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B.L. Herrington was born in Akron, Ohio and lived there until 1911. After the death of his father, the family 

moved to a ranch located on a remote bench above the Salmon River, Idaho. The house burned during the winter 

1915-16. The family finished the winter in Kendrick, Idaho where B.L. picked coal along the railroad tracks to 

help out. They moved to St. Mary’s, West Virginia. There, B.L. graduated in absentia from high school in 1922, 

having already entered Montana State College in 1921 as a student of chemical engineering. He earned a B.S. 

degree in 1925, and worked for three years as an assistant chemist in the Montana State Experiment Station. B.L. 

entered graduate school at Cornell in 1928 completing his Ph.D. degree in February of 1933, with a major in Dairy 

Chemistry under Dr. P.F. Sharp, and minors in Physical Chemistry under T.R. Briggs, and in Biochemistry under 

Dr. James B. Sumner. He had gradually assumed a major teaching load in the Department of Dairy Industry and 

was offered a permanent position upon graduation. He became Professor of Dairy Chemistry in 1936, and held 

that post until his retirement.

During the summer of 1935, B.L. developed a commercial method for isolating pure riboflavin from milk. The 

product was marketed until a method to synthesize the vitamin became more economical. He later (1944) devised 

a commercial method for the production of lactose.

Professor Herrington was an excellent teacher. Many alumni of CALS remember “Dairy 1,” a course he taught for 

17 years, often both terms. In 1948, he published a textbook for this course entitled, Milk and Milk Processing. This 

book was also used at several other universities. In his graduate level course in food analysis, he stressed mastery 

of the basics while introducing the latest in laboratory technology. His office was always open to students, and 

weekly he would clear a patch on that great long table for a “brown bag” informal seminar open to all. He fostered 

intellectual curiosity, willingness to try new approaches, and critical judgement or research data. He encouraged 

–nay– expected students to explore and excel.

In 1945, B.L. developed a teaching program in the field of Food Science. He developed the curriculum, including 

four new courses (two of which he taught himself), advised all students in the curriculum, and aided the placement 

of graduates.

In July 1964, B.L. accepted a three-year appointment in the Cornell program at the Philippine College of Agriculture 

at Los Banos, where he taught chemistry until he retired.
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Herrington published on a variety of subjects in dairy science. He wrote a series of papers on lactose and another 

series on lipase in milk. Both were well regarded. Indirectly he contributed a great deal to research by serving 

as an unpaid consultant and advisor to faculty members and graduate students in animal and food sciences, 

microbiology, and nutrition. Much of his research was of an interdisciplinary nature. For example, he built a 

machine to milk guinea pigs, demonstrated its usefulness and persuaded others that we should know more about 

the natural food of guinea pigs before using them as test animals in nutrition studies. In 1948, the American 

Chemical Society presented him with the Borden Award for his contributions to dairy chemistry.

Professor Herrington was active in the development of the College of Agriculture and of Cornell University. 

Committees on which he served include: University Library Board, Mann Library Committee, Improvement of 

Instruction in Freshman English, Freshman Mathematics, Admission and Counseling (School of Nutrition), Field 

Representative (Food Science), and Field Representative (Dairy Science). He participated in the establishment of 

the Division of Biological Sciences.

Even after his retirement, B.L. continued to contribute to education. For fifteen years, he taught remedial math to 

fifth grade students in Rio Rancho, New Mexico.

 John Sherbon, William Shipe
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