
James E. Dewey

January 15, 1917 — August 29, 2009

James E. Dewey, a retired Cornell University Professor of Entomology, passed away at age 92 on August 25, 2009 

in Ithaca, New York.

Dr. James E. Dewey was born in Geneva, NY on January 15, 1917.  He received his BS degree in Entomology from 

Cornell University, his MS from the University of Tennessee, and his PhD from Cornell University in Entomology 

(Insect Toxicology).

In the spring of 1944 Dr. Dewey was appointed as an extension specialist in fruit insect control, with the rank of 

instructor.  During this time he made numerous excellent contributions to the state fruit industry, establishing 

relationships and improving communication with federal and state agencies involved with pesticides. 

In 1945, Dr. Dewey joined the faculty at Cornell becoming an Associate Professor in 1947 and a Full Professor in 

1954. In the 1950s he conducted pioneering research on the use of Daphnia magna as an environmental biomarker 

and for use as a means of determining pesticide levels in water and on food crops. He served as director of the 

Pesticides Program in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences from 1964-1973.  His major duties, in addition 

to research, included teaching courses and supervising graduate students in insect toxicology.  At that time he also 

taught a course in the biology, research and control of fruit insects.  One specific graduate course in chemistry and 

toxicology of insecticides, in which he shared responsibility with the insecticide chemist, was regarded as the top 

course of its kind in the country.  Later in his career, he devoted considerable effort to preparation of educational 

programs and manuals for the safe application and handling of pesticides in agriculture.

Over the course of his career, Dr. Dewey continued to offer his expertise to various state and federal committees 

that were formulating rules for the safe use of pesticides with emphasis on avoidance of residues in food and milk.  

His impact on the formation of state and federal pesticide legislation was significant.  Dr. Dewey also served as the 

President of the Eastern Branch of the Entomological Society of America from 1980-1981.   He was the recipient 

of numerous awards, including the New York State Agricultural Society Distinguished Service Citation (1975), 

the USDA Award for Superior Service in Cooperative Extension (presented by the Secretary of Agriculture at a 

ceremony in 1983), and the Northeast Agricultural Aviation Association Outstanding Service Award (1999). Dr. 

Dewey was elected an honorary member of the Entomological Society of America in 1984. 
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Dr. Dewey was predeceased by his wife of sixty- two years, Agnes.  He is survived by his daughter Elizabeth of 

Dryden, New York.   

Arthur A. Muka, Lisa E. Westcott, Jeffrey G. Scott
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