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THE HISTORY
orF

THE APPLE IN FIW YORI STATE.

INTRODUCTION.

This work was begun during tho year 1903 - 1904.

The first thought,'hpwever, was not that ol a major
thosls but merely a short problem in historical ro-
gearch, Ag the work. progressed, consilderable mateori-
al was found in the old horticultural magazines avd 1t
was gugrested that a more thorough scarch he made,

The work, therefore, was resumod in the yesar 1904 - 19005
with the aim in view of making 1t a morograph of the

History of the Apple Iin New York Stato.

oy
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In adadition to istory of the apple with the

-

orlgin and history of the different varictios, an attempt
was also made to discover how different varieties adapt

themselves to the different sections. The Baldwin, for

}—:a

nstance, when grown near the Hudson River may not

.possess the same form and qualitlies as Wnun grow: 1n the

# Being a contribution to the papers of the Dept. of Hor
ticulture for the degree of laster of Sclence in Asricul t-

ure
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wesborn part of the state. A good example of this 1

found in the Wewbtown IFippin, the native home of which

is In New York State. The gamo varietly is growm in
Virginia under the name of Albemarle Pippin. Yot when

this varioly is t&ken‘to Virginia and grown there the o
rorm and quality of the fruit is not exactly the samae.
In Virginia the apple has taken on modifications, adapt-
ing itgelf to the locallty. S0 one variety may assume
a different Torm when grown in a difTerent section of
the same state.  An attemplt was made to see whether or
not this was true and to what extent it ocecurred. But
ag no definite and reliable data were obltained the effort
was abandoned.

Turidng the fall of 1904, over three hundred letters
wore sent out to the leading frult-growers and Nurscry-
mon of tho state, asking them for information regsardine
the introduction and history of the apple in thelr secw

tion. The following are the questions asgked;-

1, Fleage state what you can in regard to the
introduction of fruit in general into your section.
From whence were they introduced %

R Give data, actual or apprqximatE; of the intro-

LU A  pa
duection of apples in your neighborhoods, ' What varisties

were introduced ? From whenco did they come ¢




When, where and by whom was the first apple
orchard planted in your section ¢ What varieties were
rlanted 9

4, “here was your orchard planted and what vari-
it contain ?

Have any varieties of apples of note originat-

ed in your mnsighborhood ? I so, please give names and

Can you refor me to any one who is well posted
on this subject ¢

The writer wishes to thank those fruit-growers who

have respcndsd so willingly to his inquiries. Fron

these answers alone the information regarding the ear
indian orchards and alsc the introduction of the apple
in general into this state was obtained. After the
answers were grouped, they made quits a complete history
of the apple in XNew York state.

Besides the above~mentioned method, recourse has

beon made to the books on horticulture, the horticultur—

-

al magazines and histories of both state and county.




CHAPTFR I.
THE INTRODUCTION OF THE APPLE INTO AMERICA.

The only natlve apple is the crab, which the sett-
lers found growing wild in the forest at theo time of
the discovery of the country. The cultivated vari-
eties are not indigenous to America and without a doubt
were introduced by the early settlers, It io recorded
that they brovght with them the seods of farm and gordon

crops, including the sceds of the apple.

(a) Plymouth Colony.

Wo find the earliest records of the apple in the
history of the Plymouth Colony. Feregrine White ,
the first Inglishman born in New Ingland, planted an
apple tree at Marshfield about 1648. This trec stood
as a representative of his early orchard as slong as the
land remained in the hands of his descendenta. About
the middle of the last century, the land was sold and
the tree cut down by the purchaser. In Russell's
Guide to Plymouth, published in 184¢, the tree is de-
scribed as measuring 17 feet in height, and the old

trunk, then moatly decayed, six feeot in‘i@pgﬁh and Tour

and one=half feot in circumference , and as still bear-
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ing fruit. There are records of many other trees and
orchards which the settlers planted before the vear 1700,
These trees were strong growers but the quality of fruit
was Inferior. The rccords of the Massachusetts Horti-

*L ghow that large trees of the Hightop

cultural Soclety
Sweetings, of very ancient date, as well as other vari-
etles of apples wero still standing in the 01d Colony

in the year 1880, A row of Hightop Sweoltinge in larsh-

field is reputed to have been planted hefore 1690,

All the trecs known of this variety wore grafted trecs.

(b) Massachusebts Colony.

The farm of Governor Endicott of the Massachusetts

A

W

colony was known by the namoe of Orchard as carly an 1643,
Governor indicott appears to have becn gquite extensively
engagod in frult growing at an esarly date. In 1848,

he exchanged five hundred apple trees of throe years

growth With Willioam Track for two hundred and Tifty acros

of land. ©  Triting to Tinthrop, April 22nd., 1644, ‘

he saye, " I humblie and heartilie thanck you For your

last lettre of newes and for the treecs you sent me . .

P

- Higtory of Hassachusetts Horticultural Society,Pr.

1 S
#& - liomoir of John Endicott by C.M.Lndicoyt, Fage 72,
25 - Yemoir of John lndicott by C.M.Indicotty Page 80.




I have not sent you any trecs because I heard not
from you, but I have trees For you if you pleass to
accept of them whensceuer you shall send. I thinck

it is to late to sett or remous. I could wish you

to remous in the latter end of the yeare your trees,
& I pray you to send mee what you want & I will supply
what I can. My children burnt mee at least 500 trees

sedl
this spring by setting the ground on fire neere them,"

" Tradition exists of the Indlans having planted
on the peninsula of Boston, clearing away the wood,

as was their custom, by burning.wo William Blackstone,
the first settler, cultivated six acres of land arocund
his residence, which was near what is now the corner
ol Beacon and Charles streets. A part of this was
planted as a garden, where he raised apple trees, which
continued to bear fruit as late as 1785. After his
removal to Rhode Island, he planted at Study Hill, near
Fawtucket, the first orchard that ever bore apples in
that state. ' He had the first apples of the sortpcall»

ed Yellow Sweetings that ever were in the world,!

" In April 1632, Conants Island in Boston harbour

~ lass, Horticultural Society, Fourth Serieg, Vol,VI.
Pages 146 - 147. ’
Drake's Old Landmarks of Boston, Page 10.

- Snow's History of Boston, Page 52,
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" was granted to Governor Winthrop for forty shillings
and a yoavly»rent of' twelvo pence, provided he promise
to plant a vineyard and an orchard, of which the fifth
part of the fruits were to be paid yearly to the govern-
“or for the time being forsver. The name of the igland
wes thenceforth to be 'The Governor's Garden.' on
the fourth of March, 1634 -18385, the General Court
changed the rent to 'a hogshead of the best wine that
shall grow theré, to be paid yoearly, after the death of
the sald/John Winthrop and noething before.' The grape
culture, 1f ever gerilously undertaken, undoubtedly
proved a fallure; for in 1640, the ront was again chang-
od to ' two bushells of apples overy yveare, one bushell
to the Governor and another to the Generall Court, -
in winter, =~ the same to bee of the bost apples there
growing.5 Accordingly we find in the records of the
General Court hold at Boston, the seventh day of the
¢lghth month, 1640, formal mention that, ' Mr. Winthrop,
ary
Senior, pald in his bushell of apples,! " Josselyn
mentidng, that when ready to sail from Boston, the 11th,
ol October, 1839,' Mr. Luxon, our master, having been
ashore upon the Governour's Island gave me half a score

128
ver

o

y fair Pippins which he brought fromﬁ§h@ﬂge.'
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~ Masg, Records, Vol.I.,Pageos 04,139,230
- First Voyage, Page £9.

5,501,




" Among the incidental proofs of the sibention
given to horticulture is the enactment in 1648 by the
ceurt of the Colony of lfassachusetts, that the person
who should be known %o rob any orchard or garden, or
who should injure or steal any graft or fruit trec,
should forfeit treble damages to the owner.w

" From riotes made 1646 - 1648 in an interleaved
almanac belonging to S, Danforth, then probably a res-
ident of Cambridge, we find the dates of gathering sev
eral varietiese of apples, the Long apples, Blackton's,
Tankerd, Kreton Pippin, Long Red apples, Russetin, and
Poarmaﬁ@es. The Blackston may be the Yellow Sweeting
mentioned above as originated by William Blackstone.

%10
They were all ripe in August and September, ’

" The correspondence of John Winthrop, Jr., shows
that he, as well as his vatosr, was interested in the
cultivation of fruit trees. Edward Howes wrote,

s
Streete,' the 18th. of April 1634,' As for the Quodling
apple slipps, I spake to Mr. Humfries once or twice
about it and he sayd he would see Tor soms. I hope
bring some over with him, and yet I doubt it

%11
it is soe Torward =

180,
age 332,

Hasg. Records, Vol.IT., Pago
Savage's Winthrop, Vol.IT, P )
Hass. Uist., Coll., Fourth Seriss, Vol,VI.,Page 499,




(¢) Connecticut Golony,

3

" George Tonwick of Saybrook, Connecticut wrote
May 6,1641%, 'I haue receaued the trees yow sent me,
for which I hartily thanke yow. If I had any thing
hoaro that could pleasure yow, yow should froly come-
mand it. I am pretty well storred with cherrie &
peach trees & I did hope I had had a good nurserie
of aples, of the apies yow sent me last yeare, but the
wormes haue in a mamer destroyed them all as they came
UP. I pray informe mc if yow know any way Lo preunt

%12

the like mischiele for the futurc.!? :

" John Hason, writing from Saybrook, January 28,
¥ w3

1854, prayod the governor to 'forget not to prouilde

-
a8t &
KR RS

Tor the planting some trecs at spring.! March 5,
1658, he wrote to irs. Tlizaboth Winthrop, ' I haue
sont ten apple trees by Goodman Stolyon to your selfe.

I suppose they will, most of them, be planted in the

north end of your orchard. I would haue gsent more 1if
I had thought there werc a place to recoiue them. I

haue also sent to Thomas Bayley thirty grafted trees,

as hee deslirod mee. They arc in Goodman Stolyon's

#12 ~ Mags. Higtorical Society, Fourth .Series,Vol.VI.,
Page 499. PR
#13 - Masg. Hiot. Coll,, Fourth Series, Vol.VIT.,Page 419.
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" boate. I would ontrecat you to acquaint him with it.

Heo told mee hee would put it to Mr. Winthrop's account.
' w14

They v came bo thirty shillings.'®

" The fruit of an aﬁpla tree, which together with
an acre of land was giver Lo the apostle Tliot by the
Indlans, was oxhibited belore the Hassachusetts Horti-
cultursl Soclety in 1833, Thisg tres stood near the
meeting-house in Natick. It was called the Orange
Sweoting and was a favorite with the Indians. It will
be remembored that BEllot dled in 1690, Another apple
treo, imported from fngland and planted in the garden
of the Wyllis famlly in Hartford,Connecticut, bLefore
the middle of the seventeonth century, produced on a
few woeal: 1imbsg at the top of the tres some dozen of

. %15
apples In 1822. It was of the Pearmaln variety.” .

" Qther interesting rellcs of the early apple in-
dugtry are the row of trecs of the Hunt Russot apple
on the old Hunt Tfarm in Concord, Mags., bhelleved to
bo much over two hundred years old,w16and the Lfour
healthy trees still remalning of an apple orchard,wl?

rlanted probably as early as 1770, on the Bacon farm in

#14 - Mass. Hist. Coll., Fourth Series, Vol.VII.),Pg, 421.
#18 =~ Lottsr of Hon. John Welles to Hon. John Lowell in
Mass. Agricultural Repository,VollVIili.,
Pages £80 - 281, K

i

%16 ~ Trans, Mass. Hort. Soclety, Part I., 1875, Page 83,
%17 ~ Michigan Farmer, Nov. 14,187€.

















































































































































































































































