
Ruby M. Loper

January 12, 1901 — January 17, 1990

Ruby M. Loper was born in rural Douglas, Nebraska, where she developed a positive work ethic and a strong and 

sympathetic understanding of her fellowman. A dedication to teach others in ways to improve their lives was 

formally begun in 1925 when she became a student and draftsman in the College of Engineering and Architecture 

at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska. It is believed she is the first woman to be graduated from that 

college, and in 1934 was appointed assistant agricultural engineer, a position she held until 1946. She was a member 

of the Nebraska extension staff for 21 years. She owned Nebraska farmland all of her adult life and identified with 

the problems of farm ownership and management. One part of her early Nebraska extension career was to survey 

farms for contours and terraces, a new practice at that time, to prevent soil erosion.

In 1946 Professor Loper joined the Cornell faculty as extension architect with a dual appointment in the Department 

of Housing and Design in the New York State College of Home Economics, and the Department of Agricultural 

Engineering in the New York State College of Agriculture. She was the first woman to hold this position in New 

York State.

Although a person of short stature, she was a predecessor of Women’s Liberation. Professor Loper was a true pioneer 

in being able to present realistically her subject matter to all-male audiences in the building-trades. She spoke and 

wrote with conviction and authority, winning the respect of her audiences. Her efforts assisted many farm families 

in attaining housing to meet their living requirements. She conducted building technology seminars for building-

trades people; assisted county extension associations in planning extension headquarters; and in collaboration 

with the Department of Institution Management, provided plans for community food-service facilities.

She served on numerous national housing committees and was the author of housing extension bulletins, as well 

as articles in architectural, engineering, home economics and commercial magazines. In 1955 the Lamba chapter 

of Epsilon Sigma Phi awarded her a certificate for highest achievement in written material for advancing the work 

of the Cornell Extension Service. Her many accomplishments were due to her endless energy and dedication to 

education.

Professor Loper was held in high esteem nationally and statewide for her leadership roles in providing quality 

housing information and housing programs. She was a charter member of the American Association of Housing 
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Educators and served on its board of directors. Additionally, she served as a chairman and member of the House 

Plans and Planning Committee of the Northeast Land-Grant Universities.

After retirement in 1967 Miss Loper remained in Ithaca and resided at the Ramada Inn, where the entire staff 

became “her family.” She became a benefactor of the College of Human Ecology, formerly Home Economics; and 

established two department loan-funds for students in financial need and also contributed generously to various 

college funds and community causes.

She nurtured many continuing and rewarding friendships during her retirement years and continued her love of 

reading. She surrounded herself with books of many subjects and interests in keeping with the many facets and 

interests of her personality. Ruby M. Loper, a true friend, a colleague, a person of integrity, humor and protocol, a 

scholar truly missed.

Bernice Hopkins, Clark E. Garner

Cornell University Faculty Memorial Statement http://ecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/17813




