spend a few days in Paris and end
up on a Rhine cruise from Basel to Amsterdam.
Can’t keep a good man down! Ruth Bussell
McLay (Holmdel, NJ) slid down to Slidell, LA,
to celebrate the 60th anniversary of her wedding
to John at their son’s home, along with family
from Georgia, Indiana, Oklahoma, and Washington. They left just before Katrina arrived and
everyone was evacuated. Spoofie says that son
George is still putting things back together.
Each time we send an e-mail to the class, we
have some that bounce because all of us seem to
keep changing e-addresses; please let me know
if you do that! ❖ Prentice Cushing Jr., 713 Fleet
Dr., Virginia Beach, VA 23454; tel., (757) 7162400; e-mail, Cushcu45@wmconnect.com.




The class column for this issue
can be found with the Reports
of Reunion Classes, which begin
on page 64.

Big news is of Barlow Ware—
again! He was honored on May
8 as a Foremost Benefactor of
Cornell U. in the Robison Hall of
Fame Room in Schoellkopf Memorial Hall at a
luncheon ceremony and celebration hosted by
President Emeritus Frank Rhodes. It was a grand
event with over 65 friends, colleagues, and admirers (many more attendees than previous such
lunches had). Andy Noel, Director of Athletics,
delivered the welcoming remarks, then Pres.
Rhodes gave the presentation and conducted the
rest of the program. The Hangovers sang, and
many guests spoke and gave tributes. There were
fellow Ithaca Rotarians, cohorts from the Athletics department, more cohorts from the Development department, and alumni from various
classes, including our own. Margi Schiavone
Berens was there, as was her daughter Mary
Berens ’74, Director of Alumni Affairs, and her
husband Paul Feeny, who teaches in the Ecology
and Evolutionary Biology department. Pete
Schwarz and his wife Elaine (Drobner), and my
husband Doug Anderson ’50 and I were happy
to be there and help celebrate the event. Pete contributed a lot of pictures of Barlow at different
class and university activities, and the planners
made a slide show that added fun to the festivities. It was a beautiful day, as the campus always
was in the spring (when it wasn’t raining), and
there was much warm feeling in the room. We
ended, of course, with the Alma Mater. It was a
wonderful day, and Barlow was beaming.
There was a printed program with a full-page
recounting of Barlow’s accomplishments, involvements, and contributions—not only to Cornell

but also to numerous civic, church, and charitable
organizations. He has been generous with his gifts
to many colleges and programs here, including the
Library, Plantations, the Johnson Museum, student
aid, and the Ag college. Barlow’s support of Athletics has been extensive, including a contribution
to the constructive of the press box at Schoellkopf
and planning a generous endowment to benefit
both women’s and men’s programs. For our class
he has always been active—as secretary for the
men’s class in the early years, and now as vice
president. He also helps me by sharing interesting
campus information—and by being my friend.
I am assuming that for this honor a brick
will be installed in his name on the wall outside
the Libe. He will join there our dear friends Don
and Margi Berens, who were honored many
years ago. We are a lucky class to have these great
and good friends. I thank them from all of us.
A lot of News Forms have arrived! Thank
you! I will parcel them out through the year, so
you may not see your news right away. If you
haven’t sent yours yet, please do so, for there are

they are very happy and busy in Cleveland. They
are 50-year members of a community acting
group in which they recently had the leads in a
production of a play called Doubt. She says it
was “heavy stuff!” Margie gardens, loves the
Cleveland Orchestra, and is looking forward to
an ambitious expansion of their art museum,
which will also have a new director. She says she
loves being 80, and is well and enjoying life.
Wonderful! I hope you all are having the same
good feelings. ❖ Arlie Williamson Anderson,
238 Dorchester Rd., Rochester, NY 14610; tel.,
(585) 288-3752; e-mail, arlie47@aol.com.



Bernard Harper Friedman
(Bob or B.H.), New York City:
“Write during day—and night.
Recently at my desk, writing (as
I remember), and would rather be writing something else (instead of this!). Plan to write tomorrow. Have 20 books published. My next book, a
memoir called An Excellent Trip, should be out
in 2006. A short novel, My Case Rests, will follow.

Marti was decelerated a bit
‘Gloria
after being hit by a “killer taxi.”
’
PRENTICE CUSHING JR. ’45

not enough for the whole year. A few arrived by
mail and e-mail and that was fun for me. One
was from Jean Kuttler Schreiber, who lives in
Lexington, MA. After retiring as an aeronautical
engineer at Raytheon, she has traveled widely,
visiting India, Japan, Guatemala, Jamaica, France,
Italy, Egypt, and China—around the world! Jean
addressed her news simply to Arlie, which tickled me because that’s who I am and who you all
know me as. She wrote not planning to come to
reunion. I hope she’ll change her mind.
Helen Tetter Kennedy used the mail and tells
us she lives in Vero Beach, FL, where she has been
for 58 years. She spends summers in Waynesville,
NC. Enjoying her life, she is busy all the time and
loves to entertain, play bridge, and travel. Helen has
been a widow for 20 years, but her sister Babette
Tetter Rutherford ’49 and her family live close by.
Traveling has taken Helen around the world:
South America, Australia and New Zealand, and
most of Europe. She keeps up with Cornell activities, mostly through the Hotel Society, and sometimes gets together with Delta Gamma alums.
Irwin Gonshak (igonshak@aol.com) emailed to report that as chairman of the Writers
Guild of America, East, Short Radio Drama Committee and radio producer for Teachers and Writers Collaborative, he has produced the Big Apple
Short Radio Drama Festival on WNYE-FM/91.5.
The Festival can now be heard on WGAE’s website, http://www.wgaeast.org/, then click on TV/
Radio News. It sounds really interesting. I hope
many of you in the City area are listening.
Margaret Newell Mitchell (mnm1947@aol.
com) sent me a copy of her 2005 Christmas letter. She and husband Bill don’t travel much, for

Problem is adjusting to the loss of my wife Abby
(Noselson), who died Dec. 10, 2003, noticed in
New York Times, East Hampton Star, and in this
magazine. Our first grandchild, Oskar Lino KarlJohan Harper Friedman, was born Dec. 13, 2004.
World’s problem is protecting the environment
and reducing the population explosion. The solution is obvious but politically difficult. Cornell and
other educational institutions must lead the way!”
John “Skeeter” Skawski, Ed D ’57, Dryden,
NY: “Professional golfer and poker player. Afterhours, play bridge and read this magazine. Last
remember watching CU football team beat Bucknell, Harvard, and Georgetown in Schoellkopf
Stadium! Am planning for our 60th Reunion in
2008. ‘C U there!’ ” Mary Keesecker Sullivan,
Portland, ME: “Taking care of myself. Am quite
handicapped and need to move to assisted living. My husband Ed (‘Sully’), DVM ’51, a retired
veterinarian, recently died from surgical complications.” John Kent, Yardley, PA: “Married
Phyllis June 18, 2005 in Yardley. We were introduced by our children [Ed.: a ‘reverse’ arranged
marriage]. The merger of our families is not yet
fully accomplished. Grandchildren increased
from five to 15! Traveled from St. Petersburg to
Moscow via river cruise with Cornell Alumni
Holiday (also Lehigh, Duke, and Northwestern
U.) in July ’05. Very enjoyable trip and group.”
Jackie Smith Flournoy, Westport, CT: “Still
volunteer secretary for Cedar Point Yacht Club.
Also take care of house and grounds. See movies,
play bridge, do crafts. These new houses are really
big! Went to France. Last remember raking leaves.
Would rather be relaxing where there are no hurricanes. Plan to stay healthy so I can continue
SEPTEMBER / OCTO BER 2006
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living in my home and take trips. Problem is
keeping up with everything that has to be done.
Solution: Forget it and relax with a good book.
World’s problem is saving environment and aiding victims of catastrophes. Solution is caring,
use of safe fuels, and money. Have discovered
that I can’t clean gutters anymore. Love of family and friends is what keeps me alive and enjoying life.” Robert Levy, Boca Raton, FL: “Collect
stamps, paint (India Inks), build model ships,
and play golf four times a week. Took Danube
cruise (Nuremberg to Budapest). Took Tauck
tour to Napa, Sonoma, Yosemite, Capistrano, Big
Sur Drive, San Francisco, and San Diego. Plan a
wine tour down the Loire in August. Grandson,
30, married in ’05. Bad 110 mph hurricane
(Wilma) in Oct. ’05; no electrical power for
seven days. The entire Cornell experience was
100 percent happy.”

time: read and collect coins. Keep up with breakdowns by visiting eye physicians, urologists, vascular surgeons, dentists, etc. Would rather be
traveling to see offspring in Oregon, Washington,
Georgia, New York, and Massachusetts. Fondest
memory is solving the world’s problems over a
few beers at the Straight.”
Arthur Bernstein, White Plains, NY: “Manufacture logo items (like DICE). Busy with golf,
bridge, six grandchildren, two great-grandchildren,
golf, and more golf. Everything I did or experienced at Cornell is the fondest of my memories.”
Richard Brown Jr., Rockville Centre, NY: “Retired
lawyer. Swimming (summer), dining out, reading,
travel, following doings of 11 grandchildren. Went
to China, Rome, and Malta in ’04 and ’05.” Joan
Tonks Patterson, Modesto, CA: “Retired from
mental health work. Friends of Library, Library
Foundation board, League of Women Voters,

to avoid permanent wars,
‘we Ifhavewe want
to promote discourse among the
five major world religions.
’
ERNST ALBRECHT ’50

Bart Holm, West Grove, PA: “Two weeks in
Italy, summer on Lake Champlain. Do volunteer
work, tax assistance, and local skiing, and try to
understand grandchildren of the new generation.
Life is blessed with happiness, health, and contentment. Fondest Cornell memory is sledding
on Libe Slope.” William Gibson, Danville, CA:
“Walk one mile per day, nap, read. California is
getting even stranger.”
Charlie Elbert, Clifton, NJ: “Inside and outside house maintenance, trust management, and
estate litigation. Relaxing with good martini (or
two). Reading WWII technical history, recent IEFE
journals, and light fiction. Very pleasant trip to ‘San
Fran,’ Napa Valley, Muir Woods, and several wineries. Granddaughter started at St. Elizabeth College
(NJ) with a presidential scholarship. Most pressing problem is getting the best martini. Solution is
to keep trying. World’s problem is terrorism. Solution: Clean out religious fanatics. Go after militants more aggressively. Educate Islamic people
that terrorism does not pay and cannot win. Promote democratic principles. Have recently discovered, as the song says, ‘The best of times is now!’”
Stanley Glasser, PhD, Houston, TX: “Professor and counselor at Baylor College of Medicine and Texas A & M Health Science Center in
the Texas Medical Center, Houston. Writing and
editing for a book on reproduction and development. Would rather be traveling to New Zealand
and Australia earning an income! Fondest Cornell memory is evolving from a first-generation
American background to an informed, academic,
assimilated person!” Jim Bostwick, Lakewood,
CA: “Manufacturer’s rep (AB Machinery Sales)
for packaging machinery; line integrator and
consultant to new and expanding packaging
businesses in all fields of manufacturing. Spare
80
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Unitarian Church committees, grandmothering,
YMCA exercise class, Book Club attendance,
reading, applying for a ‘Citizen Editor’ position
on a local paper. Best memory: sophomore year,
living with a great group of women at the Chi
Psi fraternity house.” ❖ Bob Persons, 102 Reid
Ave., Port Washington, NY 11050; tel. and fax,
(516) 767-1776.



Jack Gilbert sadly reports the
death earlier this year of Richard
Lustberg. “He had served our
class well as a former class president and most recently as our Cornell Annual
Fund representative. We miss you, Dick—good
friend and co-worker.”
Don Sutherland (Naples, FL; don@don
sutherland.com) is the secretary/treasurer of the
Cutlass Cove Beach Club and swims a mile a day.
Recent travel found him in more water—diving
in the Pacific in Indonesia and the Solomon
Islands. Looking back, Don writes, “I remember
how tough Chem E really was, and what it did
for me.” Bette McGrew Benedict (Lambertville,
NJ) is retired and works with nonprofit organizations, mostly publicity and arranging for auction items. Her right knee had to be replaced,
but she’s doing very well with physical therapy,
and is looking forward to the next reunion, as
well as casting the next Phillips Mill play. She’d
like to hear from Barbara Starkweather Brown.
Max Kraus (MHK10@cornell.edu) and his
wife are enjoying their “new life” in Middlebury,
VT, after 50 years in Philadelphia. “Plenty of biking, skiing, and gardening. And making new
friends, including Vermont Cornellians.” George
Supplee (Wilmington, NC; velsup@hotmail.com)
sent an enthusiastic note. He and wife Velma love

the senior community they just moved into, and
George loves wood carving as well. He admits to
occasional loafing. Stephen Profilet (Winona,
MN; sprofilet5130@charter.net) says he spends
a little time goofing off also. However, his main
avocation is choral singing. “I sing in St. Stan’s
choir, the funeral choir, the Winona Oratorio
Choir, Fountain City (WI) Community Singers,
Barbershoppers, and Golden Melodians.” His
fondest memory of Cornell is President Day’s
personal congratulation on graduation day, Feb.
2, 1949, at 12:00 noon.
Also retired, Anthony Tappin (AGTap@aol.
com) is an active member of the Cornell clubs of
Chicago and Tucson, AZ, a member of the Cornell
Council and Athletic Advisory Committee, and
chairman emeritus of the Cornell fund drives in
the Chicago area. “Trying to stay healthy and
happy. Enjoying retirement. I play golf at the Tucson Country Club and Butterfield Country Club
in Oak Brook, IL.” Tony is in touch with many
classmates and friends, and remembers his Cornell
days well: four years of varsity soccer; Phi Gamma
Delta fraternity; Sphinx Head; Red Key; and being
business manager of the Cornell Widow. Speaking of friends, Herman Harrow (Monterey, CA)
hopes that he and wife Noreen will be able to
make the 60th Reunion in 2009.“I play tennis just
about every day, and volunteer at our local hospital once a week. We regularly visit Hawaii, Europe,
and local sites. I’m now 78 and enjoy encouraging our three children to do what they like best.”
“So many fond memories!” writes Betty Ellen
Wood Ries, MNS ’50 (Highland, IN; alwries@aol.
com). “One great opportunity—playing in the
symphony orchestra.” Betty is enjoying life and
knitting prayer shawls after-hours. “Husband Al
’51 and I are no longer AARP tax aides, but we
still do some tax preparation for former patrons.”
When she wrote in May, they had just finished
their tax season. “In March, we cruised to the
Hawaiian Islands—saw whales and dolphins
and had lots of rain. Finally connected with my
Cornell ‘roomie’ Patricia Ladd Herman and
husband Robert in Long Beach, CA, before our
cruise. We hadn’t seen each other since 1958—
a dream come true!” Rob Johns (Pomona, CA)
remembers great parties at the old Kappa Alpha
house. He’d love to hear from any Kappa Alphas
who remember 1942–49. Rob keeps fit and that
includes golf, billiards, bridge, poker, and travel.
He sold his Catalina 36-ft. sailboat and has taken
up radio-controlled model sailboats. Still spending time on the water, he took a 16-day cruise
last spring from San Diego through the Panama
Canal to Tampa, FL.
Mel Bennett (Ashland City, TN) remembers
the fellowship with the brothers in the ATO
house. He is retired and coping with a stroke sustained in July 1999, and would rather be traveling with wife Bobbi to visit their five children and
their families. Tom Clements (Saratoga Springs,
NY; clements@netheaven.com) dined recently
with ATO brothers Hank Gieseler ’46, MS ’50,
and Frank Bradley ’50. Tom is semi-retired from
the insurance brokerage business and plays golf
when he’s not working. He and wife Jean (Pirnie)
’50 winter in Sarasota, FL. Joseph McAuliffe
(Shoreview, MN) would like to hear from Don
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Briggs ’51. Joseph is retired but enjoying as many
activities as possible with various community
organizations. He is a regular ticket holder at the
Midwest Country Music Theater in Sandstone,
MN (as featured on the new network RFD-TV)
and continues to support 4-H Int’l. Joseph’s
memories of Cornell are very fond indeed: “Cornell United Religious Work and Dr. Glen Olds,
who recently passed away; and many faculty of
the Ag college who were supportive.”
Here’s a fond memory from Austin Story
(Chillicothe, OH; Moose2@horizonview.net):
“Meeting my wife on a blind date.” Austin is
retired and involved in church activities. He’s been
traveling recently and hopes to do more of the
same in the future. Constance Williams (Horseheads, NY) is retired and spends a good deal of
her time reading. She’d like to be playing golf,
too. Of Cornell she remembers all the people she
met and the time spent at the sorority. Room for
one more: William Wade (Sebastian, FL; biwade@
juno.com) is retired, but does some part-time irrigation design for the citrus industry. After-hours
activities include kayaking, fishing, and walking.
His fondest memory of Cornell is surveying
camp. He’d like to hear from William C. Taylor.
What he’s been doing recently? “Getting older.”
What he’d rather be doing? “Getting younger.”
Stay well. Stay happy. Be proud to be a ’49er! ❖
Dick Keegan, 100 Ashlar Village, Wallingford, CT
06492; e-mail, rjk27@cornell.edu.



A significant pleasure of this class
correspondent’s job is the occasional phone conversation with
one of our classmates. These
always involve recountings of various pathways
along which we have traveled since our days on
the Hill. Roads, from there to here, in time and
space—mundane, challenging, exotic, but always
life-enhancing. It is fascinating to note how many
of us benefited from the sage advice of Yogi Berra:
“When you come to a fork in the road, take it!”
For example, a Sunday evening talk with
Glenn Ferguson, MBA ’51, who had a remarkable career in academia and government service—president of four universities (Long Island
U., UConn, Clark U., and American U. of Paris),
as well as ambassador to Kenya, director of the
Peace Corps, and president of Radio Free Europe.
In retirement he has written six books with
engaging titles: Unconventional Wisdom, Americana Against the Grain, Tilting at Religion, Sports
in America: Fascination and Blemishes, Traveling
the Exotic, and Words for the Wise. Glenn and wife
Patti are retired in Santa Fe, NM. They are lifetime philatelists, numismatists, and birders with
2,571 listings from all seven continents. Family:
son Bruce (Harvard law), founder of Edenspace,
an environmental company; son Scott (Harvard),
an international financial consultant in Europe;
and daughter Sherry, Tufts Graduate School of
Law and Diplomacy and wife of Robert Zoellick,
deputy secretary of state. Plus three grandsons
and one granddaughter, all university students.
Sonia Pressman Fuentes, Potomac, MD, has
had an exciting year: 1) one of four recipients of
the Immigrant Achievement Award of the American Immigration Law Foundation; 2) one of ten

honorees at a Mother’s Day celebration of the
National Research Center for Women and Families; 3) one of 73 Jewish women in the US
included in an online exhibit of the Jewish
Women’s Archive entitled “Jewish Women and
the Feminist Revolution”; 4) notified by Xlibris
Corp., publishers of her memoir, Eat First—You
Don’t Know What They’ll Give You: The Adventures of an Immigrant Family and Their Feminist
Daughter, that she is one of their most successful
authors ever; 5) featured in a documentary, “The
Second Wave,” about the second wave of the
women’s movement (available free to any organization; contact jenniferhlee@earthlink.net).
Thomas Kerwick, Rochester, NY, is retired
from Eastman Kodak, where he was a photo engineer. Since the death of his wife Pat in ’03 he has
added two grandsons to the family. He reports
that his six kids are all healthy and happy. At age
82 his diversions are golf, bowling, and the local
jazz society. Ramon Aires, Granada Hills, CA, is
retired from a career in electrical engineering,
mostly with RCA, and now has time to work on
his prime interest in constructing retro audio systems of his own design. His oldest grandson graduated last June from Cornell’s School of Mechanical Engineering and continued on for a master’s.
Management of tech companies was the
career of Stan Taylor, Pasadena, CA. He currently
serves on the boards of two non-profits that provide startup loans to small companies that benefit low-income persons. He reports having a good
visit with Jim and Nancy Hubbard Brandt in his
old hometown of Chicago, and with them enjoying a Toulouse-Lautrec show in the new Millennium Park. Melvin Chernev, Fair Oaks, CA, is
retired as president of a firm that markets Christian Brothers wine and brandy worldwide. Bridge,
chess, and gin rummy are current diversions. He
has stepped down from service on the board of
governors of City U., Bellevue, WA, and chairman
of the board of Cogswell College, San Francisco.
Frederick Blumberg was a lawyer in Philadelphia, but is now retired in Hilton Head
Island, SC, where he has served as chairman of
the Zoning Board of Appeals. He currently plays
golf and works on his second novel. Kent Hurley,
Halifax, Nova Scotia, reports succinctly that while
employed as an architect he originated the workstudy program in architecture at Nova Scotia
Technical College, now Dalhousie U. Ernst
Albrecht, Burgdorf, Germany, spent 17 years
working on European unification, as he says, “to
end 1,000 years of wars,” then worked 20 years in
the ministries of Lower Saxony. His work in Kyrgyzstan helped save the lives of over 250 children.
Regarding the world’s most pressing problem, he
reports, as others of our colleagues have stated or
implied, “For the first time the world has become
one. If we want to avoid permanent wars, we have
to promote discourse among the five major world
religions.” Ernst has seven kids and 27 grandkids.
Roger Wolcott, Sandy Spring, MD, is a
retired professor of sociology and currently
active in the Kiwanis Club of Olney, MD. He is
a member of Christian Peacemaker Teams and
also serves on various committees of the Friends
House Retirement Community, a local Quaker
organization. He cites Iraq as our most pressing

national problem. Dave Dingle, New Suffolk, NY,
continues as our class pianist and protector/promoter of traditional Cornell songs. These have
been preserved in a little book, Cornell Songs,
which Dave will happily send to you, postage
paid. Send him ten dollars (five goes to the class
treasury) to PO Box 56, New Suffolk, NY 11956.
William Atkinson, Weston, MA, spent his
working years, 1950–85, in industrial design and
power plant engineering. He maintains a website
(http://www.atkinsopht.com) dealing with the
diverse subjects of “rowing, physics, engineering,
astronomy, kinetic sculpture, WWII, secular
humanism, etc.” He also serves as New England
section chair of the American Alpine Club.
Albert Neimeth, JD ’52, Melbourne, FL, is retired
associate dean of Cornell Law School. For over
50 years Al has served as reunion chair of his law
school class of ’53. His Melbourne home, which
he shares with wife Doris, is in a community for
retired military officers. They summer in their
beach home, Breezy Point, NY. All three children
are Cornell grads: Christine Neimeth Heijenga
’87, Susan Neimeth Fulshaw ’88, and Steven
Neimeth, MBA ’97.
Gretel Hackel lives in a rural area near
Manzanola in eastern Colorado where she “can’t
give up caring for a few livestock.” She enjoys
attending horse shows with her daughter (“who
shows horses all over the world”). Gretel stays in
touch with John Marcham and Sally Nichols
Perkins ’49, with whom she attended grade
school in Cayuga Heights. Anita Ades Goldin,
Louisville, KY, was a social worker and lecturer
in sociology at the U. of Louisville. She now
serves as president of the board of Shalom Towers, a high-rise residence for seniors. Anita enjoys
lectures and cultural events, singing in her synagogue choir, and working out at the gym.
Jane Wigsten McGonigal, our webmaster, is
seeking photos that attendees took at our 50th
Reunion. Please identify all parties in the pictures,
and send them to 1152 Coddington Rd., Ithaca,
NY 14850. ❖ Paul H. Joslin, 6080 Terrace Dr.,
Johnston, IA 50131-1560; tel., (515) 278-0960:
e-mail, phj4@cornell.edu; Marion Steinmann,
237 West Highland Ave., Philadelphia, PA 191183819; tel., (215) 242-8443; e-mail, cjoiner@ix.
netcom.com.




The class column for this issue can
be found with the Reports of
Reunion Classes, which begin on
page 64.

Spring and early summer brought
awards to classmates. In May,
Trudy Serby Gildea, our class
treasurer, received the National Jefferson Award for Public Service. As reported in the
Columbus (MS) Commercial Dispatch, Trudy was
cited for her founding and work with the Suzuki
Strings program, the Columbus-Lowndes Public
Library, and as vice president of the Columbus
Historic Foundation. The executive director of the
foundation said, “She has done more for children
and adults in the arts in this area than anyone.” In
June, Marshall Lindheimer received the Lifetime
of Service Award from the Medical Advisory
SEPTEMBER / OCTO BER 2006
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Board of the National Kidney Foundation of Illinois. The award citation said Marshall’s career has
been dedicated to the care of pregnant women
with medical complications, especially hypertension and renal disease, and cited his several hundred published basic and clinical studies concerning renal function, blood pressure control, volume
and water homeostasis, and microvascular function in normal and abnormal gestation. Marshall
also holds the Chesley Award for research in
hypertension in pregnancy and is among the
fewer than 100 Americans named ad eundems of
the Royal College of Obstetrics and Gynecology
(London) since the society’s inception.
An e-mail from Dori Crozier Warren reports
that she and Terry are now dividing their time
between Austinburg, OH, and Tucson, AZ,
where, in April, they attended a Southeast Arizona Cornell Club function with George, MBA
’56, and Gayle Raymond Kennedy. Terry and
daughter Karen Schneider were to join CAU’s
May/June trip to Morocco and Spain. Dori is
restudying the experiences of fellow Punahou
School classmates during the post-Pearl Harbor
Japanese, Italian, and German internments in
Hawaii. Terry’s Ohio State Bar Foundation class
is working on aid to Somalian Ohio residents. I
do have first person news from George and Gayle
Kennedy, who now live in Green Valley, AZ.
George writes, “Gayle and I moved to Green Valley in June ’04 to escape the ice, snow, and school
taxes of Ithaca. We miss Cayuga Lake, Cornell,
and our Ithaca friends, but now overlook a golf
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course and the Santa Rita Mountains. Gayle has
joined a book club and travel group. I have been
elected to our homeowners association board and
am active on the tennis courts three mornings a
week. Come visit when winter gets you down.”
Frederic Rubinstein, LLB ’55, New York
City, still has a day job as a partner at Kelley
Drye & Warren. As of his news form, stamped
February 2006, his after-hours activity was advising Denise O’Donnell, former US Attorney for
the Western District of New York, in her campaign for attorney general. He was traveling
between Manhattan and his home in Jupiter, FL,
and planning a January trip to Brussels and
Paris. Edward Wilkens, East Brunswick, NJ,
reports: No change. He’s still working for the US
Food and Drug Administration. Catherine
McDonald Hegeman, Mt. Laurel, NJ, volunteers
as chair of the Social Concerns Ministry at her
Catholic Church. She takes great advantage of
Philadelphia and its opera, orchestra, theater,
and museums. She recently attended a short
course on the history, ecology, wildlife, and management of the New Jersey Pinelands, and followed that up with the Philadelphia Flower
Show. Catherine came to our February class dinner and Council meeting during Mid-Winter
Meeting. More of you should do that. A short
note from Elaine Shannon Zimmer says that
she and William ’51 are still in Schenectady.
Eli Manchester Jr., Cohasset, MA, is still
working four or five days a month at Kewaunee
Scientific Corp., where he chairs the board. He
and Anne took two Cornell trips in the summer
of ’05. The first, “France, Spain, and Portugal,”
and the second to the Italian Lake District. “They
are great,” writes he. Dick Aitken, Bethesda, MD,
retired from the Venable Law Firm in 2004. Now
he plays golf, travels, and gardens. Howard
Maisel, New York, NY, is retired. He and wife Eve
France take many courses at the New School and
NYU. They serve on several boards and had
recently traveled to Prague and Budapest. George
and Evelyn Kunnes Sutton live in Arlington, VA.
Retired, he spends time with tennis, swimming,
theater, travel, and model-building. The Suttons
were about to take a tour of Poland when he
wrote. Asked what he’d rather be doing, he, as did
Howard Maisel, said, just what he’s doing now.
C. V. Noyes, MBA ’55, Harpswell, ME, writes
that his present day job is president of a fire/rescue company, volunteer ambulance driver, and
chauffeur for Betsy (Sachs) ’54. After hours, he
skis and sails. Recently, he has been “wondering
why I receive these weird books, no doubt at class
expense. Please desist.” Actually we have. No book
for this year at least. Frank and Mary Rowley
Forthoffer, Middletown, NY, are both retired,
Frank from retail management and Mary from
teaching. Frank is now into HO model railroading and Mary swims competitively. They both
volunteer for Meals on Wheels and Frank is a
sub-driver for a “handi-van,” which takes people,
presumably elderly, to doctors appointments and
so forth. The Forthoffers were planning some
trips for 2006 and thinking of furnishing a condo
in Florida to use from January to March.
All for now. Check out our Web page: http://
classof52.alumni.cornell.edu. ❖ Joan Boffa Gaul,

7 Colonial Pl., Pittsburgh, PA 15232; e-mail,
jgcomm@aol.com.



Some of us started out in our student days to attend lots of reunions
and are still at it, even in years that
don’t end in 3 or 8. ’Fifty-three supplies the Continuous Reunion Club (CRC) with
more members than any other class and was well
represented again last June. Floridians Gerry and
Sue Grady came the farthest but let others mix the
milk punch this time. Bob ’52, M Ed ’55, and Judy
Resnik Chabon came from the house they had
just sold, a little past the other side of Collegetown.
They are downsizing to exurban Ithaca. Bob was
checking out the 55th Reunion of ’51. (Ours is
approaching.) Bill, JD ’59, and Nan Bellamy were
there, along with Ernie, PhD ’69, and Jane Little
Hardy, Joyce Wisbaum Underberg, Jim and
Sandy Blackwood, Bill Gratz and Jay Bruno,
daughter Susie Hanchett ’90, and moi. Dick Halberstadt was there to help wife Peg (Jones) ’56
celebrate her 50th. Sweet, sad moments: the Savage Club bid a farewell to one of its finest, the
world’s seventh greatest magician Jack Mannix,
JD ’58, recently departed. CRC did likewise for
the late Dick Kirwan. They are missed.
Martin Ginsburg continues to teach law
full-time at Georgetown, which he has been
doing since 1980 and, when asked what he’d
rather be doing, he slyly replies, “Nothing.” He
was honored last May with a lifetime Distinguished Service Award from the American Bar
Association’s Section of Taxation. “Strong rumors
that the selection committee was drinking heavily at lunch were ignored by most who attended,”
he submits briefly. His most unforgettable character at Cornell? “My wife (of 52 years), Ruth
Bader Ginsburg ’54,” says he.
What’s keeping Miguel ’52 and Barbi Brothers Abizaid busy out in Broomfield, CO, is “taking care of each other and planning trips.” But,
she says wistfully, she’d rather “be young and back
at Cornell.” Her most unforgettable character?
Government professor “Mario Einaudi, an exemplary citizen and caretaker of Cornell and the
world—and a superb teacher.” What would Felice
Bernstein Burns rather be doing? “I’m satisfied
with volunteer work, sports, and grandchildren.
Now that our grandson is a freshman I get vicarious enjoyment of my years at Cornell.” Jean
Baldwin Harries (Duluth, MN) is back at the U.
of Minnesota—as a student, auditing classes at
the school where she used to teach. She and
canine companions consider their four-mile hikes
along the Lake Superior shore time well spent.
Jean fondly remembers an auditor in one of her
freshman courses—a Great Pyrenees who
dropped in on a Goldwin Smith history lecture,
joined the prof on the stage and resisted all efforts
at persuasion to leave until he was good and
ready. Never heard of a pooch busting a prelim.
Former Daily Sun sports colleague Gerould
Young learned to drive F-86 jet fighter planes, F100s, B-47s, and, for 282 Vietnam combat missions, Douglas Skyraiders in the USAF. He hasn’t
flown since 1976, but did find out how to make
space gadgets work right and has moved past the
typewriter. “Our sons dragged us into the 21st
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century by getting this monster for our 50th
anniversary,” he wrote. He admits the computer
makes composition easier. After 23 years in the
wild blue yonder, Jerry “retired and worked as a
space engineer at TRW, then retired again and
taught math in high school and Cal State—
Dominguez Hills.” Now, “just a little volunteer
tutoring in high school. I lived in Torrance (near
L.A.) for 37 years and am still an Aggie in my
backyard garden. Getting creaky, but did ski 34
days last season so it can’t be all bad.”
From Bob Neff, JD ’56 (Princeton, NJ):
“Julie and I are both fully occupied in (ho-ho)
‘retirement.’ Part of that is directly related to still
having a high school sophomore as a child—
probably a few classmates will relate. Son Will is
boarding at Blair Academy (where I have taught
a corporations course the past two winters). He’s
a varsity football and tennis team member, which
provides lots of watching and cheering. For the
past few years I’ve been affiliated with an investment group in Washington, overseeing their
interest in an airline—something I learned ‘the
hard way’ in another life. Nice to be able to put
old experience to work again.” Old lacrosse player
Pete Haswell’s grandson Derek Haswell ’06, a
national scoring leader for this year’s NCAA
playoffs team, was named Scholar All-American
by the US Intercollegiate Lacrosse Association for
his outstanding performance both on and off the
field. He carried a quick stick—and a 3.5 GPA in
Mechanical Engineering.
An appeal from our appealing ’53 secretary,
Caroline Mulford Owens (OwensNews@aol.
com): “I am increasingly involved with environmental concerns, especially efforts to improve
the ecology of Sunset Lake,” a beauty spot right
smack next to her Bridgeton, NJ, living room. “It
has a serious green algae and silting problem. I’d
love to hook up with any classmates who have
worked on this kind of problem. Also anyone
who has started a nonprofit environmental association.” A worthy cause indeed.
Physician David Gluck, MD ’57 (New York,
NY) was a leader of the Low Dose Naltrexone
(LDN) conference in Bethesda, MD, in April. He
has been active in raising public awareness of the
generic drug naltrexone, FDA-approved since
1984. It’s a promising treatment for HIV/AIDS,
narcotics and alcohol addiction, cancer, multiple
sclerosis, autism, and many life-altering autoimmune conditions. It’s generic and affordable, but
pharmaceutical firms have been uninterested.
See you at Homecoming? (Colgate, Oct. 1315.) And stay tuned for ’53 Mid-Winter (Jan. 1920) Philadelphia plans. ❖ Jim Hanchett, 300 1st
Ave., Apt. 8B, New York, NY 10009; e-mail,
jch46@cornell.edu.



Dave, PhD ’60, and Mary Gentry Call finally have the time, and
luckily the energy, to pursue their
lifelong love of trout fishing in the
American West. A dream trip took them through
Colorado, with a stop to see Bill and Diane
Tucker, to the tiny town of Dutch John, UT, at
the Flaming Gorge Dam. They fished the cold,
swift, crystal-clear river below the dam for two
days, surrounded by 1,500-foot cliffs. From there

they proceeded south to their base at Moab.
From Moab they explored Canyonlands and
Arches National Park, where Dave’s Cornell hat
garnered many a conversation. Continuing their
southward trajectory they explored Mesa Verde
National Park before arriving at their second fishing area, the San Juan River in New Mexico,
where it’s claimed that the trout run to a whopping 30 inches. In two weeks they drove eight
passes over 8,000 feet through a landscape little
changed in 2,000 years.
Jason Pearl, JD ’56, tutors “at risk” first
graders while continuing to practice law. Spare
time is spent traveling the world, including Serbia, India, England, Mexico, and Israel. As to
what he would rather be doing, no change
appears necessary. Would say many of us feel
that way, with only health concerns diverting us
from enjoying interests honed over a lifetime.
Robert Hellmann, MS ’57, has restored nearby
farm fields to their original forests and meadows
so that come fall his entire front yard will be
ablaze with goldenrods soon to be followed by
purple and white asters. No recent report on
critters living in and about his property. Daniel
Nadler and wife Serga are traveling to major
museums in the US and Canada giving illustrated talks on the silver featured in his book Silver: From Fetish to Fashion. James Potter would
appear to have honed his interest in opera to an
ideal point. He lives in East Hampton enjoying
the Met for most of the year then proceeds to
Santa Fe, NM, for the summer months, where he
is director and treasurer of the Santa Fe Opera.
If you haven’t experienced Santa Fe Opera doing
Mozart’s Don Giovanni with a thunderstorm for
backdrop, you have missed a musical treat of
mythic proportion.
Dick and Phila Staines Slade have a knack
for taking fascinating trips, many involving water.
Recently they explored the Rhone and Mosel
rivers, finding the Delta Food Control Project in
the Netherlands awesome. Phila never misses an
opportunity to record her impressions via her
paint box and did so on a three-day painting
workshop to Cornell’s Isles of Shoals Marine Laboratory. Allen Hale is also at home in an aquarian
habitat via his love of sailing. As his “day job” Allen
works part-time at West Marine surrounded by
the tools of his avocation. His “after hours” work
involves aiding his homeowners association with
procedural and organizational concerns. Things
fondly remembered from his days on the Hill?
“Walking across the Quad late one brilliant fall
day as the chimes played and I crunched through
the fallen leaves.” Makes you wonder why we don’t
hold our reunions in October. Susan and Bob
Morrison left Hawaii to head southwest for three
weeks Down Under before winging their way east
to Boston and thence to cruise the Danube, Main,
and Rhine rivers. We are a water-loving class.
Virginia Beamer Weinhold is another who
lists condo board management in her “after
hours” activities. Her management duties have
her overseeing the pool, where she also teaches
swimming. Although retired from the interior
design field, she is still active with the coalition for
interior design licensing in Ohio. Now that retirement has become his “day job” Kenneth Sheldon

enjoys modern Western square dancing with wife
Ruth, along with furniture refinishing and gardening. Ted Valentiner cites no recent trips to
visit his US offspring, but rather has traveled to
Spain for a bit of golfing and beach walking.
Exciting news from William Bates of “restoring Macs fame.” He and his sweetheart of ten years
were wed this past December. Bill says there is
nothing like romance for feeling young at heart
again. Congratulations, Bill, and do let us know
the lucky lady’s name. Bill said he enjoyed running
up the hill to the Ag campus, which in turn helped
him prepare for his tour of duty in the USMC. He
is the first to fondly remember running those hills.
Martin Rubashkin, JD ’56, has migrated to
Osprey, FL, and joined the Cornell Club of Sarasota along with a number of other classmates. The
Rubashkins have found that attendance at their
grandkids’ life cycle events invariably conflicts
with reunions at Cornell. Alden Reed West is
active in community theater playing the roles of
Aunt Jenny in I Remember Mama and Elsa in The
Musical Comedy Murders of 1940 this past year.
For those of you who would like to contact
classmates, just sign on to the Cornell online
Alumni Directory. There you will find addresses,
phone numbers, and sometimes e-mail addresses.
While there, look for additional classmates or
Cornellians in your area. ❖ Leslie Papenfus Reed,
500 Wolfe St., Alexandria, VA 22314; e-mail,
ljreed@speakeasy.net. Class website, http://class
of 54.alumni.cornell.edu/; Cornell Directory,
https://directory.alumni.cornell.edu/.



Anne Morrissy Merick Janicek and
her husband Don returned from a
month-long trip to the Far East.
Many of you know that Anne spent
seven years in Saigon covering the Vietnam War,
and her book, War Torn, was published by Random House. This was her first trip back in more
than 30 years, and this time she had a chance to
visit North Vietnam, which was off-limits to
reporters during the conflict. Hanoi was about
what she expected for a Communist city, Anne
reports, but she found Saigon even more vibrant
and exciting than before. “The new skyline has
brought Saigon into the 21st century and is definitely worth a visit.” Anne and Don also went to
Cambodia to see Angkhor Wat, which was just
being reclaimed from the jungle in 1970. Now that
five temple areas have been cleared, Anne believes
it “can truly be claimed as one of the wonders of
the world.” Anne’s daughter and her family are living an expat life in Lagos, Nigeria (“Following in
my footsteps,” says her mom), and Anne hopes
to visit them in South Africa at Christmas.
Irene Adler Hirsch has helped establish a
website for the Cornell Israeli Club and hopes to
host visiting Cornellians. Renie writes that she’s
enjoying art lessons and class exhibitions, directing and performing (Crossing Delancey and other
plays), and playing bridge,“which I never had time
for at Cornell, with so many labs!” She recently
organized a musical evening to raise funds to
purchase a defibrillator for Laniado Hospital in
Natanya, where the Hirsches live. Renie and Henry
also participated in a two-week program of SAREL, international volunteers in the Israeli army.
SEPTEMBER / OCTO BER 2006
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Dave Hyman, DVM ’57, writes that he
greatly appreciated hearing from friends who
sent their condolences upon learning of the
death of Dave’s brother John ’52. They remembered John as the Tau Delta Phi pledgemaster
who presided over a sleepless initiation weekend
that bonded “a group of guys who hardly knew
each other”—including Len Hittner, Al Kaye,
Marty Korn, MD ’58, Paul Hyman, and Mike
Sena—into “a tight knit group of friends.”
You may recall that Nancy Eisenberg
Grabow and her husband gifted the ILR school
with the Reference Desk in the Catherwood
Library, and in celebration of our 50th Reunion,
they furnished an audiovisual room in the
library. A recent travel highlight for the Grabows
was a trip to Morocco and Spain to study the
coexistence of three cultures: Islam, Christianity,
and Judaism. Barbara Ramsey Adsit writes that
she’s “given up life as a bag lady, which I enjoyed
for ten years,” and has moved to Portland, OR,
where her 3-year-old twin grandchildren are “a
big attraction.” Barb’s “bag lady” phase meant
spending summers at Lake George with her sister, renting apartments in Northern California
in the winters, and traveling in between. One of
her favorite destinations is Bali, where two of her
children live. Next on her travel schedule was a
trip to Paris and Prague last May. She also visited Carol Rittershausen Byron in Seattle, and
learned that Pat Wells Lunneborg is recovering
from back surgery. Hope that’s going well, Pat.
Veralee Hardenburg McClain and husband
Chuck, MA ’57, are both retired from Muhlenberg College, and celebrated their 50th anniversary in Maine with all of their children and
grandchildren. Still punching the time clock are
Shaw Dallal, JD ’59, who’s a professor of Middle
East studies and Arabic at Colgate U., and Judith
Silverman Duke, editor and publisher of
Advanced Technology Libraries (“a full-time job
and then some”). Malcolm Whyte says he’s
excited to be curating and writing the catalog for
an exhibit of American Indian art that will open
next spring at the Johnson Museum on campus.
On view will be about 50 original paintings,
sculpture, and graphic arts from the Whytes’ own
collection. Mal is still chairing the Cartoon Art
Museum’s board in San Francisco and curating
an exhibit of original children’s book illustrations.
Congrats to Bill and Sara Smith Ellison,
whose record of attending every reunion (“11,
including that baby reunion of 1958”) remains
intact. Our 50th Reunion even led to further gettogethers, the Ellisons report. Konrad and Dell
Tauscher Bald ’52 were visiting family in California “and we had a delightful time together.”
Then Sylvia Verin Mangalam, MA ’57, whom
Sara knew from elementary school, came from
Nova Scotia on a family visit, and got together
with the Ellisons for dinner. “We’re looking forward to the class’s 55th—and our 12th.”
Adrian Phaneuf retired in 1989 and moved
to Homosassa, FL. He and Madeleine work as
volunteers at Acadia National Park, Gettysburg
National Military Park, and the Cradle of
Forestry in Brevard, NC, for three-month “tours
of duty.” Best of all, Adrian adds, “we are both
healthy.” Bill Laube still owns and operates the
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Pleasanton (CA) Hotel Restaurant, but says he’s
looking for a motivated buyer. In his spare time,
Bill marches in a comic drill team. Last February
the team participated in “Carnaval” parades in
Nice, France. Thank you, Barbara Brott Myers,
for your kind words of appreciation to the 50th
Reunion committees—“It was a great Reunion
and much appreciated!” Hope that you, like the
Ellisons, are planning to be with us in June 2010.
We extend our deepest sympathy to Joan
Fellerman Hartz, who was widowed last July.
Joan reports that adjusting to her new life is
“more difficult and takes more time than one
would like, but it gets easier as time goes on.”
She’s reinstated her membership in the Cornell
Club of New York, and says, “I look forward to
being able to give of myself to Cornell again.” ❖
Nancy Savage Petrie, nancypetrie@juno.com.
Class website, http://classof55.alumni.cornell.edu.




The class column for this issue
can be found with the Reports of
Reunion Classes, which begin on
page 64.

“Oh, we are the seniors, a-taking
our ease / We cut recitations whenever we please. / We go to the theatre and cut quite a swell / For
soon we’ll be leaving this school of Cornell.”
Remember those words? Fifty years ago this
month we were singing them, and 50 years ago
this coming June we gathered on the Quad to
parade off to Barton Hall on a beautiful sunlit
day. Here’s hoping it will be another sunny day
next June when many of us return for our 50th,
June 7-10. Kathleen “Dede” Brennan Daly is
planning on it, and Jane Marcus Chetron is still
thinking about it. Jane has been in touch with
Barbara Freid Conheim, Donald Kane, Jerry
Greenspan, Nancy Astor-White, and Gerry
Kravitz Loeb, so perhaps they’ll help her with the
decision. Sue Breslow Dillon is already getting
organized by inquiring about our accommodations. Sue always enjoys reunion with her daughter Eleanor Dillon Petigrow ’87. This past June
the Merrick, NY, Chamber of Commerce honored Sue as Woman of the Year for her 35 years of
community service. Having retired from teaching
six years ago, Sue is presently working part-time
for a county attorney.
Charles “Sandy” ’58, MS ’63, and Barbara
Baltzel Burton will probably make it back for the
50th. As Barb writes: “It seems appropriate that,
having gotten this far in life and having attended
quite a few reunions, that it would be a shame
not to.” Sentiments shared by others out there?
The Burtons are enjoying their five grandchildren, singing in the church choir, and participating in Project Feederwatch. The latter activity is
sponsored by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology,
and Sandy and Barb have been avid backyard
birdwatchers for many years. Olga Duntuch
Krell has marked reunion on her calendar. Olga,
grandmother of six, celebrated her 70th birthday
in São Paulo, Brazil, with 80 guests.
Elsewhere in the magazine you can read
about Reunion, which took place this past June.
Some of our classmates, married to ’56ers, had

a preview of coming attractions. Marilyn Way
Merryweather, Anita Wisbrun Morrison, Marilyn Hester Ridgley, Jane Wedell Pyle, Sue
DeRosay Henninger, and Susie Howe Hutchins
were spotted at the ’56 tent. That class had 50
first-timers at their reunion. Hopefully, we’ll beat
that number at ours. Co-chairs Dori Goudsmit
Albert and Paul Gladstone, along with Connie
Santagato Hosterman, were on hand and busy
taking notes to facilitate our own 50th, to make
it a glitch-free one.
Judy Bird Williams played tour guide to
Ruthe “Skip” Hewlett Gorman and Judy Richter
Levy, LLB ’59, earlier in the year on the big
island of Hawaii. “Bird” has relocated to the rain
forest in Hilo, where she lives in a three-level
house that she calls her tree house. Judy used her
pick-up truck to drive her guests around Hawai’i
Volcanoes National Park. Traveling last April on
the Cornell Alumni Holidays tour of the Adriatic Riviera were Ed and Carla Mills Boardman,
Lee and Yoshie Blakeslee, Larry and Marilyn
Zeltner Teel ’58, and Ken ’59 and Eva Stern
Steadman. The group visited Slovenia, Croatia,
and Venice by ship, train, and hydrofoil.
Watch your mail for the latest updates on
reunion plans. ❖ Judith Reusswig, 19 Seburn Dr.,
Bluffton, SC 29909; e-mail, JCReuss@aol.com.
I once again had the pleasure of experiencing
the wonderful hospitality of Rod and Liz Beckwith at their magnificent home in Keswick, VA.
The pre-dinner conversation touched on Rod’s
recent kidney transplant, the donor being his sonin-law, and, just to keep his doctors from falling
asleep, his broken back, which happened shortly
after the transplant. I’m happy to report that the
next morning saw Rod back on his daily routine
of cartwheels and back flips, and scheduled for a
cameo appearance on “General Hospital.”
It’s been two years since John Wolberg
became professor emeritus at the Technion in
Haifa, but he still teaches on a voluntary basis
when his golf schedule allows. Five years after
retiring from the Leiden (Holland) U. Medical
Center as chief of neuro-anesthesia, Barry Cohn
has decided to step down, after 25 years, as president of the Jewish Community of Leiden. In
conjunction with his 70th birthday, the Dutch
Queen awarded him with a Knighthood in the
Order of Oranje-Nassau (sic). He and Annelies
relaxed in Italy over the summer, and look forward to our 50th next June.
Ted Raab sent along the sad news of the
death of Fred “Shape” Jones, his dear friend and
Sig Ep fraternity brother. After Cornell, Fred
received his PhD in metallurgical engineering
from the U. of Michigan, and went on to secure
four patents for processes he invented involving
earth permanent magnet materials during his
career with General Electric and Hitachi Metals.
His battle cry was, “There comes a time in the
life of every project when it becomes necessary
to shoot the engineers and begin producing
results.” In addition to working and traveling
around the world, Fred had time to enjoy fishing, taking care of his dogs, and teaching the
wonders of magnets to his granddaughter’s second grade class.

064-109CAMSO06notes

8/16/06

2:49 PM

Page 85

CLASS NOTES

Bob Watts spent three weeks in Antwerp in
June with daughter Jenny and her two daughters,
continuing on to Zurich for a few days before
returning to Vermont to get ready for a July visit
of Jenny and the girls. Bob then took them, his
two sons, and two other grandchildren on a hiking trip in the White Mountains, hoping to
enhance their appreciation of “life in the forest.”
Myron Green is still unemployed (retired) after
many years as director of Unemployment Insurance Adjudicated Services in the New York State
Dept. of Labor. He continues to serve as a director of the Southeast US region board of the Red
Cross Society of Israel. Brooke is also retired, but
active in Elmira College alumnae news reporting.
I wonder if she missed a meeting also, and was
“elected” to serve in that august capacity. ❖ John
Seiler, 221 St. Matthews Ave., Louisville KY 40207;
tel., (502) 895-1477; e-mail, suitcase2@aol.com.



Robert McGuire, M Ed ’63, is
retired and busy remodeling a
barn to house livestock and chickens. He recently moved from the
Village of Cobleskill, NY, to the town of Cobleskill
(out in the country with less restrictive zoning
laws). He recently had facial surgery to correct a
loss of muscle control on the right side of his
face. Peter Oettinger is the CEO of INPHO Inc.,
a four-year-old high-tech company manufacturing control systems for miniature X-ray tubes.
He still plays classical guitar and enjoys skiing
and traveling.
Edward Grevatt is the editor of Home Devotions, an ecumenical weekly for ministering to
the homebound. He is also singing with the
Sandwich (NH) Singers and is enjoying a lot of
travel. He recently made a great road trip of
many historic sites in New Hampshire, and also
took a two-week Elderhostel Norway cruise visiting coastal ports and Spitsbergen, 750 miles
from the North Pole. Robert Hendricks, PhD
’64, is a professor of electrical and computer
engineering at Virginia Tech. He is very involved
in new curriculum development, aimed at getting more women interested in engineering. He
loves what he does and plans to keep at it for
many years. When asked what Cornell friend he
would like to hear from, he commented, “MSE
’58 classmates—there were only nine of us!”
Connie Cornwall Powell is the librarian for
the physical sciences at RPI. She has recently been
writing histories of scientific research organizations including Chemical Abstracts Service and
the National Inst. of Standards of Technology.
Bev Amerman Lewin is retired and enjoying
traveling and her grandchildren. She was on sabbatical last spring in Chicago and reunited with
her freshman-year roommate Karin Jones Bull
after a 50-year hiatus! Bev lives in Israel.
Maddi McAdams Dallas is always busy and
in charge. I get to see her frequently, as her son
and three grandsons live in Dallas. She is president of the Kappa Kappa Gamma of Cornell
Foundation, second VP of the Cornell Club of
Sarasota/Manatee, and co-chair of the 21st Century Committee of the Cornell Plantations. She
also finds time for tennis, golf, and traveling.
Joyce Halsey Lindley works out a lot and loves

biking—including biking through Italy. She is
slowly recovering emotionally from the death of
her daughter of colon cancer at the age of 42.
She would love to hear from Dorothy Gibson
Bremner, who she can’t seem to locate.
Ann McGinnis Daiber is a chaplain to the
local hospital through the church. She also plays
the recorder with a modern-day Collegium
Musicum at Old Dominion U. Last summer she
had a reunion with Carol Hencle Merrell and
Robbie Arvine Fishman on Block Island. She also
saw Sandy Mosher Dwork and her husband as
they went on a cruise out of Norfolk, so stayed in
Hampton for a day. Speaking of Carol Merrell, she
is a calf-raiser in Wolcott, NY. Some of her other
activities are: Dollars for Scholars, Clerk of Session
at church, choir, committees, quilting, grandchildren, and gardening. Robbie Fishman is presently
at leisure with friends, family, and grandchildren.
She is still on the board of the League of Women
Voters and does lots of physical therapy for a bad
back. Recently she fought for the extension of the
Patriot Act and is trying to round up friends to
go to NYC and see plays and hear concerts.
John Spivack, MBA ’60, sent me his business
card, which states, “Retired and available for all
sporting events. Fax (310) 836-1436.” He also sent
a wonderful picture taken on the Cypress Point
golf course with himself, Phil Marriot, MBA ’60.
and Ken Derr, MBA ’60. They gathered at the
beautiful vacation home of the Derrs in Carmel.
They drank many toasts to Cornell and agreed
not to let another 46 years pass before another
reunion! ❖ Jan Arps Jarvie, 6524 Valley Brook,
Dallas, TX 75254; e-mail, jjarvie@sbcglobal.net;
Richard Haggard, 1207 Nash Dr., Ft. Washington, PA 19034; e-mail, dhaggard@voicenet.com.



“After all the excitement and
drama of the stock market, there
are now new paths to explore and
enjoy,” says Mark Ettinger, who
retired last year after 43 years in the money management business, the last 15 of which he spent
running his own hedge fund. Among those “new
paths” for Mark and his wife Wendy was a journey through Provence and the Pyrenees this summer. Since Angelo Mirabella’s retirement in 1999,
he and his wife have enjoyed several “wonderful”
Cornell-sponsored trips—to Ireland, Portugal,

and three times to Italy. “It was a case of Ripley’s
‘Believe It or Not’ when we met Roy Lieberman
and his wife on the trip to northern Italy,” says
Angelo. “We discovered that Roy had been the
pediatrician for three of my nephews!”
Another unexpected encounter took place at
the Philadelphia airport, when Don Leon accidentally became reacquainted with Howie
Miller, “who, surprisingly, recognized me after all
these years,” writes Don, emeritus professor of
architecture at Penn State. Among Don’s many
professional honors was winning, together with
three colleagues, the national design competition
for the Korean War Veterans’ Memorial on the
National Mall. “That success was a mixed blessing, and appearing before many reviewing commissions inside the Beltway proved to be the educational experience of a lifetime,” he comments.
Sylvia Rich Alderman loved her job as a
middle school librarian, but now enjoys being
retired and having time to read “grown-up”
books. She also enjoys gardening, quilting, birding, and traveling—most recently to the San Juan
Islands of Washington and to New York City. Her
volunteer activities include tutoring an émigré
family and a class of first graders. After spending
most of his career in Philadelphia, where he
founded and ran a company that published catalogs of printed classical music, Mark Resnick
and his wife moved to Seattle in 2005 to be with
their two children. Mark writes that he had a
stroke last year: “Although I have recovered quite
a bit, my movement is somewhat restricted.”
Richard Samuels retired from the labor relations group at Con Edison and is busy building a
new career in residential real estate in Manhattan
with Prudential Douglass Elliman. He and his
wife Janet spent the summers of 2004 and 2005
in Paris, exchanging homes with Parisians, and
this July had a similar trip to southern Spain. Dot
Eisenhart Secor keeps busy maintaining three
properties: the 103-acre southern plantation that
has been their residence for 33 years, a 40-acre
farm in eastern Pennsylvania, and a house and 29
acres in western Pennsylvania. She and husband
Don ’56, MCE ’59, a professor emeritus in geology at the U. of South Carolina, traveled this year
to Peru and Italy. Other recent travels by classmates include trips to Peru (Linda Rogers Cohen),
the Canadian Rockies (Ellie Applewhaite), and
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Southeast Asia (Beth Weinstein NewburgerSchwartz). Marian Fay Levitt has been traveling
with her husband to public relations conferences
around the world, most recently to Dubai, Istanbul, Prague, Paris, and Cairo. “It’s been great fun
since we usually take some extra time to see the
sights,” says Marian, who adds: “In the words of
Alan Rosenthal, ‘Keep on traveling as long as you
have your arches and your marbles!’”
Phil Winters, who remarried seven years
ago, lives in New York City and “loves every
minute of it!” He works for Lehman Brothers
(after 21 years at Morgan Stanley). Joel Goldberg has finished his second novel, Shaman: The
Beginning, and has begun work on his third. In
addition, he teaches at the U. of Delaware’s
Academy of Lifelong Learning and works at the
local YMCA as a site supervisor in youth sports.
Bill Herz retired from the U. of Alabama several
years ago and is currently doing some work with
the city of Tuscaloosa on waste reduction and
recycling. His community interests are focused
on bicycling and pedestrian advocacy issues.
Gail Stanton Willis of Houston continues to
work for Prudential Gary Greene Realtors and
remains phonathon chairman for the Cornell
Fund in her area. Among the attendees at her
daughter’s wedding last October were Gwen
Woodson Fraze and her husband Denny.
Tom Meier describes a mini-reunion this past
spring with Don Katz, Dick Talkin, and Bob
Rosenberg. “The last two were visiting Don in
Boca Raton and I came down from Palm Beach to

join them.” Dinner was followed by breakfast, golf,
and lunch the following day—and lots of catching
up on the past 47 years, plus plans to get together
again for our 50th Reunion. Also hoping to attend
the 50th are Mike and Linda Goldberg Bandler
’62, BS ’65, who recently enjoyed a river cruise
from Prague to Budapest via Vienna. Mike writes
that he keeps busy playing bridge and serving as
a board member on a few non-profit boards.
Bob and Sandy Tower Kelley ’60 live near
Chapel Hill, NC, where they “work at finding
time to see other very busy local Cornellians: Pat
(Johnson) and Jack Evans, PhD ’68, Paul, MBA
’65, and Janet McCarthy, and Bill and Susan
Mattison Fraser.” Bob writes that time is divided
among golf, church, and community choruses,
working at keeping fit, and keeping track of ten
grandchildren, who are scattered from New England to Wisconsin. The youngest grandchild
resides near Ithaca with his parents Susan Kelley
and Jim Schechter. “Susan is our youngest
daughter,” he writes. “A writer and journalist, she
is an assistant editor of this very magazine you’re
reading now!” ❖ Jenny Tesar, 97A Chestnut Hill
Village, Bethel, CT 06801; tel., (203) 792-8237;
e-mail, jet24@cornell.edu.



A new Cornell employee, at
least temporarily, is Robert
Schnur, who accepted an invitation to be a visiting lecturer at
the Law school for the 2006-07 academic year.
Bob says, “I’m delighted at the opportunity to

It’s our 45th Reunion, so

CATCH THE SPIRIT OF ’62!
Let’s all make our ninth reunion our best ever
June 7-10, 2007
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http://classof62.alumni.cornell.edu/
Contact Reunion Chair:
Ruth Zimmerman Bleyler
rzb3@cornell.edu
603-795-9912
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spend a school year back in Ithaca.” Before September, Bob and his wife Betty were living in
Verona, WI, where he had a law practice and was
a faculty member at the U. of Wisconsin Law
School. Also present on campus, at least in spirit,
is Evalyn Edwards Milman, who, along with
husband Stephen ’58, MBA ’59, has endowed the
Milman Seminar in Baseball and American Culture, taught by Prof. Glenn Altschuler, PhD ’76.
The multi-disciplinary course, which explores the
role of baseball in American literature, history,
and social life, is offered in the College of Arts
and Sciences and is proving to be a big draw for
Cornell students, Evalyn reports happily.
Ken Lipman, MD, is still busy professionally,
currently working for Kaiser Permanente in
Vacaville, CA, as chief of the Outpatient Psychiatry Clinic. Ken recently returned from an
extended trip to New Zealand, where he received
job offers, but says “I have no plans for that for
at least two years,” perhaps because he lives in
beautiful Napa Valley. Ken’s older son practices
immigration law in Walnut Creek, CA, and is
expecting his sixth child; Ken’s younger son is
completing a PhD in ethnopharmacology. Jessie
Barker Hill writes from West Chester, PA, that
she has been named VP for Legal Affairs USA for
Synthes Inc., a global orthopaedic company, and
adds, “It’s hard to think of retirement when work
is such fun.” Jessie has eight grandchildren ranging in age from 2 to 15, and has also managed to
find time to oversee construction of a native-style
house on Nevis in the West Indies, which she
describes as a “wonderful, simple island that I
have been visiting for almost 30 years.” Jessie and
Julie Gentle Jackson visited Cathi Morgan Hunt
in New York on several occasions before Cathi’s
untimely death in December 2005.
Another busy lawyer is Stanley Gordon of
Rochester, NY, who recently joined the firm of
Woods Oviatt Gilman. His law practice focuses
on venture capital issues and financing academic
technology transfer to commercialization. Not
long ago he had a weeklong visit from Michael
Gold, who lives in San Francisco and has become,
says Stanley, “a quilter of considerable renown.”
John Thayer recently passed a major professional
landmark. He just completed his 40th year as a
faculty member in the Dept. of Chemistry at the
U. of Cincinnati. “While retirement looms up, it
has not yet arrived; I continue my teaching and
research activities!” John keeps in touch with Tom
Mudge, now a member of the Order of the Holy
Cross, and says that Tom regularly travels to Cornell from his residence in West Park, NY.
Mario Escudero retired after 35 years of
practicing law in Washington, DC, and is now
happily playing golf in Scottsdale, AZ. Larry ’59
and Susan Foote Browne are also enjoying their
retirement in Santa Barbara, CA, spending the
summer and early fall each year at their cabin on
a lake in New Hampshire. Arnold Henderson is
busy with his responsibilities as head of the volunteer committee overseeing construction of an
environmental center in Highland Park, NJ, where
he lives with his wife Natalie. Arnold also provides content for the environmental website www.
leoraw.com/hpenv and in his spare time does art
photography, an interest he began pursuing at
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The Studio in Berkeley, CA. His work can be
seen at www.highlandparkartists.org.
Aileen Easton Merriam writes that she and
Gray, PhD ’60, continue to enjoy retirement in
Arden, Ontario, along what she describes as “the
beautiful Salmon River.” Gray, a professor emeritus of landscape ecology and environmental science, has just published a book, Discovering Natural Processes: Beauty in Nature’s Ways (Penumbra
Press), which explores the basic processes that
allow environmental systems to be self-sustaining.
Donna Williams Beusch of Stow, MA, retired
from her job in the Massachusetts State House
and now spends time working for the local
League of Women Voters and organizing the
yearly local candidates’ night for Stow. She also
babysits for her four grandchildren, who all live
in the Connecticut suburbs of New York City.
Donna and John also had a family gathering at
their house on Cape Cod in August and are planning a fall trip to London.
Sandra Epstein Solomon writes from
Armonk that she retired from her audiology
practice in December 2005. In what sounds like
a great plan, she and Alan now intend to spend
the better part of their winters in Arizona and
the summers at their house in Pittsfield, MA, in
the Berkshires. Keep the news coming! ❖ Judy
Bryant Wittenberg, 146 Allerton Rd., Newton,
MA 02461; e-mail, jw275@cornell.edu.




The class column for this issue
can be found with the Reports of
Reunion Classes, which begin on
page 64.

Jane Brody Engquist (janeeng
quist@juno.com) has celebrated
her 40th year as a science and
health writer for the New York
Times. “I am now trying hard to reduce my workload in order to visit more of the world and spend
more time with my four grandsons, 6-year-old
twins who live nearby in Brooklyn and a 4-yearold and 16-month-old who live in Los Angeles. I
have an international family—one of my own
twin sons married a dynamic Korean woman
and the other married an equally dynamic Filipino woman, both of whom produced beautiful
Eurasian children. I still love writing my weekly
column, ‘Personal Health,’ in the Times, and my
faithful readers make it clear that I cannot fully
retire from professional life. I also continue to
love my participation in the President’s Council
of Cornell Women (PCCW), of which I am a
founding member, an invited organization of
successful female alums who care deeply about
Cornell’s future as well as our own. In our 16
years of service to the university, we have done
much to support the status of and opportunities
for women students and faculty through services
and grants. In my spare time, I’m struggling to
learn Spanish—from scratch—and I’ve taken up
knitting and crocheting with a vengeance.”
Hopkinton, MA, is home to Rick Kelly and
his wife Beth (parabama75@hotmail.com). They’re
enjoying retirement and the opportunity to travel,
ski, socialize, and attend Cornell athletic events.
Judith Lichtman Elkin (jelkin@optonline.net)

retired four years ago as executive director of Talbot Perkins Children’s Services in NYC. “It is a
private, not-for-profit agency that provided foster
care, adoption, and preventive foster care services.
Now my husband Michael and I have moved from
Oceanside on Long Island to Hopewell Junction in
Dutchess County. We are both retired and enjoying the more leisurely pace of life, doing home
remodeling and decorating and gardening in our
new home. One of our children and her family
live close by in Somers and we are very happy to
spend more time with grandchildren. Our daughter Gail Elkin-Scott ’88 is an art therapist in NYC.
Our location allows us easy access to NYC, the
Berkshires, and just about any place in the state.”
You may notice a recurring theme of “the R
word.” Laszlo Szerenyi, BEE ’65 (lszereny@tampa
bay.rr.com) is “in semi-retirement enjoying the
benefit of both. I ‘work’ when I want to—currently
with an investor group where we have invested in
a small Hungarian start-up and reincorporated it
in the US (Dallas), and are in the process of
bringing its first product to market. It is interesting and rewarding work. For the retirement part
of my time, I travel and just enjoy life in St.
Petersburg, FL. Currently I’m on my way to a
Cornell Alumni Federation-sponsored trip to the
Adriatic Riviera, and later in the summer I’m off
to a week at Cornell for a CAU program.” Laszlo
continues, “I plan to attend the upcoming 45th
Reunion and would like to meet my old fencing
team members Don Mason, Dave Jordan, PhD
’70, and the rest. It is really too bad that such a
great program fell victim to Title 9—there is
really no reason why a men’s and women’s program could not be run together. I had wonderful
memories of Cornell fencing. I would also like to
see my old countryman Pete Gogolak ’64.”
Jeff Burnam (jeffryburnam@cox.net) lives in
Fairfax, VA, and works at the Dept. of State as the
special advisor for environment and development in the Bureau of African Affairs. Jeff also is
an adjunct professor in the government department at Georgetown U. He and Diana have two
daughters and three grandchildren, two of them
recently born a week apart. “So we are very active
as grandparents since both of our daughters live
in the area.” Lou Albright, PhD ’72 (LDA1@
cornell.edu) is a faculty member in the Biological and Environmental Engineering department
at Cornell. His expectation is to “work a few
more years and then gradually work less!”
Mel Siegel sends along a Web reference in
response to the query about his current activities: http://www.cs.cmu.edu/~mws/. Very interesting—he’s on the research faculty at CarnegieMellon U. as director of the Intelligent Sensors,
Measurement, and Control Lab. Reach Mel
directly at mws@cmu.edu. Working part-time in
a “wonderful elementary school library” in Amherst, MA, keeps Barbara Hammond Goldstein
busy when she’s not participating in her “amazing book club,” the League of Women Voters, or
Hadassah. Barbara (bhgoldstein@comcast.net)
and Joseph enjoyed a visit from her Cornell
roommate Gail Hirschmann Becker and her
husband Paul ’61, who now live in Indianapolis.
Paul Pentz, BS Ag ’69 (PPENTZ4@aol.com)
retired at the end of 1998 as CEO of True Value.

Paul and his wife live at Quail West in Naples, FL,
where they enjoy golf, bridge, and fishing. “As
chairman of MS Home, I spend a lot of time raising money to provide services to about 250 multiple sclerosis patients in Southwest Florida. The
MS organization that I work for was started five
years ago by a doctor and a nurse, both of whom
have MS. Having been disappointed with the lack
of services that might improve the quality of life
for those already afflicted, they started their own
organization with the goal of providing a variety
of services at no charge for MS patients in Southwest Florida. They currently provide physical
therapy, aqua therapy, animal therapy, acupuncture, weekly exercise classes, monthly luncheons,
and devices for improving mobility and safety.
They also have a telephone network for shut-ins,
and they teach a class for nurses on how to best
care for people with this affliction.” Kudos to you,
Paul! ❖ Jan McClayton Crites, 9420 NE 17th St.,
Clyde Hill, WA 98004; e-mail, jmc50@cornell.edu.



The Class of 1963 should be very
proud of classmate Jay Light. Jay
was named dean of the Harvard
Business School in April. He had
been acting dean since August 2005. He has been
a member of the HBS faculty since 1970. According to the April memo from Harvard president
Larry Summers, “Jay is an admired teacher, outstanding case writer, and influential scholar with
strong connections to business practice. He
served with distinction in a range of senior leadership positions at HBS including chair of the
finance area (1986-1988), senior associate dean
and director of faculty planning (1988-1992),
and senior associate dean and director of planning and development until his appointment as
acting dean last summer.” Congratulations, Jay!
Warren and I had dinner with Dave ’62 and
Ginny Hoffman Morthland last week. Ginny
and Dave are off on a rafting trip on the Colorado River in the Grand Canyon. Then they will
return to Lake Oswego (near Portland, OR) to
get ready for their next adventure. They are taking their Selene 47 ocean trawler north through
the San Juan Islands and as far as British Columbia for a few months.
Ginny filled me in on some of her Delta
Delta Delta sorority sisters. Clif ’65 and Chris
Householder Schneider were in Tucson. They are
retired in Upstate New York near the St. Lawrence
River. They both keep busy with community
activities. Bill ’62 and Karen Kraengle Evenden
have moved to Ojai, CA, from Seattle. They own
a working ranch that produces lavender, olives,
and tangerines. The Evendens spent Christmas
2005 with their daughter and her family in Alaska.
Gary, PhD ’73, and Kathie DeVanna Evans, PhD
’73, live in Seattle. Gary is retired, but Kathie is
still working as a city planner. They do travel a
lot and enjoyed a trip to Copper Canyon, Mexico, last year, where they did some “birding.” Barbara Allen Guilfoyle is a grandmother of triplets!
Penney Prudden Denning is in Columbus, OH,
and enjoys working in her art studio. She and
husband Rich have two grandchildren. Their son
is a post-doc candidate in molecular biology at
MIT; their daughter is a teacher in Columbus.
SEPTEMBER / OCTO BER 2006
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Fran, PhD ’66, and Leonie Gantner Kallfelz live
in Ithaca. Leonie is involved with water aerobics,
watercolor painting, a ladies investment club, and
other social activities. Fran teaches at the Cornell
Vet college. They took a trip to Greece last fall
with Cornell friends. They also visited Leonie’s
brother in Paris. Thanks for the info, Ginny.
James Byrnes, MBA ’64, received an Outstanding Alumni Award from the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences and the ALS Alumni
Association in November 2005. James is chairman
and CEO of Tompkins Trustco, a $2 billion threebank holding company based in Ithaca. James was
president and CEO of Tompkins Trust Company
from 1989 to January 2003. He is a “strong advocate of the town-gown relationship between
Ithaca and Cornell University.” Some of James’s
activities past and present include the United
Way of Tompkins County, Ithaca Neighborhood
Housing Service, Cayuga Chamber Orchestra,
Ithaca Rotary Club, and Friends of Ithaca College.
He is chairman-elect of New York Business Development Corporation. James and his wife Terry
live in Ithaca. Ann Feuerstein Ostrofsky and her
husband live in Davenport, FL. Their daughter
Ellen Ostrofsky Duffy ’92 and husband Shaughn
presented them with granddaughter Raina Elise
in March. Ann is involved in a quilting group in
their residential area. They make quilts and
quilted products, which they sell to raise money
to buy layettes for migrant workers in the area.
Daniel Daly is retired after nearly 35 years
with Smith Barney. He now manages his real estate
holdings in Shrewsbury, MA. Sara Mills Olson
Mazie is still working at the Dept. of Agriculture.
She isn’t interested in retiring yet. Sara mentioned
that she has seen Barbara Strong Winslow, Sara
Hart Olson, and Gwen Sibson Porcaro. Barbara
lives in Berkeley, CA, Sara in Bloomfield, NJ, and
Gwen in nearby Bethesda, MD. Judy Fischer
Reinach is a busy woman. She is director emeritus
of Miami Bridge Youth and Family Services, a
nonprofit kids’ shelter. She has been involved in
fundraising for Miami Bridge for many years. At
a recent fundraiser, which was written up in
Miami Today, Judy was credited with motivating
others to participate in Miami Bridge. She also
teaches bridge and is a director of duplicate bridge
games in Key Biscayne, FL. She likes to run and
does yoga as well. Robert and Katherine Epstein
live in New York City with their 2-year-old son.
Bob is a partner with Epstein, Levinsohn, Bodine,
Hurwitz and Weinstein LLP. He is also writing a
play called Clean, which will be produced as an
equity showcase beginning in June 2006. It will
be appearing on urban stages in New York City.
That’s all for this month. Keep the news
coming! ❖ Nancy Bierds Icke, 12350 E. Roger
Rd., Tucson, AZ 85749; e-mail, icke63@msn.com.



I try to open each column with
news from classmates who have
not appeared here in some time,
or someone with exciting news—
or both. This month, we begin with a “both,” plus
updates from classmates we haven’t heard from
in some time.
Congrats to architect John Teichert, last here
22 years ago. He has been named project manager
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for the replacement of the USS Arizona Memorial Visitors Center at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. The
project is a joint effort of the National Park Service and the US Navy, and is primarily supported
by public and corporate donations honoring
those who lost their lives on the day of the attack.
John lives in Port Angeles, WA, with wife Lisa.
Anne Finch-Fakundiny, last here 19 years ago, got
a good deal: she retired in 2004 from her job as a
technical editor for the US Geological Survey—
then immediately got her job outsourced back to
her, so she’s still working part-time. Anne lives in
Rensselaer, NY, with husband Robert, and enjoys
kayaking, gardening, and classical music. Virginia
Lange Parsons of Clifton Park, NY, last in this column in 1989, still works as a dietician. Ginny,
who has a grown son and daughter and two
granddaughters, enjoys running, biking, swimming—and hiking, which she apparently relishes
especially, as she trooped to the bottom of the
Grand Canyon last November.
Stephen Koli, who last appeared here 13
years ago, has retired after a 32-year career as an
agricultural research scientist at the Council for
Scientific and Industrial Research in Ghana. He
now lives and works, as a tropical agricultural
consultant and crop farmer, in Accra, Ghana,
with wife Alice, and also enjoys gardening and
swimming. The Kolis have five grown children.
Stephen and Carolyn Stewart Whitman made
a short move into a new home in 2005—across
the street from their previous one on 82-acre
Churchill Farm in New Lebanon, NH. Carolyn
said they are loving having the room for the
families of their two grown children to spread
out when visiting. They were sorry to have to
miss the “’64s turn 64” party in Ithaca, but they
had promised son Stewart ’93, MBA ’00, that
they would babysit their grandson that weekend.
Here’s a special report from our class president Janet Spencer King about the party and the
weekend at Cornell:
“ ’64 turning 64” was just too good to
ignore, so a small group of classmates gathered
on Reunion Weekend in Ithaca, June 9-10, to celebrate the occasion. Although some classmates
were quick to point out that they have a year or
so to go before that momentous occasion, most
of us are 1942 babies—and celebrate we did.
“Waking up in a low-rise dorm room on Saturday morning, I heard the familiar dripping of
Ithaca skies and realized I would have to head out
to purchase a sweater and an umbrella, which
should give you a good idea of the weather that
day, previous reports of sunshine to the contrary.
But it mattered not to the party. We met late Saturday afternoon at the beautiful new home of
former class president and current university
trustee Carolyn Chauncey Neuman and her husband John ’62 on the west shore of Cayuga Lake,
overlooking the university towers on the opposite
hill. Finally, the sun emerged and it made for a
breathtaking scene. Partygoers included Steve and
Nancy Lore Einhorn and Susan Lamme Laessig,
MAT ’66, and husband Walt ’62, MBA/LLB ’66.
“These four had come to Ithaca on the previous Sunday to attend a three-day pre-reunion
seminar (the first of its kind) on the American
presidency from Woodrow Wilson to the present,

led by CAU favorites Walter F. LaFeber, the
Andrew H. and James S. Tisch Distinguished
University Professor of History, and Joel H. Silbey, the President White Professor of History,
Emeritus. They raved about the seminar and
have already made plans to attend next year’s
offering. Other celebrants: Dick and Phyllis Norton Coombe (he works and travels extensively
from their Grahamsville, NY, home as a regional
head of the National Resources Conservation
Service); John Lutz, M Ed ’65, recently retired as
superintendent of the Cortland City School District, and wife Una; Michael Newman, ME ’66,
Ithaca-based but continuing to give presentations
around the world; and Bruce Wagner, ME ’66,
who reports he is enjoying his retirement in Middletown, NJ, fully each and every day.
“I cut the double-chocolate cake as we sang
‘Happy Birthday’ to one and all—including all
of you out there. Happy Birthday! Pictures of
the happy event are on the class website.”
Janet continues: “Also of interest, the Class
of ’64 recently made a gift to the university in the
form of support for the Carol Tatkon Center.
This new facility, in the south wing of Balch Hall,
provides support for first-year students with
meeting rooms for discussions and presentations,
offices and lounges for mentoring and counseling, and a social center for casual gathering. Our
class is supporting the center through a gift of
$15,000 for the maintenance of a mentoring
office. When on campus, do drop by and admire
the plaque acknowledging our gift.”
That’s all for now. Please keep the news flowing (send it via e-mail or snail mail; all contributions gratefully accepted). And be sure to visit our
class website, http://classof64.alumni.cornell.edu.
❖ Bev Johns Lamont, 720 Chestnut St., Deerfield, IL 60015; e-mail, blamont@tribune.com.



Ken Rabin sends his new address
in Poland—Ulice Ryczow 15, Warsaw, NA 00-220—and the story of
how he got there. “After my first
wife Renee passed away in 2001, Ruder Finn, a
large established private PR firm that had hired
me in D.C. just before my wife died, agreed to let
me transfer to London to expand the company’s
largest practice area, healthcare in Europe. In
2002 I went to a cancer congress in Oslo, Norway, where I met Dr. Anna Wysocka, a medical
nuclear physicist from Poland. To make a long
story short, we were married in August 2003.
Anna and I have restored a row house on the
edge of the historic district of Warsaw overlooking the Vistula River. However, we spend the bulk
of our time traveling for business and pleasure.”
Joel Perlman sends the following: “I’m excited
to report that Joel Perlman: A Sculptor’s Journey
was published by Abbeville Press in April 2006.
This book follows my career as a sculptor,
including what I learned at Cornell! Look for
mentions of Susan Rothenberg ’66, Alan Saret,
Gordon Matta-Echaurren ’66, BArch ’68, Peter
Rosen, BArch ’66, and professors Jack Squier,
MFA ’52, and Victor Colby, MFA ’50.”
On March 30, the Skoll Foundation honored
John Marks, president and founder of Search for
Common Ground (SFCG), with a Skoll Award
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for Social Entrepreneurship. The award was presented by actors Robert Redford and Sir Ben
Kingsley, eBay founder Jeff Skoll, and Skoll Foundation president Sally Osberg at the Skoll World
Forum on Social Entrepreneurship held at
Oxford U. in England. Marks, one of 16 winners
from around the world, started SFCG in 1982 in
Washington, DC. Under his leadership, SFCG has
grown into the world’s largest nonprofit working
in the field of conflict resolution and prevention,
with a staff of 375 and offices in 17 countries.
From the Bonita Springs, FL, News-Press:
“When Neena Lurvey (Cristina Martin Lurvey)
read an article in the News-Press last fall about a
Bonita Springs man who helps people find family and friends, she called him. Then it took
Robert Coyle just a week to find Lurvey’s best
friend from her childhood. And this week the old
friends met for the first time in 39 years. Lurvey,
of Bonita Springs, hadn’t seen Ann Baumgartner
since 1967. The two girls had been inseparable all
through elementary school in Minneapolis. But
after sixth grade, Lurvey moved to New York, and
Baumgartner to the suburbs, then California,
Hawaii, and finally Missouri. With new last names
from their marriages, Lurvey said she found it
impossible to find her friend.” The article included
a lovely picture of the friends together today.
Petra “Petie” Dub Subin, Margate City, NJ,
is a social worker and support group facilitator
for Breast Cancer Program Orientations at
Gilda’s Club in South Jersey. In her spare time
she is into gardening, theater and music, and her
dogs. She recently appeared in an Atlantic City
casino showroom in The Vagina Monologues.
Henry Nave, ME ’67, writes, “I recently quit the
northeast Ohio construction scene and relocated
to the mountains of Colorado. I am a construction project manager for a series of auto dealerships in California. In my spare time I hike, ski,
and watch the elk herds graze around my condo.”
John Gerich, Rochester, NY, is a professor of
medicine at the U. of Rochester. He’s been traveling, lecturing, and writing papers and grants, and
in his spare time pursuing golf and fishing and
fixing up an On Golden Pond vacation home.“I’m
back in school,” writes Dianne Zimet Newman,
“expecting to complete a master’s in public administration in Dec. 2006 after two and a half years of
evening classes.” Dianne’s daytime job is assistive
technologies program coordinator for the State of
Rhode Island. Recently elected treasurer of the
Human Ecology Alumni Association, she encourages all Hum Ec alums to join the HEAA and to
meet the new dean, who she says is really terrific.
Loren Meyer Stephens lives in L.A. and is
working full-time for her own company, Write
Wisdom Inc., ghostwriting memoirs, editing
memoirs/life stories, teaching, and coaching. Her
extracurricular activities include attending writing seminars and cooking classes, skiing, and art
collecting. Joan Elstein Rogow and husband
Steve ’63 took a three-week cruise last winter to
South America and Antarctica. They stopped in
Rio de Janeiro, Montevideo, Uruguay, Buenos
Aires, and Chile. From Chesterfield, MA, Carol
Blau Jolly does occasional consulting on global
warming and energy policy. After-hours, she volunteers at Smith College Botanic Garden and is

tending (or actually creating) her own garden.
Carol and husband Bill ’64 are enjoying spoiling
their grandchildren.
Edward Nathan is the medical director of
Sierra Health Services in Las Vegas. He recently
finished a term as president of the Nevada Chapter of the American College of Surgeons. He’s
enjoying skiing, golfing, and spending time with
granddaughters. Dr. Thomas Borut is the medical director of Concentra/Lax Medical Center
in California. He lives in Manhattan Beach.
From Naples, FL, comes news and dues from
Joseph Schneider. He and wife Kathy are retired
and living in Naples, FL, from October to May and
in Wellfleet on Cape Cod from June to September.
Joe is spending his time golfing, fishing, swimming, walking, reading, and traveling. Dr. Howard
Alex is also retired. He recently remarried and has
moved into a new home in Marlboro, NJ.
Judith Kellner Rushmore has been fundraising for a group, called “The Inn,” that operates all
the soup kitchens and homeless shelters on Long
Island. Judy is planning to move to a new condo
development in Belmont, MA, in November. She
has also planned a few biking trips in Europe.
Marjorie Sussman Davis is retired and living in
Chestnut Hill, MA. She is teaching ESL and volunteering with the local symphony orchestra. ❖
Terry Kohleriter Schwartz, 36 Founders Green,
Pittsford, NY 14534; tel., (585) 383-0731; e-mail,
Terryks7@aol.com; Ronald Harris, 5203 Forestdale Ct., West Bloomfield, MI 48322; tel., (248)
788-3397; e-mail, rsh28@cornell.edu; Joan Elstein
Rogow, 9 Mason Farm Rd., Flemington, NJ
08822; tel., (908) 782-7028.




The class column for this issue
can be found with the Reports
of Reunion Classes, which
begin on page 64.

Believe it or not, our 40th Reunion is soon upon us—June 710, 2007. So plan on being there,
and contact reunion chair Dave
Darwin (daved@ku.edu) to help out.
“I enjoy doing surgery still, helping people,
essentially,” writes Adam Romeiser Jr., redskiball@
aol.com, who’s in general surgery practice in Lake
Forest, IL. He adds that wife Ellen and he have a
second home on Michigan’s Upper Peninsula
and that he’s “looking for a new occupation or a
missionary job next year.” Son Adam III ’03 went
on to Northwestern U. medical school, Emilie
graduated from Johns Hopkins U. in ’04, and Lillie is at Princeton. Robert Goodman, PhD ’73
(New Brunswick, NJ; execdean@aesop.rutgers.
edu) moved from Wisconsin to New Jersey: “Too
little sailing; on steep learning curve in a terrific
new and exciting job” as executive dean for agriculture and natural resources at Rutgers, and
dean of Cook College there.
James Crawford (Oakton, VA; jwcrawfo@
aol.com) is a consultant with Booz Allen Hamilton in McLean, VA, and reports business travel
to India and Azerbaijan. Kenneth Burres, Alta
Loma, CA, writes that he married Roberta Lepins at Lake Arrowhead, CA, this past May,
adding, “Third time is the charm.” Lois Thetford

(Seattle, WA; loisth@mindspring.com) remains
engaged in health care for homeless families and
youth at the 45th St. Clinic, PSNHC, Seattle. She
reports having made five quilts this year and is
involved in peace and justice work in two groups,
as well as finding time for kayaking and hiking.
We’ve been informed that Jeremy Strickland,
River Edge, NJ, died December 13, 2004.
Richard Weisman, PhD ’73 (Bethlehem, PA;
RNW1@lehigh.edu) notes that he and wife Melody are “proud grandparents of a 1-year-old girl,
Mia. The world is fresh and new again! I’m in
my ninth year as associate dean of engineering
at Lehigh and looking forward to being just a
‘regular’ faculty member again. I spoke to Mike
Eskridge a year or so ago and try to remain in
contact with Lee Pasarew, ME ’69, via e-mail.”
Senetta Hill Koch (Manhasset, NY; shk24@cornell.
edu) became international training manager for
Information Builders, a software development
firm. She writes, “I really enjoyed our [last]
reunion, and spent a lot of time with ex-roommates Sally Nellis Kuehl, Sandy Nellis Lane, and
Kathia Sloughter Miller—also Jane Capellupo!”
Larry Reich (Auburn, MA; larreich@aol.
com) is “still actively in dental practice after onethird century. My wife Marcia retired from the
Worcester Public Library, and is helping with
fundraising for several musical organizations.
Older son Dan, 28, is poised (can you poise for
three years?) to finish his master’s in environmental science, and Nathan, 20, is a junior at
Providence College. Both sons are out of Boy

Cornell Class of 1967

Come on back!!
It’s our 40th Reunion
June 7–10, 2007
Check our class website:
http://classof67.alumni.
cornell.edu
Watch for the March mailing:
Registration–Fees–Program
Contact: Dave Darwin
(785) 841-2888
daved@ku.edu
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Scouts now, but I am still an active leader, going
camping, hiking, rock climbing—anything to
keep me moving. What also keeps me moving,”
he adds, “is my daughter Sarah, who will be a
senior in high school this coming fall. She’s been
active in bird-banding for seven years and has
been a federally licensed bander for two. We get
up before sunrise on weekends in migration periods to open mist nets to capture and study
migrating birds, many making round-trip flights
of more than 10,000 miles annually. By the time
this note appears, she will have spent two summers in Ecuador doing bird research, ESL, and
guide training. She wants to be a vet someday,
and will be applying to—guess where—this fall.”
❖ Richard B. Hoffman, 2925 28th St. NW, Washington, DC 20008; e-mail, rhoffman@erols.com.



Henry Siegel is chair of our
upcoming 40th Reunion, which
is June 5-8, 2008—less than two
years away! Henry reminds everyone to save the date. Henry also needs volunteers
to help organize the program committee, panel
discussions, and other reunion events. Please
contact him at henry_siegel@yahoo.com if you
are able to help in any way.

time between Florida and Colorado and have three
children. Steve Steinhardt is special counsel to the
law firm of Nolan and Heller in Albany, NY, where
his practice is health care. Last year Steve went to
Pittsburgh with his basketball team to compete
in the National Senior Games (55-59 age group).
He will be playing again this year and has been
“promoted” to the 60-64 age brackets. Steve and
his wife Sherrie are enjoying being grandparents.
Jay Waks, JD ’71, recently hosted the New
York meeting of the Cornell Council Admissions
Committee at his law firm, Kaye Scholer. Having
been at the meeting, I know the arrangements
were super and the firm very hospitable. Jay
recently helped organize a trip for Cornell law
alumni to China and was joined on the trip by
wife Harriet and daughter Ali ’08. Jay reports
that Marty Glenn recently became a grandfather
for the first time.
David Hughes lives in Lancaster, PA, and is
an orthopedic surgeon. In his spare time Dave
enjoys racing sports cars at Watkins Glen and
other racetracks, including the Virginia Int’l
Raceway. He also enjoys glass blowing. Dave asks
about our classmate Peter Burke, MPA ’73. I
don’t have an address for Peter, and ask anyone
who knows his whereabouts to send me a note.

were convinced we would change the
‘Weworld,
but the world changed us.
’
R O B E RT L I G H T F O O T E ’ 6 9

Doug Bellis lives in Washington, DC, and is
deputy legislative counsel for the US House of
Representatives. His two daughters Margaret and
Elizabeth graduated from law school this year. In
his spare time, Doug enjoys travel, playing
squash, playing music, and singing. He also
works on a variety of good causes. Doug would
like to hear from Cornell classmate Randy Koch.
So would I, and I hope Randy will read this and
send in some news!
David Gorelick lives in Baltimore. David’s
second grandson was born in 2005 to son Jonathan Gorelick-Feldman ’02 and wife Orley in
New Brunswick, NJ, where Jonathan is studying
for a PhD in plant biology. Another grandson was
born in Jerusalem to son Benjamin and his wife
Malka. David and his wife spent a week visiting in
Jerusalem after the birth. Jim Michaels is rabbi and
director of pastoral care at the Hebrew Home of
Greater Washington. Jim received his doctorate in
pastoral counseling. He saw Mike Kerstein Lahav
during a visit to Israel and has also seen Richard
Hoffman ’67 and wife Eileen (Barkas) ’69.
Perry Odak has had a very active business
career. He is presently president and CEO of Wild
Oats Markets, a leading retailer of natural and
organic foods. He had previously been CEO of
Ben & Jerry’s Homemade, the ice cream company,
and head of Graham Packaging, where he developed the first plastic recycling plant for the industry, while also growing the company’s worldwide
sales. Perry and his wife Rosalie Vitrano share their
90
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Alice Richmond lives in Boston with husband
David and daughter Betsy. After a very active
legal career, Alice is busy with community activities as well as some remaining legal work.
As for me, my summer has been busy with
work. After some time off from my position with
Putnam Investments, I have returned to work in
the investment business as independent fee consultant for the DWS Scudder Funds, a mutual
fund complex advised by a subsidiary of Deutsche
Bank. I am also joining the board of a real estate
company based in Florida. It would be great to
hear from any classmates who visit my home area
of Boston. I look forward to hearing from you.
❖ Gordon H. Silver, 2 Avery St., #26C, Boston,
MA 02111; e-mail, gordon_silver@comcast.net.



After living 36 years in Rochester, NY, Jane Plitt relocated to
Florida, where she loves the sunshine and the welcoming community. However, Jane was still at the U. of
Rochester last fall as a visiting scholar. Her article on a German Jewish Holocaust victim’s
efforts to reconcile with her betrayers was published in Reform Judaism magazine. Jane’s outstanding memory of Cornell is “the access to
brilliant faculty,” and she says she would most
like to hear from classmate Judy Seidenstein
Orloff. Joe Cervasio fondly remembers his football playing days and would enjoy hearing from
Cornell Hall of Famer John Sponheimer, “to

share the joy of his induction.” Joe is vice president of organizational and management development and director of Bluegreen Leadership
Inst., but says that he would rather be writing fiction and non-fiction full-time, speaking, and
teaching. Joe is currently negotiating with writers for a screenplay of his novel Bad News on the
Doorstep, and he is in the process of transferring
his book to a mass-market publisher. While
many classmates commute great distances, Joe’s
is certainly one of the longest; he lives in New
Jersey and works in Boca Raton, FL. You can
learn more about Joe by visiting his Web blog,
joecervasio.typepad.com.
“Culture vulture” is how Dr. Stephen Goldberger describes himself. Since moving to Farmville, VA, a few years ago, he has been taking
advantage of the many programs open to the
public at the two nearby colleges. In fact, what
Stephen enjoyed most about Cornell was the
great lectures, so Farmville is an ideal location.
There is also plenty of opportunity to play golf.
Stephen mentions seeing Ralph Castelli at a
high school reunion in 2005. When Ted Gill is
not playing a lot of golf, he is working on developing a 75-unit condo project near downtown
Denver. In addition, he volunteers for the Denver Police Dept. and the Guardian Angels, and
established a boxing venue for the D-Town Boxers. Ted remembers his time at Cornell as a
deskman at Willard Straight Hall, “getting to
know the majority of the student body.”
Robert Lightfoote joined the Peace Corps
while at Cornell and remembers his training
group senior year. He says, “We were convinced
we would change the world, but the world
changed us.” He would most like to hear from all
the members of that training group. Today,
Robert is assistant director of community services for Warren and Washington counties in New
York. After hours, he is registrar of the Adirondack
Soccer Club. He also sings bass in the Adirondack
Voices and has been active in Cornell Cooperative
Extension for 25 years. But Robert says he would
rather be canoeing in the Adirondacks, especially
in the fall with all the autumn colors around him.
His son Stephen ’07 is studying meteorology and
Robert says, “He’s there in part because of the
scholarship help of the Class of ’69! Thank you.”
A cranberry grower, Richard Poznysz was reelected to another term on the board of directors
of Ocean Spray Cranberries. Currently he is the
audit committee chair. Diane King is a lab technician in microbiology and balances her work with
canoeing, camping, dirt bike riding, and running.
Not surprisingly, the beauty of Cornell’s campus
is what stands out in her mind. More recently,
Diane took a trip to New Jersey and “visited a fun
zinc mine in Ogdensburg.” Don Verdiani, MCE
’71, and his wife spent three weeks working with
the Red Cross in San Antonio, TX, at a 3,000person Hurricane Katrina/Rita shelter. Back home,
Don is corporate projects manager at Sunoco and
likes to restore vintage motorcycles in his free time.
A newspaper clipping from November tells
us that Nike CEO William Perez was on board
his corporate jet when a landing gear malfunction
forced the plane to circle the Hillsboro, OR, airport for six hours. Eventually the pilot managed
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to unlock the landing gear and return everyone
to the ground safely.
Has anyone heard from: Ronald Lowe, Ellen
Randall Bartel, Howard Goldberg, Kenneth
LaPensee, Douglas McKenzie, Mary Gifford
Meisch, Pamela Goldberg, Marcella Burke Mercurio, Peter Johnston, Richard Beck, James
Adams, Suzanne Holman McKinley, Kenneth
Goldman, and Robert Maloney. ❖ Arda Coyle
Boucher, 21 Hemlock Hill Rd., Amherst, NH
03031; e-mail, aboucher@airmar.com.



It is fall as you read this, but it
was written in June just after
Reunion 2006. I spent Reunion
with the Class of ’71 and had a
great time. I also enjoyed time with my daughter
Bethany Meyer Paves ’96 and her friends, who
were back for their 10th Reunion. These gals
really know how to party! Do any of you remember doing “the Worm” when we were on the Hill?
Alexander Lowe ’09, son of Stephen Lowe
(New York City; slowe44520@aol.com), is a sophomore in the College of Arts and Sciences. Bob
Mirel (rmirel@lawreb.com) has a new address in
Plainsboro, NJ. Patrick Kelly (patrickelly@webtv.
net) has been invited to be a member of the
Ottawa Police Service–Victim Crisis Unit. He and
wife Angela live in Ottawa, Ontario. They will be
traveling to San Francisco, Australia, New
Zealand, and Los Angeles in November and
December 2006.
In December 2005, Rani Denise Ulrich had
an exhibit of her paintings at the Waimea Arts
Center Firehouse Gallery in Waimea near Honolulu, HI. The exhibit was titled “Close Up and
Far Away.” One featured work was “Gold Dust
Day Gecko.” Beth Galston’s sculptures were on
view in April and May 2006 at two exhibits! Her
solo exhibit was “Fragilities” at the Boston Sculptors Gallery, and a two-person exhibit was “Beth
Galston and Yizhak Elyashiv” at the Spheris
Gallery in Bellows Falls, VT. Beth and husband
Jerome Lerman live in Carlisle, MA, and her email is bgalston@aol.com. Andrea Strongwater
reports that it only took 30 years, but her artwork
is now being handled by a New York City gallery,
Cheryl Pelavin Fine Arts at 13 Jay Street in
Tribeca (Lower Manhattan)—also on the Web at
cherylpelavin.com. Cheryl got her BFA from AAP
in ’66. Andrea lives in New York City and she can
be contacted at astrongwater@nyc.rr.com.
In late April 2006, Mad River Brewing Co.
announced that Bruce “Mac” MacDonald (celtic
313@yahoo.com) is the company’s new chief executive officer. Mac and wife Anne live in Arcata,
CA, and have two grown children, Sarah and Kenneth, and one grandson, Nathan. Previous to this
position, Mac held executive positions with Johnson & Johnson, Sara Lee Corp., and West Farm
Food and was most recently executive VP of Sun
Valley Group in Arcata. Internationally he had
built several successful businesses in Europe and
South America. Mac is new to the beer industry,
but he anticipates developing a career in the
“fastest-growing segment of the fermented hop
and barley business”—high quality craft ales.
Joe Norelli was appointed regional director
of the National Labor Relations Board Regional

Office in San Francisco, CA, in July 2005. The
NLRB administers and enforces the National
Labor Relations Act, as well as investigating, prosecuting, and remedying unfair labor practices. In
his position, Joe will be responsible for processing of unfair labor practice charges and representation petitions in 27 counties in Northern
California, the state of Hawaii, and the US Territories in the Pacific. Joe received his JD from
Fordham Law School in 1973 and then joined the
NLRB as an attorney in the Office of Appeals. He
and wife Nancy have two adult sons, Michael and
Jason, and adult twin daughters Lisa and Jessica.
Stephen Goodwin (srg@winnyc.com), MCT,
MCSE, and MVP2005, has written an article for
Intranets, an enterprise strategies and solutions
publication (www.intranetstoday.com) entitled
“Nonprofit Turns to Portal for Compliance” in
the March/April 2006 issue. He is CEO of Goodwin & Cartwright Inc., and has more than 30
years of experience in financial services and
technology and working with companies such as
Citibank, Viacom, and N. M. Rothschild.
While in Hong Kong in the fall of 2005, Lynn
Girolamo Burke visited with Toby and Eileen
Marion. She reports on Toby’s adventures since
graduation! He received his master’s degree at
MIT and then did a couple of years in the Peace
Corps. He returned to an engineering job in the
US and soon took the opportunity to work in
Bahrain, where he met his wife, a native of Wales.
In the past 32 years they have lived in various
countries, including Australia, China, and Japan.
They have a son and a daughter. Toby retired
from his career and launched a wine importing/exporting business in Hong Kong, Golden
Gate Wine Co. Ltd. (www.goldengatewine.com).
❖ Connie Ferris Meyer, 16 James Thomas Rd.,
Malvern PA 19355; e-mail, cfm7@cornell.edu.




The class column for this issue can
be found with the Reports of
Reunion Classes, which begin on
page 64.

As most of us do, my daughter
Kelly was always searching for
“something different” to give on
Father’s Day. After giving me just
about every type of golf gift she could find, she
finally came up with a solution—Cornell memorabilia. Last year she bought me an authentic
red Cornell hockey jersey. This year, she presented me with a framed photo of NHL Hall of
Fame goalie Ken Dryden ’69 playing in goal for
the Montreal Canadiens in the 1970s. Dryden’s
photo will go in my den next to a game-used
hockey stick, personally autographed by San Jose
Sharks defenseman Doug Murray ’03.
Patrice Kasten Schwartz is a teacher in
Hartsdale, NY, where she resides with spouse
Elon. She is the district coordinator for the Lincoln Center Inst., a member of a cinema group,
and a CAAAN volunteer. Patrice recently chaired
the Women’s Multigenerational Passover Seder
at her synagogue, started a chapter of Kids for
World Health at her school, and is monitoring a
new teacher. She says that she would rather be
traveling or spending time with her children, who

don’t live at home anymore. The one thing she
remembers most fondly from Cornell is living
with her friends in Collegetown and enjoying the
surroundings. Nora Cheng of West Linn, OR,
reports that she works two days a week in a pain
clinic and spends her free time with yoga, Pilates,
hiking, and trying to “age gracefully.” Last summer, Nora climbed Mt. Adams and South Sister
in the Cascades. She says that she misses the East
Coast and would love to visit her friends there.
Her fondest memories of Cornell are the good
friends, great music, and caring faculty. The old
friend she would most like to hear from is Nancy
Sweeney. Nora is married to Ken Larsen.
C. Stuart Heyman and wife Julie Freeman
live in Memphis, TN, where Stuart is a ramp
agent for Federal Express. He spends his “afterhours” time with the theatre and cataloging his
CD collection. Recently, Stuart played Fagin in a
production of Oliver. He also staged an opera
scene concert for the Memphis Vocal Arts
Ensemble. When not involved in the theatre,
Stuart is busy buying property in North Carolina. When asked what he’d rather be doing,
Stuart replied, “Getting paid for working in the
theatre.” The one thing he remembers most
fondly from Cornell is the pizza and beer at
Johnny’s after Savoyard rehearsals. Stuart would
like to hear from old friend Cary Frumess ’74.
Rev. Francis Tiso of Washington, DC, is the
associate director of the secretariat for ecumenical and interreligious affairs of the US Conference
of Bishops. He enjoys painting in watercolors and
acrylics, playing trumpet, and swimming. Francis
is also busy fixing up a cottage in southern Italy for
“quiet time.” His recent activities include setting up
or continuing dialogues with Muslims, Buddhists,
Sikhs, Hindus, Reform Christians, and Jews for the
US Catholic Bishops. I’d be interested in knowing
what Father Tiso thinks about The Da Vinci Code
and the new language revisions to the Catholic
mass. Francis says that he would rather be painting landscapes in the Molise in Italy. The thing he
remembers most fondly from Cornell is walking
in the gorges and “communing with the universe,”
and he would like to hear from old friends Jeff
Richman ’73 and Kevin Neels, PhD ’81.
Jane Friedlieb Greenman is VP of Compensation, Benefits & Labor Relations. She also
serves on the board of directors of NYC Outward
Bound and on the executive committee of XBHR
(Cross Border HR). Practicing law keeps Jane very
busy, but she manages to find time to raise three
daughters with husband Charles at their home
in Princeton, NJ. Jane reports that she is pretty
happy, but would like to be on safari, rock climbing, bicycling, skiing, and trekking around the
globe more often. The studying and coffee at the
Temple of Zeus is what Jane remembers fondly
from Cornell. She would like to hear from old
friends Vivien Klein Lawrence, Deborah Kattenbach Cowan ’73, and Judi Bloom Hauswirth.
The College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
and the ALS Alumni Association was proud to
recognize Craig Yunker with the Outstanding
Alumni Award at a banquet held at the Statler
Hotel on Nov. 4, 2005. Of more than 80,000 CALS
alumni since 1977, only 168 have been recognized
with this awards program. Craig is the owner and
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managing partner of CY Farms LLC in Elba, NY.
Recognized as one of the largest innovative and
progressive farm operations in New York State, CY
Farms has 7,000 acres under cultivation. Today,
the business includes large acreage of processing
and fresh vegetables, a turf farm, a heifer-raising
facility, and a custom vegetable harvesting business. One of Craig’s greatest attributes is his skill
in managing people—he has been referred to as
the best human resource manager in Northeast
agriculture. He is a member of the Cornell Board
of Trustees and served as co-chair of the Committee on Land Grant and Statutory Affairs and as
a member of the Executive Committee. Craig has
frequently lectured both on and off campus on the
agricultural industry and has received numerous
awards over the years. He lives with his wife Kimberly in Elba, NY, and they have three children,
Cyrus ’01, Christian ’02, and Katherine ’05. His
father, Carl Yunker ’44, is also a CALS alumnus.
Congratulations to Craig for receiving this prestigious and richly deserved award from CALS. Send
news to: ❖ Alex Barna, Alexander.Barna-1@
nasa.gov; or Gary Rubin, glrubin@aol.com.



Greetings from New Orleans! Steven Braddon (ELOI1951@yahoo.
com) has relocated to Sydney, Australia, with his wife and daughters
Aurora, 20, and Vanessa, 17. Steven’s wife accepted
a faculty position at the U. of Western Sydney.
Roger Ellis, DVM ’77 (rellis6@adelphia.net) of
Granville, NY, is a field veterinarian with the

92

CORNELL ALUMNI MAGAZINE

NYS Agriculture and Markets Division of Animal Industry. He is also a volunteer speaker for
Heifer Int’l and traveled to Mozambique as a
leader of its study tour. He is interested in hearing from Dick Cooney.
Mona Deutsch Miller (monadmil@aol.com)
is writing plays and screenplays—and looking for
an agent. However, she hasn’t given up her day
job at the Donfeld, Kelley & Rollman law firm in
West Los Angeles. She stays in touch with fellow
Cornellians Lisa Pollak ’74 of Morristown, NJ,
architect Joan Fabry ’75 of Washington, DC, and
Helen Bendix, a Los Angeles Superior Court
judge. She also keeps in touch with a friend who
resides in California but is living in Louisiana and
is involved in major reconstruction after Hurricane Katrina. We need all the help we can get
and invite you to visit the city and surrounding
area to witness the devastation firsthand.
It is hard to describe the impact of Katrina if
you don’t see it and live it. It has changed our
lives. I was one of the lucky ones. My family evacuated first to Oxford, MS, and then to Baton
Rouge, LA. We could not return for two months.
Our children were displaced from their schools
and their friends. Friends and strangers alike
assisted us in so many ways. It was especially
comforting to hear from my Cornell friends all
over the country in the days immediately following the storm. Our home in uptown New Orleans
sustained only wind, roof, and tree damage. Many
of our friends and colleagues lost everything
with the levee break and flooding, both in New

Orleans and on the Mississippi coast. City services are still minimal. We have lost huge numbers
of physicians and other professionals. Small businesses are hit hardest. We have a long way to go
and our first priority is levee and coastal erosion
protection and a plan to rebuild our beautiful
and historic city and surrounding communities.
Our friends and neighbors are working together
with great hope and vision for the future.
On a lighter note, I had dinner with Nancy
Miller Clifford, MA ’76, and visited with her
husband, Richard ’74, MBA ’76, in Philadelphia
in June when I was giving a speech for the American Health Lawyers Association.
Class president Martha Slye Sherman, MPS
’75, reminds us all to save the dates for our 35th
Reunion, June 5–8, 2008, and plan to attend. I
attended the 30th and it couldn’t have been
more fun. Irene Kohan Yesowitch will be chairing the reunion committee and I will be assisting. We promise to make it special. Look for
updates on our class website at http://classof 73.
alumni.cornell.edu and to find missing classmates. Keep in touch with Cornell at the www.
alumni.cornell.edu website and send a friend a
personal postcard.
Best to all. ❖ Danielle Lombardo Trostorff,
dtrostorff@bakerdonelson.com; Phyllis Haight
Grummon, phg3@cornell.edu.



Don’t miss the chance to join ’74
classmates and other fans of Christopher Reeve in Ithaca the weekend
of November 17-18 for a program
of highlights from Chris’s film career and the
gala dedication of a plaque installed at Cornell’s
Schwartz Performing Arts Center. At that time,
we hope to announce the Christopher Reeve ’74
Scholarship for Cornell students majoring in
Theatre Arts, Dance, or Music. Evan Stewart
and Mary Berens are leading the fund-raising
among our classmates for this scholarship; the
goal is $50,000. Please contact Evan, Mary, or
John Foote for more information.
Bill Van Sweringen writes that he continues
to work at KBR, an engineering and construction
business in Houston, TX. His present job takes
him back to Nigeria; his previous job in Houston
was “installing SAP.” (My mind immediately turns
to maple syrup, but I’m confident that this is
incorrect.) Bill and wife Patricia Lawrence have
three teenage kids who keep busy with theater,
soccer, track, and lacrosse, and “generally stay out
of trouble.” Bill keeps in touch with Jeff Ellis.
Stuart Oppenheim and wife Debra relocated to Weston, FL, in 2002. Stuart works as VP,
Florida Operations for Brown and Caldwell, a
national environmental consulting firm. In his
free time, Stuart engages in competitive fencing
and dreams of deep-sea fishing. He would like to
hear from Cliff Pomerantz and fondly remembers trips to the Hot Truck (MBC, PMP, etc.).
Stephen Coulombe works as a senior systems
engineer at MTSI in Las Vegas, NV. He enjoys
playing saxophone, BBQ-ing, and swimming in
his pool. Stephen and wife Karen celebrated the
weddings of their daughter Mary in April, and
daughter Kathleen last October. All of these activities must have taken their toll, as he notes that
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at this point he’d rather be “sleeping.” Stephen
fondly remembers “the Reservoir” and would
like to hear from Foster Hinshaw ’70.
Martha Slye Sherman ’73, MPS ’75 (thanks,
Marty) provided the following info in response to
my fervent e-mail plea for news: “ ‘Kope’ (Diane
Kopelman VerSchure) might not tell you, but she
has successfully launched a dinner program for
Cornell women here in the Boston area. She,
Sharon Hegarty Williams ’65, and Karen Sehl
’76 are the co-founders. It is so successful that she
(Kope) is initiating one for her fellow alumnae
from the Tuck School. Get-togethers are once a
month at different restaurants. No theme, strictly
a networking meeting/fellowship time for Cornell
women. Each time it is “hosted” by a different
woman; Betsy Beach hosted one not long ago.
This is separate from the Cornell Club activities.”
Marty continues: “Kope also organized the
DG retreat weekend in Charleston. From the
Class of ’74 were Betsy Beach, Kope, and Jackie
Dolat, who is living in Anchorage. Jackie works
as an engineer, has her own seaplane (which she
uses for exploring and getting away), and in her
free time fishes for salmon.” DGs from other
years attended as well.
Nancy Newcomer Vick writes from Bedford,
NY, that she is looking forward to college visits
this August with son Charlie, who will be a senior
at the Hackley School this fall. Sadly, he is likely
opting for southern schools where golf can be
played on green grass most of the year and not
snow! Jane is one year behind him and noncommittal. Nancy has been for some years the board
president of the American Classical Orchestra
(amerclassorch.org), a first-rate period instrument
orchestra that performs major classics on original
instruments in New York City at public and private venues. Nancy enthuses: “If you have never
heard Bach, Beethoven, or Mozart played on the
instruments that these composers had ‘in ear’ at
the time they were composing—wooden flutes,
gut-stringed violins, valveless horns, skin-covered
timpani, etc.—you have a treat in store. The experience is much more intimate and you will hear
classics as if for the first time.” She would love to
welcome Cornellians to upcoming events and
would be happy to hear from you at NancyNxt@
aol.com or through the orchestra’s website.
Barbara Johnson, her husband Jeff Fischer,
and Mi O’Connell proudly hosted a commencement buffet supper for their son Zack ’06 at the
home of Mary Berens and her husband Paul
Feeny. Mort Bishop and Mary Lang were there
with children Elizabeth ’07 and Mac. Evan
Zuckerman and Andy Bernstein were in town
to celebrate daughter Whitney ’06’s graduation;
son Tyler ’09 was also on hand for the buffet
treats. Neighbor Ezra Cornell ’70 and his family,
wife Daphne, daughter Allie, and son Colin, also
stopped by to join in the graduation festivities.
Kris Rupert and husband John Foote rounded
out the group of Cornellians—having hosted a
much larger champagne luncheon for a marvelous
group of new graduates, family, and friends.
In a recent e-mail to our fearless leader, class
president John Foote, Bill Quain asks, “How
many of our classmates will have kids at Cornell
this fall? You may know that I just released a great

new product called ‘Debit & Credit Cards 101: A
driver’s education course for credit cards.’ It is a
book/DVD/CD combination that is already being
used at some colleges for orientation seminars. I
would be happy to donate 20 copies to our classmates’ freshman children for your [annual incoming children of ’74 alumni] party in August.”
Jodi Sielschott Stechschulte and husband
John won the prize for largest Cornell family present at the buffet (not for the first time): daughter
Lisa ’04, son John ’06, daughter Lynn ’09, and
daughter Lauren. Jodi notes that son John graduated magna cum laude with honors in Materials
Science and Engineering. He has accepted a spot
with Teach for America and will teach secondary
math in the Baltimore City Public School System
for the next two years. Lisa is an applied research
mathematician for the Dept. of Defense and is living in the D.C. area. Lynn loved her freshman year
at Cornell and will live in her sorority next year—
a new one—Alpha Xi Delta. Lynn is considering
a major in Chemistry. Jodi marvels, “Are these
really my children? Math, Engineering, Chemistry—not an English major in the bunch!”
Agribusiness owners Ed and Pauline Brooks
Drexler ’75, of Fabius, NY, were proud parents at
the recent wedding of their daughter Emily ’03
to Scott Olsenwik on a scenic orchard hillside in
Argyll, NY. Many alumni friends and relatives
were in attendance, including maid of honor
Crystal Aukema ’03, Richard and Chris Fesko
(fellow agribusiness owners in Skaneateles, NY);
Emily’s grandmother, Leah Smith Drexler ’46;
and various aunts, uncles, and cousins including: Henry ’69 and Anne Porter Drexler ’73,
Marleah Drexler MacDougal ’71, Leah MacDougal ’02, Jean Moore Latham ’70, Ted Moore
’71, Tom ’79 and Carol McKenzie Moore, Charlotte Smith Moore ’48, and yours truly.
Olga Mohan, husband Fred Simmons, and
their three children spent Memorial Day weekend at Cornell for the graduation of nephew
Bruce Armstrong ’06. Olga has been a professor of pediatric medicine at UCLA near Los
Angeles for the past 16 years. She is toying with
the idea of retirement, so that she can get more
involved with other causes such as political campaigns. I had just returned to Central New York
from a trip, so we quickly made plans and connected for a visit at the Syracuse Airport. It was
fun to meet her children, Caroline, 16, Michael,
14, and Jim, 12. They all reside in Manhattan
Beach, CA. It’s pretty entertaining to see friends
that you knew as single college students now in
the role of busy parents. Please send your news
to: ❖ Betsy Moore, emoore@cazenovia.edu;
Steve Raye, spr23@cornell.edu; or Bill Howard,
billhoward@comcast.net.



In my last column, I mentioned
that I had attended the CornellYale football game in New Haven
last fall. Cornell athletic events are
a great place to meet up with classmates. I drove
up to the game with Howie Borkan ’81 and
Buck Briggs ’76. There were several tailgate parties, and I saw Don ’76, MBA ’79, and Karen
Krinsky Sussman ’76 (whose son Joel ’05, BS
Ag ’06, was on the Cornell team), John ’72 and

Ellen Rosenstock Morehouse ’72, Allison and
Peter Kaplan ’74, and Mark Allen ’74.
I sat with Cindy Coulter Harris and Pam
Coulter Mason ’76 and their parents, Ross Cunnick, and Lily and Paul Wong. Cindy (cgeorge@
sgcfamlaw.com) and Dianne Veris Puls (dvpuls@
comcast.net) had a mini-reunion last August
when Cindy’s daughter Caroline and Diane’s son
Jeremy started at U. of Colorado. Cindy’s son
Dan is a senior at George Washington U. In June
2005, Cindy married Jeff Harris. She is a matrimonial attorney in Greenwich, CT, and was
named as one of the top 100 attorneys by Worth
magazine in December 2005. Cindy told me a little bit of Cornell nostalgia. Her freshman dorm
room was 4517 Clara Dickson, and her father was
Class of ’45 while her grandfather was Class of
’17 at Cornell. How about that for dorm placement! Ross (wrciii@aol.com) came down from
Falmouth, MA, for the game. He spent last summer umpiring sailboat races and spends the winter working on a 1931 Model A Ford with a 1988
Camaro engine! Ross keeps in touch with Charlie Wallace (cwallace@vipstructures.com), whose
son Chuck ’06 just finished at the Ag college.
Charlie entered a triathlon with two friends in
Duxbury, MA, and came in fourth out of 40. He
and Dave Nutting own a construction warehouse
development firm in Skaneateles, NY. Ross also
keeps in touch with Steve Patterson (patters@
wiggin-nourie.com), a lawyer in Manchester, NH,
who plays in an over-50 soccer league. Paul (edge
hillcm@aol.com) has become an “accidental Internet entrepreneur.” His 14-year-old son Robert is
a nationally ranked tennis player. Paul was
searching for a string sponsor for Robert, and a
Belgian manufacturer offered their strings and
asked Paul if he wanted to distribute the strings
in the US. Paul launched TennisStringman.com
in August 2005 and now distributes racquet
stringing around the world.
From the world of press releases: Jim Seeley,
JD ’79 (jseeley@bsk.com) was selected by his peers
to be included in the 2007 edition of “The Best
Lawyers in America.” He is chair of the estate and
financial planning department of Bond, Schoeneck & King PLLC in Syracuse, NY, and a Fellow
of the American College of Trust and Estate
Counsel. Jim and wife Beth (Wright) ’76 live in
Marcellus, NY, with daughter Faith, 12, and son
Robby, 5. Also at Jim’s firm is R. Daniel Bordoni,
MS’77, who was elected last year to the College of
Labor and Employment Lawyers. He is a partner
and co-chair of the firm’s labor and employment
law department. Harriet Cooperman, partner
and chair at Saul Ewing LLP in Baltimore, MD,
was reappointed to the Maryland State Higher
Education Labor Relations Board by the governor
last year. She is a member of the board of trustees
for the University System of Maryland Foundation and a member of the board of visitors of U.
of Maryland’s School of Law. She has been named
a “Best Lawyer” in labor and employment law
every year since 1993 and selected as one of
Maryland’s Top 100 Women by the Daily Record.
Far, far from Cayuga’s waters, Phil Ionta
(iontapa@aramco.com.sa) is capital coordinator
for projects for Saudi Aramco. His life in the
Middle East has been far from boring, but he
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does miss hearing the chimes from the Cornell
bell tower. Phil enjoys swimming and golf, and
traveled to the Selous Game Reserve (Rufigi
River) in Tanzania for a walking safari. He met
Samuel Bodman ’60, the US Secretary of Energy,
at a recent consulate function when he went to
Saudi Arabia to thank the country for contributing $100 million in Hurricane Katrina relief
funds, and for increasing production quotas.
Marty Siegel (cksiegel@aol.com) writes that
during winter break of senior year, Andy Reese,
Steve Semlitz, MBA ’76, and he tried driving a
rusted out Dodge van across the country to ski
the Colorado Rockies. They made it as far as
Iowa, where the engine blew. After being towed
to a gas station, they sold the van, hitchhiked to
a Greyhound stop, and each headed home, never
making it to Aspen, and vowed that when they
all “made it” in life, they’d head west again and
do it first class. They held their first “Rendezvous
in the Rockies” in 2003, and recently met up
again in January ’06 in Vail for four great days of
skiing. Steve (ssemlitz@hteco.com) is the comanaging partner at Hess Energy Trading, Andy
is one of the world’s leading authorities on
groundwater runoff, and Marty is involved in
real estate in Minneapolis-St. Paul.
I ran into Steve at a Johnson School-sponsored panel of Wall Street experts who discussed
the world of hedge funds. Steve was on the panel
with fellow Cornellians Rich Marin, MBA ’76,
Peter Wright, MBA ’76, and Joshua Weinreich
’82. Rich (ram38@cornell.edu) is chairman and
CEO of Bear Stearns Asset Management in NYC.
He is on the University Council, the Major Gifts
Committee, and the Entrepreneurship and Personal Enterprise Program Advisory Council and
still has time to serve as our class VP. Peter
(pwright@pawpartners.com) established PAW
Partners in 1990 and is the general partner,
responsible for managing a US equities hedge
fund. He lives in Greenwich, CT, and has five
children between the ages of 10 and 14, the
youngest being a set of twins. He keeps in touch
with fellow ChemE’s George Murphy, Todd
Teitell, Wayne Henderson, and Elyse Byron,
and ILR classmates Jon Golden, Dan Schwimer,
Steve Weintraub, and Bob Weiser.
Here is some news from classmates who also
happen to be classmates of mine from high
school! Andy Feigin (andy@applefig.com) was in
Singapore last year, where he served as the production stage manager for NYC2012’s final presentation to the IOC for the 2012 Summer
Olympics. He got to work with Senator Hillary
Clinton, NYC mayor Mike Bloomberg, and
Olympic gold medalists Janet Evans and Bob Beamon. He took the opportunity to take a vacation
with his wife in Thailand after the event. His son
Benjamin just finished his freshman year at
Carnegie Mellon, and his daughter Hannah is in
high school. When at home, Andy teaches at the
Tisch School of the Arts at NYU and has a production company, AppleFig. Another Andy from
my HS, Andy Weinberg (andrew.weinberg@med.
va.gov) is at the Dorn V.A. Medical Center in
Columbia, SC, as chief of geriatrics and extended
care. He had spent a year of active duty in 2005 as
a Navy flight surgeon in Iraq in support of the US
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Marine Corps operation at an airbase 100 miles
from Baghdad. Andy has four children: James, a
junior at NYU, Jenna, in high school, Bethany, 8,
and Jocelyn, 5 months. Rory Sadoff (dinkyrss@
aol.com) went up to Ithaca recently to see the
Cornell-UMass lacrosse game with his son Zach,
who is a freshman at Tufts. Son Luke is in high
school, and daughter Cassie is in junior high.
That’s my news for now. Please tune in and
keep sending news. We will be sure to get it into
a column as soon as we can. ❖ Deb Gellman,
dsgellman@hotmail.com; Karen DeMarco Boroff,
boroffka@shu.edu; Mitch Frank, mjfgator@aol.
com; and Joan Pease, japease1032@aol.com.




The class column for this issue
can be found with the Reports of
Reunion Classes, which begin on
page 64.

The summer was a little slow for
news, and your class correspondents are looking forward to hearing from you this fall. Look for
your annual News and Dues mailing next month,
and let us know how things are going with your
life, your work, your family, your travels, your
goals and dreams. Share your news in this space.
Your classmates and friends will be happy to see it.
Kim Gould, ME ’79, lives in Seattle and works
for Tectura Corp. After-hours extracurricular
activities include being Dad to a 4-1/2-year-old,
skiing, and spending time with his extended family. Most recently, he and wife Michelle Osborne
have been re-connecting and re-orienting themselves to Seattle after being away for 27 years. His
favorite memory of Cornell is WVBR. Sari Lee
Schaumberger Gordon has been following in
her daughter’s footsteps and is doing community
theater. She was recently cast as Cora Groves in the
Lanford Wilson play The Rimers of Eldritch, which
was to be presented in May at the Poppenhauser
Inst. in College Point, NY. She was also getting
ready to play Lady Montague in Centerport with
the Arena Players this summer in their production of Romeo and Juliet. At the time she wrote,
she had just finished portraying Steffi Blondell
in Neil Simon’s I Oughta Be in Pictures with the
Spotlight Players of New Hyde Park. Congratulations, Sari, on your success as a thespian!
That’s it for the months of September and
October. Please keep those cards, letters, and emails coming, full of your news and views—and
feel free to be wordy and to encourage friends to
contribute! ❖ Howie Eisen, Heisen@drexelmed.
edu; and Lorrie Panzer Rudin, rudin@star
power.net.



You can’t beat fall weather in
Ithaca. As you reflect on the beautiful leaves changing colors and
the Big Red football team trouncing their foes (hey, after 30 years, even the football team was good), please view the news and
notes from our classmates.
Seth Klion (SethKlion@aol.com) and wife
Janet are the parents of three young female
adults, ages 22, 19, and 17, and live in South
Salem, NY. Jodi ’06 (ILR) graduated this past

May, moved to Manhattan, and is working at
Bristol-Myers. Dana ’09 (CALS) is looking forward to her next three years. Rachel, the original
CU wannabe in the family, will make her intentions known this coming fall as an early decision
applicant to the CALS AEM program. This family certainly has CU red flowing through its
veins. Many parents noted that it has been an
emotion-filled year—surpassing their 50th year,
first child graduating college, empty-nester status now in full view. Time does fly.
Michael Levine reports the big news that he
and wife Joni have son Sam ’09 who recently
completed his freshman year in Arts and Sciences. “He had a great dorm life at the incomparable Court Hall—a lot more lux than the old
Sperry Hall on West Campus where Michael was.
Sam has a regular gig on WVBR and will intern
for Newsweek this summer under the tutelage of
David Kaplan. Sam is friends with some of my
old buddies’ kids, including Claudia Cohen ’09,
whose mother Cindy Green ’79 and I worked for
Cornell’s legendary developmental psychologist
Urie Bronfenbrenner ’38 on his groundbreaking
cross-national research studies in the late 1970s
at old Martha Van. We have two other children,
Zach, 15, and Sarah, 11, who attend school in
New York City and New Jersey, respectively. We
are based in Teaneck, NJ, where we are close
friends of Nadav and Debbie Herman Nahshon
’79. On a personal note I am now serving as VP,
New Media and Director of Education for Asia
Society, the NYC-based global organization
focused on making education about other world
regions, languages, and cultures a national priority.” Michael would be delighted to hear from
old friends at mlevine@asiasoc.org.
Roger Anderson and his family visited the
Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, NY, and,
quite by accident, stayed at a farm resort run by
John Sovocool and his wife. “John keeps his Cornell yearbook in the resort office to show guests,
and is quite proud that his daughter recently graduated from Cornell. He ran the Boston Marathon
and is planning to run the New York Marathon
this fall.” John’s twin brother Wayne was also a
classmate. Belinda Ward (wardkirby@aol.com),
husband Frank Kirby, and their two children live
in Ridgefield, CT. Belinda currently writes for
“Sesame Street” and will create and head write for
“The Upside Down Show” debuting on Noggin in
2007. Belinda has fond memories of the chocolate
chip cookies at Cornell. Given the choice, Belinda
would rather write a novel. Randy Strongin Weiss
currently enjoys life in Centerport, NY. She
remembers the beautiful landscapes at Cornell and
the Herbert F. Johnson museum. Randy would
like to here from Karen Cornelius. Any news?
Stuart Cordell writes in from the rustbelt of
northeastern Ohio. He has enjoyed the same
office at Warren & Young for the last 23 years,
although the firm did have it redecorated five
years ago. Stuart focuses on economic redevelopment in the area. His two children are in college. Daughter Elise ’07 will take on her senior
year at Cornell, where she lives in Collegetown
and enjoys Kappa Delta sorority activities, and his
younger daughter will start her sophomore year
at Coastal Carolina. Stuart enjoyed a two-week
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vacation in Spain, helped by his wife’s fluency in
Spanish. He misses the constant activity across all
disciplines at Cornell. Stuart calls out for news
from the Sigma Chis and comments that the new
Greystone is beautiful.
Mike Bernard (mandibernard@earthlink.
net) sends us news from Albuquerque, NM. He
currently serves as a senior systems research analyst studying foreign countries’ directed energy
(laser) and radio-frequency weapons systems. He
plays softball with a bunch of 30-year-olds and
enjoyed the Cubs and White Sox spring training.
He also spends time converting his albums to CDs
and Super-8 and 8mm videos to DVDs. In addition, Mike teaches fourth and eighth grade religious education. If he had the time, he would play
more golf and see more national parks. We heard
from Seattle, WA, where James Hoffman (enjoy
ingtheview@comcast.net) and his wife Sharon
live. James is president of the Hoffman Group.
His memories of Cornell include Beebe Lake, late
nights at the truck, the suspension bridge, wine
tasting class, and freshman year in the dorms.
Nancy Kilmer DuBois (nkdubois@gmail.
com) reports from Plano, TX, where she enjoys
empty nesting with husband David. Nancy splits
working time between costume designer at the
Dallas Repertoire Ballet and office manager at
Academy of Dance Arts. Nancy recalls the great
friends at Cornell. If given the option, Nancy
would sit on a beach and enjoy a good book.
Susan Hartwell Bradley, MS ’83 (susanbradley@
comcast.net) recalls her participation in athletics as her Cornell fond memory. She would love
to play lacrosse if she were only in 1978 form.
Susan and husband Robert live in Eagan, MN.
She is a freelance writer and mom to Ross, 14,
Sean, 11, and Kendall, 9. She enjoys her family
and church activities. Susan has also written and
self-published a humor book, Who Knew? The
Inside Story of Being a Mom. She keeps in touch
with her close Cornell friends.
I hope all is well with you. Please continue
to send news. ❖ Chip Brueckman, jcb58@
cornell.edu; or Pepi F. Leids, PLeids@aol.com.
Go Big Red!



On April 25, 2006, over 3,000 Cornellians gathered at the Beacon
Theatre in New York City to hear
Prof. Walter LaFeber’s Farewell
Lecture. It was a remarkable evening that reminded those present of the extraordinary teaching that occurs at Cornell. At the Class of ’79 dinner that followed at the En Plo Restaurant (103
W. 77th St.), Steve Green, Jack Falvey, David
Kauffman, and Jeff Weiss recalled their unique
experience of having Prof. LaFeber guide their
Freshman Writing Seminar in the fall of 1975,
and how his brilliance inspired them to sign up
for additional courses over the next three years.
According to Class President Jeff Berg, MBA
’81, 41 classmates, spouses, and friends turned
out for Prof. LaFeber’s talk and the post-lecture
dinner, making the evening one of the largest ’79
class gatherings ever held outside of Ithaca. The
buffet dinner, arranged to perfection by Dan
Mansoor, MBA ’80, afforded ample opportunity
to mingle and re-connect with old friends, in

some cases for the first time since graduation.
News from the attendees included:
Jeff Weiss and his family are off on a safari
to Kenya, where they will travel throughout the
countryside and provide their four children with
the opportunity to meet with peers, help Masai
children find water for their cattle, and live with
Kenyans in their villages. Nancy Sverdlik, Janet
Goldin Rubin, and Beth Anderson ’80 are continuing their tradition of taking an annual spring
getaway together. This past April marked the
sixth year of their trips, and they chose to take in
the sights of Stockholm over a long weekend.
Jeff Berg was recently honored to receive the
District Award of Merit and the James E. West
Fellow Award by the Westchester-Putnam Council of the Boy Scouts of America. This summer
Jeff’s sons Blake and Lowell are working on their
final requirements to achieve Eagle Scout. Jordan
Schell-Lambert and his wife Anita are practically
empty-nesters. Their son Theo is working as a
freelance writer in San Francisco, and Rachel ’07
shows no signs of wanting to leave Ithaca! Jordan
and Anita seized the opportunity to try something new and relocated to Bennington, VT, in
November ’05. Jordan has joined Linium LLC as
a principal IT consultant and “commutes” weekly
between Albany and Michigan, where his current
client is located. “Hope to be doing more in New
England by the end of the year.”
Isabel Weiss Wacker and husband Tom are
busy raising their two daughters, ages 12 and 15,
and plan to enjoy a trip to Italy this summer as a
family. They split their time between Park Slope,
Brooklyn, and the North Fork of Long Island,
where they love to sail and ski. Will Morris and
his wife have bought a weekend home in Redding,
CT. Will is wondering if any other Cornell alumni
are in Redding. Michael Curran’s oldest son is at
St. Bonaventure, a spot even more remote and
cold than Ithaca, and his son Trevor starts at St.
Joseph’s this fall. Mike’s family is hoping to spend
a lot of the summer on Cape Cod, where they
have recently built a vacation home. His consulting business, MG Management Consulting Inc.,
is going well; they have expanded their European
efforts and have opened an office in Asia.
David and Jody Weiner Kauffman ’81 are
the parents of three daughters, Melanie, 13,
Erica, 11, and Jennifer, 8. David is VP and associate general counsel at Verizon, where he has
been working for the past 16 years, including
Verizon’s predecessor companies. His career has
taken them to several locations, including Westport, CT, Dallas, TX, and now Basking Ridge, NJ.
David sent an e-mail following his trip to Jody’s
25th Reunion in early June and reported that the
Straight Music Room now has a plasma TV and
that the Class of ’79 plaque noting our Senior
Class Gift of music equipment still hangs on the
wall (though apparently all of the music equipment, now over 27 years old, has been replaced).
Danna Levy has opted for a freelance career
in two fields, strategic marketing planning and
medical writing, thereby putting both her graduate and undergraduate degrees to good use since
the arrival of her daughter 15 years ago. Danna
has also been involved in alumni admissions activities for Cornell for nearly 25 years, and in recent
SEPTEMBER / OCTO BER 2006

95

064-109CAMSO06notes

8/16/06

2:49 PM

Page 96

years she has served as a college fair representative
in Manhattan, her home since graduation. Danna,
her husband Jeffrey Riback ’75, and their daughter love to travel; this summer their family is planning a trip to Greece. Danna recently wrote a note
saying, “I truly enjoyed seeing so many former
friends and acquaintances—particularly from
freshman year—at the post-lecture dinner.”
More than 25 other classmates attended the
LaFeber lecture. We hope to hear from them and
will include their news in future columns.
Out on the West Coast, Kris Busche Barlow
and her family are enjoying life in Coto De Caza,
CA. Kris’s husband works for Mercedes-Benz
USA, and they were transferred to California
three years ago from Montvale, NJ. Youngest
daughter Jackie is entering tenth grade in the fall,
and daughter Jessica will be a sophomore at
Duke. When the girls were younger, Kris served

so that we can all keep in touch. Also, you can
write to us directly. Have a wonderful fall! ❖
Cynthia Ahlgren Shea, cynthiashea@hotmail.
com; Kathy Zappia Gould, rdgould@suscom.
net; and Cindy Williams, cew32@cornell.edu.



It has been a lovely and relaxing
summer and I hope everyone enjoyed sun, sand, and water. Steve
Radin and I are still located in
Manhattan and are happy to reconnect with Cornellians. I was just reelected to a second term as
a member of the board of directors of the ILR
Alumni Association and I’m eager to hear from
fellow ILR graduates. Steve continues to practice
corporate governance and litigate corporate and
securities cases with Weil, Gotshal & Manges in
New York. My oldest son, Jason, 12, graduated
from sixth grade and has been playing trumpet

‘All adult talk is appreciated.’
CHIP MYERS ’82

as a Girl Scout leader for 12 years, working with
a group of 16 girls from kindergarten until 11th
grade. The troop traveled to three foreign countries and participated in many fabulous activities,
and daughter Jessica earned her Gold Award.
Arthur and Debra Kishinsky Lewis live in
Livingston, NJ. Their son Harrison had his bar
mitzvah in November 2004 and Cornellians
Kipen ’78 and Lesley Schurmann Kolesinskas
attended the celebration. Hiram “HJ” Frank
owns the largest generator installation company
in the US, Personalized Power Systems, which is
based in Boca Raton, FL. In response to our class
questionnaire question, “What would you rather
be doing,” HJ responded: “Nothing else.” In his
spare time, he enjoys golf and boating. The one
thing HJ remembers most fondly from Cornell
days is “very smart, ‘hard-partying’ friends.”
Diane Becker Lehman Wilson lives in Ann
Arbor, MI, where she is enjoying a second year of
newly blended families with her husband Dwight,
his sons, and their goddaughters, who come by
for overnight visits. Diane teaches middle school
history and English at Friends School in Detroit,
where she “loves the school’s commitment to first
rate education in a diverse, loving environment
with dedication to the city.” In her spare time, she
enjoys gardening, ice skating, and cooking. Diane’s
fondest memory from her time at Cornell: “the
swing on the Arts Quad near Lincoln Hall.” Emily
DeNitto is the features editor at Worth magazine
and a restaurant reviewer once a month for the
New York Times. She and her husband Ronald
Marans enjoy hiking around the Hudson Valley
with their 6-year-old daughter Alexa and exploring the city’s cultural riches. The one thing Emily
remembers most fondly from her years at Cornell: “Walking across the Arts Quad at dusk.”
If you have enjoyed reading about your
classmates in this column, please consider taking a few moments to write us a note with your
news. Send e-mail to us at classof 79@cornell.edu
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solos at various performances. Son Jeffrey, 9, finished third grade and has become a photographer, developing his own pictures. Both boys
spend their summers playing basketball, baseball,
and tennis and are avid Yankee fans.
Richard and Linda Ripps Feder celebrated the
bat mitzvah of their daughter Lauren on May 20
in Philadelphia. Steve and I attended and enjoyed
catching up with Margery Salshutz Brauner,
Esther Elkin Mildner, Janet Goldin Rubin ’79,
and Steven Goldenberg ’81. The service was beautiful, and Lauren made her family proud, including her Cornellian grandmother, Jane Trynin
Feder ’55. Linda has her PhD and is working in
the nutrition field for the Community College of
Philadelphia and the Jefferson Home Care Network. Linda’s husband Richie is Chief Deputy City
Solicitor for the City of Philadelphia Law Department, and her son Kenny is entering 11th grade.
Margery Salshutz Brauner is doing well and living
with husband Allan and children Eric, 12, and
twins Caroline and Jonathan, 11, in Fair Lawn, NJ.
Mark and Esther Elkin Mildner celebrated the
bat mitzvah of their daughter Erica on May 29 in
Ardsley, NY. A moving service was followed by a
boisterous party. Steve and I attended along with
Linda Ripps Feder, Margery Salshutz Brauner, and
Janet Goldin Rubin ’79. Other friendly Cornellians
in attendance included Mary T. Farrell, Martha
Francis Fischer, Lisa Privett-Wood, Candace
Crocker Warren, Robin Rosenberg ’81, Stacey
Levine-Silverman ’75, H. Jay Sloofman ’75, and
Lisa Talcott Gaylor, who started with the Class of
1980 in U-Hall 1. Esther has her own general legal
practice, including the trusts and estates and real
estate areas, and Mark has his own accounting
practice and is the CFO of HIAS (Hebrew Immigration Aid Society). Esther’s daughter Carrie is
entering tenth grade, and older daughter Alana
is very excited to start Cornell in the fall with the
Class of 2010, majoring in Policy Analysis and
Management in the Human Ecology college.

With a PhD in genetics from Pennsylvania
State U., Lauren Miller joined Bausch & Lomb in
Rochester, NY, as Director, Pharmaceutical Evaluation and Licensing. Andy Kessler reported that
his new book, The End of Medicine: How Silicon
Valley (and Naked Mice) Will Reboot Your Doctor,
will be published in July. Jeffrey Bennett was to be
married over the summer. He is running his own
software company, Bennet-Tec Information Systems Inc., in New York. Brian Miller is working as
a theatrical set and lighting designer in Colorado
and recently finished ten shows in five months. He
reports that it is time to put his MBA back to use
and rejoin the business world. Michael Lee is an
orthopedic surgeon and has recently relocated to
Calabasas, CA. Maura Kates-Rutkin, DVM ’83,
retired from her practice as a veterinarian to spend
time with children Aviva, 15, Brad, 10, and Corey,
7, and cheer the boys’ hockey teams to victory.
Enjoy the fall, and please write us with news
of special occasions and significant events in
your lives. ❖ Leona Barsky, leonabarsky@aol.
com; Dik Saalfeld, rfs25@cornell.edu; Dana Jerrard, dej24@cornell.edu; Tim O’Connor, tvo2@
cornell.edu; and Cynthia Addonizio-Bianco,
caa28@cornell.edu.




The class column for this issue can
be found with the Reports of
Reunion Classes, which begin on
page 64.

A year from now, the class correspondent will be writing about the
grand time we had at our 25th
Reunion. So save the date—and
plan ahead—June 7–10, 2007!
Meg Murray’s oldest daughter’s bat mitzvah
was a reunion of sorts, attended by many Cornellians including Ned ’81 and Anne Shuter
Pride, Susie Kalus ’80, David Heller ’81, Kathleen Cullen Harwood ’81, and classmates Beth
Tremer Herrick, MD ’86, Elena Nachmanoff,
Karin Bain Kukral, Amy Murphy, Jan Feinberg
Singer, Danielle Lichter Goldstein, Terry Ries
Stepano-Vitch, and Bill Henry. Meg writes that
it was “such a special day, made even more special to share with old and dear friends.”
Chip Myers, DVM ’87, is looking forward to
hearing from “anyone.” “All adult talk is appreciated” since he and his wife Dana Kellerman
’85, DVM ’90’s son Benjamin Noah was born in
December 2005. Chip writes, “As most of our
contemporaries are thinking of colleges for their
offspring, Dana and I had our very first and only
child.” The new parents are partners in a specialty
veterinary internal medicine practice in Pittsburgh that offers mobile ultrasounds and endoscopies at their clients’ regular primary veterinary
caregivers. Write to Chip at cmyers97@aol.com.
Mark Cohen and his wife started a recycling
company, Office Paper Recovery Systems Inc.,
from scratch in 1989 and are now the largest
independent recyclers from Boston on north
and operate a 76,000-sq.-ft. plant, “arguably the
best in New England.” Mark summarizes the last
24 years: “I’ve been married for almost 18 years
to a great Tufts civil engineering grad and we’ve
been fortunate to have two boys and a girl, now
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age 12, 10, and 8, respectively. We love living in
Concord, MA, where we’ve been since 1992.”
Mark adds, “A woman came over to me after our
10-year-olds had been playing on the same soccer team for weeks and said I looked familiar. It
turned out to be Ann Schrager Warner, who
lived in either U-Hall 3 or 4. Small world!”
Also living in Massachusetts is Eric Aronson,
in Cambridge. By day, he is a clinical psychologist,
and his extracurricular activities include being an
Amnesty Int’l human rights activist. He has been
preparing to train trauma counselors in Sri Lanka
in response to the 2004 tsunami and the ongoing
war. Eric has been spending time with Irwin
Waldman and wife Monica, as Irwin is in Cambridge on sabbatical. Eric would love to hear from
Rich Sklar. E-mail Eric at earonson@earthlink.net.
Michael Clements (mjacseuss@cox.net)
writes that he “recently closed his practice due
to increasing expenses and declining reimbursements, another victim of the healthcare crisis
that is adversely impacting this country.” He is
now working for the State of Connecticut as a
physician for the Dept. of Corrections, and his
after-hours activities include family tree research,
reading, and numismatics. Michael would like to
hear from his old roommate Larry Bass. Congratulations to Michele Riess, who started a new
job as SVP and chief HR officer at Gartner, an
IT research and consulting firm in Stamford, CT.
In addition to her day job, Michele takes care of
daughters Nicole and Kaitlin, enjoys travel and
exercise, and would rather be “sitting on the beach
in St. John” fondly remembering working at Noyes
Lodge and hoping to hear from Miriam Blumberg. Please write to Michele at meriess@aol.com.
Andrew Jones is a production planner for
Jeppesen Sanderson, a Boeing-owned company
that produces and distributes flight charts for
commercial and business pilots across the globe.
He and his family live in Denver, and his youngest
son is a “middie” on a Columbine youth lacrosse
team that AJ is “lucky enough to coach.” He adds,
“Next year he enters high school, and maybe he
can play for the Big Red one day.” One of the
fondest memories he has of our time at Cornell
was the madness at Lynah Rink. He wishes he
could get back there more often and would love
to hear from Mark Depta. Reach AJ at ajtheyeti@
champmail.com. Robert Hoffmeister also has
fond memories of games at Lynah. He is currently an IT manager for CSC, and living in
Apex, NC, where he plays in an adult ice hockey
league and is raising two daughters with his wife
Diane. Steve Mendell is an EVP of acquisitions
and development at HEI Hospitality, where he
spends his time “buying hotels” and his afterhours on family, golf, and the Yankees.
Our latest news form asks, “What is the one
thing you remember most fondly from your time
at Cornell?” The overwhelming response so far
has been about the friendships that were formed
then, and continue to this day. Echoing those
sentiments are Liz Dibs Dole, DVM ’86, John
Pisacane, and Angelo Alberto, who adds, “and
the fun times while staying up late in Rand Hall.”
Linda Harris Crovella wrote, “Walking through
the Arts Quad on a sunny fall day or moonlit
spring evening”; Beth Tremer Herrick, MD ’86,

wrote, “Swimming in the gorges”; and Cyndy
Schillinger Rochford remembers “the ice cream!”
Linda would love to hear from Ingrid Hall Johnson, Dana Todd Webster, Ginny Pados Beutnagel,
and Robin Horowitz Friehling. Cindy wonders if
Chris Woiwode joined the FBI! And Liz Dole is
looking for Barbara Safran, Rob Palumbo, and
Ned Ensor. Write to Liz at blklabvet@aol.com.
When asked which old Cornell friend you
would like to hear from, Mark Portera, a
regional sales director with the Hershey Company, answered Larry Carrozzella. Keo Opton
is hoping to connect with Aya Zbinovsky and
Debbie Wolfe.
Who would you like to see at our 25th
Reunion? Start connecting now with help from
the online Cornell Alumni Directory at
https://directory.alumni.cornell.edu/ and make
plans for Ithaca in June 2007! See you then, if not
before. ❖ Nina M. Kondo, nmk22@cornell.edu;
and Mark E. Fernau, mef29@cornell.edu.



When I was a new alum, I sometimes wondered why the same
people always seemed to have
their names and news in our class
column. After two years in the role of class cocorrespondent, I now know that it’s because a
relatively small number of us are dedicated and
consistent correspondents. So, if you’ve been
wondering why you and your old chums are
never in the column, please send us your news!
Send it in along with your annual dues statement, or at any time online (http://classof83.
alumni.cornell.edu/). Don’t wait for life-altering
moments only; we want to hear about your
everyday lives as well. We’re sending out a special plea for news from any of you who have kids
attending Cornell or entering this fall.
On that note, Rachel Greengus Schultz
sends “cheers from London! I am writing to let
you know that another generation of Cornellians
is about to happen in my family. My oldest son,
Joshua, will be starting at Cornell in the fall. He
will be the class of 2010, which seems very weird
to me, but I am so excited for him. It also means
we will get up to visit Ithaca at least once a year.
It is quite a schlepp from London, but not
impossible!” Rachel reports enjoying life as an expat and taking advantage of the European home
base by doing some exciting traveling. Last winter, Rachel and family went to Kenya for a safari,
and in February went north of the Arctic Circle
to Lapland, where the high temperature was -10.
They also spent a week in Eilat on the Red Sea
and enjoyed an “amazing” day trip to Petra. Plans
for summer 2006 include a walking tour of the
southwest coast of Turkey. When not traveling,
Rachel works as an anesthetist in the National
Health Service, which has been an eye-opening
experience. “I am keeping notes and am thinking
of writing a book called ‘Another Ridiculous Day
at the NHS.’ True life is far stranger than fiction.”
Another ex-pat, Aron Lender, MBA ’85,
reports that he is living in Lima, Peru, with his
wife Francis Barmac and children Orly, 4, and
Nathan, 3. Samir Soubra, Lebanese by origin,
writes that he is hoping to see his native country
become stable and prosperous again. Samir is

currently working as a landlord and is single but
hoping to marry in a few years. Like many of us,
he misses Ithaca, Cayuga Lake, and an old favorite
of mine, Taughannock Farms Inn. In January,
Joanne Gernstein London, MA ’87, and family
hosted a dinner in honor of Eric Gouvin’s visit
to their home city of Washington, DC. Virginians
Dan Loehr and Chris Hudson, MEE ’85, also
attended along with their families. This group
gets together with other Cornell friends every
three years or so for a week’s vacation somewhere in the US. Participants (representing at
least eight different states) have included Mary
Thompson, Sam Bryan, John Walters, Scott
Greene ’84, Kate Foley ’84, MS ’88, Bill Starr
’84, and Missy Turin Wick ’82.
We’re still getting some thoughtful responses
to co-correspondent David Pattison’s e-mail
request for news, updates, and thoughts on the
nearly 25 years since we left the Hill. Fast-tracker
Benny Yih hopes to run across the Grand Canyon
again sometime during the next ten years. Seth
Krosner misses that “cool” early ’80s music (What
were we thinking?). He never expected to be a
trauma surgeon and never thought he’d be living
in Southern California (San Diego). Seth worked
at Noyes Dining on West Campus all four years,
and STILL sizes up food service workers and
restaurants (“I could handle that short-order line
faster!”). Seth and his partner Phil Johnson have
been together just under 15 years.
Also sizing up the hospitality industry is Barney Gallassio, who moonlights as a food critic
when not at his day job as VP for client service
operations at Medco Health. Barney encourages
classmates to visit his website, www.undercover
concierge.com. Twenty-three years ago, Julia Fox,
PhD ’99, was looking for a job as a radio reporter.
Now she’s on the faculty at Indiana U. as an assistant professor in the telecommunications department. Eva Bostek-Brady has changed careers
exactly . . . zero times. She wonders, “Is that
unusual—to still be in the same profession now
as on the day I graduated professional school? But
in addition to never changing careers, I’ve actually only changed animal hospitals once. I worked
my first two years in a small animal practice in
Massachusetts, and have spent the remainder of
these years in a small animal practice in my home
state of New Jersey. Despite all of my education
and experience with all types of animals, I am
approaching a hard-to-believe first in May 2006:
the first birthday of the first puppy I’ve ever raised
and trained! What a fun experience—I can’t
believe it took me this long!”
Judi Binderman, our class webmaster, is a
computer guru in her professional life as well. She
started working for Siemens Medical Solutions
in July 2005 as a physician consultant for hospitals that use Siemens software for computerized
physician order entry. Judi helps the physicians in
the hospital learn to use the system, works with
builders to build order sets, and helps the nursing
staff understand how they can use the system to
take care of patients. She also works with a third
party vendor (through Siemens) to help hospitals
use the latest research and evidence to offer the
“best practices” when taking care of patients with
a variety of diagnoses. She still loves living in
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Phoenix and closed on a home of her own in May.
“I will finally be out of apartment-land, which I’ve
lived in since grad school! It’s about time!”
By day, Richard Haberek works in housekeeping for St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in Utica, NY,
and runs his own business (Dick’s Office Cleaning) on the side. He’d rather be traveling, though,
having recently enjoyed a trip to Spain and Portugal with dreams of future trips to Scandinavia
or Australia in the future. Proud mama Elanor
Brand announces that on February 16, 2006 she,
husband David Levine, and daughter Samantha,
7, left for Seoul, South Korea. The family returned
on February 25 with their new son, Brian Lewis
JinHo Levine, who was born on August 13, 2005.
They had a wonderful trip and are enjoying
being a family of four. Leaving the rat race for the
mommy track is Randi Miloro Warshall, proud
parent of four children, ages 13, 12, 11, and 6.
“Being the president of the PTA is a far cry from
a union organizer, which I was prior to having my
children. I traded picket lines and contract negotiations for car pools and sporting events! I can’t
say if it is better or worse; it just is what it is!”
By the time you read this, our 25th Reunion
will be less than two years away. Plans are under
way to make this a very special event for all of
us. Send us your input and suggestions along
with your news! ❖ Dinah Lawrence Godwin,
Dinah.godwin@earthlink.net, and David Pattison, dpattison@earthlink.net.



Mark Salzberg completed his
quest to visit all 30 NHL arenas.
He began in December 2003
and during that first season was
able to hit 13—mostly on the west side of the
continent, since he lives in Los Angeles. Plans
were foiled during the 2004 non-season. Undeterred, Mark went forward this season and was
able to finish during the last week of regular play.
Mark’s adventure got him to some amazing
cities in the US and Canada (including Vancouver, D.C., Chicago, Toronto, Minneapolis, Montreal, and New York) and made it possible for
him to catch up with various classmates. Wayne
Darragh went to a Boston Bruins game, Jimmy
Eicholzer drove from Syracuse to Buffalo for the
Sabres and Niagara Falls; and Carol Leister flew
to Nashville for the Predators, the Country
Music Hall of Fame, and the Grand Ole Opry.
Carol also went to Atlanta for the Thrashers,
CNN, and all the Coca Cola products they could
drink at the Coke Museum. Karin Bernt
Colquitt ’85 kept close tabs on each game,
always offering encouragement. While each team
offered awesome hockey, one fact remains: “Big
Red Hockey rules.”
Kevin O’Meara is responsible for all factory
distribution of Whirlpool products in North
America. Kevin says, “It has been a heck of a ride
as the first thing I became involved in was the
acquisition of Maytag!” Besides working for
Whirlpool, Kevin teaches MBA courses at a local
college in Wisconsin and like many of us, watches
his son’s athletic events. Downtime is best spent
sitting by a lake in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, looking at a clear sky and reading a good
book. Kevin best remembers the great walking in
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and around Cornell. Dan Elias has created a website called Zunafish.com that allows users to trade
away the books, CDs, DVDs and other media
items they no longer want to own. The start-up
was the lead story in the New York Times “Circuits”
section in mid-April. Dan has kept his day job—
he’s a television news anchor and reporter at the
NBC station serving Western Massachusetts.
East Coast. Anita Riddle Schmidt lives in
Fairfax, VA, with husband Steven and daughters
Sierra and Christine. Anita manages procurement of maintenance labor and other resources
for ExxonMobil’s manufacturing facilities and
travels frequently to Brussels, Tokyo, and Singapore. National parks and family visits to Illinois
and Arizona occupy much of Anita’s free time.
Her fondest Cornell memory is traveling with the
volleyball team and winning! Lisa Sotto is head
of the privacy and information management
practice and a partner in the New York office of
Hunton & Williams. Lisa has been appointed acting chair of the US Dept. of Homeland Security’s
Data Privacy and Integrity Advisory Committee.
Lisa and husband Bruce Saber live in NYC.
Joe D’Abbracci is the Director of Human
Resources for Lockheed Martin Systems Integration in Oswego, NY. Joe would like to hear from
Jon Fisse, for whom we do not have an address
either. Joe can be reached at joseph.d’abbracci@
Imco.com. Judy Fried Siegel is a urologist specializing in neuromodulation of voiding dysfunction in women and children. Judy and husband
Jon have been camping and kayaking in rural
Mexico with their three children. Judy most
remembers the freedom from obligations while at
Cornell and would like to hear from Don Habibi,
PhD ’85, Lauren Friedman ’85, Larry Stanger
’83, Linda Baldwin ’85, Liz Benson Truman, and
Meiling Lee. That sounds like a reunion in the
making! Judy, Meiling Lee-Kravarik is still in the
Edison, NJ, area and owns M3 Realty.
Cheryl Hoffman Yanuck and husband Sam
’82 are in Chapel Hill, NC, where Cheryl is a psychiatrist. Singing is a major activity for Cheryl, as
she helped with a school musical and sings with
a choir. The Yanucks have been busy with their
daughter’s bat mitzvah and their son’s athletic
endeavors. Cheryl would like to hear from Lynne
Jenkins McGivern in Hawaii. Please e-mail Cheryl
at chy@nc.rr.com. Christine Kwiatkowski Faber
and husband Mark ’81 live in Randolph, NJ. Anne
Gumkowski Pierce loves life in South Florida with
husband Glenn and sons Benjamin and Graham.
Anne is an independent consultant specializing
in visioning, strategy, development, executive
relationship building, and change management,
working with a large industrial client. Glenn
started a new company two years ago, Pacific
Charter School Development, which makes a difference in the education of many young children
living in challenging urban environments. Anne’s
Cornell memories include time with friends
from Delta Gamma and the gymnastics team.
Christopher Lindsay is establishing a consulting business in the areas of school consultation and related labor relations/human resources/
workers’ compensation. Chris is also developing
as a newspaper and magazine feature writer on
a variety of topics. The Lindsay family lives in

Niskayuna, NY, where Chris is a parent representative for families with special needs children, and
a member of the school district facilities and
safety committees and the Clan Lindsay of America Association. If given a choice, Christopher
would rather be sailing around the world with his
wife Nancy and children. Christopher and Nancy
would like to hear from Kristine and John Bradley
’82, MBA ’83, who they lost touch with after John
took a VP of human resources position in London
with Morgan a few years ago. You can reach the
Lindsay family at lindsays6@earthlink.net.
Marcy Dubroff is associate director of college communications at Franklin & Marshall
College. Marcy still spends time as a freelance
photographer and a Democratic committeeperson for Lancaster County and helping plan a
Cornell Daily Sun photographer reunion in NYC.
Marcy recently mounted her first group photo
exhibit, “Documenting ‘Eyes Wide Open’: Eight
Photographers,” and will have another, “The
Selective Eye,” at F&M this autumn. Marcy most
remembers the chimes wafting over the campus.
Linda Zell Randall is at home with “my three
sons,” as she puts it, and sings with the Naples
Philharmonic Center Chorale and Chamber
Choir. Linda would like to hear from Sharon Toll
Rubinson and Allison Grove Gulbrandsen.
Family at Cornell. Tom Post has been having
fun traveling from Michigan to visit his daughter
Katie ’09, who has finished her freshman year at
Cornell. Tom also attended a lightweight crew
race with his dad, Robert Post ’50, where he saw
Greg Miller, John Skawski ’83, BS Ag ’85, and
Tom Felderman ’82. He wants to send a loud
hello to members of the Cornell PhiWire (you
know who you are!). Rob Goldwasser’s son Matt
was accepted to the Environmental Engineering
program in CALS, after spending two summers
at the Cornell Summer College Program. Rob
and wife Jenni (Katz) ’85 also have a new high
schooler, Jake, and a daughter Betsey in the fifth
grade. Rob and Jenni spend time in the Berkshire Mountains with the family, doing lots of
outdoor stuff, especially kayaking. Rob remembers great times at the DKE house. ❖ Lindsay
Liotta Forness, fornesszone@aol.com; Karla
Sievers McManus, Klorax@comcast.net. Class
website, http://classof1984.alumni.cornell.edu.



Hello, fellow 1985 grads! Seems
the more I drive around in
Florida, the more CORNELL
stickers I see on the back of cars. I
always try to get close enough to see if I may, by
some odd coincidence, actually recognize this
person. More often than not, though, I suspect
that it is for the driver’s son or daughter, and so
. . . I speed up and cut them off so they can see
MY Cornell sticker. That’s the way we drive here
in South Florida. Well, we do live on the edge,
knowing that hurricane season started June 1.
Several past roomies of mine, Cindy Cowan
Bowman, Maryellen Fisher Magee, Karen Magri
Dadd, and Jill Beckenstein Lerner, got together in
North Carolina for a mini-reunion. Visiting several wineries and reconnecting, hopefully not talking too badly about the other seven or so of us
who did not make the trip. Cindy and Maryellen
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are neighbors in Charlotte, NC, Karen lives in
Cary, NC, and Jill traveled the farthest from
Massachusetts. All in all, I heard that it was a
great long weekend.
I, however, was trying to recoup finances
after getting married on April 22 in Islamorada
in the Florida Keys. The small islands off the
peninsula of Florida were inundated with my
husband Michael Cornett’s relatives, and Leslie
Nydick joined in the pre- and post-wedding festivities, representing Cornell admirably! My husband and his FSU and UF buddies enjoyed a
bachelor party, fishing on the high seas, and my
bridesmaids and I hit the Spa at the Hard Rock
Café for a day of pampering.
The wedding was set right on the bay on a
beautiful but hot Florida day, and my 5-year-old
son Daniel was our ring bearer. Guests dined,
drank, and then danced to Buffet, Springsteen, the
Stones, and the Eurythmics for a totally ’80s kind
of day! We honeymooned there in Islamorada,
enjoying kayaking, snorkeling, and sailing. Relaxing in the water on the sandbar and sampling the
Keys‚ fresh fish, and Key Lime Pie give us reasons
to return. It’s a great place to vacation—even
more beautiful to get married in!
I have started a new job—still as a director
of culinary services, but in a different retirement
community. My husband works for the local news
station, WPLG, an ABC affiliate in Miami. I enjoy
constant ribbing about the lack of a football team
at Cornell, but I get to cheer on the Seminoles
and actually see a team I cheer for WIN!
I am not the only newlywed! Jen Sidell Cornelssen Ellis e-mails that she is not only a fairly
recent newlywed, but she and husband Bob ’82
also have new baby Jack—a potential fifth-generation Cornellian! Jen’s grandfather and greatgrandfather attended Cornell, and Bob’s parents,
three uncles, cousins, brother, and sister are all
Cornell grads. Sounds like little Jack is a shoe-in.
Mark Sheraden, MBA/ME ’92, took his 11year-old daughter on Spring Break. No, not to
Ft. Lauderdale, but to Tokyo, Kamakura, and
Kyoto, Japan! Mark enjoyed the sights, but more
so the quality time with his girl! On a more serious note, Mark’s younger daughter suffers from
juvenile arthritis. This is more common than we
think and there are others in our class suffering
as well. Please keep Mark’s daughter, and all, in
your prayers. John and Jill Castleman Bickers
wrote they are looking forward to John’s retirement from the Army. (Thank you, John.) John
will become an assistant professor at Chase College of Law at Northern Kentucky U. John writes
that this retirement is a “joint accomplishment,
as nobody makes it through two decades in the
Army without help.”
News Forms brought interesting responses.
Scott Kurkela writes that he is an arborist representative/sales manager. Though Scott misses the
late nights in the libraries, his “after-hours” time
is well spent now with family. “Raising family and
enjoying quality time with children in all seasons” is what he wants to do. Scott would like to
hear from Richard Yeager and can be reached at
SKURKELA@optonline.net. John Halporn (john.
halporn@gmail.com) is an internal medicine
physician at Emerson Hospital in Concord, MA.

Though he misses the simplicity of life at Cornell,
he is loving life with wife Sarah Davis and playing
with his 2-year-old, Josie. He would prefer to be
sailing his boat rather than the recent “scraping”
of it, but hopefully it will be out on the water again
soon. John would like to hear from Zay Risinger.
Anne Aberbach sends news from Paradise
Valley, AZ. She and husband Steve Lee are realtors for Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage,
as well as parents to Jordan, 10, and Olivia, 7.
Anne and family enjoy traveling and just got back
from Maui, a relaxing vacation on the beach!
Anne writes that she wants to spend as much
time with her kids as possible—they grow up so
quickly. Kenneth Fendick (Kenneth.L.Fendick@
accenture.com) is a consultant in Orlando, FL,
for Accenture. He, like all good Floridians, enjoys
a great round of golf and is into personal training. (Better you than me, Ken!)

Gligor Tashkovich, MBA ’91, was recently
elected to the University Council of the American U. in Bulgaria. Douglas Kurth was activated
by the Navy Reserve to work on Guam military
development issues for the US Pacific Command,
in light of an historic agreement with the government of Japan to relocate 8,000 US Marines from
Okinawa to Guam. Susan Eng from my Balch
Hall days sent an e-mail to say Howdy. So Howdy!
Many of you sent news along with your
class dues renewal, which includes another year’s
subscription to Cornell Alumni Magazine. Again,
a great way to keep in touch. Larry Van De Valk,
MAT ’90, is the director of LEAD New York. He
was recently awarded the SUNY Chancellor’s
Award for Excellence in Professional Service.
Larry would like to hear from Mark Pokorny.
Mark, are you out there? Perhaps somewhere in
the mountains of Wyoming? In July 2006, Marc

is a country lawyer
‘Rob inGoldberg
paradise—Hawaii.
’
D E B R A H OWA R D S T E R N ’ 8 7

Mindy Lee Manley Comstock is married to
Allan, a Texas state trooper. Mindy has been an
ER nurse since 1999. I’m not sure if Mindy or
husband Allan is the retired City of Houston firefighter, but it’s an awesome achievement! Mindy
and Allan are raising children Austin, 11, Hannah,
4-1/2, and Joey, 2-1/2. Michele Holding sent just
the facts, ma’am. She’s an M.D., board certified in
pain medicine and physical medicine and rehab.
She can be reached at doctormichele@bww.com.
Friends, send in your News if you haven’t
done so yet. Let’s keep in touch with each other.
❖ Joyce Zelkowitz Cornett, jmcornett@bell
south.net; and Leslie Nydick, Lnydick@aol.com.




The class column for this issue
can be found with the Reports
of Reunion Classes, which begin
on page 64.

This column finds me with a rare
daytime moment with only one
child underfoot. I should be able to
actually sit down from start to finish and put together the column. As always, many
people sent Tom and me e-mail news directly—a
good way to get a timely mention in the column.
Keep it up. Our e-mail addresses are below.
Sarah Mendell Gilmour was appointed as
an at-large trustee to the Endowment Committee of the Big Red Band Alumni Association. This
committee makes recommendations concerning
the disbursement and investment of endowment
funds and coordinates long-range fundraising.
Speaking of the Big Red Band, save the date for
the November 11, 2006 football game at Columbia U. Afterwards, the Big Red Band will do its
traditional march down Fifth Avenue (the Sy
Katz ’31 Parade) from St. Patrick’s Cathedral to
the Cornell Club-New York at 6 East 44th Street.

Lacey moved from Nairobi, Kenya, where he had
been covering Africa for the New York Times
since August 2001. His next posting is to Mexico
City, where he will be covering Latin America
and the Caribbean. Marc reports that he still
doesn’t work any harder than he did when he
was editor in chief of the Sun.
Gordon Whiting was honored with the
Young Alumni Achievement Award by the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences and the ALS
Alumni Association. The young alumni award
goes to an alum of the college who is under 40 in
the year of the award, so Gordon will be the last
representative from the Class of ’87! The award
honors alumni who have demonstrated leadership to the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences and also has recognized success in their
professional life. Steven Coutts recently joined
Studley, a leading commercial real estate services
firm specializing in tenant representation. Steven
is a widely recognized real estate industry expert
in operations, research, and information services, and oversees Studley’s national research
operations for the firm’s 19 US offices.
Stephanie Scantlebury-Forsyth and her
husband Terry ’77, MAT ’79, have started a thoroughbred horse farm in Cobleskill, NY. Stephanie
also works as an assistant superintendent in the
New Paltz Central School District. Fred Hedengren is a teacher of math, as well as the hockey
and lacrosse coach at the Pingry School in New
Jersey. Other academicians include Matt Nagler,
an assistant professor of economics at Lehman
College of the City U. of New York. He has two
children ages 5 and 2. Matt sends news from
Brian Giesler, who recently landed a tenure track
professor position at Butler U., where his wife
Kathryn also teaches. Finally, Amit Batabyal is the
Arthur J. Gosnell Professor of Economics at Rochester Inst. of Technology. He recently finished his
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of the grandparents who created them, and this
has become a prized family possession.”
Thanks to all for sending mail—and keep
e-mailing us, too! ❖ Debra Howard Stern,
dstern39@yahoo.com; and Tom S. Tseng, tst2@
cornell.edu.

Slope Day
ROB DESLAURIERS ’87

e

ventually, even extreme athletes settle down. But former professional skier Rob
DesLauriers isn’t quite ready yet.
“Last night, my wife and I got up
at two in the morning and went
to ski the Middle Teton,” he says
from his home in Jackson Hole,
Wyoming. “We’re still very active.”
Alpine sports are in DesLauriers’s blood. His grandfather and
father developed ski resorts,
including the Bolton Valley Ski
Resort near Burlington, Vermont,
where DesLauriers grew up and
which his family still manages.
After graduating from the School
of Hotel Administration, he split
time working at the resort and
starring in ski films. He met his
wife, Kit, now a professional mountaineer and world free-skiing champion,
while on a Siberian expedition sponsored by the North Face clothing and
equipment company.
Drawing from his experiences on
and off the slopes, in 2002 DesLauriers
opened the Teton Mountain Lodge, a
condominium hotel in Jackson Hole.
With a luxury spa, whirlpool baths with
double showerheads, and boot dryers
in each room, it’s aimed at an older,
upscale crowd. “It’s a decadent experience,” says DesLauriers, who is now
planning a second development—the

fourth book, titled Stochastic Models of Decision
Making in Arranged Marriages.
Rev. Vincent Curran is a Catholic priest at
St. Rita Church in Hamden, CT. Sherie Petronis
Vandergast is presently the executive director of
Intervention Associates, a not-for-profit care
management and home care agency. She was
kind enough to provide a brief recap of her life
thus far. “I moved from the country to the city,
then to a smaller big city (Philadelphia). Ten
years later, I moved back to the country, with no
public sewer/septic, no public water, and no
DSL, where the closest supermarket borders a
bison farm.” Shari is looking for her freshman
year roommate. Linda, are you out there? E-mail
Shari at vandergast@hughes.net.
Andrew Karanas is general surgeon at Noble
Hospital in Westfield, MA. Yoyen Aurora Lau is
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smaller, boutique-style Hotel Terra—
nearby. “Our guests want to be pampered. They want to just live it up.”
The hospitality business hasn’t
stopped DesLauriers from pursuing his
other interests, though. “When I was
skiing professionally, I spent most of my
time raising money to get from one trip
to the next and living hand-to-mouth.
Now I spend my time managing and
developing hotels, and I go on vacation to
Antarctica,” he says.“It’s kind of a dream
come true. I’m not saving any money,
but I’m having a really good time.”
— Sam Warren ’07

working full-time as a physician in Alabama and
spends time with her three kids and physician
husband. Lynne Raymond Martin is in the same
industry I am—mommy. In the interesting job
category, Wendy Knight is a travel writer. Rob
Goldberg is a country lawyer in paradise—Hawaii.
Finally, on a sad note I am sorry to report
that Gwenn Giles Hoyt passed away in February
2006. She was living in Maine with her husband
Bob and dog Sadie. Gwenn taught high school
geometry for nine years and also worked at Justice Planning and Management Associates in
Farmingdale, ME, and served as a consultant in
Web design, graphic design, database management, and computer programming. Her husband
wrote that family and family traditions were very
important to her. “Gwenn created a cookbook of
favorite family recipes illustrated with pictures

Greetings once again, ’88ers! So,
have you reached it yet? My fellow correspondent Suzanne and
I have both written about it in
recent columns. Has it happened to you? It has
happened to me. What am I speaking of? Well,
reaching the ripe old age of 40, of course! For me,
the grand event happened back in March. My wife
Ann arranged a surprise dinner party for me at
one of our favorite local restaurants. The event was
attended by several close friends, including Steve
Werblow and his wife Anna (Barnsley) ’90, who
traveled down from their home in Ashland, OR.
Ann and I were only too happy to return the favor
and travel north to Oregon in May when Steve W.
reached the same milestone. Apart from his parents, I was the one there who had known Steve the
longest and it was great fun to be able to relate old
stories to his more recently made friends in Ashland. All-in-all, two very fun parties. Have any of
you had 40th birthday parties with other Cornellians in attendance? Write in and let us know how
you’ve celebrated reaching this new decade of life.
In reviewing some of the news sent in
recently, a fair number of you answered the question, “Who is the old Cornell friend you would
most like to hear from?” I’m going to be sure to
mention as many of these as possible here and
perhaps we may spark some mini-reunions across
the country. For those of you seeking or being
sought, I encourage you to use the online Cornell
Alumni Directory at https://directory.alumni.
cornell.edu/. It is a great resource for finding information that can reconnect you to a classmate.
As usual, while writing this column several
months in advance, I wonder what the season will
be like when you are actually reading it. Summer
is just about to be begin now, but by the time you
are perusing these lines, it will probably have just
slipped away and many may be looking forward
to cooler temperatures. Fortunately, that is not
much of an issue (usually) here in Northern California. One classmate who now knows of what I
speak is Roderick Lavallee. Roderick and Heather,
his wife of ten years, have moved to Walnut Creek
here in the Bay Area with kids Tanner, 6, and
Ethan, 4. He is moving ahead with a creative writing career while being a stay-at-home dad for his
sons, volunteering at his oldest boy’s kindergarten,
and teaching the younger son how to swim. Roderick would most like to hear from Jay Rietz.
Christopher Peterson wrote from Cincinnati in May that he recently returned from a twoand-a-half-year “fantastic” assignment in Geneva,
Switzerland. Christopher is the director of
investor relations for Procter and Gamble. He
would most like to hear from classmates Michael
and Ginny McManama Duffy, MPS ’88. Someone who wrote while getting ready to depart
overseas is Traci Nagle. Traci was burning the
midnight oil and sent an e-mail at 2:00 a.m. the
night before leaving for six weeks in France with
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her husband Sumit and daughter Tara. This fall,
Traci is beginning a graduate program in linguistics at Indiana U. in Bloomington. She says it
is “surely the last thing I would have imagined for
myself when I left Ithaca.” Traci has fond memories of the chimes ringing each afternoon as she
walked (or slid, in winter) down Libe Slope. She
states that Indiana U. has a set of chimes as well,
but they “cannot compare, in sound quality or
in creativity, to those in McGraw Tower.”
From back in the Big Apple, Alison Minton
wrote that she is busy promoting her business,
Maplemint Enterprises, an event planning and
hospitality consulting firm, and building its website, www.maplemint.com. Alison is the quintessential New Yorker, serving on the Museum of
Natural History Committee and Young New Yorkers for the Philharmonic. She would most like to
hear from Chi Kim ’87. Also writing from the
City is Lauren Parker. Lauren is a freelance writer
whose day job is editor of Accessories magazine.
Lauren spends her leisure hours bicycling, painting, and playing piano. She would most like to
hear from classmate Julie Mlawer Fegan. Another
’88er in business for himself is Michael Farley.
Michael is an attorney who earlier this year reopened as a sole practitioner after two years of
being a partner in his former firm. Mike spends
off-hours coaching kids football and skiing. He
would most like to hear from Mark Baughan.
Class officer Larry Goldman sent word from
Denver that life is mostly centered on work and
his daughter Jane. Larry is a director of Six Sigma
Marketing and has almost earned his Six Sigma
Black Belt, disciplines of quality improvement
and methodologies, and works to help leaders in
the field understand simulation and optimization tools. He and his wife recently bought a bike
seat for their daughter and enjoy long rides on
the bike trails of Denver. Larry would most like
to hear from Mark Evans ’87, who lives in
Doylestown, PA, and works as a town planner.
Also in Pennsylvania is Jay Goldman. Jay and his
wife had twins Will and Maggie in December
2005. The parents spend a lot of time gardening
and landscaping and completed a total renovation of an 1870s farmhouse last year.
Another classmate who mentioned gardening (“planting shrubs”) is Joseph Voli. Joseph is
an attending surgeon at New York’s Beth Israel
Medical Center in general and laparoscopic surgery. In addition to his planting, he enjoys swimming, boxing, and chasing after his three kids.
Joseph would most like to hear from Ngoc Thai.
Another medical classmate is Joel Goldberg, an
associate surgeon at Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Massachusetts. Joel and wife Hilary make
their home in Needham, MA, with daughter
Emily. And last but certainly not least, we hear
from Deborah Feldman Friedland, MS ’95, of
Port Washington, NY. Deborah is the director of
hospitality advisory services for the Schonbraun
McCann Group LLP. She and husband Jon are
the proud parents of two boys ages 3 and 6.
Well, that’s the end of the news we have on
hand. Please do write in with news of those 40th
birthday parties and all other life events and
changes. I hope you all enjoyed the summer
months and are looking forward to the cooler

air and varied colors of autumn. As always, until
next time, I wish you peace. ❖ Steve Tomaselli,
st89@cornell.edu; and Suzanne Bors Andrews,
smb68@cornell.edu.



It’s hard to believe summer is
over and school is starting again!
The years keep flying by!
Remember those great fall days
in Ithaca—seems like yesterday, huh?
An e-mail came from the guys of 202 College
Ave.: Adrian Baddar, Yujen Juan, Luis Molina,
Michael Pannunzio, Steve Seidner, and Andrew
Wong. They had their own mini-Cornell reunion
last summer on the Outer Banks of North Carolina. With their families it totaled 12 adults and
11 children ranging from 8-1/2 to 4 months in
two houses right on the beach. They had a great
time reminiscing about Cornell and subjecting
their wives and kids to endless tales of Ithaca, and
even had a late night viewing of Scarface, accompanied by a decent attempt to duplicate their
favorite Hot Truck sandwiches.
Here’s a brief update on each of the reuners:
Adrian Baddar is an orthopedic surgeon in private practice in Newport News, VA. He and wife
Lauren are the parents of Eliza, 2-1/2. Yujen Juan
designs chips for high definition televisions at
ATI Research Inc. He and wife Susan live in
Princeton Junction, NJ, with their children Kevin,
9, and Amanda, 6. Luis Molina is a manager at the
Minneapolis office of GfK Custom Research, an
international market research firm. Luis is married to Ximena and lives in a suburb of Minneapolis. Michael Pannunzio is an orthopedic
surgeon specializing in hand surgery. He relocated from Charlottesville, VA, where he had
been on the U. of Virginia’s Medical School faculty, to Indianapolis, where he joined a private
medical practice. Mike and wife Tracy have children Erica, 6, Alec, 6, and Emily, 1-1/2. Steve Seidner is the chief technologist at the Georgia
Pacific Corp. in Atlanta. Steve and wife Siobhan
have son Alex, 9, and twins Alison and Adam, 6.
Andrew Wong has his own law practice in New
York City in commercial litigation and trusts
and estates. Andrew and wife Lily and 3-year-old
twin daughters Amy and Jill live in Manhattan.
From the Class News Forms, we learned that
Joelle Maher lives in Los Angeles and is VP/GM
planning and operations for Lucky Brand jeans.
She and spouse Darren Hallberg enjoy fixing/
remodeling their home, 4x4 off-roading, and
wine tasting. Ed Clary is a pilot for Southwest
Airlines and lives in Tucson with his wife Martina
and son Kevin, now almost 1. Robert Kim lives
in Phoenix and is a partner in a management
consulting firm. He and wife Dana enjoy hiking,
camping, canoeing, fishing, and real estate investing. Jaime Bloom Weiss is a lawyer at Hogan &
Hartson, specializing in matrimonial law. She is
also an adjunct professor at Cardozo Law School.
She and husband Tom live in Ardsley, NY, with
their two sons David, 8, and Ethan, 6-1/2.
Jodean Robbins Duarte sent us news that
she is an international trade consultant for agriculture and food products doing market studies,
trade missions, and buyer linkages for overseas
exporters. She lives with her husband Josue in

Drexel Hill, PA. Leslie Scheidt Redd is the director of admission and financial aid at the Evergreen School in Shoreline, WA. In her spare time
she enjoys skiing with her husband and her two
boys, ages 8 and 10.
On a personal note, I (Stephanie Bloom
Avidon) have been busy being the PTA president
at my son Matthew, 9, and daughter Nicole, 61/2’s elementary school in Syosset, NY. I just
started my second year. It’s been fun planning all
the activities and events and working with the
over 500 PTA members, school faculty, and
teachers and district administration. Besides the
time I spend at school (which turns out to be a
full-time job), I am working as a marketing/public relations consultant from my home. After
school hours and weekends I spend on the sport
fields or in the gym, going around to soccer, baseball, lacrosse, hockey, basketball, gymnastics—
you name it, the kids are in it and having fun!
That’s all the room we have for this issue.
Please keep sending us news! We try our best to
include everything we receive in a timely manner. E-mail is easiest. Here’s how to reach us. ❖
Stephanie Bloom Avidon, stephanieavidon@
optonline.net; Anne Czaplinski Treadwell, ac98@
cornell.edu; Lauren Hoeflich, laurenhoef lich@
yahoo.com; and Mike McGarry, mmcgarry@
dma-us.com.



Perhaps everything they say
about Gen X’ers isn’t true, as
some of us are endeavoring to
produce future Cornell presidents. Karen Erika Prymak-Oldick reported that
she and husband Bradley Oldick ’91 hope that
their son’s long name may give him a leg up.
Brock Alexander Prymak Oldick turned 1 on
March 18. Karen adds, “The name is long for
such a little guy but we figured if he used his initials (Brock A.P. Oldick) he is destined to be president of Cornell! (Remember the great Frank
H.T. Rhodes!)” Last year, Evan Cooper and his
wife’s plans to attend reunion (no jive—they had
hotel reservations!) were stalled by the arrival of
twin girls Sophie and Evie. With big sister Rachel,
the family had three girls under the age of 2 on
their hands, but Evan reports that they are surviving. Since graduation, he has been working
for GE in Cleveland. Currently, he is a product
manager for advanced materials used in various
industries, including III-V crystal growth, traveling wave tubes, and thermal management.
Nat Wasserstein and wife Melissa (Pittel)
’88 moved to Pierpont, NY, with their children
Clara, 9, and Ben, 6. Nat runs a crisis management company that assists companies in various
stages of financial distress, while Melissa is a biochemical geneticist at Mount Sinai Hospital in
NYC. Karen Snelbecker Stern gave birth to Zoe
Inanna on December 13, 2005. The happy and
healthy girl has a big brother, Oliver, who is 4
and interested in art, aliens, and flowers.
In Atlanta, Lisa R. Riso Lilenfeld welcomed
son Alec on December 1, 2005. He completes a
planned triptych of three children under the age
of 4, she assures us, adding that she is both
extremely tired and extremely happy (!). Sisters
Hannah and Sarah are 2 and 3-1/2, respectively.
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Lisa also spends lots of time with her old Cascadilla Hall roommate Erica Lemcke, who is also
in Atlanta and has two daughters, ages 1 and 4.
Lisa recently got together with Andrea Geisert
Grieco ’91, a Pi Phi roommate who lives in
Atlanta and has a son, 5, and a daughter, 1.
Classmate Roger Wolfe lives in Charlotte
with his wife Karen and their children Virginia
Anne, 6, and Ben August, 1-1/2. Roger reported
that, even at her tender age, his daughter is
already a budding writer, like her namesake. He
is general manager of Carolina, a private golf club
near downtown Charlotte, and hangs out with Jed
Barry ’91. Roger is anticipating a summer reunion
of former Zeta Psi members and their families in
Black Butte, OR. Classmates expected to attend:
Greg Connor, wife Heather Hart, and children
Ben and Ellie; Chris Downey, wife Sylvie, and
children Alexander and Addysen; Scott Everling,
wife Lynne, and children Paige and Kate; Chuck
La Macchia, wife Susan, and children Matthew,
Abby, Sean, and Tyler; Billy Navas, wife Susanne,
and children Jackie and William; Charlie Norwesh, wife Kim, and children Griffin and Michael;
and Sam Shiffman, wife Beth, and children Ben
and Elias. It is the first time the 32 adults and now32 children are reconvening since the last wedding
nearly five years ago. “One of the highlights is a
memorial service for our great friend Eric Kussoy ’89, who passed away in NYC in June 2005.”
Ellen Alence Matheson, who lives in Florida,
visited Connecticut in February with her daughter Gillian, now 1, and had a jolly time with classmate Gillian Lucks Kaeyer and her growing
brood. Gillian and Erik ’89 have a 3-year-old
daughter Megan, and had twins in January, a boy,
Finlay, and a girl, Molly. In January, Ellen took
part in a lacrosse tournament in Ft. Lauderdale,
playing with a team from Baltimore. It was her
first time back on the field for a tournament
since Gillian was born, and the team went undefeated, except for a game against a team with
Cornell alums. In Houston, Matt Scandale continues to remain active with Cornell as a volunteer for Cornell’s Alumni Admissions Ambassador Network. He works as a software developer
and is married with three girls who are active in
soccer, basketball, swimming, and drama. “Especially drama,” he added, with an emoticon smile.
News from the Left (coast): Benjamin
Pavone has moved to San Diego, CA, where he
is a civil lawyer and living “the dream.” Also in
San Diego, Kathy Kirk has finished building her
home after the fires there in 2003. Living on a
small cul-de-sac, she is recommitting her efforts
to www.appliedspirituality.com and hopes to get
back to public speaking by the end of the year.
Susan Miller and husband Jonathan Davis just
moved into a new house in Piedmont, CA, and
have put out the call for any classmates in the
Bay Area to get in touch with her. They have two
boys, Ellington, who turns 4 in August, and 2year-old Murray. She is also arranging an annual
reunion of a group of Cornell women in New
York City, including classmates Nicole Page,
Nicole Beauregard, MBA ’95, Ruth Silman,
Karen Tyler, and Anne Peracca Bijur, plus Jenny
Rosenberg Obel ’91 and Kim Shleman Selzman
’91. ❖ Tamiko Toland, stmoluag@yahoo.com;
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Amy Wang Manning, aw233@cornell.edu; and
Kelly Roberson, kelly-roberson@sbcglobal.net.




The class column for this issue can
be found with the Reports of
Reunion Classes, which begin on
page 64.

It’s hard to believe that a year from
now in this very column we’ll be
writing about the adventures of
our 15th Reunion. Yikes! 15 years!
The babies who were born when we were freshmen are now freshmen themselves. Do you feel
old? To feel young again, start saving the dates of
June 7-10 to trek to Ithaca to relive some of the
good times we had on campus. Not sure you’ll
remember who everyone is? Check out the yearbook . . . and if you never bought a yearbook, it’s
not too late! The Cornellian office has notified us
that they have many extra copies of our yearbook
available, and you can purchase one now until the
supply runs out. E-mail Cornellian@cornell.edu
for more information.
I hope Cornell is reserving lots of dorm
space for our class, as it seems so many of us
have new babies that may be in tow. After all, it’s
never too early to encourage the next generation
to get a Big Red education! Among the parents
who may be packing a crib next June is Patricia
Gernavage Juza, who welcomed son Tomas into
the world on April 21. The Juza family lives in
New York City, and Patricia is Director of Language and Test Preparation Programs at Baruch
College at CUNY. Diane Heith and Stephen
Kline are proud to announce the birth of their
son Owen Adam Kline. Owen was born early
but is doing wonderfully well. According to
Diane, “His parents are quite sleep-deprived, but
loving every minute of it.” They live in NYC
where Diane is an associate professor of government and politics at St. John’s U. and Steve is an
environmental engineer. Umbereen Mustafa
lives in Webster, NY, and is a marketing manager.
“We now have two children (one is 7 months
old), so we spend most of our free time with our
children.” Daughter Jinan Noor was born Sept
30. Siraj, her older brother who is 4, loves playing with her.
Danielle Alsop serves as the executive director of an educational nonprofit corporation in
Alexandria, VA. In her job she has been building
businesses and is preparing for national expansion.
She is also focusing on expanding the Olympic
training facility for Sport Taekwondo. Danielle
fondly remembers spending time at Ruloff ’s.
Tracy Ellen Kamens completed a doctorate in
higher education administration from the U. of
Pennsylvania in 2004 and is now the director,
professional development and special projects at
NYU College of Dentistry. Outside of work, she
is involved in the Society of Wine Educators and
the American Wine Society and is presently
enrolled in the WSET Diploma of Wine & Spirits course. Tracy and her husband have launched
Grand Cru Classes (www.GrandCruClasses.com),
a wine education center on Long Island’s North
Fork, located amidst the wineries. They started
teaching wine classes on the weekends in June.

Gregory Frisoli celebrated a promotion to
senior director at Cushman & Wakefield, a commercial real estate brokerage in Fairfield County,
CT, and Westchester County, NY. In 2005 Westchester Business Council recognized Gregory as
one of Westchester County’s “40 under 40 Rising
Stars.” Way to go! Greg also serves on the Cornell University Real Estate Council and is on the
board of directors for the Building Owners and
Managers Association of Westchester. Nathaniel
Zoneraich, MD ’96, opened Advanced Fertility
Care in Scottsdale and Tempe, AZ. He is the
medical director, specializing in reproductive
endocrinology and infertility.
Brooke Lupton lives in Canandaigua, NY, and
is the sales director for Global Crossing. Outside of
work, she enjoys running, skiing, and taking care
of her two girls MacKenzie, 5, and Kailee, 3.
Brooke recalls lots of fun nights at Ruloff ’s and
would love to hear from Marianne Danko Diamond ’93, MBA ’99, and Kathy Bell. Peter, MD
’97, and Sarah Cho Kim are the proud parents of
two boys. Sarah is an ob/gyn, but is currently
enjoying being a stay-at-home mom. “I’m doing
just what I want to do!” she wrote. Lisa Burton
Radzely is also putting in long hours at home as a
stay-at-home mom for her two children. Lisa
shares her talents as coordinator of a DC-area
group for vegetarian families. She also works with
a group for parents of children with severe food
allergies, and with her synagogue, where she is
strategizing ways to increase attendance. Lisa
admits she wishes she could get more sleep as
“there just aren’t enough hours in the day to get
everything done.”
Lisa Nelson-Rangel lives in Rutherford, NJ,
with her husband David, daughter, 4, and son, 2.
She works as a regional director for AccountPros,
and recently opened a northern New Jersey office
for them. Lisa oversees the executive search and
financial staffing practices for New York, New
Jersey, Virginia, D.C., Illinois, and Michigan.
Bonnie Wolf Greenwald is an endocrinologist in
Scarsdale, NY. She and her husband Joshua work
hard at taking care of their children. Brian Cantor is a laparoscopic and general surgeon in
North Bethesda, MD.
Patricia Wagner, MS ’95, is a veterinarian
and lives in the Bronx. She and her husband
Bradley Corsello enjoy wine tasting, bicycling,
gardening, and traveling. They have recently
enjoyed trips to Ireland, Scotland, and the Caribbean. Jill Mastoloni Furno is a portfolio manager for a multistrategy fund. She and her husband Erik ’86, BArch ’87, are renovating their
1890 house in Greenwich, CT. Linda Richichi
Stahl is a partner in a law firm specializing in
commercial litigation in Dallas. She still tries to
run regularly and enjoys traveling.
My husband David Toth has moved his
endocrinology practice to a physician-owned
group located a half-mile from our house near
Milwaukee, WI. In his free time, our 4-year-old
son Brayden keeps him busy, and David got the
privilege of coaching his first T-ball team this
summer. As a family we have done some traveling this past year, visiting Cornell friends, touring the Caribbean, and trekking back East. I stay
home with our son and keep busy with volunteer
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work, including the Cornell Club of Wisconsin.
I try to keep up with hobbies of gardening and
photography, but anyone with kids can probably
guess just how involved I am!
Keep us posted on your latest achievements,
what you look forward to at reunion, and whatever else is on your mind. ❖ Renee Hunter
Toth, rah24@cornell.edu; Debbie Feinstein,
debbie_feinstein@yahoo.com; and Wilma Ann
Anderson, info@WilPowerEnterprises.com.



Hello, everyone. Hope you all
enjoyed the summer! The news
mailbox brought just two pieces
of news this month. Jason Hitner
wrote in to say that he is now a solo pediatrician
in a private practice on Long Island, and Anthony
Elia married Melanie Lefkowitz ’95 on October 1,
2005. Anthony is an associate at the law offices of
David J. Sutton in Garden City, NY, and Melanie is
an assistant city editor at Newsday. Since my mailbox was almost bare, I sent out an e-mail looking
(OK, begging) for news. Thanks to everyone who
responded to my plea! Remember that you can
always send us an update through the alumni website at http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/classes.htm.
Ed Gildar wrote that having taken Intro to
Asian Studies as an afterthought elective, he has
now recently moved to Hong Kong to work for
Asian Fixed Income Securities for Citigroup and
has been able to spend some time traveling
through Asia. He noted that there are many Cornell grads in Hong Kong and was at a recent
alumni event with about 40 of them. Jennifer
Maya Iwata wrote,“As of last June, I have returned
to working in the field of HIV/AIDS as the executive director of SMART Inc., a women’s health
organization that provides treatment and prevention education and support to women and adolescents living with/affected by HIV/AIDS.” You can
check out her website at www.smartuniversity.org.
Jennifer Keiser Babb was inspired by reading the
news of Pankaj Talwar’s wedding to write in with
an update. She says, “I am currently working parttime as a Web developer and full-time as a mom.
I have a 4-year-old son and my daughter will be 2
in May. My husband Charlie and I live in lovely
Bend, OR. Charlie is a Bend native and we moved
here four years ago to take advantage of the grandparents’ offers to help with the children. He’s been
teaching me to live the Bend lifestyle—so far I’ve
summited four mountains!” Seth Kestenbaum
recently started his own business—Altitude Realty
Group—and continues to live in Manhattan.
The e-mails also brought in lots of new baby
news! Peter Hedlund, MRP ’00, wrote, “My wife
Maile and I had twins, a boy and a girl, last
December. Between the twins and improvement
projects for our home in Arlington, MA, we have
our hands full—literally! We saw Will Gluck and
Trista Gladden and their two daughters in the
Catskills back in April, and reminisced about
good times on the Hill.” Matt Gerstein wrote to
let us know that he and his wife Laurie had their
first child, Emily Rachel, on March 17, 2006.
They are now living in North Wales, PA.
Per Jacobson wrote,“Betsy (Wilson),Nathan,
and I recently moved to Chicago. Shortly thereafter we were joined by a new baby girl, Evelyn

Dagny.” Betsy is building a sentencing advocacy
practice, working primarily on death penalty cases,
and Per is working for Leo Burnett Co. “We’re all
enjoying living right off the lake.” Rick and Jessica
Silber Jentis ’94 welcomed Jonathan Fletcher Jentis on March 21, 2006. He joins older brothers
Eitan, 3, and Gabriel, 5. Rick is now the director of
marketing for infant nutrition at Gerber Products
Co. Rick also let me know that his former housemate Bryon Colby and his wife Dina welcomed
son Tyler in October 2005. Lauren Bailyn Sapira,
MBA ’94, and husband Valdi welcomed daughter Samantha Lee on April 13, 2006. She joins

mansion in Tarrytown, NY. Courtenay, a graduate of the U. of Michigan Law School, is an assistant deputy public defender. Jeffrey, who was a
Marshall Scholar at Oxford, is a war correspondent for the New York Times, filing reports from
Iraq since 2003. He has also served as a commentator for various television networks, including CNN. Also last October, Eric Berniker wed
Jennifer Meerow at the Dellwood Country Club
in New City, NY. Armed with an MBA from Harvard, Eric is the director of marketing for
Glacéau, the folks who make the ubiquitous and
tasty Vitamin Water.

Kamens and her husband have
‘Tracy
launched Grand Cru Classes, a wine
education center on Long Island.
’
RENEE HUNTER TOTH ’92

older brother Josh, who turned 3 in August. Lauren and Valdi are still living in Hoboken.
Just a few days later, on April 18, Beth Fisch
Cohen and husband Ron welcomed their first
child, Julia Dina. Matt Kelman, JD ’97, and his
wife Karen welcomed their second child, Ryan
Joseph, on May 30. Ryan joins big sister Caroline, who just turned 3. Matt is currently
employed as senior counsel, business and legal
affairs for Spike TV. Just prior to Ryan’s arrival,
the Kelmans spent a few days in Disney World
with Mitch Goldberg and his family.
In late breaking news (well, for me anyway,
since I am writing this in June), Loren Rosenzweig-Feingold and her husband Jeff welcomed
Kenneth Tyler Feingold on June 17, and Meg
Morrissey Heinicke and her husband Malcom
welcomed Alexander on June 23, who joins 2year-old big sister Charlotte. Meg is living in San
Francisco and works as an appraiser and auction
manager for WineBid.com Inc. Congratulations
on all the new arrivals! I can see that the Class of
2028 will be well stocked!
Finally, we have a public service announcement: Never bought a yearbook? Want to look
up your old friends and recount memories? The
Cornellian office has notified us that they have
many extra copies of our yearbook, and you can
purchase one now until the supply runs out. Email Cornellian@cornell.edu for more information. Until next time! ❖ Yael Berkowitz Rosenberg, ygb1@cornell.edu; Erica Fishlin Fox,
ericazzz@aol.com.



As I write this column after a
spring deluge, I’m cursing my
June deadline: I often end up
missing out on covering all
those summer nuptials. Nevertheless, I do have
some old good news from last fall, courtesy of
the New York Times: Courtenay Morris and Jeffrey Gettleman, who met at our alma mater,
were married in Hoboken, NJ, in October 2005.
The festivities continued at Lyndhurst, a historic

An update from the Boston area: Patrick
Herguth is married to Sunny and is the father of
two boys, 2-year-old Aidan and 1-year-old
Logan. “I am working at Planar Systems as the
VP and GM of the medical business unit, where
we manufacture and sell high resolution LCD
panels into the medical market to display radiology images (X-ray, CT, MRI, ultrasound, etc).
Prior to that I spent almost six years at GE
Healthcare. In May 2004, I earned my MBA
from Kellogg School of Management through
their executive program.”
Congratulations to Praveena Nallainathan,
who earned her JD from Rutgers School of Law
in May. She’s a business immigration lawyer at
Proskauer Rose in New Jersey. Kudos to Laurie
Taylor McKernan, a newly minted Harvard PhD;
the news comes from Liza Brown Somilleda, who
described a New Year’s Eve reunion that included
herself, Laurie, and a group of U-Hall 4 alums who
also lived at 407 College Avenue: Sandip and Carly
Powell Tarafdar, Jane Gorayeb Kiernan, and
Kathy Burdette Shields. “After traveling from Los
Angeles, New Jersey, Boston, and Cincinnati to the
Tarafdars’ home in Virginia, we learned that we
certainly don’t party like we did back in ’94! The
whole group—inclusive of the four kids under
the age of 4—was fast asleep before 1 a.m. In fact,
several of us were begging to go to bed before
the ball dropped! Ah, how times have changed.”
Times are changing for many alums as the
stork lands yet again. Dave Martin and wife Kay
checked in from Mexico City, where their first
child, Sarah Corinne, was born on June 3. Dave
is managing a power plant project for General
Electric, living south of the border until early
2007. Last October, Kim McKenzie Bendus, a
resident of Pleasantville, NY, became the proud
parent of Owen David. She added that Karen
Bierman Hirsh has two children, and that Mike
Stroud ’95 is the father of a little girl.
Matthew Hiltzik reported the birth of a second daughter, Molly Kate, little sister to Ella Joy.
Matthew is the president/CEO of New York-based
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Food for Thought
JESSICA ROLPH ’97, MBA ’04

f

or parents who prefer to
avoid jars of processed baby
food but don’t have the time
to prepare the homemade
alternative, Jessica Rolph offers a
third option. This year, Rolph cofounded a company called HappyBaby that offers frozen trays of
organic baby food, so parents can
simply defrost meal-sized cubes of
pureed butternut squash, green
beans, or even a baby-friendly version of Indian lentil dhal. “It’s as
close to homemade as possible,”
says Rolph, who claims that freezing preserves nutrients lost during
the heat-processing of commercial
baby food. Now distributed in
the New York area, HappyBaby is
poised to go national in September. The
goal, says Rolph, is to “start changing the
way that Americans are feeding their
babies. We’re serving them the freshest,
most nutritious foods possible.”
Rolph graduated with a degree in
anthropology, worked briefly for the Federal Trade Commission, then moved to
San Francisco, where she was a political
consultant for the nonprofit Business for
Social Responsibility.“I became passionate about learning about businesses that
were doing socially responsible work,” she
says. She came back to the Hill after winning the Park Leadership Fellowship—a
full-tuition ticket to the Johnson School.
Armed with her MBA, she went to work
in the national purchasing department of
Whole Foods in Austin, Texas. Her food
industry background led her to entrepreneur Shazi Visram, who was trying to
start an organic baby food company.

Freud Communications, a strategic communications firm. Chris and Carol Rim Hanscom have
a second daughter, Stella, little sister to Alice. The
couple had plans to leave L.A. for the Northeast,
where Chris will do a post-doc at Harvard before
heading up to Dartmouth College for a teaching
position next year. Nico Marcellino ’95 and Liz
Gonzalez-Marcellino welcomed baby boy Alfredo on February 17. Writes Liz, “It was an easy
labor—three pushes, no epidural.” Big sister
Isabella is 3. The family lives in Manhattan.
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And now, some inspiration for those who
sometimes feel as if their creative endeavors are
destined for obscurity: About eight years ago, I
sent a short story to Epoch, the literary magazine
of Cornell’s graduate creative writing program.
It was rejected. I moved on. But little did I know
that Elizabeth Merrick, MFA ’00, had taken
notice. Years later, long after I’d earned an MFA
in creative writing from New York U., Elizabeth
tracked me down. When she became the editor
of the Random House fiction anthology This is
Not Chick Lit: Original Stories by America’s Best
Women Writers, she kindly asked if I had anything to submit. I did! The happy result: look
out for us on the shelves of your local bookstore.
Speaking of important books, if you never
bought a yearbook, here’s another chance. The
Cornellian office has informed us that they have
extra copies for sale. E-mail Cornellian@cornell.
edu for information. ❖ Dika Lam, dikaweb@
yahoo.com; Jennifer Rabin Marchant, Jennifer.
marchant@kraft.com; Dineen Pashoukos Wasylik, dmp5@cornell.edu.



“There was an immediate connection,”
Rolph says.“She ended up turning down
some venture capital funding and inviting me to be her partner.”
In keeping with their commitment
to social change, Rolph and Visram work
with a nonprofit organization called
Project Peanut Butter, which is battling
childhood malnutrition in the impoverished African state of Malawi by distributing a nutritious peanut butter paste.
HappyBaby sends a portion of their proceeds to support the group, founded by
St. Louis pediatrician Mark Manary. “It’s
a small organization, just like us, that’s
trying to make an impact from the
ground level,” Rolph says. “That’s the
whole point—we want to give babies the
best nutrition possible, and then be able
to give back to an organization like Project Peanut Butter. That’s what gets us up
every morning and gets us excited.”
— Sam Warren ’07

According to fellow New Yorker Mara Leff
Wood, Ali Kleger-Ramsey is a mother of two, a
boy and a girl. Last December, Heather Annesley Hoyt, JD ’97, and husband Garth ’93, JD ’97,
became the proud parents of a third son, Benjamin. His siblings are Eric, 5, and Zachary, 2.
Writes Heather, a labor and employment attorney with Pepper Hamilton, “We live in suburban
Philadelphia and are just a little bit busy these
days, now that we’re outnumbered by our
extremely energetic boys!”

As I write this month’s column,
my friends from the Class of 1996
have just returned from their 10th
Reunion. Can it be that a year has
already passed since ours? As always, our classmates have been using the time productively,
keeping busy with weddings, babies, career
achievements, and more.
Alon Barzilay, VP of development and partner at the Klein Company, was recently honored
by the Philadelphia Business Journal as a recipient
of the publication’s “40 Under 40” Award, which
recognizes 40 individuals under 40 years of age
who are leaders in their professional fields and
communities. The awards were presented at a ceremony on May 2, and Alon, along with the other
recipients, was featured in a special section of the
Journal on April 7, 2006. Another Philadelphian
classmate has been making a name for himself
as well, this time in sports marketing. Tim
McDermott is the senior director of marketing
for the Philadelphia Eagles and has spearheaded
such recent campaigns as “One Team, One City,
One Dream” and “Tackling Breast Cancer.” After
graduation, Tim interned with the Jacksonville
Jaguars, after which he took a position as assistant
director of marketing for the San Diego Chargers.
He has been with the Eagles since March 2004.
In Washington, DC, Jennifer Keene (keene.
jennifer@gmail.com) is also pursuing a sports
career, having joined Octagon (www.octagon.
com) in March as director of athlete marketing.
Most of her time, Jennifer writes, is dedicated to
marketing NBA clients, but she says she also
spends some time doing marketing for Octagon’s
clients in other sports. As if this wasn’t enough
excitement, Jennifer took almost a month off
between this job and her last, part of which was
spent in Jamaica. Actually living in more exotic
places, Jake Karam, MBA ’00, is currently “between Malta and Cyprus . . . and will hopefully
settle in Cyprus for the next year.” He’s working
on an Internet gaming business, which he says is
growing nicely. It’s a world away from his native
home of Canada and adopted home of NYC, but
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outside of missing the crew of mostly former
Cornell hockey players, he says that all is well.
In baby news, New York resident Howie
Kubel reports the birth of his second son, Evan
Zachary, on March 21. Just a couple of weeks
later, on April 4, Daniel Brachfeld and his wife
Deborah had their first baby, also a son, named
Rome Stefan. Also welcoming baby number one
were Jessica Knoble and Jim Gray, the proud
parents of Sadie Elizabeth Gray, born in December 2005.
In Arlington, MA, the family of Dana Buske
and husband Michael Schneider is growing
quickly—as are their twins Benjamin and Clara,
born February 20. Dana works for an environmental engineering firm outside of Boston. Looking back, Amy Kaplan Rosenow (rosenow_amy@
hotmail.com) writes that 2005 was an exciting
year for her and husband Joshua: “I was sorry to
have missed our 10th Reunion, but I did have a
good excuse as my daughter Ava was born two
weeks later.” Amy also changed jobs in October
and is now the COO of Sheffield Asset Management, a hedge fund in Chicago.
Of course, before the babies come the weddings—and there are still plenty of those on
which to report! On August 20, 2005, Nicole Paccione, DVM ’99, married Thomas Gerbe in Long
Island’s wine country. Marlene Schaefler, DVM
’99 (an associate at New Canaan Animal Hospital in Connecticut) and Michelle Egli, DVM ’99,
were bridesmaids. Also in attendance were Russ
Levitan, Chris and Sarah Margolin Jacobson
(who welcomed their first child, Samuel Robert,
on December 27, 2005), Ralph Ciotti, Christian
and Brie Perigard Gervin (who have three children: Leah, Alexander, and Matthew), Jeff
Anbinder ’94, and Kate Donis ’93, DVM ’97.
Nicole and Tom honeymooned in Hawaii for
two weeks before she returned to working in a
private small animal practice in St. James, NY.
Last November marked the wedding of Nell
Maloney to Manish Surendra Patel in New York.
A Catholic ceremony in Brooklyn was followed
by a Hindu one in New Rochelle. Both newlyweds are chief residents at Sentara Norfolk General Hospital in Norfolk, VA, she in general surgery and he in internal medicine. Nell received
her medical degree from SUNY Stony Brook.
Lastly, an important save-the-date on a tribute to one of our classmates who, sadly, is no
longer with us. Sarah Jensen, Amy Melnikoff
Rosenberg, and Samantha Shaber ’94 have
reestablished a memorial award with the Cornell
Public Service Center in honor of classmate Maribel Garcia, who was killed in a tragic accident a
couple of years after graduation. The Maribel
Garcia Community Spirit Award for Remarkable
Contributions to the Spirit of Humanity will be
given each year to a Cornell student who has
made a remarkably insightful, selfless, and/or creative contribution to their community and, thus,
to the community of human beings at-large. To
donate or find out about the award, go to http://
www.psc.cornell.edu/resources/recognition/
maribel-garcia-award/default.html. A concert on
the Cornell campus is being planned for the end
of September to promote the fund; details are
posted on the fund’s Web page. ❖ Alison Torrillo

French, amt7@cornell.edu; Abra Benson, amb8@
cornell.edu. Class website, http://classof95.alumni.
cornell.edu.




The class column for this issue
can be found with the Reports
of Reunion Classes, which
begin on page 64.

Have you recently tied the knot
or welcomed a new bundle of joy
into your life? Often classmates
let us know about engagements or
pregnancies, but the magazine’s policy is to wait
until these events come to pass—mainly to prevent
duplication of news—and only publish wedding
and birth news. Sarah and I try to be diligent about
following up with classmates who’ve advised us
about engagements and pregnancies to obtain the
details on the births and weddings, but we encourage you to resubmit your good news once the dust
has settled after you’re back from the honeymoon
or an expert diaper-changer. That will help ensure your important information appears here
for other classmates to see! Speaking of which,
Amanda Martabano and Adam House were married on August 27, 2005 at Chateau Elan, outside
of Atlanta. Amanda is a large-animal veterinarian
at the U. of Georgia, and Adam is a stockbroker.
School has just started again for some of us,
but I’m writing this in early summer and would
like to share news of recent graduates. Michael
Tunick completed his family practice residency
at Wilson Regional Medical Center in Johnson
City, NY, in June. Michael’s not traveling far to
make his next professional move: in July, he
started a sports medicine fellowship at the same
location. Michael also shared word of Brian
Phillips, MBA ’06’s graduation from the Johnson
Graduate School of Management this past May.
Karen Galinsky, my fellow Class of ’28
floormate, relocated to Hamden, CT, after four
and a half years in New York City. Karen left
Kraft Foods and is now working as a global business/marketing manager at Schick (yes, the razor
company!). Elliott Schneider lives in Irvine, CA,
and works as an industrial designer at Black &
Decker’s hardware and home improvement
group. Elliott, who completed his first triathlon
in October and makes the most of Southern California’s beautiful weather, cites winning the 1997
Formula SAE championship as one of his fondest Cornell memories and continues to look for
a job as a car designer. Elliott has lost touch with
Lou Horvath ’96 and would like to reconnect.
Some new arrival news: Suzann Gallagher
and her husband welcomed son Mattheus in
October 2005. Suzann wrote: “Sadly, Cornell’s
selection of infant wear pales in comparison to the
U. of Illinois and this is undermining my attempts
to sway Matt’s educational future.” Suzann and
family planned a move to Italy this summer to
follow her job as a special agent for NCIS.
With our 10th Reunion approaching in June
’07, it might be a good idea to crack open your
yearbook and refresh your memory on the names
and faces. Didn’t buy a yearbook? The Cornellian
office has notified us that they have many extra
copies of our yearbook, and you can purchase one

now until the supply runs out. E-mail Cornellian@
cornell.edu for more information.
Surprised to find yourself at the end of the
column already? Help us use all the space available to us by sharing an update and letting your
classmates know how you’ve been keeping busy.
Write either of us at the following addresses: ❖
Erica Broennle Nelson, ejb4@cornell.edu; Sarah
Deardorff Carter, sjd5@cornell.edu. Class website, http://classof97.alumni.cornell.edu.



The year supposedly starts in January, but to a lot of us, the year
really begins sometime between
the end of summer and when the
first leaves fall. This is when we started/start new
jobs, move to apartments, entered/enter graduate
programs, and make new friends. According to
that calculation, it is almost the end of the year as
we write this column. Given that, let’s survey what
Class of ’98ers were up to in the past “school” year.
What were our classmates’ favorite pastimes
and activities? As you might have guessed, reading the Class Notes is an obvious one. Anthony
Mato was reading the column in Philadelphia
and thought that he would check in (great
idea!). He just finished his residency in internal
medicine at the U. of Pennsylvania and is currently a fellow in hematology and oncology at
Penn. He will be specializing in leukemia and
bone marrow transplant.
We watched a lot of movies last year as well.
But while most of us were wedged comfortably
in stadium seats, others took a more proactive
role toward films. Jennifer Yen is an attorney in
business litigation who acts in independent films
and theater in her spare time. She recently
argued summary judgment in a prisoners’ rights
case. She says she remembers fondly the gorges
in the summer and Slope Day.
Julie Pactovis Katz and husband Sam are
proud to announce the birth of their son Miles
Israel on February 21. Mom and baby are doing
well. Also in the department of parenthood is
Jason Miller, whose daughter Ava Hailey was
born on August 18, 2005 to him and wife Jessica.
Jason and Jessica are both physicians living in
Houston. When this piece of news was submitted, Jason had just attended the wedding of Byrke
Sestok to Jennifer Raskas in Central Valley, NY.
Many other Cornellians were there too.
Gail D’Alessandro O’Donnell moved to Germany about one and a half years ago and gave
birth to daughter Sofie Katrine on January 9,
2006. Still kicking about far above Cayuga’s waters
is Jeffrey Ellens, who is the assistant dean of Carl
Becker House back at Cornell. After three years
of working for the National Audubon Society in
Connecticut, Eileen Galinski has moved to
Rochester, NY, where she is the assistant director
of development and alumni relations for the Kate
Gleason College of Engineering at RIT. (Eileen
has a huge business card these days!) She would
like to catch up with any alumni in the area
(emg12@cornell.edu). Not moving far, but moving onward to another stage in life is yours truly,
Gregg Herman, who finished business school at
Columbia U. this summer. Gregg will start working at Schering Plough (in addition to laboring
SEPTEMBER / OCTO BER 2006
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over these class columns, of course) in the fall in
NYC, after a tour in the Mediterranean.
Just in case you need a healthy dose of nostalgia to keep you afloat, here goes. Things Francoise Bell remembers most about Cornell are her
friends, the gorges, snow, the lake, GreenStar Coop, great music, and restaurants. Though currently
slightly further away from the aforementioned,
Francoise reports that life is good just as it is. She
recently moved into a new home in Rhinebeck,
NY, and is pursuing an M.Ed. in school leadership
at Teacher’s College. She spends her free time running, knitting, painting, and helping her husband
start a furniture business in New York, Fine Wood
Worker. She would like to hear from old friends
Jon Fahey ’97, Craig Maldonado, and Safi.
That’s the news in the bag for now, but here’s
a note from the Business Manager at the Cornellian: If you never bought a ’98 yearbook, lost it in
the last move, or just want another, the Cornellian
office has extra copies. You can purchase one now
until the supply runs out. E-mail Cornellian@
cornell.edu for more information. Happy fall, and
have a good year. Please continue to send updates
and tidbits to: ❖ Erica Chan, hc31@cornell.edu;
and Gregg Herman, gdh5@cornell.edu.



29-yr-old SWF Seeks One Year
of Her Life Back to Act As Buffer
to Age 30. If I had a CraigsList
posting that stood a chance of
being answered by some higher force, that’s what
it’d be. Ah, kids, we’re almost there . . . that gargantuan round number just sitting there, waiting
for us to take the plunge. The good news is that,
by the time we turn 30, ’99ers have accomplished
more than most do in a lifetime.
I, for one, just got back from two weeks in the
Greek Islands, Athens, and Istanbul. Sitting across
aisle 25 from me on my Alitalia flight to Milan
were Arjun and Erin Wilson Joshi, who were on
their way to Cinque Terre and the French Riviera.
Bellissimo! This doctor/lawyer couple live in the
Glover Park neighborhood of D.C. with dog Yogi.
Jessica Gunter, a Boulder, CO, resident, has done
some traveling of her own. Taking a break from
her life of marketing and skiing, she visited
younger sis Allie Gunter ’02 in South Africa and
Mozambique for a few weeks earlier this year.
Before reaching 30, recent med school grad Eki
Edwards has jetted to Europe, Scandinavia, Asia,
the Caribbean, and South America. She’s ready to
embark on her anesthesiology residency at Mount
Sinai in NYC, and would like to spread the message that “medical school is not malignant and
can be an enjoyable experience!” I wonder if Sari
Weinstein or Mark Prasarn would agree with this
assessment. Sari started her dermatology residency
in Chicago last summer. Mark is a third-year resident at Jackson Memorial Hospital in Miami.
Dreading the big 3-0 can’t be that bad if
you’re, say, Jenna Aronson. While completing a
master’s in wine chemistry at UC Davis, Jenna fell
in love with a South African brandy chemist, got
married, and moved to Cape Town, where she
works for a fruit export company. The impressive
Helen Hwang and her team at Cushman & Wakefield won the “Deal of the Year” award for the sale
of the MetLife building, tallying $1.72 billion. One
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of my favorite ’99 grad stories is that of Mike Puterbaugh. Mike works as a Web developer for
Brides.com, but concedes, “No plans of yet to
write a best-selling roman à clef loosely based on
my experiences there.” One famous Cornellian
who did write of her experiences on the job, Lauren Weisberger, has seen her novel, The Devil
Wears Prada, hit the silver screen. As if a New York
Times bestseller isn’t enough at age 29, Lauren
can now enjoy seeing her characters come to life
in the form of Anne Hathaway and Meryl Streep.
Two fun wedding stories to print. Women’s
empowerment lawyer Emily Bourque and rock
star Matt Burks married last summer on the
shores of the beautiful Sebago Lake, where classmate Natalie Bridgeman sang. Emily came
ashore to the wedding aisle by boat with her family. This fairytale story can only be rivaled by the
wedding of Ashish Vaidya and Jennifer Jolly ’00
in Toronto last year, where, James Grady reports,
bridegroom Ashish rode in on horseback.
Speaking of weddings and things-to-accomplish-before-turning-30, what column is complete
without a New York Times Sunday wedding section? When Natalie Horowitz married Christopher Prokop last June, the Times profiled their
first kiss: a hiking trip along the Appalachian Trail
involving a convenience store stop and “Slim Jim
breath.” Romantic! The sporty couple of Tara
Gutkowski and Eric Schwartz married last October. Tara is manager of community relations for
the National Basketball Association in New York,
while husband Eric is a sales manager for sports
apparel company Majestic Athletic. Josh Tuzman, an Army dentist at the Military Academy
at West Point, met bride Rachel Kreiner at
Columbia U. Dental School. Josh and Rachel, I
hope your kids have perfect smiles. And Gerald
Lundgren writes, “Just in case you missed the
announcement in the NYT Sunday Styles, David
Shaw married Allison Dunloy ’00 after an
eight-year courtship that began in the courtyard
between JAM and the Class of ’18.”
Kelley Prebil, who returned to school for a
second BS in physics, works as a database specialist for Gensler, a prestigious architecture firm
founded by Cornellian Art Gensler ’57. No wedding bells or kids yet (“none planned ever”), but
she cares for one very rambunctious bunny. At
the end of the day, I don’t know if we can negotiate an extra year of our lives on CraigsList (it’s
a great site, but not that great). So grab that
bunny, framed New York Times profile, wine
expertise, and multiple advanced degrees, and
face the big 3-0 boldly. Uncle Ezra would expect
nothing less. ❖ Jess Smith, jessica@fenton.com;
Jennifer Sheldon, jennifer.sheldon@gmail.com;
or Melanie Arzt, snoopymel@gmail.com.



It’s 11:45 pm, and I’m sitting
under really bright fluorescent
lights in the basement of the
Brooklyn Law School library,
writing you this edition of our Class Notes. Oh
yeah, and I’m also studying for the Bar exam. So
before I start, I first have to send out a HUGE
“thank you” to Rebekah Gordon for making this
month so much easier for me by sending all of
this great news! Thanks, Rebekah!

OK, I suppose I shall start with the babies,
of which there are three. When in the world did
we become old enough to be parents?! Nina Lee
Torkelson and her husband Tom brought Lincoln
Lee Torkelson into the world on Dec. 28, 2005.
From the photos Rebekah has seen, Lincoln and
his dad both LOVE to sleep! Also in babyland,
Debbie Matz Prosser and her husband Darren
welcomed Ashley Marie Prosser to their family on
April 9, 2006. Commenting on the darling Ashley,
Rebekah said,“I have seen a lot of baby pictures in
my time, but this little girl is darned cute!” And last
but not least, Andy, MS ’05, and Allison Friedman Osborn are the proud parents of 4-monthold Austin. According to Alli, “He currently enjoys
playing catch, taking walks, facing forward in his
snuggly, rollerblading, and rolling over!”
Rebekah also collected some news while
attending a Cornell young alumni brunch in
NYC. There, Rebekah ran into Alexandra Vinograd and Andrea Wasserman-Marbach. After
graduating from SUNY Stonybrook Medical
School, Alex began her residency in internal medicine and pediatrics at Harvard. In her “spare”
time, Alex takes frequent trips to Peru, where she
founded a medical clinic for street kids. She has
worked to raise $40,000 to keep the clinic open,
and hopes to establish more of them after her
residency. Alex joins classmate Evan Bloom, who
began his residency at Harvard in emergency
medicine last summer. As for our hard-working
reunion co-chair, Andrea will be starting business
school at Columbia this fall. Go, Andrea!
By way of Margaux Neiderbach ’99, Rebekah
heard even MORE news of fellow classmates!
Attorney Azeema Mohaideen planned a huge
benefit in NYC for the SABANY Public Interest
Fellowship. The organization aids law students
who provide legal services for under-served communities in NYC. We also hear that Mario
Roman “has the greatest business card ever!” It’s
a photo of Mario pictured in “yoga position” for
his on-the-side yoga business! By day, Mario is a
textile surface designer in Brooklyn.
And if that wasn’t enough, Rebekah has one
more friend of whom she is very proud, Kristen
Sweeney. After nearly six years at Johnson &
Johnson in New Jersey, Kristen is hitting the road
and moving to Atlanta. She is taking a new job
in process engineering with Clorox. Rebekah is
even more excited about the change, because she
will get to see Kristen while she does her training in California.
Yup! Beautiful Cali. Our bearer of all this
good news, Rebekah Gordon, now lives in the
San Francisco Bay Area. After graduating from
Columbia’s Graduate School of Journalism, she
is now a reporter at the San Mateo County Times,
a daily 35,000-circulation newspaper. She even
gets to work with a Cornell Daily Sun alum,
Nicole Neroulias ’01. Rebekah covers three cities
and everything that goes on in them. She said,
“It’s a great first job out of J-school, but I miss
NYC terribly and will soon be hungry to find
that next job at a bigger paper eastward.” The
East Coast misses you too, Rebekah! Good luck
and we’ll see you when you get back!
Jessica Megill will be finishing up her first
tour in the Foreign Service early next year. Then,
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after a six-month stint in D.C., she will begin her
post as an economic officer in Berlin. Jessica was
so sorry to miss our reunion last year, but did get
to see Hunter Rawlings and a lot of Cornell alums
at a US Consulate reception in Shanghai last fall!
Guess Cornellians really are all over the world!
Finally, the last year has been an exciting
whirlwind for Trent Stellingwerff and his wife
Hilary. Last June, the two were married at a beautiful outdoor wedding overlooking Lake Huron.
Cornellians in attendance included: Meredith
Freimer ’01, Doug Krisch ’99, MRP ’03, Fred
Merwarth, Ryan Raffa, and Zach Woodmansee
’98. Shortly thereafter, Trent defended his PhD at
the U. of Guelph. The happy couple then moved
to Maastricht, Netherlands (only four days after
the defense!), where Trent started a post-doctorate
fellowship in the Dept. of Movement Science, U.
of Maastricht. Hilary has also kept very busy, literally running all over Europe—she competed for
the Canadian team at the Commonwealth Games
in Melbourne, Australia, in the 1,500m event.
Most recently, Trent accepted a job at the Nestle
Research Centre in Lausanne, Switzerland. He will
be working primarily in their PowerBar division
as their coordinator of sports performance and
nutrition research. Hopefully, Trent will be inventing new and improved PowerBars in preparation
for Hilary’s run to the Olympics in 2008. Could
two people be more perfect for each other?
That’s all the news for now. Time for me to
get back to the books! But just because I’m out of
commission for the next few weeks doesn’t mean
you have to be, too! Keep the news coming! We
love hearing from you, and we love writing for
you. ❖ Andrea Chan, amc32@cornell.edu; Christine Jensen Weld, ckj1@cornell.edu.




The class column for this issue can be
found with the Reports of Reunion
Classes, which begin on page 64.

Looking forward to another
summer in the city! I somehow completed my master’s in
industrial-organizational psychology at Columbia U. Now it’s back to work and
maybe back to school again down the road. I
went to California and ran into Eduardo Porto
Carreiro, who is working as the sommelier for a
five-star restaurant. I was able to see the live finale
of Season 5 of “American Idol” with Amanda
Sena ’01 (whose brother Vincent ’04 lives in
Santa Monica). I don’t even watch the show (it
was on opposite “Alias”), but I did see Heather
Locklear, Kathy Griffin, Christina Applegate, Ben
Stiller, and the mighty David Hasselhoff. I also
chatted with Melinda Clarke (Julie Cooper) from
“The O.C.,” who was every bit not like her character. Having a cousin who works for 20th Century Fox has its perks for sure!
Rabbi Stuart Berman sent in news on behalf
of his son Nathaniel Berman, MPA ’03, who
graduated from St. John’s U. School of Law. Currently, Nathaniel is working for the NYS Attorney
General, Labor Bureau. Angela C. Hemauer is the
director of promotions and Consumer Education
for the Wisconsin Potato and Vegetable Growers
Association in Antigo, WI. Angie also makes time

to run marathons, triathlons, and half-ironmans,
and wishes work wasn’t pulling her away from
training for more running/athletic events. Angie
loved Wegmans, teaching at Cornell Fitness Centers, and getting coffee at Collegetown Bagels. She
would love to hear from Alice Green. I recently
saw Angie at a fellow Theta sister’s wedding, where
she mentioned thoughts of moving to Virginia

New York premiere of The Devil Wears Prada. At
the after-party I met fellow Cornellian Lauren
Weisberger ’99, author of the original novel.
After introducing Jeremy Lang ’00 and myself
(as an ’02er), she referred to us (in jest) as
“babies.” So for those of you who are feeling the
pangs of getting old, plenty of others still view
us as (very hip) youngsters.

SWF Seeks One Year of Her Life
‘29-yr-old
Back to Act As Buffer to Age 30.
’
JESS SMITH ’99

sometime soon. Chaz Phillips is now living in
Pacific Grove, CA, and works as a naval submarine
officer. He is a big-time sailor in his spare time.
Chaz writes, “I just finished a three-year tour on
the USS Pasadena, a Los Angeles class attack submarine, moved to Monterey to pursue a master’s
in mechanical engineering at the Naval Postgraduate School, and was awarded the 2005 Submarine
Squadron Seven Shiphandler of the Year Award.”
“I have a lot more to update,” wrote Lauren
Eisenberg. “Rob Krisch and I have moved from
the East Village of New York City to West Los
Angeles, where we just bought a house and a
brand new Prius. I have also left the book world
and Random House for 20th Century Fox.” She
and Rob are both looking forward to their first
snow-free winter in eight years. Seems Lauren’s not
the only one with the L.A. bug. From Julie Lai: “I
just finished my master’s in public health and am
headed west (again!) to Los Angeles.” Julie specializes in epidemiology and biostatistics, and has been
doing a lot of statistical programming for areas
including health, bioterrorism, and military manpower. Lauren Franklin graduated from the NYU
School of Social Work and is working in Brooklyn.
Maori Fujisaki ’03 is living on the Lower East Side
and working for an architecture firm. Kate Bennett wrote, “I’m moving from St. Louis, MO, to
Portland, OR, with my boyfriend. I’m looking for
a job that involves travel and high intensity. Any
Cornellians living in Portland should look me up!”
I love my job as your correspondent because
it gives me the chance to spread the news to all
of you just how fabulously impressive our classmates are. Shamieka Virella Dixon refused to
contribute to poverty statistics in spite of being
born to parents who were both only 13 years old.
She was raised in public housing in the Bronx,
along with her parents, by her grandparents. On
May 20, 2006, Shamieka received her MD from
the Morehouse School of Medicine in Atlanta,
GA. Shamieka will soon be moving with husband Malik ’03, to Washington, DC, where she
will serve her residency at Children’s National
Medical Center. When asked about beating the
odds, she told The Atlanta Voice’s Stan Washington, “It was really important for me to prove that
I could succeed because people didn’t expect me
to. Adolescent health is a passion of mine.”
Through my very cool and generous cousin
at 20th Century Fox, I was able to attend the

Never bought a yearbook? Want to look up
your old friends and recount memories? The
Cornellian office has notified us that they have
many extra copies of our yearbook, and you can
purchase one now until the supply runs out. Email Cornellian@cornell.edu for more information. ❖ Carolyn Deckinger, cmd35@cornell.edu.



Class co-president Nicole Manning provided lots of news for
this column. Thanks to Nicole
for the following. Phil Hart was
just promoted to an associate at JP Morgan
Fleming Asset Management. His former Cornell
roommate Sanjay Pathiyal just left JP Morgan
for a bit of a career change—he was starting at
the U. of Michigan Law School at the end of
August. Andy Goldin also just accepted a new
job as a human resources coordinator at Jet Blue
Airways in their JFK terminal. Abigail Conover
finished her first year of grad school at Georgetown U. During her first year, she worked parttime as a research assistant in the Int’l Labor
Affairs Bureau at the Dept. of Labor. She spent
the summer at Oxford U. taking classes, and
looks forward to starting her thesis.
Nicole also shares that she and co-president
Carl Jones Jr. were taking the Bar exam in late
July and are hoping for good news by the time
the Sept/Oct issue comes out. “Other ’03 Bar takers that I know of off of the top of my head are:
Jaime Wasserstrom, Adam Schneid, Julie Feldman, Lora Gleicher, and Jordan Brooks—all
Cardozo alums like me. Carl is at UGA.” Nicole
says there are many more at other schools—
write us and let us know how it went!
Here’s a heads-up to keep your eyes peeled
for information regarding the renewal of your
class dues, which includes a subscription to Cornell Alumni Magazine. It will be mailed to you
shortly. Paying your dues—and subscribing to the
magazine—is the easiest way to keep in touch
with your classmates and with our alma mater.
Consider the automatic-renewal option and avoid
all those pesky reminders. And don’t forget, you
can join the Cornell Class of 2003 groups on
both Friendster and Facebook. It’s an easy way to
reconnect with lost classmates and get the daily
update on what’s changed since our time on the
Hill! ❖ Samantha Buckingham, swb9@cornell.
edu; Sudha Nandagopal, sn58@cornell.edu.
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Since the Class Notes are all about
reconnecting, I am including an
offer from the current editor of
the Cornellian: Never bought a
yearbook? Want to look up your old friends and
recount memories? The Cornellian office has extra
copies of the 2004 yearbook, and you can purchase one now until the supply runs out. E-mail
Cornellian@cornell.edu for more information!
Now for our updates. As always, please e-mail
me, Vanessa Matsis, your news at vgm3@cornell.
edu. Keisuke Nakagawa writes, “I’ve had a pretty
wild adventure since graduating. I spent nine
months in Bangladesh doing public health
research, focusing on designing a micro health
insurance program for the rural poor. I ended up
learning more about how to ride rickshaws without falling out, eat with your hands without
making a huge mess, and how to not get gypped
by locals. I would have to say that participating
in a midnight rickshaw race in a sketchy alley in
Dhaka would be high on my list of most memorable experiences. (No gambling was involved, just
a few rickshaw fender benders.) Afterwards, I
decided to reflect on my experience by working as
a harvest intern at a winery in Napa Valley called
Joseph Phelps Vineyards. And no, they no longer
jump up and down to crush the grapes . . . I was
very disappointed as well. I am now working at a
healthcare consulting firm in Washington, DC, to
learn more about the domestic healthcare system
before going back to working internationally.”
Any of you who did not have the pleasure of
personally knowing Esther Tang while at Cornell,
will recognize her name from Class of 2004 mailings, since she serves as our class co-president.
Esther has spent the last two years in Texas, learning how to salsa and two-step while hollering at
the Mavericks basketball team. She is spending her
summer in China, and in the fall will be attending graduate school at Oxford U. and returning
to Clinton Global Initiative as a volunteer. If you
are like me, you will be visiting Esther at one of
her international destinations in the next year.
Anne Jones in her own words: “I’m finishing up my second year of osteopathic medical
school at the U. of Medicine and Dentistry of
New Jersey School of Osteopathic Medicine.
Aside from studying and preparing for the
national boards, I’m exploring life in South Jersey and Philadelphia and keeping involved with
the active alumni network of the Cornell Club
of Greater Philadelphia. I so enjoy seeing familiar faces from our time on the Hill and making
new friends. Never have I felt the strength of
Cornell’s bond than in these last two years as an
alumna. Some happy news is that I was just
elected Student Council president here at school.
No doubt, my experiences both in and out of
the classroom prepared me well for the academic
rigors of med school and the nuances of leadership. I’ve also been traveling to the other ‘Hill’—
Capitol Hill—to learn more about healthcare
policy and bridging the gap between healthcare
professionals and policymakers. Of course, I
enjoy meeting up with Cornellians in the area,
and learning about the best party spots in D.C.!
If you’re in the South Jersey/Philly area, feel free
to come by for a visit!”
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Gretchen Schlosser, a VP on our Class
Council, has occupied herself with her love of
medicine. For the past two years, she has been
doing acute stroke research at the UCLA Stroke
Network. While working she has witnessed many
stroke victims reverse on the table with the help
of cutting-edge lytic and mechanical devices. She
also fills the role of the conference coordinator for
the annual UCLA Brain Attack! 2006 Symposium.
When not busy saving people’s lives, she travels to
Hawaii, the Midwest, Hong Kong, Japan, New
York, and soon South Dakota with her 86-yearold grandpa to see their family farm for the first
time. Gretchen would love to hear from her classmates, especially those enduring medical school!
In the fall, she will begin medical school at the U.
of Kentucky in Lexington. She does not have her
Kentucky contact information yet, but you can
reach her at brdiehumm@aol.com.
Sabrina Acloque lives in Boston and works
as a paralegal at Greater Boston Legal Services.
Lately, she has been playing and singing capoeira
songs and learning how to live the life of a
capoeirista. She also promotes and helps produce
Soul Revival, Boston’s monthly nightclub event
for socially conscious Latin House Music Lovers.
Some of the things she misses most about Cornell
are sledding down Libe Slope and taking a class
in the Dominican Republic her senior year with
Prof. Velez. Kuon Lo, when you read this, give
Sabrina a call. She would love to hear from you.
Adil Ahamed was working as an analyst in
equities operations at Goldman Sachs. Living in
New York City, he is always bumping into old
friends from Cornell. However, he is looking forward to an exciting opportunity: a fellowship in
Dushanbe, Tajikistan, as an intern with a microfinance bank, working in microfinance and economic development. He would love for his
friends to keep in touch with him while he is
abroad at aaa26@cornell.edu. That’s all for this
issue. Please continue to send your news. ❖
Vanessa Matsis, vgm3@cornell.edu.



Fall was always my favorite time
of year at Cornell. Looking out
over West Campus, I sometimes
couldn’t believe I attended school
in such a picturesque atmosphere. As the leaves
change here in my new home of Washington,
DC, I can’t help but recall the beautiful fall seasons in Ithaca, NY. Since April I have moved from
Philadelphia to D.C., where I am now the director of legislative and community affairs for the
White House Initiative on Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders. Contrary to popular belief, I
don’t actually work in the White House—I work
in the Minority Business Development Agency
at the Dept. of Commerce. The most enjoyable
aspect of my job is the traveling I get to do to conduct site visits and coordinate technical assistance
conferences. The most meaningful part of my job
involves the work my office has been doing in the
Gulf Coast. The White House Initiative is currently trying to interest investors in an alternative
financial assistance option for the shrimpers and
fishermen who, for one reason or another, were
not eligible for US Small Business Administration
loans after hurricanes Katrina and Rita. If anyone

would like to learn more about this program,
please e-mail me at mwong@aapi.gov.
Some of our classmates will be returning to
school this fall, and apparently the Boston/Cambridge area is quite popular. Nicole Browne will
begin pursuing a master’s in psychological studies
at Harvard U.’s School of Education. After completing cornea research at the Cleveland Clinic’s
Cole Eye Inst., Fitz Collings will now begin his
master’s in biology at Harvard. Geunwon Kim
has begun the MD portion of her MD/PhD program in anatomy and neuroscience at Boston U.
Others have begun new jobs and careers. Lina
Valov, MBA ’06, works for Procter and Gamble in
Cincinnati, OH, doing brand management for
Folgers coffee. Amanda Brown is now an assistant
sales associate at Yardmaster Inc., landscape architects and contractors. She also works on production development. When Amanda’s not working,
she enjoys participating in a competitive intramural soccer league. After returning from about
five months in China, Ryan Munch works long
hours as an investment banker at Lehman Brothers. Jason Brown does real estate consulting with
Ernst & Young in New York City. Kari Steed continues her career as a workplace planner at Bank
of America in Charlotte, NC. In Little Rock, AR,
Johnny Chen is participating in the Explorer Program at L’Oreal. Some of his rotations have
included being a packaging equipment engineer
and a component supply planner. One of the most
intriguing jobs I came across was Melody Yuen’s;
Melody is a food engineer with Kraft Foods.
Tom Neuhaus, PhD ’00, has notified me
that he is an associate professor in the Dept. of
Food Science and Nutrition at Cal Poly U. He
was granted a sabbatical, during which he created Project Hope and Fairness, a charitable
organization that is the only fair trade/organic
chocolate manufacturer in the US. Tom writes,
“[Project Hope and Fairness] distributes tools to
West African cocoa farmers. Our organization
aims to make cocoa farming a sustainable activity. Please visit our chocolate company website
at www.sweetearthchocolates.com.” To learn
more about Project Hope and Fairness, visit
www.projecthopeandfairness.org.
Want to look up your old friends and
recount memories? It’s not too late! The Cornellian office has notified us that they have many
extra copies of our yearbook, and you can purchase one now until the supply runs out. E-mail
Cornellian@cornell.edu for more information.
❖ Michelle Wong, michelle.r.wong@gmail.com;
and Matthew Janiga, mwj3@cornell.edu.



Graduation has come and gone
and the Class of ’06 graduates
are trekking on through more
schooling, while others are moving on to new and exciting jobs and activities.
ILR graduate Shira Bortniker will attend Rutgers
Law School in the fall and live in Hoboken. On
the other side of New York City, Michael Shampan will study at Brooklyn Law School, while
Damian Guzman and Deborah Birnbaum will
attend Columbia Law School. Mark Richardson
hopes to one day practice in New York City. He’ll
be attending Emory U. School of Law in Atlanta,
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GA, this fall. Adam “Beau” Swartzbaugh is adding
a bit of spice to his summer by driving from Massachusetts to Wyoming and South Dakota to look
at bears, buffalo, and prairie dogs before heading
back to those books in the fall at New Orleans Law.
Michael Peluso, working as a summer law intern
at Schiff Hardin LLP in Chicago, will begin law
school at the U. of Chicago in the fall. Lastly for
our law school students, Jon Amoona will study
at Georgetown; he hopes to break into sports law.
Although law school is a hot commodity,
many classmates are going back for engineering,
medical school, and other programs. Manoj
Lamba decided to defer an offer from McKinsey
and Co. in San Francisco till 2007 and instead
attend Cornell for one more year as a Master of
Engineering student. Also heading back to Cornell for their master’s degrees in Engineering are:
Oat Wichiencharoen; Andrew Chan, who works
at Intel as a process engineering intern; Olivia
Liu, who interns at a structural engineering firm,
Thornton-Tomasetti; and Yunfan Donald Zhang,
who is working in Ohio for Lockheed this summer. Robinson Ko is returning for his master’s in
Health Administration in the College of Human
Ecology. Robinson works as a resident advisor
for the LEAD business program of the Johnson
School. At the Cornell Vet college, Joy Ellen Tomlinson is working in the Veterinary Entomology
lab until school starts in August. Kristopher Young
is the program manager for the Cornell University
Satellite (CUSat) project, and working toward an
astronautics MEng in Aerospace Engineering.
Adding some diversity to their college education, Edmund Palermo is a summer intern at
the Naval Surface Warfare Center in Indian Head,
MD, but as of fall ’06 he will attend the U. of
Michigan, Ann Arbor, for his PhD in macromolecular science and engineering. At Case Western U.
Nasheed Hossain will begin an MD program. In
biomedical sciences we have Tanya Dutta at the
U. of Dentistry and Medicine of New Jersey
(UMDNJ). Across the Atlantic Ocean, Adam Bonnifield moved to Cambridge, England, to pursue
an MPhil in education. Matthew Banholzer lives
in Chicago and is pursuing a PhD in materials
chemistry at Northwestern U. Michael Lerario will
begin his medical degree at the U. of Pennsylvania,
while Andrew Gaydo will attend medical school
at UMDNJ, and Allison Pinchasick is at the U. at
Buffalo Medical School. At Texas Tech in Lubbock,
TX, Kimberly Cuozzo is working toward a master’s in atmospheric science. Lastly for engineering,
Sarah Richardsen works in Princeton, NJ, for Parsons Brinckerhoff, a civil engineering consulting
firm, as an assistant transportation planner. She
plans to attend the U. of Virginia in the fall of 2007
to pursue a master’s in landscape architecture.
Entering the working world, Tiffany Todo
designs apparel at Steve and Barry’s University
Sportswear in Port Washington, NY. Tanya Littles
is a dining room floor manager in Manhattan for
English, one of China Grill Management’s restaurants, and James Hatfield is working with the
Tishman Corp. in NYC as an analyst with their
hotel and realty division. Anne Soderstrom is
starting as a merchandiser for Ann Taylor, and
over at Ernst & Young, Blake Reiter is a real estate
and hospitality consultant. Michael David Weiss

and Su-Chang Li work for Goldman Sachs. John
Paul Chu is completing a Unilever-SCA Congressional national park internship in which he
is directing a project for the Statue of Liberty
monument and Ellis Island in Gateway National
Park. In the fall, he will work as a legislative aide
to Rep. Ron Kind of Wisconsin. In upstate New
York Nicole Haber is a deputy finance director
for a congressional campaign.
In New England, Pamela Chuang works at
Broadcom in Andover, MA, as a design engineer,
and Andrew Sawchuk works as a software engineer at Cisco Systems in Boxborough, MA.
Bryan McGowan headed to Boston to start a job
as a product engineer at Intel doing statistical
analysis and designing experiments to optimize
the manufacturing of integrated circuit products.
In Burlington, VT, Elizabeth Lee Smith is a field
organizer for the Vermont Democratic Party in
the campaigns of Scudder Parker for governor,
Peter Welch for Congress, and Bernie Sanders for
the Senate. Aileen Chen is moving to Milwaukee,
WI, to work for General Electric Healthcare in
their financial management program. Overseas
in Berlin, Elisabeth Jane Becker will work for
the Senate representative on migration and integration. Brad Biren is in landscape architecture
at Kimley-Horn & Assoc. of South Beach, FL,
designing resorts, planning communities, and
working in the residential projects office, specializing in their “green” portfolio. Also in Florida,
Brandon Lee is working with Darden Restaurants’ Olive Garden chain in Fort Lauderdale for
a three-month manager training program.
Timothy Andon writes, “I am working as a
purchasing specialist at the company my father
and uncle own, TIC Gums (a food solutions
company), learning to control inventory, project
future demand, and interact with current suppliers.” Dion Chu works at a hedge fund, D.E.
Shaw & Co., as a FinOp associate, Sophia Asare
is an editorial intern at Business Week magazine,
and Tirthal Patel is at Toyota Motor Corp.
researching and designing cars and accessories
as an engineer-in-training.
On the West Coast, Kristen Landis works in
Portland, OR, with the Portland Trail Blazers of
the NBA as an account representative. In Southern
California, Stephen Wang works in Hollywood as
an investment and development analyst for CIM
Group, a private equity real estate investment company. Finley Miller is an engineer for Boeing in
Huntington Beach, CA. Also landing on the West
Coast after his road trip cross country with Meaza
Solomon is Doug Leuthold, who will work in
Oceanside, CA, as a food and beverage assistant
manager-in-training at Harrah’s Rincon Casino
and Resort. Natalie Scarritt is a sales leader-intraining at the Hilton Hawaiian Village on Waikiki
Beach. Even further west, Matthew Lowenstein
will go to Hangzhou, China, to learn Mandarin
and then to Taiwan for a year to teach English as
a Second Language. Lastly, I would like to congratulate Benjamin Stiglitz and Laura Melisa
Sologuren, who were married the Saturday after
graduation, June 3! Ben is now working for Apple
Computer in Cupertino, CA. Best of luck, newlyweds! ❖ Nicole Degrace, ngd4@cornell.edu; and
Kate DiCicco, kad46@cornell.edu.
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Machine Works; veteran; active in community,
professional, and religious affairs. Sigma
Alpha Epsilon.
’44—William A. Oltmer of New Milford, NJ,
April 14, 2000; president, Oltmer Iron Works;
veteran; active in civic, community, professional, and religious affairs.
’45—Lt. A. William Albert of Montpelier, VT,
October 22, 1999.

’30 BA, JD ’33—Wilfrid E. Rhodes of Elmira, NY, April 19, 2004; attorney. Lambda
Chi Alpha.
’34 BS Ag, PhD ’37—Elizabeth G. Fisher of
Sykesville, MD, January 1, 2000; entomologist;
research associate, Philadelphia Academy of
Nat’l Sciences; author. Alpha Xi Delta.
’34 MD—Heloise B. Hough of New York City,
July 25, 2004; physician; active in alumni affairs.
’34 BA—Col. Jacob Shacter of Atlanta, GA, December 2, 2005; retired, US Army; attorney;
active in civic and professional affairs.

active in community and religious affairs. Phi
Gamma Delta.

’45—Barbara Reuter Iliff (Mrs. Charles C. ’43)
of Matthews, NC, December 2, 2005.

’40-42 SP Ag—Claude I. Bennett of Kent, NY,
November 13, 1997.

’45, BME ’46—Emmett Wallace of Easton, CT,
December 9, 2005; management consultant;
author; active in civic and community affairs.
Zeta Beta Tau.

’40 BA—Alvin Gallen of Scarsdale, NY, July 25,
1962; chief attorney, General Electric Credit
Corp.; veteran; active in professional affairs.
’40—Robert L. Hartman of San Diego, CA,
March 14, 2003.

’46 M Ed—Frederick P. Fundis of Skaneateles,
NY, December 3, 2005; district principal,
Skaneateles Central School District; active in
civic, community, professional, and religious
affairs.

’35 DVM—Harry I. Goldwasser of Philadelphia, PA, April 16, 2001; veterinarian.

’40 BEE—Joseph C. Marshall of Oakland, CA,
formerly of Inverness, CA, December 5, 2005;
worked for Westinghouse; Westinghouse liaison
for BART; veteran; sailor; active in community
and professional affairs.

’36 BME, MME ’37—Earl S. Rosenblum of
Garberville, CA, February 3, 2004; mechanical
engineer. Zeta Beta Tau.

’40 MS Ag—William R. Straughn Jr. of Elizabeth
City, NC, December 8, 2005; professor emeritus,
U. of North Carolina School of Medicine.

’37—Hermon L. Brockway Jr. of Fairport, NY,
June 15, 1994.

’40 BA—Barbara Brown Wildgen of Bridgewater, NJ, October 27, 2005.

’38-39 SP Ag—Gene W. Fisher of Canandaigua,
NY, May 6, 2001; owner, GWF Home Corp.

’41 BME—Frederic R. Hillsley of Cincinnati,
OH, November 21, 2005; veteran. Tau Beta Phi.

’48 BS Ag—Jay V. Fairchild of Pittsgrove, NJ,
November 16, 2005; worked for Farm Credit
Service; veteran; active in civic and community affairs.

’38 BA—Jane Ridgway Lawrence (Mrs. William
M. ’38, PhD ’41) of Brooktondale, NY, December 3, 2005; elementary school teacher; active
in religious and alumni affairs.

’41 BS Hotel—Leonard N. Manogg of Newark,
OH, December 7, 2005; claims manager, Connecticut General Life Insurance; veteran; active
in professional and religious affairs.

’48—John G. Marder of New York City, December 10, 2005; advertising executive; real
estate investor; buffalo rancher; veteran; active
in civic affairs. Beta Sigma Rho.

’38 BA—James H. Pullen of Houghton, NY,
October 28, 2005.

’42 BME—Tsu-Wang Hu of Washington, DC,
March 12, 2005.

’49 BME—Alfred S. Gamrin of Englewood, NJ,
August 17, 2005. Tau Epsilon Phi.

’38 BA—Margaret Buckland Tsiang of Berkeley, CA, June 30, 2005.
’39 BA, B Chem E ’40—Stanley S. Christenfeld
of Woodcliff Lake, NJ, December 7, 2005.

’42 PhD—Williams E. Parkins of Woodland
Hills, CA, September 30, 2005; physicist;
worked for Atomics Int’l; asst. professor, U. of
Southern California; research associate, Radiation Laboratory, Manhattan Project.

’49 BS Ag, MFS ’51—Dwight E. Reed of Barrington, IL, December 5, 2005; food scientist,
American Can; veteran; active in community,
professional, religious, and alumni affairs.
Wife, Elizabeth (Dean) ’49.

’39—Perry F. Lafferty of Los Angeles, CA,
August 25, 2005. Beta Theta Pi.

’43-44 GR—Celia Moskovitz Hastings of
Patchogue, NY, September 30, 2002.

’39 BS Ag, PhD ’43—John S. Niederhauser of
San Clemente, CA, August 12, 2005; potato scientist; 1990 World Food Prize winner; discovered source of pathogen that caused Irish potato famine; adjunct professor of plant pathology,
U. of Arizona; established Regional Cooperative
Potato Program; active in civic, community, and
professional affairs.

’43 BME—Bruce A. Pope of Osprey, FL, December 12, 2005; mechanical engineer; principal, William A. Pope Co.; veteran. Sigma Phi.

’50 BCE—Selleck J. Carpenter of Buffalo, NY,
December 11, 2005; construction executive; veteran; active in community, religious, and alumni affairs. Acacia.

’39 BME—Frederick S. Patterson Jr. of Bowling Green, KY, May 15, 2005; retired engineer,
Allied Signal Corp.; active in community
affairs. Theta Chi.
’39—William M. Robinson of Black Mountain,
NC, December 6, 2005; retired businessman;
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’43—James C. Rodes of Louisville, KY, October 13, 2005; portfolio manager, Hilliard-Lyons.
Delta Kappa Epsilon.

’46 PhD—Robert L. Livezey of Little River, CA,
December 10, 2005; professor emeritus of biological sciences, California State U., Sacramento;
expert on frogs; curator and herpetologist, U. of
Costa Rica; active in professional affairs.
’47, BS Hotel ’49—Joseph F. Harron of
Bacton, Hereford, UK, November 18, 2005;
Beta Theta Pi.

’50 BS Ag—John W. Chapin of San Diego, CA,
December 9, 2005; worked in real estate; active
in community affairs.

’43 BME —James S. Wilson of Thomaston,
CT, September 28, 2005. Phi Kappa Tau.

’50 BS Hotel—Carl W. Getz of Nashua, NH,
December 15, 2005; director of printing, Harvard U.; veteran; active in community, professional, and religious affairs.

’44 B Chem E —Victor A. Denslow of Lombard, IL, December 5, 2005.

’50 BS Ag—Conner L. Stephens of Alfred
Station, NY, October 24, 2005.

’44, BME ’47—Arthur M. Mattison of Rockford, IL, November 30, 2005; president, Mattison

’51—Anne Lewis Livezey (Mrs. Robert L., PhD
’46) of Little River, CA, October 17, 2002.
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’51-52 SP Ag—John H. Pesu of Elbridge, NY,
December 4, 2005; chemical engineer; veteran;
active in community and professional affairs.
’51, BME ’53—Frederick F. Salditt of Port
Washington, WI, December 9, 2005; worked for
Rexnord; active in community and religious
affairs. Theta Xi.
’52 ME—Thomas K. Caughey of Pasadena,
CA, December 7, 2004; professor emeritus,
mechanical engineering, California Inst. of
Technology; designer, eccentric-mass vibration generator; expert in fluid mechanics and
stochastic nonlinear systems; editor; active in
professional and alumni affairs.
’52 BS ILR—Richard D. Levidow of Seattle,
WA, December 12, 2005; attorney. Tau Delta Phi.
’53 BA—Willard S. Harris of Lutz, FL, November 25, 2005; professor of medicine, Veterans Administration. Watermargin.
’53 BA—Janice Gravel Hoenicke of Punta
Gorda, FL, and Grantham, NH, August 30,
2005; active in alumni affairs. Pi Beta Phi.
Husband, Edward H. Hoenicke ’50.
’55 BS Ag—Arthur J. Dommen of Bethesda, MD,
December 14, 2005; retired foreign correspondent, Los Angeles Times; expert on Southeast Asia;
agricultural economist, USDA; author; veteran.
’55 BA—Thomas L. Litwin of South Orange,
NJ, December 8, 2005; CEO, Gordon & Thomas
Co.; active in community and alumni affairs.
Zeta Beta Tau.
’55—Jill Bryant Rogers of Lexington, KY, February 28, 2005; school teacher; artist; active in
community and religious affairs. Pi Beta Phi.
’56 MS, PhD ’58—Carl O. Hansen of Clearwater, FL, December 13, 2005; entomologist;
active in community and religious affairs.
’56 BS Hotel—Prithipal S. Lamba of Delhi,
India, December 13, 2005.
’56 BA—Kevin L. Murphy of Stratford, CT,
November 22, 2005; sales manager, Murphy
Moving & Storage; owner, Kraft and Murphy
Builders. Phi Kappa Sigma.
’57 GR—Rodger S. Hoyt of Delaware, OH,
June 29, 2005; geneticist; retired from Select
Sires; also worked for Eastern AI Cooperative;
active in community and professional affairs.
’57 BS Nurs—Anne Scheer Mossel of Rehoboth
Beach, DE, January 9, 1991.
’57 BS Ag—William Saurer of Whiting, NJ,
May 14, 2005.
’57 BA, MA ’62—William L. Zwerman of Calgary, Alberta, Canada, January 17, 2005; professor of sociology, U. of Calgary. Kappa Delta Rho.
’58 MBA, JD ’59—Thomas R. Matias of Delmar, NY, December 5, 2005; administrative law
judge, NYS Public Svc. Comm.; corporate attorney; federal trial attorney; veteran; active in

civic, community, and professional affairs.
’58—John S. Phillips Jr. of Chillicothe, OH,
January 11, 1989. Alpha Delta Phi.
’58 BS Ag—James W. Rieflin of Churchville,
NY, November 4, 2005; owner, Berle’s Service
Station; veteran; active in community affairs.
Alpha Gamma Rho.
’60 BS Nurs—Zoe Gideon Forsleff of Roscommon, MI, July 4, 2005; co-owner, Treva Reed
Music Co.
’60 MS—John B. Miller of Rochester, NY, December 10, 2005; retired project engineer, Eastman Kodak; active in religious affairs.
’61—George F. Baker of Houston, TX, formerly of New York City, December 1, 2005; founder,
First Security Co., Cambridge Capital, and Baker
Nye; active in civic and community affairs.
’61 MS—Charles F. Holt of Winterport, ME,
April 15, 1997. Wife, Mary (Hartwell) ’61.
’62, BME ’63—Peter T. Cobrin of Livingston,
NJ, December 3, 2005; patent attorney; active
in alumni affairs.
’64—Robert H. Park of Madison, WI, December 10, 2005; worked for WI Dept. of Agriculture,
Trade and Consumer Protection. Alpha Chi Rho.
’66 BS Ag—Robert S. Ball of Clifton Park, NY,
December 1, 2005; director, NY State Office of
Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Svcs.; human
services planner; veteran; active in professional and religious affairs. Kappa Sigma.
’67 BS ILR—Richard M. Salsberg of Lyndhurst, NJ, December 12, 2005; partner, Scarini
& Hollenbeck. Alpha Epsilon Pi.
’69, BS Ag ’70—Robert S. Brender of Jerusalem,
Israel, February 24, 2004; director, Robert S.
Brender Israel Tour Services. Zeta Beta Tau.
’69 MA, PhD ’71—Kenneth C. Fraundorf of
Corvallis, OR, July 6, 2005; taught economics at
Akron U., Oregon State U., and Willamette U.;
investor; writer; active in community affairs.
’69 BA—Philip M. Kennedy of Colorado
Springs, CO, July 6, 2005.
’69 BS Ag, PhD ’75—Olga B. Martinez of
Toronto, Ontario, Canada, December 10, 2005;
worked for Janssen-Ortho Inc.
’71 BS ORIE—Daryl K. Cavendish of Boca
Raton, FL, December 9, 2005; senior analyst,
Florida Power & Light; planning manager,
Energy Ventures.
’79 BS HE—Catherine Wong Lee of Southborough, MA, January 1, 1992. Husband, Philip
B. Lee ’77, M ORIE ’78.
’79 BS Hotel—Mark B. O’Brien of Lexington,
KY, April 28, 2005; general mgr., Crowne Plaza/
Campbell House Hotel; also worked for Hyatt
Hotels; active in civic, community, professional,
and religious affairs.
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What’s in a Name?
A BIG RED REASSESSMENT

i

N THE AUTUMN OF 1905, A COR-

IMAGES FROM KROCH LIBRARY / DIVISION OF RARE AND MANUSCRIPT COLLECTIONS / CORNELL

nell cheerleader offered a $25 prize
for, as the story goes, “a Cornell
football fight song indigenous in
words and music.” Rym Berry 1904,
later Cornell’s graduate manager of
athletics from 1919 to 1935 and a
columnist for the Alumni News until
1950, responded with a ditty that included
the following refrain: “Make the scream of
the north wind yield . . . to the strength of
the yell . . . from the men of Cornell . . . as
the Big Red team takes the field!”
“To the best of my knowledge and
belief the appellation ‘Big Red Team’ was
never used before that,” Berry claimed in
a 1940 letter. “It fit the meter and the
rhythm.” The song—“The Big Red
Team”—was performed at a football game
two weeks later. And we’ve been the
Big Red ever since.
There are more
imaginative

collegiate nicknames out there—hello,
Santa Cruz Banana Slugs, Whittier College
Poets, and Battlin’ Beavers of Blackburn
College. Creativity, however, is not the
norm in the Ivy League. Yale? There are
some forty Bulldogs in college athletics.
Columbia? There are more than thirty
Lions. Princeton is one of at least fortyfour Tigers, and Brown is one of about
two dozen Bears. Sorry, Penn, but there
are even a handful of Quakers.
Harvard alone is simply the Crimson,
but it floats in a sea of like-named rivals:
the Crimson Tide, the Crimson Wave, the
Crimson Storm, and the Crimson Eagles.
And while there are Green Knights, Green
Terror, Green Wave, and even the North
Texas Mean Green, there is but a
single (Dartmouth) Big Green
team.
As for Big Red, we have plenty of
company. When the Cornell men’s
squash team takes on a squad from a
tiny liberal arts school in Ohio called
Denison University (as it does rather frequently), it is the Big Red versus the Big
Red. Moreover, for much of middle America, the words “Big Red” are associated
with regional powerhouses that often

dwarf Cornell’s athletic reputation.
Consider: The last line of “Dear
Old Nebraska U,” sung by University
of Nebraska Cornhuskers fans, is “Go
Big Red! Go Big Red! Go Big Red!”
Every year, the University of Wisconsin Badgers hold a postseason football
banquet called the “Big Red Rally.”
Indiana University hosts annual athletic
competitions with names like the Big Red
Invitational and the Big Red Shootout.
The Fighting Razorback mascot of the
University of Arkansas is known as Big
Red. At Western Kentucky University,
where fans wave red flags and cheer for
the Hilltoppers, the football offices are
located at 1 Big Red Way. Even Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute, our frequent hockey
foe, chooses one game each year as a fan
appreciation event known as the Big Red
Freakout. (Once, in 1982, Cornell was the
invited opponent.)
If we wanted to be special, perhaps
there’s a better nickname out there—
something more distinctive, specifically
evocative of the region or the university.
The Cornell Cayugas? The Cornell Cows?
How about a nod to Carl Sagan: the Cornell Cosmos?
Or it could be that Rym Berry had the
right idea all along—a simple name conveying strength and energy in a couple of
syllables. Perhaps, after a century of Big
Red, tradition trumps creativity.
Besides, what would we do with our
old sweatshirts?
— Brad Herzog ’90

Seeing Red: Rym Berry 1904 coined the school nickname in a 1905 fight song.
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Why a Certified
Pre-Owned BMW
is better than
a brand new
compromise.

Certified by BMW
trained technicians
Backed by BMW
for up to 6 years
or 100,000 miles*
BMW Roadside
Assistance†
BMW Financial Services
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There is greatness and there is newness. Which would you choose? If you choose the legendary
performance of a BMW over, well, the fleeting newness of some other car, drive a Certified Pre-Owned
BMW. The price has been engineered down to size, but the thrill of the Ultimate Driving Machine
is intact. Experience the excitement that lives in every part and piece of a BMW, but seems absent in
an ordinary car. Drive with your heart. Buy with your head.
Certified Pre-Owned
BMW

bmwusa.com
1-800-334-4BMW

The Ultimate
Driving Machine®

*Protection Plan provides coverage for two years or 50,000 miles (whichever comes first) from the date of the expiration of the 4-year/50,000-mile BMW New Vehicle Limited Warranty. †Roadside
Assistance provides coverage for two years (unlimited miles) from the date of the expiration of the 4-year/unlimited-miles New Vehicle Roadside Assistance Plan. See participating BMW center for details
and vehicle availability. For more information, call 1-800-334-4BMW or visit bmwusa.com. ©2006 BMW of North America, LLC. The BMW name and logo are registered trademarks.

