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This dissertation examines the English and French late medieval hunting
manuals, in particular Gaston Phébus’ Livre de chasse and Edward of Norwich’s
Master of Game. It explores their relationships with various literary and nonliterary
texts, as well as their roles in the late medieval imagination, aristocratic self-image,
and social economy. The medieval aristocracy used hunting as a way to imitate the
heroes of chivalric romance, whose main pastimes were courtly love, arms, and the
chase. It argues that manuals were, despite appearances, works of popular and
imagination-stimulating literature into which moral or practical instruction was
incorporated, rather than purely didactic texts.
The first three chapters compare the manuals’ content, style, authorial intent,
and reader reception with those of the chivalric romances. Both genres are concerned
with the interlaced adventures of superlative but generic characters. Furthermore, both
genres are popular, insofar as they are written for profit and accessible to sophisticated
and unsophisticated readers alike.
The following four chapters examine the relationships between hunting, love,
and military practices and ethics, as well as those between their respective didactic
literatures. Hunters, dogs, and animals occupied a sort of interspecific social
hierarchy, and the more noble individuals were expected to adhere to a code of
behavior similar to the chivalric code. Military and amatory manuals, like hunting
manuals, are texts that encourage imagination and role-playing and utilize the

characters and narratives of chivalric romance. The hunting manual is a kind of arms
manual that explains how to make war against animals; but it is also a sort of anti-love
manual that teaches the hunter how to avoid feminine wiles.
The final chapter documents a wide-ranging literary motif (“the generic
literary hunt”) that informs the structure and content of a large number of medieval
works, from the most primitive hunting manuals to Sir Gawain and the Green Knight.
The concluding chapter explores the evolution and popularity of the English
printed hunting manuals from the fifteenth through the seventeenth centuries. The
new manuals appealed to the social aspirations of an up-and-coming urban
bourgeoisie, even as the European forests and their animals were disappearing.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

The author received B. A.s in Integrative Biology and English Literature from
the University of California at Berkeley and an M. A. in English Literature from
Cornell University. She is a vegetarian, once worked in an animal research facility,
and has never hunted.

iii

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Thanks to my committee: to Pete Wetherbee, for always being supportive and
kind in every way; to Andy Galloway, for his untiring dedication, intellectual rigor,
and enthusiasm; and to Masha Raskolnikov, for taking me on in the first place and
giving me a push just where and when it was needed.
My gratitude to others in the Cornell academic community, as well. To Wayne
Harbert, for being so generous with his time and knowledge all these years. And to
Alice Colby-Hall, for her assistance in differentiating among the various Old French
words for projectile weapons.
I would finally like to thank the always-helpful staff at the Rare Books Room
of the Cambridge University Library, as well as the staff and security personnel at the
Bibliothèque Nationale, Paris.
There have been many other people who, in one way or another, have affected
the writing of this dissertation over the years. They know who they are.

iv

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Introduction

1

Chapter 1: The Romance of the Hunt

40

Chapter 2: Popularity

57

Chapter 3: Structure

91

Chapter 4: The Gift

121

Chapter 5: Cynegetical Chivalry

138

Chapter 6: Les armes et la chasce

163

Chapter 7: Les amours et la chasce

202

Chapter 8: Gawain and the Generic Literary Hunt

229

Conclusion

260

Epilogue

272

Appendices

277

Works Cited

288

iv
v

