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December 5, 1926 — October 27, 2007

Alex F.T.W. Rosenberg, 80, died October 27, 2007, in Schwerte, Germany, following a long illness.  He was born in 

Berlin, December 5, 1926.  He and his parents, Theodor and Rela, and his sister, Edith, fled Nazi Germany in 1939, 

and subsequently obtained safe passage to Canada, and resettled in Ontario.

He received a B.A. degree (Math/Physics, Div. I) in 1948 and an M.A. degree in 1949 from the University of 

Toronto, followed by a Ph.D. degree from the University of Chicago in 1951.

Following a year as a postdoc at the University of Michigan, Professor Rosenberg began a decade-long association 

with Northwestern University in 1952.  That same year, he married Beatrice F. Gershenson of New York City; 

and their sons, Theodore Joseph and David Michael, were born in 1953 and 1956, respectively.  He became a 

naturalized U.S. citizen in 1959.

Professor Rosenberg joined the faculty at Cornell University in 1961 as Professor of Mathematics, and he served as 

chairman of the department from 1966-69.  He was named Professor Emeritus in 1988. 

He had been a Visiting Scholar at UCLA (1970-71); a Visiting Professor at Berkeley (spring 1961 and spring 1979); 

a von Humboldt Foundation Senior U.S. Scientist awardee at Ludwig-Maximilians University in Munich (fall 

1975) and at ETH Zurich (spring 1976); Distinguished Lecturer in Mathematics at the University of Southern 

California, where he delivered a series of seven lectures (April and May 1980); and in 1984-85, he spent the year 

at the University of Dortmund.

While at Cornell, he was active in library affairs and was the department’s liaison with the mathematics library for 

two decades.  Hard times in the 1970s led to the cancellation of several journals due to a shortage of funds.  Alex 

wrote to a number of Cornell alumni whom he thought might be in a position to help, and today these funds pay 

for a large portion of the library’s monographs.

Professor Rosenberg maintained a high profile in both the AMS and MAA, serving as Editor of the Proceedings of 

the AMS (1960-65) and Editor of the American Mathematical Monthly (1974-76).  He chaired, in the early 1970s, 

the MAA’s Committee on the Undergraduate Program in Mathematics.

Following a divorce in 1984, Alex remarried in Germany in 1985, and in 1986 left Cornell to become department 

chair at the University of California, Santa Barbara.  
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Many Cornell colleagues remember his professional dedication, dark sense of humor and often-colorful language.  

Peter Kahn recalls:

“He growled and grumbled and complained, but (in my hearing---at least most of the time) usually with a certain spark 

that let you know he was only partly serious.  I think the most important thing I could say about Alex, beyond praising his 

mathematical talents and contributions, is that he cared deeply about the professor of mathematics in the broadest sense:  

from department administration, to teaching, to mentoring graduate students, to helping colleagues, etc.  His level of caring 

was often intense and accounted for much of what might be called his acerbic quality.”  

Steve Chase recalls:

“My impression of Alex’s attitude toward mathematical research is that it should be a collaborative effort.  A great number of 

his papers were collaborations.  One of my clearest memories of our collaboration of long ago  is  the fact that he was especially 

skilled at taking an afternoon of disorganized and occasionally incoherent discussion and blackboard work and transforming 

it all into intelligible and orderly exposition, often providing elementary arguments in place of more advanced methods that 

we had originally used to obtain the results…”

As Marshall Cohen observed, “Alex Rosenberg was a big-hearted man and champion of the underdog.  I will 

always remember him fondly.”

Professor Rosenberg is survived by his wife Brunhilde, of Schwerte, Germany; his adopted son Daniel, of 

Washington, D.C.; his former wife Beatrice, of Ithaca, New York, and their son Ted, of Rochester, New York; and 

his sister Edith, of Washington, D.C.  His son, David, predeceased him in 2002. 
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