
John Parker Hertel

December 11, 1909 — November 18, 1986

John Hertel, professor emeritus, died at his home, 130 Crest Lane, Ithaca, New York. He was born in 1909 in Trout 

Run, Pennsylvania, and was reared in the rural community of Ralston, Pennsylvania. He came to Ithaca in 1930 

and received his B.S. degree from Cornell in 1934 and his Ph.D. in agricultural economics in 1938.

His professional career centered in the New York State College of Agriculture and Life Sciences at Cornell. He 

served the college in farm management and personnel administration for three and a half decades. That service 

included major contributions as secretary of the college with responsibility for the records and registrar areas, as 

a member of the Admissions Committee, as secretary of the Petitions Committee, and as leader of the advising, 

scholarship, and foreign student-exchange programs. For many years he offered the introductory orientation 

course for entering students. He advanced through the academic ranks and was made professor in 1948. In 1967 

he was appointed to the post of associate director of resident instruction. In January 1972 he was named professor 

emeritus by the Cornell University Board of Trustees.

During his tenure in the Office of Resident Instruction John Hertel influenced and, in many cases, shaped the lives 

of students. College alumni recall with admiration and appreciation interviews with Professor Hertel, who never 

hesitated to “lay down the law” for the good of both the individual and the institution. Many a life was changed as 

a result of those inspirational talks for which he was known so well. It can be said that he helped mold the college 

into the outstanding school it is today.

In another setting John was an alumni member and an active adviser to the Alpha Zeta fraternity. He was a 

frequent visitor to the AZ house near campus and enjoyed many meals and programs with the brothers. In 

addition to his work with Alpha Zeta, John was an elected member of Sigma Xi, the scientific research society, and 

Phi Kappa Phi. He was recognized by the agricultural college honor society, Ho-Nun-De-Kah, for his sustained 

interest and advice. He was active, too, in community affairs. As a charter member of the Ithaca-Cayuga Rotary 

Club he contributed to diverse programs supporting community projects and recognizing community leaders in 

Tompkins County. John was a dedicated member of Forest Home Chapel.

Phrases that his colleagues and friends find most appropriate in describing John Hertel are concerned and 

compassionate, forthright, fair, astute, analytical, a man of action, and a man of his word.
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He is survived by his wife, Martha Warren Hertel; five daughters—Maryjean Yengo of Webster, New York; 

Peggy Cooney of Laramie, Wyoming; Nancy McCreany of Boston, Massachusetts; Edith Hertel of Waterford, 

Connecticut; and Lucy Staley of Skaneateles, New York; two sons—Thomas Hertel of Lafayette, Indiana, and 

Timothy Hertel of Ithaca, New York; and nine grandchildren.

Charles E. Palm, Stanley W. Warren, Herbert L. Everett
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