
Mary Kiefer Bloetjes

December 28, 1904 — November 21, 1987

Mary Kiefer Bloetjes, professor emeritus of institution management, died at her home in Ithaca, November 21, 

1987. She was born in Ramsey, New Jersey. As a young girl she frequently accompanied her father as he visited 

patients, and this, combined with the enthusiasm for the emerging field of nutrition expressed by a hospital dietitian 

with whom she had contact, influenced her choice of dietetics as a career. Throughout her life she maintained an 

interest in dietetics, nutrition and institution management, and promoted the dietitian as a member of a team of 

specialists in health care.

After receiving her diploma in dietetics from the Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, New York in 1925, she became 

affiliated with Dr. Frederick Allen, a specialist in diabetes. Subsequently she established her own diet consulting 

service in her father’s office. Following this she joined the nutrition staff at the Hospital for Joint Diseases in New 

York, and became director in 1934, a position she held until 1949. During this time she obtained both a bachelor’s 

and a master’s degree in institution management at Columbia University and taught dietetic administration 

courses at Hunter College.

Following the death of her husband in 1949, she enrolled in Cornell’s School of Industrial and Labor Relations and 

received her doctoral degree in 1953, the second woman to receive this degree in ILR.

She became professor and head of the Department of Institution Management at Florida State University at 

Tallahassee in 1953 and in 1955 came to Cornell as professor and head of the Department of Institution Management 

succeeding Katharine Harris who had been a minor member on her doctoral program. Professor Bloetjes retired 

in 1970.

During Professor Bloetjes’ tenure as head of the department she initiated an allied health professions program at 

the graduate level in administrative dietetics under a traineeship grant from the Department of Health, Education 

and Welfare. She also developed a course on the theory of quality menu item production which applied the 

concept of data processing and industrial engineering principles. She recognized at a very early date the need 

for data processing as a tool for use in quantity food management, in production, cost accounting, and employee 

scheduling. This goal has now been achieved in the many computer analyses programs available.
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Professor Bloetjes stayed professionally active after retiring from the university. She taught a graduate level summer 

session course at New York University, audited industrial engineering and operations research courses at Cornell, 

and served as a professional mentor to industrial engineering graduate students as well as acting as a consultant to 

hospital dietetics departments.

Although retired, Professor Bloetjes felt that emeritus and retired professors had much to offer to the university. 

She considered that the contributions this group could make were being overlooked. She was a driving force in the 

establishment of the Association of Cornell University Emeritus Professors. The aims of the organization are two-

fold, first to establish social and professional communication among retired individuals who share the experience 

of being Cornellians; and secondly, to facilitate the utilization of their skills and knowledge in the service of the 

university. The Office of the Dean of the Faculty is the focal point and resource for the association.

Throughout her life Professor Bloetjes was an active participant in dietetics associations at the state, national 

and international levels. She held several offices in the New York State Dietetic Association. She was a pioneer 

promoting licensure for dietitians, and had the satisfaction of knowing that this has been adopted in some states. 

She was a member of the Program Planning Committee for the 2nd International Congress of Dietetics and 

a participant in the two later International Congresses. She was an honorary member of the Danish Dietetic 

Association, an elected affiliate member of the Royal Society of Medicine, and a member of the Royal Society of 

Health in the United Kingdom.

She was also a member of the American Academy of Political and Social Sciences, International Council of 

Women, American Association for United Nations, American Association of University Professors, American 

Home Economics Association, and the American Association for the Advancement of Science.

She was the author of about twenty-two professional publications that have appeared in The Journal of the American 

Dietetic Association, Hospital Management, Bulletin of the Danish Dietetics Association, and others. Her major 

research interests were in food cost accounting and scheduling of menu items in the food service units in hospitals.

Mary never lost the excitement of learning new things and the challenge of new ideas. She was always looking to 

the future. She was an extrovert who added sparkle to any group. She liked people and people liked her.

Undergraduates and graduate students remember Professor Bloetjes as an innovative and exciting teacher; 

colleagues and staff members had a mentor who was interested in their professional development and in their 

personal lives.
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Professor Bloetjes came to Ithaca from New York City where she had an interest in the arts and opera. The present 

Tompkins County Arts Council includes her name among the founders. She was a member of the Ithaca Opera 

Association Board of Directors and a life-long supporter.

Professor Bloetjes’ contributions to the university, College of Human Ecology and other teaching institutions are 

far-reaching. The Ithaca community has been enriched by her contribution.

Bernice Hopkins, Karla Longree, Mary Morrison
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